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"No Way Out"

BECAUSE it has so suddenly thrust upon him such massiv e
inconvenience, and seems even to threaten his very life -
style, the curtailed supply of gasoline to drive his auto -
mobile strikes dramatically and disturbingly home with the
average man in the United States . He might less grudgingly
have adjusted to the deprivation of some of the many othe r
good things that he possesses ; but the automobile is some -
thing special . He regards it as his indispensable servant ,
his vehicle to pleasure, his status symbol . And indeed, it is ,
to many, an absolute necessity.

But there are numerous other shortages in the making ,
some to present merely inconsequential inconvenience ,
others of which will be felt seriously throughout the econ-
omy, and be reflected in our daily lives . It just happens that
the shortage of gasoline serves to reveal man's unwisdo m
in a way that few other deficiencies would have, for it
touches so very many in a tender part of their conscious-
ness .

Only the Beginning !

As with gasoline, some of these other developing short -
ages are also related to the unavailability of oil and t o
insufficient refining capacity . Automobile tires, for instance ;
and plastics, fertilizers, synthetic fibers, and literally count-
less other products which play important roles in the
economic life of the nation are derived from petroleum .
Also vitally dependent on the supply of energy for thei r

Highlights of
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production (and therefore also largely dependent on oil )
are steel and aluminum, the latter of which particularl y
requires huge amounts of energy in its manufacture . These
and many other products will also, ere long, be in shor t
supply, with easily predictable effect upon their cost . And
the diminished supply of oil and the attendant difficultie s
are likely to be with us for a long time . All in all, thi s
abruptly changed climate is something of a jolt to the
complacency of the average citizen .

A visitor to our shores from France recently journeye d
by car across the United States, and expressed amazement
at the vast extent of our magnificent forests—and truly
they are grand . Yet today, if you complain to your loca l
lumber dealer about the cost of a few feet of shelving, h e
will tell you that lumber is not as easy to come by as it use d
to be. One substantial buyer of our forest products is th e
nation of Japan, which has but scant forests of her ow n
from which to supply the demands of her expanding indus-
try and population . And other hungry buyers are appearin g
on the scene .

Paper, another product placing a heavy demand on ou r
forests, is also being vigorously sought after by othe r
nations, and shipped home to keep their factories going .
It, too, is now subject to occasional spot shortages, and i n
some cases to near-panic buying and hoarding. Supermarket
managers in some areas report that their shelves have bee n
snatched bare of various forms of tissue as a result o f
rumored shortages .

The Prevalence of Wast e

And how wasteful we are of paper, as of so many othe r
things, forgetting that these are precious resources, to b e
shared by others of the present and of future generations !
One commentator remarked that when one goes to th e
lunch counter to pick up a cup of coffee, the clerk fill s
and caps a paper cup and places it in a paper bag, alon g
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with a paper napkin and a plastic spoon, all of which ar e
soon (and thoughtlessly) discarded .

It should be remarked that whatever paper shortage
occurs is not altogether due to a greatly expanded usag e
of paper products . Some of the short supply is the result
of environmental considerations related to the manfactur e
of paper . Many paper manufacturing plants have stoppe d
production, indicating their inability to operate profitabl y
under the added burden of the costs required to rende r
their operations nonpolluting . So, unable to find a wa y
around the problem, many factories stand idle .

Massive Pollution Arrive s

Environmental factors also enter into the fuel shortag e
in this country. The use of coal, of which this nation ha s
an abundance, has been largely eliminated because of it s
high sulphur content, which pollutes the atmosphere. Also ,
militant local interests often successfully block the con-
struction of unsightly refineries in their areas . As with s o
many other matters, we all can see that paper mills an d
oil refineries and steel mills are desirable factors in ou r
lives . But please don't build them in my backyard, build
them someplace else !

Pointing up a similar inconsistency in our thinking, (an d
in answer to the objection raised to the intolerable noise
created at some large airports, though we so much enjo y
their convenience), someone offered a tongue-in-cheek ob-
servation to the effect that what is needed is a genius who
can somehow create an airport in the center of the city ,
but which does not require the planes to fly over an y
houses! And so the problems multiply, but the solutions
continue elusive .

And how long ago was it that our nation's officials were
worrying about the evil effects of overproduction of pigs ,
of wheat, and other products? Today, the nation's house-
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wives find that all kinds of meats are scarce and expensive ;
and even wheat is at least momentarily scarce, with loca l
bakers forecasting, unbelievably, that the price of a loaf
of bread will be at one dollar in a matter of months . Fortu-
nately, the government recently recommended that th e
wheat farmers plant more acreage . We trust the weathe r
will co-operate . But what is revealing is the fact that thes e
rapid reversals of policy are adopted by our great govern -
mental agencies, whose sole business it is supposed to be t o
keep the economic ship on an even keel .

Down the course of the centuries the people were largely
ruled by the aristocrats . The word aristocracy means, liter -
ally, rule by the best, and one became a member of thi s
aristocracy, or ruling class, by virtue of his great wealth ,
or his possession of vast lands. Among these there were
doubtless some who were beneficent . But by the very fac t
of their position they exerted great power over the people ,
and it is not difficult to see that that power would be use d
to perpetuate their own class, and their own privilege d
status . If a man wished to work, it would be pretty much on
the terms of his landlord . But at any rate, conditions in
general were fairly stable, and life flowed on for centur y
after century without great change .

Advent of the Labor Unio n

With the coming of the so-called Industrial Revolutio n
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries great change s
were wrought . Machines began to replace hand labor, fam-
ilies left their farms, flowed into the urban centers, an d
went into the factories upon which they then became de -
pendent to make a living. The economic tides flowe d
between good and bad, and the phenomenon known a s
"boom and bust" came into play . When conditions became
bad the worker was left without a job, but he no longer
had the comforting security formerly provided by his
little garden patch . Hence, in the beginning of the nine -
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teenth century the move by the working class to unite i n
labor unions began to take shape .

The power of the unions gradually brought about im-
proved pay and working conditions for the laboring man .
But over the decades that have passed since the first labo r
union was formed, these organizations have attained suffi-
cient power to threaten the economic well-being of whol e
industries and even nations . Thus, while it did indee d
materially raise the standard of living for the masses, one o f
the thorny results of the Industrial Revolution was to
sharply delineate the opposing factions of capital and labor ,
with an intensification of the ingrained conflict between
the two .

By its very nature, the Industrial Revolution gave birt h
to a society each element of which is highly interdependen t
upon every other element to do its particular job . But the
power of the labor unions to protect its members can als o
be the power to destroy the employer when injudiciously
used .

In recent weeks we have witnessed the disastrous impact
on England's economy of a "slowdown" by British miners i n
their struggle for higher wages, the results of which were
further compounded by a strike of the engineers of Eng-
land's railroad system . So serious a threat did the resultin g
situation become to the economy of the nation that Prim e
Minister Heath threatened to call for an election to deter -
mine, as he put it, who is to run the country—the govern-
ment, or the unions .

Unique Problems Engendere d

So we see that along with its real material benefits, th e
Industrial Revolution also brought major problems, which
are unique to our day, the solution to which is rendere d
difficult, if not impossible, by the imperfections of al l
concerned . And as has been so starkly demonstrated in th e
present world-wide oil crisis, the vital interdependence tha t
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exists between the various segments of an economy is no t
restricted to single nations, but extends to the relation s
between the various nations of the world . Failure, through
selfishness or otherwise, to recognize that we all need eac h
other, not only as individuals, but also as nations, and a s
one world, works havoc with the well-being of all . Mean -
time, the relentless struggles between the opposing partie s
go on .

It is now more than a year since "peace" was arranged
between the divided Vietnamese, but the fighting and th e
suffering and killing persist . The religious hate-war i n
Northern Ireland has lost none of its viciousness in spit e
of all that worried British officialdom can devise . And even
now efforts are under way to hammer out a peace treaty
between Israel and the Arab nations . Here, too, religious
issues are deeply involved, and it will be interesting to ob-
serve what progress can be made .

We hear very little at the moment concerning the Strate-
gic Arms Limitation Talks, which were designed to produc e
agreement between the two superpowers to limit, and hope -
fully later on to reduce, the production of nuclear weapons .
It is to be hoped that something constructive might b e
achieved, but there is skepticism in the minds of many a s
to how well the United States is likely to emerge from suc h
negotiations . In the meantime, the awesome threat of a
world-wide nuclear holocaust continues to hang darkly o n
the horizon .

That there is trouble in the world is nothing new, for thi s
has always been so ; but what is indisputably new in the
world today is the type of the trouble, and its magnitude .
Certainly, the rate of population growth is new, and th e
intense pressures that these new, demanding millions exer t
in every direction are unprecedented . Their feeding and
sheltering inexorably eat into earth's resources, the richest
of'which are becoming less abundant and more costly to
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discover and extract . This, too, is posing new problems fo r
mankind .

Signs of the En d

As farmers, manufacturers, and shippers endeavor t o
supply the increasing material needs of the people, pollutio n
results . Again, there has always been a measure of pollutio n
in the world, but never before has it existed on the alarm-
ing scale to which it is present today . And only in the last
few decades has the world civilization been threatene d
with nuclear extinction ; that, too, is unique to our day.
Astonishingly, we are living in a civilization that can an d
has put men on the moon, but which cannot devise solution s
to the problems of the earth .

When the disciples questioned Jesus as to the signs of hi s
presence and the end of the age, he told them, among other
things, that at that time there would be a time of trouble
such as the world had never before experienced, nor ever
would again . (Matt . 24:21) One translation describes it as a
time "the like of which" has not occurred from the begin-
ning of the world down to the present time . (TCNT) We be-
lieve we are in that time of trouble which Jesus described ,
and which marks the end of the age .

In describing this same period, Luke tells us that at that
time there would be upon the earth "distress of nations ,
with perplexity ; . . . men's hearts failing them for fear an d
for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth." (Luke 21 :25, 26) The word that is translated per-
plexity in this passage is revealing in view of the seemingl y
insuperable problems facing the world today . It is translate d
from the Greek word aporia, meaning, literally, no place to
go, or no way out . The New English Bible says that "th e
nations will stand helpless, not knowing which way to turn . "

No Way Ou t

The world is steadily and inevitably approaching that
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state of affairs from which they will eventually find ther e
is no way out—no way out, that is, through human efforts .
One of the figures in the lamentable Watergate scanda l
recently commented on his own and the natio n 's difficulties .
He observed that it would be futile for the American people
to conclude that they can cure their political problem s
simply by going to the polls and electing new (and presum-
ably better) leaders. "We've been looking too much t o
humans," he said "It is time to look to God . "

But the world has not as yet reached that last stage o f
human experience when they finally come to realize tha t
human wisdom cannot solve their numerous problems.
Though "the whole creation groaneth and travaileth i n
pain together until now," they do not yet realize that their
troubles are basically rooted in their own sin and selfish-
ness . They do not yet see that their only hope for peace o n
earth, for love between men, and for life, are through the
redeeming work of Jesus . They do not know of the coming
glorious kingdom of God, that wonderful world wherei n
dwelleth righteousness .

Before the blessings of the kingdom can be poured ou t
upon the people the poor, blundering world must first en-
dure the pains of the death-struggle of this present evil
world that mark the final phase of the time of trouble, an d
which will lead to the birth of that sublime new worl d
wherein dwelleth righteousness .

Brethren Not in Darknes s

But while the world is in darkness as to the awesom e
significance of the events now occuring in the earth, eve n
as in the days of Noah the people "knew not until th e
flood came," this is not true of the Lord's people. The
Apostle Paul wrote, "Ye, brethren, are not in darkness
that that day should overtake you as a thief."—I Thes . 5 : 4

To the footstep followers of Jesus our Lord himself mad e
a wonderful promise . Referring to these world-shakin g
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events that should mark the end of the age, he said, "When
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh." Luke
21 :28

The Lord's people do not rejoice in the present and
impending suffering, but they do rejoice in knowing of the
glorious ultimate outcome of God's loving plans and pur-
poses for all mankind . The hearts of the Lord's people are
made glad, not simply because their own redemption is
nigh, but because they believe we are nearing that blesse d
hour when the bounties of the kingdom shall be showere d
upon all people . They rejoice because they see the signs
foretelling the longed-for consummation of that age-lon g
prayer, "Thy kingdom come . Thy will be done in earth, as i t
is in heaven ."—Matt . 6 :10

—oOo

Your Questions
Faith and Works
HOW can you harmonize
James' insistance on work s
with Paul's teachings that we
are saved through faith an d
grace?—James 2 :18 .26 ; Rom .
4 :19-23

Actually, these two Biblica l
writers do not disagree at all .
James does not rule out the
necessity of faith . His only
claim is that works are neces-
sary to demonstrate faith . He
wrote, "Show me thy faith
without thy works, and I will
show thee my faith by m y
works ."—James 2 :18

Paul presents essentially th e
same thought. In Romans 4 : 5
he explains that faith i s
counted for righteousnes s
rather than works. But in
verses 19-23 of the same chap-
ter he explains that it was
Abraham's work in connection
with being the father of Isaac
that proved his faith, being
fully persuaded that what Go d
had promised concerning the
birth of the child, Abraham
was able to perform well ,
"therefore it was imputed to
him for righteousness ." James
is in agreement with this, i n
his statement, "Ye see the n
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how that by works a man i s
justified, and not by fait h
only." Another point often
overlooked in the writings of
these two, relative to faith and
works, is that they are no t
both discussing the same sort
of works . Paul at times con-
trasts faith with the ceremonial
works of the law, such as
circumcision; while James, in
his reference to works, mean s
the things that we do in obe-
dience to God's will whic h
demonstrate that we believe
God and that our faith is no t
merely a mental assent to the
fact that he exists or that
Jesus is our Savior . So, again ,
it is apparent that these tw o
inspired writers are not in
disagreement .

When Will Danie l
Be Awakened ?
DANIEL 12 :12, 13 reads,"Bless-
ed is he that waiteth, an d
cometh to the thousand thre e
hundred and five and thirt y
days . But go thou thy wa y
till the end be: for thou shal t
rest, and stand in thy lot a t
the end of the days ." These

words were addressed to
Daniel, and do they not in-
dicate that at the end of the
1335 days Daniel would be
awakened from the sleep of
death ?

Some have interpreted thi s
passage as you have indicated ,
but the statement in verse 13 ,
"go thou thy way till the en d
be," suggests a different end-
ing than that of the 1335 days .
The Septuagint translation of
the Old Testament sets forth
the meaning of this passag e
more in detail . We quote :
"Happy he who will wait an d
come to a thousand three hun-
dred and thirty-five days . But
as for thee, come and go t o
rest, for still there will b e
days and hours to the final
accomplishment . And thou
shalt stand up for thy portion
at the end of days . "

From this it is clear tha t
there are periods of time in the
plan of God beyond the 1335
days, and that it will be when
these are ended that Daniel
will be awakened and stand
in his lot together with all
the other Ancient Worthies .

1974 GENERAL CONVENTION—DATE AND PLAC E
Albion College, Albion, Michigan—August 3 thru August 8

YOUR QUESTIONS
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Bible Stung
LESSON FOR APRIL 7

*eroing in upportitue Roles•
;Ai

MEMORY VERSE: "For as we have many members in one body ,
and all members have not the same office : so we, being many ,
are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another ."

—Rom. 12 :4, 5

ACTS 9 :10-17, 233 0
OUR memory verse reminds us
effectively that, while all mem-
bers in the body of Christ ar e
called to be servants of the Lord,
they do not all have the same
service to perform. All are breth-
ren in Christ and, in so far a s
their service to the Lord i s
concerned, he sets each one in
the body according to his wis-
dom and will .

In the Scripture assignment
for today's lesson we have a good
illustration of this . The great
Apostle Paul stands out as a
prominent one in this narrative,
but the Lord called upon An-
anias and others to assist Paul,
so they shared in the blessing s
which the Lord poured out upon
this new apostle .

Formerly the Apostle Paul wa s
Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of
the church of Christ . He was on
his way to Damascus for the
very purpose of destroying the
church there. But the Lord in -

terfered with this plan. Paul was
struck down on the Damascus
road, and he heard the resur-
rected Jesus speaking to him ,
asking, "Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou me? "

In this experience on the Da-
mascus road Paul temporarily
lost his eyesight. He was take n
into the city and to the home of
one of the disciples called Judas ,
who lived on the street called
Straight . This was by the Lord's
direction and in response to
Paul's question, "Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do? "

Then the Lord appeared to
Ananias in a vision and instruc-
ted him to go to the house of
Judas and talk to Paul . The
Lord said that Paul would b e
looking for someone to visit
him, explaining to Ananias tha t
he had seen in a vision "a ma n
named Ananias coming in, and
putting his hand on him, tha t
he might receive his sight ."

There was a slight protes t

12

	

THE DAWN



on the part of Ananias, who sai d
to the Lord, "I have heard b y
many of this man, how much
evil he hath done to thy saint s
at Jerusalem : and here he hath
authority from the chief priest s
to bind all that call on th y
name ." But the Lord replied t o
Ananias, saying, "Go thy way :
for he is a chosen vessel unt o
me, to bear my name before th e
Gentiles, and kings, and th e
children of Israel: for I wil l
show him how great things h e
must suffer for my name's sake . "
It is commonly understood tha t
Paul was appointed to be a
special apostle to the Gentiles ,
and indeed he was. But from
this scripture we learn that his
ministry was not to be limite d
to the Gentiles, but would in-
clude kings, and the childre n
of Israel. Later, on his mission-
ary journeys, we find how faith-
ful he was in this general
ministry .

Ananias was satisfied with th e
Lord's explanation, and went to
the home where Paul was stay-
ing . He entered into the house ,
and put his hands on Paul and
called him brother. What a noble
attitude this was on the par t
of Ananias! Surely the Lord
selected a well-matured Christ-
ian character to carry out tins
mission! He explained to Paul
that the Lord had sent him ,
that he night receive his sigh t
and be filled with the Holy
Spirit .

Saul's conversion was genuine .
He not only ceased from per-

secuting the church, but from
this point onward he gladly laid
down his life for the brethre n
in proclaiming the glorious Gos-
pel of the kingdom. Nor di d
Paul delay his entry into the
ministry. He at once set out t o
proclaim the truth of the Gospel .
He did not even take time to
move to another location, ar_ 1
he continued to proclaim the
Gospel in Damascus until "the
Jews took counsel to kill him . "

The plot of Paul's enemies to
kill him became known to the
apostle . To be sure that the y
accomplished their designs o n
his life, these enemies watche d
the gates day and night . They
were determined not to let him
escape alive . And here again we
find the thought suggested i n
the topic of our lesson brought
into focus .

The disciples of Damascus also
learned of the plot to kill Paul ,
so they let him down over the
wall of the city in a basket .
Thus he escaped and went to
Jerusalem. But when he arrive d
in Jerusalem and attempted to
"join himself to the disciples "
he discovered that they were al l
afraid of him, and "believe d
not that he was a disciple ." This ,
of course, is not surprising, be-
cause on his last visit to Jeru-
salem he was a persecutor of
the church. But Barnabas took
Paul in hand, assured the breth-
ren of his genuineness, an d
enabled him to escape from his
Jewish enemies in Jerusalem .

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 4

`the Covenant and the Resnrratton

MEMORY VERSE : "We declare unto you glad tidings, how that

the promise which was made unto the fathers, God bath fulfille d

the same unto us their children, in that he bath raised up Jesu s

again ."—Acts 13 :32 3 3

ACTS 13 :16-23,26-3 1
THE Apostle Paul never had an y
doubt about the resurrection o f
Jesus Christ from the dead . We
quote from his masterful presen-
tation on this subject : "I deliv-
ered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins ac -
cording to the Scriptures ; and
that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day accord-
ing to the Scriptures ; and tha t
he was seen of Cephas, then of
the twelve: after that, he was
seen above five hundred breth-
ren at once ; of whom the greate r
part remained unto this present,
but some are fallen asleep . Afte r
that, he was seen of James ; the n
of all the apostles . And last o f
all he was seen of me also, a s
of one born out of due time . For
I am the least of the apostles,
that am not meet to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God."—I Cor .15 :3-9

Paul then presented the vital
importance of the resurrectio n
of Jesus in the outworking of th e
divine plan of salvation. Again
we quote: "Now if Christ b e
preached that he rose from th e
dead, how say some among yo u
that there is no resurrection o f
the dead? But if there be n o
resurrection of the dead, then i s
Christ not risen and if Christ b e
not risen, then is our preachin g
vain, and your faith is also vain .
Yes, and we are found false wit-
nesses of God; because we have
testified of God that he raise d
up Christ : whom he raised no t
up, if so be that the dead rise
not . For if the dead rise not ,
then is not Christ raised : and if
Christ be not raised, your fait h
is vain; ye are yet in your sins .
Then they also which are falle n
asleep in Christ are perished . If
in this life only we have hope i n
Christ, we are of all men mos t
miserable . "
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Paul then explains further con-
cerning the importance of th e
resurrection of Christ . He af-
firms, "But now is Christ rise n
from the dead" But this is no t
the end of the divine plan . Paul
explains that Christ, in the resur-
rection, became "the firstfruits
of them that slept." To this he
added, "For since by man came
death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive ."
—I Cor . 1'5 :20-2 2

This coincides with Paul's ex-
planation in Ephesians 4:8 . Here
he is referring to an Old Testa-
ment promise of the resur-
rection, and according to the
marginal translation, tells us
that when Jesus was raised h e
was the Leader of a multitud e
of captives .

The Bible represents the en -
tire dead world of mankind as
being held captive in death, an d
these are the captives who are
to be released by Jesus . But
this aspect of the divine pla n
depended upon the resurrectio n
of Jesus himself . In a sermon on
Mars ' hill Paul explains that in
the resurrection of Jesus Go d
has given assurance unto al l
men that they shall be raised
unto a righteous day of judg-
ment .

When we rightly divide the
Word of truth we find that it
was not God's purpose to re-
lease all the captives in death
immediately following the resur-
rection of Jesus . Describing the

sequence of the resurrection ,
Paul says "Every man in his
own order." (I Cor. 15 :23) Firs t
to be raised from the dead are
those who will be associated
with Christ in the future work
of his king lom. These are de -
scribed as the firstfruits of the
resurrection ; and then, during
the thousand-year kingdom, man -
kind in general will be awakene d
from the sleep of death .

This work of resurrection an d
reconciliation will continue un-
til the very end of the kingdom,
for Christ will reign until he
has put all enemies under his
feet. The last enemy to be de-
stroyed is Death. What a gloriou s
outcome there is eventually to
be from the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead! Ho w
much, indeed, in the divine plan
of salvation would have gon e
unfulfilled had Jesus not hav e
been raised from tie dead !

In Paul's presentation cited
for today's lesson he takes u s
back to God's dealings with
ancient Israel, and reminds us
of his promises to that chose n
people . He shows us that these
promises depend for their com-
plete fulfilment on the resur-
rection of Jesus . God permitte d
the enemies of Jesus to put him
to death, for it was essential
that he die as the Redeemer and
Savior of the world . But in orde r
for him to bring about the de-
liverance or the world of man-
kind from death, it was neces-
sary that he be raised from the
dead .
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 1

the pirit transcends 3nstitution s

MEMORY VERSE : "For he is our peace, who hath made bot h

one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition ."

—Eph . 2 :1 4

ACTS 15 :1-1 2
ONE OF the issues which con-
fronted the Early Church wa s
what attitude should be taken
toward the Gentiles who were
accepting the Gospel of Chris t
and coming in among them to
fellowship . The Jews had been
schooled in the thought tha t
they alone were God's chosen
people, and that the Law given
at Mt . Sinai was God's provision
of salvation . God had said t o
this people, "You only have I
known of all the families of the
earth ."—Amos 3 : 2

When Jesus sent his diciples
into the ministry he commanded
them, saying, "Go not into th e
way of the Gentiles, and int o
any city of the Samaritans enter
ye not : But go rather to the
lost sheep of the house o f
Israel" (Matt . 10 :5, 6) It is true
that later Jesus broadened th e
scope of this commission, com-
manding that his disciples g o
into all the world and preac h
the Gospel . But the transition
from one viewpoint to the other

was not easy for them. Appar-
ently no Gentile was refused
admittance into the church be -
cause of this, but there wer e
certain ones who insisted that
these Gentile converts be cir-
cumcised after the manner of
Moses, otherwise they could not
be saved.

Paul and Barnabas did no t
share this viewpoint. God had
especially appointed Paul to b e
an apostle to the Gentiles, which
included a clear revelation o f
the fact that they could, upon
the basis of faith, accept Christ,
dedicate themselves to him, an d
not be burdened by the Jewish
Law. At the time of our lesso n
Barnabas was working with Paul,
and as verse 2 states, "had n o
small dissension and disputation"
with those who were insistin g
that Gentile converts should b e
circumcised .

However, all concerned seeme d
to maintain a good spirit in thi s
discussion and agreed that they
"should go up to Jerusalem unto
the apostles and elders abou t
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this question ." "They passed
through Phenice and Samaria ,
declaring the conversion of th e
Gentiles : and they caused grea t
joy unto all the brethren . And
when they were come to Jeru-
salem, they were received of
the church, and of the apostles
and elders, and they declared
all things that God had done
with them But there rose up
certain of the sect of the Phari-
sees which believed, saying, Tha t
it was needful to circumcise
them, and to command them to
keep the law of Moses. And the
apostles and elders came to-
gether for to consider of this
matter ."—vss . 3- 6

The Apostle Peter was o n
hand to attend this conference .
His testimony was, "Men and
brethren, ye know how that a
good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by
my mouth should hear the word
of the Gospel, and believe . And
God, which knoweth the hearts ,
bare them witness, giving them
the Holy Spirit, even as he di d
unto us; and put no difference
between us and them, purifyin g
their hearts by faith. Now there -
fore why tempt ye God, to put
a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples, which neither our
fathers nor we were able to
bear? But we believe that
through the grace of the Lor d
Jesus Christ we shall be saved ,
even as they: '—vss . 7-1 1

In Peter's speech he states that
God had chosen him to first
convey the Gospel message to

the Gentiles . This refers to the
conversion of Cornelius, who wa s
the first Gentile to become a
Christian . The record of thi s
event is recorded in Acts, chap -
ter 10. This is not out of har-
mony with other scripture s
which indicate that Paul wa s
chosen to be the apostle to the
Gentiles . There is no indicatio n
in the Scriptures that Peter con-
tinued a special ministry to the
Gentiles .

After listening to Peter' s
speech, those attending the con-
ference "kept silence, and gave
audience to Barnabas and Paul ,
declaring what miracles an d
wonders God had wrought a-
mong the Gentiles by them ."
And it was true . As Paul and
Barnabas continued their mis-
sionary work, witnessing to both
Jews and Gentiles, they had re-
markable evidence of God' s
blessing upon the incoming Gen-
tile converts .

The brethren at the confer-
ence arrived at a conclusion a s
to how to deal with the issue dis-
cussed . They decided to dispatch
a letter to the many Gentil e
converts . In that letter they said,
"It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit, and to us, to lay upon
you no greater burden than
these necessary things ; That ye
abstain from meats offered t o
idols, and from blood, and fro m
things strangled, and from forni-
cation : from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well . Fare
ye well ."—Acts 15 :28, 29
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28

. e$trotcgv for

	

'fission

MEMORY VERSE : "I heard the voice of the Lord, saying . Who m
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I ;
send me."—Isa . 6 : 8

ACTS 15 :39—16 :1 0
ON PAUL'S first missionary
journey, beginning at Antioch ,
he had Barnabas as a co-worker ,
and also Mark . But Mark did
not continue with Paul an d
Barnabas, no reason being give n
for his departing from them .
When preparing for the secon d
journey Barnabas wanted agai n
to take Mark, but Paul did no t
agree. The first verse of ou r
lesson indicates that there wa s
a sharp contention betwee n
Barnabas and Paul on this
matter which was not resolved—
Barnabas going his own wa y
and taking Mark with him, while
Paul chose Silas, one who wa s
"recommended by the brethre n
unto the grace of God . "

First they traveled into Syria
and Cilicia, "confirming the
churches ." These were, apparent-
ly, the churches that were estab-
lished by Paul and Barnabas o n
the first missionary journey .
"Then came he to Derbe an d
Lystra : and, behold, a certai n
disciple was there, named Timo-

theus, the son of a certain
woman, which was a Jewess, and
believed ; but his father was a
Greek. "

Timotheus was "well reported
of by the brethren that were of
Lystra and Iconium . Him woul d
Paul have to go forth with him ;
and took and circumcised him
because of the Jews which wer e
in those quarters : for they kne w
all that his father was a Greek ."
The fact that Timotheus ha d
not previously been circumcise d
would have not ordinarily mad e
any difference to Paul, but h e
krew that he was in an are a
where they might be criticized
by Jews if he were not, so Pau l
arranged for him to be circum-
cised in order to silence any
unnecessary criticism .

"As they went through the
cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that wer e
ordained of the apostles an d
elders which were at Jerusalem .
And so were the churches estab-
lished in the faith, and increase d
in number daily ." (vss . 4, 5) The y
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continued their journey throug h
Phrygia and the region of
Galatia, but were forbidden of
the Holy Spirit to preach the
Word in Asia .

"After they were come to
Mysia, they assayed to go into
Bithynia ; but the Spirit suffered
them not ." An interesting aspec t
of this narrative is the fact that ,
while Paul and his traveling
companions were apparently
making certain decisions as to
the route they would take an d
the places they would visit, the
Lord's influence was directin g
them. The Lord did not permit
them to preach the Word in
Asia, nor did he permit them t o
go into Bithynia . Happy are the
followers of Jesus who can recog-
nize and be guided by these
loadings of the Holy Spirit i n
their lives! It is one of the
evidences of God's blessing s
upon his people .

Finally Paul and his com-
panions reached Troas, " And a
vision appeared to Paul in the
night ; There stood a man o f
Macedonia, and prayed him, say-
ing, Come over into Macedonia,
and help us ." From this vision
the group concluded that th e
Lord wanted them to go int o
Macedonia and there preach th e
Gospel .

This led to the introduction o f
the Gospel message into Europe .
The first place that Paul visite d
in Macedonia was Philippi, h e
and his companions arrivin g
there on the week-end . They
learned of the weekly Sabb th

gathering of the group—appar-
ently mostly women—outside o f
the city near a river, where they
held prayer meetings. The
apostle reasoned, and correctl y
so, that this would be an excel -
lent place to begin his Macedoni-
an mission .

He preached the Gospel to thi s
little group of devout women ,
and some believed, among the m
one called Lydia, who in th e
business world was a seller o f
purple . She believed, and was
baptized, and invited Paul an d
his companions to be guests in
her home. It was in this hom e
that the first Christian church
in Europe was established .

Paul did not cease to proclai m
the message in Philippi and
vicinity, and it was not lon g
before circumstances led to hi s
arrest and imprisonment. Sila s
was incarcerated with him, and
they were both locked in th e
stocks. At midnight, instead o f
complaining concerning their
lot, they were singing hymns ,
and a great earthquake shoo k
the prison, opening the door s
and freeing them.

Out of this circumstance cam e
the conversion of the jailer and
his family . The authorities at -
tempted to put Paul on trial ,
but change,' their minds whe n
they learned that he was a
Roman citizen . However, he did
voluntarily leave the area, bid -
ding farewell to the little grou p
of Christians who had bee n
brought together and were meet-
ing in the home of Lydia .
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Presence of

The Son of Ma n

"When the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on th e

earth?"—Luke 18 : 8

SHORTLY before his crucifixion Jesus said to his disciples ,
"And if I go . . . .I will come again, and receive you unto
myself: that where I am, there ye may be also ." (John 14 :3 )
When Jesus addressed these words to his troubled disciple s
they could not then comprehend all that was involved in th e
announced departure and coming again of their blesse d
Master . They believed that he was the Messiah of promise ,
and naturally they had been expecting that he would at onc e
proceed to establish his foretold messianic kingdom upo n
the earth, and that through it he would presently fulfil all
the prophetic promises which had been made concernin g
him .

With all this in mind, the sudden announcement of hi s
going away, later to return and gather them unto himself ,
was most perplexing. They wondered, "What could our
Master mean by these strange words?" And it was not unti l
later, when the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting disciple s
at Pentecost, that they began to grasp with some degree o f
clearness that Jesus' going away and coming again consti-
tute essential features of the divine plan for human re-
demption and deliverance .

They then saw more clearly what Jesus meant by re-
ceiving them unto himself—that it meant exaltation to glory ,
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honor, and immortality, and the privilege of living an d
reigning with him a thousand years . In addition to this the y
had revealed to them what Peter so clearly set forth a
short time later, that his return would mean "times o f
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began ."—
Acts 3 :19-21

Parousia

Much confusion has arisen concerning the manner and
object of Christ's return because of a mistranslation of a
Greek word used by Jesus and the apostles pertaining t o
this great event in the divine plan . The word is "parousia, "
which in many instances in the King James version of th e
Bible is mistranslated "coming," whereas it should hav e
been translated "presence." The Apostle Paul uses th e
word parousia in Philippians 2 :12. We quote: "Wherefore ,
my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out you r
own salvation with fear and trembling . "

No twist of the imagination could make this text mea n
anything if the word "coming" were substituted for pres-
ence to translate the Greek word parousia, for he is con-
trasting his presence with his absence . Certainly Paul ,
being the scholar that he was, knew the proper Greek word s
to select . Paul uses the word parousia again in II Corinthian s
10:10, where he says concerning himself, "For his letters ,
say they, are weighty and powerful ; but his bodily presenc e
[parousia] is weak, and his speech contemptible ." Here
also, if we would substitute the word "coming," it would
be entirely out of place, and it would signally fail to expres s
the thought the apostle had in mind ; for it is Paul's personal
presence among the brethren, not his future coming, tha t
is referred to here .

Thus we see that, in the two texts just quoted, the in -
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spired apostle has furnished us with the true definition o f
"parousia" by applying it to simple circumstances which ou r
finite minds cannot fail to understand . Hence, reasoning
from this readily understood application of the word to the
personal abiding presence of a human being among othe r
human beings, then applying this same word parousia t o
the glorified, divine and invisible Christ, it is clearly seen
that Jesus' use of the word in his great prophecy concernin g
the end of the age is intended to be descriptive of a perio d
of time during which he will be present to direct the affair s
of men upon the earth .

It is Paul's use of the word parousia in the two passage s
just cited that caused Rotherham in "The Emphasize d
Bible" to conclude that it should be universally translate d
"presence," which he has done . He reluctantly reache d
this conclusion because of his false conception of what wa s
involved in the return of Christ . We quote him :

"The parousia, in any case, is still in the future, and ma y
therefore be enshrouded in a measure of obscurity which
only fulfilment can clear away : it may, in time, be both a
period—more or less extended, during which certain thing s
shall happen—and an event, coming on and passing awa y
as one of a series of divine interpositions . Christ is raised
as a firstfruit—that is one event ; he returns and vouchsafes
his `presence,' during which he raises his own—that i s
another event, however large and prolonged ; and finally
comes another cluster of events constituting `the end . '
Hence, after all, `presence' may be the most widely an d
permanently satisfying translation of the looked-for parousi a
of the Son of man . "

Signs of His Presenc e

In Matthew 24 :3 we find the disciples asking Jesus a very
pointed question, which was, "Tell us, when shall thes e
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things be? and what shall be the sign of thy presenc e
[parousia], and of the end of the world [aion age]?" At
his first advent they had not recognized Jesus as the
Messiah of promise by his appearance because the prophe-
cies had not indicated anything along, this line . Their ac-
ceptance of him as the Messiah was based upon the sign s
which accompanied his presence, such as his many miracles .
And now, if he were going away and returning to them later ,
they concluded that signs would again be necessary t o
identify him .

In Matthew's account chapters 24 and 25 are largely give n
over to setting forth the many signs which Jesus gave i n
answer to the disciples' questions . One of these signs is
recorded in verses 21 and 22 of chapter 24 . Jesus said, "For
then [time of his parousia] shall be great tribulation, suc h
as was not since the beginning of the world to this time ,
no, nor ever shall be . And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved : but for the
elect's sake those days shall be shortened . "

Clearly this sign is based upon the prophecy of Danie l
recorded in chapter 12, which reads, "At that time shal l
Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for th e
children of thy people : and there shall be a time of troubl e
such as never was since there was a nation even to tha t
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered ,
every one that shall be found written in the book . "

This sign hardly needs an interpretation . Close to tw o
thousand years of human history has been made since Jesu s
uttered these words but at no time throughout all th e
centuries has the human race been threatened with utter
destruction as is suggested in this sign. But now the human
race is facing just this situation . With the introduction o f
nuclear fission into the hardware of war, it is admitted tha t
certain of the powerful nations do have it within their gras p
to destroy all mankind .

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

23



And then there is the more recent threat of pollution .
The air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land w e
till are fast becoming polluted to the extent that now we ar e
being warned that on this count also the human race migh t
well work out its own destruction . However, there is a con -
soling thought in this prophecy, which is the assurance b y
Jesus that these days of tribulation will be cut short befor e
all flesh is destroyed .

This sign of the Lord's presence is very understandable ,
and its fulfilment today in the threatened destruction of th e
human race so apparent, that even if we had no other sig n
we could conclude that we are indeed living in the days o f
the parousia of the Son of man . But there are other sign s
which are very convincing. One of them is contained i n
Luke 18 :8 . Jesus said, in connection with one of his parables ,
"When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?" Here Jesus indicates that at the time of his comin g
and second presence there would be a dwindling of faith
in the earth . And how true this is today !

We are all aware of the rapid spread of communisti c
atheism in this generation ; of the breakdown of faith in
God and divine law, which is almost universal . One of the
results of this time is the increase of crime on every hand ,
and the deterioration of moral standards among the peopl e
generally, even affecting those who occupy high places i n
the world's governments .

In the symbology of the Bible prophecies the literal
heavens are used to depict religious influences in th e
affairs of men . One of these prophecies is recorded in Luke
21:25, 26 . We quote : "And there shall be signs in the sun ,
and in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth dis-
tress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves
roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for lookin g
after those things which are coming on the earth : for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken . "
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The "powers of heaven" describes the control that re-
ligion has had in the affairs of men until the present time .
But these powers are now being shaken, and this is one of
the reasons that men's hearts are failing them for fear a s
they look ahead to the things coming on the earth .

In the past, religious restraints could be relied upon t o
hold the people in check to a certain extent, but not an y
longer. So thinking men and women who are aware of thi s
situation are indeed filled with fear .

Jesus likened the conditions in the world which woul d
result from this eventuality as a roaring of the sea an d
waves. This symbolism is beautifully described by the
Prophet Isaiah : "Woe to the multitude of many people ,
which make a noise like the noise of the seas ; and to the
rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing
of mighty waters! The nations shall rush like the rushin g
of many waters : but God shall rebuke them, and they shall
flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the moun-
tains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the
whirlwind."—Isa . 17 :12, 1 3

It is this disturbed and turbulent condition of the nation s
and masses with which we are surrounded today. Genuine
peace and security are ever becoming more elusive, and thi s
in no small way is the result of what Jesus indicates would
be true at the time of his presence; that is,-that there woul d
be very little or no faith left in the earth .

Many Event s

Christ's coming to earth is depicted in the prophecies a s
a "visit," expressing God's interest in and love for th e
human family. David wrote, "What is man, that thou ar t
mindful of him? and the Son of man, that thou visitest
him?" (Ps . 8:4) A visit to the earth and to the human race
by a representative of the Creator, the God of heaven, is a t
the very center of that galaxy of doctrines which constitut e
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the divine plan for the redemption and recovery of th e
fallen race from sin and death .

Actually, two visits are involved in this manifestation o f
God's love for his erring creation . These visits are made b y
none other than God's only begotten and beloved Son, th e
Logos of creation, but better known to us as Christ Jesu s
our Lord, and the Son of man. While he comes to earth
twice, in what is usually referred to as the first and secon d
advents, these two comings are so fully related to each othe r
that in a sense they are but two aspects of one visit .

There are many references in the Old Testament to bot h
aspects of the Lord's visit to earth, and in the New Testa-
ment also there are many prophecies concerning the secon d
advent. These prophecies vary in nature. Those pertaining
to the first advent speak of his birth, various features o f
his ministry, his death and resurrection, as well as hi s
exaltation to the right hand of God . The harmony of these
prophecies is generally recognized by all students of prophe-
cy, because they are seen to apply to different periods i n
that short visit . The time element is so clearly apparent i n
connection with the first advent prophecies that all wh o
have read them even casually recognize that a period of
some length is involved in their fulfilment, and all under -
stand clearly that not all of them were fulfilled at the tim e
Jesus was born .

Second Advent Events

The same basic fact is true concerning the prophecie s
pertaining to the second advent, although many students o f
prophecy—especially those of the Middle Ages—have en-
deavored to have them all fulfilled in a single day of twenty -
four hours . And not too many even now realize that the
harmony of the prophecies pertaining to Christ's secon d
advent depends upon recognizing that they are indeed ful -
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filled at different points of time during the period of hi s
visit .

The greatest event of the first advent was the provisio n
of the ransom through the death of Jesus . It was then that
he gave his flesh for the life of the world . The sequel to thi s
event during our Lord's second presence is the establish-
ment of his kingdom, through the agencies of which the
blessings of life secured by the ransom will be dispense d
to a sin-cursed and dying race .

But there are many details in connection with the estab-
lishment of Messiah's kingdom! Many of these are specifi-
cally mentioned in the prophecies, and it is important t o
discern as clearly as possible their relationship to each
other, and their proper setting in the sequence of event s
which the prophecies outline .

The Upper Room Promis e

As already quoted, in the Upper Room the night befor e
Jesus was crucified he told his disciples that he was goin g
away to prepare a place for them, and that he would com e
again and receive them unto himself, that where he wa s
they might be also . (John 14 :1-3) In the light of othe r
prophecies this would seem to be one of the very earl y
events associated with the Master's second presence. Paul
said, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven wit h
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trum p
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first : then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together wit h
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shal l
we ever be with the Lord ."—I Thess . 4 :16, 1 7

"The dead in Christ shall rise first"—this is a reference to
all the faithful saints of the Gospel Age who lived and fell
asleep in death prior to our Lord's return . So far as these
were concerned, the Lord has received then unto himself .
But then there were those who were alive and remained .
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These also were to be exalted to be with Jesus and thei r
brethren in the "air"—or spirit realm—not all at once, but
as they finished their course in death .

Paul refers to this in his lesson on the resurrection . He
wrote, "Behold, I show you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep ,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinklin g
of an eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet shall sound ,
and the dead [in Christ] shall be raised incorruptible, an d
we shall be changed . For this corruptible must put on in -
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality ."—
I Cor . 15:51-53

"This corruptible must put on incorruption"--the reaso n
being, as previously stated by Paul, that "flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God ." (I Cor . 15 :50) Som e
received incorruptibility in the resurrection, after havin g
slept in death . And those who are alive and remain, without
sleeping in death, are exalted to immortality in a moment ,
in the twinkling of an eye, as they faithfully finish their
earthly course in death.

"Meat in Due Season "

Those who were "alive" and who "remained" at the tim e
of the resurrection of the sleeping saints are evidently thos e
referred to by Jesus in still another prophecy concernin g
his return. He refers to them as "servants" who are faith-
fully watching at the time of his coming, and says, "Blessed
are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shal l
find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird him-
self, and make them to sit down to meat, and will com e
forth and serve them."—Luke 12 :37

This "meat in due season" is the rich feast of presen t
truth by which the Lord's faithful watchers have bee n
spiritually nourished for nearly a hundred years . And how
"blessed" indeed it has been to partake of the glorious

28

	

THE DAWN



doctrines of the truth—those doctrines which, in their
entirety, assure us of a share in the ruling phase of th e
messianic kingdom, and the ultimate blessings of all the
families of the earth. It is undoubtedly this "blessed "
experience that is referred to in Daniel 12:12, which reads ,
"Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousan d
three hundred and five and thirty days . "

The Harves t

Another aspect of the work accomplished by Jesus in th e
initial stage of his second presence is referred to in the
prophicies as a harvest . His kingdom message to natura l
Israel at the time of his first visit to earth accomplished a
harvest . At that time he said to his disciples, "The harves t
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye there -
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers
into his harvest ."—Matt . 9:37, 38

Likewise, a harvest work has been in progress in con-
nection with Jesus' second visit. In replying to his disciples '
question concerning the signs of his second presence, Jesus
gave as one of the signs this harvest, or gathering work ,
among his own people . We quote, "He shall send his angels
with a great sound of a trumpet [the trumpet of truth] ,
and they shall gather together his elect from the fou r
winds, from one end of heaven to the other ."—Matt . 24 :3 1

The Greek word here translated "angels" simply denote s
messengers . These messengers may be heavenly beings o r
they may he humans. In this case we understand th e
reference is to those who are "alive and remain" in th e
flesh during the harvest period . Their faithfulness in pro -
claiming the harvest and kingdom message—the Gospel o f
the kingdom—is one of the tests upon these which, if they
are faithful, will prove them worthy when they reach th e
end of the way to be changed to immortality "in the twink-
ling of an eye" to live and reign with Christ in his gloriou s
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kingdom. Their exaltation is part of the setting-up proces s
of the kingdom .

The Chief Reape r

Revelation 14:14, 15 reads, "I looked, and behold a white
cloud and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man ,
having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a shar p
sickle . And another angel came out of the temple, cryin g
with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy
sickle, and reap : for the time is come for thee to reap ; for
the harvest of the earth is ripe ." Here is a prophecy of th e
early presence of "the Son of man" in which he is shown
with a sickle and a crown, indicating that he came as Reape r
and with the authority of a king . He is commissioned to
thrust in his sickle and reap, "for the time is come for the e
to reap . "

This describes the beginning of the harvest work—th e
separation of the "wheat" and "tares" as set forth in th e
Parable of the Wheat and the Tares . (Matt . 13:24-30, 37-43 )
The parable indicates that there are two features of th e
harvest—the gathering of the "wheat" into the "barn," and
the gathering and burning of the "tares" in a great furnac e
of fire, which we understand to be the "time of trouble"
with which the age comes to an end . This double feature of
the harvest work is shown as being accomplished under th e
leadership of the Son of man ; the gathering and burning o f
the tares being symbolized as a gathering of "the vine of th e
earth."—Rev. 14:16-20

The wheat and tares parable indicates that at the con-
clusion of the harvest the "righteous," that is, the "wheat,"
"shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father . "
These, together with Jesus, who now serves as the Chie f
Reaper, will constitute that blessed "Sun of Righteousness "
which rises with healing in his wings . It will be then that ,
through Christ and his faithful followers as the "seed" o f
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Abraham, the promised blessings will flow out to all th e
families of the earth .

Thus we see that there is the beginning of fulfilment of
a number of prophecies describing the work of the returned
Lord which logically takes place at essentially the sam e
time. He serves his faithful watchers with "meat in due
season ." This present truth acts as a test upon the watchers ,
and one of the tests is whether or not they are faithful i n
proclaiming this "everlasting Gospel," the harvest message ,
and thus participate in the harvest work under the directio n
of the Chief Reaper .

A Further Phas e

There is, however, another group of prophicies whic h
outline additional work to be accomplished by the secon d
visit of our Lord. One of these is found in Matthew 25 :31-46 .
This is the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, which por-
trays in symbolic language the work of the world's coming
judgment day . The introduction to this parable reads ,
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the
holy angels [messengers] with him then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory . "

This does not imply that there is a third coming of our
Lord—"the Son of man." But it does point up the fact that
there is a further purpose of his visit ; a purpose that i s
accomplished following the testing of those of his ow n
people "who are alive and remain" after the sleeping saint s
are awakened . It is a work which also follows the harvesting
of the "wheat" and "the vine of the earth . "

Those who are served with "meat in due season" whe n
our Lord returns are not at the time seated with him in the
throne of his glory . They are still in the flesh, and in nee d
of spiritual nourishment. But when the Son of man come s
in his glory ALL his holy messengers are with him. (Col .3 :4)

(Continued on page 34 )
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(Continued from page 31 )

This, then, is a phase of his coming which does not take
place until the last members of his body have made their
calling and election sure, and have been glorified with him .
This shows that we cannot properly apply all the prophecie s
concerning our Lord's return to the same instant of time ,
any more than we could do so with the prophecies pertain-
ing to his first advent .

"The throne of his glory" upon which the Son of man sits ,
together with all his faithful followers, is described i n
Revelation 20 :11 as "a great white throne ." In the following
verses the work of the judgment day is described . We fin d
"the dead small and great" standing before God, and "th e
books" are "opened ." Death and hades give up their dead ,
and death and hell are cast into the "lake of fire," which i s
the "second death . "

In the opening verse of this chapter we are told of a n
"Angel" which comes down from heaven and binds tha t
"old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan" for a thousan d
years . This "Angel" is the Christ, Head and body [Commen t
Bible] the Son of man and his holy messengers, who ar e
promised a share in the work of "bruising" the serpent' s
head. (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20) It has now been nearly a
hundred years since the Lord came to serve "meat in du e
season" to his "household," and to conduct the harvest
work, yet in every area of human experience, religious an d
political, the world is further from God and more irreligiou s
than ever before . Satan is still deceiving the whole world ,
and is still going about as a roaring lion seeking to devour
the Lord's own faithful people .

What a change there will be when the mighty Angel lay s
hold upon "that old serpent," binds him with a chain, set s
a seal upon him, and casts him into the bottomless pit! The n
the work of judging the resurrected world by Jesus an d
his church will begin . Then, during that period of "regener -
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ation" the church will sit upon thrones judging the twelv e
tribes of Israel ; or, as pictured under a slightly different
symbol, will be seated with Jesus on the throne of his glor y
for the judging of all nations which, based upon the thing s
written in the "books," will be divided as a shepher d
divideth his sheep from his goats .—Matt . 19:28

Restitution

Another prophecy pertaining to the work of the Lor d
during the time of his second visit to earth is given to u s
by Peter, and recorded in Acts 3:19-23 . This is part of a
sermon preached by Peter shortly after Pentecost . That
which gave rise to the sermon was a miracle performed by
Peter and John—the healing of a man who had been lam e
from birth . Peter explained that this man had been restored
to soundness of limb because of his repentance and becaus e
of his faith in Jesus of Nazareth, whom his audience ha d
helped to crucify .

Jesus was now raised from the dead, and alluding to th e
miracle of healing which he had just performed, Pete r
explained that at his return there would be "times of resti-
tution of all things ." It would not be a case of only a fe w
being restored, but all were to receive that blessing, eve n
those who had died. However, as Peter explained, th e
heavens must retain Jesus "until" this period of restitution .

To which phase of our Lord's return does Peter refer i n
this prophecy? Is it when he comes to serve "meat in du e
season" to his household, and to conduct the harvest work ;
or is it when he comes in his glory with all his holy angels
[messengers] with him, and sits upon the throne of hi s
glory? Before deciding which is the correct answer to thi s
question let us examine Peter's prophecy a little further .

Peter said that the"times of restitution" had been foretol d
by the mouth of all God's holy prophets since the world

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

35



began. The first quotation from the prophets which he give s
is the statement by Moses : "For Moses truly said unto the
fathers, a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unt o
you of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in
all things whatsoever he shall say unto you . And it shall
come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear tha t
prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people ."—Acts
3:22, 23

We understand from this that Peter's reference is to th e
coming of "that Prophet" made up of Jesus and his church .
This prophet was to be raised up to the generation o f
Israelites who lived in Moses' day, and of course to all th e
families of the earth of every generation . This implies tha t
the raising up of "that Prophet" would ultimately lead to
the resurrection of the dead . Indeed, the enemies of Pete r
understood this, and were grieved that Peter and John
taught the people and preached through Jesus the resur-
rection of the dead .—Acts 4 :1, 2

A part of Moses' prophecy as interpreted by Peter de-
clared that those who did not hear, or obey, "that Prophet "
"shall be destroyed from among the people ." (vs . 23) Since
Jesus returned to serve his household with meat in du e
season, and to conduct the work of harvest, none have bee n
destroyed from among the people through failure to giv e
obedient heed to the words of that Prophet . And the reason
is that "that Prophet" has not yet spoken to the world, an d
therefore the world has not had an opportunity to hear his
voice of instruction and authority .

Other Restitution Promise s

As Peter declared, God's prophets had fortold the time s
of restitution . And how we revel in those Old Testamen t
promises of restitution for a sin-cursed and dying world !
Here is one of them : "In this mountain [kingdom] shall th e
Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a
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feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, o f
wines on the lees well refined . And he will destroy in this
mountain the face of the covering cast over all the people ,
and the veil that is spread over all nations . He will swallow
up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tear s
from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall he take
away from off all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken it .
And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we have
waited for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord; we
have waited for him, and we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation ."—Isa . 25:6-9

How we long for the time when these promised restitutio n
blessings will be lavished upon the people of earth! An d
there are still other promises of restitution blessings . Isaiah
also wrote, "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, an<' .
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped . Then shall the lam e
man leap as an hart [as did the one healed by Peter a s
an illustration of restitution], and the tongue of the dum b
sing : for in the wilderness shall waters break out, an d
streams in the desert . And the parched ground shall become
a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habita-
tion of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds
and rushes . And an highway shall be there, and a way, an d
it shall be called The way of holiness ; the unclean shall not
pass over it ; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men ,
though fools, shall not err therein . . . .And the ransome d
of the Lord shall return [in the resurrection], and come to
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shal l
flee away."—Isa . 35:5-10

Here we are assured that the dumb will sing, and th e
blind will see, "for in the wilderness shall waters break out ,
and streams in the desert ." Some small areas of desert lan d
are today being irrigated by water brought long distances
for the purpose, but this has not caused the dumb to sin g
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and the blind to see . We are informed that deep down be -
low at least some of the deserts of earth there are hug e
quantities of water, but they have not yet burst forth t o
water the parched ground above .

While some of this encouraging prophecy of Isaiah i s
undoubtedly symbolic, we do know that in due time the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion, th e
glorified Christ, and will obtain joy and gladness, and tha t
sorrow and sighing will flee away. But this cannot be unti l
the Zion class is complete . Then "the law shall go forth o f
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ."—Micah
4:1- 4

A New Covenant

Through the Prophet Jeremiah the Lord promised t o
make a "new covenant" with the house of Israel and wit h
the house of Judah . The making of this covenant, th e
promise shows, was to result in God's Law being written i n
the hearts of the people . This is another promise of restitu-
tion which has not been fulfilled . No one is as yet being
restored to mental and physical health ; nor is the law of
God being written in the hearts of the people . However ,
we rejoice in this reassuring promise, which indicates s o
clearly that it is the divine purpose to restore mankind t o
that original mental, moral, and physical perfection whic h
was possessed by Adam when he was created in the divin e
image .

The Kingdom Grou p

It seems obvious that the return, or coming of the Lord ,
referred to by Peter in Acts 3 :19-23 has its proper setting
among the prophecies which describe, not the work o f
preparation which is accomplished during the first years o f
his presence, but the actual accomplishments of that king-
dom—the binding of Satan, the resurrection of the dead, the
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work of the judgment day, etc . Keeping these different
aspects of the Master's second presence in . mind, and rightly
dividing the Word of truth to make the proper applicatio n
of the prophecies relating . to them, results in beautiful
simplicity and harmony .

The important consideration for all the Lord's conse-
crated people is to continue their work of sacrificing th e
flesh and its interests as they lay down their lives in the
great cause of God to which they are dedicated . At best we
now know only in part, but we do know that we must be
faithful unto death in order to receive the crown of life and
reign with Christ a thousand years .—Rev. 2 :10 ; 20 : 6

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
APRIL 4—"Let us walk honestly ,
as in the day ."—Romans 13 :1 3
(Z . '03-122 Hymn 315 )
APRIL 11-"Let us walk, . . . not
in rioting and drunkenness ."—
Romans 13 :13 (Z. '03-123 Hym n
145 )
APRIL 18—"Beloved, think i t
not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, a s
though some strange thing hap-
pened unto you. But rejoice ,
inasmuch as ye are partakers o f
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Christ's sufferings; that when
His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceedin g
joy ."—I Peter 4 :12, 13 (Z . '96-3 1
Hymn 67 )
APRIL 25—"Without faith it is
impossible to please Him : for h e
that cometh to God must believ e
that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him."—i-Iebrews 11 :6 (Z .
'00-139 Hymn 35)
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The British Section

r r /fie L/e St o t't9

"Finally, my brethren, b e
strong in the Lord, and in th e
power of his might . Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against
the wiles of the Devil ."

—Ephesians 6 :1 0

IF WE are Christians an d
believe our Bibles, then we are
convinced of the ultimate tri-
umph of good over evil . In
fact, we know that the time i s
coming when evil will no
longer be an active principle
anywhere in the universe .

We know from God's Wor d
that in the coming age, during
the reign of Christ, the effect s
of evil will be eradicated fro m
the hearts and minds of al l
the willing and obedient of
the human race. We know tha t
then righteousness will be en-
couraged and evil will be
punished and restrained and
abated . But before this, befor e
God's kingdom shall hav e
come, before his will shall

be done on earth as in heaven,
God is calling us as his son s
to run "for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ
Jesus ."—Phil 3 :1 4

Because God is dealing with
this class now, before dealin g
with the world of mankind ,
those who hear his call and
respond have the special op-
portunity of enlisting them-
selves on the side of God an d
truth and righteousness . And
it is to the "us" class, th e
church of God, that the word s
of our text were written .

And what an exhortation t o
the brethren—"Be strong in
the Lord ." To be strong in th e
Lord implies that we may be
strengthened in the things o f
the Spirit. Those of "like
precious faith" the Apostle
Peter urged to give diligence
to make their calling an d
election sure . (II Pet . 1 :10) An d
so, if we are running now, if
we are fighting the good figh t
of faith now, then even in ou r
weakness we should hearken
to the words of our text t o
"be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might. "
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Our Armour and Warfare

Paul's reference to the armor
of God indicates that the strug-
gle requires fortitude and en -
durance, and we must put i t
on if we would be fully vic-
torious. Even though the illus-
tration is that of the literal
armour of a soldier as use d
in the days of the Apostle Paul ,
we are aware that it was no t
these material weapons to
which he referred, but to thei r
counterparts—spiritual weap-
ons and armour. He states i n
II Corinthians 10 :3-5 : "For
though we walk in the fles h
[that is, as human beings], we
do not war after the flesh : (for
the weapons of our warfare ar e
not carnal, but mighty throug h
God to the pulling down of
strongholds ;) casting down
imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itsel f
against the knowledge of God ,
and bringeth into captivit y
every thought to the obedienc e
of Christ. "

Sometimes the struggle
against errors, and against the
inherited weaknesses of th e
fallen flesh, is a most difficult
task, requiring strength o f
mind and heart and soul—
strength of a higher orde r
than the physical strength an d
endurance necessary to the
soldier of the world . But

merely to be exhorted to "b e
strong," while it might have
a stimulating effect upon u s
to strive to summon our cour-
age and our fortitude and our
faith in the Christian warfare ,
would not alone be sufficient .
By what means, then, may w e
become strong, how may we
be strengthened in the inne r
man?

Here, too, we may draw
lessons from the carnal soldier .
Certain knowledge is necessary
if the soldier would fight in-
telligently and successfully . He
must be trained in the art o f
war. He must be familiar with
the use of his weapons . He
should also be strong physi-
cally, through proper food an d
proper exercise .

It is equally true that a
Christian needs the knowledge
which the Bible, his "manua l
of Arms," supplies, if he woul d
fight intelligently, lawfully ,
and successfully against the
world, the flesh, and the Devil .
The Christian soldier's Captain,
Jesus Christ himself, delared
that it was his meat and drink
to do his Heavenly Father' s
will . (John 4 :34) That will for
him was very largely outline d
in the Old Testament Scrip-
tures, which he studied an d
fulfilled . Our meat and drin k
also is the doing of our
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Heavenly Father's will, whic h
both the Old and New Testa-
ment Scriptures reveal to us .
When rightly divided and un-
derstood they supply both our
spiritual enlightenment an d
food .

In our feasting upon th e
heavenly manna may we no t
draw a lesson from Israel of
old? They were commanded to
gather and eat of it every day .
Is it not equally important
that our spiritual needs be our
daily concern, that we let no t
a day go by without feastin g
on the Lord's bountiful suppl y
of spiritual food? If not, we
will become weak and fain t
in our minds, lacking tha t
strength in the Lord which we
might have had .

Certainly, knowledge alon g
various lines is essential, an d
surely an understanding o f
the character of our God and
of his plans and purposes i s
most important. Are we not
glad that he has seen fit t o
inform us of his program re-
vealing the length and breadth
and height and depth of hi s
love ?

Our Foes

The knowledge we have re-
lating to the foes we figh t
is also necessary . Our foes ar e
the world, the flesh, and the

Devil, and we are not ignoran ,
of their devices to deceive an d
overcome us—whether it be
by sophistry, or doubt, or hate ,
or flattery. We hear the ex-
pressions, "cold war," an d
"psychological warfare" ; the
Christian warfare has bee n
such from the very beginnin g
—a battle of the mind, a
"bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience o f
Christ" (II Corinthians 10 :5), a
being "transformed" by the
"renewing" of the mind (Rom .
12:2), putting on the mind o f
Christ as exhorted in Philip-
pians 2 :5 : "Let this mind be i n
you, which was also in Chris t
Jesus . "

The great archenemy of the
Christian, Satan, is a past mas-
ter in the art of propagand a
and psychological warfare . He
would like to have hindered
our entering the "narrow way, "
representing it as too rugged
and difficult, and involving to o
great a sacrifice . He would
frighten us with the might of
our foes, and by calling atten-
tion to our weaknesses . But
let us not be misled in looking
to ourselves and our acknowl-
edged weakness, but rathe r
"looking unto Jesus the autho r
and finisher of our faith ."—
Heb. 12 : 2

Let us also remember tha t
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"if God be for us, who ca n
be against us" to prevail ?
(Rom. 8 :31) The hymn wel l
expresses it : "When I think
of self, I tremble ; when I look
to thee, I'm strong." Thus by
looking unto him, from whenc e
cometh our help (Psalm 121 :1 ,
2), we become "strong in the
Lord, and in the power of hi s
might ." (Eph. 6:10) It is faith
in the assurances of the Wor d
of God which makes us strong ,
and "this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even
our faith ."—I John 5 : 4

Humility, Faith, Hope, an d
Lov e

Only in humility may we b e
truly "strong in the Lord," "for
God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble . "
(I Peter 5:5) We have many
examples of this fact. The Lord
through Samuel said concern-
ing King Saul : "When thou
\vast little in thine own sight,
the Lord anointed thee kin g
over Israel ." (I Samuel 15 :17)
Saul's greatness in his ow n
eyes later led to his rejection
by God .

This was true of other char-
acters of the Old Testamen t
as we read in II Chronicle s
15 :7 : "Be ye strong therefore,
and let not your hands b e
weak: for your work shall b e
rewarded." With these words

of encouragement, King As a
did battle against a huge hos t
of the Ethiopians, and wit h
full reliance on the Lord, con-
quered. Later in his reign ,
King Asa trusted in an allianc e
with Syria, in a war agains t
Israel, rather than looking fo r
the will of the Lord and his
help. Then the Lord throug h
the Prophet Hanani, spoke t o
King Asa, saying :

"Were not the Ethiopians
and the Lubims a huge host ,
with very many chariots an d
horsemen? yet, because thou
didst rely on the Lord, he de -
livered them into thine hand .
For the eyes of the Lord ru n
to and fro throughout th e
whole earth, to show himself
strong in the behalf of the m
whose heart is perfect towar d
him. Herein thou hast don e
foolishly: therefore from hence -
forth thou shalt have wars ."—
II Chron . 16 :8, 9

Thus is emphasized the fact
that we should trust in th e
Lord with all our heart, an d
lean not to our own under -
standing . (Proverbs 3:5) It is ,
then, not a matter of our own
strength, but of our faith an d
our hope and our love, and of
our hearts being perfect to -
ward him, that makes us
"strong in the Lord . "

We admire the physically
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strong. There are some quar-
ters in Christendom which be-
lieve that physical health and
vigor should be expected by
the Christian and are an in-
dication of God's blessing .
Certainly if we have soun d
bodies, good health, and physi-
cal vigor and strength we hav e
much for which to be thankful .
However, we do not find that
the Bible holds promises o f
this kind for the Christian .

Our strength in the Lord
is that of the heart and mind
and spirit—the new mind es-
tablished in righteousness and
truth and loyalty to God . The
matter of our health might
limit our activities, but should

not affect our desires, our
hopes, or our willingness t o
do whatever we are able to
do in the Master's service .

There is evidence that Paul' s
"thorn in the flesh" was poor
eyesight . (II Cor . 12 :7) He evi-
dently felt that this was a
hindrance to him in the work
of the Lord, and he prayed
three times it might be re -
moved. God's answer came, not
in compliance with the apos-
tle's desire, but nevertheles s
it was an answer which Paul
fully accepted ; namely, " M y
grace is sufficient for thee :
for my strength is made per-

fect in weakness . "
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Talking Things Over

The Miracle of the
Resurrection of Chris t

"Being made so much better than the angels, as He bat h
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they ."

—Hebrews 1 :4

THE resurrection of Jesus marked the turning point be-
tween ages, and gives assurance of God's interest in the
fallen race . Countless numbers of times in the history o f
humanity there have been miscarriages of justice due t o
the unwisdom and prejudice of those whose business it is
to judge and punish violators of the law. In most cases
these unfortunate experiences are little publicized, and soo n
forgotten by all except the individuals directly concerned .
But it was different in the case of the Man of Galilee who
was hung upon a cross till he died—not because he ha d
violated any law of his day, but because of religious prej-
udice and intolerance . Here, indeed, was a black travesty
of justice, but it was destined to mark the turning point o f
time, and to introduce the most highly civilizing concept s
of religion ever known to man. It was the beginning of
the Christian era !

There were a few who did not lose faith in Jesus when th e
mob cried for his death . Among these was Mary Magdalene .
She went to the tomb of her beloved Master early in the
morning after the sabbath, and found it empty. She notifie d
Peter and John, who came to the tomb and confirmed he r
findings . They returned to their home, but Mary tarried .
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It was then that she saw two angels in white—one was "at
the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesu s
had lain . "-John 20:11, 12

Mary was weeping bitterly, and in answer to question s
put to her by these heaven-sent strangers, she explaine d
that the body of her Lord had been taken away and tha t
she knew not where to find it. Outside of the tomb another
stranger accosted her, and he also wanted to know the caus e
of her sadness . She thought this man was the gardener, and
supposing that he had been in the general vicinity most o f
the time since Jesus died, believed he could give her som e
information as to who had taken away the body, and wher e
it had been taken, so she asked him about it .

Yes, this "stranger," who appeared as a gardener, di d
know what had become of Jesus' body, for he was the res-
urrected Jesus himself! With the tone of voice and accen t
with which she was familiar, and which on many occasion s
no doubt had stirred her entire being, he now spoke to her ,
saying, "Mary." He did not look like Jesus . He was not
dressed as Jesus had always dressed . But it was the voice of
Jesus, and Mary knew then that he was no longer dead .

Mary knew that she had seen Jesus, but she knew als o
that now he was different . Then he vanished from her sight .
Later, he joined two of his disciples who were en route t o
Emmaus, and conversed with them . They did not recognize
him until he offered thanks at the evening meal . Here again
it was evidently the tone of his voice and his familiar way
of expressing thanks that caused them to know that thei r
guest was the Master. On another occasion he appeared i n
an upper room where his eleven apostles were conferring .
They had locked the doors for fear of the Jews, but Jesus
came into the room just the same . This time he appeared i n
such a manner that they recognized him by sight .

Mary had seen a "stranger." Two of the disciples had
seen and conversed with a "stranger ." The eleven in the
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upper room saw the Master as he formerly appeared . Later ,
a group of them saw him on the lake shore, and thought
he was a fisherman. He was with them forty days after hi s
resurrection, but they saw him only on a few brief occasions .
Yes, he was different, so different that they were puzzle d
to understand him, and to know just how they still could b e
his disciples .

Is the story of Jesus entering a room with the doors
locked too fantastic to believe? We think not . It required
great faith to believe it prior to our modern age, but toda y
we are surrounded with miracles just as inexplicable as this ,
and we accept them as a matter of fact . Beautiful music ,
drama, lectures, motion and talking pictures come into ou r
homes every day, and we do not have to open the doors to
let them in . True, we have gadgets inside our homes which
we call receiving sets, and with these we "tune in" the
particular kind of entertainment we prefer . But still, while
we know what to do to accomplish these results, it is mys-
tifying to think how it penetrates walls and is ever present
with us, surrounding us on all sides, and yet imperceptibl e
to our sight and realization .

We are referring, of course, to radio and television . And
even more wonderful than the fact that we can enjoy the
pleasures of these inventions right in our homes "with the
doors locked," is the knowledge that the programs of ou r
choice travel through miles and miles of space in order t o
reach our homes . Furthermore, while we may be enjoyin g
a lecture on science, and a million others may be enjoying
the same lecture, other millions are being entertained o r
instructed in numerous other ways . All these many pro -
grams are riding the air waves, so to speak, at the same
time, but do not interfere with one another .

It appears altogether too fantastic to believe, so we will
all be unbelievers! We'll say it isn't true! It can't be true !
But it is true! We can't explain it—of course not . Even the
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inventors and scientists can't explain the invisible power
which they have learned to harness and control to a limite d
extent . They speak of electricity, of wave lengths, etc ., but
these are just words by which they describe certain result s
they obtain by doing certain things .

Now this is just our way of saying that there are things
all around us which we cannot see ; invisible power whic h
we cannot fully explain ; an energy which cannot be stoppe d
by brick, stone, or wooden walls . These things which the
human eye cannot see and the human brain but imperfectly
understand are, however, just as real and "tangible" as the
objects which we call material . It is just that our senses
cannot clearly perceive or completely explain them . And
this brings us back to the fact that the limited reasoning
ability we do possess should certainly enable us to see tha t
there must be more intelligent and more powerful being s
in this universe than ourselves, yet invisible .

Today our scientists are merely scratching the surface
as it were, in their efforts to harness and use invisibl e
forces of nature . And think of the marvelous results they
are obtaining! But let us remember that these invisibl e
forces have always been in existence . They were created
and have been used by the Creator to control all the billion s
of worlds in his vast universe . He knows precisely what
electricity and nuclear energy are, for he created them .
And so it is with all the things we see and with which w e
work every day of our lives . We can plant a turnip seed an d
watch the turnip grow from it into maturity . We can coo k
turnips and eat them; but we cannot make turnip seed .

When Jesus was raised from the dead he announced t o
his disciples that all power had been given to him, in heaven
and in earth . We accept this as a statement of fact . By doing
so, there is no obstacle to our believing that One who pos-
sessed such power could come and go as the wind, an d
reveal himself to human eyes in any manner he chose—a s
a gardener, a stranger, in a locked room, or by the lak e
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shore. Or, if he preferred, he could be present with hi s
disciples without their knowing of his presence . Jesus, wh o
in coming to earth to die for the sin-cursed race, humble d
himself and was made a little lower than the angels, ha d
now been rewarded for his faithfulness . Now he was th e
exalted Jesus, having been made "so much better than th e
angels . "

We honor our heroes and reward those who risk deat h
in order to save or benefit others . There is a righteous
principle involved in this ; a principle which had its origi n
with the Creator . He thus honored Jesus for his faithfulness .
He "decorated" his Son with glory, honor, and immortality .
He exalted him above the angels—above every name that i s
named. He whose wisdom and power operated to create th e
universe now used that power to raise Jesus from the dea d
and give him a nature high above the human and the an-
gelic, even the divine nature itself .

Mere man is able to unloose a fraction of the hidden
energy created by God, but does it at the risk of committin g
racial and national suicide . God, who created that energy ,
and therefore is vastly superior to it, laid hold upon th e
dead Christ, restored him to life, and exalted him to his
own right hand, giving him "all power" in heaven and i n
earth .

We are awe-inspired with the thought! Is it any wonde r
that divine intervention such as this, on behalf of One who ,
while he died for the sins of the world, nevertheless, wa s
unjustly killed, should have such a profound effect upon the
course of the world? If the discovery of the limited use o f
atomic energy has ushered the world into a new age—the
atomic age—it is no wonder that the direct use of divin e
power by him who created atomic energy should also mark
the beginning of a new age, even the Christian age !

But we should not labor under any misapprehensions con-
cerning "the Christian age ." Many things have occure d
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during the Christian dispensation and in the name o f
Christianity which have not been Christian . It has not been
Christian for one nation to go to war against another in the
name of Christ. The "Holy" Crusades were unholy an d
unchristian . The "Holy Inquisition" was not Christian—i t
was the product of inhuman religious intolerance and hate ,
and among the most unholy of all the diabolical practice s
of the Dark Ages . Persecution of the Jews has not been
Christian .

The fear-instilling teaching of eternal torture for the
wicked is not Christian . Masses for the dead, and the clai m
that such masses ease and shorten the sufferings of those
alleged to have gone to purgatory, are wholly without au-
thority by Christ or any of the inspired writers of the Scrip-
tures . Selling indulgences, and "blessing" images and every-
thing else that is blessed in consideration of a fee, ar e
unchristian and unholy practices, and not part of God' s
work during the Christian age .

That for which the now nearly obsolete word "Christen-
dom" originally stood was not Christian . It had its inception
in the claim that the church-state governments of Europ e
constituted the kingdom of Christ . But that was a fals e
claim. This union of apostate churches with civil govern-
ments was foretold in the Scriptures, and portrayed a s
spiritual harlotry. The teachings of the church relative to
this illicit union with the state are symbolized in the Wor d
of God as "the wine of her fornication," and it was foretol d
that this "wine" would make all the nations drunk whic h
partook of it . No wonder the nations of Europe were almos t
continuously engaging in a barbarous round of war, blood -
shed, and hate during the heyday of ecclesiastical power i n
the old Roman world . Surely such debauchery was not
Christian, and no part of God's plan for the Christian age .

All these evils are but the work of selfish man . That they
were practiced in the name of Christ has confused the true
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issues and principles of Christianity in the minds of millions .
It is this confused conception of Christianity that is causing
so many now to lose faith in the Bible . The enlightenment of
our day is causing thinking minds to realize that a religion
which has countenanced and still countenances and pro -
motes such evils is a very bad religion, and that the worl d
would be better off without it . The truth of this is readily
apparent to the unbiased, unprejudiced thoughtful person ,
but it is urged that the earnest truth-seeker look further ,
to search deeper, to push aside the rubbish of superstition
and discover the jewels of truth hidden away in the Bible—
truths which in the light of present-day events reflect beam s
of light from the God of heaven which pierce the gloom
ahead and reveal the remaining steps in the pathway to
the human destiny of peace and everlasting life planne d
by the Creator .

What, then, during this Christian age, has been trul y
Christian? To the extent that the moral and ethical teach-
ings of Christ have been practiced, we have had a bette r
world . Of this there can be no doubt. On the other hand, th e
failure of the nations, and of individuals comprising the
nations, to practice Christian principles in all their dealing s
with one another, does not mean that Christianity has failed .
For, strange though this may seem, Jesus did not commis-
sion his followers to convert the world to his way of life
during this Christian or Gospel Age . To the extent that the
world has been made better by the influence of his teach-
ings in the lives of those who have been his true followers ,
it has thus far been a by-product of true Christian faith an d
work .

Jesus commissioned his followers to go into all the worl d
to preach the Gospel, and to make disciples of all nations .
They were not to limit their field to one nation, but were to
go to all . Those of any and all nationalities who believed and
devoted themselves to the cause were to be accepted a s
disciples . That every individual in all nations would becom e
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disciples was not expected . As for the world in general wh o
heard the message, it was to be merely in the nature of a
"witness," a testimony. Instead of all the world being con-
verted by this effort, the Scriptures explain that its purpos e
has been merely to "take out" of the world a people "fo r
his name."—Acts 15 :14-17

A great deal is said in the New Testament about th e
"calling" of this class, and much of it has been misunder-
stood. The promise is given that those who suffer and di e
with Jesus will live and reign with him . They are to share
his "glory." They are to sit on his "throne ." Jesus promise d
to prepare a place for them, and to "come again" and re-
ceive them unto himself . All these marvelous promises
combine to mean that the true disciples of Christ durin g
this Christian age are justified in expecting to be exalte d
above angels, and to share the divine nature and glor y
which the Father gave to Jesus as a reward for his faith-
fulness. The apostle speaks of it as a "heavenly calling ."—
Heb. 3 : 1

The calling and selection of these by God, based upo n
their acceptance of and loyalty to the Gospel as preache d
by Jesus' disciples, has been the divine program for thi s
age. It began at Pentecost . There the invisible power of God ,
the Holy Spirit, came upon the waiting disciples, enlighten-
ing their minds and giving them power of speech to declare
the message of truth concerning the purposes of God . The
response on that first day was tremendous ; but the enthu-
siasm of the believers was commingled with the persecution
of the intolerant and prejudiced. The fight between light
and darkness was on, and the struggle has continued unti l
this day. The truth and those who have believed in it have
always been on what appeared to be the losing side .

It was thus with Jesus, who, although the "light of the
world," was crucified. He told his disciples that they also
were to be the "light of the world," but their light, although
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they have let it shine as brightly as possible, has been but a
glimmer in the world of darkness and sin . The light-bearers
have been ostracised, persecuted, and killed . Jesus foretol d
this, saying, "In the world ye shall have tribulation, but b e
of good cheer, I have overcome the world ." (John 16 :33) And
his followers have overcome, too! Not by conquering th e
world, and ruling over it through the civil powers, but b y
overcoming its spirit of selfishness in their hearts and, lik e
Jesus, laying down their lives in sacrifice that others migh t
be blessed .

Yes, it may have appeared that the truth and the trut h
people have always been on the scaffold. But it has no t
really been a scaffold. It has been an altar—God's altar o f
sacrifice. His people have, like Jesus, been proving thei r
love for his ways and principles by faithfulness in sacrifice .
They have been demonstrating their unselfishness, their
devotion to righteousness ; their harmony with the divine
principles of justice and love . They have loved their enemie s
as God as enjoined through Jesus . They have, in short,
qualified to be associated with the highly exalted Jesus in
the future work of restoring humanity to life upon th e
earth .

This, then, has been God's work for his people during
the Christian age . In it we see a further manifestation o f
divine wisdom and mercy. Paul speaks of Christians as
"laborers together with God ." (I Cor. 3 :9) Surely the Crea-
tor, with all his resources of wisdom and power, does no t
need help, especially the very limited aid that could b e
given to him by puny and dying human beings. But he has
arranged it that way, and there must be a reason for it . One
of the terms applied to Jesus in his relationship to Go d
and men is that of Mediator . (I Tim. 2:5) His followers ar e
designated ministers of reconciliation . (2 Cor. 5:18-20) The y
are to be on the mediatorial board with Jesus, and will share
the work of reconciling the estranged world to God . Thus
the fallen race will have representation on the board of

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

57



mediatorship which will prepare the way for their return t o
favor with God and to life . Marvelous grace !

We said that these promises relating to the "high calling "
of Jesus' disciples have been misunderstood ; and they have .
From these special promises to the few, the false theor y
has been deduced that the Creator never intended that ma n
should remain a human being, and that his human existenc e
is but the first stage in his life ; that death is but the portal
into the next phase, which is to be spiritual or heavenly . The
theory is that all who accept Christ as their Savior before
they reach the portal of death, go to heaven, but that those
who do not, go to hell, and there suffer all the excruciating
tortures that deceived human brains have been able t o
imagine and describe .

Due to this misunderstanding, the real destiny of th e
human race has been overlooked . Few have noticed th e
many promises of God to restore the dead to life as humans ,
that they might live on the earth forever. They have failed
to realize that the promises of God which speak of spiritua l
blessings and a heavenly home, and of glory, honor, an d
immortality are intended only for the footstep followers o f
Jesus—given to encourage them to faithfulness in laying
down their lives as Jesus did, that they might live and reig n
with him in his future kingdom here on this earth . The
casual reader of the Bible has failed to see that the divine
program in selecting the church of Christ is that the church
in heavenly glory with Christ, exalted high above angels an d
principalities and powers, should, together with him, be th e
channel of life-giving blessings right here on earth, for al l
of resurrected mankind .

That little nucleus of disciples who followed Jesus from
place to place throughout Judea properly marveled at th e
mighty miracles he performed . He had at his command the
atomic energy of health and life, and could employ it a t
will . What the disciples and others saw him do seeme d
miraculous to them, but that was only because he was work-
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ing in a field of knowledge and energy beyond their human
comprehension . Yes, they marveled ; and doubtless the more
so when on one occasion Jesus said to them, "He that be-
lieveth on me the works that I do shall he do also ; and
greater works than these shall he do ; because I go to m y
Father ."—John 14 :12

Back in the age before Christ came, God manifeste d
his presence with his people Israel in connection with the
tabernacle and its services . On their "atonement day" the
blood of a bullock and a goat was taken into the most hol y
of the tabernacle and sprinkled upon the mercy seat . Paul
indicates in his writings that this "most holy" was symboli c
of heaven, and that the blood of Jesus actually does for th e
people what the blood of bulls and goats did representa-
tively and pictorially for the Israelites .

Now we are not to suppose that Jesus carried his huma n
blood to heaven with him and sprinkled it upon a literal
mercy seat . This illustration and the language of the Scrip-
tures are intended merely to convey to our finite minds th e
idea that the sacrifice of Jesus as "the Lamb of God" wa s
well-pleasing to his Father, and that upon his return to th e
heavenly courts following the completion of his earthl y
ministry the way was prepared for another phase of the
divine plan for restoring a lost world .

It was on the day of Pentecost that Peter said Jesus had
been raised from the dead and highly exalted, and, he
added, "hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear" —
referring to the miraculous manifestation of God's power ,
the Holy Spirit, which came upon the waiting diciples a t
that time. Here the people of God were brought into contact
with his power in a manner in which it had never before
operated. It illuminated their minds to understand some -
thing of the glorious hope which was set before them in the
Gospel . It gave them strength and courage to endure the
suffering inflicted upon them by enemies of the truth . It
nourished them and built them up in preparation for thei r
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exaltation with Jesus . It was a token of the power wit h
which they would be endued when, with Jesus, they woul d
later be performing those "greater works" which he ha d
promised as a result of his going to the Father .

Peter said of the true disciples of Jesus, "Unto us are
given exceeding great and precious promises, that by thes e
ye might be partakers of the divine nature ." (II Pet . 1:4) Th e
divine nature is the nature of God. Jesus was exalted to thi s
nature, and is now "the express image" of the Father' s
person. (Heb . 1 :3) John declares, "We know that . . . we shal l
be like him; for we shall see him as he is ." (I John 3 :2) Al l
of this is quite beyond our comprehension, but to the extent
that we can grasp the thought, it is not surprising to realiz e
that if a company of imperfect, dying human beings are
to be exalted above all the other creatures of the universe ,
and given the very nature of God and partake of his glory ,
we should not be surprised that it was essential first of al l
that Jesus should go to his Father about it, or as Paul ex-
presses it, "appear in the presence of God for us ."—He b
9:24

Thus Jesus made it possible for God's work of this ag e
to begin, as it did, at Pentecost . That work has continued ,
unnoticed and unknown to the world . Its implications have
been so far-reaching and its magnitude so great, that ther e
is little wonder it should be misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. The language and promises of the Bible have been
lifted out of their setting and given crude, unreasonabl e
meanings . Spurious works have been undertaken, and a
counterfeit kingdom of Christ established through misunder-
standing the divine program for the Christian age . Mean-
while the whole human creation of God has groaned and
travailed together in pain, waiting for the manifestation o f
the sons of God; that is, waiting, although unwittingly, for
the work of this age to be completed, when all those calle d
to be sons of God and joint-heirs with Jesus shall be exalted
above the angels to live and reign with him in the kingdo m
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of blessing now near .—Rom.8:19-22

And when we use that word "kingdom" we are usin g
one which is very important in the Bible . Jesus taught hi s
followers to pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven." (Matt . 6 :10) Yes, the Creator' s
will is to be done in the earth . For this we are glad. This i s
the thought conveyed by the term "kingdom ." It is ruler-
ship, or control—in this case, divine control over the affair s
of men. Jesus will be the supreme Ruler in that kingdom.
His faithful followers, who died sacrificially as he died, wil l
be associated with him. These mighty rulers will be in-
visible. But we are not to suppose that this kingdom
will be indefinite and vague—a rulership consisting merel y
of an ideology which can be accepted or rejected by th e
people as they prefer .

Christ's kingdom will have its human representatives .
The Scriptures tell us who they will be, and in telling us ,
explain some of the texts of the Bible which have bee n
puzzling to many . For example, Peter said that David ha d
not ascended into heaven. (Acts 2:34) Jesus also said that
no man had ascended up to heaven . (John 3 :13) On anothe r
occasion Jesus said that among those born of women there
was none greater than John the Baptist, yet the very leas t
one in the kingdom of heaven was greater than John . (Matt .
11:11) These statements all refer to men who served God
prior to the Christian era . They reveal that, unlike the serv-
ants of God during this age, they were not given a heavenl y
hope .

Other promises of the Bible tell what their reward wil l
be. They were the "fathers" in Israel, and the promise i s
that they shall be made "princes in all the earth ." Ps . 45:16 )
Jesus refers to them—to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and al l
the prophets—and indicates that when his kingdom i s
ruling in the earth these shall be the recognized represent-
atives of it . (Luke 13 :28) Yes, in this again, God's power
will operate to raise the dead, and will restore these well -
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qualified men and women to be the earthly representative s
of the spiritual Christ .

Man is misusing for destructive purposes the energy Go d
created, and the only thing which will save the human race
from the suicide which it is certain to bring upon itself i f
left to its own devices, is divine intervention . And God ha s
promised to intervene by means of the kingdom of Chris t
for which we have been praying .

He has already used his power to exalt Jesus far above
the angels ; and the church is to share that glory with him .
Divine power will soon be used again to restore the Ancien t
Worthies to fulness of life, and these two companies, select-
ed from among the fallen race, will work together—on e
in heaven and one on earth—for a thousand years, to re -
establish divine control over the affairs of men, and to re -
store all the willing and obedient of mankind to their los t
home and lost dominion .
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To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH . ..

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age--ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t

"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n

that compth into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saint s
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e

God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s

in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . I :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's miller. ial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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