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God so loved the world that
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should not perish but have
everlasting life.
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May these writings serve as a source of personal reflection and devotion,
as a reminder, an encouragement and an inspiration to the reader. While
the words were written over a century ago, they still hold true today more
than ever as the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom approaches very near.

And may Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted

and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what

is the width and length and depth and height—to know the love of Christ

which passes knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:17-19
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PREFACE

For six thousand years the Lord has maintained [His] original position—has refused to
sanction sin or permit sinners to live. Such an unchangeable attitude at first seems severe,
especially when we consider that we were born in sin and shapen in iniquity, infested by
weaknesses and surrounded by evil influences. It seems severe on God’s part to insist upon
perfection, when all of our experiences teach us that it is impossible for fallen humanity to
attain absolute righteousness in word and deed and thought. Indeed the Scriptures confirm
our experiences, declaring, “There is none righteous, no, not one” —Rom. 3:10

The goodness of God is not seen in the severity, but, wholly separated, it stands side by side
with it. God’s goodness, his generosity, his mercy, kindness, love, which are not manifested
in the sentence and in the execution of its penalties, are manifested in the great gift of his
love—the Lord Jesus and the Redeemer provided in him—a redemption coextensive with
the fall and with the condemnation. The Apostle expresses the matter pointedly in the
words, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9.) God’s love was
not previously manifested; for over four thousand years only the severity, the justice of the
divine character was manifested, though a hint was given to Abraham and subsequently
through the prophets, that God had kind sentiments toward the fallen and tainted race,
which in due time would bring blessings to all the families of the earth.

The period between the first advent of our Lord and his second advent is in some respects
a parenthesis in the divine plan, during which the Church is specially dealt with. The
redemption of the world and its reconciliation with God, based upon divine goodness
expressed in the death of the Redeemer, wait for its further expression to the world until
the end of the Gospel age and the opening of the Millennial age— “the world to come”
When the morning of that new day shall dawn, the goodness of God will be seen more
distinctly than ever by mankind. Indeed it may be said that the world as yet has seen
nothing of the goodness of God; it has merely seen his severity, his justice, executed against

the entire human family for the last six thousand years.

In that new dispensation the facts will all be made clear. The blessings then coming to the
world—peace, righteous government, helpful influences, the restraint of evil, the knowledge
of the Lord and understanding of his gracious arrangements and purposes—these will all
be most convincing proofs to mankind of God’s sympathy and mercy in Christ. R. 3321
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THE LOGOS

He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn over all creation.
Colossians 1:15
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In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
- John 1:1-2 -

“In the beginning”: These same words introduce us to the Bible as the record of the world’s
creation in the book of Genesis, but here the reference is to a beginning long before the
creation of this earth. To what beginning, then, could it refer—a beginning of what? We
answer that it was not the beginning of the divine being, for respecting the heavenly
Father, Jehovah, the Almighty, we have the distinct statement that from everlasting to
everlasting he is God—he had no beginning. Hence the beginning mentioned in our text
refers neither to man, nor to angels, nor to the Father: it does refer to the “beginning of
the creation of God” (Rev. 3:14), a name or title given to the only begotten of the Father,
who subsequently became our Redeemer and Lord, Jesus. This original or beginning or
first creation of God in our text is called the Word of God—the Logos.

[This expression, Word, in the Greek is Logos. The thought behind the word Logos is that
in olden times a king, instead of speaking his commands directly to his people, sat behind
a lattice work, and his Logos, or messenger, or word, or representative, stood before the
lattice work, and gave the message of the king to the people in a loud tone of voice.
The king himself was not seen by the people-—the Logos was the one seen. So this is the
picture the Scriptures give us of how Jesus was the express representative of the Heavenly
Father, the One through whom the Heavenly Father made Himself known—the Word, or
the Logos. So we read in the first chapter of John.]

The first verse, although not a bad translation, fails to give to the English reading the
force, the significance of the Greek, and gives the implication that there are at least two
Gods, whereas the Scriptures declare that “there is one God, the Father, and one Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 8:6.) Nowhere in the Scripture are these said to be equal in power
and glory. On the contrary, whether we take the words of the apostles, or the prophets,
or of the Lord Jesus himself, they all declare in harmony that the “Father is greater than
1“I came not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” (John 14:28; 6:38).
When we read, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God,” that makes
two, the Word and the God whom he was with or represented, and then the statement
that the “Word was God,” we are thrown into confusion. How could the Word and God
be God? It is here that the Greek gives the relief and makes the matter plain. It reads, “In
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with the God and the Word was a God;
the same was in the beginning with the God.” If we accept this just as the Greek gives it,
with the emphasis of the Greek article in the one place and not in the other, then all is
straightened out—is clear. Then we can see that originally there was but the “one God, the
living [self-existent] and true God”; that the glorious personage in this verse called the
Word or Logos was the beginning of the Father’s creative work.

“The same was in the beginning with the God” clearly implies a certain time recognized
as the beginning, but so far as the heavenly Father himself is concerned, the Scriptures
declare, “From everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” (Psa. 90:2.) In other words, while it
may be beyond our comprehension, it is the Scriptural presentation that the Father alone
was without beginning, and that the Son was the beginning of the Father’s creative work-
—created before angels as well as before man. R. 3474, R. 4106, R. 4963



THE LOGOS

For to which of the angels did He ever say: “YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY |
HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”’? And again: “l WILL BE TO HIM A FATHER, AND
HE SHALL BE TO ME A SON’”?

— Hebrews 1:5 -

God has “many sons,” and one “only begotten Son.” Our Lord before he became a man, was a spirit
being, as “God is a spirit,” and angels are spirits; and he was the “first born of every creature,” or “born
before all creation,” as some translate it—the beginning of Jehovah God’s creative work. —Rev. 1:8;
3:14. And since he is both the first and the last, the beginning and ending of Jehovah’s direct creative
work, it is very evident that he was the ONLY Son of God thus directly begotten of the Father. And
since it is clearly stated that “all things were made by him, and without him was not anything made
that was made (John 1:3), it becomes the more evident to every reasoning mind that His creation
was more directly and specially the Father’s work than that of any other creature, or Son of God
—man or angel; for though it was the Father’s power and vitality that was given to angels, to men,
to beasts, and birds, and creeping things, yet with none of these was the begetting a direct work of
Jehovah, as in the case of the one Son distinguished forever among the sons of God by the title, “only
begotten Son.” R.1005

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is
before all things and in Him all things consist.
- Colossians 1:15-17 -

Genesis goes back to the beginning of things earthly; but this [verse] goes back to the beginning of
all beginnings, when God was alone. The very beginning of Divine operation was the Logos—“the
Beginning of the creation of God”—'""the First-born of every creature” —Rev. 3:14; Col. 1:15. We
must recognize that our Lord is the One who was the beginning of the creation of God and the end
of it, the One by whom are all things, the One who is next to the Father, His very Representative
in everything pertaining to the

affairs of the Universe. (Col. 1:15;
Rev. 3:14; John 1:1-3; 1 Cor. 8:6.)

In other words, Jesus was the
direct Creator of all things. He
was the Divine Power, Agent,
Word, Messenger, the Logos of
Jehovah. He did all the great work
of creation; but He Himself was
the first of God’s direct creation,
the First-born of all creatures,
that in all things He might have
the pre-eminence—the first place.
R. 5351, R. 5991, R. 4963
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Proverbs 8:22-31

22 The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, before
His works of old.

23 | have been established from everlasting, from the beginning,
before there was ever an earth.

24 When there were no depths | was brought forth, when there
were no fountains abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills, | was
brought forth.

26 While as yet He had not made the earth or the fields, or the
primal dust of the world.

27 When He prepared the heavens, | was there. When He drew a
circle on the face of the deep.

28 When He established the clouds above, when He strengthened
the fountains of the deep,

29 when He assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters
would not transgress His command. When He marked out the
foundations of the earth,

30 then | was beside Him as a master craftsman. And | was
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him,

31 rejoicing in His inhabited world, and my delight was with the
sons of men.




THE LOGOS

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made
that was made.
- John 1:3 -

[This] verse is a grand, comprehensive statement, which gives us a glimpse of the great honor and
dignity of the Son of God, “the Only Begotten” of the Father, the “beginning of the creation of God”
“All things were made by him,” by the Word—angels, worlds, mankind—all things: “Without him
was not one thing made that was made.” How grandly, how gloriously, the dignity and honor and
position of our great Lord looms up before us as we think of how highly the Father honored him,
even before he came into the world, even before he manifested his obedience to the Father’s will
even unto death. R. 3474

There is one God, the Father, of whom are all things and we for Him,
and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through
whom we live.

— 1 Corinthians 8:6 -

The power was of the Father, but it was exercised through the Son, the beginning of his creation,
and hence “without him was not anything made that was made.” What a beautiful testimony! How
honoring to the Father! how honoring to the Son! The Father used the Son as his active agent in
every creative work—nothing whatever was done without him. Is not this a sufficiency of honor for
our dear Redeemer? Is it not as much or more than he ever claimed? In his humility he said nothing
about his high honor, which he left to be our Redeemer. R. 4106

I have been established from everlasting, from the beginning, before
there was ever an earth. Then | was beside Him as a master craftsman,
and | was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him.

- Proverbs 8:23,30 -

It was mutual love that delighted to manifest and express mutual confidence, that gloried in the same
loving and benevolent purposes, that sympathized fully with each other’s thoughts and feelings, and
that delighted in the close and blessed relationship of Father and Son. The Father did not treat the
Son as a servant and hide his purposes from him; but delighted to take him into his confidence in
so far as his wisdom and prudence dictated. This scripture together with John 1:1-18 not only shows
his intimate acquaintance with Jehovah and knowledge of his plans, but exhibits him as his honored
agent in their accomplishment. When we consider the length of time that must have elapsed during
the creation of the material universe and that our Lord was the “beginning of the creation of God”
(Rev. 3:14) before angels as well as before man, and Jehovah’s agent in the creation of angels as well
as men, we may have some idea of our Lord’s intimate and long acquaintance with Jehovah and his
plans. R.3160 and R. 1059
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| am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.
- Revelation 1:8 -

In no other way can we understand Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end, the first and the last, as he claims in his revelation to John, (Rev. 1:8; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13) than as
the Scriptures harmoniously teach, that as Jehovah’s agent he is the beginner and finisher of the
wondrous plan, though not its author. In a word, he was the only direct creation of Jehovah, all
other creations being through him as his agent or representative; as we read: “To us there is but one
God-—the Father—of whom are all things and we in him: and one Lord—Jesus Christ—by whom are
all things and we by him.” (1 Cor. 8:6.) R.445

He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world.
—1Peter 1:20 -

This great work of actual justification, salvation, or restitution, is the work which God purposed to
do for the world; and to this end both the death and the resurrection of Christ are all-important. The
kingdom of the world, to be given to the perfected and worthy ones of the redeemed race at the close
of the Millennium, is clearly distinguished from all others by being called the kingdom prepared for
them “from the foundation of the world,” the earth having been made to be the everlasting home
and kingdom of perfect men. But the kingdom bestowed upon Christ, of which the Church, his
“bride,” becomes joint-heir, is a spiritual kingdom, “far above angels, principalities and powers,” and
it also shall “have no end” —Christ’s Millennial Kingdom, which will end, being merely a beginning
of Christ’s power and rule. (1 Cor. 15:25-28.) This endless heavenly, spiritual kingdom was prepared
long before the earth was founded—its inception being recognized in Christ, “the beginning of the
creation of God.” It was intended for Christ Jesus, the First Begotten; but even the Church, his bride
and joint-heir, was chosen or designed also, in him, before the foundation of the world. —Eph. 1:4.
R. 1246 and R. 2607

The mystery from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in
God who created all things through Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:9

See also entry for John 6:38 on page 72

See also reference to John 16:28 on page 122
See also entry for John 17:5 on page 128

See also entry for John 8:58 on page 261



THE LOGOS

I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.
- Psalm 40:8 -

The Master always had this disposition of reverence for the Father and of full trust and confidence
in the Divine Wisdom, Love, Justice and Power. Hence, when the time came that the Father had
purposed—when He would send a Savior into the world, first to redeem it and later on to become its
King and Deliverer—and the proposal to render this great service to God and to men was proffered
to the great Logos— “the Only Begotten of the Father” —it was promptly accepted. “I delight to do
Thy will, O My God!” was the response of the chiefest of all God’s creatures. This involved a great
humiliation—leaving the dignity of the chiefest on the spirit plane, to become a human being—a
man amongst men— “the Man Christ Jesus” —not a sinful man, but a perfect one, in the image and
likeness of God, as was the first Adam originally— “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.”
R. 5846

Being in the form of God, *did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant and coming in the likeness of men.

- Philippians 2:6-7 -
[The Apostle] points out to us that when our Lord Jesus was a spirit being, before He stooped to take
our nature and to bear the penalty of our sin, He was in “a form of God”—a spirit form, a high and
glorious condition. But instead of being moved selfishly and ambitiously to grasp for higher things
than God had conferred upon Him—instead of seeking to set up a rival Empire, as Satan did—He
did not meditate a robbery of God to make Himself the Father’s equal (Satan’s course), and say, “I
will ascend above the stars [the bright ones, the angelic hosts], I will be as the Most High” [His peer,
His equal]. Quite to the contrary of this, our Lord Jesus, “the beginning of the creation of God,” was
willing, in harmony with the Father’s plan, to humble Himself, to take a lower nature and to do a
work which would involve, not only a great deal of humiliation, but also a great deal of pain and
suffering. R. 4928
*did not meditate a usurpation to be like God (Diaglott)

Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

- Hebrews 12:2 -

Thus, the Scriptures inform us that the coming of the Logos into the world was a voluntary matter.
He did this “for the joy that was set before Him,” by the Almighty. The Father set before the Son that
if He would suffer the ignominy of the transference of His being from the higher plane to a lower,
a human plane, in order that He might redeem the lost race of Adam, He should be highly exalted,
next to Jehovah; He should be made a partaker of Jehovah’s nature-—the Divine nature. All this was
the inspiration of our Lord’s course—the joy of doing the Father’s will and of having His approval;
the joy of restoring mankind and of being exalted to His Father’s glorious nature. He who thus
humbled Himself to become a man and die the ignominious death of the cross, has indeed been
highly exalted as promised, and has sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on High. —Heb. 1:3.
R. 5429
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In your seed
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.
Genesis 22:18
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed
and her Seed. He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.
- Genesis 3:15 —

Our heavenly Father said to our first parents—and this was the first intimation that He gave them
of a deliverance—that “The Seed of the woman shall bruise the Serpent’s head.” The serpent in
this expression means Satan—all the powers of evil, everything adverse to humanity, everything
adverse to the blessings which God had given them, and which they had lost by disobedience. But
the promise was vague and they understood little about the “Seed of the woman” and “bruising the

Serpent’s head.” It merely meant in an allegorical way a great victory over Sin and Satan, without
explaining how it should come.

Although [Satan] would be permitted to bruise the heel of humanity, ultimately a mighty son of
mankind, the seed of the woman, should deal the fatal blow upon his head. It is the seed of the
woman that shall do this; for he is to be the Son of God, born of a woman, and not a son of Adam, in
which case he would have been an heir of his taint and penalty, and could not have redeemed us by
a spotless sacrifice in our room and stead. God was the life-giver, the father, of the immaculate Son
of Mary; and therefore that “holy thing” that was born of her was called the Son of God, as well as
the seed of the woman; and because thus, through her, a partaker of the human nature, he was also
called a Son of man—of mankind. R. 4963 and R. 1610

The Bible all along has been telling us about the “Golden Age” to come.
All mankind for centuries have been looking forward for the Golden Age,
and the blessings that would then be in the world. Six thousand years ago
God intimated that He would bring in some great change. We remember
what He said to Father Adam and Mother Eve when they had sinned, and
when He has put the curse or condemnation of death upon them, the seed
of the woman would ultimately bruise the serpent’s head. We all recognize
that as symbolic language, and that it signifies, by and by some one would
rise through humanity who would crush evil. By common consent all Jews
and all Christians understand the seed of the woman to be Messiah. For six
thousand years, therefore, the world has been waiting for Messiah. God told
through Abraham what he would do through Messiah. I remind you that
Abraham was a special friend of God, and He therefore communicated to
him something regarding His plans. He said, Abraham, I intend to bless all
the families of the earth. Abraham, more than this, I intend to bless them
through your seed--through your posterity. That “seed” we know in a general
way applied to the Jews, yet the Jews never succeeded in getting to the place
where they could bless all the families of the earth, but in God’s own time He
brought forth one, His own son, born a Jew, the seed of Abraham, to bring
these very blessings. CR 267
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SEED OF HOPE PROMISED

Blessing | will bless you, and multiplying 1 will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand, which is on
the seashore. And your descendants shall possess the gate of their
enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.
- Genesis 22:17-18 -

God’s sympathy was manifested; and we read that, “He looked down and beheld that there was
no eye to pity and no arm to save” and with “His own Arm He brought salvation.” This is what
was promised to Abraham—that one should come from his posterity who would be the Savior
of the world; and because this promise was made to Abraham and to his Seed, they were
marked out as separate from all other nations and peoples. To the Jewish nation alone belonged
this great honor—that through them should come this salvation. Hence, from that time onward
the Jews spoke of themselves as God’s people, the people whom God had promised to bless,
and through whom He would bring a blessing to all others. Therefore, all other people were
called heathen (or nations, which the word means). Israel was thus separated because God’s

Covenant was with them, and not with the others. But God’s Covenant with Israel was for the
blessing of all the others: “In thy Seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” R. 4963

For He looked down from the height of His sanctuary. From heaven the
LORD viewed the earth, to hear the groaning of the prisoner, to release
those appointed to death, to declare the name of the LORD in
Zion, and His praise in Jerusalem.

Psalm 102:19-21

11
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For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by
no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “SURELY BLESSING | WILL
BLESS YOU, AND MULTIPLYING | WILL MULTIPLY YOU.”

- Hebrews 6:13-14 -

The Scriptures over and over again refer to God’s words with Abraham, not only as a promise, but
as a Covenant. As, for instance, before it was made, God said to Abraham, Come out of thine own
land into a land that I will show thee, and I will make a Covenant with thee. It was in harmony
with that promise that Abraham removed to the land of Canaan, where God declares that he did
make a Covenant with him, to the effect that in his seed all the families of the earth should be
blessed. The prophet tells us that that Covenant was confirmed three times to Abraham with an
oath—again to Isaac and again to Jacob. (See Gen. 17:19; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14.) This which the Apostle
styles The Promise (particular and special above all promises) is also called a Covenant thirteen
times in the Book of Genesis alone, besides numerous other references. R. 4496

The claim that a promise is not a Covenant is doubtless true in a legal
sense, as between men. So an attorney would say that a mere promise
without consideration would be of no binding force in the human courts
of law, because men’s minds and plans are subject to change; and that any
man may change his intentions and not be held responsible for his change,
if there were no binding agreement or covenant or consideration given.
But surely this is not true of any promise of God, who cannot lie, whose
promise cannot be broken. God’s promise, therefore, is most absolutely a
covenant and binding agreement. All the weight of Divine veracity binds
it. But, lest human weakness and unbelief should doubt the Divine Word,
God condescended to make his promise a Covenant in the most binding
and authoritative manner conceivable. He bound his promise with an oath.

The Apostle thus shows that the Abrahamic Covenant (without a mediator,
because it was unconditional) was firmly bound in a manner that would
be satisfactory even amongst men, namely, by an oath. R. 4496

Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac.
I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his descendants after him.

Genesis 17:19

1

Dwell in this land, and | will be with you and bless you, for to you and your
descendants | give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which | swore to
Abraham your father. And | will make your descendants multiply as the
stars of heaven. | will give to your descendants all these lands, and in
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.

Genesis 26:3-4

12
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O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob,

His chosen ones! He is the LORD our God. His judgments are in
all the earth. He remembers His covenant forever, the
word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant which He made with Abraham, and His
oath to Isaac, and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,
to Israel as an everlasting covenant.

Psalm 105:6-10

“Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the
LORD of hosts: “l took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep,
to be ruler over My people, over Israel.””

2 Samuel 7:8

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, | will set up
your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. And your house and your kingdom shall
be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established
forever.
-2 Samuel 7:12-13,16 -

This prophecy seems, indeed, to have a fulfillment in Solomon, but only because Solomon was a type
of the greater son of David, who was also the son of God. Solomon indeed built the typical house
of the Lord, but Christ, the antitypical son of David and Son of God is now building the true, the
antitypical Temple, the Church which is his Body, a temple of the holy spirit, a house of sons. David
himself prophetically grasps the truth of this promise, saying, “Jehovah hath sworn in truth unto
David; he will not turn from him; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.” (Psa. 132:11.)

The Apostle Peter, moved by the holy spirit on Pentecost, refers to this same promise, and definitely
applies it to our Lord Jesus. -—Act 2:30. R. 2372

The LORD has sworn in truth to David.
He will not turn from it: “I will set upon your
throne the fruit of your body.”
Psalm 132:11

13
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I have made a covenant with My chosen. | have sworn to My servant
David: Your seed | will establish forever, and build up your throne to all
generations. My covenant | will not break, nor alter the word that has
gone out of My lips. Once | have sworn by My holiness, | will not lie to
David: His seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before
Me.
- Psalm 89:3-4,34-36 -

David is introduced here as a typical character representing Christ—primarily our Lord Jesus, but
subsequently the Christ complete—Head and body. In the meekness of his youth, his loyalty to God,
his faithfulness, zeal, courage and wise discretion, David’s character was a very beautiful type of
the beloved One, to whom God referred when he said, “I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I

have exalted one chosen out of the people. I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have 1
anointed him.”

Our Lord Jesus is the mighty One upon whom the help of the world is laid. He is the great deliverer,
but it has pleased God also to associate with him in this great work the Church of the Gospel
age, the elect “little flock,” whose names are written in heaven. These, all chosen out of the people,
constitute that one body, which, with Christ Jesus their Head, shall bless all the families of the earth.
These all possess the characteristics enumerated above, which are preeminently the characteristics
of their Head. All, therefore, who hunger and thirst after righteousness, whose souls thirst after God
as the hart for the water-brook, and who, having found him, have consecrated themselves to him
and received the anointing of the holy spirit, witnessing with their spirits that they are the sons of
God, and who as anointed sons can discover in themselves the worthy traits of true sons,—loyalty,
faithfulness, zeal, energy, courage, discretion, etc., —these constitute the class with whom the Lord
has made an everlasting covenant and to whom belong “the sure mercies of David.” R. 1936

I am the root and offspring of David.
— Revelation 22:16 -

The Messiah was to be the seed of David, according to the Prophets, and the genealogical records
as given by Matthew and Luke, prove that Jesus was the Son of David, with whom Jehovah made
an everlasting covenant, saying, “His seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before
me,” Psa. 89:36. The genealogical records prove him to be the Son of David. The prophets foretold
that the Messiah who should sit on David’s throne, and order his kingdom, was to be the Son of
Jesse and David. Isa. 9:6-7; 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Psa. 132:11. The apostles believed that Jesus was the
Messiah and the son of David. Peter, in his discourse on the day of Pentecost, tells the Jews that Jesus,
according to the flesh, was from the loins of David; and Paul says that he was “made of the seed of
David according to the flesh,” Act 2:30; Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8. And the glorified Jesus himself declares:
“I am the root and offspring of David.”

Jesus the Christ was the Son of Man, not in the sense of simply being a man, but because he was
the son of the man David, with whom Jehovah made an everlasting covenant, that the throne and
kingdom of Israel should belong to him and his seed forever. R. 944

14



SEED OF HOPE PROMISED

JESUS FROM THE SEED OF ABRAHAM

In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.
Genesis 22:18

ABRAHAM

ISAAC

JACOB (ISRAEL)

12 SONS (TRIBES OF ISRAEL)

REUBEN-SIMEON-LEVI-JUDAH-ZEBULUN-ISSACHAR-DAN GAD-ASHER-NAPHTALI-JOSEPH-BENJAMIN
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There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots. In that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who
shall stand as a banner to the people. For the Gentiles shall seek Him,
and His resting place shall be glorious.
- Isaiah 11:10 -

In [this prophecy] the Lord pictures natural Israel as entirely cut off, leaving nothing behind but the
root of divine promise, and yet he shows that out of this root shall ultimately come all the blessings
originally promised to Abraham, and confirmed unto Isaac, unto Jacob, and unto David. [Here] our
Lord is not spoken of as the root out of David, but as the root out of Jesse, David’s father; because
David himself is a type of Christ, his name signifying beloved. Hence also the fact that in many

prophecies our Lord’s Millennial reign is spoken of as the reign of David, the reign of the Beloved.
R. 2372

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “That | will raise to David
a Branch of righteousness. A King shall reign and prosper, and execute
judgment and righteousness in the earth.”

Jeremiah 23:5

Adam was the original root from which humanity sprang as so many
shoots or sprouts. The root was originally sound and perfect, “very good”
but was blighted by sin. As a result, all the sprouts are weak and sickly, dead
or dying. Jesus was, so to speak, a new graft into the human stock, whose
vitality as a grafted branch, became a new root by burial or planting. [Those
familiar with the culture of the grape-vine will appreciate this most and
can see clearly how the new grafted stem could become the new root to a
new and perfect vine of the same kind and quality of the buried branch.]

Thus seen Jesus became the new shoot, stem, or BRANCH out of David
when born of a virgin; but it was in his death, burial and resurrection
that he became the ROOT by whose vitality David and all the withered,
dying Adamic sprouts will be RESTORED--brought to all the perfection of
existence which the original root, Adam, failed to bring to them through
his own blight. Hence, Jesus is called the Life giver, the Restorer; and the
time in which this, his great work, shall be accomplished, is called “The
times of restitution.”

Thus seen, Christ becomes the Father of the human race during the
Millennial age, for a life-giver is a father. Then he shall be called the
“Everlasting Father” by the restored human race. Thus, he who as a man,
was a son or offspring of David, becomes the root, the Father, the Lord of
David, and as truly of others, as of David. R. 809

See also entry for Matt. 22:41-46 on page 95
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Incline your ear, and come to Me.
Hear, and your soul shall live, and
I will make an everlasting covenant with you—
The sure mercies of David.
- Isaiah 55:3 -

The New Covenant, the everlasting Covenant, the sure mercies of
David [the beloved], is to be proffered to all. That New Covenant,
as the Apostle points out, is the divine agreement to be merciful
—to forgive, to cancel sins that are past— “I will put my law in
their minds and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a
God and they shall be to me a people.... I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness and their sins and iniquities I will remember no
more.” (Heb. 8:8-13; Jer. 31:29-34.) “The sure mercies of David” are
the mercies guaranteed to Israel and the world through his greater
Son, our Lord. The real David (the real Beloved) shall be the divine

channel for the outpouring of the blessings and mercies of the
Abrahamic Covenant.

Of this antitypical David it is written, “Behold I have given him for
a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.”
This is the great Prophet, the great Priest, the great King, typified by
Moses and Melchizedek and the kings of the line of David. R. 3597

This is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: | will put My law in their minds, and
write it on their hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall be

My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every

man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know

Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,
says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and
their sin | will remember no more.
Jeremiah 31:33-34
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Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne.

— Acts 2:29-30 -

A throne is the seat of a priest or a king, and it is often used as the emblem,
or symbol, of sacerdotal or regal authority. [This] covenant mentioned in
the Scriptures as an unconditional one was that made to Israel’s king,
David—that his throne should be established forever—that of the fruit of
his loins he would raise up a great one to sit on his throne in perpetuity.
God could make this covenant without any limitations whatever, because
he had already arranged that Jesus, according to the flesh, should be born
of the house, of the lineage, of David and that his throne should be forever.
David’s throne, we are to remember, was the throne of the Lord, as we
read, “Solomon sat upon the throne of the Lord in the room of his father
David” God never acknowledged any throne in Israel except his own. It
was entrusted to David for a time, and after him for a time to his posterity
according to the flesh: it has been “overturned” during “the times of the
Gentiles,” but eventually, “he shall come whose right it is,” and the Lord
will give it unto him—the throne of the Lord, the throne of David. Indeed,
even the name of David was a synonym for Immanuel, since its meaning
is “Beloved.” Christ is God’s beloved Son in whom he is well pleased, and
to whom, therefore, he has appointed the honors, dignities and authority
of the Kingdom which is to bless all the families of the earth, according to
the promises made to Abraham. R. 1283 and R. 3108

ke’

Thus says the Lord GOD: “Remove the turban, and take off the
crown! Nothing shall remain the same. Exalt the humble, and
humble the exalted. Overthrown, overthrown, | will make it

overthrown! It shall be no longer until He comes whose
right it is, and | will give it to Him.
Ezekiel 21:26-27
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He will be great and will be called the Son of the Highest. And the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.

- Luke 1:32-33 -

That celebrated promise, which was made known to the virgin Mary by the angel Gabriel, may be
taken as a sample. The throne of David is the emblem, or symbol, of David’s reign, or kingdom; and
David’s reign, or kingdom, is a type, or figure, or shadow, of the reign, or kingdom, of David’s Son
and Lord. To the same effect is that memorable testimony which was given by the apostle Peter on
the day of Pentecost: “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore, being a prophet,
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” (Acts 2:29-30).

Our Lord in the flesh, as a descendant of David, was the legitimate heir to that crown of
authority and dominion, that Kingdom of David which should have no end.
R. 1283, R. 3687

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in
Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.

- Micah 5:2 -
The Scriptures explain to us that Mary, our Lord’s mother, and Joseph, her husband, were both of

the lineage of David, and that in a seemingly accidental manner the prophecy was fulfilled which
foretold that Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. —Micah 5:2.

Bethlehem was the home of Boaz, and here it was that Naomi came with Ruth, who became the wife
of Boaz and mother of Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David the king. But while notable as
the birthplace and home of these, Bethlehem’s honor comes as the birthplace of David’s Lord, the
well beloved son of Jehovah God. R. 3700 and R. 1401
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Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. Then
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth
a Son and shall call His name JESUS.”

- Luke 1:26-27,30-31 -

The Bible explains to us very distinctly that [Jesus] was not begotten of an earthly father. Although
Joseph was espoused to Mary, yet this child was not the child of Joseph. The Bible explains that this
child was specially begotten by Divine power, in the mother, though she was still a “virgin” when
she brought forth the child. This is the Scriptural proposition; and while it may not seem clear to
some, yet the Word of God standeth sure. If the Redeemer was not perfect then He could not be
the Savior of the world. The promised redemption implied that Jesus would be perfect; it implied
that He would be as the first man was before he sinned. “For since by man came death, by man shall
come also the resurrection of the dead”; “As all in Adam die, even so shall all in Christ be made alive”
So this one must be, as the Apostle declares, “holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners.”
(Heb. 7:26.) He must be entirely distinct and separate from humanity so far as sinful features were
concerned. R.4963

She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS,

for He will save His people from their sins.
Matthew 1:21

And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you. Therefore,

also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”
- Luke 1:35 -

Such a man could never come into the world as the seed of Adam, since all of Adam’s posterity
inherited his condemnation; but such a one was promised as the seed of the woman. (Gen 3:15.)
And the Son of God was that one. Begotten of God and born of a woman, he thus partook of
the human nature without its condemnation. This was indicated in the angel’s message to Mary
—“That holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35.) Since
by man (Adam) came death, by man also (the man Christ Jesus) must come the redemption and
consequent resurrection from the dead. —1 Cor. 15:21. R. 1246
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Mary’s Prayer

Luke 1:46-55

My soul magnifies the Lord,

And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant.
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is
His name.

And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to
generation.

He has shown strength with His arm.

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted the
lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has
sent away empty.

He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy,

As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.
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The people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about
John, whether he was the Christ or not.
- Luke 3:15 -

Why were all men in expectation of Him at the time of His birth? What was to be peculiar about
Him to lead Israel to expect His birth? The answer to this question is that God had made a certain
promise centuries before and the promise had not been fulfilled. This promise contained the
thought that a holy child would be born, and that in some way, not explained in the promise, this
child would bring the blessing the world needed. Therefore every mother amongst the Israelites was
very solicitous that she might be the mother of
a son rather than a daughter, that perchance o
she might be the mother of this promised child. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Thus the matter went on for years until, finally, Son is given. And the government will be

the child was born. upon His shoulder. And His name will
The promise back of the expectation was that be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty

and in thy Seed shall all the families of the . .
earth be blessed” From that time forward Of the increase of His government and

Abraham began to look for the promised Seed peace there will be no end. Upon the
—the promised child. He looked first of all to his throne of David and over His kingdom,
own children, and was ﬁn.ally 1nf(?rmed that it to order it and establish it with
would not be one of his children direct, but that

through their children, at some remote date, judgment and justice from that
this child should be born—the Seed of Abraham. time forward, even forever.
From that time onward, all the Israelites were Isaiah 9:6-7

waiting for the birth of the child that should
bring the blessing. R.4963

“And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple, even
the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is
coming,” says the LORD of hosts.
- Malachi 3:1 -

The Israelites, discouraged with their failure to keep the Law and to get the blessings promised
therefrom, were encouraged by the Lord with the promise that someday a great Messiah would
appear—greater than Moses, with whom God would make a New Covenant on their behalf. The New
Covenant would be superior to the old one in that it would have a better Mediator, for Israel already
had God’s perfect law. The New Mediator would not relax the Law, either. The advantage to accrue
through Him would be that somehow His Covenant and Sin-Offering would be more efficacious
than that which Moses instituted, because it would put away sin forever and give willing Israelites

a new heart, a heart of flesh, after which they would be given everlasting life on condition of their
maintaining their relationship with the Almighty. R. 4930

The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.
Deuteronomy 18:15
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Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
prophesied, saying: “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He
has visited and redeemed His people, and has raised up a horn of
salvation for us in the house of His servant David, as He spoke by
the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world
began, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us. To perform the mercy promised to our
fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He
swore to our father Abraham: To grant us that we, being delivered
from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, In
holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. And
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest, for you will go
before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge
of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, through
the tender mercy of our God with which the Dayspring from on
high has visited us. To give light to those who sit in darkness and
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.
- Luke 1:67-79 -

St. Peter distinctly tells us respecting the Old Testament Prophets, that “Holy men of old
spake and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” He intimates that frequently they
uttered deeper and broader truths than they themselves comprehended-—-truths which
only the future would fully reveal. This is true of the prophecy of Zacharias. Verses 68-70
constitute the first division of this prophecy; praise to God, the Fountain of every good and
perfect gift, comes first. To Him all honor and praise are to be given for the fulfillment of
His gracious promises of old, “for He hath visited and brought redemption to His people;
He hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David,” in harmony
with the promises. Here, after the usual manner of prophecies, the thing about to be
accomplished is spoken of as though it had been done. The second section or strophe of
this prophetic poem runs from verse 71 to 75. It relates to the deliverance of God’s people
from the power of their enemies. The third section or strophe of this prophetic poem tells
us of a work to be accomplished before the grand consummation of the destruction of all
enemies and the lifting up of all accounted worthy to be sons of God. This is recorded in
verses 76-79. It tells how John the Baptist would be the forerunner of the Lord’s special
Servant, Jesus, to pave the way for His great work. That great work would be to give the
knowledge of salvation to thousands who were already God’s people, to show them the
“high calling” of this present Age. Thus in God’s tender mercy the Church sees and is
enlightened by the “Morning Star” or “Day Star” before the Sun of Righteousness arises
to scatter the darkness of mankind during Messiah’s reign. This lesser light of the present
time shines into the hearts of believers with sanctifying power and sets them afire with
zeal for the Truth. They in turn shine forth upon those who are sitting in the shadow of

death. This “Day Star” guides the feet of the saints in the way of peace, even while still in
the time of trouble and before the New Dispensation is ushered in. R. 4940
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O Holy Night

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining,
Itis the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!

O night divine, the night when Christ was born.
O night, O Holy Night, O night divine!

O night, O Holy Night, O night divine!

(first verse)
--by Adolphe Adam, 1847




THE SON
OF GOD
MADE FLESH

The Word of life was manifested, and
we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us--that which we have
seen and heard we declare to you.
1John 1:1-3




JESUS CHRIST: THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON

For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

- John 3:16 -

The birth of Jesus, to be rightly understood and esteemed, must be considered
from the standpoint of a Gift of Love Divine. From the beginning God in the
Divine Plan contemplated that the Only Begotten of the Father, the Logos,

the active Agent of Divinity in the work of Creation, should be granted the
great privilege of being man’s Redeemer, and thereby securing a great reward
— “Glory, honor and immortality,” the Divine nature, through a resurrection
from the dead. “Thanks be to God for His unspeakable Gift!” That Gift is
our Savior, our Redeemer. In this connection it is impossible for us to tell
the riches of Divine grace toward us—the numberless blessings and mercies
which are ours through our Lord. He represents to us the very fullness of
every Divine provision for our eternal welfare. R. 5135 and R. 5926

We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels.
— Hebrews 2:9 -

Jesus in his pre-human existence, was, we are told, “in a form of God,” i.e., he was a spiritual form
or being, but since to be a ransom for mankind, he must be a MAN, and of the same nature as the
sinner whose substitute in death he was to become, therefore it was necessary, for him to change his
nature; and Paul tells us that he took not, or changed not, to the nature of angels, but to the nature
of men—he became a man. (Heb. 2:16.) Now notice, that this teaches not only that angelic nature
is not the only one on the spiritual plane of being, but that it is a lower plane or nature than that
which Jesus was before he became a man. And Jesus was not then so high as he is now, for—Him
hath God highly exalted: (Phil. 2:9), because of his becoming our RANSOM. He is now of the highest
form of spiritual being—a partaker of the divine (Jehovah’s) nature. R. 329

He made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men.
Philippians 2:7
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Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed
wife, who was with child.
- Luke 2:4-5 -

It was just at this most appropriate time, as divinely arranged for, that Caesar Augustus, the Roman
Emperor, issued his decree respecting the taxing of his worldwide empire. The decree was not merely
an assessment of taxes, but was rather a census, or enrollment for taxation. But instead of sending
assessors to the people, according to the present custom, the arrangement then was that every male
citizen must report himself at the headquarters of his own family line. This was the occasion for
the coming of Joseph and his espoused wife, Mary, the mother of Jesus, to Bethlehem, their native
city or family city, for they were both of the house of David (though through different lines), and
Bethlehem was “the city of David.” Thus in a providential manner and by a decree over which they

had no control whatever, Joseph and Mary were brought to the very city in which most appropriately
the great heir of David should be born, as had been foretold by the prophet. —Micah 5:2.

The noting of these little incidentals by which divine providence prepared for our Savior’s birth
and for the sending forth of the Gospel message, are strengthening to the faith of the Lord’s people.
Realizing God’s care in the past over even the little things, gives a foundation for confidence in his
wisdom and provision for the features of his plan which are yet future—the fulfillment of all the
exceeding great and precious promises which centered in him who was born in Bethlehem. And so
also a realization of the divine providence in the larger affairs of the divine plan stimulates faith
also in the Lord’s providences as respects the personal and more private affairs of his people. Let us
more and more realize that, as even the smallest incidents connected with the birth of our Savior
were ordered of the Lord, so also he is both able and willing to order all of the affairs of his spiritual
children. Let us reason with the Apostle that, if God loved us while we were yet sinners, so as to make
such careful provision for our redemption, much more now that we are no longer rebels, aliens,
strangers, foreigners, but have become his sons, fellow-heirs with Christ and all the saints, we may
have confidence in his love and in his providential care, that according to his promise all things shall
work together for good to them that love him-—to the called ones according to his purpose.

—Rom. 5:8-10; 8:28. R. 2556

In Jewish genealogies it was customary to reckon lineage through either
parent. According to their custom, and indeed, among all civilized people
today, at marriage the wife becomes a sharer in the interests of the husband,;
she leaves her father’s house and name to share that of her husband. Mary
was thus a sharer with Joseph when Jesus was born (though not when he was
conceived—Matt. 1:18) hence, the genealogy of Joseph is given in Matt. 1:1-16
—the son of Solomon the son of David.

Another custom of that day was to reckon the genealogy through the wife’s
ancestry and treat her husband as in her stead the son of her father. (Today
we would call such—--a son-in-law.) The seed of Abraham and David is thus
traced, through Mary’s ancestry, in Luke 3:23; and here Joseph is called the
son of Heli, Mary’s father, who was the son of Nathan the son of David. R. 453
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When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under the law.
- Galatians 4:4 -

Our God is a God of order. Everything that God does is in accordance with a definitely pre-arranged
plan, and the times and seasons are no insignificant part of that plan. Notice that Christ was born
on time— “In the fullness of time” God sent his only-begotten Son. (Gal. 4:4). Not before, nor after,
but just when the time was full. Christ’s first sermon was on time. He came preaching and saying, the
time is fulfilled ...repent and believe the Gospel” (Mar. 1:15). “In due time, Christ died” (Rom. 5:6).
He rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:4). During his ministry they
frequently sought to take him, but could not “because his hour was not yet come.” And just as sure
as there is a due time for the Second Advent, and if now be the due time, the Spirit will guide God’s
faithful children into the truth on this subject. We would have none fail to observe the evidences of
the Lord’s preparatory overruling providence in so shaping the world’s affairs as to accomplish the
purposes of his plan at that time.

1 The world was then for a time at peace, and quiet, the Roman dominion having brought all the
world under its powerful control; and as all men were in expectation of Messiah’s advent (Luke
3:15) according to the Jewish prophets whose fame had gone out into all the world, the sudden
announcement of his birth attracted wide attention, as it would not have done in less peaceful times.

2 The Greek language, noted by all scholars as the most nearly perfect, exact and precise medium for
human speech, had at that time been fully developed and widely disseminated. Thus was prepared in
due time the very best medium for the communication of the gospel of the new covenant.

3 The Old Testament had been translated into the Greek language three centuries before Christ
(This version is called the Septuagint); and the Jews had been dispersed among all peoples, carrying
the O.T. with them and bearing witness to its prophecies of a coming Messiah.

4 It was a time, too, of increased intellectual activity, which was ready to operate on this and every
other question of public interest. Thus the circumstances of the time were peculiarly adapted to the
announcement of this wonderful event,—the advent of the world’s Redeemer. The fullness of time
had come, and, under the overruling providence of God, the conditions were ripe. R.598 and R. 1673

Of the four records, only John’s attempts to trace our Lord’s genealogy to the
heavenly source, and to show us that before he was made flesh he was a spirit
being with the Father and a sharer of his glory—a god with the God. But all of
the Evangelists are clear in their statement that he “was made flesh”’--not that
he remained a spirit being, and assumed flesh as clothing in which to appear
to men, but, however explainable, that the life power of the spirit being, the
Logos, became the life power of the human being, born of a woman and under
the Law, subject to all the conditions and circumstances of the Jews. R. 2555
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So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her
to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger because there was

no room for them in the inn.

- Luke 2:6-7 -

The same decree that brought Joseph and Mary to
Bethlehem brought many others of the numerous
family of David, and as the inns or hotels of that
time were comparatively limited in numbers and
in capacity, it is not surprising that the inn proper
was full of guests when Joseph and Mary arrived.
Indeed, it was rather the custom for many
travelers to carry with them their own lodging
outfit, and to provide for their own conveniences
in the courtyard connected with the inns. And

consecration to death,at baptism;nevertheless,
our still greater interest is in our risen Lord,
the new creature perfected, the spiritual
One, far above manhood, far above angels,
principalities and powers and every name
that is named-—next to the Father, and exalted
to his right hand of power. The Apostle voices
this sentiment well, saying, “Though we
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now
henceforth know we him [so] no more” —our

hence the experiences of
Joseph and Mary were
by no means exceptional.
When  therefore the
Babe Jesus was born, a
manger became his most
convenient cradle.

The city of Bethlehem
still exists, and probably is
not so dissimilar to what
it was in that day, for in
that land customs seem to
have changed but little in
centuries. A certain grotto
is claimed to be the one
which nineteen hundred
years ago was the stable

knowledge of him as
the risen and glorified
Lord and Savior
thoroughly outshines
all of our interest in his
earthly life.(2 Cor.5:16.)
And yet his earthly
life is interesting and
profitable to us, as we
have seen and shall see.

Had the people as-
sembled at Bethlehem
realized who this was
that had come to their
city—that he was from
the heavenly courts,
that he was the Logos

of the inn, and a certain stone manger is shown
which, it is claimed, was the one in which the
Babe Jesus was laid. Over this has been erected
a Catholic church, and various ceremonies
are continually performed in and about and
connected with “the sacred manger” With such
ceremonies we can feel little sympathy, believing
them to be rather of the nature of idolatries. To
us the center of interest is not the holy ground
on which our Savior trod, nor the holy manger in
which he lay as a babe, nor his holy mother; yea,
though we reverence his flesh, and are deeply
interested in all that pertains thereto, especially
in all its experiences, from the time of its
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made flesh, that he had come to “save his
people from their sins”—how gladly they
would have welcomed him into the inn and
have given to his use and comfort its choicest
apartments! But they knew him not, and
hence lost this great privilege of ministering
to him. Similarly, in every city and town where
the Lord’s people are (his true saints), there
are many who would make them welcome
and give them the best at their disposal, did
they but recognize them as the messengers
of Jesus and of the Heavenly Father; but as
the Apostle says, “The world knoweth us not,
because it knew him not” (1 John 3:1.) R. 2556
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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. And the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be

no end. Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to
order it and establish it with judgment and justice from
that time forward, even forever.
— Isaiah 9:6-7 -
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Isaiah 9:6-7

Many are the names of the Son of man-—the man Christ Jesus, the Son of God,
who was made flesh that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man. The first name given in the list of the Prophet is called Wonderful, and is
surely appropriate. His is the most wonderful career and the most wonderful
character of which we have any knowledge. Who else than he left the glories
of the heavenly state for human conditions? as he himself said, “No man hath
ascended up to heaven save he which came down from heaven.” (John 3:13.)
He alone left the glory which he had with the Father before the world was;
he alone exercised that wonderful faith in the Father which permitted him to
sacrifice everything with joy, delighting to do the Father’s will, with confidence
that in due time the rewards of the Father’s favor and love would more than
compensate for every sacrifice. Wonderful, too, was his life amongst men, the
Light shining in the darkness, the darkness comprehending it not. More and
more as we come into the light ourselves we are able to comprehend this
Wonderful One. As the Apostle suggests, the eyes of our understanding being
opened we are able to comprehend with all saints the heights and depths and
lengths and breadths of the love of God which passes all understanding, such
love being manifested, exhibited, illustrated in this Wonderful One. Wonderful
also was his resurrection, the “first that should rise from the dead,” “the first-
born amongst many brethren,” “highly exalted, given a name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” —Rom. 8:29;
Col. 1:15; Col. 1:18; Phil. 2:9-10. R. 3912

The seventh verse gives another precious assurance, and that is
that this Kingdom once being attained by our Lord will never
be surrendered to another, never pass into other hands. Of his
government and of his peace which he will establish there will
be no end. Not only Israel, but all mankind have been witnesses
that the best of kings as well as the worst of kings have at times
surrendered their dominions, and that the best of kings might
be followed by the worst. How appropriate then the suggestion
that when the Kingdom of this great King of kings and Lord
of lords shall have conquered the world and have subdued all
things unto him and brought all things into harmony with the
divine will, it shall never again be overturned by evil. R. 3468
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Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
— Luke 2:8 -

It was the custom at that time for the shepherds to remain with their flocks by night as a guard
against thieves as well as against wild beasts. It was in this vicinity that David (afterward king),
when a shepherd-boy protecting his flocks, slew on one occasion a lion and at another time a bear.
The shepherds as a class were not particularly well educated people as respects schools, and yet
many of them were thoughtful and thus secured, in their leisure time while watching their flocks, by
reflection and by conversation, considerable knowledge, so that they might be termed an intellectual
and thinking class of people—their minds being turned more to reflection on large subjects than are
the minds of some who are constantly immersed in trade and mechanics. The shepherd whom God
honored in making him king of his typical kingdom, was a great poet, and evidently much of his
time while shepherding was given to the muse, and one of his most beautiful poems (Psalm 23:1-6)
represents Jehovah himself as the Shepherd of his people, —his flock, for which he cares. It was to
men of this thoughtful class, and no doubt men familiar with David’s Psalms, and with the Messianic
hopes therein set forth, that the Lord sent the first message respecting his Son made flesh.

It is worthy of notice that the announcement of the Savior’s birth was not made to an assembled
world, in whose most vital interest he had come; nor even to assembled Israel, the chosen people of
God; nor yet to all of those who, like Simeon and Anna, with devout hearts had long been looking
for the hope of Israel. But it was made to only a few devout shepherds who were watching their
flocks by night. The grand truth was one to be received by faith; and it was sent through humble,
but trustworthy, human agents, who were the honored instruments in God’s hands. And any
who proudly despised the instruments were unworthy of the good tidings.... The Angels’ message
was, “good tidings of GREAT JOY TO ALL PEOPLE; for unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” R. 2556 and R. 1673
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For there is born
to you this day
in the city of David
a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.

- Luke 2:11 -

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.
- Luke 2:9 -

The description of the appearance of an angel, and of the fear which the brightness of his countenance
engendered, is both simple and natural. All mankind more or less feels instinctively a fear of the
supernatural, a trepidation at the very thought of being in the presence of the holy angels. And this
is proper as well as natural, for all realize their own imperfections through the fall, fearing more or
less that the results to themselves would be unfavorable if divine justice were laid to the line and to
the plummet in respect to their affairs. All seem instinctively to realize their need of mercy at the
hands of him with whom we have to do. And so it was with these shepherds; they were affrighted
as they beheld the heavenly visitor in their midst; but his message was not one of justice nor in any
sense of condemnation, but of divine mercy.

Can we wonder that joy took the place of fear in their hearts as they heard the gracious
words? Surely not. And so it is with all who from that day to the present time have
heard this true Gospel message, not merely with the outward ears, but truly, with
the ears of their understanding--comprehending it. R. 2556
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Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people!
- Luke 2:10 -

It will be observed that the blessedness of these tidings is cumulative: first it is
“good tidings;” then it is
“great joy;” and then the crowning feature of it is that it is

“to all people” -—not only to you shepherds who are this night looking for
the hope of Israel, but for all your friends and relations and neighbors far and near; and to all their
friends and relatives and neighbors, both to those who now live and to those who shall live, as well
as to all those who slumber in death.

Blessed tidings!

The angels did not declare that our Lord came to bring universal and everlasting salvation to all
people; but they do declare that the good message of joy, of privilege, love, hope, shall extend to all
people. The explanation of this is that a Savior had been born—a deliverer of the weak, the helpless,
the dying, able to succor to the utmost all who would come to the Father through him; able to open
the blind eyes and to unstop the deaf ears that all may come to an appreciation of the goodness of
God shining toward them in the face of the Lord Jesus.

The tidings are of redemption and restitution and everlasting life for all who will accept this blessing
on the terms on which it is offered; —viz., faith in Christ as the Redeemer, and full repentance from
sin, which of necessity implies the forsaking of sin and the cultivation of righteousness. Christ was
born to be a Savior by subsequently giving his life a ransom for all. These good tidings—this miracle
of divine goodness and mercy to fallen and doomed men—met a marvelously cold and indifferent
reception. The world in general, though apprised of the fact and its import, manifested no faith nor
interest in it, while it is written that he came unto his own people (the Jews), and they received him
not. But the jubilant heavenly hosts, who were capable of appreciating what fallen men could not
appreciate, and will not until their blind eyes are opened and their deaf ears unstopped, broke out
in a rapturous strain of heavenly melody, saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” R. 2556, R. 1478, R. 3114, R. 1673

For there is born to you this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

God’s sympathy was manifested; and we read that, “He looked down and
beheld that there was no eye to pity and no arm to save” and with “His own
Arm He brought salvation.” This is what was promised to Abraham--that
one should come from his posterity who would be the Savior of the world,
and because this promise was made to Abraham and to his Seed, they were
marked out as separate from all other nations and peoples. R. 4963
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And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.
- Luke 2:12 -

Noble shepherds those must have been to whom the Almighty sent the angelic message respecting
the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, which has rung down the ages and reached our ears—the message
which thrills us the more in proportion as we are able to grasp its meaning. The messenger states
the philosophy of the divine plan, “Unto you is born this day a Savior, which is Christ [Messiah] the
Lord.” There we have the key to the entire Gospel statement of how God could be just and yet be the
justifier of sinners who accept Jesus. The word “Savior” here signifies life-giver, and how beautiful is
the thought that as death is the wage of sin, the curse upon the race, this Messiah who was born is
to be the one who will rescue the race from the sentence by giving them life again.

The angel gave the shepherds an intimation of the humble conditions under which this great King
of earth was born into the world—as a babe, wrapped in swaddling bands and lying in a manger.
This was necessary, not only to their identification of Jesus, but necessary also to bring down their
thoughts from the great and grand results to its humble beginnings, lest they should be misled in
their expectations. And as it is with every part of the divine plan, so also it should be in respect to
all of our proclamations of the same. We are not only to tell of the future glory and greatness and
grandeur, but we are to tell also of the present humiliation—not only of our Savior who humbled
himself to take a low estate amongst men, and to die for our sins, but also to point out that the
“elect” are called to walk in his footsteps, under similarly humiliating circumstances—to suffer with
him, if they would reign with him; to die with him, if they would live with him. And thus also the
prophets spoke not only of the glory that should follow, but also of the sufferings of Christ (head and
body), which must precede the glory. (1 Pet. 1:11.) R.3701 and R. 2557

The message of the angels to the shepherds on Bethlehem’s plains sounds more
and more precious to each child of God in proportion as he grows in grace and
knowledge. As his eyes and ears of understanding open more widely to the
lengths and breadths of God’s great plan of the ages, that prophetic message is
the more highly esteemed as an epitome of the entire Gospel. R. 3700
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Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good will toward men.
- Luke 2:13-14 -

It was a fitting climax that, after the one angel had told the surprised shepherds of the good tidings
of great joy for all people and was ready to depart, he should be joined by an angelic host, singing,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” This was but a reiteration
of the Gospel message already delivered. It declared that the work which should be accomplished
by the babe just born, should redound to the highest glory and honor of Jehovah God, his Father. It
declared also that through this work to be accomplished by Jesus should come to earth divine good
will and consequently peace, —and all that these would imply in the way of blessings of restitution
and privilege of attaining everlasting life.

Truly the more we see of the divine plan for our salvation, which began to take shape in the birth of
Jesus, the more we feel like shouting with the angelic choir praises to the God of heaven, thankfulness
for his mercy to the children of men. It mattered not that the babe born in Bethlehem was the Savior
only in prospect, that he could not even be anointed to do his work until he reached manhood’s
estate thirty years later; it mattered not that even then it would be necessary for him to lay down
his life gradually through three and a half years of his earthly ministry, to be finished at Calvary; it
mattered not either that the resurrection was still three days after that, and his ascension forty days
later, and that the blessing in general would be deferred for nearly nineteen centuries thereafter. As
the angels could sing and rejoice at the first budding of the divine plan of salvation, so also can all
who have faith in the ultimate outcome rejoice with joy unspeakable and give praise to God in the
highest and to his Son our Lord. R. 2557 and R. 3701

Glory to God in the Nigbest!

Nowonder after thismessage had been delivered,the Lord

permitted an angel host to serenade the proclamation,

and incidentally to prophesy also of the grand results

yet to flow from the great work of redemption, which

was then only beginning in the birth of the Redeemer!

Properly the anthem begins with praise to him that sitteth

upon the throne, to him who devised the great and wonderful

plan of redemption and who sent his Son, our willing Redeemer;

glory to him in the highest—in the highest strain of heart and voice, with

fullest appreciation of him as a Savior! Next came the consequences on earth;

namely, peace;—not such a peace as men might patch up between themselves

and between nations and parties, and that under present conditions would

be sure very soon to be scattered to the winds; but a peace with God, a peace

which comes from a restoration to the race of the divine good will. But now,

glory to God in the highest! because peace has been established upon a firm

foundation--the lifting of the curse through the payment of our penalty by
the Lord’s own arrangement! R.3115

36



THE SON OF GOD MADE FLESH

They came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying
in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known
the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those
who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds.

— Luke 2:16-18 -

The shepherds having heard of God’s grace manifested their interest by visiting and paying their
homage to the Savior: and so each one who has heard of the grace of God with an appreciative heart
can do nothing less than seek the Lord and do him reverence and serve his cause by proclaiming
the gracious message with which he has been favored. Let us each do so, and thus more and more
increase in our hearts the joys of the Lord and our appreciation of his grand gospel.

It matters not that December 25th is not the real anniversary of the Savior’s birth, but probably
the anniversary of the annunciation by the angel Gabriel, the anniversary of the Virgin Mary’s
conception, our Lord being born nine months later on the calendar, or about October 1. One so great,
whose birth, death and resurrection from the dead means so much to the human family, may be
remembered and celebrated any day, every day, by all who appreciate what he has done for our race.
Since, then, the majority of Christian people have become habituated to the celebration of December
25th as our Lord’s birthday, we need make no protest, but join with all in celebrating that day with
rejoicing of heart, giving gifts
and remembrances one
to another, thus copying
divine favor, which gave to
mankind the Son of God as
a gift of mercy and love for
our redemption. R. 2558 and
R. 3700

Respecting the date
of Jesus' birth, see
STUDIES IN THE
SCRIPTURES, VOL.
11., pages 54-62.

Mary kept all these things and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they had heard and seen. And when
eight days were completed for the circumcision of the
Child, His name was called JESUS, the name given by
the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
Luke 2:19-21
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There was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon, and this man
was just and devout, waiting for the
Consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by
the Spirit into the temple. And when
the parents brought in the Child Jesus,
to do for Him according to the custom
of the law, he took Him up in his arms
and blessed God and said, “Lord, now
You are letting Your servant depart in
peace, according to Your word, for my
eyes have seen Your salvation which
You have prepared before the face of
all peoples, a light to bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” Luke 2:26-32

Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold this
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

- Luke 2:34 -

When Jesus was forty days old, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem and presented Him in
consecration in the Temple. This was in accordance with the custom which related specially to the
firstborn in each family. An aged Prophet came forward and took the babe Jesus in his arms and
praised God. The record is that in some manner God had revealed to him that the accomplishment
of the gracious promises made to Abraham was nigh, and that he should not die until he had seen
the Deliverer of Israel. By some power Divine this aged Prophet recognized Jesus, and, after saying,
“Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation” —the way in
which Thy salvation shall come to Israel and to all the families of the earth—he proceeded to say,
“which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all people—the Light of the world and the Glory of
Thy people Israel”

Simeon, addressing Mary, declared prophetically that the Child was “set for the fall and the rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign [mark or standard], which shall be spoken against, that the thoughts
of many hearts may be revealed.” How wonderful a prophecy! It reminds us of the words of St. Paul,
that our Lord is “a stone of stumbling and rock of offence” to many in Israel, that many stumbled,
being disappointed. And St. Paul told also of the rising again of many who stumbled. He declares,
“Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for, but the election hath obtained it and the rest
were blinded” -—stumbled-—turned aside from Divine favor. (Rom. 11:7.) Nevertheless, he assures us
that as soon as “the elect,” the Church of Christ, shall have been completed, by the power of the First
Resurrection, then Divine favor shall return to natural Israel, through Elect Spiritual Israel: “They
shall obtain mercy through your mercy.” —Rom. 11:25-33. R. 4942
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Coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to
all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
- Luke 2:38 -

A saintly woman, Anna, a Prophetess, over a century old, resided in Jerusalem and in the precincts of
the Temple courts. She, also, moved by the Holy Spirit, recognized the Babe and gave praise to God
and mentioned the matter to the saintly ones who were waiting for the fulfillment of the Abrahamic
promise—“for the consolation of Israel” If the seeing of Jesus as a babe was worthy of praise and
thanks, still more was it a cause of gratitude to God for those who beheld Him at the age of thirty,
consecrating Himself a living sacrifice even unto death, and who realized that He had been begotten
again by the Holy Spirit to be a New Creature, of the divine nature. Those who saw the Master’s
faithfulness in performing the sacrifice of His consecration during the three and a half years of His
ministry beheld still more for which to give God praise. And when He had finished His course at
Calvary and was raised from the dead the third day, and forty days later ascended up on high where
He was before, happy were they who recognized that further development of the Divine Plan for
man’s salvation—the blessing of all the families of the earth.

Still more blessed were those who at Pentecost received the Holy Spirit as a begetting power and
those who since have received the same, evidencing that they are the children of God, and, “if
children, then heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ” their Lord to the great inheritance—to
the oath-bound promise made to Abraham, that through them all the families of the earth shall be
blessed. R. 4942

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem.
Matthew 2:1

Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His
star in the East and have come to worship Him.
- Matthew 2:2 -

The inquiry of the wise men betokened a proper
condition of heart— (1) It showed that they had
respect and reverence, and that they desired to
render homage to the mighty God of Israel, and
to his messenger to men. (2) It showed faith in
the divinely inspired prophecies which had been
irregularly interwoven with their own vague
ideas and traditions. (3) It showed their zeal
as truth-seekers, and their humility of heart in
leaving their own philosophies, etc., and coming
to inquire of the God of another nation. They
seemed to desire truth on the great subjects of
God and of human destiny, regardless of all other
considerations. And they accordingly declared
their disposition to render the homage due to
the appointed ambassador of Israel’s God, when
they should find him. R. 1674
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When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘BUT YOU, BETHLEHEM, IN THE LAND
OF JUDAH, ARE NOT THE LEAST AMONG THE RULERS OF JUDAH. FOR OUT OF YOU
SHALL COME A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.” ” Then Herod,
when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the
star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully
for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that |
may come and worship Him also.” When they heard the king, they departed.
Matthew 2:3-9

And behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

- Matthew 2:9-10 -

Expecting a king, the wise men naturally came to the palace of Herod, who, although called the King
of the Jews, was the representative of their conquerors, the Romans. Herod was the founder of the
House of Herod and naturally had great expectations, not only with reference to the duration of his
own dominion, but also with a view to the establishment of his posterity in the power and office
which he enjoyed. No wonder, then, that he was “troubled.” The prospect of a rival either in the
power or in the esteem of the people was not to his liking. “And all Jerusalem [was troubled] with
him.” Political influence takes in a wide circle. There were connected with Herod’s government or
benefited by it, directly or indirectly, many whose plans, hopes, etc., might be very much disarranged
by any change of the government. Herod evidently knew of the Jewish tradition respecting Messiah,
for he at once sent for those who were learned in the Scriptures to demand of them where the
prophets indicated that Messiah should be born. The scribes and Pharisees were evidently quite
familiar with the subject, had looked it up, and apparently without hesitation gave the name of
Messiah’s birthplace as Bethlehem, and quoted from the prophet in support of it.

The star which seemingly had led these wise men toward Jerusalem, and which then apparently had
vanished, and left the searchers to arouse the curiosity and interest of the people of Jerusalem, again
became their guide as they left the city, leading them to Bethlehem, which is only a short distance,
and the star appears to have indicated even the very house in which they found the new-born King.

The promise of God to Abraham of a great “Seed,” a great
king and ruler who should bless the world with a righteous
reign, it would appear, was carried by the Israelites into all
the then civilized world. Leading some to expect a Jewish
Messiah, it led others through a feeling of pride to declare
that they were as able as the Jews to produce the desirable
government and ruler for the world. Hence, we find that
the idea of universal dominion began to prevail. R. 4098
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When they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
- Matthew 2:11 -

That even the Gentile world was in expectation of the coming Messiah (Luke 3:15) is manifest
from this visit of the wise men (Greek Magi, sages) from the east-possibly from Persia. The term
originally belonged to a class of priests among the Medes and Persians who constituted the king’s
privy council and who cultivated astrology, medicine and occult and natural science. Ancient
authors make frequent reference to them. Later the term was applied to all eastern philosophers.
In the far east, the Chinese and Japanese and other nations have cherished a very ancient tradition
that God would descend to the earth in visible form, to enlighten men and to redeem them from
their sins.

Tacitus, Suetonius and Josephus all testify that there prevailed throughout the entire East at this time
an intense conviction, derived from ancient prophecies, that ere long a powerful monarch would arise
in Judea and gain dominion over the world. Virgil, who lived a little before this, tells that a child from
heaven was looked for who should restore the golden age and take away sin. Confucius,in China,about
B.C. 500, prophesied the appearance of such a deliverer, and a deputation of his followers going forth
in search of him was the means of introducing Buddhism into China. Zoroaster taught the Persians
that a pure virgin would bring forth a child, and that as soon as the child would be born a star would
appear, which he added, “follow wheresoever it leads you, and adore the mysterious child, offering
your gifts to him with the profoundest humility. He is the Almighty Word, which created the heavens.”

These expectations doubtless arose from the intermingling of the Jews with foreign nations. The
Prophet Daniel was himself associated with some of their wise men. (Dan. 2:48.) His prophecies
were made known to them, and the calculations by which he pointed to the time of Messiah’s
advent. These in course of time were woven into their literature. Nearly all of the ancient religions
are confessions of human need: and in their
blind gropings in the dark, they reveal the
depths of man’s degradation and misery.

The miraculous star in the east, for which
some of the Gentile wise men had been
taught by a mere vague, groping superstition
to look, finally made its appearance, and
guided those blind feelers after God to the
wonderful light of the world. Thus kindly
God condescends to human ignorance
and weakness. “A bruised reed will he not
break, and smoking flax will he not quench.”
All men will in due time have full, clear
testimony to establish their faith in the
Holy One of Israel and all who love righteousness will gladly accept him. Those who now can walk
by faith have all the evidences which hopeful, loving faith requires. But none the less shall all the
doubting Thomases and all the now blinded world in due time have the more tangible evidences in
store for them. But more blessed are those who can now walk by faith. —John 20:29.

Thus even in his infancy this light that was to lighten the Gentiles
began to shine into some waiting and devout Gentile hearts. R. 1674
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JESUS CHRIST: THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON

Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.
- Matthew 2:12 -

The cunning art of Herod, by which he hoped to learn who was this divinely designated Prince and
heir to his throne, is appreciated only when we remember the sequel to this narrative: how, when
he found that the wise men did not return to give him the information and permit the destruction
of the child Jesus, he determined to kill all the children of the city of Bethlehem of two years old
and under; thus he might be sure, he thought, that he had outwitted the divine plan and protected
his own power.

The weeping and lamentation for the slaughtered infants who did not escape the wrath of the king,
was but another note of the long wail of distress of the groaning creation, of which the Lord has not
been unmindful, but which his far-sighted wisdom permits for the wise and benevolent ends, until
the “restitution of all things” R.4098 and R. 1682

Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt,

and stay there until | bring you word, for Herod will
seek the young Child to destroy Him.”
Matthew 2:13

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying, “OUT OF EGYPT | CALLED MY SON.”

- Matthew 2:14-15 -

The faith and prompt obedience of Joseph and Mary to the warning and counsel of the angel of the
Lord is notable. They did not hesitate nor question, but immediately acted upon the command of the
Lord; and his blessing and protection went with them. It is also worthy of notice that in protecting
the infant Redeemer, God’s course did not interfere with the existing order of things. Although all
power was in his hand, he did not strike Herod dead, nor overturn nor interfere with his authority
and power. God interfered only so far as to protect his Son in whom the plan of salvation centered.
R. 1681

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry, and he sent forth and put to death all the
male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from
two years old and under, according to the time which he had
determined from the wise men.
Matthew 2:16
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THE SON OF GOD MADE FLESH

His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when
He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the
feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered
behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it. It was that after
three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were astonished
at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed, and
His mother said to Him, ““Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and |
have sought You anxiously.” Luke 2:41-43, 46-48

And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I
must be about My Father’s business?”
- Luke 2:49 -

We are not to understand that the boy Jesus was bold, and that he went before the learned men of
his day to denounce them as ignorant and as incapable teachers, and to show himself off, as some
precocious but ill-trained youth of today might attempt to do. On the contrary, we are to suppose
the boy Jesus to have a well-balanced mind, which probably recognized the fact that he had lived
but few years in the world and had comparatively small experience in life, and that he by no means
knew all, but recognized many questions upon which he would like to have further information, and
that he asked his questions honestly, with a desire and hope of obtaining satisfactory answers from
the teachers who “sat in Moses’ seat”

Although he did not have a Bible in his home, that he could consult respecting the divine testimony,
he did have the common privilege of the youth of his day of attending meetings in the one little
synagogue of Nazareth, which was but a small country town. There, from Sabbath to Sabbath, he
heard the Law read and to some extent commented upon, sometimes also the psalms and prophecies.
With these sources of information the eager mind of the boy had grappled, and now, on the occasion
of his first visit to the great city of Jerusalem, nothing attracted him so much as the Temple and its
symbolical services, and happening upon a court or chamber in which the great questions of the Law
and the Prophets were being discussed by the ablest teachers of the time, Jesus became so deeply
interested and enthused in the Bible study that seemingly he forgot all earthly things, so intent was
he in studying about the Heavenly Father’s business—the plan of God, in which he himself was to
be so principal an actor.

Quite possibly the mind of the boy Jesus, while investigating the subject of his own responsibilities
toward the Heavenly Father and his plan, had wondered whether or not his mission might not in
some degree begin with his thirteenth year, since at that time he was recognized as a “son of the law””
Quite possibly some of his questions before the Doctors of the Law were along this line, and quite
probably he had finally about reached the conclusion that the types of the priestly office indicated
clearly that his mission would not begin until he was thirty years of age. His reply to Mary’s chiding
was along this line: Did you not expect me to be about my Father’s business? Did you not know that
I had reached the age when I am a “son of the Law,” and that therefore certain responsibiliti