
Lesson 89

A Time of Trouble

For then there will be great dis tress, unequaled from the
begin ning of the world until now—and never to be
equaled again.—Mat thew 24:21

In the pres ent time we are real iz ing the ful fill ment of the pre dic -
tions of this text and Dan iel 12:1—“there shall be a time of trou -

ble, such as never was since there was a na tion” (King James).
But it gives us com fort to know that it will be the last of the trou -
blous times com ing upon the earth.

The les sons will be severe for all who are liv ing at that time
because peo ple must learn that God is in con trol of all of earth’s
affairs, and always has been. He will not allow the lit eral earth or
man kind to be com pletely destroyed but he will destroy those
who are destroy ing or cor rupt ing the earth (Rev e la tion 11:18).

When the time is right for Christ and his church to take over the
rul er ship of the earth, Satan and his fol low ers will be re strained
from their deceit ful and wicked works (Rev e la tion 20:2,3). There
will be a res ur rec tion of the dead (Acts 24:15) and peace and righ -
t eous ness will pre dom i nate every where. What won der ful bless -
ings! And because these things were prom ised by God, we can be
sure they will hap pen.

We do not like to hear about wars and rumors of wars, or of the
ter ri ble ways in which some peo ple treat oth ers. We do not like to
think about the build ing and use of machines of war which have
been pro duced to destroy oth ers. Nor do we like to think about
plagues of dis eases, wide spread star va tion, strikes and lay offs,
huge cor po ra tions merg ing and increas ing their con trol of wealth
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and power, and the ex ces sive greed and self ish ness among peo -
ple of all nations.

These are things that will be made right in the com ing age so
that all man kind will live together in peace and har mony. Even
the reli gious insti tu tions will ex pe ri ence great upheav als so they
also will even tu ally come together in peace and har mony.

These upheav als in all realms of earth’s soci ety are called anar -
chy (com plete dis or der and law less ness) which cause a time of
trou ble such as never was! While we do not look for ward to such a 
ter ri ble time in the world, yet we rejoice that a better time is com -
ing after wards and that this “better time” will be for every one—
all who have ever lived upon this earth.

The pres ent “time of trou ble” will be the last trou blous time 
for the peo ple of earth.
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