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Highlights of Daw n

"Thine Eyes Shall See -
the King in His Beauty "

Isaiah 33:1 7
THROUGHOUT the Old Testament we find many prophecies an d
promises concerning the coming of a great one whom the Creator
would send to be the Redeemer, Savior, and king of all people. One
of the prophecies concerning Jesus is that very familiar one, Isaiah
9:6,7 : "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : and the
government shall be uponhis shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, th e
Prince of Peace." Here is the portrait of a ruler such as the falle n
human race had never seen, and whose rulership has never been
experienced.

The end of another year since the birth of Jesus finds the
world still floundering in a hopeless state of chaos and confusion .
The only thing which it seems can now save the world and the human
race itself is some sort of superman, an unselfish one who would be
wise enough to map out a new andbetter course for the people, order
his plans put into effect, and have power to enforce his edicts .
Convince the world that a ruler like this is on hand to assume
authority and he would probably be universally acclaimed.

But this is a great deal to expect, c .,uch a king would, o f
necessity, have to break with tradition a` along the line. He would
have to be a king capable of establishi g his authority without the
necessity of leading millions of the world's youth into battle to be
killed . He would be little different from all the imperfect rulers of the
pastand present, if he attempted to enforce his decrees under threat
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of destruction by nuclear bombs . He would have to be a king who
would take as much interest in the poor as in the rich, and who would
respect the rights of the black man equally with those of the white
man .

A king qualified to lead the world out of its present chao s
could not be an advocate of one race over another . He would have
to be a promoter of the interests of just one race—the human race .
Because all people are members of this one race, he would need t o
be just as interested in the bad as in the good, the uneducated as i n
the scholars, and—yes—the dead as in the living !

Moreover, such a ruler would have to be very wise—a
counsellor as well as a judge . He would have to possess the qualitie s
which one of God's prophets ascribes to the foretold great Messiah
of promise . Of this one we read, "The Spirit of the Loan shall res t
upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit o f
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of th e
Loin; and he shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of
the Loan: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither
reprove after the hearing of his ears ; but with righteousness shall he
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth : and
he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breat h
of his lips shall he slay the wicked . And righteousness shall be th e
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins ."—Isa .
11 :2-5

This is one of the prophetic descriptions of Jesus, whos e
birth is once more commemorated by millions . No king, no ruler, no
government possessing less wisdom and justice and power could
hope successfully to assume the rulership of the world today an d
bring peace and satisfaction to all the people .

Jesus is capable of fulfilling still another prophetic picture .
It reads, "Give the king thy judgments, 0 God, and thy righteous-
ness unto the king's son. He shall judge thy people with righteous-
ness, and thy poor with judgment. The mountains shall bring peace
to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness . He shall judge the
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poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall
break in pieces the oppressor. . . . In his days shall the righteous
flourish ; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth . He
shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto th e
ends of the earth ."—Ps . 72:1-8

Not Appreciated
Jesus' disciples believed that he was the one foretold in thi s

and many other prophecies of the Old Testament . But Jesus did not
have an army. He never tried to exalt himself at the expense of others .
He was noted for his kindness. He loved all, and was sympathetic
even toward the erring. One of the most revealing observations
concerning him states that he "went about doing good."—Acts
10 :38

But the world was too evil to appreciate so noble a charac-
ter . He was hated by the rulers of his day, and the charges brought
against him aimed at his life . His own people said that he claimed to
be a king, and they brought him before a Roman governor for trial .
He was asked by Pilate, "Art thou a king then?" To this Jesus replied ,
"To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world ."
(John 18:37) In stating this, Jesus knew that in effect he was
sentencing himself to death, because such a claim would be consid-
ered treason against Caesar .

This kindly, sympathetic, understanding and self-sacrific-
ing servant of the people whose birth the world again commemo-
rates, was a Jew, and when Pilate realized he could do nothing more
to save his life, he permitted his soldiers to place a crown of thorn s
upon his head . Showing Jesus to the people, Pilate exclaimed,
"Behold your king!" But in reply the people shouted, "Away with
him, crucify him . "

The angel who announced the birth of Jesus declared that
he would be a Savior, one who would save the people from their sin .
To do this it was necessary that he give his life in sacrifice . Jesu s
knew this, so he did not resist, and he died the cruel death of the cross .
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His disciples were perplexed . They believed that Jesus was born to
be a great worldwide ruler, but now he was dead . The angelic an-
nouncement of his birth, his many miracles, the gracious word s
which he had spoken, now seemed meaningless .

Later their hopes were revived . Jesus was raised from the
dead and the resurrected one explained to two of his disciples on the
road to Emmaus that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer an d
die before entering into his glory . (Luke 24 :25-27) Yes, Jesus' tru e
disciples at that time soon learned that all the promises of kingdom
glory and blessings which they believed Jesus had come to fulfil l
were not to be realized immediately .

Jesus appeared to his disciples a few times after his resur-
rection, and at his last appearance they made bold to ask him, "Wil t
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" To this Jesu s
replied, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power . But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Spirit is come upon you : and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto th e
uttermost part of the earth ."—Acts 1 :6-8

The account continues: "When he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up ; and a cloud received him out of
their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as h e
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel ; which also
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Thi s
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so com e
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven ."—Acts 1 :6-1 1

Work to Be Don e
Much truth is revealed in this incident . First the disciples

learned they were not at that time to be given a great deal o f
information concerning the time elements of God's great plan o f
salvation as centered in Christ. Instead of being concerned abou t
time, they were to go forth, after the Holy Spirit came upon them, t o
be witnesses for Jesus. This witness work was to be worldwide
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"unto the uttermost part of the earth . "
Jesus had left them. They saw him taken up into heaven ,

but then two angels appeared and assured them that he would come
again. Putting these thoughts together it would not be difficult for
them to realize that the work of proclaiming the Gospel of the
kingdom worldwide was to be their part in the divine plan during th e
time Jesus was away . Since it was to be a worldwide proclamation
of the Gospel they would know that his coming was not to be soon .

When the Holy Spirit came upon the waiting disciples they
embarked on the mission which Jesus had assigned to them. They
learned through the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit that just as i t
was necessary for Jesus tosuffer and die in order that the world might
be blessed through his kingdom, they and all dedicated believers o f
the present age had the privilege of suffering and dying with him .
Indeed, they realized that unless they followed faithfully in hi s
footsteps of suffering even unto death, they could not hope to be
associated with him as rulers in his future kingdom .

"Bread from Heaven, "
A Young People's Manna, Now Availabl e

This very attractive, companionable book, entitled, "Brea d
from Heaven," contains an inspiring text o f
Scripture for each day of the year . Space
is provided for birthdays of friends
and family members, and each new
signature makes the book more
precious .—Hardbound, sewn book .
$4 .00 per copy .

Send to : The Dawn
199 Railroad Avenue
East Rutherford, NJ 07073
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Impatience
But as time went on, a spirit of impatience manifested itsel f

among some of Jesus' followers . They wondered why his kingdom
was so long delayed, and seemingly concluded that although he ha d
not returned to them as promised, his kingdom must in some wa y
already befunctioning,and that they were sharing thatkingdom with
him. The Apostle Paul addresses some of these, saying : "Now ye are
full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us : and I
would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you ."—I
Cor. 4 :8

If the time had come for the followers of Jesus to reign wit h
him, Paul knew that he would be reigning-not continuing to suffer
and die in the Master's service . But Paul knew ,the truth of the divine
plan. He knew that the present age is a time of sacrifice and sufferin g
on the part of Jesus' followers. He knew that the kingdom age o f
glory was still future. However, the spirit of impatience, and perhaps
also of ambition, continued to creep in among the disciples . It
resulted in a great falling away from the faith, and the developmen t
of a great church/state system which claimed to be reigning with
Christ.

By this time, the real significance of the birth of Jesus ha d
been lost to the vast majority of his professed followers . While with
their lips they continued to praise him as the promised Prince o f
Peace, they helped toplungeEurope into its bloodiest period of wa r
in history. For centuries, so-called Christian armies were pitted
against one another in deadly combat, with `Christian soldiers '
mercilessly killing one another, all in the name of the Prince of
Peace.

Noteventhe angels who announced the birth of Jesus knew
all that would be involved before his kingdom of peace would
become manifest throughout the world . (I Pet . 1 :12) Nearly two
thousand years have passedsince the Prince of Peace was born, and
still the angry factions of earth continue to war against one another ,
and each year indicate diminishing faith in the divine plan to
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establish a worldwide government through the one whose birth i s
commemorated by so many millions .

We Need Patience
Even the Loan's people, enlightened by present truth, find

that they need patience in waiting for the fruition of the divine plan .
Of the fact that we are in the "harvest" which is the end of the age
(Matt . 13:39), there is no doubt. This calls for faithfulness in
continuing to make known the Gospel of the kingdom. This is the
harvest message ; the glorious message that the kingdom of Messiah
is at hand. This glorious theme song of the Bible has now been
proclaimed throughout the earth for over a century, and still th e
harvest work is not finished. This means that not yet are the righteou s
shining forth "as the sun in the kingdom of their Father ."—Matt .
13 :43

We can appreciate more fully today than in the past th e
feelings of the disciples when they asked Jesus, "Wilt thou at thi s
time restore the kingdom again to Israel?" (Acts 1 :6) We, also ,
would like to know when our glorious hope will be consummated i n
kingdom glory, and when the long-promised blessing of all th e
families of the earth will commence . The question, "How long, 0
Loan, how long?" (Rev . 6:10) has no doubt been asked by the Loan' s
people throughout the age, and it is now close to our hearts, even
though we know that the kingdom is at the door.

How timely is the admonition, "Cast not away therefore
your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward . For ye
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, y e
might receive the promise . For yet a little while, and he that shall
come will come, and will not tarry ." (Heb . 10:35-37) Let us indeed
maintain our confidence . But to do so we need patience—patien t
continuance in well-doing—in order to receive the promise ; that is ,
the fulfillment of all God's gracious promises of joint-heirship with
the Prince of Peace in that kingdom which will bring peace, health ,
and life to all the families of the earth.
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A "Little While"
Paul associates his admonition to patient endurance with

the return of Christ, saying, "Yet a little while and he that shall com e
will come, and will not tarry ." (vs . 37) This is interesting ; the entire
age from Paul's time to the return of the Lord is spoken of as "a littl e
while ." And now that he has come, and we are in the harvest wit h
which the age ends, how much more evident it is that only "a littl e
while" intervenes between our harvest labors of today and the
kingdom glories of tomorrow !

We do not know how much longer the harvest will con-
tinue; the Loan does, and if we are to be with Jesus in the kingdo m
it is essential that we be faithful to our commission now to proclaim
the Gospel of the kingdom, for kingdom honors and kingdom
authority are bestowed only upon those who are faithful unto death .

So what should the birth of the Prince of Peace mean to u s
today? Its commemoration should be a signal to redouble our effort s
in doing the Father's will . It should mean an increased rejoicing i n
our hope ; a rejoicing that will enable us to remain firm unto the end
of the way of sacrifice and service . It should remind us afresh of ho w
much mankind really needs the kingdom, and of the blessed privi-
lege we have of telling the whole world the blessed tidings that th e
kingdom is at hand !

The coming of Jesus was God's great gift to man . Our
appreciation of that gift can be manifested by the giving of our all i n
the great messianic cause which Jesus came to implement . The
angels proclaimed the good tidings that Jesus was born ; and now we ,
as messengers—or angels—have the privilege of continuing tha t
proclamation . Let us be faithful in this while we patiently and
actively wait for the glorious consummation of our hope!

	

q

"THOU Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the leas t
among the princes of Judah : for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel ." —Matthew 2 : 6

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE
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International Bible Study Lesson s

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 6

Time for a Change
KEY VERSE: "This is he that was spoken of by th e

Prophet Isaiah, saying, The voice of one crying in th e
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make hi s
paths straight."—Matthew 3:3

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Matthew 3 :1-12

MANY Jews from Judea and the
region round about Jordan went out
to hear John, who was indeed a
voice crying in the wilderness! He
apparently did not go fromplace to
place in the conduct of his ministry ,
but instead, the people went to him.
They found a man with "raiment o f
camel's hair and a leathern girdle
about his loins, and his meat was
locusts and wild honey ."—Matt.
3 :4

Jesus made a revealing observa-
tion concerning John's desert min-
istry, and his clothing . He said con-
cerning him, "What went ye out to

see? A reed shaken with the wind?
But what went ye out to see? A ma n
clothed in soft raiment? Behold,
they that wear soft clothing are in
kings' houses. But what went ye out
for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say
unto you, and more than a prophet,
for this is he, of whom it is written ,
BeholdI send my messenger before

thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee ." (Matt. 11 :7-10)
John called upon his hearers to re-
pent, and those who did he im-
mersed in water as a symbol of their
cleansing from sin.

"The Jews sent priests and Lev-
ites from Jerusalem" to ask John,
"Who art thou?" (John 1:19) He
made it clear that he was "not th e
Christ." (vs . 20) Then they asked,
"What then? Art thou Elias? [Elijah
in Hebrew]" Again his answer was ,
"I am not." Their final question was ,
"Art thou that prophet? And he
answered, No."—vs . 2 1

The question they asked John ,
"Art thou Elias?" was based on the
prophecy of Malachi 4:5,6, which
reads, "Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the com-
ing of the great and dreadful Day of
the Low; and he shall turn the heart
of the fathers to the children, and th e
heart of the children to their fathers ,
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lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse ." This prophecy describes a
work of reformation such as Joh n
was conducting in Israel, and it was
natural that he should be asked
whether or not he considered him-
self to be this foretold "Elijah . "

John denied that he was "Elijah, "
yet Jesus said to his disciples, refer-
ring to John, that "Elias is indee d
come ." (Mark 9:13) This does no t
contradict John ' s statement con-
cerning the matter . The more com-
plete viewpoint is expressed in
Matthew 11 :14, where Jesus is
quoted as saying to his disciples, "If
ye will receive it, this is Elias, whic h
was for to come ." This means that to
those who repented under the minis-
try of John, and were prepared to
accept Jesus, he was the promised
Elijah, for he had accomplished th e
foretold work of reformation in
their hearts and lives . His service
accomplished the introduction o f
God's program for a new age—the
Gospel Age–and that is why Jesus
referred to John as "more than a
prophet . "

This prophecy of the coming
Elijah suggests an alternative ful-
fillment—"Lest I come and smite
the earth with a curse . " In other
words, if the attempted work of ref-
ormation failed, the foretold curse
would come upon the nation of Is-
rael. This curse was in reality what

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

John referred to as "the wrath to
come."

Since John himself denied that he
was actually the foretold Elijah, we
are warranted in looking for a larger
fulfillment . The voice crying in the
wilderness, starting with John, has
continued throughout the age, first
by our Lord Jesus and his apostles ,
and subsequently by every discipl e
who has given voice to a vision of
the kingdom to come . And while it
might -seem to have failed of its
purpose in worldwide conversion ,
quite the contrary is true. The voice
has been instrumental in the devel-
opment of the complete Elijah--the
church—through whom the ful l
Elijah work of worldwide repen-
tance and reformation can and wil l
prosper in the Millennial Age .

Jesus assured us that the work o f
the Elijah will not fail, when he told
his disciples, The "Elijah will in-
deed come and restore all things. "
Malachi's prophecy is just as reas-
suring when it uses the word "shall "
in describing the reformation work
of the antitypical Elijah: "He shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the
children and the heart of the chil-
dren to their fathers ."

John was a faithful voice . His
faithfulness inspired Jesus to say o f
him: "Among those born of women
[up to that time] there has not risen
a greater than John the Baptist!"
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 1 3

Making a New Beginning
KEY VERSE : "She shall bring forth a son, and tho u
shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall save his people

from their sins . "—Matthew 1 :2 1
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1 :17-2 5

NEARLY two thousand years ago ,
about October lst, Jesus, the world ' s
Savior, was born. It was toward the
end of December of the precedin g
year that the angel, Gabriel, an-
nounced to Mary that she was to be
the mother of this promised one .
The angel said, " Fear not, Mary : for
thou hast found favor with God .
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and
shalt call his name JESUS . He shal l
be great, and shall be called the So n
of the Highest : and the LORD God
shall give unto him the throne of hi s
father David: and he shall reign over
the house of Jacob forever; and of
his kingdom there shall be no
end."—Luke 1 :26-3 3

Naturally Mary was astonished to
hear this announcement, and in-
quired of the angel how it could be,
"seeing I know not a man?" The
angel explained, "The Holy Spirit
shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be

called the Son of God."—Luke
1 :34,3 5

Prior to Jesus' birth an angel com-
municated with Joseph, Mary' s
husband, in a dream, and explaine d
the situation to him . The angel sai d
to Joseph, "Thou son of David, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her i s
of the Holy Spirit. And she shal l
bring forth a son, and thou shalt cal l
his name JESUS : for he shall sav e
his people from their sins ." (Matt.
1 :20,21) Then follows the explana-
tion, "Now all of this was done, tha t
it might be fulfilled which was spo-
ken of the Loan by the prophet,
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which, being inter-
preted is, God with us."—Matt.
1 :20,23

This promise of long-standing
from Isaiah 7 :14 is presented on an
interesting background. Enemies o f
Israel were attempting to destroy
Jerusalem, but the LORD would not
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permit this . He promised, instead,
that those who were then plotting
against the house of David would
themselves be destroyed. Then, ou t
of this local scene came the long -
range prophecy of the birth of the
Messiah. This was to be a sign that
God had not forgotten his people ;
that all his promises would be ful-
filled in his own due time and way .

The following captivity of the Is-
raelites, and the subsequent vassal
status of the nation should have
taught the people that withou t
God's help the messianic cause was
lost . And when God ' s due time
came for the Messiah to be born ,
how wonderfully the Lox]) im-
pressed upon all concerned that this
was indeed something HE wa s
bringing about . In the first place
there was the case of a virgin cox-
ceiving—a miracle, a sign that God
was intervening to carry out his
purposes.

Much that happened in connec-
tion with the birth of the Messiah
was calculated to build up this same
thought in the minds of those con-
cerned . Mary did not casually dis-
cover that she was to become a
mother, and left to wonder how i t
came about. Instead, the angel,
Gabriel, was sent to announce to her
the important role she was to have i n
the outworking of the divine plan .
Later, angels announced the birth of

the Messiah, and sang glory to God
in the highest, affirming that thi s
expression of God 's goodwill to -
ward men would lead to peace on
earth. Yes, it was the Loin who was
working—working to accomplish
his plans, not the plans of men.

Throughout, God was teachin g
his people lessons, one of the impor-
tant ones being that the blessings
which he had promised through a
coming "seed" could not be realized
by human efforts ; that there must,
and would be, divine intervention in
the affairs of men to fulfill his prom-
ises . God began early to teach this
lesson. Note the experience of
Abraham and Sarah in connection
with the birth of Isaac . Isaac ' s birth
was a miracle because so much time
had elapsed that the parents wer e
past the age of having children ;
besides, Sarah was barren to star t
with. Angels were sent to affirm his
coming and to emphasize the fac t
that God would cause it to happen .

When the time came for Jesus to
be born, the holy angels were again
used, one of them making the an-
nouncement of his birth to a group
of humble shepherds . The record of
this is ever new and refreshing :
"Fear not : for, behold I bring yo u
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people . For unto you i s
born this day in the city of David a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord! "

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 2 0

Experiencing Great Jo y

KEY VERSE : "When they were come into the house, the y
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down ,
and worshipped him : and when they had opened thei r
treasures, they presented unto him gifts ; gold, an d
frankincense, and myrrh . "—Matthew 2 :11

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Matthew 2 :1-12

WITH the birth of Jesus, the divine
purpose to bless all the families
became more than a promise . The
promised king of glory had now
been born. The light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of Israel, ha d
come . It was the Son of God, the
Logos, who had humbled himself,
and was now found in fashion as a
man . This was the one who had
come to inherit David's throne, an d
to rule over the hotise of Jacob for-
ever .

Jesus had come to be a prince and
a Savior, the great Messiah of prom-
ise . He had come to sit at the head o f
a government which would extend
its sphere of influence worldwide.
He had come to enlighten the whol e
world, both Jews and Gentiles ,
concerning the true God and his
love for the sin-sick and dying race .

How fitting that he should be hon-
ored by men . Even though as fore-
told at that time he would receive
little recognition, in the action o f
these three who had traveled far to
bestow such precious gifts, there
was a meaningful sign pointing to
the future .

At the time Jesus was born, nearly
four thousand years had elapse d
since God had said that the "seed" of
the "woman" would bruise the
"serpent' s head"; and about two
thousand years had passed sinc e
God had promised Abraham that
through his "seed" all the families o f
the earth should be blessed . But al l
the while, through his servants, God
had continued to make promise s
which gave assurance of his love fo r
the human race, and of his intention
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one day to deliver the people from
their bondage to sin and death.
These promises were directed spe-
cially to the natural descendants of
Abraham, who became the nation
of Israel . They constituted the basi s
of Israel's hope in the coming of a
Messiah, a great king who would
establish a powerful government in
Jerusalem, and eventually extend its
rulership over all the earth .

The theme of God's promises to
Israel was a "joyful sound" to all the
devout and faithful of that nation .
(Ps . 89:15) As this theme song of
God's love unfolded, it gave assur-
ance that through the promise d
Messiah all the ills of the worl d
would be cured, and that all the
problems created by human selfish-
ness would be solved. Death was to
be swallowed up in victory, and
tears wiped away . (Isa. 25:6-9)
Blind eyes were to be opened, and
the lame were to "leap as an hart . "
(Isa. 35) While, because of sin, Go d
had turned man to destruction, in
due time he was to say, "Return, ye
children of men," in a resurrection
which would include both the `just
and the unjust."—Ps . 90 :3 ; Acts
24 :1 5

All these blessings were to reach
Israel and the world through the
agencies of the promised messianic
kingdom . In a prayer David wrote :
"Among the gods there is none like

unto thee, 0 Loan; neither are there
any works like unto thy works. All
nations whom thou halt made shal l
come and worship before thee, 0
Lon. ; and shall glorify thy name.
For thou" art great, and doest won-
drous things : thou art God alone ."—
Ps . 86 :8-10

The gifts of the wise men nearly
two thousand years ago might have
seemed out of time . The world has
continued on in darkness . That true
light which will yet lighten every
man that has come into the world
has as yet enlightened only the few .
The Sun of Righteousness has no t
yet risen to enlighten the world,
which becomes more and more
engulfed in sin . Indeed, today, we
are in the midst of what the Scrip-
tures foretold would be a "time of
trouble such as never was since
there was a nation . "

But there is every reason to be-
lieve that now the kingdom of the
Messiah is about to be manifested i n
power and great glory, when all the
righteous des ires of the people wil l
be realized and they will say, "Lo ,
this is our God ; we have waited for
him, and he will save us : this is the
Loan; we have waited for him, w e
will be glad and rejoice in his salva-
tion." (Isa . 25:9) And men, even
from the far corners of the earth, wil l
come with their precious gifts t o
honor so great a king !

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27

Sharing in Ministry
KEY VERSE : "Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching i n
their synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of th e
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and al l
manner of disease among the people ."—Matthew 4 :23
SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Matthew 4:12-25
JESUS conducted a very vigorous pressed through this Gospel that it
ministry, allowing little time for was his principal purpose in life t o
rest, and no time at all for things proclaim it to all who had a hearing
other than those which pertained ear .
directly or indirectly to the king-

	

We should not, as followers of the
dom of God. Master, overlook this importan t

Regardless of the standpoint from element of his character, for w e
which we view the Master; we find cannot be truly like him unless we
in him those traits of character too are actively interested in making
which reveal the closeness of his known the glad tidings . We should
walk with God, and the whole- not assume that it is our privilege t o
hearted manner in whichhe endeav- select those traits of the Master' s
ored to do the will of God. His character which we would like to
activity in preaching the Gospel and copy and emulate him merely i n
in healing the sick is no exception to these things . Paul speaks of growing
this .

	

up into Christ in "all things," and
Paul tells us that the Gospel was these all things include his self-sac-

preachedbeforehand untoAbraham rificing zeal in bearing witness to
when the Loren said to him that the truth .—Eph 4 :1 5
through his seed all the families of Our lesson indicates that Jesus
the earth would be blessed . (Gal . centered his activity in Galilee
3:8,16) This theme song of good when he learned John the Baptis t
news was very prominent in the had been put in prison. This event
messages God gave through his seemed to mark a definite period in
holy prophets of the Old Testament . the plan of God which served to
And Jesus was so thoroughly in guide Jesus with respect to the ap-
accord with the divine plan ex- propriate time for him to begin hi s
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ministry in Galilee. John the B aptis t
had immersed Jesus, and had an-
nounced his presence as the Mes-
siah. From that time forward John' s
ministry was to decrease while tha t
of the Master was to increase, bu t
Jesus was careful that he did no t
encroach upon John's privileges o f
service.

When Jesus did enter Galile e
preaching the Gospel it was with the
announcement, '"The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is a t
hand: repent ye, and believe th e
Gospel." The expression, 'kingdom
of God', is a poor translation of the
Greek text . The thought, rather, is ,
"God's Royal Majesty has ap-
proached," and the reference is to
Jesus himself. (Mark 1 :15, DI-
aglott) John had announced the
coming of this great one, saying ,
"There cometh one mightier than I
after me, the latchet ofwhose shoes
I am not worthy to stoop down and
unloose." (Mark 1 :7) Now, Jesus, in
keeping with this, announced tha t
the one mentioned by John had
come, for the time was fulfilled
when this Royal Majesty shoul d
appear.

On this first missionary visit to
Galilee, Jesus selected four of his
apostles : Simon, Andrew, James,
and John. These were all fishermen,
and very appropriately his invita-
tion to them to become his followers

was phrased in language which they
could best appreciate .
"I will make you fishers of men, "he
said . By this the Master revealed his
ability to get down to the level of hi s
hearers and talk to them in languag e
they could understand. Mark's ac-
count records the many acts of heal -
ing and the casting out of evil spirits,
which Jesus tirelessly included i n
this ministerial work .

One morning soon after, rising
early, Jesus went out into a solitar y
place to pray. When the four dis-
ciples found him, they said, "All
men seek for thee . " Jesus replied ,
"Let us go into the next towns, that
I may preach there also : for there-
fore came I forth." "For therefore
came I forth"—this expression is
very much in harmony with a state-
ment Jesus made to Pilate when he
said, "To this end was I born, and fo r
this cause camel into the world, tha t
I should bear witness unto the
truth." (John 18:37) It was no t
merely that he had gone into Galilee
to preach the Gospel, but rather tha t
this was one of the main purposes o f
his coming into the world.

Jesus was not commissioned to
convert the world by preaching the
Gospel, nor are his followers ; bu t
we are to sow the seeds of truth
beside all waters, knowing the Loan
will d irect that the 'meek' will hear,
and be blessed by it .

BIBLE STUDY
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Christian Life and Doctrin e
THE SEARCH FOR GOD'S PEOPLE, Part 7

Paul at Ephesus
WHEN a door of opportunity for witnessing to the truth opened
at Ephesus, during Paul's third journey, he extended his stay in
that city for three years—from A.D. 55 to A.D. 58 . In time, Paul
became a well-known figure to many of the townspeople as a re-
sult of his extensive preaching, and the reform that it precipitated .
But his work also created some mortal enemies .

An imposing temple had been erected to the pagan god-
dess, Diana, in the city of Ephesus . It had been impressively built
four hundred and twenty-five feet long, two hundred and twent y
feet in width, and seventy feet in height . One hundred an d
twenty-seven huge pillars graced the structure, twenty-seven o f
which bore intricate carvings . So outstanding was its architecture
that it has since been called one of the seven wonders of the An-
cient World.

The people believed that the heathen goddess, Diana ,
had been sent by Jupiter to select Ephesus as the site for thi s
temple. The time of its construction spanned one hundred years ,
and its preservation was considered a sacred responsibility . Every
year thousands made pilgrimages to worship this Asian goddess
of nature—an emblem of motherhood, of wild things, and of fer-
tility . When visitors came to see this great mother of gods, they
wanted to return homeward with a souvenir which they coul d
worship. And so a very profitable trade was brought into exis-
tence by silversmiths who produced miniature replicas of the
temple, as well as small images, charms and amulets to be worn .

During Paul's stay in Ephesus, their business fell of f
sharply? One of the leaders of the silversmiths, named Demetrius ,
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DEMETRIUS INCITING THE EPHESIANS AGAINST PAU L
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investigated the reason for this, and found that Paul's influence i n
the city was no doubt the probable cause. He assembled all the
craftsmen of the city and explained that Paul had convinced man y
in Ephesus and throughout all Asia Minor that gods made by the
hands of man were false gods . Their once-profitable business had
dwindled since . many people were now holding these charms in
contempt. Shrewdly, Demetrius did not make their loss of busi-
ness his chief concern, but stressed, rather, that since the effectiv e
preaching of Paul was directed against Diana, her worship was
diminishing, and as a result the great temple eventually would be
left in neglect, or even destroyed.

Paul, of course, had not primarily d irected his preaching
against Diana . He emphasized instead a belief in a living, power-
ful God of Creation, who had given everyone life, who was an
invisible spiritual being, and whose form could not be copied i n
material substance. Demetrius, however, was successful in incit-
ing his fellow tradesmen into action, as well as other citizens o f
Ephesus . These quickly developed into an angry mob who poure d
through the streets crying, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians," as
if to safeguard her interests, and save her from extinction .

The mob action soon grew into mass rioting which filled
the city with confusion. The silversmiths, it seems, had only one
objective in mind, and that was to seize Paul and silence him . Ex-
actly how they planned to accomplish this is not completel y
clear . But from Luke's brief account of these events, it is obviou s
that Paul's life was in extreme danger .

At that time there was a council of ten men chosen fro m
the prominent cities of Asia Minor . These rulers were called
Asiarchs and they were men of wealth and influence whose task s
included presiding over religious observances and public games.
The chief Asiarch lived in Ephesus, but the other nine were pres-
ent in Ephesus due to either special religious rites, or games
being planned or happening there at the time. They were well
acquainted with Paul as a respected friend.
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Demetrius and his cohorts went to the home of Aquil a
and Priscilla, hoping to find Paul, but he was not there. Instead ,
they found Paul's companions, Aristarchus and Gaius, whom
they seized . We can imagine what a difficult experience it was
for all of them, including Aquila and Priscilla, who must hav e
undergone rough treatment and threats to . disclose the where-
abouts of Paul . The confrontation that took place with this unrul y
throng gives meaning to the apostle's words when'he later wrote :
"Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus : who have
for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give
thanks, butalso all the churches of the Gentiles ."—Rom . 16:3,4

So Aristarchus and Gaius became hostages in Paul' s
stead. This is the first time in Luke 's writing that Aristarchus i s
mentioned . We learn that he was a Macedonian from Thessa-
lonica, one of the faithful Gentile brethren of that ecclesia . (Acts
20:4) The' Thessalonians were a great inspiration to Paul becaus e
of their zeal for the Gospel, and Aristarchus was an excellent ex-
ample of these faithful brethren . He well fits Paul's description of
their spirit of love and loyalty as commended in his first epistle t o
them, specifically in chapters one to three . Aristarchus had come
to Ephesus to assist Paul in his ministry, and , from that time unti l
Paul's death in Rome, he never left his side, and is mentioned in
several of Paul's letters.—Acts 27 :2 ; Philem . 24

As far as Gaius is concerned, we know he was the
Gaius from Derbe who was with Paul in Ephesus at this time .
Both he and Aristarchus had been seized by the angry crowd an d
carried into the amphitheater . Apparently some kind of religiou s
ceremonies or tournaments were being held, and the arena wa s
packed—it had a capacity of about fifty thousand people! Soo n
there was great confusion . Some were shouting one thing, an d
some another, and no doubt many of those present had no idea
what was going on. As the purpose of this uproar was unclear,
various contentious groups took advantage of the situation an d
began to exploit their own interests .
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Meanwhile, Paul heard what had happened and he
wanted to go to the coliseum and secure the release of his friends .
But the brethren restrained him. After he received a special mes-
sage from the Asiarch advising him not to go near the am-
phitheatre, he decided to take their advice. They had learned that
the riot had been caused by the silversmiths for the particular pur -
pose of getting rid of Paul.

Things really got out of hand when the mob started t o
become anti-Semitic. Because of Paul's background and associa-
tion with the Jews, many things were said against them. The Jew s
who were present put forward a man named Alexander as spokes -
man in their defense. He tried to explain to the people that to
them, Paul was a renegade Jew, and that they took no part in hi s
preaching. But the crowd, only realizing that he was a Jew ,
shouted continuously for two long hours, "Great is Diana of th e
Ephesians." And so Alexander was not heard.

Finally a town official was successful in quieting the
people . He pointed out that Paul and his associates were no t
temple robbers, nor blasphemers of the goddess Diana . He sug-
gested that if Demetrius had a charge against Paul, there were
courts and proconsuls who would handle the matter. He also ex-
plained that they were all in danger from the Roman authoritie s
should they decide to take action against the instigators of th e
tumult. The assembly was then dismissed, and no harm was done
to Aristarchus or Gaius.

This was, no doubt, an attempt to disrupt Paul's work i n
that city by the adversary, but he was unsuccessful for the tim e
being. However it seems that subsequently some brethren wer e
deluded and drawn away from the truth. In a later letter to Timo-
thy, who had been in Ephesus at the time of the uprising, Paul in -
structed him to continue his admonitions to those who were sepa-
rating themselves from the faith. It seems, as he said, that they
were involving themselves in fables, endless genealogies, and
disputes about the Law . In concluding his letter he wrote, "Thi s
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charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophe-
cies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a
good warfare; holding faith, and a good conscience; which some
having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: of
whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto
Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme ."—I Tim . 1 :18-20

It has been supposed that this Alexander was the same
as the one involved in the mob experience . Since he was a cop-
persmith, he had a profession similar to that of Demetrius, but
exactly how he opposed Paul is not clear . It is believed that h e
had at one time joined the disciples as a follower of Christ, and
then later returned to Judaism, becoming an ardent enemy of th e
apostle . Paul wrote of him again in his second letter: "Alexander
the coppersmith did me much evil : the Loan reward him accord-
ing to his works : of whom be thou wary also ; for he hath greatly
withstood our words ."—II Tim . 4 :14,15

Tradition has it that the wife of Demetrius the silver -
smith, later became converted to Christianity, and then influenced
her husband to the point of conversion . If this be so, and we can -
not be certain that it is, the question arises, was the Demetrius
mentioned in III John 12 one and the same man ?

While Paul stayed in Ephesus, he wrote his first epistl e
to the Corinthians . In this letter he refers to some of the difficul-
ties they were undergoing, and showed that the will of the breth-
ren to endure was an expression of how firmly they believed th e
truth and the hope of a future resurrection . He said, "Why stand
we in jeopardy every hour? I protest by your rejoicing which I
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily . If after the manner of
men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth i t
me, if the dead rise not? Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow w e
die." (I Cor. 15:30-32) His reference to `beasts' undoubtedly
meant the unruly men who opposed him on such teachings as the
resurrection . Paul's point was that if there were no hope of a res-
urrection, why would he risk his life in speaking about such
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things, as he had on numerous occasions !
Before this uproar had occurred, Paul had planned to g o

to Macedonia for the purpose of visiting the church at Thessa-
lonica, and then on to Corinth. From there he knew he would be
going to Jerusalem and Rome, having been made aware of this b y
God's Holy Spirit. (Acts 19 :21) He had already sent Timothy and
Erastus in advance, and now he was ready to join them . So he
embraced. . all the disciples at Ephesus and bidding them farewell ,
left for his new destination .

His trip to Macedonia is described only in brief by Luke .
However, it is evident from even this abbreviated account tha t
Paul was a great blessing to the brethren there . Although the
churches are not named, it seems reasonable that he went to Phil-
ippi, Thessalonica and Berea. From Macedonia he went on to
Achaia, as he had planned, visiting Corinth for about three
months.

When a plot was made against his life by the Jews, h e
returned to Philippi, where he was met by Sopater and Luke.
Luke had been living in this city for nearly six years . Still other
brethren who were Paul's missionary assistants, went on ahead,
and were waiting for the three to join them at Troas . These were
Aristarchus and Secundus, Gaius and Timothy, Tychicus and
Trophimus . They would all accompany Paul to Jerusalem . The
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enormous task of searching for God's people could not be accom-
plished by one man alone. We do not know the names of the nu-
merous brethren who toiled in the service of the Loiw aside fro m
those mentioned in the writings of Luke in the Book of Acts, and
some named by Paul in his letters. But it was through the efforts
of these many brethren, known and unknown to us, that the im-
portant work of starting the churches was accomplished.

Two of the helpers acquired on this journey, as we men-
tioned, were Tychicus and Trophius . These two men served him
faithfully to the end of his life . They were used to fulfill assign-
ments for Paul, serving brethren, carrying messages, and assistin g
him in any way possible . In his letters, some several reference s
are made to these lovingly performed services .—Acts 21:29; II
Tim. 4 :12, 20; Tit . 3 :12; Eph . 6 :21,11 ; Col . 4 :7-9

Another loyal aide not mentioned in the Book of Act s
was Titus. From the time of Paul's fast journey he supporte d
Paul in various assignments . Paul entrusted Titus with a letter he
had written to the brethren who were having trouble in the churc h
at Corinth. Paul wanted to go personally to see them, but wa s
unable to do so . He sent Titus to assist the brethren in thei r
problems in his stead .

Paul's appreciation of Titus is evident in II Corinthian s
7 :5-16 . He explained that he was having troubles on every side ,
but that when Titus came he was comforted. Titus brought a
cheering message to Paul that things were better in the Corinthian
church . "We were comforted in your comfort:" Paul wrote the
Corinthinan brethren . "Yea, and exceedingly the more joyed w e
for the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all . "
We see from this passage that Paul's message was softened b y
Titus' explanations, so that the brethren in Corinth would no t
misunderstand the harsh words Paul had written to them. And
this was a very useful service indeed, to Paul, and to the Loan .

Titus also was instrumental in bringing a gift from
Corinth to the poor among the brethren in Jerusalem. Other
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churches in Macedonia had also made such a contribution al -

ready. This was a delicate matter, as the collection of money fo r

others always is, but Titus handled it well . "Thanks be to God
who puts the same earnest care for you into the heart of Titus . For

he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest ,

he is going to you of his own accord. . . . We intend that no one
should blame us about this liberal gift which we are administer-
ing, for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Loin's sigh t
but also in the sight of men. And with them we are sending our
brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in man y
manners, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his
great confidence In you . As for Titus, he is my partner and fello w

worker in your service."—II Cor. 8 :16,17,20-23
Still another incident which shows Paul's admiration o f

Titus' Christian character and the role he played in removin g
misunderstandings and in promoting the Spirit of Christ, wa s
when he wrote to the Corinthians establishing his apostleship . He
asked the brethren, "Did I [Paul] take advantage of you through
any of those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus to go, and sent the
brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we no t
act in the same spirit Did we not take the same steps? . . . It is in
the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all fo r
your upbuilding, beloved."—II Cor . 12:14-21, RSV

After Titus had completed this assignment for Paul—re-
ally for the Loin!—and rejoined Paul's traveling group, he was

asked to establish congregations on the island of Crete. The letter
written there to Titus by Paul explains more concerning this
commission, and gives us greater insight into the faithfulness o f

this dear brother in Christ
The Holy Spirit then indicated that a change would oc-

cur in the work of searching for God's people . This search would
not cease . On the contrary, the Lora would continue it throug h
those whom Paul had found. But Paul himself would be giving
special testimony, and would no longer be free to move around a s
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he had previously .
A period of twenty-three years had elapsed since Paul

was intercepted by our Lord on the road to Damascus, and was
immersed into the body of Christ. During that time, many eccle-
sias of God's people were established in remote areas of Gentil e
lands . These came into being and flourished in the truth throug h
the energy, zeal, and untiring efforts of Paul and those associate d
with him .
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

The Trial of Our Faith
"That the trial of your faith, being much mor e

precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor an d

glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ . "
—I Peter 1 :7

SINCE the creation of Adam, it has been a universal principle
that our Heavenly Father administers trials or tests to prove thos e
with whom he deals . The first man was placed on trial, as were
the angels . This principle is so all-inclusive that even his ow n
Son had to undergo testings and trials . We are told that Jesus
learned obedience by the things which he suffered .—Heb. 5 : 8

The Apostle Peter wrote about the trial of our faith as
being precious . Yet how easy it is to view a trial out of context
with the totality of our experiences—to bemoan our lot, and thin k
any trial is a terrible thing . But, as our subject text implies, the
trial of our faith is used by God to develop us as we walk the nar -
row way .

The opening words of the epistle of James reads : "My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ;
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience . "
(James 1 :2,3) It will help us whenever we are going through diffi -
cult experiences to remember that the Loin has a lesson for us in
life's trials just as in life's blessings .

The Living Bible's translation does make James '
words `come alive' with its translation of the original Greek tex t
"Dear brothers, is your life full of difficulties and temptations?
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Then be happy, for when the way is rough, your patience has a
chance to grow. So let it grow, and don't try to squirm out o f
your problems. For when your patience is finally in full bloom ,
then you will be ready for anything, strong in character, full an d
complete . "

Our trials are really opportunities . We can never becom e
the purposed instruments of God's grace in the future kingdom o f
Christ unless we have been rightly exercised by the trials and
testings we have in this life . So we should view our vicissitude s
as primarily developing the graces of the Spirit within us. Al-
though James particularly mentions patience, all the fruits an d
graces of the Holy Spirit are being developed and tested : love,
faith, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, humility, and self-control ,
as well as patience.

Israel As an Example

Although we usually reserve the use of the word 'conse-
cration' as applying to those who offer themselves to God durin g
this present Gospel Age, the term can also be applied to Israel .
Each Israelite dedicated himself to the Law Covenant; they swore
allegiance to it. They were "baptized in the sea and in the cloud."
(I Cor . 10 :2) At Sinai they said, "All the words which the Loan
hath said will we do ."—Exod . 24: 3

The Law put Israel on a high moral plane . A brief sum-
mary of that Law was given by Jesus when he was asked wha t
was the greatest commandment in the Law . He replied, "Tho u
shalt love the Loin thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. [Quoted from Deuteronomy 6 :5 .]
And thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. [Quoted from Lev-
iticus 19 :18 .]" (Matt. 22:37,39) If they had truly followed the
Law, the Israelites would not have been preoccupied with them -
selves, but would have loved and sacrificed for their neighbor s
also .
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As Christians during the Gospel Age, we come to God
as Israel did, and say we will do all that he has asked of us . "All
the words which the LORD hath said," has been distilled into lov-
ing the Loan with all our hearts, and loving our neighbors as our -
selves. When we love the Loa) with all our hearts, our priorities
will be set, and we will know how to live and act. Daily the Loa")
tests us to see if we really mean what we say, just as he tested Is-
rael . "The Loan your God proveth you to know whether ye love
the Loan your God with all your heart and with all your soul ."—
Deut . 13 :3

We will not be surprised when, during a trying experi-
ence, we do not fully understand how or where the Loa) is lead-
ing us! He has never promised to explain why something was
happening to us while it was occurring . On the contrary, "How
unsearchable are his judgments and his ways past finding out! "
(Rom. 11:33) While undergoing these vicissitudes we may not
understand what the Loan's purpose is, because his ways ar e
higher than our ways . Although, if we were directing our experi-
ences, we might do things quite differently, the Loan 's decisio n
has been made, and we must learn to accept it .

Israel had many difficult problems to face during thei r
forty years of wandering in the wilderness . But they were blessed
when they finally entered into the Promised Land. Moses, in re -
minding Israel of the leadings of the Loa), gave the reason for all
their experiences as being "to humble and to test [them] so that i n
the end it might go well with [them] ." (Deut . 8 :16, NIV) And s o
it is with us . First come the trials, and, if we are rightly exercise d
by them, in the end come the blessings . Faith in the Loan tells u s
that he is doing what is best for our spiritual interests. Later we
will understand.

A Partnership
The eighth chapter of Romans contains this wonderfu l

promise: "We are assured and know that [God being a partner i n

30

	

THE DAWN, DECEMBER 1987



their labor], all things work together and are [fitting into a plan ]
for good to those who love God and are called according to [his ]
design and purpose." (Rom. 8:28, Amplified Bible) The
thought suggested by this translation is a good one : things work
out for good when we are partners with God .

It is all too easy in our Christian walk to make a motion ,
second it, and then proceed to implement it . If it results in disas-
ter, we act surprised and wonder what went wrong . Did we in-
volve our partner in our plans? If we did, then all things will
work together for our good . We may not completely understand
any one trial or blessing, but this text says our experiences "fi t
into a plan." Just as the individual pieces of a puzzle make little
sense, but the big picture is beautiful when all the pieces are
properly brought together .

A human parent might withhold something his chil d
wants because he knows that at this stage of his life it will hur t
the child's development or character in the long run . The Heav-
enly Father sometimes does the same thing . He may deny us
things we want because he knows it might damage us at this poin t
in our Christian development . Our faith should see God's ap-
pointment even in life's disappointments . If we knew everything,
we would have no need for faith. But when we cannot understand
all his ways, yet try to live close to him, following his command-
ments as though we did know everything, then we will have the
victory that comes through faith.

Joseph As an Example
Joseph stands out as an excellent example of one wh o

trusted God even though he had many dark and perplexing en-
counters in his life. He accepted whatever happened because he
loved God with all his heart

When Joseph was a young man, he had a dream . He saw
eleven sheaves of corn standing upright and bowing down befor e
one sheaf. Because of his youth, he discussed this dream with his

(Contd on Pogo 37)
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Dawn Publications	
TEN-CENT BOOKLETS

THE GRACE OF JEHOVA H
God's appeal is through love

CREATION
Examines the Genesis record

ISRAEL IN HISTOR Y
AND PROPHEC Y
Significance of the presen t
rebuilding of Israe l

THE KINGDOM OF GO D
Evidence that it is near

ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBL E
Designed to increase faith

CHRIST' S
THOUSAND-YEAR KINGDO M
Chrisrs reign will bless mankin d

COMING BACK
FROM HELL SOO N
A new approach to an old subject
Available in large print

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peac e

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAV E
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradis e

GOD'S PLAN
Illustrated by charts

GOD'S PLAN FOR MA N
A series of twenty-three lesson s

GOD'S REMEDY
FOR A WORLD GONE MA D
A clear and concise presentation o f
the doctrine of the kingdom .
Available in large print

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals the manner and purpose

PARADISE WITHOU T
POLLUTION
Gods solution to man's problem s

A ROYAL NATIO N
Deals with British-Israel doctrine s

SCIENCE AND CREATIO N
Harmony of science and the Bibl e

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really say s

WHEN A MAN DIES
Solves the riddle of death

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfort

JBIOP —A MESSAGE of comfort for those who have los t
loved ones in death, giving assurance that, in the resurrection ,
they will meet their beloved dead . Excellent for mailing .

—FREE BOOKLE T

MOVING?—It will save the Dawn considerable expense in post -
age if you will notify us three weeks in advance of your move .
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. . informative and devotiona l
FIVE-CENT BOOKLETS

ARMAGEpDON ,
THEN WORLD PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day
THE BLOOD O F
ATONEMEN T
Basis of recondliation with Go d
BORN OF THE SPIRI T
When and how ?
THE CHURC H
The true church—how to join

THE DAY OF JUDGMEN T
Presents hope for the unsaved
dead
DIVINE HEALIN G
When sickness and death will en d
Available in large print
THE FUTURE OF ISRAE L
AND THE WORL D
A bright hope for Jew and Gentil e
HOPE FOR A
FEAR-FILLED WORL D
Mankind will not be destroye d
REINCARNATIO N
VERSUS RESURRECTIO N
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrection

HOW GOD ANSWER S
PRAYE R
Comforting and reassuring

JESUS, THE WORLD' S
SAVIO R
Portrait of his qualifications

LIFE AFTER DEAT H
A bright future for all mankin d

THE LIGHT OF THE WORL D
Identifies the true witnesses o f
Jehovah and Jesu s

PEACE THROUG H
CHRIST'S KINGDO M
The world's only hope

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIM S
Can the dead communicate ?

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE ?
The Bible answers

YOUR ADVERSAR Y
THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him ?

FATHER, SON ,
AND HOLY SPIRI T
Understandable and Scriptura l

FREE TRACT'S --AVAILABLE on a wide
variety of interesting and informative sub ects :

Has Christianity Failed?
The World of Tomorro w
Hope for a Fear-Filled World
Hope of Universal Peace
Why God Permits Evi l
God Has a Pla n
The Homecoming of our Dea d
Human Destin y

WRITE TO : Dawn Publications, East Rutherford, NJ 0707 3

God's World ol morrow
Do You Know?
The Truth about Heil
Where Are the Dead?
Prophesies Fulfilled
Death Itself WIN Die
Israel Fulfilling Prophecy
Key to the Bible: The Divine Plan of the Age s
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"Frank and Ernest"
0 SUNDAYS unless otherwise noted

ALABAM A
Sheffield

	

WSHF 1290 130p.m.
MISSOUR I
St . Louis

	

KSTL 690 4 :00 p.m .

ARIZON A
Nogales

	

KFBR 1340 9 :15 a.m.
MONTANA
Kalispell

	

KGEZ600 9 :45 p.m .

ARKANSA S
Little Rock-Sat . KAAY 1090 10M p.m.

NEW JERSEY
9A5 am .Salem

	

WNNN-FM 101 .7
CALIFORNIA

7 :45 am. NEW MEXIC O
Los Alarms

	

KASH 1490 8 :15 am.Redding

	

KSXO600
Sacramento

	

KJAY 1430 10 :00 am .
NEW YOR KSan Frandsco

	

KEST 1450 330 p.m.
Tehachapi

	

KTPI-FM 103.1 10 :15 a.m. Buffalo WHLD 1270 12:00 noon
New York-Sat. WOR 710 11 :45 p.m.

CONNECTICUT
8 :15 am . OHI OGroton

	

WSUB 980
Cindnna[i WNOP 740 9:00 am.

COLORAD O
Englewood

	

KOX11550 3:00 p .m . OREGO N
Washington

	

WYC81340 2:30 p .m . Portland KKEY 1150 7:00 am .

FLORIDA
Cypress Gdns. WGTO 540 7:30 am .

PENNSYLVANIA
1045 am .Allentown

	

WI-40L 1600
JackeonvHe

	

WBIX 1010 1 :15 p .m . Berwick

	

WBRX 1280 12 :00 noo n

GEORGIA Jenklntown-Wed .WIBF-FM 103 .9 2.00 p .m .

Vidalia

	

WVOP 970 1d10 p.m. Pottstown

	

WPAZ 1370 12;45 p.m .

HAWAII SOUTH CAROLINA
5:00 p.m .Beaufort-Fri.

	

WVGB 149 0
Honolulu

	

KNDI1270 1145 am. Charleston

	

WOKE 1340 7:06 p.m .
ILLINOIS Lancaster

	

WAGL 1560 9:00 am .
LaSalle

	

WLPO1220 9 :45 am. TENNESSE E
Rockford

	

WXTA 1330 6 :15 am . Collierville

	

WWEE 9:15 am .
West Frankfort WFRX 1300 9 :15 a.m.

INDIANA
TEXA S
Pearsall

	

KVWG 1280 9:15 am .
Hammond

	

WJOB 1230 810 a.m.
LaPorte

	

WCOE-FM 96 .7 10U0 am. VIRGINI A
Richmond

	

WGGM 1410 745 am .
KANSA S
Goodland

	

KLOE 730 8 :15 am. WASHINGTO N
Clarkston KCLK 1430 10:00 am .

KENTUCKY Everett KWYZ 1230 8:15 am .
Bowling Green WLBJ 1410 8 :00 a.m. Spokane KUDY 1280 9A5 am .
Winchester

	

WEIRS 10 :30 am. Tacoma KAMT 1380 7:30 am .
MARYLAN D
Baltimore

	

WCBM 68
Yakima KUTI 990 6 :45 am.

6:45 a.m. WISCONSI N
Mll vaukee WNOV 85 .6 7 :00 am.MAIN E

Portland

	

WOOS-FM 106.3 945 am . WYOMING
Cheyenne KSITY 1370 10 :15 am.

MICHIGAN' Sheridan KWYO1410 12 noo n
Detroit

	

CKLW 800 6 :48 a.m.
PUERTO RICOGrand Rapids WMAX 1480 845 a.m .

Pontiac

	

WPON 1460 6 :00 am. Aguarllla-Fri.

	

WABA 8:00 p.m .

34

	

THE DAWN, DECEMBER 198 7



U.S . BROADCASTS—Spanis h

ARIZON A
Nogales
FLORIDA
Miami

CANADIAN BROADCAST S

ALBERTA
Banff

	

CFHC-134 0
Canmore

	

CFHC-1450
Lethbridge

	

CJOC-1220
Wetasquin

	

CJOI-1440
BRITISH COLUMBI A
Castlegar

	

CKOR-760

	

8 :45 am .
Duncan

	

CKAY-1500

	

9 :00 am .
Duncan

	

CKAY-1500

	

7 :30 p.m .
Grand Forks CKGF-1340

	

9 :00 am .
Langley

	

CJUP-800 AM

	

9 :30 am .
LABRADO R
Churchill Falls CFLC-FM 97 .9

	

7 :15 am.
MANITOB A
Winnipeg

	

CKJS-810

	

9 :00 am.
NEWFOUNDLAN D
Corner Brook CFCB 570

	

7 :15 am .
Deer Lake

	

CFDL-FM 97 .9

	

7 :15 am.
Goose Bay

	

CFLN 1230

	

7 :15 am .
Port au Chix CFNW 790

	

7 :15 am.
Pt .aux Basques CFGN 1230

	

7 :15 am.
St . Andrews CFCV-FM 97 .7

	

7 :15 am.
St . Anthony CFNN-FM 97.9

	

7 :15 am.
Stephenvlib

	

CFSX-910

	

7 :15 am .
Wabash

	

CFLW-1340

	

7 :15 am.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Yellowknife

	

CJCD-1240

	

9 :00 am .
ONTARI O
Hamilton

	

CKOC-1150

	

7 :00 am.
Leamington

	

CHYR-710

	

5 :00 p.m .
St . Thomas

	

CHLO-1570

	

10 :45 a.m .
QUEBE C
Montreal

	

CFMB-1410

	

5 :15 pm .
SASKATCHEWA N
Prince Abort

	

CKBI-900

	

7 :30 am .
Weyburn-Estevan CFSL-1190

	

7 :15 am .
YUKO N
Whitehorse

	

CKRW-610

	

9:30 a .m

OVERSEAS BROADCASTS
BRITISH ISLE S
Radio Caroline-Tues . KHZ 962

	

8A5 p.m .

BRITISH WEST INDIE S
Grand Cayman Radio Cayman

	

9 :30 am .
CEYLO N
Colurrbo-Sat . Radio Sri Lanka

	

7 :15 p .m .
FRANCE (French)
Lyon-Sat.

	

Radio Ciel

	

6 :30 am .
HONG KONG
Radio Villa Verde-Fri .

	

6 :00 p.m .
ITALY (Italian )
Europa Radio Milano 83 .3-FM

	

11 :30 am.
Euro Tale Radio Calabria-Fri.

MHZ 102

	

5 :30 p.m.
Radio Corleone Centrale

FM-88-500 FM-92

	

11 :00 am,
MEXICO (Spanish)
Mazatlan

	

XECQ

	

8 :30 am.
NEW ZEALAN D
Dunedin

	

4XD

	

11 :15 am .
Whakatane

	

IXX

	

6 :45 am .
NIGERI A
Radio Africa-Wed .

	

8 :00 p .m .
PANAM A
Panama City HOG 1250

	

10:30 am .
PHILIPPINE S
Manila-Sat . DZAM 1026 KHz

	

7:15 p .m .
SOUTH AFRIC A
Joubert Park-Thurs . SWAZI Music

Radio 1400 & shortwave 49 & 60 9:00 p .m .
SPAIN (Spanish )
Radio Gerona-Mon .
TONG A
Nuku' Alota-Mon .
URUGUAY (Spanish )
MontevideoRadlo El Espectador 810 9 :15 am .
VIRGIN ISLAND S
St. Croix

	

WSTX 970

	

9:00 am .

9 :15 am.KFBR 134 0

WRHC 8 :30 am.

11A5 am .
11 :45 am .
7 :15 am .
7 :45 am .

9:45 p .m .

10:15 am .

RADIO SCHEDULE
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The Bible Answer s
Regular Television Broadcast s

WE REGRET that we are unable to furnish the day and time of man y
of the broadcasts for the following stations . Where they are known ,
they have been noted :
CALIFORNI A
Chico-Sun . KMPN-5 8:30 p .m .

MICHIGA N
Ann Arbor-Sun . WIHT-31 1200 noon

FLORID A
Miami
Jacksonville

GEORGI A
Abany-Sun .
Atlanta

ILLINOI S
Champaign -

Springfield

IOW A
Cedar Rapid s
Mt. Vernon- '

WKID
Channel 1 7

WTSG-31
WATL

WBHW

KTS-1 3
WMVL Cable

7:30 am .

7:00 am .

MISSISSIPP I
Jackson
MISSOUR I
Sprinpflel d
NEW MEXIC O
Roswell

WAPT

KOL R

KSWS

9 :00 am .

NORTH CAROLIN A
Hickory
OHIO
Dayton
TEXA S
Lubbock
WEST VIRGINI A
Logan-Mon.
GUAM-Sun .

WHKY

WHI O

KCBD

Channel 1 2
KUAMLisbon (every weekday)

Satellite Cable Broadcast s
EVERY Sunday morning, over four hundred cable stations air Th e
Bible Answers TV programs in forty-three states and Puerto
Rico, at 9 :00 a .m. EST; 8 :00 a .m . CST, 7 :00 a.m. MST; and 6 :00 a.m .
PST .

If you subscribe to cable TV, consult the listing in you r
local newspaper or guide, for the station in your area which show s
these fine educational programs . In some cases, stations tape the
programs and show them at a different time than that mentione d
above. You may have to check the complete listings to locate Th e
Bible Answers programs in your city . We are sure you and you r
family will find these programs inspiring and faith-strengthening-
well worth watching . If you own a satellite dish, these programs ca n
be seen on SATCOM F-3, TRANSPONDER-6, at the times liste d
above .
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(Conrd from Page 31 )

brothers, who did not like it at all . They were skeptical that a tim e
would ever come when they would bow down to Joseph. They
called him a dreamer after that, and the dream remained a puzzle
even to Joseph .

Until the age of seventeen, Joseph was blessed with the
favor of the Loan and his father, Jacob. The LORD used these
blessings to prepare him for a future purpose . But at this tender
age, because of the hatred and jealousy of his brothers, he wa s
cruelly sold by them into slavery . This must have been an over-
whelming ordeal for one so young.

But, despite the evil motive which forced him into thi s
position, when he arrived in Egypt he prospered in his occupation
at Potiphar's house . He could see clearly that God was protectin g
him, and overruling for good the events of his life. However, he
was soon hit by another completely unexpected trial : he was
thrown into prison for something he did not do! What was to be
the fulfillment of his blessing his brethren, and their bowing be -
fore him? He did not know . For three years he simply had to en-
dure what the LORD permitted to come upon him .

Later it all became plain . He was elevated to the right
hand of Pharaoh, and supervised the collection of grain durin g
the seven fat years so there would be food enough during th e
seven lean years. All the pieces of the puzzle fell into place whe n
there was a famine in Canaan, and the sons of Jacob came dow n
to Egypt to find food .

They did not recognize their brother, Joseph. After he
revealed himself to them they were very distressed—terrified that
the one whom they had so mercilessly wronged was now power-
ful and in control . They trembled . Yet Joseph said that although
they meant to do evil, God made good to come out of it . "God
sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth and to
save your lives by a great deliverance, so now it was not you tha t
sent me hither, but God."—Gen. 45:7,8
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As he reviewed his life, Joseph did not see the trials and
difficulties—he saw the good. He knew he was to extract from
every experience the good that God had put into it .

When we are perplexed by some difficulty, taking it to
the Loki) in prayer, we may wait a week, a month, or sometimes a
year, to see how he means it to be for our good. But Joseph had
to wait twenty-two years until all the pieces came together and he
could see the complete picture . So we should not become dis-
couraged simply because we still do not know how to interpret all
the events that constitute the pattern of our lives . God's purposes
often seem to develop slowly according to our perceptions . It is
not for us to demand of God why we must go through one experi-
ence or another.

Abraham As an Example
Abraham was a mighty man of God—the father of th e

faithful. He too walked with God for long periods when he could
not understand everything that was happening to him . He was
about seventy-five years old when the Covenant was ratified with
him in Haran, just prior to his entering into Canaan . He was
promised that it would be through him that all the families of th e
earth would be blessed.

But Abraham did not have all the pieces of the puzzle .
For twenty-five perplexing years he wondered how God would
do this because he and Sarah were of advanced age. But as the fa -
ther of the faithful, he kept his faith and followed the LORD even
when he could not trace him.

Some eleven years later, he and Sarah decided that it
must be through her maid, Hagar, that the promised seed of bless-
ing would come . (Gen. 16:2,16) The Loin rejected this arrange-
ment. Abraham could not understand what God planned to do .
Finally, when Abraham was one hundred years old, God told hi m
he was to become a father, and Sarah, his wife, would be th e
mother. But Abraham had his doubts : "Shall a child be born unto
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him that is an hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninet y
years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, 0 that Ishmael
might live before thee ."--Gen . 17:17,18

Sometimes we are like Abraham . We want the Loan to
see things our way, and to accept our solutions . We must learn
what Abraham learned: the judgments of the Lox, are unsearch-
able and his ways past finding out! We must keep our faith in
him even when the answers to problems are not apparent . God i s
fitting the pieces of our life into a complete picture which will
only be fully seen when he is ready to reveal it .

If we have prayed and worried over our lack of under-
standing of what the Loan is accomplishing in our lives, we
should not be discouraged because a year or two goes by withou t
an answer . Abraham had to wait twenty-five years from the tim e
the promise was made to him before he understood how God
would fulfill it !

So, let us acknowledge that God is indeed working ou t
great things in our lives . Let us work with God in every experi-
ence, making ourselves his partners Only then can it be said tha t
all things are working together for our good .

My life is but a weaving, between my LORD and me .
I cannot change the colors, for He worketh them, you see .

Oft' times He weaveth sorrow, and I infoolish pride,
Forget He sees the upper, and I the underside .

And not until the moon is dark, and the shuttles cease to fly ,
Will God unroll the canvas, and explain the reason why .

The dark threads are as useful in the Weaver's skillful hand ,
As the threads of gold and silver, in the pattern He has planned .

EX
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ENGLISH RECORDED LECTURE SERVIC E

WE WISH to remind our British readers that a Recorded Lecture
Service, operated under the auspices of the English Dawn, is continu-
ing to be available . They provide, on loan, recorded lectures on audi o
cassettes . Also, The Dawn magazine is read onto tape eachmonth for
those who have difficulty seeing . Service is for British Isles only. Direc t
your request to :

Dawn Recorded Lecture Service -
P.O . Box 13 6

Chesham, Bucks ., ENGLAND HP5 3EB

Weekly Prayer Meeting Text s
DECEMBER 3—"Because thou past kept the word of my pa-
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth ."—
Revelation 3 :10 (Z. '01-118 Hymn 145)

DECEMBER 10—"Them that honor me, I will honor . "—
I Samuel 2 :30 (Z . '01-318 Hymn 89)

DECEMBER 1 7—"Beloved, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling ; for it is God who worketh in you both to will an d
to do of his good pleasure ."—Philippians 2:12,13 (Z. '97-147
Hymn 192)

DECEMBER 24—'Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall
save his people from their sins ."—Matthew 1 :21 (Z. '00-8 Hymn
243)

DECEMBER 31—"What shall I render unto the Loin for all hi s
benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the
name of the Lou), I will pay my vows unto the Loin, now, in the
presence of all his people."—Psalm 116:12-14 (Z . '99-286 Hymn
336)
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	 Christian Life and Doctrine

Job Sees God
JAMES wrote, "Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spo-
ken in the name of the Loan, for an example of suffering afflic-
tion, and of patience . Behold, we count them happy which en-
dure . Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the en d
of the LORD; that the Loan is very pitiful, and of tender mercy . "
(James 5 :10,11) "Take, my brethren the prophets . . . . Ye have
heard of the patience of Job." We understand from this couplet of
expressions that the Loan considered Job to be one of his hol y
prophets, and in his experiences there is encouragement for al l
the Loan's people as, like Job, they find themselves passin g
through fiery trials.

We do not know very much about the historical back -
ground of Job. From Genesis 46:13 it appears that he was a
grandson of Jacob, and among the seventy souls who went t o
Egypt to be near Joseph and to be assured of a plentiful supply o f
food . If the Job of Genesis 46:13 is indeed the same one whom
James identifies as a prophet, it means that his ministry was per -
formed prior to the giving of the Law, and that he was a descen-
dant of Abraham. There are those, however, who hold that Job
was in reality a Gentile, although all agree that he lived long be-
fore the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt .

However, the important things concerning Job are no t
his exact identity and the time he lived, but the manner in which
the Loan dealt with him, and how he reacted to the providence s
of God in his experiences. The first verse of the book which bear s
his name, reads, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose nam e
was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared
God, and turned away from evil ."—RSV
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Job had a large family—seven sons and three daughters .
He was wealthy; "he had seven thousand sheep, three thousand
camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses ,
and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all
the people of the east. His sons used to go and hold a feast in th e
house of each on his day, and they would send and invite thei r
three sisters to eat and drink with them . And when the days of th e
feast had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and
he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings ac -
cording to the number of them all ; for Job said, ` It may be that
my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts' . Thus Job
did continually."—vss. 1-5, RS V

This bit of information concerning Job's children, and
his great concern that they would continue to enjoy the blessing s
of God, are a clear indication of his own reverence for the Loa n
and desire to please him. He was indeed a man of God . The time
came when Satan set his heart upon destroying Job's faith and in-
tegrity . There was a meeting of the sons of God "and Satan came
also among them. And the Loan said unto Satan, Whence cometh
thou? Then Satan answered the Loan, and said, From going to
and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it."—vs. 7

Then the Loan asked Satan, "Have you considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameles s
and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?" Sa-
tan replied, "Does Job fear God for naught : hast thou not put a
hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side ?
Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possession s
have increased in the land . But put forth thy hand now, and touch
all that he has, and he will curse thee to thy face ."—vss. 6-11 ,
RSV

The faith and loyalty of many of the Loan's professed
people throughout the centuries have been based upon the mate-
rial good things with which the Loan blessed them. So many
people lack faith, and depend upon the things which can be see n
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and felt as evidences that the Lox]) is blessing them with his lov e
and care . Satan, with his corrupt heart, could not conceive of any -
one serving God unless he was being well-rewarded for it by ma-
terial advantages of one sort or another .

But God could read Job's heart, and he knew that h e
would maintain his integrity regardless of any material blessing s
which he might possess, so he said to Satan, "Behold all that h e
hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand."
(vs. 12) With the Loan's restraining hand removed, Satan worke d
quickly against Job . The account of this reads :

"Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house; and there
came a messenger to Job, and said, `The oxen were plowing and
the asses feeding beside them ; and the Sabeans fell upon them
and took them, and slew the servants with the edge of the sword ;
and I alone have escaped to tell you' . While he was yet speaking ,
there came another and said, `The fire of God fell from heave n
and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them ;
and I alone have escaped to tell you' . While he was yet speaking ,
there came another, and said, `The Chaldeans formed three com-
panies, and made a raid upon the camels and took them, and sle w
the servants with the edge of the sword ; and I alone have escaped
to tell you' . While he was yet speaking, there came another and
said, `Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in
their eldest brother's house, and behold, a great wind came acros s
the wilderness, and struck the four corners of the house, and it
fell upon the young people, and they are dead ; and I alone have
escaped to tell you' ."—vss. 13-19

Job Remained Faithful
Seldom, if ever, has such a series of calamities come

into the life of one individual . These calamitous events came
without warning, yet Job was not turned away from the Lox]) be -
cause of the reports . He was shocked and saddened, but instea d
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of blaming the LORD and bemoaning his lot, he said, "Naked I
came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return ; the
Loin gave, and the Loan has taken away; blessed be the name o f
the Loan."—vs . 21, RSV

But Satan was not satisfied, and he informed the LORD

that if he would permit him to inflict harm upon Job personall y
"he will curse thee to thy face." God granted this permission, bu t
with the stipulation that Job's life would be spared ; so again Sa-
tan acted quickly and he "afflicted Job with loathsome sores from
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head . And he took a pot-
sherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes ."—
Job 2:1-8, RSV

Basic Bible Study Cours e
The Basic Bible Study Course on cassette tapes uses as its tex t
the book entitled, "The Creator's Grand Design ." This
package of twelve lessons consists of an album of four audi o
tapes, and an accompanying workbook, highlighting in it s
commentary "The Creator's Grand Design," chapter by
chapter. It has been structured with today's student in mind,
using concepts and illustrations contemporary with our time t o
help explain vital truths of the Bible in an extraordinary way .
This publication is priced as follows :

• Textbook : $1 .00 • Workbook: 50C • Album : $1 .50
• 4 Audio Tapes: $5.00 • Total : (all parts) = $8 .00

TO ORDER, WRITE :
DAWN PUBLICATION S

199 Railroad Avenue
East Rutherford, NJ 07073
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Then a further trial came to Job . His wife lost her confi-
dence in him, and said, "Do you still hold fast your integrity ?
Curse God, and die." But Job said to his wife, "You speak as one
of the foolish women would speak . Shall we receive good at the
hand of the LORD, and shall we not receive evil?" We are told tha t
in all this Job did not sin with his lips .

Three of Job's friends, hearing about his trying experi-
ences, arranged to visit and comfort him . The account states ,
"Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that wa s
come upon him, they came every one from his own place;
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar th e
Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come
to mourn with him and comfort him. And when they lifted up
their eyes from afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up thei r
voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and
sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven . So they sat down
with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none
spoke a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very
great."—Job 2 :11-13
Job's Comforters In Erro r

While these `comforters' said nothing at all to Job dur-
ing the first seven days of their visit—which must have been a
trying experience for Job under the circumstances—when they
did begin speaking with him they revealed a general viewpoin t
which was not true. God was displeased with what they had said,
and told them so . We read, "The LORD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy tw o
friends; for ye have not spoken of the thing that is right, as m y
servant Job hath ."—Job 42 : 7

The central concept these comforters had, and whic h
they communicated to Job, was wrong . They insisted his suffer-
ings were due to sin he had committed, and which he had no t
confessed to God nor to his fellows . In other words, they as much
as accused Job of being a hypocrite, and of course this greatly
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added to his sorrow. In this respect Job's experiences were some-
what like those endured by Jesus, who, while born to be a king ,
and truly the Son of God, had these great realities concerning him
contradicted, and was finally put to death as a result of thi s
"contradiction of sinners ."

This does not imply that everything Job's comforter s
said concerning him was untrue . Eliphaz said to him, "Behold ,
thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the wea k
hands. Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and tho u

hast strengthened the feeble knees . But now it is come upon thee ,
and thou faintest; it touchest thee and thou art troubled."—Job
4:3-5

This statement by Eliphaz indicates that Job was rathe r
an important man in the land of Uz, a religious teacher and com-
forter . But human weakness is much the same wherever we fin d

it. It is true that while we do what we can to comfort others i n
their trials, when troubles come upon ourselves we often los e
sight of the viewpoint we expressed to them, and we wonder wh y
the LORD is permitting us to experience so much suffering .

The Wicked Flouris h
In pressing the accusation that Job was suffering be-

cause of some gross but secret sin, Eliphaz said, "Who ever per-
ished, being innocent? Or where were the righteous cut off? Even
as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap

the same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath o f

his nostrils are they consumed ."Job 4:7-9
Job was not disturbed by this accusation, because he

knew that it was not true. He knew that often the most wicked of
the earth flourish . Malachi stated the matter correctly, saying ,
"Now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickednes s
are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered ." (Mal.
3 :15) This was true in Job's day . It is still true today, and wil l

continue to be true until Satan is bound and the "new heavens an d
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a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness" are functioning .
Job's way of stating this fact was, "The tabernacles of the robber s
prosper, and they that provoke God are secure."Job 12 :6

Pressing the charge of hypocrisy still further against Job ,
Eliphaz said, "Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace:
thereby good shall come unto thee ." (Job 22:21) This is a well-
known text, but its setting in the Book of Job is usually over-
looked . Here Job's comforter is saying to Job that the reason he i s
not enjoying peace is because he is alienated from God throug h
his sin ; and he urges Job to go to the LORD and correct the situ-
ation .

It is not true that all who are acquainted with the Lo w
are assured of enjoying peace. Many, in their severe times o f
trial, are often troubled of soul. They do not lose faith in God,
necessarily, even as Job did not lose faith, but they do wonde r
why the LORD permits such bitter experiences to come to them ,
and in their perplexity they are unsettled and disturbed .

Following up this argument, Eliphaz continues : "Re-
ceive I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words i n
thine heart . If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up ,
thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles . Then thou
shalt lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones o f
the brooks . Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defense, and thou shalt
have plenty of silver. For then thou shalt have thy delight in the
Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. Thou shalt make
thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pa y
thy vows . Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be estab-
lished unto thee ; and the light shall shine upon thy ways. When
men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up ; and he
shall save the humble person. He shall deliver the island of the
innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands ."—
Job 22:21-30
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Job's Reply
Job knew he could not return to the Almighty, for he ha d

never turned away from his fidelity to his God . He realized
clearly that his comforter did not have the right viewpoint, for he
knew he had not lost his wealth because he had disobeyed God .
Job's difficulty was in understanding why God had permitted
such severe calamities to come upon him, so he had lost his con -
tact with his God, and cried out, "Oh that I knew where I might
find him, that I might come even to his seat!"—Job 23 : 3

Job explained how desperately he was trying to find the
Lotto. He said, "Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and
backward, but I cannot perceive him : on the left hand, where he
doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the
right hand, that I cannot see him ." (vss . 8,9) Here Job is using
figurative language, and how well he pictures the experiences of
many of the Lotto's people, who in their deep sorrows seek to
know the meaning of the Lotto's providences in their lives . In
these experiences we reflect on our own attitudes as we face up t o
the various aspects of life, and carefully examine our motives t o
discern if we may have erred .

But Job did not lose his faith, for in the next verse we
find him saying, "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he
hath tried me I shall come forth as gold ." Job could not find God,
but God was watching over Job. Job realized that his bitter expe-
riences were not evidences of the Loan's displeasure, but merely
that he was being tried; and he was confident also that in due
time the trial would be over, and that by the Loin's grace he
would triumph in it, and would come forth as gold ; that is, he
would stand the test .

God Speaks to Job
There was much discussion between Job and his com-

forters, and finally a fourth person joined his comforters —
namely, Elihu . He did not condemn Job as directly as did the oth-
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VIDEO CASSETTES O N
BIBLE SUBJECTS

AVAILABLE ON LOA N

Enjoy "The Bible Answers "
programs in your home at

any time . Send today for your
FREE CATALOG

DAWN VIDEO CASSETTES
i P.O. BOX 4355

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 9160 7

I' o Please send me a free rata log
of 'The Bible Answers' Video Cas-
sette Series.

Name	
Address	
City/State/Zp	

ers, nevertheless he was of no special help to him . "Then the
Loin answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is thi s
that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Gird u p
now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer
thou me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of th e
earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding . Who bath laid the
measures thereof, if thou knowest? Or who hath stretched the lin e
upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? Or
who laid the cornerstone thereof?"Job 38:1-6

These questions continue almost uninterruptedl y
throughout chapters thirty-eight through forty-one . Then Job an-
swered the Loin and said, "I know that thou canst do everything ,
and that no thought can be withholden from thee." (Job 42:2)
This was the lesson which the Loin was teaching Job by means
of the many questions which he propounded to him . Job knew he
had not committed gross sin which would justify the suffering
that had come upon him; but he had failed to understand the
greatness, the power, the wisdom of the Creator in trying to dis-
cover the meaning of his experiences . Now he realized that a Go d
so wise and so great could, and did, have reasons far beyond his
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ability to understand, and that he should accept this fact, an d
upon the basis of faith continue to serve him and to rejoice i n
him .

And how wonderfully Job learned this lesson! He said ,
"I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine ey e
seeth thee." (Job 42:5) Earlier in his experience, after lamenting
the fact that his friends, his wife, and the servants in his house -
hold despised him, Job said, "I know that my Redeemer liveth ,
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I se e
God; whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold ,
and not another; though my reins be consumed within me."—Job
19:25-27

Here Job seemingly expressed his hope in the "better
resurrection," and believed that when he is restored to life in th e
flesh (or as a human, is the thought) he will then see God . This ,
however, will not be literal sight, but an understanding of Go d
such as he expressed as having come to him even before he died ,
when he said, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, bu t
now mine eye seeth thee ." What a wonderful experience that
must have been for Job, and how he must have rejoiced that h e
had again found the Loan, and could understand the meaning o f
his providences !

It will be in this sense that all mankind during the thou-
sand-year reign of Christ will "see" the Loan. In Isaiah 25 :6-9 ,
where the messianic kingdom is symbolized as a mountain, w e
are informed that in this mountain the Loan will "destroy . . . the
face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil that i s
spread over all nations . "

Job said that the Redeemer would stand in the latter da y
upon the earth, and this is true . He is the great king and Mediator
who will rule and bless the people. In one of the symbols apply-
ing to him he is referred to as the Arm of the Loin, and concern-
ing him we read, "The Loan hath made bare his Holy Arm in the

59

	

THE DAWN, DECEMBER 1987



eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God " Isa. 52 :10

Then all mankind, having passed through the long night-
time experience of suffering and of death, mostly without benefit
of any clear knowledge of the LoxD, will be able to see him in the
rich experiences of blessing which will come to all flesh at tha t
time . Yes, Job finally saw and appreciated God more clearly than
ever before, and this will be the lot of all mankind ; those, that is ,
who accept the provisions of God's grace through the Redeemer,
and who obey the righteous laws of the kingdom .

	

q

Great joy for all people! Our broad faith is confirmed by th e
Scriptures, which hold firmly that our God graciously has arrange d
that every member of our poor, fallen human race shall yet b e
blessed with a clear understanding of the great redemption pric e
paid by the Savior. All may share in the glorious opportunities thus
secured to return to full har-
mony with God and to full
blessings, and everlasting life .
The angels declared that the
good message of joy, of privi-
lege, of love and hope, shall
extend to all people! A Savior
had been born, a Deliverer of
the weak, the helpless and the
dying, who is able to succor to
the utmost all who would come
to the Father through him; able
to open the blind eyes and to
unstop the deaf ears ,
that all may come to an
appreciation of the
goodness of God !
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Encouraging Letter s

Received from Video Cassette Service Users

A Help in Bible Stud y
Dear Gentlemen: I would like to
order the video cassette, "World
without Death ." Please send m e
the free catalog of the Bible An-
swers Video Cassette Series .
Your magazine is a source of
inspiration and I use it a lot for
my personal Bible studies . Keep
up the good work .FL

Appreciates
Video Servic e
Dear Sir Please send the free
loan materials as listed. We
appreciate your free service very
much. We do not at this tim e
have official school stationary .
We hope this will not stop us
from receiving this service .
Again thank you! P .S . Can these
be ordered during summer
months for evangelistic pur-
poses?—WI

Video Cassette s
Enjoyed Immensely
Dear Sirs : I am sending a contri-
bution for the cassette you las t
sent me entitled, "The Old Made

Young," and "The Blessings o f
Christ's Kingdom ." I hope this
is OK with you. Please keep me
on the mailing list to receiv e
more . I enjoy them immensely .
Sincerely. —K S
A Blessing Anticipate d
Please send me the Bible An-
swers video cassette, "World
without Death ." Also send you r
catalog . I am looking forward to
this because I am unable to get
your radio or TV programs . The
Dawn magazine has been a
comfort—I am sure this is going
to be wonderful also . Thank
you.PA
For a Nursing Hom e
I was so excited when I receive d
the information about your VCR
tapes . We have recently pur-
chased a VCR and need good
tapes to show the residents at our
facility . Yours will be perfect!
Le t ' s begin by your sending me
"God and Creation," and "God
and Science." When I return this
one, will it be another four
weeks before I get the next one?
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Thank you!MS
Student Likes Films
Dear Dawn Bible Students: Hi! I
am fourteen years old, and go to
middle school . I would like to
compliment you on your serv-
ice . I think you have some good
films. I would like to ask if yo u
could send me the video cas-
sette, "Coming Back from Hell
Soon," if this would not be any
trouble . I look forward to hear-
ing from you soon .—KY

Heard
Wonderful Comment s
Dear Brethren : I am most inter-
ested in viewing the complete
series of The Bible Answers ,
which is available on video cas -
settes . These programs are not
available on television in my
area, but I have read and heard
wonderful comments about
them. My wife and I look for-
ward to seeing them . Please start
sending these cassettes on your
loan basis, starting with num-
bers VC1 and VC2. Please let
me know if any deposit is re-
quired . Sincerely yours .—LA

A Renewal of Fait h
"Thanks so much" is little to say
considering the enjoyment we
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got with the renewal of faith and
lively discussion created by
these films . They are viewed b y
people seventy-four to ninety-
seven years of age . I would
appreciate having the films,
"The Unknown God," and
"Paradise Lost and Restored . "
The film that is being returned
was shown several times to spe-
cial small groups in the nursing
facility and the residential facil -
ity too. Thank you .AR
Cassettes
Especially Fulfillin g
Dear Brethren : I would like to
keep the video tape with the
films: "The Old Made Young"
—"The blessings of Christ' s
Kingdom ." This tape was great-
ly appreciated by my husband
and neighbors . What a comfort
to be able to illustrate to others
the wonderful blessings the
coming kingdom will provide !
Words can be said or read con-
cerning these precious scriptural
accounts, but somehow when it
is put in visual form it never fail s
to make an impression . This
video is especially fulfilling i n
this respect. May the LORD bless
and prosper this fine work. Sin-
cerely in his name.MI
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1986 & 1987 General Convention Tape s
AUDIO tapes of the 1986 and 1987 General Conventions at
Albion, are still available. If you wish to order the entire set ,
the price is $40 .00 ; or you can order individual tapes at $2 .0 0
each .

THE VESPERS tapes are especially nice to have, and include
the choral groups which we enjoy listening to so much.

WRITE TO : The Dawn Recorded Lecture Servic e
199 Railroad Avenue

East Rutherford, NJ 07073

Enjoys Fil m
Dear Sir. I am writing this letter
for the residents at a nursing
home. They enjoy this kind of
film especially since we are.lo-
cated in the Bible Region. We
would like to start out with
VC21, "Mary and John Remi-
nisce ." Thank you so much . —
TN

Video Tape Very Good
Dear Brother: I received your
video tape yesterday . I played it ,
and it was very good . I hope to
make use of it in our class, but
also, when I have the opportu-
nity, to show it to others . I will be
looking for the next tape. Your
brother in Christ .PA

Highly Recommends

Dear Brethren: Thank you so
much for the loan of tape VC1 ,
"God and Creation"/"God and
Science." My wife and I have
heard much about your series ,
The Bible Answers, but are un-
able to receive it in our area. We
now know that the programs ar e
every bit of what we expected,
and more. We highly recom-
mend these tapes to all who have
not seen your programs on tele-
vision . Please send, "Creation or
Evolution?"/"From Darkness to
Eden," and, "The Bible Exam-
ined in the Light of Science,"/
"Paradise without Pollution . "
Christian love.—LA
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"I Wish I Knew What To Do! "
HOW often we hear this statement made by those who are zealou s
for making known the glad tidings of the kingdom . May we suggest
that one thing practically all can do is send one or more "Dawn" gift
subscriptions to their friends . Just think, one gift subscription means
that The Dawn enters the home twelve times during the year as you r
messenger of truth . Isn't this something worthwhile doing? Each
subscription is only one dollar, and you can have six entered for fiv e
dollars . And it is simple to do when you use the coupon below .

Dawn Bible Students Association
East Rutherford, New Jersey 0707 3

Dear Friends : I appreciate the privilege of proclaiming th e
truth through the pages of The Dawn magazine . Please ente r
the following subscriptions to begin with the January issue :

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

IT New Subscription

	

q Renewal

------------------
Name

Address

City/State/Zip

q New Subscription

	

q Renewal

TALKING THINGS OVER
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Name

Address

City/State/Zip

0 New Subscription

	

E] Renewal
-------------

Name

Address

City/State/zip

[1] New Subscription

	

E] Renewal

------------------

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E]New Subscription

	

ElRenewal

- -----------------

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

D New Subscription

	

Renewal
- -----------------

I am enclosing	 dollars for the above subscriptions .

Signed :
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Voices from the Past
BROTHER CHESTER SUNDBOM, SAGINAW, M I

God's Workmanship
"We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesu s

unto good works, which God hash before
ordained that we should walk in them . "

—Ephesians 2 :1 0

OUR text pictures God as a workman, a creator, making a ne w
creation "in Christ," entirely separate fioin his original creation i n
Adam. His work in us began even before we came into the bod y
of Christ .

Jesus sowed seed—"the Word of the kingdom" (Matt .
13 :19)	 that God was to establish a government to enforce right-
eousness in the earth; that because Jesus tasted death for ever y
man, each human being would be called out of the grave and
given a full, fair opportunity to return to human perfection ; and
that a little flock of joint-heirs was being selected to rule wit h
him then, if they would now suffer with him .

We heard this Word, thought about it, and a new ide a
came into our minds: "I ought to serve God." We began to realiz e
that this would cost us considerable, our self-will, our human-
ity—all that we had . What we received would far exceed what we
gave up, but could we finish our building?—Luke 14 :28-33

As we continued to think, we learned that God would be
"for us" (Rom . 8 :31,32) and give all needed help. When we de-
cided to consecrate, our original idea changed from I `ought' t o
serve God, to "I will serve God." Our Heavenly Father recog-
nized this determination as the beginning of the new creature . We
were begotten of God's Holy Spirit. Subsequent immersion in
water indicated to others what had happened in our hearts .
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Thus we came into the body of Christ and God's crea-
tive work in us began. The decision, "I will serve God," becam e
his power in our lives. It impelled us to study his Word . The Holy
Spirit gave us understanding of his plan and what he wanted us to
do . Thus we began to grow in knowledge, learning that we mus t
be doers of the Word ; and we made sincere efforts along this line .
In this way we began to get practical experience in obedience t o
God's will . To determination is added knowledge, and then expe-
rience. These three things form Christian character, and make u s
different from others—even good people of the world .

Our determination to serve God is not so strong at first .
A severe trial might cause it to falter. But God is the Workman
and will not permit this . (I Cor. 10 :13) On the other hand, the de-
termination to obey is usually strengthened by trials endured. Un-
certainties and difficulties turn us to God for help . Trials force u s
to appropriate the promises. They necessitate a good fight of
faith. (I Tim . 6 :12) We must overcome to reign with Jesus . (Rev .
3:21) Trials provide the opportunities to overcome . They also
cause us to study God's Word for special wisdom, which adds t o
our experience . They are a necessity to our development as new
creatures .

Since God is developing us, we conclude that an impor-
tant part of his work is superintending our trials and disciplines .
They will not be more than we can stand, and they will be 'tailor-
made' to suit the particular characteristic he is forming in us. His
Holy Spirit also does an important work in enlightening our
minds with particular truths necessary to help us overcome.
God's work in us and for us includes arranging our experience,
and giving us the Holy Spirit .

Paul's experience with his "thorn in the flesh" is an ex-
ample. (II Car. 12:7-10) His poor eyesight was a great hindrance
in his work for God. False apostles seeking their own glory
seemed to have every advantage . (II Car . 11 :12,13) They said hi s
bodily presence was weak. (II Cor. 10:10) This moved Paul to
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pray that the thorn be removed. He had to pray three times, and
then the answer was, "No."

In this waiting period, Paul was being prepared to a ppre-
ciate the answer God gave . He was trying to figure out why God
did not remove this thorn so that the interests of the truth migh t
prosper . When the Holy Spirit finally gave the answer, Paul
understood that the `thorn' was necessary to keep him humble .
He had learned that it was better to have infirmity and retain th e
power of Christ. God had arranged every incident and timed them
perfectly to bring out just what he wanted in Paul. It was a great
step in his development as a new creature .

A university creates scientists and other professionals by
work done on the mind . Instructors make the subjects clear to th e
students; they are required to recite; expression deepens impres-
sion; practical experience is gained in laboratories. If the student
retains his will to learn, he gains the knowledge and experience
which make him a scientist . Similarly, God produces his ne w
creatures by working on our minds. His Spirit enlightens our
minds . We get actual experience in overcoming our weaknesses ,
and in telling others the glad tidings .

What is a doctor? Not the grains of dust which form his
body . It is what he has in his mind—knowledge, experience ,
skill . These make him what he is . Similarly the new creation,
who also have a profession as priests of God, are a combination
of knowledge and experience motivated by the determination to
obey God. The body, the "house" (II Cor. 5 :1-4), though neces-
sary, is only the vehicle of expression for the new creature, th e
Christian character composed of the three elements described .
The divine body which we will receive in the first resurrection i s
also God's workmanship, but we have no part in its creation .

God's work on our minds is of greatest concern to u s
because we must cooperate by maintaining our determination to
learn and do his will. This determination gets stronger each tim e
we overcome. Our Christian character is thus enriched by knowl-
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edge and experience. It is God's workmanship and will be com-
pleted in the first resurrection . The greatest fact in our lives is
that God is now working in us largely by discipline and instruc-
tion. Let us view trials from this standpoint and thank God fo r
them: "All trials are worth millions ; do not waste any of them!" q

Obituarie s
Brother Bernie Suraci, New Haven, CT—September .
Sister Sophie Wisneski Wnorowski, Orlando, FL October 14 .

Age, 85 .
Sister Ruth Poland, Indianapolis, IN—October 31 . Age, 91 .

"The Dawn" Magazine on Tape

LISTEN TO `THE DAWN" WHILE :

• driving to work
• relaxing at hom e
• entertaining family or friends
• working in the kitchen or shop
• wherever you have a cassette player

FOR years, "The Dawn" magazine has been recorded monthly o n
tape for the blind . Recently we have been able to upgrade the qual -
ity of these recordings with a very fine reading voice . We are s o
pleased with the result that we wish to offer copies of these read -
ings to all who might find a use for them .

Requests should be sent to the DAWN RECORDED LEC-
TURE SERVICE, 199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ
07073 . Cassettes may be purchased for $2 .00 each. If you woul d
like to subscribe to this service on an annual basis, the cost is
$20 .00 for twelve months .
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

Deliverer, Lifegiver
"Thou shalt call his name Jesus :

for he shall save his people from their sins . "
—Matthew 1 :21

THE story of the angel's visit to the shepherds, informing the m
of the birth of Jesus, is one that never grows old . It was "good
tidings of great joy" (Luke 2:10) then, and it is the same today .
Throughout the centuries since that holy night, many million s
have had their hearts made glad by this story, and yet its real ful-
fillment is still future. Eventually it will be glad tidings to all
people, not merely as a story, but in the fact that salvation fro m
sin, sickness, and death will be made available to all .

That the shepherds were in the fields tending their shee p
the night Jesus was born would indicate that December 25th i s
not the correct anniversary of his birth. While the winters in Is-
rael are not as severe as they are in many other parts of the world,
they are too cold for sheep to be kept the open fields . The ap-
proximate date of Jesus' birth is October 1st . This is deduced
from the fact that he was crucified in the spring of the year, at the
time of the Jewish Passover . (Matt . 26 :2) Jesus was thirty years
of age (Luke 3:23) when he began his ministry—a ministr y
which lasted for three and one-half years . Thus he was thirty -
three and one-half years old when he was crucified . This being i n
the spring of the year would mean that he was born about the first
of October.

Of course the date of Jesus' birth is not too important .
The important thing is that he was born, that thus he was "made
flesh" for the "suffering of death," and that by the grace of Go d

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

61



he tasted "death for every man ." (Heb. 2:9) The infant Jesus
could not be the Savior of the world. Only the "man Christ Jesus"
could give himself a "ransom for all." This he did, and the glori-
ous fact of the redemption from death thus made possible, will, i n
God's due time, be testified to all mankind .—I Tim. 2:3-6

A "multitude of the heavenly hosts" sang, "Glory to Go d
in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." (Luke
2:13,14) In modern times this has been translated to read, "Peac e
on earth among men of goodwill ." But this is an erroneous trans-
lation, devised to compensate for a lack of understanding of jus t
what was implied by this prophecy of the angels . The professe d
Christian world knows that peace has not been established as a
result of Jesus' birth, so they assume that the angels meant that
peace would come only to men of goodwill.

Actually, men of goodwill have always had peace
among themselves. (John 14:27) It did not require the birth of Je-
sus to bring this about . What the angels really told the shepherds
was that the birth of Jesus was a manifestation of God's goodwil l
toward men ; for God, in his love, had sent his Son to be the De-
liverer and Lifegiver of the world.

Except in the making of promises through his prophets ,
God's goodwill had not been manifested toward mankind since

our first parents were driven out of the Garden of Eden and sen-

tenced to death because of sin . He had shown limited favor to a
few who exercised faith in his promises, but he had given life to

none. He had given the Israelites an opportunity to gain life by
keeping the Law, but they had failed . But now, in fulfillment of
his promises to send a Deliverer and Lifegiver, Jesus was born as
a marvelous manifestation of God's goodwill.

The name Jesus means `savior' . In order for Jesus to be
the Savior, it was necessary for him to die as the Redeemer . And
in his death we see another manifestation of God's goodwill to -
ward men. Then Jesus returns to prepare for the establishment of
his kingdom, that through the agencies of that kingdom the world
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might be enlightened, and given an opportunity to benefit from
his death as their Deliverer and Lifegiver. This opportunity will
reach the living, and also the dead, who will be brought fort h
from the grave (John 5 :25)—another manifestation of God' s
goodwill! And in his kingdom, peace will also come to the world .

The ministry of the disciples was at first confined to th e
Israelites, but with the conversion of Cornelius the Gospel began
to be preached more and more to the Gentiles . (Acts 2 :39) How -
ever, only in a limited sense did this begin the fulfillment of the
angel's prophecy that the glad tidings of Jesus' birth as a Savior
would be to all people.

The purpose of the general witnessing of the Gospel i n
this age is to reach those who respond in terms of full devotion ,
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus which lead to sacrificial death .
Those who now react to the Gospel, and meet the terms of this
"high calling" (Phil . 3 :14), will be exalted to immortality (Rom .
2 :7) in the resurrection, to live and reign with Christ for the bless-
ing of the remainder of the resurrected world of mankind . (Rev .
5 :9-13) Only then will they know the full meaning of the title s
given to Jesus—Deliverer, Lifegiver !

Speakers' Appointment s
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

Speakers are routed through the Pilgrim Department of the Dawn, or by

classes associated with the Pilgrim Service . Their visits are furnished free upon
request . Write to: Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, NJ 07073 . A
visit will be arranged whenever possible .

M. Nekora

	

F . Nemes h

Fresno, CA

	

December 13

	

London, Ont .

	

December 1 3

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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Conventions
CHICAGO, IL, New Year' s
Convention, January 1-3, El k
Grove Village High School, 500 W.
Elk Grove Blvd . Elk Grove Village.
Contact : Mr. Joseph Megacz, 143 1
S . Fairview, Park Ridge, IL 6006 8
Phone : (312) 692-3609
PHOENIX, AZ, January 1-3 ,
1988—Days Inn, 502 W. Camel-
back Road 85013 . Contact : Mildred
Enteman, 542 W. Southern Avenue
85041

ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Janu-
ary 10—Majestic Park Homes, Inc . ,
8300 Seminole Bivd. (Alt . 19) Con-
tact Mrs. John Slavich, 3401 Roch-
elle Court, Clearwater, FL 33519
Phone : (813) 786-379 5

PALO ALTO, CA, Januar y
23,24-San Jose Masonic Temple ,
2500 Masonic Drive, San Jose.
Contact Irene Altuvilla .
Phone : (208) 296-191 3

0 Glorious Night !
THE little lambs slept with their mothers all, under the starry sky ,
And dreamed of the lilies that lay in the grass and the waters that glided by .
The stars overhead twinkled midnight, 'twas midnight solemn and calm ,
As the shepherds sat on the grey, old rocks and chanted an ancient psalm:
When I survey the heavens and the things Thy hands have wrought,
Oh Loan, what is man, that mindful of him, thou knowest his every thought ?

THEN around the chanting shepherds there suddenly shone a light,
And wearing a glory that dimmed the stars, came an angel out of the night .
"Fear not," said he, "fear not," for the men were sore afraid—
And unto the Loan of life and death, each one in his terror prayed.
"Fear not," said he, "fear not"; and his voice like a flute-note fell :
"I bring you tidings of greatest joy, to you and the earth as well.
For the time foretold by the prophets, that wondrous time is here ,
And a child is born in Bethlehem—the child that should appear."

THEN, lo, an angels' anthem rose, swelling to vast increase ,
"Glory to God, goodwill to men, on earth shall never cease. "
The shepherds humbly kneeling, praised the mighty God of heaven ,
O'erawed by the angels' promise which that night to them was given .
And the Iambs lay still asleeping, as the waters murmurred by ,
When all became dark and silent, and the stars returned on high .

—Contributed
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