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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAW N

The impact of the birth of Jesus has changed the course of

history so much so that throughout the entire civilized worl d

even time is reckoned from his birthday, upon a B .C. and

A.D. basis . Yet, from one standpoint, the most extraordi-
nary thing arising out of the birth of Jesus is the fact that up

until now, practically nothing in connection with the hig h

hopes of peace and joy and life which have been centered i n

him have as yet been realized . Despite this, however, th e

whole world continues to commemorate the birth of th e

"Prince of Peace . "—Isa . 9 : 6

It is nearly two thousand years since the angel said t o
those shepherds on the Judean hills, "Behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people ; for
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, whic h

is Christ the Lord ." (Luke 2 :10) Almost twenty centuries
have come and gone since that heavenly choir sang th e
refrain : "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace ,

good will toward men ." Under ordinary circumstances, ha d
claims of this sort failed of fruition for as many as fifty years ,
they would have been forgotten, but the angelic message o f
peace and goodwill is sung with as great enthusiasm today
as ever .

The song of the angels is by no means forgotten . Two
global wars in one generation have not silenced it ; nor has
the din of battle by the ever-warring factions of Christ 's pro-
fessed followers caused the world to forget the angels' song .
And it is well that this is so, for the song has not lost it s
meaning, nor does the long-seeming delay in its fulfillment in -
_1'_ . .L . n.L_ ♦ L . .7 :	 tL., . 1. :«4. ..f 1 . . I, ..o F,.rl„]



Christ Is Born

A
BOUT OCTOBER 1ST, nearly two thou -

sand years ago, an angelic announce-
ment to a group of shepherds watching thei r
flocks by night signaled an outstandin g
step forward in the outworking of the divin e
plan of salvation . We read that "the angel
of the LORD came upon them, and the
glory of the LORD shone round about them ,
and they were sore afraid . And the ange l
said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, whic h
shall be to all people . For unto you is bor n
this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which
is Christ the Lord . And this shall be a sig n
unto you : ye shall find the babe wrappe d
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger .
And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God ,
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace ,
good will toward men ."—Luke 2 :9-14

Previous to this, the coming of the Messiah was in th e
realm of promises, so one of the very important aspects o f
this message of good news is the fact the Messiah was bor n
that day . The word Gospel means good news, and Paul in-
forms us that the Gospel was preached before to Abraha m
when God promised this ancient friend that through his "see d"
all the families of the earth would be blessed . (Gal . 3:8 ;
Gen . 22 :18) Paul identifies Jesus in this connection as th e
promised "seed ." (Gal . 3 :16) It was good news to Abraha m
that his progeny would be the channel of blessing to al l
mankind . However, this was good news which was base d
merely upon a promise . Later this promise was confirmed
by God's oath, but it was still only a promise .

Later this promise was confirmed to Isaac, and to Jacob,
but it was still only a promise . Shortly before his death, whe n
pronouncing blessings upon his twelve sons, Jacob proph-



esied that out of the loins of Judah there would come on e
who would be called Shiloh, a peaceful one, and that unto
him would the gathering of the people be . (Gen . 49 :9,10)
This was another promise of the coming of a Messiah, on e
to whom the people would be gathered, and through whom
they would receive the blessings of peace .

Moses, in his day, clung to these wonderful promises tha t
the God of Israel would send a great one, a messiah, to brin g
deliverance to his people, and a blessing to all mankind . Evi-
dently the mother of Moses, while caring for him in th e
court of Pharaoh, told her child of the promise to fathe r
Abraham, and what it implied, for we read that when he wa s
come to years he "refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter ; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the peopl e
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; es-
teeming the reproach of [Margin, `for] Christ greater riches tha n
the treasures in Egypt : for he had respect unto the recom-
pence of the reward ."—Heb. 11 :24-26

Christ is the New Testament name for Messiah, and Mose s
evidently understood God's promises to Abraham, Isaac, an d
to Jacob to mean that he would send a Messiah, and h e
gladly cast in his lot with the people of God to whom thes e
promises had been made . Later, after the Law had been
given to Israel at the hand of Moses, he was instructed to
say to this people that the LORD would raise up unto the m
a prophet like unto himself, and that all would be called upon
to hear and obey that prophet . (Deut . 18 :18, 19) In the Ne w
Testament this is applied to Jesus during the period of his sec -
ond presence .—Acts 3:22,23

MANY PROPHECIES
Isaiah prophesied that "a virgin shall conceive, and bear a

Son," and that his name would be called Immanuel . (Isa .
7 :14) Another of Isaiah's prophecies reads, "Unto us a chil d
is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall b e
upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be called Wonderful ,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, Th e
Prince of Peace . Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end . upon the throne of David . and upon



his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgmen t
and with justice, from henceforth even for ever . The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will perform this ."—Isa. 9:6, 7

Again Isaiah prophesied concerning the coming Messiah :
"There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, an d
a Branch shall grow out of his roots : and the Spirit of the
LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under -
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowl-
edge, and of the fear of the LORD ; and shall make him o f
quick understanding in the fear of the LORD : and he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove afte r
the hearing of his ears : but with righteousness shall he judg e
the poor, and reprove [Margin, `argue] with equity for the meek
of the earth : and he shall smite the earth with the rod of hi s
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wick -
ed . And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith -
fulness the girdle of his reins ."—Isa . 11 :1-5

In Daniel 9 :25 there is another assurance of the comin g
of the Messiah . In this prophecy a time measurement is given,
indicating when he would come . The prophecy reads, "Know ,
therefore, and understand, that from the going forth of th e
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and
two weeks." At the time Jesus did appear as the Messiah ,
many were in expectation of him—and this expectation might
well have been based, in part at least, upon this prophecy
recorded by Daniel .—Luke 3 :1 5

In Micah 5 :2 there is a prophecy which identifies the plac e
where the promised one would be born . The text reads, "Beth-
lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousand s
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that i s
to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth have been from of old ,
from everlasting (Margin, Hebrew : 'the days of eternity ' ) . "

And then in Malachi 4 :2 we read, " Unto you that fea r
my name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healin g
in his wings . "

These and other promises and prophecies relative, to the



of Israel . The people did not realize that they would not al l
be fulfilled at once. They failed completely to grasp the mean-
ing of certain prophecies which told of the Messiah's suffer-
ing and death as the Redeemer of Israel and of the world .
They did not know that he would be raised from the dea d
and return to heaven, and revisit mankind at the end of th e
Gospel Age . They simply had in mind the many assuran-
ces of Jehovah that a messiah would come, that Israel woul d
be exalted, and all the families of the earth blessed .

Yes, the 'Israelites indeed' were well aware that God ha d
promised to send a messiah . Many names and titles of thi s
great one were mentioned in the prophecies . He was to be
the 'seed' . He was to be 'Shiloh' . He was to be 'a prophe t
greater than Moses' . He was to be called 'Immanuel', Won-
derful', 'Counsellor', 'The mighty God', 'The everlasting Father' ,
'The Prince of Peace' . The Messiah was also to be a 'root ou t
of the stem of Jesse', and a 'Branch' was to grow out of his
roots . He was to be the 'Sun of Righteousness with healing i n
his wings' .

Throughout all the long centuries of Israel's waiting, th e
Messianic feature of the divine plan remained in the real m
of promises, but at last the time came for those promises to
begin to be translated into reality, so the angel announced, "Unto
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Chris t
[Messiah] the Lord ." (Luke 2 :11) Now these promises bega n
to take on substance—the Messiah was born .

Nine months earlier, Mary had been given the assur-
ance that she was to be the mother of the one who woul d
become the great Messiah and Deliverer of Israel and th e
world : "The angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary ; for thou
hast found favor with God . And, behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call hi s
name JESUS . He shall be great, and shall be called th e
Son of the Highest : and the LORD God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David : and he shall reign over th e
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall b e

"
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In this announcement by the angel we are reminded o f
Isaiah's prophecy in which he foretold that the Messia h
would sit "upon the throne of David, and upon his king-
dom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and wit h
justice, from henceforth even for ever ." (Isa . 9:7) The typi-
cal kingdom of David had fallen in B .C . 606 . Because
David was so greatly beloved by Jehovah, he arranged tha t
the future Messianic Kingdom should be looked upon as
the rebuilt kingdom of this man after God's own heart . ( I
Sam . 13 :14; Acts 13 :22) Jesus is the antitypical David ,
and, through his mother, was an actual descendant of David .

HUMBLE CIRCUMSTANCE S
From the announcement made to her by the angel, Gabriel ,

Mary would know that she was to be the mother of the prom -
ised one, and possibly wondered why God permitted those
circumstances to arise which led to the birth of Jesus in a
stable . However, even a stable must have seemed like a palace
to Mary, a king's palace, since God had permitted her hol y
child to be born there . But while Jesus' birthplace'was hum -
ble, and his mother a comparatively unknown person in Is-
rael, his birth was announced by the angels . This was
appropriate . The LORD had used angels on many occasion s
to convey to the ancients his plan to send the Messiah, an d
now that the time had come to fulfill those promises, it wa s
fitting that both the conception and birth of this great on e
would also be announced by angels .

The birth of Jesus was a turning point in the outworkin g
of the divine plan, for it meant that God 's plan had moved
out of the ` promise stage ' , and into the era of performance .
True, through his New Testament servants the LORD con-
tinued to make promises, but now the central figure both o f
the Old and New Testament promises had come, and hi s
birth in Bethlehem had been announced by the angels .

The shepherds to whom this announcement was made
must have been awed, and at the same time made glad . To
them the first thought was to go to Bethlehem and verify
what they had heard . We read, "It came to pass, as the an -
n,,Ic . .r”,, n,nr .n ~ . . .o . . Fr.. r.. 41	 a,. 1	 „ al	 1-	 4	 J_



said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem ,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the LOR D
hath made known unto us . And they came with haste, an d
found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger ."—
Luke 2:15,16

The shepherds were thoroughly convinced . We read ,
"When they had seen it, they made known abroad the say-
ing which was told them concerning this child . And all they
that heard it wondered at those things which were tol d
them by the shepherds ." (vss . 17,18) The shepherds' desir e
to tell as many as they could about the good news whic h
had been given to them was natural and praiseworthy . We
should have the same desire today . At this time the LORD' S
people are privileged to understand the divine plan more
fully than did the shepherds . The good tidings of the birth of
Jesus, and all that it means in connection with the divine
plan as a whole, should impel us to do all we can to tel l
out this message far and wide, and by every means at ou r
disposal .

NOT YET THE MESSIAH
The birth of Jesus was truly important as an advance ste p

in the plan of God, but actually as a babe he was not th e
Messiah . The word messiah means `anointed', or `the anointe d
one' . The significance of the word derives from the custom i n
Israel of anointing kings and priests to office with specia l
anointing oil . It pointed forward to the anointing of the Hol y
Spirit which came upon Jesus at the time of his baptism ,
and upon the church at Pentecost .

At the time of Jesus ' baptism he heard his Heavenl y
Father speaking to him from heaven, saying, "Thou art m y
beloved Son ; in thee I am well pleased ." (Luke 3 :22) Jesus'
birth was announced by the angels, but as a baby he woul d
not know about or appreciate this . At the age of twelve h e
was found in the Temple with doctors of the Law, endeavor-
ing to learn what he could about his mission . But not unti l
he, at Jordan, dedicated himself to the doing of his Father' s
will, did he receive the blessed assurance of his sonship, and



Now, as the Messiah of promise, he entered into the public
phase of his ministry .

This was thirty years after Jesus' birth . Perhaps the shepherds
to whom his birth had been announced had passed away . Cer-
tainly many to whom they had conveyed the good news ha d
died. Whatever the reason, the fact is that no mention is
made of the angelic announcement after Jesus began hi s
ministry . It could well be that the LORD wanted to empha-
size that the ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus are
the important considerations . True, Jesus' birth was neces-
sary as the means to an end, but the LORD does not want
us particularly to adore the babe Jesus, but to take up ou r
cross and follow the anointed Jesus in his steps of suffering
and death .

GOD'S GIFT
The promises pertaining to the coming of the Messiah

emphasized that he would be one sent by God. This thought
is carried over into the New Testament, and in John 3 :16
Jesus is referred to as God's gift . "God so loved the world, "
we read, "that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life ." Paul speaks of Jesus as God's "unspeakable gift . "
(II Cor . 9:15) Words are wholly inadequate to describe thi s
gracious and costly gift which our Heavenly Father mad e
to us, and to the whole world of mankind .

And since the first evidence of this gift was manifested in
the birth of Jesus, it is appropriate that this feature of th e
divine plan should beget in us the desire unselfishly to giv e
for the blessing of others . First of all, when we come to know
of God's great gift of love for us, we should willingly give
our all to him . He had invited us to give him our hearts ,
and when we respond to this invitation, it means that every-
thing which we have and are is really surrendered to him, wit h
the understanding that he can use it in whatever way may
be pleasing to him . This is consecration . This is presenting ou r
bodies a living sacrifice as mentioned by the Apostle Paul



A SAVIOR
When the angel announced to the shepherds that the Mes-

siah was born he referred to him as the `Savior' . To the
shepherds this possibly meant no more than being saved from
the Roman yoke of. bondage under which the nation of Is-
rael was living at the time . But to us it means much more .
It means that through his death as man's Redeemer, Jesu s
would provide an opportunity of salvation from death for al l
mankind . The Heavenly Father knew that in giving his So n
for the salvation of mankind it meant giving him up to suffe r
and to die . What a costly gift this was, and if we are to emu -
late the Father's love in giving we must be willing to suffe r
and to die even as Jesus did .

After the one angel announced the birth of Jesus, "sud-
denly there was . . . a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-
ing God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and o n
earth peace, good will toward men ." (Luke 2 :13,14) Sure-
ly all who love the LORD, and rejoice in his great plan of sal-
vation, will likewise give glory to God, and praise him fo r
the gift of his Son .

We know that the birth of Jesus will yet lead to peac e
on earth . True, nearly two thousand years have passed sinc e
this glory song of the angels was heard, and still there is no
peace on earth . But this does not mean that the divine pla n
has failed . It simply means that a further preparatory fea-
ture of God's great plan has been in the course of develop-
ment, which is the calling out from the world of those who ar e
invited to follow in the footsteps of Jesus—suffering and dyin g
with him that they might live and reign with him . There is
every reason now to believe that this work is about complete ,
which means that soon Messiah's kingdom will bring peace t o
the nations, and that Jesus will be recognized by the peopl e
of all nations as truly the Prince of Peace .

Jesus will also then serve as peacemaker between Go d
and the estranged human race . After all, there can be n o
lasting peace between the nations unless the people are a t
peace with God . Our first parents decided to take a course



tence of death . By heredity their entire progeny has bee n
born in sin and misshapen in iniquity . The whole unbeliev-
ing world is thus alienated from God, and under condem-
nation to death . Jesus gave himself in death as a substitute fo r
Adam and his race, and this opens the way for a return from
death, and a reinstatement of the human race into the favor
of God . This glorious provision will become effective dur-
ing the thousand years of the Messianic Kingdom through
the arrangement of the New Covenant promised in Jere-
miah 31 :31-34 .

It will be then that Jesus will be the everlasting Father, th e
father, that is, who will give everlasting life to all those who ,
through belief and obedience, prove worthy of it . And how
glorious is this prospect! It will mean the end of sickness an d
pain and death . How true was the angel's announcement
that the son born to Mary would be the Savior! As we con -
template the birth of Jesus, we should not overlook this glor-
ious outcome of the divine plan of salvation .

"GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN "
In the glory song of the angels they used the expression ,

'good will toward men' . Many who do not know the pla n
of God for human salvation think of this as meaning goodwill
'among ' men . This viewpoint places a great strain upon thei r
faith because they know that there has been no more good -
will among men since Jesus was born than there was before .
They have thought that God wanted them to convert the
world to Christ and his teachings and thus bring about a stat e
of goodwill among men. We rejoice to realize that in God's
due time, which will be during the thousand years of the Mes -
sianic Kingdom, the world will be converted . Then the LORD's
Spirit will be poured out upon all flesh, and under its en -
lightening influence the people will be led away from self-
ishness, and will learn to love and serve one another .

An incorrect understanding of this text is revealed in othe r
translations . The Revised version reads, "peace among men
in whom he is well pleased ." Others render it "peace among
men of good will ." But there is no basis in the Greek text for



angelic message with what the translators, in their limite d
understanding of God's plan, suppose the angels meant .

But how beautiful is the text when taken as it properl y
reads in our common Version Translation . It is goodwill "to -
ward" men, and the reference is to God's goodwill as it was
even then being expressed through the birth of his Son
whom he had sent into the world to be the Redeemer an d
Savior of mankind . God's goodwill was thus expressed towar d
men because he loved them. Even though the human race
was alienated from God through wicked works, he still love d
the people—loved them so much that he gave his Son t o
serve as Redeemer and Mediator to restore them to life an d
to harmony with him .

Jesus' death and resurrection were further evidences o f
God's goodwill toward men . The selection of the little flock
—Jesus' footstep followers—to share in the kingdom rul e
with Jesus is also an evidence of God's goodwill toward the
Adamic race . The return of Christ to establish his kingdo m
also manifests God's goodwill toward the people . Indeed,
God's goodwill is expressed in every detail of his loving pla n
for the blessing of all the families of the earth . In view o f
this, how appropriate that we join with the angels in sing-
ing, "Glory to God in the highest" !

It was a marvelous experience for the shepherds to b e
told by angels that the great one whom the God of Israel
had been promising for so long had at last been born . It i s
even more wonderful to be living now, and to have the assur-
ance that Christ's second visit to earth is a reality ; that he
is now present, preparing to establish his kingdom throug h
which peace and health and life will be assured to all people .

To the unbelieving world it seems incredible that we are
living at the threshold of such a `Golden Age' of peace, se-
curity, health, and life. Probably many disbelieved the report
of the shepherds concerning the birth of the Messiah, and th e
people for the most part will ignore our message today . But i t
is our privilege to proclaim the good tidings, and in doin g
so, to show our joy and enthusiasm for the message of the



angels to the shepherds in Bethlehem nearly two thousan d
years ago .

May this glorious message never become commonplac e
in our lives!

	

n

Notice to Dawn Subscribers

BEGINNING JANUARY 1ST, 1995, the an-
nual subscription price for The Dawn magazine
will be increased to $3 .00 . The new rate fo r

first-class mail subscriptions will be $10.00 .

This is the first general increase since The

Dawn's inception in 1932 . We regretfully make
this change, but it is necessitated by rising pro-
duction and mailing costs .

This increased price will pertain to new sub-
scriptions and renewals which begin after th e
first of the year .

Adjustment increases will not be made to
any existing long-term subscriptions before their
expiration dates .



INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIE S
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 4

PREPARE FOR A NEW LIF E
KEY VERSE : "I indeed baptize you with water unto repen-
tance : but he that corneth after me is mightier than I, whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Spirit, and with fire ."—Matthew 3:1 1

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Matthew 3:1-15

J
OHN THE BAPTIST, the last of
the prophets, preaching i n

the wilderness of Judaea, said ,
"Repent ye : for the kingdom o f
heaven is at hand . For this i s
he that was spoken of by th e
Prophet Esaias, saying, The voic e
of one crying in the wilderness ,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord ,
make his paths straight ." (Matt .
3:2) Wlson's Emphatic Diag/ott

translates this verse, "Reform !
because the Royal Majesty o f
the Heavens has approached .
For this is he of whom Isaiah
the prophet spoke ." This trans-
lation clearly shows that th e
King James Version, reading :
"the kingdom of heaven," refers
to our Lord Jesus, and allude s
to the sacrificial work he per-
formed when laying down his
perfect human life "a ransom
for all" as the man Christ Jesus ,
to the ultimate benefit of all th e
world of fallen man .

John led a very simple, primi-
tive lifestyle in the wilderness,

attired merely with a camel' s
hair girdle about his loins . Jesus '
cousin John was six month s
older than Jesus, and hence be-
gan his ministry that muc h
sooner. The people were in ex-
pectation of the Messiah, and
all "mused in their hearts o f
John, whether he were the Christ
or not ."—Luke 3 :1 5

Israel had been waiting cen-
turies for God to send thei r
promised king with its accom-
panying exaltation of the natio n
to power—a blessing whic h
would finally extend to all th e
families of the earth . The fulfill-
ment of John's mission was
divinely directed, coming at ex-
actly the right time to introduc e
Jesus to the Jewish nation . I t
is little wonder that so strikin g
a figure as John the Baptist
made such a penetrating impres-
sion when he announced that
the Royal Majesty of heave n
was present, and God's king-
dom was soon to be estab-



lished, and that he [John] ha d
been sent as an advance mes-
senger to proclaim it and t o
prepare his people, the Is-
raelites .

Those who accepted John' s
teachings were required to man-
ifest their sincerity of heart by
immersion in water as a sym-
bol of their turning away fro m
sin and returning to full cove-
nant relationship with God . As
John expressed the idea, "Brin g
forth therefore fruits meet fo r
repentance ."—vs . 8

The movement grew in pop-
ularity, and the people came t o
him from "Jerusalem, all Ju-
daea, and all the region roun d
about Jordan, and were bap-
tized of him in Jordan, confess-
ing their sins ." (vss . 5,6) Man y
Pharisees and Saducees, how -
ever, were among hypocrites
responding to this message .
These he warned to flee from
God's wrath, saying, "He tha t
cometh after me, . . . whose fa n
is in his hand, . . . will thoroughl y
purge his floor, and gather hi s
wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire ." (vss . 7-12) John
here intimated that a great day o f
wrath was soon to swallow up
that nation and scatter th e
people among all the nations.

John realized that his bap-
tism was a preparatory work
for the Jews only—a mission
of repentance to restore sin-

ners to harmony with God' s
arrangement with Israel under
the Law. Since it is only the
blood of Jesus that can take
away sin, John's baptism wa s
for repentance unto remission
of sins for those "Israelites in -
deed" (John 1 :47) who received
the Messiah at his First Advent .
John knew that Jesus woul d
have the power to immerse the
faithful of Israel in the Hol y
Spirit, and the unfaithful with a
baptism of fire of trouble . (vss .
11,12) John likened the minis -
try of Christ to the Jews as that
of a reaper, who, with a win-
nowing fan, would separate
the true wheat from the chaff ,
gathering the wheat to the
garner of the Gospel Age a t
Pentecost. The LORD would no t
help them out of this trouble ,
which would utterly destro y
their national polity .

Jesus said, "Behold, I sen d
my messenger before thy face ,
which shall prepare thy way be-
fore thee." (Matt . 11 :10,11 )
Jesus applied the words of
Malachi 3 :1 to John the Baptist
and himself . Then he added, " I
say unto you, Among them tha t
are born of women there hat h
not risen a greater than Joh n
the Baptist ." Jesus expresse d
his high personal regard fo r
John in recognition of the dis-
tinguished honor God be -
stowed upon him as his mes-
senger to prepare the way of
the Messiah .
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 1 1

HOLD ON TO YOUR FAIT H
KEY VERSE : "This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I
send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare th y
way before thee . "—Matthew 11 :10

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Matthew 11 :2-15; Luke 7:24-30

J
OHN THE BAPTIST had be-

gun his preaching as a
herald of Jesus—the Messianic
hope—with the words, "Pre-
pare ye the way of the Lord ,
make his paths straight . "
(Matt . 3:3) "Herod Antipas o f
Galilee had given orders t o
have John arrested and put i n
prison. He did this because of
Herodias, his brother Philip' s
wife whom he had married . For
John had been saying plainly t o
Herod, 'It is not lawful for yo u
to have your brother's wife' ."—
Mark 6 :17,18, New Internation-
a/ Version

As a result, Herodias "had a
quarrel (Margin, 'an inward
grudge') against him, and
would have killed him: but she
could not ." When this was not
possible, she had John com-
mitted to prison, at the very
time that our Lord departe d
into Galilee to start his minis-
try . (Matt . 4 :12) What a sever e
test of John's faith, for he ha d
fervently proclaimed Jesus a s
the Messiah, the one who wa s
to come to establish the king-
dom of God . Surely, in dili-

gently carrying out God's com-
mand to introduce Jesus, he
had expected as one of th e
faithful to play an active role i n
that kingdom. John wondered
why, if Jesus was truly th e
promised Messiah, he woul d
permit him to be arrested and
held in prison . Meanwhile, when
John heard what Christ wa s
doing in his ministry, he, "call-
ing unto him two of his disci-
ples sent them to Jesus,
saying, Art thou he that shoul d
come? or look we for anoth-
er?" Jesus did not answer di-
rectly, but "in that same hour
he cured many of their infir-
mities . . . . Then Jesus answ-
ering, said unto them, Go your
way, and tell John what thing s
ye have seen and heard ; how
that the blind see, the lam e
walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead ar e
raised, to the poor the Gospe l
is preached . And blessed is he,
whosoever shall not be of -
fended in me ." (Luke 7 :20-23 )
John's disciples could then re -
port not only on the message
Jesus was oreachina, but also



describe the miraculous works
they had personally seen Jesus
perform to reassure John that
Jesus was indeed the Messiah .

Many of those who had bee n
attracted to John's ministry in
the wilderness were offended
and stumbled by this odd ,
though humble, person. Clothe d
in raiment of camel's hair, wear-
ing a leather girdle about his
body, obviously poor, leading a
primitive existence, and a some -
what bizarre and lonely lif e
style, surely John did not fit
the picture of one chosen to
announce the arrival of the great
leader of the nation of Israel .
So, after John's disciples de -
parted, Jesus began to spea k
unto the people concernin g
John. He asked, "What went ye
out into the wilderness for t o
see? . . . A prophet? Yea, I say
unto you, and much more tha n
a prophet . This is he, of who m
it is written, Behold, I send m y
messenger before thy face ,
which shall prepare thy wa y
before thee . For I say unto
you, Among those that are
born of women there is not a
greater prophet than John the
Baptist : but he that is least i n
the kingdom of God is greate r
than he . And all the people tha t
heard him, and the publicans ,
justified God, being baptized
with the baptism of John. Bu t
the Pharisees and lawyers re-
jected the counsel of Go d
aaainst themselves . beina not

baptized of him."—Luke 7 :24-
30

Later, when Jesus had com e
into the Temple, he related a
parable for the benefit of the
chief priests and elders of the
people who, even yet, had no t
repented of their blinded hard
hearts and stiff-necked charac-
ters . Jesus said to them, "Hav e
you never read in the Scriptures :
'The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone ; the
LORD has done this, and it i s
marvelous in our eyes'? There-
fore I tell you that the kingdo m
of God will be taken away fro m
you and given to a people who
will produce its fruit . He who
falls on this stone will be bro-
ken to pieces, but he on who m
it falls will be crushed.' When
the chief priests and the Phari-
sees heard Jesus' parable, they
knew he was talking abou t
them."—Matt . 21 :42-45, N/ V

As Jesus observed later,
even the faith of his own disci-
ples had failed them, for th e
Law of Moses, the prophet s
and the psalms wrote concern-
ing him, but they were slow o f
heart to believe all that they
read therein . (Luke 24:25,44 )
The lesson for us is that w e
pray that our faith fail not . Let
us each study to show our-
selves "approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividin g
the Word of truth ."—II Tim .
2:15
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 1 8

EMMANUEL
KEY VERSE: "Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shal l
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel;
which being interpreted is, God with us . "—Matthew 1 :23

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1 :18-25

CENTURIES AGO, GOD made
a promise to Abraha m

saying, "In . thy seed shall al l
the families of the earth b e
blessed ." (Gen . 22 :18) Sinc e
then, every mother among th e
Israelites has had her heart set
on the birth of a son, hopefu l
that she might be the mothe r
of this promised child, the one
who was to be the Messiah ,
the seed of Abraham .

Mary was engaged to Josep h
to be married, but before th e
marriage occurred, the angel ,
Gabriel, appeared to Mary and
said, "Fear not, Mary ; for tho u
hast found favour with God.
And, behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and brin g
forth a son, and shalt call hi s
name JESUS . . . . He shall b e
called the Son of God ."—Luke
1 :30-32,3 5

The name Jesus has the
same meaning as Joshua in th e
Hebrew language, and in th e
New Testament, appropriately, it
means Savior, signifying, 'to

Mary was found to be with
child of the Holy Spirit, whic h
was surely a great trial to them ,
since this was not the child o f
Joseph. But being a kind and
loving man he was not willin g
that she should be exposed to
public shame . While Josep h
"thought on these things," prov-
idence interposed, sending th e
angel of the LORD "unto him i n
a dream, saying, Joseph, tho u
son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife ; for
that which is conceived in her
is of the Holy [Spirit] . . . . Now
all this was done, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoke n
of the LORD by the prophet, say-
ing, Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring fort h
a son . . . . Then Joseph, bein g
raised from sleep did as th e
angel of the LORD had bidde n
him, and took unto him hi s
wife."—Matt . 1 :20-25 ; Isa . 7 :1 4

The angel put Joseph i n
mind of his relationship to David ,
perhaps to prepare him for th e
fact that Mary was to be the



ferent than any other—sh e
would be the mother of th e
Messiah . Jesus was the prom-
ised heir of David, not begot -
ten of an earthly father, but by
the Holy Spirit of God . The
Bible is clear that this chil d
was specially begotten by di -
vine power in the mother ,
while she was still a virgin .

Before Jesus became flesh ,
he had a heavenly existence . I n
John 8 :58 we read, "Before
Abraham was, I am." Again, i n
one of his prayers he said ,
"Father, glorify thou me with
the glory which I had with the e
before the world was ." (John
17 :5) John the Revelator iden-
tifies Jesus as "the beginnin g
of the Creation of God." (Rev ,
3 :14) And Paul tells us that a s
an active agent of the Father ,
"by him were all things created . "

Jesus is spoken of as 'hav-
ing been rich, but for our sake s
becoming poor', that through
his poverty we might be mad e
rich . (II Cor . 8 :9) He voluntaril y
left the glory which he had i n
heaven, to take the human na-
ture because it was necessary
that a perfect man become th e
Redeemer . The divine law is 'a n
eye for an eye; a tooth for a
tooth; a man's life for a man' s
life' . (See Exodus 21 :22,23 . )
Adam's perfect human life, a s
well as all his then unbor n
descendants, having been con-
demned to death because o f
his disobedience to God's law,

would require a perfect huma n
life to redeem all . It was there -
fore necessary that Jesu s
should become the 'man'
Christ Jesus, in order "that he ,
by the grace of God should taste
death for every man ." Th e
Apostle Paul tells of Jesus '
resulting faithfulness, "And
being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, an d
became obedient unto death ,
even the death of the cross ."
(Phil . 2:8) For one who wa s
perfect—holy, harmless, unde-
filed,, and separate from sin-
ners, such an ignominious death
must have brought on deep sor -
row. Having laid down his lif e
on the cross at the end of three
and one-half years, he cried, "I t
is finished ." (John 19 :30) These
words refer only to his work o f
laying down his life as a ran-
som for the world of mankind .

After Jesus' death came hi s
resurrection, when God highl y
exalted him, giving "him a name
which is above every name : that
at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heav-
en, and things in earth, and
things under the earth ; and that
every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father ." (Phil . 2 :9 -
1 1) Jesus' words in reply to
Pilate's question, "Art thou a
king then?" were : "To this end
was I born, and for this caus e
came I into the world ."—John
18 :37
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 2 5

GOD'S GREAT GIF T
KEY VERSE : "When they were come into the house, the y
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down ,
and worshipped him : and when they had opened thei r
treasures, they presented unto him gifts ; gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh . "—Matthew 2:1 1

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Matthew 2:1-12

N
EARLY TWENTY CEN -

TURIES have passed since
the events of today's lesson .
Israel, instead of being exalte d
as Messiah's Kingdom, has seen
utter destruction, and its peopl e
scattered throughout the earth ,
until in just recent years we hav e
seen the beginning of the prom-
ised return of the Jews to thei r
homeland .

Our lesson relates to th e
"wise men" (vs . 7) of the east ,
traditionally three in number ,
and their seeing a wonderfu l
star—which, as astrologers ,
they recognized to foretell a
major event, the birth of a
great king . They arrived in Jeru-
salem and began to inquire re-
specting the newly born Jewish
king . The news soon spread ,
and the holy city was in a com-
motion because according t o
the prophets the Messiah —
who had been promised fo r
centuries—was due to appea r
about that time .

We read, in Luke 3 :15, "Al l
man warn in exnentatinn of

him." The news finally reached
the royal palace, and King Hero d
himself . When he heard abou t
this he was alarmed, jealous o f
anyone who might in any mea-
sure share the royal honor, an d
thus detract from his own im-
portance . Beyond that, he ma y
have felt that no other powe r
should conflict with Caesar' s
authority .

Herod, therefore, sent for th e
wise men and, feigning a deep
interest in their quest, inquired
how they knew about Israel' s
Messiah, and where they wer e
going to look for the newbor n
baby . They replied that they ha d
seen his star in the east . Herod
then called the learned men of
the Law to inquire where th e
prophets had foretold that th e
Messiah should be born . The
prophecies were searched, and
it was learned that the humbl e
city of Bethlehem would be the
honored place of our Savior' s
birth .—vss . 1-6

The Prophet Micah had writ-
ten "Thnu. Bethlehem Enh-



ratah, . . . out of thee shall h e
come forth unto me that is to b e
ruler in Israel ." (Mic . 5 :2) Herod
then sent the wise men "t o
Bethlehem, and said, Go an d
search diligently for the young
child ; and when ye have found
him, bring me word again, that I
may come and worship hi m
also ." (vs . 8) The wise men de -
parted, fully intending to retur n
to tell him where the baby could
be found, not knowing the evi l
design in Herod's mind to de-
stroy the child .

The wise men departed, an d
"Lo, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them ,
till it came and stood ove r
where the young child was . . .
. When they were come into
the house, they saw the young
child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him :
and when they had opened thei r
treasures, they presented unto
him gifts ; gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh ."—vss . 9-1 1

The crafty Herod had ex -
pressed his desire to worshi p
the Heaven-appointed king, bu t
really had every intention of des-
troying him . He attempted to d o
this by slaughtering all the in-
nocent children in Bethlehe m
and its vicinity from two years
old and under. (vs . 16) Bu t
how foolish was his endeavo r
to thwart the Almighty! Being
warned of God in a dream that
they should not return to Herod ,
the wise men de parted into

their own country anothe r
way. And Joseph, also warned
in a dream, took Jesus and Mary
into Egypt where they lived unti l
after the death of Herod.

The wise men who brought
the Christ Child both worshi p
and gifts, perhaps symbolize d
the fact that those who hav e
ever since sought the divinely-
appointed king, are truly wise —
those who bring to him the in-
cense of their devotion, and,
as gifts, all their talents an d
powers. Such lay their very live s
at the Savior's feet, the Apostle
Paul explains, as "living sacri-
fices, holy and acceptable to
God."—Rom. 12 : 1

Although the Jews refused
him as their Messiah, and then
crucified him (John 1 :11), Je-
sus is yet to be King of the Jews
—yes, King of the world! We ,
by faith, hail him as King, even
before the establishment of his
kingdom, and gladly submit our-
selves to him, pledging our live s
in the service of his cause o f
righteousness and truth . When
we pray, "Thy kingdom come, "
we express our confidence that
God's will shall indeed be don e
on earth as it is done in heav-
en, and that the Messiani c
reign will overthrow all evil an d
establish righteousness among
men on the same permanent
basis as prevails in heaven .
"Thanks be unto God for hi s
unspeakable gift . "—II Cor .
9 :15
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E
THE SEED SERIES, PART 9

ISRAEL

AND THE
PROMISED LAND

"Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel ,

Thy servants, to whom Thou swarest by Thin e

own self, and saidst unto them, I [Jehovah]

will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven;

and all this land that I have spoken of will I giv e

unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever . "

—Exodus 32:13

OUR TEXT IS a prayer by Moses for the preservation o f
the children of Israel, and the fulfillment of God' s

promise to their fathers to give them the land of Canaan .
There is a revealing background to this prayer . While Mos-
es was upon Mount Sinai receiving the Law from God, th e
Israelites, under the temporary leadership of Aaron, ha d
set up a golden calf to worship, and were indulging in oth-
er gross sins .

Then " the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down ;
for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land o f
Egypt, have corrupted themselves ." To this the LORD add-
ed, "I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiffnecke d
people . Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wa x
hot against them, and that I may consume them ; and I will
make of thee a great nation "—Exodl 32 .7 .9 .10



Moses' prayer was, in effect, a request for the LORD to
reconsider his decision to destroy the Israelites as a people ,
reminding him of his promise to the fathers concerning th e
land . The LORD respected the wishes of Moses, and the Is-
raelites were not destroyed . After forty years of wanderin g
in the wilderness they did enter into the Promised Land ,
although, because of their disobedience, they later los t
possession of it .

Moses foretold this loss of the land . We quote, "I call
heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that y e
shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye g o
over Jordan to possess it ; ye shall not prolong your day s
upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed . And the LORD shall
scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in
number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lea d
you ."—Deut . 4 :26,27

Continuing this prophecy, Moses said to the Israelites ,
"When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are com e
upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LOR D
thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice ; (for the LOR D
thy God is a merciful God,) he will not forsake thee, neithe r
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which
he sware unto them ."—vss . 30,3 1

Here is a prophecy embracing more than three thousan d
years of time, which, in the light of history, is seen to b e
remarkably accurate . The Israelites were uprooted from thei r
land for seventy years during the Babylonian captivity, an d
again when the nation was destroyed by Titus, and th e
people scattered . This was a scattering among many nations ,
and as Moses indicated in his prophecy, it was to continu e
until the `latter days' . Moses projects the prophetic pictur e
slightly beyond the present, to a time when the LORD's ful l
blessing will be showered upon the Israelites in response t o
their turning to him, and seeking him with all their heart an d
all their soul. The LORD's returning favor upon his people
will be based upon his mercy, Moses explains, and becaus e
he will not forget the covenant which he made with their



Moses' prophecy pertains, not to the faithful remnant of
Israelites in each generation of that typical people, but t o
the many who failed to qualify for the special rewards which
faithfulness and obedience would bring to those who received
the testimony that they pleased God . The climax of unfaith-
fulness on the part of Israel as a whole came at the time o f
Jesus' First Advent . It was their rejection of him as their Mes-
siah that led to their scattering among the nations .

THE 'ELECTION '
In the 11th chapter of Romans, Paul makes some enlighten -

ing observations as to just what happened at that time, an d
what God proposes to do about it . First he asks the ques-
tion, "Rath God cast away his people?" Answering this, Pau l
says, "God forbid . For I also am an Israelite, of the seed o f
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin . God hath not cast away
his people which he foreknew . Wot ye not what the scrip-
ture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to Go d
against Israel, saying, LORD, they have killed thy prophets ,
and digged down thine altars ; and I am left alone, an d
they seek my life . But what saith the answer of God unt o
him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, wh o
have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal . Even so then
at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace . . . . What then? Israel [as a nation] hat h
not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election [tha t
is, the elect remnant of faithful ones within the nation] hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded [Margin, 'hardened] . "
—Rom . 11 :1-7

Paul explains that all those not of the 'election', or elec t
class, were, as branches, broken off from an olive tree, an d
that believing Gentiles were being grafted into the tree t o
take the places of the unbelieving Israelites . Later in the
chapter Paul explains that these cast-off branches, or un-
believing Israelites, will have mercy shown toward them, an d
that "all Israel" shall be saved .—vs . 26

Actually the whole nation of Israel were an elect people ,
specially chosen of the LOJ D . Moses said to those of his



God : the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special
people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face
of the earth . The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor
choose you, because ye were more in number than an y
people; for ye were the fewest of all people ; but because
the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oat h
which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LOR D
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you ou t
of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king o f
Egypt . —Deut . 7 :6-8

It is this general `election', or choosing of the people o f
Israel, that Paul referred to when he wrote, "As concerning
the Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes : but as touchin g
the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes . For the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance ." (Rom .
11 :28,29) Yes, `for the fathers' sakes'—through whom al l
Israel became God's chosen people-he has made provision
to bless even the unbelieving among them—not, however ,
in their unbelief, but when their sin of unbelief is removed .

And God has made a wonderful provision for taking awa y
the sin of his unbelieving people . It is the provision of th e
New Covenant foretold in Jeremiah 31 :31-34. Jesus will be
the Mediator of this New Covenant, and associated with hi m
will be the elect spiritual Israelites called during the Gospe l
Age . Together these are referred to as the "Deliverer," an d
Paul wrote, "There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob [Israel] : for this is my
covenant unto them [the New Covenant], when I shall tak e
away their sins ."—Rom . 11 : 26,27

A glance at the promise of the New Covenant reveals ho w
far-reaching it will be in removing the sins of those who ar e
brought into relationship with the LORD under its terms .
The LORD said, "I will put my law in their inward parts ,
and write it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people . And they shall teach no more every
man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD : for they shall all know me, from the least of the m
'm+n tho nroatoc4 of Sham caith +ha T nRn. fnr I will fnrniuo



their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more ."—Jer .
31 :33,34

This is God 's provision for unbelieving Israelites . It is a
provision of his mercy extended through Jesus their Re-
deemer from sin, and the Redeemer of all mankind . Pau l
further wrote concerning the Israelites, "God hath con-
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upo n
all ." (Rom. 11 :32) No wonder Paul observed, -"O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past findin g
out!"—vs . 33

Nor is God's provision for the Israelite's, who failed to ob-
tain a good report through faith, limited to those of any one
generation. This provision of mercy is on behalf of the way-
ward and unbelieving of every generatiOn . Paul explains
how. He said "What shall the receiving of them be, but lif e
from the dead?" (Rom . 11 :15) Again we are reminded o f
the importance of the resurrection in the outworking of th e
divine plan for Israel and for the world . For the Israelites i t
means that God's mercy will be operative on behalf of thos e
who killed the prophets, and stoned them that were sent t o
them . (Matt . 23 :37) In the resurrection; God's mercy will
also be extended toward those who rejected Jesus, and later
persecuted his apostles and others in the Early Church . "God
hath conduded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy
upon all ."—Rom . 11 :32

THE LATTER DAY S
In Moses' prophecy already quoted, we learn that the

turning point in Israel's relationship to the LORD was due to
take place in the "latter days ." (Deut . 4 :30,31) But to ob-
tain his blessings it will be necessary for them to `turn to th e
LORD', and `be obedient unto his voice' . It will be in re-
sponse to this turning to the LORD in repentance, faith ,
and obedience that his mercy will be extended to them .
"The LORD thy God is a merciful God," wrote Moses, an d
"he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forge t
the covenant of thy fathers, which he sware unto them ."
Paul might well have had this prophecy in mind when he



explained that "all Israel shall be saved," and that God wil l
extend his mercy to this people for "the fathers' sakes ." —
Rom . 11 :26-28

But with the approach of the `latter days' in the divin e
plan, the. people of Israel, to whom these wonderful prom-
ises have been made, were still scattered among the nations ,
and the first step in preparation for extending divine mercy
to them was .their restoration ' to the Promised Land . There
are many prophecies which forecast this outstanding devel-
opment in the plan of God. One of . these is recorded in chap -
ters 36-39 of the Book of Ezekiel, beginning particularly wit h
verse 24 of the 36th chapter . This verse contains the basic
promise : "I will take you from among the heathen [Gentiles] ,
and gather you out of all countries, 'and will bring you into
your own land . "

In order to `rightly divide the Word of truth', it is impor-
tant to note that the Israelites here'addressed are not thos e
who obtained a good report through faith, but the measurab -
ly unfaithful of the nation . The context reveals this . Turn-
ing back in the chapter to find the identity of those to who m
the promise is made, we read: "The word of the LORD came
unto me, saying, Son of man, when the house of Israel dwel t
in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by thei r
doings : their way was before me as the uncleanness of a re -
moved woman . Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for
the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their
idols wherewith they had polluted it : and I scattered them
among the heathen, and they were dispersed through[out ]
the countries : according to their way and according to their
doings I judged them."—vss . 16-19

Nqr was the conduct of this people any more praisewor-
thy after they had been driven out of their own land . Con-
cerning this the LORD explained, "When they entered unt o
the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my hol y
name, when they said to them, These are the people of the
LORD, and are gone forth out of his land . But I had pity for
mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned



Then follows the LORD'S explanation of his motive in re -
storing his people to their own land . We quote, "Therefore
say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God; I
do not this for your sakes, 0 house of Israel, but for min e
holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the hea-
then whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great name ,
which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have pro-
faned in the midst of them ; and the heathen shall know that
I am the LORD, saith the LORD God, when I shall be sancti-
fied in you before their [Margin, `your'] eyes ."—vss . 22,2 3

The LORD then promised to restore his people to their ow n
land, and added, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and from al l
your idols, will I cleanse you . A new heart also will I give you ,
and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart
of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause yo u
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, an d
do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers ; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God . "
—vss. 25-28

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES
The remainder of chapter 36 is largely a reemphasis o f

what the LORD had already commissioned Ezekiel to say t o
the house of Israel, and a further assurance that he woul d
restore them to their own land, and that this land would be-
come " like the Garden of Eden ." (vs . 35) Then, in.chapter
37, Ezekiel records what he saw in a marvelous vision which
the LORD gave to him . This was the vision in which the prophe t
saw a valley of dry bones, with the explanation that "these
bones are the whole house of Israel ."—vs . 1 1

Ezekiel hears the whole house of Israel say, "Our bones
are dried, and our hope is lost ; we are cut off from our parts . "
Then Ezekiel was authorized to say to the house of Israel :
"Thus saith the LORD God, Behold, 0 my people, I .will ope n
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves ,
and bring you into the land of Israel . And ye shall know tha t
I am the LORD. when I have opened uour craves . 0 mu



people, and brought you up out of your graves, and shall
put my spirit in you, and ye shall live ; and I shall place yo u
in your own land : then shall ye know that I the LORD hav e
spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD . "—vss . 12-14

This is not a promise of the resurrection of the dead, bu t
an assurance that the Israelites were to be gathered fro m
the lands wherein they were scattered, and that God's spirit
would be poured out upon them . Earlier in the chapter ,
Ezekiel describes the progressive steps in this work of res-
toration, as he saw it portrayed in the vision . The bones come
together, flesh appears on the bones, and finally the breath
is given . (vss . 1-8) The LORD said to Ezekiel, "Prophesy unto
the wind [Margin, `breath], prophesy, son of man, and sa y
to the wind, Thus saith the LORD God, Come from the fou r
winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they ma y
live ."—vs . 9

NOW THE DUE TIM E
Many prophecies reveal that we are now living in th e

beginning of the ` latter days ' foretold by Moses when the
Israelites would be restored to the Promised Land . Undoubt-
edly this is the true significance of what we have seen takin g
place in Israel during this generation . There have been var-
ious progressive steps in the occupation of the land by the
Israelites, and these continue ; most notable, of course, th e
formation of the country of Israel in 1948 . However, the
symbolic `four winds' have not yet blown upon them, so ,
they have not yet been given the LORD's Spirit, and from the
LORD's standpoint, do not yet have life .

Indeed, as yet, the Israelites possess only part of the
Promised Land . We do not yet see the prophecies of thei r
restoration to the land completely fulfilled, but we do see
the beginning of their fulfillment . This means that we are
living in a momentous period of the divine plan . It is a time
when, before our eyes, we see the beginning events which
are leading into the establishment of the kingdom of Christ .

While the 37th chapter of Ezekiel does not directly proph-
esy the resurrection of the dead, it is true, nevertheless, tha t
the receiving of Israel into divine favor calls for the resur-



rection, for so many generations of Israelites have falle n
asleep in death. Following the death of Solomon, the na-
tion of Israel was divided into two kingdoms known as Is-
rael and Judah . Verse 22 assures us that this division wil l
be healed, implying that those who lived in that ancient tim e
are to be awakened from death to participate in the bless-
ings of that new kingdom to be ruled over by the antitypi-
cal David, even Jesus. (vs . 24) How far-reaching is the mercy
and love of God !

INTERVENING EVENT S
Chapters 38 and 39 present prophecies of certain events

related to Israel which must intervene prior to the establish-
ment of the kingdom, and prior to the time when .their sin s
will be removed and they receive the Spirit of the LORD, and
hearts of flesh are given unto them . Briefly, chapteY 38 depicts
an attack which will be mounted against Israel by forces ou t
of the "north," under the leadership of one named "Gog, "
from the land of "Magog ." This, then, is definitely a devel-
opment of the future, and it is not wise to speculate as t o
the details .

However, the . final result of this aggressive attack against
the Israelites is clearly indicated . Ezekiel points out that i t
will be then that the LORD will manifest his hand in protect-
ing and delivering his people by the destruction of their ene-
mies . The LORD says, "I will plead against him [Gog] wit h
pestilence and, with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upo n
his bands, and upon. the many people that .are with him, an
overflowing 'rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone .
Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself ; and I wil l
be known in the eyes of many nations ; and they shall know
that I am the LORD."—vss . 22,2 3

It is evident, we think, that when the eyes of the nation s
are opened to realize that the great God of the universe ,
the Creator of heaven and earth, has intervened on behal f
of Israel, and against themselves, they will realize the futility
of continuing their opposition . It would seem that from this
point onward, Christ will be directing the affairs of the world ,
through the various kingdom personnel previously proved



worthy of this high position of trust . There will be his own
footstep followers who, together with him, will be the invis-
ible rulers ; and these will function through their human repre -
sentatives, the ancient faithful ones, who will be "princes in
all the earth ." (Ps. 45:16) The bringing forth of these in the
"better resurrection" will, in itself, be a marvelous demon-
stration of divine power .—Heb . 11 :35,39,40

The Israelites themselves will then understand the meaning
of their restoration to the Promised Land . The LORD says, "S o
will I make my holy name known in the midst of my peopl e
Israel ; and I will not let them pollute my holy name an y
more ; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the
Holy One in Israel . " (Ezek. 39:7) This thought is set forth
in greater detail in the closing verses of the chapter .

We quote : "Thus saith the LORD God, Now will I brin g
again. the captivity . of Jacob, and have mercy upon the
whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name ;
after that they have borne their shame ; and all their tres-
passes, whereby they have trespassed against me, when the y
dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid . When
I have brought them again from the people, and gathere d
them out of their enemies' lands, and am sanctified in them
in the sight of many nations ; then shall they know that I a m
the LORD their God, which caused them (Margin, 'by my
causing of them') to be led into captivity among the heathen :
but I have gathered them unto their own land, and hav e
left none of them any more there . Neither will I hide my
face any more from them : for I have poured out my Spiri t
upon the house of Israel, saith the LORD God."—vss . 25-
29

In his various messages to the Israelites, the LORD has
been very frank in his indictment of them because of thei r
transgressions . He makes it plain that they had brought dis-
honor upon his name among the Gentiles . But, as we have
seen, this is not always to be the case ; and, through the
Prophet Zechariah, the LORD explains what will cause a
change in the situation . Again we quote :

"It shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the
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(Cont'd from Page 31) Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall

be a blessing : fear not, but let your hands be strong . For
thus saith the LORD of hosts ; As I thought to punish you ,
when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LOR D
of hosts, and I repented not : so again have I thought in thes e
days to do well unto Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah :
fear ye not . These are the things that ye shall do [in orde r
to be a blessing], Speak ye every man the truth to his neigh-
bor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates :
and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his
neighbor ; and love no false oath : for all these are things that
I hate, saith the LoRD ."—Zech. 8:13-1 7

Truly, all those who are filled by the Spirit of the LORD ,

and are guided by divine principles of truth and righteous-
ness, will, of necessity, be a blessing to those with who m

they come in contact . The restored Israelites, cleansed o f
their defilements, will be a powerful influence for good . And
so will those of other nations who, as the kingdom authorit y
spreads under the direction of its ruling agencies, likewis e
become enlightened, and bring their conduct into line with
the laws of God then in force throughout the earth .

How wise, and how all-comprehensive is the divine pla n
of salvation for all the families of the earth!

	

n



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

" UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN "

See Isaiah 9:1-7.

OUR STUDY RELATES to a subject which has thrilled th e
civilized world for centuries—a subject which wil l

never grow old—a subject which, on the contrary, shall t o
all eternity be a theme of angels and of men . The birth o f
Jesus, to be rightly understood and esteemed, must be con-
sidered from the standpoint of a gift of love divine . Any othe r
view of the matter is merely the casket without the jewel.
The Scriptures give us the key to the thought, saying, "God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, tha t
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever -
lasting life . " —John 3:16

The world was under sentence of death ; mankind had
been dying for more than four thousand years . God pitied
humanity from the first . Yes, before sin entered, divine wis-
dom had seen the end, and would not have created man, o r
would not have permitted the condition which led to sin an d
the sentence . of death, had divine wisdom not foreseen it s
matchless benefits, and arranged in advance for human re-
demption .

God had purposely arranged the matter so that it woul d
require the death of a perfect man to redeem Adam an d
the race which lost life in and through him . God knew from
the beginning that no such perfect man could be found com-
ing from Adam 's loins, because all men were of Adamic stoc k
and had a share in Adamic weakness, imperfection, and con-
demnation . In the divine plan, God contemplated from the
beginning that the only begotten of the Father, the Logos
–our Lord Jesus Christ in his pre-human existence—his ac-
tive agent in the work of Creation should be granted th e
great privilege of being man's Redeemer anti thoroh„ ~~~



ing a great reward—glory, honor, and immortality, the di-

vine nature, through a resurrection from the dead .

THE FIRST STEP OF REDEMPTIO N

The primary step in man 's recovery necessarily was tha t

the Logos (which means : `the Word') should be made flesh

and dwell among us and taste death, by the grace of God ,

for every man. (John 1 :14; Heb . 2:9) It is this first step tha t

we celebrate at this season of the year—the birth of Jesus .

He who was rich, for our sakes became poor, that w e

through his poverty might be reclaimed .

Today's study points out that the ministry of Jesus woul d

be in Galilee ; that those people of the Jews, who at the tim e

were supposed to be in greatest darkness, would see th e

great light of divine truth, as represented in Jesus and his

ministry. This had a primary fulfillment in Galilee, where the

major portion of the mighty works of Jesus were performed .
But its real fulfillment lies in the future, when the great ligh t

of the Millennial Kingdom, "the Sun of Righteousness, shall

arise with healing in its wings ." (Mal . 4 :2) Before that glor-
ious Sun, sorrow and sighing will flee away ; ignorance an d

superstition will vanish ; sin and darkness will be no more ; every

, knee will bow and every tongue confess .

Jesus is the great center of that Sun of Righteousness ,

but, as he points out, the bride class, in process of selec-
tion during this Gospel Age, is to be with him in the morn-
ing, shining forth in his glory. They shall sit with him in hi s

throne . After the `wheat' of this age is gathered into th e
`garner' by the power of the first resurrection, the bride of

Christ will shine forth with the bridegroom, to heal earth's sor -

rows and to scatter earth's night . (Matt . 13:43) All this will

come to us because `unto us a child is born, unto us a So n

is given' ; because the government shall rest upon hi s

shoulders; because "his name shall be called Wonderful ,

Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, Th e

Prince of Peace ."—Isa. 9:6



THE FALL OF BABYLO N
We are to understand verses 2-5 as applying not to natura l

Israel, but to spiritual Israel—nominal spiritual Israel—whic h
refers to Christians who are such in name only . That 'holy '
nation has phenomenally increased without increasing the
joy. There are many ' tares ' in the wheat field . But in the
harvesttime of this Gospel Age there will be joy; the faith-
ful will " rejoice [as men do] when they divide the spoil . " The
burdensome yoke of the creedal superstitions will be bro-
ken, and the rod of the oppressor, Satan, will be broke n
"as in the day of Midian," when Gideon with his little ban d
put to flight the army of the Midianites and set the people
free . Verse 5 intimates that the fall of Babylon and the break-
ing of the yoke and the rod will be in the great "time of trou-
ble ." (Dan . 12 :1) For all the armor of the armed men an d
the turmoil and the "garments rolled in blood " shall even
be "with burning and fuel of fire . "

MESSIAH'S MANY TITLES
Our great Redeemer, highly exalted, is eventually to bear

many titles in commemoration of the variety of wonderfu l
offices he will fill, and services he will accomplish . But thes e
are yet future . His great work in the past—the redemptio n
work—was the foundation of all his future work . On account
of his faithfulness he will have a right to assume these numerou s
offices and use these several powers ; and as each comes into
exercise it will'be used by Jesus . The right to govern the
world is his since he died on our behalf, but he awaits th e
Father's time for taking to himself his glorious power to reign ;
and the government must come to him before he can begin
to fulfill any of the numerous titles .

First of all, his revelation to the world will be as the Won-
derful One, the embodiment, the expression, of divine jus-
tice, divine love, divine wisdom, and divine power . As ye t
the world knows him not . He will be revealed to mankin d
'in flaming fire', in the time of trouble, and subsequently ,
in the rescue work of his Millennial Kingdom .



He will be the world's Counselor, to give assistance, guid-
ance, direction, whereby they may return through restitu-
tion into harmony with Jehovah and to the enjoyment o f
the blessings provided through redemption . As the Head o f
the church, he has been her Counselor, but our text refers
to him as the Great King or Governor of the world, and as
the world's Instructor, the Great Prophet, or Teacher, who m
God promised through Moses .

His title, The Mighty God, or Mighty One, will be recog-
nized then, on earth, as well as in heaven—"that him hat h
God set forth to be a Prince and a Savior, to grant repen-
tance and remission of sins to Israel," and "to all that are
afar off . "—the Gentiles, the entire world of mankind .—
Acts 5 :31 ; 2:39

The title, the Everlasting Father, will apply to him as the
lifegiver of the world, during the thousand years of his reign .
In all that time he will be giving life more abundant to man -
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kind—everlasting life to all who will obey him—therefore
his title, . the Everlasting Father, or the Father who wil l
give everlasting life to humanity . All the world of man -
kind, re generated on the human plane, will obtain thei r
right to everlasting life as human beings in an earthly paradis e
from their Redeemer, who will then be their King . Not so
the church, for Jesus is not the Everlasting Father of th e
church . On the contrary, the Apostle Peter declares, "Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac -
cording to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unt o
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead .—I Pet . 1 : 3

His title, The Prince of Peace, will not apply to him a t
his return, when he will be breaking in pieces as a potter's ves -
sel every human system out of accord with the divine stand-
ards (Rev . 2 :27 ; Ps. 2:9), but true peace shall speedily b e
established, and he ultimately shall be hailed as the Princ e
of Peace, and one whose reign will be undisputed and un-
molested . "Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end" ; there will be no rebellion ; his kingdom will
not pass away . When Christ's reign shall terminate finally, a t
the close of the thousand years, it will be because "the So n
also himself [shall] be sublect unto him that put all things unde r
him, that God may be all in all ."—I Cor . 15 :28

UPON THE THRONE OF DAVI D
Messiah's kingdom is styled "the Throne of David" for two

reasons. First, the name of David signified Beloved ; and the
Messiah, as the Beloved of God, of the Father, is the anti -
type of David, even as Messiah's kingdom will be the anti -
type of David's kingdom . David merely "sat upon the thron e
of the kingdom of the LORD" ; it was not his . So the greater
than David will sit upon the throne of the kingdom of Jeho-
vah, to order it and to establish it to completion, during the
thousand years of his reign. Then he will deliver it up. "The
zeal [love] of _Jehovah of Hosts will perform this" (vs . 7) ,
operating through Messiah .

—Reprints 1919 •



TALKING THINGS OVE R

During the ministry of Pastor Russell, one of the most effec-
tive presentations of the truth devised by the Bible Students
was the Photodrama of Creation . The Photodrama was a
collection of moving pictures and slides, accompanied by a
narrated commentary .

We can well imagine what a tremendous task it must hav e
been to produce each picture, and to frame a total of 1,500
slides . But it was an extremely effective approach to witness-
ing the divine plan of the ages, and many brethren cam e
into the truth as a result of these presentations .

Today, with more advanced technology in all fields of
human endeavor, it is possible to produce films with sharper ,
brighter colors, which are also much easier to present . Such
is the case of the film entitled, "For this Cause," which is a
professionally produced film available in several language s
including Spanish . The work is a composite of Biblica l
history and prophecy, about the life and mission of our Lord
Jesus during his First Advent, up until and including the
present time—his Second Advent—and even into the future !

A LETTER FROM TWO PILGRIMS
CONCERNING THE

PRESENTATION OF THE
SPANISH-LANGUAGE FILM

"FOR THIS CA USE "
IN SOUTH AMERICA AND MEXICO

TOGETHER WITH A brother from Peru, it was a joyfu l
task to present the film, " For this Cause" in South

America and Mexico for the first time, bringing a messag e
of Truth to these countries during the Spring of 1994 . We
uicited a total of eight cities in thirty-six days . Two presen-



tations of the hour-long film were made in nearly every
city . In all, thirteen showings of the film were made to th e
public ; two were given in private homes .

Some 36 ;000 pamphlets were printed and distributed t o
the public in th e. streets and marketplaces announcing the
film showings . Seven ads were put into the newspapers o f
the various cities visited for the same purpose . Over 200
large posters were exhibited near the halls in each city, an d
a twenty-by-five foot cloth banner was carried with us an d
displayed in front of each hall used . More than twenty-on e
hundred people attended these showings ; 605 asked for
the free booklet .

We wish to thank the LORD for the privilege of spread-
ing his Word in this manner in the often-forgotten coun-
tries of South America, and for all of those who made i t
possible for us to present "For this Cause" in the Spanis h
language, including those who worked so hard in creatin g
it, and producing it, and those who sponsored it financiall y
by the purchase of the special film projector, and other-
wise .

TRUJILLO, PER U
Our first presentation was in Trujillo, Peru . It was a

thrilling experience to see people arrive at the hall, eage r
to see the film which was advertised through the loca l
Radio Newspaper, and the distribution of pamphlets in the
streets. Each of them was extended a warm welcome, an d
they were afforded the opportunity to fill out a form if the y
were interested in receiving a free booklet which was of-
fered at the end of the presentation .

As we were to learn, the film itself was just the begin-
ning of each evening . In Trujillo the film ran from 7 :3 0
p .m . to 8 :30 p .m. Many of the people attending came for -
ward afterwards to converse about the Truth presented i n
the movie . Some stayed until after midnight . Among these
were four men who identified themselves as Bible student s
who were not affiliated with any religious organization .
They were very much impressed with the subjects covered



in the film, and remarked that their eyes had been opene d
more clearly to many truths contained in the Bible . They
told us that they met with 30 others for Bible study, an d
were interested in having studies with us . We made a com-
mitment to meet with them again when our schedules per-
mitted us to do so .

LIMA, PER U
In Lima, Peru, we had two presentations of the film an d

everything went well there also . A family of eight waited t o
talk to us after the first showing . One remarked that it wa s
a miracle that the LORD had directed them to see th e
movie . They commented on its beauty, and on how it
makes the Bible harmonious, and therefore more under-
standable . They too asked us about Bible studies. They
said they had been searching for truth for a long time, an d
it was gratifying to be able to discuss the truth of God' s
Word with them.

SANTIAGO MAIPU, CHILE
After we left Lima, we flew to Santiago Maipu, Chile . A

woman of religious and political influence in the city ap-
proached us at the conclusion of the presentation . She con-
fessed that her original intention was to cause problems b y
disrupting the showing of the movie. Instead, the film had
touched her heart! She discussed some of the contents o f
the movie with us afterwards, asking us to stay in touch wit h
her, and to please send her Spanish-language literature abou t
the truth of the Bible .

After that same showing ten members of a religious con-
gregation came forward to tell us how much they had en-
joyed it . During the second presentation of the day, to ou r
surprise, the same ten people were joined by thirty more
members of the same church! It was a thrilling experienc e
to see their enthusiasm, and after the meeting was close d
they asked many questions related to doctrines expresse d
in the production .



ARGENTINA
From Chile we were scheduled to visit brethren in Ar-

gentina, and as we arrived they were awaiting us at the air -
port . It was a joy to see their smiling faces and to savor a
time of spiritual fellowship . The first film showing was hel d
at Monte Grande, the second in Quilmes, and the third i n
Berazategui . Space does not permit us to relate all th e
experiences we had during the three meetings, but in short ,
in each case the film was well received by the public attend -

PORTABLE BANNER DISPLAYED AT FRONT OF EACH HAL L

ing, and this gave great satisfaction and encouragement to
the brethren in Argentina .

The Berazategui Class requested a copy of the fil m
which they intend to show to people in their area in con -
junction with the witness work in which they are very ac-
tive . In order to fellowship with these brethren we ha d
reserved an extra day when a mini-convention was ar-
ranged . Approximately 95 attended, and we all enjoyed a

WI/IIIiIIId
NOY PRESENTACION DE LA PELICU L A
EN MULTIPANTALLA AUDIO VISUA L

'POO7 vTs» 730 PM .
• VINE YO 1I L. MUNO O

VEeA " LAS SENALES DE LOS TIEMPOS"
QUE MUESTRA LA CERCANIA DEL RHIN O
DM MUMSTRO SENOR JESUCRIS T O

'ASOMli(iOSO PERO VEROAO ERO !
TUNA EKPtRIENCIA RELIGIOS A
;G RATIS .' NO SE RACER cULECTASoIDINE R
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blessed day . In the evening we continued our fellowship a t
the home of one of the Berazategui families .

MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY .
Our next stop was Montevideo, Uruguay . Prior to our visit

there we sent invitations to the folks in that area who sub -
scribe to El Alba, the Spanish-language Dawn magazine, an d
to the few brethren that we knew of in the vicinity . As.they
gathered at the film presentation they had an opportunit y
to meet each other . One family which lives in Montevide o
offered their home for Bible studies . We offered to send the m
a copy of the film as well as the First Volume of Studies i n
the Scriptures entitled, "The Divine Plan of the Ages . " Let
us remember them in our prayers that their gatherings wil l
be fruitful in an increase in the knowledge of the LORD .

GUADALAJARA, MEXIC O
Our last stop was Guadalajara, Mexico . This was the only

city where we did not make reservations for a hall due t o
the high cost . Relying on the providences of the LORD, we
searched around the city and found a gentleman who wa s
in charge of all government meeting places . After explain-
ing that the film we planned to run would be of educationa l
value to his people, and outlining our needs to him to accom-
plish this purpose, the LORD indeed opened the door! H e
graciously arranged for us to use the beautiful auditoriu m
at the Guadalajara Planetarium free of charge . Not only was
the superintendent at the planetarium helpful in setting up
our equipment, but he also announced on the public address
system every half-hour that "For this Cause" was to be shown
in the auditorium free of charge, and the time it would be
shown . We wanted to compensate the planetarium or the
superintendent in some way for their services, but the su-
perintendent stated that he would accept a copy of the fil m
as repayment, as he was certain that his family would b e
blessed by its contents . Most of the people who came to see
the film here were Bible students ; some came with thei r
R;hles . Our conversations with them after the meetings were



spiritually uplifting, and we will endeavor to maintain con -
tact with them .

As we have stated at the first, we are humbly grateful t o
God to have had the opportunity to plant a few seeds o f
truth on the vast continent of South America, and in Mexico .
For the ` giving of the increas e ' we will wait upon the LORD .

Yours in the blessed hope ,
Brother Joe Panucc i

an d
Brother Fernando Duenas

	

n

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

DECEMBER 8—"If the world hate you, ye know that i t
hated Me [Jesus] before it hated you ."—John 15 :18 (Z .
'01-300 Hymn 261 )

DECEMBER 15—"The LORD is my shepherd ."—Psalm 23 : 1
(Z . '02-365 Hymn 87 )

DECEMBER 22—1f a man therefore purge himself, he shal l
be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master' s
use, and prepared unto every good work ."—Il Timoth y
2:21 (Z . '02-319 Hymn 208 )

DECEMBER 29—"In the morning sow thy seed, and in th e
evening withhold not thy hand : for thou knowest not wheth -
er shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good ."—Ecclesiastes 11 :6 (Z. '02-71 Hymn
210)

	

n

OBITUARIE S

We extend our sincere sympathy to friends and family .

Sister Eva Schneider, Los Angeles, CA—September .
Age, 98 .

Sister Nellie Wesney, Shawnee, OH—October 1994 .
Age, 83 .

Brother Joe F. Restifo, Phoenix, AZ—October 7 . Age ,
76 .
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

DELIVERANCE

"Casting all your care upon Him ,
for He careth for you . "

—I Peter 5 : 7

W
HEN THE RESURRECTED Jesus appeared to his disci-
ples on the shore of Galilee, he said to Peter, "Whe n

thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither
thou wouldest : but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch
forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry the e
whither thou wouldest not ." John commented on this proph-
ecy, saying, "This spake he [Jesus], signifying by what deat h
he should glorify God ."—John 21 :18,19

In the Master 's prophecy concerning Peter, he pointe d
out the marvelous transformation of viewpoint and charac-
ter he would experience as he grew to maturity as a Ne w
Creature, and appreciated the great privilege of laying dow n
his life sacrificially in the magnificent cause of the Gospel .
That Peter would stretch forth his hands and permit anothe r
to gird him suggests his full surrender to the will of God ,
and that he would willingly serve the truth and the breth-
ren even though the LORD ' S providences led him to places
and into situations from which his flesh might shrink .

And Peter did attain to this high degree of maturity as a
Christian . It was from his heart, and not merely as a theory ,
that he wrote, "Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time . "
(I Pet. 5 :6) It is in the verse following this that Peter ad-
monishes us to cast all our care, or anxiety, on the LOR D
with the assurance that he is caring for us, overruling in al l
our affairs .



In giving us this admonition, Peter was not unaware o f
the difficulties with which all true followers of the Master are
faced . In the next verse he wrote, "Be sober, be vigilant ; be -
cause your Adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour . " The roar of the lion
is designed to paralyze the intended prey with fear, thu s
weakening its resistance to capture . So the Devil endeav-
ors to fill our hearts with fear, that he might wield a mor e
destructive influence over us .

But God is our refuge and strength, and we can safel y
cast all our anxieties upon him . We have surrendered to him .
We are allowing him to lead us in the way of sacrifice, an d
we are looking to him to give us courage and strength to
be faithful until our sacrifice is complete—faithful unto death .
If our surrender to the divine will is wholehearted and com-
plete, we will not attempt to dictate how we are to lay down
our lives, nor will we decide how long it should take . We
will simply leave it all with him .

In Peter's own life of devotion we have a revealing exam-
ple of this principle of full surrender to the will of God, par-
ticularly in connection with his experience in prison, a s
recorded in Acts 12 :1-12 . This imprisonment was brough t
about by our adversary, Satan, working in this instanc e
through Herod the king .

We are informed that "Herod stretched forth his hand s
to vex certain of the church . And he killed James the brothe r
of John with the sword ." Herod noted that this pleased th e
Jews, and wishing to court favor with them, he arreste d
Peter . According to the standards of this present evil worl d
Herod was wise ; for he realized that although the religious
leaders of the Jews hated the disciples, they would not ex-
actly relish having Peter murdered during their Passover hol y
days . So Peter was kept in prison until after the Passover .
And now he was, the next day, to be brought forth fro m
the prison to be put to death, simply to please the Jews .
The brethren, meanwhile, knowing these circumstances ,
were gathered in the home of Mary, the mother of John



Mark, to pray for Peter . It was all that they could do, an d
what a wonderful thing it was to do !

We are not informed as to the exact nature of the brethren' s
prayers for Peter . It is hardly likely that they were petitionin g
the Heavenly Father for his release from prison, and deliver-
ance from death, except as this might be God's will . This
was after Pentecost, and the Holy Spirit, through the apos-
tles, had revealed to the brethren that it was the privilege
of all Jesus' disciples to suffer and to die with him .

Jesus, their head and Master, had been crucified . He was
not delivered from the hands of his enemies . Stephen had
been stoned to death . And now that Herod had embarked
on a campaign of persecution, James had been killed. With
Peter already in prison, and plans made for his execution ,
Jesus' followers would have no way of knowing that God' s
will would be any different for him than for the others .

But Peter needed their prayers, not for his deliverance ,
but for strength to endure, and to humbly submit to the LORD ' S
providences . He needed the prayers of the brethren that hi s
faith might be strong, sufficiently strong to enable him to cas t
all his care upon the LORD, a faith that would enable him to
say from the heart, even as did Job : "Though he slay me, ye t
will I trust in him . " —Job 13 :15

The prayers of the faithful little group were heard an d
answered . That last night in the prison, Peter was chained
between two guards—a chain firmly securing each wrist .
From the human standpoint the situation was absolutel y
hopeless, and Peter knew it . But what was Peter's attitude ?
Was he rebellious? Did he complain against the providence s
of the LORD? Did he reflect on his past faithfulness and won -
der why the LORD had permitted this to happen to him ?

We do not think this was the case . The evidence which
substantiates the fact that Peter had no misgivings at all, tha t
even in this experience he was completely resigned to God' s
will, is that he was "sleeping between two soldiers ." (Acts
12 :6) Could anything better reveal the complete resignatio n
of this once obstinate fisherman?



While Peter was sleeping, "the angel of the LORD came
upon him, and a light shined in the prison ." (vs . 7) David
wrote that "the angel of the LORD encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them." (Ps . 34:7) But
deliverance by the angel of the LORD does not always imply
the same thing . It could, at times, and often does, mea n
strength to endure, wisdom to understand, or faith to ac-
cept with resignation even though we cannot understand .

When the angel of the LORD came upon Peter, ` a ligh t
shined in the prison' . On the whole, not many of the LORD' S
true disciples throughout the Gospel Age have been incar-
cerated in literal prisons, but probably nearly all, at one tim e
or another, have been bound by circumstances over whic h
they had no control . These circumstances may have prevent-
ed activity in the LORD's service, or attendance at the meet-
ings of the LORD's people . The restraining circumstances in
a Christian's life are often many and varied .

Do we feel that we are bound with chains which hinde r
us from doing what we would like to do? Are we surrounde d
by the walls of circumstances which separate us from th e
liberties and privileges enjoyed by our brethren? Are we so
wholly resigned to these restraints that we are `sleeping ' , or
completely resting in the LORD, as Peter was ?

Yes, when the angel spoke to Peter that night in the pris-
on, a light shone out and brightened the prison room where Pete r
had been sleeping. Symbolically speaking, often the deliverance s
of God's people which are wrought by the angels are, in fact ,
that light is shed upon our experiences so that we are abl e
the better to understand the situations in which the LOR D
has permitted us to become involved . The LORD has prom-
ised not to permit us to be tested above that which we are
able to bear, and often it is possible to bear much more whe n
` a light shines in the prison ' .

With the light shining, the angel aroused Peter from his
sleep, saying to him, "Arise up quickly . And his chains fel l
off from his hands ." (Acts 12 :7) There are times when al l
we can do is to quietly wait on the LORD, as illustrated by
Peter's sleeping . There are other times when, while still trust-



ing in the LORD, it is essential to `rise up quickly' if the `chains '
are to fall from our hands .

Jeremiah wrote, "It is good that a man should both hop e
and quietly wait for the salvation of the LoRD ." (Lam. 3:26 )
Peter had been quietly waiting on the LORD, but now the
time had come for him to actively wait . The angel said to
him, "Gird thyself and bind on thy sandals, . . . cast thy gar-
ment about thee, and follow me ." (Acts 12:8) Knowing the
power of God, and the extent to which it is employed by
the holy angels, we realize that Peter could have been re -
moved from the prison without any cooperation on his ow n
part . Sandals and a garment could easily have been provide d
for him . Usually, however, this is not the method God use s
in dealing with his people, even though his mighty power i s
employed for their deliverance .

The LORD expects us to do what we can for ourselves ,
and meanwhile exercise faith that he will do for us the neede d
things which go beyond own abilities . Now that the angel o f
the LORD had removed the chains which bound Peter to th e
guards, he could gird himself, he could bind on his sandals
and put on his garment. And he could follow the angel . Al l
these things he did, although as yet he was not fully aware o f
just what was taking place . He thought he saw a vision, or
was having a dream .

So in our ` prison ' experiences, when the time comes fo r
the angel of the LORD to deliver us, there are always thing s
for us to do . Often, like Peter, even though the light shines i n
our prison, and we comprehend that the LORD is dealing with
us, we only understand in part the meaning of the little thing s
he sets before us to do . Even so, it is necessary that we b e
obedient . We may see no point in binding on our sandals ,
but if the LORD indicates this to be his will, let us not hesitat e
to obey, and to follow the angel .

Peter obediently followed the angel . How important that
we also follow the angel who may be leading us . Peter fol-
lowed "past the first and the second ward ." Finally they came
to the " iron gate that leadeth unto the city . " (vs . 10) The
record indicates that the way out of the prison was not a



simple one, but we are also impressed with the fact that `th e
angel of the LORD' knew the way .

Applying this figuratively to our own experiences, ho w
true it is that the way is not always a simple one . God's grea t
plan of salvation is simple enough, but the experiences which
he permits his people to have as they endeavor to do hi s
will are often permitted to be of such a nature as to test our
faith and confidence in the LORD . This is in order that w e
may learn to follow the `angel of the LORD' which he provide s
for our deliverance .

And even when we follow the angel, we are at times con -
fronted with iron gates which seem to block our progress .
It was true with Peter . But the reassuring thing is that the
iron gate opened to them ` of its own accord' . Of course, the
iron gate did not actually open of its own accord . It just seeme d
that it did . It was the angel of the LORD—or shall we sa y
the power of the LORD—that opened the iron gate .

Peter followed the angel through that iron gate to free-
dom, and to further opportunities to lay down his life in the
service of the LORD, the truth, and the brethren . So it is wit h
our iron gates . How often the way seems blocked, and yet ,
in the LORD's own due time and way the iron gate open s
—although waiting on the LORD to open the gate is often a
very severe test of faith .

Delivered from the prison, Peter realized that the LOR D
had sent an angel to set him free . It often happens that not
until after the iron gates open and we pass through them to
a new vista of experiences, do we realize the full meanin g
of the divine providences through which we have passed .
Looking back and noting the marvelous providences of th e
LORD which we only partially understood when we were ex-
periencing them, we are able to praise the way he has le d
us day by day .

After his deliverance from prison, Peter made his way t o
the home of Mary, where the brethren were praying for him .
They were greatly surprised to see him . Apparently they did
not realize that God's will for him would be different tha n
it was for Jesus, for Stephen, and for James . But it was



The LORD had further service for Peter to render, so he sen t
his angel to deliver him from prison and from death .

Although Peter was resigned to having his life taken awa y
by Herod, we may be sure that since the LORD overrule d
otherwise, he was glad in his heart, and in essence said to
the LORD, "If I may, I'll serve another day ." Should this no t
be the attitude of all who are fully consecrated to the LORD ,
and who are endeavoring to prove faithful even unto death ?

All of the LORD's true people realize that only by prov-
ing faithful unto death will they receive the "crown of life . "
(Rev . 2 :10) But we may have preferences as to how w e
will meet death . There would be a certain degree of glamour ,
and therefore compensation, attached to a martyr's death .
Often the most severe test of faith is simply to grow old an d
die . And yet, this is the very way the LORD has permitte d
the vast majority of his people to finish their course in death .

And growing old is fraught with so many distressing and
tragic possibilities . Some who perhaps could sleep whil e
chained to a prison guard, might well be agitated, and per-
haps even rebellious, at the thought of being allowed sim-
ply to become sick and die . But let us realize that the angel
of the LORD knows the way, the best way for us . Because
the angels who guard and assist us always behold the face
of the heavenly Father, they know exactly what his will fo r
each one of us is, and are fully capable of overruling in al l
the affairs of our lives in order that the LORD 's will migh t
be done .

In our prison experiences, when chained to circumstan-
ces which restrict our activities in the LORD's service, whethe r
we see ourselves approaching the end of the way in the man-
ner of all flesh, or facing precipitous action by our enemies ,
may we ever and always `cast all our care' upon the LORD ,
knowing that he is too wise to err, and too good to be un-
kind, and that he will faithfully care for us until we reach
the end of the way. Truly, we can say to our Heavenly Father ,
"Great is thv faithfulness"!—Lam. 3:23

	

n



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

OUR RESPONSIBILIT Y

CONCERNING

PRESENT TRUTH
"His Word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut

up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing,

and I could not stay . " —Jeremiah 20:9

THE PROPHET JEREMIAH is here using a very forcefu l
comparison . He had a burning zeal in his heart, a con-

suming sense of the importance of the message given hi m
to deliver . His previous declaration of the Word of God con-
cerning Israel had been so despised and rejected that he ha d
become disheartened. He himself declared, "The Word of
the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision ,
daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor spea k
any more in his name . But his Word was in mine heart a s
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with
forbearing, and I could not stay"! His message had to b e
spoken . The LORD had instructed him to tell Israel tha t
they were about to be given over into the hands of thei r
enemies .

This Word of the LORD to the Prophet Jeremiah wa s
given prior to the seventy years ' captivity of the Jews . There
were false prophets among them who declared that the Kin g
of Judah was to gain a victory over their enemies . The
people were glad to hear this assurance ; and they despise d
the true prophet of the LORD, who gave them the real mes-
sage from God . Jeremiah told them that they had failed i n
their responsibilities to Jehovah . They had professed to be hi s
people, but had not been faithful in thoir rn~ior, n+ +n ~~ .. . t



He warned them that it was too late for any who would repen t
to be delivered ; the nation was sure to be overcome by thei r
enemies, and carried away into captivity .

JEREMIAH'S CRUCIAL TEST
Jeremiah knew that the false prophets would encourage

the king, and that he himself would bring the king's wrat h
upon his own head by reiterating the message which Jeho-
vah had commissioned him to deliver . He shrank from the
infamy, the reproach, and the persecution which, by expe-
rience, he knew would result from loyalty to the LORD . But
he overcame the temptation to hold his peace . He would
speak as God commanded him, let the cost be what it would .
He would tell Israel again the words which had been give n
him . He would give them a further warning .

If Jeremiah had allowed his fears to overwhelm him, an d
had withheld the message, undoubtedly he would have been
set aside as the mouthpiece of God, and another would hav e
been commissioned to deliver the message . The burning within
the heart of the prophet would have grown feebler and woul d
ultimately have died out . When a fire is kept shut off from a
draft for some length of time, it will become extinguished .
This is as true in the realm of moral and spiritual forces as
in that of the physical nature . This is why the Apostle Paul
urged : "Quench not the Spirit . " (I Thess . 5:19) We might le t
the Holy Spirit of God die out in our hearts by a failure t o
do our duty, a failure to keep our covenant faithfully . The
light within us, the holy fire, would smoulder for a time, an d
finally become quenched . The Prophet Jeremiah could no t
withhold that which God had commanded him to speak; he
could not quench the fire within his soul without losing his
relationship with Jehovah .

GOD'S MESSAGE GIVEN to US TODAY
Thus it is with us today . God has let us into the secret of

his counsels . He has granted us a wonderful spiritual illumina -
tion . He has given us a message of the utmost importance
to deliver to his professed people . We have been informe d
h„ rho i .URn that a great chance is impending—that the lease



of power to the Gentile nations has expired, and the Mil-
lennial Kingdom will soon replace them . We are instructed
that the present religious systems of Christendom are to g o
down, that the present order is about to end, and that the
dominion is about to be given "to Him whose right it is " to
reign . (Ezek. 21 :27) The kingdoms of this world are about to
become "the kingdoms of our LORD and of his Christ ; and he
shall reign for ever and ever ."—Rev . 11 :15

This message is not to be stated in 'a rude manner . But
it is to be stated, nevertheless . The great king whom Go d
bath appointed is about to come in . In Jeremiah's time, the
message was that the kingdom of God, his typical kingdom ,
was about to be overthrown, and the lease of power to th e
Gentile nations was about to be inaugurated . This order of
things was to be permitted to run for an appointed time . Tha t
time ran out in 1914 . The King's Son is soon to receive hi s
long-promised inheritance . (Ps. 2 :7-9) We are glad that ou r
message is not now the overthrow of God's kingdom, bu t
the very opposite of this—the overthrow of the kingdom of
darkness, and the establishment of the Kingdom of God. So
we are to tell forth this glorious message . We are to tell i t
in our actions, in our words, by the printed page, by pictoria l
presentations to the eye, and in every way that the LORD
shall give us opportunity . If through fear of persecution, o f
losing prestige in the eyes of men, for love of ease, or fo r
any reason whatever, we should fail to give forth the mes-
sage of God, it will be taken from us and given to one wh o
is worthy . The LORD is seeking those who are valiant for him ,
for righteousness, for truth. If we prove ourselves weak, w e
are not fit for the kingdom .

ARE WE FULFILLING OUR COMMISSION ?
Is this wonderful message, this message the like of which

was never before granted to men or angels to tell, burnin g
within us? And are we speaking it forth, that its inspiratio n
may cause other hearts to take fire? Can we sing with the
poet :



"I love to tell the story ,
It did so much for me !

And that is just the reason
I tell it now to thee . "

If we refrain from telling the glad tidings, the result wil l
be that the fire of God's Holy Spirit will become extinguishe d
within us . And if the light that is within us becomes dark-
ness, how great will be that darkness! The possession of the
truth—God's message—brings with it great responsibility .
Shall we prove faithful to it? Shall we show to our God our
deep appreciation of his loving kindness in granting us the
knowledge of his wonderful message of salvation, his glor-
ious plan, with its times and seasons?

There is a difference between the operation of the LORD ' s
Spirit in his children now and its operation in the days of
the Prophet Jeremiah and the other holy prophets . Durin g
the Jewish Age the Holy Spirit acted upon the servants and
mouthpieces of God in a mechanical manner. Now the people
of the LORD have both his message in his written word an d
the begetting of the Spirit, which gives us a spiritual under -
standing impossible to his people of past ages . The mysteries
of God are now opened up to his faithful children, the watch-
ers; and we are granted a clear understanding of 'the dee p
things of God" (I Cor . 2:10), some features of which were
never revealed until the present time, even to the most faith-
ful of the LORD's saints .—I Thess . 5:1-6

"THE DAY IS AT HAND "
We are also told by the Apostle Paul that the things whic h

were written of the servants of the LORD in past dispensa-
tions were written for our admonition and instruction an d
comfort, "upon whom the end of the ages are come ." (I Cor .
10:11) Seeing all these things, dearly beloved, what manner
of persons ought we to be, in all holy conversation and god-
liness? (II Pet . 3:11) How earnestly, with what painstaking care ,
should we give heed to the Word spoken unto us! Let us
be faithful in proclaiming the message of our LORD, now due .
1 of „~ toll fnrth the words which he has put into our mouths,



whether others hear or whether they forbear—whether ou r
faithfulness bring us the favor or the disfavor of the world and
of nominal spiritual Israel . But let us speak his Word in meek -
ness and love, leaving the results with our great Chief Reaper .
"The day is at hand"l—Rom . 13:12
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FILL THOU MY LIFE
Fill Thou my life, 0 LORD my God ,

In every part with praise ,
That my whole being may proclai m

Thy being and Thy ways .
Not for the lip of praise alone ,

Nor e 'en the praising hear t
I ask, but for a life made up

Of praise in every part.

Fill every part of me with praise ;
Let all my being spea k

Of Thee and of Thy love, 0 LORD ;

Poor though I be, and weak .
So shalt Thou, LORD, from me, e'en me ,

Receive the glory due ;
And so shall I begin on earth

The song forever new .

" HE HATH PUT a ne w
song in my mouth, eve n
praise unto our God :
many shall see it, an d
fear [glorify] him, and
shall trust in the LORD .
Blessed is that man tha t
maketh the LORD hi s
trust ."

	—Psalms40:3,4



ENCOURAGING LETTER S

In the School of Chris t
Dear Brethren : Having prov-
identially begun to stud y
God's Word ten years ago ,
the good LORD of love too k
pity on my captivity and be-
stowed his blessing upo n
me . Nine years ago, I ob-
tained a copy of "The
Divine Plan of the Ages "
through our main library .
It was then that I made m y
consecration, and my vow
was, I believe, accepted ,
and I received the Hol y
Spirit . After awhile I wa s
told about the Dawn Bible
Students .

As you can alread y
appreciate, I am mor e
than grateful to the LORD
for his guidance to allow a
weak and worthless person
the hope of the high calling .
I know in my heart that th e
victory was the LORD's ,
whose mercy to me is great-
ly helping me, I hope, to
become humble in his eyes .
I know now I have entere d
into the school of Christ ,
and trust you will endeavo r
to assist me to serve the
true LORD, as I will en -
courage you and the breth-

ren to the best of my ability .
I have read The Dawn mag-
azine and found it very
refreshing and well pre-
sented, and I am glad for
the labour of love you an d
all do who help to produce
it . Your brother by his
grace . —Englan d

Can't Wait !

Dear Bible Students : I am
saying it again! l can ' t wait
for the kingdom to be mani-
fested . I hope it will be
soon. Perhaps I sound self-
ish. I have read all th e
Dawns, and now I am read-
ing them a second time . To
me it seems that all the con -
tents are primarily intende d
for the true church . . . . 1
was brought up in the
Greek Orthodox Church in
a very strict manner, but I
have always searched. At
long last two years ago I
stumbled on yourselves .
Most of what I have rea d
makes sense, and I hop e
you are right! May God
bless you all .—England



Norwegian Student

Dear Sir or Ms : I am a
Norwegian student, and fo r
quite a long time I have
been searching for th e
works by C.T. Russell . Ever
since I found Volume I o f
Millennial Dawn in Dano -
Norwegian (1894) in a sec-
ond-hand bookstore in
Oslo, I have been fascinate d
by his works! They are, how-
ever, almost impossible to
get hold of! Via "Ency-
clopedia Britannica Instan t
Research Service" I got the
address of Chicago Bible
Students, and their
republishing committee!!!
Brilliant!!! Reprinting make s
C .T. Russell's works avail -
able again! l ordered a fe w
books from the republishin g
committee two weeks ago ,
but they did not have Th e
Studies in the Scriptures . I
received a letter from the
librarian for a local class in
San Diego, CA, and he told
me that The Studies in the
Scriptures are available from
several ecclesias. He also
enclosed a few pages of The
Dawn magazine . I see that
you, too, have publishe d
The Studies in the Scrip-
tures . How many version s
of these books are there? I

take it for granted they ar e
all faithful to the originals?
Could you recommend a
hard-back or deluxe editio n
of all six volumes? What do
you think postage and pack-
ing would be?

The Jehovah ' s Witnesses I
know don't quite catch why
I read C .T. Russell's works—
they say some of his teach-
ings are passe, but I lik e
what I read and the way i t
is written! l do look forward
to hearing from you! Yours
faithfully . —Norway

Reads The Dawn
Magazine Over and Over

The Dawn : I just have to
write and let you know ho w
much the October 199 4
issue of The Dawn has
pleased me . It's great, and I
have read it over and over .
Some of my friends hav e
been calling me and thank-
ing me so much for having
The Dawn sent to them . It
is so good—better tha n
some preachers! I have
learned so much from it .
There are preachers and
teachers, but there are none
better than The Dawn! It i s
my Teacher, praise God! l
wish I could put it in every -
one's hands, but that's im-
possible . I have had it sent



to a lot of people, than k
God. I am sending in now
for another friend of mine .
Please send it to her as soo n
as possible . Enclosed is the
money for it ; use the othe r
money to help you in som e
way . Thank you.—VA

Immensely Assiste d

Greetings : I find The Dawn
magazine a very valuable
and helpful publication . It
has immensely assisted my
understanding of the Bible .
Please keep up the good
work!—MA

Led by Holy Spiri t

Dear Sir : The Holy Spirit
led me to your ministry on
the resurrection of the dead ,
which set me free . I want t o
send my tithes to you be-
cause I learned the truth
which the Holy Spirit sai d
would lead me into all trut h
if I followed its leading .
Love in Christ . —MS

Making Clear the Obscur e

Dear Sir : I heard your
broadcast over the radio last
Sunday. For the first time in

my life, the Bible becam e
clear, meaningful, and trul y
relevant . You made sense
when you explained a verse
that is otherwise obscure or
unnoticed . May I reques t
the free offer of your book-
let, "Armageddon, the n
World Peace." I think this
will enlighten my min d
about God's future plans .
Thank you for your dedi-
cated efforts . Sincerely
yours . —Philippines

Her Search Is Ende d

Dear Dawn Bible Students :
I have been praying an d
searching for the truth for
sometime . I received Bible
studies from one group, bu t
still felt uncertain . Afte r
reading your literature an d
watching your TV pro -
grams, I feel that I hav e
found what I've bee n
searching for . If you can
direct me to a place o f
worship in the New Orlean s
area, please do so . Thank-
ing you sincerely for this gif t
you have given me . I am . —
LA
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, PEACE ON EARTH



SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
These speakers are routed through the Pilgrim Department of the Dawn ,

or by classes associated with the Dawn . Their visits are furnished free upo n
request. Write to : The Dawn Pilgrim Department, East Rutherford, NJ
07073. A visit will be arranged whenever possible .

W. Blicharz
Phoenix, AZ

	

Dec . 30-Jan . 2

R . Goreck i
Phoenix, AZ

	

Dec . 30-Jan . 2
Middletown, NY

	

December 18

G.M. Jeuck
Phoenix, AZ

	

Dec . 30-Jan 2
n

CONVENTION S
These conventions are listed at the request of the classes who sponso r

them . In order to ensure your convention being accurately placed in thes e
columns, please make your request IN WRITING and mail it to this address
at least two or three months before the date of the convention : Convention
Listing, Dawn Magazine, 199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ 07073 .

PHOENIX, AZ, December 30 -
January 2—Wyndham Garde n
Hotel, 427 N . 44th St ., Phoenix . Ad-
dress all communications to : Mrs . Es-
ther Bachorski, 13223 Palmwoo d
Dr ., Sun City West, AZ 8537 5
Phone : (602) 546-0430

ST. PETERSBURG, FL, January
8—Majestic Park Homes, 8300 Se-
minole Blvd . (Alt . 19), Seminole ,
FL . Contact : Stella Slavich, 384 7
Tarpon Pointe Circle, Palm Harbor ,
FL 34684
Phone : (813) 786-3795

ROCKLAND BIBLE STUDENTS'
ANNUAL CONVENTION ,
February 26—Green Meadow Wal -
dorf School, Spring Valley, NY . Fo r
programs write : Mrs . Russell Shal-
lieu, 1041 Johnston Drive ,
Watchung, NJ 07060

BIBLE STUDENTS ANNUA L
GENERAL CONVENTION, July
29-August 3, 1995 —Gran d
Rapids, MI . More informatio n
forthcoming in future issues of Th e
Dawn magazine .
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