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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

NEW HEAVENS AND A
NEW EARTH

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.”

II Peter 3:13

S PEOPLE IN the world see the present millen-

nium coming to a close and the new millennium
approaching, they are also conjecturing about the
future. Last year a book was published, entitled,
“Future in Sight,” by Barry H. Minkin, a business
consultant and writer who enlisted the opinions of
prominent business men to predict trends in tech-
nology, finances, management, resources, politics,
and marketing. Excerpts from the book were re-
cently published in the news media, focusing on
three areas:

1. The role China will play in the future.

2. The shift in population in the USA to the
Sunbelt.
3. The Urban explosion.

The predictions in each case pose more prob-
lems than solutions to those already in existence,
and which Bible students know can only be solved
by the blessings of Christ’s kingdom.
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Here are some of the points made:

1. “China is the fastest growing economy in the
world. The United States has possessed the
world’s largest economy for over a century, but
at the current rate, China will displace it in the
first half of the next century, and become the
number one economy in the world.” Thus,
although predicting such rapid growth in
China, the prediction also states, “The quality
of life will remain poor due to inadequate hous-
ing, transportation, parks, museums, and
home energy availability.”

2. “As the United States approaches the third
millennium, its demographic center will gravi-
tate increasingly toward the South and West.
Sunbelt states will be crammed by increased
population in the first decade of the next cen-
tury. Growth will be due to changes in births,
slowing death rates, migration, and the fertil-
ity of a fast-rising immigrant population that
continues to move into the Sunbelt states. The
United States is the only nation that accepts
hundreds of thousands of immigrants each
year.”

The predictions go on to forecast what will
happen to the USA, saying, “Despite recent
restrictions, liberal US immigration policies
will change American society dramatically.
Sunbelt states like California, Florida, and
Texas will become Third World states, with
huge immigrant and black inner-city popula-
tions divided from white America by poverty,
violence, education, and racial tension. Find- .
ing the right level of welfare support that will
provide a safety net without undermining im-
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migrant incentive to succeed will be particu-
larly difficult.”

“By 2088, minority populations will become
the US majority. California will have twice as
many people in 2040 as it does now. No racial
group will be able to claim majority status, but
Hispanics will account for almost fifty percent
of California’s population.” The prediction is
made that “the loss of the traditional ‘Ameri-
can’ way of life, coupled with political impo-
tence to reverse the trend, will spawn a
conservative backlash over the next decade.”

3. Since population is expected to continue
increasing, the prediction for the future is an
“urban explosion.” Concerning this, the article
says, “Big is the megatheme when you think
about tomorrow’s cities. Urban centers suffer-
ing the consequences of the unadulterated
pursuit of wealth—traffic congestion, air pol-
lution, and inadequate sanitation and infra-
structure—are being stretched to the breaking
point by rapid growth. Moreover, there is an
obvious spreading and melding of the rural,
suburban and urban landscape over vast areas
and, thus the growth of ‘rurubania’ will con-
tlnue

What are the lmphcatlons? “The World Bank
recently reported that many of Asia’s cities are
degrading faster than the region’s robust
economies are growing. Problems in the cities
will slow economic development throughout
the world.” “Unemployment will persist in the
underclass areas of most cities in the world.”

It is not surprising, therefore, that this article,
“A More Shocking Future,” as it looks into the
future and reviews Minikin’s book, sees only
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Satan’s kingdom of selfishness continuing. A
better life for anyone cannot be seen, and the
problems of today are predicted as multiplying
and becoming more insoluble in the tomorrow
to come.

Bible students have access to a book that has
been written about the future; and they, too, can
write about what it portends. That future is in
sight as well, and concerning its message it has
been said that “the world’s hope for the future is
as bright as the promises of God,” and those
promises are very bright indeed. One of them is
referred to in our text—a promise that God will
establish a ‘new heavens’ and a ‘new earth’, in
which righteousness instead of evil will prevail.
This, of course, is highly symbolic language, but,
in brief, it means that by divine authority Christ
will set up a new and righteous government on
this planet through which the Bible’s promise,
“On earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke
2:14), will be gloriously fulfilled.

The opening word in our text is ‘nevertheless’.
It is very significant. It indicates that the new
heavens and new earth which the LORD has prom-
ised are in contrast with what Peter had been dis-
cussing, and turning back to see why he used the
word ‘nevertheless’, the reason becomes very ap-
parent, for he had been portraying a time of de-
struction and trouble—a ‘heavens’ and ‘earth’
passing away, and the “elements” melting with
“fervent heat.”—vs. 10

But even this picture of destruction does not
give us the full significance of Peter’s use of the
word ‘nevertheless’. The full force of this word
becomes apparent only when we read verses three
and four, which are the introduction to the gen-
eral lesson of the chapter. These two verses read,
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“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming
[Greek, parousia, meaning ‘presence’]? For since
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation.”

In Acts 3:19-22 this same Apostle Peter is
quoted as saying that following the second coming
of Christ there would be “times of restitution of
all things,” and that this glorious work of restora-
tion had been foretold to the “fathers” by the
mouth of “all God’s holy prophets.” And now, in II
Peter 3:3,4, he informs us that when the Lord
returned and his second presence became a reality
some would scoff and say, ‘There is no evidence of
his presence; all things continue as they were
from the beginning of creation’.

Through the testimony of the prophets, the ‘fa-
thers’ of Israel were led to believe that the coming
of the Messiah would result in rich and lasting
blessings of peace and health and life. One of the
proof texts of this, which Peter quoted in his ser-
mon, was the promise made to Abraham that
through his ‘seed’ ‘all the families of the earth’
would be blessed. Those, therefore, who believe
these promises, whether they are Jews or Gen-
tiles, have a right to expect that the return of
Christ should result in these promised blessings
flowing out to the world.

It is with this viewpoint that Peter agrees when
he uses the word, ‘nevertheless’, for he continues,
‘We, according to his promise, look for new heav-
ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness’. But before he gets to this point in his
lesson, Peter reminds us that there are cataclys-
mic developments in world. affairs which precede
and are in preparation for the blessings to be
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made available through the new heavens and new
earth.

In presenting this information, Peter uses an
illustration and language employed by Jesus in his
great prophecy pertaining to the time of his re-
turn and the end of the present age. Jesus re-
ferred to the time of his second presence as the
“days of the Son of man,” and said that in those
days it would be as it was in the “days of Noah,”
and in the “days of Lot.”—Luke 17:26-30

Referring to this, Peter says that those who say,
“Where is the promise of his presence,” are “will-
ingly ignorant,” for they should take into account
these illustrations of destruction which Jesus had
used. According to the Word of God, Peter re-
minds us, “the heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of the water and in the water:
whereby the world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished.” o

Then the apostle follows up by giving us the
meaning of this illustration which Jesus used, and
informs us that in the ‘“Day of the LORD [Jeho-
vah]” the present “heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up.” (vs. 10) Thus the
overall lesson which Peter presents is evident.
Christ does return to establish his kingdom and to
bless all the families of the earth, but in order to
accomplish this the first result of his return must
be the destruction of Satan’s world—*“the heavens
and earth, which are now.”—vs. 7

PICTORIAL LANGUAGE

In our study of Peter’s prophecy it is important
to realize that he uses the terms ‘heavens’,
‘earth’, and ‘elements’ as symbols of the various
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aspects of a social order. For example, he speaks of
the world order—heavens and the earth—which
passed away at the time of the Flood. The literal
heavens and the literal earth did not then pass
away. It was the social order that existed before
the Flood which was destroyed in the Deluge.
True, at that time, nearly all the people were also
destroyed, but in the lesson Peter draws from that
catastrophe, the important consideration is that
“the world [kosmos, ‘order’] that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished.”—vs. 6

Thousands of students of prophecy the world
over are convinced that the present generation of
the human race is witnessing the destruction of
another ‘world’, or social order, and that what has
been occurring throughout the earth for many
years past is in fulfillment of the Bible’s prophe-
cies pertaining to ‘the end of the world’. They be-
lieve the Bible’s testimony that the earth itself
“abideth forever” (Eccles. 1:4), but see in the
crumbling thrones of the old world, and in the
chaos and general upheaval of society everywhere,
the collapsing of what the Apostle Paul referred to
as “this present evil world.”—Gal. 1:4

dJesus foretold that this would result in a time of
“great tribulation,” so severe that unless termi-
nated by divine intervention there would be “no
flesh saved.” (Matt. 24:21,22) The Apostle Paul,
identifying the same general period as the Day of
the LORD, said that in this ‘day’ ‘sudden destruc-
tion’ would come upon the world “as travail upon
a woman with child.”—I Thess. 5:1-3

These and other ‘end of the world’ prophecies
aptly describe what students of the Bible discern
taking place. The first spasm of destruction began
in 1914, and resulted in the overthrow of nearly
all of Europe’s hereditary rulers. The Second
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World War resulted in a further weakening of the
fabric of civilization. And now the nations are sit-
ting, as it were, over a smoking volcano which
threatens to erupt at any time and destroy what is
left of the pre-1914 social order.

And how true are Jesus’ words that unless
these days be shortened, no flesh would be saved!
Think of the destruction that would be wrought in
the event of a full-scale nuclear war! Indeed, be-
cause of the destructive potential of these ghastly
missiles, some are wondering if Peter’s reference
to “fervent heat” which causes the “elements” of
the present social order to melt, might not be also
intended to convey the idea of literal fire. In a
‘time of trouble such as never was since there was
a nation’ (I Pet. 3:10), there is sure to be much
and widespread destruction, regardless of how it
might be brought about. However, we think that
Peter is speaking largely in symbolic language.

SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL

The symbolisms of the Bible are employed be-
cause of their aptness in illustrating the subject
matter discussed. In every civilization established
by man there have been two cardinal aspects
which are fitly illustrated by the heavens and the
earth. As we know, all life on the literal earth is
subject in one way or another to the influences
exerted over the earth by the heavens. Our sea-
sons, our days, and our nights, etc., are all con-
trolled by the heavens.

Because man was created in the image of God,
he is by nature a being who reaches out in wor-
ship and dependency to a higher power. And al-
though the human race has been, to a consid-
erable extent, alienated from the true God, the
Creator, the people have had respect for religious
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influences in their affairs. In heathendom this has
been exercised through various types of gods, and
in pagan countries the State has been set up as an
object of veneration and worship.

It is this aspect of every civilization, or social
order, that is symbolized in the Bible by the heav-
ens, while the earth pictures organized society
which is more or less subject to these symbolic
heavens. It is this combination which Peter de-
scribes as a world, or kosmos, as it is stated in the
Greek language. Thus when he speaks of the
heavens and the earth passing away with a great
noise, and the elements melting with fervent heat,
he is not telling us that the literal sun, moon,
stars, and the physical earth with all its elements,
are to be destroyed. If this were to occur it would
mean the destruction of the universe.

The word element, as used by Peter, gives us a
clue to what he means. The Apostle Paul uses this
same word when, in writing to the Christians in
Galatia, he speaks of turning to the “weak and
beggarly elements” (Gal. 4:9)—referring to the or-
dinances of the Law, from the bondage of which
Christians are free. The point is that Paul used
the word to describe religious forms and customs
by which a people had once been governed, and
Peter uses the term in the same manner. -

Peter’s reference to the elements of the heavens
and the earth, however, is much more comprehen-

_sive, for he is speaking of all the laws, customs,
viewpoints, civil and religious, by which the pre-
sent social order has been governed throughout
the ages, and he tells us that in the Day of the
LORD, these are to melt with fervent heat.

Without realizing it, men of the world who have
insight into the significance of what has been oc-
curring refer to these events as a ‘fire’. During the
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First World War, Woodrow Wilson said, “The
world is on fire.” When the second global struggle
began, another statesman referred to it as a “four-
alarm fire.” And this symbolism is freely used in
the prophecies which foretold the end of the pre-
sent world.

Incidental to this symbolic melting of the ele-
ments there is, of course, much physical destruc-
tion. A great many of the cities of Europe, and
many in Asia, were reduced to rubble during the
second global struggle. But more significant than
this in the fulfillment of prophecy was the melting
of the elements of social and religious control,
which for centuries had been so generally recog-
nized and respected by the people. The cities have
been rebuilt, but all efforts to restore the former
European and Asiatic social orders have failed.

The horrors of the war, and the hardships
which followed, left millions disillusioned as to the
ability of their former leaders, using what they
have come to look upon as outmoded laws, cus-
toms and viewpoints to provide the security and
abundance which they consider theirs rightfully to
enjoy. In Italy, for example, first the people voted
out the old and established House of Savoy. They
established a republic, and millions even voted
against the party that is sympathetic to the relig-
ious powers of the nation. Think of the extent to
which the former elements of Italy’s social order
have already melted!

And when we turn to the pagan nations, we
~ find that the same melting process is relentlessly
destroying their former world also. In Japan the
emperor is no longer a ‘god’ to be worshipped and
obeyed. In fact, he now has little to say, even in
the civil affairs of the nation. Like the royalty of
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England, he has been reduced to the status of a
mere figurehead, the symbol of a passing era.

MANY ELEMENTS

This present evil world, as Paul described it, is
made up of many elements, both civil and relig-
ious. They are not all evil. To the extent that the
ethical standards of the Bible have been upheld in
the religious control of the people, they have bene-
fited thereby—both the rulers and the ruled.
When Paul speaks of it as an ‘evil world’ he means
that in the overall picture, evil predominates.

In this ‘world’ there are the labor element, the
capital element, the social element, the political
element, the various religious elements—pro-
fessed Christians and the present heavens—the
business element, the financial element, and
others. It requires no special discernment today
to realize that damaging friction exists between
these various elements, and that they have, to a
considerable extent, lost their former cohesion
for one another which, prior to 1914, held the
world together.

Both internationally and nationally, in the com-
munities, and in the homes of the people, there is
a trend toward looseness in obedience to former
restraints and laws. International law is flouted
under the slightest pretext. National governments
forget their promises and responsibilities, and this
example of infidelity reaches into communities,
causing the masses gradually to lose respect for
the religious restraints and civil laws which once
they gladly obeyed.

There are noble exceptions to this trend. We are
merely describing the general developments, and
these are following essentially the same pattern
the world over. In this country and in Europe the
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churches, both Catholic and Protestant, are mak-
ing strenuous efforts to hoid back the tide of unbe-
lief and godlessness, but on the whole, with mea-
ger results.

HEAVENS SHAKEN

Among the many ‘signs’ which Jesus gave of
the time of his return and the end of the age was
that “the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”
(Luke 21:24-26) He foretold that as a result of
this, fear would fill the hearts of the people. How
true this is proving to be! If the people of all na-
tions today believed that the religious elements of
society could, through wholesome religious guid-
ance, settle the outstanding problems of the na-
tions, how quickly their fears would be allayed!

But they know that this is not possible. They
know, for example, that the former communistic
world had no respect at all for the religious con-
cepts of the free world, and even in their present
conditions they are a law unto themselves and
heed not the restraints of western religious ethics.
As far as they are concerned, the powers of the
symbolic heavens have indeed been shaken. To a
lesser extent is this true elsewhere in the world.

Outstanding groups of churchmen and women
pass resolutions indicating what they think the
governments of their respective countries should
do in various situations, but the governments pay
little or no attention. In the United States a large
percentage of the people belong to one or another
church, but only a few attend church services with
any degree of regularity. In other countries, the
situation is equally discouraging from the stand-
point of the religious leaders.

We are calling attention to this dark plcture
not to criticize, nor to condemn the churches for
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failure; we are merely calling attention to facts
which are fulfilling the Bible’s prophecies of
events which were to occur at the end of the age,
immediately preceding the establishment of the
divinely promised ‘new heavens and new earth’.

Since the development. of nuclear weapons for
the destruction of cities and nations, wonderful
strides are being made in the constructive use of
modern inventions. In the field of nuclear energy,
for example, a way has been discovered by which
this energy renews itself, thus becoming practi-
cally inexhaustible. However, it has not been made
practical or economical. This might well be in
preparation for the blessings God has in store for
the people in his new social order.

Medical science has also made phenomenal pro-
gress. This, to some extent, is reflected in the
greatly increased average length of human life. In
America that average is now more than seventy
years, whereas at the turn of the century it was
just a little over thirty years. This does not mean
that man will, by himself, find a way to live for-
ever. The secret of life is held under divine con-
trol, and the blessing of everlasting life will reach
the people only through the institution of the
‘new heavens and new earth’ which God has
promised. But, we believe, the LORD is permitting
man to some extent to prepare the way for these
blessings.

And how manifold they will be! Peace—univer-
sal and everlasting—will be one of them. Jesus,
the Ruler supreme in that new social order, died
for his subjects in order that he might offer them
health and life. He will rule, not over a dying race,
but over a race which will be given an opportunity
to be restored to perfection, mentally, morally, and
physically, and to live forever.
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But why, someone may ask, is that new king-
dom, that new social order, described in the
prophecies as a ‘new heavens and a new earth’? It
is for the same reason that the world before the
Flood and this present evil world are thus sym-
bolically described, for God’s new world will also
have its spiritual and material aspects. Christ and
his church—who are promised that if they now
suffer with him they will also reign with him—will
be the spiritual rulers, the personnel in the new
heavens—the source of religious control in that
new world, for the blessing of all families of earth.

They will exercise their ruling authority
through human representatives. These will be the
resurrected ancient prophets, and other worthy
ones of those past ages. (Hebrews, chapter 11) To
begin with, these will be the ‘new earth’, as it
were. But gradually all the willing and obedient of
mankind will become associated with these
‘princes’ in a social order of peace and righteous-
ness.—Ps. 45:16

As the psalmist explains, these princes are to be
those who formerly were considered the ‘fathers’
in Israel. Concerning their position in God’s new
world, Jesus said that the people would come from
the east, west, north, and south, and would “sit
down” with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all
the prophets. (Luke 13:28,29) This indicates that
these ‘princes’ will be recognized by all mankind
as their teachers under Christ.

The spiritual and human phases of the kingdom
of Christ—the new heavens and the new earth—
are also symbolically described as ‘Zion’ and ‘Jeru-
salem’. The Prophet Isaiah uses this symbolism,
saying, “Many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us
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of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.”—Isa. 2:3

It will be because these righteous laws will be
made known to the people and enforced, that
righteousness will predominate in the promised
new heavens and new earth. Internationally, this
will result in beating “swords” into “plowshares,”
and “spears” into “pruninghooks,” for “nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”—Isa. 2:4

Individually, it will mean that every man will sit
‘“under his vine and under his fig tree,” and “none
shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the
LORD of hosts hath spoken it.” (Mic. 4:4) Dwelling
under ‘vine’ and ‘fig tree’ suggests economic secu-
rity and prosperity. Now the world is filled with
fear of the future, but then none will be afraid, for
all will realize that a new social order has been set
up in which the divine Christ is the center, the
Ruler, the Everlasting Father, and the Prince of
Peace.—Isa. 9:6,7

In our text, the Apostle Peter refers to God’s
promise of a ‘new heavens and a new earth’. This
promise is recorded by the Prophet Isaiah, and
reads: “Behold, I create new heavens and a new
earth: and the former shall not be remembered,
nor come into mind. . . . There shall be no more
thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath
not filled his days: for the child shall die an hun-
dred years old; but the sinner being an hundred
years old shall be accursed. And they shall build
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree
are the days of my people, and mine elect shall
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make them long enjoy the work of their hands.”—
Isa. 65:17-22, Marginal Translation in part

On the Isle of Patmos, the Apostle John saw the
fulfillment of this promise, in vision. While the
original promise declares that in the new heavens
and new earth there shall be no more ‘an infant of
days’, John was given a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of this by the assurance that “there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the for-
mer things are passed away.”—Rev. 21:1-4

Let us, then, continue to look for the promised -
new heavens and new earth. It is this government,
this kingdom, alone, that will solve the present
perplexing problems of a sin-cursed and dying
race. With this hope before us, we will understand
the meaning of events which are causing the ele-
ments to melt with fervent heat, and we- will not
be alarmed over the outcome. Indeed, as Jesus
admonished, we will lift up our heads, knowing
our “redemption [deliverance] draweth nigh.”—Luke
21:28 |

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

JULY 4—“Who hath believed our report? and to whom
is the arm of the LORD revealed?”’—Isaiah 53:1 (Z.
99-:10,11 Hymn 156) A ‘

JULY 11— “Whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not, .
..but keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him
not.”—I John 5:18 (Z. ’99-58 Hymn 368)

JULY 18—“In the last days perilous times shall come.
Men shall be traitors, heady, . . . lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God.”—II Timothy 3:1,4 (Z.’99-102 Hymn
124)

JULY 25—“There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save

and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?”—
James 4:12 (Z.°99-139 Hymn 129)
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIES

LESSON FOR JULY 7

CELEBRATING THE
GIFT OF LIFE

KEY VERSE: “How many are your works, O LORD! In
wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.”—Psalm 104:24, New International

Version

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Psalm 104:24-34

NVIRONMENTALISTS OF

TODAY have sought to
draw mankind’s attention
to the beauties and intrica-
cies of nature, marveling at
the interdependence of the
species. The Biblical writ-
ers were also keenly aware
of nature, but viewed it
with an awe and reverence
that is today mostly over-
looked. Martin Luther
once wrote that “God
writes the Gospel not in
the Bible alone, but on
trees, and flowers and
clouds and stars.” Today’s
lesson from Psalm 104 em-
phasizes the reasonable-
ness and necessity of
understanding the wonder

18

of God’s creation, and giv-
ing praise and thanks for
this wonderful gift.

We often dwell on the
size and majesty of the
stars, the oceans, the de-
serts, or the mountains
when considering the won-
der of God’s creation, but
in today’s Key Verse, the
psalmist draws our atten-
tion to the infinite variety
of God’s creation: “The sea
is teeming with creatures
beyond number.” (vs. 25)
How incredible, for exam-
ple, that scientists have
identified more than
300,000 varieties of beetles
alone! The psalmist saw all
these as wondrous gifts
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from God. Even the dread-
ed leviathan is seen as
good, formed to “frolic” in
the sea. (vs. 26) All of this
is a revelation of the won-
der of God’s power, and a
reason for praising God.

God is not only the Crea-
tor of these multitudes of
creatures, he is also their
sustainer. While many
would look at nature and
see a struggle for survival,
David sees them “look to
you [God] to give them
their food at the proper
time. When you give it to
them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good
things.” (vss. 27,28) David
saw all nature this way, a
tender relationship be-
tween God and all crea-
tures, where God makes
sure that all have what
they need to survive. This
care for his creation is an-
other demonstration of his
great love for us.

We are told in verse 29
that all creatures are terri-
fied when God hides his
presence, and “when you
take away their breath,
they die and return to the
dust.” This fact was first
stated in Genesis 2:7 in de-
sceribing the creation of
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Adam. “The LORD God . . .
breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life.” Without
God’s breath of life, none of
the animals, nor man,
could exist. And thus we
know that life is dependent
upon God.

Continuing, David de-
scribes the earthquake and
the volcano, beholding
them not as terrifying dis-
asters, but simply as two
more examples of God’s
awesome power. God
merely has to look at the
earth to cause an earth-
quake, or touch the moun-
tain to cause a volcano. (vs.
32) This power and love
demonstrated by God as
the Creator and sustainer
of life leads the psalmist to
a deep reverence: “1 will
sing to the LORD all my life;
I will sing praise to my God
as long as I live. May my
meditation be pleasing to
him, as I rejoice in the
LORD.”—vss. 33,34

We look upon all crea-
tion as instruments of
God’s love and see the glo-
ry of God in everything.
Our meditation becomes
more deep and sincere as
we strive to show our ap-
preciation for the Creator
and sustainer of life. |
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LESSON FOR JULY 14

REMEMBER PROMISES
AND COMMITMENTS

KEY VERSE: “Give thanks to the LORD, call on his
name; make known among the nations what he
has done.”—Psalm 105:1, New International Version

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Psalm 105:1-11,43-45

T HAS BEEN said that he

who has no knowledge of
past failure is doomed to
repeat itin the future. Sub-
sequently, history is the
foundation on which civili-
zations and cultures are
built, founded on collective
memories.

The people of Israel
were especially sensitive to
their historical memories
because their understand-
ing of God was based more
on the recollection of God’s
deeds than on doctrinal
statements. They were re-
peatedly called upon to re-
member the covenant God
had made with their ances-
tors, and to recall their
many experiences of divine
deliverance. These recol-

20

lections of God’s promises
served to lift their faith and
sustain them through diffi-
cult ordeals, while memo-
ries of their own human
commitmerits helped keep
them faithful—particu-
larly in prosperous
times—when they might
forsake God. ‘
Promises and commit-
ments go hand .in hand.
Under their covenant with
God, Israel had received
many generous promises;
now they were expected to
respond with a dedication
worthy of such kindness.
Psalm 105 is a covenant
song to God’s. chosen peo-
ple—a call to remember
that God in his mercy had
reached out and blessed Is-
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rael when they had little to
offer in return. This mem-
ory was to bring the people
to praise God as stated in
verse 2: “Sing to him, sing
praise to him; tell of all his
wonderful acts.”

Psalm 105 is an exuber-
ant expression of thanks-
giving to God combined
with an equally strong call
to commitment that is
based on one command—
“Remember!” By inspiring
the people to give thanks,
sing and seek the LORD, the
psalmist let them know

that they would find a rea-

son for such a celebration if
only they would remember
the mighty acts that God
had - performed. Likewise,
the church during the
Gospel Age has been in-
structed to recall Jesus’
sacrifice by partaking year-
ly of his memorial emblems
—with the instructions,
“Do this in remembrance
of me.” (I Cor. 11:24,25)
We, like the people of Is-
rael, find reason to cele-

brate by first remembering

Jesus’ sacrifice, and then
calling to mind God’sfaith-
fulness in our lives. Just as
God was active in the his-
tory of Israel, we see evi-
dence of his guiding hand
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in our lives to provide the
necessary exposure to ad-
versity which will develop
us as the sons of God.

The Psalmist David re-
calls Israel’s exodus from
Egyptian bondage and how
they went out with joy and
with singing, and so this
psalm concludes with a call
to joy. When Israel passed
through the Red Sea,
Miriam led them with a
timbrel (Exod. 15:20,21),
and when the Ark of the
Covenant was recovered

*from the Philistines, David

led the way with dancing.
(I Chron. 16:8-22) Truly
we share with natural Is-
rael a faith of joy. When we
remember God’s promises
and commitments, we sing

-—confident that he will

perform all that he has
promised.—Rom. 4:21
And when we remem-
ber, we do so not for our
own comfort or pleasure,
but to keep the statutes of
God. For Israel this meant
obeying the Law. For us it

 means living up to our cov-

enant of sacrifice by devel-
oping the fruits and graces
of the Holy Spirit. “If we
live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit.” —Gal.
5:25 |
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LESSON FOR JULY 21

WHEN TROUBLE COMES

KEY VERSE: “The LORD is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit.”—Psalm 34:18, New International Version

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Psalm 34:2-10,18-22

ODAY’'S LESSON AD-
DRESSES a question
asked since the beginning
of time: “What can we do
when trouble comes?”
Since none are immune to
the pains and suffering of
this world, how should we
act when we are afflicted?
And what can we expect
from God in times of hard-
ship? The psalmist, in
Psalm 34, instructs us
along these lines from his
own personal experience.
As it should be in all our
experiences, David begins
by praising God. “My soul
will boast in the LORD; let
the afflicted hear and re-
- joice. Glorify the LORD
with me; let us exalt his
name together.” (vss. 2,3,
NIV) The boasting men-
tioned here has nothing to
do with the writer, but
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clearly explains that every-
thing associated with
righteousness comes from
God. The Prophet Jere-
miah put it this way: “Let
him that glorieth glory in
this, that he under-
standeth and knoweth me
[God].” (Jer. 9:24) 1t is this
knowledge and under-
standing of God that al-
lows us to go beyond the
praise of God and under-
stand the purpose of our
afflictions.

How often have we
heard of people who have
had a narrow escape from
death—or an especially dif-
ficult trial in life—say that
the experience changed
their lives, that they would
henceforth live a more
righteous and meaningful
life? The psalmist’s admo-
nition here is to be ready
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for afflictions and to be
rightly exercised by them.
He is very general in his
description of his affliction
in this psalm. And so when
he speaks of his fears, trou-
bles, and wants, he in-
cludes all of us. What do we
do with trouble?

How did David handle
his trouble? He tells us
simply that he “sought the
LORD.” (vs. 4) The first
step in his deliverance was
to be saved from his fears
by coming close to God.
The Apostle Paul ex-
plained it this way in Ro-
mans 12:12: “Rejoicing in
hope; patient in tribula-
tion; continuing instant in
_ prayer.”

Only by staying contin-
ually close to God can we
keep from becoming para-
lyzed by fear as are others.
Our only fear should be that
we might not be pleasingin
following God’s ways of righ-
teousness.

David was also delivered
from shame. (vs. 5) Shame
usually follows trouble be-
cause we tend to worry
what others will think of
us. Shame is something
others impose on us. David
assures us that staying
close to God will deliver us
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from this, also. If we are
sincere in following God’s
ways of righteousness,
there can be no room for
shame from others. “Since
God is for us, who can be
against us?’—Rom. 8:31,
Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott

The psalmist further as-
sures us of God’s continu-
ing care by reminding us
that there are angels en-
camped around us. (vs. 7)
Paul says these are minis-
tering spirits, “sent forth
to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation.”
—Heb. 1:14

Let us not be misled into
thinking these will keep us
from afflictions. Surely there
was an angel with James,
who was killed, just as there
was with his brother, John,
who was delivered. We are
not always protected from
threatening disaster, but
from any injurious or evil
effects therefrom. Like
David, we can be strong
when trouble comes, know-
ing “God is faithful, who
will not permit you to be
tried beyond your ability;
but with the trial, will also
direct the issue, that you
may be able to bear it.”—
I Cor. 10:13, Wilson’s Em-
phatic Diaglott |
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LESSON FOR JULY 28

NEVER ALONE

KEY VERSE: “Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughits.”—
Psalm 139:23, New International Version

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Psalm 139:1-14,23,24

AVID WAS A man of

great passion, who of-
ten approached God for
both guidance and forgive-
ness. He realized that God
was always with him, both
when he was faithful and
when he was not. In to-
day’s lesson we see how
David eventually came to
realize that it was great
news, indeed, that God was
always with him.

God’s attributes can be
referred to in terms of om-
niscience, omnipresence,
and omnipotence; that is,
God is all-knowing, always
present, and all-powerful.
For David, these divine qua-
lities were proven in his ex-
periences. Is God omnis-
cient? Absolutely. God
knew David’s thoughts be-
fore they were on his
tongue. (vs. 4, NIV) Is God

24

omnipresent? Yes, indeed.
David found God every-
where, from the heavens
even unto “hell [sheol].”
(vs. 8) Is God omnipotent?
No question about it.
David knew that even the
darkness could not hide
him, because God makes
the night as bright as day.
—uvss. 11,12, NIV

While we recognize
these attributes of God, we
may sometimes wish it
were not so. Ever since
Adam and Eve sought to
hide from God while God
was seeking them, man-
kind has experienced a
‘hide and seek’ relation-
ship with God. We tend to
seek God most during
times of distress, and hide
during times when we fall
short of the divine stand-
ard. Who has never said in
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their heart, “I wish God
was not watching me now.”

David realized this, and
eventually understood
what a blessing it was to
have God present always.
When he was found in his
transgression, he never
tired of telling how God
found him and took him
back. Jesus celebrated this
same theme when he told
of a shepherd finding a
sheep that had been lost,
and called the whole com-
munity to rejoice with
him. (Luke 15:3-7) David
realized that wherever he
might try to flee from God,
“even there your hand will
guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast.”—Ps.
139:10, NIV

There is a good reason
why God keeps us close.
David said: “You created
my inmost being; you knit
me together in my moth-
er’s womb. I praise you be-
cause ] am fearfully and won-
derfully made; your works
are wonderful, I know that
full well.” (vss. 13,14, NIV)
God knew us before we
knew ourselves, because
he was involved in making
us who we are!

When we envision God’s
complete love for us and
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his continual presence in
our lives, we come to the
realization of the necessity
of praying for his direction
in all our daily affairs, as
David states in our Key
Verse. David knew that
this omnipresent God was
his only guarantee of free-
dom from evil. Though his
presence, at times, might
have seemed oppressive,
David finally concluded
that it was, instead, a con-
stant source of blessing.
Because God knows us
better than we know our-
selves, David asked God to
search him and test him. In
so doing he may have had
some evil ways revealed
that he did not know he
had, which could then be
rooted out. This is much
like David’s earlier plea,
“Cleanse thou me from se-

“cret faults.” —Ps. 19:12

The beauty of this psalm
is in knowing that we are
never alone, and are cared
for so deeply by our Heav-
enly Father! It should be
one of our greatest com-
forts. Like David, we should
not be frightened by God’s
omnipresence in our lives,
but thank him for his con-
stant guidance. What a
marvelous blessing! |
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN SABBATH
KEEPING

“He that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased
from his own works, as God did from His.”

~Hebrews 4:10

HE WORD SABBATH means ‘rest’, and in the in-

spired words of our text the Apostle Paul ex-
plains that the rest, or Sabbath, of a Christian is
similar to the rest which God entered at the conclu-
sion of the six days of Creative work. The Creator
did not cease from his creative activities because of
weariness, for the Prophet Isaiah writes, “Hast
thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?” (Isa.
40:28) As the Christian’s rest is like that of the
Creator’s, it, too, could not mean a ceasing from
activity because of weariness.

Included among the commandments which God
gave to Israel at Mount Sinai was the one which
obligated them to observe every seventh day as a
Sabbath, or rest day, with the explanation that
they were to rest on the seventh day because God
rested on the seventh day. The Jews, to this day,
continue to observe the seventh day of the week
as their Sabbath. The professing Christian world
also observes, in a perfunctory manner, one day in
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seven as a time of rest and recreation, basing the
custom on the command given to Israel, but con-
sidering the first day of the week more appropri-
ate for the purpose in that it also commemorates
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

Some Christians, claiming that the Sabbath was
unscripturally changed from the seventh to the
first day of the week, are very zealous in keeping
the seventh day, claiming that any other course is
very displeasing to God, and may cost the disobe-
dient ones the loss of salvation. The apostle’s ex-
planation in our text that Christian Sabbath-
keeping is an entering into rest similar to that
into which God entered at the close of the sixth
Creative day, would seem to indicate the possibil-
ity that it involves more than merely to refrain
from physical toil on either the first or the sev-
enth day of the week.

We agree that God never authorized anyone to
change the Sabbath of the Decalogue from the
seventh day of the week to the first, but the pro-
priety of observing either one, or both, of these
days seems unnecessary when we accept the New
Testament explanation that the Law given to Is-
rael was intended to be merely a ‘shadow’ of God’s
will as it applies to the followers of Christ. On this
point, Paul says, “Let no man therefore judge you
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day,
or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath Days: which
are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of
Christ.”—Col. 2:16,17

It may be argued that the apostle’s reference to
Sabbath Days means the various holy days ob-
served by the Jews, which also were sometimes
called Sabbath Days. That this is not the thought,
however, seems clear from the fact that he makes
special mention of these other holy days. In keep-
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ing with his usual systematic manner of expres-
sion, Paul first speaks of these yearly holy days,
then the monthly festivals—the new moons—and
finally the weekly rest days. All of these, he claims,
were but ‘shadows’ of ‘things to come’, and that
Christians should not be judged by whether or not
they observe them today.

But did not the LORD, in Exodus 31:16, speak of
the seventh-day Sabbath as a “perpetual cove-
nant”? This is true, but it should be noted that
the LORD uses identical language with respect to
the harvest offering (Lev. 23:14), the Pentecostal
sacrifice (Lev. 23:21), the Day of Atonement (Lev.
23:31,32), and the Feast of Tabernacles. (Lev.
23:41) The same Hebrew word olam, which is
translated “perpetual”’ in the seventh-day refer-
ence, is the word translated “forever” in these
other passages.

The Hebrew word olam may mean everlastlng
where the text so indicates, but it is apparent that
in the passages we have cited it carries the
thought merely of ‘that which lasts to a comple-
tion’. The same word is used in Exodus 29:9,
where we read that the priestly office was given to
Aaron and his descendants “for a perpetual stat-
ute.” That this does not properly mean ‘forever’ is
evident, for Aaron’s family lost the priesthood
nearly two thousand years ago.—Heb. 7:11-14

THE SHADOW OF THE LAW

The Law and its ordinances were shadows, or
illustrations of bigger and better things to come.
This is clearly shown in the New Testament. The
High Priests of Israel were supplanted by Christ,
the true High Priest. The Holiest of the Taberna-
cle pointed forward to the heavenly places in
which Christians now dwell with Christ, and
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heaven itself, where their hope of future glory .is
centered.—Heb. 6:19,20; 9:24; Eph. 2:5,6

When the apostle speaks of the “holy places
made with hands” as being “figures of the true”
(Heb. 9:24), it is well to remember that he in-
cludes in the typical Holiest of all, the “tables of
the covenant.” (Heb. 9:4) In the last verse of He-
brews 8, Paul speaks of this entire typical arrange-
ment as that which “decayeth and waxeth old,”
hence is “ready to vanish away.”

We should not think of any of God’s plans or
works as failing. The Law not only served as a
‘shadow of good things to come’, but also it was a
“schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith.” (Gal. 3:24) This pur-
pose of the Law was admirably served. Those who
learn well this lesson of the Law now realize that
they cannot hope to attain justification by their
efforts to keep the Law, but that, through faith in
Christ and his atoning blood alone, they may enjoy
the privileges of those who come to God through
him.

Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to de-
stroy the Law, or the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil.” (Matt. 5:17) There is a vast
difference between the Law being destroyed, and
the thought of its passing away as a result of ful-
fillment. The law of circumcision was not de-
stroyed when the true circumcision of the heart, of
which it was but a shadow, took its place.—Rom.
2:28,29; Phil. 3:3; Col. 2:11-15

Obviously, therefore, to consider the Law given
through Moses as binding upon the Christian, is
to doubt if Christ has accomplished that for which
he came; namely, to fulfill the Law. True, Chris-
tians should study that Law, and in it they find
jewels of inspired wisdom; but we should study it
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as a shadow of better things to come—things that
are now realities to us—under the leadership of
the Greater than Moses, Jesus Christ.

LAW MAGNIFIED FOR CHRISTIANS

We are not to understand that Christians are
under no law at all. We are under a much higher
law than that which was binding upon the Israel-
ites. Just as we have a better High Priest, and a
better sacrifice than the Jews, so we have a better
law—a law which contains a better Sabbath. The"
Prophet Isaiah foretold that Christ was to “mag-
nify the Law, and make it honorable.” (Isa. 42:21)
The Christian, then, should observe the Law as it
was magmﬁed by Christ.

The Jewish Law said, “Thou shalt not kill.” But
Jesus magnified it by 1ndlcat1ng that hatred of a
brother is equivalent to murder. (Matt. 5:21-28)
How heart-searching this is! How it should make
us realize the importance of keeping our hearts
cleansed from all malice, envy, hatred, and strife.

God’s Law to the Israelites said, “Thou shalt
not steal.” But Christ taught us that we should
not merely refrain from robbing our neighbors,
but be ever ready to share our blessings with
them. Indeed, Christ exhorted that we should be
willing to lay down our lives for our brethren.—
John 13:34; I John 3:16

The Law said to Israel: “Honor thy father and
thy mother.” Jesus said, “Whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is
my brother, and sister, and mother.” (Matt. 12:50)
In keeping with this, Jesus also explained that
those who love their father and mother more than
they love him, are not worthy of him. (Matt.
10:37) Jesus made it plain that those who are fully
consecrated to do God’s will and to follow in his
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footsteps, will consider allegiance to their Heav-
enly Father and to their spiritual brethren as su-
perseding their love toward earthly parents.
Earthly parents should be cherished and loved by
Christian children, but once they reach adulthood
and find the wishes of their parents are contrary
to the will of God, the Christian has no alternative
but to disregard the parents’ wishes.

THE CHRISTIAN’S REST

Noting that Jesus did magnify the Law, we
should look for the manner in which the Scrip-
tures point out a larger application of the Sabbath
Day commandment. In Isaiah 58:13,14, we are
given a comprehensive outline of what the Sab-
bath signifies. Typically, it was a holy day, a day in
which the people of God were not to seek their
own ways, find their own pleasure, nor speak
their own words. Instead they were to honor God
by doing his good pleasure, and speaking his
words. This is true Sabbath-keeping; but the
Christian is to keep the Sabbath in this way not
one day in seven, but all seven days in the week.

Every day the Christian is to “speak as the or-
acle of God.” (I Pet. 4:11) Every day the Christian
must follow the example of Christ who spoke only
those things which the Heavenly Father taught
him. (John 8:28) Every day the Christian should
practice “holy conversation and godliness.” (Il
Pet. 3:11) Every day the Christian should rest
from speaking his own words. Even those words
which are necessary in connection with the rou-
tine affairs of life should be spoken to the glory of
God, not merely on one day of the week, but all

the time.—Col. 3:16,17 (Continued on page 37)
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DAWN PUBLICATIONS .....

TEN-CENT BOOKLETS
ARCHEOLOGY CHRIST’S THOUSAND-
PROVES THE BIBLE YEAR KINGDOM
Designed to increase faith Christ’s reign will bless mankind
COMING BACK ISRAEL IN HISTORY
FROM HELL SOON AND PROPHECY

A new approach to an old sub-
ject (Available in large print)

GOD AND REASON

How God will bring peace

HOPE BEYOND

THE GRAVE

The Bible’s teaching on the soul,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise
GOD’S PLAN

Illustrated by charts

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN
A series of twenty-three lessons

GOD’S REMEDY FOR A
WORLD GONE MAD

A clear and concise presentation
of the doctrine of the kingdom
(Available in large print)
GRACE OF JEHOVAH

God’s appeal is through love

CREATION
Examines the Genesis record

Significance of the present
rebuilding of Israel

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Evidence that it is near

OUR LORD’S RETURN
Reveals the manner and purpose
PARADISE WITHOUT
POLLUTION

God’s solution to man’s prob-
lems

A ROYAL NATION

Deals with British-Israel doc-
trines

SCIENCE AND CREATION
Harmony of Science and the Bi-
ble

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really says

WHEN A MAN DIES
Solves the riddle of death

WHY GOD PERMITS EVIL
A satisfying message of comfort

HOPE—A MESSAGE OF comfort for
those who have lost loved ones in death,
giving assurance that in the resurrection
they will meet their beloved dead. Excel-
lent for mailing. —FREE BOOKLET
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ATONEMENT Shows that life after death is
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Has Christianity Failed? God Has a Plan Do You Know?
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“FRANK AND ERNEST”....

Sundays Unless Otherwise Noted

ALABAMA
Guntersville

WTWX 95.9 fm 6:45 a.m.

ARKANSAS

Little Rock KAAY 1090 6:30 a.m.
KCGS 960 4:30 p.m.

Marshall
CALIFORNIA

Claremont KTSJ 1220 9:45 a.m.
Monterey KNRY 1240 8:30 a.m.
Morro Bay KBAI 1150 7:30 p.m.

San Francisco

KEST 1450 3:30 p.m.

FLORIDA
Jacksonville

WXTL 1010 7:45 p.m.

St. Petersburg

WTIS 1110 5:00 p.m.

GEORGIA

Augusta WGAC 580 8:00 a.m.

ILLINOIS

LaSalle
West Frankfort

WFRX 1300 9:15 am.

INDIANA

Hammond WJOB 1230 8:30 a.m.

LaPorte
WCOE 96.7fm 10:00 a.m.
North Vernon
WKRP 1460 8:00 a.m.
KANSAS
Goodland KLOE 730 7:30 a.m.
KENTUCKY
Bowling Green
WBGN 107.1 fm 8:15 a.m.
Winchester
WINH 1380 10:30 a.m.
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WLFO 1220 9:45 a.m.

MICHIGAN

Detroit WLQV 1500 9:30 a.m.
Fremont WSHN 1500 9:00 a.m.
WSHN 100.1 fm 9:00 a.m.

MISSOURI

Osage Beach
KRMS 1150

NEW JERSEY

Camden (Tues.)
WTMR 800 2:30 p.m.
Salem WJIC 1510 9:45a.m.
WNNN 101.7 fm 9:45 a.m.

NEW YORK

Buffalo WHLD 1270 12:00 noon
New York WOR 710  9:15 p.m.

NORTH CAROLINA

Greensboro (Tues.)
WQMG 1510 3:00 p.m.
Wendell WETC 540 4:45p.m.

OHIO
Cleveland WRKG 1380 7:45 a.m.
PENNSYLVANIA

Pottstown
WPAZ 1370 12:45 p.m.

SOUTH CAROLINA

8:30 am.

Charlestown

WOKE 1340 7:45a.m.
TENNESSEE
Nashville WSM 650 7:45 p.m.
VIRGINIA

Richmond WGGM 820 7:45 a.m.
WASHINGTON

Spokane KAQQ 590  7:00 a.m.

“O send out thy light and thy truth: let
them lead me; let them bring me unto thy
holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.”
—Psalm 43:3
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... . WORLDWIDE RADIO BROADCASTS

CANADA

ALBERTA MANITOBA
Banff CFHC 1340 11:45am. Winnipeg CKJS 810 9:00 a.m.
Brooks CIBQ 1340 8:00 a.m.
Canmore CFNC 1450 11:45am. ONTARIO
Stettler CKFQ 1400 7:45am. St. Thomas
BRITISH COLUMBIA CHLO 1570 10:45 a.m.
Duncan CKAY 1500 10:00 pm. SASKATCHEWAN
Grand Forks North Battleford

CKFG 1340 9:00 a.m. CJNB 1040 7:15a.m.

Qualicum-Parksville Wyburn CFSL 1190 8:45 a.m.
CHPQ 1370 9:30 p.m. Estevan CJSL 1280 8:45a.m.
BRITISH WEST INDIES NIGERIA
Trinidad Radio Trinidad 610 Radio Africa (Thurs.) 7:45 p.m.
10:30 p.m.  PANAMA (Spanish)
CHILE (Spanish) Panama City (F'ri.)
Talcahuno Radio Almirante HOQ 1250  6:15p.m.

Latarre

COSTA RICA (Spanish)

San Jose Radio Sonorara
105.9fm and 700am 6:15 a.m.

MEXICO (Spanish)
Culiacan Ranchera

XECQ 8:30 a.m.
Guadalajara
XEWK 1130  8:30 am.

PERU (Spanish)
Trujillo 105.7fm
9:30 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

PHILIPPINES
Manila (Sat.)
DZAM 1026 kHz 7:15 p.m.
SOUTH AFRICA
Swaziland SWAZI 8:15 p.m.

Commercial Radio 1400 am
Shortwave 49m 6156 kHz

.....THE BIBLE ANSWERS TV PROGRAMS

Sundays at Times Listed

ALABAMA

Birmingham 12 6:30 a.m.
Florence WXFL 6:30 a.m.
Florence F28AP 6:30 a.m.
Huntsville WXFL 8:30 am.
Tuscaloosa 403BF  6:30 p.m.
ALASKA

Sitka KSCT 5:30 a.m
JULY 1996

ARIZONA

Phoenix K23BJ 5:30 am.
Phoenix KBHC 5:30 am.
ARKANSAS

Fort Smith KFDF 6:30 am.
Jonesbor KIEP 8:30 am.
CALIFORNIA

Chico K2210 4:30 am.
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Chico/Redding KO4NV 6:30 a.m.
4:30 a.m.
4:30 a.m.

Los Angeles . TV6
Los Angeles = KPAL
CONNECTICUT
Litchfield CA-05
GEORGIA

Atlanta W34AG
Thomaston CA-10
ILLINOIS

Champaign = W41BL
Chicago WFXV
Rockford WA45AJ
INDIANA

Evansville WJTS
Evansville WBP
Evansville TV24
KANSAS

Wichita KSMI
KENTUCKY
Lexington WOGBC
Lexington W10BM
Lexington WO02BP
Lexington WO7BY
Louisville ~ 406AY
Paducah wQTV
LOUISIANA

Alexandria K47DW
MAINE
Augusta
MARYLAND
Baltimore
MICHIGAN )
Grand Rapids W25BI
MINNESOTA
Minneapolis
MISSISSIPPI

Greenwood WEBU
Greenwood WHCQ

MISSOURI

W67BE

WMJF

K16CQ

Columbia KONQ
Columbia  K11TB
NEW MEXICO

Albuquerque K31CT

36

9:30 a.m.

7:30 am.
9:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.
7:30 am.
8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
8:30 am.

8:30 am.
8:30 a.m.

5:30 am.

NEW YORK
Utica W15AS
NORTH CAROLINA

Greensboro WAUE
Raleigh ~ W67CD
Raleigh/Durham
W34AX
Wilmington WSSN
Wilmington TV 10

OHIO

Cincinnati W80C
Cleveland WOHZ
Columbus WDLR

OKLAHOMA
Joplin/Pitts K43EF
Tulsa KPOC
OREGON

Eugene  KROZ/36

Eugene K44DC
Portland K25EB

PENNSYLVANIA

Harrisburg CA-40

Wilkes Barre WWPS
Wilkes Barre W35AT
Wilkes Barre W47A0
Wilkes Barre ' W65CE

RHODE ISLAND
Providence WRIW
TENNESSEE
Memphis
TEXAS
Amarillo  K23DE
Tyler/Longview KTLN
UTAH

Salt Lake City KSGF
Salt Lake City KVLY

VIRGINIA

Roanoke W48BL
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Washington CA-02

WBII

8:30 am.

8:30 a.m.
8:30 am.

5:30 am.
5:30 am.

9:30 a.m.

9:30 am.

Washington WTMW-14 9:30 a.m.

WISCONSIN

Green Bay - W04CW
LaCrosse KQEG

6:30 a.m.
6:30 a.m.
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(Continued from page 31)

Christians are called to be co-laborers with God
and with Christ. (IT Cor. 6:1; I Cor. 3:9) Our part-
nership in the work of Christ is not, however,
merely a one-day-a-week engagement. It is a full-
time contract. With New Creatures in Christ all
the old things of the flesh have passed away, being
supplanted by the things of God. Yes, every day of
the week is a holy day for Christians, and the
sentiments of their hearts should ever be:

“Take my will and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is thine own;
Thus in me thyself enthrone.”

Christians are never to seek their own pleasure,
but instead are humbly to submit themselves to
God every day, that he might work in them “to
will and to do of his good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13)
Every day the Christian should be so wholeheart-
edly devoted to the doing of God’s will that he will
be “worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith
with power.”—II Thess. 1:11

It is in order that we may cooperate with Christ
in performing the good pleasure of God, that he
has “made known unto us the mystery of his
will.” (Eph. 1:9) God’s will is revealed to us
through the truth of his plan, and thereby we
learn of his purpose to “gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; even in him.” (Eph. 1:10)
We are invited to cooperate in the accomplishment
of this divine purpose, and our ‘all’ should be de-
voted to the doing of God’s will, all the time, and
not only on one particular day of the week.
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This was true of Jesus, our great Exemplar, of
whom it was prophetically written that he de-
lighted to do the Father’s will. (Ps. 40:8) Because
Jesus was so wholeheartedly devoted to the doing
of his Father’s will, it is also written of him that
the pleasure of the LORD would “prosper in his
hand.” (Isa. 53:10) This ‘pleasure of the LORD’ is
shown by the prophet to be the regeneration of
the human race, with which, when accomplished,
and as a result of the “travail” of Jesus’ soul, he
shall “be satisfied.”—Isa. 53:11

GOD’S REST

This brings us back to our text, which declares
that Christians who believe ‘enter into’ God’s
rest, ceasing from their own works, as God did
from his. During the six Creative days—which
were long periods, or epochs, of time—the Creator,
together with his only begotten Son, the Logos,
carried forward the work of Creation. Finally, and
as the crowning feature of the sixth Creative day,
God said to his Son, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.”—Gen. 1:26

God blessed this perfect pair whom he created
to head his earthly dominion, and he said to them:
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish [Hebrew,
‘fill’] the earth, and subdue it.” (Gen. 1:28) From
this it is obvious that God’s pleasure in the crea-
tion of the earth, and man in his own image to
have dominion over it, was that this planet should
be filled with a perfect and happy human family
representing him as rulers of this earthly domain.

38 THE DAWN



But sin and death came, and man was driven
out of his garden home to die. His dominion over
the earth was forfeited, and life itself was lost. We
cannot suppose that anything could interfere with
the good pleasure of God’s will, and the Scriptures
warrant us in this conclusion by revealing the di-
vine plan for the recovery of man through Christ.
This divine plan called for an atoning work
through Jesus, hence he is spoken of as “the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.”—Rev.
13:8

The Creator had, and still has, the utmost con-
fidence in his beloved Son, and so fully entrusted
to him the work of recovering man from his fallen
state that he ‘rested’ from his own work. God did
not cease from any activity which might be neces-
sary in connection with the orderly procedure and
governing of the universe, and this is not what the
Scriptures mean when they say that he ‘rested’ on
the seventh day.

It is the Creative work in respect to this earth,
and man’s position on it, that the Scriptures refer
to when they speak of God’s rest on the seventh
day. As each of the six Creative days were long
periods of time, so also is the seventh day on
which God rested, and, indeed, is still resting; for
the seventh day is not yet ended. By the close of
the seventh day, the good pleasure of God concern-
ing humanity will have prospered to completion in
the hands of Christ. This means that then man
will have been restored—through the process of
regeneration—to all that was lost as a result of
sin.—Matt. 19:28

The beginning and ending of each of the Crea-
tive days of Genesis are described as the ‘evening
and the morning’. The evening was the beginning
of each epoch, and the morning was the close.
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Likewise, the seventh epoch has its ‘evening and
morning’. The evening of this day began amidst
darkness and gloom. Man, the crowning feature of
God’s work in the morning of the sixth day, had
sinned, and divine favor was consequently with-
drawn from him. Death came as a result, and
throughout all the centuries of this ‘long night of
“sin’ of the seventh day, humankind has been walk-
ing through the valley of the shadow of death.
Leeser’s Translation of Psalm 30:5—in which
he makes the sixth verse tell us about this—says:
“His anger is momentary, [but] life is in his favor:
in the evening [cometh] weeping to stay for a
night, but in the morning there is joyful song.”
While weeping and death have continued for more
than six thousand years, yet in God’s sight they
are merely ‘momentary’. ‘Momentarily’ God with-
drew his favor from those whom he had created in
his image, ceasing to deal with them directly; but
at the same time, he set in motion his plan em-
bodying redemption through Christ, by which at-
one-ment between himself and his creatures
would ultimately be reestablished, in the morning,
or close of the seventh day. This will be the last of
the seven thousand-year days of the LORD, or the
end of the Millennial Age.—II Pet. 3:8; Rev. 5:10;
20:6
Having in the evening of the seventh day
turned over to Christ the task of reconciling a lost
world, God rested in full confidence. His beloved
Son, who had served him so faithfully throughout
all the previous six days of Creation, could now be
trusted with the full responsibility of repairing the
damage to that Creative work which had been
caused by the sin of disobedience.

The apostle tells us in our text that God rested
from his own work. The Creative work was his. It
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is true that his only begotten Son collaborated
with him in the work of Creation, but it was
merely as a logos, ‘a mouthpiece’, or ‘represent-
ative’. The responsibility of all that was done was
the Father’s. But with the creation and subse-
quent fall of man, God delegated his Son to be the
executor of the plan of redemption in his own
name. ,

From the fall of man to the First Advent of
Jesus, many promises were made by God which
were to be fulfilled through his Son, but not until
the First Advent of Christ did the actual outwork-
ing of the plan begin. At this point, Jesus enters
prominently into the arrangement, declaring, af-
ter his resurrection, that all power in heaven and
in earth had been given to him. (Matt. 28:18) God
has continued to be interested in the human race,
however. Indeed, by his Spirit he has inspired the
writers of the Bible to reveal his great plan of love
which centers in Jesus, in order that we may
know that he cares for the children of men, even
though his justice demanded the death sentence
because of sin.

The actual outworking of his plan God has en-
trusted to Jesus, thereby ceasing from his own
works. This is the great lesson to us of God’s sev-
enth-day rest. The Jewish Christians, to whom
our text was first addressed, had endeavored to
restore themselves to God’s favor by their own
efforts in keeping the Law. The apostle wanted
them to know that the only sure means of return-
ing to the favor of God, and thus obtaining justifi-
cation to life, was not through the deeds of the
Law, but by belief in Christ. (Rom. 3:20) As God
had entrusted the work of salvation to Christ,
Christians are admonished to do the same, to
cease from their own works, as God did from his.
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If the keeping of the Law justified to life, then
there would be no need for a Redeemer.

How wonderfully, then, is the Law of the Sab-
bath magnified in the Christian’s life. While the
Jew, under the Law, gave one-seventh of his time
to the LORD, the Christian gives seven-sevenths—
all his time and all his powers. To the Israelites
the LORD said, “Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and
reverence my sanctuary.” (Lev. 19:30) God’s sanc-
tuary to Israel, like the Sabbath, was also a
shadow of better things to come. To them the
sanctuary was a place made by human hands, but
the Christian finds his sanctuary wherever he
may be; for now God seeketh those to worship him
who worship him in spirit and in truth. (John
4:21-24) Every place is holy to the Christian. Simi-
larly, every day is a holy day—a Sabbath of rest of
heart and mind in the completed work of Christ.

ANTITYPICAL TABLES OF STONE

Just as God’s rest does not imply idleness on his
part, so the Christian’s rest does not mean that he
ceases from all work. We do cease from our own
work, but in so doing, become coworkers with
Christ. God gave typical Israel an opportunity to
save themselves by their own works. The Law,
which they undertook to keep, was written on ta-
bles of stone. These tablets, like the Law written
upon them, were also shadows of better things to
come. II Corinthians 3:3 reveals what constitutes
the reality of that which the tables of stone fore-
shadowed. From this text we learn that each
member of the church of Christ is being prepared
as an epistle of Christ to appear later with him in
glory, as the typical tables of stone were with
Moses when he appeared in glory to establish the
Old Law Covenant.
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In IT Corinthians 3:3-11, the apostle argues that
because God is now writing the Law of the New
Covenant in the hearts of the followers of Jesus,
the Law which was the basis of the Old Covenant
has ‘passed away’. He shows that the church has a
hope of future glory with Christ, as able ministers
of the New Covenant, and that this was foreshad-
owed by the tables of the Law accompanying
Moses in the inauguration of the Old Covenant.

What a wondrous magnifying of the whole Law
is apparent by the manner in which Christians are
invited to be co-laborers with Christ. It does not
mean, however, that it is a sin to refrain from
secular work one day in seven, whether it be the
first or the seventh day of the week. It does mean
that even our necessary secular work is to be car-
ried on to the glory of God.

The fact that Jesus and the apostles, all of
whom were Jews, used golden opportunities of
witnessing the Gospel message in synagogues on
the Sabbath Day, does not mean that they thereby
mandated the keeping of the seventh day as
obligatory to Christians. Prior to the death of Je-
sus, it was necessary for the disciples, as Jews, to
keep the Sabbath Day. Jesus, the perfect Law-
keeper, also observed the Sabbath. However, in his
answers to critics concerning the good work of
healing the sick on the Sabbath, he said that hith-
erto the Father had worked on the Sabbath and
now he was working, hinting at the larger mean-
ing of the Sabbath which was soon to be revealed
for the guidance of his followers.

And so it is that Christians today have the
privilege of co-laboring with Jesus on the Sabbath
Day, the larger Sabbath Day during which the
Heavenly Father is entrusting to his Son the out-
working of his plan. We work under the leadership
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

PRIDE-
ITS MANIFESTATIONS

RIDE IS A poisonous manifestation of selfishness.
It is, as someone has well said, ‘selfishness gone
to seed’. Every Christian should be on the alert to
resist the encroachment of pride, because to what-
ever extent it is permitted to influence our thoughts
and actions, it will blight our peace and joy in the
LORD, and distort our every outlook in keeping with
its own ugly form.
One manifestation of pride is undue regard for
‘self. Paul speaks of it as thinking more highly of
one’s self than is warranted—than one ought to
think. Self-esteem manifests itself in many and
unsuspecting ways. It may prevent one from ac-
cepting the truth from a humble source; and by
the truth we mean not only the doctrines relating
to the divine plan, but details of truth on any and
all subjects. It is so easy for any of us to be wrong,
even in the everyday things of life, that we should
be willing to be corrected no matter from what
origin the correction may come.
If a person hesitates to seek advice for fear that
it may reveal his own lack of knowledge, it is a
sign of pride. In the world, the men and women
who are the most successful are those who seek
the advice of others, especially in fields with which
they are not too well informed themselves. This is
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still more applicable to the Christian life. Our un-
derstanding of the truth of God’s Word is less
likely to be complete if we are unwilling to take
into consideration the viewpoints of others of like
precious faith. That is the reason it is so essential
that we meet together for mutual study and fel-
lowship. )

Undue contention in presenting our views may
be -a manifestation of pride. The truth is such a
bulwark of strength against error that we do not
need to be contentious in its use. To be overly
concerned about a point may indicate that what
we are presenting is partly our own view, rather
than God’s, and our pride is causing us to be con-
tentious in its presentation. If such is the case,
then pride will cause us to be very reluctant to
change our opinion; that is, to admit that we are
wrong even when the truth is apparent.

This self-esteem manifestation of pride also
may cause us to resent reproof, even though the
reproof may have been deserved and necessary.
On the other hand, a Christian who is properly
humble before the LORD, and before his brethren,
will not resent reproof, even though it may not
be merited. Elders of the church should be spe-
cially on guard along this line; for unless they are,
pride may ruin their usefulness as servants of the
brethren. If an elder resents having his thoughts
called into question by even the humblest member
of the ecclesia, it is a sign of undue self-esteem,
and he should take the matter in hand before he is
slain by the monster. This is true, even as the
Apostle Paul has said: “In lowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than themselves.”—Phil.
2:3

Elders are servants of the Heavenly Father’s
people, and it is not fitting for servants to resent
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questioning by those whom they serve. If there is
any doubt in the mind of a brother, or sister, as to
where one of their servants, or would-be servants,
stands, with respect to doctrine and practice, it
behooves that servant to display the greatest of
patience and painstaking care to make his position
clear. A refusal to do this may represent a lack of
true humility before the LORD, and before the
brethren.

Self-esteem also sometimes manifests itself in
the habit of interrupting others when they are
talking. This may not always be the cause for such
rudeness; sometimes it is just a plain case of nerv-
ousness. But if we find ourselves constantly inter-
rupting others in order that we may talk our-
selves, it could easily be that inwardly we think
that what we have to say is more important than
what the other person is saying. Such would repre-
sent undue self-esteem.

A willingness to listen to others is one of the
evidences of true humility, and is of prime impor-
tance to our growth in grace and knowledge. The
lowliest saints of God, from the standpoint of edu-
cation and ability, may often express thoughts
which are golden nuggets of truth, more valuable,
perhaps, than a whole discourse by one more tal-
ented. If we are not listening when these thoughts
are expressed, we lose them; hence we lose the
blessings that would accrue from them.

If we are not humble enough to listen to our
brethren, we could easily become proud enough
not to listen to the Almighty One. God speaks to
us through his Word. If we go to his Word merely
to find that which will bolster up an idea which we
have developed in our own minds, it means that
we are not truly listening to the Heavenly Father,
but misusing his Word to satisfy the desires of our
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own self-esteem. Let us be on the alert, dear
brethren, to note the slightest manifestation of
pride along this line, and in prayer before the
LORD ask him to help us to be free from it. Or, as
Peter has advised, “Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time.”—I Pet. 5:6

SOCIAL PRIDE

Social distinctions among the brethren are,
thank God, pretty well broken down, but the spirit
of pride which was responsible for fastening the

" ungodlike theory of class distinctions upon the un-
happy world is still apt to manifest itself among
the brethren. We may, for example, find ourselves
seeking the fellowship of only the better educated
and talented among the brethren, and ignoring
those whom we consider not to be of ‘our kind’. If
we find any such tendency to be influencing us, we
may be sure that the grace of God has not yet
taken as full control of our lives as it should.

There is also danger that we may develop what
might be called a ‘spiritual class distinction’ com-
plex. That is, we may wish to fellowship with only
those whom we consider to be as ‘well developed’
spiritually as we consider ourselves to be. Some-
times a fear is expressed that newly interested
brethren coming into -the church may spoil our
deep fellowship. This is to our shame, and is un-
like the spirit manifested by the Master. If we feel
that we are well-developed spiritually, let us re-
joice in whatever privileges we may have in help-
ing others to the same condition. If we do not
rejoice in helping the weak, it is a very good sign
that our own development is not as rounded out
as it should be. :
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While it is true that Jesus seemed to regard
some of his apostles more affectionately than oth-
ers, this does not mean that he did not love them
all, and was not glad for every opportunity he had
of being with them all, and serving them. In our
truth association there will be those to whom we
are drawn more than to others, but this does not
mean that we should ignore any of the brethren,
and not rejoice in every privilege we have of being
with them and enjoying their fellowship. There
should be no cliques among God’s people—“All ye
are brethren.”—Matt. 23:8

APPROBATIVENESS

Too great a desire to be well thought of by the
brethren may manifest itself in various ways. One
may hesitate to speak, read, or pray in meetings.
To onlookers this may seem to be a display of
humility, yet, actually, it could be on account of
fearing criticism if a mistake is made. We might
decide that it is better not to give a testimony at
all than to give a poor one which would give the
brethren the thought that we are not very good at
giving testimonies. Pride, in a very subtle form,
could be ruling our hearts.

We may have an ambition to lead. The apostle
says that one who desires the office of a bishop, or
elder, desires “a good work.” (I Tim. 3:1) To have
a desire to bless others through leading meetings,
etc., is not, in itself, an evidence of pride, but it
does expose those so disposed to the dangers of
pride. We can check ourselves in this connection
by noting our own attitude when others are
speaking or leading meetings. Do we feel like stay-
ing away from meetings if we are not leading? Or,
if present, are we uneasy and not paying attention
to what is being said, all the while thinking to
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ourselves that we could bring out the thoughts in
a much better way than is being done? If we thus
muse, let us beware—pride is gaining the ascen-
dancy and, if encouraged, will cause our downfall.

Along this same line, pride will hinder us from
rendering faithful service unless we can be fore-
most in affairs. One who is truly humble will be
just as happy to serve as a deacon as he is to serve
as elder. Indeed, he will be happy to serve in every
way possible even though the ecclesia does not
recognize his service, or confer any office upon
him. For some reason the idea. of preaching has
taken on altogether too important an aspect in the
minds of many of the LORD’s people, with the re-
sult that, at times, brethren may get the idea that
if they cannot be foremost in the service along this
line they are being neglected and ostracized. If we
find ourselves feeling that way about it, let us be-
ware.

From the LORD’s standpoint, the brother or sis-
ter who serves faithfully even in an obscure way,
and who does not, therefore, receive the praise of
the brethren, is just as honorable as those who are
out at the forefront—perhaps even more so. At
least, there is less danger that such service is ren-
dered, in part, because of the expressions of appre-
ciation by the fellow-workers. It is most- proper
that we afford every encouragement to those who
serve. But how nice it would be to accord those
who serve unheralded and unsung, a little more
attention along this line. They deserve it; and if
they continue to be faithful in that which is least,
surely rich blessings will be theirs in the kingdom,
whether or not we recognize and appreciate their
service now. _

Another possible manifestation of pride is the
disposition to talk too much about one’s humility,
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as though our friends would not know we were
humble unless we told them! Humility does not
need to be advertised. Like the fragrance of a
beautiful rose, its presence is manifested without
the necessity of special attention being called to it.
The rose does not need to say: “How sweet is my
perfume!” nor does a truly humble Christian need
to call attention to his humility.

If we discover, then, that we are fearful that
anyone will not recognize our humility, and feel
that we have to call their attention to it, it is a
sign that we have more approbativeness then we
thought. Of course, no one would actually say to
others: “See how humble I am?” No, the flesh
finds more clever ways of advertising its feigned
humility than that. A brother might get up on the
platform to speak, and open his discourse by say-
ing that he did not understand why he was there,
for there were others who could serve so much
better. The chances are, that if the brother really
felt that way about it, he would have seen to it
that he was not there. This might not necessarily
be the case, but it could be, so deceitful is the
human heart, and so desperately wicked. True hu-
mility will cause one to serve as well as possible in
whatever position in the LORD’s providences he
may find himself, without making apologies, ex-
cuses, and explanations.

- Another habit which might represent the spirit

of approbatlveness is that of constantly referring
to what “I said,” or “I did.” “So-and-so asked me
such-and-such, ‘and my answer was thus-and-so,”
is an attitude we will do well to avoid. Deep down
in our hearts, referring to matters of this kind
may be a desire to let the friends know that we
are very brilliant, and in such high standing with
God that our advice in spiritual matters is con-
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stantly sought. We say it “might” display some-
thing of this kind. In any case, it is well to be on
guard.

Another good test of humility is to note our atti-
tude when others get credit which may properly
belong to us. An interesting thought concerning
some passage of Scripture may be under discus-
sion. The thought may be based upon a suggestion
that came from us. Do we ‘itch’ to let the brethren
know this; or are we happy simply in the knowl-
edge that they are being blessed as a result of our
efforts? Right along this line it is well to scrutinize
the motives of our every word and deed.

In our association with the brethren, opportuni-
ties are constantly arising for rendering a little
assistance here and there, by kind words and
deeds. If, when we do these things, we look to see
whether or not they were noticed, it means that a
little bit of pride is still left in our hearts. ‘Playing
to the gallery’, as the thought is expressed in mod-
ern language, will never get us into the kingdom.

Along this line of seeking approval from our
friends for what we do, is the other test of what
our attitude is when someone else is compli-
mented, and we are ignored. Do we resent this,
instead of rejoicing in it? This is a heart-searching
test, yet by it we are able to measure our growth
in humility and to determine whether or not we
have reached the point where we are able actually
to esteem others as being better than ourselves,

and are therefore glad to see them put forward.—
Phil. 2:3

MORE OBSCURE EVIDENCES OF PRIDE

Although the habit of “foolish talking, or jest-
ing,” as mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Ephe-
sians 5:4, is generally looked upon by the brethren
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as merely a waste of time, yet it could manifest a
spirit of approbativeness in that one may seek to
draw attention to himself and his brilliance
through his ability to make the brethren laugh. In
such an event, the motive back of the jesting
would be a whole lot more detrimental to the
brother than the jesting itself. A humorous play
on words, if wholesome and harmless, may help to
relieve nervous tension; but, if prompted by appro-
bativeness, it will do serious injury to any Chris-
tian indulging in it.

Just as one may hold back from giving a testi-
mony for fear of making a mistake and having his
pride injured, so a Christian may seek to give a
very eloquent testimony in order to display his
ability. Here again, approbativeness would be dis-
played. To make sure that love, zeal, thankfulness,
sincerity, etc., are the motives that prompt us in
speaking, it is well to ask ourselves questions. “Is
it my desire to speak only to praise the Heavenly
Father? Am I truly seeking to be clothed in humil-
ity? Am I depending wholly on the LORD’s
strength to help me speak? Do I really sense my
own weakness?”

Pride may also be manifested in our characters
by a reluctance to distribute the message of the
kingdom, for fear our friends and neighbors might
see us, and on account of it not think so well of us.
Then again, does pride in any way hinder us from
firmly, freely, and gladly acknowledging our belief
in God’s plan, no matter who may ask us? Or are
we just a little bit ashamed of being a Bible stu-
dent? Are we reluctant about being seen associat-
ing with God’s people; or do we rather own them
as our friends wherever and whenever we may be
seen with them? In these ways, also, we may check
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to determine the degree to which pride rules our
hearts.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Success in life, whether connected directly or
indirectly with the LORD’s service, proves a test to
our humility. If we have, by God’s grace, learned
to do something well, how anxious are we to dis-
play our ability? Do we become fretful, and as-
sume a persecuted attitude, when we imagine
someone is holding us back? If so, it is well to
realize that it is probably God who is holding us
back until we have learned well the lesson of hu-
mility. If our ambitions or plans are frustrated, let
us not blame this brother or that sister, but real-
ize that all our brethren on earth could not keep
from us that which the Heavenly Father wishes us
to enjoy. .

When we maintain this proper viewpoint of our
relationship to God, and of his watchcare over our
highest spiritual interest, we will be greatly
helped along the road to true humility. If our am-
bitions are checked we will search our hearts, and
inquire of the LORD for the reason why, instead of
blaming the brethren and becoming embittered
toward them. Perhaps the brethren may be wrong
in their dealings with us; if so, that is something
with which God must deal. Of this we can be sure,
that our own position in the matter could only be
possible through the LORD’s permission. And our
faith in his watchcare should enable us to believe
that he will permit nothing to happen in our lives
but what will be for our highest spiritual welfare.
In this let us rejoice. ‘

The same viewpoint holds true even though our
brethren in Christ may not be involved. In the
business world, at our work in the factory, or the
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office, we may seem to be held back from doing
things which we aspire to do, and which we be-
lieve we have the ability to do. If this be the case,
let us not blame our competitor, our foreman, our
office manager, or our fellow worker. Let us,
rather, as in our association with our brethren,
seek to ascertain what lessons the LORD may have
for us in our experiences. If they accomplish noth-
ing more than to keep us humble before God, they
are very valuable, indeed. But if we become embit-
tered toward those whom we imagine to be re-
sponsible, we have failed in the test.
Some of us may have imaginary accomplish-
ments, and these cause more trouble than real
"accomplishments. Real accomplishments often
represent years of patient toil and trials and tests
in the school of Christ, hence the cost of attain-
ment should be a counterbalance to keep the
Christian who has attained humble. On the other
hand, mushroom-like development of ability, real
ability, unaccompanied by development along
other lines, requires the possessor to especially
guard against a lack of humility. But if one’s at-
tainments are only imaginary, then the danger is
truly great. Such an one may prove to be a great
trial to many of God’s people. Seemingly, there is
always someone to sponsor the cause of a brother
who imagines he is being persecuted by the breth-
ren. Thus his pride is further encouraged, and his
overcoming made the harder. Paul said: “Let noth-
ing be done through . . . vainglory; but in lowli-
ness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves. Look not every man on his own things
[accomplishments], but every man also.on the
things [accomplishments] of others.”—Phil. 2:3,4
We may have heard the fable of the bird which

tried to make an impression by wearing borrowed
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feathers. We may be tempted to do this along
spiritual lines. We may reason that we wish to
serve the truth in the best way possible, hence to
use the material of others, permitting the breth-
ren to believe that it is our own. The friends may
say, as they have said of various ones in the past,
“What a talented brother!” The friends no doubt
received a blessing, but the brother’s blessing
would have been greater had he presented his
own, though inferior outline, or else told the
brethren the source of the thoughts he was pre-
senting. The point in this is that the desire to get
ahead among the brethren, which is a form of
pride, may lead also to mild forms of deception.

We can check the attitude of our hearts along
this line by carefully scrutinizing the motive of
everything we say and do. For example, it is al-
ways commendable to quote the Bible in proof of
what we believe, whether it be from the platform
or in private conversation. But there is a possibil-
ity of quoting long passages of Scripture merely
for the purpose of parading our knowledge before
our friends. Let us watch ourselves along this line,
and make sure that all we say and do is with the
motive of glorifying the LORD, and not to display
self.

SPIRITUAL ACHIEVEMENTS

It is well to examine ourselves to discover what
progress we have made in overcoming pride.
Along this line, here are a few thoughts for
prayerful consideration:

m Are we truly glad to express approval of any
grace of the Spirit we see manifested in others,
feeling, at the same time, that we have not
reached such a high attainment ourselves?
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® Are we always looking for superior qualities in
others, and happy to acknowledge them when
suitable opportunity offers?

m Have we learned to measure ourselves, not by
ourselves, but by the perfect standard, Christ
Jesus?—II Cor. 10:12

m Are we humble enough not to fear that the
brethren will think we are not humble?

m Are we truly glad to take a back seat while
others are taking a leading part in the service?

m Are we patient and gentle in defending the
truth?

m Do we rejoice when various doctrines of the
truth are repeated for the benefit of learners,
even though we know them ourselves?

m Are we able to enter wholeheartedly into the
comments and prayers of others, even of the
least talented, and not permit them to rankle
us with the feeling that we could do so much
better ourselves?

m Have we developed to the point where we are
not resting on the laurels of past service, but
instead, are rejoicing in the golden opportuni-
ties of the present?

In this whole lesson on pride, Jesus is our pat-
tern. He had all knowledge, all ability—earthly
and heavenly—yet he said that his teachings were
not his, but his Father’s. He said that he could do
nothing of himself, but only as the Father helped
him. His words, Jesus claimed, were not his own,
but the Father’s. In view of this wonderful exam-
ple of humility, how should we walk who once
were sinners, enemies of God, and without any
spiritual knowledge, wisdom, or ability?
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May we, indeed, remember that ‘“before honor
is humility” (Prov. 15:33; 18:12); “before destruc-
tion” is pride (Prov. 16:18,19); and that pride is so
displeasing to God that it is classed with murder,
bearing false witness, and with lying. (Prov.
6:16,17) Let us, then, endeavor to be clothed with
humility and being adorned with this and other
graces of the Spirit, be truly “meet for the Mas-
ter’s use.”—II Tim. 2:21 [ ]

A SWEET SAVOUR UNTO GOD

“We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ.”
II Corinthians 2:15

THE STATEMENT OF the Apostle Paul that it is our privi-
lege to spread abroad “the savour of his [Christ’s] knowl-
edge by us in every place” (II Cor. 2:14), suggests that it
is the message of truth we preach that is the sweet savour
to the LORD’s people with whom we come in contact. But
Paul also says that we are “unto God” a sweet savour of
Christ. How is it possible for us to be this to the great
Jehovah? The Head of the body—our Lord Jesus—al-
ways did the things pleasing to the Father. (John 8:29)
With his beloved Son, he was always well pleased.—Matt.
3:17

We, fallen and imperfect, have by nature nothing
wherewith to commend us to God. But we have been
washed, we have been justified, and by one Spirit have
been baptized and made members of the one body of
Christ. (I Cor. 6:11-13) And now, giving all we have in
obedience to -the Father, we are acceptable in his sight.
Our offerings of prayer, praise, and service, ascend as a
sweet savour from the Golden Altar.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT

QUESTION:

Dear Dawn: When Jesus sent his disciples into
the ministry he told them it would be “more toler-
able for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the
Day of Judgment” than for the cities which did
not receive them. Is not this merely a form of
speech implying that neither the wicked of the
past nor Jewish cities of Jesus’ day which rejected
the message would pass through the Day of Judg-
ment successfully?

ANSWER:

We believe that this language is a straightfor-
ward statement of fact. The general testimony of
God’s Word on this matter indicates that Jesus
meant exactly what he said. Later the Apostle
Paul wrote concerning the unbelieving Jews who
rejected Jesus, that the LORD counted them all “in
unbelief” (Rom. 11:32) that he might “have mercy
upon all.” He also said that the “Deliverer” would
come out of “Sion” and “turn away ungodliness
from Jacob,” and that “all Israel shall be saved.”—
Rom 11:26-32

Jesus knew of the promise God had made
through the Prophet Ezekiel giving assurance that
the Sodomites and the wicked Israelites would be
resurrected, or returned to their ‘former estate’.
The promise reads: “When thy sisters, Sodom and

JULY 1996 ' 59



her daughters, shall return to their former estate,
and Samaria and her daughters shall return to
their former estate, then thou and thy daughters
shall return to your former estate.”—Ezek. 16:55
Verses 48-50 of this chapter describe the sins of
the Sodomites, explaining that they were not so
heinous in God’s sight as were the sins of the Isra-
elites. This is because they had not been favored
with so much knowledge of God’s will. The LORD
says that he took the Sodomites away in death as
he “saw good.” This statement alone clearly indi-
cates that the LORD referred to the Sodomites,
whom he destroyed in the days of Abraham. And it
is these who are to return to their former estate.
Because of the greater advantages enjoyed by
the Israelites, and their failure to respond to
them, the LORD says that they will be a comfort to
the Sodomites. This is because the Israelites, who
sinned against greater light, will be subjected to
more stripes and severer discipline in the Day of
Judgment than will the Sodomites and other hea-
then people who did not sin against so much light.
Probably Jesus had this very statement in mind
when he said it would be more tolerable, or favor-
able, for the Sodomites in the Day of Judgment
than for those who rejected his message after
hearing it. But, as Paul assures us, even these are
to have an opportunity to be saved. [ |

“With joy you will draw water from the
wells of salvation. And you will say in that
day: ‘Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his
name; make known his deeds among the na-
tions. Proclaim that his name is exalted’.”

—Isaiah 12:3,4, RSV
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ENCOURAGING LETTERS

JOY AND
ENCOURAGEMENT

Dear Ones in Christ: We do
so look forward to your
magazine. It brings us such
joy and encouragement!
We thank you all for the
wonderful work you aredo-
ing. May God bless you and
guide your good work.
With Christian love.—TN

CLOSER TO GOD

Dear “Frank and Ernest”:
I heard the tail end of your
WOR radio show last Sun-
day. I am very impressed
with it—it made me feel
very close to God. Please
send me the free booklet,
called: “How God Answers
Prayer?” Sincerely yours.
—NY

A TRUE BLESSING

Dear Dawn Publications: I
am sorry that I cannot af-
ford to send anyone other
than myself your wonder-
ful, inspiring magazine.
Those who have not read
any of them do not under-
stand the inspiration and
help that I have received
from them, but being alone
and on disability hasn’t
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been an easy task, and I
wish that I could do more.
But thank you so very much
for your wonderful work.
You see, you have truly
been a blessing in my life.
Don’t ever stop your work!
Not ever! Sincerely.—VA

WE LOVE YOUR BOOKS

Dear Dawn: I am adding
$5.00 extra to my check for
postage and handling. We
love your books. Where have
you been all of our lives?
Thanks.—AL

EXPLORING

To Whom It May Concern:
I happened to see your TV
program dealing with death.
This is certainly a depar-
ture from accepted Chris-
tian thinking, and I would
be most interested in fol-
lowing up by reading the
booklet you offer free, and
comparing it step-by-
step with your Bible ref-
erences. I thank you for
the offer of “Hope beyond
the Grave.” Perhaps in the
future I will want to con-
tribute to your cause, but
as of now I would just like
to explore a bit first.— TN
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INSPIRING AND
HELPFUL

Dear Personnel of the
Video Cassette Department:
I truly enjoyed this last
convention tape you sent
to me. Again I must tell
you thank you very, very
much for such inspiring
and helpful tapes to do
witness work with out here
in California. I must once
more thank you gratefully
from my heart, truly and
send me more of these
types of tape. Thanks again.
With Christian love.—CA

ORDERS TAPES FOR
HOME-SCHOOL GROUP

To Whom It May Con-
cern: Our home-school
group is currently study-
ing ancient Egypt, and
would like to borrow the
following videotapes:
“The Great Pyramid,” and
“Archaeology Proves the
Bible.” Since we are cur-
rently studying ancient
Egypt, we could use this
film as soon as you can
send it. Thank you for
your time and considera-
tion in lend- ing me these
tapes. I am, Yours very
sincerely —LA

62

BEAUTIFULLY
WRITTEN BOOKS

Dear Dawn Publications:
Please send me the follow-
ing books, and thank you
so very much for these
beautifully written books.
They are so full of under-
standing and truth. You
should be very happy with
your great work for our
Heavenly Father! Could
you please send me the
book, “The Battle of Ar-
mageddon,” and “The Time
is at Hand.” Much thanks.
—VA :

SO CLEAR ANYONE
CAN UNDERSTAND!

Dear Christians: I can
hardly wait for my next
magazine. The articles are
so interesting and bring
out true Bible teachings
so clearly that anyone can
understand them—it is an
eye-opener to the Bible. I
thought that I would send
a renewal subscription to
friends and hope they may
become better Christians
from reading them. I do
thank you from my heart
for introducing the maga-
zine to me. Thank you, and
God bless you all.—IN R
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SPEAKER’S APPOINTMENTS

The speakers listed below are routed through the Pilgrim Depart-
ment of the Dawn. Visits are furnished free upon request. Write to: The
Dawn Pilgrim Dept., East Rutherford, NJ 07073. Visits are arranged
whenever possible.

M. Balko
Alberta, Can. July 27,28

S. Jones
Alberta, Can. July 27,28

The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ec-
clesias cooperating with the Dawn:

J.B. Brown R. Cooper
Vernon, Can. July 13,14 Alberta, Can. July 27,28
D. Bruce K. Fernets
Los Angeles, CA July 6,7 Alberta, Can. July 27,28
C. Chandler : R. Gorecki
Vernon, Can. July 13,14  Los Angeles, CA July 6,7
Alberta, Can. July 27,28 Wm. Harp
P. Cooper Los Angeles, CA July 6,7
Vernon, Can. July 13,14 E.F. Lankford
Alberta, Can. July 27,28 Vernon, Can. July 13,14
OBITUARIES

The following brethren have recently finished their Christian course.
We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the families and friends in
the loss of these dear ones. We appreciate information concerning any
brethren to be included in this list.

Brother Fritz. W. Becker, Fresno, CA—Aprii 19. Age, 79.
Sister Sara Ruggerillo, Chicago, IL—May 8. Age. 76.
Brother Don Thompson, Olympia, WA—May 11. Age 81

“Deep in unfathomable mines of never-failing skill, God
treasures up his bright designs, and works his sovereign
will.” —Hymns of Dawn
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CONVENTIONS

These conventions are listed by request of classes who sponsor them.
So your convention can be placed in these columns in time, make your
request in wriling three months before the date of the convention to:
Dawn Magazine, 199 Railroad Ave., East Rutherford, NJ 07073.

LOS ANGELES, CA., JULY
7—Auditorium, 248 E. Olive
Ave., Burbank. Contact: Mi-
chael Nekora, 1425 Lachman
Ln, Pac. Palisades, CA 90272
(or e-mail nekora@aol.com.).
Phone: (310) 454-5248
OKANAGAN BIBLE STU-
DENTS, July 13,14—Eagles
Hall, 5101 29th Avenue, Ver-
non, BC. For information and
reservations contact Bernice
Blencowe, 5335 Pearson Rd.,
Vernon, BC, Canada V1B 3K8
Phone: (604) 545-0780
BIBLE STUDENTS GEN-
ERAL CONVENTION, July 13-
18—Missouri Western State
College, St. Joseph, MO. Con-
tact: Michael Nekora, 1425
Lachman Ln., Pac. Palisades,
CA 90272 (or e-mail Nek-
ora@aol.com).

Phone: (310) 454-5248
ALBERTA BIBLE STU-
DENTS, July 27,28—Fort
Ethier Lodge, Wetaskiwin,
Alta., Can. Contact: Janice
Neumeier, Box 428, Fox
Creek, Alta. TOH 1PO, Can.

INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION, August 4-9—Miskolc,
Hungary. Write: Interna-
tional Convention, 1425
Lachman Lane, Pacific Pali-
sades, CA 90272 (or e-mail:
nekora@aol.com).

Phone: (310) 454-5248
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KALISPELL/HAVRE/SALT
LAKE CITY CONVENTION,
August 9,10,11—690 Trap
Road, Columbia Falls, MT.
Contact: Marie Lewis, P.O.
Box 7205, Kalispell, MT 59904.
Cancellation deadline: July 10.
Phone: (406) 892-4103
JACKSON LABOR DAY CON-
VENTION, Aug. 31-Sept. 2—
Holiday Inn,I-94 at 127
North, Jackson. Contact: Mrs.
Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashton Rd.,
49203

Phone: (517) 782-7252

NEW YORK LABOR DAY
CONVENTION, Aug. 30-Sept.
1—Ramada Inn, Two Bridges
Rd. & Exit 52, Route 80, Fair-
field, NJ 07006. Contact: Janet
Jeuck, 145 W. Passaic Ave.,,
Rutherford, NJ 07070 for in-
formation and room reserva-
tions. Let us know your atten-
dance for meals by August 18.
Phone: (201) 438-6421

SEATTLE LABOR DAY CON-
VENTION, Aug. 31,Sept. 1,2—
Best Western Lynnwood Inn,
4300-200th St.SW, Lynn-
wood, WA 1-800-775-0805
(reservations must be made
before Aug. 1 to receive group
rate).Contact:Michael Brann,
20 1/2 E.Intercity Avenue,
Everett, WA 98208 (or e-mail:
brannx@aol.com).

Phone: (206) 353-8983
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