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Bowling Green, August 12-19

THE time draws nearer for the 1950 General
Convention, which is to be held on the State Uni-
versity Campus at Bowling Green, Ohio, begin-
ning Saturday, August 12, and closing Saturday,
August 19. Judging from reports already received
from various parts of the country, the attendance
this year will be unusually large. The Convention
Committee, however, has been assured by the uni-
versity officials that accommodations will be ample.

The rate this year will be the same as last;
namely, $15.00 a week for each person, for both
room and meals. This is upon a basis of more than
one in a room. There will be a small additional
charge for those who wish to room alone. Rates for
children will be proportionate to their ages. As-
signments for rooms this year will be made in
advance to those who apply. If you know now that
you are going to the convention—or when you do
know-—write to the secretary for reservations, stat-
ing what your requirements will be. No deposit is
necessary, but be explicit with respect to the accom-
modations you will need. Do not write to the uni-
versity, but to the secretary, Mr. Raymond J. K1 upa,
8191 Wisner, Detroit, Michigan.

Let us all pray that this general gathering of the
Lord’s people will be richly blessed by him, to their
best interests spiritually, and to his glory. May our
sentiments be as those of the Psalmist who wrote,
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into
the house of the Lord.”—Psa. 122:1
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Fightighte of Dawn

At Their Wit's End

@)NE of the biblical prophecies pertaining to these chaotic
times in which we live describes those who are undertak-
ing to manage the affairs of the world as being at their “wit’s end.”
. (Psa. 107:27) This and another prophecy speak of them as stag-
gering about like drunken men. (Isa. 24:20; 29:9) What true
pictures these are of national and international affairs in this mid-
century year of 1950! And the developments of recent weeks have
accented the accuracy with which the Bible forecast the conditions
prevalent in the fear-filled world of today!

Exceeding in importance every other situation is the “cold war”
between East and West, or between a pseudocommunism and a con-
fused and much adulterated democracy. Practically all the minor
issues which confront men and nations are related to this major
‘one, and constantly it seems that this “cold war” is ever moving
closer to the precipice over which it will plunge into the inferno of
an atomic and hydrogenous shooting war. Only the awfulness of
such a war now deters the great powers from taking the fatal step.

An incident far less serious than the one which occurred over
the Baltic Sea recently set the world on fire in 1914. Only because
the horrors of the last two global wars are still so vividly in the
minds of the rulers of the western world, do they permit the com-
munists to rebuff them and do nothing about it, as was the case in
connection with the recent shooting down of an American war plane,
causing the death of ten American fliers,

Meanwhile President Truman and other notables have re-
emphasized the viewpoint of worldly wisdom to the effect that the
only way to be sure of maintaining peace is to be prepared for war.
Guided by this principle—if such it could be called—each threat
against the western powers by Russia helps to speed up the arma-
ment program, in the hope, of course, that the enemy will thus be
deterred from perpetrating anything more serious than “incidents.”

Additionally, the many minor problems of the world constitute
a chaotic pattern of distress which serves as a fitting and confusing
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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

backdrop for the international stage on which the cold war is being
waged. China, taken over by the “Reds,” is reported on the brink
of famine conditions; while the occupation forces press forward to
seize the last remaining islands of resistance. At the moment, what
"occurs in China seems too far distant to be of great concern to the
people of America; but when the nations of the whole earth are
being lined up on one side or the other for a final showdown of
strength, China and every farflung nation of the globe take on im-
portance in the general trend of events.

An Italian news agency report insists that the controversy be-
tween Dictator Tito, of Yugoslavia, and the Kremlin has only been
make-believe, that actually they have been on the best of terms
right along. If this be true, it is certainly diplomatic camouflage on
a grand and daring scale. The purpose of this would be to further
confuse the western powers, and, if possible secure concessions for
Tito which otherwise would not be considered. Whether or not this
report be true, it helps to emphasize the confusion in which the
nations of the earth are so hopelessly enmeshed.

But regardless of the chaotic state of international affairs, there
is one general effort in which all are participating and into which
they are pouring their resources, and that is to prepare for war.
Armament programs on both sides of the world lineup are being
pushed forward, and accelerated with each failure of the diplomats
to ease the tension of the cold war. This is undoubtedly a further
fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel 3:9-15, which describes this
feverish preparation for war as a beating of ‘“plowshares into
swords,” and “pruninghooks into spears.”

This fulfilment of prophecy actually has been going on pro-
gressively since the outbreak of the first World War in 1914. The
year 1914 is pointed out in the time prophecies of the Bible as
marking the end of what Jesus referred to as the ‘“times of the
Gentiles.” (Luke 21:24) The exercise of Gentile rulership over
the earth during this period had been foretold by the Prophet
Daniel. It was illustrated by the human-like image which the king
of Babylon saw in a dream. Daniel interpreted this as representing
the succession of Gentile powers beginning with Babylon and end-
ing with the divided Roman Empire as seen in the various church-
state governments of Europe as they existed just prior to 1914—the
date which was to mark the beginning of their overthrow.

The period during which Gentile rulership over the earth is set
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aside to be replaced by the kingdom. of Christ is prophetically
described as the “day of the Lord,” and the Apostle Paul explains
that in this day of the Lord “sudden destruction” was to come upon
the world. He declares, however, that this sudden, or unexpected
destruction would come as “travail upon a woman with child.”
(I'Thess. 5:1-5) In this we have an important outline in the pattern
of events during the prophetic day of the Lord, for it indicates that
the destruction coming upon the nations would be as “travail,”
‘which means that it would come in Spasms w1th periods of easement
in between, {The first spasm, or “seizure” of destructive trouble
came suddenly and 1mmed1ate1y as the prophetic “times of the Gen.
tiles” came to a close in 1914.;

Prior to that, of course, the nations of Europe had been arming

with the claim that they were doing it to prevent war, so they were
ready to commence destroying<one another as soon as the Lord’s
time came. { They did not know, however, that they were accom-
plishing the divine purpose of destroymg a social order in prepara-
tion for the kingdom of Christ.) J .God’s hand has been in the affairs
of men on various occasions without their realizing it."; Men and
nations imagine they are doing things their own way, and forward-
ing their own purposes, when at times, and unknown to them, they
are actually being used to forward the Lord’s plans.
" So the beating of plowshares into swords and pruninghooks into
spears has been in progress ever since the end of the Gentile Times
in 1914, and on a constantly increasing scale. Two major military
spasms have destroyed much of the superstructure of the pre-1914
world, and its foundations have been terribly shaken. The powerful
and leading church-state governments of Europe are gone; and the
church, once a virtual dictator in the affairs of Europe, is now
existing merely by sufferance in most countries. Her lands are be-
ing divided among the people; her clergy are being humiliated and
her authority flouted.

But the destruction of the “day of the Lord” is not complete.
At least one more distressing military spasm seems necessary and
inevitable; and for this, the nations feverishly, and on a more gi-
gantic scale than ever before, are beating their plowshares into
swords and their pruninghooks into spears. \The prophecy points
out that in doing this the weak would say, “I am strong.” This may
indicate the progression in the spasms of trouble that were to come
upon what the Apostle Paul describes as “this present evil world.”
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(Gal. 1:4) The two global wars already in the past left many of the
nations weak and prostrate. When the last war closed few thought
it possible that in so short a time these weakened nations would
again be threatening one another and be spending billions of dollars
in preparing for another showdown struggle for world supremacy.
But such is the situation. The weakened nations are claiming that
they are strong, and just when the cold war will become “hot”
depends somewhat on how soon they can convince one another that
these claims are true.

In the prophecy of Joel the nations of earth are symbolically
represented as gathered for this final struggle in the “valley of de-
cision.” Here again it is the Lord’s viewpoint that is being ex-
pressed. While the nations imagine that the coming atomic and
hydrogenous struggle will decide which group will rule the world
in the generations to come, the Lord’s decision has already gone
against all q_fint‘;hen}:}and in that great struggle, they all will lose.
This is the prophetic pattern of coming events, and described by the
Prophet Daniel as a “time of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation.”—Dan. 12:1

And apart from the prophecies of God’s Word, many are now
realizing that another war will complete the destruction of what
men have called civilization. : What the world does not know is
that the Lord’s hand is in this, and that the kingdom of Christ is to
take the place of the evil world which man destroys. Without this
knowledge the outlook is a gloomy one. It would mean that for
generations to come hardship and want would be the common lot
of all people; that dictatorship would supplant democracy, while
the disillusioned human race would continue to suffer on account
of its own selfish madness.

But, thank God, even though man in his madness will wreck
his own world, the Lord has something in store for him which will
more than compensate for all the suffering that human selfishness
has brought upon the dying race. That provision is the kingdom
of Messiah. The final scene in the prophecy of Joel is one in which
the Lord manifests himself, making his presence known to the na-
tions. The prophet writes that the “Lord shall roar out of Zion,
and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth
shall shake; but the Lord will be the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel.”

Much of this is, of course, symbolic language. Zion stands for
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the spiritual phase of Christ’s kingdom. In this symbolic Zion,
Christ will be the invisible Ruler of the world. Concerning him
Jehovah declares, “I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.”
(Psalm 2:6) With him will be his faithful followers, who, raised
from the dead in the “first resurrection,” will live and reign with
him. John saw these with the Lord on Mount Zion. See Revela-
tion 14:1. .

“Jerusalem” in this prophecy seems to represent the human
phase of Christ’s kingdom. The Scriptures reveal clearly that to
begin with, this will be made up of the resurrected ancient prophets
and other worthy ones of past ages, that these will then be made
“princes in all the earth.” (Psalm 45:16) Through these, the
divine authority of the messianic kingdom will speak to the world;
and as stated in another prophecy, the Lord will thus say to the
nations, “Be still, and know that I am God.”—Psalm 46:10

The Apostle Peter describes the present social order as being
composed of a symbolic heavens and earth, which is an evident
reference to the two principal elements of the present social struc-
ture—the civil and religious. Both these are already being shaken,
but their final shaking, in the sense of their complete overthrow,
will not occur until the kingdom of Christ manifests itself and
speaks out with authority against everything that is out of harmony
with divine truth and righteousness.

In the prophecy of Joel we are reminded of the important posi-
tion of God’s ancient people Israel in these final scenes of a dying
world. Chapter 3:1, 2 shows them restored to their land, and a
controversy raging over their right to the land. Ezekiel 38:14-16
indicates that even after the Jewish people are seemingly securely
settled in the Promised Land there would be a final assault against
them from the “north,” and that when this occurs the Lord will
protect them, and that thus their eyes, and the eyes of all the na-
tions, will be opened to behold his glory.

It is evidently this to which the Prophet Joel refers, stating
that when the Lord utters his voice of authority out of Jerusalem
he will also be the “strength of the children of Israel.” (Joel 3:16)
Today, in the Gentile world, as well as in the experiences of the
Jewish people, we see events developing toward that prophetic
situation in which the Lord will become the recognized Ruler of
the world. The outlook, therefore, is not hopeless and gloomy.
It is very bright—bright with the promises of God, which assure us
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that we are at the very threshold of the messianic age of peace and
joy and life everlasting for all who will recognize the authority of
earth’s new King. :

Evolution Only a Theory

']'rHE unproved theory of human evolution has again been brought
to the front by a scientist, Mr. Anthony Standen, in a book en-
titled,«“Science Is a Sacred Cow.” A condensed version of this
‘book has recently appeared in Life Magazine. Mr. Standen points
out that in many ways scientists are most unscientific, and he makes
this point particularly emphatic with respect to the theory of human
evolution. He points out that there are in reality two theories of
evolution, one vague, and the other precise. There is, he says,
abundant proof for the vague theory, but none whatever for the
precise.

The “vague” theory of evolution is based on the fact that there
are many similarities in nearly all forms of animal life. There can
be no doubt about that. But what does it prove? Mr. Standen says
all that it really proves is that all forms of life are in some way
related, but in what way no scientist knows. To the nonscientist,
especially one who believes in the divine inspiration of the Bible,
the simplest explanation of this is that all forms of animal life are
the product of the one Master Builder, the one all-wise and all-
powerful Creator. -

The “precise” theory of human evolution is that all forms of
life on the earth today came from one original form of life by a series
of changes, which at every point were natural and explainable by
scientists. Mr. Standen says that this precise theory of evolution
is further from being proved than men are from being able to fly to
the moon. He reminds us of one of the claims of scientists, that they
always test their theories by experiment; yet all the experimenting
they have done with this theory proves that it is not true, although
most of them keep on believing it.

It is not possible in testing the theory of human evolution to
go back into remote geological ages to find out what actually hap-
pened. All scientists can do is to test the theory by what is hap-
pening now. For this purpose they have been breeding banana flies
for forty years, and in that time have produced a thousand genera-
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tions. But they have not, in all that time, succeeded in evolving a
single banana fly into a different species, much less into a creature of
more distant relationship. Thus by their scientific tests they have
disproved the precise theory of evolution, but this fact is seldom
emphasized by the scientists. We are glad that Mr. Standen has
been courageous enough to make such assertions, and could hope
that our educators would take due notice of it, and in teaching the
theory of evolutlon make it plam that it is merely an unproved
theory.

Prof. R. S. Lull, of Yale, says, “Since Darwin’s day, evolution
has been more and more generally accepted until now in the minds
of informed, thinking men there is no doubt that it is the only logical
way whereby the creation can be interpreted and understood. We
are not so sure, however, as to the modus operandi, but we may rest
assured that the process has been in accordance with great natural
laws, some of which are as yet unknown, perhaps unknowable.”

What strange language for a scientist—one who claims that he
can be assured of truth only when it has been proved by tests and
- experiments! Prof. Lull says that they are assured of the theory

of human evolution, and then adds that they know nothing of just
how it came about, except that it was by natural laws. He admits,
however, that scientists know nothing about these laws of evolution,
and that they are probably “unknowable.” A layman is tempted
to ask just how it is that scientists know so much about the un-
knowable. And how can they talk with such assurance about
unknown natural laws? If they are unknown how do they know
Jhat they exist? . -

"~ So far as the scientists go, we could leave them to their guesses
and their theories, and as Christians, would not need to give much
consideration to their vain attempts to disprove the authenticity of
the Genesis account of creation; but the difficulty is, many believe
that the theory of human evolution is in harmony with the Bible
and with the teachings of Christianity. This is a great deception,
and is making shipwreck of the faith of millions.

So-called Christian evolutionists claim to believe the teachings
of Jesus and the apostles, but seemingly they overlook that the
New Testament is based upon the teachings of the Old Testament,
and that several references are made to Adam by New Testament
writers. If we discard the Genesis account of creation, we must also,
to be consistent, discard the New Testament, admitting that Jesus
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and the apostles were dupes who did .not know what they were
talking about, and were not guided by the Holy Spirit in what they
said and wrote.

In the 15th chapter of I Corinthians, the Apostle Paul, for
example, refers to the “first” Adam. He shows that all lost life
through the first Adam—“As in Adam all die,” he wrote, “even so
in Christ shall all be made alive.” Paul speaks of Christ as the
“last” Adam, and explains that it is through his redemptive work
that the fallen and dying human race, the offspring of the first
Adam, is to'be restored to lif:‘ii Thus the whole Christian plan of
salvation, and the hope of eternal life through Christ, is dependent
upon the truthfulness of the Genesis account of creation.

It is a source of real satisfaction now, however, that many
scientists are beginning to doubt the theory of human evolution.
They are beginning to realize that with all their experiments and
tests they have not been able to find a single shred of evidence that
the theory is based on anything more than wishful thinking, Mr.
Standen is not alone in reaching this conclusion.

: Many outstanding scientists of our leading universities are now
admitting, in the light of their most recent discoveries, that primi-
tive man was really more highly developed intellectually and physi-
cally than the average man of today.; They tell us that modern
research is leading away from the picture of primitive man as brutish
and dull. There is more justification, they say, for regarding primi-
tive man as clever, kindly, generous, and inventive. They are in-
clining to the view that whatever change occurred throughout the
thousands of years since has been largely retrogressive rather than
otherwise. They cite the reduction in hand skill, and dulling of
the senses of sight and smell and hearing as some of the evidences
of the decline of man.

In our publication entitled “Creation,” are to be found many
statements of scientists in which they explain that when we open
the first pages of authentic history man is found to be in possession
of almost all the fundamental inventions. He had learned the art,
not only of using tools, but of making them. He had developed a
wonderful ability in drawing and painting and sculpture, and was
able to use them in expressing his love for the beautiful. They
tell us that the picture presented by these earliest records differs in
no great essential from life as it is experienced today. These
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‘scientists admit that they have no knowledge of how the inventions
and discoveries of those early days came about.

Yes, all the real evidence unearthed by archeologists proves
that man has fallen, even as the Scriptures teach, and that he is not
evolving as the theory of Darwin claims. Discoveries indicate that
the earliest inhabitants of Mesopotamia, as well as the earliest
known people of Crete, Egypt, and Asia Minor, actually had civili-
zations far in advance of that of Europe three or four hundred years
ago, and indeed, compared most favorably with ours of the present
day, except, of course, that knowledge has been increased and we
are favored by the inventive genius of what is now being called the
atomic age.

We cannot overemphasize the fact that the Bible is the textbook
of Christianity, and that all its historical records, its prophecies,
its promises, are inspired by God, the Creator of the universe. If
man has come into existence by a process of evolution, then the
Bible is not what it claims to be, and those who wrote it have foisted
upon the human race the most gigantic fraud of all human history.

However, the theory of human evolution is now considered by

many scientists to be without proof, while the biblical record of the
creation and fall of man is found to be in full harmony with genuine
scientific knowledge. This means that we should accept the Bible
for what it claims to be—the inspired Word of God. Accepting it
as such, we should have confidence in its prophecies of our times,
and its promises concerning the future. In this way, we are enabled
to have a genuine hope for better times to come on this old earth.
.. The scriptural record of the creation and fall of man being true,
we should have no difficulty in believing its testimony that fallen
man is to be restored to God’s favor and live in a world-wide para-~
dise, just as the Creator originally intended. Surely it should not
be difficult to believe that the One who created life in the first place
is abundantly able to restore life, and it is just this that he has
promised to do. The Apostle Peter speaks of the age in the divine
plan when this will be accomplished as “times of restitution of all
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began.”—Acts 3:19-21

Are you enjoying The Dawn? Since it is more blessed to give than
to receive, why not share its blessings with others? Gift subscription
offer of six for $5.00 still applies. Single subscriptions $1.00.



Beble Study

HABAKKUK TEACHES TRUST IN GOD

Lesson for Sunday, June 4

HABAKKUK 1:1-4, 12, 13

]ILITTLE is known about the life
of Habakkuk except that which is
revealed in the book which bears
his mame. The opening chapter of
his prophecy is generally under-
stood as foretelling the invasion of
Judea by the Chaldeans, and the
second chapter the doom of the in-
vaders. The Chaldeans were in
reality Babylonians, the name be-
ing applied particularly to the
learned class of Babylonia, such as
the priests, magicians, or astrono-
mers. In later times they seem to
have degenerated into mere for-
tune tellers. See Daniel 1:4.

To the nation of Israel, all the
inhabitants of Babylonia were
“heathen,” aliens from God and
outside of his covenant promises.
Had the Israelites been wholly
faithful to him, they would have
been protected against these in-
vaders; but because they were not,
they were permitted to be taken
into captivity. However, as Habak-
kuk’s prophecy clearly reveals,
this, in the long range plan of God,
was to be but a temporary victory
of the godless forces of unright-
eousness, and ultimately God’s
people and his cause of righteous-
ness were to be victorious.

The united - testimony of the

11

Scriptures reassures us of this ul-
timate and glorious triumph of
God’s people and of his cause, not
only as it is related in ancient times
to the experiences of Israel and
their heathen enemies, but also as
it pertains to the people of God and
the plans of God in every age.
Thus the time will yet come when
“the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea.”—Hab,
2:14

Habakkuk’s entreaty, “O Lord,
how long shall I cry, and thou wilt
not hear! even cry out unto thee
of violence, and thou wilt not
save!” echoes the sentiments of
multitudes throughout the ages
who have not understood the di-
vine permission of evil and its
purpose—why the Lord seems to
be so indifferent as to whether
good or evil succeeds. Particularly
have many of the Lord’s own peo-
ple wondered how long it would be
ere their God would put down evil
things and destroy wilful evildoers.
See Revelation 6:10 and Daniel
8:13.

In verses 12 and 13, the prophet
expresses his confidence that Je-
hovah would not forever allow the
wicked to prosper and to triumph
over the righteous, although he
recognized that this is the general
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order of circumstances during the
period designated “this present
evil world.” (Gal. 1:4) Of this
same period the Prophet Malachi
wrote, “Now we call the proud
happy; yea, they that work wicked-
ness are set up; yea, they that
tempt God are even delivered.”—
Mal. 3:15

_ However, as Habakkuk explains,
God’s eyes of purity cannot forever
look upon these conditions and
permit them to continue. In his
wisdom he sees that a temporary
permission of evil will result in
blessings to all mankind, but has
ordained that it shall not triumph
beyond the bounds of his control.
In this comforting thought we can
share the assurance of the prophet,
putting our trust in the Lord and
serving him faithfully even though
it may result in our being perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake.

The expression in verse 12, “We
shall not die,” is rather mislead-
ing. According to Dr. C. D.
Ginsburg, who has collected and
published explanatory marginal
references which appear on ancient
Hebrew manuscripts of the Old
Testament not available when the
Authorized English Version was
translated, the original Hebrew
should read, “who diest not,” hence
applies to God, and not to man.
Therefore, the sentence, with this
suggested correction, would read,
“Art thou not from everlasting,
O Lord my God, mine Holy One,
who diest not?” This certainly
makes the passage more under-
standable, emphasizing that just as
Jehovah is “from everlasting” he
will continue everlastingly as the
true and living God, the One who,

12

at the time of the prophecy, alone
had immortality.

HABAKKUK 2:1-4

“FOR the vision is yet for an
appointed time,” the Lord told his
prophet. This indicates that the
prophecy had a larger meaning
than merely its obvious application
to an invasion of Palestine by the
Chaldeans, although this primary
application serves well to illustrate
the larger scope of the divine plan
of salvation as it applies to all
mankind. In this larger meaning,
the “vision” undoubtedly refers to
God’s plan of the ages and its won-
derful provisions of divine grace
for the entire sin-sick and dying
world, a plan which fully accounts
for the permission of evil, showing
the benefits mankind will derive
therefrom.

The prophet was told to make
the vision plain upon “tables.”
Originally this probably referred to
ancient boxwood tables which were
smeared with wax and used for
writing. See Luke 1:63. We be-
lieve, however, that it is in keeping
with the divine arrangement that
his faithful “watchman” in this end
of the age should depict the vision
of the divine plan on charts in
order that those seeking to know
the truth might the more readily
understand it by having an aid to
the mind through the eye.

Various suggestions have been
made as to the meaning of the ex-
pression, ‘“that he may run that
readeth it” The Hebrew word
here translated “run” is often used
to describe the running of a mes-
senger, and it is quite possible the
thought is that all those who read
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and understand the vision of the
divine plan are commissioned to
become swift messengers of the
kingdom tidings, and also to “run
with patience the race that is set
before us.” Experience and ob-
servation have proven that those
who really appreciate the beauties
of this vision of truth are indeed
prompted by the Spirit of the Lord
to “tell the whole world these
blessed tidings.”

. “Though it tarry, wait for it.”
It has been a characteristic of the
divine plan in every age that to the
Lord’s people who anxiously wait
for its fulfilment, it has seemed to
tarry. Their faith has been tested
upon the basis of time—“How
long?” This was true of the Early
Church, and it has been true of
the Lord’s people in this end of the
age. The times and seasons in the
plan of Him to whom a thousand
years are but as “a watch in the
night when it is past,” always seem
long to those who in their own ex-
perience must confine their plan-
ning within the restricted limit of
“three score years and ten.”
The outworking of the divine
plan does not actually tarry. God
is an exact timekeeper. His great
timeclock of the ages pointed out
the year 1914 as marking the end
of that period in his plan desig-
nated by Jesus as the “times of the
Gentiles.” Commencing then, and
exactly on time, the overturning of
Gentile nations began, and they
are still being shaken. The Scrip-
tures do not inform us how long
this will continue before the majes-
ty of Messiah’s kingdom will be
revealed to the world, so we must
continue to wait, and meanwhile
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“watch,” that we may be counted
worthy to enter into the kingdom
with our Lord and appear with him
in glory.

“The just shall live by his faith,”
or, by faith the just shall live—
that is, not die. This statement
also projects the complete fulfil-
ment of the vision into the new
age; for now the just, or righteous,
do not live. As Habakkuk’s proph-
ecy shows, now the wicked are
flourishing even more than the
righteous. But this situation will
change with the full establishment
of the kingdom of Christ. Then
evildoers will be cut off, and the
righteous will live—everlastingly.

True, the just live by faith now,
and this is a wonderful assurance
to the Spirit-begotten of this age,
those who have “passed from death
unto life,” who are “justified by
faith” and have “peace with God.”
This statement by Habakkuk is
quoted in the New Testament and
applied to the church, but it will
also be true of the “just” in the
next age. They, too, shall live.
Their faith will operate differently
than our does now, but they will
need faith in God and in the right-
ness of his ways. And when their
works are made to conform to this
faith, they will be restored to ever-
lasting life as human beings on the
earth.

HABAKKUK 3:17-19

HERE we have a colorful exam-
ple of the use of word pictures
to convey a thought, and the
thought is that of continued trust
in the Lord and rejoicing in his
promises when all tangible evi-
dence of his watchcare has disap~
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peared. A living faith is truly
necessary under such circum-
stances, a faith which is the basis
of “things hoped for, and the evi-
dence of things unseen.”—Heb. 11:1

Much of Habakkuk’s prophecy
depicts famine conditions among
God’s typical people in so far as
the favor of God is concerned. He
opens the prophecy with the ques-
tion of why God would permit a
situation of this kind, but the Lord
does not favor him with a full
answer. Even when given the
vision of the divine plan, the
prophet was told that it would not
speak its message until a later time.
He saw the glory of God ultimately
filling the earth, but was not given
any clear idea of how or when this
would be brought about.

But the prophet was assured that
while it might appear that God had
no interest in his people, he did
actually care, and that ultimately
—“in the end”—this would be made

manifest. In view of this, he could
continue to trust and to rejoice,
knowing that his God was too wise
to err and too loving to be unkind.
We know, of course, that the vine,
the fig tree, the olive, etc., all have
a symbolic meaning in connection
with the plan of God; but whether
we think of the passage from this
standpoint, or merely as descrip-
tive of the utter lack of material
needs, it conveys the same lesson
of implicit trust in the Lord, a
leaning on him when all else fails.

QUESTIONS:

Who were the Chaldeans, and how
were they looked upon by the Is-
raelites?

Have others besides Habakkuk won-
dered how long God would permit evil
to triumph in the earth?

What is the larger meaning of the
vision of chapter 2:1-4?

Why may the prophet in the closing
verses of his prophecy have given such
a vivid description of the lack of physi-
cal needs?

ZEPHANIAH CALLS TO REPENTANCE

Lesson for Sunday, June 11

ZEPHANIAH 1:12-18

7/ EPHANIAH was the ninth of
the minor prophets. The name
signifies “hidden by Jehovah.” His
prophecy is one of warning against
the backsliding nation of Israel,
and . of destruction for all the
kingdoms of this world, a consum-
ing that would be accomplished in
the “day of the Lord,” the day of
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his wrath against this “present
evil world.” In keeping with the
meaning of his name, the prophet
admonishes all to “seek righteous-
ness” and “meekness,” indicating
that those who do “may be” hidden
in the “day of the Lord’s anger.”
—Zeph. 2:3

Portions of the prophecy had a
fulfilment in the removal of God’s
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typical people from their land at
the time they were taken captive
into Babylon; but its larger appli-
cation is to the “day of the Lord,”
the day of his wrath against all
nations at the close of the present
Gospel age. In chapter 3 verse 8,
the Lord tells us that in the day of
his wrath all nations will be gath-
ered, and that the whole symbolic
earth will be devoured with the
fire of his jealousy.

The Lord says that he will
“search Jerusalem.” This, in the
larger application of the prophecy,
might well refer to the religious
institutions of the ‘“present evil
world,” one of the characteristics
of which is described to be a lack
of faith that God is really inter-
ested in the people, that “he will
not do good, neither will he do
evil.” How true this is of nominal
churchianity today! The attitude
is that if the churches are able to
accomplish something good for the
world, the Lord will go along with
them, but if they fail, the Lord will
let the world continue to suffer.

In the 13th verse we have a sym-
bolic description of human failure
to make adequate provisions for
security and life—they “shall build
houses, but not inhabit them; and
they shall plant vineyards, but not
drink the wine thereof.” WNote the
contrast to this in a prophecy
which describes the blessings of the
people under the administration of
Christ's kingd om—“They shall
build houses, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit of them.”—Isa. 65:21

We might naturally suppose that
“the great day of the Lord” would
be one of peace and joy and life,
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and ultimately, of course, it will be,
for it is a day which will last for a
thousand years. The prophecies
make it plain, however, that to
begin with, it will be a warlike day
of trouble when the “mighty man
shall cry bitterly.” The prophet
continues to describe it as a “day
of wrath, a day of trouble and dis-
tress, a day of wasteness and deso-
lation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and
thick darkness.”

The Apostle Paul identifies the
time for the fulfilment of this and
similar prophecies of the Old Tes-
tament as during the period of
Christ’s second presence, declaring
that the “day of the Lord” was to
come upon the world as a “thief
in the night,” and explaining that
it would be a day of “sudden de-
struction” to the world. (I Thess.
5:1-3) Jesus also associated it
with the time of his return, when,
he prophesied, there would be
“upon the earth distress of nations
with perplexity,” and that men’s
hearts would fail them for fear as
they looked ahead to the things
coming upon the earth.—Luke 21:
25, 26

We are undoubtedly in the “day
of the Lord” now, and have been
for many years. And how true
that it has been a time of “trouble”
and “distress,” of “wasteness and
desolation.” It has also been one
of “darkness and gloominess,” and
symbolically speaking, “a day of
clouds and thick darkness.” The
wasteness and desolation is repre<’
sented particularly in the war-
stricken areas of Europe and Asia,
where hundreds of towns and vil-
lages have been laid waste; and in
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God and to his people was not
enjoyed by the nation of Israel, but
it is the heritage of the saints dur-
ing the present age. And if the
relationship of the Israelites to one
another through father Abraham,
and through God as their Creator,
should have served as an incen-
tive to brotherly love, how much
more should Christian -brotherly
love permeate the minds and hearts
and lives of the Lord’s people
now! Indeed, when it does not do
so we have reasonable cause for
wondering about our standing be-

fore the Heavenly Father, for the-

apostle wrote, “We know that we
have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren.”—
I John 3:14

MALACHI 3:7-10

THE record of Israel’s faithful-
ness to God was a poor one. The
Lord said, “Even from the days of
your fathers ye are gone away
from mine ordinances, and have
not kept them.” This is confirmed
by the testimony of all the proph-
ets, for in all of their messages to
Israel there is the call to repent-
ance. But the Lord was patient,
and merciful. He continued call-
ing upon them to return to him,
giving them the assurance that if
they did he would return to them.

“Will a man rob God?” The ob-
vious answer to this question would
seem to be, No, of course not. Men
may rob .one another, but who
could think of robbing God? Yet
the Lord told the Israelites that
they had indeed robbed him. As-
suming that they would feign sur-
prise at this and ask how they had
robbed him, God explained that it
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was their failure properly to pay
their tithes; that is, that portion of
their incomes which belonged to
him—a tenth of all they received.

The Israelites suffered famine
conditions most of the time in so
far as God’s blessings toward them
were concerned. His covenant
with them promised protection and
prosperity and peace, but it was
conditional upon their obedience to
the Law. When they were dis-
obedient—which was most of the
time—God was under no obliga-
tion to fulfil his part of the cove-
nant and the people of Israel were
poor in the blessings of the Lord a
great deal of the time.

Seemingly they were inclined to
overlook the fact that their own
unfaithfulness was responsible for
this, so the Lord calls upon them
to put it to the test, to bring all
their tithes into the storehouse and
see if he would not open the win-
dows of heaven and pour them out
such a blessing that they would
not be able to contain it. It is
doubtful if very many of the Is-
raelites ever accepted this chal-
lenge, so they continued on in
poverty, and the nation was finally
rejected as the chosen people of
God, their house being left unto
them “desolate.”—Matt. 23:38

Spiritual Israelites of the Gospel
age are not under the Law Cove-
nant, nor bound by the ordinances
of the Law. Nevertheless, this,
even as other features of the Law,
was typical of the higher privi-
leges of this age. We are not under
Law to give a tenth, but are in-
vited to give all. This arrangement
is a'severe test of our sincerity and
faith. We need to watch lest when
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the fact that a generation of war
economy has reduced a large part
of the world to a near starvation
level of existence.

Revelation 1:7 harmonizes with
this prophecy, and tells us that the
presence of the Lord would be
manifested by this time of “clouds
and thick darkness.” “Behold, he
cometh with clouds and every eye
shall see him,” writes the Revela-
tor. If he came in literal clouds
no one could see him, but the sym-
bolic clouds of this day of the Lord
will ultimately reveal his presence
to the world; for mankind will
recognize their own failure and
will turn to the Lord for help.
They have not yet turned toward
the Lord in their distress because
they still think that human wisdom
can find a way out of their dilem-
ma.

This “day of the Lord” is also to
be a “day of the trumpet and alarm
against the fenced cities.” The use
of the trumpet in the prophecies
is quite common, being employed
in both the Old and New Testa-
ments, Its symbolic meaning is
that of a message, or messages.
Seven different trumpets are men-
tioned in the Book of Revelation,
and the sounding of the seventh of
these is associated with the day of
God’s wrath, the time when the
kingdoms of the world become the
kingdom of our God and of his
Christ. See Revelation 11:15-18,
Diaglott.

It is this same trumpet that is
referred to by the Apostle Paul in
I Thessalonians 4:16 and called the
“trump of God.” It is the trump
of God because its message per-
tains to that which God purposes
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to do for the people. In part, at
least, the message of the “trump of
God” was prefigured by the jubilee
trumpets which were blown by the
ancient Levites to announce the
incoming year of jubilee, that year
during which the wealth of Israel
was redistributed and all slaves
were set free. This jubilee ar-
rangement was, in a general way,
typical of the “times of restitution
of all things,” when mankind will
be restored to the long-lost edenic
home, and to life everlasting.

The jubilee trumpet is one of
alarm against the “fenced cities,”
that is, a warning to those who
cherish their vested rights and
imagine that they can protect them
regardless of the injustices which
may result to others. In the type,
this trumpet was to be sounded at
the beginning of the jubilee year
to proclaim liberty throughout all
the land, unto all the inhabitants
thereof. (Lev. 25:10) So today,
because we are living in the “day
of the Lord”—therefore in the
early beginning of the antitypical
jubilee year-—we hear a great hue
and cry for liberty everywhere.
On this point we quote from “The
Time Is at Hand,” pp. 197-199:

“In the early commotion each
one who hears the jubilee trumpet
of the new dispensation is forcibly
struck by some one of its many
features and heeds no other. One
sees the propriety of, and calls for,
governmental reforms, the aboli-
tion of standing armies and their
burdensome tax. Another calls for
the abolition of titled aristocracy
and the recognition of every man
by his manly qualities. Others call
for abolition of landlordism, and
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demand that landholding shall be
as at first, according to necessity,
and ability and willingness to use.
...Laws are enacted for the pro-
tection of the lives and the health of
the people. . .. Wealthy corpora-
tions, such as own railroads and
steamship lines, are compelled to
care for the lives and interests of
the people, the poor as well as the
rich. These reforms are the results
of the awakening of the people by
the jubilee trump. of knowledge
and liberty, and are not traceable
to pure benevolence on the part of
the more favored class.”

This general commotion does not
result in immediate peace and good
will, but quite the reverse. How
accurately did the Lord foretell the
present chaotic state of the world
which has resulted from the trum-
pet of knowledge, when he said,
“I will bring distress upon men,
that they shall walk like blind
men, . . . and their blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh
as the dung.” Has the world ever
witnessed such a slaughter of hu-
man life as has taken place since
1914? And now destruction of life
is threatened on a scale that would
destroy the whole race were it not
for the fact that the Lord has
promised to intervene by shorten-
ing the days of trouble.

“Neither their silver nor .their
gold shall be able to deliver them
in the day of the Lord’s wrath,”
continues the prophet. How true
that is proving to be! Much of the
world today is depending upon the
silver and gold of America to save
them from the onrushing tide of
communism and other evils which
threaten to destroy still further the
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pre-1914 social order, but they will
not be delivered for long, for the
“whole [symbolic] land shall be
devoured by the fire of his [God’s]
jealousy.”—Verse 18

This is not a literal fire, nor will
it destroy the physical earth. The
reference is rather to the heat of
God’s righteous anger against a
sinful and selfish social order, the
chief characteristic of which has
been the oppression of the people.
This must be, and will be de-
stroyed. But the people will re~
main, and to these the Lord will
turn a “pure language,” that they
might all learn to serve him and
rejoice in him as the God of their
salvation.—Zeph, 3:9

ZEPHANIAH 3:16-20

THE fulfilment of this part of
Zephaniah’s prophecy is said to be
“in that day.” This is another
reference to the day of the Lord,
and in this passage we have de-
picted, not a scene of destruction
upon the nations, but one of recon-
ciliation and restoration. Its first
application seems to be to natural
Israel at the time when he turns
back their captivity. We can re-
joice, however, that the time for
Israel’s deliverance will also be
the time for the deliverance of the
whole world of mankind. The
“tents of Judah” will be saved first}
but the foretold restitution bless-
ings will continue to flow out to the
lost world until all shall have had
a full opportunity to partake of
them.—Zech. 12:7

Of the Israelites the promise is
made, “I will get them praise and
fame in every land where they
have been put to shame.” Of the
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from the burning sun. The proph-
et was much pleased with this, and
then the Lord put him to the test
again by taking away the gourd.
Jonah once more became angry
and expressed the desire to die.
The Lord asked him if he thought
he was justified in being angry
simply because the gourd was tak-
en away and he answered, “I do
well to be angry, even unto death.”

The Lord’s reply seems to indi-
cate that Jonah felt sorry for the
gourd. Evidently, however, this
should be construed to mean that
it was Jonah’s own comfort that
was involved. He was sorry for
the destruction of the gourd only
because it resulted in his own dis-
comfort. The Lord draws a com-
parison between the prophet’s
position in this matter, and that of
the Ninevites. The Ninevites had
sinned and from the Lord’s:stand-
point were worthy of death.” They
repented, and the Lord did not de-
stroy them. - Jonah had been angry
with the Lord, but in return had
been shown favor in that a gourd
had been caused to grow over him
for protection from the sun. Jonah
repented, and was greatly pleased
with what the Lord did for him.
Then the Lord, on a limited scale,
dealt with him as Jonah thought
he should have dealt with the
Ninevites, and Jonah again became
angry.

Jonah did not want God to show
favor and mercy to 120,000 Nine-
vites, even though their repentance
made them worthy of it; but he
thought the Lord ought to continue
to favor him since he had shown
pleasure over the way the Lord
had protected him with the gourd.
Thus he was inconsistent, and the
Lord called the matter to his at-
tention. The account does not in-
dicate whether or not the prophet
saw the point and acknowledged
his wrong. We can assume that he
did.

In this interesting narrative we
have the important lesson brought
to us that the great objective of
proclaiming the message of the
Lord is in order that the people
might repent, and in repenting, put
themselves in the way of God’s
blessings. If we have this view-
point it will help us to maintain a
sympathetic attitude toward those
who are not at present serving the
Lord, being ever desirous of doing
what we can to show them the
better way.

QUESTIONS:

Was it a whale that swallowed Jonah?

What may have been the reason the
Ninevites were so willing to repent?

Why did Jonah resist going to Nine-
veh?

Is anger ever pleasing to the Lord‘?

What is the purpose of proclaiming
the Lord’s message?

We would be one in hatred of all wrong,

One in our love of all things sweet and fair;
One with the joy that breaketh into song,

One with the grief that trembles into prayer,
One in the power that makes Thy children free

To follow truth and thus to follow Thee.
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natural Israelites it was literally

. true that they were put to shame
in every country where they
sought a home. But the Lord’s
people as a whole, in every age,
have- been persecuted, and the
Scriptures assure us that when the
shame is removed from Israel
the Lord will also “take away the
rebuke of his people from off all
the earth.,” (Isa. 25:8) Truly the
promises of God are reassuring, and
we can look forward to their com-
plete fulfilment with joy.

QUESTIONS:

Does the Lord guarantee that those
who seek meekness and righteousness

will be saved from destruction in
Armageddon? -

What is one of the characteristics of
Babylon’s lack of faith?

Is the day of the Lord, to begin with,
a day of peace and joy?

What is symbolized in the prophecies
by a trumpet?

In what sense is the jubilee trumpet
now blowing?

What is the fire of God’s jealousy, and
how does it devour the whole earth?

What time is referred to in the
prophecy by the expression, “In that
day”’?

Who, besides the Israelites, will be
restored during the “times of restitu-
tion”?

MALACH! PLEADS FOR
WHOLEHEARTED RELIGION

Lesson for Sunday, June 18

MALACHI 2:10

1erE basic thought in this open-
ing text of today’s lesson is that of
brotherly love. In ancient Israel
brotherly love was called for, and
could have operated within the
nation, but instead, selfishness
¢dominated, and they dealt treach-
erously with one another. This
would not have been had they kept
before them the true perspective of
who they were and of their rela-
tionship to their God.

“Have we not all one father?”
asked Malachi. The one father of
the nation of Israel was Abraham.
(Matt. 3:9) The Israelites did not
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look upon God as their father. To
him he was the great Jehovah, the
Creator. Thus the prophet asked
the further question, “Hath not
one God created us?”

Not until Jesus came and in-
troduced the spiritual calling of the
present Gospel age, were the peo-
ple of God encouraged to think of
him as their Heavenly Father.
Jesus taught his disciples to ad-
dress God in prayer as “our Fa-
ther,” and the New Testament
makes it plain that the true follow-
ers of Jesus receive the begetting
of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
sonship, hence are children of God.

This wonderful relationship to
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there is no compulsion, we not
only do not give the all which we
have promised, but come short of
even the tenth that was required
during a nonsacrificing age.

And as spiritual Israelites we will
find that spiritual poverty is sure
to result from a failure to bring
our tithes into the storehouse. If
we long to enjoy the blessings of
the Lord which make us rich as
new creatures in Christ Jesus, it is
imperative that we live up to every
condition of the covenant of sacri-
fice into which we have entered
with the Lord.—Psa. 50:5

MALACHI 4:5, 6

HERE we have a prophecy of
one who would come and attempt
a genuine reformation in Israel,
one who would turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children and the
hearts of the children to the fathers.
An alternative is foretold; namely,
that if the prophetic “Elijah” failed
in this mission the Lord would
smite the earth with a curse.

Much interest has centered in
this prophecy by many groups of
professed followers of the Master.
The first to wonder about its ful-
filment were the scribes and Phari-
sees, who sent messengers to John
the Baptist to inquire if he were
the foretold Elijah. John claimed
that he was not.

Later, Jesus told his disciples
that if they could receive it, John
was the Elijah. By this Jesus evi-
dently meant that if John had ac-
complished the foretold Elijah
work of reformation in their lives,
to them he was the Elijah. We
know, however, that John's work,
while it attracted a great deal of

20

attention for a while, did not actu-
ally convert Israel, and did not
prepare very many of the people
to accept Jesus.

The Lord foretold that in the
event of such a failure, a curse
would come upon the people, and
this is what happened in A. D. 70-
73, when Jerusalem was destroyed,
and the nation scattered. That was
a terrible time of trouble upon Is-
rael, a “curse” indeed, which re-
sulted in nearly 2,000 years of
suffering as a people.

In a larger fulfilment of this

prophecy however, the expression

“the day of the Lord” refers to this
end of the age, that great day which
began in darkness and distress for
the people but ends with joy and
peace which result from the thou-
sand-year reign of Christ. And
prior to this “day” there has also
been an Elijah work in progress.
It has been accomplished by the
church in the flesh. Theirs has
been, by divine commission, a
work of reformation. But like the
more restricted work of John the
Baptist with the one little nation of
Israel, the world-wide work of the
church in calling upon the people
to repent has also failed. This
means that again the alternative of
the prophecy must be fulfilled, that
a curse comes upon the earth. This
we are witnessing in the great
“time of trouble” which is over-
throwing all the kingdoms of this
world, even as Jerusalem was
overthrown in A. D, 70-73.

But this does not mean that the
Elijah work of reformation never
will be accomplished, that it must
always fail; for ultimately it will
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be during the thousand years of
Christ’s reign. Then the world
will be converted. God’s law will be
written in the hearts of the peo-
ple, both Jew and Gentile. The
Lord will take out their stony
hearts and give them hearts of
flesh, and they will say, “Lo, this
is our God; we have waited for
him, . . . we will be glad and re-
joice in his salvation.”—Isa. 25:9

QUESTIONS:

Whom did the Israelites as a nation
consider to be their father?

How important is brotherly love
among spiritual Israelites?

Explain the tithing system which
God gave to natural Israel. Is the
church bound by that arrangement?

Was John the Baptist the foretold
Elijah?

What did the Lord mean by smiting
the earth with a curse? :

When will the actual Elijah work of
reformation be accomplished?

JONAH LEARNS |
GOD'S MISSIONARY PURPOSE

Lesson for Sunday, June 25

JONAH 3:3-6

1|rHE well-known story of Jonah
and the great fish which swallowed
him contains valuable lessons for
the Christian. Incidentally, the
Book of Jonah does not use the
word “whale” in connection with
the “great fish” which swallowed
the prophet. The King James
translation of Matthew 12:40, where
Jesus refers to the matter, calls it
a whale, but here the original
Greek simply means a “great fish,”
or a great gaping fish. The ac-
count states that God prepared
this great fish; and for this reason
its mouth, throat, and stomach
would be of ample size for the
purpose.

Jonah resisted the divine com-
mission to witness against Nineveh,
but his attempt to circumvent the
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Lord’s will was overruled, and
from the stomach of the great fish
he was cast onto the shore about
three days’ journey from this large
city of 120,000 people. He made
this journey, and as he entered the
city began to prophesy against it,
as the Lord had directed.

The people were very receptive
to his message. . Even the king,
when he heard about it gave in-
structions that all should repent
and clothe themselves in sack-
cloth and ashes. Many have
wondered what great powers of
persuasion Jonah could have pos--
sessed, so that in a remarkably
short time his preaching could re-
sult in such a wholesale conversion
of the people. The answer may be
in the fact that, according to
archaeological discoveries the peo-
ple of Nineveh were worshipers of
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a fish god. Naturally the news
would circulate that this Israelitish
prophet had been brought to them
by a great fish. This could have
meant that their particular god had
sent Jonah. Or, that the attempt
of their god to destroy the prophet
had failed. In any event, their
superstitions might well have been
an important factor in their re-
pentance. It would still be true,
nevertheless, that their repentance
was sincere.

JONAH 4:1-11

JONAH was much displeased
that the Lord decided not to de~
stroy Nineveh after the people had
repented. Jonah was thinking
more of his own position in the
matter than he was of the welfare
of the people. In expressing his
feelings he reveals that his knowl-
edge of the character of God, in
that God probably would change
his mind about destroying the city,
was the main reason he resisted
the divine commission. From the
start, in other words, Jonah pitted
his own reputation against the good
pleasure of the Lord.

Jonah’s tribute to the Lord in-
dicates that he had a better under-
standing of Jehovah than do many,
even today, especially those who
think of him as a torment deity.
Jonah said, “I knew that thou art
a gracious God, and merciful, slow
to anger, and of great kindness,
and repentest thee of the evil.” All
who understand God’s great plan
of salvation for a repentant world
know that he possesses these quali-
ties of love mentioned by Jonah.
And they know that God has pro-
vided that the "entire human race
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shall yet have an opportunity to
repent.

Jonah took himself very serious-
ly, and indicated that since what
he had told the people would not
be done, he would rather die than
have the reputation of being a
false prophet. Probably Jonah
didn’t realize it fully, but the
mercy of God was manifested to-
ward him also; for when he regis-
tered this complaint, the ILord
merely asked him to think the mat-
ter over as to whether or not he
had real cause for anger—“Doest
thou well to be angry?”

This is a good question for each
of us to ask ourselves when we be-
come angry over what is most
likely a trifling circumstance, one
in which the grace of God would
quickly give us the victory if we
could but learn to think less of our
own reputation than we do of the
best interests of others. Anger, es~
pecially sudden outhursts of anger,
are frequently the result of cir-
cumstances unfavorable to our-
selves. This is not always so,
however, for there can be truly
righteous anger.

Apparently Jonah was not too
sure what the Lord had actually
decided about Nineveh, for he built
a “booth” a little way outside of.
the city and there established him-
self to see what would happen.
Perhaps he thought that his own
viewpoint in the matter would in-
fluence the Lord. If he did, it was
poor reasoning, and reasoning is
always poor when it is influenced
by selfish anger.

The Lord dealt kindly with
Jonah and caused a giant “gourd”
to grow up over him for shade



Joseph Tests His Brethren

GOD'S PLAN IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS

CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR

44:1-4 Joseph continued to shape

’ circumstances for
brethren which were calculated to
remind them of their great sin in
selling him into Egypt, and at the
same time to ascertain by their
conduct if their heart condition and
their outlook on life had undergone
a change since that time. He
wanted to be sure that they had
reformed before making himself
known to them-—not for his own
sake, but for theirs. He realized
that once they knew who he was,
his high position in Egypt might
tempt them to make apologies for
their own protection even though
perchance they were still bitter of
heart.

The Hebrew word here trans-
lated “cup” indicates that it was
the larger silver cup from which
wine was poured into smaller ones
from which guests drank. It was
also a divining cup, and cus-
tomarily used in much the same
way as the fortune teller’s crystal
ball of today. Apparently this was
quite a common practice in Egypt,
and perhaps Joseph had his servant
speak of the cup as the one in
which he divined in order to
strengthen their impression that he
was a genuine Egyptian, thus in-
suring that his true identity should
remain concealed until he decided
the time was ripe to reveal it.
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his-

Had Joseph’s brethren actually
stolen his cup after being treated
so royally, the case against them
would certainly have been con-
demnatory, one which clearly
would have been that of returning
evil for good. It was a serious
charge to enter against them, and
we cannot imagine Joseph thus ac-
cusing his brethren, except for his
knowledge that the situation would
clarify itself later.

. When Joseph’s servant
4:5-13  cused the men of rob-
bery, indicating that one of them
had taken Joseph'’s special divining
cup, they vigorously denied the
charge, and to prove that the ac-
cusation was unwarranted called
attention to the fact that even the
money which had been put in their
sacks on the previous visit had
been returned. It certainly seemed
to them that this should be proof
that they were not robbers.

They were very confident of
their position in the matter and
willingly allowed their sacks to be
searched, saying that the owner of
the sack in which the cup might be
found should be put to death. Ac-
cording to the Code of Kham-
murabi, effective as a law in Egypt
at the time, and known to many in
Canaan, death was the penalty for
robbery. In other words, they
were quite willing that the law
take its course, for they were sure
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that the cup would not be found in
their sacks.
The expression in verse 7, “God

forbid that thy servants should do.

according to this thing,” is a poor
translation. The word God is not
in the Hebrew text at all. ¢ The
statement should read, “Far be it
from thy servants,” etc.

Great was their surprise when
Joseph’s cup was found in Ben-
jamin’s sack. They ‘“rent their
clothes,” a symbol of sorrow and
utter dejection. But they made no
attempt to escape. They loaded
their supplies back on their asses
and returned to the city and to
Joseph.

A Joseph’s brethren must
M:14-34 3 Ve been greatly cha-
grined to be brought before him
under such circumstances. Joseph,
still posing as an Egyptian, and one
who could “divine,” that is, dis-
cover by magic if necessary, what
they had done, asked them if they
did not realize how futile it was for
them to attempt such a robbery.

Judah’s statement, “God hath
found out the iniquity of thy serv-
ants,” was a confession of guilt
pertaining to their original sin of
selling Joseph into Egypt, for they
knew they were not really guilty
of the robbery as had been charged,
although they were unable to ex-
plain how Joseph’s cup came to be
in Benjamin’s sack. Even though
they may have suspected that it
had been planted there in the same
manner as their money was on the
occasion of their first visit to Egypt
to buy food, they knew it would
be useless to say so under the cir-
cumstances.

Joseph also knew that his breth-
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ren were not guilty of robbery, and
doubtless he understood Judah’s
confession of guilt as appertaining
to their crime against him, and how
pleased he must have been to
realize that they were experiencing
a genuine change of heart. He
continued to hold the advantage in
dealing with them, for he knew all
the circumstances and they did not.
With a show of generosity, he said,
“Far be it from me [the word God
is also missing in the Hebrew in
this text] to hold anyone except
him in whose hand the cup is
found.”

He knew that this was just what
his brethren did not want, for it
would mean that they would have
to return to their father without
Benjamin, and this, Judah ex-
plained, would doubtless cause the
death of their father—it would
bring his gray hairs down in sor-
.row to the grave, that is, to sheol,
the condition of death, the Bible
hell.

Judah acted as spokesman for
the others, and related further de-
tails concerning their difficulty in
getting their father’s consent to
bring Benjamin with them. Then
he offered to take Benjamin’s place
as a bondman in Egypt so his
younger brother could return with
the others to his father. Judah had
already made a solemn promise to
his father that he would be re-
sponsible for the safe return of
Benjamin, and this offer he made
to Joseph indicates that he was
wholly sincere in his surety pledge.

Throughout the entire account of
Joseph and his brethren, Judah
reveals himself as being more cog-
nizant of their former wrongdoing
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than the others. It was Judah who
suggested that they sell Joseph as
a slave rather than kill him. Now
he stands out as the one most con-
cerned for the safety of Benjamin.
He loved his aged father, and could
not bear to see him suffer further
so was willing to give up his own
freedom to prevent it.

“I AM JOSEPH”
Chapter Forty-Five

) Joseph now knew that his
45:1-15 brethren really had ex-
perienced a change of heart and

that they were truly sorry for the

crime they had committed against
him many years before. With this
knowledge, and realizing that he
was about to be reunited with his
family, he “could not refrain him-
self before all them that stood by
him; and he cried, Cause every
man to go out from me.” Now

alone with his brethren, he made-

himself known to them. We read
that he “wept aloud,” or as the
margin states, he “gave forth his
voice in weeping.” These how-
ever, were not tears tears of sor-
row, but of joy. Great joy, when it
comes as a climax to a long period
of trial, often finds expression in
weeping.

“I am Joseph,” he announced to
his brethren, and at once asked,
“Doth my father yet live?” Ac-
cording to the marginal translation,
Joseph’s brethren were terrified
when they realized that they were
in the presence of their brother
whom they had sold to be a slave
in Egypt—so disturbed that they
could not, for the moment, reply
to his inquiry concerning Jacob.

Sensing the situation, and wish-

ing to assure them that he was
harboring no i1l will, Joseph said to
his brethren, “Come near to me,
I pray you.” They accepted this
invitation, and again Joseph told
them who he was, that he was their
brotiger, “whom ye sold into
Egypt.” Probably Joseph referred
to their crime, not to humiliate
them, but to let them know that
despite it he still loved them and
had only kindness in his heart to-

ward them.

This becomes apparent as we
study the narrative, for Joseph as-
sures his brethren that it was in
the Lord’s providence that he had
come to Egypt, God having sent
him before them “to preserve life.”
Here the reference is not to Egyp-
tian life but, as he explained, to
preserve you a posterity in the
earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.” The “posterity”
to be saved was the promised
“seed” of Abraham, that seed
through which all the families of
the earth were to be blessed.
Through this seed is to come a
great deliverance of all mankind
from the thraldom of sin and death.

An interesting parallel may be
drawn between the experiences of
Joseph and his brethren, and Jesus
and his brethren of natural Is-
rael. Joseph was sent into the
field by his father to seek the wel-
fare of his brethren, They seized
him and planned to put him to
death, but compromised and sold
him as a slave. Later, when they
probably believed that he was
dead, he revealed himself to them.
By now he had become a ruler and
savior of life. ‘

So Jesus was sent into the field
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—the world—Dby his Heavenly Fa-
ther, to seek the welfare of his
brethren. Like Joseph, however,
he came to his own “but his own
received him not.” Instead, they put
him to death, not by their own
hands, but by turning him dver to
the Roman authorities. Later,
Jesus will reveal himself to his
brethren of natural Israel as their
Ruler and Savior. And like Joseph,
he will be glad to extend mercy to
them once they demonstrate that
their hearts have changed.

Having proved his friendliness
toward his brethren, Joseph at
once instructed them to return to
Canaan and bring his father and
household to Egypt to remain there
for the duration of the drought.
He wanted his family near to him
so the reunion would be complete.
It would seem that he had been
making plans for this from the
time he realized that he had found
his family, for he announced at
once that they were to “dwell in
the land of Goshen.” A decision
of this importance was unlikely to
have been made on the spur of the
moment.

“And after that his brethren
talked with him,” Apparently it
took them some time to recover
their poise, and it was during this
period that Joseph told them of his
plans to bring the entire household
to Egypt and have them settle in
the land of Goshen. Then he em-
braced and kissed them all. His
gracious plans for them and their
father, together with this show of
affectionate love, doubtless con-
vinced the men that they had
nothing to fear, and then they were
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ready to talk with their long-lost
brother.

The spirit of forgiveness and
mercy manifested by Joseph is a
good example for Christians. Un-
fortunately, we do not always find
it so easy to forgive those who
have wronged us, but we should
seek to attain to this goal of char-
acter development. { Like Joseph,
we are in the Lord’s hands, and he
does not permit experiences‘\ -
cept as they are for our good. :szo,
if the injuries inflicted upon us by
others are serving a good purpose
in preparing us for joint-heirship
with Christ in the kingdom, it
should not be difficult to deal mer-
cifully with those through whom
the trials reach us.} In this respect,
our experiences are akin to those
of both Joseph and Jesus, who
through long periods of trial finally
attained to positions of rulership. .
And so it will be with us if we are
faithful, for “if we suffer [with
him], we shall also reign with him.”

e The news soon spread
45:16-24 that Joseph’s brethren
had come to Egypt and the spirit
of rejoicing seemed to be general.
Pharaoh outdid even Joseph in
offering assistance to the family.
This was a tribute to Joseph, for
it reveals the great confidence the
supreme ruler of the land had in
this young Hebrew.

Pharaoh ordered that “wagons”
should be dispatched to Canaan
on which to bring Jacob and his
belongings back to Egypt. This is
the first time wagons are men-
tioned in the Bible. They were
probably invented in Egypt, and
are believed to have had but two
wheels. They were seemingly not
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known in Canaan at the time. The
invention of the wagon wheel was
fundamental in the world of
mechanics and travel.

. Certainly Joseph’s breth-
45:25-28 ren hadya worll)derful re-
port for their father when they
got back to Canaan. At first, when
they told him that Joseph was
alive, his “heart fainted, for he be-
lieved them not.” This was not
surprising. He had probably been
greatly concerned over Benjamin

all .the time they were gone, and
for them to return with such un-
expected news was more than he
could adjust himself to at once.

But they continued to unfold the
details of the wonderful news, and
these, together with the gifts
Joseph had sent and the wagons
Pharaoh had dispatched to bring
the household back to Egypt, final-
ly convinced Jacob, and he said,
“It is enough; Joseph my son is
yet alive: I will go and see him
before I die.”
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The Sword of the Lord

1' HE sword is one of the most ancient weapons of war, and
continued to be one of the chief instruments used in warfare
until the invention of gunpowder. So important was its place in
the battles of ancient nations that the term sword became practically:
synonymous with war. In the symbology of the Scriptures this
fact is recognized, and it is in many instances employed in the
prophecies of evils that were to come upon nations through wars
to be waged against them. Thus for example, in the expression,
“by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence,” “by the
sword” refers to capture or destruction in war.—Jer. 14:12
The sword is primarily an instrument of destruction, and by
analogy, in the hands of a nation’s army, it symbolized the strength
of the nation; that is, a nation with a large army, wielding many
swords, was considered capable of subduing its enemies, thus main-
taining its position of superiority and power. This, in a general
way, is the background of thought associated with the Bible’s sym-
bolic use of the term sword. Thus the “sword of the Lord” and
the “sword of the Spirit” are not literal weapons of steel, but rather
the power of Jehovah which he employs to destroy those things
which are out of harmony with his will, the enemies of righteousness.
The first time the word sword appears in the Bible it is used to
symbolize a provision made by the Lord to prevent fallen man from
returning to the Garden of Eden. {This was before man himself
had invented the sword, and we might wonder why it was used thus
as a symbol before its later meaning was attached to it. ; Besides,
in this instance it seems to represent a preventive measure, rather
than destruction, as its later universal use denoted. It is translated
from the Hebrew word chereb, which according to Prof. Strong,
means ‘“drought; also a cutting instrument (from its destructive
effect).” Note that its first meaning is ‘“‘drought,” although it is
never so translated in the Old Testament.
About the only time this Hebrew word chereb is used in the
Old Testament when it could be translated “drought” without doing
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violence to the context, is in Genesis 3:24, where it is first used,
and translated ‘“flaming sword” to describe the Lord’s arrangement
to keep man from returning to the garden. It could, in this one
case, be given its original meaning; namely, “drought.” Perhaps
the Lord prevented fallen man from receiving the benefits of the
garden which he planted “eastward in Eden” simply by withholding
moisture from that section of the country—“a flaming sword [or
drought] which turned every way.” - Well might this explain the
disappearance of the garden in so short a time. /

This original meaning of chereb also gives significance to the
picture of desolation and blight that is often presented in the
Scriptures when reference is made to the effect of the sword. A
land, or country, that suffers the ravages of the sword is often
described as being utterly wasted; and thus are the enemies of God
and of righteousness represented under the withering power of the
“sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”—Eph. 6:17

“The Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon”

One of the early instances in the Scriptures where the Lord is
associated with the symbolic use of the sword is in the story of
Gideon and his little band of 300 who defeated a vast army of
Midianites. Here it is referred to as “The sword of the Lord, and
of Gideon.” (Judges 7:18, 20) This is clearly a symbolic use of
the term, for neither Gideon nor any of his little band of three
hundred carried swords in their attack against the host of Midian.

In this remarkable story we are given an insight into some of
the important ways in which the Lord’s “sword” is used in the
destruction of his enemies, and the fact that he makes it possible
for his people to join in the battle with him. This latter thought
is suggested by the Apostle Paul when he tells Timothy to endure
as a “good soldier of Jesus Christ,” and urges him to “war a good
warfare.” (II Tim. 2:3; I Tim. 1:18) Paul knew, and every faith-
ful follower of the Master has learned, that in order to be a “good
soldier” it is necessary to “endure hardness,” and not become en-
cumbered with the affairs of this world.

In considering the experiences of Gideon in connection with
the defeat of the Midianites,{one of the first lessons we observe
is that the Lord does not depend upon the power of numbers in
order to accomplish his purposes.) To impress this point upon
Gideon, he caused him to reduce his army from thirty-two thousand
to the insignificant number of three hundred. (Judges 7:3, 6, 7) .
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Gideon sensed that the Lord was thereby letting him know that only
by his wisdom and power would it be possible to defeat the mighty
host of Midianites.

After that victory had been gained, and Israel was freed from
the aggressors, the people wanted Gideon to rule over them, but he
replied, “I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over
you: the Lord shall rule over you.” (Judges 8:23) Gideon realized
that the people’s desire to have him as their ruler was based on the
false assumption that he had defeated the Midianites; so he wanted
them to know that the real congueror was Jehovah, and that
Jehovah, therefore, should be their Ruler.

Yes, Gideon learned well the lesson that only by the strength
of the Lord can victories be won by his people—victories over the
Lord’s enemies and their enemies. Have we learned that lesson?
The foes of spiritual Israel are not people, not literal armies
equipped with weapons of,carnal warfare; but they are, neverthe-
less, real and formidable. jHow important it is that no matter how
strong we might feel to fight these enemies of the new creature,
we should look to the Lord for guidance in the struggle and lean
upon his sustaining arm of strength to keep us from falling.

One of our principal enemies is our own fallen flesh. Allied
with our flesh is the world, and the prince of this “present evil
world,” the devil. It would be impossible for the strongest Christian
to fight victoriously against these unrighteous allies without the
wisdom and strength furnished by the Lord. | No wonder we tremble
when we think of self. But by the same token, when we look away
from self and to the Lord we are strong—*“strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might.” (Eph. 6:10) How else could Gideon
have defeated the Midianites except the Lord had helped him! And
how can we hope to be conquerors, yea, more than conguerors, ex-
cept it be through the help of the Lord!

The Lord Goes Before Us

Before the battle against the Midianites began, the Lord in-
structed Gideon to go down into their camp and listen to their con-
versation. He did this, and heard one of them telling a dream. This
dream was interpreted by the Midianites to mean that they would
be defeated by Gideon—“This is nothing else save the sword of
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath
God delivered.Midian, and all the host.” This was enough to re-
assure Gideon. Returning to his own little company of soldiers he
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THE DAWN.

said, “Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the host
of Mldlan ”——-Judges 7:9-15

How often in our experiences as new creatures do the provi-
dences of the Lord enable us to “arise” with courage to press for-
ward in the good fight of faith! This is not because we suddenly
discover strength of our own. Rather, it is due to the fact that the
Lord gives us an experience by Wthh we are reminded anew that
his grace is sufficient for us, that his strength is made perfect in
our weakness, and that he will overcome our enemies for us if we
but keep close to him by obeying his instructions.

Ofttimes the Lord fights for his people in ways unknown to
them, preparing victory in advance; while they, perhaps, by trying
to cross those proverbial “bridges” before they come to them,
tremble with fear over the outcome of that which the Lord has
already made a certain victory for them. God favored Gideon by
letting him know that the enemy had been “softened” by an ad-
vance attack and hence weakened by fear, and with their morale so
low, they were in no fit shape to resist, even though the attacking
army was small. Gideon was thus assured again that the battle
was the Lord’s and that victory was sure. The Lord does not al-
ways thus favor his people by letting them know the manner in
which he is fighting for them; but we can be sure that he is, and
faith can firmly trust him, come what may.

In the interpretation of the dream which Gideon heard related,
reference was made to his sword—“the sword of Gideon.” The
Midianites were also made aware of the fact that they would be
delivered into the hand of Gideon by the God of Israel. This gave
the cue to Gideon as to at least a part of the strategy he should use
against the enemy, for he arranged that at a certain time, and upon
a signal from him, his little army was to shout, “The sword of the
Lord, and of Gideon.” (Judges 7:18-20) This was in keeping with
what the Midianites were expecting; and being convinced of defeat,
they become panicky and began fighting one another.

Here we have an important lesson. Actually, Gideon and his
little army did not use swords in this original attack, hence the term
is used symbolically to describe the manner in which the wisdom
and power of the Lord operated to defeat the enemies of God’s
people. The only “weapons” they used in this particular strategy
were trumpets, torches, and earthen pitchers. Through this strange
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combination of articles the power of the Lord—his “sword”—oper-
ated to put the Midianites to rout.

The Trumpet and Torch

Fundamentally, the great battle in which spiritual Israelites
are engaged is one between darkness and light, error and truth.
Jesus, the antitypical Gideon, was and is the “Light of the world,”
and he commissioned his followers that, as his representatives they
also were to be the light of the world. (Matt. 5:14; John 8:12)
But the darkness hateth the light, and Satan, the prince of darkness,
musters all the hosts of sin in battle array against the Lord’s “little
flock” of truth people.

We are provided with an “armor of light” to protect us against
the “wiles of the devil,” and one of the pieces of that armor is “the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. (Rom. 13:12; Eph.
6:11, 17) In the picture furnished us in the story of Gideon, this
“sword of the Lord” is represented by the twofold illustration of
trumpet and torch. And in the illustration we are reminded that
it is only as the trumpet gives forth a certain sound, and the torch
is displayed, that the forces of darkness and evil are defeated. This
suggests that the truth only becomes powerful—the “sword of the
Lord”—as we trumpet it forth and let it shine. Truth shut up in our
hearts will not overcome our enemies, nor make us conquerors in
the good fight of faith.

Broken Vessels

The third item of “armor” Gideon provided for his little band
of warriors was the earthen vessel, and this played its important
role only by being broken. The vessel was used to conceal the light
of the torch until Gideon gave the signal for the attack. The three
hundred soldiers were divided into three groups of one hundred
each, and deployed on different parts of the hill overlooking the
valley where the Midianites were camped. Gideon took his place
with one of the groups, and his instructions were that all the men
were to do as he did, the plan being that he would blow his trumpet
and at the same time break the earthen vessel that covered the
torch. The men with him would do the same, and when the other
two groups heard their trumpets and saw their lights, they also
were to blow their trumpets and uncover their torches. In addition
to this, they were all to shout, “The sword of the Lord, and of
Gideon.”
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The strategy was most effective. Only captains in ancient
armies, it is said, blew trumpets and carried torches. Thus it ap-
peared to the Midianites that Gideon commanded a tremendous
host, one large enough to require hundreds of captains. This, to-
gether with the information in the dream that Gideon and his God
would defeat them, caused consternation in the ranks of the enemy,
and they began fighting one another and thus fell an easy prey to
the little company of attackers.

One never tires of recounting this intriguing narrative of how
the Lord enabled so few to defeat so many; however, the important
thing to us is not the story itself, but the spiritual lessons it conveys
to us as spiritual Israelites, new creatures in Christ Jesus. Perhaps
one of the most important of these is that of breaking the earthen
vessels to permit the light of the torches to be seen by the enemy.
Brother Russell once said that this “represents self-sacrifice to let
the light shine out.” The sword of the Lord and of the antitypical
Gideon, Jesus, is effective against our enemies only in proportion
to our self-sacrifice to let the light of truth shine forth in a dark
world.

The trumpet of truth must also be sounded. The shout of
Gideon and his three hundred, “The sword of the Lord, and of
Gideon,” was merely an interpretation of the significance of the
trumpets and the torches. In our case, it is the sword of truth,
God’s truth, the truth of his Word, but made effective in our good
fight of faith as we proclaim it and cause it to shine forth. In order
to do this, our earthen vessels must be broken—broken and emptied,
for the Master’s use made meet. ‘

All the various parts of the Christian’s armor, as outlined by
the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 6:10-17, represent the truth and its
application from one standpoint or another. Most parts of this
armor are for defensive warfare, to protect us against the attacks
of our enemies, but the sword of the Spirit is for offensive warfare.
It is the sword that we use in attack; and as we have seen in the
case of Gideon, the sword is wielded by trumpeting forth the truth
and by letting our light shine.

Jesus, the antitypical Gideon, and his “little flock” of “good
soldiers,” are prophetically represented as saying of the Heavenly
Father, “He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the
shadow of his hand hath he hid me.” (Isa. 49:2) Here we have
the assurance of protection while we wield the sharp sword of truth
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by speaking forth the message which our God has given to us and
with which he expects us to overcome our enemies.

A “Twoedged” Sword

The Apostle Paul speaks of the Word of God, the truth, as
being “quick” and “powerful,” and sharper than any “twoedged”
sword, “piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12) We are given a similar
thought in IT Corinthians 10:4, 5, where we read, “The weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring-
ing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” -

Thus we are reminded that one of the new creature’s enemies is
the fallen flesh, and that we are expected to turn the sword of the
Spirit inward, as it were, in order to subdue and to bring into
captivity those earthly propensities which war against us as new
creatures in Christ Jesus. And for this purpose the sword is very
suitable when properly used. Self seeks to be recognized and to
have its way in almost every experience of life. Its reasonings
.are most subtle, and only by applying strictly the principles of the
truth to every situation will we be able to keep self where it belongs.
It is with self that the Christian’s warfare begins. “He that ruleth
his spirit,” said the prophet, “is better than he that taketh a city.”
—Prov. 16: 32

But the Christian warfare does not end with self. The flesh
may try to make us believe that it does, for thereby the self-sacrifice
that is essential in order to let our light shine would be avoided.
This false theory, however, is one of the “high things that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God,” one of the “reasonings,” as
the marginal translation puts it, the purpose of which is to circum-
vent the will of God that we should lay down our lives in the service
of the Lord, the truth, and the brethren.

One of the ways in which the great enemy, self, can be slain is,
as represented in the Gideon picture, through breaking our earthen
vessels to let the light shine out. And as this is done, we will also
be giving battle to our other enemies, which are, primarily, Satan
and the world. In so far as our individual struggle is concerned,
our victory over these enemies will be in preventing them from de-
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stroying us, or beating down our courage to fight the good fight of
faith. In the over-all picture, however, every member of the church,
beginning with the antitypical Gideon, its Head, has been engaged in
a battle which ultimately will result in the destruction of the world
and of Satan, its prince, and establishing in the earth the divine rule
of righteousness. )

This is one reason it is called a “good fight of faith.” (I Tim.
6:12; II Tim. 4:7) We cannot now see these formidable enemies
falling down before us. Seemingly evil continues to triumph. But
by faith in the divine plan we know that when we enlisted in the
army of God and of righteousness we took our stand with the win-
ning side, and that ultimately truth and righteousness will triumph
«verywhere. We as individuals will not know the tremendous
power that is being exerted against the bulwarks of Satan by our
faithfulness until we gain our own victory and have been given an
abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.—II Pet. 1:11

The High Praises of God

Psalm 149: 5-9 shows the “little flock” army of the Lord, particu-
larly in this end of the age, making effective use of the sword of the
Spirit, here spoken of as a “twoedged” sword, and interpreted to be
the “high praises of God.” No matter from which standpoint we
view the truth of the divine plan, it certainly reflects the praises of
our God. The Apostle Peter speaks of showing forth “the praises of
him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
(I Pet. 2:9) To do this, we need to break our earthen vessels in.
order that the light of truth which has shined into our hearts may
be seen by others. Thus, the trumpet tones of truth, sounding the
praises of God, to our enemies become the sword of the Lord, and
of the antitypical Gideon.

And how effectively the “enemy” is thus put to rout! ‘“Ven-
geance” is thus executed upon the nations; and “punishments” upon
the people. Their “kings” are bound with chains “and their nobles
with fetters of iron.” Jesus said to his disciples, and to us, “In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have over-
come the world.” (John 16:33) We might think of the “kings,”
the “people,” and the “nobles” mentioned in this prophecy. as repre- -
senting the various elements of the “present evil world,” and that
we overcome them when we overcome the world; but we think
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that more than this is implied in the prophecy, for it is clearly one
that applies to the end of the present age.

Do the saints, by proclaiming the truth, by wielding the sword
of the Spirit, by sounding forth the praises of God, actually bind
kings, place fetters upon nobles, and execute the vengeance of God
upon the nations, and punishments upon the people? From God’s
standpoint, yes, for he thus reckons it. The divine principle which
operates here is explained in God’s commission to the Prophet
Jeremiah. (Jer. 1:8-15) The prophet’s commission was to pull
- down and to destroy, but actually all he did was to proclaim the
Word of the Lord concerning it. Other agencies of the Lord were
used to accomplish the actual work of destruction.

So it is in the case of the church at this end of the age. We
are commissioned to declare the “day of vengeance of our God,” and
in doing this, we announce that all the kingdoms of this world are
being overthrown, and that all rulership of men will cease. God
has other agencies for accomplishing this purpose, but the “little
flock” is counted by God as having a part in it if they are faithful
in proclaiming the truth pertaining thereto.

And how well this is illustrated in Gideon’s rout of the Midian-
ites! Probably the trumpet blowing and torch waving would have
been largely ineffective had it not been for what the Lord accom-
plished beforehand by other means; namely, through the dream
given to one of the hosts of Midian. The shout, “The sword of the
Lord, and of Gideon,” would not have meant much to the Midianites
had they not already been convinced that they would be conquered
by this sword.

And even so, the Lord did not use extraneous force against the
enemies of Israel. The influences he brought to bear upon them
resulted in their turning upon one another. They destroyed them-
selves, but Gideon and his little army got the credit for the victory.
It is largely thus in the overthrow of the kingdoms of this world.
Isaiah 42:13 depicts Jehovah as a mighty man of war prevailing
against his enemies, the kingdoms of this world, and explains that
he does this by st1rr1ng up jealousy among them.

Another element which is now entering into the self-destruction
of this present evil world is fear, even as in the case of the Midian-
ites. The nations are now preparing to destroy one another because
they fear one another, and this fear has been engendered largely
through inventions of weapons of destruction brought about through
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the increase of knowledge, the brightshining of the Lord’s presence.
As the consecrated people of God, our part in this final struggle of
the ages is simply that of proclaiming the truth, the great plan of
God for the emancipation of the world from the slavery of sin and
death. By doing this faithfully, we are blowing the trumpet of
truth, we are holding high the torchlight of the kingdom Gospel,
and we are shouting, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.”

' And how blessed is the peace of mind and heart which is ours to
enjoy in the knowledge of the Lord’s certain victory! The battle is
his, not ours. He has outlined every strategic move we are to make.
He has provided us with an armor of protection against our foes,
and has put his twoedged sword of truth into our hands. If we
use this faithfully, following the example of the Captain of our
Salvation, our share in the victory of the Lord will be certain. But
in order to participate in this victory, we must press on in the battle.
Our part in the struggle will not be complete until our earthen
vessel, broken to let the light shine out, is completely destroyed—
until we have been faithful “even unto death.”—Rev. 2:10

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

JUNE 1—“He that hath My command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall
be loved of My Father, and I will love
him, and will manifest Myself to him.”
—John 14:21 (Z. ’95-75. Hymn 12)
JUNE 8—“He which converteth the sin-
ner from the error of his way shall save
a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.”—James 5:20 (Z. ’95-
203. Hymn 296)

JUNE 15—“And I will make an ever-

lasting covenant with you, even the
mercies of David.”-Isaiah 55:3 (Z. '96-
29. Hymn 144)

JUNE 22—“It is required in stewards,
that a man be found faithful. ... Every
man according to his several ability.”
—I Cor. 4:2; Matthew 25:15 (Z. '07-63.
Hymn 272)

JUNE 29—“Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God.”—Matthew
5:8 (Z. '00-71. Hymn App. P)
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“Songs in the Night”

JUNE 1

Be thou strong and very courageous.
—Joshua 1:7

THERE never was a time when more
strength of character and more cour-
age were needed than just now. We
need to be strong in the Lord and in
the power of his might. . .. We do not
know in what form some of our trials
and tribulations will come. But we who
are living in this “evil day,” yea, in
the very close of this day—in the final
“hour of temptation”—surely need to
have on the whole armor of God. We
need to have our loins girt about with
truth; we need the helmet to protect
our minds, our intellects, from the
shafts of error; we need the breastplate
of righteousness; we need the sword of
the Spirit—the broad twoedged sword;
we need the sandals of the “prepara-
tion of the Gospel of peace.” We need
all of these to overcome the Canaanites
in our own breast, and to overcome all
the surrounding obstacles.—Z '15-182
(Hymn 200)

JUNE 2

My soul shall be satisfied as with mar-
row and fatness; and my mouth shall
praise Thee with joyful lips: when I
remember Thee upon my bed, and
meditate on Thee in the night watches.
—Psalm 63:5, 6

WHOEVER has time for meditation
will receive a great blessing if his
thoughts shall turn toward the Al-
mighty, acknowledging his - goodness,
seeking to give praise to God for all
his manifold mercies, meditating upon
God in the night watches. ... We should
think of God as the personification of
all that is just, loving, kind, wise, in
character and principle. This should
stirnulate us to be like him., The more
we appreciate a noble character the
more we desire to emulate it. The more
we see of God’s mighty works in nature
and his mercies toward us, in that
same proportion our hearts and lips
i‘n)all praise him.—Z ’15-311 (Hymn App.
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JUNE 3

1 wait for the Lord, my soul doth
wait, and in his Word do I hope. My
soul waiteth for the Lord more than
they that watch for the morning: 1 say,
more than they that watch for the
morning.~Psalm 130:5, 6

IN EVERY experience of sorrow and
distress, and when the strain of the
jarring discords and the stinging vexa-
tions and wounds that make the heart
bleed, threaten to overwhelm the spirit,
let the child of God remember that he
“knows, and loves, and cares,” and that
his ministering angel is ever near us,
and that no trial will be permitted to
be too severe. The dear Master is
standing by the crucible, and the fur-
nace heat will never be permitted to
grow so intense that the precious gold
of our characters shall be destroyed, or
even injured. Ah no! If by his grace
the experiences may not work for our
good they shall be turned aside. He
loves us too well to permit any needless
sorrow, any needless suffering.—Z ’15-
345 (Hymn 12)

JUNE 4

Go ye, . . . and teach all nations.—

Matt. 28:19

SURELY He who was careful to
supervise the sowing work is not less
interested and.careful in respect to the
reaping. Let us then thrust in the
sickle of truth with energy and courage,
remembering that we serve the Lord
Christ, remembering that we are not
responsible for the harvest, but merely
for our energy in gathering what ripe
“wheat” we can find. If the labor be
great for the finding of few grains of
ripe wheat we are to rejoice the more
in those we do find, and learn to love
and appreciate the more that which is
scarce and precious. Let us remember,
too, while using all the wisdom we can
in this service, that the Lord’s object
in giving us a share in his work is not
so much what we can accomplish as in
the blessing that the labor will bring
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upon us. This will be an encouraging
thought to the-dear ones who are en-
gaged in the “volunteer” work; and if
they find many discouragements and
but small results, the reflection that the
Master knoweth them that are his, and
that he appreciates every sincere effort
made to serve his cause and to lay
down our lives on behalf of the breth-
ren, will give courage and strength to
those who otherwise might faint by the
way.—Z '01-156 (Hymn 309)

JUNE 5

Let the high praises of God be in
their mouth.—Psalm 149:6

THE saints can praise God more in-
telligently and fully now than ever be-
fore. We can see our Lord’s character
better, because much of the ignorance,
misconception, mysteries, and obscurity
have fled away. The Lord’s people who
keep close to his Word are now able to
tell forth the wondrous story of God’s
love, wisdom, justice, and power as
never before. And the truth is surely
accomplishing a work in the binding
and fettering of error. We believe that
the words of the Psalmist in this text
are being fulfilled at this time. To some
extent at least we are already engaged
in the great work here depicted.—Z ’15-
347 (Hymn 324)

JUNE ¢

The cries of them which have reaped
are entered into the ears of the Lord.
—James 5:4

DEARLY beloved of the consecrated
household, let us not forget to keep in
touch with the groaning creation; to
sympathize with its sorrows and its
woes; to realize its deep degradation
and misery; to remember its frailties,
its awful burden of hereditary taints
and consequent weaknesses; its present
environments of ignorance and super-
stition; and its long established error
of public sentiment; remembering that
we too are still in the sinful flesh, and
that the motions of sin are still often
painfully manifest in us, in some di-
rection, at least if not in many. And
as the cries of the groanimg creation
come up into the ears of the Lord of
hosts with strong and pathetic plead-
ing to his loving heart, so let them
come into our ears and gain our sym-
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pathies, and quicken our zeal to co-
operate with our Heavenly Father’s
plan for the establishment of his king-
dom of righteousness and peace.—Z '02-
263 (Hymn 214)

JUNE 7

Then sang Moses and the children of
Israel this song unto the Lord, and
spake, saying, . . . The Lord, is my
strength and song, and he is become
my salvation: he is my God, and I will
prepare him a habitation; my father’s
God, and I will exalt him.~Exodus
15:1, 2

IF IT was appropriate, as we all ad-
mit that it was, that the Israelites
should give glory to God for their de-
liverance from the bondage of Egypt,
much more is it appropriate that spirit-
ual Israel should recognize the still
greater deliverance from the power of
Satan and the thraldom of sin accom-
plished for us through the blood of the
Lamb of God who died for our sins. If
the illiterate people who had been in a
measure of slavery for a long period
and who had not the advantages of
this Gospel age were prompted to give
thanks to the Lord, how much more
should we, who have tasted of his
goodness, show forth the praises of him
who hath called us out of darkness into
his marvelous light! (I Peter 2:9) What
wonder, then, that the Scriptures every-
where refer to the Lord’s people as
being ministers, servants, of the truth,
and declare that the Lord has not only
lifted our feet from the horrible pit and
miry clay of sin and death, but has
additionally put into our mouths a
new song, even the loving-kindness of
o;)r God.—Psalm 40:2, 3 Z ’07-158 (Hymn
7 .

JUNE 8

And the Lord went before them by
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them
the way; and by night in a pillar of fire,
to give them light.—Exodus 13:21

WHAT was thus done every day by
the Lord’s direction in natural Israel
surely takes place with equal regularity
in spiritual Israel. All who will be
found faithful, all Israelites indeed, as
they go forth every morning to the
journey of life, to the battle of life, to
the trials and testings by the way,



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

must surely learn to look wunto the
Lord as the Captain of their Sal-
vation, as the one through whom alone
Satan and his hosts can be defeated,
through whom alone we can have
the victory. . Which spiritual Is-
raelite can afford to retire at the
close of the day without retrospectively
calling to mind the goodness of the
Lord and desiring his continued favor
and protection in the shades of night?
—Z ’07-236 (Hymn 110)

JUNE 9

If ye kihow these things, happy are ye
if ye do them.—John 13:17

WE MAY never become entirely satis-
factory to ourselves in thought, word,
and deed while in the flesh; and we
may never, therefore, be entirely satis-
factory either to others; but we can,
we should, we must, and by the grace
of God let us each resolve that we will,
attain to all of this so far as our hearts
are concerned. Nothing short of this
will be satisfactory to our Lord, to
whom we are “betrothed” as members
of the chaste, virgin church, If we fail
to come up to this reasonable, possible,
standard, we will fail to make our call-
ing and election sure to a place in the
bride company. But if we do these
things, if at heart we are at this stand-
ard, and are daily seeking to live it

to the best of our ability, the heavenly"

Bridegroom will rejoice to own us as
members of his elect. Oh, how. much
depends upon our learning this lesson!
—7 ’09-255 (Hymn 109)

JUNE 10

Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.—Gal. 6:7

WHILE each act and word and
thought has its bearing upon the ulti-
mate results-.in every Christian’s life,
nevertheless no one :-thought, no one
word, and no one deed carries the de-
ciding weight, either for good or for
evil. The more loyal we are, the more
faithful we are, the fewer slips we
make, the more like our Redeemer we
shall be, and the brighter will be our
reward, for as the apostle declares, “As
star differeth from star in glory, so also
is the resurrection of the dead.” Those,
then, who are of the world may know
that every good and every evil act of
theirs will have a weight and influence
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in respect to their trial for life or death
under the messianic kingdom arrange-
ments. And every Christian who has
entered into a covenant to become dead
with Christ that he may also live with
him, to suffer with Christ that he may
also reign with him—all such should
know that every word, every thought,
every act, has a bearing upon the great
results, Hence, as the apostle says, all
such should walk through life circum-
spectly, wisely, seeking to know and
to do the things pleasing to God, and
to attain the highest reward.—Z ’13-127
(Hymn App. O)

JUNE 11

Be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.
—Eph, 4:32

EACH and every one of the new crea-
tures, sons of God, accepted through the
merit of Jesus, is held responsible for
his own weaknesses; but divine power
has provided for the cancellation of
these freely for Christ’'s sake, upon
their acknowledgment and request for
forgiveness. But the forgiving of these
trespasses of God’s children is made
dependent upon their having a spirit
of forgiveness toward the brethren, for

-“if ye do not from the heart forgive

one another’s trespasses, neither will
your Heavenly Father forgive you.”
“With what judgment ye judge, ye shall
be judged: and with what measure” of
benevolence ye mete out to others, the
same shall be meted out to you. How
wonderful are the divine arrangements!
How blessed, how profitable to us, how
helpful to us in our preparation for the
kingdom!—Z ’12-359 (Hymn 198)

JUNE 12

If ye keep My commandments, ye
shall abide in My love; even as I have
kept My Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.—~John 15:10

LET us, dearly beloved, be more than
ever careful respecting the Word of the
Lord; let us not by negligence give
evidence of a decay of love. Our Lord
points out that his continuance in the
Father’s love, as the well beloved Son,
with all which this implies, was be-
cause of his obedience to the Father’s
will; and that following the same line,
he must require that we should be
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obedient to him if we would abide in
his love and share his throne and glory.
Our Lord’s instruction and command-
ments are not intended to terrify us,
nor to deprive us of happiness. On the
contrary, ‘“These things have I spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full.”
(John 15:11) Those who give surest
evidence of living nearest the Lord well
know that obedience to the Lord’s
words, together with the privilege thus
obtained of abiding in him and his love,
is the greatest joy, a joy which wholly
outweighs all the trifling pleasures
which the world has to offer. It is the
joy and peace which ‘“passeth all un-
derstanding,” which rules in the heart,
and which brings with it the promise,
the assurance, ‘not only of the life
which now is, but also of that which is
to come.”—Z ’12-259 (Hymn 172)

JUNE 13

Work . . . while it is still day: the
night cometh, when no man can work.
—John 9:4
« ASK yourself, What am I doing?
Then lay aside weights and hindrances,
and multiply your effoits. Be assured
that if you are not a servant of the
truth in some of the many ways now
open, you are unworthy of it, and will
lose your hold on it, because now is the
harvest, the sifting and separating time.
Various things will tend to draw you
away from the truth; fathers, mothers,
sons and daughters, brothers and sis-
ters will oppose and seek to separate
you from the truth and its service. You
must remember the Lord’s words that
the “harvest” is not a time for peace,
but on the contrary it will surely pro-
duce separation and alienations between
true wheat and all else. See, and treas-
ure up his words on this subject.
(Matt. 10:30-39 and Luke 18:28-30)—
Z '87-2 (Hymn 309)

JUNE 14

I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.—Phil. 4:13

WHETHER born with too much or
with too little self-esteem, those who
come into God’s family are put into the
school of Christ to be taught, corrected
—made right, in harmony with divine
standards. Those naturally self-con-
ceited must learn meekness—by in-
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structions if they will—otherwise by
experiences. And they should learn to
rejoice even in humiliating experiences.
They are evidences that God’s provi-
dence is supervising their affairs and
preparing them for the kingdom; for
without meekness and humility none
will be fit for it. As the self-conceited
must learn humbly to trust God and
not rely on themselves and thus secure
balance, so the naturally self-deprecia-
tive must learn a lesson of confidence.
Not self-confidence, not self-reliance
is the most desirable, but rather, con-
fidence in God and reliance upon his
promised ‘“grace to help in every time
of need.” This maintains the desirable
humility and meekness, yet gives the
courage and force suggested by the
apostle’s words: “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth
me.” As Paul again declares, “Our
sg)fficiency is of God”!—Z ’12-319 (Hymn
9
JUNE 15

Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity!—Psa. 133:1

THE truth seems to take hold on the
stronger characters rather than on the
weaker ones. The former have in their
flesh more of the firmness, grittiness,
and combativeness than have many
others, who are too pliable and “wishy-
washy” to be acceptable to the Lord as
members of the “little flock” of over-
comers. Thus we see that the very
quality which makes us acceptable to
the Lord and which is one gualification
of the overcoming position, is a serious
disadvantage in some respects, when a
number of these come together as a
church. Even a diamond surrounded
by mud would cut nothing, would
scratch nothing; but place a dozen dia~
monds together, and the more you get
rid of the mud element the more grit-
ting, scouring, and cutting there is
likely to be. So it is with the Lord’s
jewels-——the more they come together,
the more they get wakened up, the
more opportunities there will be for
friction, and the greater necessity there
will be that all be thoroughly imbedded
in and covered with the Holy Spirit,
which, like oil, is smooth and unctuous
and tends to prevent friction.—Z ’12-
100 (Hymn 23)
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JUNE 16

Do all things without murmurings
and disputings: that ye may be blame-
less and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among
whom ye shine as lights in the world.
—Phil. 2:14, 15

IN FOLLOWING in the footsteps of
our Lord Jesus, running the race for
the great prize set before us in the
Gospel, we are not to murmur by the
way, finding fault with its difficulties
and narrowness; nor are we to dispute
respecting it, nor seek to have any
other way than that which divine provi-
dence marks out for us, realizing that
the Lord knows exactly what experi-
ences are necessary to our development
in the school of Christ; and realizing
also that, if obedience were possible,
while our mouths are full of complaints
and dissatisfaction with the Lord and
our lot which he has permitted, it would
indicate that we are at least out of
sympathy with the spirit of his arrange-
ment; and such an obedience, if it were
possible (but it could not be possible),
would not meet the divine approval,
no71; gain us the prize—Z ’11-442 (Hymn
19

JUNE 17
The wise shall understand.—Dan. 12:10

DEARLY beloved, we are permitted
to enjoy wonderful things! By the
grace of God we are privileged to see
the meaning of things that were once
mysterious, not only to us, but to our
parents. While some in Babylon are
going into infidelity, some out of Baby-
lon are becoming stronger spiritually,
entering by hope “into that which is
within the veil.” If Christ is our Fore-
runner, we shall enter there with him.
To do so will mean to become partakers
of The Messiah, by becoming the bride
of Messiah, as symbolically represented.
The true church is to become associated
with Christ in his kingdom. Then will
come the promised blessings to “all the
families of the earth.”” As we perceive
the consistency of the divine plan of
the ages, our hearts are full of thanks-
giving to God. We see that the new
dispensation will be ushered in with
“3 time of trouble such as never was”;
and that this time of trouble is located,

45

among other ways, by that prophecy
which tells that “many shall run to and
fro, and knowledge shall be increased”;
that there will be a time of trouble; but
that “the wise shall understand.” From
what source do the wise receive their
instruction? They will understand ac-
cording to the wisdom from on high—
in humility accepting the divine Word
and being blessed in so doing.—Z ’12-278
(Hymn 333)

JUNE 18

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits: who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases.—Psa. 103:2, 3

THE Prophet David may have appro-
priated these words to himself as a Jew,
and may have thought of his own
physical healing and blessing as evi-
dences of the Lord’s favor under the
Law Covenant. But the prophetic ap-
plication of this Psalm to spiritual Is-
rael is still more interesting. The
spiritual Israelites are new creatures,
and have this treasure in earthen ves-
sels. With these it is the new mind that
recognizes his healing, his forgiveness,
his reconciliation to God; and according
to God’s promise, all things are work-
ing together for good to him because
he loves God and has been called ac-
cording to the divine purpose. Con-
tinually the new creature has cause to
exclaim the words of our text. The
Apostle Paul, carrying out this same
thought, declared that the great Re-
deemer will ultimately present his
church before the Father faultless and
perfect in love—Sown in we ess,
raised in power; sown in dishonor, raised
in glory; sown an animal body, raised
a spirit body. We shall be like him and
see him as he is and share his glory.—
Z '12-73 (Hymn 327)

- JUNE 19

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may
live.—Amos 5:14

THE greatest privilege of the present
time is to get into the elect company of
God’s saints. In order to enter this
company faith and obedience are neces-
sary requisites. That faith must recog-
nize Jesus as the Lamb of God, the
Sin-bearer. It must recognize him also
as the Pattern and Examplar. The re-
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ward will be to those who have his
spirit, his disposition, and who will
walk through the present life in his
footsteps. Such will eventually gain
with him glory, honor, immortality—
the kingdom. In the present time they
will to the world seem to have the un-
favorable side, a battle against the
world, the flesh, and the Adversary.
The world cannot understand what
pleasure and blessing these really enjoy
because of the surrender of their wills
to God’s will, and because of the Spirit
of the Lord, which they consequently
receive. But these alone have the peace
and joy and blessing which the world
can neither give nor take away. What
other men are seeking and failing to
find, God’s saints enjoy.—Z ’13-156
(Hymn 123)

JUNE 20

Because thou hast made the Lord,
which is my refuge, even the most
High, thy habitation; there shall no
evil befall thee—~Psa. 91:9, 10

GOD has so arranged that only the
truly consecrated will be kept from
stumbling into error in this evil day.
Every day we learn to appreciate more
and more the divine favor which has
anointed the eyes of our understand-
ing, and permitted us to see the internal
strength and beauty of the divine Word
and plan. If, then, we are thus by di-
vine favor made strong in the Lord, and
enabled to. “stand fast” while thou-
sands are falling from their faith and
stedfastness, let us “rejoice with fear”
(reverence). Let him who feels strong
and well supported “be not high-
minded,” but “take heed lest he fall.”
Humility and zeal for the Lord are the
terms upon which we received the
great blessing, and are also the terms
upon which we may retain it to the
end—until our “change” comes and es-
tablishes in glory what grace began in
our weakness.—Z ’11-438 (Hymn 120)

JUNE 21

I will show thee my faith by my
works.—James 2:18

OUR faith does not consist merely in
believing in God’s personality, God’s
righteousness. We fully believe in the
personality of God, in the power of
God. Nevertheless we need to exer-
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cise faith in the divine providence in
our own case; faith in the fact that
God veils things from our mental and
spiritual sight at the present time. He
allowed things to come to Jesus which
might have astonished our Lord if he
had not exercised faith. He allowed
our Lord to be maligned, slandered—
to be crucified. It requires knowledge,
faith, for everything that we are called
upon to do and to undergo. We be-
lieve God; but, are we determined to be
loyal to God and to his plan? And are
we willing to endure hardship and to
sacrifice earthly interests in favor of
these heavenly promises?—2Z '12-211
(Hymn 279)

. JUNE 22

I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection.—I Cor. 9:27

OUR text is a great lesson of itself.
It brings to our attention the fact that,
like the apostle, we should recognize
ourselves as new creatures in Christ
Jesus, for whom “old things have passed
away, and all things have become new,”
and acting from this standpoint the new
creature should keep a continual super-
vision of the old nature, its degires and
affections, and should keep these con-
tinually under or subject to the new
nature, and the higher law should
bring it gradually into full subjection,
yet hoping, yet praying for the glorious
consummation of the first resurrection,
when the new creature, the new mind
or will, shall be clothed upon with the
spiritual body. Such a keeping under
of the body will include wisdom and
control in respect to what we eat, as
well as what we drink and what Wwe
wear, and our every act, word, and
thought.—Z ’08-361 (Hymn 150)

JUNE 23

I press toward the mark for the prize
of the high ecalling of God in Christ
Jesus.—Phil. 3:14 ’

NO CHRISTIAN should be satisified
with a long delay in reaching the mark.
The milk of the Word should be re-
ceived, its strength should be appro-

priated, spiritual sight and . spiritual
energy should quickly follow, and
strong meat of divine truth should

speedily bring to. full maturity the
Christian character. And once attained,
it should be held at any cost through all
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the trials and difficulties which the
Adversary, and the world, and the flesh,
might be permitted to bring against us.
The severest temptations come after
we have reached the mark—temptations
to slackness in service of God; tempta-
tions to withhold parts of our sacrifice;
temptations  to deal unkindly, un-
charitably, unlovingly with the breth-
ren, or unjustly with our neighbor, or
ungenerously with our enemies. All
of these must be resisted as we prize
our eternal life, as we prize the promise
of joint-heirship and fellowship with
our Redeemer in his kingdom. Who-
ever sees this subject clearly must
realize that as a Christian he has to do
with a great proposition which will
thoroughly test his loyalty, his courage,
his zeal, his love. He will need to re-
member the Lord’s comforting assur-
ances of grace to help in every time of
need if he would come off a victor and
not be dismayed, nor have his courage
beaten down by the Adversary’s at-
tacks.—Z ‘09-270 (Hymn 4)

JUNE 24

Be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you.—I Pet. 3:15

FOLLOWING this course—of preach-
ing the Gospel of hope—we are follow-
ing the Master and the apostles. They
had so much of this spirit of hope,
trust, confidence, love, joy, and peace
that they could rejoice in tribulation;
and they did so. The apostles even
sang praise to God that they were ac-
counted worthy to share in the suffer-
ings of Christ, that they might also
share in his coming glories. Let us,
then, dear brethren, realize that the
world has tears and sorrows enough,
and fears aplenty. Let us more and
more use our time, strength, talents,
joys, etc., in relieving the poor world
of its mental distress. Hearken to the
words of Jesus: God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes. “Be ye per-
fect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” As it will be God’s
great work in the future, through
Christ and the church, to wipe away
earth’s tears, let us chase away some
of those tears at the present time,
Thus we shall help to prepare the way
for the world to come back into fel-
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lowship with God by and by, for the
faithful of the present time to walk
more carefully in the footsteps of Jesus
and to encourage one another in the
good way.—Z ’13-106 (Hymn 280)

JUNE 25

Search the Scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of Me.—John 5:39

AS OUR text points out, the Lord is
revealed in the holy Scriptures, and
those who would know him should seek
their information from that quarter.
Under divine providence, apostles,
prophets, and teachers are necessary,
indispensable. But no words of man
are to be taken instead of the Word of
God. On the contrary, their presenta-
tions are to find acceptance only in pro-
portion as they are found to be in
harmony with the Scriptures, and to
discern this harmony the Holy -Spirit
is necessary. The Scriptures must be
searched, but only by coming into a
condition of heart harmony and teach-
ableness, and then by a full consecra-
tion receiving the Holy Spirit, can we
hope to understand the divine message
and -to obtain therewith the eternal
life which it promises to those guided
and taught of the Lord.—Z ’09-54 (Hymn
296) )

JUNE 26

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ—
Romans 13:14

OUR hearts are already consecrated
to the Lord. We are already adopted
into his family by the begetting of his
Holy Spirit. But our flesh is not per-
feet, and it continues to love many of
the garments of the old nature, which
we are to put off. Gradually we are
to substitute the new clothing, the
livery of heaven, by which all may
know us outwardly as well as know us
by profession to be children of God,
brethren of Christ, ‘“heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Putting on the Lord Jesus is not the
work of a moment, nor of an hour, nor
of a month, nor of a year; it is the work
of a lifetime. But unless it be begun
it will never be completed. And indeed
we may be sure that we can never
fully put on Christ’s characteristics.
However, the Lord will see our en-
deavor, our strenuous fighting to put oft
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the old nature, to put off the works of
the flesh and to be clothed with the
garments of righteousness, suitable to
our relationship to him—the livery, the
clothing, that will make us separate
from the world, sanctified to od
through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Z ’09-
152 (Hymn 82)
JUNE 217

God is a Spirit: and they that wor-
ship hitn must worship him in Spirit
and in truth.—John 4:24

WE DO well to keep continually in
mind the thought that God, with whom
we have to do, is a spirit being of un-
limited power; that he can read the
very thoughts and intents of our hearts
and that any worship or service that we
could render, that he could accept, must
be honest hearted—rendered in Spirit
and in truth. He seeketh only such to
worship him, and of this class there are
but a few at the present time. After
the Covenant of Grace shall have gath-
ered out all the household of faith, the
royal priesthood, and the great company
of antitypical Levites, then, as a means
of extending God’'s favor, the New
Covenant will witness the thousands of
the world coerced to righteousness—that
all may be enabled to see, to ex-
perience the love of God and the bless-
ings of righteousness, to the intent that
all who will may come into heart har-
mony with him and proportionately ex-
perience restitution, the rewriting of
the divine law in the very character,
the very being. Yet in the end, even
with the world, only such as worship
God in Spirit and in truth will be final-
ly approved and be granted life eternal
beyond the millennial age—Z '09-174
(Hymn 65)

JUNE 28

Pray without ceasing.—I Thess, 5:17

TO SOME, prayer at any time is irk-
some, tedious, but to the true Christian
prayer constitutes one of the greatest
of God’s blessings. His privilege of ap-
proaching the throne of heavenly grace
to obtain mercy and also to find grace
to help in every time of need is a
privilege the value of which cannot be
too highly esteemed. ...These blessed
privileges of prayer belong to the Lord’s
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family because they are his and have
access to him continually through their
great Advocate, their Redeemer.—Z °(09-
188 (Hymn 241) .

JUNE 29

Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs

‘is the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 5:10

OUR text applies the general princi-
ple enunciated by our Lord, “Through
much tribulation shall ye enter the
kingdom.,” This is not because divine
power is not able to shield us from the
tribulations, nor because our Lord is
not interested in our welfare, but quite
the contrary, because, according to di-
vine tests placed upon the church, the
new nature can be developed, educated,
crystallized, only through the tests and
trials it will endure through its earthly
members in the flesh, through loyalty
to the Lord. These testings will come
along various lines—faith, obedience,
endurance, love, ete. And it is only to
the overcomers that the reward is
promised. But thank God, grace to
help in time of need is promised us. If
our hearts are loyal and we do our best,
the Lord will see to the remainder.—
Z ’09-39 (Hymn 222)

JUNE 30

The Lord God is a sun and shield:
the Lord will give grace and glory: no
good thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly—Psa. 84:11

QUR text is a great encouragement to
the David class, the beloved class, the
anointed ones, the members of Christ.
To these the Lord God is both a sun
and shield; he not only enlightens these,
but he will not suffer them to be in-
jured by the blessings which he be-
stows upon them. He will shield them
from all enemies and everything that
would tend to injure them in any man-
ner; all things shall work together for
good to those that love him, to the
called ones according to his purpose.
With such blessed assurances, then, we
may look forward into the future with’
rejoicing and with confidence, trusting
to have a share in the glorious rewards
God has promised to the faithful.—Z
'08-236 (Hymn 273)

—



Yourn Luestions

Probation After Death

Is it your belief that even the
wicked dead will be raised to live
on this earth again?

BY THE expression, ‘“the wicked
dead,” we assume our questioner
refers to those who have died with~
out accepting Christ as their per-
sonal Savior. Everyone who
accepts the testimony of the Bible
believes that the wicked dead will
be raised. The Apostle Paul, in his
defense of the Gospel before Felix
said, “There shall be a resurrec-
tion of the dead, both of the just
and unjust.” (Acts 24:15) Christ
also declared that the time would
come when all in their graves, both
those who have done good and
those who have done evil, will
come forth from the tomb.—John
5:28, 29

The question, therefore, is: In
the resurrection, what will happen
to those who in this life have not
accepted Christ as their Savior?
To believe that they are in a place
of torment and are brought back
merely to hear a sentence passed
upon them, and then immediately
return to their place of torment to
remain there eternally, is neither
scriptural nor Godlike. This con-
ception of God’s purpose for the
majority of our race is so repulsive
to the reasoning mind that many
have cast aside the Bible, believ-
ing that it teaches such nongense.

The Bible teaches that God has
a definite purpose in awakening
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the unsaved dead, and that pur-
pose is to give them a favorable
opportunity to secure everlasting
life. Through Adam’s disobedience
all his children have come under
divine condemnation, all have been
born in sin and shapen in iniquity.
(Psa. 51:5; Rom. 5:12) All were
condemned through Adam’s dis-
obedience so that all could be re-
deemed through the obedience of
Jesus Christ. That was the pur-
pose of Christ’s death. I Corinthians
15:22 tells us, “As in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” v

Some may ask: Does this not
support what is commonly spoken
of as the doctrine of a second
chance? We answer, No. Christ
died once for all, but let us remem-
ber that he did die for all, and that
all in this life have not been called
to discipleship. Many millions
have died without ever hearing the
only name of salvation, and many
who have heard the name of Christ
have not believed, because all men
have not faith, and our God of love
has not been properly revealed to
them by human creeds. These must
yet have their first opportunity to
know God as he is revealed in the
Bible, and to receive life through
accepting his Son, Jesus Christ, as
their Savior. That is the purpose
of awakening them from the sleep
of death;

The record is (John 5:29) that
they will come forth to a resurrec-
tion; that is, to a full standing to
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life, during the thousand-year “day
of judgment.” The purpose of the
day of judgment is beautifully ex-
pressed in Isaiah 26:9, “With my
soul have I desired Thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within
me will I seek Thee early: for when
thy judgments are in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness.” Those unwilling
to do righteously in that day will
be counted unworthy of life on any
plane of existence.

What Kind of Body?

Your ;ecent broadcast has caused
a question to arise in my mind. It
sounded as though you believe we
will be resurrected in our original
human bodies. Then what about
those whose bodies have deterio-
rated through age or disease, and
those cremated? Are we not to
be raised in spiritual bodies?

THE subject of the resurrection
from the dead includes the query
today, even as it did in apostolic
times, “How are the dead raised
up? and with what body do they
come?”’” (I Cor. 15:35) It is true
that the Apostle’s Creed, so-called,
has instructed many to believe in
the “resurrection of the body,” but
this is contrary to the Bible. What
a sorry sight all those maimed and
diseased bodies would make if such
were literally true! The Apostle
Paul in his great sermon on the
subject of the resurrection declared,
“And that which thou sowest, thou
sowest not that body that shall be.”
(I Cor. 15:37) Because of this text
and others, we do not look for the
resurrection of the literal bodies
that have been buried and returned
to the elements of the earth.

On the other hand, all will not be-
raised with spiritual bodies. This.
favor is reserved for the church of
the Gospel age. They have the as-
surance that their reward will be:
spiritual life in heaven, unham-
pered, by the limitations of flesh..
Of these faithful ones it is said.
(I John 3:2), “Beloved, now are we:
the sons of God, and it doth not.
yet appear what we shall be: but.
we know that, when. he [Christ]
shall appear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.”

After the first resurrection is
complete, the general resurrection
will then take place—all who are
in their graves shall hear the voice:
of the, Master, and shall awaken
from the sleep of death. (John
5:28, 29) They will come back to
earth, with a body of flesh adapted
to living upon the earth; but not
with the diseased, emaciated body
of death. Just as the heavenly
seed, the wheat class, will be given
a heavenly body, the earthly seed,
represented by other grain, will be
given an earthly body, one which
eventually will be perfect and able
to enjoy perfectly all the blessings
of earth that an obedient child of
God is heir to in that kingdom
where God’s will is done in earth
as in heaven.—Matt. 6:10

The Moffatt translation of I Co-
rinthians 15:35-40 presents the
apostle’s argument as follows: “But,
someone will ask, how do the dead
rise? What kind of body have
they when they come?  Foolish
man. What you sow never comes
to life unless it dies. And what
you sow is not the body that is to
be: it is a mere grain of wheat, for
example, or some other seed. God
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gives it a body as he pleases, gives
each kind of seed a body of its own.
Flesh is not all the same: there is
human flesh, there is flesh of beasts,
flesh of birds, and flesh of fish.
There are heavenly bodies and also
earthly bodies, but the splendor of
the heavenly is one thing, and the
splendor of the earthly is another.”

Born of the Spirit

I am a “born again Christian.”
May I ask if your work is carried
on by those who have been “born
again” according to Jesus’ words in
John 3:1-87

IN ANSWERING this question,
we rejoice in being able to state
that all in our fellowship who have
a part in sending forth the message
of the kingdom are Christians, con-
secrated to God, by their own coh-
fession, and devoted to knowing
and doing his will.

However, we do not choose the
expression, “born again Chris-
tians,” for several reasons. We
know that there are many who can
be described as “nominal Chris-
tians,” that is, Christians in name
only, whose lives do not reflect the
indwelling of the Spirit of God.
But those who really are footstep
followers of Jesus Christ, who love
not the world, nor the things of the
world, can well be described as
“Christians” without any further
qualification, for that is the way
they are described in the Word of
God.

Another reason we do not use
the expression, “born again Chris-
tians,” is that it improperly ex-
presses the true relationship of a
Christian to our Heavenly Father.
The Greek word, gennae, accord-
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ing to Young’s Analytical Con-
cordance of the Bible, means “to
beget, to bring forth.” While this
word is often properly translated
“born,” it can also be properly
translated ‘“begotten,” depending
upon the circumstances. One who
is in filial relationship with God is
properly spoken of as being be-
gotten of the Holy Spirit of God,
for a new life has been started in
him through the Word of God.

How beautifully this is expressed
by the Apostle Peter in his first
letter to the church: “Being be-
gotten again [anagennao], not of
corruptible seed, but of incorrupti-
ble, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth forever.” (I Pet.
1:23) This begettal of the incor-
ruptible seed is the basis of our
spiritual life; but we are not yet
born of the Spirit, nor will we be,
until we receive our spiritual
bodies in the first resurrection.—
Rev. 20:4, 6.

In John 3:1-8 the Master is
speaking of the time when one
would enter into his reward in
heaven, for in verse 8 he says, “The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit.”
Certainly as long as we are in this
body of flesh we cannot come and
go as the wind, so this text does
not apply to us now. But when the
begettal of the Spirit starts a new
life in wus, that life develops
throughout the life of one who is
faithful to his covenant by sacrifice
(Psa. 50:5); and when his path on
earth is done, he is assured of a
birth on the spiritual plane; then
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the words of our Master will be
fulfilled, and, as a heavenly crea-
ture, he will be able to come and
go as the wind, for “so is every one
that is born of the Spirit.”

One God

In line with your denial of the
doctrine of the Trinity, please ex-
plain Romans 9:5, which clearly
says that Christ is God, blessed
forever.

LET us first look at the text.
Romans 9:5 reads as follows,
“Whose are the fathers, and of
whom as concerning the flesh
Christ came, who is over all, God
blessed for ever.” The apostle here
is discussing the advantages en-
joyed by the Israelites, because of
God’s dealings with them; but he
had sorrow of heart because the
Israelites had refused to accept
Christ as the expected seed of
promise. Paul was willing to sur-
render his blessing of divine favor,
if that would help his people, Is-
rael. He then recounts the bless-
ings of Israel, and tells them that
sonship was also theirs, if they
would believe. In the verse of our
question, he declares that one of
the heritages of Israel was that
Jesus’ mother was a Jew. Then in

conclusion he says, “Blessed for-
evermore be the God who is over
all,” and in the verse following he
says that failure on Israel’s part
will not mean the failure of God’s
Word, or of his purpose.

With these thoughts in mind,
please read this text carefully as
it is given to us in Moffatt’s trans-
lation, which in this case is more
clearly stated than the text of the
Authorized Version. We present
it here: “I could have wished my-
self accursed and banished from
Christ, for the sake of my brothers,
my natural kinsmen; for they are
Israelites, theirs is the sonship, the
glory, the covenants, the divine
legislation, the worship, and the
promises; the patriarchs are theirs,
and theirs too, so far as natural
descent goes, is the Christ. Blessed
forever more be the God who is
over all, Amen.”—Rom. 9:3-5

It is apparent, therefore, that
this text is in harmony with the
rest of the Word of God, which
teaches, “But to us there is but
one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom' are
all things, and we by him.” (I Cor.
8:6) Our Master said, “My Father
is greater than I.”~—John 14:28

I know not the way that’s before me,

The joys or the griefs it may bring;
What clouds are o’erhanging the future,
What flowers by the wayside may spring.

But there’s One who will journey beside me,
Nor in weal nor in woe will forsake;

And this is my solace and comfort,
“He knoweth the way that I take.”
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”/\/\aking Many Rich”

A\ MONG the privileges of those who are honored as “ambassa-
dors for Christ,” the Apostle Paul mentions that of being
“poor, yet making many rich.,” (II Cor. 6:10) From the natural
standpoint this seems like a paradox, but in the spiritual world in
which “new. creatures” live, the principle thus set forth is very
understandable and workable. It is merely another way of saying
that by sacrificing self and its interests on-behalf of others and to
the glory of God, a Christian is able, by God’s grace, to enrich the
lives of those to whom he ministers by helping them to a better
understanding of the truth of the divine plan, and to increase their
knowledge and love of God.

The most outstanding example of the operation of this principle
is Jesus, the beloved Son of God, who became “poor, that through
his poverty” we might become rich. How poor indeed did Jesus
become when we compare his lowly estate as a man with the glory
which he had with the Father before the world was, (II Cor. 8:9;
John 17:5) And even after he was found in fashion as a man, he
made himself still poorer by laying aside all the rights of a perfect
human being which he might have enjoyed, and sacrificing these
for the sins of the world. Concerning him it is written that while
the foxes of the field have holes, and the birds of the air have nests,
the Son of Man did not have where to lay his head.—Matt. 8:20

This does not mean that Jesus never had a place to sleep. The
thought is, rather, that he did not acquire a home of his own; that
he used up his life so completely in the service of his God and of
humanity that he gave little consideration to his temporal needs;
that he did not spend time to make himself secure economically;
that he took no anxious thought for the morrow, but used his all
in the service of the cause he had espoused, being satisfied with the
day by day temporal needs which his Heavenly Father deemed best
to provide.

Yes, Jesus surely made himself poor, but how rich indeed are
we today because of his sacrifice on our behalf! And not alone
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ourselves, but all who have been reconciled to God through his
blood have likewise been made rich. And all who will yet be
reconciled to God through the atoning work of Christ will also
become rich because he made himself poor. Surely, then, it can be
said of Jesus that he made “many” rich!

And we are his ambassadors, writes Paul, and are here to
carry on the work which was begun by the Master. Paul explains
this point, saying that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, . . . and hath committed unto us the Word of reconcilia-
tion.” (II Cor. 5:19). The faithful use of the Word of reconciliation
calls for sacrifice by the ambassadors of Christ, and in propor-
tion to our faithfulness in dispensing the truth, we toq can help to
make “many rich”—not in the “filthy lucre” of this world’s wealth,
but in the “gold” and “silver” of divine truth, and the joys of heart
experienced by those who learn to know the Lord through an under-
standing of his plan of the ages.

All truth-enlightened Christians can look back to the time when
they first became acquainted with the divine plan and can realize
that for such inspiring knowledge to reach them someone, perhaps
many, sacrificed time, or strength, or means—perhaps all of these—
in sounding forth the message of reconciliation, the glorious Gospel
of Christ. Yes, we have been made rich because others, beginning
with Jesus, made themselves poor.

This principle will continue to operate until all the world is
reconciled to God, for those who will constitute The Christ in glory
and will be blessed with the privilege of reconciling the whole world
during the thousand years of the kingdom, will be those who are
faithful unto death in sacrificing all human interests. Jesus’
“poverty” was complete only when he finished his sacrifice on the
cross, and it is our privilege to be crucified with him, to be planted
together in the likeness of his death. (Rom. 6:5-8) If faithful in
this—faithful even unto death—we will have the privilege of reign-
ing with him, and in that glorious position be empowered to make
rich the lives of all the willing and obedient of the millennial age.
What a glorious prospect! '

And it is this anticipation of making the whole world rich in
the knowledge of God in the next age that inspires us to do ‘all
we can now to enlighten and bless others with the truth. From one
standpoint we might say that we are now serving our apprenticeship
for the glorious work of the Millennium. But even in such a humble
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position the Lord expects us to be faithful. Our enthusiasm for
making many rich now, helps to determine our worthiness for that
exalted position of the future.

Today the opportunities for service are numerous and varied,
and many indeed are being made rich through the united sacrifices
of the brethren. How the heart of a true Christian is warmed by
telling another about the Gospel of the kingdom! This may be done
by word of mouth, by the use of the printed page, or by co-operating
in a general effort of the brethren, such as public meetings which
our local ecclesias may arrange, or in the country-wide radio work.
Indeed, the week by week broadcasts of the message over the radio
are affording thousands of individual opportunities to discuss the
truth with people who have a hearing ear, and those who are using
these privileges are being richly blessed.

There are, of course, thousands who listen to these broadcasts
of the truth who are never reached by the personal follow-up work,
but they too are being blessed by what they hear; and all who in
any way share in keeping the programs on the air are helping to
make these interested listeners rich in the knowledge of God. Thus
we share with these the joys which enriched our own hearts when
the truth of the divine plan began to reveal to us the length and
breadth and height and depth of God’s love. We will never know
this side of the veil the full extent to which the truth that is reach-
ing the people over the radio is bringing joy to those who are thirst-
ing after righteousness. The thousands of letters received give some
idea of what is thus being accomplished by the sacrifices of the
brethren, but we know that there are other thousands who listen
and are glad, yet do not write. The following letter reveals that
in one city there are several groups who meet in homes every Sun-
day to listen to the programs, and then remain to discuss what they
have heard: '

Gentlemen: In my first letter requesting your booklets I neg-
lected to tell you that we have regular Frank and Ernest Sunday
classes; and I am happy to say that our attendance is really grow-
ing. I wish to add that now we have a new, or rather, additional
leader who is organizing another class. I shall add this name to the
list later. Every Sunday each leader and his class meet at the
various homes to listen to your broadcasts, and afterward to have
a discussion. ... Will you please forward your book, “When a Man
Dies,” to the following class leaders. Thank you, D.*C. E., N. J.
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Names of five class leaders were given, and these, plus the
additional one mentioned in the letter, indicate that in this city
six groups assemble regularly to hear the truth and afterward to
discuss it among themselves. A letter from West Virginia indicates
that others are finding it helpful to study the truth together. This
is a family group who are now getting The Dawn. We quote:

Dear Friends: I am enjoying my Dawn and the other literature
I received; and my family especially enjoyed your program today.
We, that is, my family, had a study in The Dawn today. We
enjoyed the study, and the lesson we took was, “The Firstfruits
of the Resurrection.” I like the entire chapter of I Corinthians 15.
Friends, please send me the “Creation” book that you offered today.
Yours for the kingdom of Christ. C. E. B.,, W. Va.

A letter sent to our Canadian Branch by a brother from the
Province of Saskatchewan suggests a unique method of follow-up
by use of home recordings which present the kingdom message. The
brother writes:

Dear Brethren: Enclosed find money order to be applied to
the radio fund. I am happy that Station CKBI has been added to
those broadcasting the message. The new station is excellent,
Last Sunday morning while calling on a sick neighbor, I asked
that CKBI be tuned in. After listening to Frank and Ernest,
my neighbor, a staunch Lutheran, asked, “What program is
that? It is interesting.” Now I have arranged to return with the
“Know Your Bible” recorded lectures—a pleasure I may not have
had but for CKBI. Your brother by his grace, H. D. K., Can.

Surely the Lord is good to his people in allowing them to have
these many opportunities of serving him by making known the truth
of his loving plan! Let us continue to look to him for wisdom in
how best to serve, and for grace and strength to remain faithful
as ambassadors of Christ—faithful even unto death in using every
opportunity the Lord gives us to enrich the lives of others with a
knowledge of his truth. Other interesting letters follow.

Truth Has Made a Difference It is very comforting to us, as we are

Dear Friends: The book “God not able to get out to the meetings.
and Reason” received, and my hus- I have Pastor Russell’s yolumes.
band and I enjoyed reading it. They haye made a great difference
It is written so anyone can under- 11 my life, as I had been b1'01:1ght
stand. We appreciate it, and thank up the “hell-fire and damnation”
you very much. We listen to your way. I now cannot understand
program every Sunday and enjoy it. how I could have ever believed a
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loving God could do the things I
was taught. It was difficult for my
husband to believe anything con-
cerning the Bible because of so
many conflicting beliefs, but now
he thinks the Frank and Ernest
talks are more like the God we
wish to call Father. We are truly
grateful for your good work, and
again I wish to thank you for my
husband and myself for the book
you sent, God bless you all, and
may you have a full life. We enjoy
listening to your announcer also.
Hubby said, “He talks good too.”
Your brother and sister, C. W. L.,
Calif.

Seeking Comfort

Dear Sirs: I listen to your broad-
casts every Sunday and enjoy them
very much. Always, in every one
of them, I find a great deal of food
for thought. Today I was especial-
ly interested in your ideas of what
we may expect when we die, be-
cause I have just recently lost my
father. Will you please send me
your booklet, “When a Man Dies.”
I hope you continue-your programs
for a long time to come. Sincerely,
Mrs. R. W. V., N. Y.

Comforting to Know

Dear Folks: I happened to tune
in on your broadcast today and
heard the latter part of your talk.
It was very interesting, and in line
with my way of thinking. It is
comforting to know that God has
revealed these things to man and
put at naught the superstitions and
traditions of man and confounded
the so-called wisdom and conjec-
tures of evolutionists, and the lies
of Satan. Would very much like a
copy of your booklet explaining
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these things.
JF.D, N Y.

Learned Many Things

Dear Sirs: I listened to your pro-
gram yesterday and enjoyed it a
lot. I would like to have one of
the little books you spoke of, “When
a Man Dies.” I try to live a Chris-
tian life, and also am a church
member, but I learn many things
from your talks that I didn’t know
before—points which are seldom
explained as you explain them.
Thanking you in advance, I remain,
Yours respectfully, R. B. H,, N. J.

Wants Others to Read

Dear Frank and Ernest: I enjoy
your Sunday programs very much.
Your discussions of the Bible have
helped me to settle a great many
questions which I could not settle
with my own knowledge. I am
sure it has been a benefit to many
other people also. Please send me
today’s book, “When a Man Dies.”
Your views and mine are the same,
but some of my friends don’t agree
and I want them to read your
books. Mrs. L. S., Va.,

Hears in Many Places

Gentlemen: I enjoy your pro-
grams very much and think they
are among the best on the air, I
would sure like to have one of your
books, “When a Man Dies.” I am
a truck driver, and may be in most
any city in the United States. But
regardless of where I am on Sun-
day, if I can get to a radio I look up
the paper to see if Frank and
Ernest is on one of the local sta-
tions. Thanking you for one of
your books, I remain, one of your
listeners, B. M., S. C.

Peace be with you.
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In a Few Hours

Dear Friends: Tomorrow I will
pass my seventy-seventh mile-
stone, and I have plenty to learn
yet. The worst and the best is still
to come. I had to read thousands
of pages to learn less than the little
book, “Our Lord’s Return,” showed
me in just a few hours. Now send
me your magazine, The Dawn, and
“Behold Your King.” Dr. G.R. R,
Wash.

Wants Questions Answered

Dear Frank and Ernest: I have
just finished listening to your
broadcast and I got a great deal out
of it. I think your method is very
efficient, and I know it certainly
put me to thinking. I would like
to request your book, “When a
Man Dies.” I am sure this book
will clear up several questions that
are bothering me. Very sincerely,
Mr. J. O, N. C.

Not Commercial

Dear Sirs: I listen to your pro-
gram every Sunday morning and
have learned a lot about the study
of the Bible. In today’s speech you
mentioned a free book, “When a
Man Dies,” yet you didn’t mention
any donation. Are we to keep the
book? If so, please send me a copy.
I have listened to you for a few
times and you are the only ones
who don’t commercialize. Thank
you. I.S, N. Y.

Wouldn’t Miss It

Dear Frank and Ernest: Please
send me your book, “When a Man
Dies.” I enjoy your programs so
much and tell all my friends about
them and loan them all the books
I get from you—after I read them,
of course. I have always wanted
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the Bible explained in language I
could understand, so when I heard
your program I was overjoyed. I
wouldn’t miss it. When I am not
home to listen I carry my portable
radio with me. Keep up your good
work, Mrs. G. B. W,, Kansas

A Lifetime Student

Sirs: I listen to your broadcast
each Sunday, and think it is the
best of its kind so far. People do
not understand, so how can they
apply the wonderful teachings and
promises to their own use? I am
of a long line of theology students
on both sides of a large family, and
since I was five years old the Bible
has been an important part of my
life. The explanations and inter-
pretations you are giving should
bring large benefits to many. Many
thanks, Mrs. E. W. D,, Florida

Given Courage

Dear Frank and Ernest: I listen
to your Sunday programs when-
ever opportunity permits. Since I
have been listening many Scripture
texts which I did not understand
have been made clear to me. Thank
you so very much for sending me
the book, “Hope Beyond the
Grave.” It helped me to under-
stand better what lies beyond the
grave, and filled me with so much
courage to follow as closely as I
can in Christ’s footsteps that I am
asking you to send me the book, .
“When a Man Dies,” which was
mentioned on the program of April
30. I am sure that it will help me
as much as the other book did, and
as much as your programs do.
May God always help you in your
work. I remain a Bible friend,
E. L. D., Pennslyvania
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Transitions in the Divine Plan

]] T HAS frequently been noticed
that in the outworking of the di-
vine plan of the ages, as one fea-
ture of the divine programme is
ending and another is about to be-
gin, there is seldom a sudden and
outward manifestation of what is
taking place, but the divine attri-
butes gradually and quietly cease
to function in one direction and in
relation to one phase of work; and
before it is brought to a complete
finality, a new operation of divine
grace opens up.

One illustration of this would be
the divine decree relative to the
rejection of King Saul as God’s
representative on the throne of Is-
rael. Although King Saul and his
line had been positively rejected
(I Sam. 15:28), Saul for many years
was still allowed nominally to ex-
ercise kingly authority over Israel.
However, from the very time that
Saul had proved unworthy of the
kingdom, God caused David to be
anointed as Israel’'s king. (I Sam.
16:1) David was henceforth in-
creasingly favoured, while Saul
suffered a mounting grief on ac-
count of the gradual and yet very
potent withdrawal of divine favour
from him.

This method in God’s dealings
with his typical people brings to
mind very forcibly the situation as
it developed at the time of our
Lord’s first advent. The scribes

and Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat:
they were the recognised rulers of
Judaism, although Israel’s civil and
political affairs were in the hands
of the Romans. Like Saul, the
Jewish leaders (on account of wil-
ful disobedience to divine light and
truth—John 3:19; 9:39), were re-
jected from favour; but years be-
fore being completely and visibly
cast off, God anointed a faithful
remnant in Israel (the David
class), who in due time—with a
remnant gathered from the Gen-
tiles—are to reign as the Lord’s
anointed over Israel and the world.

Just as Saul, to begin with, little
realised that David was to be his
successor, so the scribes and Phari-
sees at the first advent little real-

"ised that Jesus was the Father’s
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Beloved and his Anointed. Still
less did they think of his ignorant
and unlearned followers in this
way. Thus we see how, at the
close of the Jewish age, religious
activities in Judaism (so out of ac-
cord with the divine will) were
gradually terminated; but before
being completely abolished, the
new phase of work—that of de-
veloping the David class, The
Christ, Head and body—began to
go forward.

Another illustration of this over-
lapping in the various features of
the divine plan may be seen in the
fact that Solomon ascended the
throne of Israel and began to reign
while David was still alive. (I Kings
1:43-46; 2:1-4; I Chron. 23:1; 29:20~
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28) This may foreshadow the fact
that Christ’s kingdom begins to be
set up and to exercise kingly au-

thority while some of the members

of Christ are still in the flesh. Thus
we see how, at the close of this age,
there is an overlapping of at least
two phases of the Lord’s work: the
rulers in the heavenly phase of the
kingdom, typified by Solomon, be-
ginning to inaugurate the pre-
liminaries of the great work of
restitution, and this, ere the last
members of Christ have been fully
baptised into death—that impera-
tive necessity ere they attain the
likeness of Christ’s
and live and reign with him a
thousand years.

Another overlapping is seen in
Christendom’s rulers, civil and ec-
clesiastical (although irrevocably
cast off from favour), still nominal-
ly in control, while the harvest and
kingdom work carried on by the
Lord’s people goes forward to a
completion.

To begin with, Saul knew not
that David would be his successor;
but David, more than anyone else,
knew that Solomon had ascended
the royal throne as Israel’s king.—
I Chron. 23:1

So, although the people of the
world and their rulers know not
the David class (“The world know-
eth us not”—I John 3:1) as the
Lord’s anointed, it is the Lord’s
anointed ones who have specially
been informed that earth’s new
King has begun to exercise his
rightful authority (Rev. 11:15-19;
21:10), and can with no uncertain
sound proclaim the good news,
“Thy God reigneth!”—Isa. 52:7

resurrection

A still further example of over-
lapping is shown in John the Bap-
tist's work (his preaching the
message of repentance, ete.), pro-
jecting six months into the time
that Jesus and his disciples were
preaching the kingdom of God.—
Luke 16:16

As a final illustration, we would
refer to the prophecy of Amos (9:
13), which shows the beginning of
the day of vengeance ere the fields
of the Gospel harvest are fully
reaped. The prophet also shows
how the seed-sowing for the new
dispensation is temporarily cut
short by the crushing of the vine
of the earth and its fruit in the
great winepress of the wrath of
God. “Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that (1) the plow-
man shall overtake the reaper, and
(2) the treader of grapes [shall
overtake] him that soweth seed.”

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

A

Conventions: Brother G. R. Pollock
will serve at Yeovil, June 24, 25; and at
West Wickham, July 1, 2. Details may
be obtained through the secretaries, Mr.
W. F. Fox, 34, St. Michael’s Road, Yeo-
vil, and Mr. H. Taylor, 34, Aylesford
Avenue, Beckenham, Kent.

For information regarding the classes
scheduled to be served by Brother
Pollock please write The Dawn, 98, Seel
Street, Liverpool, 1.

“RADIO LUXEMBOURG"
“Frank and Ernest’’ Broadcusts
11:15 P. M. Every Monday—1293 Meters Long
Wave; 49.26 Meters Short Wave.
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SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

W. CLARKE

Anerley .....iiiieiiiiiieain. July 16

J. E. HUMPHREY

Oxford ......vvviviinvnanns June 4
F. LINTER

West Wickham ............. June 18

J. H. MURRAY
Lincoln ......cccovvvieenenn, June 11

W. E. PAMPLING

Leigh (Afternoon) ......... June 4
Warrington (Evening) ............ 4
Coventry ......ccoviriiviiniinianenns 11
R. J. PHILIP

Leigh (Afternoon) ..........
Warrington (Evening)

G. R. POLLOCK
Romford .................... June 22
Yeovil oo i i e 24,25
Pontypool ......c.cciviiiiiiinniins 26

ww

Southampton .......coevvveneieines 21
Eastleigh .............. .. 28
Portsmouth ..... 29
Beckenham ..... 30
West Wickham 1,2
Anerley ......ciiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiines 3
Ipswich ............ 4
Welling .....oovvvieiinns 5
Ilford (Aldersbrook) ...... 6
Broughten-in-Furness ... 7

Glasgow ....cvvvireiieianns
Dundee ..............
Liverpool
Coventry
Birmingham ...
Oxford
Luton
Kettering ....
Lincoln
Ossett
Dewsbury .......ccoevviieviiinins
Leigh (Lancs.)
Warrington

Anerley

i

AVAILABLE

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES—Full Set of Six
Volumes, 18/9

Volumes 1, 2, ond 8—2/6 euch

Volumes 4, 5, and 6—3/9 each

Berean Questions (Volumes 1, 2, and 3)—éd
Berean Questions (Volumes 5 and 6)—8d

THREEPENNY BOOKLEYS-2/6 per doxen
As Angoels of Light; Christ Has Returned; God‘s
Plan; The Truth About Hell; God and Reason;
Hope Beyond the Grave; Jesus, the World's
Savior; Hope for a Fear-Filled World.

FREE BOOKLETS

God’s Hand in the Affairs of Men; Divine In-
tervention Near; The Judgment Day; God's
Remedy for a World Gone Mad; God’s Restitu-
tion Project.

IN GREAT BRITAIN

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS
“Behold Your King’’ (Cloth)—2/6; (Plastic)—1/3
God‘s Promises Come True—10/-

Daily Heavenly Manna—(Cloth)—2/6; (de luxe)
—6/3

Hymns of Dawn (Cloth)—5/-

Tabernacle Shodows (Cloth)—2/6 each
Emphatic Diagloti—10/6

(Complete Bible)—17/6
Creation—8d each; 7/6 per dozen

Moffatt’'s Translation

Chosen People—8d each; 7/6 per dozen

The Everlasting Gospel—8d each; 7/6 per dozen
A Royal Nation—6d N

Hope (Consolation booklet)—1/2 a dozen

Leeser’'s Translation—10/- each
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Speakens’ s ppointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

H. E. ANDERSON

Allentown, Pa. ............. June 3,4
W. A. BAKER
Gary, Ind. .................. June 1
South Bend, Ind. 2
Indianapolis, Ind. .. 3,4
Worthington, Ind. 5
Bloomington, Ind. ................ 6
New Albany, Ind. ................ 7
Salem, Ind. .......cccviiiiiiiinnnn 8
Cincinnati, Ohio .................. 9
Dayton, Ohio ........ccvvvivnvunnn 10,11
Richmond, Ind. ................... 12
Muncie, Ind. ...............ci0e 13,14
Toledo, Ohio .........ccvvvvvvnnnn. 15
Adrian, Mich, ..................... 16
Jackson, Mich. ................... 17,18
Covert, Mich. ..................... 20
Grand Rapids, Mich. ............ 21, 22
Saginaw, Mich. ................... 23
Flint, Mich. .........ccooiiiieninnn. 25
Ann Arbor, Mich. ................ 26, 27
Detroit, Mich. ...... June 28, July 1-4
Chatham, Ont., Can. ........ June 29
J. BEDNARZ
Allentown, Pa. .............. June 3,4
J. COPELAND
La Salle, III. ................ June 11
Gary, Ind. .......ociiiiiiiiiinnn 18
O. D. DEIFER
Mahanoy City, Pa. .......... June 25
T. FAY
Whittier, Calif, .............. June 18
E. L. FOWLER
Riverside, Calif. (Morning) . June 18
Pomona, Calif. (Afternoon) ...... 18
W. J. HOLLISTER
Allentown, Pa. ............. June 3,4
Detroit, Mich., ............... July 1-4
J. G. HULL
Santa Ana, Calif. ........... June 25

L. JACOBS
Wallingford, Conn. (Morn,) June 25
Hartford, Conn. (Afternoon) ..... 25
C. W. JANKE
Port Crane, N. Y. .......... June 18
G. 0. JEUCK
Melbourne, Fla. ............ June 25
R. A. KREBS
Klamath Falls, Ore. ........ June 1
Sacramento, Calif. ............... 3,4
Los Angeles, Calif. ........ July 1-4
A. H. KRUMPOLT
Allentown, Pa., ............. June 3,4
Lancaster, Pa. ......coovviivininn. 25
R. J. KRUPA
Kansas City, Mo, ........... June 25
Oklahoma .City, Okla. ............ 26
Phoenix, Ariz. .................... 29
Los Angeles, Calif, ......... July 1-4
L. P. LOOMIS
Easton, Pa. ................. June 11
Lehighton, Pa. .................... 25
J. Y. MAC AULAY
Reading, Pa. ................ June 1
Pottstown, Pa. .................... 2
Allentown, Pa. ................... 3,4
Rutherford, N. J. ................. 6
(145 W. Passaic Avenue)
Paterson, N. J. .......cocoiiininen 7
New Brunswick, N. J. ............ 9
Brooklyn, N, Y. QG P. M) ....... 11
Wilmington, Del.
Baltimore, Md. ......
Washington, D. C. ...
Richmond, Va. ................... 17,18
Enfield, N. C. .....ccoiiviiinnnnn
Rocky Mount, N. C. .............. 20
Greensboro, N. C. ................ 21, 22
Asheville, N. C. .................. 25
Hendersonville, N. C. ............. 26
Dana, N. C. ........coviiiiiiinnn, 27



SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

Greenville, S. C. ............0oue 28, 29
Atlanta, Ga. ......ovvviiiiiniinn. 30
W. S. MARSHALL
South Brooksville, Me. ...... June 4
South Penobscot, Me. ............ 1
Brewer, Me. .....cccvviiieieranans 18
Dexter, Me. ......ccoiiiiivinennns 25
Dover-Foxcroft, Me. ............. 27
Ellsworth, Me. ..............cvuu 28
M. C. MITCHELL
Allentown, Pa, .............. June 3,4
Baltimore, Md. (Morning) ........ 25
Wilmington, Del. (Afternoon) .... 25
R. E. MITCHELL
Paterson, N. J. .............. June 4
D. J. MOREHOUSE
Detroit, Mich, ............... July 1-4
E. MURRAY
Chicago, Tl ................ June 2
Minneapolis, Minn. ............... 4
Winnipeg, Man., Can. ............ 6,7
Saskatoon, Sask., Can. ............ ,9
Calgary, Alta.,, Can. .............. 11,12
Vancouver, B. C,, Can, .......... 14,15
Bellingham, Wash. ............... 16
Seattle, Wash, ................... 17,18
Tacoma, Wash. .................... 19
Portland, Ore. ..........c...0ven.. 20,21
Salem, Ore. ........ccoevvviinnnn. 22
Qakland, Calif. ................... 25
San Luis Obispo, Calif. .......... 26
Los Angeles, Calif. . June 27-July 9
L. H. NORBY
Allentown, Pa. .............. June 3,4
Paterson, N. J. ........ccciviiiean, 1

Waterbury, Conn. (Morning) .... 25
Bridgeport, Conn. (Afternoon) ... 25

G. P. OSTRANDER

Erie, Pa. ....vivvviiininnnen June n
H. PASSIOS

East Liverpool, Ohio 11

Monessen, Pa. ........ccoiivevvnn 25
W. N. POE

Detroit, Mich, ............... July 1-4

G. R. POLLOCK
Brooklyn, N. Y. ....c.iiiiiiinnn 18
M. A. STAMULAS
Detroit, Mich. ............... July 1-4
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A. L. SMITH
Philadelphia, Pa. ........... June 11

C. A. SUNDBOM

St. Louis, Mo. ............. June
St. Joseph, Mo. .......c..oivuvenns
Topeka, Kans. ......ooovvviivieannns
Kansas City, Mo. ...........covve
Champaign, Il .........c..coiie
Indianapolis, Ind. ..
Muncie, Ind. .........cociiiiiine
Pigua, Ohio ..............covat
Columbus, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Toledo, Ohio .........ocvviiiinn,
Detroit, Mich, ............... July 1

W. P. TWELKER
San Luis Obispo, Calif. (Sat.) June 17

J. 1. VAN HORNE

Washington, Pa. ............ June 18
F. S. WASSMANN
Allentown, Pa. ............. June 3,4
Groton, Conn. .................... 10
New Haven, Conn, ................ 11
C. R, WEIDA
Reading, Pa. ................ June 11
G. M. WILSON
Duqguesne, Pa. .............. June 4
New Haven, Conn. ............... 11
Scarsdale, N. Y. ..............c.us. 12
Brooklyn, N, Y. .......covvvnen.. 18
W. N. WOODWORTH
Allentown, Pa. .............. June 3,4
New Haven, Conn. ................ 11
Brooklyn, N. Y. .................. 18
Detroit, Mich, ............... July 1-4
C. W, ZAHNOW
Oklahoma City, Okla. ...... June 1,2
Nacona, TeX. ..vvvvvvvnriirinenans 3,4
Towa Park, TeX. ..vvevriirrennenns 5
Electra, TeX. ..ivvvveviiinniinnins 6,7
Bowie, TexX. .vvviiiiiiriienianninas 8
Dallas, TeX. ..vuvivriiieiinninannes 9
Weatherford, Tex. ................ 11
Mineral Wells, Tex. .............. 12
Fort Worth, Tex. ........ccvieneen 13
Austin, TeX. ....ccovvieiniiienens 14
San Antonio, Tex. ......vovvvnnnn. 15, 16
Albuquerque, N. Mex. .......... 18
Phoenix, Ariz. .........ccoivinne 20
Yuma, Ariz. .....covviniiiiiiina., 21,22
San Diego, Calif. .................. 23

Los Angeles, Calif. . June 24-July 4



Conventions

For Mutual Fellowship,

ALLENTOWN, PA., June 3, &-The
Allentown Ecclesia anticipates a happy
season of fellowship at their two-day
gathering which opens at 10:30 o’clock
(DST) Saturday morning in the Odd
Fellows Hall, 118 N. 9th Street. For
further information and room reserva-
tions please write the secretary, Mrs.
Ruby J. Deifer, 747 E. Wyoming Street,
Allentown, Pa.

NEW HAVEN, CONN., June 11—The
New Haven Ecclesia has planned an in-
teresting program for their gathering
in the Y. W. C. A. Building, corner of
Howe and Chapel Streets, which opens
at 10:00 A, M. (DST) The noon meal
can be purchased in the “Y” Cafeteria,
which will afford a special opportunity
for fellowship. For further information
write the secretary, Mr. Levi Jacobs,
72 Winter Street, New Haven, Conn.

SAGINAW, MICH,, JUNE 11—-Woman’s
Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

BROOKLYN, N. Y, June 18—To be
held at the usual address, 104 Clark
Street, beginning at 9:30 in the morning.
Brothers Russell Pollock, of Los
Angeles, California; George Wilson, of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Norman
Woodworth will serve.

JACKSON, MICH., June 18—Annual
all-day gathering in the Odd Fellows
Hall, 414 S. Mechanic Street, opening at
9:45 A. M.

CHICAGO, ILL., June 25—Central
Masonic Temple, 910 N, LaSalle Street.

PITTSBURGH, PA., June 25—Conven-

Edification, and Service

DETROIT, MICH., July 1-4—Downtown
Y. W. C. A, 2230 Witherell. This spirit-
ual feast will ‘begin at 1:30 Saturday
afternoon, July 1. The balanced diet
includes a forum, question meeting,
baptismal service, and discourses by
Brothers W. A. Baker; W. J. Hollister;
D. J. Morehouse; W. N. Poe; M. A.
Stamulas; C. A. Sundbom; W. N. Wood-
worth, and others. You cannot afford
to miss this four-day prelude to the
Bowling Green General Convention.
The Detroit Ecclesia will try to accom-
modate as many of the brethren as
possible in their own homes. Whole-
some, reasonably priced meals can be
obtained at a variety of nearby restau-
rants. Write early for accommodations
and other details to the secretary,
Stephen S. Kwolek, 8500 Whitcomb
Avenue, Detroit 28, Michigan.

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 1-4—The
fifteenth annual convention will be held
as usual in the spacious and comfort-
able quarters of the Unitarian Com-
munity Centre, 2936 West 8th Street.
Requests for room reservations should
detail any preference as to type of
beds, etc., and should be addressed to
the secretary, Mr. A. W. Abrahamsen,
2816 W. 83rd Street, Inglewood, Calif.

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, PA., July 16
—One-day gathering on “the Ritchie
farm.”

GENERAL CONVENTION, August 12-
19—See inside front cover.

LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS: Brook-

tion opens at 9:30 A. M. in the O.of I.A. Iyn, N. Y. Saginaw, Mich., Seattle,
Temple, 610 Arch Street, N. S. Wash.
=A==

“0 love divine,.that stooped to share
Our sharpest pang, our bitterest tear!

On thee we cast each earthborn care,
"Feeling at rest while thou art near.”



TRUTH LITERATURE FOR OUR TIMES

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
Six Volumes—Cloth—S$3.75

The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 50 cents,
ten or more, 40 cents; Paper, 25 cents, ten or
more, 18 cents. Library Edition, $1.00 each.
The Time Is at Hand—Cloth, 50 cents.

Thy Kingdom Come—Cloth, 50 cents.

Battle of Armageddon—Cloth, 85 cents.

The Atonement Between God and Man—Cloth,
85 cents.

The New Creation—Cloth, 85 cents.

Berean Questions—These books are available
for the above volumes as follows: First three,
10 cents each; the last three, 15 cents each.

SPECIAL DAWNS

Ten conts each, $1.00 a dozen—please order by
number.

No. 4—Contents: “GOD’S PLAN''; "God’s ‘Glory’
and ‘Visit’ ’’; ““When Thoughts Take Wings';
“"Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”’; “God’s Endur-
ing Mercy”’; ‘'Spiritualism—Fact or Fancy?’’;
"Meeting the Challenge to Christianity.”

BOOKLET—100 for $1.00

“Divine Intervention Near'’; “God's Hand in
the Affairs of Men’’; "God’s Restitution Project’’;
“God’s Remedy for a World Gone Mad'; "“The
Judgment Day.”

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS
Spiritualism—Answers the question, Can the
living talk with the dead?

Jesus, the World’s Savior—Reveals his qualifi-
cations to be God’s channel of blessing.
Hope for a Fear-Filled World—Timely and
enlightening.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—A revealing dis-
cussion.

TEN CENT BOOKLETS
(Twelve for $1.00)

Our lord’s Return—Rationalizes a much mis-
understood subject. 48 pages.

The Truth About Hell-Examines entire Bible
testimony on this subject. 64 pages.

Chosen People—Timely for Jews and Gentiles.
64 pages.

A Royal Nation—Deals with God's kingdom
promises to the twelve tribes of Israel. 32
pages.
Creation—Refutes the evolution theory. 112
pages.

Hope Beyond the Grove—Gives definite as-

surance of future life. 128 pages.
God and Reason—Supplants credulity with
faith. 96 pages.

God’s Plan—A brief outline. 48 pages.
When a Man Dies—Discusses hell, purgatory,
and judgment day. 48 pages.

OUR OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Behold Your King—A discussion of the prophe-
cies pertaining to Christ’s presence. 160 pages;
maroon cloth, 50 cents each, twelve for $5.00.
With plastic cover 25 cents each; in lots of ten
or more, 18 cents each.

God’s Promises Come True—For children and
adults. Nearly four hundred pages; illustrated.
Bound in cloth, $2.00.

Hymns of Dawn—With music: cloth, $1.00.
Daily Heavenly Manna—Cloth, $1.00.
Tabernacle Shadows—Cloth, 50 cents.

The Everlasting Gospel—Discusses sabbath and
millennial doctrines: 15 cents; twenty-five or
more, 10 cents each.

Hope—A sixteen-page booklet designed espe-
cially to comfort the mourning. 25 cents a
dozen; fifty for $1.00. Price includes envelopes
to match,

FREE LITERATURE

Tracts; Consolation Cards; Kingdom Cards;
frank and Ernest Announcement Cards, etc.
A good assortment.

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Behold Your King—German, 25 cents each.
Daily Heavenly Manna—German, 50 cents each.
Spiritualism—~German, 10 cents each,
God and Reason~German; ltalian;
Swedish; 10 cents.

God‘s Plan~French, 10 cents each.
Where Are the Dead?—French. Free.
The Divine Plan of the Ages—Italian, 50 cents
each.

God’s Remedy~Iltalian, 50 cents a hundred.
The Dawn—Greek, $1.00 @ year. German, Nos.
2, 4, 5 6; 10 cents each,

Greok;
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THE DAWN
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To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach

That the church is “the temple of the living God"—
peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction has
been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever since
Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the chief corner
stone of this temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessings shall come “to all people,” and they find access 1
to him.—I Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 i

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of
consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin pro-
gresses, and when the last of these “living stones,” “elect
and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great
Master Workman will bring all together in the first resur-
rection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and
be the meeting place between God and men throughout §
the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8 :

That the basis of hope for the church and the world
lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God
i tasted death for every man,” “a ransom for all,” and will

be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh
info the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; i
I Tim. 2:5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her
Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partaker of the divine nature,”
and share his glory as his .joint-heir.~l John 3:2; John
17:24; Rom. 8:17; Il Pet. 1:4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting
of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in
herself every grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and
to prepare to be the kings and priests in the next age.—
Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ‘s
millennial kingdom—the restitution of all that was lost in
Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of
their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all the wil-
fully wicked will be destroyed.—Act. 3:19-23; Isaiah 35
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