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Highlights of Dawn

The Dead Shall Live Again !
hod shall wipe away all tears from their

eyes, and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain, for the former things ar e
passed away . "—Revelation 21 :4

"IF THOU hadst been here, my brother had not died . "
These are the words of Martha to Jesus on the occasion of th e
death of her brother, Lazarus . They express that heartbroke n
feeling of sorrow experienced by millions when their love d
ones are taken from them in death . Mingled with the
thoughts which plague so many when death visits the hom e
is the usually unanswered question of what lies beyond th e
grave. Will we ever see our loved ones again? Are they
happy now, and shall we one day join them in their happi-
ness? Our hearts yearn for definite answers to all these per-
plexing questions which arise out of our sorrow . And these
questions can be answered, for the answers are to be foun d
in the Word of God .

Why do people die, anyway? Many would be inclined to
answer that it is natural for people to grow old and die ; but
the weakness of that answer is that millions die before they
grow old . The grim reaper, Death, is no respecter of persons ,
for he strikes down young and old alike, also the saint and the
sinner . But whether it is an infant or an aged parent who
passes away, the shock is equally great. We are never pre-
pared for death, and even after thousands of years o f
experience with this monster, the human race has not
become used to his visits—they always come as an
unwelcome surprise. Actually, then, there is no such thing as
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dying a `natural death', for death is always unnatural, and
unwanted .

The Bible explains that human beings die because o f
sin—not the individual sin of each one who is struck down by
death, but original sin, the sin of our first parents . Through
them, the apostle explains, "sin entered into the world, and
death by sin ." (Rom . 5 :12) By heredity we are all members o f
a dying race . It is well to remember this when death come s
into our homes, for it helps us to realize that this tragic ex-
perience is not due to our lack of interest or care, and that i t
is not a special punishment, either upon the one who ha s
died, or upon the relatives who remain . Our beloved ones di e
because "in Adam all die." And besides, we can tak e
comfort in the wonderful promise of God's Word that just a s
all in Adam die, "so in Christ shall all be made alive ." —
I Corinthians 15 :22

Peacefully Sleepin g
Going back to the days of Jesus and to that beloved famil y

in Bethany—Mary, Martha, and Lazarus—we are able t o
glean some very enlightening and encouraging thoughts . I t
appears that Jesus was a special friend of this family, an d
they took it for granted when Lazarus became Ill that Jesus
would come to their aid as soon as he learned about it . Jesus '
work had taken him some distance from Bethany at the time ,
but the two sisters sent a message to him which stated ,
"Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick ."—John 11 :3

Jesus received this message but did nothing about it fo r
two days. Finally he said to his disciples, "Our frien d
Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may awake him out o f
sleep ." (John 11 :11) This announcement came as a surpris e
to his disciples. They too had heard that Lazarus was serious-
ly sick . Probably Jesus had told them about the message h e
had received . But if Lazarus was now sleeping they could not
understand why the Master would want to awaken him . They
may have thought that this was mistaken judgment on hi s
part, so they said to him, "Lord, if he sleep, he shall d o
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well ." In other words, they thought it would be a grea t
mistake to awaken a sick man who was resting quietly i n
sleep—that it would be much better for him to continue t o
sleep .

But they did not understand what Jesus meant . "Howbei t
Jesus spoke of his death," the account tells us . (John 11 :13 )
Seeing that his disciples misunderstood his reference t o
Lazarus being asleep, he said unto them plainly, "Lazarus i s
dead ." (John 11 :14) Here we have from the Master's ow n
lips a most interesting, and at the same time, comfortin g
viewpoint of death . It is like a sleep, meaning that those wh o
are dead are at rest, waiting, although unknowingly, for th e
Lord's time to come to awaken them from sleep—the sleep o f
death . Sleep is thus found to be one of the scriptura l
illustrations to help us grasp the meaning of death .

There are two main characteristics of sleep . One is tha t
those who are asleep are unconscious . They are unaware o f
what is going on in the world around them . They are neithe r
sorrowful nor happy . They have no worries, and experience
no thrills of joy . They neither hunger nor thirst . Concernin g
the sleep of death, the Scriptures declare, "The living kno w
that they shall die ; but the dead know not anything ."—Ec-
clesiastes 9 : 5

But there is another characteristic of sleep which is als o
very significant when we are thinking of it as an illustration
of death . It is the expectancy of an awakening . The mother
tucks her darling child into its crib for the night, sings to it a
soothing lullaby until its eyes close in sleep and its little brai n
enters the land of forgetfulness . The child is now unconsciou s
and the mother tiptoes quietly out of the room, happy in he r
love for her darling, and rejoicing in her expectancy o f
hearing the delightsome prattle of her child the next morn-
ing. There are no tears, no aching heart, no lonesomeness ;
for the child is merely sleeping, and in the morning it will b e
awake with its brightness again permeating the home .

Concerning a young girl who had died, Jesus said, "Th e
maid is not dead, but sleepeth ." (Matt . 9 :24) Here again, as
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in the case of Lazarus, Jesus referred to death as bein g
merely a sleep—a sleep, because from the standpoint o f
God's provision of life through Christ, there is to be an awak -
ening in the morning of earth's new day, the day of Christ' s
reign soon to dawn . Thus it was that Jesus said to his
disciples, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may
awake him out of sleep ." (John 11 :11) Jesus intended to
awaken Lazarus from the sleep of death, and he carried ou t
his intention later, much to the joy of Lazarus' sisters and t o
all who loved him .
To Live Agai n

After announcing his intentions to his disciples, Jesus jour -
neyed to Bethany, to the home of his friends, Martha and
Mary . Martha met him as he approached their home and
gently chided him for not coming while her brother was stil l
living . Then Jesus made a remarkable statement to
her—words which have come echoing down through th e
centuries since, giving comfort to thousands of mourners
who have been able to grasp their wonderful simplicity and to
believe that one day they will come true. He said, "Th y
brother shall rise again . "—John 11 :23

Here is the great hope of the Bible for all who have
died—they shall live again . But we should not overlook that
word 'again' . Jesus did not say to Martha, Weep not, fo r
your brother is not really dead . He was dead! Jesus had sai d
plainly to his disciples, "Lazarus is dead," and we can be
sure that he would not contradict this truth in hi s
conversation with Martha ; so his message of comfort to her
was that her brother should live again, that he who was dea d
would be restored to life .

Centuries before this, the Prophet Job inquired, "If a ma n
die, shall he live again?" (Job 14 :14) It is important to notice
the correct manner in which Job asks this question . He doe s
not inquire, "If a man die, is he really dead?" or, "Is there
something about man that remains alive after the body
dies?" Job knew that death was a reality, a grimly tragic
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reality . He knew that death was a punishment for sin, an d
because the whole world of mankind were sinners, all wer e
dying . What Job wanted to know was whether the dead
would be restored to life—"Shall he live again?" Jesus
answered this question for Job, for Martha, and for all wh o
are willing to accept the simple truthfulness of his words ,
"Thy brother shall rise again . "

That the dead should be restored to life at a future time was
not a new idea to Martha, for she believed the Old Testamen t
promises which hold out this blessed hope. The Prophet Job ,
after inquiring, "If a man die, shall he live again?" found th e
answer, and expressed it concerning his own hope, saying ,
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait [in death], til l
my change come. Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee :
thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands ."—Job
14:14,1 5
"The Last Day"

In a prophecy concerning the hope of the ultimate destin y
of the children who were slain by the edict of Herod at th e
time Jesus was born, the LORD says to the weeping mothers ,
referred to in the prophecy as Rahel, "Refrain thy voice fro m
weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for thy work shall be
rewarded . . . and they shall come again from the land of the
enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that
thy children shall come again to their own border ."—Jeremi-
ah 31 :16 .1 7

Martha probably knew of these wonderful promises assur-
ing believers of a coming time when the dead, young and old ,
would be restored to life . Besides, Jesus had been a frequent
visitor to their home, and she had doubtless heard th e
wonderful words of life as they came from his inspired lips .
So when Jesus said to her, "Thy brother shall rise again, "
she replied, "I know that he shall rise again in th e
resurrection at the last day." (John 11 :24) Yes, she knew that
all the dead would rise again—that they would be awakened
from the sleep of death—because she knew that this was the
plan of God for all mankind .

g
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What did Martha mean by the 'last day'? The plan of Go d
for the salvation and recovery of the human race from sin an d
death is divided into periods of time called in the Bibl e
'days' . It will be during the last of these periods of time ,
these days, that the divine recovery plan will reach it s
consummation . The last day in God 's plan is a thousand
years in length—the thousand years of the reign of Christ .

The fact that this period is spoken of as a day is ver y
significant, for it is in contrast with the six thousand years o f
human experience preceding it, which is referred to in th e
Scriptures as a time of darkness, a nighttime of sorrow an d
dying . Concerning this dark night of sin and suffering, an d
the morning of joy to follow, the psalmist wrote, "His ange r
endureth but a moment ; in his favor is life : weeping ma y
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning ."—Ps .
30 : 5

Although David speaks of the anger of God, we are not t o
think of him as being vindictive, or as taking delight in th e
suffering of his creatures . Neither will his anger be
expressed in the everlasting torment of the wicked in a fiery
hell ; nor in a purgatory for a limited period of time . The New
Testaments tells of the wrath of God, and explains that eve n
now it is revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness .
(Rom . 1 :18) God's wrath is revealed in the death sentence
which is being enforced upon all the entire human race : "As
in Adam all die . "—1 Cor . 15 :22

"In God's favor is life," declares the psalmist . (Ps . 30 :5 )
Here God's favor is contrasted with his anger . When our firs t
parents transgressed God's law he withdrew his favor from
them . Without his favor they could not continue to live, so
automatically the sentence, "Dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return," began to be operative—they began t o
die.—Gen . 3 :1 9

And the human race has continued to die ever since . When
God withdrew the sunshine of his favor a 'darkness' settle d
down over the human race, a darkness so dense that it ha s
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been felt in all the aches and pains incidental to the dyin g
process . This 'night' of the world's experience with sin an d
its result has indeed been one of weeping . But it is not to las t
forever! It has been a long and dreary night, but the mornin g
is coming, and with the coming of morning will also come th e
promised joy—a joy which will be unbounded when death
ceases to strike down its victims, and those who have die d
will, by divine power, be made alive again .

So it was that when Jesus said to Martha, "Thy brothe r
shall rise again," her mind naturally conjured up this won-
derful picture of joy that will come to all mankind in that ne w
day when blessings of life will be showered down upon all .
Hence her reply, "I know that he shall rise again in the res-
surrection at the last day ." Jesus did not deny the truthful-
ness of what Martha said . Indeed, it was doubtless because
of his own ministry in that home in Bethany that this hope o f
a general awakening of all who sleep in death was so brigh t
in Martha's heart . Rather, Jesus confirmed her faith, saying ,
"I am the resurrection, and the life : he that believeth in me ,
though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever livet h
and believeth in me shall never die ."—John 11 :25, 2 6

"I am the resurrection, and the life," the Master said ,
meaning that, in that future day when the dead would b e
made alive and Eden would bloom again, with its borders en -
compassing the whole earth, he would be the channel o f
divine power through which it would be accomplished . Jesus
is the great Light-giver of the world—the light of life . (Joh n
1 :9 ; 8 :12 ; 9:5) His kingdom reign will bring in the 'day' o f
health and life . He will be what the prophet describes as th e
"Sun of righteousness," who will arise with "healing in his
wings."—Mal . 4 : 2

The Chris t
"Believeth thou this?" Jesus inquired of Martha . Do you

believe that I am the one who will restore your brother to life
in that day when God's loving purpose toward mankind wil l
be consummated? And Martha replied, "Yea, Lord : I believe
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that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should com e
into the world ." (John 11 :26,27) From the time man fell int o
sin and death God had been promising to send a Deliverer .
The promise was made to Abraham that his seed was t o
"bless all the families of the earth ." (Gen . 12 :1-3 ; 22 :18) Th e
Apostle Paul explains that Jesus is that seed of promise .
(Gal . 3 :16) Martha knew this, too, and because the promise d
Christ was to bless all the families of the earth she knew tha t
he also would have to be the resurrection, and the life .

Even in Martha's day there had been more than fou r
thousand years of dying . Her own brother had died, so sh e
knew that if God's promises to bless all mankind throug h
Christ were to be fulfilled, those asleep in death would nee d
to be awakened ; and she believed that Jesus was the one wh o
would do it, "in the resurrection at the last day . "

"He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shal l
he live," said Jesus . (John 11 :25) Here is a definite promise
to all believers of an awakening from the sleep of death . I t
was intended primarily to assure Martha that the death o f
Lazarus was not due to his lack of faith or loyalty to Jesus .
Lazarus believed in Jesus, yet he died . This has been true o f
all believers from that time until now . But Jesus was
assuring Martha, and us, that death is not the end . "Thoug h
he were dead," or has died, "yet shall he live." That is, he
shall be restored to life .

Then, Jesus draws the curtain of uncertainty aside an d
gives a further glimpse into that 'last day', in order that w e
might appreciate still more the boundless love of God in hi s
provision of life for all mankind . He says, "Whosoever livet h
and believeth in me shall never die." This statement is not
true of the present time, because all now die . The future lif e
of all mankind depends upon their being awakened from th e
sleep of death . But it will be different in that new day—tha t
day in which the Sun of Righteousness dispels the darknes s
of the long night of sin and death, and brings light and life t o
all mankind . Those living then, and who believe on Christ ,
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shall never die . They shall actually remain alive forever a s
human beings .

The Just and the Unjus t
Who will be alive in that last day, that thousand-year da y

when blessings of everlasting life will be assured to all wh o
then believe? All mankind will then be living, for the plan of
God is to awaken all from the sleep of death. Paul says that
"there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the jus t
and unjust . " (Acts 24 :15) And Jesus declared, "Marvel not
at this : for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in th e
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth." (John
5:28, 29) The comforting thought of the remainder of thi s
passage of Scripture has been destroyed by a mistranslation .
Properly translated it reads : "They that have done good ,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil ,
unto the resurrection of judgment ."—John 5:29, RSV

They that have done good, says the Master, shall com e
forth to the resurrection of life. This is a reference to th e
reward of consecrated believers who have proved thei r
worthiness of "glory and honor and immortality . " (Rom. 2 :7 )
These are to live and reign with Christ, as a part of the seed
of Abraham through which all the families of the earth are t o
be blessed . (Gal . 3 :27-29) These will be like Jesus and wil l
share his heavenly glory . (I John 3:2) Theirs will be a "crow n
of life, even the "divine nature."—Rev . 2 :10 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

But those who come forth in the resurrection to live an d
reign with Christ will be a very small number in comparison
with the millions who have died . Jesus refers to them as a
little flock, to whom it is the Father's good pleasure to giv e
the kingdom . (Luke 12:32) The vast majority of the dead ar e
of that class which have not done good from the divin e
standpoint . They die as members of a sinful, dying race .
According to human standards, most of them have bee n
morally upright people, good citizens, and good neighbors ;
but they have not been footstep followers of the Master ,
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hence the blood of Christ has not given them a standing o f
righteousness before God .

Nevertheless, God loves these also, and he sent his Son t o
die for them that they might have an opportunity to live
forever. Everlasting life through Jesus is obtainable onl y
upon the basis of belief, and the vast majority of the huma n
race have never had a genuine opportunity to believe .
Millions have never heard of Jesus, and among those wh o
have heard of him, there are few who have understoo d
clearly the real purpose of his coming into the world . There
have been so many conflicting theories concerning Christ an d
Christianity that most honest people are confused, an d
because of this have never taken Christianity seriously . They
have not been intentionally wicked, but they have not done
'good' in the sense of becoming footstep followers of Jesus .

These millions are also to be awakened from the sleep o f
death . Paul speaks of this awakening as being saved, and it i s
God's will, he explains, that they shall all "be saved, and t o
come to an accurate knowledge of the truth ." (I Tim. 2:4-6 ,
DIaglott) The great truth which will then be made known t o
all, clearly and unmistakably, is that Jesus "gave himself a
ransom for all ." That is, he died for "the sins of the whol e
world," and those who accept this provision may live. —
I John 2 :2

It was this that Jesus meant when he said to Martha ,
"Whosoever liveth," that is, who has been awakened from
the sleep of death "in the resurrection at the last day . . . and
believeth in me shall never die ." (John 11 :24,26) That will b e
the trial period for the world, the time when they will b e
faced with the great ultimate decision which will mean life o r
death for eternity . (Acts 17 :31) When Jesus promised that
they would come forth from death, he said they would com e
forth to what he described by the Greek word krlsls (English ,
crisis), that is, a testing time, when, if they turn to God, t o
Jesus, and to righteousness, they will not die again, but i n
thus believing will live forever .—John 6:51
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"Believest Thou This?"
When Jesus explained this wonderful hope of future life t o

Martha he inquired of her, "Believest thou this?" This is a
heart-searching question for all of us today. If we can
exercise a genuine faith in the promises of God, much of th e
bitterness and sorrow will be removed from our hearts whe n
our loved ones are taken from us in death . If we can believe ,
we will know that they have not gone forever, that there is to
be a glorious homecoming of the dead, an awakening fro m
the sleep of death . Jesus said to his disciples concernin g
Lazarus, "I go that I may awake him out of sleep," and Jesus
comes again at his second advent to awaken from the sleep o f
death all those for whom he died . It was his sacrifice that
changed death from an eternal oblivion to a tranquil slee p
from which there will be an awakening .

How Literal Will It Be?
There has been so much misunderstanding concerning th e

hope of the resurrection that many find it difficult to gras p
the reality of what it will mean for all humanity. But there
should be no vagueness concerning it, for Jesus gave illustra -
tions of the very literal manner in which the promises of Go d
are to be fulfilled . We have one of these illustrations in the
case of Lazarus . After the Master had explained to Martha
the great truth of the general resurrection, and made it plai n
that in the last day those who were awakened and believed o n
him would never die, he went to the tomb of her brother, an d
through the use of divine power, called him forth from death .

Jesus spoke to Lazarus, saying, "Come forth," and th e
account tells us that "he that was dead came forth ." (John
11 :43, 44) Jesus then gave instructions to remove the grav e
clothes from him so that he might be free again to mingl e
with his family and friends . He was back with them, the sam e
Lazarus as before he died . He was not a phantom, nor a
ghost. He did not need to tip tables or rattle mirrors in order
to let his friends know he was in their midst, because he ha d
been returned to them, personally and bodily . Just as
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Lazarus had been dead, so now he was alive, and his sisters
and friends rejoiced .

In this we have a practical and understandable illustratio n
of what it will mean to the human race when all who are i n
their graves shall hear the voice of Jesus awakening the m
from the sleep of death . Multiply in your mind a thousand
million times that scene of joy in Bethany when Lazaru s
heard the voice of divine authority awakening him fro m
death, and then you will understand to some extent what Go d
means in his promises to bless all the families of the earth . I t
was this ultimate objective of the coming of Jesus into th e
world that justified the message of the angels on the night h e
was born, that message which they described as "goo d
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people . For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Chris t
the Lord ."—Luke 2:10,1 1

Are you heartbroken because someone dear to you has
been taken away in death? It is a hard experience, for a
terrible emptiness is left in the lives of those who remain . Bu t
take courage, the separation is not forever . In the glad
tomorrow of God's plan, in that glorious time of reunion no w
near, you will see your loved one again!

	

0
* The foregoing article is printed in booklet form entitled,
"HOPE." In the years following the first publication of
"HOPE," many hundreds ofthousands have been distribut-
ed throughfunerai homes and in other ways, throughout the
United States . The grateful letters and cards which we con-
tinually receive from bereaved ones, telling of the hope an d
comfort this booklet has brought to them in a time of sor-
row, gives cause for thankfulness in the privilege of sharing
this viewpoint of death, and the wonderful prospect of life
centered in the resurrection. "HOPE" is offered free of cost
to anyone who desires to have it, and it can be obtained, al -
so with no charge, in quantities up to 1,000 for personal dis-
tribution. Write to the Dawn, using the address on the bac k
cover of this magazine .
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International Bible Study Lessons
LESSON FOR JUNE 2

Why Judgment
Comes to Humanity

KEY VERSE : "Behold the eyes of the LORD God are upo n
the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of
the earth . "—Amos 9 :8

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Amos 1 :1, 3, 4, 11, 12

IN THE early part of this prophe -
cy of Amos, the LORD tells of hi s
overruling interest in the affairs
of various leading nations con -
temporary with Israel at the time
Amos lived . He describes them
as sinful nations, detailing som e
of the atrocious and inhuman e
acts they had committed, and
states that their future was lim-
ited to the time when the LORD
would cut them off forever an d
destroy them because of their
sins . The Scriptures indicate that
eventually this will be the case
with all the nations of this pres-
ent evil world .

The prophecy further states ,
however, that there is one excep -
tion—the nation of Israel . We
are given to understand that thi s
exception is made, not becaus e
Israel was any less sinful than
other nations . As a matter of fact ,
most of the prophecy of Amos is
a scathing denouncement of Ju-

dah and Israel, and their disdain

for the principles of God's law:
"Thus saith the LORD, For three
transgressions of Judah, and for
four, I will not turn away the pun -
ishment thereof, because they
have despised the law of th e
LORD and have not kept his com -
mandments, and their lies caus e
them to err ."—Amos 2 : 4

Concerning Israel, he wrote ,
"They sold the righteous for sil-
ver, and poor for a pair of shoes ,"
indicating their deliberate neg-
lect of the principles of the Sab-
bath, and the equity and justice
for the poor of their people whic h
that arrangement was to provide .
—Amos 2 :6 ; 8 :4- 6

It was this predominantly sin-
ful kingdom that for centuries
perpetuated such conditions in
Israel which was to be cut off and
destroyed . The full text reads :
"Behold the eyes of the LORD
God are upon the sinful king-
dom, and I will destroy it from off
the face of the earth ; saving that
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I will not utterly destroy the
house of Jacob . "—Amos 9 : 8

The `house of Jacob' is a refer-
ence to the Jewish people them -
selves, the descendants of Jaco b
through his twelve sons . The
scripture states that this peculiar
ethnic identity would be pre-
served, even though their na-
tional identity as it then existed
would be destroyed . Thus was
foretold a phenomenon of history
that was unique to the Jewis h
people . Many years later they
were utterly destroyed as a na-
tion, and the people scattered ;
yet, unlike every other destroye d
nation, they preserved their
identity as a separate people ,
and did not mix or blend with th e
world in general .

The prophecy of Amos assert s
that it would be the LORD who
would cause this to happen : "Lo
I will command and I will sift th e
house of Israel among all na-
tions, like as corn is sifted in a
sieve, yet shall not the least grain
fall upon the earth ." (vs . 9) Thus
the LORD shows his continued
supervision over the affairs of his
people, and specifically express -
es the fact that for a long period
of time he would not allow the m
to take root in the earth and gro w
again into a nation .

The closing verses of this
prophecy assure them, however ,
that in due time the LORD woul d
cause this dispersed condition to
end, saying he would gather

them from their captivity, and
plant them in their land where
they would take root and sprout
up as a new nation . "Behold th e
days come, saith the LORD, that
the plowman shall overtake th e
reaper, and the treader of grape s
him that soweth seed ; and the
mountains shall drop swee t
[new] wine ."—Amos 9 :1 3

This scripture declares it was
the LORD'S purpose for this
scattered seed, which for centur -
ies was not allowed to sprout, in
due time to have a field prepare d
and to be planted again . The re-
maining verses of the prophecy
describe how, with this regather -
ing, the land of Israel is made a
productive homeland for th e
Jews, from which they will no t
again be removed .

Other prophecies of the Bibl e
inform us that the reestablish-
ment of Israel precedes the com-
ing kingdom of Christ on earth ,
which will appoint the resurrect -
ed ancient prophets as repre-
sentatives, and from this geo-
graphic focal point the righteou s
rule of the Millennial Age will ex-
tend throughout all the earth .
Thus all the kingdoms or gov-
ernments of this present evil
world, through the consent of
the people, will give way to a
universal government possess-
ing the ability to establish righ-
teousness and peace worldwide .
—Mic. 4 :1-5
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LESSON FOR JUNE 9

What God Desires
KEY VERSE: "Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and
so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have
spoken . "—Amos 4 :14
SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Amos 4:1 ; 5 :14, 15, 21-2 4
THIS IS the simple law of God ,
which all will have to obey in or -
der to gain life . Yes, it is simple ,
but when it is put into practice it
affects every viewpoint and ac-
tivity of life . To seek good implie s
that our purpose and motive in
life is to do good, and not evil . It
may not always be possible to ac -
complish all the good we seek ,
but if our motive is good, our
course in life will be in the direc -
tion which will eventually lead to
life .

When the LORD told Israel
through Amos that he despise d
their feast days and would not ac -
cept their burnt offerings (vss .
21, 22) it was not with the though t
of condemning these ceremonie s
which he had instituted throug h
Moses . What the LORD despise d
was their attitude in connectio n
with them .

The typical sacrifices and th e
feast days were intended by th e
LORD to be outward expression s
of an inner righteousness and
godliness . When this was th e
case, they were pleasing to him ,
but when they were observed to

cover up corrupt deeds, th e
LORD hated them . Thus, in ad-
monishing Israel to return to the
worship of the true God, he
stresses that the desire for suc h
worship must issue from thei r
hearts, and their lives must be
brought into conformity with
what they profess .

Centuries earlier, Moses had
set before Israel the great issues
of life and death, saying ,
"Choose life that both thou and
thy seed may live ." (Deut . 30 :19 )
The only way they could choos e
life was by deciding to serve th e
LORD with their whole heart .
Now, at a much later time, the
Prophet Amos is again admon-
ishing the Israelites who had not
followed Moses' advice, to see k
the LORD . "Seek the LORD, and
ye shall live, lest he break out
like a fire in the house of Joseph
[kingdom of Israel] and devour it .
. . . Seek him that maketh th e
seven stars and Orion, an d
turneth the shadow of death into
the morning, and maketh the day
dark with night, that calleth for
the waters of the sea and poureth
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them out upon the face of th e
earth : The LORD is his name . "
—Amos 5 :6- 8

One of the gross sins of Israel
was the worship of gods other
than Jehovah . This was a direct
violation of the commandment ,
"Thou shalt have no other gods
before me." (Exod. 20 :3) When
the ten tribes separated from th e
two-tribe kingdom they followed
Jeroboam who set up two golden
calves at Bethel, their capital
city, and commanded the peopl e
to worship them, saying, "Be -
hold thy gods, 0 Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land o f
Egypt ." (I Kings 12:26-33) Th e
Israelites had great respect for
the God who delivered them from
Egyptian bondage, and so Jero-
boam's claim that the golden
calves represented the "gods"
which had accomplished this ,
was a malicious way of divertin g
their minds from Jehovah .

This false worship establishe d
at Bethel soon incorporated into
its form many of the gross errors
of heathendom around them .
(Amos 5 :26) In bold words, Amo s
tells them to worship only the
God of power and wisdom who
created these things which they
ascribed to their false gods—the
one who made the constellations ,
who formed the mysteries o f
night and day, arranged the sea -
sons, and was responsible for the
water courses of this earth, "The

LORD is his name . "

"For thus saith the LORD . . .
Seek ye me and ye shall live . But
seek not Bethel, nor enter into
Gilgal, and pass not to Beershe-
ba" for they "shall come to
nought ." (Amos 5 :4, 5) The gods
of those places could not help
them. "Seek the LORD and y e
shall live," was the message of
Amos . This was true of Israel as
a nation, and it is also true of in-
dividuals . The Law, which prom-
ised life to any who could keep
it, served only to emphasize the
need of our Redeemer, and ho w
those who seek the LORD
through him, can thereby obtain
life .—Gal . 3 :2 4

This new way of life through
the Redeemer will be opened t o
the world in the Millennial Age .
The terms for life, however, wil l
not have changed ; what wil l
change is the ability of mankin d
to obey . The Apostle Paul de-
clares the Law given to Israel
could not give them life because
of the weakness or depravity o f
their fallen nature . (Rom. 8 :3 )
The ransom benefits from Jesus '
death, available to all in his king -
dom, will afford an opportunity
to overcome these weaknesses of
the imperfection inherite d
through Adam, and then in seek -
ing good, and not evil, men wil l
gain the life and favor promised .
"And so the LORD, the God of
hosts, shall be with you ."
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LESSON FOR JUNE 1 6

The Day of the LORD

KEY VERSE : "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and
trust in the mountain of Samaria. "—Amos 6 : 1

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Amos 5 :18-20; 8 :7-12

ROTHERHAM'S translation of
this scripture, reads, "Alas for
the careless in Zion, and thos e
who put confidence in the moun -
tains of Samaria." Zion was the
capital of the two-tribe kingdo m
of Judah, while Samaria was th e
capital of the ten-tribe kingdo m
of Israel . Here the LORD is warn -
ing all twelve tribes of the
danger of ignoring him, and of
depending on their own wisdom
and riches to save them . History
proves that this and other warn-
ings were justified, for the peo-
ple of both kingdoms were taken
into captivity—first the ten
tribes, and later the two tribes .
God does not forever withhold
his hand from punishment .

Verse three speaks of those
who "put far away the evil day . "
The people may well have real-
ized that the LORD would at
some time take action, but put
that evil day far away . It was
nothing to be concerned about at
the moment. They enjoyed thei r
"beds of ivory" and stretched
themselves "upon their couch -

es ." They ate "the lambs out of
the flock and the calves out of the
midst of the stall ." They chante d
to "the sound of the viol" and in -
vented "instruments of music
like David ." (vss . 4,5) David
used his music to glorify God ,
but these were used to add to th e
hollow pleasures of their selfis h
revelry .

A hint of the gross indulgence
of these rich among God's pro-
fessed people is given in the
statement that they drank their
wine in "bowls ." Wine ordinari-
ly is sipped from small cups o r
glasses . This expressed their ex-
cesses in stupefying their con -
sciences and rendering their
hearts callous, so that they disre -
garded the miseries of the poor
andthe oppressed .

In the closing portions of thi s
lesson, the LORD through Amo s
informs these irresponsible peo-
ple they would be the first to go
into captivity, because God ab-
horred the "excellency of Ja-
cob"; that is, all those luxuriou s
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things which Israel, the descen-
dants of that patriarch, seemed
to value so highly .

"Pass ye unto Calneh, and see ,
and from thence go ye to Hamath
the great ; then go down to Gath
of the Philistines ." (vs . 2) These
places were also at one time con-
sidered strongholds against en-
emies, but had fallen. Amos i s
telling them to take these cir-
cumstances into consideration ,
and to realize that unless th e
LORD is on their side, no human-
ly conceived bulwarks could sav e
their kingdom from destruction .

Israel thought they could stan d
in their own strength, but failed .
To us, as spiritual Israelites, the
admonition is to "let him tha t
thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall ." (I Cor . 10 :12) The
thought here is of presuming t o
stand, without the help of th e
LORD. No one who puts his ful l
trust in the LORD will be in dan-
ger of falling . This is the blesse d
assurance that is given to us over
and over again in God's Word . I t
is only when we think that we ca n
stand in our own strength, tha t
we are in danger of falling .

Another important principl e
evident in this lesson was ex -
pressed by the Apostle Paul ,
when he wrote: "Be not de-
ceived, God is not mocked, for
whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap . For he that
soweth to his flesh shall of the

flesh reap corruption, but he tha t
soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting ."
(Gal . 6 :7,8) This principle was
the same in the Jewish Age as i t
is in the Gospel Age . However ,
the rewards for sowing the seeds
of righteousness were different
then than they are now . To th e
people of Israel, the reward fo r
righteous sowing was God' s
protecting care over them, an d
peace and temporal prosperity .

To those who sow to the Spirit
during the Gospel Age, the re -
ward is "glory, and honor, an d
immortality, eternal life . " (Rom .
2 :7; Gal . 6 :8) If faithful even unto
death, these will reap joint -
heirship with Jesus in his king-
dom, and will live and reign with
him a thousand years . (Rev. 20 :
4-6) So, let us not be at ease
(careless) in Zion, but put ou r
trust in the LORD, and not in th e
mountains or institutions of thi s
world in which we live, but from
which we have been called out .
As children of the kingdom we
know that earthly things for u s
are temporal, and to be used i n
the interest of our higher calling
to a spiritual kingdom, eternal in
the heavens .

We should always be aware.
that the present dispensation is
passing away in preparation fo r
that kingdom the God of heave n
will set up under Christ, and
which will stand forever.
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LESSON FOR JUNE 2 3

The LORD'S Complaint
KEY VERSE: "He hath showed thee 0 man, what is good,
and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, an d
to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God?"—Micah
6 :8

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Micah 6:1-8
THE question of this text was ad-
dressed to the Jews under th e
Law . God had instituted a form of
devotion and service for his peo-
ple, Israel, which involved th e
sacrifice of animals . For those
who observed these require-
ments in a spirit of obedience
and reverence, God was pleased ,
but when performed merely a s
rituals, they had no merit at all .
In the centuries preceding the
time when Micah lived, innum-
erable animal sacrifices an d
much oil (also part of the Law )
had been used in these service s
which apparently was not of-
fered in a manner pleasing to
God .

"Wherewith shall I come be -
fore the LORD, and bow myself
before the high God? Shall I
come before him with burnt of-
ferings, with calves of a year old ?
Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, or with ten
thousands of rivers of oil?" (vss .
6, 7) While the LORD had ar-
ranged for his people to come be -

fore him with burnt offerings ,
this did not mean that they coul d
ignore other requirements of the
divine Law and then make com-
pensation by presenting thou -
sands of rams . `Ten thousands of
rivers of oil' is, of course, a hy-
perbole, used by Micah to hel p
impress the point, that no
amount of giving to the LORD
will compensate for a wrong spir -
it, or take the place of heart obe -
dience .

"He hath showed thee, O man ,
what is good ." God had also stat -
ed in the Law, "Thou shalt love
the LORD thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might" (Deut . 6 :5) ,
and, "Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself." (Lev . 19 :18) Thi s
heart essence of the Law is wha t
had been greatly overlooked .
One of the basic requirements o f
the LORD in every age is that his
people practice justice . Its prin-
ciple isbeautifully set forth in the
Golden Rule : Do unto others as
we would they do unto us . This
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high standard of justice, in order
to operate in our words an d
deeds, must of necessity be
found in our hearts and minds .
As a man "thinketh in his heart ,
so is he ." (Prov . 23 :7) It follows ,
then, that to do justly signifie s
righteousness in thought and in -
tention, even though we are now
incapable of adequately express -
ing it in our words and conduct .

The word mercy is from a He -
brew word which is more proper -
ly translated 'loving-kindness' .
The prophet wrote that the
LORD requires his people t o
"love" this divine principle ,
which goes far beyond the prac-
tice of simple justice . That God
places this quality of mercy fore -
most in the portrayal of his ow n
character throughout his Word is
quite evident, and makes it plai n
that in order to receive his ulti-
mate favor we must be mercifu l
ourselves . "Blessed are the
merciful : for they shall obtai n
mercy ."—Matt . 5 : 7

The LORD also wants his peo-
ple to walk "humbly" with him .
This means we will not selec t
those parts of the divine will
which please us most, and b e
obedient to them, ignoring al l
other instructions as Israel did ,
and for which God criticized
them. This, in practice, is a very
exacting test of true love and de-
votion to the LORD . Can we from
the heart say that we will do what

the LORD requires in every as-
pect? The cost is the giving up o f
many strong desires of our own ,
to go where he wants us to go ,
and to be what he wants us to be .
Can we walk humbly with our
God, regardless of cost ?

During the millennial king-
dom, the same law of God give n
to the Jews through Moses, wil l
be given to the whole world o f
mankind through the Messiah .
The requirements will be to do
justly, love mercy, and wal k
humbly with God . The success of
this future administration of th e
Law will rest not only upon th e
forgiveness of sins made possi-
ble by the loving sacrifice of ou r
Lord on Calvary's cross, but als o
through the expert guidance an d
help of those who have aforetim e
proven themselves faithful i n
keeping these requirements of
our God .

The Apostle Paul says thes e
new teachers, in preparation fo r
the kingdom, must have the law
inscribed upon them "with th e
Spirit of the living God; not in
tables of stone, but in flesh y
tables of the heart ." (II Cor .
3 :3-6) In this life they are bein g
fashioned in heart and mind to
be future ministers of the New
Covenant, able to teach mankind
the LORD'S requirements fo r
good in the spirit of his law, an d
thus, in turn, have it effectively
written in the hearts of all .
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LESSON FOR JUNE 30

The Harvest of Unbelief
KEY VERSE : "Therefore I will look unto the LORD, I will
wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. "—
Micah 7 : 7

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Micah 7:1-7

THE Prophet Micah's immedi-
ate view of the world was indeed
depressing and discouraging ,
even as ours often can be when
the problems of this presen t
world seem large and overpow-
ering . At times like this, we, like
the prophet, can find much
solace looking unto the LORD .

Micah could contrast the
shameful condition then existing
in Israel which he described i n
this chapter, with the preview o f
God's kingdom given to him an d
recorded in chapter four. In hi s
vision, God gave a beautiful and
comprehensive description of
the establishment and function-
ing of the kingdom of Christ ,
and the blessings it will assure
to the people .

This prophecy symbolizes the
LORD'S kingdom as a "moun-
tain"—"The mountain of the
house of the LORD." The house
of the LORD is his ruling family
made up of his beloved Son ,
Christ Jesus, and those who
through begettal and birth of his
Spirit, are made sons, and in the

first resurrection are exalted to
glory, honor, and immortality ,
to reign with Christ . This spir-
itual ruling house, or govern-
ment, will be established in the
"top of the mountains"—that
is, taking control over all nation s
of the earth . "And it shall be
exalted above the hills ." (Mic . 4 :
1) The many political, economic ,
and social structures existing in
our present fragmented worl d
will also come under the authori -
ty of the millennial kingdom, and
disappear eventually into the
unified framework of the new
aims and objectives of Christ' s
rulership .

"And many nations [people ]
shall come and say, Come an d
let us go up to the mountain o f
the LORD." (Mic . 4:2) That
kingdom will not employ th e
methods of this world, usin g
conquering armies and physical
force to establish its authority .
"People shall flow : unto it" (vs .
1), because it will offer that
which all desire—peace and
prosperity and more, much
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more, eventually righteousnes s
and life-everlasting .

"He will teach us of his ways ,
and we will walk in his paths . "
(vs . 2) This expression indicates
that the nations' recognition of
Christ's kingdom will be sin-
cere, and they will actually seek
divine instruction and be glad to
obey divine law . "The Law shall
go forth from Zion," the spiritu-
al phase of the kingdom—"and
the Word of the LORD from Je-
rusalem"—the earthly or visible
phase of the kingdom, whic h
primarily will consist of the
resurrected Ancient Worthies .
Through them the LORD will
"judge among many people an d
rebuke [instruct] strong nation s
afar off, and they shall bea t
their swords into plowshares ,
and their spears into pruning -
hooks, and nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more ."
(vs . 3) What a change in th e
world that will be !

The security and prosperity
that will come to all men is
beautifully described in thes e
words: "They shall sit every
man under his vine and under
his fig tree ; and none shall mak e
them afraid ." The continued
success of the policies of th e
kingdom and everlasting fidelity
of the people to God is als o
prophesied : "All people wil l
walk every one in the name of

his god," indicating that
Jehovah God has become th e
God of all . "We will walk in th e
name of the LORD our God for -
ever and ever . "—Mic . 4 : 5

This was the wonderful vision
from God that Micah looked
unto, trusted in, and was wait-
ing for, as he viewed the terribl e
degradation of men around him .
We, too, have seen this vision ,
and through it can put our trust
in God and his wonderful future
plan for the recovery of man -
kind, as we view the distorted
wisdom of this world attempting
to safeguard peace by prepara-
tion for war, causing men' s
hearts to fail them for fear . As
we see the starvation and pover-
ty that haunts the lives of count -
less millions of our race, th e
crippling and distorting effect s
of sin and evil, and the specter
of death which continues to
relentlessly stalk its victims, w e
long in our hearts for the early
establishment of the only king-
dom that can alleviate these suf-
ferings and put an end to th e
sting of death .

Yes, like Micah, we will have
to look unto the LORD to
accomplish this, and will have to
wait for his due time . But we
can have absolute confidence
that all will be fulfilled, because ,
as the prophet recorded, "the
mouth of the LORD of hosts
bath spoken it ."—Mic . 4 :4 q
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Your Questions
The True Church

Dear Frank and Ernest: I
believe as you do . For the first
time in my life I now understand
what the goodness of God
means. How may I join your
church?

WE REJOICE with you in you r
understanding of the goodnes s
of God in his provisions for th e
blessing of all the families of th e
earth, but we have no church of
our own for you to join . Denom-
inationalism has lost sight of th e
fact that human organization s
are man-made and many of th e
members of the various church -
es are Christian in name only .
To become a member of the tru e
church means much more tha n
joining any denomination .

There is only one true church ,
and in numbers, according t o
the Master, it is but a "littl e
flock ." (Luke 12 :32) So dear is it
to him that he calls it "the
church, which is his body . "
(Eph . 1 :22, 23 ; I Cor . 12 :12) It is
composed of his footstep follow-
ers . Those who belong to thi s
church are those who have con-
secrated themselves completel y
to the doing of God's will in
their daily lives .

No human being can make yo u
a member of that church . Its

members are called of God .
Your appreciation of the truth s
of his Word might well be th e
drawing of God unto himself
through Jesus Christ our Re-
deemer . (John 6 :44) Follow hi s
leadings through prayer an d
consecration, in faith knowin g
that those who come to him h e
"will in no wise cast out ." (Joh n
6:37) And God bless you as yo u
sea to know and do his will .

There is a group of consecrat-
ed Christians meeting in your
city . They are independent of all
human creeds . They meet for
Christian fellowship and study ,
and to talk with others about th e
truths which they have found in
the Bible . We are enclosing th e
address of their meeting plac e
and suggest that you meet an d
study with them, that you ma y
grow in grace and in a knowl-
edge of the truth .

God's Divinity

Acts 17 :29 reads, "Forasmuch
then as we are the offspring o f
God, we ought not to think that
the Godhead is like unto gold, or
silver, or stone, graven by art
and man's device ." Does not
the word Godhead in this text
support belief in the doctrine of
the Trinity? If not, what does it
mean?
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THE word Godhead occurs three
times in the Authorized, or King
James Bible . It is used to
translate three different Greek
words . None of these word s
could possibly mean a God wit h
three heads and but one body ,
or a God with three bodies and
but one head, as some trinitari-
ans would have us believe . A
consideration of the setting of
our text should help us to grasp
the apostle's argument . He was
preaching to the Athenian phil-
osophers at Mars ' Hill, telling
them that their "unknown God "
was the God of his message of
salvation .

In verses twenty-two t o
twenty-six, he had told of th e
character of God and of his
power in creating mankind .
Seizing upon a truthful state-
ment of one of the Greek poets
(in whom his audience had
confidence) to the effect that
man was created by the powe r
of God, he capitalized on th e
statement and then pointed ou t
that this being true, it logically
followed that images of gold an d
silver and stone, such as the
Athenians in his audience were
then worshiping, could not prop-
erly represent the true God o f
creation .

The word Godhead is bette r
translated by the words 'divin e
nature', and is so translated by
Ferrar Fenton in his translation

of the Bible, as follows, "There -
fore possessing an origin from
God, we ought not to imagin e
the divine nature to be like gold ,
or silver, or stone, carved by
human skill and genius ." The
force of this truth is brought t o
our attention when we learn that
in the King James Bible the
same word (theios) that is
translated Godhead in Acts
17:29, is translated "divine"
nature in II Peter 1 :4 as follows ,
" Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world
through lust ." The Emphatic
Diaglott translates this and the
other two Greek words, " piety . "

In Romans 1 :20, the word
translated Godhead is the Gree k
word theiotes . Ferrar Fenton
properly translates the text as
follows, "For from creating a
universe his unseen attributes ,
power, and divine nature might
have been clearly comprehend-
ed by means of the created
facts . "

In Colossians 2 :9, the word
translated Godhead is the Greek
word theotes . The proper trans-
lation of this text is as follows ,
"Because in him resides bodily ,
every perfection of the Divini-
ty ."—Ferrar Fenton Transla-
tion .
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Not Far from the Kingdom
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth,

as it is in heaven . "

	

—Matthew 6:1 0

THE kingdom of God is a subject in which Christians hav e
been interested for centuries . Because nearly two thousand
years have passed since the first announcement by Jesus ,
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt . 4 :17), the ques-
tions naturally arise, "When will this kingdom be estab-
lished?" and, "What is causing the delay in the setting up o f
God's kingdom?"

Although many sermons have been preached on the sub-
ject, no answer has been found, and the thought most gen-
erally held forth places the kingdom of God far down into th e
distant future, long after the lifetimes of the hearers . But fo r
an accurate response to these questions, we must turn to th e
Word of God itself . There we do find the reason for th e
apparent delay in the establishment of that wonderful gov-
ernment for which Jesus taught us to pray, and also when w e
can expect its rule upon earth to begin .

We, who believe in the Bible as the sure Word of God, hav e
faith and assurance that this promised kingdom of God i s
certain to come in God's due time . And the Scriptures revea l
that it is not only near at hand, but it will be the means b y
which mankind will find the only solution to all their social ,
economic, and political problems .

The urgent need for a righteous world government —
Christ's kingdom—is obvious as we look about us and recog -
nize the growing frictions and strife which is rampant, th e
nations vieing against each other for social, economic, an d
political superiority, and the constant threat of a third worl d
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war. We realize the wisdom of the Lord's words, "Ever y
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation ; and a
house divided against a house falleth ." (Luke 11 :17) Truly ,
today, we see the house of man, with Satan as its prince ,
divided in every conceivable way. The state of division i s
caused by selfishness, greed, envy, and the hard-heartednes s
of man toward his fellows . We conclude that man in his pres -
ent condition cannot gain the happiness, peace, and unit y
which he so much desires . For no matter how noble th e
efforts of some, there are others motivated solely by selfish-
ness who are ready to disrupt the best-laid plans to provid e
mankind's necessities .

But this is not a new circumstance ; selfishness and strif e
has been the way of man down through the long ages eve r
since the temptation by Satan, and the fall of Adam in th e
Garden of Eden . So it is that Jesus said, "My kingdom is no t
of this world [or arrangement of things]" (John 18 :36), for he
will be the Prince of Peace and Righteousness . Believing it i s
only through divine intervention that man will gain peace o n
earth and the true security for which all long, we continue t o
look forward to Christ's coming kingdom, when all mankin d
will turn to the LORD. Because he will take away their ston y
(selfish) hearts, and give them (sympathetic and caring )
hearts of flesh (Ezek . 36:26), his kingdom will succeed wher e
all present kingdoms fail .

It is not very difficult for us to believe the record of histor y
concerning past events . However, believing somethin g
prophesied to occur in the future is a different matter, an d
takes great confidence in the prophet . This confidence, if it i s
based upon the Word of God, is what the Christian call s
faith . And our faith can be strengthened by reading a
prophecy in Luke 21 :20-24, written nearly two thousand
years ago, and which foretold the destruction of Jerusale m
and the Jewish nation in 70 A.D. An additional indication is
given in this passage concerning the reestablishment of Jew -
ish polity at a later time . In these texts we discover not only a
record of history, but events occurring at the present time ,
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and also the event for which we earnestly pray, "Th y
kingdom come . "

Concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, and Israel as a
nation, we read the words of Jesus : "When ye shall see
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that th e
desolation thereof is nigh . . . . For these be the days o f
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled .
. . . They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be le d
away captive into all nations : and Jerusalem shall be trodde n
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful-
filled ." (Luke 21 :20-24) These texts, although propheti c
when written, are completed history to us today . Israel wa s
indeed trodden down of the Gentiles for nearly two thousan d
years of dispersion and statelessness . But, on May 4th, 1948 ,
the Jewish National Council proclaimed the reestablishmen t
of the Jewish state of Israel! Realizing that these events di d
occur just as they were prophesied, strengthens our faith i n
events still future which were also foretold in this sam e
prophecy .

Continuing, Jesus gives a preview concerning his secon d
presence, saying, There shall be "upon the earth distress o f
nations, with perplexity [Greek, no way out] ; the sea and th e
waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and fo r
looking after those things which are coming on the earth . "
(vss . 25, 26) We can easily recognize this as a description o f
events happening in our very day . How true it is that n o
matter how hard man works to solve his problems, there ar e
just no solutions—"no way out." Our problems have escalat -
ed to the point where "except those days should b e
shortened, there should no flesh be saved" (Matt . 24 :22), as
the prospect of a nuclear holocost looms as a very real possi -
bility of destroying all flesh . Certainly, men's hearts are fail-
ing them for fear . Thank God for the assurance that "for th e
elects' sake those days shall be shortened ."—Matt . 24:22

As recorded in Luke 21 :29-31 and Matthew 24:32, 33, im-
mediately following this graphic description of our day, Jesu s
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spoke a parable of the fig tree, and all the trees . "Behold the
fig tree, and all the trees ; when they now shoot forth [thei r
leaves], ye see and know of your own selves that summer i s
nigh at hand ." Students of the Bible recognize the symbol o f
a fig tree as picturing the nation of Israel . (Jer . 24:5-7) The
'other trees' in the parable could illustrate the many newl y
emerging nations, 'shooting forth', or being created ,
especially on the continent of Africa, as well as other parts o f
the earth . Since Israel once again became a nation, we hav e
seen this prophecy dramatically fulfilled . The Lord tells us ,
"So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass ,
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand ." (Matt .
24 :31) As confirmation of the surety of this prophecy, Jesu s
stated positively, "Heaven and earth shall pass away : but my
words shall not pass away! "

And so in this prophecy we find the answer to one of ou r
questions: we are not far from the kingdom! What a reassur-
ing promise he gives in just a few short words . How thrillin g
it is to see these promised signs today, and to know that th e
kingdom is indeed near at hand !

But, perhaps a more important question for each of us in-
dividually to answer is, "How near am I from the kingdom ?
—not chronologically speaking, but in attitude, appreciation ,
and love toward God and the brethren . The Lord Jesus gav e
us a lesson along this line, in his conversation with a scrib e
who evidently had a true desire to know something of th e
divine will . (Mark 12:28-34) "One of the scribes came, and . .
. asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?" Fro m
Moses' day to Jesus' day, this question was often discussed
among the Jews . In order that the scribe would understand
his answer, Jesus quoted from the Word of Jehovah t o
Moses : "Hear 0 Israel ; the LORD our God is one LORD : and
thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and wit h
all thy soul and with all thy mind and with all thy strength :
this is the first commandment . And the second is like ,
namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself . There i s
none other commandment greater than these." —Deut . 6 : 4
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In God 's arrangement, he designed that mankind be ruled
by love—love for Jehovah ; and love for fellowman .lt is wel l
to keep these two paramount commandments in mind . Love
is indeed the greatest of all attributes . (I Cor. 13 :13) It is a
reflection of godlikeness, because God is love . It embodies al l
the principles which constitute the character of God—righ-
teousness, faithfulness, longsuffering, patience . Therefore ,
it stands related to all things in the universe .

Our love for God may be more difficult to measure than ou r
love for man . But, if we cannot love our brethren with who m
we are closely associated in our daily lives, how can we love
God, whom we have not seen !

The scribe with whom Jesus was speaking replied to him a
way which indicated he understood the Master's words . He
said, "Master, thou hast said the truth : for there is one God ;
and there is none other but he : and to love him with all the
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul ,
and with all the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself ,
is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices!" (vss .
32, 33) "And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, h e
said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God! "
(vs. 34) Can our Lord say of us, Thou art not far from th e
kingdom of God?

The Apostle John learned from the Master that "whosoev
er shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth i n
him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the
love that God hath to us . God is love ; and he that dwelleth i n
love dwelleth in God, and God in him . . . . We love him, be-
cause he first loved us . If a man say, I love God, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth not his brothe r
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath no t
seen? And this commandment have we from him, That h e
who loveth God love his brother also ."—1 John 4:15-2 1

Love is the most powerful tie that binds a bride and a bride-
groom. John the Baptist pictured Jesus as a "bridegroom,"
and himself as the "friend of the bridegroom ." (John 3 :29 )

30

	

. THE DAWN



And again, in II Corinthians 11 :2, Paul describes the churc h
of Christ as a "chaste virgin," espoused to one husband, to
Christ . In Revelation 21 :2, the saints of God, his called-ou t
ones, the church, are designated the "new Jerusalem . . .
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband . "

So, if we are to be part of this bride of Christ, our love fo r
our prospective bridegroom must be cherished, cultivated ,
and must grow into an all-consuming love . Where he goes ,
we will go ; his work will be our work ; his will (which is God' s
will—"Lo I come to do thy will, 0 my God") becomes our
will .

This singleness of motivation—love—takes a lifetime t o
develop fully . It is like fine needlework, sewn into an intricat e
pattern on a beautiful piece of cloth, taking patience and
infinite care in tracing the pleasingly delicate designs .
"Hearken 0 daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear ;
forget also thine own people, and thy father's house ; so shal l
the king greatly desire thy beauty : for he is thy Lord and
worship thou him . . . . The king's daughter is all gloriou s
within [he has a beautiful'characterj, her clothing is o f
wrought gold . She shall be brought unto the king in raimen t
of needlework . . . . They shall enter into the king's
palace ."—Ps. 45 :10-1 5

The purpose for the selection and development of this brid e
of Christ is expressed by John, the Revelator : "Behold the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them ,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be wit h
them, and be their God . And God shall wipe away all tear s
from their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neithe r
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for
the former things are passed away ."—Rev . 21 :1-4

The church, the bride, will be the companion of Christ, as -
sisting in the establishment of the kingdom for which we
pray, and which will bring peace between God and man, an d
on earth peace, goodwill toward men . Together "the Spiri t

(Continued on Page 38)
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Roland Park

	

6A, l0A
Wichita

	

13

KENTUCKY-9:00 a .m .
Bowling Green

	

2 0
Covington

	

B-1 6
Dayton

	

8-1 6
Lexington

	

3 1
Louisville

	

2 5
Westwood

	

2 1

LOUISIANA-8 :00 a .m.
Lafayette

	

7
St . Bernard Parish K(24)

MASSACHUSETTS-9:0 0
Arlington

	

3 2
Beverly

	

4 3
Boston

	

B 5
Lynn

	

2 7
Quincy

	

43

MARYLAND-9 :00 a.m .
North Brentwood A-22

MICHIGAN-9 :00 a .ni.
Birmingham

	

5 1
Clinton

	

1 0
Coldwater

	

2 7
Dearborn

	

3 8
Flint

	

2 3
Lincoln Park

	

3 1
Plymouth

	

3 9
Southfield

	

43
Warren

	

10

MINNESOTA-8:00 a .m .
Alexandria

	

UHF34
Richfield

	

34
N .W . Minneapolis

	

6 8
St . James

	

4 8

MISSISSIPPI-8 :00 a.m .
Lafayette

	

12
Meridian

	

7

MISSOURI-8:0O a .m.
Chesterfield

	

32
Columbia

	

1 1
Kansas City

	

8
Overland

	

23
St . Louis 13A, A13, 28, 3 3

NEBRASKA-8:00 a .m .
Columbus

	

29
Lincoln

	

38
Omaha

	

29

NEW JERSEY-9:00 a .m .
Fort Lee-Edgewater S

Suffern (NY)

	

1 0
Newark

	

24
Trenton

	

34

NEW MEXICO-7:OOa .m .
Alamogordo

	

2 6
Albuquerque

	

1 2
Santa Fe

	

2 2

NEVADA-6 :00 a .m .
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Arlington

	

4 1
Austin

	

1 6
Brownwood

	

1 7
Bryan

	

19
Dallas

	

7 1
El Paso

	

13
Fort Worth

	

1 6
Galveston

	

31
Harris

	

25
Hitchcock

	

3 1
Houston

	

22, 3 1
Irving

	

B3 0
Odessa

	

2 6
San Antonio

	

3 4
Victoria

	

6 6
Waco

	

1 7

VIRGINIA-9 :00 a.m .
Alexandria

	

30
Chesterfield

	

28
Danville

	

A
Newport News

	

1 3
Richmond

	

1 1
Staunton

	

8

WASHINGTON-6 :00
Tacoma

	

10
Vancouver

	

2 8
Yakima

	

16

WISCONSIN-8 :00 a .m .
Ashwaubenon

	

31
Green Bay

	

1 2
Huetisford

	

26
Madison

	

2 9
Manitowoc

	

S O
Milwaukee

	

31A/B
New Berlin

	

3 1
Portage

	

33
Sheboygan

	

18

WYOMING-8 :00 a.m .
Douglas

	

7

PUERTO RICO
San Juan

	

24

TELEVISION SCHEDULE

	

37



(Continued from Page 31 )

[our Lord Jesus] and the bride [his church] will say, "Come .
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let hi m
take the water of life freely . "—Rev. 22 :1 7

And so, in the Scriptures we also find the answer to ou r
second question : "What is causing the seeming delay in the
setting up of God's kingdom?" It is because the call ,
development, and testing of this called-out class, the bride of
Christ, has quietly and steadily been taking place . For nearl y
two thousand years this has been the particular concern o f
our Heavenly Father—to find a suitable bride for his Son !
Those who have been "chosen" for this wonderful hono r
must also be proven "faithful." (Rev . 17 :14) We realize fro m
the signs all about us that this special call is drawing to a
close, and the time for God's kingdom to be established an d
to rule upon earth is nearing . We hear the words of the
Apostle Peter resounding in our ears : "Seeing then that al l
these things shall be dissolved [and God's kingdom o f
righteousness is not far from us] what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?"—I I
Pet . 3 :1 1

May each of us prove faithful to the LORD, the truth, and
to our brethren, glorifying God by continuing to proclaim th e
Gospel of that kingdom for which our Lord taught us to pray ,
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is i n
heaven."

	

0

Dawn Film Service
The following is a list of the titles for The Bible Answers

programs to be shown on cable network stations for th e
month of June . You may wish to advertise these programs i n
your local newspaper .

June 2-The Dream Is Certai n
June 9-Comfort for the Dyin g
June 18-God Is Lov e
June 23-The Messianic Kingdo m
June 30-The sermon on the Moun t
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Christian Life and Doctrine
THE CREATOR'S GRAND DESIGN—Part 5

The Great Deception
"The LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tre e
of the garden thou mayest freely eat : but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die . "

—Genesis 2 :16,1 7
HAVING created our first parents perfect, and in his image ,
God could rightly expect them to obey his law in order to con-
tinue receiving the blessings which he had so lavishly pro-
vided for them . However, they did not intuitively know wha t
their Creator expected of them . This knowledge had to b e
communicated to them . Having received it, and having bee n
created perfect, Adam and Eve had the moral strength to re-
sist temptation to disobey God's will .

Certain instructions wee given to our first parents . They
were to multiply and fill 6ie earth . They were also to subdu e
the earth . God's law provided that they could freely eat of al l
the trees in Eden with one exception, which was "the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil ." The Scriptures do no t
indicate what sort of tree this was . Perhaps it was not greatl y
unlike many of the other trees of the garden . It is doubtfu l
that the fruit of this tree contained a mysterious elemen t
which, if eaten, would give one understanding that he did no t
previously possess . It was the act of disobedience in par-
taking of this tree, and the circumstances to follow, tha t
would lead to a knowledge of good and evil .

The commandment not to partake of this forbidden tre e
was simple and understandable . Man-made laws are often
complicated and therefore obscure in meaning . Frequentl y
one feels a measure of insecurity as to the Intent of certai n
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laws unless . a lawyer is consulted, and even these profes-
sional interpreters often disagree . Even in the Suprem e
Court of the United States there are frequently split decision s
over the meaning of laws, and this despite the fact that th e
Supreme Court judges are the most highly trained men in th e
country in the interpretation of the law .

But Adam and Eve did not need a lawyer to interpret th e
plainly stated law concerning the tree of the knowledge o f
good and evil . They were not to eat of this tree—that was all .
There were no obscurely stated circumstances under whic h
they were to have the privilege of deciding whether or no t
they could properly eat of the forbidden fruit . There were n o
exceptions of any kind . "Thou shalt not eat of it," was the
law, "for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surel y
die . "

Temptation
This law was originally stated to Adam, but he had com-

municated it to Eve, and of Eve it is written : "When th e
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it wa s
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make on e
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her ; and he did eat ." (Gen . 3:6) Eve
noted that the forbidden tree was pleasant to the eye and
good for food . This was true of the other fruit-bearing trees o f
the garden . But it was also to be desired, as Eve thought ,
because it would make one wise . Certainly there is nothing
wrong with being wise, if wisdom is used along proper lines .
So it is obvious that the Creator did not explain to our first
parents why the fruit of this particular tree was forbidden .

It was wrong to partake of this tree simply because God ha d
forbidden it . This was the supreme test of obedience whic h
the Creator placed upon our first parents . It was, in reality, a
test of their faith and confidence in him. But more important -
ly, it was a proper test . If man were to obey God's laws onl y
when he decided that they were proper, we can see what
chaos would result . God does not always arbitrarily withhol d
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information from his people concerning his reasons for hi s
commandments, but he does expect us to obey even when, i n
his wisdom, he does not reveal the reason . This was the tes t
which confronted Eve, and later Adam .

A part of the image of God in man was his freedom o f
choice . God desired man's obedience, but only if man ,
because of his trust in his Creator, desired to obey . If such an
objective could not be attained, man would have to b e
destroyed . "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shal t
surely die." Eve yielded to the temptation . She offered the
fruit of the forbidden tree to Adam, and he, too, partook .
Deceived

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Adam was not deceived, but th e
woman being deceived was in the transgression ." (I Tim .
2:14) Eve's deception was apparently in believing th e
"serpent's" assurance that death would not result from dis-
obedience . (Gen . 3 :4) Adam was not deceived by this false-
hood ; nevertheless, he joined his wife in the transgression .
Now Adam and Eve were to learn that God meant it when h e
said, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surel y
die." (Gen . 2:17) In the marginal translation of this tex t
God's warning of the death penalty reads, "In the day tha t
thou eatest thereof, dying thou shalt die." This suggests no t
an instantaneous snuffing out of life, but a gradual process o f
dying, and that is the way it happened .

Adam and Eve were driven from their garden home and
prevented from having access to the trees of life, with th e
result that they began to die . Adam, starting on the down -
ward course from the top of perfection's scale, lived 93 0
years before he returned to the dust from which he wa s
taken . When he died, the full penalty for his sin had been ex -
acted . Adam was not deceived as to the nature of the penalty ;
nor has there since been any change in the divine penalty fo r
sin . More than four thousand years after the decree was is -
sued, "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return, "
(Gen . 3:19) the Apostle Paul wrote, "The wages of sin i s
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death," (Rom . 6:23) and in Ezekiel 18 :4 we read, "The sou l
that sinneth, it shall die . "

What Is Death ?
Webster's Dictionary defines death as 'the state of bein g

dead' . Webster also used the word 'extinLtion' . These defini -
tions are fully in harmony with the teachings of the Bible . I n
Ecclesiastes 9 :10 we read : "Whatsoever thy hand findeth t o
do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, no r
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest . "
This is in agreement with Ecclesiastes 9 :5,6, which reads ,
"The living know that they shall die : but the dead know not
anything, neither have they any more a reward ; for the
memory of them is forgotten . Also their love, and thei r
hatred, and their envy, is now perished." Clearly, then ,
death is a state of oblivion .

Satan's Li e
As we have noted, the Scriptures declare that Eve was de -

ceived. Without doubt it was the statement made by th e
serpent, "Ye shall not surely die," that deceived her . I n
Revelation 20:2 we find the expression, "That old serpent ,
which is the Devil, and Satan ." This is a reference to th e
same serpent which appeared to mother Eve . Evidently
Satan, who is a powerful although invisible spirit being ,
spoke through the serpent . Just how he conveyed his mes-
sage to Eve is not important . For our present purpose we wil l
consider that it was the Devil who deceived Eve, ignorin g
whatever part the serpent may have played in it .

Concerning the Devil, Jesus said : "He was a murdere r
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him . When he speaketh a lie, he speaket h
of his own : for he is a liar, and the father of it . " (John 8 :44 )
Here Jesus takes us back to the events in Eden . He states
that Satan was actually a murderer ; for it was under his
influence that our first parents transgressed God's law, an d
this resulted in their death . Our Lord further identifies
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Satan's treachery in Eden by saying that he was a liar, an d
the father of it .

Yes, it was Satan who fathered the sin of lying, his first li e
being his statement to Eve, "Ye shall not surely die ." God
had made it plain that death would result from disobedience ,
but Satan denied this . And not only was he successful i n
deceiving Eve on this point, but he has successfully carried
on his campaign of deception ever since, with the result tha t
only a few throughout the ages have believed God on th e
subject of death . The vast majority unwittingly believe Sata n
and continue to insist that there is no death . This work o f
deception will be allowed to continue until the time in God's
plan when Satan will be bound, "that he should deceive th e
nations no more ." He will be bound for a thousand years ,
and then destroyed .—Rev . 20:1-3

It was not difficult for Eve to believe that she would not di e
as a result of disobedience. After all, she had had no experi -
ence with death . She had seen no one die . Doubtless she too k
Satan's denial of the LORD'S statement very literally and be-
lieved that despite her disobedience she would continue t o
live and to enjoy all the blessings of Eden, and also have th e
added advantage of being much wiser. How bitterly disap-
pointed she must have been when, debarred from the tree of
life in Eden, she realized from year to year that the seeds of
death were working in her and that she would become feebl e
and die . Adam had no illusions on the matter, for he was no t
deceived . He knew from the beginning that eventually h e
would die .

The fact that the human race began to die despite Satan' s
assertion, "Ye shall not surely die," proved that he was a
liar, just as Jesus said . But having foisted this deceptio n
upon Eve, Satan did not propose to allow subsequent circum -
stances to prove him wrong ; so his next great deception was
that death is not what it seems to be, but rather that in realit y
those whom we call dead are more alive than ever . It is held
by Satan, and by those who espouse his great deception, tha t
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only the body dies . The claim is made that there is a separat e
entity within humans which cannot die, and that at death thi s
escapes from the body and lives on in another realm . The
great power of this deception is in the fact that no one want s
to die . It is pleasant to believe that there is no death .

In continuing to foster this deception, Satan has introduce d
into the minds of men almost innumerable theories as t o
what happens to the 'never-dying' part of man when th e
body dies. There are the theories of reincarnation, and th e
transmigration of souls . Reincarnationists believe that ever y
time a child is begotten, or born—they are not sure which— a
'departed spirit' enters into it, there finding a home until thi s
newest body dies, when the disembodied spirit is agai n
homeless until it has an opportunity to find refuge in anothe r
infant . The theory is that most of us have made many of thes e
excursions and will probably keep on doing so . Just how th e
reincarnationists explain the constantly increasing popula-
tion of the earth we have not yet learned . According to this no-
death theory there are more spirits reaching earth each yea r
than are departing . Where do the extra ones come from ?

The transmigration of souls theory is somewhat different ,
and not quite so pleasing . This theory also calls for continu -
ous cycles of the 'soul', but the soul does not always succee d
in finding refuge in a human body . While, according to thi s
theory, during our present visit to earth we may be huma n
beings, the last time we were here we may have been a dog ,
or a cat, or an elephant, or a spider; and the next time w e
come we may find that our soul is flitting through the air i n
the body of a bird, or hopping around in the body of a
croaking frog . The bodily form we will possess each time w e
come depends upon how well we have conducted ourselve s
on the previous visit . There is an end to this, for finally the
soul departs for the last time, and after that, in due course, i t
finds rest in a mythical Nirvana, meaning 'extinction of th e
flame of life', or 'loss of all personal consciousness by ab-
sorption into the divine' .
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This satanic method of endeavoring to prove true the lie ,
"Ye shall not surely die," has been adopted into most
heathen religions in one form or another . This is why a Hind u
tries to avoid stepping on an insect, or killing a fly, lest
perhaps he injure the feelings of an ancestor . To many it ma y
seem difficult to understand how anyone could believe such
ideas, but really these are no more unreasonable than the no-
death theories which have found their way into the professed
Christian religions .

The "Wages of Sin"
All the religions of the world attempt, each in its own way ,

to deal with the problem of sin . Rewards are held out to th e
righteous, and there are punishments for the wicked . A
faithful Hindu might not have to come back to the earth as a
dog, and he will reach Nirvana with fewer earth cycles tha n
those less faithful . Also, in the creeds of the churches ,
account is taken of the fact that there are saints and sinners ,
believers and unbelievers, faithful and unfaithful ; and
attempts are made to explain how the righteous will b e
rewarded and the wicked punished .

In all this theorizing, the simple fact of the Bible that "th e
wages of sin is death" is ignored . (Rom . 6 :23) How could on e
believe that the wages of sin is death, and at the same tim e
insist that there is no death? Besides, when God's penalty fo r
sin is denied, his reward for righteousness cannot be under-
stood and appreciated . Paul wrote that "the gift of God i s
eternal life ." (Rom . 6 :23) How could eternal life be a specia l
gift for believers if it is true that saint and sinner alike mus t
live eternally whether they want to or not ?

Refusing to accept the reality of death, the creed maker s
invented their own conceptions of God's punishment fo r
sinners—the souls of sinners, that is . The creeds of the Dark
Ages set forth two general views—the Catholic and th e
Protestant . According to the Catholic view, there are two
places to which wicked souls go when they depart from the
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bodies in which they lived as humans . One of these is calle d
hell, and the other purgatory . Hell, it is alleged, is only fo r
willfully wicked sinners, those who defy the church and tur n
their backs upon all its rules and regulations . Many heretics ,
it is claimed, fall into this category and therefore are doomed
to spend the endless ages of eternity in hell . In this hell th e
wicked are said to be tortured in burning flames many time s
hotter than any fire ever produced by man . *

From the humane standpoint, the teachings of the heathe n
seem better than the hell dogma. But the Catholic Churc h
does have an alternative . If one wishes, he can avoid bein g
wicked enough to go to hell, and go instead to purgatory .
Purgatory, it is claimed, is just what its name implies— a
place of purgation, or cleansing, from sin and defilement, s o
that one is eventually made pure enough to enter into the
bliss of heaven . The purging methods in purgatory are, o f
course, very strenuous . The tortures in purgatory ar e
different from those of hell, mainly in the claim that they are
not eternal .

In the Middle Ages various reformers discovered that th e
doctrine of purgatory is not taught in the Bible, that the wor d
purgatory does not even appear in the sacred record ; so they
protested against this teaching . This, however, created a
problem, for by doing away with purgatory there was n o
place for the partially wicked souls to go except to hell . From
the standpoint of mercy, the Protestants really worsened the
outlook for sinners, particularly the partially wicked amon g
them .
*NOTE—See the booklet, "The Truth about Hell," in whic h
every text in the Bible containing the word hell is examined .
Price 10 cents. Order from The Dawn, East Rutherford ,
NJ 07073

Not in the Bibl e
The doctrines of purgatory and of eternal torture are not

taught in the Bible . Some have reasoned, "If there is a
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heaven, there must be a hell ." There is, indeed, a
heaven—that we will discuss in a later chapter . However, the
alternatives set before us in the Bible are not heaven and
hell, but life and death . Death is the penalty for sin, and life
is the gift of God . This marvelous gift was proffered to ou r
first parents and was available to them on the condition o f
obedience to God's law. They disobeyed, and the penalty o f
death came upon them .

Satan's deception has been so great that it has robbed lan -
guage of its meaning . Ordinarily everyone would know th e
meaning of the words die, and death ; but Satan's lie, "Y e
shall not surely die," has been so deceptive that i n
theological circles these words are twisted to mea n
separation from God, and separation from God means tortur e
in a fiery hell . It is man's earnest desire to live that makes
him so readily susceptible to Satan's no-death deception .
Even under the abnormal conditions of sin, sickness, an d
war, life is considered by most people a boon, a blessing, an d
it is hard to believe—millions refuse to believe—that whe n
the heart stops beating there is no more life . Possessing thi s
determination to live, mankind has fallen ready prey t o
Satan's lie, "Ye shall not surely die." (Gen . 3:4) They are
glad to believe that there is no death .

This human attitude toward life is one of the things whic h
sets man apart from the lower animals . God created ma n
with the intention that he should live, not temporarily, bu t
forever . Death, therefore, was the severest penalty tha t
could have been attached to sin . Little wonder that we shrin k
from it, and it is not surprising that so many are willing t o
insist that it is not real, but rather that what we call death i s
merely a means of escape into another life .
A Future Life

Severe though the death penalty is, the Scriptures empha-
size its reality . Nevertheless the Bible does hold out a hope
for a future life, based not on the illusion that there is n o
death, but on the promises of God to restore the dead to life
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in the resurrection . When the Prophet Job had suffered be-
yond the point of ordinary human endurance, he asked God
to let him die . Having thus pi .dyed for death, Job raised th e
question, "If a man die, shall he live again?" (Job 14 :14) Job
did not ask, if a man die, is he really dead? Job knew tha t
those who die are dead and not suffering the tortures of a
supposed fiery hell . It is because he knew this that he asked
God to let him die ; for this, he believed, was the only way h e
could be free from suffering .

What concerned Job was whether or not God would restor e
him to life at a later time . Answering his own question unde r
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he said, "All the days of my
appointed time [in death] will I wait, till my change come ,
[then] thou shalt call, and I will answer thee : thou wilt have a
desire unto the work of thine hands ."—vss . 14,1 5

In the New Testament Jesus confirms this hope of bein g
called forth from death in God's due time, using as a n
example the death of Lazarus, the brother of Martha an d
Mary of Bethany . This account is recorded in John 11 :1-16 .
When Jesus heard that Lazarus had died, he said to his dis-
ciples, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may
awake him out of sleep ." The disciples did not understan d
the import of this remark . They thought Jesus referred to th e
"taking of rest in sleep ." Then Jesus said to them plainly ,
"Lazarus is dead ." (vss . 11-14) A very fundamental truth of
the Bible is set forth in this conversation between Jesus an d
his disciples. Actually, as Jesus said, Lazarus was dead ; but
because he expected to restore him to life, Jesus spoke o f
death as being merely a sleep . The same thing is true of al l
mankind—the dead, and those who will yet die . Death as th e
penalty for sin would have been eternal oblivion for all o f
Adam's children but for the provision of divine love throug h
Christ, who gave himself in death as a substitute for the
forfeited life of Adam . Paul wrote, "As in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive ."—I Cor . 15 :22

A little later Jesus awakened Lazarus from the sleep of
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death as an illustration of the divine purpose for all mankind .
When awakened from death, the people will know that Go d
spoke the truth when he said that death would be the penalt y
for sin, because they will have experienced it . They will know
that while dead they were not in a hell of torture, or a
purgatory of pain . They will know that they had not been in a
heaven of bliss . The Hindu believer will know that he had no t
been a butterfly or a tiger while he was dead . All will kno w
that they knew nothing while they were dead and will than k
God for the opportunity he has given them through Christ ,
the Redeemer, to live again!

	

q

THE RAISING OF LAZARU S
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Christian Life and Doctrine

God Is Faithful that Promise d
"That thou mightest know the certainty of those thing s
wherein thou hast been instructed."

	

—Luke 1 : 4

WE LEARN from the Scriptures that Luke, the physician ,
although not called to be an apostle, nevertheless was a very
active disciple in the Early Church and a valuable Bible histo -
rian . (Col . 4 :14) We are indebted to Luke, and grateful to th e
LORD for his overruling providences, whereby two ver y
important books of the New Testament have been given t o
us—the Gospel according to Luke, and The Acts of the
Apostles . When we read the opening words of the Book of
Luke, and also the Book of Acts, we learn there were peopl e
then, just like ourselves, who were desirous of knowing Go d
better . They longed to be sanctified by his Truth and to serve
him acceptably, and thereby be prepared for greater servic e
in the age to come, as body members of the Christ in glory .

Faithful Luke begins his Gospel account with these words ,
"Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in orde r
a declaration of those things which are most surely believe d
among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which fro m
the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the Word ;
it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understandin g
of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order ,
most excellent Theophilus [meaning 'loved of God', an d
evidently someone at Rome wanting to know more about th e
actual events in our Lord's life and ministry in Israel], that
thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherei n
thou hast been instructed ." We cannot read these word s
without appreciating the faith of Luke, his deep convictions ,
and his zeal to assist this one who was searching to know
more of God and Christ .
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When we come to the opening verses of the Book of Acts ,
we find a relationship between the two accounts . "The
former treatise have I made, 0 Theophilus, of all that Jesu s
began both to do and teach, until the day in which he was
taken up, after that he through the Holy Spirit had give n
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen ; to
whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speakin g
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God : and, being
assembled together with them, commanded them that the y
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promis e
of the Father, which, saith he, Ye have heard of me . For Joh n
truly baptized with water ; but ye shall be baptized with th e
Holy Spirit not many days hence ."—Acts 1 :1-5

It is a similar desire to know and serve God and Christ tha t
impels us today as it did Luke and Theophilus long ago . The
same Holy Spirit encourages us to look into God's Word, s o
graciously preserved for us, and to study its meaning an d
instruction with those of like precious faith . The LORD has
rewarded us in our search, and has heard our prayers ; he has
helped us as he did Luke to be assured "of those thing s
which are most surely believed among us ."—Luke 1 : 1

As we consider God's marvelous grace toward us, in callin g
us out of darkness into his marvelous light (I Pet . 2 :9), we
think of how wonderful that old, sweet story is—how Go d
sent his well-beloved Son into the world for our salvation .
Jesus was the long-promised Messiah, whose birth, child -
hood, ministry, sufferings, rejection, crucifixion, death, an d
resurrection has been so detailed in prophecy . The Apostl e
Paul tells us, in Galatians 4:4, "When the fullness of time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law," as well a s
Adam, and all his race . Surely we should appreciate how faith -
fully God fulfills every detail of his promises !

The more we know about God, the more we marvel at hi s
wisdom and his almighty power . As Luke records, when th e
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time drew near for Jesus to be born of Mary, the LORD
began a series of overruling circumstances that is both inter -
esting and faith-strengthening to recognize . The empire of
Rome was the ruling power of the world at that time, know n
for the great strength by which it enforced its laws . Do we
suppose, however, that it just happened that the Emperor o f
Rome, Caesar Augustus, sent forth a decree that all th e
empire should be taxed? (Luke 2 :1-7) The timing was
remarkable . In line with this new tax law, Joseph and Mary ,
being of the lineage of David, were required to go up t o
Bethlehem, exactly at the time when Jesus was due to b e
born . Thus was fulfilled the promise of God found in Micah
5 :2 that "out of thee, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the nations, yet shall he come forth who shall b e
the Ruler in all Israel ." Even though not aware of thi s
prophecy or of what was occurring in the lives of Joseph an d
Mary, the Emperor was used as an agency in carrying out it s
fulfillment . Jesus was born where God had said, and in the
manner prophesied—that a virgin would conceive and b e
with child .—Isa. 7 :14 ; Luke 1 :34, 3 5

As we consider this example of our Heavenly Father' s
faithfulness to his Word, his wisdom and foreknowledge, an d
his almighty power to achieve his purposes, should we, a s
Christians, worry whether he has events under control ?
Surely not, but rather we should be learning to have
complete assurance that God is both able and willing to fulfil l
all his good designs and plans . However, some might b e
inclined to question the consistency of the exercise of God' s
foreknowledge and power, reasoning that while he was able
to overrule and bring about the fulfillment of the prophecy ,
yet he failed to supply a room at the inn for Joseph and Mary .
Could not God have provided a better place than a mange r
for the bringing forth of his well-beloved Son? Perhaps hi s
intent in allowing this was to afford a valuable lesson .

We are told in the Bible that another wonderful son of God
had gone astray—Lucifer, the Son of the Morning . (Ezek .
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28:12 ; Isa . 14 :12) He became Satan, an adversary of God an d
of righteousness . This rebellion began when pride entered
his heart, and he desired to elevate himself, prompting hi m
to say, "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my thron e
above the stars of God : I will sit also upon the mount of th e
congregation, in the sides of the north : I will ascend abov e
the heights of the clouds ; I will be like the Most High ."—Isa .
14 :13,1 4

In making us aware of this, we are inclined to think ou r
Heavenly Father, in his great wisdom, was teaching us a n
eternal lesson . Oh, not many great people of earth woul d
think a manger in a stable a proper place for their child to b e
born . But God arranged just that for his Son—the very one h e
planned to raise up in power to a place at his own right hand .
In the humble circumstances of Jesus' birth, God was
teaching a vital principle of his rulership—that he who woul d
be great, must also be humble . Jesus manifested this spiri t
in his life and expressed it in a prayer : "I thank thee, 0
Father, LORD of heaven and earth, because thou hast hi d
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes . Even so, Father : for so it seemed good i n
thy sight." (Matt . 11 :25, 26) God has given us so many goo d
examples along this line to follow, and to use as models wit h
which to fashion our own lives . As footstep followers o f
Jesus, God also overrules our experiences so that these sam e
lessons can be impressed upon our hearts and minds, for w e
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus .—Eph . 2 :1 0

The Bible also gives examples of those who were wayward ,
and disobedient to God . The Weymouth rendering of the
account in Jude concerning the disobedient angels tells u s
they were "those who did not keep the position originally as -
signed to them, but deserted their own proper abode . "
Lucifer, also, was not satisfied with that estate or positio n
designated to him . But the scripture reminds us, "Promotio n
cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from th e
south, but God is the judge : he putteth down one, and setteth
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up another." (Ps. 76:6,7) The Apostle Peter counsels us to
"humble . . . [ourselves] therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt . . . [us] in due time ." (I Pet . 5 :6) A
careful consideration of Peter's words in the context of thi s
verse, reveals his understanding of the close relationship an d
importance of God 's part, and our part, in the work of sancti -
fication that must be completed in us if we are to receive th e
glorious inheritance to which we have been so graciousl y
called .

Our study of God's Word should have as its purpose an ap -
plication of its precepts in our daily lives which will bea r
much fruit to the glory of God . With an eye to increasing ou r
faithfulness in this matter, let us consider the marvelou s
example of the Heavenly Father's faithfulness to us . In He -
brews the tenth chapter, we find the Apostle Paul encouragin g
the brethren at Jerusalem in a time of sore trial and testing . I t
is one of those strong statements of the Bible that is so helpfu l
to us in both doctrine and in exhortation . In verses ninetee n
and twenty, Paul exhorts the brethren in Christ, those accept -
ed in the Beloved, justified and Spirit-begotten, to follow thei r
forerunner into the Most Holy . In the Tabernacle type, the
Most Holy was the place where the presence of God dwelt .
(Lev. 16 :2) The apostle explains this was a figure of "heave n
itself," where Christ entered for us . (Heb . 9 :24) In Hebrew s
6 :19 and 20, the apostle speaks of our wonderful hope as one
which "entereth into that within the veil, whither th e
forerunner is for us entered . "

Earlier in Hebrews the sixth chapter, Paul reminds us o f
Abraham's faithfulness, and God's promise to him atteste d
by his oath that he would multiply Abraham, and that
through his seed all nations will be blessed . (Gen. 22:18) I n
his letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul identifies thi s
promised seed of blessing as Christ and his faithful ,
overcoming church . (Gal. 3:16,28) In his promise to
Abraham, God said the seed of blessing was to "possess," o r
take the gate of, his enemies . And in Revelation 1 :18, our
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risen Lord declares that this promise has been kept, becaus e
he now has the keys of the gates to the condition of death an d
the dying process—the great enemies of mankind throughou t
all ages. God has again been faithful in the fulfilling of hi s
Word !

Our attention is called to the superiority of Christ, now a
king and priest after the order of Melchisedec, possessin g
"the power of an endless life." (Heb . 7 :16) In Hebrews 7 :21 ,
another great distinction or mark of superiority accorded thi s
high priest is shown when he writes, "For those priests wer e
made without an oath ; but this [one, Christ] with an oath b y
him that said unto him, The LORD sware and will not repent ,
thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec ." The
apostle was quoting from the prophecy recorded in Psal m
110 :4, saying that that great priest now exists in the perso n
of our risen Lord. Again our God has proven to be faithful t o
his Word !

"By so much was Jesus made a surety [guarantee] of a
better covenant ." (Heb. 7 :22) Yes, this was to be a covenan t
that could give life, one that could succor or help to the "ut-
termost," or completely . Thus our loving Heavenly Fathe r
has given us, for the strengthening of our faith, two wonder-
ful promises—each attested to by his oath . So, by two
immutable thiligs—not only the blessing of all the nations of
the earth, but also the coming of the seed through whom th e
blessing would be made available—his promises would b e
carried out in the kingdom for which we have been taught to
pray. How gracious is our Father in heaven! How strong a
foundation for faith is laid in his holy Word !

And so it is, as a result of our sins and shortcomings havin g
been remitted when God accepted us in the beloved, Christ ,
and being begotten of the Holy Spirit, that the apostle ex-
horts us to "enter into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by
a new and living way which he hath consecrated [or, hat h
newly made, margin], for us through the veil, that is to say ,
his flesh." (Heb . 10:19,27 ; Rom. 6:3-5) As with the head
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("Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and the n
enter into his glory?"), so also with the body members . Onl y
by following in the footsteps of the Master, their forerunner ,
can the after-runners enter into the presence of God and b e
"joint-heirs with Christ," to live and reign with him for th e
lifting up and blessing of all the families of the earth . (Rom .
8:17-21 ; Rev . 20 :4,6) And only by faithfully continuing i n
Christ, in whom we have been accepted of the Father "by the
blood of Jesus [the atoning merit of his righteous sacrific e
now imputed to the church by God's grace]", can we, havin g
finished our earthly course as joint-sacrificers with Christ ,
enter through the veil into the glorious presence of him tha t
called us unto his eternal kingdom and glory .

Then the Apostle Paul continues, "Having an high pries t
over the house of God ; let us draw near with a true heart i n
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from a n
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water . Le t
us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering ; (fo r
he is faithful that promised .)" (Neb. 10:21-23) Yes, these
promises seem almost too wonderful to believe, but he i s
faithful that promised!

	

O

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
JUNE 6—Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over -
charged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life .—Luke 21 :3 4
(Z . '95-201 Hymn 312 )

JUNE 13—I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness .—Psal m
17 :15 (Z . '95-251 Hymn 105)

JUNE 20—Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world . If an y
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him .—I John 2 :15 (Z . '96-6 7
Hymn 47 )

JUNE 27—Now he which stabllsheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointe d
us, is God, who hath also sealed us .— II Corinthians 1 :21, 22 (Z . '96-212 Hym n
91 )
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General Convention Bulletin

THIS is a picture of Goodrich Chapel at Albion, Michigan . As
you can see, it is a delightful building, designed with a
handsome colonial exterior . Upon entering between towerin g
frontal columns into an expansive entrance foyer, a large ,
light and airy, temperature-controlled hall is visible beyond ,
filled with row upon row of high-back, upholstered seats .
Massive, rounded windows on either side seem to bring th e
beautiful campus and sunlit skies of Albion almost into th e
room . Its wide, terraced stage dominated by magnificent en -
circling pipes, springs alive with music at the touch of its
ivory console . Ideal indeed! But something is missing !

For a limited engagement only, from July 27th to Augus t
1st this summer, we will complete Goodrich Chapel . From
behind its rostrum will be heard the voice of truth from th e
Word of God, and there to hear and affirm it will be you . Its
splendid organ will swell with music, and there to give it a
voice of meaning and praise to God will be you!

	

q

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

57



Reservation Form
BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTIO N

Albion College—Albion, Michiga n
JULY 27-AUGUST 1, 1985

Breakfast

	

Lunch

	

Dinner

	

Lodging
Number Number Number Yes or No

Friday

	

----	

Saturday

	

B	 L	 D	

Sunday

	

B	 L	 D	

Monday

	

B	 L	 D	

Tuesday

	

B	 L	 D	

Wednesday B	 L	 D	

Thursday

	

B	 L	 D	
AIRPORT PICKUP INFORMATION : Airport Location :	
Name of Airline :	 Flight Number	
Time of Arrival : Date	 Hour	 q a.m . / q p .m .

NAME	

ADDRESS	

CITY/STATE/ZIP	

NAMES OF ALL OTHER PERSONS INCLUDED IN THIS RESERVATION :
(Give age if six through seventeen years of age . )

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TOTAL NUMBER of persons for whom reservations are being made :	
Checks should be made to : ALBION COLLEG E

and mailed to : Mr. Morley Fraser
Albion Colleg e
Albion, Michigan 49224



Encouraging Letters
FOR SYSTEMATIC STUD Y
Dear Sirs: There are eight of
us in my town who are plan-
ning a systematic study of th e
Bible . I have been appointed
to set it up and obtain the
necessary aids . It is my firm
conviction that the Dawn of-
fers the most easily under-
standable literature, particu-
larly for the beginner. To be -
gin with, please send me
twelve each of "God's
Plan," "God Has a Plan, "
"God 's Plan for Man, "
"Three Keys to the Bible . "
Enclosed please find a check
to cover the cost, and yo u
may use any excess in His
service. Please pray for us in
these efforts . Yours truly, in
His name. —A L

THE BIBLE EXPLAINED
Dear Sirs : My husband andI
listen to your talks each Sun -
day morning before Igo to
Sunday School and church .
We are very much intereste d
in them, and enjoy the dis-
cussions very much. Please
send me the booklet on crea-
tion that you talked about
several weeks ago, as I
would like to know more

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

about that. And please keep
up the good work you are do-
ing! You explain the pas -
sages in the Bible beautifully
and know them so well! Sin-
cerely . —NC

A BALANCED OUTLOO K

Dear Friends : Please rene w
my Dawn subscription for
another year. I should also
like to have twenty-four cop-
ies of "Hope," four copies of
"The Creator's Grand De -
sign, " and four copies of
"The Book of Books, " a t
your convenience, and th e
remainder of my check to b e
applied as you choose. My
husband and I deeply appre-
ciate your books, booklets,
and the monthly Dawn which
gives us renewed strength to
keep a balanced outlook on
present events, plus what i s
more important, hope tha t
the happy'reunion with loved
ones will soon come to pass.
Sincerely yours. —TN

"A GLORIOUS RESPONSE "

Dear Sirs: Praise the LOR D
for Dawn publications! Our
world needs to read the
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meaning of our LORD'S
words, and to give their
hearts to him. Many times
your articles bring me a glo-
rious response, and give me
hope for this life, and after -
ward. God bless all of you,
and the wonderful work yo u
are doing . —OH

ENJOYS EVERY MINUTE

Dear Brothers in Christ : I
have just started listening t o
your radio ministry. I am en-
joying every minute of it .
May God continue to bles s
you both in your ministry .
Please send me the bookle t
entitled, "The Church . " I
really enjoyed the broadcas t
that day! Please pray for m e
and my husband, and my
daughter, and my family . I
am praying for you also .
Yours in Christ . —N Y

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH
Dear Brethren : I would ap-
preciate receiving a brochur e
of your publications, togeth-
er with a price list . I have re-
ceived your address from my
father-in-law, who is a minis -
ter in British Columbia, and
has received your literature .
With you in Christ—
CANADA

"FANTASTICALLY TRUE ! "

Dear Friends: I thank God fo r
you! I find your publication,
"God and Reason, " fantas-
tically true . Please send me
your recommended booklet,
"Creation" to go with the
"God and Reason" booklet,
and "The Divine Plan of th e
Ages . " Please send your
publication called "The Cre-
ator's Grand Design, " and a
subscription to The Daw n
magazine for one year.
Thank you . Sincerely . —TX

A GOOD FRIEND

Dear Brethren : Please rene w
my subscription for another
year. I just noticed that it ran
out, and I would not like to
miss one copy. It is like hav-
ing a good friend come to my
house . Thank you, and Go d
bless you all. —OH

"BEST SUPPLEMENTS "

Dear Sirs : As I came through
the airline terminal at An-
chorage, Alaska, I foun d
some of your booklets in a re-
ligious literature rack. I se-
lected four, and took the m
with me. As I read them, my
unavoidable conclusion was
that they were the best Bible
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study supplements I had ever
read. I shortly sent to yo u
folks, requesting twenty-nine
more of your books and book -
lets . They arrived about a
week ago, and I cannot keep
my hands off them . I have
never seen anything that ex -
plains God's Word like you r
writings . And I have never
heard of The Dawn Bible
Students Association . Can
you tell me something about
it, and its background? Your
theology needs no further ex-
plaining. Very gratefully
yours . —WA

FOR CLASS STUDY

Dear Dawn Bible Students :
I would like to order five cop-
ies of the first volume of
Studies in the Scriptures . We
have a study class in Van-
couver, and we are now fin-
ished with the study book w e
were going through. I am
familiar with the Dawn' s
doctrines, and agree with
them. I thought this book
would be a good one for the
class to study, and if they like
it, we could continue right o n
through the whole six vol-
umes . Also, if you have a
monthly publication, pleas e

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

send me one of the issues . I
would like to subscribe t o
your magazine . In Him —
CANADA

AN "AVID" LISTENER

Sirs : I am an avid listener t o
your broadcast entitled
"Frank and Ernest," ove r
radio station DWXX. (under -
stand that you are offering a
free booklet entitled "Th e
Church, " as mentioned in a
recent broadcast . I would
like to request a copy of it .
Thank you, and more power
to your program. Very truly
yours—PHILLIPPINES

SEEKING THE TRUTH

Sirs: I have been listening to
your radio program here in
Manila, the Philippines, ev-
ery Saturday at 8:45 p.m . I
would like very much to
know the doctrines ofyour
group, and please send m e
your Dawn magazine . I am a
serious student of "The
Word," and am zealously
seeking for the truth . May I
have the address of you r
church if there is one here in
Manila? Thank you, and my
greetings to you in the nam e
of our Redeemer. Very truly
yours . —PHILIPPINES q
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1984 GENERAL CONVENTION PICTURE DAW N

The picture Dawn is now ready . When you send for you r
copy, it would be helpful to have your Class Secretary reques t
a number for your class, rather than individual requests bein g
made. However, if this is not convenient, we will mail you you r
copy directly upon request .

	

q

FOR YOUR NEWSPAPE R

To the right is a suggestio n
for a small advertisement in
your local newspaper . This
outline is designed for three-
and-one-half inches in one
column .

JUNE SPECIAL

On Sunday, June 16 ,
"Frank and Ernest" will dis-
cuss a topic of interest t o
many. Attractive circulars
will be available for announc-
ing this program, and you
are invited to send for as
many as you can use . They
are free. Address your re -
quest to: The Dawn, East
Rutherford, NJ 07073

~~

	

Listen tov

	

these inter -
estmg topics to

be discussed on :

CJJC-800
9 :45 a .m. on SUNDAY S

June 2-Faith of Our Fathers
June 9-Peace throug h

Christ's Kingdom
June 16-Today and Tomorro w

In Prophec y
June 23-When There Is N o

Peace
June 30-The Last Day s

SEND FOR free booklet offered
after each broadcast . Write to :

"Frank and Ernest"
Box 60, Dept. N

General Post Offic e
New York, NY 1011 6

"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths ."
Proverbs 3 :5, 6
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Speakers' Appointments
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Departmen t
of The Dawn. Their services are furnished free upon request .
Write to : Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford,
NJ 07073 . A visit will be arranged when possible .

G . JEUC K
Boise, ID June 2

G . PASSIO S
Berwick, PA June23

Clarkston, W A
Spokane, WA

4
5

L . POS T
Middletown, NY June 2

Kalispell, MT 9 Portland, OR 21-24
Havre, MT 11 Seattle, WA 25
Vernon, B .C . 16 Victoria, B .C . 26
Vancouver, B .C . 17 Vancouver, B .C . 27
Seattle, WA 19 Vernon, B .C . 29,30
Portland, O R
Chico, CA

21-24
28

S . SURAC I
New London, CT June23

Sacramento, C A

N . KASPEROWICZ
30 J . TAT E

Philadelphia, PA June3 0
Palo Alto, CA June 2 Pottstown, PA 30

Obituaries
The following brethren have recently finished their Christia n

course . We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the families and
friends in their loss of these dear ones .

Sister Frances Kotulak, Detroit Polish Ecclesia—March .
Sister Mary Fryzik, Detroit Polish Ecclesia—March .
Sister Stephany Keveza, Vancouver, B .C .—March 17. Age, 82 .
Sister Josephine Miller, Buffalo, NY—March 27. Age, 89 .
Sister Helen Madison, Somersworth, NH—April 4 . Age, 86 .
Brother James M. Glass, Upland, CA—April 14 . Age, 93 .
Sister Lois Blicharz, Detroit, MI—April 27 . Age, 52 .
Sister Eleanor Wojcik, Detroit, MI—May 5 . Age, 62 .

Weappreciate information concerning any brethren to be include d
in this ist.

SPEAKERS'S APPOINTMENTS

	

63



Conventions
These Conventions are listed at the request of the individual Classes

who are sponsoring the gatherings .

MINNEAPOLIS, MN, June 2—Eas t
Side Neighborhood Serv ., 1929 N .E .
2nd Street . Note new address.
WATERBURY, CT, June 2—YWCA
80 Prospect St . Miss Anna Tsimonis ,
P .O . Box 1494 0672 1

NEW YORK/ALLENTOWN CON-
VENTION, June 7-9—Cedar Cres t
College, Allentown, PA . Write Mrs .
Margaret Young, P .O . Box 24, Rieg-
elsville, PA, before May 27 for re-
servations .

PONTIAC/WARREN CONVEN-
TION, June 8,9—Southfield Ma -
sonic Temple, 26595 Evergreen Rd . ,
Southfield, MI . Mrs . Ora Lockwood ,
110 South Blvd ., West, Rochester,
MI 48063
Phone : (313) 852-426 7

WINNIPEG AREA CONVENTION ,
June 8,9-Little Britain Hall . Writ e
Sidney Jones, Box 106, Grp . 327, RR
#3, Selkirk, Man ., Canada RIA 2A 8
Phone : (204) 482-512 5
CINCINNATI, OH, June 16—At th e
Harp's Home, 2609 Merrittview Le . ,
4523 1

CHICAGO, IL, June 23—Elmhurst
Masonic Temple, York Rd . & Arthu r
St ., Elmhurst . B .J . Hack, 3820 W .
116th Pl ., Garden Homes 60655

PORTLAND, OR, June 21-23—Col-
lins Retreat Center, 32867 SE High -
way 211, Eagle Creek . Mrs . Dawn

Krupa, 11980 Zion Hill Dr ., Gresh-
am, OR 9703 0
Phone : (503) 658-411 5

DETROIT, Ml, June 23—Redford
YWCA, 25940 Grand River .

OKANAGAN CONVENTION, Jun e
29,30—W .L . Seaton School, 270 1
41st Ave ., Vernon, B .C . Write to :
Kay Phillips, RR1, Site 2, C-12 ,
Kelowna, B .C ., Canad a

BUFFALO, NY, June 30—Unit y
Temple Lodge, 1940 Niagra Street .
Mr . Gene Buczkowski, 85 Roger s
Dr ., Cheektowaga, NY 1422 5
Phone : (716) 634-216 3

LOS ANGELES, CA, July 5-7—Ar-
rowhead Springs Christian Con-
ference Center, San Bernadine, CA .
Make reservations through Mrs .
Nannette Nekora, 1425 Lachman Le . ,
Pacific Palisades, CA 9027 2

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERA L
CONVENTION, Albion, MI, Jul y
27-August 1 .

JACKSON, MI, August 31-Septem-
ber 2—Sheraton Inn on Jackso n
Square, 1 Jackson Sq . Mrs. Ray
Lumley, 2531 Ashton Rd . 4920 3
Phone : (517) 782-725 2

SEATTLE, WA, August 31-Septem-
ber 2—St . Thomas Center, Kenmor e
Write Mrs . D . Bruce, 6222 102nd PI .
NE, Kirkland 98033
Phone : (206) 822-4607
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