
Lesson 36

The Typical Tabernacle

Those sac ri fices are an annual reminder of sins, because
it is impos si ble for the blood of bulls and goats to take
away sins.—Hebrews 10:3,4

There are many les sons we can learn from the taber na cle. This
remark able tent of wor ship was built as God instructed

Moses. It had to be care fully made, for it was to be a pic ture of
God’s plan of the ages.

The peo ple were eager to help build the taber na cle. They
brought far more sil ver and gold and beau ti ful cloth than was
needed. The fin est art ists and most skilled crafts men put their
best efforts into mak ing it (Exo dus 12:35,36; 35:29-32; 36:5).

Every year, on the Day of Atone ment, a bull ock was sac ri ficed
on the altar in the out side court of the taber na cle. Although many
other sac ri fices were burned through out the year, this was a spe -
cial sac ri fice. It was the peo ple’s way of tell ing God they knew
they were sin ners and wanted to do better—they wanted to be his
peo ple.

The bull ock rep re sented Jesus’ human life and every thing that
hap pened to the bull ock later hap pened to the goat, which rep re -
sented the 144,000 mem bers of the church. Because Jesus vol un -
tarily died on the cross—a per fect man (Jesus) for a per fect man
(Adam)—all man kind will be res ur rected to life on earth and be
given an oppor tu nity to live for ever.

The Court, the Holy, and the Most Holy, the fur ni ture, the
priests, and the sac ri fices of the taber na cle illus trated the more
impor tant fea tures of the divine plan. The three items of fur ni ture
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in the holy were: the golden can dle stick, rep re sent ing the light
of truth; the table hold ing what was called the bread of the Pres -
ence, rep re sent ing the Old and New Tes ta ments; and the incense
altar, rep re sent ing the con se crated church class con tin u ally offer -
ing the incense of faith, love, and obe di ence to God.

The only piece of fur ni ture in the Most Holy was the Ark of the
Cov e nant. It was a box about the size of a cedar chest cov ered
with gold inside and out and had a lid made of solid gold. On the
lid were two golden angels and there was a bright light between
them that showed God was pres ent with his peo ple. Inside the ark 
were the two tables of the law, Aaron’s rod that bud ded, and the
golden pot of manna that never spoiled. These were all pic tures
illus trat ing por tions of God’s great plan.

The taber na cle con tains many pic tures of the plan of God.
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