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Highlights of Dawn

Death Shall Be Destroye d

"Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written ,
Death is swallowed up in victory . 0 death, where is thy sting ?
O grave, where is thy victory?"—1 Corinthians 15 :54,5 5

EVER since that first fatal tragedy took place, when Cai n
slew his own brother Abel, the great enemy Death ha s
brought unending sorrow to the entire human race . Every day
of the year some 150,000 human beings succumb to th e
ravages of sin-induced disease and go down to the grave ;
every day some 150,000 grieving families mourn the passin g
of their loved ones ; and daily an even larger number are bor n
into this world, eventually to go down into death as did thos e
who preceded them .

The whereabouts, the condition, and the ultimate lot o f
these billions who have died over the ages has engrossed
the mind of man since his advent on this earth . Proponents o f
the great religions and the heathen peoples alike have lon g
considered the subject and offered various conclusions, if no t
solutions . Wise men and philosophers down through the age s
have filled innumerable books with their thoughts an d
opinions . Even Job, who could say of God, "Though he sla y
me, yet will I trust him," asked the question that is so muc h
on the hearts of all, "If a man die, shall he live again?" —
Job 13 :15 ; 14:1 4

In most of the religions of the world some sort o f
immortality is implied, if not specifically expressed .
Hinduism, for example, teaches the existence of a universa l
soul, or being, to which individual souls will be united afte r
mays (time and space] is conquered . The established
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Christian religions, both Protestant and Catholic, as well as
Islam, teach that after death the "souls" of the faithful wil l
pass to a heavenly existence, while the unfaithful will b e
consigned to a "hell" of more or less suffering, for a greater
or lesser period of time. The Indians of North America spok e
of their dead as going to the happy hunting grounds . The
truth is that all mankind instinctively recoils at the thought o f
extinction that is implicit in the fact of death .

The reason for this state of mind is not difficult to find . It i s
not "natural" for man to die ; every fiber of man's bein g
rebels at the thought of death . For man was not created t o
die, but to live . Had he been obedient to the righteous laws o f
his Creator, he would have lived on this wonderful Plane t
Earth forever . The reason man dies is that Father Ada m
disobeyed and was condemned to death and took the entir e
human race down into death with him . The Apostle Pau l
confirms this point, stating plainly that "in Adam all die ." —
Gen . 3 :17-19 ; I Cor . 15:22

And so it has been . But because it is truly natural for man t o
desire to cling to life, there have arisen over the ages th e
many different concepts of "immortality" to which dying
man, in desperation, turns longingly for hope .

In the past it has generally been the religionists who hav e
promoted the various concepts of life after death and of th e
immortality of the soul . In recent years, however, we fin d
physicians, psychologists, psychiatrists, and others explorin g
the subject, some of whom believe they have found evidenc e
that something in man continues to live beyond the death o f
the body. The conclusion advanced in most of these cases i s
that man does not really die at all . And this, of course, is jus t
what all wish to believe, including the investigators .

The deep and widespread interest that exists in this subjec t
is indicated in the popularity of a book written in 1975 by Dr .
Raymond Moody, Jr ., under the title "Life After Life," which
has already sold more than a million copies . Noted
psychiatrist Dr . Elizabeth Kiubler-Ross is also in the forefront
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of the present effort to prove that there is indeed life afte r
death, citing the supposed "return from death" of a numbe r
of medical patients .

"New Evidence of Life After Death" heads up an article i n
another publication . The "evidence" is based on the study o f
some fifty people who had had a "close brush with death, "
according to a report in The National Enquirer . The results o f
the study were considered of sufficient interest to be
published in the journal of the Florida Medical Association .
"A California study has produced surprisingly simila r
results," the article stated . "Twenty-one per cent of . . .
California patients surveyed reported they, too, had move d
out of their bodies or to another world ." Some said they ha d
seen relatives or friends, and others stated they had bee n
"sent back" because their time had not come .

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul is not new . It is
of ancient origin, possesses many shades of meaning, and i s
widely accepted . As long ago as the 5th century B .C . the
Greek philosopher Plato defined his understanding of th e
destiny of the soul in several of his dialogues . The ancient
sages of Tibet described man's consciousness as passin g
through many varied and fanciful experiences while awaitin g
reincarnation . Baruch Spinoza, Dutch philosopher of the 17th
century, said, "We feel and experience ourselves to be
immortal ." His particular form of immortality was belief that
all existence is embraced in one substance—God (or Nature) .
Victor Hugo, French poet, novelist, and dramatist, stated : " I
feel immortality within myself . The nearer I approach to th e
end the more plainly I hear around me the immorta l
symphonies of the world to come . "

Contemporary writer Otto Wolfgang sums it up by saying :
"Man has pondered over the meaning of life and death since
prehistoric days, from the unlit cave to the palatial desks o f
contemporary philosophers and mystics . The preponderan t
belief is that man does not die, that his soul is immortal and
will live on in some form and manner . "
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Wolfgang rightly concludes : "Of course, science can neve r
really prove immortality . It can never be found in a test tub e
or a computer, nor deduced in the limited calculations of th e
mundane mind ." Robert M . Herhold, a Lutheran pastor at
San Bruno, California, goes along with this assessment : " Life
after death is, by definition, beyond the range of scientifi c
research," he states .

Other modern investigators do not agree . "Immortalist s
Believe They Can Conquer Death," says a headline in Th e
Sunday Olympian (January 29, 1978) . "When the history o f
this century is written," says A . Stuart Otto, of San Marcos ,
California, "the achievement that will stand head an d
shoulders above the rest will not be the landing on the moon ,
the splitting of the atom or the emergence of the computer ,
marvelous as those things are, but the conquest of death . "
The article goes on to say that Otto is chairman of th e
Committee for Elimination of Death, an association o f
scientists, doctors, philosophers, metaphysicians, an d
theologians who believe "that physical death can and shoul d
be conquered ." Otto says, "I think we are at a point now that
is comparable to where we were with regard to the conques t
of space before World War H . "

This movement takes its name from a book written in 1969
by Alan Harrington, "The Immortalist," which states
categorically that "death is an imposition on the human race ,
and no longer acceptable ." We are told the movement i s
growing . Indeed, a course called "Towards Physica l
Immortality" is now being conducted by author F . M .
Estandiary at the New School for Social Research in New Yor k
City .

In 1977 Dr . Moody, author of the aforementioned best -
seller, "Life After Life," brought out another book ,
"Reflections on Life After Life." This was as a result o f
having subsequently interviewed many more people who had
supposedly died and who had (also supposedly) returned t o
life, with detailed descriptions of their experiences in thei r
"life after life . "
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In a review of Dr . Moody's latest book in The Reader' s
Digest (July, 1977), the writer carefully describes th e
subjects as having been "clinically" dead, or as having com e
"very close to death ." Elsewhere in the article we find th e
expression "a typical near-death" experience and th e
words "death" and "died" enclosed in qualifying quotatio n
marks . In other words, the article carefully avoids stating tha t
the subjects involved in these experiences had actually an d
provably died, as in truth they hadn't .

An examination of the conclusions put forward by thes e
various investigators gives rise to a number of questions .
Whence comes life? What is the soul? Is it immortal? What i s
death? If death is truly real, is there any hope of life beyon d
death? Those who have faith in God as the wise and lovin g
Creator of man and of the entire universe will turn trustingl y
to his Word, the Bible, and there find comforting and mind -
satisfying answers .

In the first place, the Scriptures inform us that God is th e
Giver of life . On numerous occasions Jesus referred to th e
Creator as his Father, and he instructed his followers likewis e
to call God their Father. (Luke 11 :2) The word "father "
implies life-giver . And it was God himself who gave life t o
man. When man was created in the Garden of Eden, Go d
"breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ."—Gen . 2 : 7

God could do this because he possesses inherent life . Jesus
said, "The Father hath life in himself ." (John 5 :26) Indeed ,
the Apostle Paul tells us he is the source of all life . He said ,
"God that made the world and all things therein, seeing tha t
he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples mad e
with hands ; neither is worshiped with men's hands, as
though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, an d
breath, and all things ."—Acts 17 :24,25

Just what is a soul? When asked this question, many wil l
reply that it is an indefinite, indescribable, undyin g
something that separates from the physical body when th e
body dies, and thus the real individual does not die bu t
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continues to live . This is not in accord with what the Bible
describes as a soul, as found in the account of man's creatio n
recorded in Genesis 2 :7. There we read, "And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into hi s
nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a living soul . "
The English word "soul" is translated from the Hebrew wor d
nephesh, which Professor Strong defines as "a breathin g
creature ." Thus we have the Bible assertion, not that ma n
possesses a soul, but rather that man is a soul, or being, as
this passage is properly rendered in the Revised Standard
Version .

If the soul was a certain intangible entity within the human
body, as many erroneously believe, we would find it doin g
some very strange things, according to the Bible . We would
find this nebulous something pronouncing a blessin g
(Gen . 27 :4) ; eating a sacrifice (Lev . 7:18) ; possessing th e
sense of touch (Lev . 7 :21) ; having the power to hear, to sin, t o
swear (Lev . 5 :1-4), to loath (Num . 21 :5), to lust (Deut . 12 :15) ,
and to long after (Deut . 12 :20) . But when we comprehend
that the soul, according to the Bible, is a sentient being, the n
all these statements become reasonable . For a human soul, o r
human being, can indeed bless, eat, hear, touch, long after ,
swear, and sin .

According to the dictionary, the meaning of the wor d
immortal is "not subject to death ; living forever ; deathless . "
Is the soul immortal, or deathless? Regardless of what on e
may suppose the soul to be, the Scriptures tell us that it is no t
immortal, but rather that it is subject to death . The Prophe t
Ezekiel wrote, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die ." (Ezek .
18:4) But since we have just seen that the human soul i s
simply a human being, the prophet is really saying, "Th e
man that sinneth, he shall die . "

This is borne out in the context which follows, where the
prophet explains, "But if a man be just, and do that which i s
lawful and right, . . . he shall surely live ." (Ezek . 18:5,9 )
Here the prophet is clearly contrasting the destiny of the sou l
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(or the man) who sins with that of the soul (or the man) who i s
just . The one dies, the other lives . Rotherham, one of the
most careful translators of the Bible, uses the word "person "
in place of the word "soul" in Ezekiel 18 :4, and renders thi s
passage, "The person that sinneth the same shall die . "

The Apostle Peter confirms the fact that the soul is no t
immortal . He tells us something of the righteous rule that wil l
hold sway during Christ's coming thousand-year kingdo m
reign and of the obedience that will be required of all wh o
would then gain life . He says : "For Moses truly said unto th e
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto yo u
of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in all thing s
whatsoever he shall say unto you . And it shall come to pass ,
that every soul, which will not hear [obey] that prophet, shal l
be destroyed from among the people ."—Acts 3:22,23

This passage is a quotation by Peter from a prophec y
recorded in Deuteronomy 18:15-19, wherein Moses foretell s
the coming of a Greater Mediator than he, to bless the whol e
world of mankind in the times of restitution . In the origina l
prophecy Moses said : "And the Lord [Jehovah] said unto me ,
. . . I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren ,
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth ; and he
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him . And i t
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto m y
words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of
him . "

In this prophecy be it noted that Moses stated that
whosoever of mankind would not obey God's words in tha t
future time would be punished ; whereas Peter, in quoting th e
prophecy, used the word soul for the word whosoever .
Placing Moses' statement alongside of Peter's, we see tha t
(1) the human soul and the human being are one and th e
same thing, and that (2) this human soul is not immortal, bu t
subject to death .

Since, therefore, man (the human soul) is not immortal, bu t
subject to death, just what is this condition of death to whic h
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man passes? The Reader's Digest Dictionary defines death a s
"the permanent cessation of all vital functions in an animal o r
plant ." When the Lord God created man, he formed him "o f
the dust of the ground ." (Gen . 2 :7) When man disobeyed, h e
was sentenced to death and returned to the dust . "In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto th e
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, an d
unto dust shalt thou return ."—Gen . 3 :1 9

Speaking of the death condition into which man passes, th e
psalmist wrote : "His breath goeth forth, he returneth to hi s
earth ; in that very day his thoughts perish ." (Ps . 146 :4)
Solomon stated, "The living know that they shall die ; but the
dead know not any thing ." (Eccles . 9 :5) Solomon also said
(vs . 10) : "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with th y
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, no r
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest ." From these
statements by God's holy prophets, it is clear that death is a
condition of utter extinction . Man did not exist before he wa s
created, and at death he ceases to exist .

Since death is real, we come to our last question : Is there ,
then, any hope of life beyond death? On this point the Bible i s
equally emphatic, and abundantly comforting . Although the
graves of earth have been filling up with the billions of th e
world's dead since Abel first returned to the dust, the Bibl e
assures us that there shall be a resurrection of the dead .

We have seen that man was condemned to death an d
returned to the dust because of sin . Man has been going
down into the grave, into oblivion, into nonexistence eve r
since because of that sin . The Apostle Paul wrote, "By one
man [Father Adam] sin entered the world, and death . . .
[because of] sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for . . . al l
have sinned."—Rom . 5 :1 2

But happily, because he knew God's plan for man, th e
apostle did not stop his inspired statement at that point . He
continued, "As one man's [Adam's] trespass led t o
condemnation for all men, so one man's [Jesus'] act o f
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righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men . "
(Rom . 5 :18, RSV) Elsewhere Paul explains this sacrificial act
of Jesus' as providing a ransom, or corresponding price, t o
redeem man from death . He wrote to Timothy : "God . . . wil l
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge o f
the truth . For there is one God, and one Mediator betwee n
God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time ."—1 Tim . 2 :3-6

In his letter,to the church at Corinth, Paul further wrote :
"For since by man [Adam] came death, by man [Jesus] cam e
also the resurrection of the dead . For as in Adam all die, eve n
so in Christ shall all be made alive ." (I Cor. 15:21,22) Jesus
himself foretold that joyous time to come when all who hav e
ever lived on this earth will be restored to life . He told his
disciples, "The hour is coming in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ." —
John 5:28, 29

The Bible speaks of this glorious coming period as "th e
times of restitution . . . which God hath spoken by the mout h
of all his holy prophets since the world began ." (Acts 3 :21 )
That is the long-hoped-for, long-prayed-for time when th e
kingdom of Christ will be established in the earth for th e
blessing of all mankind . (Gen . 22:18) All who ever lived an d
died, both good and evil, will be brought back from the grave ,
the condition of death .—Acts 24:1 5

All will be given an opportunity to obey the righteous law s
of Christ's kingdom . "Every soul [or human being] which wil l
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among th e
people ." (Acts 24 :15 ; Acts 3:19-23) But every soul (human
being) who obeys shall gain everlasting life right here o n
earth . And at the end of the thousand-year kingdom reign o f
Christ and his church, even death itself will be destroyed .
"And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire . . . . And
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying ,
neither shall there be any more pain : for the former things
are passed away ."—Rev. 20:14 ; 21 : 4
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What a glorious prospect the great Creator has in store fo r
the redeemed and restored human race! What a blessing h e
has planned for all through the gift of his beloved Son Jesus !
Man will indeed be brought back from the death conditio n
and will live again—not because he is immortal, not becaus e
some humanly constituted committee of physicians ,
psychiatrists, and scientists has eliminated death . It will be
because God, in his matchless love and mercy, arranged fo r
mortal man's release from the chains of death by providing a
Savior and Redeemer, even our Lord Jesus Christ .

But what about immortality, that condition wherein death i s
not possible—does not the Bible speak of such a quality? Oh ,
yes, it does, indeed! But this is not to be the lot of the world o f
mankind . In a letter to Timothy, Paul ascribed this quality o f
immortality to the great Creator of the universe : "Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God . "
(I Tim . 1 :17) Later in the same letter he describes God as
"the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord
of lords ; who only hath immortality ."—1 Tim . 6 :1 5

Because of our Lord Jesus' faithfulness unto death in doin g
his Heavenly Father's will, immortality was granted to hi m
following his resurrection . While he was still with the
disciples, Jesus foretold this promised reward when he said ,
"As the Father hath life in himself [inherent life ,
immortality] ; so hath he given to the Son to have life i n
himself ."—John 5 :26

This same quality of immortality will be the reward of th e
footstep followers of Jesus . But it will not be lightl y
bestowed ; it will be given only to those who in this life den y
themselves, faithfully laying down their lives in sacrifice .
(Matt . 16:24) These "seek for glory and honor and
immortality" by patient continuance in well doing . (Rom . 2 :7 )
These shall be kings and priests unto God (Rev . 1 :6) and "on
such the second death hath no power," because they shal l
henceforth be immortal . They shall live and reign with Chris t
a thousand years .—Rev . 20 : 6
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Thus shall death be swallowed up in victory! Thus shal l
be abundantly satisfied the innermost longings of the heart s
of all God's human creatures for life, joyous life, life withou t
fear of any kind for oneself or for one's loved ones . For Jesus '
faithful followers of this Gospel Age the promise is life
immortal in the glorious presence of their Heavenly Fathe r
and his beloved Son Jesus ; for those of the resurrected worl d
of mankind who prove obedient to the laws of Christ' s
thousand-year reign of righteousness, the promise i s
everlasting life on the human plane, right here on a glorious ,
beautifully restored Planet Earth, where each shall love hi s
neighbor as himself . We believe that world events are tellin g
us that the time for the establishment of Christ's kingdom i n
the earth is near .

"And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts mak e
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines o n
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the
lees well refined .

"And he will destroy in this mountain the face o f
the covering cast over all people, and the veil that i s
spread over all nations .

"He will swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord
God will wipe away tears from off all faces ; and the
rebuke of his people shall he take away from off al l
the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it .

"And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ;
we have waited for him, and he will save us : this i s
the Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be glad an d
rejoice in his salvation ."—Isa. 25 :6-9

**************************************************** *

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God
himself that formed the earth and made it ; he hath
established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to b e
inhabited : I am the LORD; and there Is none else . —
Isaiah 45:1 8
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Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
JULY 6—What man is he that feareth the Lord? him shall He teach in the wa y
that he shall choose .—Psalm 25 :12 (Z . '99-13 Hymn 242)

JULY 13—Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light . Therefore it i s
no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers o f
righteousness .—II Corinthians 11 :14,15 (Z . '99-62 Hymn 301 )

JULY 20—I am the true vine, and My Father is the Husbandman . . . . Every
branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit . —
John 15 :1,2 (Z . '99-109 Hymn 57 )

JULY 27—We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we fin d
it against him concerning the law of his God.—Daniel 6 :5 (Z . '99-16 7
Hymn 225)

PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

FOR YOUR NEWSPAPE R

To the left is a suggestion for a smal l
advertisement in your local news-
paper . This outline is designed fo r
two inches in one column .

JULY SPECIAL : On Sunday, Jul y
16, "Frank and Ernest" will discus s
a topic of interest to many .
Attractive circulars will be availabl e
for announcing this program, an d
you are invited to send for as man y
as you can use . They are free .
Address your request to : The Dawn ,
East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073 .

"THE JUDGMENT DAY"

To be discussed b y

'FRANK and ERNEST'
WHOL—1600—9 :30 a .m .

SUNDAY, JULY 1 6

Tune in this discussion, an d
send for a free copy of "The
Day of Judgment ." Send to :

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N, General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 10001
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR JULY 2

People of the Word
MEMORY SELECTION : "Give me understanding, and I
shall keep Thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whol e
heart ."—Psalm 119 :34

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Acts 18 :1-4; I Thessalonian s
2:1,2,13-20
THE Apostle Paul's efforts in
Athens had met with little
success—the majority of its
citizens were given to idolatr y
and philosphy and were un-
willing to accept the message of
Jesus and the resurrection of
the dead . His ministry was not a
total loss, however . "Howbeit
certain men clave unto him, an d
believed: among the which wa s
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a
woman named Damaris, and
others with them ." (Acts 17 :34 )
Paul's heart no doubt wa s
exceedingly glad for those who
responded to his message .

Then we note (18:1) that Pau l
left Athens and went on t o
Corinth, another prominent cit y
in Greece, about 40 miles away .
He found the attitude ther e
quite different from that of th e
intellectual climate that existed
in Athens—being less refined
and much less concerned with
the pursuit of religious and

philosophical thought . Corinth
was a commercial center, and its
spirit was largely dominated b y
business interests .

Corinth, being more or les s
free from the entanglement of
philosophy and religion that
prevailed in Athens, proved to
be a better place to preach th e
truth . The minds of its citizens
were more receptive—no t
having been immersed in the
mixture of philosophy and reli-
gious formalism. They did not
first have to unlearn a particular
kind of religious form o r
ceremony . They were, there -
fore, better prepared to compare
the glorious things about th e
kingdom—as well as the stan-
dards of truth and righteousnes s
—with the sinful, immoral, an d
irreligious element that domi-
nated Corinth .

Next we learn (vs . 2) that
Claudius Caesar was reigning a t
the time, which establishes th e
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date for our lesson as occurring
about A .D . 52—and we under -
stand that Paul stayed in
Corinth about a year and a half .
Claudius had driven the Jew s
from Rome because of certain
rumblings in connection with
the teachings of Christianity .
Aquila and his wife Priscill a
were among those who had bee n
exiled from Rome, no doub t
having received the message of
the kingdom in that city .

The Apostle Paul knew the
trade of tentmaking . During his
ministry he was therefore able
to maintain himself without
being a burden upon those wh o
accepted the message. He be-
lieved that the truth would hav e
greater force if he were free to
expound that truth without fea r
of being misunderstood amon g
some of those who heard him .
He did not want to appear to b e
preaching Christ for earthly
gain . When he came to Corinth
he found himself in company
with Aquila and Priscilla, "an d
because he was of the same
craft, he abode with them, an d
wrought : for by their occupatio n
they were tentmakers ."—vs . 3

The dedicated apostle quickl y
engaged himself in the work a t
hand . "And he reasoned in th e
synagogue every Sabbath, and
persuaded the Jews and th e
Greeks ." (vs . 4) He called upo n
all of his great resources of mind

and body to present the truth i n
the most logical manner
possible . He realized the evil
and corruption that surrounde d
him, and he also knew tha t
those who responded to the gla d
tidings were those who hungered
and thirsted for righteousnes s
and were not in harmony with
the conditions that prevailed in
Corinth .

After having established the
church in Corinth, Paul later
reflected upon his earlier ex-
periences with them . "And I ,
brethren, when I came to you ,
came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declarin g
unto you the testimony of God .
For I determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesu s
Christ, and him crucified . And I
was with you in weakness, and
in fear, and in much trembling .
And my speech and my preach-
ing was not with enticing words
of man's wisdom, but in dem-
onstration of the Spirit and of
power: that your faith shoul d
not stand in the wisdom of men ,
but in the power of God." —
I Cor . 2 :1-5

Paul sought to remind the
Corinthian brethren that the
message of truth was not his ,
but God's . The "weakness, "
"fear," and "trembling" of
which he spoke only emphasiz e
the depth of responsibility which
he felt.
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LESSON FOR JULY 9

People with Hope
MEMORY SELECTION : "I pray God your whole spirit an d
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of ou r
Lord Jesus Christ ."—1 Thessalonians 5 :23

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : I Thessalonians 4:9-18

TURNING first to our memory
selection, we note that Paul
makes reference to the "spirit, "
"soul," and "body" of the
consecrated child of God . During
the Dark Ages of the past, an d
even unto our present time ,
many Christian people hav e
believed that man possesses a
soul or spirit which is somethin g
separate from the body . Al -
though no one has ever been
successful in explaining what
the soul is, nevertheless the
idea has been so entrenched i n
the minds of men that few
attempt to investigate the
matter .

We think the apostle, by em-
phasizing the word spirit, ha d
reference to the disposition an d
motivating influence in the
heart of the consecrated. In
much the same way we describ e
someone as having a lovin g
spirit or a Christlike spirit. The
apostle was not teaching that
man is a spirit being manifested
in the flesh .

Paul's mentioning of the soul
was not intended to convey the
thought that it was something
apart, yet within the human
breast . The word soul refers to
the vitalized life principle . Whe n
Adam was created, he became a
soul after God breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life .—
Gen. 2 : 7

Reference to the body furthe r
emphasizes the whole being .
The child of God who has given
his life in sacrifice desires to us e
all his strength and talents in
doing the will of God . It implies
the whole consecrated life of th e
Christian and all that he has and
is .

Another point of discussion in
the text relates to the "coming "
of our Lord Jesus Christ .
Students of the Bible are awar e
that the word coming has been
translated from the Greek word
parousia . A Greek dictionary o r
Strong's Concordance of th e
Bible notes that parousla is from

16

	

THE DAWN



the Greek verb which means "to
be present," and its mis-
translation has caused confusion
relating to the events during th e
closing years of the Gospel Age .
Prophecies in connection with
our Lord's second advent are
concurrent with his presence .

The selected scriptural read-
ing for this week's lesson
contains wise admonition fro m
the great apostle . He reminded
the brethren at Thessalonica t o
be more aware of the need t o
develop love in their characters :
"For ye yourselves are taught of
God to love one another . "
(I Thess . 4 :9) And again (vs . 10) :
"We beseech you, brethren ,
that ye increase more and
more ." Paul was stressing th e
need to develop the Christlik e
spirit which is manifested b y
love . His further counsel i n
verses 11 and 12 is equall y
important .

The remainder of the chapte r
(vss . 13-18) deals especially
with those who have been
faithful as footstep followers of
Christ and have fallen asleep in
death . Paul gives assurance of
the promised resurrection of th e
dead that has been mad e
possible through our Lord Jesus :
"For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in Jesu s
will God bring with him ."
(vs . 14) Those who will be with

him are the ones who, durin g
the present Gospel Age, have
been faithful in laying dow n
their lives and have participate d
with our Lord in his sacrificial
death . They will be resurrecte d
to newness of life on the divine
plane .

The apostle explains that the
resurrection of those who had
fallen asleep in Jesus coincides
with his return at the second
advent . Here again reference is
made to the "coming" of the
Lord. And, even as was pointed
out in connection with our
memory selection, the Greek
word from which coming has
been translated is in this
passage of scripture also
parousia—which mean s
"presence ." "For this we sa y
unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are aliv e
and remain unto the coming
[parousia—presence] of the Lord
shall not prevent [phthano-
precede] them which are
asleep."—vs. 15

This means that those who are
among the faithful sleeping
class will be raised from their
condition of death first—at th e
time of our Lord's second
presence . "Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caugh t
up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in th e
air : and so shall we ever be wit h
the Lord."—vs. 17
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LESSON FOR JULY 1 6

Steadfast Workers

MEMORY SELECTION : "Be not weary in well doing ." —
II Thessalonians 3 :1 3

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : II Thessalonians 3 :1-1 6
THE memory selection for this
week's lesson draws attention to
the need for greater stead-
fastness . Those who, during the
present age of sacrifice, have
made an unreserved conse-
cration to do the will of God are
admonished to press on in full
assurance of faith, not becoming
weary or fainthearted .

In the opening verse of the
selected scriptural reading, the
apostle requests prayer on hi s
behalf from the brethren at
Thessalonica, thus indicatin g
his desire to walk in harmony
with the will of God, faithfully
even unto the end of his course .
Also (vs . 2), he asks for prayer
that he be delivered from
unreasonable and wicked men ,
desiring always to be in com-
pany with those who love Go d
and righteousness . It is im-
portant for all who strive t o
serve God to do so in th e
company of brethren, not for-
saking the assembling togethe r
with those of like precious faith .

Paul reminds us that "the
Lord is faithful, who shall
stablish you, and keep you from
evil ." (vs . 3) If we stay close to
God and bring our consecrate d
lives into harmony with his will ,
he will do his part in showerin g
blessings of favor upon us . The n
(vs . 4) we may have confidence
in the strong hand of the Lord in
all our affairs if we are rightly
exercised by his will . "And the
Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God, and into the patien t
waiting for Christ ."—vs . 5

Paul next points out the nee d
to observe the manner of the
brethren—whether they are
walking disorderly or whether
they are attempting to follow the
righteous example set forth for
them by the apostles. "For
yourselves know how ye ough t
to follow us : for we behaved no t
ourselves disorderly among
you . "—vs . 7

Throughout the Apostle Paul' s
ministry he sought to set the
best possible example for those
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who responded to his message .
Also, having the trade of tent-
maker, he was always able to
care for his needs withou t
depending on others. In thi s
letter to the brethren at Thes-
salonica, he brings this matter
to their attention . He remind s
them : "Neither did we eat any
man's bread for nought ; but
wrought with labor and travail
night and day, that we might no t
be chargeable to any of you : no t
because we have not power, bu t
to make ourselves an ensampl e
unto you to follow us . For even
when we were with you, this w e
commanded you, that if any
would not work, neither should
he eat ." (vss . 8-10) Paul's whol e
life was an example of faithful-
ness and zeal for the Lord, and
he sought always to instill th e
principles of truth and righteous -
ness in the brethren .

Evidently there had bee n
some among the Thessalonian s
who had not been careful in thi s
respect and were not lookin g
after their own needs. In
connection with this matter th e
apostle says, "For we hear that
there are some which wal k
among you disorderly, working
not at all, but are busybodies . "
(vs . 11) This is unbecoming
behavior for anyone who desire s
to walk in the Christian way .
Paul's further admonition is ,
"Now them that are such we

command and exhort by our
Lord Jesus Christ, that with
quietness they work, and ea t
their own bread ." (vs . 12) What
wise counsel indeed for anyon e
who may think that others—
even though brethren in Chris t
—are responsible for their livin g
and well-being .

"But ye, brethren, be no t
weary in well doing ." (vs. 13 )
The Christian has made a
covenant to walk in fait h
throughout life . To obtain th e
prize of the high calling, we
must be faithful unto death . The
trials of the narrow way may b e
discouraging from time to time ,
but the admonition is to con-
tinue on to the very best of our
ability .

Paul spoke with the authority
entrusted unto him by the power
of God, and he was an inspire d
apostle to the Early Church .
And on this authority he com-
manded the brethren at Thes-
salonica that "if any man obe y
not our word by this epistle ,
note that man, and have n o
company with him, that he may
be ashamed [reproved, Rother-
ham] . Yet count him not as an
enemy, but admonish him as a
brother ." (vss . 14,15) Whenever
we see someone walking in th e
company of the unrighteous, the
spirit of love should be ou r
guide to assist him if we can . q
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LESSON FOR JULY 2 3

The Christian Challenge
to Values

MEMORY SELECTION: "For I know that the Lord is great ,
and that our Lord is above all gods ."—Psalm 135 : 5

Acts 19:23-28,35-39
sixth century B .C. At the
entrance to the harbor o f
Ephesus stood a tremendou s
statue of Diana, who served a s
the deity not only of the
Ephesians but also of the whole
of Asia Minor. This great ido l
was one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world and attracte d
the attention of people through -
out the entire area who regularl y
came to worship .

SELECTED SCRIPTURE :
THE diversified experiences of
the Apostle Paul indicate th e
degree of faith that he must
have exercised in the overruling
providences and care of God .
During the early years of his
ministry he had met with
persecution and trial nearl y
everywhere he went . In late r
years, however, he was com-
paratively free from opposition
and was allowed to preach th e
good news of the king relativel y
unmolested .

In our present lesson Paul i s
engaged in his third missionar y
journey . For over two years h e
had been diligently serving th e
brethren at Ephesus . This cit y
was the seat of the Roman
province of Asia, and its politica l
attitudes were based on the
"free city" atmosphere, in that
its democratic Greek constitu-
tion had been kept alive .
Ephesus had also been the seat
of the great temple to the
Ephesian Artemis (known a s
Diana to the Romans) since the

As a result of the extensive
trade that was drawn to Ephesus
because of the statue of Diana ,
certain compatible industries
also flourished . One of these
consisted in the reproduction of
the statue in the form o f
miniature silver shrines, which
the people eagerly bought . The
silversmiths prospered greatl y
from this .

However, the Apostle Paul' s
ministry was seen as a threat by
those who were engaged i n
making these shrines . The
representative of the silver -
smiths was Demetrius, who wa s
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aroused by Paul's preachin g
and was successful in con-
vincing his fellow workers of th e
apparent danger of the Gospe l
news . Through a cunning speech
he stirred up the hearts of the
silver workers against the
apostle .

Paul, having been in Ephesus
for over two years, was makin g
his plans to leave the city an d
had already sent word along to
the various churches which he
had established on previou s
visits . He had hoped to see th e
brethren in these ecclesias
again and encourage them in the
ways of the truth . Yet persecu-
tion was again permitted to aris e
against him and his preaching
activity . Demetrius fomented a
riot among the people agains t
the apostle .

The mob sought Paul at hi s
home but, finding him absent ,
arrested two of his companions ,
Gaius and Aristarchus, and sped
them away to a theatre which
was a place of public entertain-
ment . Although Paul would
gladly have entered the theatre
in defense of his two com-
panions, the elders at Ephesu s
advised him from taking any
action against the mob, be-
lieving that his presence would
accomplish nothing in such a
chaotic state of affairs .

God's overruling providence
was manifested on behalf of

Gaius and Aristarchus, how-
ever, as the town clerk readily
came to their assistance and
dispersed the crowd . The town
clerk was not afraid of Paul' s
preaching and had no particular
interest in his two companions .
He wanted only to do his duty b y
convincing those who were
gathered at the theatre that if
Demetrius had a matter against
the apostle he should take it
before the courts of law . He
pointed out that the action o f
such an unruly group was a
disgrace to the law .

The sudden outburst of hatre d
against the apostle had been
generated by selfishness . Those
who were directly responsible ,
Demetrius and the silversmiths ,
were fearful they might lose
some of their business in th e
fashioning of miniature silver
shrines of the goddess Diana .
Their love of money and th e
desire to perpetuate the fals e
religion of the Ephesians were
in contrast to the self-sacrificing
disposition of Paul, who was
merely attempting to proclaim
the message of the glorious
kingdom of truth and righteous-
ness to be established by Chris t
in due time . During the presen t
age only those who have the
proper heart attitude respond to
the invitation to follow the Lor d
Jesus in sacrifice .
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LESSON FOR JULY 30

Committed to Christian Growth

MEMORY SELECTION : "I commend you to God, and to the
Word of his grace ."—Acts 20 :3 2

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Acts 20:17-21,25-28,32-3 8
IN LAST week's lesson we noted
the sudden manner in which a
selfish and unruly mob gathered
to protest Paul's preaching
activity in the city of Ephesus .
Although he had been engage d
in the ministry in that city fo r
over two years and had already
made his plans to press on in his
journey to other ecclesias along
the way, he did, nevertheless ,
have to cut short his visit in
Ephesus .

Having fled Ephesus, Paul
proceeded to tour the variou s
churches he had established o n
one of his two previous journeys .
The context of our presen t
lesson places the time an d
location of the apostle's visit a t
the port city of Miletus after hi s
extended tour of those several
ecclesias . His further intention s
were to go on to Jerusalem, and ,
as he thought it wise to avoid
Ephesus at this time, he sent fo r
the elders to come to Miletus ,
about fifty miles distant .

It was a special occasion ,
because the apostle realized
that he would not see the
Ephesian brethren again durin g
his lifetime. He took the op-
portunity to remind them that
during the long time in which
he had served them they had
come to know him well . He
spoke of his devotion an d
service to the truth and th e
brethren. "And when they were
come to him, he said unto them ,
Ye know, from the first day that
I came into Asia, after what
manner I have been with you at
all seasons, serving the Lord
with all humility of mind, an d
with many tears, and tempta-
tions, which befell me by th e
lying in wait of the Jews : and
how I kept back nothing tha t
was profitable unto you, but
have showed you, and have
taught you publicly, and from
house to house, testifying bot h
to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God ,
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and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ . "—Acts 20 :18-2 1

The apostle's reference to hi s
faithful service, humility, an d
trials was not spoken in a spiri t
of boastfulness or conceit bu t
was given with the intention of
quickening the hearts and minds
of his brethren and to impres s
upon them the need for faithful-
ness in their own lives . He was
merely reminding them that h e
had tried to set a good exampl e
for them and that he had neve r
had the intention of lording it
over the members of the body of
Christ .

Those who heard the apostle' s
words could well testify to hi s
faithful service and to the fact
that he had served them pri-
vately and taught the people
publicly as circumstances and
opportunity had permitted .
Furthermore, they knew that h e
had spoken the truth to Jews
and Greeks alike and that he
had sought to teach them all of
the wonderful message of th e
Gospel of Christ .

But there were new and
unknown experiences in stor e
for the apostle, and in his
departing message he said :
"And now, behold, I go bound
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that shal l
befall me there : save that the
Holy Ghost [Holy Spirit] wit -

nesseth in every city, sayin g
that bonds and afflictions abide
me." (vss . 22, 23) Paul evidently
felt in his heart a special need to
go to Jerusalem, even though he
knew that he would meet wit h
adversity if he went there .

"But none of these things
move me, neither count I my life
dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy, and
the ministry, which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of
God." (vs. 24) Paul had dedi-
cated his life to the service of
the truth, and his main concer n
was that he complete his earthly
course . He was not afraid o f
death but welcomed it in view o f
the great hope that he ha d
before him .

It must have been a sad
occasion, with Paul knowin g
that he would never see these
brethren again during his life -
time . He had appreciated the
privileges of service that Go d
had given him, and he ha d
attempted to carry out the will o f
God throughout his ministry .
And no doubt there were tear s
shed by those who had gathere d
together at Miletus to hear th e
apostle tell them for the las t
time (vs. 25), "And now ,
behold, I know that ye all ,
among whom I have gon e
preaching the kingdom of God ,
shall see my face no more ." O
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Christian Life and Doctrine
THE PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE—PART XXI I
THE BOOK OF ESTHE R

Queen Esther, King Ahasuerus ,
Mordecai, and Haman

THE events related in the Book of Esther occurre d
subsequent to the decree of King Cyrus which gave th e
Hebrew captives in the Medo-Persian kingdom the privileg e
of returning to their own land of Palestine . Close to fift y
thousand took advantage of this provision of liberty, but othe r
thousands did not . These considered it to their advantage t o
remain in the country to which they had been exiled .

The background of the story, in which Esther is the chie f
personality, is outlined in the first chapter of the book . In thi s
chapter we are informed of the fabulous wealth of Kin g
Ahasuerus and of a sumptuous feast which he made for th e
leading families of the city and provinces . These were th e
power and glory of Media and Persia . Following was another
feast for seven days, for all the people of the palace .

In verses 10 and 11 we are told of the natural result of suc h
unrestrained feasting and drinking ; for on the final days ,
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when the kings and the nobles were partially intoxicated ,
they acted very foolishly . The king sent for the queen (Vashti )
to come before the nobles and exhibit her beauty . The quee n
refused to make a spectacle of herself in this manner befor e
the crowd . The king's wrath was inflamed, and together wit h
his lords, he decided that Vashti should be deposed an d
another chosen in her place . So the great feast ended in foll y
and trouble for the king's household .

Chapter two relates the method used by the king for a ne w
queen to be selected . According to Herodotus there wer e
seven Persian families of the first rank of nobles, and the kin g
usually chose his wives from among these . But this time, and
in the Lord's providence, Esther was chosen . Esther was a
cousin of Mordecai, "a Benjamite, who had been carried
away from Jerusalem with the capitivity which had bee n
carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, who m
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away . "
—vss . 5, 6

Esther's father and mother had died, and her cousi n
Mordecai "took her for his own daughter ." "The maid wa s
fair and beautiful," the record states . (vs. 7) Among all the
virgins who were brought before Ahasuerus to select a ne w
queen, Esther was the one chosen . "Then the king made a
great feast unto all his princes and his servants, eve n
Esther's feast ; and he made a release to the provinces, an d
gave gifts, according to the state of the king ."—vs . 1 8

Esther, acting on the advice of her cousin, had not revealed
to the king that she was related to Mordecai and wa s
therefore a Jewess . Soon, and doubtless also in the
providences of the Lord, Mordecai learned of a plot agains t
the king's life . He informed Esther about it, and she in tur n
reported it to the king in Mordecai's name. This placed
Mordecai in high standing with the king .—vss . 21-23

Haman
Chapter three unfolds another facet of this remarkabl e

story . It tells of one of the king's servants named Haman an d
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how the king promoted him "above all the princes that wer e
with him ." His exaltation was the preparation by Satan of a
plan to destroy the Jewish people . Ahasuerus commande d
that all his servants should bow down to Haman, "bu t
Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence."—vs. 2

"Then the king's servants, which were in the king's gate ,
said unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's
commandment?" (vs. 3) In replying to this question ,
Mordecai said that he was a Jew, probably explaining that i t
would be contrary to his religion to bow down to any man ,
especially a Gentile .

When this information was given to Haman, an insan e
madness seized him, and he planned not merely to punis h
Mordecai but to destroy all the remnants of the Jewish natio n
still in the land . Haman reported the circumstances to the kin g
in such a way as to make the Jews seem an utterly pernicious ,
worthless, and dangerous people. (vs. 8) The falsehoods tol d
to the king were much like those reported against the Jews b y
the people of Samaria in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. —
Ezra 4:11-16

Haman asked the king for a decree authorizing, at a tim e
appointed, the destruction of all the Jews in the land, offerin g
to pay into the king's treasury ten thousand talents of silver ,
probably from the booty expected to result from the
slaughter . (vs . 9) The king consented and "took his ring fro m
his hand, and gave it unto Haman" to be used in signing th e
many copies of the decree that would need to be dispatche d
throughout the various provinces of the realm . (vss . 10-15 )
The king's ring had attached to it the royal seal, which carrie d
the full authority of the empire behind it . Additionally, h e
granted Haman all the property of the Jewish familie s
executed . In the East, confiscation usually follows execution .
The lives of the whole Jewish people were given into hi s
hands .

At this point in the story it would seem as though Satan ha d
triumphed, that the Jews would certainly be destroyed . But
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God was watching over them . The strange chain o f
circumstances by which they were delivered from this plot i s
one of the most interesting and astonishing accounts i n
human history . Chapter four reveals that when Mordeca i
received word of Haman's plot against him and his people, h e
"rent his clothes, put on sackcloth with ashes," and went ou t
into the city streets with a great and bitter cry .—vs . 1

Mordecai even came before the king's gateway to th e
palace, although none could enter the palace clothed wit h
sackcloth . Indirectly, the mourning and wailing of Mordeca i
was reported to Esther . She demanded to know the reason fo r
this untoward behavior . The chamberlain Hatach, had to g o
out into the city streets to meet Mordecai, who laid the matte r
before him, showing him a copy of the decree . He asked
Hatach to show the decree to Esther and urge her to mak e
supplication to the king to release the Jews from such a
doom .—vss . 5-9

But here arose a difficulty which apparently made i t
impossible for Esther to present a petition to the king . The
law was that none could enter into the king's presence, in th e
inner court of the palace, without the king's invitation . The
penalty for disobeying this law was death . The onl y
exceptions were those to whom the king would hold out th e
golden sceptre to signify that the caller could come in t o
present his petition . Esther stated this rule to Mordecai ,
explaining that she had not been called by the king for thirt y
days, which apparently indicated to her that for the tim e
being she was not standing very high in his favor . The
situation seemed desperate .

When Esther's reply reached Mordecai, he realized th e
seriousness of the situation but felt sure from the prophecies
that God would not allow his people to be destroyed . So he
sent word to Esther that if she was not willing to risk her lif e
for her people, then deliverance would come to them fro m
some other source . He warned, though, that in such an even t
she could not hope to escape, for she also came under the
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decree of destruction . This message was very emphatic ,
referred to in the record as a "command . "

Nevertheless, Mordecai had words of great encouragemen t
for Esther . "Who knoweth," he said, "whether thou ar t
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" (vs . 14) The
Lord's people in all ages have been greatly strengthened i n
the performance of their privileges and duties by th e
realization that the providences of God were definitel y
operating in their lives . Doubtless Esther and her cousin ha d
both been watching for the meaning of her exaltation to be
queen . Indeed, Mordecai had engineered it, and obviousl y
for the very purpose of being in a position to make conditions
throughout the realm more favorable for his people .

Now he sensed how wonderfully the Lord had blessed hi s
efforts, and the suggestion to Esther that God wa s
responsible for the position she occupied gave her the neede d
courage and determination to risk her life for the salvation o f
her people . She sent word to her cousin to have all the Jews o f
the city fast for her, and this doubtless included prayers o n
her behalf . She added : "I also and my maidens will fas t
likewise ; and so will I go in unto the king, which is no t
according to the law : and if I perish, I perish ."—vss . 15,1 6

On the third day from the beginning of the fast the time had
come to act . Esther put on her royal apparel and stood in th e
inner court of the palace, opposite the entry of the thron e
room . The usual location of the throne in this room was suc h
that from the raised position of the dais the king could loo k
beyond the door into the court ; so he saw Esther standin g
there waiting for an indication from him that she wa s
welcome to enter his presence. What a tense moment it must
have been for this beautiful queen !

Not only was Esther's own life at stake, but the lives of he r
people as well, including Mordecai . Her faith in the watch -
care of Israel's God over his people was rewarded, for th e
king extended his golden sceptre, indicating that Esther
should come in to him to present any matter she might hav e
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on her mind . She touched the top of his sceptre as she bowe d
into his presence, which was an acknowledgment of th e
king's authority, and a gesture of her own obedience an d
submission to him . The king was more gracious to her tha n
she could have dared hope, for he offered to grant he r
anything she wished up to half of his kingdom .—ch . 5:1-3

It must have been strengthening to her faith to have the
king make so generous an offer ; for, after all, she had a very
large and serious request to present to him . The destiny o f
thousands of her people who had been ordered slaughtere d
was involved, so she proceeded cautiously . She did not a t
once reveal to the king the nature of her request but, instead ,
invited the king to a banquet which she had prepared . She
also requested that Haman be present at the banquet . She
felt that the king would understand that this was but i n
preparation for her real petition, and he did .

King Ahasuerus gave instructions for Haman to make hast e
to appear with him at the feast which Esther had prepared .
While partaking of the wine, the king pressed Esther to make
known her request, assuring her again that he was prepare d
to grant her anything up to half of his kingdom . But Esther
was still cautious and wise . Instead of divulging at once th e
favor she desired of the king, she asked that he and Hama n
join her the next day for another feast, promising that the n
she would make known her request .

Haman left the feast with a very exalted opinion of his ow n
importance . He thought that surely he must be on the road to
a very high position in the government since he was thu s
honored by the queen . "Pride goeth before destruction," the
Scriptures tell us . (Prov. 16:18) Instead of wondering wha t
could be the motive for such unusual honor being bestowed
upon him—for so it seemed—Haman gloated over hi s
experience, and especially in the fact that he had been invited
to appear with the king at another feast on the following day .

But Haman's joy was somewhat lessened by the fact that a s
he left the king's palace and passed by Mordecai in the king' s
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gate, this obstinate Jew—as Haman had concluded him t o
be—refused once more to recognize him . (vs . 9) But for the
moment Haman refrained from any outward act of violence .
When he reached home he sent for his friends and his wife ,
Zeresh, and told them of the wonderful thing which had
happened to him, rehearsing, as a reminder to them, th e
wonderful way he had previously been promoted by the king ,
gloating also over the fact of the further invitation for the nex t
day .

But with it all he was depressed and frustrated and said ,
All this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai th e

Jew sitting at the king's gate ." (vs. 13) Quickly Haman's
wife, who seemingly would stop at nothing in order that he r
husband might be happy, suggested that a gallows be erecte d
on which Mordecai could be hanged . And to this all his
friends consented, as the account shows . Do this, she said to
Haman, then "go thou in merrily with the king unto the
banquet ." In other words, why should a mere Jew stand i n
her husband's way of complete satisfaction and joy? (vs . 14 )
This solution to his frustration appealed to Haman, and he
gave orders to have the gallows erected .

Intervention
That night King Ahasuerus was unable to sleep . To pas s

the time away, and probably also with the thought of inducin g
sleep, he commanded that the book of records of the affairs o f
state be brought and read to him . In the reading he wa s
reminded of the time when Mordecai had reported a
treacherous plot against him and had thereby saved his life .
He inquired : "What honor and dignity hath been done t o
Mordecai for this? Then said the king's servants tha t
ministered unto him, There is nothing done for him ."—
ch . 6 :1-3

Whether as a matter of custom or as a token of genuin e
appreciation, the king decided that some great honor shoul d
be bestowed upon Mordecai ; and he inquired who was in the
court, as though to choose one who would properly carry ou t
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his instructions in this matter . Perhaps the king had even
heard the approach of footsteps and knew that some hig h
dignitary in his government must be in the court .

Ironically, it was Haman, seeking an audience with the kin g
to get permission to hang Mordecai . But before Haman could
voice his request, the king asked him what, in his opinion ,
should "be done unto the man whom the king delighteth t o
honor?" (vs . 6) Haman concluded that surely the king mus t
be referring to him, so he outlined a procedure which h e
thought befitting to a personage so wonderful as to be th e
only guest to share two feasts prepared for the king by th e
beautiful queen, Esther . He said to the king :

"Let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth t o
wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crow n
royal which is set upon his head : and let this apparel an d
horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most nobl e
princes, that they may array the man withal whom the kin g
delighteth to honor, and bring him on horseback through th e
street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be
done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor ."—
vss . 8, 9

Even while speaking these words, Haman was doubtles s
gloating over seeing himself thus being honored by the king ,
concluding also that one standing so high in the king's favo r
would have no difficulty in obtaining consent for the murde r
of Mordecai . But his selfish and murderous delight wa s
shortlived ; for hardly had he finished outlining the procedure
when the king ordered him, as one "of the king's most nobl e
princes," whom he had recommended to carry out th e
ceremony, naming Mordecai, the Jew, as the man whom h e
was thus delighted to honor .—vs. 1 0

Haman obeyed the instructions of the king (vs . 11) ,
humiliating though it was to do so . Then he hastened hom e
"mourning, and having his head covered ." (vs . 12) He
related to his wife and friends what had happened to him, bu t

(Continued on page 39 )
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(Continued from page 31 )

this time they had no comforting words to offer o r
suggestions to make as to how he might counter the king' s
action and get rid of Mordecai . Instead, they said to him, and
very truthfully : "If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews ,
before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevai l
against him, but shalt surely fall before him ."—vs. 1 3

How right they were! Doubtless the background of thi s
prediction was their knowledge of the manner in which Go d
had protected his people throughout their captivity i n
Babylon and in connection with the return of many of them t o
Jerusalem. They probably knew of the experiences of th e
three Hebrews in the fiery furnace and of the way Daniel ha d
been delivered from the mouths of the lions . From what they
knew of the past they realized that the Jews had a power t o
protect them with which it was not wise to trifle .

Evidently Haman's wife and friends had overlooked thi s
when they suggested that Mordecai be hanged . Or they
might have reasoned that the Jews who did not return t o
Jerusalem when given the opportunity were no longer subjec t
to the care of their God . But when they realized the ver y
strange turn of events which compelled Haman to be th e
instrument in honoring Mordecai instead of hanging him ,
they sensed what was happening and advised Haman
accordingly .

Swift Retribution
Even while Haman's wife and friends were warning hi m

against making further attempts against Mordecai, the king' s
chamberlains came and hurried him away to attend "th e
banquet that Esther had prepared ." (vs. 14) At this secon d
banquet the king again asked Esther to present he r
petition. "Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I
have found favor in thy sight, 0 king, and if it please the king ,
let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at m y
request : for we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, t o
be slain, and to perish ."—ch . 7:1-4
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The king had not expected a request of this sort . First of all ,
he had not known that his queen was a Jewess, and perhap s
for the moment did not associate her petition with Haman' s
decree that all the Jews in the realm be slaughtered . But he
loved the queen, and regardless of who was involved, h e
demanded further information . Then it was that Esthe r
pointed out Haman as being the man responsible for th e
plight of her people . She said, "The adversary and enemy i s
this wicked Haman ."—vss. 5, 6

"Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen, "
and well he might be . (vs . 6) The king, too angry to reach at
once a conclusion as to what should be done, left the roo m
and went out into the palace garden to consider the matter .
Two surprises had been presented to him by his queen, an d
all in a very few words . He learned that Esther was a Jewes s
and that his trusted Haman was a wicked plotter . No wonde r
he needed a little time to think things over .—vs . 7

Meanwhile Haman used these moments of escape from th e
king's wrath to petition Esther for his life . In his anxiety h e
even threw himself across the couch on which she wa s
reclining, and there the king found him when he returne d
from the palace garden . Attributing an evil motive to this, th e
king said, "Will he force the queen also before me in th e
house?" At the king's bidding his servants quickly rushed i n
and covered Haman's face ; and at the king's command he
was hanged on the gallows which he had prepared for
Mordecai . —vss. 8-1 0

Now at the time there was no doubt in the mind of any Je w
who knew the circumstances, that Esther had "come to th e
kingdom for such a time as this ." Nor did the king love he r
any less when learning that Esther was a Jewess . She now
explained to the king her relationship to Mordecai, and h e
was exalted to take the place of Haman in the government ,
while Esther was given Haman's house, which she turne d
over to Mordecai .—ch . 8:1, 2
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But the threat against the Jews of the realm had not bee n
fully set aside . The law of the Medes and Persians was "that
no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may b e
changed." (Dan . 6 :15) King Ahasuerus had issued the decre e
calling for the slaughter of the Jews, and it could not b e
changed. The best that he could do under the circumstance s
was to authorize his new prime minister, Mordecai, to issu e
in his name any sort of counter decree that might seem bes t
to deal with the situation .

Acting upon this, Mordecai dictated a decree to the king' s
scribes, authorizing the Jews to make suitable preparation s
and, when the day of slaughter mentioned in the former
decree arrived, to defend themselves . With two decrees i n
force, the result naturally was that only those who reall y
hated the Jews would act on the former, while all others i n
the realm would either remain neutral or else assist the Jews .

The day for the attack had been set far enough in advanc e
to permit a knowledge of the decree to reach every provinc e
in the realm, and while the counter decree was issued som e
two months later, there was still sufficient time for it also t o
be dispatched to every corner of the empire . When the fata l
time arrived, there was a mild sort of civil war, in which th e
enemies of the Jews suffered most . But it was soon over, an d
the vast majority of Esther's people were saved . —
chapters 8 and 9

The Jews still commemorate this great victory over thei r
enemies by the "Feast of Purim," from the word "pur"
meaning lots—from the fact that lots were cast by Haman an d
his friends to set the date for their planned slaughter of th e
Jews. Since it was turned into a day of deliverance, the Jew s
properly continue to commemorate the event with feastin g
and rejoicing .

Happy is that people, whose God is the Lord .—Psalm 144 :1 5
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Christian Life and Doctrine

"This Thing Is From Me . "

THESE are the words of the Lord to King Rehoboam, an d
they express a viewpoint pertaining to God's dealings with
his people which we should endeavor always to keep in mind .
Rehoboam was a new king in Israel, having succeeded hi s
father, Solomon, to the throne . Representatives of ten of th e
tribes interviewed the new king and demanded that burden s
imposed upon them by Solomon now be lifted ; but after due
consideration Rehoboam decided not to yield to thei r
demands . Then the ten tribes rebelled and asked Jeroboa m
to reign over them .

Acting hastily, Rehoboam assembled an army of 180,000
soldiers, with which he was determined to put down the
rebellion and by force of arms compel the revolting tribes t o
be subject to his rulership. But the Lord intervened to
prevent the carrying out of this plan, sending instructions t o
the king to this effect with the explanation, "This thing i s
from Me."—1 Kings 12 :24

Probably Rehoboam never understood just why the Lor d
had permitted this breach in the solidarity of the nation ; nor
is it essential that we understand it now in order to derive th e
important implications of this message which the Lord sent t o
this ruler over his typical people . What had happene d
seemed all wrong to Rehoboam and so much out of keepin g
with his judgment of the Lord's will that he was confident h e
would be divinely blessed in his plan forcibly to reunite th e
nation . But he was wrong—"This thing is from me, " said the
Lord .
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Statements such as this, made by the Lord to his people ,
should bring home to us with blessed reality the fact that
everything which concerns us is of even greater concern t o
the Lord—that he is just as interested in our personal welfar e
as we, and eminently more qualified to know what is best for
us . This, too, is the reassuring lesson which Jesus gives us ,
saying : "Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and no t
one of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hair s
of your head are all numbered . Fear not therefore : ye are of
more value than many sparrows ."—Luke 12 :6, 7

The Apostle Paul expresses the same reassuring though t
when he tells us that all things work together for good to
those who love the Lord and who are called in keeping wit h
the divine purpose . (Rom. 8:28) The apostle knew this
because of the many promises of God indicating his love an d
care for his people. He knew it also because, by the eye o f
faith, he was able to discern that even his greatest trials had
often resulted in the richest of blessings from the
Lord—blessings which could never have been enjoyed had i t
not been for the trying circumstances which conveyed the m
to him.

Our faith in God and in his overruling providences in ou r
lives as Christians should enable us all to realize that nothin g
can come to us except by divine permission, and that man y
times our most painful experiences are actually by hi s
appointment . If we can but have confidence that this is so ,
our every joy will be a deeper joy, and our burdens an d
sorrows will be borne with greater fortitude ; for we will know
that our all-wise Heavenly Father sees exactly what we need
for our training in order that we may be made meet for th e
inheritance of the saints in light .

With reference to the Lord's feelings toward his typica l
people, Israel, the prophet declared, "For he that touchet h
you toucheth the apple of His eye" ; and surely our Heavenl y
Father is equally concerned over spiritual Israel an d
therefore enters into and shares our every experience ,
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whether of joy or of sorrow . (Zech . 2 :8) Of his ancient peopl e
the Lord also said, "Thou wast precious in my sight . "
(Isa . 43 :4) Can we doubt that the same is true of us? Is not th e
Lord, through his Word, whispering these same reassurance s
of his love to us, and should not this enhance the value of ou r
every experience, as daily we seek to carry out our covenant
with him by sacrifice?

Do we have temptations? Well, the Lord knows about them .
He does not lead us into temptations, for God tempteth n o
man . (James 1 :13) Nevertheless, he knows about ou r
temptations and permits them; and we have the assuranc e
that when they become too great he will provide a way o f
escape—perhaps not our way, but a way which will be muc h
better suited to our eternal welfare than any of our ow n
choosing could possibly be . (I Cor . 10 :13) So, at such times ,
the Lord might very well be saying to us :

"I want you to know that, when the enemy comes i n
like a flood, this thing is from Me and that I have per -
mitted it in order that you might realize more full y
your own weaknesses and learn to depend more con -
fidently upon My grace to help in your every time o f
need . (Neb . 4 :16) I want you to learn that your safet y
as a new creature in Christ depends upon you r
looking to Me for strength; for while I want you to do
the best you can to fight off all the enemies whic h
assail you as a new creature, I want you to realize als o
that the battle is not won by those who think they ar e
strong apart from Me but by those who look to Me t o
do their fighting for them . "

To have faith that God's hand is in all our affairs, it i s
essential to keep in mind that he is training us for the grea t
work of the future and for that high position of joint-heirshi p
with his Son, King Jesus . One of the necessary lessons t o
learn in order to be qualified for this exalted office is that o f
humility, and it may be that the Lord will use very common -
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place experiences to teach us humility . To those of us wh o
need such an experience, the Lord may be saying :

"Are your surroundings in life such as are
humiliating to bear? Has your lot been cast wit h
people who do not appreciate you or understand you ,
people who never consider your preferences or you r
tastes, and who are always putting you in the back-
ground and themselves in front? Do not blame you r
associations ; this thing is from Me . I am with you in al l
your humiliations, helping you to bear them and, fro m
them,to learn the needed lessons . I am training you to
be a ruler, to exercise tremendous responsibility ; bu t
I want you to do it for My glory, not for your own . So ,
first of all, it will be necessary for you to come to the
place where you will be glad to say from the heart ,
'0! to be nothing, nothing .' So remember, dear child
of Mine, you are not in your present environment b y
accident ; it is from Me, for I knew that only under
such circumstances can you be properly trained fo r
kingdom glory . "

Again, to some of us the Lord may be saying :
"Are you in financial difficulties? Are you finding i t

more and more difficult to 'make both ends meet' ?
This thing, too, is from Me, for I want you to put you r
trust more fully in Me and to realize that I know
exactly what is best for you . I realize that it may be
embarrassing at times not to have all the money yo u
think you need . You would like to make a bette r
showing among your friends, perhaps even among
the brethren ; but has it ever occurred to you that
under My training and direction, and if you keep
close to Me, you may get into the kingdom befor e
some who are able to make a better showing in the
flesh? Of course, I don't want you to feel superior t o
others just because you are poor ; for then you woul d
not be learning the lesson I am endeavoring to teac h
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you, which is that of trust in Me and in My ability t o
provide all your needs, and a joyful acquiescence i n
your lot in life which I am permitting ; for this thing i s
from Me . "

Are we passing through a nighttime of sorrow, due to th e
loss of some beloved one, or to circumstances which seemingl y
no one can understand? Again we hear the Lord saying :

"This thing is from Me. I have permitted earthly
comforters to fail you in order that you might learn to
look to Me for consolation . Perhaps you have no t
realized—but I have—that as long as you had all you r
dear ones with you and your trusted friends were
always able to console you in your trials, you didn' t
think of Me very often . But at one time you made a
covenant with Me, and I accepted you into My family .
You have been very dear to Me . I have wanted to do
more for you, to bless you more richly ; but you were
getting along so well, your life was so filled with you r
friends, and you were so satisfied with your successe s
that I was largely shut out of your thoughts and ways .
You didn't realize your need of Me. I do not rejoice i n
your trials ; but I know, and you will learn, that i n
turning to Me you will find comfort and solace beyon d
anything your earthly friends could possibly furnish . I
want you to know that I am your everlasting portion ,
and I want you to draw nigh to Me in order that I
might draw nigh unto you."—James 4 :8

Has someone circulated falsehoods about us, belittling ou r
abilities, perhaps, or even misrepresenting our characters ?
The Lord permits these experiences also, for they are amon g
the all things which, by his overruling, are working together
for our good . From this standpoint, therefore, he might ver y
well be saying :

"Leave those who misrepresent you to Me . I wil l
deal with them according to their responsibility in th e
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matter . There is a lesson in this experience, a lesson
which I want you to learn . It is another way in which
you can learn the much needed lesson of humility —
Christlike humility . In this experience 'Consider Hi m
that endured such contradiction of sinners agains t
Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds . '
(Neb. 12 :3) When Jesus was contradicted, yes, eve n
when he was reviled while hanging on the cross, he
reviled not again, committing himself rather into My
care and keeping ; and this is what I want you to do . "

Even though we have covenanted to do the Heavenl y
Father's will, we sometimes go along from day to day makin g
our own plans, and neglecting to take into consideratio n
whether or not our plans are in harmony with his will . Of
course we want him to bless the plans we make, and if h e
does not, then we wonder why . Again let us hear the voice o f
the Lord, for he may be saying to us :

"Have your plans been all upset? This thing is fro m
Me. It was well that you asked Me to bless you r
plans, but in your consecration to Me you expressed
your determination to do My will, to follow the plan s
that I would make for you . I have been ready at al l
times to direct your steps, but often you have no t
given Me an opportunity to do so, and now that your
own arrangements are not working out so well, I wan t
you to know the reason and to try to do the bette r
way ; that is, to consult Me with respect to every detai l
of your life . I can assure you that when you do this ,
My blessing will make you rich—rich in peace and
joy, and in the realization that I am ever by your sid e
and that I will withhold no good thing from you as
long as you walk uprightly ."—Ps . 84 :1 1

All of the Lord's people are, at one time or another ,
burdened with responsibility and loaded down with care . We
are prone to worry about the outcome of this experience o r
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the result of that effort . Under this burden of care, we are ap t
to wonder why we do not have the joy and peace in the Lor d
that once enriched our lives . And then, despite all our care
and worry, something goes wrong, and we are crushed i n
spirit . In our distress we turn to the Lord and through hi s
Word hear him say :

"This thing is from Me. I have been telling yo u
right along that you should cast all your care upo n
Me, for I am abundantly able to take th e
responsibility for the successful outcome of ever y
service I ask you to render for Me. (I Pet . 5:7) Not
only do I want you to ascertain My will with respect t o
all the affairs of your consecrated life but, doing this ,
also to let Me be responsible for the outcome . Then
you will have peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, for yo u
will know that on account of My almighty power an d
infinite wisdom there will be no situation too difficul t
for Me to handle . Even so, the outcome of your ever y
experience and the result of your every effort to serv e
Me may not be as you would desire ; but you can b e
confident that, under the overruling of My provi-
dence, all things will work together for your good an d
for My glory . "

Every truly consecrated child of God is alert to serve hi m
and his people in any and every way possible . Those who d o
not desire to be active in his service may very well doubt th e
genuineness of their consecration . However, for many the
opportunities of service often seem quite limited . We long t o
do more for the Lord than we are doing or have th e
opportunity to do. It may be through lack of physica l
strength ; or it may be due to obligations toward those fo r
whom the Lord expects us to care ; it may be financia l
inability, or other handicaps . Do we, then, wonder why it i s
that, although our hearts long to do much in the Lord' s
service, we are deprived of the opportunity? In thi s
experience also, the Lord may very well be saying to us :
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"This thing is from Me. I know of your desire to do
some great work for Me, and yet I have permitted yo u
to be laid aside on a bed of weakness and pain, fo r
there is a lesson in this which is most essential for yo u
to learn . Deep down in your heart, why are you so
anxious to be busy in My service? Is your motive en-
tirely that of love for Me, for the brethren, and for al l
who may be blessed at your hands through the
ministry of the truth? It is well that you examine your -
self very carefullyalong this line . And there is no bette r
time to do this than while you are laid aside from activ e
service . If there is the slightest trace in your heart of a
motive that is not unselfish and pure, prosperity i n
My service would be very injurious to you ; and I love
you too much to permit you to be injured .

"And then, in order for Me to bless you in M y
service, it is essential that you lean upon Me fo r
strength and look to Me for guidance. This experienc e
of waiting which you are now having will help you to
realize your own weakness and your great need of
Me. My strength will be made perfect in your weak-
ness, but only if you realize your weakness . (II Cor .
12:9) When you come to the point where you trembl e
when you think of self and realize how very little you
can do for Me in your own strength, then I will be abl e
to use you for doing great things for Me—if not thi s
side of the veil, then surely when I have exalted yo u
to glory to live and reign with My beloved Son .

"And if, in My providence, it takes all your tim e
and strength and means to meet your responsibilitie s
toward those depending upon you, this thing is fro m
Me, too . If you discharge your responsibilities as unt o
Me, I will accept your service as though it were don e
directly in My vineyard . I know that in your heart yo u
want to render direct service to Me, and that i s
proper. I delight in that attitude and will be very nea r
to you and bless you . But keep alert ; it may be that
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the time will come when I will open the way for you t o
serve Me in more direct ways . Watch and pray lest
you settle down into a life of worldly indifferenc e
simply because at present you are deprived of th e
privilege of working directly for Me .

"If, in your case, it is a matter of wishing that yo u
had large sums of money you could devote to M y
service, well, I appreciate that ; but what are you
doing with that little bit you do have? I have bee n
saying over and over again to My people that thos e
who are faithful in that which is least will be faithfu l
also in that which is much . (Luke 16:10) After all ,
dear child of Mine, My most important consideratio n
for you is that you prove faithful ; and you can do that
with a few pennies just as well as though yo u
possessed a large fortune which could be devoted t o
My service . You doubtless have read what M y
beloved Son said about the widow who cast her onl y
two mites into the treasury of the temple . Well, the
fact that you have only mites to use in My service i s
My providence for you . This thing is from Mel I am
watching to see if you will be like that widow ." —
Mark 12 :42-44 ; Luke 21 :1-4

The Lord's providences over his people are trul y
marvelous. Frequently those who have had little or n o
opportunity for service, suddenly find that glorious privilege s
in the harvest open up before them . Those who have had
small opportunities may be granted larger ones . Those
incapacitated by illness may recover . Family responsibilities
may lessen . Some who possess little of this world's goods
may acquire more which they can use for the Lord . Thes e
changes of circumstances should also be accepted as comin g
from the Lord; so again we hear him saying to us :

"This thing is from Me . You have profited as a new
creature by your past position in life, and now I have
answered your prayers for greater opportunities o f
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service . But it is well to remember that you will need
My help now more than ever before; for, in the use o f
these larger privileges of service, there may be a ten -
dency for you to develop a feeling of self-sufficiency .

"When you were weak and ill, you felt your need o f
Me; but now that you are strong and well, you need
Me more than ever ; so do not now neglect t o
acknowledge Me in all your ways, and look to Me t o
direct your path and give you strength to walk in it .
The service which you rendered to those dependen t
upon you was important, but now that you are servin g
Me directly you will need My guidance and blessin g
even more than before, for the simple reason that yo u
will be handling the holy things of My Word and plan .
And if you may' now have more money to spend fo r
Me, take heed lest you come to feel that your money
should buy you special privileges of honor an d
authority among My people . Watch also lest you rest
in the thought that your money is all I want . Above
everything else, from you—as from all My children —
I want the affection of your heart . I want you to keep
close to Me and to be very attentive to all of My
instructions . I want you to tremble at My Word, not i n
fear of what I might do to you, but because you ar e
anxious lest a promise being left you of entering int o
a full rest of faith in the doing of My will, you shoul d
even seem to come short of it .—Heb. 4 : 1

"So, dear consecrated child of Mine, since you hav e
agreed to acknowledge Me in all your ways
(Prov . 3 :6), just remember that I am directing you i n
all things and that there isn't a single experience that
comes into your life of which I am not aware but have
either permitted it or ordered it because I knew that i t
would be for your good as a child and heir of Min e
and a joint-heir with My beloved Son, Jesus .
(Rom . 8:16,17) Never doubt My interest in you, no r
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My ability to care for you . As each new blessin g
comes to you, as trials weigh down upon you, kee p
your ears attuned for My reassuring message . This
thing is from Me. Yes, from Me, the God of you r
salvation, the God of mercy and abundant grace, who
daily lifts up His countenance upon thee to give the e
peace.—Num . 6:24-26

"I am your Father, too, your Heavenly Father, an d
everything that concerns you, My child, concerns Me .
My love is yours for your comfort and joy . My infinit e
wisdom is yours to direct all your steps . My almighty
power is pledged to your support, to help you over al l
the rough places in your heavenly journey, to defen d
you against all your foes, and to strengthen you in al l
your weaknesses . And just remember, dear child of
Mine, that I will withhold no good thing from you ,
and that I always give My very best to those wh o
leave the choice with Me . (Ps. 84:11) Blessed are al l
they who put their trust in Me."—Ps. 2:12 ; 34 : 8

Reassuring indeed are the Lord's words, as he talks to us ou t
of the Scriptures . Perhaps one of the important lessons we
should learn from his messages is that when we fellowship wit h
him, it is best that we have little to say ourselves . If it is im-
portant that all the world keep silent before him (Zech . 2 :13) ,
it is even more so for us, his children . Our Heavenly Father is ,
however, pleased for us to express our devotion to, and love
for, him, to reiterate our longing desire to please him and t o
keep near to him . How appropriate that we should say : '

"Sun of my soul, my Father dear ,
I know no night when thou art near .
0! may no earth-born cloud arise
To hide thee from thy servant's eye .

"Shield of my soul, tho' tempests rag e
And 'gainst me hosts of foes engage ,
My refuge and my fortress thou ,
Before thee ev'ry foe must bow ."

	

q
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Talking Things Ove r

The General Convention

Albion, Michigan, July 29-August 3, 197 8

GENERAL Convention time is drawing near; many brethre n
are looking forward eagerly to meeting together again i n
convention, enjoying the fellowship of those brethren they
have not seen since last year at convention, making ne w
acquaintances, and receiving the blessings the Lord has i n
store through the discourses, special features, and the
periods set aside for testimonies .

We would suggest that those not traveling by automobil e
check the note concerning transportation on the registratio n
form (page 62) .

The Convention Progra m
The convention committee has furnished us with an outlin e

of the program, which we are glad to present, beginning o n
the next page . Come with a prayer for a rich blessing . A
report of the convention will appear in the October issue o f
The Dawn .

To the young adults planning to attend the Genera l
Convention :

Hopefully you have already sent for your notebook for th e
General Convention . If not, send your request to : Ginger
Bruce, 1236 N .E . Tillamook, #C, Portland, OR 97212. Be sure
to include your name, age, and address . We will be covering
many interesting topics : the two salvations, a pane l
discussing experiences of consecration, careers of Christians ,
and informal evening sessions .

See you there !
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SATURDAY, July 29, 1978
Chairman : Brother Al Lankford

Sacramento, C A

9:30 Morning Devotions

9 :45 Welcome by College

10 :00 Welcome Addres s

10 :30 Intermission

11 :00 Discours e

11 :30 Discourse

12 :00 Close of Morning Sessio n

2:00 Testimony Meetin g

2:45 Discours e

3:15 Intermissio n

3:45 Discours e

4 :30 Discours e

5 :00 Close of Afternoon Sessio n

7 :00 Discourse: "Sin's Penalty "

7 :45 Vesper Service

8:15 Songs in the Night

Mr . Morley Fraser
Director o f

Continuing Education

Brother Frank Nemes h
Detroit, M I

Brother Arthur Krumpolt
The Daw n

Brother Carl Boughton
Duquesne, P A

Brother James Tat e
The Daw n

Brother George Passio s
New York, N Y

Brother Wade Austi n
Los Angeles, C A

Brother Charles Newha m
Minneapolis, M N

Brother Burton Brow n
Los Angeles, C A

Brother Frank Niemcza k
Detroit, MI



SUNDAY, July 30, 1978
Chairman: Brother David Bruce

Seattle, W A

9:00 Morning Devotion s

9:15 Discours e

9:45 Discours e

10:30 Intermission

11 :00 Foreign Report and
Convention Theme Discourse

12 :00 Close of Morning Sessio n

2 :00 Discourse

	

Brother Robert E . Robinson
Englan d

2 :45 Intermission

3:15 Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Charles Zubowsky
La Salle, i L

4 :00 Discourse: "The Elect

	

Brother Stephen Roskiewic z
and the High Calling"

	

Grand Rapids, M I

4 :45 Close of Afternoon Sessio n

7 :30 Praise Service

8:00 Public Meeting

	

"Archeology Proves the Bible "
Illustrated Lecture

	

Brother Raymond Krup a
Los Angeles, CA

Brother Lloyd Hagensic k
St . Petersburg, F L

Brother Leo Pos t
New York, N Y

Brother K . M . Nai l
The Dawn



MONDAY, July 31, 197 8
Chairman : Brother Robert Goreck i

Detroit, M I

9:00 Morning Devotions

9:15 Discourse: "Sanctification" Brother Emile Herrsche r
Phoenix, A Z

10:00 Intermissio n

10:30 Testimony Meeting

	

Brother William Har p
Cincinnati, O H

11 :15 Discourse

	

Brother Felix Wassman n
New York, NY

12 :00 Close of Morning Session

Brother Kenneth Fernet s
Vernon, B .C ., Canad a

Brother Joseph Panucc i
Groton, C T

3:00 Intermissio n

3:30 Panel Discussion : "Resurrection "

Moderator : Brother Edward Fay
San Francisco, C A

Panel : Brothers Stanley Jeuck ,
E. K . Penrose, Raymond Rawson

5:00 Close of Afternoon Sessio n

2 :00 Discours e

2:30 Discours e

7 :00 Discours e

7 :45 Vesper Servic e

8 :15 Songs in the Night

Brother S . R . Gilber t
Indi a

Brother Charles Marti g
Pittsburgh, PA



TUESDAY, August 1, 1978
Chairman : Brother Walter Blicharz

Detroit, M I

9:00 Morning Devotions

9:15 Discourse

	

Brother Michael Nekora
Los Angeles, C A

10:00 Intermissio n

10:30 Discourse

	

Brother Timothy Krupa
Portland, O R

11 :15 Discourse : "The Harvest

	

Brother Irving Foss
Message"

	

Los Angeles, C A

12 :00 Close of Morning Sessio n

Afternoon Sessio n
Held in the Church

2 :00 Baptismal Discourse

	

Brother E . K . Penrose
Dawn Pilgri m

3 :00 Immersion Service

3:30 Right Hand of Fellowshi p

4:15 Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Frank Rushton
Vancouver, B .C ., Canad a

4:45 Close of Afternoon Sessio n

7 :00 Elders Meeting



WEDNESDAY, August 2, 1978
Chairman : Brother Edmund Blicharz

Detroit, M I

9 :00 Morning Devotion s

9 :15 Discourse

	

Brother Gilbert Rice
San Diego, C A

10 :00 Intermission

10 :30 Convention Business Meeting

11 :45 Greeting s

12 :00 Close of Morning Sessio n

2:00 Testimony Meeting

2:45 Discours e

3:15 Intermissio n

3:45 Symposium : "To See Thy Power and Thy Glory . . . .
Thy Lovingkindness "

1. "Thy Power"

	

Brother John Baraco s
Pittsburgh, PA

2. "Thy Glory"

	

Brother Alonzo Jarmo n
Cleveland, OH

3. "Thy Lovingkindness"

	

Brother Henrik Rup p
Rochester, N Y

5:00 Close of Afternoon Sessio n

7 :00 Discourse: "Our Day in

	

Brother Edward Fa y
Prophecy "

	

San Francisco, C A

7 :45 Vesper Service

	

Brother Stephen Jeuc k
Orlando, F L

8 :15 Songs in the Night

Brother Tom Franz
Baltimore, M D

Brother Richard Surac i
New Haven, CT



THURSDAY, August 3, 197 8
Chairman : Brother Roy Carpentier

The Daw n

9:00 Morning Devotion s

9:15 Testimony Meeting

10 :00 Discourse: "Hope o f
Deliverance"

10:45 Intermission

11 :15 Discourse

12:00 Close of Morning Sessio n

2:00 Symposium : Convention Theme Tex t

Brother Jim Parkinso n
Covina, CA

Brother Russell Jur d
Los Angeles, C A

Brother Stephen Surac i
New Haven, C T

1. "Praise wit h
Joyful Lips"

2. "Meditation in th e
Night Watches "

3. "Help in the Shadow
of His Wings "

3:15 Intermission

3:45 Discours e

4:30 Discours e

5:00 Close of Afternoon Session

Brother Brian Kuehmiche l
Marshfield, W I

Brother Andrew Norwood
St . Johns . Nfld ., Canad a

Brother Glenn Bake r
St . Louis, M O

Brother Mike Balk o
West Newton, P A

Brother William Vrooman
Orlando, F L

7:00 Melodies of Praise

7:30 Discours e

8:15 Love Feast

Brother Frank Nemes h
Detroit, M I

Brother Charles Chupa
Detroit, MI



"Stand Up for Jesus" has been selected as the convention them e
hymn for this year . An alternate arrangement of words (given
below) and music has been provided and will be printed on the back
cover of the convention program .

STAND UP FOR JESU S

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross ;
Lift high His royal banner, It must not suffer loss :
From vict'ry unto vict'ry, His army shall He lead ,
Till ev'ry foe is vanquished And Christ is Lord indeed .

Stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross ;
Lift high His royal banner, It must not, it must not suffer loss .

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The trumpet call obey ;
Forth to the mighty conflict, In this His glorious day :
"Ye that are men now serve Him" Against unnumbered foes ;
Let courage rise with danger, And strength to strength oppose .

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Stand in His strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own :
Put on the Gospel armor, Each piece put on with prayer ;
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there .

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The strife will not be long ;
This day the noise of battle, The next, the victor's song :
To him that overcometh, A crown of life shall be :
He with the King of glory Shall reign eternally .

Brother John Hull Goes Hom e

OUR Brother John Hull passed beyond the veil on May 22nd .
He was born November 20, 1909, in Bellingham, Washington .
We rejoice with him in his entry into the heavenly realm . H e
will be missed so much by his brethren, and especially do w e
remember in prayer his devoted wife, Esther .

He was taught the truth from childhood by his consecrated
mother . He consecrated his life to the service of his Lord i n
1936 and was an elder in Los Angeles for some thirty years .
He was also a Dawn trustee . One by one our brethren ar e
going home. May God's kingdom soon come is our prayer .
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RESERVATION FORM

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTIO N
Albion College

Albion, Michigan
July 29-August 3, 1978

Put an X in each squar e
for which you will require accommodations :

Dinner will be served Friday, July 28, 1978, between 6 :30 an d
8 :00 P .M ., for $3 .25 (cash), and breakfast on Friday, Augus t
4, 1978, between 7 :30 and 8:30 A.M ., for $1 .50 (cash) .

Children 5 years and under are free for lodging and meals .

Name :

Address :

City, State, and Zip code :

Names of all other persons included in this reservation :
(Give age if 6 through 17 years of age . )

Total number of persons for which reservations are bein g
made

SEE OTHER SIDE FOR RATES AND OTHER INFORMATIO N

JULY
28

JULY
29

JULY
31

JULY
30

AUG .
1

AUG .
2

AUG .
3
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It is important to register and, if possible, to pay in advance in order
to more accurately estimate food requirements . Your cooperation in
this matter will also greatly facilitate the checking-in process .
Please make payment before July 1, 1978 .

	

Checks should be made to :

	

ALBION COLLEG E

	

and mailed to :

	

Mr . Morley Fraser
Albion College
Albion, Mich . 49224

The weekly rate for food and room is $80 .00 per person, two to a
room, which includes registration . (Food, 6 days, $40 .50 ; room,
Friday-Thursday, $38 .50 ; registration, $1.00)
The daily rate for meals is $6 .75 and room $5.50 per person .

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR CHILDRE N
The convention will pay half (50%) of the above listed rate fo r
children 6 through 17 years of age .
On making reservations, pay full rate to the college for the childre n
6 through 17 years . Convention Treasurer (Bro . Stephen Roskiewicz )
will refund the 50% discount at the convention .
To qualify for young people's rates, attendance at a minimu m
number of sessions is required .

REGISTRATION
Registration will start Friday morning at 9 :00 a .m. and will continue
Saturday until midnight . Thereafter registration will be from 9 :00
a .m. until 10 :00 p .m. Registration will be in the upper lobby of
Baldwin Hall .

TRANSPORTATION
Transportation will be available from airports, bus and railroad
stations to the college at a nominal charge . Indicate with your regis-
tration the time and place of arrival . Please be specific on name of
airline, bus, etc . Albion College limousine service pick-up will be
made in the luggage area.

FIGURE YOUR ADVANCE PAYMENT HER E
Adults and children 6 through 17 years.
Rate

	

X no . of days

	

X no . of people

	

$
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Speakers' Appointments
S . ALLEN E. F . LANKFOR D

Sayville, NY July

	

2 Melfort, Sask .

	

July

	

1
C . BOUGHTON Prince Albert, Sask . 2

Indianapolis, IN July

	

2 Luseland, Sask . 3
Chatham, Ont . 4 Calgary, Alta . 4
Detroit, MI 5 Vernon, B .C . 8, 9
Pontiac, MI 6 Wenatchee, WA 1 1
Columbus, OH 7 Spokane, WA 1 2
Cincinnati, OH 9 Clarkston, WA 1 3
Greenfield, OH 11 Sandpoint, ID 1 4

Kalispell, MT 1 6G . JEUCK Havre, MT 1 7Philadelphia, PA July

	

9 Minneapolis, MN 2 1
A . KRUMPOLT Milwaukee, WI 2 3

Rochester, NY July 14 Rockford, IL 2 4
Buffalo, N Y
Toledo, OH

1 6
17

La Salle, IL

K. NAIL
2 5

Columbus, OH 18 Los Angeles, CA July 1- 4
Greenfield, OH 19 G . PASSIO S
Cincinnati, OH 20 Allentown, PA July 1 6Indianapolis, I N
Detroit, MI

2 1
23 L . POS T

Pontiac, M I
Jackson, M I

24
25

Berwick, PA

J . TATE
July 1 6

Grand Rapids, MI 26 Pottstown, PA July

	

9

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S
F . BINNS

Aug . 19-2 2

T . R . LANG
Aug . 19-2 2

Yeovi l

Yeovil

E . T . NADA L
Latchford

	

July 1
Newport

	

2 2
Yeovil

	

Aug . 18-2 2
Dewsbury

	

Sept . 9
Reigate

	

1 7
Latchford

	

Oct . 14

R . E . ROBINSO N
Dewsbury

	

July 22
Yeovil

	

Aug . 18-22
Latchford

	

Sept . 9

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

YEOVIL HOMEGATHERING, Aug .
18-22—For details and accommoda -
tions please apply to Mrs . P . Stracy .
"Patmos" 3, Hillgrove Avenue ,
Yeovil, Somerset . BA20 2LP .

SUBSCRIPTIONSand LITERATUR E
-70, Station Road, Gidea Park ,
Romford, Essex . RM2 6DA .

RECORDED LECTURE SERVICE ,
Tapes and Cassettes on Loan —
for use in the British Isles only .
15, Southwood Gardens, Gants Hill ,
Ilford, Essex . IG2 6YF .
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Conventions
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ, July 1,2 —
Douglass College, Hickman Hall ,
George St . at At . 18 . Mrs . Rober t
Gray, 81 Braeton Way, Freehold, N J
07728 . Phone : (201) 431-522 1

LOS ANGELES, CA, July 1-4 —
Downey Community Theater, 844 1
E . Firestone Blvd ., Downey . Mr . A .
W. Abrahamsen, 710 S . Hobar t
Blvd ., #207, Los Angeles, CA 90005

MINNEAPOLIS, MN, July 2 —
Downtown YMCA, Rm. 104 . Mrs .
Charles R . Newham, 1722 Fifth St . ,
N .E ., Minneapolis, MN 55413 .
Phone : (612) 789-394 4

VERNON, B .C ., July 8,9—Silve r
Star Elementary School, 1404 - 35t h
Ave . Mrs . Kathleen Phillips, 386
Clifton Rd ., Kelowna, B .C . V1V 1A5

CINCINNATI, OH, July 18—2850
Dunaway . Mrs . William Bertsche ,
2850 Dunaway, Cincinnati, OH 4521 1

CHICAGO, IL, July 23—Elmhurs t
Masonic Temple, York Rd . &
Authur St ., Elmhurst . Mr . Te d
Marten, 6036 W . Byron, Chicago, I L
6063 4

ALBION, MI, July 29-Aug . 3—
GENERAL CONVENTION, Albio n
Colleg e

DENVER, CO, Aug . 11-13—Rocky
Mountain Area annual convention .
Loretto Heights College, 3001 S .
Federal Blvd ., Denver. Loretta
Blair, 6705 S . Santa Fe, Sp . 2 ,
Littleton, CO 8012 0

NORTH BROOKFIELD, MA, Aug .
20—Elementary School, Oakha m
Rd . Miss Helen Waytina, Box 82, N .
Brookfield, MA 0153 5

Obituaries
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian course .
We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the families and friend s
in their loss of these dear ones .

Sister M. E. Lancelle, De Kalb, IL—January 27 . Age, 91
Brother Lawrence Ricer, Baltimore, MD—May . Age, 94
Sister Margie Pocius, Detroit, MI—May 5 . Age, 94
Sister Elsie Nixon, St . John's Ecclesia, Nfld.—May 6 .
Sister Anna Benecki, Chicago, IL (Lithuanian)—May 15 . Age, 85
Brother John Hull, Los Angeles, CA—May 22 . Age, 68
Brother Millard E . Ketchem, Carbondale, PA—May 22 . Age, 83
Sister Victoria Penney, New York, NY—June 1 . Age, 76

We appreciate information concerning any brethren to be include d
in this list .
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