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Highlights of DAW"«

Portrait of the King

“Behold your King!“—John 19:14

THE kings have had their day, it is said, but there is a King
whose day is shortly to begin. As his “day” draws near the
whole world is in a very sorry state of affairs, and there
are many philosophers who are urging us to believe that
there is no way out of the chaos that is everywhere appar-
ent. Most of the world has concluded that goverhment by
kings is a failure. But now that most of the kings are gone,
the people are no better satisfied with the governments
which have succeeded them, while the world lies torn and
bleeding as a result of a cruel struggle which continues
between opposing ideologies. Is such a world willing to
try another king?

We grant that the kings of the past have failed, and
freely acknowledge that the governments which have taken
their places are quite unsatisfactory, for the hearts of the
people are filled with fear as they consider the possibilities
of what may yet befall them. But it is just such conditions
as these which call for a new ruler.
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Frequently one hears the opinion voiced that the only
thing which now will save the world from utter ruin, and
the race itself from destruction, is a high-principled super-
man, an unselfish one who would be wise enough to map
out a new and better course for the people, order his plans
put into effect, and have power to enforce his edicts. Con-
vince the world that such a ruler is on hand and he would
probably be universally acclaimed!

But that is a large order, for such a king would of neces-
sity have to break with tradition all along the line. He
would have to be a king capable of establishing his au-
thority without the necessity of leading millions of the
world’s youth into battle. And he would not be different
from the kings and rulers who have failed if he attempted
to enforce his decrees under threat of destruction by hy-
drogen bombs. He would need to be a king who would take
as much interest in the poor as in the rich, and who would
respect the rights of all races and colors equally.

A king qualified to take over in this chaotic world of
today could not be an advocate of super races. He would
have to be a promoter of the interests of just one race—
the human race. Because all people are members of this
one race, he would need to be just as interested in the
Iottentot of the jungles as in America’s elite “four
hundred.”

And he would have to be a very wise king, else those
who hold vested interests of one sort or another would
trick him into believing that their claims were just, and
that the human race could not get along at all if their own
selfish interests were not considered. He would have to
possess the qualities which one of the prophets of the
Bible ascribes to a foretold king whom God would cause
to rule over the nations. Of this One we read,
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“And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge by the sight of
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall
he the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his
reins.”—Isa. 11:2-5

Not a single one of all the kings who have lived to this
time—the kings who have had their day-—ever possessed
all these qualities. On the other hand, no king, no ruler, no
government, which possesses less in the way of knowledge,
wisdom, justice, and power could hope to assume the ruler-
ship of the world today and bring peace and satisfaction to
all the people. A king thus qualified to be a world ruler
would fulfil still another prophetic picture, this one given
to us by King David:

“Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteous-
ness unto the king’s son. He shall judge thy people with
righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. The moun-
tains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills,
hy righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people,
he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in
pieces the oppressor....In his days shall the righteous
flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon en-
dureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and
from the river unto the ends of the earth.”—Ps. 72:1-8

Nearly two thousand years ago a man journeyed up and
down in the land of Judea whom his followers believed
was destined to be the world ruler which the prophecies
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had foretold. He didn’t have an army. He never tried to
exalt himself at the expense of others. He was noted for
his kindness. He loved all, and was sympathetic even
toward the erring. One of the most revealing observations
made concerning him states that he “went about doing
good.”

But the world was too evil to appreciate so noble a char-
acter. He was hated by the rulers of his day, and charges
were brought against him aimed at his life. One of the
charges was that he claimed to be a king. He was brought
before a Roman governor for trial, and was asked, “Art
thou a king?” to which he replied, “To this end was I born,
and for this cause came I into the world.” (John 18:37) In
stating this, he knew that he was in effect sentencing him-
self to death, because such a claim would be considered
treason against Caesar.

This kindly, sympathetic, understanding, and self-sacri-
ficing servant of the people was a Jew, and when the gov-
ernor realized he could do nothing more to save his life,
he permitted his soldiers to place a crown of thorns upon
the prisoner’s head, and showing him to the people, he
cried, “Behold your King!” But they shouted, “Crucify him,
crucify him.”—John 19:15

While this future King of earth voluntarily surrendered
himself to his enemies, his manner of life and death none
the less changed the course of the world. While this King
was crucified by his people, the religion which bore his
name was later made the official state religion of all
Europe—contrary to his teachings. In his name some of
the bloodiest wars of history were fought, but he himself
was a peacemaker who taught his followers to love their
enemies, and to do good to those who despitefully used
them. He taught that those who wield the sword would per-
ish by the sword.—Matt. 26:52
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And so it has been. The kings who now have had their
day built up their kingdoms and tried to maintain them
by the power of the sword; but they have all perished, and
even the global use of swords has failed to solve the
world’s problems. Despite this, one of the principal things
now being done to bring peace and good will on earth is the
preparation for further war.

That is why the world needs a new king, one who will
discard the principles and methods which have always
failed and which will continue to fail; one whose ideology
is that of good will among all and for all; one who is backed
up by power other than that of the sword, even the power
of the Creator himself; one who manifested such genuine
and loving interest in his subjects that he gladly died for
them, dying even the cruel death of the cross. Such a One
is to be the world’s new King. He is Jesus of Nazareth.

They crucified Jesus, but he told his disciples that he
would come again, and taught them to pray for the king-
dom which he would establish when he came. Today, while
the world is perishing because of its own misguided and
selfishly inspired judgment, its one hope lies in the fulfil-
ment of the promise made by King Jesus that he would
come, and in coming, would do for the world what it could
not do for itself. The brightness of the hope that radiates
from this promise is in the fact that the day in which Jesus
is to be King is very near. The last hours of this night of
sin are dark and stormy, but the light of his presence and
the power of his kingdom will soon become manifest, and
the darkness of the night will give way to the brightness
of the new day of peace and joy and life for all mankind.

[
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GOD SENDS A VISITOR

“Lower Than the Angels”

“For Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and honor.”—Psalm 8:5

WHAT is the world coming to? Had the chaotic and dis-
tressing conditions of today prevailed a generation ago,
many would have concluded that the second coming of
Christ was near, and that the world would soon come to an
end. But a generation of modernist teachings in our insti-
tutions of learning, plus global wars, and the ever-increas-
ing worldliness and atheism of our day, have well-nigh
erased all religious viewpoints from the minds of the gen-
eral public. Hence, while millions today fear that the hu-
man race may ultimately be desftroyed by nuclear energy
or by pollution, they do not as a rule associate their fears
with the troublous days foretold in the Bible.

True, many know the Bible teaches that Jesus would
come again to this earth, but because of the distorted un-
derstanding of this teaching that has been handed down
to us from the Dark Ages, it is now considered to be largely
a superstitious notion, unworthy of the attention of the
serious-minded and enlightened people of our day. It is
because sincere but obviously misguided souls in the past
donned white robes, mounted housetops, and looked for
Jesus to drop out the sky to take them away into the
clouds, leaving the earth enveloped in a mass of flames,
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that the thinking public of today has concluded that the
second coming of Christ is not to be considered seriously
as offering a solution to the world’s problems.

No one is to be blamed for turning away in unbelief
from a grotesque theory of this kind. On the other hand,
human wisdom offers no hope of escape from the dilemma
into which man’s selfishness and foolishness have plunged
the unhappy human race. The question therefore naturally
arises, Is no solution to be found? The answer to that ques-
tion is, Yes, the Bible itself, when viewed in the light of
its own reasonable teachings, reveals that in this hour of
darkness and great need the Creator of the universe inter-
venes by sending a divine representative to the earth to
straighten out the tangled affairs of the people, and this
One is Jesus.

In the light of the marvelous scientific achievements of
our day the visit to earth of One who ordinarily dwells in
another part of the universe is not unthinkable, or even
farfetched. Our space scientists have already sent men to
the moon. When we contemplate this, we should remem-
ber that the Creator placed the moon where it is, controls
its every movement by his unerring laws, and likewise has
created and controls the countless other heavenly hodies
which are millions of light years farther removed from us
than the moon. And how reasonable it is to believe that if
man, with his very limited knowledge and powers, can not
only visit the moon, but possibly Mars and Venus as well,
then surely the Creator, who made the universe, can easily
send a representative to visit us if he purposes to do so!

We should have no difficulty in recognizing that the
Creator of the universe is able to send someone to visit
this planet; but the question properly arises, Are we justi-
fied in supposing that he gives that much consideration to
such an infinitesimally small part of his universe as we

§ THE DAWN



know this planet Earth to be? This question was raised in
the minds of many of the world’s wisest philosophers of
the past. David, “the sweet singer of Israel,” pondered
over it, and found the answer. He wrote, “When I consider
thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the Son of Man, that thou visitest
him?”’—Ps. 8:3,4

David, even without the aid of a telescope, discerned
how insignificant this earth must be in comparison to the
creative works of God which were spread out before him
night after night in all their glory and grandeur. And as
for the human race which dwells on the earth, the Prophet
Isaiah described the nations as mere “dust of the balance.”
(Isa. 40:15) No wonder David raised the question as to why
God, through the prophets, had indicated his interest in
human beings, an interest so deep and genuine that he had
promised to send One to deliver the people from sin and
death; One who would become a great King, to rule over
and bless all nations.

But David gives us the answer to his own query, saying
of man that God had created him only a little lower than
the angels, and had crowned him with glory and honor, and
had made him to have dominion over the earth, and all
things upon it. Ah yes, the Creator had constituted man a
king, to have dominion and rule over this part of his uni-
verse. And now that this king of earth had disobeyed his
law and been dethroned, he proposed to take steps to re-
establish him as the ruler of the earth, and restore to him
all the glorious privileges of his lost dominion.

Man was made “a little lower than the angels.” We do
not know much about angels, except that the Bible assures
us that they exist, and that they are much more intelligent
and powerful than man, and in almost every way superior
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to him. Many are unable to believe in the existence of
angels because, as they say, we cannot have faith in that
which we do not see. What angels really are, what they
look like, what their habits of life may be, and what useful
part they play in the Creator’s scheme of things, are points
of minor importance with respect to our present discus-
sion. It is important, however, to realize that such crea-
tures do exist because the fact of their existence and the
nature of their activities are closely related to God’s inter-
est in the human race and his purpose in sending a royal
representative of heaven to visit us.

Is it, then, reasonable to suppose that man is not the
highest order of being in all the Creator’s vast universe?
Even the asking of such a question seems foolish to those
human minds which are not too overburdened with the
weight of their own importance. Imagine, if you can, a
human being—even a scientist—peering through a tele-
scope into the vast universe of worlds which its powerful
lenses bring within his mystified view, saying to himself, I
am the most intelligent, the most powerful, and the most
important of all beings that exist!

How unreasonable for one to take such a view of things
when he doesn’t even know how the universe came into
existence, nor fully understands the laws which govern the
countless millions of heavenly bodies he can see through
his telescope, which laws prevent their crashing into one
another. He has no idea how far the universe extends be-
yond the range of his puny instruments. All he knows is
that he was able to compound some of the elements of
which the earth is made, and put them together to form a
telescope, and then by its use to see a great deal more of
the universe than is visible to the naked eye. Oh yes, he
has discovered that every world in the universe moves at
such a fixed rate of speed that he can calculate where it
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will be hundreds of years in advance, but he does not know
why that speed never changes.

The scientist has learned that all matter is made up of
atoms. He can even “split the atom.” But he cannot make
one. It is something like the nursery rhyme of the broken
egg, which states that “all the king’s herses, and all the
king’s men, couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty together again.”
But in spite of the faet that stretched out before him are
millions of created things which he could not create, and
that there are forces and laws which he cannet fully ex-
plain, the unbelieving scientist and nonscientist alike con-
tinue to insist that they cannot believe in that which they
do not sece, maintaining that they themselves are of the
highest order of all living things in the universe. Such a
state of mind is really pathetic when we ponder it, yet how
few realize it.

The fact that so many things exist of which we have
little or no understanding—either as to how they were cre-
ated, or the laws which govern them-—should be ample
proof that somewhere in this universe there exists intelli-
gence and power vastly superior to our own. Should it not
also be apparent that the Creator of the vast universe
could, if he so decreed, send a visitor te this earth from
one of the other planes of intelligent existence— a visitor
powerful enough to exercise a tremendous influence in
the affairs of men? The Bible assures us that God did so
propose! It is to this that David refers when he speaks of
man as being of sufficient importance in God’s sight as to
merit such a visit.

But why should God send a visitor to this earth? All the
prophecies of the Old Testament concerning this visit, and
the New Testament explanations of these prophecies, in-
dicate that it is due to the fact that man became a rebel
against divine law, and that through sin and selfishness
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the human race would finally perish unless the Creator did
something about it. So we read that “God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”—John 3:16

Jesus was the messenger from heaven—the One who
came to save the rebellious race. He gave a wonderful par-
able to illustrate this, in which he likened the whole vast
universe of God to a sheepfold in which there were a
hundred sheep. One of these went astray, and the good
shepherd sought and found the lost sheep, which well rep-
resented the human race. Jesus was the Good Shepherd
who came to earth to rescue humanity from the wilderness
of sin and death.

Yes, the human race is “lost.” David said that man had
been made a little lower than the angels, “crowned with
glory and honor,” and made ruler over everything of a
lower nature upon the earth. This statement of David’s is
quoted in the New Testament, and the explanation is add-
ed, “But now we see not yet all things put under him. But
we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,
...crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man.”—Heb. 2:8, 9

How true that we see “not yet” all things put under
man! He has long since proved his inability to rule himself,
to say nothing of ruling over the dominion as a whole.
While the Creator commissioned man to multiply and fill
the earth and have dominion over it, he forfeited that
dominion and the right to live forever when he trans-
gressed the divine law. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return,” was the sentence pronounced upon man
when he was driven out of Eden into the unfinished earth
to die.—Gen. 3:19
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It is well to note in this connection, however, that man
was sentenced to death, and not to eternal torment, as the
theology of the Dark Ages teaches. Nor is it true, since he
sinned and is not permitted to continue to live on the
earth, that God made a provision for him to be transferred
at death to heaven. Man was made to live on the earth, “a
little lower than the angels,” and there is nothing in the
Bible to indicate that it is God’s purpose for human beings
at death, or at any other time, to become angels.

Man was created perfect as a human, and was made in
the image of God; that is, able to reason, and to know
right from wrong. That was more than 6,000 years ago. But
throughout all the years since then the race has been de-
generating, until today we are not able even to approxi-
mate what a perfect man is like. We are all imperfect and
dying, deformed in mind and body. Our intellects are
dwarfed; our bodies diseased and decaying. The original
perfection of both mind and body is lost, and selfishness is
driving the race headlong toward destruction.

But the Creator did not lose interest in his human crea-
tures when they disobeyed his law. He was still “mindful”
of man, and began to make promises to send a visitor to
to earth from the heavenly courts—One who would be
equipped and empowered to rescue him from the pit of sin
and death into which he had fallen. This visitor was Jesus,
and when he was born the angel announced, “Fear not,
...for unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”—Luke 2:10, 11

“A Savior, which is Christ the Lord”-—how full of mean-
ing are those words! Truly the world needed to be saved;
and the world is still waiting for that salvation—a salva-
tion which God had promised would reach the people
through the Christ whom he would send. This promised
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One was to be born into the world as a ‘“seed” through
whom “all the families of the earth” were to be blessed.
He was to be the great Lifegiver of the race, and the
Mediator between God and men. He was to be “the Prince
of Peace.” He was to be a mighty King to rule over all
nations. (Isa. 9:6, 7; Zech. 14:9) Truly he was to be a Savior,
and a great one; and it was the happy privilege of the
angels on that first holy night to announce to the shep-
herds on the Judean hills that this long-promised One was
born; that he had come.

And from whence did this holy Child come? The Scrip-
tures are explicit on this point. In the first chapter of the
Gospel according to John we learn that Jesus had a pre-
human existence; that from the very beginning of creation
he was the “Word,” or spokesman, of the Creator, par-
ticipating in all the works of creation. This great One, the
apostle explains, was ‘“made flesh,” and dwelt among us.
Here, then, was the first phase of the foretold “visit” to
earth of a heavenly messenger representing the Creator,
and manifesting the Creator’s interest in the welfare of
his fallen human creatures.

And why did this highly exalted messenger from heaven
visit the earth in such humble form, and under circum-
stances so lacking in splendor and glory? The apostle an-
swers, saying that Jesus was made flesh “for the suffering
of death.” (Heb. 2:9) As man was “a little lower than the
angels,” so Jesus partook of the same nature, that he might
be the exact correspondence of the perfect Adam. Yes,
Jesus was made flesh for the suffering of death, not to be
a human king over the nations; for the main purpose of
his first visit was accomplished when he tasted death ‘“for
every man,” Jesus said to his disciples that he would give
his flesh for the life of the world, and this he did, volun-
tarily and gladly, upon Calvary’s cross.—John 6:51
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It was the death of the man Christ Jesus that opened
the way for the restoration of the lost inheritance of life
and rulership. This is what the apostle meant when he
wrote, “We see not yet all things put under him, but we
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death,...that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.” (Heb. 2:8,9) We see,
then, that an important step toward the restoration to re-
sult from the promised visit to earth has been accom-
plished. However, man is still fallen. He continues to die.
He is still ruled by sin and selfishness, and makes. war
upon his fellows. Now, indeed, the ingenious ones among
the human race are producing instruments of destruction
which threaten the very existence of the human race.

Nevertheless, the first phase of the promised visit to
earth by which God indicated he would intervene on be-
half of the people to save them from eternal death is now
an accomplished fact. We see that man is still dying, but
we see also that Jesus has come and died for man; and in
this we recognize the beginning of the outworking of the
divine plan to save the people from death and restore
them to life and happiness as the kings of earth, again
crowned with the glory and honor of the human nature,
only a little lower than the angels. -0
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CHARTERED BUS SERVICE TO
THE GENERAL CONVENTION

Arrangements are being made for chartered bus
service from the east starting at Rochester, N. Y. with .
stops to pick-up passengers at Buffalo, N. Y. and
Detroit, Mich. For further information, please write to
the Dawn.
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RBible Study

LESSON FOR JUNE 6

God’'s Call to Afaith

MEMORY VERSE: “In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.”

ISAIAH 30:15,18

THIS lesson on faith opens with
our memory verse, which is a
call for the people to return to
the Lord and to his righteous
laws with the assurance that
they would then have rest of
heart and mind. “In quietness
and in confidence shall be your
strength,” wrote the prophet,
“and ye would not.”

Seldom did the people of Is-
rael depart from their . evil
ways, even though rich bless-
ings awaited them when they
did—blessings which are en-
joyed by his people of all ages
upon the basis of their faith
in his righteous ways, and obe-
dience to them. The rest of
faith is indeed blessed. It im-
plies freedom from fear and
anxiety, and the assurance that
the Lord will exercise his lov-
ing care in all the situations of

life.
But those who drift away
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from the Lord into paths of un.
righteousness do not enjoy this
rest of faith; although the Lord
waits to be gracious unto them
when they see the error of
their way and return to him
in genuine repentance. How
great is the God who waits to
be gracious unto his people
when they return to him!

The Revised Standard Version
says that the Lord “exalts him-
self to show mercy.” As with
the Lord, so with us—we exalt
ourselves when we show mercy.
Showing mercy is not an act
which springs from humiliation.

ISAIAH 31:13,6

“Woe to them that go down
to Egypt for help; and stay on
horses, and trust in chariots.”
There was a certain group in
Israel that favored an alliance
with Egypt because of that
country’s great military strength.
They thought that this would
protect them from their ene-
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mies. But this displayed a lack
of faith in God and in his abili-
ty to care for them—“They look
not unto the Holy One of Is-
rael, neither seek the Lord.”

“Now the Egyptians are men,
and not God; and their horses
flesh, and not spirit.” There
was a notion among many in
Israel that the Pharaoh of
Egypt was some sort of god,
and that his horses possessed
some special ability. But. here
the Lord is explaining that this
is not so. All Egyptians, includ-
ing their king, were just hu-
mans, with no superhuman pow-
ers or ability; and their horses
were no different from the
horses possessed by other na-
tions.

ISAIAH 32:16,17

These two verses are best
understood when taken in con-
junction - with the preceding
verse, which reads, “Until the
Spirit is poured upon us from
on high, and the wilderness be
a fruitful field, and the fruitful
field be counted for a forest.”
God has promised that in the
thousand-year reign of Christ
he will pour out his Spirit upon
all flesh, and apparently Isaiah
is referring to this.

ISAIAH 37: 57

The Lord fought for the
people of Judah when the King
of Assyria threatened to cap-
ture Jerusalem. Here was an
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opportunity for the people to
exercise faith in their God; and
they were encouraged to do so
by King Hezekiah, who said to
them at a time of great danger
from the human standpoint:

“Be strong and courageous, be
not afraid nor dismayed for the
king of Assyria, nor for all the
multitude that is with him
[182,000]: for there be more
with us than with him: with
him is an arm of flesh: but
with us is the Lord our God to

help us, and to fight our
battles. And the people rested
[leaned, margin]l themselves
upon the words of Hezekiah
king of Judah.”—II Chron.
32:7,8

The people were rewarded in
their faith that God would de-
fend them against the Assyrian
army, for he sent his angel and
destroyed all 182,000 of the
king’s servants. Our lesson
quotes God as saying, “I will
blast upon him [the kingl, and
he shall hear a rumour, and
return to his own land; and I
will cause him to fall by the
sword in his own land.”

QUESTIONS

Why can’t the people of God
enjoy peace of mind and heart
while they are out of harmony
with him?

Should Christians seek for
help from worldly sources?

How was the Assyrian army
which attacked Judah defeated?



LESSON FOR JUNE 13

“Thp Ringdom Come”

MEMORY VERSE: “He shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

ISAIAH 2:24

IN THIS Scripture lesson we
have an outstanding prophecy
of the establishment of the
messianic  kingdom, which is
described as taking place “in
the last days”—not the last days
of time, or the last days of the
earth, but the last days of the
reign of sin and death upon
the earth. There are no “last
days” for the earth, for it
“abideth forever.”—Eccl. 1:4

Messiah’s millennial kingdom
is, in this prophecy, symbolized
by a mountain, and called “the
mountain of the Lord’s house,”
the “house” being the Heaven-
ly Father’s divine ruling house
of sons, with Jesus as the Head.
These associated sons of God
are called from among man-
kind—first from the Israelites,
with the full complement de-
signed by the Creator being
completed from among the Gen-
tiles—~John 1:11,12; Acts 15:14

The kingdom, or “mountain®
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of the Lord is not considered
established and operative until
all these who will be associated
with Jesus as rulers are raised
from the dead and united with
him in heavenly glory. It will
be then that it will be “exalted
above the hills”; that is, super-
ceding all other governments of
the earth. It will be then also
that the people of all nations
will “flow unto it.”

How wonderful the assurance
that “many people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in
his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
The “Zion” of the prophecy
seems to illustrate the spiritual,
or invisible phase of the mes-
sianic kingdom; while “Jerusa-
lem” symbolizes its earthly rul-
ership phase, made up, as the
Scriptures clearly show, of the
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resurrected worthy servants of
the Lord who laid down their
lives in his service prior to the
first advent of Jesus.

How glad we are for the
further assurance that the Lord
“shall judge among the nations,
and shall rebuke many people:
and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks,” and,
as our memory verse assures
us, will learn war no more!

ISAIAH 9:2-7

Here we have a prophecy of
the birth of Jesus, “The Prince
of Peace.” “The people that
walked in darkness have seen
a great light.” This prophecy is
projected to the time of Christ,
for he was the “great light”
which came into the world, but
he was seen and appreciated
only by a few.

“To us a child is born.” Here
again the prophecy is projected
to the time of Jesus’ birth. “To
us a son is given; and the gov-
ernment will be upon his shoul-
der, and his name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince

of Peace.” (RSV) Jesus will be:

the great Mediator and Judge
of the people during the thou-
sand years of his kingdom. He
will be recognized as a “Mighty
God,” but, of course, not the
Almighty. He will be the “Ever-
lasting Father”; that is, the Fa-
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ther who will give everlasting
life to all who accept the pro-
vision of his blood, and obey
the laws of his kingdom.

And Jesus will, of course, be
the “Prince of Peace,” and “of
the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David
[See Luke 1:31-33]1, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment
and with justice from hence-
forth even forever. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will perform
this.”

Jesus explained to Pilate that
His kingdom was not of this
world. It is not to be estab-
lished by military strength, nor
will it function by the power
of arms, Instead, as the prophe-
cy states, “The zeal of the Lord
of hosts will perform this.” It
is God’s provision for the bless-
ing of all mankind with peace
and life, and his zeal will ac-
complish this loving purpose,
the blessings of health and life
under the rulership of the king-
dom having been provided by
the sacrificial work of Christ.

QUESTIONS

What is one of the scriptural
symbols of the messianic king-
dom?

What is meant in our lesson
by “Zion” and “Jerusalem”?

By what authority and power
will the messianic kingdom func-
tion?
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LESSON FOR JUNE 20

God Requires Zconomic Justice

MEMORY VERSE: “Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.”

MICAH 2:13,8,9

ACCORDING to scholars, Micah
was the fourth of God’s holy
prophets who served during the
eighth century before Christ.
His home was Moresheth, in the
southwestern foothills, not far
from the territory occupied by
the Philistines. Nothing is
known concerning Micah’s back-
ground or his family, and
nothing is said in the Bible con-
cerning his occupation or activi-
ty.

Micah was used by the Lord
to forecast the establishment of
Messiah’s kingdom. (Micah 4:1-
4) In doing this, he used almost
the identical language employed
by the Prophet Isaiah in his
prophecy of the kingdom. (Isa.
2:2-4) Like Isaiah, Micah saw
the kingdom “of the Lord’s
house” as a great “mountain®
into which, when established,
the people will flow, seeking to
know and to walk in the Lord’s
ways. Micah also saw and fore-
told that when the nations
learned to walk in the Lord’s
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ways they would beat their

swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruninghooks.
Micah went beyond the

Prophet Isaiah in describing
the blessings of the people, in
that he forecast that under its
rulership every man would
dwell under his own vine and
fig tree, and that none would
make afraid. Here is a beauti-
ful portrayal of economic jus-
tice and security—something
which was sadly lacking in the
country in Micah’s day.

It is this lack of economic
security against which the
prophet speaks in our lesson.
He wrote, “Woe to them that
devise iniquity, and work evil
upon their beds! when the
morning is light, they practice
it, because it is in the power
of their hand.” Micah identifies
the evil plans which were made
--apparently by the wealthy—
as they lay sleepless upon their
beds at night: “They covet
fields, and take them by vio-
lence; and houses, and take
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them away: so they oppress a
man and his house, even a man
and his heritage.”

The plots against the poor
of the land included the oppres-
sion of the women: “The
women of my people have ye
cast out from their pleasant
houses; from their children
have ye taken away my glory
forever.” These oppressions of
the poor, including the women,
were not the work of Israel’s
heathen neighbors, but of their
own people—brother against
brother. No wonder it eventual-
ly led to their captivity!

MICAH 3:14

Here we have another vivid
description of the hardships
which were being inflicted upon
the helpless of Israel. And the
Lord placed much of the re-
sponsibility upon the “heads of
Jacob, and ye princes of the
house of Israel.” These should
have practiced justice and
judgment in their dealing with
the people, but they failed to
meet their responsibility. Ap-
parently their sympathies were
with the oppressors, and for
the probable reason that it
paid them to favor those who
could reward them.

These “heads” and “princes”
hated the good and loved the
evil because it was to their ad-
vantage to do so. And what
depth of injustice is revealed
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on the part of the oppressors:
“Who pluck off their skin from
off them, and their flesh from
off their bones.” This is prob-
ably symbolic language, but it
indicates that the oppressors of
the people had little or no re-
gard for the feelings of those
whom they exploited. Their
only concern was to increase
their own wealth and power.

But this was not to go on
forever, for the Lord would
punish the evildoers. “Then
shall they cry unto the Lord,
but he will not hear them: he
will even hide his face from
them at that time, as they have
behaved themselves ill in their
doings.”

Our memory verse presents a
pleasing contrast to that which
was taking place in Israel at
the time of Micah, Surely it is
appropriate that all the Lord’s
people learn to do well; that
they seek justice in judgment,
and relieve the oppressed so
far as possible. In other words,
we should seek to bless those
within our midst who are in
need, such as the fatherless and
the widows.

QUESTIONS

Who was Micah?

What great kingdom propliecy
did he utter?

When will there be economic
security in the whole earth?

How much should our memo-
ry verse mean to us today?
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LESSON FOR JUNE 27

Ged Requires Personal Righteousness

MEMORY VERSE: “He hath showed thee, O man, what is good;
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?’—Micah 6:8

MICAH 6:14,6-8

UNDER the influence of lead-
ers who were unfaithful to the
Lord, Israel had sinned, and in
this lesson the Lord gives them
an opportunity to present their
case hefore him and before the
“mountains.” No answer on Is-
rael’s part is recorded, for
there was no legitimate reason
they could give for their dis-
loyalty to God and to his right-
eous laws.

But the Lord puts the Israel-
ites in an embarrassing posi-
tion by a question which would
remind them of his great care
over them. He asks, “O my
people, what have I done unto
thee?” When Jesus was on trial
he was asked, “What hast thou
done?” He did not reply, but
if he had it would have heen
simply to confirm that all he
had done was to go about doing
good, preaching the glad tidings
of the kingdom, healing the
sick and raising the dead.

So the answer to the Lord’s
question as to what he had

26

done to Israel was simply that
he had been the greatest bene-
factor they ever had. The one
great blessing the Lord men-
tioned as having been bestowed
upon his chosen people was
that he had delivered them
from Egyptian bondage. He had
brought them out of slavery to
be a free people, and had plant-
ed them in their own land.

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam are
mentioned in connection with
this great deliverance. Moses, of
course, was the deliverer, and
Aaron was his assistant; while
it was Miriam who composed
the triumphal! song of deliver-
ance which was sung after the
people crossed the Red Sea and
started their journey through
the wilderness to the Promised
Land.

And Jehovah continued to
bless Israel. He gave them a
center of worship in the taber-
nacle, and later the temple. He
sent his prophets to them. He
was to them as a shepherd to
his flock. So the answer to the
Lord’s question as to what he
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had done to his people that
they should be so rebellious
toward him was simply that he
had done nothing but good.

The prophet asks the ques-
tion, “Wherewith shall I come
before the Lord”? In other
words, How can I be sure that
I am pleasing to him? “Shall I
come before him with burnt of-
ferings, with calves of a year
0ld?” The last half of the Book
of Exodus and all of the Book
of Leviticus contain listings of
sacrifices designed by the Lord
for his people.

“Will the Lord be pleased
with thousands of rams?” If one
ram was all that the Lord re-
quested, would the offering of
a thousand rams cover up, or
make good, for sins against his
righteous laws? “Or with ten
thousands of rivers of 0il?” Qil
was used in the typical sacri-
fices offered by the Israelites,
hut they were not to suppose
that they could continue dis-
obeying him and flouting his
law and make up for it by of-
fering an abundance of oil over
and above that which he had
indicated in his instructions.

The prophet continues: “Shall
I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?”
There was at the time an old
and established custom among
the heathen of offering human
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sacrifice, and at times this cus-
tom crept in among the Israel-
ites. King Ahaz offered his son
in sacrifice.

Our memory verse gives the
Lord’s answer as to what he
requires of his people: “He hath
showed thee, O man, what is
good.” First there is the ob-
servance of justice in our deal-
ings with all—and to be fully
just at all times is an exacting
demand.

The expression, “to love
mercy,” is translated in the Re-
vised Standard Version, “to love
kindness.” Paul wrote that “love
is kind,” and for the Christian
there is never any legitimate
excuse for not being kind in
our dealings with our brethren
in Christ and with mankind in
general.

“To walk humbly with thy
God.” The word here translated
“humbly” implies also modestly
and submissively. We walk with
God when we direct our lives
in harmony with the precepts
of his Word, and when we hum-
bly accept the experiences
which he may permit to come
into our lives.

QUESTIONS

Had God done anything to
his people to warrant their re-
bhellion against him?

Name and explain the three
requirements of the Lord men-
tioned in our memory verse.
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Companions of Them So Used

IN CONNECTION with the ministry of the Apostle Paul
we hear a good deal about such able and zealous fellow
servants as Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, and Luke, the be-
loved physician. Important and helpful as these brethren
undoubtedly were to the apostle, there were others who
also greatly assisted him in his ministry of whom we do
not hear very much.

In his extensive journeys to establish and serve the
churches, or when he remained for a time at one place,
Paul evidently had about him a small group of faithful
brethren, never seeking or gaining prominence, but choos-
ing rather to serve humbly in the background. They would
write his letters, for he was nearly blind; and after writing
them, they would undertake to deliver them. They minis-
tered to his personal needs, they shared his trials, his
dangers, and, some seemingly, even his imprisonment.

In one of his letters to the church at Corinth he writes,
“All the brethren greet you.” And then the footnote to the
letter tells us that it was “written from Philippi by
Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus, and Timotheus.” (I Cor.
16:20, 21) Toward the end of his letter to the Romans we
read, “Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason,
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and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. I Tertius, whe wrote
this epistle, salute you in the Lord.” (Rom. 16:21, 22) At the
end of the letter to the Colossians we find the statement,
“Written from Rome to the Colossians by Tychicus and
Onesimus.” In his letter to the Colossians Paul says, “Luke,
the beloved physician, and Demus, greet you.”-—Col. 4:14

Because of his blindness, no doubt, the brethren seem
always to have written his letters from his dictation. But
he added his signature in his own handwriting, as a gra-
cious token of his love, as he did in his letter to the Thes-
salonian brethren, where he writes, “The salutation of
Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every
epistle: so I write.” (II Thess. 3:17) Weymouth renders this
passage, “I Paul add a greeting with my own hand, which
is the credential in every letter of mine. This is my hand-
writing.” And then follows that sweet benediction with
which he closed so many of his epistles, “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”-—II Thess.
3:17,18

We don’t know very much about any of these brethren
who so constantly waited on Paul, but we do know that
their service was indispensable to him; and from what he
sometimes writes of these brethren we know he loved and
depended on them, and appreciated their sacrifices.

One of these was a man named Aristarchus, a Mace-
donian of Thessalonica, a trusted friend and traveling com-
panion to Paul. We first hear of him in connection with
the riot that occurred in Ephesus toward the end of Paul’s
long stay in that city. Apparently some of Paul’'s ministry
there had been directed against the worship of false gods,
and seemingly this preaching had begun to have its effect.
In recording the incident, Luke writes that “a certain man
named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines
for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; whom
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he called together...and said, Sirs, ye know that by this
craft we have our wealth. Moreover ye see and hear, that
not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this
Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying
that they be no gods, which are made with hands.”—
Acts 19:24-26

Seeing their livelihood thus threatened, the silversmiths
stirred up the whole city, and Gaius and Aristarchus, men
of Macedonia, and Paul’'s companions in travel, were taken
into custody. When the uproar eventually subsided, Paul
called his disciples to him, and embraced them, and de-
parted for Macedonia. This was the beginning of Aristar-
chus’ sharing of Paul’s dangers and persecutions.

When Paul returned from Macedonia, he and a few of
his little band of followers, including Aristarchus, went to
Troas, where they remained for seven days. On the last
day of his stay there, and not knowing when he would
again see these brethren, he continued preaching until
midnight. One of his audience, a young man named Euty-
chus, sitting in a window, was lulled into a deep sleep, and
fell from the window, and was taken up dead. Paul re-
stored the young man to life, and resumed his preaching
“even till break of day.” And one would suppose that the
apostle would surely have used the occasion to preach the
wonderful lesson of restitution! And “so he departed.”—
Acts 19:2341; 20:1-11

Aristarchus was there with Paul in Troas, and went
along with Paul to Jerusalem. Evidently he there kept in
close touch with Paul, for about two years later, when
Paul was taken to Rome to appeal to Caesar, Aristarchus
accompanied him on that long, perilous journey, during
which he saw further evidences of Paul’s great courage
and trust in the Lord, and no doubt served the apostle well
on that journey.
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It seems certain that Aristarchus faithfully accompanied
Paul all the way to Rome, and remained with Paul during
his confinement. In a letter Paul wrote about two years
later to Philemon, he says, “There salute thee Epaphras,
my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus,
Demas, Lucas, my fellow laborers.” (Philem. 23, 24) Paul
here seems to make a distinction between Epaphras, whom
he describes as his “fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus,” and
the others whom he calls his “fellow laborers.”

But then, in a letter to the Colossians, also from Rome,
Paul writes, “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner saluteth you.”
(Col. 4:10) Yes, Aristarchus had long been Paul's fellow
prisoner in Christ; but now, apparently, he was also his
fellow prisoner in chains. We hear no more about this
faithful, loyal saint, but tradition says he died a martyr.
Just as he was Paul’s companion in travel, so was he his
companion in sacrifice, and in death.

Another of these humble saints who quietly served in
the background was one Tychicus, of Asia, and probably
of the city of Ephesus. He also knew Aristarchus, and no
doubt these two were very good friends.

He too was probably involved with Paul and Aristarchus
in that trouble in Ephesus, for when Paul left Ephesus and
went to Macedonia, and then returned to Asia, we read,
“And there accompanied him into Asia... Aristarchus and
Tychicus of Asia,” and they later went with Paul to Troas.
—Acts 20:4

Some years later, when Paul was confined in Rome,
Tychicus, like Aristarchus, was there with him. It was to
Tychicus that Paul dictated the letter to the Ephesian
church. As Paul would dictate, Tychicus would write,
“That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the Gospel

(Continued on page 34)
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COMPANIONS OF THEM SO USED

(Continued from page 31)

-..to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mys-
tery which from the beginning of the world hath been hid
in God... according to the eternal purpose which he pur-
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”—Eph. 3:4-11

Perhaps Tychicus would pause in his writing, and say,
“Paul, please explain this mystery more fully to us; and
tell us more about that eternal purpose of God!” Along
with all their problems, their cares, and the responsibilities
of the churches, what marvelous fellowship these saints
must have had! How close they must all have been! And
in the very face of his own approaching judgment by the
Roman authorities, what an example of faith and sacrifice
was the apostle to them as they strove to “walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith [they were] called.”—Eph, 4:1

Tychicus not only recorded this epistle for Paul, but he
was also to carry it to the Ephesian church. Paul writes in
that letter, “That ye may know my affairs, and how I do,
Tychicus, a beloved brother, and faithful minister in the
Lord, shall make known to you all things; whom I have
sent unto you ... that ye might know our affairs, and that
he might comfort your hearts.”—Eph. 6:21, 22

It may well have been that it was at this time that Paul
also wrote his letter to the Colossians, for again it was
Tychicus who wrote a portion of this letter, and also bore
it to the church of the Colossians, for Paul says in it, “All
my state shall Tychicus declare unto you.” And then he
permits a show of his love and affection for Tychicus to
escape him, speaking of him as “Tychicus, who is a beloved
brother, and a faithful minister and fellow servant in the
Lord; whom I have sent unto you...that he might know
your estate, and comfort your hearts.” (Col. 4:7) It would
seem that Tychicus possessed that wonderful talent of
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bringing comfort to the brethren—a talent which Paul him-
self must greatly have appreciated during the years of his
confinement in Rome.

Tychicus apparently remained with Paul in Rome right
to the end, through Paul’s second appearance before Nero.
Paul by this time seems to have sensed that his lifework
was coming to a close, for there is a note of sadness in his
second letter to Timothy. He says, “I am now ready to be
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing.”

And then he unwittingly reveals how greatly he longed
for the fellowship and comfort of the brethren, for at this
time of his great need he was almost alone. He continues,
“Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me....Only Luke
is with me.” (I Tim. 4:9-11) Tychicus could not now com-
fort the apostle, for at this moment that faithful fellow
servant in Christ was on another long journey for Paul—
“Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.,”—II Tim. 4:12

The Scriptures tell us nothing more about Tychicus. One
wonders if that “beloved brother, and faithful minister in
the Lord” managed to return to Rome in time once more
to see alive that one whom he had so long and faithfully
served, and so greatly loved—to comfort his heart!

Then there was Epaphras. He was a Colossian, and no
doubt a very close friend of Paul’s, for we find him bring-
ing greetings, and visiting the apostle at Rome at the time
Paul is writing his letter to the Colossian brethren. Quite
possibly he was an elder in the Colossian church, for Paul
in that letter says, “He is for you a faithful minister of
Christ; who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.”
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Epaphras may have been conferring with Paul at Rome
for some time, for later in the same letter Paul again men-
tions him. “Epaphras, " Paul writes, “who is one of you, a
servant of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring fervently
for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and com-
plete in all the will of God. For I bear him record, that he
hath a great zeal for you, and for them at Laodicea, and
them in Hierapolis.”—Col. 4:12, 13

Paul greatly appreciated one who was fervent in prayer,
for he so prayed himself. Recall what he says to the breth-
ren in his letter to the Romans: “Now I beseech ye breth-
ren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of
the spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers
to God for me.” (Rom. 15:30) Paul believed that faintheart-
ed, halfhearted prayers had no place in the life of the fol-
lower of Christ; he believed and urged that one should
pray with his whole heart, fervently, as did Epaphras—
and he loved him for it the more.

This visit with Paul at Rome may have continued for
some time, for we find that when Paul later writes his let-
ter to Philemon, Epaphras is again mentioned as being
present. In fact, some of the brethren mentioned in the
letter to the Colossians are also mentioned in the letter te
Philemon. “There salute thee Epaphras, my fellow prisoner
in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my
fellow laborers.”-—Philem. 23

There weren’t many there with Paul at Rome. As he
contemplated the approaching termination of his ministry,
he must ofttimes have reflected on his lifelong, loving but
perilous service to the brethren. And at the end he would
say, looking about a little sadly, “These only are my fellow
workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a com-
fort unto me.” (Col. 4:10,11) And among those who were
a comfort to Paul as he spent himself in the service of the
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Lord and the brethren was Epaphras, the one who was al-
ways laboring ferv'ently_ for the brethren in prayer.

As with the Lord there were only the few, so also was it
with Paul. But how tightly these faithful few clung to Paul
—gathered close about him, ministering to him, comfort-
ing, praying, laboring in the kingdom, carrying the Gospel,
the instructions, the encouragement, to the churches scat-
tered about in Asia and Greece, on long, perilous, weary
journeys. And among these loyal saints was Epaphras,
Paul’s “fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus.”

But what about Demas, who was mentioned by Paul as
being among his fellow laborers, in his letters to the Co-
lossian brethren and to Philemon? In his second letter to
Timothy, Paul seemed to be greatly longing to see Timothy,
and urged him to come to him as quickly as he could. It
was at that time also that Paul wrote to Timothy that “only
Luke is with me.” Why was he alone, except for Luke?
Paul tells us why. The other brethren were on journeys,
and Demas had gone back into the world. No wonder Paul
was sad! For one of those he had numbered among his
brethren had forsaken the Lord and the truth. And so Paul
wrote to Timothy, “Come shortly unto me; for Demas hath
forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is de-
parted unto Thessalonica.” How dearly, therefore, Paul
loved and appreciated those few who were faithful under
those hard conditions!

Among these faithful brethren who strengthened and
ministered to Paul must be numbered another little group
of friends. They brought love and comfort to Paul at a
time of his special need. We are told about them in the
28th chapter of the Book of Acts, which describes the end
of Paul’s long journey by ship from Caesarea to appear be-
fore Nero in Rome. We read from Luke’s account: “We
came next day to Puteoli; where we found brethren and

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE 37



were desired to tarry with them seven days; and so we
went toward Rome. And from thence [that is, from Rome]
when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as
far as Appii forum and The three taverns; whom when
Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.”'—Acts
28:13-15

Who were these brethren who came some three days’
journey by foot to meet and to greet Paul? We do not
know their names. And probably Paul himself didn’t know
them! But they evidently knew of and loved Paul, and
they traveled out to bring him their love and comfort and
companionship.

There was nothing lacking in Paul’s faith and trust in
the Lord! He would have made his calling and election
sure with or without the fellowship and sacrifices of the
brethren. But even for the Pauls with the courage of lions,
the hard road of sacrifice can be made a little smoother,
a little less arduous, by the comfort, prayers, and encour-
agement of the less significant among the brethren. And
although Luke does not tell us who were these brethren
that journeyed far to bring comfort to Paul, it seems cer-
tain that their names are written in large letters in the
Lamb’s book of life.

Do we remember what Paul wrote to the Hebrew breth-
ren? “Call to remembrance the former days, in which, af-
ter ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflic-
tions; . .. and partly whilst ye became companions of them
that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, know-
ing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an
enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confi-
dence, which hath great recompence of reward.” (Heb. 10:
32-35) That evidence of their love, their compassion, cost
the brethren reproaches, afflictions, the spoiling of their
goods, their freedom—and sometimes their very lives.

38 THE DAWN



All who walk in the steps of the Master are not Pauls,
or Peters, or Johns. All do not have five talents, or even
two. But each, no matter how humble, can bring comfort
to those who are in the forefront of the battle; can encour-
age the Peters, the Johns, the Pauls; can minister to them,
pray for them, and show them that we love them. Even as
did Aristarchus, Tychicus, and Epaphras; even as did those
unnamed saints who greeted and strengthened the Apostle
Paul on the road to Rome, when he faced imprisonment
and death. a
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The British Section

Divine Sectets
Revealed

“The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear [rever-
ence] him; and he will show
them his covenant.”

—Psalm 25:14

IS THERE any secret in con-
nection with the divine plan?
Are not all God's arrange-
ments so plain that a wayfar-
ing man, though unlearned,
need not err therein? Are not
all of the steps of the plan of
salvation so simple that even
a child may understand them?
Very evidently not, because
everywhere we find the ut-
most diversity of opinion re-
specting the divine purpose.

In harmony with this is the
fact that all the prophets
have spoken more or less ob-
scurely, and in parables, not
excepting the Great Prophet,
our Lord Jesus, who taught
the people in parables and
dark sayings: “All these
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things spake Jesus unto the
multitude in parables; and
without a parable spake he
not unto them.” (Matt. 13:34)
He promised, nevertheless,
that in due time the Holy
Spirit would be granted as a
guide and instructor to his
true disciples: “He [the Fa-
ther’s Holy Spirit] will guide
you into all truth,” . .. and
“show you things to come.”
—John 16:13

Some of the mysteries of
God were due to be under-
stood at once, and some more
gradually down through the
age, but the great unfolding
of the divine mystery, we are
expressly told, was reserved
until the close of the Gospel
Age, when “the mystery of
God should be finished.”—
Rev. 10:7

To the extent that the di-
vine plan was due to be re-
vealed by the Holy Spirit, and
to be understood step by step
during the Gospel Age, this
was intended only for a
special class, and not for the
world in general. The Apeostle
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Paul emphasized this when he
declared: “The natural man
receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” “But God hath re-
vealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit .search-
eth all things, yea, the deep
[hidden, obscure] things of
God.”——I Cor. 2:14, 10

We are to fully realize the
distinction between those who
fear or reverence the Lord,
and those who fear or rever-
ence man, and the works of
man—sectarian systems and
their creeds. “The fear of man
bringeth a snare,” and hin-
ders growth in grace and in
knowledge, -and hinders an
appreciation of the ‘“secret of
the Lord.” But, “The fear
[reverence] of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.” (Prov.
29:25; Ps. 111:10) And this
wisdom, if continued, leads to
fuller knowledge of God; to
greater confidence in him,
and to that degree of intimate
friendship and sonship, which
is the key to the understand-
ing of the *“secret of the
Lord.”

Abraham was called “the
friend of God” (James 2:23)

BRITISH SECTION

because he manifested such
full confidence. God made
known unto him certain things
that he did not reveal to
others. “The secret of the
Lord” was with Abraham so
far as that secret could be
communicated to anyone at
that time. For instance, in the
matter of the destruction of
Sodom the Lord said. “Shall
I hide from Abraham [my
friend] that thing which I
do?”—Gen. 18:17

And it was because Abra-
ham was the friend of God
that he also made known to
him something of the divine
plan for human salvation. The
apostle declares that God
“preached the Gospel before-
hand unto Abraham, saying,
In thee shall all nations be
blessed.” (Gal. 3:8, R.V.; @en.
22:15-18) - While it was not
possible for Abraham to com-
prehend this statement fully,
yet it contained the whole
Gospel in the same sense that
an acorn contains a great oak
tree.

So likewise our Lord at his
first advent spoke in parables
to the nominal house of Is-
rael, “because they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear
not, neither do they under-
stand; . . . for this people’s
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heart is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have
closed.” (Matt. 13:13,15) Yet,
a certain few, full of faith
and obedience and consecra-
tion to the Lord, were treated
as “friends” and had much
explained to them.

Our Lord said to his dis-
ciples when they inquired
concerning the significance of
a parable, “Unto you it is
given to know the mystery of
the kingdom of God: but unto
them that are without, all
these things are done in par-
ables.” (Mark 4:11) And again
he said to the same devoted
disciples: “I call you not serv-
ants; for the servant knoweth
not what his Lord doeth: but
I have called you friends; for
all things that I have heard
of my Father I have made
known unto you.”—John 15:15

Our text speaks of those
who merely “fear” or “rever-
ence” the Lord, but this rev-
erence, if it is continued, leads
into the very deepest work
of grace obtainable—to a ful-
ness of consecration to the
Father’s will and service. It
is of this class who reverence
the Lord, that we read: “They
that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the
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Lord hearkened, and heard,
and a book of remembrance
was written before him for
them that feared [reverenced]
the Lord, and that thought
upon his name [esteeming his

name, his honor, his will,
above -any earthly, sectarian
name or work]. And they

shall be mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I
make up my jewels; and I will
spare them as a man spareth
his own son that serveth
him.”-—Malachi 3:16, 17

’His Covenant”

A divine promise is con-
tained in our text. It is so
stated as to indicate that it
is a very important matter to
see, or clearly understand,
God’s covenant. And it is a
matter that is very important,
because God’s covenant is
really the key to the entire
divine plan. What God prom-
ised to Abraham in the cove-
nant—‘“In thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be
blessed” (Gen. 22:18)—includ-
ed directly and indirectly all
the riches of divine grace. Yet
how few see this!

But with our eyes anointed,
and our hearts fully conse-
crated to the Lord and fully
desirous to know just what
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is his will and purpose, we
look -at the great covenant,
and, behold, it opens glorious-
ly before us, into three parts:
(1) All the families of the
earth-—every member of the
human family—are to receive
a blessing. (2) The “seed” of
Abraham is to be the “chan-
nel” of these divine blessings
to every creature. (3) This
“seed” in its primary sense
is our Lord Jesus Christ, but

in its secondary sense it
includes the “bride,” the
“Lamb’s wife,” his “joint-

heir” in this covenant and in
all the divine mercies.—Gen.
22:15-18; Gal. 3:8, 16, 27-29

With this thought in view,
we realize at once that none
of the spiritual blessings of
this covenant were possible
until Christ Jesus, the Head
of the seed, had finished his
course, and had been glori-
fied. And we see that the
Lord’s work since that time
has been the gathering of the
“elect” church, to be the
“pride,” the “body” of Christ.
We see also that the work of
blessing “all families of the
earth” cannot begin until this
entire “seed” is complete and
glorified.

This spiritual seed of Abra-
ham (Christ and the elect

BRITISH SECTION

church) has indeed been the
salt of the earth throughout
the Gospel Age, and has
helped to preserve the world
from utter deterioration. How-
ever, this is but a small part
of the great blessing which
God designs to send through
the church to the world. The
“light” of truth as it has been
dimly shining during the long
night of sin and death can be
properly compared to a candle
or lamp; but the “light” of
the church glorified in the
kingdom during the Millen-
nium is properly represented
as a shining forth of the sun.
—Matt. 13:43

The covenant, then, shows
us our great privilege at the
present time of becoming
“heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.”
(Rom. 8:17) And it shows us
the object of this trial to he a
work of merey, blessing, help-
fulness, towards the remain-
der of mankind.

The covenant is broad. It
does not promise merely that
all the families of the earth
who will be so fortunate as
to be living at the time when
the seed is complete will re-
ceive a blessing. Neither does
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it merely say that all the fami-
lies proceeding ~ from Abra-
ham, dead and living, will re-
ceive a blessing; but compre-
hensively it promises a bless-
ing to “all families of the
earth”—those who have fallen
asleep in death, as well as
those who will be alive at the
time of the establishment of
Christ’s kingdom.

To this end our Lord Jesus
became Master or “Lord of
the dead” (Rom. 14:9) as well
as of the living. He bought
“all” with his own precious
blood. “He is the propitiation
[satisfaction] for our sins [the
church’s sins]: and not for
ours -only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.”
(I John 2:2) And, as the true
church received a blessing as
the result of his ransom, so
in God’s due time “all fami-
lies of the earth” will also re-
ceive a blessing because of
the ransom. It is from this
standpoint that the church is
called a “kind of firstfruits”
unto God of his creatures.
(James 1:18) The church is
not the entire harvest. The
firstfruits are to be used of
the Lord as his instruments
for blessing the remainder.

And, in the coming blessing
of all families of the earth,
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the natural seed of Abraham
are to be given a place, or
preference, a priority, over
others—“to the Jew first.” As
the spiritual blessings were
offered to them first, so the
earthly favors are to be of-
fered to them first. They shall
obtain mercy “through your
[the church’s] mercy.” (Rom.
11:31) And after Israel shall
have obtained mercy, then, in
turn, the light will shine upon
others—‘all families of the
earth.” In due time the prom-
ise shall be fulfilled that
Christ, as the true Light, shall
enlighten “every man that
cometh into the world.” (John
1:9) Oh glorious covenant,
luminous with divine love and
wisdom!—Rom. 11:33

Sure and Lasting

God took special care to so
state this covenant repeated-
ly to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and to repeat it through
the prophets, to give us full
assurance that it was abso-
lutely his word on this sub-
ject. But lest this should not
be thought conclusive, God
gave not only his word but
also his oath, that we should
have complete reliance upon,
and the consolation of his
Word. “God, wishing to show
more abundantly to the heirs
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of the promise the immuta-
bility. of his purpose, inter-
posed with an oath; so that
by two unalterable things, in
which it is impossible for God
to deceive, we [the church]
might have strong consolation,
having fled away to lay hold
of the proposed hope, which
we have as an anchor of the
life, both sure and firm, and
entering the place within the
veil, where Jesus, a fore-
runner on our behalf, en-
tered.”—Heb. 6:17-20, Diaglott

Those to whom the Lord
has disclosed his secret, and
the significance of his cove-
nant, should see to it that
these divine favors lead their
hearts to still greater rever-
ence for him. For we may be
assured that if the reverence
is lost the secret will slip
from us, and the covenant be-
come more and more dim.
Where the Spirit of the Lord
has been implanted, there the
increase of knowledge of the
divine secret and covenant
will bring increasing bless-
ings of heart, of mind, and

of daily life. The precious
Holy Scriptures are to be our
daily careful and prayerful
meditation; a divine lamp to
our feet, and light to our
path; a sanctifying influence
in our life, assisting us to be
faithful in all that we shall
be called upon to endure, and
to accomplish, as footstep fol-
lowers of the Master.

Having regard to the very
rich blessings that are be-
stowed upon those who are
obedient to God’s Holy Word,
may we strive more and more
to retain and to cultivate that
true “reverence” for the Lord,
which is not only “the begin-
ning of wisdom,” but also its
end. Through it may we have
the benefit and helpful as-
sistance of all the gracious
provisions which God has
made for the progress in
knowledge and in character
of those who love him. In due
time may we inherit the prom-
ises and share the glories of
our dear Father and his be-
loved Son! ]

@ite

CHILDREN NEED TRAINING

“The religious element of a child’s mind requires special
training, and in this the Christian parent should be his

tutor.””—Volume 6



BRITISH SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

A. BOYCE

Latchford June 6

C. A. CORNELL
(Sat.) June 26

E. T. NADAL

Waelling

Latchford July 11

F. S. WASSMANN, U. S. A,
Dundee June §

Glasgow 6
Dewsbury 7, 8
Latchford 9
Liverpool 10
Aldersbrook © 12,13
Ipswich 15
Welling 16
Aldersbrook 17

Available in Great Britain

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
Full Set of Six Volumes, £1.70.
Volumes I, II, and III, 25p each;

paper bound Volume I only,
13p; Volumes IV, V, and VI,
40p each.

BEREAN QUESTION BOOKS
For Volumes I, II, IIl, 6p each;
Volumes IV, V, and VI, 9p each.
MISCELLANEOUS
PUBLICATIONS
Tabernacle Shadows 20p; The
Book of Books 40p; Behold Your
King (Cloth) 20p, (Paper) 10p;
God’s Promises Come True 80p;
Daily Heavenly Manna 40p;
Songs in the Night 40p; Hymns
of Dawn (with music) 40p,
(words only) 10p; Faith of Qur
Fathers 9p; Hope (Consolation)
Booklet 1p; Diaglott (New Testa-

ment interlineary translation)

£1.00.

THREE NEW PENCE
BOOKLETS

Armageddon, Then World Peace;
Peace Through Christ’s King-
dom; Jesus, the World’s Saviour;
Hope for a Fear-filled World;

Born of the Spirit; The Light
of the World; The Church; Re-
incarnation versus Resurrection;
The Blood of Atonement; Spir-
itualism—Its Claims; Father,Son,
and Holy Spirit; The Future of
Israel and the World; How God
Answers Prayer; Divine Heal-
ing; What Can a Man Believe?;
Life After Death; The Day of
Judgment; Your Adversary the
Devil.

SIX NEW PENCE BOOKLETS
Archeology Proves the Bible;
Israel in History and Prophecy;
Our Lord’s Return; The Grace
of Jehovah; A Royal Nation;
Science and Creation; The King-
dom of God; God and Rea-
son; Hope Beyond the Grave;
Christ’s Thousand Year King-
dom; Creation; When a Man
Dies; The Truth about Hell;
God Has A Plan; God’s Plan;
God’s Plan for Man; When
Pastor Russell Died; Why God
Permits Evil.

DAWN MAGAZINE

Annual Subscription, 30p

The Dawn, 70, Station Road, Gidea Park, Romford, Essex. RM2 8DA.




Talking Things Over

General Convention Nears

EACH year at the General Convention a business meeting
is held in the auditorium which is attended by all present
at the gathering. Among the many matters which are
brought before this meeting for the consideration of the
friends is the important one of choosing those who should
serve on the convention committee for the ensuing year.
In the hands of the brethren so chosen there is placed the
responsibility for handling the many details involved in
arranging for the convention for the following year.

Well before the last farewell has been said at the cur-
rent convention, the newly elected committee members
will have met and set in motion initial plans for the follow-
ing year. They will be taking close note of all matters re-
lated to the convention then in progress, with a view to
making next year’s event even more enjoyable and spir-
itually profitable for those who gather there.

The matters requiring detailed attention by the commit-
tee are numerous. There are the contacts with the univer-
sity authorities relative to the auditorium arrangements,
lighting and public address systems, dormitories for the
friends, medical provision, parking arrangements, dining
facilities, availability and location of lounges for study
groups and vesper services, and many other matters.
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Much thought is given to the selection of an uplifting
theme text and theme song. There is the selection and con-
tacting of speakers to address the convention; chairmen to
direct the day’s program; leaders for young people’s study
classes and recreational groups; appointment of “activities
chairmen” to oversee the taxi service, the usher services,
and other duties, Even the book table arrangements re-
ceive much careful thought.

All is cheerfully done with the single thought of pro-
viding for the spiritual upbuilding and encouragement of
the Lord’s people, while attending to their physical com-
forts as well as may be. A realization of the thought, ener-
gy, and time devoted by the committee to making each
convention spiritually profitable to the Lord’s people will
surely increase our appreciation of the blessings there
provided.

The results of the labors of these brethren in preparation
for the 1971 gathering are now at least partially visible,
for we are able at this time to announce some of the in-
teresting and intriguing highlights of the forthcoming con-
vention which is to be held once more in the beautiful
auditorium of Indiana University at Bloomington, Indiana,
from Saturday, July 31, to Friday, August 5, 1971.

Watch Ye, Stand Fast in the Faith

To start with, a lovely theme text has been selected for
the consideration of the brethren. As we gather each day
in the fine auditorium we will be greeted by a timely mes-
sage from the Apostle Paul, displayed in large letters
above the great stage: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith.”
The theme text in its entirety is taken from Paul’s letter
to the brethren at Corinth, wherein he says: “Watch ye,
stand fast in the faith; quit you like men, be strong. Let
all your things be done with charity.”—I Cor. 16:13-14
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An important part of Paul’s admonition to the church is
to “stand fast in the faith.” In this present evil world in
which we find ourselves, it is evident to all that faith in
God is daily diminishing, even as our Lord foretold: “When
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18:8) But the Lord’s people know how vitally es-
sential is this quality, because “without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder [only] of them that
diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6) Faith is the very basis,
and the only basis, of our relationship with God, and for
our hope of a part in the kingdom. “Being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God.”—Rom. 5:1,2

Just what is this faith in which the apostle urges us to
stand fast? Earlier in the letter from which the theme
text is taken Paul wrote, “And I, brethren, when I came
to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God....And my
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God.”—I Cor. 2:1,4,5

The apostle here sets forth an important principle—that
our faith is not to be founded on traditions or on the per-
suasible (margin) arguments of men, but in the truth that
comes to us from his Word by the power of God. And in
that truth in all its purity, and for that truth, we are to
stand firm, even as Jude states, “Ye should earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.”—Jude 3

-‘Among the interesting features of the convention are
the symposiums in which brethren from various parts of
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the country take part. This year there will be three such
presentations, with thoughts drawn from the theme text.
The first of these will be concerned w1th the one word,
“Watch.”

For three-and-a-half years our Lord had been preaching
the glorious message of the kingdom of God, in which the
resurrected world of mankind will have an opportunity to
enjoy an everlasting life of peace and happiness. The dis-
ciples were very anxious to know when that wonderful
kingdom would be established, and asked Jesus, “When
shall these things be, and what shall be the sign of thy
coming [presence], and of the end of the world [age]?” In
reply, the Lord described various events that would occur,
and which would mark his presence at the end of the age.
—Matt. 24:3

But the Lord gave the disciples no date for these things.
He said plainly, “Of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” (Matt.
24:36) He did, however, tell them what they must do. He
said, “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come.” (Matt. 24:42) And by watching, the Lord’s
people have been blessed. By watching, they have seen the
evidence of his presence in the increase of knowledge, in
the running to and fro of mankind, in the thickening
clouds of the time of trouble. And they know, therefore,
that the establishment of the kingdom is near.

~ An important part of our watching will be in seizing op-
portunities to assist or to comfort the brethren, in what-
ever manner possible. Just before his death at the hands of
his enemies Jesus said to Peter, James, and John, “My
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye
here, and watch with me.” In that dark hour the Lord dear-
ly desired the company and fellowship of his three closest
friends. But they were overtaken with weariness and fell
asleep. After communing apart from his disciples with his
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Heavenly Father “he cometh to the disciples, and findeth
them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not
wateh with me one hour?”’—Matt. 26:38-40

We are also to keep watch in another sense—we are to
watch, or be careful of, the words we speak. “Set a watch,
O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips,” the
psalmist says. (Ps. 141:3) And how careful we should be
in this matter! How difficult it is, at every moment of
every day, to master that small member of our physical
bodies! “The tongue is a fire,” James says, “a world of
iniquity: ... it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire
the course of nature....Qut of the same mouth proceed-
eth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought
not so o be.” (James 3:5, 6, 10) But our Lord points us to
the very source of the problem. He says, “Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” (Matt. 12:34)
The way, then, to gain control over our tongues is to purify
our hearts. For if our hearts are pure, so will our words
be pure, and kind, and upbuilding.

Standing Fast in the Faith As to Doctrine

The second symposium will deal with the theme text
from the standpoint of standing fast doctrinally in the
faith, as did all of God’s servants from the beginning. One
of these was Moses, to whose authorship the 90th Psalm is
ascribed. In this psalm Moses reveals his understanding
that God is without a beginning and without end, ‘“even
from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” He sets
forth what is probably the briefest statement in the Bible,
embracing in a dozen words the entire scope of man’s des-
tiny from the time of his condemnation in the Garden of
Eden to the end of the times of restitution. He says, ‘“Thou
turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children
of men.” (Ps. 90:3) He sets forth the teaching that ‘“the
wages of sin is death.” “Thou hast set our iniquities before
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thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. For
all our days pass away under thy wrath, our years come to
an end like a sigh.”—Ps. 90:3, 8,9 RSV

The Prophet Elijah, at the risk of his life, rebuked King
Ahab hecause he forsook the commandments of the Lord
and followed after Baal. Elijah knew and fearlessly taught
that there was but one true God, and that he only should
be worshiped. Faced with a decree signed by King Darius
prohibiting petitions to any god save Darius himself, Daniel
boldly threw open the windows of his chamber and in full
view of his enemies went down upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God.

Nor was our Lord one to make concessions as to the
fruth in order to avoid opposition and persecution. He con-
stantly and fearlessly preached the Gospel of the kingdom,
knowing full well that it would finally bring about his cru-
cifixion. When Peter suggested that he not expose himself
to being taken, and crucified, the Lord rebuked him. His
entire ministry was devoted to setting forth the principles
of the truth of God’s Word—the principles of love and
righteousness and, for his followers, of sacrificial suffer-
ing—that others might be blessed.

After Pentecost, the spirit-begotten apostles resolutely
set their feet in the course laid out by their Master. Paul
exhorted Timothy to “follow the pattern of the sound
words which you have heard from me, in the faith and
love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has
been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit . . [which] dwells
within us.”—II Tim. 1:13, 14, RSV

To the Philippian brethren he wrote, “Let your conversa-
tion [manner of life] be as it becometh the gospel of Christ;
...that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel; . . . for unto you it is
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him,
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but also to suffer for his sake.” (Phil. 1:27, 29) In “standing
fast” in the discharge of their commission to preach and
uphold the truth of the Gospel, they suffered hunger,
seourgings, imprisonment, and death.

"Be Strong”

The final symposium will deal with the apostle’s admo-
nition to “he strong.” One of the principal sources of the
Christian’s strength is the Holy Spirit; but to partake of
that strength one must first be begotten of the Spirit.
Thereafter, that same Spirit that leads one in the path of
sacrifice also strengthens him. It does this by opening the
eyes of our understanding to the beauties of God’s plan
of salvation; by calling to mind the many promises of the
Heavenly Father to watch over his children; by reminding
the Lord’s people of the great and precious promises
whereby they shall be made partakers of the divine nature;
by calling attention to the fulfilment of the prophetic
Word.

We are also assured that the Lord’s angels watch over
and guard us. Paul speaks of these as “ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva-
tion.” (Hebh. 1:14) The heirs of salvation here mentioned
are those who are following in the steps of Jesus, and who
shall inherit the ‘“great salvation” to immortality and heir-
ship with their Lord in the kingdom. “Because thou hast
made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High,
thy habhitation, there shall no evil befall thee,...for he
shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all
thy ways.”—Ps. 91:9, 11

How wonderfully the Lord remembered this promise
when Daniel was cast into the den of lions because of his
loyalty to Jehovah God! The king, safe in his own luxurious
palace, surrounded by his guards, spent a sleepless night;
but Daniel, in the den of lions, trusting in his God, was
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calm and unmoved. The following morning, when the king
approached the den “he cried with a lamentable voice unto
Daniel,” who quickly reassured the king. “Then said Daniel
unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his
angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not
hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in
me.”—Dan. 6:20, 21

At the time when Herod was persecuting the Early
Church, to please the Jews, “he killed James the brother
of John with the sword,” and also seized Peter, and threw
him into prison. Peter apparently was kept in prison for
some time, during which period the brethren prayed for
him to the Father “without ceasing.” In the night preced-
ing the morning when Herod planned to bring Peter forth,
to deliver him to the Jews, we read that “Peter was sleep-
ing between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the
keepers before the door kept the prison.”

It was at this point that the angel of the Lord awakened
Peter, released his chains, led him forth from the prison,
and departed. “And when Peter was come to himself, he
said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.” (Acts
12:1-11) These same powerful angels of the Lord are even
today watching vigilantly over all those who have made
the Lord, the most High God, their refuge and habitation.

Yes, the Lord has truly made ample provision whereby
we may be strengthened in the narrow way. But he ex-
pects each one to do for himself what he can, especially
those here at the end of the age to whom so much has
heen given. The apostle warns that “the night is far spent,
the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.”—
Rom. 13:12
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The dark night of the time of trouble upon the world is
deepening about us, and the Adversary is increasing his
attacks on the followers of the Lord. Paul’s words seem
particularly applicable to the conditions at this end of the
age when he says, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”

Then Paul tells us precisely of what this essential Chris-
tian armor consists: “Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: praying al-
ways with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints.” (Eph. 6:14-18) Wearing this heaven-wrought
armor, we shall surely be able to stand!

Panel Discussion

There will also be a panel discussion on the latter part
of the theme text; namely, “Let all your things be done
with charity [love]l.”” The Revised Standard Version renders
this passage, “Let all that you do be done in love.” How
concisely this summarizes and puts in proper perspective
what has gone before; and how fittingly! For no matter
how diligently one might watch; no matter how firmly one
might stand in the faith; no matter how otherwise strong,
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if the moving spirit behind all one’s efforts were a single
jot less than that of love, the entire effort would prove
fruitless. “Though I speak with the tongues of men and
of angels, ... and understand all mysteries, and all knowl-
edge; and though I have all faith, ... and though I bestow
all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body
to be burned and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.”
—I Cor. 13:1-3

It will not, of course, be possible for the panel to explore
the many facets of this beautiful, endless subject in the
time allotted, but it will surely engage the close attention
of all who listen.

In addition to the foregoing assigned topics there will
be numerous discourses on subjects of the speakers’ own
choice. There will also be a baptismal talk followed by an
immersion service, which never fails to inspire the breth-
ren to a rededication of their lives to the service of the
Lord, as they welcome the incoming brethren to fellow-
ship in the body of Christ. There will be a meeting to which
the public will be invited, at which a suitable television
film will be shown. There will be testimony meetings, with-
out which no convention is complete, and which are, often,
the high point of the convention for many of the brethren.
And in one of the beautiful lounges several vesper services
will be conducted in which many of the friends, young and
old, will take part, and which provide such a pleasant end-
ing to the already full day of blessings.

Blessings on Blessings!

We pray that the foregoing suggests some of the rich
blessings in store for those who attend the convention in
August. Indeed, one wonders how there could be more!
But there will, indeed, be blessings in addition to those we
have so briefly outlined above. They are very important
blessings, for they are the ones that will be brought to the
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convention by you yourself, and by the other brethren
from many parts of the land. They come under the head-
ing of fellowship, and take the form of smiling faces and
happy greetings; a sharing of luncheon hours and Bible
truths; visits with friends old and friends new.

In this matter of fellowship the 1971 convention will be
different from any that has gone before, or will ever come
hereafter. This is not to say that the fellowship enjoyed
at past conventions has been wanting. But it means that it
will be different in that some who have fellowshiped with
us at past conventions will be absent, for the Lord has
called them home. It will be different in that there will be
brethren at the 1971 convention who have never attended
one before. Let us be there to give them a hearty greeting!
And finally, it will be different, again somewhat sadly, be-
cause there will be brethren at the 1971 convention who
will not be present at later conventions. The Lord will
have called them to their reward. Let us be there, then, to
fellowship with all the brethren, and by our presence he a
blessing to all who are striving to follow in our Master’s
steps. Until then, Watch ye! 0

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

JUNE 3—“The heavens declare
the glory of God, and the firma-
ment showeth His handiwork.
Day unto day uttereth speech,
and night unto night showeth
knowledge. There is no speech,
there are no words, their voice
is not heard; but their melody
extendeth through all the earth,
and to the end of the world
their words.”—Psalm 19:14 (Z.
’95-121 Hymn 283)

JUNE 10—“Lord, teach us to
pray.”—Luke 11:1 (Z. *95-218
Hymn 241)

TALKING THINGS OVER

JUNE 17—“Who may abide the
day of His coming? and who
shall stand when He appeareth?
for He is like a refiner’s fire,
... and He shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver.”—Malachi
3:2,3 (Z. °96-45 Hymn 197)

JUNE 24—If children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ, if so be that
we suffer with Him, that we
may be also glorified together.”
—Romans 8:17 (Z. *96-151 Hymn
281)
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Encouraging Letters

A Mind Saved
Dear “Frank and Ernest”: I
have listened to you folks

broadcast in Columbus, and it
has helped me a lot. You never
knew it but your little books
helped to save my mind when
my twenty-nine year old son
was Kkilled in an automobile ac-
cident fourteen years ago.
Please send me the booklet,
“Armageddon, Then World
Peace.” May God bless you for
doing his work.—Ohio

Enjoys Listening

Dear Dawn Friends: Thanks
very much for sending the
books which I requested. I have
been reading them and they
have brought to light some
things in the Word of God
which the world has twisted to
suit themselves. I find that as
a Christian I need to study to
show myself “approved unto
God.” I am happy to report to
you I have found that lasting
peace and happiness only
found in Jesus. I enjoy listen-
ing to “Frank and Ernest”
every Sunday morning, and I
really get lasting pleasure out
of your study of the Word of
God. “Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways, and again I say, Rejoice.”
—Waest Indies
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They “Fit in"

Dear Brethren: Please renew
my subscription to The Dawn.
Many of your articles continue
to amaze me the way they fit
in at just the right time to help
solve problems and answer
questions and give comfort and
hope during trials. They cer-
tainly are a great blessing to
many people who truly love the
Heavenly Father.~—New York

A Help to Youth

I would like to take this op-
portunity to tell of my satisfac-
tion in reading The Dawn. It
has such a great insight into
the teachings of the Bible. At
age sixteen I find this a very
important time in which I feel
I need much guidance which I
so often cannot obtain from
those closest to me.—Missis-
sippi

Wants the Whole Truth

Dear Sirs: I listen to your
program as often as I can. I
receive it over channel 13. It is
a most inspiring program, and
although I have heard many
great messages and sermons, I
must say that your frank and
open discussions have been
more gnlightening -to me than
these. Thank you for your con-
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cern for the uncnlightened pub-
lic. I know that through Christ
vou have been most helpful to
nie in my quest for God’s com-
plete plan of salvation and
hope for mankind as a whole.
May God continue to bless you
with his great storehouse of
knowledge.—Maryland

Spiritval Good

Dear “Frank and Ernest”: A
few Sundays ago I heard your
discussion over the radio. Your
program interested me very
much. I feel that your program
has plenty of spiritual good and
is a great help to the under-
standing of the Bible.—~West
Indies

Thrilled

Dear Sirs: I have received
three copies of The Dawn, and
the pamphlet, “Three Keys to
the Bible.” I have never been
taught like this before about
Christ’s kingdom, and as Iread
God’s Word in this light is just
thrills my soul. I thank you so
much.—Ohio

Will See Her Again

Dear Sirs: Please send me a
copy of “God and Reason” I
wish to tell you how good that
little “Hope” booklet has been
and how it has helped me
through the death of my little
girl. I know now that there is
a reason why it happened. 1
know that I will see her again
and hold her in my arms and
love her and take care of her.
Thank you again.—Pennsylvania

Glad to Co-operate

Dear Christian Friends: En-
closed are six names to which
please send The Dawn for one
vear. I thank God for this privi-
lege and opportunity to help in
spreading the glorious Gospel
of our Lord. I am sure he will
continue to bless you good
brethren and the wonderful
Bible Answers programs you
sponsor. I am sure that these
programs must be accomplish-
ing much for they make the
Scriptures plain and simple,
and much easier understood.
We are very grateful and thank-
ful for them.—Kentucky 0

FOUR-MINUTE PROGRAMS NOT CONTINUING

Due to a number of circumstances, including a poor
mail response, it has been decided not to renew the
contract for the 4-minute Bible Answers programs. The
present contract will expire about June 15,



Speakers’ Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn.
Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to Dawn
Bible Siudents Association, East Rutherford, N. J A visit will be arranged
when possible.

PANTEL HATGIS GEORGE PASSIOS

Corinth, Greece June 1-4  Allentown, Pa. June 13
Patras 57

Kerkyra (Corfu) 9-11 HARRY PASSIOS
Yiannena Epyrus 12-13 San Luis Obispo, Calif. June 1}
Arta Camvase 1518 |65 Angeles, Caiif. Area 2-6
Peloponesos Camvase Bakersfield, Calif. 7
Karytena 20-22 Fresno, Calif. 8
gsi:}om zz:zg San Francisco, Calif. 9,10
Corinth 28.30 Sacramento, Calif. 11-13
Chico, Calif. 14
G. M. JEUCK Lebanon, Oreg. 16
New Haven, Conn. June 20 Salem, Oreg. 17
Waterbury, Conn. 20 The Dalles, Oreg. 18
Portland, Oreg. 2
G. O. JEUCK Tacoma, Wash, 21
Baltimore, Md. June 1 Bremerton, Wosh. 29
:i:l’r\:(l)kn,d,Vo\;o. § Seattle, Wash. 23
Victoria, B. C. 24
A. H. KRUMPOLT Duncan, B. C. 25
Boltimore, Md. June 6 Vancouver, B. C. 27
Philadelphia, Pa. 6 Chico, Calif. 29
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LEO POST Dewsbury, England 7,8

Soyville, N. Y. June 6  Latchford, England (]
' Liverpool, England 10
‘ STE.PHEN ROSKIEWICZ Aldersbrook, England 12,13
Indianapolis, Ind. June 23 Ipswich, England 15
Oklahoma City, Okla. 25 Welli Enaland 6
Phoenix, Ariz. 30 elling. Englan
: Aldersbrook, England 17
F. 5. WASSMANN

Dundee, Scotland June & C. R. WEIDA

Glasgow, Scotland 6 York, Pa. June 20

A GIFT SUGGESTION

"Songe n the Might”

As the title of this book suggests, its texts and com-
ments are intended as evening meditation. Unlike
the “Manna’ book, “Songs in the Night” does
not contain blank pages for birthday records. This
book of meditation has been enjoyed by thousands.

“Songs in the Night” is beautifully bound in blue
cloth, and priced at $1.00.

THE DAWN  East Rutherford New Jersey 07073

HIS EARTHLY COURSE FINISHED

Brother W. T. Baker, for several years a pilgrim under
the auspices of the Dawn, finished his earthly course.
He was an “old-timer” who served at headquarters six-
ty years ago, and had been active in various phases of
the harvest work.



Conventions

JACKSON, MICH., June 5, 6—IOCF
Hall, 789 Woodworth Rd. Mrs, Ray
Lumley, 2531 Ashton Rd.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., June 6—2601
Fillmore St., N. E. Mrs. C. R. New-
hom, 678 40th Ave., N. E.

COLUMBUS, OHIO, June 13—N. W.
Gardens, Independence Hall, N W,
Blvd, & N. Siar Rd. Mrs. Lois Smith,
4294 Eilery Drive.

GARY, IND., June 13—Highland High
School, 9135 Erie St., Highland, Ind.
Mrs, Esther Ledwinka, 5825 Nichol-
son Rd., Merrillville, Ind.

WATERBURY, CONN., June 13—
Waterbury Girls’ Club, 35 Park
Place, Miss Anna Tsimonis, 227 Wil-
low St

SILVER CREEK, NEBR., June 19, 20—
Strickland Farm, near Silver Creek.
Mr. Henry H. Strickland, R.F.D. 1,
Box 190.

CINCINNAT{, OHIO, June 20—Broth-
erhood of Railway Clerks Bldg.,
Court and Vine Sts. Mrs. Edith M.
Harp, 3908 S. Madison Ave.

CHICAGO, ILL., June 27—Masonic
Temple, 5352 W. Chicago Ave. Mr.
Albert Sheppelbaum, 5739 S. Nor-
mandy Ave.

DETROIT, MICH,, July 3-5—Armenian
Cultural Bldg., 22011 Northwestern
Highway, Southfield, Mich. Mr. Frank
Niemczok, 18937 Murray Hill.

LOS ANGELES, CALIF, July 3-5—
New Location: Downey Community
Threatre, 8441 E. Firestone Blvd.,
Downey, Calif. {between Lakewood
& Downey Rd.) Mr. A. W. Abraham-
sen, 710 S. Hobart Blvd., Apt. 207,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90005

WINNIPEG, MAN., July 14-18—
Canodian  Mid-West Bible Students
Convention. 1301 Lee Blvd., carner
of Waverley & Lee Blvd. Mr. Frank
Baychuk, 263 Moray St.

CLEVELAND, OHIO, July 18
NEW YORK, N. Y., Sept. 4.6
SAN DIEGO, CALIF,, Sept. 4.6

SEATTLE, WASH., Sept. 4.6

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
July 31—August 5
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RESERVATION FORM
BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Indiana University, Blcomington, Indiana

July 31—August 5, ‘1971

Put an X in each day’s square for which you will require lodging:

‘ Aug;
5

July Aug.
k3] 1

. Aug.

2

' July
30

_Aug. \ Aug.
3 4

Each night of lodging will provide meals as follows:

July 30: Lodging and breakfast’ v

July 31—August 4: Lunch, supper, lodging, breakfast

August 5: VLuhch, supper, lodging, (breakfast extra) '
Write below the name of the person making the reservation
and the address to which the confirmation is to be sent:

Nanie:

Number and Street:

City, State, and Zip code:

Names of all of the other persons included in this reservation:
(Give age if 18 years old or less)

SPECIAL NEEDS BECAUSE OF PHYSICAL CONDITION:




If a group of guests wish to be assigned to rooms near each
other, the reservation forms of all persons involved must be
sent together and the sharing for twin rooms should be given.

RATES

The charge for the whole period from lodging July 30
through lodging on August 5 (breakfast on Friday, August 6
not included) will be:
Twin bedded Room, per person:

Adults: $48.30

"Ghildren: (2 through 6 years) $26.50

Children: (7 through 18 years) $37.30

Children attending the convention for the full week will be

charged only HALF the listed rate.
Single Room: Adults only, $57.80
Breakfast on Friday morning, August 6, is not included in

the full-time charge. It is optional, cost 75¢, and should be
arranged for at the time of checking into Teter Quadrangle.

DAILY RATES

Twin bedded Room, per person:

Adults: $7.00 per day plus $1.00 for first day

Children: (2 through 6 years), $4.00 per day plus 50¢ for

first day

Children: (7 through 18 years), $5.80 per day plus 50¢ for

first day
Single Room: Adults only, $8.80 per day

The minimum charge is for one night's lodging and three
meals, except as noted under July 30 and August 5.
There will be a service charge of $1.00 for all reservations that
are made after the beginning of the convention at noon, July 31
This will apply only to those persons who have not made
reservation prior to that date.

All prices subject to 2% sales tax.
Send this reservation request to:

CONFERENCE BUREAU, INDIANA UNIVERSITY
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA



The first of these keys” to the Bible was written more than seventy-
five years ago, the last in 1904, They continue to be the outstanding
text books on the Bible for our day.

: \ Studles
I in the
Seriptures

©® THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES

CLOTH, 7B CENTS: PAPER, 5O CENTS
® THETIME IS AT HAND

CLOTH, 78 CENTS

® THY KINGDOM COME

CLOTH, 78 CENTS

SIX VOLUMES

OVER 3,000 PAGES ©® THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
CLOTH BOUND CLOTH, 8125
$5()_0 ©® THEATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN
PER SET CLOTH, 81.258

©® THE NEW CREATION

CLOTH. $1.258

Question Books for the Volumes;
VOLUMES 1-3, 10 CENTSB8 EACH;
VOLUMES 4-8, 13 CENTS EACH

N3
e S Qyelow
ovt

TABERNACLE DAILY
SHADOWS HEAVENLY
MANNA
CLOTH
BOUND, B50¢ CLOTH BOUND, $1.00
Presents the significance Contains a Bible text and
of the sacrificial services comment for every day;
of the tabernacle erected ruled pages for birthday
by Moses. records.
Send your order today to:
DAWN PUBLICATIONS - EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 07073

\— J




To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH...

That the church is “the temple of the living God”—pecuiiarly “his
workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished,
God’s blessings shall come ““to all people,” and they find access to him.
—I Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last of
these “living stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact that
“Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man,” “a
ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; ! Tim.
2:5,6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him
as he is,” be a “partaker of the divine nature,” and share his glory as
his joint-heir—I John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; || Pet, 1:4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace; to be
God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev, 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ’s millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35
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