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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

The cover page of the June 10th edition of Time
magazine, except for its name and two lines of white
print, was, at first glance, simply a large rectangle of
ominous black. Closer scrutiny, however, revealed
one large word superimposed in even darker black.
The word was E V I L .
The article it announced was intriguing, and present-
ed well a description of the myriad shapes, and sizes ,
and intensities of evil that have dogged the heels of
man since the very dawn of history, and still con-
tinues to do so.
The question of the ages —WHY?—was reiterated i n
its many forms, couched in the writings of philoso-
phers and theologians, past and present . Should
Evil—morally and catastrophically—be considered a
normal or an abnormal experience? Is Good or Evil a
human responsibility, or God's? If "God is all-power-
ful," and "God is all-good," why do "terrible things
happen "?
The author projected well the rationale that, since
man does not understand the problem, he cannot se e
the answer. How strikingly the cover page depicted
this fact. Behind the large word, "E V I L," was noth-
ing but blackness . . . .

Why Does God Permit Evil ?
"Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it : for in the day thou eatest thereof

thou shalt surely die."—Genesis 2:1 7

W
HY DOESN'T GOD do something about all the suffer -

ing that is in the world today? This question is aske d
in time of war when cities are destroyed, and the young ,
the old, the infants, the righteous, the wicked, the believers
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and the unbelievers perish because of man's inhumanity to
man . It is asked by those who experience or observe suffer -
ing on beds of sickness . Why does God allow an innocen t
baby to sicken and die? Why does he permit the unrigh-
teous to prosper, while his own faithful people often exper -
ience hardships?

Then there are those who are killed or maimed by up-
heavals of nature such as tornadoes, cyclones, typhoons ,
and earthquakes and, most recently, the Bangladesh hor-
ror—cannot God do something about this? When we rea d
of hundreds being killed in automobile accidents over a
single weekend, the question arises concerning this ter-
rible loss of life, "Has God no pity?" There are countles s
situations in which man, who was created in the image of
God, experiences suffering, and, of course, finally death .

And as we know, this situation is not limited to ou r
generation, nor is it confined to one part of the earth ; it is
universal . As far back as history reaches, man has suf-
fered and died in war, in pestilence, in famine, i n
calamities . And all in every generation have finally died ,
having been beaten down by the great enemy, Death.
Abel, a son of Adam, whose sacrifice was pleasing to th e
LORD, was the first to suffer and die, being murdered b y
his brother, Cain . Today, nearly two hundred thousand
humans die every twenty-four hours . Our hospitals and
mental institutions are filled with the suffering and dying .
No wonder many are wondering where God is, and wha t
he is doing about the distresses of his human creatures .

Job Seeks the Answer
The question of why God permits evil is not a new one ;

it has been asked by thinking men and women throughout
the ages. Thousands of years ago a faithful servant o f
God, named Job, became personally concerned with dis-
covering the meaning of his own suffering . The record o f
this is found in a book of the Bible which bears Job's
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name . The first verse of this book informs us that Job was
an upright man who feared God and shunned sin .

To begin with, Job was a prosperous man, abundantl y
blessed by the LORD along material lines . The record is
that "his substance . . . was seven thousand sheep, an d
three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen ,
and five hundred she asses, and a very great household ;
so that this man was the greatest of all the men of th e
east ." (Job 1 :3) Job was also blessed with a large family ,
and he desired that they too should be blessed by the
LORD . Job prayed for his family, and offered sacrifices ,
because, as he said, "It may be that my sons have sinned ,
and cursed God in their hearts ." (vss . 4,5) Job felt, ap-
parently, that in the event that his sons had sinned, his
prayers on their behalf would be heard and favorably an-
swered.

But experiences were ahead for Job for which he wa s
not wholly prepared . Satan, the great adversary of Go d
and men, charged that this servant of the LORD was loya l
to God only because his loyalty had been bought by th e
abundance of good things with which the LORD ha d
blessed him . In answer to this charge God permitte d
Satan to inflict calamities upon Job to test his fidelity . God
had no doubt about the outcome of this trial, and in his
wisdom knew that any temporary suffering he permitte d
to come into Job's life would, in the end, prove to be a
great blessing to him .

And Job did experience great trouble . The record
states: "There was a day when his sons and his daughter s
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother' s
house: and there came a messenger unto Job, and said ,
The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding besid e
them : and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took the m
away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge o f
the sword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee .
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, an d
said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hat h
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calamities . And all in every generation have finally died ,
having been beaten down by the great enemy, Death .
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name. The first verse of this book informs us that Job wa s
an upright man who feared God and shunned sin .

To begin with, Job was a prosperous man, abundantl y
blessed by the LORD along material lines . The record is
that "his substance . . . was seven thousand sheep, and
three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen ,
and five hundred she asses, and a very great household ;
so that this man was the greatest of all the men of th e
east ." (Job 1 :3) Job was also blessed with a large family ,
and he desired that they too should be blessed by th e
LORD . Job prayed for his family, and offered sacrifices ,
because, as he said, "It may be that my sons have sinned ,
and cursed God in their hearts ." (vss . 4,5) Job felt, ap-
parently, that in the event that his sons had sinned, hi s
prayers on their behalf would be heard and favorably an-
swered.

But experiences were ahead for Job for which he wa s
not wholly prepared . Satan, the great adversary of God
and men, charged that this servant of the LORD was loya l
to God only because his loyalty had been bought by th e
abundance of good things with which the LORD ha d
blessed him. In answer to this charge God permitte d
Satan to inflict calamities upon Job to test his fidelity . God
had no doubt about the outcome of this trial, and in hi s
wisdom knew that any temporary suffering he permitte d
to come into Job's life would, in the end, prove to be a
great blessing to him .

And Job did experience great trouble . The record
states : "There was a day when his sons and his daughter s
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother' s
house : and there came a messenger unto Job, and said ,
The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding besid e
them : and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took the m
away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge o f
the sword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee .
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, an d
said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hat h
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burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed
them ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee . While he
was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Th e
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the
camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the
servants with the edge of the sword ; and I only am es-
caped alone to tell thee . While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daugh-
ters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest
brother's house: and, behold, there came a great win d
from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they ar e
dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee ."—Job
1 :13-1 9

Job Still Loyal
Job's reaction to these evil tidings was : "Naked came I

out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I retur n
thither : the LORD gave, and the LORD bath taken away ;
blessed be the name of the LORD." We read that "in al l
this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly ." (vss . 21 ,
22) Then God permitted further troubles to come upo n
Job. His health was taken away . He was smitten with
"boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown . And he
took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal ; and he sa t
down among the ashes ." Then Job's wife turned agains t
him and said, "Curse God, and die ." To this Job replied ,
"Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh .
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, an d
shall we not receive evil?"—Job 2 :9,1 0

Job did not turn away from God when trouble cam e
upon him, as so many throughout the ages have done .
His chief concern was to know why God permitted him t o
be afflicted with such bitter experiences, and throughou t
his book we find evidences of his search for this under -
standing . After Job was stricken down with disease, thre e
of his friends visited him for the purpose of giving corn -
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fort . Later in the book we are informed that these three
did not speak the truth concerning God, implying that th e
viewpoints they expressed to Job were not correct .—Job
42 : 7

There is chapter after chapter of philosophizing on the
part of Job and his three friends . But what it all amounts
to is that, according to Job's friends, he was suffering be -
cause he had committed some gross sins which he was
hiding from them, and for which he had not repented an d
sought God 's forgiveness . Job, of course, knew that he
was not perfect, but he also knew that he had not willfull y
transgressed God's laws, so he was not willing to accep t
this explanation .

Why do evil men prosper?

Besides, Job knew that, while as a servant of God he
was now suffering, frequently evil men prospered, an d
apparently escaped the evils that come upon so many. So
in answer to his friends he said: "Wherefore do the wick-
ed live, become old, yea, are mighty in power? Their
seed is established in their sight with them, and their off-
spring before their eyes . Their houses are safe from fear ,
neither is the rod of God upon them. Their bull gen-
dereth, and faileth not ; their cow calveth, and casteth no t
her calf . They send forth their little ones like a flock, an d
their children dance . They take the timbrel and harp, and
rejoice at the sound of the organ . They spend their days
in wealth [Margin, 'in mirth], and in a moment go dow n
to the grave [without suffering a long, painful illness] ." —
Job 21 :7-13

While Job knew that the explanation offered by hi s
friends was not the true one, yet he did not understan d
why God was allowing him to suffer so severely . In a
beautiful, poetic manner he describes his search for a n
understanding of God in the light of his own experiences ,
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saying, "Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; an d
backward, but I cannot perceive him : on the left hand ,
where he doth work, but I cannot behold him : he hideth
himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him ; but he
knoweth the way that I take : when he hath tried me, I
shall come forth as gold ."—Job 23 :8-10

Job realized that there was a divine purpose for his
being tried so severely, but he had not yet discovered tha t
purpose . He also knew that if he maintained his integrit y
before God he would pass the test successfully, an d
would "come forth as gold ." Job's wife wanted him t o
curse God, but he knew this would be foolish. In all ages
there have been those professed believers who, when af-
fliction came upon them, have wondered where God was ,
and what he was doing to protect their interests. Many
such have even turned against God .

God's Reply
Beginning with Chapter 38 of the remarkable Book o f

Job we find the LORD's answer to Job's searching . This
answer is couched largely in question form . The many
questions were designed to remind Job that he reall y
knew very little about God, and because of his limited
knowledge in every field where the LORD manifests him -
self, he should not be surprised at failing to comprehend
fully why he was being permitted to suffer .

And is this not an important viewpoint for us to keep in
mind? When we ask why God doesn't do something abou t
human suffering, are we not assuming that if God had th e
intelligence we possess he certainly would do something ?
And then, perhaps, if we do not see our wishes carrie d
out, we may tend to doubt that there is a God . Should we
find ourselves guilty of such unreasoning, it would be wel l
to consider the questions which God asked Job .

There are four chapters of these questions . They al l
concern the wonders of God's creation . God asks Job if
he was present when he laid the foundations of the earth ;
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if he understood the laws by which the tides of the se a
were controlled . He asks him about the instincts an d
habits of the various birds and animals, and even of the
great monsters of the sea . Then Job is asked if he can
explain the wisdom and power that are represented i n
these marvels of creation .

As the questioning proceeds, Job interrupts and says ,
"Behold, I am vile ; what shall I answer thee? I will la y
mine hand upon my mouth . Once have I spoken ; but I
will not answer : yea, twice; but I will proceed no further . "
(Job 40:4,5) In Job's expression, "Behold, I am vile," the
meaning of the Hebrew word translated vile is, accordin g
to Prof . Strong, literally, 'swift, small, sharp' . Apparently
Job was acknowledging to the LORD that he had spoke n
too quickly ; that his viewpoint was too limited, and that i t
was voiced too sharply .

Important Lesson for Al l
Job was already beginning to understand his own

proper position before the LORD; that it was not for him
to judge God according to his own limited understanding ,
and then so freely to speak his opinions when he reall y
knew little about the matter . This is also a good lesson for
all of us . The basic fact is that the world is filled with evil .
It is not for us to lose faith in God because of this, or even
to criticize him . Our proper attitude should be one o f
humility, and of earnestly seeking the answer to our ques -
tions from the only proper source, which is the Word o f
God .

God's questions continued, and eventually Job spoke
again, and said, "I know that thou canst do everything ,
and that no thought can be withholden from thee . Who is
he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore hav e
I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful fo r
me, which I knew not . Hear, I beseech thee, and I wil l
speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.
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I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear : but now
mine eye seeth thee ."—Job 42 :2-5

Job finally learned the meaning of his severe trial . He
learned that its loving purpose was to give him a clearer
understanding of God, that he might serve him mor e
faithfully and with greater appreciation . He speaks of this
clearer understanding as 'seeing' the LORD, instead o f
merely having heard about him. Since he had gained
such wealth of understanding, Job's brief period of suffer -
ing must have seemed to him to have been a most valu-
able experience.

Besides restoring Job's health, we read that "the LOR D
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning : for
he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousan d
camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousan d
she asses. He had also seven sons and three daughters . .
. . And in all the land were no women found as fair as the
daughters of Job : and their father gave them inheritance
among their brethren ."—Job 42 :12-1 5

An Illustratio n
God 's design in the general permission of evil through -

out the ages was, and is, the same as in the case of Job .
He created Adam a perfect human, in his own image .
Being in the image of God implied an ability to reason .
One of the questions which God asked Job was, "Who
hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who bath give n
understanding to the heart?" (Job 38 :36) It was the Cre-
ator who had endowed Adam with the ability, throug h
the process of reasoning, to attain knowledge and wis-
dom . This was in contrast to what we call instinct, whic h
had been given to the lower animals .

But God did not miraculously implant knowledge upo n
Adam's brain cells with the intention that he would ar-
bitrarily be governed by this knowledge . God did not
desire his human creation to be like robots, which mov e
about mechanically and without any sense of unde r
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standing . Man was given the ability to learn, and was fre e
to govern himself by the knowledge he attained . What
man would do with this knowledge was ultimately t o
determine his eternal destiny .

Man acquires knowledge through his five senses . He
learns from observation, which is the exercise of his sense
of sight . He learns from what he hears . Here the sense o f
hearing is the `antenna', which collects information . Man
feels pain when he comes in contact with boiling water ,
and learns by experience to temper the water he uses fo r
internal and external purposes . Man smells the fragranc e
of a rose and is delighted by it, but turns in revolt whe n
his sense of smell detects the presence of unpleasan t
odors . Man rejoices in the taste of wholesome food, bu t
learns to avoid the eating of unpalatable things, eve n
though his sense of sight might indicate they are beautiful .

Thus we see that in the exercise of his five senses man
learns from information communicated to him through
observation, and through experience . According to the
dictionary, man also acquires knowledge throug h
`intuition', but this is not strictly true, because the so -
called intuition of man is based upon information alread y
at hand . God alone possesses the ability to acquire an d
develop knowledge entirely independent of all outsid e
sources. The knowledge acquired by man through hi s
claimed intuitive ability is trifling and worthless .

If man was to continue as a faithful child of God it wa s
essential that he receive a knowledge of evil as well as o f
good, that he might be able to make an intelligent choic e
between the two . God desires those to worship him who
"worship him in spirit and in truth," Jesus said . (John
4:23, 24) God does not desire blind worship, but a fidelit y
to, and trust in him which is based upon understandin g
and appreciation . The accomplishment of this in connec-
tion with Adam and his offspring is one of the major ob-
jectives of the permission of evil in the great divine plan
of human salvation from sin and death .
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Experience . . .
the all-important facto r

Right and wrong, as principles, are established by
divine law. The world today is filled with crime, chaos ,
and suffering because God's laws, his standards of righ t
and wrong, are ignored and denied . While man was en-
dowed with a conscience, the conscience itself is no t
aware of what is right and what is wrong unless it is fur-
nished with this information from an authoritative source ,
which in the world today is the Word of God, the Bible .

Knowing that Adam possessed the ability to understan d
facts which were communicated to him, God placed a test
of obedience upon his human son, defining the law whic h
was involved . The Creator had provided our first parent s
with a wonderful home "eastward in Eden," possessin g
"every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good fo r
food ." (Gen . 2:8,9) There were the trees of life, an d
another which is described as "the tree of the knowledg e
of good and evil ." The LORD commanded Adam not to
partake of this particular tree, and informed him that th e
penalty for disobedience would be death—"In the da y
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ." The Creato r
had a right to demand obedience of his human creature ,
and to sentence him to death if he disobeyed .

This demand of obedience was a divine law, and sinc e
God informed Adam that death would be the penalty fo r
disobeying, we can say that by information he knew the
result of transgression . True, Adam could not look dow n
through the ages and visualize all the suffering and deat h
that would be brought about by human sin and selfishness
which had their beginnings in his own disobedience . How-
ever, he did know that his disobedience would lead to hts
own death .
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But this information was not sufficient to deter him
from taking the wrong course. He lacked a heart under -
standing of what was involved in his disobedience, be-
cause his knowledge was based, not on experience, bu t
merely on what he had been told . Doubtless Adam love d
his Creator, but somehow he falsely reasoned that since
Eve had already transgressed, and would die, it would b e
better to die with her than to live without her. So, not
having the strength that experimental knowledge would
have given him, Adam transgressed divine law and wa s
plunged into death .

A Knowledge of Good and Evi l
But in the divine plan it was Adam's freewill dis-

obedience that was to lead ultimately to his acquiring a
fuller knowledge of God and of his standards of right an d
wrong . The tree of which he was forbidden to partak e
was "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ." It fol-
lowed that having partaken of this tree he would gain th e
knowledge implied by its name, even though in the pro-
cess he would need to suffer and to die .

After both Adam and Eve had partaken of the forbid -
den fruit, the LORD said concerning them, "Behold, the
man is become as one of us, to know good and evil . "
(Gen . 3 :22) This does not mean that the forbidden frui t
had some magical effect upon our first parents, enablin g
them at once to have a full knowledge of good and evil .
We do read that soon after their disobedience they be -
came ashamed of their nakedness, but this was no doub t
due in part to the sense of guilt they felt in having dis-
obeyed their Creator's command .

We think the LORD's statement means, rather, that be -
cause of disobedience man was now destined to kno w
both good and evil, and that he was to gain this knowl-
edge through experience . And the education of our firs t
parents soon began. They were driven out of their garde n
home into the unfinished earth to die . They were to be
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plagued with all sorts of unfavorable elements, spoken of
as 'thorns' and 'thistles', which the earth would bring fort h
to them, and against which they would have to struggle
until, in death, they would return to the earth from whic h
they were taken .

God's design in the creation of our first parents wa s
that they should be the progenitors of an entire race . And
God knew that in order for Adam's children to reall y
know him and have a true appreciation of his standard s
of right and wrong they, even as Adam, would need to
learn by experience the terrible results of disobedience ,
and later, by contrast, the blessings which would b e
showered upon them by his love . So the Creator de -
signed that all of Adam's offspring should be carried int o
death with him . Paul wrote, "As by one man sin entere d
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passe d
upon all men, for that [Margin, ' in whom'] all have
sinned ."—Rom . 5 :1 2

Death Plagues All
For more than six thousand years the human race ,

having come under condemnation to death because o f
sin, has been exposed to evil, and by experience has bee n
learning the terrible results of disobedience . The seeds o f
death have manifested their presence in humans, youn g
and old, and by myriads of infirmities and diseases o f
both mind and body . Neither the young nor the old have
escaped the plague of death, infants often falling before
the enemy at a tender age with no understanding of what
is taking place in and around them . Perchance, some live
to 'a ripe old age', only to succumb finally to the ravage s
of death which prey upon all .

And not only by disease are the people brought down
to the grave, but upheavals of nature in an unfinishe d
earth contribute to the process, as do accidents, and
men's own cruelties to one another in war and in crime .

AUGUST 1991

	

13



Throughout all the ages God has not interfered with
the great enemy Death . Paul informs us concerning the
people as a whole, that "God gave them over to a min d
void of judgment . " (Rom . 1 :28, Margin) This implies tha t
he has not restrained the human race from taking its ow n
course, selfish and sinful though that course has been .
Neither has he interfered with the carrying out of the
death sentence, in the sense of protecting some and no t
protecting others .

But God's great design does not end with the human
race prostrate in death, for through Jesus, the Redeem-
er, he has made a provision for all to be awakened fro m
death and to be restored to perfection of life . Paul wrote ,
"Since by man came death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive ." (I Cor . 15 :21,22) Thi s
provision of life through Christ is based on Jesus' own
death and resurrection . He said, "My flesh . . . I will give
for the life of the world . " (John 6:51) It was for thi s
reason that Jesus was born into the world as a human . —
Heb. 2 :9,14

In describing the arrangement by which Jesus becam e
the Redeemer of the world through his death, the Bible
uses the word `ransom', which, according to the Gree k
word from which it is translated, means `corresponding
price' . Jesus was a perfect man, even as Adam was a
perfect man before he sinned . Thus in death Jesus be -
came a corresponding price for the forfeited life of Adam .
And as all mankind lost life through Adam, so all mankin d
is redeemed from death through Christ .

Just and Unjust
This means that in God's due time all will be awakened

from the sleep of death . Paul informs us that there is to
be "a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and un-
just ." (Acts 24 :15) Yes, throughout the ages, while si n
and selfishness has predominated, there have been noble
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men and women who, by virtue of their faith and obedi-
ence to God's laws of righteousness, are spoken of b y
Paul as 'just' . But these also have been allowed to suffer ,
even as did Job—not to punish them, but to test an d
prepare them further for exalted positions which the Cre-
ator has designed for them in his arrangements for the
future .

There have also been millions of noble, unselfis h
people throughout the ages who have had no faith i n
God. One reason for their unbelief has been their obser-
vation that the innocent suffer as well as the guilty . They
have not been able to understand why an infant is al -
lowed to die . They have not been able to reconcile the
idea of a loving, powerful God with the fact that so many ,
through no willful fault of their own, have suffered fo r
years on beds of sickness, while others have been afflicte d
with blindness, and many with insanity, and other crue l
maladies. Had the unbelievers known the full plan of Go d
they would have understood these situations .

Moreover, throughout the ages, the true God of th e
Bible has been flagrantly misrepresented . Many of the
professed believers in Christianity, who bemoan the suf-
fering they see taking place around them, try to believ e
that all who die in unbelief will be tortured eternally in a
burning hell of fire and brimstone . This blasphemou s
teaching has helped to create many unbelievers, for a
properly reasoning mind cannot believe that a God o f
love would thus torture his creatures . Such cruelty is eve n
contrary to the laws of civilized men .

The First and Second Lesson s
The fact presents itself that few in all the ages have a s

yet profited by their experience with evil ; indeed many ,
as noted, have been turned to unbelief by it . This is un-
derstandable, and if we were to base our conclusions o n
man's limited abilities and his restricted viewpoint, there
would be no satisfactory answer as to why God permit s
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evil . In the limited viewpoint of many, death is the end of
existence ; to others it is the end of all opportunity to lear n
and to profit from past experiences . But these viewpoint s
are not supported in the Bible .

As we have seen, according to the Bible, those wh o
are asleep in death will be awakened from that sleep an d
given an opportunity to profit from the experiences of the
present life . Just as it often happens now, the difficulties
and distresses of a certain day are often understood an d
appreciated at a later day . So it will be on a grander
scale, as those who are now sleeping in death are awak-
ened and they enter another term, as it were, in their
school of experience .

There will be `Joy in the Morning! '

In Job's case, while he could not understand at the
time why God allowed him to suffer, yet when the exper-
ience was over he could say, "I have heard of thee by th e
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee ." And so
it will be with the world of mankind . When the experience
of suffering and death is over and they are awakene d
from death, their faulty vision or understanding of Go d
will be corrected, and they will rejoice to learn of the
gracious and loving provision the Creator has made fo r
them through Christ, the Redeemer, to ransom them
from death . They will be restored to perfection of life if ,
in the light of this true knowledge of God, they obey him ,
by conforming their lives to his standards of right an d
wrong .

The psalmist wrote, "Weeping may endure for a night ,
but joy cometh in the morning." (Ps . 30 :5) Thi s
`nighttime' of sin, sorrow, and death began with the dis-
obedience of our first parents . And it has indeed been a
night of weeping . The sorrow that has borne down upon
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the human race has been bitter, and many in their distres-
ses have wondered whether or not God has any pity .

But there is to be a morning of joy for the human race !
That morning of joy will be ushered in by what the Scrip-
tures refer to as the rising of "the Sun of Righteousness, "
who will have "healing in his wings ." (Mal . 4 :2) Jesus is
this glorious Sun of Righteousness . The new day of bless-
ing he will cause to dawn will be brought about through
the establishment of his kingdom, which is the govern-
ment of righteousness foretold by all God 's holy prophets
since the world began .—Acts 3 :19-2 1

Associated with Jesus as rulers in his kingdom will b e
his faithful followers—those who have suffered and die d
with him . Jesus died the Just for the unjust, and his fol-
lowers voluntarily suffer and die unjustly with him, and
will be exalted to the highest of all spiritual realms of life ,
to be associated with Jesus in the rulership of his king-
dom. Jesus said to his disciples, "I go to prepare a plac e
for you . And if I go and prepare a place for you, I wil l
come again, and receive you unto myself ; that where I
am, there ye may be also ." (John 14 :2, 3) The Scripture s
also declare that these will live and reign with Christ a
thousand years, being brought forth from death in "th e
first resurrection ."—Rev . 20 : 6

Christ and his followers, a " little flock, " will be the in -
visible rulers of the world during the thousand years of hi s
kingdom . (Luke 12 :32) They will be represented here on
earth by another group of God 's faithful servants, each
one of whom proved loyal to God under adversity durin g
the ages preceding the coming of Jesus . These, as the
Bible tells us, will be made "princes in all the earth ." (Ps .
45 :16) This group will consist of the ancient and worth y
servants of God of past ages, beginning with righteou s
Abel. It will include such outstanding figures as Abraham ,
Moses, David, Elijah, Daniel, and all God's holy prophets .

These `princes in all the earth' will be awakened from
death to human perfection, and for a thousand years will
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be the representatives of the divine Christ among men .
What a wonderful governmental arrangement this will be !
It will establish universal and lasting peace, which man i n
his selfishness has been unable to do. The divine Head o f
this government, who is Christ, is referred to in prophecy
as "The Prince of Peace," and we are assured that "of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no
end ."—Isa . 9:6, 7

The House of the LOR D
In Micah 4 :1-4, the kingdom of Christ is referred to as

God's ruling "house"—this ruling house consisting o f
Jesus and those who, through faithfulness in following i n
his footsteps, are also exalted to heavenly glory as sons of
God . This prophecy reads :

"In the last days it shall come to pass, that the moun-
tain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above th e
hills; and people shall flow unto it . And many nation s
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths : for the Law shall go forth of Zion, and th e
Word of the LORD from Jerusalem . And he shall judge
among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off ;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up a
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war an y
more. But they shall sit every man under his vine and
under his fig tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for
the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it . "

The ancient nation of Israel, to whom this prophec y
was first addressed, was governed from a mountain . It
was Mount Zion in Jerusalem, so the LORD uses thi s
background in presenting this prophecy of Messiah's king-
dom, and his promises of the blessings that it will assur e
to the people . The `mountain' of the LORD is the kingdo m
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of the LORD, represented by the symbolic 'Zion' of this
prophecy .

And notice that under the rulership of this kingdom the
people learn the LORD's way . The entire period o f
Christ's kingdom will be one of learning, of education . In
this prophecy one of the results of this education is tha t
the people will learn war no more . It will be then that the
angels' message of 'peace on earth' will be translated int o
reality. The Prince of Peace will then reign supreme . —
Luke 2 :13,14

Under Vine and Fig Tre e
And besides, there will be economic security . This is

symbolized in the prophecy by the assurance that ever y
man will dwell under his own vine and fig tree . Much of
the suffering in the world throughout the ages has bee n
due to lack of food, clothing, and shelter . Even today the
majority of the human race is existing on subnormal sup -
plies of food, and millions have but little clothing and n o
roof over their heads . But this will be corrected through
the agencies of Christ's kingdom .

Nor will peace and security be the only blessing s
guaranteed to the people under the rulership of "th e
mountain of the house of the LORD ." Isaiah wrote, "In
this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto al l
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees ,
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees wel l
refined . And he will destroy in this mountain the face o f
the covering cast over all people, and the veil that i s
spread over all nations . He will swallow up death in vic-
tory; and the LORD God will wipe away tears from off al l
faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall he take awa y
from off all the earth : for the LORD hath spoken it . And
it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we have
waited for him, . . . we will be glad and rejoice in hi s
salvation . "—Isa . 25:6-9
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In addition to the `feast of fat things' which this proph-
ecy assures us will be spread for mankind in the kingdo m
of the LORD, we are also informed that `the covering' an d
`the veil' now covering the faces of the people will be
removed. This clearly refers to a symbolic curtain whic h
hinders the people from seeing and knowing God in his
true light . Another prophecy says that then "the eyes o f
the blind shall be opened ." (Isa . 35 :5) Those literally blin d
will then have their sight restored, and those spirituall y
blind will acquire a true vision of God and his glorious
character .

All Evil to Be Destroyed
Of this same time of Christ's kingdom we read, "The y

shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain : for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea." (Isa . 11 :9) Then there will be n o
more suffering and death as a result of Adam's transgres-
sion . It will be the time when Adam's children are bein g
made alive through Christ . Killing calamities will n o
longer be permitted . The peaceful and prosperous condi-
tions which men and women today would like to se e
throughout the earth will then exist, because "the knowl-
edge of the LORD will fill the earth as the waters cover
the sea . "

The LORD assures us further that he "will swallow up
death in victory," and that he will wipe away tears "fro m
off all faces ." What blessed assurances these are! Pau l
wrote that Christ would reign until all enemies are pu t
under his feet, and that "the last enemy that shall b e
destroyed is death ." (I Cor . 15 :25,26) The result of this is
described in Revelation 21 :4, which reads, "God shal l
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shal l
there be any more pain : for the former things are passe d
away ."
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First Experience with Goo d
It will be during the reign of Christ that Adam and hi s

children in general will receive their first real experienc e
with "good ." It will be this that will complete their educa-
tion with respect to the validity and importance of the
standards of right and wrong established by God . Though
perfect when created, Adam did not then have sufficien t
knowledge to prevent his transgression . Job maintaine d
his integrity before God under test, yet he also needed to
experience evil and to be delivered from it in order t o
'see' God. Adam and his race will likewise 'see' God as a
result of their experiences .

And the God they will then 'see' will be the one the y
have longed to know and to serve . They will recognize
the value of the experiences through which they have
passed. Understanding real values, they will realize that
the few short years of hardship through which the y
passed while under condemnation to death were as noth-
ing compared with the eternity of joy then stretching ou t
before them under the panoply of divine love . No wonde r
they will then say, "Lo, this is our God ; we have waite d
for him, . . . we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation . "

At the conclusion of the harrowing experience s
through which Job passed, he was restored to health, an d
his family was also restored to him . This partially il-
lustrates the great blessing which lies ahead for all man -
kind during the reign of Christ . Peter speaks of thi s
period as "times of restitution of all things," which, h e
declares, had been spoken "by the mouth of all God' s
holy prophets since the world began ."—Acts 3 :19-2 1

Peter's declaration concerning the restoration of the
human race to health and life was based on the miracl e
he had just performed of healing a man who had bee n
lame from the time of his birth . In "the times of restitu-
tion," all the lame will be restored to soundness of limb ,
and all other human maladies will be cured by the "Sun o f
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Righteousness," who will then rise "with healing in his
wings ."—Isa. 35:6 ; Mal . 4 : 2

As we have seen, this loving provision for the huma n
race includes those who have fallen asleep in death . This
is, in reality, the key to an understanding of why God
permits evil, for it means that his viewpoint of human
experience is not dependent upon man 's present shor t
span of life . God is viewing this, rather, as a lesson in
experience which in the resurrection can be compare d
with all the `good' which will then be showered upon the
people, that `feast of fat things' which the LORD will then
spread before all nations .

A Time of Learnin g
This future period of blessing is also described in th e

Bible as one of judgment, or trial . Isaiah wrote that whe n
the LORD's judgments are abroad in the earth, "the in -
habitants of the world will learn righteousness." (Isa .
26 :9) All the inequalities of the present will then b e
righted. Those who now willfully oppose God and hi s
laws, and unjustly treat their fellows, will then receiv e
appropriate discipline designed to correct their wrongdo-
ings . All the present circumstances relative to every indi-
vidual will then be taken into consideration, and the
people dealt with, and blessed or punished accordingly .

Even those who have died in infancy will be awakened ,
mature to adulthood, and have an opportunity to enjoy
God's blesings. In a comforting promise to mothers who
lose their children in death we read, "Thus saith th e
LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, an d
bitter weeping ; Rachel weeping for her children refuse d
to be comforted for her children, because they were no t
[they were dead] . Thus saith the LORD : Refrain thy voice
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for thy work
shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come
again from the land of the enemy. And there is hope i n
thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall com e
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again to their own border [they shall return to life o n
earth] ."—Jer . 31 :15-17

Having had real experience with both good and evil ,
each individual will be able to decide intelligently whethe r
or not he wishes to choose the good and live forever, o r
choose evil and again be sentenced to death—a death
from which there will be no resurrection . Christ will the n
be King supreme in his kingdom, and he will be Judge
supreme . Peter also refers to him as a great "Prophet, "
and informs us that it shall come to pass "that every soul
which will not hear [or obey] that Prophet, shall b e
destroyed from among the people ."—Acts 3 :22,23

During the present nighttime of sin and death, all
die— believers and unbelievers, the innocent and the guil-
ty, the righteous and the unrighteous . But during the
reign of Christ only those who willfully disobey the laws o f
God will be destroyed . All others will continue to live an d
to mature toward perfection . If these continue faithful ,
they will enter as perfect humans into the everlasting fu-
ture ages of happiness and life "with songs and everlast-
ing joy upon their heads : they shall obtain joy an d
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away . "—Isa .
35 :1 0

FREE COPIES of this article are available, in booklet form ,

entitled, "Why God Permits Evil ." For your copy(ies) write to :
Dawn Bible Students Association ,

199 Railroad Avenue
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

ONLY WAITIN G
ONLY WAITING till the dawning is a little brighter grown ,

Only waiting till the shadows of the world's dark night are flown ,
Till the shadows all shall vanish in the blessed, blessed day ,

For the morn, at last, is breaking through the twilight, soft an d
gray!

	

—Hymns of Dawn, No . 214
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDY LESSON S

LESSON FOR AUGUST 4

Claiming Our Heritage
KEY VERSE: "They read in the Book in the Law of
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused the m
to understand the reading."—Nehemiah 8 :8
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 8:1-3,6-9,14,1 7

THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH case. We all have specia l
we have of the Bible abilities, and we all hav e

and of the divine plan of the limitations, and the gras p
ages, is the key of knowl- that each has of the truth
edge concerning the Father, will vary according to ou r
his Son, and eternal life . several abilities, and ou r
When we search the Scrip- diligence in their applica-
tures, we search for knowl- tion . But the LORD will se e
edge, not merely the verifi- to it that each faithful chil d
cation of our own wisdom. of God will grasp enoug h
One of the most beautiful spiritual truth to accomplis h
avenues of life is the path of its sanctifying work .learning, especially when it

	

The psalmist says, w e
leads to the knowledge of should cleanse our way "b yGod.

	

taking heed thereto accord -One cannot be handed ing to thy Word ." (Ps .knowledge, nor can knowl-
edge be given away ; but it 119:9) Truths unfold a s
can be shared with those beautiful flowers develo p
willing to accept it, and who from buds to full grow n
have the Holy Spirit of God blooms . Truth is exciting a s
as their teacher . Now that it unfolds! As it transfuse s
does not mean that all must us with spiritual vitality, i t
or can have the same de- keeps us young in spirit .
gree of understanding . We And thus we live a rich an d
all know that is not the rewarding spiritual life .
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During this harvest time
we have been blessed wit h
an appreciation of funda-
mental truths, which neve r
change . These truths hav e
revealed to us the divine
plan of the ages . They have
made us 'truth people' . Let
us value these basic doc-
trines, and the servants an d
the helps that have assiste d
in laying the foundation o f
our faith . These fundamen-
tals become ever clearer a s
the details of truth com e
into better focus throug h
our study of God's Word .

II Peter 1 :1-12 contains
many valuable lesson s
along this line . According
to this passage, we canno t
have love without knowl-
edge. Peter was responsibl e
for some of the sweetes t
expressions we use today .
One of these is, 'like pre-
cious faith' . Another is ,
"exceeding great and pre-
cious promises . "

The degree of faith may
vary, but its objective—jus -
tification and sanctifica-
tion—is common to all the
LORD's children . For Chris t
is made to all of us, "wis-
dom, and righteousness,

and sanctification, and re-
demption ."—1 Cor . 1 :30

In II Peter 1 :2, the apos-
tle introduces us to the
"knowledge of God . " He
tells us it is the medium
through which grace and
peace are multiplied unt o
us. So, again, we are im-
pressed with the power tha t
knowledge exercises in ou r
lives .

The knowledge of God is
the first step toward eterna l
life through true piety .
Jesus said, "This is life eter -
nal, that they may kno w
thee the only true God ,
and Jesus Christ, who m
thou hast sent ." (Joh n
17 :3) Our very calling ou t
of darkness into light is de-
pendent upon knowledge ,
for through the knowledge
of him we are called t o
glory and virtue, to be lik e
Christ .—I1 Pet . 1 : 3

One does not progres s
far unless he grows in th e
knowledge of God . Th e
knowledge of man's wis-
dom does not sanctify . The
knowledge of God and spir -
itual truth does . "Sanctif y
them through thy truth, thy
Word is truth ."—Joh n
17:17

	

q
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 1 1

Confessing Wrongdoing
KEY VERSE: "Thou artjust in all that is brought
upon us; for thou halt done right, but we have don e
wickedly."—Nehemiah 9:33
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 9:1-3, 32-37

THIS ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENT OF God's justice

on their behalf was made by
the nation of Israel after
Nehemiah and Ezra ha d
pointed out that God ha d
made them a subject natio n
as punishment for thei r
wickedness against his Law .

The basic principles of
God's Law are unchange-
able, even as he changes
not. Moses said to the gen -
eration of Israelites living in
his day, "What doth the
LORD thy God require of
thee, but to fear [rever-
ence) the LORD thy God ,
to walk in all his ways, and
to love him, and to serve
the LORD thy God with all
thy heart and with all thy
soul." —Deut. 10 :12

Hundreds of years later
Solomon wrote, "Let us
hear the conclusion of the
whole matter : Fear God ,
and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole

duty of man." (Eccles . 12:
13) Still later, it was writ-
ten, "He hath showe d
thee, 0 man, what is good ;
and what doth the LORD
require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy ,
and to walk humbly with
thy God?"—Mic . 6 : 8

The tendency of fallen
humanity frequently has
been to complicate the
simple message of divin e
truth, to make mysteries
out of those revelations of
the divine plan and will, to
which no mystery by right
should be attached . The
plain teachings of the Wor d
of God are often confuse d
by human philosophy, mis-
named theology .

As Moses said to Israel ,
all the LORD wanted o f
them was their reverence ,
obedience, and love . An d
even their love for God, as
manifested in their obedi-
ence to his command-
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ments, was for their own
good. God had loved their
fathers—Abraham, Isaac ,
and Jacob—and had mad e
wonderful promises t o
them . Moses further ex-
plained, "He chose thei r
seed after them, even you
above all people, as it i s
this day ."—Deut . 10 :15

God was just in his dealings
with the Israelites, and cared
for the fatherless and th e
widows, and loved even the
stranger in their midst, " givin g
him food and raiment ." (vs.
18) The LORD set a wonderful
example, and wanted them to
follow it . If they were faithful ,
a rich reward was in store for
the nation, for they would be
made a kingdom of priests . —
Exod . 19:5,6

The standards of God' s
perfect Law were too hig h
to be reached by any mem-
ber of the fallen race . No
doubt many Israelites sin-
cerely tried to keep th e
Law, but all came short o f
full attainment . Since the
animal sacrifices of that age
were not able to actually
take away sin, the La w
brought the Israelites unde r
just condemnation, from
which the mercy of God

made no immediate provi-
sion for release . The way
of escape was not provide d
until Jesus came to be th e
Redeemer and Savior of Is-
rael and the whole world .

Speaking particularly o f
himself and other Israelite s
under the Law, Paul wrote ,
"When we were yet with -
out strength [unable to
keep the Law], in due time
Christ died for the ungod-
ly ." (Rom. 5 :6) Jesus also
died for the ungodly Gen -
tiles, but only the Israelite s
had been under the Law ,
thus proving that no imper-
fect man could keep it . —
Rom. 3:19

Because of Jesus' sacrifice
as a ransom, the time is soon
coming when the Jews o f
Nehemiah's day will, with the
entire world of mankind, have
another opportunity to make
this confession under cir-
cumstances which will lead
them to everlasting life . All
men, including the Gentiles ,
will know that only throug h
Christ's death is life provided .
Thus, the Scriptures explai n
how God can be just, yet the
justifier of all who believe i n
Jesus. — Rom . 3 : 25, 26 ;
I John 2 :2
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 18

Making Commitments
KEY VERSE: "Because of all this we make a sure
covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, an d
priests, seal unto it ."—Nehemiah 9:38
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 10:28-31,35-3 7

W
HILE THE ISRAELITES
were sincere at th e

time they renewed thei r
commitment to God's Law ,
history reveals that it was
short-lived. Less than forty
years later, the Prophe t
Malachi described th e
religious conditions in Israel .
He wrote that the people
made an outward show o f
righteousness, but at hear t
they seemed little different
from what they were before
their captivity in Babylon .

Not only were they lax in
their worship of Jehovah,
manifested, for example, in
their offering sick and blem-
ished sacrifices on his altars ,
but they also lacked prope r
consideration for one another .
"Have we not all one father? "
Malachi asks. (Mal . 2:10)
They were all the children of
Abraham, to whom belonged
the promises of God, yet they

dealt "treacherously" agains t
their brethren. They were all
God's creation, and as a na-
tion had made a covenan t
with him, yet by their desecra-
tion of his altars, and their
betrayal of one another, the y
profaned, or broke, that cove-
nant .

The people complained
that they were not bein g
blessed by God, yet they
seemed not to realize tha t
their poverty was due to their
unfaithfulness to the LOR D
and to the covenant whic h
their fathers had made wit h
him . "Ye are cursed with a
curse," the LORD said to
them, "for ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation . "
Then the LORD added, "Brin g
ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat
in mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the LOR D
of hosts, if I will not open yo u
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the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room
enough to receive it ."—Mal .
3 :8-10

Like the other prophets ,
in addition to reprimandin g
Israel for her sins, Malachi
forecast coming events in
the plan of God . He spoke
of another covenant in the
future which would be ef-
fective in purifying the
people . The Messenger o f
this covenant,the Messiah ,
the prophecy said, woul d
purify the sons of Levi—th e
priestly class, "that they
may offer unto the LOR D
an offering in righteous-
ness."—Mal . 3 :1-3

Under the Old Law Cove-
nant arrangement the tribe of
Levi were the religious ser-
vants of the people, the priest s
being of this tribe . Beginning at
the First Advent, at which time
Israel under the Old Covenan t
was rejected, there began the
work of preparing the priestl y
lass to administer the affair s
of the New Covenant . The
calling of these from both Jews
and Gentiles, and their refin -
ing and purifying and offering
of sacrifice, has been the work

of the Gospel Age .—Heb .
3:1; I Pet . 2 :5,9

These will be associate
'messengers' of the Ne w
Covenant . This covenan t
will become operative first
with Judah, at Jerusalem .
Then, as the prophet de-
clares, "The offering o f
Judah and Jerusalem" wil l
"be pleasant unto th e
LORD." Many throughout
the ages have thought tha t
it was "vain to serve the
LORD." (Mal . 3:14) It i s
also frequently true that
"now we call the prou d
happy; yea, they that wor k
wickedness are set up; yea
they that tempt God are
even delivered ." (vs. 15)
But this will continue to be
true only while the Devi l
remains the 'prince of thi s
world ' . When the Ne w
Covenant is inaugurated ,
with Jesus and his joint -
heirs as its 'messengers' ,
evil will be cut off, an d
righteousness rewarded .

Only under the environ-
ment of Christ's kingdo m
will people be able to keep
their commitments to God
and his law of righteous-
ness, thus making thei r
covenant `sure'!
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 25

Living As God's Communit y
KEY VERSE: "I commanded the Levites that they
should cleanse themselves, and that they shoul d
come and keep the gates, to sanctify the Sabbat h
Day."—Nehemiah 13:22
SELECTED SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 13:1-3,10-12,15-
1 9

THERE IS A far greater
significance attached t o

the Fourth Commandment
than simply to refrain from
labor during the seventh 24-
hour period of each week .
The LORD said to Mose s
that the Sabbath was made
holy because he, himself ,
had rested on the sevent h
day. But there is a better ,
more comprehensive view-
point to be had . Paul gives
us this, saying : "He that is
entered into his [God's ]
rest, he also hath cease d
from his own works, as God
did from his . Let us labor
therefore to enter into that
rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of un-
belief ."— Heb . 4:10,1 1

Obviously the apostle is
not referring to the ordi-
nary idea of Sabbath keep-
ing. He implies that God ,
having finished the creative

work, 'rested', and that he
has been enjoying that res t
ever since . We are to enter
into a similar rest, ceasin g
from our own works, as
God did from his . A Chris-
tian ceases from his ow n
works by resting in th e
finished work of Christ on
his behalf .

When God crowned his
work with the creation of
man, and then saw ma n
fall into sin and death, he
placed the work of recover-
ing this "lost sheep" int o
the hands of the Logos, hi s
only begotten Son, Jesus .
Through redemption, the
human race will be re -
stored to "that which was
lost." (Luke 19 :10) This
work will ultimately be
completed at the close o f
the greater seventh day ,
when God 's original pur-
pose for mankind will have
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reached fruition . The Jew-
ish Sabbath was a pictur e
of this larger cycle of time .

Jesus said, "The Sabbath
was made for man and not
man for the Sabbath .
Therefore the Son of man
is Lord also of the Sab-
bath ." (Mark 2 :27,28 )
There are two important
thoughts in these verses .
The first is, that when the
LORD enjoined upon Jews
the keeping of one day i n
seven as a day of rest, it
was not done with the ide a
of imposing a ritual upon
the nation which would be
burdensome, to which th e
people should becom e
slaves . Rather, it was to b e
for their good, since th e
LORD knew that the y
would need this rest from
labor in order properly to
maintain their health an d
their dignity as individual s
as well as nationally .

The second thought i s
that the Sabbath, of whic h
the Son of man is Lord, i s
a larger period durin g
which, in the service of the
Creator, Jesus is-the Lor d
or director of the work of
restoring mankind to righ-
teousness, to health, and to

eternal life . This larger
Sabbath was also "made
for man," for he will be the
beneficiary of the grea t
plan of redemption s o
faithfully executed by the
Lord of the Sabbath .

Jesus illustrated the larg-
er viewpoint of the Sabbath
when he performed a mira-
cle in a synagogue on the
Sabbath Day. There he
found a woman who ha d
an infirmity eighteen years ;
she was so bent over that
she could not lift hersel f
up. "lie laid his hands o n
her : and immediately sh e
was made straight, and glo-
rified God ." (Luke 13:11-
16) It was especiall y
appropriate, we think, that
this work of restoratio n
was done on the typica l
Sabbath Day; for it is a
wonderful reminder of th e
divine plan to restore al l
the sick—even to awake n
the dead—before the tru e
Sabbath, of which Jesus is
Lord, shall have ended .

We who have dedicated
ourselves to have a part in
this great work of the fu-
ture, are indeed sanctifyin g
the Sabbath Day, as God
desires .

	

q
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DAWN PUBLICATIONS . . .

TEN-CENT BOOKLETS
ARCHEOLOG Y
PROVES THE BIBLE
Designed to increase fait h

CHRIST'S THOUSAND-YEAR
KINGDOM
Christ's reign will bless mankind

COMING BACK FROM HELL
SOON
A new approach to an old subjec t
Available in large print

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peace

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAV E
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise

GOD'S PLAN
Illustrated by charts

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN
A series of twenty-three lessons

GOD'S REMEDY FOR A WORLD
GONE MAD
A clear and concise presentation of
the doctrine of the kingdom
Available in largo print

GRACE OF JEHOVAH
God's appeal is through love

CREATION
Examines the Genesis record

ISRAEL IN HISTORY
AND PROPHECY
Significance of the present rebuild-
ing of Israel

THE KINGDOM OF GO D
Evidence that it is near

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals the manner and purpos e

PARADISE WITHOUT
POLLUTION
God's solution to man's problem s

A ROYAL NATIO N
Deals with British-Israel doctrines

SCIENCE AND CREATIO N
Harmony of Science and Bible

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL
What the Bible really says

WHEN A MAN DIES
Solves the riddle of death

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfort

HOPE—A MESSAGE OF comfort for those who have lost love d
ones in death, giving assurance that, in the resurrection, they will
meet their beloved dead . Excellent for mailing .

—FREE BOOKLE T
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. . . INFORMATIVE AND DEVOTIONAL

FIVE-CENT BOOKLETS
ARMAGEDDON, THEN WORLD
PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMEN T
Basis of reconciliation with God
BORN OF THE SPIRIT
When and how?

THE CHURCH
The true church—how to join

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT
Presents hope for the unsaved dead

DIVINE HEALING
When sickness and death will end .
Available in large prin t

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL AN D
THE WORLD
A bright hope for Jew and Gentil e
HOPE FOR A
FEAR-FILLED WORL D
Mankind will not be destroye d

REINCARNATIO N
VERSUS RESURRECTION
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrection

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYE R
Comforting, and reassurin g

JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIOR
Portrait of his qualification s

LIFE AFTER DEATH
A bright future for all mankind

THE UGHT OF THE WORLD
Identifies the true witnesses o f
Jehovah and Jesus

PEACE THROUGH
CHRIST'S KINGDO M
The world's only hop e

SPIRITUALISM—IT'S CLAIM S
Can the dead communicate ?

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE?
The Bible answers

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him?

FATHER, SON ,
AND HOLY SPIRI T
Understandable and Scriptural

PHONE: Dawn Publications, (201) 438-642 1

FREE TRACTS—Available on a
wide varietyof interesting and in -
formative subjects :

Has Christianity failed ?
The World of Tomorro w
Hope for a F4w filled World
Hope of UniveMal Peace
Why God Permits Evil
God Has a Plan
The Homecoming of our Dead

Human Destin y
God's World of Tomorrow
Do You Know?
The Truth about Hel l
Where Are the Dead?
Prophecies Fulfille d
Death Itself Will Di e
Israel Fulfilling Prophecy
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"FRANK AND ERNEST"

Sundays Unless Otherwise Noted
ARKANSAS
little Rock

	

KAAY 1090

	

6 :30 a.m .

Marshall

	

KCGS 960

	

4 :30 p.m .

CALIFORNI A
Claremont

	

KTSJ 1220

	

9 :45 a.m .

Lancaster

	

KVOY 1340

	

10 :15 a.m .

Los Angeles(Mon) KTYM 1160

	

6 :30 a .m .
Los Angsles(Span)KALI 1430

	

5 :45 a .m .

Monterey

	

KNRY 1240

	

8 :30 a .m .

Sacramento

	

KJAY 1430

	

10 :00 a .m .

San Francisco

	

KEST 1450

	

3:30 p .m .

Tehachapi

	

KTPI-FM 103.1

	

10 :15 a .m .

Yuba City

	

KOBO 1450

	

3:30 p .m .

FLORIDA
Jacksonville

	

WXTL 1010

	

7:45 p .m .

Orlando

	

WVCF 1480

	

4:30 p .m .

Tampa

	

WIMP 1150

	

8 :30 a .m .

ILLINOI S
LaSalle

	

WLFO 1220

	

9:45 a.m .

Rodcford

	

WRRR 1330

	

6:15 a.m.

West Frankfort

	

WFRX 1300

	

9:15 a.m.

INDIANA
Hammond

	

WJOB 1230

	

8:30 a.m.

LaPorte

	

WCOE-FM 96 .7 10:00 a.m.

North Vernon

	

WKRP 1460

	

8:00 a.m.

KANSAS
Goodland

	

KLOE 730

	

7:15 a.m.

Coffeyville

	

KOGF 690

	

9:05 p.m.

KENTUCKY
Bowling Grew WLBJ 1410

	

8 :00 a.m .
Winchester

	

WHRS

	

10 :30 a .m .

MICHIGAN
Detroit

	

CKLW 800

	

7 :45 a .m .

NEW JERSEY
Salem

	

WNNN-FM 101.7 9 :45 a .m .

Salem

	

WJIC 1510

	

9 :45 a .m .

NEW MEXIC O
Los Alamos

	

KRSN 1490

	

6 :45 a .m .

NEW YOR K
Buffalo

	

WHLD 1270

	

12:00 noon

New York

	

WOR 710

	

9 :15 p .m .

OHIO
Cincinnati

	

WNOP 740

	

9:00 a.m.

OREGO N
Portland

	

KKEY 1150

	

7:00 a.m.

PENNSYLVANIA
Allentown

	

WHOL 1600

	

10:45 a.m.

Jenkintown(Wed) WIBF-FM 103 .9 12 :30 p .m.
Pittsburgh

	

WCXJ 1550

	

3 :00 p.m.

Pottstown

	

WPAZ 1370

	

12 :45 p.m.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Charlestown

	

WOKE 1340

	

7 :06 p .m .
Beaufort (Sat .)

	

WVGB 1490

	

1 :00 p .m .

TENNESSE E
Nashville

	

WLAC 1510

	

7:45 p .m .

VIRGINIA
Richmond

	

WGGM 820

	

7 :45 a .m .

WASHINGTO N
Spokane

	

KUDY 1280

	

9 :45 a .m .

Tacoma

	

KAMT 1360

	

7 :30 a .m .

WISCONSI N
Milwaukee

	

WNOV 85 .6

	

7 :00 a .m .

Jadcaon

	

WYLO 540

	

2 :15 p .m .

PLEASE TAKE NOTE
of adjustments which are continually being made in the

"Frank and Ernest " `program schedule . New stations will he
added, and soma old ones will no longer carry our progra m
You may wish to check this schedule regularly, to see what . is

..happening in your area :
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. . . . WORLDWIDE RADIO BROADCAST S

Canada

	

Equado r

ALBERTA Quito Radio Anoranza (Sat .)99 .7-FM 8 :45 a .m .

Banff CFHC 1340 11 :45 a.m. Israel & Middle East
Brooks CIBQ 1340 9 :00 a.m.

Voice of Hope (Wad .) 945 AM 10:30 p .m .Canmore CFNC 1450 11:45 a.m .
Skittles. CKFQ 1400 a.m. 7:45 a.m . Italy

	

(Italian)
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Europa Radio Milano 83 .3-FM 11 :30 a .m .Duncan CKAY 1500 9:00 a.m . Euro Tale Radio Calabria (Fri.)Duncan CKAY 1500 7 :30 p.m .
MHz 102 5:30 p .m .Grand Foils CKGF 1340 9:00 a.m .

Radio Carlson Central.Nanaimo CHUB 1570 9 :30 p.m .
FM-88-500 FM-92 11 :00 a.m .Quailicum-

Padsvill.

MANITOBA

CHPQ 1370 9 :30 p .m .

Mexico (Spanish)

Culiacbn Ranchera

	

XECQ 8 :30 a.m .
Winnipe g

ONTARIO

CKJS 810 9:00 a .m .
New Zealand

Leamington CHYR 710 5:00 p .m . Whakatane

	

IXX 7:00 a.m .
St. Thomas

QUEBEC
CHLO 1570 10 :45 a .m . Nigeria

Montreal CFMB 1410 Radio Africa (Thum .) 7 :45 p .m .5:15 p .m.

SASKATCHEWAN Panama (Spanish)
Rosatown CJYM 1330 10 :00 a .m. Panama City

	

HOQ 1250 10:30 a .m .
Weyburn CFSL 1190 8 :45 a.m.
Est.van CJSL 1280 8 :45 a.m. Philippines

Argentina (Spanish) Manila (Sat) .

	

DZAM 1026 KHz 7 :15 p .m .
Buenos Aires (Sat.) FM Malvinas 91 .5 MHZ

10 :00 p.m.

British West Indies
Grand Cayman Radio Cayman

	

9:30 a.m .
Trinidad

	

Radio Trinidad 610 10 :30 p .m .

Chile (Spanish )
Santiago (Sat.) Radio Panamaicana CB 14 2

10 :00 a .m .

China
Hong Kong Radio Villa Verde (Fri .) 6:00 p .m .

Uruguay (Spanish)

Montevideo Radio El Espectador 810 8 :30 a.m.

South Africa
Joubert Pads (Thum .) SWAZI Music

Radio 1400 & shortwave 49 & 60

Sri Lanka

Nuku' Alofa (Mon .)

Columba (Sat.) Radio Sri Lanka

Tonga
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THE BIBLE ANSWERS—TV Programs

ALABAMA Llama( MAINE C(bpp4( OKLAHOMA C,bannal
Montgomery 56 Portland 57 Broken Bow 28
CALIFORNIA MARYLAND Muskogee 19
Arroyo Grande 66 Leonardtown 52 Oklahoma City 7

Lancaster 38 MICHIGAN
Tulsa 33

CONNECTICUT Detroit 16 & 26 PENNSYLVANIA
Litchfield 5 Muskegon 40 Berwick 47
FLORIDA MINNESOTA Harrisburg 40
Daytona 42 Minneapolis 13 Hazslton 35
Ft . Myers 7 Johnstown 9MISSISSIPPI Flttsburgh 63Jupiter 9 Bolivar 8
Naples 9 Philadelphia 20 SOUTH DAKOTA
Orlando 21 Starkville 5 Mitchell 16
St . Augustine
St. Petersburg

22
35

Tallahatchie 11 TENNESSEE

Tallahassee 9 MISSOURI Harrogate 18
Tampa 57 Cameron 35 Heiskell 1 2

Columbia 2 Murhiesboro 2 7GEORGIA St. Louis 7
Athen s
Cordele

34
55 NEBRASKA

TEXAS
Austin 13

Dublin 36 Lincoln 67 Corpus Christi 50 & 7
Savannah 56 NEVADA Mt. Pleasant 54
ILLINOIS
DeKab 7

Las Vega s

NEW JERSEY

39 San Antonio
Sulphur Springs

67
18

Plano
Roddord

30
45

Hammonton

NEW YORK

8 UTAH

St. George 66Urbana 1 Glens Falls 8
INDIANA Jamestown 8
Evansville 52 Oneonta 15 VIRGINIA

Indianapolis 11 Rochester 40 Gloucester 5 1
Syracuse 14. Notfok 6 8

IOWA
'Cedar Rapid s
Marshalltown

13
39

NORTH CAROLINA
Burlington 16

WASHINGTON
Wenatchee 2 7

KANSAS Charlotte 15 Yakima 60

Junction City 6 Henderso n
Lenoir

34
53 WEST VIRGINIA

Waterville 26 Huntington 55
KENTUCKY

Raleigh
Wilmington

63
10 'Logan (Mon) 1 2

Morehead 10 & 7
Mt . Sterling

OHIO
Akron 29

WISCONSIN
Wakeshau 4 36 and 2

LOUISIANA Ashland 59
Jennings
New Orleans

13
61

Cincinnati
Delaware

2 5
56

PUERTO RICO
Mayaguez 4 2

Youngstown 20

"The Bible Answers" television programs are aired each Sunda y
afternoon from 12 :00 to 12 :30 p .m., Eastern Standard Time, on th e
stations listed above . The times, days, and channels of those listing s
marked with an asterisk (') can be found in your local newspaper .
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

"What Is that in Thine Hand? "
"Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, th e

priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the back -
side of the desert, and came to the mountain of
God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him in aflame of fire out of the
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold,
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed. And Moses said, I will now

turn aside, and see this great sight,
why the bush is not burnt. "

—Exodus 3 :1-3

THIS LESSON CONCERNS the point in Moses ' life, forty
years after he had fled from Egypt . Moses had been

reared as a member of Pharaoh's family, and had receive d
the benefits of education and position which would be avail -
able to such . Stephen, the martyr, reported this in hi s
speech before the Sanhedrin when he stated, "Moses was
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty
in words and in deeds."—Acts 7 :22

However, in spite of the position and honor Moses en-
joyed as a member of Pharaoh's family, his interest an d
sympathies were with his people—the Hebrew people . So
strong was this feeling that it prompted him to slay a n
Egyptian whom Moses saw brutally mistreating an Is-
raelite . Realizing the seriousness of his act, he sought to
conceal it by hiding the body . But the slaying becam e
known, and we read in Exodus 2 :15 that "Pharaoh . . .
sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled . . . and dwelt in the
land of Midian : and sat down by a well . "
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While resting at this desert oasis, Moses watched seve n
young women bringing a flock of sheep to the well fo r
watering . But when they started to fill the troughs, certai n
shepherds began to interfere . Their actions aroused the
ire of this just man, and he successfully interceded o n
behalf of the young women . Then he also assisted them i n
the task of watering the sheep, performing the most dif-
ficult part—that of filling the troughs with water .

Because of this help, the seven grateful and impresse d
young women returned home much more quickly tha n
usual . When their father, Jethro, learned of all this he
insisted that Moses be brought to his home as a guest .
And as one would expect, in time, Moses took to wife
Zipporah, one of the young women .

How different was Moses' life in Midian from what i t
had been in Egypt! From the comforts of the civilizatio n
and the 'rich life' of Egypt he was suddenly transferred t o
the raw desert, and to the humble task of herding sheep
under primitive conditions . Broken, too, were the tende r
ties of family and friends which had meant so much to
him. In the forty years between the incident at the wel l
and the scripture which opens our lesson, Moses must
have wondered much and often about his people, Israel ,
yet enslaved in Egypt .

But we know Moses had not been forgotten by God .
These forty years had been developing a rich growth o f
character . He had been learning well the lesson of hu-
mility which would be very necessary for the one who m
God would lift to a high position among the children o f
men. And in a practical way he had been roaming over
the very wide expanse of desert which God knew woul d
be the route to Canaan that Israel later would tread ,
learning how to survive under such difficult conditions .
We can receive untold benefit by observing the hand of
God working in the lives of the Ancient Worthies .

We also have 'desert' experiences . By force of circum-
stance we may be set aside for a while, and to outwar d
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appearances, be forgotten by God . But the hand that le d
Moses to the burning bush in the wilderness of Midia n
continued with him the entire forty years he served ther e
as a shepherd . And God's gentle leadings for us may b e
from triumph to testing, from abundant fellowship to
lonely days, but in it all he will be there to direct, howeve r
strange the circumstances .

The particular day in Moses' life which is recorded in
Exodus 3 :1 must have begun in what seemed to him to be
just `another' one in that long succession of lonely years .
In our mind's eye we can visualize him as he arose that
day to begin his normal activities . As he stood outside his
tent how different he appeared than when in Egypt . His
garments were of rough homespun cloth—adequate, bu t
not necessarily appealing to the eye . His feet were shod
with sandals that, in all probability, his own hands had
fashioned. In his hand was the shepherd's rod, which wa s
later to become so important in his life . As he stood
gazing over the vista before him, he little realized ho w
momentous would be that day, and many yet to follow .
That day, in a special sense, he was to begin a career a s
an highly honored servant of God .

We, too, who are children of God, can look back to a
similar point of time in our lives . Once we were in th e
world, just flowing with the tide of men, and quite un-
mindful of our God or of his plan . But there came that
day—that special day—when we heard a discourse, read
a tract, talked with our neighbor, heard a "Frank and
Ernest" radio program, watched "The Bible Answers "
TV program, or in some other way, God's message o f
truth reached our hearts, and our lives were changed for -
ever . We heard the voice of God !

As Moses walked with the sheep on that unique day ,
he was startled by the appearance of a burning bush . And
as he looked he realized that, although burning furiously ,
the bush was not consumed . When he went closer to in-
spect it, he heard, coming from the bush, a deep ,
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resonant voice speaking his own name : "Moses, Moses . "
Instinctively he answered, "Here am I ."—Exod . 3:1-4

Then it was that he heard the voice identify itself by the
majestic words, "Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest i s
holy ground . Moreover he said, I am the God of th y
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and th e
God of Jacob."—vss . 5,6

Fear gripped Moses, and he covered his face with hi s
hands, turning away from the strange sight! But the n
Moses heard God recount the sad plight of his people in
Egypt, and also the welcome assurance that they were t o
be delivered from bondage and guided into their ow n
land, which was a land flowing with milk and honey . Then
the voice of God spoke to Moses in a most direct manne r
saying, "Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto
Pharaoh that thou mayest bring forth my people the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt ." These words must have
shocked Moses, but when he recovered he attempted to
argue with God against the suggestion .

No doubt Moses recalled the pomp and grandeur o f
Pharaoh's court, and just as quickly contrasted his own
rustic appearance . The long years of menial work unde r
primitive conditions, had taken away Moses' youthful self -
assurance and he felt inadequate for the task God had
given him . "Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I
should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the
children of Israel out of Egypt? " We can sympathize with
Moses, for was not this our attitude when we were firs t
invited to become a son of God, to be used in deliverin g
the world from bondage? As we realized the grandeur o f
the call, its lofty purpose, the holiness of our God, did no t
we say, "Who am I that God should call me? "

God told Moses that Pharaoh would resist, but that he ,
the LORD, would force compliance by a demonstration o f
wonderful power . Moses replied, "Behold, they will no t
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believe me, nor hearken unto my voice : for they will say ,
The LORD hath not appeared unto thee ."—Exod . 4 : 1

Suddenly God asked Moses an unusual question :
"What is that in thine hand?" Moses knew what he had i n
his hand—it was a shepherd's rod, useful in herdin g
sheep, killing harmful snakes, or in climbing difficul t
places . His rod represented nearly all Moses possessed .
The sheep he tended belonged to his father-in-law . What
an abrupt change in thought was introduced by this ques-
tion! God had been outlining his plan for freeing Israe l
from slavery, and now he asked Moses, "What is that i n
thine hand?" Puzzled, Moses answered simply, "A rod ."

Moses finally agreed to return to Egypt as God desired .
We read, "Moses took his wife and his sons, . . . and he
returned to the land of Egypt : and Moses took the rod of
God in his hand." (Exod. 4:20) Notice the latter part o f
the text—now, it was the rod of God. Indeed, such is th e
case with us who have become disciples of Jesus . That
which we had in our hands at the time of consecration —
great or small—that which represented all we had an d
were, now belongs to God . And, as Moses used the rod
thereafter at God's direction, so we, as stewards, are t o
use our time, talents—our all—as God directs .

If we do this, God will bless our efforts . The results o f
his blessing our efforts may not be as readily seen, or be
as great, as was the case with Moses . We may need to
wait until the kingdom to see all that is accomplished b y
this power on our behalf. But whether results now are
great or small, matters not . What does matter is our will-
ingness to be used .

In Gideon's Hand
In looking back over the long history of God's dealings

with his servants, we can see many instances which illus-
trate how God's power blessed some small item in the
hand of a servant . Our minds go to a long-ago time in
Israel's history . The Israelites were cowering fearfully i n
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mountain hideaways . They had been driven there by a
ruthless enemy who was wantonly plundering the farm s
of the defeated people . Israel's position seemed hopeles s
because the conquering nation greatly outnumbered
them, and were warlike by nature . From the height s
above one could look down upon the enemy's well-dis-
ciplined and well-equipped army numbering one hundre d
and thirty-five thousand . (Judges 8 :10) Israel had no
army at all at this time, and there seemed no possible
solution for the hopeless situation, unless one would loo k
to God obediently with faith .

If we were there at that time we would see a young ,
determined man of Israel in earnest conversation with a
few men . We would draw near to hear what they were
discussing . The young man was asking them, "What is
that in thine hand? " They replied, "An earthenware
pitcher, a lamp, and a trumpet ." How strange that the
young man insisted that with just such meager imple-
ments he and the three hundred men with him could rout
the mighty host below! Such was the case when Gideon
and his band of three hundred defeated the Midianites .

We read that during the night the young man, Gideon ,
deployed the three hundred Israelites in the hills, sur-
rounding the Midianites who were in the valley below. At
a given signal from their leader each blew a trumpet, then
shouted the words, "The sword of the LORD, and o f
Gideon ." (Judges 7 : 18, 20) Then they broke thei r
pitchers to reveal the lamps inside, and panic broke ou t
among the enemy, which had bedded down for the night .

It appears that the enemy mistook each light to be th e
leader of a troup, holding up the torch for his men t o
follow him . Historians indicate it was the custom in that
day for each torchbearer to represent six thousand war-
riors . The Midianites had concluded they were sur-
rounded by a force larger than their own . In the
darkness, confusion reigned, and the Midianites' sword s
were turned against eath other, and they were defeated .
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All that Gideon and his men had in their hands were a
pitcher, a lamp, and a trumpet . But in their hearts was a
willingness to serve God, and faith that he would provid e
the victory . And he did . Once more the question come s
to us, "What is that in thine hand? "

In David's Hand
We leave the memorable time of Gideon's defeat of the

Midianites and travel down to another troubled point in
Israel's history . At this time Israel had an army, well -
trained and ready for battle . A valley separated them
from a formidable army of Philistines, and the Israelite s
were afraid .

In addition to being fearful, the Israelites were bein g
daily humiliated by a personal challenge from a mon-
strous giant . His daily taunt was, as recorded in I Samue l
17 :10, 11, "I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a
man, that we may fight together . When Saul and all Israe l
heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed ,
and greatly afraid . "

Biblical history records that at the time when Israel wa s
being subjected to the taunts of evil Goliath, the boy ,
David, came on the scene . This boy was shocked to see
the army of Israel flee from the presence of the giant, an d
in dismay he proclaimed, "Who is this . . . Philistine, tha t
he should defy the armies of the living God?" (I Sam .
17 :26) David's very statement does much to reveal hi s
faith. To him this was not Israel's army, or Saul's army ,
but it was the army of `the living God' . This active faith in
the heart of youthful David prompted him to speak of hi s
willingness to accept Goliath's challenge .

When word reached Saul concerning one in the cam p
willing to battle for Israel in single combat, David wa s
called before him . "David said to Saul, Let no man's heart
fail because of him [Goliath] ; thy servant will go and fight
with this Philistine . And Saul said to David, Thou art not
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him : for thou

AUGUST 1991

	

43



art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth . "
(1 Sam . 17 :32, 33) But young David was not to be denie d
his opportunity to exercise his faith . With enthusiasm, and
displaying great faith, he recounted previous deliverance s
he had had by the hand of God while doing battle with
wild beasts . In conclusion he said, "The LORD tha t
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of th e
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of thi s
Philistine ."—I Sam. 17:37

It appears that David's strong faith in God so im-
pressed King Saul, to the point that he agreed to David ' s
fighting as a representative of God and of Israel . Saul' s
sympathies were with David to such an extent that h e
made arrangements for the youth to wear his own armor .
However, after David tried on the helmet and coat o f
mail, and had placed the sword on his side, he decided
against wearing the protective gear . He said concernin g
the armor and the sword, that he had "not proved them . "
He felt untrained to wear Saul's armor because he had
not previously tried them in combat .

If we had been present at that time we would have
wondered greatly as David began to remove the coat o f
mail . Especially would we have been concerned because i t
was apparent that David actually intended to do battle .
We would have watched as the unarmed youth, with onl y
his slingshot in his hand, headed down the valley an d
toward mighty Goliath .

We would have been interested to see him stop at the
brook and, for a moment, busy himself. And as he arose
we would have seen that he had gathered five smoot h
stones . He had with him his staff, a shepherd's bag, and a
slingshot, and five smooth stones, and he was walkin g
toward a huge, fierce giant to do battle . But in his hear t
was faith in God—he knew the battle was th e
LORD's .— I Samuel 17 :40

The account indicates that Goliath disdained the youth ,
and said, "Am I a dog, that thou comest to me wit h
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staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods . And
the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of th e
field ."—I Sam . 17:43, 44

But young David, with complete faith in God, was un-
afraid . Note the courage in his words that he flung at the
approaching giant : "Thou comest to me with a sword ,
and a spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee in th e
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies o f
Israel, whom thou hast defied."—1 Sam .17:45

So the boy, with merely a few stones and a sling in hi s
hand, marched out as the opposing armies watched, an d
with his sling he hurled just one stone, which slew might y
Goliath . This demonstration of faith in God has, through -
out the centuries since, stirred many hearts . May we who
are now servants of God keep it well in mind. As we
engage the hosts of evil in battle, let us not think of thei r
might, or of our own weakness . Instead, let us think a s
did David, whose final words to Goliath were, "All this
assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with th e
sword and spear : for the battle is the LORD's ."—1 Sam .
17 :47

Yes, that which we have in our hand may be only a
smooth stone and a slingshot, but if the LORD indicates it
is acceptable in his service, it will be blessed abundantly .
Just what do we have in our hand ?

In Mary's Hand
In reverie, let us once more go back the many years to

the time of Jesus' earthly ministry . Imagine ourselves in a
home in Bethany where Jesus and his disciples are
gathered at a meal . We behold this scene, and amon g
those at the table we note Lazarus, who had been raise d
from the dead . As we stand watching, we see a woman i n
the doorway, manifesting great agitation of spirit, a s
though uncertain about a decision . We reach her side an d
notice something in her hand, but before we can inquir e
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concerning it she moves quickly toward our Lord . When
she reaches him, we see that it is Mary . She anoints Jesus
with the costly ointment from the alabaster box we ha d
previously observed in her hand .

Some of the disciples expressed indignation, saying ,
"To what purpose is this waste?" (Matt . 26:8) But Jesus
defended her, saying that she had poured this ointmen t
on him in preparation for his burial . Of course this was
meaningless to them at that time ; they did not know that
he was shortly to die on the cross . Nevertheless, the tone
of his remarks was such that she felt commended, and the
disciples felt reproved . All Mary had in her hand was th e
'alabaster box of very precious ointment' . (vs . 7) Probably
this was Mary of Bethany, so desirous of showing he r
love for the Lord, because he had awakened her brother ,
Lazarus, from the dead .

Did the Lord bless this simple act of devotion? Indee d
he did! When the alabaster box was broken the perfum e
quickly filled the room . Its fragrance is with us to this day ,
wherever we are, as we recall her act of devotion at this
very moment . This is true because Jesus said, as re -
corded in Matthew 26 :13, "Verily I say unto you ,
Wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached in the whol e
world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, b e
told for a memorial of her . "

How beautifully this illustrates the LORD's approval o f
our serving one another . But one may ask, in doubt ,
"What can I do to be a blessing to my brethren?" To such
we would reply, "What is that in thine hand?" If the LOR D
so appreciated Mary's act of simple devotion that h e
decreed it should be told wherever the Gospel wa s
preached, would he not be mindful of each thought o f
love one of us has toward another? And if an attempt is
made to express this love, asking the LOR D 's blessing, it
shall surely be blessed.

How often a pen in the hand of a saint has been use d
by the LORD to bring blessings to someone . We can so
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easily, without much expense of time or money, be th e
source of encouragement to our isolated brethren . It mat-
ters not if our hands are gnarled with arthritis . Our achin g
fingers can reach out to others with messages of love an d
encouragement, which the LORD will surely bless . It may
be that in our hand is just a stick, or stone, perfume, or
pen, but by the LORD's grace these can be used to bles s
others if our hearts are willing . What is that in thine
hand?

In Paul's Hand
Once again our minds go back to the period of the

Early Church. In Corinth we walk close by the water's
edge and there behold men at their several tasks . Fisher -
men are coming in from their night of toil . Laborers are
bending their backs as they unload the ships from distan t
ports . And then we note two men in animated conversa-
tion while still hard at work. Of the elder we inquire ,
"What is that in thine hand? "

The hand held out for us to inspect had, grasped be-
tween the thumb and forefinger, a needle strung wit h
cord. We ask of him, "What kind of work do you do? "
The answer, clear and forthright, comes back, "I serve
God with this needle and cord ." This imagined conversa-
tion could have taken place if we had there talked to th e
Apostle Paul . Because, when he was called of God an d
had to leave his high position as a Pharisee, all he had i n
his hand was the needle and cord which he had learne d
to use as a sail and tentmaker . It was all he possessed a t
the time, but he was willing to use it to earn the money
with which he paid for his pilgrimage . And how won-
drously God blessed him in the service of the church .

In Acts 18:1-3 we read, "Paul departed from Athens ,
and came to Corinth ; and found a Jew named Aquila . .
. . Because he was of the same craft, he abode wit h
them, and wrought : for by their occupation they were
tentmakers ." Paul's time and talent was consecrated to
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God, and he considered himself merely the steward o f
these things which God could and did bless . His trade ,
which could be a laborious one, was, nevertheless, a
means of livelihood . By engaging in it, his ministry to the
Early Church could be financed by himself, without put-
ting a burden on anyone else .

Note well Paul's love for, and dedication to, his breth-
ren as we read 1 Thessalonians 2 :7-9: We were gentle
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children : so
being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to
have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, bu t
also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us . For ye
remember, brethren, our labor and travail: for laborin g
night and day, because we would not be chargeable unt o
any of you, we preached unto you the Gospel of God . "

In Our Hands
What is in our hands? Some of us may be salesmen ,

mechanics, gardeners, homemakers, or one of man y
other occupations . But do we consider it a means of serv-
ing God? Have we prayed that God open our eyes to ou r
privileges, and seeing them, have we joyfully attempted
to fulfill God 's will? To a true child of God, only such a
course can bring full joy and peace of heart .

To Moses of old, God blessed a stick in his hand ; and
with Gideon it was the earthen pitcher and lamp . God
blessed young David's efforts with the pebble from the
brook; and Mary used her precious perfume . Faithfu l
Paul wrought `night and day' with his needle and cord, s o
that he could preach the Gospel . We must have some-
thing in our hand which we can use to praise the LORD .

Our prayer is just this : "Dear LORD, Help us to recog-
nize what tools or talents we possess, with which we ca n
serve and praise thee . And, humbly, we ask thy blessin g
to be upon our efforts to faithfully use these tools that yo u
have put into our hands, to serve thy people, and thy
truth, and thus to serve thee . Amen . "
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VOICES FROM THE PAST

Brother S . Koska, Buffalo, NY, 1974 Convention Talk

Our Vision of Hope

THE APOSTLE PAUL tells us in Galatians 5 :25, that i f
we live in the Spirit we are to also walk in the Spirit .

This is the desire of every consecrated Christian . With thi s
desire, and by the grace of God, we have been given a
vision of hope centered in the blood of the Lamb (Rev .
4:6,9), a hope that is the driving force of every Christia n
life, based upon faith in the Word of God .

The more we appropriate the benefits he has provided ,
the more we learn to appreciate God's greatness an d
glory—and, thus, the more will be our endeavor to be
like him. We will strive to emulate the great characte r
attributes—his zeal, and certainly his love—we see in his
Word of truth through his gracious and merciful plan o f
redemption revealed therein . Exceeding great and pre-
cious promises have been given to us enabling us, b y
faith, to receive still further glimpses of his purposes, an d
thus to have understanding of how to cooperate with, an d
to seek to please him .

The Prophet Isaiah was favored with a spectacula r
vision which revealed the glory of the LORD . Beginning
with Isaiah 6 :1, we read, "In the year that King Uzzia h
died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high an d
lifted up, and his train filled the Temple . Above it stood
the seraphims: each one had six wings ; with twain he
covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and
with twain he did fly . And one cried unto another, an d
said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts : the whole
earth is full of his glory . And the posts of the door moved
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at the voice of him that cried and the house was filled wit h
smoke .

"Then said I, Woe is mel for I am undone ; because I
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the King ,
the Lord of hosts . Then flew one of the seraphims unto
me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had take n
with the tongs from off the altar : And he laid it upon m y
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; and thin e
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged .

"Also I heard the voice of the LORD, saying, Who m
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here a m
I send me . And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye
indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but per-
ceive not . Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest they see wit h
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand wit h
their heart, and convert, and be healed ."—Isa . 6 :1-10 .

In the preceding chapters of Isaiah, we are given a n
account of how the nation of Israel continually gravitate d
toward a condition of sin and idolatry, losing their favo r
with God . But when corrected, punished, and brough t
back into favor with God, they enjoyed seasons of pros-
perity. We find, however, that their situation of favor with
God lasted only for short periods of time before, onc e
again, they were found delving into the same sinful condi-
tions from which they previously had repented .

As we read these accounts it is interesting to recogniz e
the method that God used in his dealings with Israel .
First, he would chide them . For example, through the
prophet he told them, "The ox knoweth his owner, an d
the ass his master's crib : but Israel doth not know, m y
people doth not consider ." (Isa. 1 :3) The LORD her e
reminded the nation of Israel that they did not remembe r
nor appreciate the favors that he had given to them—they
forgot so quickly . He contrasted them to animals, wh o
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know by whom they are fed, and are quick to look for
food in its usual place .

He then instructed them saying, "Wash you, make yo u
clean ; put away the evil of your doings from before min e
eyes; cease to do evil ; Learn to do well ." Finally, Go d
issued a plea to them saying, "Come now, and let u s
reason together saith the LORD: though your sins be a s
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be re d
like crimson, they shall be as wool ."—Isa . 1 :16-18 .

In these verses we see the attitude that God maintaine d
toward his people . Although he was always concerned
about their welfare, we find that these divine offers to
accept repentance frequently fell upon deaf ears . Conse-
quently the LORD deemed it necessary to send a differen t
message to them through the Prophet Isaiah, to en -
courage not only the nation of Israel to mend their ways ,
but also to honor Isaiah's faithfulness by allowing him t o
be the bearer of God's message .

The next vision seen and recorded by Isaiah showe d
the superlative majesty of God . It spoke of his greatnes s
and his glory . His holiness is also most markedly brough t
to our attention by the acclaim of the serephim who de-
clared, "I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, hig h
and lifted up . . . . Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts . "
(Isa . 6:1,3) We recognize immediately that the prophet i s
portraying the same vision that we see : the great Creato r
of the universe has been revealed to us as everlastingl y
high and lifted up, even as is our glorified Lord Jesus ,
who is referred to as 'sitting upon his great white throne '
in glory.—Rev. 20:1 1

Continuing, the seraphim said to one another, "Holy ,
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full of
his glory ." We understand that this particular prophecy
tells of the future time when the glory of the LORD shal l
be revealed and all flesh shall see it together . (Isa . 40:5 )
This will be a time when blessings shall pour forth—a time
when the majesty of Jehovah's righteous character an d
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government shall be fully revealed and appreciated . The
great Creator of the universe will be reverenced not onl y
by Israel, but all the world of mankind . It is only from this
future prophetic standpoint that we can understand th e
truth of these words of the angel . The whole world has
never in history been filled with the glory of the LORD .
On the contrary, the earth is full of sin and violence, an d
every evil work continues to prosper under the dominion
of the great Adversary, the prince of this world—Satan .

The Apostle Peter in I Peter 1 :12 tells us that th e
prophets wrote especially for the benefit of the churc h
class. God wanted them to know that this evil worl d
would not prevail forever, but, as expressed in our Lord' s
model prayer, that eventually God's kingdom woul d
come and his will would be done on earth, even as it i s
done in heaven . Only then—with evil destroyed and th e
knowledge of the LORD filling the earth—will this prophe -
cy be fulfilled . The whole earth will then, indeed, be ful l
of the LORD's glory !

In the meantime, we as the LORD's people are to
patiently wait for this day to come. It will come in due
time, as the LORD has promised . While in ignorance th e
world also waits for the manifestation of the sons of God ,
we have the knowledge that it will surely come . (Rom .
8 :19) Some grow weary in waiting for this promised time ,
but though it seems to tarry, we are told to wait for it, fo r
it will surely come . (Hab. 2:1-3) Yes, in the meantime,
we are always to be ready to serve him who so muc h
deserves our worship and our service, and to endure an y
opposition which might come our way, for his name ' s
sake .

In this particular vision which Isaiah was given, we rec-
ognize how the holiness and the greatness of God is em-
phasized . We notice the effect the repetition of the wor d
'Holy, holy, holy!' had upon Isaiah . Immediately he began
to lament his unworthiness, saying, "Woe is me! for I a m
undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwel l
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in the midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine eye s
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts ." What effect does
it have upon us, as we consider this scripture as it tells u s
of the ultra-holiness of Almighty God !

The account tells us that the doorposts shook at th e
sound of the seraphim's voice as he delivered this mes-
sage, which so deeply thrilled the prophet . As we see an d
hear and recognize this same vision of our wonderfu l
God, we are also thrilled by it . We feel, even as Isaia h
felt, unworthy to see or hear such a great sight, or t o
speak in the divine presence .

One of the most important traits of character in the
heart of the earnest Christian is that of humility . If we do
not possess this trait of humility and meekness, the LOR D
simply cannot use us . Progress in the narrow way will b e
very slow and difficult, if any can even be made . We
cannot evaluate another individual's progress, but we ca n
recognize our own imperfections . And if we ourselve s
fight a good fight along the line of overcoming pride ,
there are many promises that tell us God will help us, by
his grace .

This was the case with Isaiah . He was humble an d
meek enough to be objective concerning his imperfec-
tions . He recognized his condition of utter helplessness
and sinfulness, and he said, "Woe is me ." To paraphrase
his thoughts, we might say with him, "Our lips are no t
worthy nor clean enough to join with you, 0 seraphim, i n
praising the great king, even as much as we would like
to." We can, at times, feel the same way as Isaiah, as we
picture him in this repentant condition. How many of us
have gone through the same experiences of helplessnes s
and insufficiency? But, if God finds this condition o f
humility in us, as we intensely deplore the imperfections
within ourselves, and notes, also, how much we rejoice i n
divine perfection, he knows as he sees this condition of
our hearts, that eventually we may be ready for useful-
ness in his service . This is our great vision of hope !
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As Isaiah lamented his imperfection and that his lip s
were inadequate for telling the message of divine glory ,
one of the seraphim brought a live coal from off the altar .
With it, he touched the prophet's lips . Symbolically, we
would understand this to mean that the LORD is saying to
Isaiah, "Since you have realized your own blemishes an d
you recognize divine goodness, you, by this act, shall now
be granted special powers of speech and given word s
which are beyond your natural ability . Inspired by Me ,
your lips will be eager to tell of the great message o f
salvation and divine love . And what grand results will flo w
from your efforts! "

Isaiah was cleansed from sin . The seraphim said : "Lo ,
this [coal] hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged." The vision had its designed
effect upon the prophet, and his heart was quickened wit h
a desire to further engage in serving his God. Conse-
quently, in the vision he heard the LORD inquire for a
faithful servant, saying, "Whom shall I send and who will
go for us?" Quickly Isaiah responded, saying, "Here I am ,
send me ."—lsa . 6 : 6-8

As we seek to understand the lesson of this vision given
to Isaiah, we believe it would be wise to use caution con-
cerning its proper interpretation . In the vision, the proph-
et was considered by God to be cleansed after his lips
were touched by the coal . He then received divine inspira-
tion to speak and write the words of the vision . The anti -
type of this symbolic prophecy is now, during this Gospe l
Age, when the cleansing of our lips, and of our whole
being, is accomplished in a very different way . Our reck-
oned cleansing, or justification, is accomplished through
faith in the blood of Christ . We remain in this condition o f
justification by continually making use of the cleansing ef-
fect of the Word of truth—the water of truth .

Although our understanding of God's plan come s
through the guidance of God's Holy Spirit we are no t
`divinely inspired', as was the Prophet Isaiah . The powe r
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granted to him by the Holy Spirit, to speak and to writ e
under divine inspiration, is not ours to receive .

We realize, as the Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians
12:4, that there are many different kinds of gifts given b y
the LORD, during different dispensations, but they are al l
bestowed through the same Holy Spirit . They work in
different ways, but are given by the same LORD, for the
same purpose—the blessing of his people . These gifts
have diverse operations, but it is all the same God whic h
worketh all in all, and they are manifestations of the Hol y
Spirit operating in the lives of God's people, which i s
given to them for their spiritual profit .

We understand that miraculous gifts were common in
the Early Church . But, the Apostle Paul instructed the m
that the day would come when there would be no mor e
need for divinely inspired prophets to bring messages to
the church—that speaking in tongues would cease—and
that special inspiration of knowledge would vanish away .
(I Cor . 13:8) For a number of reasons, all these gifts wer e
necessary for the establishment of the Early Church .

These were new and startling truths which it was neces-
sary to communicate in an authoritative manner . Besides
this, many in the Early Church could not read nor write ,
and certainly could not speak foreign languages ; and this
Gospel message was to be preached "unto the uttermost
part of the earth ." (Acts 1:8) But once both the Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament were available to th e
people, these special 'gifts of the Spirit' would cease to b e
necessary for the edification of the church . Paul tells us ,
the Scriptures were all sufficient "that the man of Go d
may be perfect [complete], thoroughly furnished unto al l
good works ."—II Tim. 3 :17

In our day, 'speaking in tongues' has once again be -
come quite popular in some church groups, but thos e
who properly understand the subject know that the gift o f
speaking in tongues is no longer operative, and certainly
would be of no value if none could interpret the mes -
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sages. There are many admonitions given in the Bible to
guide us, and to guard the church living in this time of th e
end . The Apostle Paul tells us that Satan himself is trans-
formed into an angel of light, attempting to deceive eve n
the very elect, if possible . (11 Cor . 11:14) Our Lord's own
words along this line should put us doubly on guard when
we read, "They [false Christs and false prophets] shal l
show great signs and wonders insomuch that if it wer e
possible they shall deceive the very elect ."—Matt. 24:24

When Isaiah replied to the LORD's question, "Who m
shall I send, and who will go for us?" by saying, "Here a m
1, send me," it eventuated that the message which he was
to deliver was a very unpleasant one . Divine wisdom had
foreseen that all the warnings, the threats, and the chas-
tisements which had been prophecied to come upon the
nation of Israel would fail to reach their hearts to bring
them into a repentant attitude . Because of this, Isaiah wa s
commissioned to bring the nation a message that their
land would be made desolate and the people carried into
captivity . This was an extremely difficult message fo r
Isaiah to deliver to his own people . Many trials came t o
him as a result of his faithfulness in presenting it to Israel ,
and these trials eventually led to his death .

Our Lord Jesus gave a similar denunciation of the
faithlessness of the nation of Israel, in these words : " 0
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 1
have gathered thy children together, even as a he n
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye woul d
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate ." (Matt .
23:37,38) Jesus spoke these words just before his cruci-
fixion . Israel as a whole had rejected their Messiah, and
as a result was cast off by the LORD and scattered amon g
all the nations of the earth . Only a remnant of Israel ac-
cepted Jesus as the Messiah . Through the favor of God ,
these were the first to receive an opportunity to become
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sons of God and joint-heirs with our Lord Jesus Christ .
Later, the invitation was extended to the Gentiles .

We, as the LORD's people, also have a work to do . We
too have been given a vision—it is a vision of God 's won-
derful plan of the ages! The Prophet Habakkuk spoke of i t
in these words : "Write the vision, and make it plain upon
tables, that he may run that readeth it . For the vision is
yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak ,
and not lie ." (Nab . 2 :2,3) The LORD is still seeking ou t
messengers willing to declare his gracious offer of salva-
tion, and many have responded. These also, as did the
Prophet Isaiah, say, "Here am I, send me ."

Our Heavenly Father has done marvelous things for u s
because we have agreed to spread this message far an d
wide! There is still much work to be done! We are living i n
the harvest period of the Gospel Age, and our presen t
Lord is conducting the harvest work . There is a reaping
work to be completed, and in the words of the hymn, w e
say : "Few are the reapers ; LORD, we will join and share
in the work of the harvest time . 0 who will not help t o
garner in the grains of wheat from the tares of sin! "

God has given us this vision, this enlightenment, this
knowledge of present truth, by his Holy Spirit! Throug h
this understanding, we, like Isaiah, see the LORD high
and lifted up . We see God's majestic and righteous at-
tributes—wisdom, justice, love and power—and how the y
have been working harmoniously throughout the ages ,
furthering his divine plan . Soon the sinful and dying race
will be restored to that perfection and fellowship with Go d
which was lost in Eden .

Through the vision, we like the prophet, see the tim e
when the whole earth will be filled with God's glory, and
when all mankind will join us in singing the words : "Thou
art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honor an d
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy plea -
sure they are and were created ."—Rev . 4:11 q
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YOUNG ADULT'S BIBLE STUDIE S

THE GOLDEN THREAD SERIES—Part 1 8

Building a House for God

THE TABERNACLE WHICH God commanded the people
of Israel to construct in the wilderness was a "shado w

of good things to come ." (Hebrews 8 :5; Colossians 2 :17 )
So, it is not simply to get a historical knowledge of Jewish
forms and ceremonies that we study the Tabernacle . This
`shadow' tells us a great deal about Cod's plan of the ages ,
and how he works with his people today . But let us becom e
acquainted with the various parts of the Tabernacle .

When Jehovah spoke to Moses, he gave him detailed
instructions for building the Tabernacle . God named tw o
men who would be especially used for this purpose . "And
Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LOR D
hath called by name Bezaleel . . . and . . . Aholiab . . . .
Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all
manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunnin g
workman, and of the embroiderer in blue, and in purple ,
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in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even o f
those that devise cunning work ."—Exodus 35 :30,35

It took nearly a year for Bezaleel and Aholiab and thei r
helpers to complete all the parts that made up the Taber-
nacle . Since the Israelites were not settled permanently in
one location, every item of the Tabernacle had to be port -
able . And so we discover that although it was very beauti-
ful, it was made entirely of lightweight materials—woo d
overlaid with thin layers of gold or brass—interlocking
pieces, curtain walls and ceilings which could be taken
down and folded . All of these parts were designed b y
God to be carried from place to place, and eventually into
the Promised Land of Canaan, as the children of Israel
followed the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fir e
by night wherever it would lead them .

The Tabernacle was set up in the center of the camp o f
Israel, with the various tribes placed in certain definite
positions around it . The Court of the Tabernacle was one
hundred and fifty feet long, and seventy-five feet wide .
This Court was separated from the camp by a fence of
white linen curtains held up by wooden poles . The posts
stood in heavy copper sockets ; at the top of each pole
were silver hooks, from which the curtains were hung .
The courtyard had only one entrance called the Gate, o n
the eastern side . It, too, was a linen curtain, but it wa s
intricately woven with a splendid pattern of blue, purple ,
and scarlet .

Toward the back of the Court stood the Tabernacle . I t
was a structure fifteen feet high, fifteen feet wide, an d
forty-five feet long, which took up about one-third of th e
space inside the Court . The Tabernacle had two rooms :
the first was thirty feet long and fifteen feet wide, and wa s
called the Holy. It was entered through a door on th e
eastern side, called the First Veil . It was separated fro m
the second, smaller room, by a curtain called the Secon d
Veil . Both the First and Second Veils were made fro m
white linen fabric with figures of angels exquisitely wove n
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into the material in blue, purple, and scarlet . The secon d
room was entered by bending down and passing unde r
this Second Veil . The room was a perfect square: fifteen
feet high, wide, and long .

The building itself was cleverly made from wide boards
which fitted together, one next to the other . Each boar d
was completely covered with a thin layer of gold . But
since the wood used was very light, the gold-plate d
boards were still easily carried . How beautiful this struc-
ture was, with a floor of white sparkling sand, walls o f
gold, and the lovely embroidered door curtains !

The Tabernacle also had several layers of curtain s
thrown over it for a roof . They covered the Tabernacle ,
hanging down to the ground so that from the outside the
beauty of the golden walls could be seen . The roof was
waterproof since the outer layers were made fro m
sheepskins, goatshair, or other leather cloths .

If we had been permitted to visit the Tabernacle, we
would enter into the Court from the camp of Israel unde r
the embroidered curtain, or Gate, on the east side. There
we would be surrounded by the fence of white linen cur-
tains. Directly in front of us, as we passed under th e
Gate, we would see the Tabernacle covered with anima l
skins, and facing us, its beautifully patterned door, the
First Veil .

Just in front of the Tabernacle we would see only tw o
things. Closest to the Tabernacle was the laver, whic h
was a huge copper basin filled with water for washing .
Between the laver and the Gate of the Court was an
altar . It was made of wood covered with copper, and wa s
about seven-and-a-half feet square, four-and-one-half
feet high .

Inside the Tabernacle itself, there was very little furni-
ture . But each piece had great importance . In those an-
cient days it was important because of the part it played i n
the ceremonies and services; and today each piece has
symbolic meaning to the Christian . Passing under the first
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curtain, or First Veil, to our right would be a small golde n
table. On it were stacked twelve cakes of unleavene d
bread in two piles, with incense sprinkled on top of bot h
stacks . To our left would be a tall golden candlestick with
seven branches . Each branch had a lamp which burne d
with an especially fine oil . This candlestick supplied the
light for the Holy, burning constantly . Directly in front o f
us, just before the Second Veil, stood a small golde n
altar . It was an incense altar, and its coals were burned i n
a small bowl, or censer, placed on its top . A fragrant
smoke from this incense altar burned continuously in the
Holy .

By going under the Second Veil we would find our -
selves inside the Most Holy . Only one article of furnitur e
was placed in this room, but what a magnificent and uni-
que piece it was! The Ark of the Covenant was its name ,
and to the Jewish nation it represented the Tabernacle ,
and God's presence with them . The Ark was a large, rec-
tangular box, covered in gold . The cover was called the
Mercy Seat, and it was made of solid gold . On it, and par t
of the Mercy Seat were two golden angels with thei r
wings spread out—one on each end, facing toward eac h
other but looking down at the Mercy Seat . And out fro m
between the two angels there shone a miraculous light
called the Shekinah Glory . In Psalm 80 :1 we read, "Tho u
[God] that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth . "
This glow was the only light in the room, and it reflected
and sparkled on the golden cherubim without ceasing .

Inside the Ark there were placed three significant ob-
jects : the two tables of the Law, Aaron's rod that budded ,
and a Golden pot filled with manna .—Deuteronom y
31 :24; Numbers 17 :8-10; Exodus 16:32-34

After Moses had inspected everything they had finished
building connected with the Tabernacle, he was very
pleased . The LORD spoke to Moses and told him to set it
up completely on the first day of the first month . In Ex-
odus 40, verses 17-38, we read just how Moses followed
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God's instructions . "So Moses finished the work . Then a
cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory
of the LORD filled the Tabernacle . And Moses was not
able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because
the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD fille d
the Tabernacle .

"And when the cloud was taken up from over th e
Tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in their
journeys; but if the cloud were not taken up, then the y
journeyed not till the day that it was taken up . For the
cloud of the LORD was upon the Tabernacle by day, an d
fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house o f
Israel, throughout all their journeys . "—Exodus 40 :34-38

For the detailed meaning of symbols of the Tabernacl e
we refer you to the book, "Tabernacle Shadows," avail -
able from Dawn Publications .

QUESTIONS
1. How long did it take to build the Tabernacle?
2. Describe the Tabernacle : Where was it located? What

was the Court? How large was it? Which directon di d
the Gate face? How large was the Tabernacle and
how many rooms did it have ; what were their name s
and sizes? How many "veils" were there? What were
they made of and what was their purpose? How
were the walls of the Tabernacle constructed, an d
what did they look like? The floors? From wha t
materials was the roof constructed? What furnitur e
was in the Court? the Holy? the Most Holy ?

3. When the Tabernacle was complete, was Moses
pleased with it? Was God pleased with it?

4. What filled the Tabernacle at the time of its dedica-
tion?

5. Were all these details in the Tabernacle symbolic? I f
so, what did they picture in general?

	

q
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

W. Blicharz Middletown, NY 16
Seattle, WA August 30-Sept . 2

R. Gorecki

New York, N Y

G. Tlvador

17,18

Seattle, WA August 30-Sept . 2 London, Ont. August 11

W. Harp
West Newton, PA

	

August 14
New York, NY

	

15

OBITUARIES

Sister Margaret Kelps, Detroit, MI—May 18 . Age, 86 .
Sister Sophia V. Kovach, Nanty Glo, PA—June 17 . Age, 95 .

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

AUGUST 1—"Death and life are in the power of the
tongue ."—Proverbs 18:21 (Z . '99-75 Hymn 360)
AUGUST 8—"Into whatsoever house ye enter, first say ,
Peace be to this house . And if the Son of peace be there ,
your peace shall rest upon it : if not, it shall turn to you
again."—Luke 10 :5, 6 (Z. '04-108 Hymn 233 )
AUGUST 15—"Now we exhort you, brethren, . . . be
patient toward all . "—1 Thessalonians 5:14 (Z. '03-24 Hym n
344)
AUGUST 22—"Wist ye not that I must be about my Father' s
business?"— Luke 2 :49 (Z . '03-52 Hymn 28)
AUGUST 29—"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
amiss ."—James 4:3 (Z. '03-204 Hymn 274)
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CONVENTION S

BIBLE STUDENTS' GENERAL
CONVENTION, July 27-Augus t
1—Hope College, Holland, MI .
INDIANA/OHIO CONVEN-
TION, August S-11—Hurstboume
Conference Center, 9700 Bluegras s
Parkway, Louisville, KY. Contact
Secretary : R. Chastain, 10004 E .
550 N, Columbus, IN 47203 before
July 25 to register .
Phone : (812) 546-5466

CINCINNATI, OH—At the Horns
of the Harps, 2609 Merritvlew Lane ,
4523 1
Phone : (513) 826-4112

JACKSON LABOR DAY CON-
VENTION, August 31, Septem-
ber 1,2—American Legion Post ,
3200 Lansing Ave . Contact : Mrs .
Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashton Rd . Jack -
son, MI 49203
Phone : (517) 782-7252

NEW YORK LABOR DAY CON-
VENTION, August 30, 31, Sep-
tember 1—Holiday Inn, 334 Rout e
46, East, Wayne, NJ Phone : (201 )
256-7000 . Contact : Mrs . A . Lange ,
76 Longview Avenue, White Plains ,
NY 1060 6
Phone : (914) 948-5428

SEATTLE LABOR DAY CON-
VENTION, August 30-September
2—Holiday Inn of Bellevue, WA .
Contact: Ginger Brann, 20 1/2 East
Intercity Avenue, Everett, W A
98208
Phone : (206) 353-8983

PITTSBURGH AREA CONVEN-
TION, September 14,15—
Sewickley Grange, Route 136, West
Newton, PA. Contact : Mr . Charles
Martig, 730 Dunster Ave ., Pittsburgh
PA 15226
Phone : (412) 563-611 0

MILWAUKEE,WI, October 5,6 —
For information, contact : Debbie Far-
chione, 8344 W. Forest Hill Ave . ,
Franklin, WI 53132
Phone : (414) 529-3485

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA, Oc-
tober 5,6,7—Pensioners Club -
rooms, Barry Drive & Marcus Clark
St . Contact : Graeme Smith, 4
Cataract St ., Kaleen, ACT 2617
Phone : (06) 241-4863

RICHMOND, VA, Octobe r
11,12,13—Roslyn Conforenc e
Center, 8727 River Rd . Contact : K.
R. Warren, 2806 Stonewall Ave . ,
23225 .

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA ,
October 11, 12, 13—For informa-
tion, contact : Jos .Panucci, Dawn
Bible Students Association, 199 Rail -
road Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ
0707 3

GRAND RAPIDS, MI . October
12,13—Kenowa Hills Jr . Hig h
School, 4252 Three Mile Road, NW
49604 . Contact : J . Highway, P .O .
Box 1546, 49501
Phone : (616) 897-4249
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