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Comes “The Dawn

N PRESENTING to the subsecribers f the
Radio Bcho, this, our first issue of The Dawn

magazine, we feel confident that all readers will
appreciate the enlarged field of thought and effort
which it represents. The name The Dawn reminds
us of the fact that the world, for six thousand
years, has been passmg through a time of darkness
—a night-time experlence of sin and death—but
that a glad New Day is at hand. )

This nighttime of darkness was begun by the
omgmal disobedient aet of our first parents- ‘back
in the Garden of Eden. From this experience we
can see that there can be no real joy, peace, nor
life apart from obedience to Jehovah, the Creator.
All down through the ages man has been looking
for a respite from the afflictions with whieh he has
been” oppressed but no’ deliverance has come.

Man, by his own eﬁ'orts has utterly failed to

extricate himself fom the consequenus of his own
wrongdoing. From the Bible, however, we learn of
God’s beneficent purpose to bring deliverance.
The Bible even sets the time for the accomplish-
_ ment of this divine purpose, and tells us about
the v“dawnmg” of the New Day, which will be
ushered in by the rising of ‘‘the Sun of nghteous—
ness”; and which “with healing in His beams,”
will bring life and happiness to all who shall then
accept the proﬁ'ered blessings.

First Gleam of Hope

The first divine promlse of this commg deliv-

erance from the darkness and thraldom of sin was |
. given'to our. fn‘st parents when God said to them

" that, f‘the Sééd of the woman shall bruise the ser-
. This promise was reiterated and
amphfled when God said to Abraham:

blessed’’. All of God’s prophets waxed eloquent in

“In thee .
and thy seed shall all the families .of the earth be

the1r descrlptlon of the blessmgs coming to man-
kind with the ushering in of this Néw Day. -

A very definite step toward the dispelling of
darkness, sin, and death; was taken when God sent
His beloved Son into the world to be. man’s re-

.deemer. The angels announced the birth of earth’s

New King, with a message of glad tldings which
they assured the shepherds shall yet be “unto all
people.”

The Divine Word tells us of Jesus that in Him

- is life, and that this life is the light of men, Again

we are told that He is’ ““the ' true ~light, that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world’’.
The light of the gospel, as it is centered in Christ

- Jesus, as yet has penetrated into but a compara-

tively few of the hearts and minds of fallen human-

. ity. But with “the dawn” of the New Day, ushered

in by the. establishment of Christ’s Kingdom, will
come a worldwide dissemination of . that *‘true
light”” which will dispel all darkness. And ulti-
mately the knowledge of the glory of God shall
fill the whole earth, ‘‘as the waters cover the sea’’

Darkness Before. Dawn

It is our privilege now to hail the coming, yea,
the immediate approach, of the dawn! Tt is in
order to avail' ourselves of the privileges of the
present hour that we now are enlarging our ef-
forts — not with the thought of acéomplishing any
“‘great and wornderful works’’ for ‘God, but mere-
ly to demonstrate (1) an unselfish devotion to the

 great principle of love, which all true Christians

must possess - and which is represented in every
feature of God’s great plan; and (2) to endeavor
to bring joy and comfort into the hearts of ‘‘all
that mourn,”’ even as He has commanded.

If God so .loved the world that Xe gave the
dearest treasure of His heart in order to rescue
the disobedient race from sin and death, surely we,
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His children, can do no less than to manifest that
same unselfish, Godlike interest in our fellowmen,
by telling them of the glorious prospects that are
ahead — prospects of life, liberty, and happiness,
promised and guaranteed by the God of love.

The plunging of the world into darkness is
otherwise represented in the Bible under the figure
of a paradise lost, and the extrication of the world
from its baneful condition of sin and death into
a glorious perfection, is aptly symbolized as
‘‘paradise restored.” This restoration work is

PARADISE
_RESTORED

PARADISE

 there shall be
no more curse

Rev.22:1-3

sent fofth-:-to
till the ground
Gen.3:17.23-24

described by the Apostle Peter as the “times of
restitution of all things, whi¢ch God hath spoken
by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the
world began”. Surely every sincere Christian will
consider it a high honor now to continue the pro-
clamation of God’s holy prophets eoncerning these
‘““times of restitution,”” which are actually at hand.

Scope of Departments

In order to serve as wide a field as possible the
subject matter of The Dawn magazine will be di-
vided into various departments. First, there will
be a ‘““News and Views’’ department, -in which
current events will be considered in the light of
Bible prophecy—omitted, however, from this issue.

Then there will be a department on ‘‘Secience
and the Bible,”’ which will serve a wide and fas-
cinating field, and, we trust, will help to interest
and recover many whose faith in the Bible is wan-
ing. At the beginning of this twentieth century the
world’s leading scientists were prone to count
God out of the entire scheme of things. If they
ever used the term God at all they meant merely
“nature™ or ‘‘natural law.’”” They regarded the
universe as a natural consequence of accidental
combinations of various atoms of matter. They
said this cosmos is merely an automatic mechanism
. —a creature of chance, perpetuated by ‘‘nature’’
.. —and that they could see no need for an intelli-
gent Creator or Governor.

-ing principle; and that

But today a remarkable change is taking place
in scientific circles. Many of our greatest scientists
now are coming %o see that they have followed
their ‘‘mechanical universe’’ philosophy to a blind
end, and that God can not be counted out of the
picture after all. Jeans, Einstein, and others freely
admit their belief in God; and Millikan, ome of
America’s leading scientists, last year publicly de-
clared that his study of physics has led him to a
firm belief in a personal Creator.

Then there is Dr. Michael 1. Pupin of Columbia
University, who, in 1927 was elected President of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, who ‘also avows his belief that there
is a personal, intelligent Creator and Governor of
the universe. When such men as these now make
such pronouncements, their colleagues no longer
blush for shame nor even think of ridiculing the
thought, but readily listen to their reasoning and
give most respectful -attention.

Some Scientists Seeing the Light
Albert Edward Wiggam, popular scientific wri-

ter, in his interview with Prof. Pupin, before
mentioned;, quotes him as making the following

“illuminating statement:

‘“Wherever science has explored the universe it
has found it to be‘a manifestation of a coordinat-
coordinating, directing
principle I call Divine Intelligence. It leaves us
no .escape from the conclusion that back of every-
thing there is a definite guiding principle which
leads-from chaos to cosmos. We are faced with
two alternatives: We either can believe that cos-
mos, beautiful law and order, is simply the result
of haphazard happenings; or, that it is the re-
sult of definite Intelligence. Personally, I choose
to believe in the coordinating principle, the Di-

vine Intelligence. Why? Because it is simpler. It

is more intelligent, It harmomzes with my whole
experience.

““The theory that intelligent beings like our-
selves, or intelligent processes like the movement
of the stars, are the outcome of unintelligent hap-
penings, is beyond my understanding. And why
should I acecept such a theory, when I observe the
evidence of a directing Intelligence every day?
‘When you see the stars, each moving in its own
pathway, or see a seed grow up after a definite
plan into a tree, or see a baby develop into a full
grown self-directing human individuality, ean you
conceive of all that taking place as the result of
haphazard happenings? Well, I cannot;

“Why should I deny a directing Intelhgence
of all cosmic phenomena? To me as a scientist it is
obvious. It was obvious to the prophets three
thousand years ago. From the crudest savage to
the h1ghest prophet it has always seemed obvious
that there is a definite Intelligence back of every- '
thing. There is nothmg that science has ever found
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out that contradicts this... Indeed, the more deeply
gcience penetrates into the laws of the universe,
the more it leads us to a belief in an Intelligent
Divinity”.

Others Grope On

Of course, not all present day scientists have as
yvet seen this light which has begun to dawn upon
some of the leaders. But we need not criticise them
unduly—perhaps the dawn for them also is not so
very far away. We may, however, allow a member
of the scientific fraternity to voiece his opinion of
these ‘‘little scientists’” whom he causes to stand
back in contrast to greater scientific minds, such as
before mentioned. Prof. Dinsmore in his ‘‘Age of
Science” sets forth this rather stinging indictment
of some of his scientific colleagues, He says:

““The narrowest, the most opinionated, the most
supercilious persons one finds in our seats of learn-
ing are the little scientists, who have sunk so
deep into their constricted specialty that they can-
not see beyond its confines. They burrow so long
in their little mole runs that their eyes grow dim;
they lose all sense of the vastness of the universe;
they think the ecackle of their laboratory is the
murmur of the world.” ’ '

It is our hope that from time to time The Dawn
will be able to present to its readers the results
of noble efforts being made by scientists along
various lines — results which, when properly un-
derstood, are tending to prove not only the ex-
istence of a supreme, intelligent Creator, but also
" the authenticity of the Bible as His inspired Word.
Our forthecoming articles om ‘‘Science and the
Bible”’; of course, will not be presented in any
dogmatie spirit, but rather with a view to stim-
ulating and generally advancing the cause of
truth; and especially with a desire to help those
readers whose faith may have been undermined by
the false teachings of some who, in times past,
thought they were presenting scientific facts but
were really fostering unsecientific theories.

Present Truth

The doctrinal articles appearing in- The Dawn
will be either taken from or based upon the sound
subject matter presented in those illuminating
works long known as the Millennial Dawn series
of ‘‘Studies in the Secriptures.” Fundamentals,
rather than nonessentials, will be stressed. Our pol-
‘iey is: ‘‘In essentials unity;
charity.”’

We believe that a present-truth treatment of the
International Sunday School lessons, as in former
days, will prove a valuable asset to many in their
efforts to know the way of the Lord more per-
fectly. Later, if it seems to be the wish of our
readers, we also will introduce a Children’s De-
partment, in which we would endeavor to present

in nonessentials .
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the divine plan in language that may be compre-
hended even by the little ones.

~ From time to time many readers of the Radio
Echo have urged a more generous use of the dia-
log form in presenting the truth. This was not so
practical in the limited space available in the Echo,
but for the present we will try it out in THE
DAWN, presenting one short Biblical dialog in each
monthly edition.

The Christian Life

In these days when the standards of moral up-
rightness and Christian character are being under-
mined ; and when, as indicated by the Apostle Paul,
‘““men are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God,” it is important, as an aid to the Christian,
that the high spiritual standards of Ged’s Word
~be held aloft. Especially is this true in connection
with those who have presented their bodies as a
“living sacrifice” #10 do the Heavenly Father’s
will, These know the truth—they are appreciative
of the hope that is set before them-—and the apos-
tle declares that he who has this hope purifieth
himself even as He: (God) is pure. -

Hence, in each issue of THE DAWN there will
appear at least one article especially designed to
be of help and encouragement to the consecrated.
In this eonnection we wish to emphasize the obvi-
ous fact that in this ‘‘evil day” the standard of
Christian character cannot be held too high, nor
should any allow themselves to relax their efforts
in pressing forward.in the narrow way.

Our Christian Life department in this issue will
be devoted mainly to a consideration of what we
understand, to be thé proper basis for Christian
fellowship. '

And so, dear reader, with these few introduectory
remarks, we commit THE DAWN into your hands,
hoping indeed that you will experience as much
Joy in its study and use as we have in its prep-
paration and publication. If this proves to be true
we will feel that our efforts have been duly re-
warded and not in vain in the Liord.

A NEW MANNA BOOK

Typesetting has now begun on the new Manna Hook,
previously anmounced in the Radio Echo, Copyright laws
prevent the exaect reproduction of the original Manna
Book, so new comments have been selected from the writ-
ings of the same author. The same Bible texts will be re-
tained, however, so there will be no confusion when the
ngw and old books are used together for téstimony meet-
ings,

The new books will be ready for delivery sometime im
November, and orders are now being faken The price is
25 cents, Address all orders to:

THE DAWN
251 Washington Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.



THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

““One is your Master’’

FZ OR years the winds of strife have been beat-
ing heavily upon the saints throughout the

entire earth; and as a result they have been scat-
tered and divided into many groups and divisions,
contrary to the express command of the Master
when He said: ‘‘All ye are brethren; and ome is
your Master, even Christ.”’

We believe that the time has come for all truth
brethren to recognize that the spirit of division is
the spirit of carnality. Even as the Apostle Paul
censured the Church at Corinth because it showed
a tendency to become factional, so also now we
ghould realize that there is mo Seriptural excuse
" for any who are fully consecrated to the Lord to
be segregated into special groups or cliques and to
insist upon special tests of faith and fellowship,
that are not authorized in the Lord’s Word.

We are convinced that the responsibility for the
many separations and divisions among the saints
should be placed upon the one to whom it belongs,
which is Satan the Devil. Satan has always been
the great enemy of the church, and doubtless he
- now believes that he has achieved a great victory
over the Lord’s people in that he has been success-
ful' in forcing upon them the spirit of rivalry,
doubt, envy and division. ’

Scriptural Unity

'We shall herein set forth briefly, what we be-
lieve to be the broad seriptural basis for unity
among the Lord’s people—and with which we feel
confident that all true Christians agree. The policy
of the DAWN magazine will be carried out in striet
accord with this Scriptural basis of unity as here-
in stated. '

Shortly before Jesus was glorified He offered up
a sincere petition to His Heavenly Father, in which
He requested the necessary divine grace to make
possible a complete one-ness of heart and purpose
among His followers. Looking over the history of
the Gospel Age, it might at first appear that this
inspired prayer has gone unanswered; but such is
not the case. God has always had individual rep-
resentatives upon the earth who have been in full
heart harmony and union with Him and with His
beloved Son, Christ Jesus, who is the head of the
church, . )
~ The hundreds of divisions represented in the
many denominations that have long masqueraded
under the name of Christ, and also the more mod-
- ern appearance of factions among those who pro-
fess belief in present truth, do not necessarily rep-
resent divisions of spirit in the true Church. Rath-
er, they are mainly divisions on carnal lines, gen-
erally caused by those who have selfishly sought
to establish complex organizations and ‘‘channels’
apart from or beyond that simple arrangement for
the Church that is so clearly outlined in the Lord’s

Word. While it would be a foolish waste c¢f time
to try to amalgamate as such, the various factions,
or organizations, now existing among the saints,
yet this does not minimize the responsibility on the
part of each of us to work for that true union- of
spirit and féllowship for which Christ so earnestly
prayed.

Unity, Not Confederacy

Nor could sueh a Scriptural unity of spirit
among the various groups of consecrated brethren
be considered a ‘“federation’’ as some have mis-
takenly suggested. The uniting of divers groups
and factions as such, doubtless would amount to
an unscriptural confederacy, but to encourage in-
dividual Christians everywhere to recognize Christ
only as their head, and to meet together in accord- .
ance with the spirit of Christ’s prayer for spirit-
ual unity, most assuredly would meet with divine
approval and blessing. '

No true Christjan should wish to insist upon the

- furtherance of the spirit of carnality by advocat-

ing that the various groups, each hold themselves
aloof -and each selfishly seek fellowship and serv-
ice, entirely independent of all other consecrated
brethren ot our one true Head.

True Christian unity can be possible only so long
as Christ is recognized as the sole head over all

" His people and so long as the ransom sacrifice of

Christ is regarded as the true basis of Christian
faith and hope: ‘‘Other (Seriptural) foundation
can no man lay”’. It also must be recognized by
all brethren in Present Truth that in this end of
the age the Lord has. revealed to His people the
beauties of His Divine Plan of redemption through
Christ, whereby both the church and the world are
to receive in God’s due time the blessings of life
everlasting. - o
We believe that the great but simple fundamen-
tal truths of the Divine Plan, which have been
made known to us all, will be gladly recognized
by all Bible Students, in addition to the ransom it-
self, as a necessary basis for true Christian fellow-
ship and service at this time. There may be details
of intérpretation concerning the fulfillment of
prophecy, or other items of minor import, apon

which some of us may have reached different con-

clusions; but. there is no scriptural authority for
making matters of this kind a test of Christian fel-
lowship, . ‘

Organization

Looking back over the history of the Gospel
Age, it becomes apparent that many 'divisions.
among the saints have been brought about by the
anseriptural ~ endeavor of certain leaders. to
‘“‘force” upon the Church some scheme of organi-
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zation that God’s Word has not authorized. A care-

ful reading of the New Testament history conecern-.

ing the organization of the early church reveals
this most important fact—that every.congregation

of the Lord’s disciples at .that time was entirely:

independent of every other congregation; and
that there was no central organization, group or
committee which these independent - congregations
were supposed to look to as in a,ny sense of the
word their headquarters.

Even among the apostles themselves no ecentral
authority was recognized. The Apostle Paul,’ for
example, after hig conversion, went forth in the
ministry without so much as communicating with
the other apostles comcerning his activities. He
says, ‘I conferred not with flesh and blood; nei-
ther went I up to Jerusalem to them that were
Apostles before me.” Later he talked with Peter,
- “but other of the apostles saw 1 none, save
James’’. As Paul went forth preaching he was
unknOWn by face unto the churches of Judea
which were in Christ, but they had ‘‘heard only
that he which persecuted us in ‘times past now
preached the faith which once he destroyed’’—
(Gal. 1:16-23. :

Although the early- Church had no central or-
ganization, and no head except the invisible Christ,
yet the organization of the varfous mdependent
congr egatlons of the saints back there was as effi-
cient as it was simple—the various servants being
elected by the Scnptural manner of stretching
forth the hand. It is our convietion that true
Christian unity can obtain only where this simple
apostolic method prevails. In harmony with this
conviction we wish it known that the settled policy
of this magazine rests upon this seriptural basis.

" Liet us recognize only Christ as our Head—which
means that no organization, group or committee,
outside of your own congregation, should be recog-
nized as having authority in, or being the ‘‘head-
quarters” of your congregation.

In seecking fellowship with others of “like pre-

cious faith’’ it is not our purpose to ascertain with -

whom they may be co-operating in the work of the
ministry. Rather, we are happy to aceept into our
fellowship all believers in God’s great plan who
are desirous of exalting the eross of Christ and
are recognizing only Jesus as their head.

Tt is our thought that when Jesus prayed for
unity among His brethren He prayed for that
unity of spirit which should exist in each local
congregation of the saints. He was not praying for
a complex, visible, humanly devised orgamzatlon
that would centrally control all local ecclesias in
matters of faith and works. There is no indication
auywhere in the New Testament that God expects
the various congregations of His people to be
united in the exclusive support of some central

committee or organization. Contrariwise, the Scrip-

tures make it clear that those who insist upon the
recognition of outside influence in the Ecclesia are

guilty of engendermg the, spirit .of ‘‘carnality”’.
If it was a carnal spirit that prompted some in the
early church to say, “I am of Paul’’, or ‘I am of
Apollos’?, surely then it is still the splrlt of ecar-
nality for any to say, either by word or by ex-'
ample, that they cannot fellowship with or recog-
nize any consecrated Christians, who' are not af-
filiated with a particular group or orgamzatlon
and who are not bound with them by a certain sys-
tem of private interpretation which they unserip-
turally have set up as a test of fellowship.

Goopera.tion, Not Bon;lage

In setting forth the foregoing outline of what we
believe to be the true basis of Christian fellowship
which is obtainable only by the full recognition of
Christ, as Head, and by upholding at all times the
sovereign rights of the local Ecclesia, we do not
wish to be understood as opposed in any degree to
hearty co-operation with any of the various service
organizations for spreading the Truth that are
Seripturally operating in the field. Rather, we are
seeking to emphasize the fact that as one of them
we believe it unseriptural and carnal to be so com-
mitted to a union with any one outside group or
influence that anyone would be prevented from re-
cognizing and aiding the good work that is being
accomplished by other truth brethren.

We recognize fully that to accomplish an ef-
fective general presentation of the gospel message,
which calls for cooperative service among all the
brethren, none can be entirely isolated from ' their
brethren in other parts of the field. It would be
very inefficient and expensive for each local Ecele-
sia to publish its own literature for dissemination
of the truth—it is far cheaper to have it prepared
and shipped from some eentral point. But we also
claim that it would be very unwise, as well as un-
scriptural to insist that some one particular com-
mittee or organization be given the exclusive right
of publication, thus becoming a “‘one and only
channel.”’ ~

Our policy is to grant every one in any Ecclesia
full liberty as to the truth literature they may de-
sire to use in their work of the ministry and to let
them be free to cooperate or not to- cooperate with
ary one or more of the service organizations thate-
may be doing a general publishing work for the
spreading of the truth. The interest and prayers
of this committee goes out in behalf of all the
saints everywhere who are in any way endeavor-
ing to exalt the cross of Christ and to make known
the glad tldmgs of the Kingdom.

Service Organization

As above stated, this magazine holds that the
only Church orgamzatlon which God recognizes as
having special right in its own territory is the lo-
cal Ecclesia organization. The New Testament - re-
veals that such organizations alone were recog-
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nized in apostolic times and they alone are honored
in the Scriptures by being called the ‘‘church of
God.”” Serviece organizations therefore must be
recognized as, at the most, mere auxiliaries—busi-
ness expedients, through which to make possible
a more economical, effective, and general dis-
semination of the gospel. But there is no Secriptu-
ral authority to samnction the thought that any such
organization should be considered an ‘‘exclusive
channel’’ of service for the Churech.

We believe that the Apostle Paul expressed the
proper Christian- prineciple concerning cooperative
service when he said, of a certaiu family in Cor-
inth, that had become active in their service cf the
brethren: ‘‘Let all your deeds be done in Love.
And I entreat you, brethren, as you know the fam-
ily of Stephanas, that it is a first-fruit of Achaia,
and that they devoted themselves to Service for
the Saints, that you also be submissive to such,
and to every one who cooperates and labors.”
(1 Cor. 16:14-16. Diaglott.) There is so much to
be done in the way of serving the friends and mak-
ing known the glad tidings to others that there
seems no need for rivalry among .God’s people
and so we desire to encourage and cooperate with
all who, as the Apostle declares, ‘‘have devoted
themselves to serviece for the saints.”

All Invited to Cooperate

We have endeavored herein to set forth briefly
that which we understand to be the Scrlptural basis
of Christian unity; and we beliéve that it is upon
this basis that many of the congregations of God’s
people are organized. It is upon this same basis
that we extend to you the invitation to cooperate

_with and support this and all similar efforts to
spread the glad tidings of the incoming Kingdom

‘“‘while it is called day.”

DAWN

While it. is true that individual Christians
throughout the age have been united with Christ,
and thus in spirit united with each other regard-
less of their denominational surroundings, yet may
it not be that in answer to the inspired prayer of
Jesus, the Heavenly Father may now . permit all
His saints as a chureh, before they are finally
gathered home, to be vietorious in the matter of
unity as well as in every: other respect? But irre-
spective of the extent to which this true basis of
unity and fellowship may yet be recognized by
the various loeal congregations of the saints, we
feel certain that it is our duty to. work toward the
end of such an ideal, for whiech Christ prayed,
and not to- foster the carnal .spirit of division.

During the time of the harvest thousands of the
Lord’s people received a knowledge of the truth
and came out of bondage. But in order that every
individual saint in the eclogsing days of the age
might recognize fully the necessity of union with
and dependence upon Christ as their sole head, it
was necessary that the church be subjected to the
fiery trials that have agsailed it, especially during
the last sixteen years. = Yet, if through these ex-
periences we have learned nothmg' more than that
Christ is our Head and that no human instrument-

ality, whether individual Christian or organization,
should have been recognized in any way as having
authority over the church, have not all our trials
been well worth while? ]

We ask especially an interest in your prayers on
behalf of the spiritual success of this publication—
that its pages may ever be to His honor, that each
succeeding issue may result in rich spiritual bless-
ings for all who read it, and that its influence to-
ward Christian unity, fellowship and service might
extend out for the blessing of many more than
those who actually become subseribers and ma-
terial supporters in earrying this work forward.

Growth in Grace

“Ye therefore, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked;
fall from your own steadfastness, But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,

To Him be glory both now and

HERE is a touching tendermess in the epis-
tles of the aged ‘Apostle Peter to the house-

hold of faith, showing that, while he realized that
the time of his departure was drawing nigh (2 Pet.
1:14; John 21:18, 19), his solicitude for the growth
and development of the Church was increasing,
Accordingly, he writes two general epistles, not
s0 much to advance new truth, as to call to remem-
brance truths already learned -and fully received
(2 Pet. 1:12-15), and to counsel all to faithfulness
and to growth in grace and in-the knowledge -of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

- In the preceding verses he has been calling to
mind some of these truths, and he recognizes the

forever, Amen”—2 Pet,:3:17, 18,

fact -that those addressed are already established
in them; but, in view of his knowledge that false
teachers would arise to pervert the fruth, he coun-
sels special watchfulness against being led away
from their present steadfastness by the error of
the wicked. That this counsel of the Apostle has a
special fitness to the Church in the last days, our
days, and was evidently so designed by the Spirit
of God, is clear from verse 3: “There shall come in
the last days scoffers,’’ ete.

Let us observe the manner in which the Apostle
would have us' guard’ against being led away by
the error of the wicked. Is it by a careful investi-
gation of all the elaims which every new false pro-
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phet that arises may intrude upon the attention,
thus giving heed to every seducing spirit (1 Tlm

4:1)? No: that would be quite contrary to the-

teaching of ‘‘our beloved brother Paul,’’ to whom
Peter so affectionately refers, and Whom he so
fully endorses; for Paul had given no uncertain
counsel on this subject; saying, ‘‘Shun profane
and vain babblings; for they will increase unto
more ungodliness, and their word will eat as doth
a canker”; and, I entreat you, brethren, to mark
those wno are making factions and laying snares
contrary to the teaching which you have learned,
;md turn away from them; for they that are such
are not in subjection to our anointed Lord, but to
their own appetite (for honor and praise among
men, as great teachers); and by kind and compli-
mentary words they deceive the hearts of the un-
suspecting... I wish you to be wise with respect
to that which is good, and harmless with respect
to that which is evil.”—2 Tlm 2:16. 17; Rom.
16:17-19.

With these sentiments of ‘‘our beloved brother
Paul,” Peter’s counsel is in fullest harmony, his
advice being, not to waste valuable time in inves-
tigating ‘‘the errors of the wicked’’; but, on the
contrary, to endeavor the more earnestly to ‘‘grow
in graece and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ,”’ who is the way, the truth
and the life. The more thorough our knowledge of
the Lord and the miore intimate our acquaintance
with Him, the more secure we are in our own.

How the Christian Grows

To grow in grace is to grow in favor with the
Lord through an intimate personal aequaintance
and fellowship of spirit with Him. It implies, first,
a knowledge and recognition on our part of our
redemption through His precious blood and a per-
sonal faith in and dependence upon all the prom-
ises of the Father made to us through Him, and
then an intimate communion with Him in our daily
lives of prayer, and of observation of His will and
obedience to it.

If such be our constant attitude of mind and
heart, there must be a constant ripening of the
fruits of the spirit, rendering us more and more
pleasing and aeceptable to our Lord. A sense of the
divine acceptance and favor is given from day to
day in increasing measure, in fulfilment of that
blessed promise of our Lord, If a man love Me he’
" will keep My words; and My Father will love him
and We will come unto him, and make Our abode
with him.”—John 14:23.

To grew thus in grace and not in knowledge is
impossible; for the very object of such communion
is to build us up in a more perfect knowledge and
aequaintance with the Lord—to bring us into clos-
er fellowship with the divine plan, and to give: us
the privilege of being ‘“workers .together with
Him” in executing that plan. If, therefore, we love

and obey the Lord and desire to grow in His favor,

- His written Word must be our daily meditation

and study; and thus we grow in knowledge; not,
however, by finding out each year that what we
learned last year was wrong, but by putting on
more of the armor of God until we realize its
completeness in the full discernment of the divine
plan of the ages. We are then ready to do valiant
service for the cause of truth in withstanding the
encroachment of error (Eph. 6:10-13), being es-
tablished, strengthened and settled in the faith,
(1 Pet. 5:10.) But even to those thus established
in the faith there is abundant opportunity to grow
i knowledge; for while they see nothing new
or different in outline or design, they will be con-
tinually charmed and cheered with newly dis-
covered lines of harmony and beauty in ths-divine

~drawings of the wonderful plan of the ages.

As pupils in the school of Christ we may ever
study the master workmanship of the Divine Ar-
chitect, and, not only make progress in a head’
knowledge of the gospel, but also, and more im-
portant, will be the inereased rlchness of our per-
sonal acquaintanee with Christ and the Heavenly
Father. In both respeets it should be true, that:

¢4 still new beanties ‘shall we see,
And still increasing light.”
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Science now swallowing

Jonah’s Fish Story

F ALL the Biblical narra-

tives which have come be-
neath the disapproving eye of
modern critics, none has receiv-
ed more scornful attention than
has that of Jonah and the fam-
ous whale. That story has been
the chief target and prophetic
storm centre against which skep-
tics have railed and heapled
blatant ridicule ever since the
beginning of the nineteenth cen-

tury. Scientists had said that it

was utterly childish; hence it
was relegated to the realm of
Aesop’s Fables, and even placed

"upon a par with the silly juvenile

tales of Mother Goose.

But shadows of night are pass-
ing. Streaks of gray dawn have
made their appearance upon the
eastern horizon. And by the light
of those foregleams of the Sun
of Righteousness many apparent-
ly ghostly aspects of ancient
myth and fable now begin to
take on a new and meaningful
form. Events that were long mis-

understood and seemingly dis-
torted out of all reason by the

pranks of time are now found
to have a clear historical back-
ground. Atheists are being dis-
armed, and skeptics are losing
many of their stock arguments,
as matters about which they had
so loudly :laughed are now be-

ing confirmed by the serutiny of

serious scientists.

One by one the characters of
the Old Testament are being
vindicated by the discoveries of
modern science. Those ancient
stories which are so briefly and

_quaintly narrated in the Bible

are gradually resolving them-
selves into demonstrable histor-
jeal truths, under continuing:
scientific research and the pene-

trating probe of the archeolo--

gist’s spade in these ‘‘last days.”
And now even the much maligned
Jonah is having his long-awaited
flay in court, and is emerging
triumphant from his tempestuous
trial before the bar of scientifie
serutiny, historical study and

common sense. Science now at
last is finding much justification
for this anciently celebrated fish
story. ' :

Jonah’s Commission

The Jonah narrative probably
is quite familiar to most readers
of this magazine. Jonah was a
minor prophet of Israel whom
the Lord commissioned to go
into the heart of Assyria and
prophesy against it in.its great
capital city of Nineveh. This
called for courage; for the As-
syrian Empire was then mighty,

and the Ninevites were proud, -

haughty and godless. They had
little use for the Israelites, al-
though they were distantly re-
lated to them. Assyria was found-
ed by Asshur, who was a des-
eendant of Shem. Heber, from
whose line sprang ‘‘Abraham
the Hebrew,”” was also a descen-
dant of Shem. Hence both na-
tions were Semites and spake a
related language. -

We do not know the exact
period in whieh Jonah lived, burt
it is believed that he was a pro-
phet during the time of King
Josiah of Judah, in the ninth
century B. C. Nineveh at that
time “was a city of about 120,000
population, and this is confirmed
by Jonah 4:11. Assyria was proud
of its great capital, which was
then wielding a tremendous in-
fluence over the earth. Nineveh
was coming into the forefront as
a great world power. Its wicked-
ness also was exceedingly great.

The Lord told Jonah that ‘‘their = -

wickedness is come up before
Me,” and commanded that the
prophet go and tell the Assyrians
that Nineveh would be destroyed
in forty days unless they repent.

Jonah was hesitant about go-
ing forth and delivering the meg-
sage of (God’s vengeance against
that mighty world power., He
probably convinced himself that
it would do no good, that it was
a clear waste of conseerated
time, Hence, instead of going

eastward to Nineveh, he went
westward to the Mediterranean
seaboard and embarked on a ship
that was sailing out of the port
of Joppa for Tartessus, in south-
ern Spain. Soon a terrific storm
arose; and the superstitious crew,
doubtless all Phoenicians, began
to pray to their various gods for
deliverance. They asked Jonah
to pray to his God also. Then he
told them that he was fleeing

from - his God, that the Lord

Jehovah had commanded him to
go elsewhere but that he had re-
fused; hence he doubted if God
would hear him. He then wanted
to die, and asked the ercw to
throw him overboard. They final
ly granted his wish; and there-
after the sea became calm,

An Experience Not Impossible

“Now the Lord had prepared
a great fish to swallow up Jonah.
And Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three
nights.” (Jo.-1:17.) No-less an
authority than Jesus Christ at-
tested to the truthfulness of this
narrative. He said, ‘‘For as
Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so
shall the Son of .man be three
days and three nights in the heart
of the earth.” (Mt. 12:40.) Yet
the skeptics have doubted. They
have insisted that a whale’s throat
is so constructed that it ecould not
swallow a man, that it would
choke even on a good-size grape-
fruit.”

But science now comes to
Jonah’s rescue. It is now known
that there are some sea monsters
that ecould easily swallow a man;
and that if he went in feet first’
his head might protrude in such a
way as to enable him to get suf-
ficient air to breathe. Whales are
air-breathing animals, and regu-
larly come to the surface for oxy-
gen.  Jonah’s lving body, doubt-
less covered by clothing, would
easily resist the digestive juices
of the monster’s stomach, even as



the living tissue of an animal’s
stomach-walls is self-resisting to
gastric fluids.
ordinary whale, with a gullet rel-
atively small; it was a ‘‘great
fish’’ monster which, according
to the account, ‘‘the Lord had
prepared” to be on hand for the
occasion.

“‘“Then Jonah prayed unto the
Lord his God out of the fish’s
belly. . . and He heard me: out
of the belly of hell cried I, and
Thou heardest my voice. . . And
the Lord spake unto the fish,
and it vomited out Jonah upon
the dry land.” (Jo. 2:1, 2, 10.)
The point at which he was cast
out upon the Mediterranean shore
is not named, but probably it was
on the Asm Minor .coast,  in
Assyrian territory. Perhaps some
of the natives witnessed the
strange phenomenon—a man cast
out of the mouth of a great flsh
and alive!

That would be exceedingly sen-
sational news. And as the "pro-
phet walked forth, the supersti-
tious inhabitants would be great-
ly impressed. They would hold
him in awe as he prophesied.

Jonah’s Preaching Was Effeqtive

Jonah’s fame must have spread
before him as he marched toward
Nineveh to deliver the divine
message of the hour, which pre-
viously he had spurned: ‘Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be
destroyed.

“So the people of Nineveh be-
lieved God, and proclaimed &
fast, and put on sackeloth, from
the greatest of them even to the
least of them. For the word came
unto the king of Nineveh, and he
arose from his throne, and he laid
his robes from him, and covered
him with sackeloth, and sat in
ashes. And he caused it to be
proclaimed. Let man and
beast be covered with sackeloth,
and cry mightly unto God: yea,
let them turn every one from his
evil way, and from the violence
that is in their hands. Who can
tell if God will turn and repent,
and turn away from His fierce
" anger, that we perish not?’’

‘The fact that the wicked, god-
less, carefree people of Nineveh

And this was no .
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believed Jonah’s preaching seems
singular. In fact, that has been
long considered one of the ‘‘fish-
iest” parts of his entire story.

‘Why should all those worldly,
irreverent, haughty Assyrians
believe the utterances of a
strange itinerant Jewish preach-
er? The sinful world has never
believed any of the other pro-
phets of God, from Noah on
down; they have only secoffed
at their repeated warnings of
impending doom. Imagine these
Ninevites believing, from the
greatest of them even to the least
of them, and the mighty Assyrian
king himself leading his wicked

,subJects in humble sPrayersy | to:

God, Simply bécause a roaming,

: bedraggled strangér stood on the

street corner and said, “Repent

or you are doomed !’ Yet that is

what the §tory plainly implies.
Why the Ninevites Believed

After much scoffing at this
Jonah story for decades, scient-
ists are now having to admit that
it all seems quite reasonable and
probable. At Nineveh thé exca-
vators recently have found e-
nough evidence to give us a fair
picture ‘of the Ninevites of
Jonah’s day. They have found
that the Assyrians at thatf time,
with all their wickedness, were
very superstitious; that-* they
worshipped God in a formal way;
and that they habitually pictured
Him under the guise of a great
sea monster.

The Assyrian conception of
deity was a being all-powerful
if not all-loving; and they pro-
ceeded to represent.Him by the
most powerful creature  they
knew—a monster of the mighty
deep. Limestone reliefs of that

period portray the kings of Nine-:

veh clothed with ‘‘divine power’’
-—and this they symbolized by a
regal cloak made_from the skin
of a great: fish, which reached
from the monarch’s head down to

- his ankles.

This throws new light upon the
effect of Jonah's preaching. The
Ninevites believed him, evidently

because they had heard that he

had come out of the mouth of a
great fish. They had been accus-
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tomed to representing God as a
powerful sea iwonster; and here

‘was a prophet whom the mighty

God had sent to them from the
very jaws of the great deep, with
a special message for them. They
dared not turn a deaf ear to sueh
a prophet. They heard Him re-
spectfully. They even trembled-
as he reminded them of their sins
and warned them of impending
destruction. Even as St. Paul, in
later days, took advantage of the
superstition” of the idolatrous
Greeks, suggesting to them that
he represented their “unknown
God,” and thereby secured an
audience; so it seems that Jonah
was able to make use of the pre-
vailing beliefs of the . Assyrians
of hig .day, and thus attract their
tt’enhon and bring conviction te
their hearts.
“Anyhow the Ninevites beheved-
and, God heard their cries and
spared them Evidently their re-
pentance was sincere; not formal,
but genuine. And J onah who had
hesitated to trust God When first
He -commanded him to go and
preach to the Ninevites, found
that the Lord is equal to any sit-
uation; and that He is fully able
to prepare the way for the gener-
al reception of His message when
the time comes. And that calam-
ity that had come upon Jonsh in
the Mediterranean proved to bé
the  best thing that could have
happened.

Let no servant of the Lord fur-
ther hesitate to go forth and de-
liver Jehovah’s message, even the
message of this ‘‘day of venge-
ance,”’ (Isaiah 61:2.) Although
our experiences may be crushing
ones, so’that we may feel that
we are 1indone, that we are weak
and unable to convince anyone
concerning God’s great plan; yet
let us trust that He who has given
us His message is also able to

- prepare the way for its effective

delivery in due time. Perhaps that
time is now here; and possibly
God is waiting, as in Jonab’s
case, for us to become thorough-
ly pliable, ready and meet for
the: Master’s use. We should be

_in that condition at all times,

even on this side the vail of
death.



OUR BIBLICAL DIALOG

1 hieves in Paradise

Ernest: Frank, do you know that according to
the Bible there are even thieves in paradise?
‘When it contains such conundrums as that, how
can you say the Bible is easy to. understand?

Frank: Ernest, the Bible is easily understood if
we allow our minds to broaden out and take in the
entire scope of God’s expressed purposes. Our dif-
ficulty has been in the fact that our vision of the

great plan of human redemption heretofore has -

been entirely too narrow. We have supposed that
God has been doing the best He could to save a few
people and take them to heaven, and that all the
while the Devil has
been outwitting Him
and dragging mnearly
all mankind down to
a place of eternal
torment. Our study
of the Bible necessari-
ly has been cramped
by this childish mis-
conception of God’s
work, hence we have
been hindered from
appreciating the beau-
ties of Divine revela-
tion. But now we are
coming out of the
night into the dawn.
“Ernest: All that may
be true. But how did
those thieves happen to
get into paradise?

Frank: Brnest, the only two human beings whom
the Bible speaks of as ever having been in para-
dise are Adam and Eve when they were in Eden.
Both of these. did become sinners; but neither of
them were thieves, so far as the record goes. And
Adam and Eve both were driven out of paradise
because of their sin, Then the Lord effectively
barred the way to prevent the possibility of anmy
of the sinful human race returning to paradise, so
I don’t know just what you mean by thieves being
in paradise. The faet of the matter is, there really
has been no paradise for the past six thousand
years.

Ernest: Well, that’'s what you \say, but Jesus -
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“I sa{y unto thee today,” in this hour of seeming ‘defeat
My ngdom shall come, and “thou shalt be with Me in
that paradise,”

"promised a certain thief that He would take him

to paradise,
" Frank: You have reference, I suppose, to one of
those two thieves on the ecross,

Ernest: Yes, I was just reading the acecount:
‘‘And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee,
today thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” Just
take notice of that, Frank; Jesus said ‘‘today thou
shalt be with Me in paradise.”—Tuke 23:43.

Frank: Ernest, what is your understanding of
those words of Jesus?

Ernest Well, if I were to express a thought at
all, it would be what
we might call the or-
thodox thought: viz,
‘that paradise and
heaven are the same
‘place; and that this
thief, havmg repented

" of hls sin, was consid-
ered worthy of going
immediately 'to hea-
ven at the time of his

death.
Frank: With this
view in mind, then,

you would understand
that the thief, togeth-
er with Jesus, went
immediately to - hea-
ven and into the pres-
ence of God and the
holy angels?

. Ernest: Why, yes, T suppose so! He said, ‘‘Today
thou shalt be with Me in paradise.”

Frank: Very well. Now turn to the 20th chapter
of John and read the first part of the 17th verse.
These are the words of Jesus following His resur-
rection, three days after His conversatlon with
that thief.

Ernest: Now lets see—the 20th chapter of John,
verse 17, 1 have it: ‘‘Jesus said unto her, Touch
Me not, for I have not yet ascended to My Father.”
Well, Frank, if paradise is the same as heaven, and
heaven is God’s home, then Jesus didn’t go to par-
adise the day He died; because in this text He
tells Mary that He had not yet asecended to His "
Father—and this was the third day after His death.

Frank: And from that you must conclude that

paradise is not the same as heaven.

Ernest: There is no other conclusion one can

| . reach. But that does not help matters very much,
-~ -at least not from your standpoint; for you eclaim

(44

that Eden was paradise, but that it became ‘‘para-
dise lost,” and that paradise has never yet -been
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reestablished anywhere. But remember, Jesus said:
‘“Today, thou shalt be with Me in paradise,”’ and
that proves that paradise was in existence in His
day, and that it was not here on the earth.

Frank: Well, at least we are making some pro-
gress. And now, if you willplease read another
text—one which I think will help us to get a bet-
ter understanding of this entire matter, This time
it will be in the 2nd chapter of Acts, the 31st verse.
These are the words of the Apostle Peter, in which
he comments on one of the prophecies of the Old
Testament which tells of the whereabouts of Jesus
during the time between His death and resurrec-
tion. That is what we want to know! '

Ernest: If it really gives us that information it

ought to be a help. Aects 2, verse 31, It reads: ‘‘He,
seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither
did His flesh see corruption.” What is th1s? Jesus’
soul in hell? :

Frank: Yes, that’s the point. Even the so-called
“Apostles’ Creed’’ tells us.that Jesus’ soul des-
cended into liell and rose again the third day.

Ernest: Frank, it doesn’t seem right—a thief in
paradise and Jesus in hell!

Frank: But Ernest, how does that harmonize

with your thought that Jesus was to go Wlth the

thief to paradise that same day?

Ernest: Well, for the life of me, I can’t under-
stand it at all. But just the same, Jesus said He
would be in paradise that very day. Maybe He
only stopped off there on His way to hades.” But
anyway, it proves that paradise was in eXistence
at that time, I would like to know, though, why it
was necessary for Jesus to go to hell.

Frank: In the first place, Ernest, let us always
keep in mind that hell is the condition of death,
the tomb; and that it has no reference at all to a
place of torment. The Bible hell is the condition
into which all mankind go at death. Jesus went
into the hell condition in order to redeem mankind
from death. By His death He paid the penalty im-
posed upon all humanity because of sin. A very
foreeful passage in proof of this is found in the
53rd chapter of Isaiah, verses 9 and 10, which
reads: ‘‘And He made His grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in His death; because He had
done no violence, neither was any deceit in His
mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He
hath put Him to grief; when thou shalt make His
soul an offering for sin.”’ |

Erpest: Frank, do you know that all my life I
have heard dlfferent ones talk about Jesus dying
for us, but never, before have I realized the sig-
nificance of His ransom sacrifice. I have been told
that Jesus paid the full penalty for our sins, but
at the same time I have wondered how He could
pay that penalty unless He suffered in the eternal
fires of hell—for I thought that hellfire was the
ultimate penalty for sinners. But now I see it: The

penalty was death and Jesus died to pay the
penalty, and now there is an opportumty for

_everyone to go to heaven. Fine!

Frank: Hold a minute! That last statement is
not exactly in harmony with the facts. God did not
create man to enjoy a home in_heaven. He was
created, rather, to live on the earth. When our first
parents were sentenced to death they lost the
privilege of living upon the earth; the death of
Jesus, which pays this penalty, merely assures an
opportunity for all mankind to live again on the
earth, not in heaven. Jesus did not purchase a
home in heaven for anyone.

Ernest: Do you mean to say that no one will go
to heaven? .

Prank: No, I don’t mean that at all. The hope of
the Church is indeed a heavenly hope; not because
a heavenly home was purchased for them, but be-
cause they are invited to it as a special reward.
But oniy a few have been called to a heavenly hope.
The entire period from the first to the second ad-
vents of Jesus has been devoted to the selection of
this Church class; and, because this has been the
only work to be accomplished until the establish-
ment of the Kingdom, many of God’s people seem
to have lost sight of the general blessings of life
upon the earth which He has promised for all
mankind.

Ernest: But hesww about that thief in paradise?

" Are we to understand that paradise is this place of

special reward for the Christian, and that the thief,
aceepting Christ at the last moment before death,
became a Christian and entered into a heavenly
reward? ’ . ~
Frank: Indeed not! A Christian is one who
follows in the footsteps of Christ, one who is con-
formed to His image. Last-minute repentances do
not accomplish these things in anyone. And besides,
paradise is not the home of the Christian. Paradise
is the Biblical word used to describe - the earth
when brought to perfection. The Garden of Eden
was a miniature paradlse and the Bible tells us
that the whole earth is to be made like the Garden
of Eden eventually.
- Ernest: Are we to understand, then, that the
thief went to the Garden of Eden at the time of
his death? According to your explanation that
must be what Jesus meant: ‘‘ And Jesus said unto
him, verily 1 say unto thee, today shalt thou be
with Me in paradise’’.
_ Frank: Please read the preceding verse.
. Ernest: All right. ‘‘And the thief said unto
Jesus: Lord, remember me when Thou comest into
Thy ngdom ”
- Frank: Now I want you to notlce that what
Jesus said to the thief is in direct answer to the
request made by the thief, which was: ‘‘Lord, re-
member me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom”’
In" answer to this Jesus said: “Verily’’, which
means, very well, I will remember you when I come
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into My Kingdom; you shall indeed be with Me
in that paradise.

Ernest: What did that thief know about Christ’s

Kingdom? How could he know anything about it ¢

Frank: Why, nearly everything that Jesus ever
said and did was in proclamation of His coming
Kingdom. Everybody in all Judea knew of His
preacwny on this sunject. He right then was being
put to death by the Koman Government because
He was accused of being a King. A supersecription
stating the crime for which He was being crucified
was put up over His cross, which read:

‘“This is the King of the Jews’’

So you see, the thief had ample opportunity to
know that Jesus had made claims to being a King;
hence his request to be remembered in Jesus’
Kingdom was a natural ‘‘grasping at a straw’’ in
a time of great distress. Jesus assured the thiel
he would be remembered in His Kingdom — that
he would be with Him in paradise when it is re-
~stored. And, Ernest, the Kingdom of God is to be
established right here on the earth. That is why
Jesus taught us to pray: ‘" Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.”

Ernest: All that sounds very logical, yet He
said, ‘‘Today thou shalt be with me in paradise.”’
That shows that paradise was then existing, not
something that was yet to be established.

Frank: Now Ernest, let’s do a little thinking.
We have already learned from*the Scriptures that
Jesus went to hades at the time of His death. Three
days later He told Mary that He had not yet as-
cended to heaven, to His Father. He promised the
thief that he would be remembered when He came
Into His Kingdom; and the entire testimony of the
Bible, as well as existing sinfulness here, shows
that the Kingdom of Christ is not yet established
on the earth. As for paradise, the Bible tells us of
only one that as yet has ever actually existed, and
that was the miniature paradise of Eden. As for
the coming real paradise of prophecy, the Bible
assures us that it will be none other than the per-
feeted earth, when it will be made to ‘‘blossom as
the rose,”’ under the adminisiration of Christ’s
Kingdom. From all this, therefore, we must surely
- agree that it was impossible for the thief to go
to paradise the day he died.

Ernest: 1 see —then you think that Jesus made
a mistake! Well, that’s a nice way to get out of it.

Frank: No, Ernest, Jesus made no mistake. But
there is one thing about this text that many have
overlooked. Now let me read the text: ‘‘And Jesus
said unto the thief, Verlly I say unto thee, toda.y,
thou shalt be with Me in paradise.”

Ernest: But Frank, you changed the position of
the comma; and you don’t have any right to do
that! No one has a right to change the Bible.

. Frank: That’s not changing the Bible, because
punci;ugtion marks were not in use at all when the
Bible was written. In 1611 A.D. the translators

of our English Bible placed punctuation marks in -

the text wherever they thought they would serve
the best purpose, and in most instances they placed
them correctly; but in this one case the misplace-
ment of the comma has warped the meaning of the
text entirely, and has made it support that old
original lie of Satan, ‘“Thou shalt not sureiy die.”

Krnest: But, Frank, why did Jesus use the word
““today” at ail, if He didn’t mean that the thief
would be in paradise that day?

PFrank: The reason is very apparent. As we al-
ready have noted, Jesus claimed to be a King; He
constantly preached of His coming Kingdom. He
promised His followers a share in that Kingdom.
All the prophecies of the Old 7Testament in one’
way or another foretold the coming of Christ’s
Kingdom—paradise restored—and showed that 1l
would rule *‘from sea to sea, and from the rivers
unto. the ends of the earth.” Jesus claimed to be
the one who would fulfil these prophecies, Because
of this claim He was then being put to death. His
claim of being the Son of God, the Messiah,
earth’s rightiul King, was called in question, and
He was mocked even by those who watched His
suffering on the cross. They told Him that if He
were the Messianic Kln(r He claimed to be, He
should be able to come dowu from the eross, and
thereby give a demonstration of His Heavenly

‘power and authority. With all this scene before

his eyes, the thief asked Jesus to remember him in
His Kingdom. Now if Jesus were not the Mes-
siah He might have &aid to the thief, “Well, I
would like to do something for you, and if it were
not for the fact that My plans are all falling
through, I would reward you in some way or other;
however, as it is, I can do no more for you than
you can do for yourself. But Jesus did not say this.
Instead, He acknowledged that the request was a
proper one. Then, in spite of the fact that on that
dark day everything seemed to indicate a complete
failure of all His claims, yet He said to the thief:
I can say unto you even today, ‘‘Thou shalt be
with Me in paradise.” ,

Ernest: As I understand it, then, the use of the
word “today” was .Jesus’ method of emphasizing
His abiding confidence in the outworking of the
Heavenly Father’s purposes.

Frank: Yes, I believe that is the right thought;
and when you view the text in this way, all is
clear. Instead of our having confusion of thought
as to how Jesus could be both in hades and in par-
adise at the same time, we now can see that His
promise of paradise is still future, that it will come
when His Kingdom is fully established, and then
the blessings of life everlasting here upon earth
will be flowing out to-the people, as in the days
of Adam and Eve before they sinned. We ean see,
in fact, that the death of Jesus opens up the way
for these blessings to -be realized by ‘‘whosoever
will”—not only by the thief, but by all mankind.
In the meantime, the Church is being selected and
prepared for her share with Jesus in this great
work of blessing ‘‘all the families of the earth.”



THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL
The Truth about Hell

A Critical Analysis of every Bible Text in which the

CORRECT understaniding
of this subject has become

almost a mnecessity to Christian
steadfastness. For centuriey it
has been the teaching of ‘‘ortho-
doxy,”” of all shades, that God,
before creating man, had creat-
ed a great abyss of fire and ter-
rors, capable of containing all
the billions of the human family
which he putrposed to bring into
being; that this abyss He had
named “hell;’ and that all of
the promises of the Bible were
designed to deter as many as pos-
sible (a “little flock’’) from
such wrongdoing as would make
this . awful place their perpetual
home.

As knowledge increases and
superstitions fade, this monstrous
view of the divine arrangement
and character is losing its foree;
-and thinking people cannot but
disbelieve the legend, which
used: to be  illustrated on- the
.church walls in the highest de-
gree of art and realism, samples
of which are still to be seen in
Europe. Some now claim that
the place is literal, but the fire
symbolie, ete., while others re-
pudiate the doetrine of ‘‘hell”’
in every sense of the  word.

‘While glad to see superstition
fall, and truer ideas of the great,
wise, just, and loving Creator
prevail, we are alarmed to notice
that the tendency with all who
abandon this long revered doe-
trine is toward doubt, skepti-
cism, infidelity. ;

‘Why should this be the case,
when the mind is merely being
delivered from an error? Be-
cause Christian people have so
long been taught that the foun-
dation for this awful blasphemy

~against God’s character and gov-
ernment is deep-laid and firmly
fixed, in the Word of God—the

word *‘Hell” appears.

Bible—and consequently to what-
ever degree that belief in ‘‘hell”
is shaken, to that extent their
faith in the Bible, as the reve-
lation of the true God, is shaken
also; so that those who have
dropped their belief in a ‘‘hell,”
of some kind of endless torment,
are often open infidels, and scof-
fers at God’s Word.

God has been slandered

Guided by the Lord’s. provi-
dence to._a realization that the
Bible has been slandered, as well
as its divine Author, and that,
rightly understood, it teaches
nothing on this subject deroga-
tory to God’s character mnor to
an intelligent reason, we will

attempt to lay bare the Scrip-

ture teaching on this subjeet,
that thereby faith in God and in
His Word may be re-established
in the hearts of those who have
doubted.

Indeed, it is our opinion that

‘whoever shall hereby find that

his false view rested upon hu-
man misconeeptions and misin-
terpretations, will, at the same
time, learn to trust hereafter
less to his own and other men’s
imaginings, and, by faith, to
igrasp more firmly the Word of
God, which is able to make wise
unto salvation.

The doctrine of eternal tor-
ment of the wicked was intro-
duced by Papaey to induce pa-
gans to join her and support her
system. It flourished at the same
time that bull fights and gladia-
torial contests were the public
amusements most enjoyed; when
the Crusades were called “holy
wars,”” and when men and wo-
men were called ‘‘hereties’” and
were often slanghteéred for
their failure to subseribe fully

to the teachings of the Papacy;
at a time when the sun of the
gospel truth was obscure; when

‘the Word of God had fallen into

disuse and was prohibited to be
read by any but the clergy,
whose love of their neighbors
was often shown in torturing
“heretics’’ to induce them to re-
cant and deny their faith and
their Bibles—to save them, if
possible, they -explained, from
the more awful future awaiting
““heretics”—eternal torment.

This doctrine was not borrowed
from the heathen, for no heathen
people in the world have a doe-
trine so cruel, so fiendish and so
unjust. Find it, whoever ecan,
and show it up in all its black-
ness, that, if possible, it may be
shown that the essence of bar-
barism, malice, hate and ungod-
liness has not been exclusively
appropriated by those whom God
has most highly favored with
light from every guarter, and to
whom He has committed the
only oracle—His Word.

Oh! the shame that surely will
cover the faces of many, even
good men, who verily thought
that they did. God service while
propagating this blasphemous
doctrine, when they awake in
the resurrection to learn of the
love and justice of God, and
when they come to know  that
the Bible does not teach this God-
dishonorin g, truth-beclouding,
sinner-hardening theory of eter-
nal torment. :

But we repeat that, in the
light and moral development of
this day, sensible people do not
believe this doctrine. However,
since they think that the Bible
teaches it, every step they pro-
gress in real intelligence and
brotherly kindness, which hin-
ders belief in the torment theory,
is in most cases a step away from
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God’s Word, which is falsely ae-
cused of being the authority for
this teaching. The thinking pub-
lie, as represented in the accom-
panying illustration, while en-
deavoring to make progress to-

ward the light, are thus neglect-

ing the true source of spiritual
light and knowledge. Hence the
second crop of evil fruit, which
the devil’s engraftment of this
error is producing, is skepticism.
The intelligent, honest thinkers
are thus driven from the Bible
into vain philosophies and sei-
ences, falsely so-called, and into
infidelity.

Hell as an English Word

In the first place bear in mind
that the Old Testament was writ-
ten in the Hebrew language, and
the New Testament in the Greek.
The word ‘‘hell’” is an English
word sometimes selected by the

translators of the-English Bible °

to express the sense of the He-
brew word sheol and the Greek
words hades, tartaroo and gehen.
na,—sometimes r e nder e d
‘“‘grave” and “‘pit.”’ 1

The word ‘“‘hell’”” in old Eng-
lish usage, before Papal theolo-
gians picked it up and gave it a
new and special significance to
suit their own purposes, simply
meant to conceal, to hide, to cov-
er; hence the concealed, hidden
‘or covered place. In old English
literature records may be found
of the helling of potatoes—put-
ting potatoes into pits; and of
the helling of a house——covering
or thatehing it. The word hell
was therefore properly used syn-
onymously with the words
‘““grave’’ and ‘‘pit,’ to translate
the words sheol and hades as sig-
nifying the secret or hidden con-
dition of death. However, the
same spirit which was willing to
twist the word to terrorize the
ignorant is willing still to per-
petuate the error;—presumably
saying—‘Let us do evil that
good may follow.”

If the translators of the Re-
vised Version Bible had been
thoroughly disentangled from the
Papal error, and thoroughly
honest, they ~would have done
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more to help the English student
than merely to substitute the
Hebrew word sheol and :the
Greek word hades as they have
done. They should have translat-
ed the words. But they were evi-
dently afraid- to tell the truth,
and ashamed to tell the lie; and
so gave us Sheol and hades un-
translated, and permitted the in-
ference that these words mean
the same as the word ‘‘hell” has
become perverted to mean. Their
course, while it for a time shields
themselves, dishonors God and

the Bible, which the common
people still suppose teaches a
““hell” of torment in the words
sheol and hades. Yet anyone can
see that if it was proper to trans-
late the word sheol thirty-one
times ‘‘grave” and three times
“pit,”’ it could not have been im-
proper to have so translated it in
every other instance.

A peculiarity to be observed
in comparing these cases, as we
will do shortly, is that in those
texts where the torment idea
would be an absurdity the trans-
lators of the King James version
have used the words ‘‘grave’’
or ‘‘pit”; while in all other cases
they have used the word ‘‘hell;”
and the reader, long schooled in

the Papal idea of torment, reads
the-word ‘‘hell’’ and thinks of it
as signifying a place of torment
instead of the grave, the hidden
or covered place or condition
For example, compare Job 14:13
with Psa. 86:13. The former
reads,— ‘Oh, that thou wouldat
hide me in the grave (sheol)
ete.,” while the. latter reads,—
“Thou hast delivered my soul
from the lowest hell (sheol).”’
The Hebrew word being the same
in both cases, there is no reason
why the same word ‘‘grave’’
should not be used in both. But
how absurd it would have been
for Job to have prayed to God to
hide him in a hell of eternal tor-
ture! The English reader would
have asked questions and the
secret would have gotten out
speedly, if they had properly.
translated sheol and hades.
‘“‘Hell” in the Old Testament
" The word ‘“hell’’ occurs thirty-
one times in the Old Testament,
and in every instance it is sheol
in the Hebrew. It does not mean
a lake of fire and brimstone, nor
anything at all resembling that
thought: not in the slightest de-
gree! Quite the reverse: instead
of a place of blazing fire it is de-
scribed in the context as a state
of ‘‘darkness’” (Job 10:21); in-
stead of a place where shrieks
ang groans are heard, it is de-
seribed in the context as a place
of ‘‘silence’” (Psa. 115:17); in-
stead - of representing in. any
sense pain and suffering, or re-
morse, the context deseribes it as
a place or condition of forgetful-
ness. (Psa. 88:11,12.) ““There is
no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, in the grave (sheol) whith-
er thou goest.”’—HEeeles, 9:10.
The meaning of sheol is ‘‘the
hidden 'state,” as applied to
man’s condition in death, in and
beyond which all is hidden, ex-
cept to the eye of faith; hence,
by proper and close association,
the word was often used in the
sense. of grave——the tomb, the
hidden place, or place beyond
which only those who have the
enlightened eye of the under-
standing can see a resurrection,
restitution of being. And be it



particularly notéd that this iden-
tical word  sheol is translated
‘‘grave’’ thirty-one times and
‘“pit” three times in our common
version by the same translators—

more times than it is translated.

“hell’”’; and twice, where it is
translated ‘‘hell,”’ it seemed so

absurd, according to the present .

accepted meaning of the English
word ‘‘hell,”” that scholars have
felt it necessary to explain in the
margin of modern Bibles, that it
means grave. (Isa. 14:9  and
Jonah 2:2) In the latter case;
the hidden state, or grave, was
the belly of the fish in which
Jonah was buried alive, and from
which he cried to God.

All Texts in Which ‘‘Sheol” is
Translated “Hell’’

(1) Amos 9:2—"‘Though they
dig into hell, thence shall mine
hand take them.” (A figurative
expression; but certainly pits of
the earth are the only hells men
can dig into.)

(2) Psa. 16: 10— ‘Thou Wllt
not leave my soul in hell; neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
to see corruption’’. (This refers
to our Lord’s three days in the
tomb.—Acts 2:31; 3:15).

(3,4) Psa. 18:5 and 2 Sam. 22:
6—Margin.— ‘‘The cords of hell
compassed me about’’. (A figure
in which trouble is represented
as hastening one to the tomb), .

(5) Psa. 55:15— “Let them
go down guick into hell—margin
“‘the grave’’.

(6) Psa. 9:17.— “The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God’’.
This text will be treated later,
under a separate heading.

(7) Psa. 86:13— “‘Thou hast
delivered my  soul from the

lowest hell” — margin, ‘‘the
grave’’, )
(8) Psa 116: 3 — ““The sor-

rows of death compassed me,
and the pains of hell gat hold
upon me.” (Sickness and trouble
are the figurative hands of the
grave to grasp us).

(9) Psa. 139:8.— ““If 1 make
my bed in hell, behold, thou art
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there.”” (God’s power is unlim-
ited: even over those in the tomb
He can and will exert i and
bring forth all that are in the
graves— John 5:28). '

(10) Deut. 32:22. — ““For a
fire is kindled in mine anger,
and shall burn into the lowest
hell””. (A figurative representa-
tion of the destruction, the utter
ruin, of Israel as a nation —
““wrath to the uttermost’’, as the
Apostle called it—God’s anger
burning that nation to the “low-
est hell’’, as Leeser here trans-
lates the word sheol, — 1 Thes.
2: 16).

(11) Job 11:8.— “It (God’s
wisdom) is as high as heaven;
what canst thou do? deeper than
hell (than any pit); what canst
thou know$¢”’

(12) Job 26:6.— ‘‘Hell (the
tomb) is naked before him, and
destruction hath no ecovering.”
. (13) Prov. 5:5—~ ‘‘Her feet
go down to death; her steps take
hold on "~ hell (i. e., lead to the
grave)”,

(14) Prov. 7:27.— ‘‘Her house
is the way to hell " (the grave),
going down to the chambers of
death.

(15) Prov. 9:18— ‘“He know-
eth not the dead are there, and
that her guests are in the depths
of hell”. (Here the harlot’s
guests are represented as dead,
diseased or dying, and many of
the vietims of sensuality in pre-
mature graves from diseases
which also hurry off their pos-
terity to the tomb.)

(16) Prov. 15:11.— “‘Hell and
destruetion - are  before the
Liord’’. (Here the grave is as-

socigted with destruction and
not with a life of torment.)

(17) Prov. 15:24.— ‘“The path
of life (leadeth) upward for the
‘wise, that he may depart from
hell beneath”. (This illustrates
the hope of resurrection from the
tomb.)

(18) Prov. 23:14. — ““*Thou
shalt beat him with the rod, and
shall deliver his soul from hell”’
(i. e.,, wise correction will save a

child from vicious ways which -

lead to premature death, and
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may also possibly prepare him
to escape the “Second death”.)

(19) Prov. 27:20.— ‘‘Hell (the
grave) and destruction are never
full: so.the eyes of man are
never satisfied’’.

(20) Isa. 5: 14——“Therefore
hell hath enlarged herself and
opened her mouth without mea-
sure.”” (Here the grave is a sym-
bol of destruction.)

(21, 22) Isa. 14:9, 15— ‘Hell

(margin, grave) from beneath is
moved for thee, to meet thee at
thy coming.” . . . ‘*‘Thou shalt be
brought down to hell’” (the grave
—s0 rendered in verse 11).
(23) Isa. 57:9.—'‘And didst
debase thyself even unto hell.’
(Here figurative of deep degra-
dation.)

(24, 25) Ezek. 31:15-17—“In
the day when he went down to
the grave, ... I made the na-
tions to shake at the sound of his
fall, when I cast him down to
hell with them that descend into
the pit. . . . They also went down
into hell’ with him, unto them
that be slain with the sword.”’
(Figurative and prophetic de-
scription of the fall of Babylon

into . destruction, silence, the
grave.) .
(26) Ezek 32:21—“The

strong among the mighty shall.
speak to him out of the midst of
hell with them that help him.”
(A continuation of the same fig-
ure representing Egypt’s over-
throw as a nation to join Baby-
lon in destruction—buried.)

.427) Ezek. 32: 27— ‘And they
shall not lie with the mighty that
are fallen of the uncircumcised,
which are gone down to hell
with their weapons of war: and
they have laid their swords un-
der their heads; but their inig-
nities shall be upon their bones,
though they were the terror of
the mighty in the land of the
living.”  (The grave is the only
“hell”” where fallen ones are
buried and lie with their weap-
ons of war under their heads.)

(28) Hab. 2:5—‘Who en-
largeth his desire as hell (the
grave) and as death, and cannot
be satisfied.”
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(29) Jonah 2:1, 2—‘Then
Jonah prayed unto the Lord his
God, out of the fish’s belly, and
said, I cried by reason of mine
affliction unto the Lord, and he
heard me; out of the belly of
hell eried I, and thou heardest
my voice.”” (The belly of the fish
was for a time his' grave—see
margin.)

(30, 31) Isa. 28:15-18.—‘‘Be-
cause ye have said, We have
made a covenant with death, and
with hell (the grave) are we at
agreement; when the overflow-
ing scourge shall pass through,
it shall not come unto us, for we
have made lies our refuge, and
under falsehood have we hid
ourselves: Therefore, saith the
Lord, ... Your covenant with
death shall be disannulled, and
your agreement with hell (the
grave) shall not stand.)’ (God
thus declares that the present
prevalent idea, by which death
and the grave are represented as
 friends, rather than enemies,
shall cease; and men shall learn
that death is the wages of sin,
now and that it is in Satan’s
power (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 2:14))
and not an angel sent by God.)

All Other Texts Where ‘‘Sheol”
Occurs—Rendered ‘‘Grave’’ and
l‘Pit”

Gen. 37:35—“I will go down
into the grave unto my son.”’

Gen. 42:38.-—“Then shall ye
bring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to the grave.” (See also
the same expression in 44:29, 31.
The translators did not like -to
send God’s servant, Jacob, to
hell simply because his sons were
evil.)

1 Sam. 2:6.—“The Lord kill-

eth, and maketh alive: he bring- -

eth down to the grave, and
bringeth up.”’

1 Kings 2:6, 39— ‘Let not his
hoar head go down to the grave
with peace. His hoar head
bring thou down to the grave
with blood.”’
~Job 7:9—‘He that goeth
“down to the grave.”

Job 14:13—“Oh, that thou
wouldst hide me in the grawve,
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that thou wouldst keep me secret
until thy wrath be past, that
thou wouldst appoint me a set
time, and remember me (resur-
rect me) !’

dob 17:13.—“If 1 wait, the
grave is mine house: I have
made my bed in the darkness ”

- (Job waits for resurrechon ‘in

the morning.’’)

Job 17:16—"“They shall go
down to the bars of the ‘pit
(grave), when our rest together
is in the dust.” _

Job 21:13—“They spend
their days in mirth, and in a
moment go down to the grave.”

Job 24:19, 20.— “Drought and
heat consume the snow waters:
so doth the grave those which
have sinned.”” (All have sinned,
hence “Death passed upon all
men,”’ and all go down to the
grave. But all have been re-
deemed by ‘‘the preecious blood
of Christ”; hence all shall be
awakened and come forth again
in God’s due time—‘in the morn-
ing.”—Rom. 5:12, 18, 19,

Psa. 6:5—“In death there is
no remembrance of thee; in the
grave who shall give thee
thanks?”’

Psa. 30:3—~‘0 Lord, thou
hast brought up my soul from
the grave: thou hast kept me
alive, that I should not go down
to the pit.” (This passage ex-
presses gratitude for recovery
from damger of death.)

' Psa. 31:17.— ‘Liet the wicked
be ashamed; let them be silent in
the grave.”’

Psa. 49: 14, 15, margin— ‘Like
sheep they are laid in the grave:
death shall feed on them; and
the upright (the saints—Dan. 7:
27) shall have dominion over
them in the morning (the Millen-
nial morning); and their beauty
shall consume, the grave being
an habitation to every one of
them. But God will redeem my
soul from the power of the
grave.”

Psa. 88:3—‘My hfe draweth
nigh unto the grave.” -
—‘‘Shall he deliver

Psa. 89:48.
his soul from the hand of the
ef’”
Psa. 141:7 —“Our bones are

scattered at the grave’s mouth.”’

Prov. 1:12—“‘Let us swallow
them up alive as the grave: and
whole, as those that go down in-
to the pit” (i.e., as of an earth-
quake, as in Num. 16:30-33).

Prov., 30:15, 16.—‘Four
things say not, it is enough: the
grave,’”’ ete.

Ecel. 9:10— “Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest.”

Song of Solomon 8: 6.——
ousy is cruel as the grave.’

Isa. 14:11.—"“Thy pomp is
brought down to the grave.’

Isa. 38:10.—“I shall go to the
gates of the grave: 1 am de-

“Jeal-

prived of the residue of my
years.”’
Isa. 38:18.—'‘The grave can-

not - praise thee, death cannot
celebrate thee: they that go down
into the pit cannot hope for thy
truth.”

Num. 16:30-33—If . . . they
go down quick into the pit, then
shall ye understand. . . . The
ground clave asunder that was
under them, and the earth opened

her mouth and swallowed them

up, and their houses, and all the
men that appertained unto
Korah, and all their goods. They
and all that appertained to them
weént down alive into the pit, and
the earth closed upon them: and
they perished from among the
congregation.”’

Ezek: 31:15—‘In the day

when he went down to the

grave,”
Hosea 13:14.—“I will ransom

them from the power of the
grave; 1 will redeem them from -
death. O death, I will be thy
plagues; O grave, I will be thy
destruction. Repentance shall be
hid from mine eyes.” (The Leord
did mot ransom any from a place
of fire and torment, for there is
no such place; but he did ransom
all mankind from the grave,
from death, the penalty brought
upon all by Adam’s sin, as this
verse declares.)

The above list ineludes every
instance of the use of the English



word “hell’” and the Hebrew
word sheol in the Old Testament.
From this examination it must
be evident to all readers that
God’s revelations for four thous-
and years contain not a single
hint of a ‘‘hell,” such as the
word is now understood to sig-
nify.

‘‘Hell’’ in the New Testament

" In the New Testament, the

‘Greek word hades corresponds

exactly to the Hebrew word

sheol. As proof see the quota-

tions of the Apostles from the
0ld Testament, in which they
render it hades. For instance,
Acts 2:27, “Thou wilt not leave
my soul in hades,” is a quotation
from Psa. 16:10, ‘“Thou wilt not
leave my soul in sheol”” And in
1 Cor. 15: 54, 55, ‘‘Death is swal-

lowed up in victory. O death,"

where is thy sting? O grave
(hades), where is thy vietory?”’
is an allusion to Isa. 25:8, ‘‘He
will swallow up death in vie-
tory,” and to Hos. 13:14, ““O

death, I will be thy plagues; O-

sheol, I will be thy destruction.”’

‘““Hell” From the Greek word
“‘Hades” -

Matt. 11:23—“And t h o u,
‘Capernaum, whiech art exalted
unto heaven, shalt be brought
down to hell;”” Luke 10:15:
“‘Shall be thrust down to hell.”’
(In privileges of knowledge and
opportunity the eity was highly
favored, or, figuratively, ‘¢
alted unto heaven;’ but because
of misuse of God’s favors, it
‘would be debased, or, figurative-
ly, cast down to hades, o v e r-
thrown, destroyed. It is now so
thoroughly buried in oblivion,
that even the site where it stood,
is a matter of dispute. Caper-
n aum is certainly destroyed,
thrust down to hades.) v

Luke 16:23—‘In h e 11 he
lifted up his eyes, being in tor-
ments.” (A parabolic figure ex-
plained further along, under a
separate heading.)

Rev. 6:8—“Andbehold a

ex--
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pale horse: and his name that sat
on him was Death, and Hell fol-
lowed with him,”” (Symbol of de-
struction or the grave.)

Matt. 16:18—“Upon this rock
I will build my church; and the
gates ‘of hell shall not prevail

. against®it.” (Although bitter and

relentless persecution, even unto
death, should afflict the Church

-fduring the Gospel.age, it should

it

never prevail to. her utter ex-
termination; and eventually, by
h e r resurrection, accomplished
by her Lord, the Church will
prevail over hades—the tomb.)

Christ in “Hell’”” (Hades) and
Resurrected from ‘Hell”
(Hades).—Acts 2:1, 14, 22-31.

‘“And when the day of Pente-
cost was fully come, ... Peter
.. . lifted up his voice and said,
.~ Ye men of Israel, hear these
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you, . . .
being delivered by the determi-
nate counsel and foreknowledge
of God (‘He was delivered for
our offenses’), ye have taken
and by wicked hands have cruci-
fied and slain: whom God hath
raised up, having loosed t h e
pains (or bands) of death, be-
cause it was not possible that he
should be holden of it (for the
Word of Jehovah had previously
declared his resurrection); for
David speaketh concerning him
(personating or speaking f o r
him), ‘I (Christ) foresaw the
Lord (Jehovah) always before
my face; for he is on my right
h a n d, that I should not be
moved.

¢ ‘Therefore did my heart
rejoice, and my tongue was glad;
moreover also my flesh shall rest
in hope, because thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell (hades, the
the state of death), neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to
see .corruption, Thou (Jehovah)
hast made known to me (Christ)
the ways of life.”’’ Here our
Lord, as personified by the pro-
phet David, expresses His faith
in Jehovah’s promise of a resur-
rection and in the full and glor-
ious accomplishment of Jehovah’s
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plan through Him, and rejoices

"in the prospect.

. Peter then proeceeds, saying:
‘“Men and brethren, let me freely
speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his sepulcher is with
us unto this day (so that this
prophecy could not have referred
to himself personally; because
David’s soul was left in ‘‘hell’”’—
the tomb). Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him,
that of the fruit of his loins
according to the flesh, He would
raise up Christ to sit on his
throné; he, seeing this- before
(prophetically) spake of the res-
urrection of Christ (out of
hades, the tomb), that His soul
was not left in hell neither did
His flesh see ecorruption.”’

Thus Peter presents a strong
argument, based on the words
of the prophet David—showing
first, that Christ, who was deliv-
ered by God for our offenses,
went to ‘‘hell,”’ the grave, the
condition of death, destruction
(Psa. 16:10); and, second, that
according to promise He had
been delivered from hell, the
grave, death, destruetion, by a
resurrection-—a raising up to
life; being created again, the
same identical being, yet more
glorious, and exalted even to
“the express image of the Fa-
ther’s person.” (Heb. 1:3) And
now. ‘‘this same Jesus’’ (Acts 2:
36), in his subsequent revelation
to the Church, declares—

Rev. 1:18.—‘I am he that liv-
eth, and was dead, and behold, I
am alive forevermore, A m e n;
and have the keys of hell (hades,
the grave) and of death.”

Amen! Amen! our hearts re-
spond ; for in His resurrection we
see the glorious outcome of the
whole plan of Jehovah to be ac-
complished through the power of
the- Resurrected One who now
holds the keys of the tomb and
of death and in due time will re-
lease all the prisoners who are,
therefore, called the ‘‘prisoners
of hope.”” (Zech, 9:12; Luke 4:
18.) No craft or cunning can by
any possible device wrest these
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Scriptures entire and pervert
them to the support of that mon-
strous and blasphemous Papal
tradition of eternal torment. Had
that been our penalty, Christ, to
be our vicarious sacrifice, must
still, and to all eternity, endure
such torment, which no one will
claim. But death was our penal-
ty, and ‘‘Christ died for our
sins,” and ‘‘also for the sins of
the whole world.”—1 Cor. 15:3;
1 John 2:2,

Rev. 20:13, 14— '“And the sea
gave up the dead which were in
it; and death and hell (the
grave) delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they
were judged, every man, accord-
ing to their works. And death
and hell (the grave) were cast
into the lake of fire: this is the
Second Death.”” (The lake of fire
is the symbol of final and ever-
lasting destruetion. Death a n d
hell (the grave) both go into it.
There shall be no more death;
‘‘the last enemy that shall be de-
stroyed is death.”—1 Cor. 15:
26; Rev. 21:4.) :

Other Occurrences of the Word
“Heu”

Having examined the w o r @
sheol, the only word in the Old
Testament rendered ‘‘hell,”” and
the word hades, most frequently
in the New Testament rendered
“hell,”” we now notice every re-
maining instance in Seripture of
the English word “hell.”’ In the
New Testament two other words
are rendered ‘‘hell;” namely, ge-
henna and tartaroo, which we
will consider in the order named.

‘‘Gehenna” Rendered Hell”

This word occurs in the fol-
lowing passages—in all twelve
times :(—Matt. 5:22, 29, 30; 10:
28;18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43-
47; Luke 12:5; Jas. 3:6. It is
the Grecian mode of spelling the
Hebrew words which are trans-
lated ‘‘Valley of Hinnom.” This
valley lay just outside the eity
of Jerusalem, and served the
purpose of sewer and garbage
burner to the city. The offal, gar-
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{bage, etc., were emptied there,

and fires were kept continually
burning to consume utterly all,

things deposited therein, brim-
stone being added to assist com-
bustion and insure complete de-
struction. But no living thing was

ever permitted to be cast into

Gehenna. The - Jews were not
allowed to torture any ecreature.
" 'When we consider that in the
people of Israel God was giving
us object lessons illustrating his
dealings and plans, present and
future, we should expect that

anything that defileth, or that
worketh abomination,.or maketh
a lie; but only such as the lamb
shall write as worthy of life.

This city, which thus will rep-
resent the entire saved world in
the end of the Millennium, was
typified in the earthly city, Je-
rusalem; and the defiling, the
abominable, ete.,. the class un-
worthy of life everlasting, who
do not enter in, were represented
by the refuse and the filthy, life-
less carcasses cast into Gehenna
outside the city—whose utter de-

Gehenna—the Valley of Hinnom,

this Valley of Hinnom, or Gehen-
ma, would also play its part in
illustrating things future, We
know that Israel’s priesthood
and temple illustrated the Roy-
al Priesthood, the Christian
Church as it will be, the temple
of God; and we know, that their
chief city was a figure of the
New Jerusalem, the seat of king-
dom power and regal authority—
the city (government) of the
Great King, Immanuel.
Remember, too, Christ’s gov-
ernment is represented in the
book of Revelation (Rev. 21:
10-27) under the figure of a city
—the New Jerusalem. There,
after deseribing the class permit-
ted to enter the privileges and
blessings of that Kingdom—the
honorable and glorious, and all
‘who have right to the trees of
life—we find it also declared
that there shall not enter into it

Symbol of the Second Death:

struction was thus symbolized—
Second Death. Accordingly, we:
find it stated that those not
found worthy of life are to be
cast into the ‘‘lake. of fire’’ (Rev.-
20:15)—fire here, as everywhere,
being used as a symbol, and the
lake of fire being from this same
place of destruction, Gehenna.
Therefore, while Gehenna serv-
ed ‘a-useful purpose to the city
of Jerusalem as a place for gar-
bage burning, it, like the city it-
self, was typical, and illustrated
the future dealings of God in re-
fusing and committing  to de-
struetion all the impure elements
thus preventing them from de-
filing the holy city, the New
Jerusalem, after the trial of the
Millennial age of judgment shall
have fully proved them and sep-
arated with unerring accuracy
the ‘‘sheep’’ from the ‘‘goats.’”
- 80, then, Gehenna was a type



or illustration of the Second
Death—final and complete de-
struction, from which there can
be no recovery; for after that,
‘‘there remaineth no more saori-
fice for sins,” but only ‘‘fiery in-
dignation which shall devour
the adversaries.”—Heb. 10: 26,

Let us remember that Israel,
for the purpose of being used as
types of God’s future dealing
with the race, was typically
treated as though the ransom
had been given before they left
Egypt, though only a typiecal
lamb had been slain. When Jer-
usalem was built, and the Tem-
ple—representative of the true
temple, the Church, and the true
kingdom as it will be established
by Christ in the Millennium—
that people typified the world in
the Millennial age. Their priests
represented the glorified Royal
Priesthood, and their Law and
its demands of perfect obedience
represented the law and condi-
tions under the New Covenaht,
to be brought into operation for
the blessing of all the obedient,
.and for the condemnation of all
who, when granted fullest op-
portunity, will not heartily sub-
mit to the righteous ruling and
Jlaws of the Great King,

Seeing then, that Israel’s poli-
ty, its condition, ete., prefigared
those of the world in the coming
.a g e, how appropriate that we
should find the valley or abyss,
Gehenna, a figure of the Second
Death, the utter destruction in
‘the coming age of all that is un-
‘worthy of preservation; and how
aptly, too, is the symbol, ‘‘lake
of fire burning with brimstone’’
(Rev. 19:20), drawn from. this
.same Gehenna, or Valley of Hin-

nom, burning continually with -

brimstone. The e x pression,
“‘burning with brimstone’’ adds
force to the symbol, ‘‘fire,”’ to
-express the utter and irrevocable
destructiveness of the Second
Death; for burning brimstone is
the most deadly agent known,

How reasonable, too, to expeect
that Israel would have courts
and judges resembling or pre-
figuring the judgments of -the
next age; and that the sentence
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of those (figurative) ecourts of
that (figurative) people under
those . (figurative) laws to that
(figurative) abyss, outside that
(figurative) ecity, would largely
correspond to the (real) sen-
tences of the (real) court and
judges in the next age. If these
points  are kept in mind, they
will greatly assist us in under-
standing the words of our Lord
in reference to - Gehenna; for
though the literal valley just at
hand was named and referred
to, yet His words carry with them
lessons concerning the future
age and the antitypical Gehenna
—the Second Death.

Shall Be In Danger of Gehenna
Matthew 5:21,22,27-29.

““Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, ‘Thou
shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be amenable to
the judges:’ but I say unto you,
that whosoever is angry with his
brother without a ecause shall
(future—under the regulations
or the real Kingdom) be amen-
ab.e to the judges; and whoso-
ever shall say to his brother,
‘Raca’ (villain), shall be in dan-
ger of the high council; but who-
soever shall say, ‘Thou fool/
shall be in danger of hell (Ge-
henna) fire.”’ ‘

To understand these r e f e r-
ences to council and judges and
Gehenna, all should know some-
thing of Jewish regulations. The
““Court of Judges” consisted of
seven men (or twenty-three, —
the number is in - dispute), and
had power to judge some classes
of crimes, The High Couneil, or
Sahendrin, consisted of seventy-
one men of recogunized learming
and ability, This constituted the
highest court of the Jews, and
its supervision was over the
gravest offences. The most seri-
ous sentence was death; but
certain very obnoxious criminals
were subjected to an indignity
after death, being refused burial
and cast with the carcasses of
dogs, the city refuse, ete., into
Gehenna, there to be consumed.

The object of this burning in
Gehenna was to make the crime

'say unto you . .
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and the criminal detestable in
the eyes of the people, and signi-
fied that the eulprit was a hope-
less case. It must be remembered
that Israel hoped for a resurrec-
tion from the tomb, and hence
they were particular in caring
for the corpses of their dead.

Not realizing fully God’s power,
they apparentiy thought the: He
needed their assistance to that
extent, (Exod. 13:19; Heb. 11:
22; Aects 7:15,16.) Hence the
destruction of the body in Ge-
henna after death (figurative-
ly)  implied the loss of hope of
future life by a resurrection.
Thus. to such Gehenna repre-
sented the Seeond Death, in the
same figurative way that they
as a people represented or illus-
trated a future order of things
under the New Covenant.

‘“Ye have heard,” ete., “‘but I
. it is better for
thee to lose one of thy members
than that the whole body should
be cast into Gehenna.”’-—Matt. 5.

Here again the operation of
God’s Law under the New Cove-
nant is contrasted with its oper-
ation under the Old J e wish
Covenant, and the lesson of self-
control is urged by the statement
that it is far more profitable that
men should refuse to gratify de-
praved desires (though they be
dear to them as a right eye, and
apparently as indispensable as a
right hand) than that t hey
should gratify these, and lose, in
the Second Death, the future
life provided through the atone-
ment for all who will return to
perfection, holiness and God.

Able to Destroy Both Soul and
Body in Gehenna

“Fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell (Gehenna).’’ See al-
so- another account of the same
discourse by Luke—12:4, 5.

Here our Lord pointed out to
His followers the great reason
th ey had for courage an d
bravery under the most trying
cireumstances. . They were to ex-
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pect persecution, and to have all
manner of evil spoken against
them falsely, for His sake, and
for the .sake of the ‘‘good tid-
ings” of which he made them the
ministers and heralds; yea, the
time would come, that whosoever
would kill them would think that
he did God a service, Their con-
solation or reward for this was
to be received, not in the present
life, but in the life to come.

Assurance was given them
that He had come to give His life
a ransom for many, and that all
.in their graves must in conse-
quence, in due time, hear the
Deliverer’s voice and come forth,
either to reward (if their trial
had been passed in this life sue-
cessfully), future trial, or judg-
ment, . as must be the case with
the great majority who do not,
in this present life, come to the
necessary knowledge and oppor-
tunity essential to a complete
trial.

Undying Worms and Quenchless
Fires '

Matthew '18: 8, 9; Mark 9:43.48

Here it is conclusively shown

that Gehenna as a figure repre-
sented the Second Death—the
utter destruction which must en-
sue in the case of all who, after
having fully received the oppor-
tunities of a future being or ex-
istence through our Lord’s sac-
rifice, prove themselves un-
worthy of God’s gift, and refuse
to accept it, by refusing obedi-
ence to His just requirements.
For it does not say that God will
preserve soul or body in Gehen-
na, but that in it He can and will
“destroy” both. Thus we are
taught that any who are con-
demned to the Second death are
h o pelessly and forever blotted

out of existence.

(Since these two passages re-
fer to the same discourse, we
quote from Mark—remarking
that verses 44 and 46, and part
of 45, are not found in the oldest
Greek MSS., though verse 48,
which reads the same, is in all
manuscripts. We quote the text
as found in these ancient and
reliable MSS.) “If thy hand
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offend thee, cut it off; it is bet-
ter for thee to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands
to go into Gehenmma, into the fire
that never shall be quenched.
And if thy foot offend thee, cut
it off: it is better for thee to en-
ter halt into life, than having
two feet to be cast into Gehenria,
And if thine eye offend thee,

pluck it out: it is better for thee .

to enter into the Kingdom of
God with one eye than' having

two eyes to be cast into Gehenna, -

where the worm dies not and the
fire is not quenched.”

After reading the above, "all
must agree with the prophet that
our Lord opened His mouth in
figures and obscure s a yin g s.
(Psa. 78:2; Matt.-13:35) No one
for a moment supposes that our
Lord advised the people to muti-
late their bodies by cutting off
their limbs, or gouging out their

~eyes: Nor does He wish us to un-

derstand that the injuries and
disfigurements of the present
life will continue beyond the
grave, when we shall ‘‘enter into
life.” The Jews, whom the Lord
addressed, having no conception
of a place of everlasting torment,
and who knew the word Gehen-
na to refer to the valley outside
their city, which was not a place
of torment, nor -a place where
any living thing was cast, but a
place for the utter destruction
of whatever might be cast into
it, recognizing the Lord’s ex-
pression regarding limbs a n d
eyes to be figurative, knew that
Gehenna also was used in the

same figurative sense, to symbol-
ize utter destruetion. ‘

E’reaching in Parables

The ‘Lord meant simply this:
The future life, which God has
provided for redeemed man, is
of inestimable value, and it will
richly pay you to make any sac-
rifice to receive and enjoy that
life. Should it even cost an eye,
a hand or a foot, so that to all
eternity you would be obliged to

- endure the loss of these, yet life

would be cheap at even such a
cost. That would be better far
than to retain your members and

" worms
fire?

‘lose all in Gehenna. Doubtless,

too, the hearers drew the lesson
as applicable to all'the affairs of
life, and understood the Master
to mean that it would richly re-

‘pay them to deny th emselves
-many comforts, pleasures a n d
" tastes, dear to them as a right
-hand, precious-as an eye, and

serviceable as a foot, rather than
by gratification to forfeit the
life to-come and be utterly de-
stroyed in Gehenna—the Second
Death. - :

But what ahout the uﬁdying
and the unquenchable

.- We answer, In the literal Ge-
henna, which is the basis of our
Lord’s illustration, the bodies of
animals, ete., frequently fell up-
on ‘ledges of rocks and not into
the fire kept burning b el o w. -

.Thus exposed, these would breed

worms and be destroyed by them,

-as completely and as surely as
those which burned. No .one was
.allowed - to disturb the. contents
.of this valley; hence the worm

and the fire together completed
the work of destruction—t h e
fire was not quenched and. the
worms died not.

This Scripture text would not
Infer that in Giehenna there are
everlasting worms. The thought -
is that the worms did not die off
and leave the carcasses there,
but continued and ecompleted the
work of destruetion. So with the
fire: it was not quenched, it
burned on wuntil all was con-
sumed. Just so if a house were
ablaze and the fire could not be
controlled or quenched, but
burned until the building was
destroyed, we might properly
call -i't an unquenchable fire.

. Our Lord wished to impress

Lf;he thought of the completeness

and finality of the Second Death,
symbolized in Gehenna. - All who
go into the Second Death will be
thoroughly and completely and
forever destroyed; no ransom
will ever again be given for any
(Rom. 6:9); for none worthy of
life will be cast into the Second
Death, or lake of fire, but only
those who love unrighteousness.



after coming to the knowledge
of the truth.

Not only in the above instances
is the Second Death pointedly il-
lustrated by Gehenna, but it is

evident that the same Teacher,

used the same figure to represent
the same thing in the symbols of
Revelation,—though there it is
not called Gehenna, but trans-
lated ‘‘lake of fire.”’

The same valley was once be-
fore used as the basis of a dis-
course — by the Prophet Isaiah.
(Isa. 66:24) Though he gives it
no name, he describes it; and all
should notice that he speaks, not
as some with false ideas might
expeet, of billions alive in flames
and torture, but of the carcasses
of those who transgressed against

the Lord, who are thus repre-

sented as utterly destroyed in the
Second Death, :
» The two preceding verses show
“the time when this prophecy will
be fulfilled, and it is in perfect
harmony with the symbols of
Revelation: it appertains to the
new dispensation, the Millen-
nium, the “new heavens and new
earth’’ condition of things. Then
all the righteous will see the
justice as well as the wisdom of
the utter destruetion of the in-
corrigible, wilful enemies of
righteousness, as it is written:
“‘They shall be an abhorring un-
to all flesh.”’ ‘

Matthew 23: 15, 33

The class here addressed was
not the heathen who had no
knowledge of the truth, nor the
lowest and most ignorant of the

Jewish nation, but the Seribes .
the -

and Pharisees, outwardly
most religions, and the leaders
and teachers of the people. To
these our Lord said, ‘‘How can
ye escape the judgment of Ge-
henna?’ These men were hypo-
critical: they were not true to
their convietions. Abundant testi-
~mony of the truth had been
borne to them, but they refused
to accept it,.and endeavored to
counteract its influence and tfo
discourage the people from ae-
cepting it. And in thus resisting
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the holy spirit of light and
truth, they were hardening their
hearts against the very agency
which God designed for their
blessing Hence they were
wickedly resisting His grace, and
such a course, if pursued, must
eventually end in condemnation
to the Second Death, Gehenna,

Every step in the direction of
wilful blindness and oprosition
to the truth makes return more
difficult, and makes the wrong-
doer more and more of the char-
acter which God abhors, and
which the Second Death is in-
tended to utterly destroy. The
Scribes and Pharisees were pro-
gressing rapidly in that course;
hence the warning inquiry of our
Lord, “How ecan ye escape?”
ete. The sense is this,—Although
you boast of your piety, you will
surely be destroyed in Gehenna,
unless you change your course.
{

Set On Fire of Gehenna
James 3: 6

‘‘So *(important) is the tongue
among our members, that it de-
fileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature, and
(or when) it is set on fire of Ge-
henna.”

Here, in strong, symbolic lang-
uage, the Apostle points out the
great and bad influence of an evil
tongue—a tongue set on fire (fig-
uratively) of Gehenna (figura-
tively). For a tongue to be set
on fire of Gehenna signifies that
it is set going in evil by a per-
verse disposition, self-willed, self-
ish, hateful, malicious, the sort
of disposition which, in spite of
knowledge and opportunity, un-

1 e s s controlled and reformed,

will be eounted worthy to be de-
stroyed—the class for whom the
‘‘S8econd Death,”’ the real ‘‘lake
of fire,”” Gehenna, is intented.

Anyone in that attitude may

by his tongue kindle a great fire,.

a destructive disturbance, which,
wherever it has contact, will
work evil in the entire course of
nature. A few malicious words
often arouse all the evil passions
of the speaker, engender the
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same in others and react upon
the first. And continuance in such
an evil course finally ecorrupts
the entire man, and brings him
under sentence as utterly um-
worthy of life.

““Tartaroo’’ Rendered ‘‘Hell’”’

The Greek word tartaroo oc-
curs but once in the Scriptures,
and is translated hell. It is found
in 2 Pet. 2:4, which reads thus:

““God spared not the angels
who sinned, but cast (t h e m)
down to hell (tartaroo), and de-
livered them into chains of dark-
ness, to be reserved unto judg-
ment.”’ .

Having examined all ot her
words rendered ‘‘hell,” in the
Bible, and all the texts in which
they oceur, we conclude the ex-
amination with this text, which
is the only one in which the word
tartaroo occurs. In the above
quotation, all the words shown
in bold. type are translated from
the -dne Greek word tartaroo,
Evidently the translators were
at a loss to know how to trans-
late the word, but concluded
they knew where the evil angels
ought to be, and so they made
bold to put them into ‘‘hell,”
though it took six words to twist

_the idea into the shape they had
.pre-determined it. must take,

The word tartareo, used by
Peter, very closely resembles tar-
tarus, a word used in Grecian
mythology as the name for a
dark abyss or prison. But tarta-
roo_seems to refer more to an
act than to a place. The fall of
the angels who sinned was from
honor and dignity, into dishonor
and econdemnation, and t he
thought seems to be — ‘‘God
spared not the angels who sinned
but degraded them, and delivered
them into chains of darkness”.

This certainly agrees with the
facts known to us through other
Scriptures; for these fallen spir-
its frequented the earth in the
days of our Lord “and the A-
postles. Hence they were not
down in some place, but ‘‘down”’
in -the sense of being degraded
from former honor and liberty,
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and restrained under darkness,
as by a chain. Whenever these
fallen spirits, in spiritualistic
seances, manifest their powers
through mediums, pretending to
be certain dead human beings,
they must always do their work
in the dark, because darkness is
the chain by which they are
bound until the great Millennial
day of judgment. Whether this
implies that in the immediate fu-
ture they will be able to mater-
ialize in daylight is difficult to
determine. If so, it would great-
ly increase Satan’s power to
blind and deceive for a short
season—until the Sun of Right-
eousness has fully risen and
Satan is fully bound.

Thus we close our investiga-
tion of the Bible use of the word
‘‘hell.” Thank Geod, we find no
such place of everlasting tor-
ture as the ecreeds and hymn-
books, and many pulpits erron-
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eously teach. Yet we have found
a ‘‘hell,” sheol, hades, to which
all our race were condemned on

account of Adam’s sin, and from
which all are redeemed by our
Lord’s death; and that hell is
the tomb—the death condition.

And we found another ‘‘hell”-
brought to our attention as the
final penalty upon all who, after
being redeemed and brought to
the full knowledge of the truth,
and to full ability to obey it,
shall yet choose death by choos-
ing a course of opposition to
God and righteousness. And to
this our hearts can say, Amen!
True and righteous are thy ways
thou King of nations! Who shall
venerate thee, O Lord, and glor-
ify thy *name? For thou art en-
tirely holy. And all nations shall
come and worship before thee,
when all thy righteous ways
are made manifest.—Rev. 15:34.

The Rich Man in Hell

Lazarus in Abraham’s Bosom.
_Luke 16:19.31

HE prineipal difficulty with .

many who read this account
is that, though they regard it as
a parable, they reason on it, and
draw conclusions from it, as
though it were a literal state-
ment. But to regard it as such
involves several absurdities; for
instance, that the rich man went
to hell because he had enjoyed
many earthly blessings and gave
nothing but crumbs to Lazarus.
Not a word is said about his
wickedness. Again, Lazarus was
blessed, not because he was a
sineere child of God, full of faith
and trust; not because he was
good, but simply because he was
poor and sick.
- Now if this parable be inter-
preted literally, the only logical
lesson to be drawn from it is,
that unless we are poor beggars
full of sores, we will never enter
into future bliss; and that if we
wear any fine linen and purple,
and  have plenty to eat every
day, we are sure of future tor-
ment. Again, the coveted place

of favor is ‘‘Abraham’s bosom;”
and if the whole statement be
literal, the bosom must also be
literal, and it surely would not
hold very many of earth’s mil-
lions of sieck and poor.

But why consider absurdities?
As a parable it is easy of inter-
pretation. In a parable the thing
said is never the thing meant,
We know this from our Lord’s
own explanations of His own
parables. When He said “ wheat,”’

‘He meant ‘‘children of the King-

dom;’’ when He said ‘‘tares,”
He meant ‘‘the children of the
Devil;”’ when He said “reapers”
His servants in the end of the
age were signified. The same
classes were represented by diff-
erent symbols in different par-
ables. Thus the wheat of one par-
able corresponds to the ‘‘faith-
ful servants,”’ and the ‘‘wise vir-
ging’’ of others. So, in this par-
able, the “rich man” represents
a class, and Liazarus represents
another class.

In attempting to expound a

parable such as this, an expla-
nation of whieh the Lord does
not furnish us, modesty in ex-
pressing our opinion regarding it
is ecertainly appropriate. We
therefore offer the following ex-
planation without any attempt
to foree our view upon the read-
er, except so far as his own
truth-enlightened judgment may
commend it as in aecord with
God’s Word and plan. To our
understanding, Abraham repre-
sented God, and the ‘‘rich man’’
represented the Jewish nation.
At the time of the utterance of
the parable, and for a long time
previously, the Jews had “fared
sumptuously every day’—being
the special recipients of God’s
favors. As Paul says: ‘““What ad-
vantage, then, hath the Jew!?
Much every way: chiefly, be-
cause to them were committed
the oracles of God (Law and
Propheey ).” The promises to
Abraham and David, and their
organization as a typical King-
dom of God, invested that peo-
ple with royalty, as represented
by the rich man’s *‘purple.” The
typieal sacrifices of the Law con-
stituted them, in a typical sense,
‘a:holy nation, represented by
the rich man’s ‘“fine linen,’'—
symbolic of righteousness.
_Lazarus represented the out-
casts from divine favor under
the Law, who, sin-sick, hungered
and thirsted after righteousness.
““Publicans and sinners” of Is-
rael, seeking a better life, and
truth-hungry Gentiles who were
‘‘feeling after God,” constituted
the Lazarus class. These, at the
time of the utterance of this
parable, were entirely destitute
of those special divine bless-
ings which Israel enjoyed. They
lay at the gate of the rich man.
No rich promises. of royalty were
theirs; not even typically were
they cleansed ; but, in moral sick-
ness, pollution and sin, they were
eompanions of ‘“‘dogs.”” Dogs, in
those days, even as today, were
symbolical of detestable
ereatures, and the typ-
ically clean Jew called.the out-
siders ‘‘heathen” and ‘‘dogs,”
and would never eat with them,
nor marry, nor have any deal-



ings at all with them.—John 4:9.

As to how these ate of the
““erumbs” of divine favor which
fell from Israel’s table of boun-
ties, the Lord’s words to the
Syro-Phoenician woman give us
a key. He said to this Gentile
woman—*“It is not meet (prop-
er) to take the children’s (Is-
raelites’) bread and to east it to
dogs (Gentiles);” and she an-
swered, ‘‘Truth, Lord, but the
dogs eat of the crumbs that fall
from their master’s table.”” (Matt.
15:26, 27) Jesus healed her
daughter, thus giving the de-
sired crumb of favor.

The ‘‘Rich Man’’ dies
So Does the ‘“Beggar”

But there came a great dispen-
sational change in Israel’s his-
tory when as a nation they re-
jected and crucified the Son of
God. Then their typical right-
eousness ceased—then the prom-
ise of royalty ceased to be theirs,
and the kingdom was taken from
them to be given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits there-
of—the Gospel Church, “a holy
nation, a peculiar people.” (Titus
2:14; 1 Pet. 2:7, 9; Matt. 21:
43) Thus the ‘“‘rich man” died
to all these special advantages,
and soon he (the Jewish nation)
found himself in a cast-off con-
dition,—in tribulation and afflic-

tion. In such condition that na-

tion has suffered from that day
to this.

Lazarus also died: the condi-
tion- of the humble Gentiles and
the God-seeking ‘‘outeasts” of Is-
rael underwent a great change,
being carried by the angels (mes-
sengers—apostles, ete.) to Abra-
ham’s bosom. Abraham is rep-
resented as the father of the
faithful, and receives all the chil-
dren of faith, who are thus ree-
ognized as the heirs of all the
promises made to Abraham; for
the children of the flesh are not
the children of God, ‘“‘but the
children of the promise are
counted for the seed’’ (children
of Abraham); “which seed is
~ Christ;”—and ‘‘if ye be Christ’s,

then are ye (believers) Abra-
ham’s seed (children), and heirs
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according to the (Abrahamic)
promise.”’—Gal. 3:29.

Yes, the termination cf the
condition of things then existing
was well illustrated by the fig-
ure, death—the dissolution of the
Jewish polity and the with-
drawal of the favors which Is-
rael had so long enjoyed. There
they were cast off and have
since been shown “no Zfavor,”’
while the poor Gentiles, who be-
fore had been ‘‘aliens from the
commonwealth (the polity) of
Israel and strangers frem the
covenant of promise (up to this
time given to Israel only) having
no hope and without God in the
world,”’ were then ‘‘made nigh
by the blood of Christ’”” and
reconciled to God.—Eph. 2:12,
13.

In Hell He Lifted Up His Eyes

To the symbolisms of death
and burial used to illustrate the
dissolution of Israel and their
burial or hiding among the other
nations, our Lord added a fur-
ther figure— ‘In hell (hades, the
grave) he lifted up his eyes, be-:
ing in torments, and seeth Abra-
ham afar off,” ete. The dead
cannot lift up their eyes, nor see
either near or far, nor converse;
for it is distinctly stated, ‘‘There
is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave;”’ and the dead are de-
scribed as those who ‘‘go down
into  silence.” (Eeel. 9:10; Psa.
115:17) But the Lord wished to
show that great sufferings or
“‘torments’ would be added to
the Jews as a nation after their
national dissolution and burial
amongst the other peoples dead
in trespasses and sins; and that
they would plead in vain for re-
lease and comfort at the hand of
the formerly despised Lazarus
class. ’

And history has borne out this
parabolic prophecy. For eigh-
teen hundred years the Jews Liave
not only been in distress of mind
over their casting out from the
favor of God and the loss of
their temple and other necessa-
ries to the offering of their saecri-
fices, but they have been relent-
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lessly persecuted by all classes,
including professed Christians.

It was from the latter that the
Jews have expected mercy, as
expressed in the parable—‘Send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool
my tongue;” but the great gulf
fixed between them hinders that.
Nevertheless, God - still reco g-
nizes the relationship established
in His ecovenant with them, and
addresses them as children of the
covenant, (Verse 25) These ‘‘tor-
ments’’ have been the penalties
attached to the violation of their
covenant, and were as certain to
be visited upon them as the

. blessings promised for obedience.

—See Lev. 26.

The ‘‘Great Gulf”’

The ‘‘great gulf fixed” repre-
sents the wide difference be-
tween the Gospel Church and
the Jew—the former enjoying
free grace, joy, comfort and
peace, as irue sons of God, and
the latter holding to the Law,
which condemns and torments.
Prejm}ice, pride and error, from
the Jewish side, form the bul-
warks of this gulf which hinder

“the Jew from coming into the

condition of true sons of God hy
accepting Christ and the gospel
of His grace. The bulwark of
this gulf which hinders true sons
of God from going to the Jew—
under the bondage of the Law—
is their knowledge that by the
deeds of the Liaw none can be
justified before God, and that if
any man keep the Law (put him-
self under it to try to commend
himself to God by reason of
obedience to it), Christ shall
profit him nothing. (Gal. 5:24)

So then, we who are of the Laz-
arus class should not attempt to
mix the Law and the Gospel,
knowing that they cannot be
mixed, and that we can do no
good to those who still eling to
the Law and rejeet the sacrifice
for sins given by our Lord. And
they, not seeing the change of
dispensation which took place,
argue that to deny the Law as
the power to save would be to
deny all the past history of their
race, and to deny all of God’s
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special dealings with the ‘‘fa-
thers,” (promises and dealings
which through pride and selfish-
ness they failed rightly to appre-
hend and use); hence they can-
not come over to the bosom of
Abrabham, into the true rest and
peace—the portion of all the
true children of faith.—~John 8:
39; Rom. 4:16; Gal. 3:29.

True, a few Jews probably
came into the Christian faith all
the way down the Gospel age,
but so few as to be ignored in a
parable which represented the
Jewish people as a whole. As at
the first, Dives represented the
orthodox Jews, and not the ‘‘out-
casts of Israel,” so down to the
close of the parable he continues
to represent a similar class, and
hence does not represent such
Jews as have renounced the Law
Covenant and embraced the New
Covenant, or such as have be-
come infidels.

Dives’ Five Brethren

The plea of the ‘‘rich man’’
for the sending of ‘‘Lazarus’’ to
his five brethren we interpret as
follows:

The people of Judea, ‘at the
time of our Liord’s utterance of
this parable, were repeatedly re-
ferred to as “Israel,’’ ‘‘the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,”
“cities of Israel,” etc., because
all of the tribes were represented
there; but actually the majority
of the people were of the two
tribes, Judah and Benjamin, but
few of the ten tribes having re-
turned from Babylon under Cy-
rus’ general permission. If the
nation of the Jews (chiefly two
tribes) were represented in the
.one ‘‘rich man,’ it would be a
harmony of wnumbers to under-
stand the ‘“five brethren” to rep-
resent the ten tribes chiefly scat-
tered abroad.

The rich man’s request rela-

tive to them was doubtless intro-

duced to show that all special

favor of God ceased to all Israel

(the ten tribes, as well as to the
two more directly addressed). It
seems to us evident that Israel
only was meant, for no other na-
tion than Israel had ‘‘Moses and
the prophets’’ as instruetors.
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(Verse 29) The majority of the
ten tribes had so far disregarded
Moses and the prophets that they
did not return to the land of
promise, but preferred to dwell
among idolaters; and henece it
would be useless to attempt fur-
ther communication with them,
even by one from the dead—the
figuratively dead, but now fig-
uratively risen, Lazarus class.—
Eph. 2:5.

Though the parable mentions
no bridging of this “great gulf,”
other portions of Secripture indi-
cate that it was to be ‘‘fixed’’
only throughout the Gospel age,
and that at its close the “rich
man,” having received the meas-
urement of punishment for  his
sins, will walk out of his fiery
troubles over the bridge of God’s
promises yet unfulfilled to that
nation.

A Dawn For Israel
And For All Mankind

Though for centuries the Jews
have been bitterly persecuted by
pagans, Mohammedans and pro-
fessed Christians, they are now
gradually rising to political free-
dom and influence; and although
much of ‘‘Jacob’s trouble” is
just at hand, yet as a people
they will be very prominent
among the nations in the begin-
ning of the Millennium. The
““vail” (2 Cor. 3:13-16) of prej-
udice still exists, but it will be
gradually taken away as the
light of the Millennial morning
dawns; nor should we be sur-
prised to hear of great awaken-
ings among the Jews, and many
coming to acknowledge Christ.

They will thus leave the hadean
state’ (national death) and tor-
ment, and come, the first of the
nations, to be blessed by the
true seed of Abraham, which is
Christ, Head and body. Their
bulwark of race prejudice and
pride is falling in some places,
and the humble, the poor in
spirit, are beginning already to
inquire, Is not this the Christ?
And as they look the Lord pours
upon them the spirit of favor
and supplication. (Zech. 12:10.)
Therefore, ‘‘Speak ye comfort-
ably to Jerusalem, and cry unto

her that her appointed time is

.accomplished.”—Isa. 40:1,2.

In a word, this parable seems
to teach precisely what Paul ex-
plained in Romans 11:19-30. Be-
cause of unbelief the natural
branches were broken off, and
the wild branches grafted into
the Abrahamie root-promise.

The parable leaves the Jews
in their trouble;, and does mnot

~refer to their final restoration to

favor—doubtless because it was
not pertinent to the feature of
the subject treated; but Paul as-
sures us that when the fulness
of the Gentiles—the full number
from among the Gentiles neces-
sary to make up the bride of
Christ—is come in. ‘‘they (nat-
ural Israel) shall obtain mercy
through your (the Chureh’s)
merey.” :
He thus assures us that this
is . God’s covenant with fleshly
Israel (who lost the higher,
spiritnal promises, but are still
the possessors of eertain earthly
promises), to become the chief -
nation of earth, etc. In proof of
this statement, he quotes from
the prophets, saying: ‘‘The de-
liverer shall come out of Zion
(i.e. the glorified Church), and
from Jacob (the fleshly seed).”’
““As eoncerning the Gospel (high
calling), they are enemies (cast
off) for your sakes; but as touch-
ing the election, they_are beloved
for the fathers’ sake.” ‘‘For God
hath concluded them all' in un-
belief, that He might have mercy
upon all. O the depth of the rich-
es both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God!”"—Rom. 11:26-33.-
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EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT
Thel“Sheep and Goat” Parable

of Jesus Considered

‘“These shall go away into everlasting punishment,
righteous into life eternal.’’—

HILE the Scrlptures as we

have shown, do mnot teach
t h e blasphemous doctrine of
" everlasting torment, they do
m o s t emphatically teach the
everlasting punishment of the
wicked, the class represented in
the parable as ‘‘goats.” Let us
examine the parable, and then
the sentence pronounced at its
close.

It has been truly said that

“Order is Heaven’s first law;”’
yvet few, we think, have realized
how emphatically this is true. In
‘glancing " back over the plan of
‘the ages, there is nothing which
‘gives stch conclusive evidence of
a ‘Divine Director as the order
observed in all its parts.
" @od has had definite a n d
stated times and seasons for
every part of His work; and in
the end of each of these seasons
there has been a finishing up of
its work and a clearing off of the
rubbish, preparatory to the be-
ginning of the new work of the
dispensation to follow. Thus in
the end of the Jewish age order
is observed—a harvesting and
complete separation of the
““‘wheat” class from the ‘‘chaff,”’
and an entire rejection of the
latter class from God’s favor.
‘With the few judged worthy in
.the end of that age, a new age—
the Gospel age—began. And now
we find ourselves amidst the
closing scenes, the ‘‘harvest,” of
this age: the ‘‘wheat’ and the
““tares’” which have grown to-
gether during this age are being
separated. With the former class,
of which our Yord Jesus is the
Head, a new age is about to be
inangurated, and these ‘‘wheat”
are to reign as kings and priests

but the
Matthew 25: 31-46,

in that new dispensation, while
the “‘tare’’ element is judged as
utterly unworthy of that favor.

While observing this order
with reference to the Jewish age
and the one just closing, our
L or d informs us through the
parable under consideration that
the same order will be observed
with reference to the age to fol-
low this Gospel age.

The harvest of the Jewish age
was likened to ‘the separation of

wheat from chaff; the harvest of

this age to the separation of
wheat from tares; and the harv-

- est of the Millennial age to the
,separatlon of sheep from goats.

Apphca:tlon Still Future
But Now, Very Near

That the parable of the sheep
and the goats refers to the Mil-
lennial age is clearly indicated
in verses 31 and 32— ‘When the
gson of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory, and be-
fore him shall be gathered all na-
tions; and he shall separate them
one from another, ag a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the
goats.”

As in the present Gospel age
every act of those on trial (the
Church) goes to make a part of
t h a t character which, in due
time, will determine the final de-

cision -of the Judge in our case,

so will it be with the world (the
‘nations”) in the age to come.

As in the present age the trial .

of the majority of the individual
members of the Church ends, and
the decision- of their ecase is
reached, long before the end of
the age (2 Tim. 4:7, 8), so under
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the Millennial reign the decision
of some individual cases will be
reached long before the end of
the age (Isa. 65:20); but in each
age there is a ‘‘harvest’’ or gen-
eral separating time in the end
of the age.

Dawn VA‘fter Darkness

In the dawn of the Millennial
age, after the ‘‘time of trouble,”
there will be a gathering of the
living nations before Christ, and,
in their appointed time and or-
der, the dead of all nations shallf
be ecalled to appear before the
judgment seat of Christ—not to
receive an immediate sentence,
but to receive a fair and impart-
ial, individual trial (Ezek. 18:
24 19, 20) under the most fav-
orable circumstances, the result
of which trial will be a final sen-
tence, as worthy or unworthy of
everlasting life. . :

The scene of this parable,
therefore, is laid after the time
of trouble, when the nations shall
have-been subdued, Satan bound
(Rev. 20:1, 2) and the authority
of Christ’s kingdom established.
Ere this, the bride of Christ (the
overcoming Chureh) will have
been seated -with Him in His
throne of spiritual power and
will have taken part in execut-
ing the judgments of the great
day of ~wrath. Then the Son of
man and his bride, the glorified
Church, will be revealed and be
gseen by men, with the eyes of
their understanding and shall
‘‘shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of “their Father.”’—
Matt. 13:483.

Here is the New Jerusalem as
John saw it (Rev. 21), ‘““‘that
holy ecity (symbol of govern-
ment) . coming down from
God out of heaven.” During the
time of trouble it will be coming
down, and before the end of it,
it will have touched the earth.
This is the stone cut out of the
mountains without hands (but
by the power of God), and it will
then have become a great moun-
tain (kingdom), filling the whole
earth (Dan. 2:35), its coming
having broken to pieces the evil
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kingdoms of the prince of dark-
ness.—Dan, 2:34, 35.

Here is that glorious eity
(government), prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband
(Rev. 21:2), and early in the
dawn of the Millennium the na-
tions will begin to walk in the
light of it. (Verse 24) These may
bring their glory and honor into
it, but ‘‘there shall in no wise
enter into it (or become a part
of it) anything that defileth,”
ete. (Verse 27) Here, from the
midst of the throne, proceeds a
pure river of water of life (truth
unmixed with error), and the
Spirit and the Bride say, Come,
and take it freely. (Rev. 22:17)
Here begins the world’s proba-
tion, the world’s great judgment
day—a thousand years.

Two Classes Among'v Men

But even in this favored time
of blessing and healing of the
nations, when Satan is bound,
evil restrained, mankind in pro-
cess of release from the grasp of
death, and when the knowledge
of the Lord fills the earth, two
classes will be developed, which
our Lord here likens to sheep
and goats. These, He tells us, He
will separate. The sheep class—
those who are meek, teachable
and willing to be led, shall, dur-
ing the Millennial age, be gath-
ered at the Judge’s right hand—
symbol of His approval and fav-
or; but the goat class, self-willed
and stubborn, always climbing
on the rocks—seeking promi-
nence and approval among men
—and feeding on miserable re-
fuse, while the sheep graze in
the rich pastures of the truth
furnished by the Good Shepherd
—t h e s ¢ are gathered to the
Judge’s left hand, the opposite
of the position of favor—as sub-
jects of His disfavor and econ-
- demnation.

This work of separating sheep
and goats will require all of the
Millennial age for its accom-
plishment. During that age, cach
individual, as he comes gradual-
ly to a knowledge of God and
His will, takes his place at the
- right hand of favor or the left
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hand of disfavor, according as
he improves or misimproves the
opportunities of that golden age.
By the end of the age, all the
world of mankind will have ar-
ranged themselves, as shown iu
the parable, into two classes.

Reward and Punishment

The end of that age will be
the end of the world’s trial or
judgment, and then a final dis-
position will be made of the two
classes., The reward of this
‘“‘sheep’” class will be granted
them because, during the age of
trial and discipline, they culti-
vated and manifested the beauti-
ful character of love, which Paul
describes as fulfilling the law of
God. (Rom. 13:10.) They will
have manifested it to each other
in their times of sorest need; and
what they will have domne for

one another the Liord will count .

as done unto Him, counting them
all as His brethren—children
of God, though they will be of
the human nature, while He is of
the divine. ;

The condemnation of t h e
‘‘goat” class is shown to be for
the lack of this spirit of love.
Under the same favorable ecir-
cumstances as the ‘‘sheep”, they
wilfully resist the moulding
influence of the Lord’s - disci-
pline, and harden their hearts.
The goodness of God does not
lead them to true repentance;
but, like Pharaoh, they take ad-
vantage of His goodness and do
evil, :
The “goats,”” who will not
have developed the element of
love, the law of God’s being and
Kingdom, will be counted un-

-worthy of everlasting life, and

will -~ be destroyed; while the
‘‘sheep”, who will have devel-
oped God-likeness (love), and
who will have exhibited it in their
characters, are to be installed as
the subordinate rulers of earth
for future ages.

In the end of the Millennial
age, in the final adjustment of
human affairs, Christ thus -ad-
dresses His sheep: ‘‘Come, ye
blessed. . ..inherit the Kingdom
prepared for you. from the foun-

dation of the world.” — Mat.
25 134, ‘

< It is manifest that the “sheep”
here addressed, at the close of
the Millennium, are: not the
‘‘sheep’’ of the Gospel Church,
but thosé “other sheep” to whom-
the Lord referred in John 10:16.
And the Kingdom prepared for
them in the divine plan, from
the foundation of the world, is
not the Kingdom prepared for
the Gospel Church. The Church
will receive her Kingdom at the
beginning of the Millennium;
but- this is the kingdom pre-
pared for the ‘‘sheep’ of the
Millennial age. Their kingdom
will be the dominion of earth
which was originalky given to
Adam, but which was lost
through sin, and which is again
to be restored when man is
brought to perfection, and so
made. fit to receive and enjoy it.

Paradise Restored

That dominion will not be a
dominion of some of the race
over others, but a joint do-
minign, in which every man will
be a king, and all will have equal
rights and privileges in appro-
priating and enjoying  every

-earthly good. It will be a sover-

eign people—a great and grand
republic on a basis of perfect
righteousness, wherein the rights
of every man will be conserved;
because the golden rule will be
inscribed on every heart, and
every man will love his neighbor
as himself. The dominion of all
will be over the whole earth,
and all its rich and bountiful
stores of blessing.—Gen. 1:28.-

The kingdom of earth to be
given to the perfected ones of
the redeemed race at the close of

‘the Millennium, is elearly dis-
‘tinguished from all others by be-

ing called the kingdom prepared
for them “from the foundation
of the world,”” the earth having
been made to be the everlasting
home and kingdom of perfeet
men. But the kingdom bestowed
upon Christ, of which the Chureh
becomes joint-heir, is a spiritual
kingdom, ‘‘far above ~angels,
principalities ‘and powers,” and



it also shall ‘‘have no end’—
unlike the Millennial Kingdom
which will end, being merely a
beginning of Christ’s power and
rule. (1 Cor. 15:25-28.) This end-
less heavenly, spiritual kingdom
was prepared long before the
earth was founded—its inception
being recognized in Christ, ‘‘the
beginning of the creation of
God.” It was intended for Christ
Jesus, the First Begotten; but
even the Church, His bride- and
joint-heir, was chosen or design-
ed also, in Him, before the
foundation of the world.—Eph.
14.

Thy Kingdom Come

The kingdom or rule of earth,
is the kingdom that has been
in preparation for mankind from
tﬁe foundation of the world. It
was expedient that man should
suffer six thousand years under

the dominion of evil, to learn its ,

inevitable results of misery ;and

death, in order by contrast to.
prove the justice, wisdom and

goodness of God’s law of love.
Then it will require .the seventh
thousand-years, under the reign
of Christ, to restore him .from
ruin- and death, to the perfeet
condition, thereby fitting him to
‘‘inherit - the kingdom prepared
for him from the foundation of
the. world.” '

That kingdom, in which all
will be kings, will be one grand,

universal republic, whose stabil-

ity and blessed influence will be
assured by the perfection of its
every citizen, a result now much
desired, but an impossibility be-
cause of sin. The Kingdom of God
will be, on the contrary, a the-
ocracy, which will rule the world
(during the period of its imper-
fection and restoration) without
" regard to the consent or appro-
val of any. )

The brethren of the Gospel
Church are not the only brethren
of Christ. All who at that time
will have been restored to perfec-
tion will be recognized as sons of
God in the same sense that
Adam was a son of God—human
sons. And all of God’s sons, whe-
ther on the human, the angelic
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or the divine plane, are brethren.
Our Lord’s love for these, His
human brethren, is here express-
ed. As the world now has the op-
portunity to minister to those
who are shortly to be the divine
sons of (God, and brethren of
Christ, so they will have abun-
dant opportunity during the age
to come to minister to (each
other) the human brethren.

Serving His Brethren

The dead nations when again

brought into existence will need

food, raiment and shelter, How-
ever great may have been their
possessions in this life, death
will have brought all to a com-
mon level—the infant and the
man of mature years, the mill-
ionaire and the pauper, the
learned and the unlearned, the
cultured and the ignorant—all
will have an abundant oppor-

y

“tunity for the exercise of benev-

olence, and thus they will be
.privileged to be co-workers with
God. We are here reminded of

the illustration given in the case
of Lazarus: Jesus only awak-

ened him from death, and then
were the rejoicing friends per-
mitted to loose him from his
grave clothes and to clothe and
feed him.

Further, these are said to be

‘‘gick and in prison’’ (more pro-
perly, under ward or watch).
The grave is the great prison
where the millions of humanity
have been held in wunconscious
captivity; but when - released
from the grave, the restoration
to perfection is not to be an in-
stantaneous work. Being not yet
perfect,  they may be properly
termed sick, and under ward:
not dead, neither are they yet
perfected in life: and any con-
dition between those two may be
properly symbolized by sickness.
And they will continue to be un-
der wateh or ward until made
morally perfect. During that
time there will be abundant op-
portunity for mutual helpful-
ness, sympathy, instruection and
encouragement, and any failure
to assist will mark a lack of the
Lord’s spirit of love.
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Since all mankind will not be
resurrected at once, but in groups
during the thousand years, each
uew group will find an army of
helpers in those who will have
preceded it. The love and benev-
olence which men will then show
to each other (the brethren of
Christ) the King will count as
shown to Him. No great deeds
are assigned as the ground for
the honors and favors conferred
upon the righteous: they will
have simply come into harmony
with God’s law of love an d
proved it by their works. ‘‘Love
is the fulfilling of the law”
(Rom. 13:10), and “G o d is
love.” So, when man is restored
again to the image of God—

“very good”—man also will be. .

a living expression of love.
“Inherit the kingdom prepared.
for you from the foundation of
the world,”’ does not signify a.
rule independent of the divine.
law and supremacy: for although.
God gave earth’s dominion to
man at first, and designs restor-
ing it 'to him when He has pre-.
pared him for the great trust, we.

‘are not to suppose that God in-

tends man to rule it, otherwise
than as under, or in harmony

~with, His supreme law. “Thy will

be done in earth as in heaven,”

must forever be the principle of

government. - ;
Accordingly, ‘man thenceforth.

will rule his dominion in har-

mony with the law of heaven—
delighting continually to do his.

will in whose favor is life, and

at whose “right hand (condi-.

tion .of favor) there are pleas-
ures forevermore.” (Psa. 16:11)

Oh! who would not say, ‘‘Haste-

'77

ye along, ages of glory

and

give glory and honor to him
whose loving plans are blossom-.

ing into such fulness of blessing?

Let us now examine the mes-

sage to those on the left— ‘De-

part from me, ye cursed’’ (con-.

demned)—condemned as unfit

vessels for the glory and honor-
of life, who would not yield to.

the moulding and shaping influ-
ences of divine love. When these,

‘““brethren,”” were hungry and.
thirsty, or naked, sick, and in_
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prison, ye ministered not to their
necessities, thus continually
proving yourselves out of har-
mony with the heavenly city
(Kingdom); for ‘‘there shall in
no case enter into it anything
that defileth.” The decision or
sentence regarding this class is
—“Depart from me into ever-
lasting fire (symbol of destruc-
tion), prepared for the devil and
his angels.’”’ Elsewhere (Heb. 2:
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14) we read without symbol that
Christ ‘‘will -destroy . .. him
that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.”’

““And these (the ‘‘g o a t s”)
shall go away into -everlasting
(Greek, aionios—lasting) punish-
ment, but the righteous into life
eternal (Greek, aionios—I a s 1-
ing).” The punishment will be

‘as lasting as the reward. Both

will be everlasting.

The Lake of Fire

““The -Lake of Fire and Brim stone,
*—Rev. 19:20; 20:10,14,15.

Death.’

HE lake of ‘‘fire and brim-

stone” is many times men-
ed in the book of Revelation,
which all Christians admit to be
a book of symbols. However,
they generally think and speak
of this particular symbol as a
literal statement giving strong
support to the torment doctrine,
notwithstanding’ the fact that
the symbol is clearly defined as
meaning the Second death:“And
death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the Second
Death,” ete. (Rev. 20:14) It is
sometimes spoken of as ‘‘a lake
of fire burning with brimstone”
(Rev. 19:20), the element brim-
stone being mentioned to inten-
sify the symbol of destruction,
the Second death: brimstone be-
ing one of the most deadly ele-
ments known. It is destruetive
to all forms of life.

The symbolism of this lake of
fire is further shown by the fact
that the symbolic ‘‘beast” and
the symbolic ‘‘false prophet,”’
and death and hell (hades), as
well as the devil and his follow-
ers, are destroyed in it.—Rev.
19:20; 20:10, 14, 15; 21: 8,

- This destruction or death is
called the Second death in con-
tradistinetion to the First or
Adamic death, and not to signify
that everything which goes into
it dies a seeond time. For in-
stance, death (the first or Adam-
ic death), and hades, the grave,

which is the Second

are to be cast into it;—this work
will require the entire Millen-
nium to accomplish; and in no
sense will they ever have been
destroyed before. So also ‘‘the
devil,” ‘‘the beast,” and ‘‘the
false prophet,”” will never have
been destroyed before.

From the first; or Adamic
death, a resurrection has been
provided. All that are-in their
graves shall therefore ¢ o m e
forth. The Revelator prophetical-
ly declares: ‘“The sea gave up

the dead which were in it, and

death and hell (hades, the grave)
gave up the dead which were in
them. . . . And I saw the dead,
small: and great, stand before
God, and the books were open-

ed.”” (Rev. 20:13, 12) It was in

view of God’s plan for redeem-
ing the race from Adamic death
that in both the Old and New
Testaments it is called a “sleep.”

In Israel’s history of the good
and the wicked it is repeated;y
stated that they ‘‘slept with
their fathers.’”” The Apostles used
the same symbol, and our Lord
also. But no such symbol is used
in reference to the Second death.
On the contrary, the strongest
figures of total and utter.destrue-
tion are used to symbolize it;

viz., ‘“fire and brimstone;’’ be—'

cause that will be a destructlon

from whieh there will be no re--

govery.
¢ Blessed thought' the Adamlc

death (which claimed the whole
race for the sin of their progeni-
tor) shall be forever swallowed
up, and shall cease in this Sec-
ond death into which it is to be
cast by the great Redeemer who
bought the whole world with the
sacrifice of Himself. Thus God
tells us through the Prophet, ‘I
will ransom them from the pow-
er of the grave (sheol), I will re-
deem them from death. ... O
grave (sheol) I will be thy de-
struetion.”” — Hos. 13:14.

The Adamic death shall no
longer have liberty or power
over men, as it has had for the
past six thousand years; no long-
er shall any die for Adam’s sin.
(Rom., 5:12; dJer. 31:29, 30;
Ezek., 18:2) Thenceforth the
New Covenant, sealed with the
precious blood, shall be in force,
and only wilful transgressions
will be ecounted as sin and pun-
ished with the wages of sin—
death—the " Second death. Thus
will the Adamie death be cast in-
to and swallowed up by the Sec-
ond death.

And hades and sheol—t h e
dark, secret condition, the grave,
which in the present time speaks
to us of a hope of future life by
God’s resurrection power in
Christ—shall be no more; for
the, Sécond death will devour 1o
bemg fit for life—none for whom
there remains a shadow" of hope,
but such only as, by the unerrmg
Judge, have been fully, impar-
tially and individually f o un d
worthy of destruction. And Sa-
tan, that lying tempter who de-
¢eived and ruined the race, and
who, with persistent energy and
ciinning, has sought continually
to thwart the purpose of God for
our salvation through Christ,
and with him all-who are of his
spirit, ‘‘his angels,”’ shall be de-
stroyed, and shall never awake
from death to trouble the world
again.

. Here Satan is said to be cast-

into “the lake of fire,”—the Sec-

ond death; and Paul in Heb. 2:
14, referring to the same thing,
calls it destruction—'‘that he

might . destroy ‘death, and him



that hath the power of death,
that is the devil,” And ‘‘the
beast and--the false prophet,”
the great false systems which
have long oppressed and misled
nominal Christendom, shall never
eseape from it. These systems are
said to be cast ‘‘alive” (that is,
while they are still organized

and operative) into the lake of-.:
fire burning with brimstone.—-

Rev. 19: 20.
Death Throes of this Old Order

The great time of trouble, the
Lord’s judgment, whiech will ut-
terly destroy these systems, will
undoubtedly cause great social,
finanecial . and religious- difficulty
and pain to all those identified
with these -deceived and deceiv-
- ing systems, béfore they are ut-
terly destroyed. These systems
will be cast in, destroyed, at the
beginning - of the Millennium,
while. Satan’s destruction is re-
served until its eclose, when all
the ‘‘goats” shall have been sep-
arated from the ‘‘sheep,” and
they shall perish with Satan in
the Second death, as ‘‘his an-
gels,”” messengers- or servants.

None of those abominable char-
acters among men, who, knowing
the ‘truth, yet love unrighteous-
ness—none of ‘‘the fearful and
unbelieving’’—those who will not

trust God after all the manifest--
ations of His grace afforded dur:-

ing the Millennial- reign of
Chr.st; nor the abominable, who,
at heart are murderers a n d
whoremongers, and sorcerers and
idolaters and liars: none of these
shall escape from the Second
death, to defile the earth again.
All such, after a full and abund-
ant opportunity for reformation,
will be judged unworthy of life,
and will be forever cut off in the
Second death, symbolized by the
lake of fire and brimstone.

Several prophetic pen pictures
of the Millennial age and its
work, in chapters 20 and 21 of
. Revelation, clearly show the ob-
jeet and result of that age of
trial, in harmony with the re-
mainder of the Scrlptures already
noted.
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Beast and False Prophet

Chapter 20, verses 2, 4, 11, .With:
verses 1,.2, 10, 11. of -chapter 21,

show the beginning of -that Age
of Judgment, .and the restraining

of blinding errors and misleading:

systems.. The: “beast” and the
‘‘false "prophet’’ are thg chief

symbols, and represent the or--

ganizations or systems of. error
which, together, constitute ‘‘Ba-
bylon.” 't'his judgment against
the ‘‘thrones” of the present
time, and against ‘‘the beast and
the talse prophet” systems follows

speedily upon the introduection of -

this Millennial- judgment reign.

The thrones of the present do-
minion of earth. will be ‘‘cast

down,’’ and the dominion trans-

ferred to th'e great - Prophet,
Priest, King and Judge, ‘‘whose
right it is.” (Compare Dan. 7:14,
22; Ezek. 21:27.) Then the sys-
tems -of error will be - speedily
judged worthy of destruction,
“the lake of fire,” ‘‘the Second

death.”—Rev' 19:20.

Thus the second destruction (or

" death) begins quite early in the

new judgment; it begins with the

false systems symbolized by the-

beast, false prophet, ete., but ‘it
will not reach the world of man-
kind, as individuals, until they
have first had full trial, with full
opportunity to choose life and
live forever. Chapters-20:12, 13,
and 21:3, 7, indicate the blessed,
favorable trial in which:all, both
dead and living (except th-e
Church, who, with Jesus Christ,

are kings, priests, joint-heirs and -

judges), will be brought to a full
knowledge of the truth, relieved
from sorrow and pain, and freed
from every blinding error and

prejudice, and tried “accordlng\

to their works.” -

The grand outcome of that trial
will be a-elean universe. As the
Revelator- expresses it, ‘‘BEvery

creature which is in heaven and-

on the earth . . . heard I saying,
Blessing and honor and glory
and power be unto him that sit-
teth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb forever.”” But this re-

sult will be accomplished -in har- .

mony - with all God’s dealings
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past and present, which have al-

¥ ways recognized-man’s- freedom:
- of will-to echoose good or evil, life
or, death

The Fina.l Test of Mankind

‘We cannot doubt then that in
the close of the Millennial age,
God will again® for a’ ‘‘little sea-
son” permit evil to trinmph, in
order thereby to test His creat-
ures (who will by that time have
become thoroughly acquainted
with both good and evil, and the
conseguences of each, and will
have had His justice and love
demonstrated to them), that those
who finally prefer and choose
evil may be cut off—destroyed.
Thus God will for all eternity re-
move all who do not love right-
eousness and hate iniquity.

We read, regarding that test-
ing, that Satan will endeavor to
lead astray all mankind, whose
numbers will then be as sands of
the sea for multitude; but that
many of them will follow Satan’s
evil example and choose evil and
disobedience, with past experi-

" ence before them, and unhamp-

ered by present weaknesses and
blinding influences, we need not
suppose. , :

However, when God’s Word
does not tell. us either the num-
ber or the proportion of those to

_ be found worthy, of life, and those

to be judged worthy of death
(the Second death), we may not
dogmatize. Of one thing we may
be confident, God willeth not the
death of the wicked, but would
that all shall turn to Him and
live; and no one will be destroyed
in that ‘‘lake of fire and brim-
stone” . {figurative of utter des-
truction,—Gehenna) who is wor-
thy of life, . whose living longer
would be a blessing to himself or
to others in harmony with right-
eousness.

That utter and hopeless des-
truction is intended only for wil-
ful evildoers, who, like Satan, in
pride of heart.and rebellion
against God, will love and do
evil notwithstanding. the. mani-
festations of God’s -disapproval,
and notwithstanding their exper-
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iences with its penalties. Seem-
ingly the goodness and love of
(God in the provision of a ransom,
‘a restitution, and another oppor-
tunity of life for man, instead of
leading all to an abhorrence of
sin, will lead some to suppose
that God is too loving to ecut
them off in the second death, or
that if He did so He would.give
them other, and yet other future
opportunities.

Because of building thus up-
on a supposed weakness in the
divine character, these may be
led to try to take advantage of
the grace (favor) of God, as a
license for wilful sin. But they
shall go no further, for their
folly shall be made manifest.
Their utter destruction will
prove to the righteous the har-
mony and perfect balance of
Justice, Wisdom, Love and Pow-
er in the Divine Ruler.

Revelation 21: 8

The true character of the goat
class is portrayed. ‘‘The fearful
and unbelieving (who will not
‘trust God), the abominable, mur-
derers . (brother-haters), whore-
mongers, sorcerers, idolaters
(such as misappropriate and mis-
use divine favors, who give to

self or any other creature or -

thing that service and honor
which belong to God), and all
liars”—‘‘whosoever loveth ‘and
maketh a lie’’ (in a word, all

who do not love the truth and

at any cost defend and hold it)
‘‘shall kave their part in the lake
which burneth with fire a n d
brimstone (Gehenna, symbol of
utter destruction), which is the
Second death.’”” Such company
would be repulsive to any hon-
est, upright being. It is hard to
tolerate them now, when we can
sympathize with them, knowing
that such dispositions are now
in great measure the result of in-
herited weakness of the flesh,

‘We are moved to a measure of
sympathy - by the remembrance
that in our own cases, often,
when we would do good, evil is
present with us. But in the close
of the Millennial judgment, when
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the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall have given every advant-
age and opportunity of knowl-
edge and ability, this' class will
be an abhorrence and detesta-
tion to all who are in harmony
with the King of Glory. And the
righteous will be glad when, the
trial being ended, the gift of life
of which these shall have proved
themselves unworthy, shall be
taken from them, and when the
corrupters of the earth, and all
their work and influence, shall
be destroyed.

The Devil, the Beast and the
False Prophet Tormented

Rev. 20: 9 tells of the destrue-
tion of those individuals who
join with Satan in the Iast re-
bellion ; and verse 15 tells of that
same destruction in other words,
using the symbol ‘‘lake of fire.”’
They -are devoured or consumed
in fire. This being the case, the
torment of verse 10, cannot refer
to these human beings who are
consumed, destroyed. Hence the
question narrows down to this,

. Will Satan and a false prophet
and a beast be tortured forever?

and does this verse so teach? .

We answer in God’s o w n
words, ‘‘All the wicked will he
destroy.” Concerning Satan, the
arch enemy of God and man,
God expressly informs us that he
will be destroyed, and not pre-
served in any sense or condition.
—Heb. 2:14. v

The beast and false prophet
systems, which during the Gos-
pel age have deceived and led
astray, will be cast into a great,
consuming trouble in the close of
this Gospel age. The torment of
those systems will be aionion,
i. e., lasting. It will continue as
long as they last, until they are
utterly consumed. So also the
system of error, which will sud-
denly manifest itself at the end
of the Millennial age and lead
the “goats’’ to destruction, will
be consumed,—Rev. 20:7-10. -

That false system (not spee-
ified as to kind, but merely

called Satan, after its instiga-

tor) will be cast into the same

sort of trouble and ‘destruetion,
in the end of the Millennial age,
as the beast and false prophet
systems are now being cast into,
in the end of the Gospel age.

Her Smoke AScends Forever

Rev. 19:3, speaking of one of
these systems, says, “Her smoke
rose up forever and ever.” -That
is to say, the remembrance
(‘‘smoke’’) of the destruction of
these systems of deception and
error will be lasting, the lesson
will- never be forgotten—as
smoke, which continues to ascend
after a destructive fire, is testi-
mony that the fire has done its
work—See also Isa. 34:8-10.

© Of Rev. 14:9-11 we remark,
inc¢identally, that all will at once
concede that if a literal worship-
ing of a beast and image were
meant in verse 9, then few, if
any, in civilized lands are liable
to the penalty of verse 11; and
if the beast and his image and
worship and wine and cup are
symbols, so also are the torments
"and smoke and fire.

The casting of death and the
grave into utter destruction, the
Second death, during the Millen-
nial age, is a part of the utter
destruction which will include
every improper, injurious and
useless thing. (Isa. 11:9; DPsa.
101:5-8) The Second death, the

" Sentence of that individual trial,

will be final: it will never be de-
stroyed. e

And to this let all the lovers
of righteousness say, Amen; for
to destroy the Second Death, to
release all incorrigible after
an impartial trial, would be to-
let loose again not only Satan, -
but all who love and practice
wrong and deception, and who
dishonor the Liord with their evil
institutions—to oppose, offend
and endeavor to overthrow those
who love and desire to serve Him
and enjoy His favor. We rejoice
that there is no danger of this,
but that divine justice unites
with divine wisdom, love and

power, to bring in everlasting

righteousness - on a permanen’

basis. ’
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The Wicked Turned Into Hell

When?

Where?  How?

‘‘The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God.’’ —Psa. 9:17,

‘HIS statement of the Leord,
recorded by David we find
without any qualification what-
ever, and we must accept it as a
positive faet. If the claims of
““Orthodoxy’’ respecting hell
were true, this would be, indeed,
a fearful message.

But let us substitute the true
meaning of the word sheol, and
our text will read: ‘‘The wicked
shall be turned into the Condition
of death, and all the nations that
‘forget God.” This we believe;
but next, who are the wicked?
In one sense all men are wicked,
“in that all are violators of God’s
law; but in the fullest sense the
wicked are those who, with full
knowledge of the exceeding sin-
fulness of sin, and the remedy
provided for their recovery from

its baneful effects, wilfully per-

sist in sin.

As yet few—only consecrated

believers—have come to a true
knowledge of God. The world
"~ _knows Him not, and the nations
cannot forget God until they are
first brought to a knowledge of
Him. The consecrated have been
enlightened, led of the Spirit
through faith to understand the
deep and hidden things of God,
which reveal the glory of God’s
character, but which, though ex-

pressed in His Word, appear only -

as foolishness to the world.

As we have hitherto seen, this

will not be so in the age to come,
for then ‘‘The earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.” (Isa.
11:9) Much that we now receive
by faith will then be demon-
strated to the world. When He
who has ransomed man from the
power of the grave (Hos. 13:14Y

begins to gather His purchased -

possessions back from the prison-
house of death (Isa. 61:1),
when the sleepers are awakened
under the genial rays of the Sun
of Righteousness, they will not

be slow to realize the truth of
the hitherto seemingly idle tale,
that ‘‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every
man.” _

We have also seen that the
gradual ascent of the Xing’s

Highway of Holiness in that age

will be possible to all, and com-
paratively easy, becduse all the
stones—stumbling-blocks, errors,
ete.—will, have been gathered
out, and straight paths made for
their feet. It is in that age that
this text applies. Those w h o
ignore the favoring circum-
stances of that age, and will not
be obedient to the righteous
Judge or Ruler—Christ—will
truly be the wicked. And every
loyal subject of the Kingdom of
God will approve the righteous
judgment which turns such an
one again into sheol—the condi-
tion of death. Such an one would
be unworthy of life; and, were
he permitted to live, his life
would be a curse to himself and
to the rest of mankind, and a
blemish on the work of God.
This will be the Second Death,
from which there will be no res-
urrection. Having been ransom-
ed from the grave (sheol) by the
sacrifice of Christ, if they die
again on account of their own
sin, ‘‘there remaineth no more

“sacrifice for sin,”’ (Heb. 10:26).

“Christ dieth no more; death
hath no more dominion over
Him.”” (Romans 6:9.) The Sec-
ond death should be dreaded and
shunned by all, since it is to be
the end of existence to all those
deemed unworthy of life. But in
it there ecan be no suffering. Like
Adamic death, it is the extine-
tion of life.

It is because through sin man-

kind had become subject to death
(sheol, hades) that Christ Jesus

- came to deliver us and save us

from death. (1 John 3:8; Heb.
2:14.) Death is a cessation of

‘er-and
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existence, the absence of life.
There is no difference between
the conditions in the Adamie and
Second deaths, but there is hope
of a release from the first, while
from the second there will be no
release, no return to life. The
first death sentence passed upon
all on account of Adam’s sin,
while the Second death can be
incurred only by wilful, individ-
ual sin. ,
That the application of our
text belongs to the coming age
is evident, for both saints and
sinners go to sheol or hades now.

"This Secripture indicates that, in

the time when it applies, only
the wicked shall go there., And
the nations that forget God must
be nations that have known Him,
else they could not forget Him;
and never yet have the pations
been brought to that knowledge,
nor will they be until the com-
ing time, when the knowledge
of the Lord shall fill the whole
earth, and none shall need to
say unto his neighbor, Know the
Lord, for all shall know Him,
from.the least to the greatest of
them,-—Isa. 11:9; Jer, 31:34,

The Hebrew word Goi, rend-
ered ‘‘nations” in this verse, is
elsewhere used by the same writ-
rendered “heathen,”’
“Gentiles” and ‘‘people.’’ The
thought seems to be: any who
do not become God’s covenant
people, even though they be not
openly wicked. The nations
(Gentiles) who are forgetful or
negligent of God’s favors enjoy-
ed, and of their duties and obli-
gations to Him, shall share the
fate of the wilfully wicked, and
be cast into the Second death.

In further proof of this, we
find that the Hebrew word shub,
which in our text is translated
“‘turned,’”’ signifies turned back,
as to a previous place or con-
dition. Those referred to in this
text have been either in sheol or
liable to enter it, but being re-
deemed by the precious blood of
Christ, will be brought out of
sheol, If then they are wicked,
they, and all who forget God,
shall be turned back or returned
to sheol.
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Rom, 15: 1-7: We then that are strong cught to bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves,

Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to-

edification,

For even Christ pleased not Himself; but, as it is writ.
ten, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell
on me,

.‘E‘or_ whatsoever things were written aforetime were'
written for our learning, that we through patience and

comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
Now the God of patience and : conmwlation grant you

to be likeminded, one toward another, according to Jesus

Chyist,
Whergfore receive ye one another, as Christ also re-
ceived us, to the glory of God,

Gal, 6:7-10: Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for-

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap,

For he that soweth to his flesh, sha.l.l of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth ffo”t}m spirit, shal,l
_of the spirit rqap life everlasing, ’

HE: passage quoted from Romans contains an

. exhortation to unselfishness in our conduct.
Without doubt, selfishness has to a large extent
taken possession of the world. The profiteering
system has made it possible for a comparative few
to bécome exorbitantly rich- at the expense of
millions of their fellow men. This fact is referred
to in the 5th chapter of James, which reads as
follows: ‘

“‘Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for
your miseries that shall come upon you. ‘' Your
riches are corrupted and your garments are moth
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and:the
-rust -of them shall be a witness against you, and
shall eat your flesh as it were fire.. Ye have heaped
treasure. together for the last days. Behold the
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your
fields,; which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth:
and thei cries of them that have reaped.have enter-
ed into the ears of the Liord of Sabaoth. Be pa-
tient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord Behold, the husbandman .waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patlence
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.’

Here the Apostle indicates that the Kingdom of
Christ will be the great cure for the world’s self-
ishness. The coming of the Lord as the rightful
ruler of earth will mean the emancipation of mil-
lions from the oppression mentioned in the forego-
mg paragraph. For those who now persist in be-
ing selfish, however, a just and proper retribution

-obtaining of everlasting life.

ig in store; for the Apostle says: ‘“Whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” According
to this statement, the seed of wrong :habits now

‘sown must bring forth their erop of unrighteous

character, and this character will be. the possession
of all those of the world who come forth to the res-

urrection. They will then be called upon to cor-

rect all evil tendencies and to rise up to the heights
or virtue that Gtod will require as essential to the
Anent this matter,
we read in Ezek. 18:20; “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the

-+ fatner, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
- the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be

upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall
be upon him. But if the wicked shall turn from. all
his sins that he hath committed and keep my stat-
utes, and do that which is lawful:and. rlght He shall
surely live, he shall not die.”’ o

Thus the scriptures teach that sin in every phase
and form will have-to be-overcome. A simple ex-
planation of the matter is as follows. If we place
the required per ‘centage of good character as 100
per cent, those of the world who now gain 75 per
cent of this,will have only 25 per cent to gain in

“the Millenni&l Age; whereas those who enter that

age with only 25 per-cent of character gamed will
have to gdin 75 per’cent more. In this just wav
every one wil lbe required-to ‘‘give an account' of
hitigélf to' 'God,”-and to reap what he has sown.
Ifs‘aftef a fair trlal with every possible assistance
from ‘the Lord he falls to win perfection, he W111 ,

‘be destroyed in the second death.

" While the Christian does not keep God’s laW per-
fectly, He is reckoned as doing so, because he'is
devoted to the Lord, and his heart and mind are
sanctified by the Holy Spmt Hence the Apostle
says that the Christian is justified by faith (Rom.
5:1), and that there is no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus. (Rom, 8:1) All others will
have to keep the dlvme law perfectly in the com-

. ing age.

Questions:

State the great law ‘of sowing and reaping, 2nd point
out the practical value of thizs to humanity,

The world is in muech trouble today, Name some of the '
canses of this, Has 1t anything to do with the br(.akmg
of divine law?

With regard to Hm ]n,ws, what will God requu'e of the
world in-the aga to comet



‘““Can you do more to serve the Truth?”’

HE above caption is copied from the May 1,
1897, edition of Zion’s Watch Tower. In the
article which appeared under that heading the edit-
or of the Tower said that because of the economic
depression then existing in America, a great many
friends who had been engaged in the colporteur
work had been obliged to take up other occu-

pations in order to make a living, thereby cur-

tailing to a large extent the circulation of the vol-
umes of Dawn, And then he added:

“‘It occurs to us that if this fact were realized by
the friends of the truth generally, it would lead
them each and all to say, ‘In that event I must step
into the breach; I must be that much more active
in the service; T must devote that much more time
in letting the light shine out to others.””’

Then the editor further pointed out that the Bi-
ble House would make a special effort to cooperate
with all who should desire to avail themselves of
the wonderful opportunities for service then avail-
able. He mentioned a special price reduction for the
Dawn series when sold by colporteurs. He also em-
phasized the fact that much free literature was
available for distribution by volunteers. Then his
brief but eandid call to service was concluded with
the following pointed paragraph:

“‘Let us, dear Brothers and Sisters, by the Lord’s
help, take a fresh hold of His work. The people
never needed the truth more! It is the only thing
that will keep them from infidelity! People never
were more ready to receive the truth! They realize
that some great changes are at hand, and many
want to understand them. ‘When the judgments
of the Lord are abroad in the land, the inhabitants
of the world will learn righteousness (truth—
justice ).’ If we are anxious'to serve, the Lord will
give us an opportunity. Here it is!”’

A Parallel

Dear readers, are we not now living in a time
strikingly similar to the one in which the preced-
ing words were penned? Indeed, the circulation
of the present truth message has been curtailed,
not only by the present industrial depression, but
even more so by the recent wicked onslaughts of
Satan against those who have held the truth as a

sacred trust from God, yet in whose minds the sim-

plicity of the truth has been lost. So now, all who
are anxious to serve the Lord may have the oppor-
tunity. .

We are very happy to announce that free liter-
ature is again available for volunteers. We are
glad to say that in the Lord’s providence The
Divine Plan of the Ages is once more available in
cloth and paper binding, and at a very special
price to those who wish to loan or sell them; also
in magazine form soon for loaning or as gifts.
Furthermore ecolporteuring for The Dawn mag-
azine in combination with The Divine Plan of the
Ages is now possible, either by full or part-time
workers. Those desiring to re-enter the Lord’s
service through this arrangement may write to us
for details and special prices.

Also the work familiarly called ‘‘sharp-shooting’’
is a most effective means of witnessing to others.
In this every willing heart may have some share.
Many of our readers will doubtless find that with
little effort they may be able to place each month
two, three, five, ten or more copies of The Dawn
magazine with their neighbors — their butcher,
their baker, their grocer, or others with whom
they previously may have discussed the truth.

Let us all ask ourselves the same important
question today that is set forth in the above head-
ing written in 1897:

““Can I do More to Serve The Truth?"’

Certainly it is still true, as then, that the people
never were more ready to receive the truth! Sure-
ly it is now true more than ever, that the people
realize that some momentous change is at hand—
and they desire to understand it. And who knows
but that among them there may be many grains of
wheat still waiting to be gleaned and garnered?
Let us continue to reap until the plowman fully
overtakes us — until the night comes in which no
man can work, Let all the anointed remember:
--*‘The Lord hath anointed me to preach good tid-
ings unto the meek. .. to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening
of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the .day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn...
that He might be glorified.”—Isaiah 61:1-3.

tunity to hold forth the Word of life.

—am.

DO YOU LIKE THIS MAGAZINE? OTHERS NEED ITS VISITS TOO!

The Bible commands us, ‘‘Preach the Word...instant in season and out of season.”” Let’s do it. It will
help others.” Especially will it help us. . We will neecd wholesome Christian activity. Here is an oppor-

SPECIAL OFFER: For every $1.00 subscription to The Dawn that you send us during September and
October we will send to you, or to the subscriber, s copy of The Divine Plan of the Ages, in book
form free. Let’s sow beside all waters, Address: THE DAWN, 251 Washington St.,, Brooklyn, N. Y.




“In Due Time”

THE MORNING DAWNS

POOR, fainting spiriﬁ, still hold on thy way—
The dawn is near!

‘ True, thou art weary; but yon brighter ray

Becomes more “elear.

Bear up a little _longer, walt for rest;

- Yield: not to slumber, thiough with toil oppressed.
. The night of life is mournful, but, look on—

The dawn is near!

Soon will earth’s shadow
gone;
Yield not to f'ear'
The mountains’ summit will, ere long be gained,*

. And the bright world of j6y and peace attained.
““Joyful through. hope,” .thy motto still must be—

The dawn is near!

What glories will ‘that dayyn unfold to thee?
Be of good cMer'
Gird up thy loins; bind sqndals on thy feet;
The way seems dark and jlrea.r the end is sweet.

s —Poems of Dawn.





