EORIES

UNDENOMINATIONAL
A RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER

“Because the Days are Evil.”

“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time; because the days are
evil.”

THE word “circumspect” is from circum, signifying around, and spectus, signifying to look, to watch.
The true Christian pathway is so narrow, so beset with tests and pitfalls and wiles of the evil one, that, if
we walk carelessly even (not to say wickedly), we will be in great danger of mishap. It requires not only
that we look all around at every step, but, more than this, it requires that we be wise, — wiser than our
fellow creatures of earth—wise with the wisdom that cometh from above, which is pure, peaceable,
loving; yet first of all loyal to the Lord and His Word.

We wish to call attention to some general principles, applicable to every member of the body of Christ, at
every time; and especially necessary to be remembered and practised at the present time, because of the
special activity of our adversary; — “because the days are evil.” For it would appear that, as in the
“harvest” of the Jewish age, so in the present “harvest” of the Gospel age, opposition prevails not only in
the synagogues, from the Scribes and Pharisees, but in the home circle —between parents and children,
and husbands and wives—and among the Lord’s people.

And in proportion as the adversary seeks to stir up strife, let each of the consecrated be the more on guard
to give no avoidable offence either in word or deed. “Walk circumspectly, . . . . because the days are
evil,” — days of special trial and testing.

The rules we have to suggest are as follows:—
(1)  Leteach resolve to mind his own business.

The Scriptural injunctions along this line caution us not to be busy-bodies in other people’s affairs.
Everyone of experience in life has learned that this is a good rule; yet few walk- by this rule,
circumspectly. If we have not sufficient of our own business and of the Lord’s service to fill our hands
and moments and mouths, there is something wrong with us that needs careful prayer and study of the
divine Word to set right.

This does not mean that we should be indifferent to the welfare of others under our care, or for whom we
are in any degree responsible; but, ‘even in doing for these we should be careful to recognise their rights



and the rights of others, and especially careful not to exceed our own rights. Let us never forget that
justice must govern in our interferences with the affairs of others, though we may not require full justice
in respect of our own interests, but exercise mercy.

(2) We should exercise great patience with others and their faults — more than in dealing with
ourselves and our own shortcomings.

When we remember that the whole world is mentally as well as physically and morally unsound through
the fall, it should make us very considerate for their failings. Since the Lord is graciously willing to cover
our blemishes with the merit of the precious blood, we cannot do less than be “very pitiful” and of tender
compassion towards others;— even though their failings be greater or different from our own. This
general rule is specially applicable to your own children. Their defects to some extent came from you or
through you; hence, in dealing with their faults, you should do just as in correcting your own faults, —
earnestly, rigorously, for their correction in righteousness, but sympathetically, mercifully, lovingly.

(3.) Do not be touchy and easily offended. Take a kindly, charitable view of the words and acts of others.
A trifling slight or rebuff could well be passed unnoticed—covered with the mantle of generosity and
love. A serious offence should be assumed to be unintentional, and inquiry should be kindly made in
words that would not stir up anger, but in “speech seasoned with grace.” In a majority of cases it will
prove that no offence was meant.

This rule in the Scriptures comes under the instructions not to indulge in “evil surmisings,”—imagining
evil intentions and motives behind the words and acts of others. “Evil surmisings” is ranked by the
Apostle as contrary to the words of our Lord Jesus, opposed to godliness, and of the same spirit as envy
and strife—of a corrupt mind, works of the flesh and the devil.-l Tim. 6:3-5; Gal. 5:19-21.

The other side of this subject is brought out by the Apostle’s injunction respecting the elements of the
spirit of love, of which God’s people are begotten and which they are to cultivate daily,—the
development of which is one of the chief proofs of their being “over-comers.” He says, “Love suffereth
long and is kind, . . . . is not easily offended, thinketh no evil, . . . . beareth all things, believeth all things
(favorably), hopeth all things, endureth all things.”

It may be urged that such a disposition would be imposed upon frequently, by the evilly disposed. We
reply that those who possess this spirit of love are not necessarily obtuse nor soft; their experiences in
cultivating this degree of love have served to develop them and make them of “quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord.” They will be cautious where there is even the appearance of evil, even while avoiding
sthe imputation of evil intentions until forced to concede them by indisputable evidence. Besides, it would
be better far to take some trifling risks and suffer some slight losses, many fillies, than to accuse even one
innocent person. And the Lord who has directed this course is abundantly able to compensate us for any
losses experienced in following His counsel. He is both able and willing to make all such experiences
work together for good to those who love Him. He places obedience in His arrangements first (even
before sacrifice) saying, “Ye are my disciples, if ye do whatsoever | command you.”

Whoever neglects the Lord’s commands along this line of “evil surmisings” weaves a web for his own
ensnarement, however “circumspectly” he may walk as respects other matters; for a heart impregnated
with doubt and suspicion toward fellow creatures is more than half prepared to doubt God; the spirit of
sourness and bitterness implied is at war with the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of love. Either the one or the
other will conquer. The wrong spirit must be gotten rid of, or it will defile the new creature and make of
him a “castaway.” On the contrary, if the new nature conquer, as an “overcomer,” it will be along this
line; if evil surmisings are overcome, half the battle against present difficulties and besetments is won.
The surmisings are from the heart, and lead us either to good words and acts, or to evil words and acts.



(4) If you have been slandered you may explain, to set yourself right either publicly or privately; but
surely avoid doing more than this. If you slander in return you make two wrongs out of one. Let no man
render evil for evil to any one; — no, not even if what you should tell be the truth, while what your
neighbour told was falsehood. And in contradicting and explaining false charges, remember not to go
beyond this to make counter-charges against your defamer; for thus you also would become a slanderer.

This is the Scriptural rule. We are to do unto others as we would that they should do unto us, and not as
they do unto us. The wrongs done toward us will never justify wrong doing on our part. God’s true
children are to have no sympathy with Satan’s delusion “Do evil that good may result.” But while no
Scripture forbids our explaining away the errors and false statements of slanderers, experience proves
that, if we followed Satan and his deluded servants of unrighteousness around, to contradict every adverse
criticism and evil report, we should be kept more than busy. And if Satan found us willing to do so, he
would no doubt lead us such a chase as would prevent our having any time to tell forth the good tidings of
great joy; thus he would gain a victory, and we should lose one.

Rather let us commit our reputation to the Lord, as part of the sacrifice we laid at His feet when we
surrendered all in obedience to the “call” to run the great race for the prize of our high calling. If thus we
suffer some loss of reputation, by reason of our resolution not to neglect the King’s business to fight fox
our own tinsel, we may be sure that it will count with Him as so much endured for Christ’s sake; and so
much the more will be our reward in heaven, when the battle is over and the victors are crowned.

Meantime, however, it behoves each of the Lord’s people to be as circumspect as possible at every step of
the way. Remember that in proportion to faithfulness and zeal in letting the light shine we will have the
malignant opposition of our great Adversary, who seeks to turn and twist and maliciously distort and
discolor our every word and act ;—because the accuser of the brethren can find no real charges; and
because he is exceeding mad against the humble servants of the truth, as he was against the Chief
Servant—our Lord. He, let us remember, was crucified as a lawbreaker, at the instance of the prominent
ones of the church, and betrayed to them by one of His own disciples.

“Consider him who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be weary and faint in
your minds” when attacked by the adversary whoever may be his agents and whatever their missiles. He
cannot harm but will only increase our reputation in the Lord’s sight, if we endure faithfully, and he can
do no outward harm that God cannot overrule for the good of His cause—though that good may
sometimes mean “siftings” of chaff and tares from the wheat.

(5) Evil speaking, backbiting and slandering are strictly forbidden to God’s people, as wholly contrary
to His spirit of love—even if the evil thing be true. As a preventive of anything of the nature of slander,
the Scriptures very carefully mark out one only way of redress of grievances, in Matt. 18:15-17.

Even advanced Christians seem to be utterly in ignorance of this divine ruling, and hence professed
Christians are often the most pronounced scandal-mongers. Yet this is one of the few special specific
commandments given by our Lord; and considered in connection with the statement, Ye are my disciples
if ye do whatever | command you, its constant violation proves that many are not far advanced in
discipleship.

If any brother or sister begins to you an evil report of others stop him at once, kindly, but firmly. “Have
not fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but rather reprove shem.” Refuse to have any share
in this violation of our Master’s commands, which does great mischief in the church. Supposing the
brother or sister to be only a “babe” in spiritual matters, call attention to the Lord’s ruling on the
subject—Matt. 18:15, and 1 Tim. 5:19. If the conversation is not directed to you but merely in your



hearing, promptly show your disapproval by withdrawing.

If, after having his attention called to the Lord’s command on this subject, the slanderer still persists in
“evilspeaking,” “back-biting” and telling you his “evil surmisings,” reprove him more sharply, saying as
you go,—I cannot, must not hear you; for if I did, I would be as criminal in the matter as you are—
violating the Lord’s command.

And even if | were to hear your story, | could not believe it; for the Christian who does not respect the
Lord’s Word and follow His plan of redress for grievances, shows so little of the Lord’s spirit that his
word cannot be trusted. He who twists and dodges the Lord’s words would not hesitate to twist and
misrepresent the words and deeds of fellow- disciples. If to any extent you listen to such conversation or
express “sympathy * with it or with the gossipper or slanderer, you are a partner in the sin and in all its
consequences; and if a “root of bitterness” is thus developed, you are more than likely to be one of those
“defiled” by it.— Heb.12:15.

A slanderer is a thief according to worldly standard; as Shakespeare wrote:

Who steals my purse steals trash;

But who filches from me my good name
Robs me of that which not enriches him,
And makes me poor indeed.

According to the Christian standard, still higher, as voiced by the Great Teacher, slanderers are murderers
(See Matt 5:22; 1 John 3:15, Revised Version). Thus seen, the very suggestion to slander is to be
shunned, as of the spirit of Satan.—John 8:44.

(6) God’s people should beware of pride as they would avoid the most deadly plague.

This rule, always good, and well backed by Scripture, seems doubly needful to those who are blessed with
the light of present truth. This may seem strange. It may be reasoned that the receiving of so much
grander views of God’s character and plan would make His people feel the more insignificant and
humble, the more dependent on divine goodness, the more trustful of God and the less trustful of
themselves. And this should be the effect, always and ever; but alas, with very many it is not so.

Many get to feel that the knowledge of the plan of the ages proves them especially wise or great or good;
they seem to forget that God hides the truth from the wise and great —that no flesh should glory in His
sight. They love the truth selfishly, as dealers love their merchandise, for the sake of what they can get out
of it. If they cannot hope for wealth in exchange for the truth they can hope for small notoriety — to
appear wiser than others, that they may dole it out in fragments and thus perpetuate their notoriety for
widsom, and gratify stheir pride or vanity. Such people do little to help circulate the present truth.

We therefore caution all who by the grace of God have been translated out of darkness into God’s
marvellous light, that they walk proportionately the more humbly before the Lord: because, if the light
received should become darkness, how great would be the darkness, and how hopeless the condition! It
would, as the Apostle declares, be better for such never to have known the way of life. If salt loses its
flavor it is good for nothing more than sand.

(7 Be pure: maintain a conscience void of offence toward God and men. Begin with the heart—the
thoughts. Harbour no thoughts ‘that in any sense of the word would be evil. To make sure of this, have
Christ as your pattern, well and much before your mind. When evil is obtruded upon you, either from
without or from within, lift your heart to Him in prayer for the grace promised to help in every time of



need. Keep constantly near you the thought and prayer, “Let the words of my mouth and the meditations
of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.”

(8) While treasuring and seeking to follow the various specific commands of Scripture, let us seek
more and more to understand and come into sympathy with the principles which underlie the divine law:
this will enable us to judge of the right and the wrong of such of our words, thoughts and acts as may not
be particularly specified in the Lord’s Word. Indeed, as we get to understand and sympathise with the
principles of divine law, to that extent we are getting at the spirit of the divine Word.—See Psa.119:97-
105.

€)] Shun a contentious and fault-finding disposition as contrary to the spirit or disposition of
Christ—contrary to love.

A certain amount of combative courage is demanded in overcoming the world, the flesh and the devil and
their various snares, and this fighting disposition may become a valuable aid to ourselves and the
Master’s cause if rightly and wisely directed; — against sin, first in ourselves and secondly in others; if
used for the Lord and His people, and against Satan and all his powers of darkness and superstition. This
in the Scriptures is called fighting the good fight: and we all should be gallant soldiers in this battle for
right and truth, lovingly defending our Captain’s honor and His people’s liberties.

But such a good use of combativeness is not pleasing to the prince of this world, and he will seek to
pervert what he cannot directly use. Consequently he attempts with some to make combativeness appear a
chief virtue; he encourages them to fight everything and everybody; — the brethren more than the powers
of darkness; — nominal churchmen more than the errors and ignorance which blind them and make them
such. Indeed his desire is to get us to “fight against God.”

Let us be on guard on this point. Let us first of all judge ourselves lest we cast a stumbling block before
others: let us fight down in our own hearts the wrong spirit which seeks to make mountains out of trifles
and disposes us to be captious and contentious over little and non-essentials. “Greater is he that ruleth his
own spirit than he that taketh a city.” Let us guard ourselves that our defense of the truth be not from
motives of self glorification; but from love for the truth, love for the Lord and love for His people, the
brethren. If love be the impelling spirit or motive, it will show itself accordingly, in loving, gentle,
patient, humble efforts toward the fellow-servants; and let us be “gentle toward all.” Let “the sword of the
spirit, the Word of God,” which is quick and powerful, do all the cutting.

(10)  Beware of all thoughts, feelings and conditions directly or remotely connected with malice, envy,
strife, hatred.

Give these no place in your heart even for a moment; for they will surely do you great injury, aside from
leading to the injury of others. Keep your heart, your will, your intentions and desires full of love toward
God and all His creatures,—the most fervent toward God, and proportionately toward all who have His
spirit and walk in His directed way.

(11) Do not trust your conscience. If it were a sufficient guide you would have no need of the
Scriptures. The majority of people have as good as no conscience; for they are blind to the principles and
laws of God given to guide conscience. And still worse off than these are those mentioned in I. Tim.4:2.
Hence the imperative necessity for carefully heeding the Lord’s Word, and walking circumspectly
according to its light.

(12) Do not be bold, except for the right, the truth. So far as yourself is concerned, preserve a
reverential fear — of sin, and of displeasing the Master, and of losing the great reward—"the prize of our



high calling.” Nearly all who “fall away” first lose all fear and become self-confident. They forget that it
is only “If ye do these things ye shall never fall.” (2 Pet.1:5-10.) “Let us fear, lest a promise being left us
of entering into his rest, any of us should seem to come short of it.” (Heb.4:1.) Partly because of the loss
of this proper fear, “It is impossible to renew them again unto repentance.” (From “Reprints.”)

Revised Standard Version.—A new edition of this Bible is now available in strong cloth binding at 26/-
post paid.
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Dalai Lama Asks U.N., “Save Tibet.”

UNDER the above heading a New York news item appeared in the Melbourne “Age” of September 11th,
as follows:

The Dalai Lama last night asked immediate intervention by the United Nations against Communist
China’s moves in Tibet. But diplomats said one nation would have to raise the issue before the world
organisation could discuss it.

Tibet is not a member of the United Nations.

The Dalai Lama, in a letter, put his appeal directly to the U.N. Secretary-General (Mr. Hammarskjoeld),
asking that the matter be placed on the agenda for the coming General Assembly session by the
organisation’s general or steering committee “on its own initiative,” without waiting for any member to
raise the issue for debate.

The Dalai Lama’s indictment said the Tibetan people were undergoing sufferings beyond description and
that it was imperatively necessary that “this wanton and ruthless murder of my people should be
immediately brought to an end.”

He accused the Chinese Communists of sterilising Tibetan men and women “with a view to the total
extermination of the Tibetan race.”

He said thousands had been dispossesed and driven from their livelihoods. Men, women and children
were put into labor gangs for military construction work without pay or with small pay.

The “god-king” of Tibet said leading Tibetans had been murdered and “thousands of innocent people of
Tibet have been brutally massacred.”

Finally, the Dalai Lama charged, the Chinese Communists sought to destroy the Buddhist religion, razing
thousands of monasteries and wrecking religious paraphernalia. “Life and property are no longer safe,” he
told Mr. Hammarskjoeld, “and Lhasa, the capital of the State, is a dead city.”—A.A.P.

The above report reveals something of the terrible experiences inflicted upon the Tibetan people over
recent months. Apparently a very peaceful, inoffensive people,.and living in their little kingdom for
generation after generation, it is most pathetic for these people of Tibet to be subjected to such ruthless
treatment by a great power seeking to overrun and absorb this little country into their way of life.

Some people may say, Surely this appeal by the Dalai Lama, the “god-king” of Tibet, will stir the United



Nations into action to save this kingdom from further aggression, and repel the invaders. Others may
question, Why does not God prevent such onslaughts upon innocent people? And will not God answer the
prayers of this religious leader for deliverance and reinstate him in his rightful place in the minds and
hearts of the Tibetan people?

Only ethrough a knowledge of God’s Plan of the Ages can these questions be answered satisfactorily. The
Scriptures clearly reveal that we are now living in the end of this “present evil world” and that the time
has come for the removal of all man-made kingdoms in preparation for the setting up of Christ’s kingdom
of peace. This necessarily means much hardship and suffering in the process, and man’s inhumanity to
man will not go unpunished either, even though it is accomplishing the Lord’s will. (See Psa.76:10.)

It is very evident, therefore, that the United Nations will be unable to save Tibet, just as the appeal from
Hungary against the aggressor was ignored in recent years. The time has arrived for the passing of all the
“god-kings,” and when the Tibetan people receive the truths of the kingdom, in God’s due time, they will
never regret having their errors and superstitions removed for all time, and even the Dalai Lama himself
will then also realise that being a “god- king” was dishonoring to the true God and our Lord Jesus Christ,
as they only are worthy of praise and worship by all the human family.

How revealing is the statement from the prophet Haggai, speaking for the Lord—"Yet once, it is a little
while, and | will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land (the religious and social
order of this world); And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come.” (Haggai 2:6,7.)
We thank God that when all nations come to a true knowledge of the Lord, they shall then acknowledge
that all their desires are fulfilled in His wonderful Kingdom, for “nation shall not lift up a sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any mare.” (Mic.4:1-4.)

We Have An Inheritance.
(Convention Address)

“In whom (Christ) also we have obtained an inheritance, having been previously marked according to a
design of Him who is operating all things agreeably to the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1:11. Diaglott.)

THERE are three Greek words of similar meaning translated “inheritance” in the New Testament. The,
one used in our text, according to Strong’s Concordance, means—"To allot, to assign (as a privilege),
sometimes acquired in ancient times by casting lots.”

In Heb. 1:4 it is used to denote Jesus’ superiority to the angels since His resurrection. “Having made
purification from sins, seated himself in right of the majesty on high; thus becoming so much superior to
the messengers, inasmuch as he has inherited a more distinguished power than they.” (Fenton.)

The second Greek word, used in Eph.1:14,18 and elsewhere, means—"Heirship, patrimony, or
possession.” It seems to refer to more than merely allotting; rather the nature of the allotment, as in Eph.
1:13,14, where it is a spiritual portion. “Ye were sealed with the holy spirit of promise, which is the
earnest (or pledge) of (obtaining in full) our inheritance.” A spiritual inheritance, appointed for the spirit
begotten new creatures. Also in 1 Pet.1:4—’’"Begotten again to an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled,
unfading, reserved in heaven for you.” A heavenly, spiritual portion has been allotted to a special class.

The third Greek word translated “inheritance” means—"A portion, whether allotted by God or man.” In
Acts 1:26 it is translated “lot.” The Apostles cast lots for one to take the place of Judas; the lot fell upon
Matthias. The land of Canaan was divided by lot; on the basis of this a portion of the land became the
inheritance of each tribe of Israel.



The three Greek words referred to all seem to suggest a portion as distinct from the mass, or lump, as a
potter may take a portion of clay and make a vessel of honor and another of less honor. Whether the
portion thus allotted is heavenly or earthly can be determined usually by the context in which the word is
used, or by comparing other Scriptural references bearing upon the matter.

From the Creator comes every good and perfect gift. He allots portions of His blessings and bounties to
all His intelligent creatures. “The heavens are the Lord’s; but the earth hath he given to the children of
men.” From the mass of the human family God has chosen some to occupy a special place in His plan and
presence. Also among mankind He has given some priority and favors above others.

In Deut.32:9 we read—"For the Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.” Also
Zech.2:12 states—"The Lord. shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem
again.” Natural Israel is the Lord’s portion from among the nations. He chose them and gave them an
earthly inheritance, and it is written in Heb.9:15 that Christ redeemed them who were under the first (law)
covenant, that they which are called may receive the (fulfilment) of the promise of eternal inheritance.

In the spiritual world also some beings occupy a special place and honor and power above others. Jesus
said in John 14:2—”In my Father’s home (universe) are many mansions (planes of being) . ... 1 goto
prepare a place for you.”

Gabriel was one such who was so honored by Jehovah. This mighty angel announced to Zachariah prior
to the birth of John the Baptist, in Luke 1:19—"1 am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God,” and in
Matt.18:11 those angels who minister to the heirs of salvation are spoken of by our Lord “as always
beholding the face of my Father.” Apparently all angels are not thus favored. In whose presence
seraphims (fiery ones) cover their face—as unworthy to behold the divine majesty; and cover their feet, as
a token of reverence — an Eastern custom when approaching the presence of a monarch. (Ise. 62:2.)

When describing the splendour of the Lord the Psalmist says—"Thou coverest thyself with light as with a
garment.” (Psa. 104:2.) Again in 1 Tim.6:16 we read—’’Dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” Before whom seraphims cover the face, and proclaim —
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.” (Isa.6:3.) We are indeed also filled with reverence and awe when
we read (Jude 24) that before such a Being we shall be “presented faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy.”

In His pre-human existence the Logos was highly favored, and on becoming the Messiah’ and proving
faithful unto death was given the pre-eminence—raised up, and sat down on the right hand of Jehovah.
And bear in mind that none dare take these favors without dire consequences unless called by Jehovah to
do so.

During this Gospel Age there is a poor despised company of whom the world is not apprised, to whom
our Heavenly Father has given a special portion in His “House” — a place prepared. As the Apostle Peter
says (2 Pet.1:4, Diag.), to these He has given the greatest promises. They walk in yonder narrow way,
beset by many foes. They are of a royal line, all children of a King. He has begotten them through His
Word of truth (James 1:18) that “they should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”

In Acts 15:14 these are referred to as *“a people for his name.” Also in 1 Pet.2:9—"Ye are a chosen
generation (race), a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a purchased people.” (Diag. a people for a purpose.)
And in Isa. 62:3 we read—"Thou shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in
the hand of thy God.” For these, the Lord Jesus, the Head or Captain of this company, is preparing a
special place, and the Apostle’s prayer for such is “That the eyes of your understanding being



enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his (God’s) calling (invitation), and what the riches (or
wealth) of the glory of his inheritance among the saints.” (Eph.1:18.)

Neither are we able to fully comprehend the grandeur of this wonderful, eternal, unfading inheritance
which belongs to God’s own, of whom the Lord Jesus is the Head—the One altogether lovely, and we
glory in His kingly power. “The fairest of the fair is He.” And He, too, will rejoice over you with singing
— “a glorious church, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.” In 1 Cor. 2:9,10, it is stated that no
human “eye hath seen, no ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him,” but “God bath revealed them unto us by his spirit,” and you know that
this is true. As humans we could not appreciate this, but only as begotten of His spirit. Already our
spiritual vision and hearing has seen and heard wonderful things, —’*Visions of rapture burst on my
sight.”

“Oh, what a foretaste of glory Divine!
Heir of Salvation, purchase of God;
Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.”

Those who will be accounted worthy to be heirs of God and joint-heirs of Jesus Christ must be changed
from glory to glory — a character of holiness, purity, meekness, gentleness, loveliness. These things we
see and appreciate in our Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, we have a present inheritance
already, as a foretaste,—”For God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels.” (2 Cor. 4:6,7.) Fellowship is also truly established—the Heavenly Father and
our Lord Jesus make their abode with us, if we keep His Word and love Him supremely. (John 14:23.)

This new life has begun and this new relationship has been established because we have consecrated
ourselves and all our earthly portion unto Him, and God’s pledge is that if faithful unto death we shall be
born of the spirit. Unto this end the Lord “has given us the greatest promises that by these you might be
partakers of the divine nature.” (2 Pet. 1:4. Diag.) Already, by faith, we are “raised up and made to sit
together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” (Eph.2:6,7.)

From these heavenlies we focus our telescope—the Word of God—upon the precious things promised;
through this we are able to view celestial mountains, and life-giving streams, and contemplate upon the
ages to come and the glory of the temple (Psa.48.) “Beautiful for situation .. . . on the sides of the north.”
“How lovely is thy dwelling-place, 0 Lord of hosts.” (Bsa.84:1.) Search we may for many years, and still
new beauties shall we see.

The length and breadth and height of our inheritance is much grander and more lofty, sublime and pure
and enduring than we once thought. The Designer of our telescope has taught us to adjust and focus it
more accurately, and the heavenly beauties and loveliness, also the earthly wonders, have been greatly
enlarged, and what a joy this has been. Jesus said,—”These things have | spoken unto you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” (John 15:11.)

Nevertheless, the Christian life has its seasons of “heaviness through manifold temptations.” We are still
in the night of trial and temptation, even though the night is studded with these precious gems of
sparkling light, and promises, and realities. There are and must be ,strivings within and without and we
sometimes wrestle, not merely with flesh and blood, but with wicked spirits in high places. Faith, love,
humility, self-control, patience, endurance, watchfulness and prayer are still so necessary, or else, like
Moses, after being taken upon a high mountain to view the glorious land, so near, we too fail of receiving
that full reward. In the words of another—”And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are



sanctified.” (Acts 20:32.)

Pilgrimage Ended

SOME weeks ago we learned of the passing of our Sister Davidson, and one of our brethren who had met
her quite often has gladly supplied the following which we feel is a fitting remembrance of one, whom to
have met, was to love in the Lord.

As one by one of the Lord’s “jewels” are being gathered Home, we are reminded of the words of John the
Baptist, “He must increase, but | must decrease.” Sister Davidson, whose home was in Sydney, reached
the end of the way recently, after a long life of loving devotion to the Lord and His people. Being the
eldest of a large family, our Sister was obliged, through sickness in the family and difficult economic
conditions, to bear a large share of the burdens of the family even from her early girlhood.

It was early in 1913 that the clear enfoldment of God’s Plan came to Sister Davidson, who joyfully
received it, and co-operated in making it known to others. When the Photo Drama came to Sydney in
1915 Sister Davidson rendered much assistance to the cause of truth, and encouraged and entertained the
colporteurs and other workers in her home.

In 1921 Sister Davidson’s hushand was shipwrecked and died at sea, leaving our Sister with three young
daughters to train and guide. Our Sister’s life provides another instance of how God’s grace, operating in
a faithful, humble heart, can turn tragedy into triumph. Sister Davidson was one whose life showed very
rich development of the graces of Christ-likeness. Full of loving sympathy for human need; never-ending
patience, deep humility, practical wisdom, and an a//-conguering faith, combined to bring to our loved
one’s life a rare sweetness which God’s grace alone can bestow.

As some rare perfume in a vase of clay Pervades it with a fragrance not its own So, when Thou dwellest
in a mortal soul,

All heaven’s own sweetness seems around it thrown.

Our Sister is much missed by the members of her family, and the friends who knew her; but while
mourning our loss, we are also-comforted to know that another of God’s “little ones” has reached the end
of the way. “She hath done what she could,” and we feel sure God has crowned a life nobly lived, by His
grace. “Precious in the sight of the Lord. is the death of His saints.”

When with dear friends sweet talk | hold,
And all the flowers of life unfold;—

Let not my heart within me bum,

Except in all | Thee discern!

Melbourne Christmas Convention.

The brethren of the Melbourne Class wish to announce that their Annual Convention will be held this
year (D.V.) on December 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th in the Masonic Hall, 254 Swan Street, Richmond, and
all friends able to attend these gatherings are cordially invited to make their arrangement accordingly.
Further information from the Class Secretary—Mr. J. B. Hiam, 16 Kennedy Street, South Oakleigh,
S.E.13, Victoria.



Greeting Cards.

One of our brethren in the printing trade has kindly produced some Greeting Cards and sent them along
with the request that the proceeds from the sale of them be donated to the General Tract Fund to assist in
the work of the Institute. This is very much appreciated, in the service of the Lord.

These cards are quite nice and are suitable for general greetings, but they are not Christmas Cards. ‘The
price is 3/- per dozen, post paid; orders may be placed by quoting numbers, as follows

1. “Just for To-day,”

2. “One Here and There,”

3. “How Readest Thou?,”

4. “The New Leaf,”

5. “The Best of Wishes—Faith—Hope—Love,”
6. “Drop a Pebble in the Water,”

7. “My Bible and 1,”

8. “Love’s Victory,”

9. “The Touch of the Master’s Hand,”
10. “Some Worthy Attainments,”

11. “Come Unto Me,”

12. “Somewhere the Light is Shining,”
13. “The Secret of His Presence,”

14. “Watching and Praying,”

15. “Thus May He Bless and Keep Thee,”
16. “Not Seeing, Yet Believing,”

17. “Hitherto and Henceforth,”’

18. “The Lord My Shepherd,”

19. “Into His Marvellous Light,”

20. “Right was The Pathway,”

21. “This is My Will for
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