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Lest Ye Be Wearied.

(Melbourne Convention Address.)

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let Us lay aside every
weight, and; the sin which doth so easily beset Us, and let Us run with patience the race that is set before
Us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith ; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the CROSS, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For
consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in
your minds.” (Heb. 12:1-3.1

THERE is a natural tendency amongst people to tire of a thing when the novelty wears off. Even the
hearing of the truth, strange as it may seem, becomes a weariness to some after a time. It is the same in
the army with the soldiers— they are happy when they are marching forward with the drums playing, but
when the cold weather comes and they encounter wintry conditions, and there are not so many uplifting
influences around them, there is a tendency to grow weary, and army life does not seem nearly so
attractive as it did at first.

This is true in our spiritual warfare, in “fighting the good fight of faith.” There are times when all around
seems joyous. Such occasions are these Conventions, and it is good that it is so, and we are stimulated
and encouraged.

There are times, again. when the clouds hang low and darkness and chilliness surround us and we are
liable to become discouraged. It is partly for this reason that the Apostle has directed us to “consider
Him,” that thereby we might be stimulated and encouraged to press on, and inspire others. He knew just
what we would need, so we have this thought, “lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.”

Then we have St. Paul’s exhortation in Gal. 6:10, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto
all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” And 1 Cor. 15:58, “Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

Paul exhorts us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, and he says, “so much the more as ye
see the day approaching.” Why? Because that day will have its peculiar trials, difficulties, and
temptations. The story of the Cross will likely seem old, not as new as some things, and consiquently we



will need to bear each other up.; Because cause there is danger of becoming lukewarm spiritually, it is
generally recommended that the Lo 111 people meet together, for to do so is stimulating In proportion as
we seek to stir up others in the way, we are thereby assuring our own minds. We can therefore see
wisdom in all of God’s arrangements in respect of His truth and the associations, of his people.

In every Christian there is danger of growing weary in well-doing. Well-doing costs something,, it reams
sacrifice.

If you are serving IF Lord’s cause you are denying yourself in some way. Unless we have some special
love for the Lord and the Truth there’ may be a tendency for us to say: “This is a very tedious work, | am
pressed in many other directions, there are those who are inviting me to see them. So many things come
to us that we might feel tempted to slacken our efforts. The world, the flesh and the Adversary are
pressing hard to draw us not exactly from the prize, but from the narrow way leading to the prize. They
would slacken our zeal ,and beat our courage down. They would make us faint, so as to say, | am so tired

I cannot do any mote. Doubtless we have all had experiences like this. If we become faint in body we may
rest ourselves, but if we are faint in mind and discouraged ‘it is more difficult to become refreshed. So we
must keep this thought of the Apostle before us—what shall we do in case we get wearied and faint in our
minds? He tells us, “Consider Him.”

We know to whom he is referring here, the bike great “Him” in all the world. We are to consider how
much He endured without getting faint ‘Or weary, without giving up His work. He undertook to do a
certain work, and so have we. In some respects we have undertaken to do the same work that Jesus did.
Let us “consider Him” lest we be wearied and faint in following His footsteps. Of course this is directed
to the Lord’s own people, those who have taken up the cross, seeking to walk in His steps, the way of
self-denial. So we are to consider what He endured without getting faint in carrying out God’s plan; He
endured in contradiction of sinners against Himself. This is the very kind of difficulty which we have in
our endeavour to carry out the Father’s will. If there were no doubts, or trials, this would be a very
pleasant world to go through. It is because we have to swim upstream against the current that we have
such a difficult work. Watch a swimmer endeavouring to swim upstream against a current in a river, and
note how he must battle against the forward flow of the currents. A moment’s relaxation, and the current
will carry him down. With us there is a natural tendency, as well in the currents of thought about us in the
world, to pull us back in the opposite direction to that in which we are striving to go.

So we must consider Christ, His example, His words, lest we become faint. There are many reasons why
we might become so. One of them is that we might consider the opposition against us is too great. Jesus
had the opposition of all those of national influence in His day. He was continually misrepresented, until
finally the slanders culminated in His being called a profane person, who had spoken blasphemies about
God, saying He was like God and as great as God. This was part of the charge against Him. Although the
accusation was not true, nevertheless He endured it, even though He had power to stop it. If He could cast
out demons and open the eyes of the blind, surely He could have done something to change things in His
own case! Why didn’t He do it? Because He was doing the Father’s will, and it was the Father’s will that
He should bear witness to the Truth and demonstrate His loyalty in connection with it.

Is it not the same with us? Why does the Father care about our loyalty? Because He is seeking a certain
class for a certain purpose. In Jesus’ case He was seeking One to be the Head of the Church. In our case
He is selecting those who are to be members of the body. God has a great plan which contemplates the
overthrow of sin and the blessing of all the families of the earth, and He is now seeking those who are so
in sympathy with His plan and arrangements that they are willing to suffer for His sake. He is seeking
those who would rather suffer death than shrink from doing His will. So our loyalty, faith, patience,
endurance must be tested. This is our glorious position, and we are considering One who never made a
mistake in carrying out the Father’s will, yet He suffered as though He had made many serious mistakes.



He suffered as a disloyal person, although He had always been most loyal. The judges declared He had no
patriotism at ail, yet He was loyal to His own nation in every respect. As Jesus said, “They hated Me
without a cause.”

Let us turn these things over in our minds. Let us consider Him. This kind of suffering is necessary, for
the Father would not be wise in exalting to such a high position anyone who was not thoroughly loyal. He
could not give even His own Son the Divine nature without a thorough testing. Our Lord, as a New
Creature, was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. He was not tempted as a fallen man;
the temptations which come to the New Creature are different from those which come to the sinner. Jesus
was tempted to become weary and faint in His mind. This is one of the ways in which special temptations
from Satan were placed before Him. Satan told our Lord He would get rid of this disgrace if He would co-
operate with him, and so avoid those things which would necessarily come to Him if he should continue
to walk in God’s way. Our Lord’s answer was, “Get thee behind me, Satan.””

Another temptation was to show what great power He had received as a spirit-begotten son, to use this
power to satisfy His own natural appetite, or make a show before the people. So with us, we may be
tempted to do things in a showy way instead of the humble way marked out for us. We may expect to
have the same temptations our Lord had. Therefore we should be on guard, that we may prove loyal to the
Father.

“If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him.” The reason why the Father is so careful in making
the selection of the Church class is that they are to reign with Christ. He could not take disloyal or
careless ones to be the rulers and teachers of the people in the coming Kingdom. He would not select
those who did not resist sin. He must select those who had first learned humility, before He could use
them to teach humility to others. God wants priests and judges to be associated with His Son for a
thousand years, such as will prove faithful under all circumstances— those in whom He can place
absolute confidence, who have been proved faithful under test. This is the reason He tests and proves,
during this Gospel Age, every one whom He will receive for that future work.

The call of this Gospel Age is therefore one to sacrifice. Our Lord says, “If any man will be my disciple,
let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow me.” The Old Testament says the same thing—
"Gather my saints together unto me, those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”

Whoever would follow Jesus must prove his faithfulness by his willingness to sacrifice. “My son, give me
thine heart.” That is what God wants, our hearts. We see how Christ endured without growing weary or
giving up. What satisfaction has come to us!

We see, then, how we must be loyal to the Truth. We sometimes have not been careful enough in this, or
that matter, and consequently made some mistakes. We can often find some fault in ourselves, thus
demonstrating we are partly to blame for our sufferings. In our Lord’s case it was different. He received
the slanders, misrepresentations and everything else that came against Him without having any fault in
Him at all. He was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. Still He endured. We, though
following in His steps, have not as much to endure as had the Master.

For our encouragement, let us consider the outcome of our faithful endurance. While the Father let Jesus
die on the cross as a malefactor, He did not let our Lord go permanently, but kept His promise to raise
Him from the dead. We have the promise that as the Father raised up Jesus from the dead, so also He will
raise up those found worthy, being faithful unto death. In raising up Jesus, the Father has given us a
testimony to His faithfulness. In the case of Jesus, no-one had set Him an example; it was all by faith with
Him, none had gone before. It is different with us. Besides, we have not nearly so much to lose as had our
Lord. However, if we trust God He is faithful to keep us and do what He has promised, and raise us up



with our Head.

The same power that worked in Jesus to raise Him from the dead, the Apostle says, will work in us in
quickening our mortal bodies by His spirit that dwelleth in us. Let us consider, then, what great things
God has done for us. Let

us consider also that He has promised us a share in our Lord’s glory if we are found faithful. It is almost
beyond our conception. Unless God had made it so plain, we would not have been able to receive it. But it
has been stated over and over again in so many different ways, that there is no room for doubt. How
wonderful it all is!

Consider Him! Consider that God has highly exalted Him. Consider what a great privilege has been
afforded us of walking in His steps, especially as our lives are so imperfect and unsatisfactory, even to
ourselves, and this little life is all we have to give. What a thought, that God will count our sacrifice as a
part of that which Jesus gave! We are to be heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ; having an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for those called
according to God’s purpose.

We are now in the “last time,” right at the close of the Age. Although the world in general does not
understand the signs of the changing dispensation—"None of the wicked shall understand,” as the faithful
Daniel said—the wise in heavenly wisdom shall understand. How carefully the people of God should
weigh their very thoughts! How carefully we should walk! “What manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness!” “Ye therefore, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest ye be
carried away by the error of the wicked and fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory, both now and forever.”

In view of what we see ahead of us as sharers with Jesus of His glory, honour and immortality, we should
be striving ever to follow Him. We should be living in the future rather than in the past. Do not let us
think too much of the past. Let us not dwell upon our mistakes and shortcomings, and permit ourselves to
be cast down. Let us believe that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us look forward, keep our faces Zionward, looking unto Jesus.
“Consider Him”

We should have such an appreciation of these wonderful mercies of God, wonderful blessings of
forgiveness, and show it forth in our conduct. How we should be seeking, in our conduct, to reflect
something of the light of the glory of the Lord, showing forth His praise. That is why God is dealing with
us, that we should reflect more and more His attributes, feeble though it be, and by means of this fragile,
earthen vessel.

Let us give heed more and more, then, to the suggestion of the great Apostle, and “Consider Him” whom
the Father has so highly exalted. He has called us, let us remember, to the same high and heavenly calling,
and has promised to help us all the way through. If we seek to do this, we shall cease to be weary and
faint, and be strong in the Lord. We shall go on from grace to grace, from glory to glory, transformed by
the renewing of our minds, proving what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Then
ultimately, by God’s grace, we shall attain unto the glorious things He has in reservation for those who
love Him, more than parents, or children, or self, or any other person or thing.

“Hold on thy way with hope unchilled,
By faith and not by sight ;
And thou shalt own His word fulfilled,
‘At eve it shall be light.” “



Just for a moment we would like to consider some of the qualities of our Lord Jesus, as we endeavour to
give heed to the Apostle’s directions in these words, “Consider Him.” Let us think of His courage. The
courage of our Lord under the difficult experiences He went through, is surely good for us to think about.
We notice His courage in the hour of temptation, when the Adversary endeavoured to persuade Him to
take some other methods than those marked out by Divine providence. He met it by the reply, “It is
written.” We note how our Lord’s heart was loyal to God, it was sufficient for Him to know God’s will to
enlist His prompt obedience. His courage, born of faith in God, enabled Him to decide promptly and
positively in harmony with the directions of the Word of God.

We can consider, also, His courage in doing the work God had given Him to do. There are wonderful
lessons for us as we note His zeal, diligence, patient endurance, perseverance in spreading the Gospel
message. Nothing would daunt Him. He was bold as a lion, while meek and gentle as a lamb.

We know, also, the Lord’s courage in the presence of His enemies. Confidence in God’s faithfulness
enabled Him to be brave even under trying conditions, and surrounded by conditions which threatened the
loss of His life. He knew the Heavenly Father would not permit anything to come upon His Son which
would not be overruled for good, so faith in God enabled Him to face the future with courage and
confidence and peace of heart.

So may we consider our Lord’s courage in the doing of God’s will, and try to cultivate this same quality.
“Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and He shall strengthen thine heart.” “They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.”

There is a kind of courage which is begotten of self-esteem, lack of humility. But this is not the kind
enjoined upon the Lord’s people. They are to be both tender-hearted and humble-minded, yet courageous.
The spirit of courage possessed by the saints is based largely upon their faith in the Lord. Realising the
divine love and providential care, these can apply to themselves the gracious assurance that the Father
Himself loveth them, and that all things shall work together for good to them that love God, to the called
ones according to His purpose. It is this realisation of Divine all-wisdom and all-power that gives the
strength of heart referred to in our text. It will be readily seen, then, that this courage is based upon faith,
though of course the faith must have a foundation of knowledge. The proper relationship of our growth is
primarily knowledge, faith, courage, activity, and all these continue to grow, and in their maturity will
make us wise, faithful, courageous overcomers, in respect of the spiritual matters to which we have been
called.

Sometimes we realise our deficiencies and are not able to locate the cause. Someone says: | want to be an
overcomer, to gain the victory over the spirit of the world, over the tendencies of my own fallen flesh and
over the whiles of the Adversary, but somehow | fail. Such should leam to look for the source of failure,
and fortify himself in respect of the same. Let him first ask: Is my failure to overcome due to a lack of
courage? Am | fearful, and so unable to fight the good fight of faith and gain the victory? If he has the
courage, he may find he has not been sufficiently trusting the Lord, but running too much in his own
strength. Such should remember the Apostle’s words, “When | am weak, then | am strong.” When | am
strong in self-assurance | am weak, because the Lord wishes me to rely not upon my own, but upon His
strength and grace. If the courage be found sufficient, the reason evidently is that the faith is lacking. It
may be a lack of knowledge on which to build faith, or a lack of exercise and development of faith. The
knowledge is to be sought from the right quarter, in harmony with the Lord and His Word, and the faith
exercised continuously, recognising the Lord’s interest in us as His children, noticing the leadings of
Divine providence in our lives. The Apostle John says, “Perfect love casteth out fear.” There is a proper
fear or reverence. Perfect love will not cast out this fear, but rather intensify it. The fear which love casts



out is timidity, a servile fear or dread of the Lord, or Satan, or fallen angels, or men. Perfect love cannot
do without knowledge, faith, courage, overcoming.

The spirit of courage needs cultivation by the Lord’s people, and this means growth in grace. If calamity
befall or threaten us, we should immediately think of the fact that our Lord assures us that even a sparrow
cannot fall to the ground without our Father’s knowledge, and we are of much more value than many
sparrows. This thought at once strengthens the heart, nerves the arm, provided no earthborn cloud
intervenes between our souls and the love He has for us. If a cloud does obscure the Father’s love, we
must the more persistently get from behind it, by getting our hearts right with God, going to Him with
earnest prayer, confessing our transgressions and requesting grace to restore us. “Be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen thine heart.” Surely this is one of the blessings assured us in the Word of God. In the
Divine Word, courage is necessary in order to gain strength and victory. Someone has said, “One with
God is the majority.” “If God be for us, who can be against us?” With the courage to grasp this thought,
and hold it, things almost superhuman seem possible to the Lord’s people, while without this courage
they may naturally be weak and easily offended.

Never before, perhaps, was courage so needed as it will be in the evil day now upon us. But the prophet’s
descriptions of the great troublesome time before us are very figurative when they speak of fire and
clouds and pillars of smoke. But the consecrated children of God need have no timidity in respect of these
matters if they have proper courage developed by the proper means, and have faith founded upon the
knowledge of Divine revelation. Therefore, whether storms and fightings eventuate, whether religious or
political or of whatever kind. the child of God rests secure. “Be of good courage.”

The Scriptures abound with testimonies to the fact that the severe trials of the near future will be along the
lines of deception. Surely we have that around us, even at the present time. The Lord will send strong
delusion upon the world, that men may believe a lie. These deceptions are to affect the whole world,
including its wise men, and practically everyone except the “very elect,” who will be preserved, not
through their own wisdom, but supported through the power of God. There shall arise false prophets, and
great wonders shall be shown, so as to deceive the “very elect” if possible.

Our Lord in His parable of the wheat and tares tells of the harvest work, and how at the right time He
would gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. It is by this
gathering that they will be protected, when others will be deceived. They are not to be gathered
physically, but spiritually; their minds, hearts, affections, are to be gathered together, centered. Our Lord
is the great centre to which His elect must all be gathered if they would have His rest and peace, if they
would overcome the world, the flesh and the peculiar snares of the Adversary which will be allowed to
come on all, and more or less entrap all except the elect class. So the Psalmist says, “Gather my saints
together unto me.” “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge, in Him will | trust.” “He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”

No wonder, then, that no harm shall come nigh them. How could harm come to anyone living close to the
Lord, dwelling in the secret place by full consecration? “He shall cover them with His feathers, and under
His wings shall they trust.” We feel His warmth, and have His pinions to protect us against danger. We
have the comfort of His love and strong protection against any possible harm that could come to us. “A
thousand shall fall at thy side, ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee . . . Because
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall
thee.” This nearness to God to which the very elect will be gathered will be the source of their protection.



“Then let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry;
We’re travelling through Immanuel’s land
To fairer prospects nigh.”
(To be continued.)
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The Institute’s Work.

THE Berean Bible Institute has covered another “ year’s work at the end of April and the opportunity is
taken again to present a review of the efforts of our dear friends in this service of the Lord, which has
been carried out so gladly by many who have received so much blessing themselves from the truths of
God’s Word. In so doing, our hearts are lifted up in praise and thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father tor all
His favours and blessings upon the work in His name.

By means of our monthly “Peoples Paper and Herald of Christ’s Kingdom,” now in its 33rd year of
publication, regular contact is made with our brethren and friends in various lands throughout the world,
and many continue to appreciate the message contained in the columns of the “Paper” from Month to
month; especially, of course, those who are fully acquainted with the message of “present truth” and are
walking in the consecrated way, in the steps & Christ, by the Lord’s grace.

-” The assistance given by our brethren in the pages of -Peoples Paper” is greatly appreciated, and should
other friends be able to supply articles of a sound and helpful nature, they are also invited to forward them
along.

It will be observed by the balance sheet of the General Tract Fund that a deficiency is supplied to cover
the production of the “Peoples Paper.” Higher costs of all printing makes especially welcome any extra
subscriptions to our periodical, and it is a good help when our friends introduce the “Paper” to others, and
suggest that the subscription of 4/6 is not a great outlay for a year’s supply of helpful articles on the truths
of God’s Word reaching them once a month. Extra copies of the “P. Paper” are freely supplied to all who
can use them for distribution where good may be done. Considerable numbers of our monthly paper are
also supplied free to all who enquire for literature as a result of the various forms of witness work.

Supplies of books and booklets have been despatched throughout this land and overseas during the past
year. Special attention has been paid to the booklets “Plan of God—in Brief,” “The Manner of Christ’s
Return and Appearing,” and “Our Lord’s Great Prophecy.” Also the study “The Divine Plan of the Ages”
and kindred volumes are going out with good results, as well as the numerous smaller publications. A
new edition of “Poems of Dawn” and “The Ten Camels” were produced during the twelve months, and it
is hoped to provide new supplies of other helpful books in the months ahead, notification of which will
appear in the “Peoples Paper.”

Both tracts and Kingdom Cards are a good means of witnessing to the message of the Kingdom in a
general way, and supplies are available for all who can place them to advantage. This applies particularly
where there is no radio witness, as does also the use of coupon advertisements for literature in suitable
newspapers. The Consolation Cards are being used to good advantage amongst the bereaved; various
Classes and friends send these through the post from lists of names and addresses found in the
newspapers. This is undoubtedly a very good work on behalf of those in sorrow with the loss of loved
ones. These Consolation Cards, as well as the Kingdom Cards and tracts, are supplied free to all by the
General Tract Fund.

The public witness by “preaching the Word” has not been neglected, as a number of public lectures have
been given, and which seem to be appreciated by some new friends as well as by the brethren. The glad
story of the Plan of Salvation surely rejoices our own hearts, as well as finding those who may be seeking
the Lord, if haply they may find Him and enter into the “so great salvation” still being offered in this
harvest time of the Gospel Age.



The General Tract Fund Account reveals the very good financial assistance, voluntarily given by our dear
friends from near and far, to the general work in hand, in the service of the Lord. The sacrifices of
present-day good things enables the work to continue, by the Lord’s providence, and we trust that all
using their talents in this way, as in all other ways, may realise God’s blessing compensating even now, as
only He is able to do. All expenses have been covered, and the credit balance of £ 29 is carried over to
commence another year.

The Reserve Fund, made up of two main contributions which are also much appreciated, as unto the Lord,
is self explanatory. The credit of £ 111 19/3 in this fund will be available for use in the service of the truth
cause, as seems good in the sight of the Lord.

In viewing the days ahead, it is with full confidence and trust in the Lord, knowing that He is in complete
control of His harvest work, and that every feature of the Home-gathering is being accomplished on time.
There is still much to be done in the harvest field by willing workers, and all such should esteem it their
greatest privilege to be associated with the Lord of the harvest in these last days, on behalf of fellow
members, and at the same time making their own calling and election sure, by the grace and strength from
above. Would all our dear brethren join in prayer that the Lord’s guidance and blessing may be upon the
harvest work, that His good will may be done, even the harvest-home accomplished, to His glory. “Now

good word and work.”
General Tract Fund.

To Credit Balance, 1/5/°49 . . £746

,» Donations .. . 48619 1
£49437

By Free Tracts and Deficiency “Peoples Paper” . £ 101 4 7

,» Hall Rents, Advertising, etc................. 2851

,» General Expenses (Office, etc.) ....... 35110

our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, who hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting
consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every
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