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In Remembrance of Christ. 

NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh which is called the Passover.” Such is the sacred narrative announcing the last 
Passover Supper of which our Lord partook. Once more we have the Passover with us. It is in some respects the most hallowed 
occasion of the year, observed by disciples of Christ as a Memorial and celebration of their Master’s sacrificial death, and of 
their participation with Him in that death in hope of the glory to follow. 

Amongst the Jews the term “passover” was frequently applied as the name of a festival week, otherwise called the Feast of 
Passover, beginning on the 15th day of Nisan. But we should not confound this with the frequent references to the Passover 
found in the Scriptures when the word “feast” is not used, which generally refers to the lamb that was killed, the Passover. For 
example we read, “Then came the day of unleavened bread when the Passover must be killed.” Again Jesus sent disciples to 
inquire of a friend, “Where is the guest chamber where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” We read again, “And they 
made ready the Passover.” 

From experience we gather that it is much more impressive and inspiring to celebrate an important matter on its anniversary—to 
recall the deeds and words and looks, and place ourselves with the chief actors of that greatest of all dramas which nineteen 
centuries ago ended at Calvary. It is always an inspiration to the devout follower of the Lord to bring before his vision the 
general picture of that first solemn Supper instituted by the Saviour. 

Apparently it was just when the regular Jewish Passover Supper was ended that our Lord instituted the Memorial as it is 
recorded—”When the hour was come they sat down to eat the Passover.” And Jesus said unto the disciples, “With desire I have 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; .For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in 
the Kingdom of God.” Doubtless He longed to have them understand how itwould begin to be fulfilled a little later on in that 
very day by the slaying of the real lamb. 

Probably one reason why He specially desired to eat this Passover with them was that He there designed breaking the truth of its 
significance to them, to the extent that they could receive it; for, “As they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, 
and gave to them, and said, Take eat: this is My body.” “This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of 
Me.” “And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Drink ye all of it; This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you.” We cannot doubt that the design of the Master was to call their minds from the typical lamb to Himself, the 
Antitype, and to show them that it would be no longer proper to observe a feature of the Law which He was about to fulfil. And 
the bread and wine were to be to them, thereafter, elements which, as a remembrancer of Him, would take the place of the 
typical lamb. Thus considered there is force in the words, 

“This do in remembrance of Me”—no longer kill a literal lamb in remembrance of a typical deliverance, but instead, use the 
bread and wine, representative of My flesh and life, the basis of the real deliverance, the real passing over. Hence, let as many as 
receive Me and My words henceforth—”Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Taking our Lord’s words in their simple obvious sense, how beautiful is their lesson. Unleavened (pure) bread henceforth would 
at this Memorial represent our Lord, the Bread from heaven, of which we may eat and have everlasting life. But this “bread” 
must be “broken” in order to be appropriated. And so we see that it was necessary not only for our Lord to come from heaven as 
the “Bread,” but necessary also that He be broken in death—sacrificed for our sins—ere we could appropriate His merit and 
enjoy everlasting life. 

The “fruit of the vine” was also introduced as an important part of .this Memorial of our Lord’s loving sacrifice. He explained 
that it represented His blood—”The blood of the New Covenant, shed for many for the remission of sins.” What a reminder this 
is of the ransom-price necessary and secured on behalf of the sins of the world. The broken bread taught a part of the lesson, the 
“cup” taught the remainder of it. 

The Lord’s disciples must, by faith, partake of, appropriate,- both the “bread” and the “cup,” or they cannot be one with Him. 
More than this: the Apostle shows that there is another subsequent view of this Memorial. We who thus eat and drink —who 
thus partake of our Saviour’s merits—are reckoned in with Him as His “members,” as His “Body,” being broken and our lives 
sacrificed in His service, under His direction are counted as a part of His sacrifice. The Apostle’s words are: “The cup of 

 



blessing which we bless, is it not the communion common union) of the blood of Christ? The loaf which we break, is it not the 
common union of the Body of Christ? For we, being many, are one loaf, and one Body, because we are all partakers of that one 
loaf (Christ) .” 
 
The drinking of the Lord’s Cup by the Church represents our participation in the sufferings of Christ in the present time. None 
shall be a member of the Body of the great Mediator of the New Covenant unless he comes in now under the proper terms. The 
drinking of the blood, then, is the sharing of the Cup. For if we drink not of His Cup, neither shall we share with Him in His 
glory. He said, “Drink ye all of it.” All must drink, and the entire Cup must be drained during this Age. 
 
It is a very great privilege that we are permitted to have a share in the sufferings of Christ. We see that our beloved Lord drank 
of the bitter Cup to its dregs, and did so thankfully. And we are to remember that He gave the Cup to us, that we shall all drink 
of it. “If we suffer (with Him) , we shall also reign with Him.” We shall participate in the inauguration of the New Dispensation, 
and in dispensing its blessings. 
 
On the occasion of the institution of the Memorial of His death, the Master said, “But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth 
of the fruit of the vine until that Day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s Kingdom.” Our Lord was here contrasting the 
two great Days already referred to the Day of Suffering and the Day of glory. This Gospel Age has been the Day of suffering; 
the Millenial Age will be the day of glory, and is especially spoken of as “the Day of Christ.” 
 
The fruit of the vine, the literal cup, represents two thoughts. The cup of wine is produced at the cost of the life of the grape. The 
grape loses its own individuality. The juice is pressed out, and thus the fruit of the vine is made ready for use. “Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it.” We are to lay down our lives in the Divine service. We are to submit ourselves to the crushing 
experiences, to be obliterated as humans and to become new creatures. So we joyfully accept the invitation to drink of His Cup. 
The cup of wine—the juice of the grape—represents, however, not only the crushing of the grape, but also the exhilaration that 
comes as the result. So in our drinking of this literal cup. To us it symbolises our Saviour’s sufferings and death, and our own 
participation with Him in these sufferings. But wine also represents joy, gladness, and is thus used in the Scriptures. So, in the 
sense in which the Lord used the words, “fruit of the vine,” in the text just quoted, it represents the joys of the Kingdom. - 
 
After the institution of the Memorial Jesus went out into the Mount of Olives in company with the eleven. It is believed that the 
passage was made at midnight across the Kedron and up the slopes of Olivet into the garden of Gethsemane. It seems that the 
Saviour realised that He was entering this place for the purpose of fighting a great battle that was to win for Him the victory of 
Calvary; for out of this agony Jesus stepped calm and strong for the final hour, and herein is a great lesson for His followers: 
We must win our battles before we come to them, in secret prayer and gathered strength. 
 
We observe that the Master realised that His hour of betrayal and fierce temptation was close at hand; He first comforted, 
counselled, and prayed for and with His disciples, and then His next strong impulse was to seek a solitary place for prayer and 
communion with God that He might find grace to help in this time of sore need. He wanted to see full and clear the light of His 
Father’s face before He stepped into the final darkness. He sought to fall into perfect submission to the will of God and feel the 
assuring, sustaining power of His omnipotence; He knew full well that He could then bear the cross. And, dear friends, have not 
all true followers off Christ realised that prayer is the highest preparation for every duty and burden? It quiets the soul and clears 
the vision so that the path of truth and duty can be seen. In entering any Gethsemane let us enter through the gate of prayer, and 
then we can endure the agony and may be able to come out calm and strong. 
 
Leaving all but Peter, James and John at the entrance of the Garden, as a sort of outer guard against the sudden intrusion of His 
betrayer upon His last hour of prayer, He advanced with the three —the three in whose ardent natures He seemed to find the 
most active and consoling sympathy—and with an earnest appeal to them to watch and pray, He left them and went about a 
stone’s throw beyond. 
 
All realise that sympathy has a wonderful power to lighten burdens. Solitary suffering is doubly hard to bear. It gives us a sense 
of unsupported and forsaken loneliness that kills all courage and fills us with despair. The presence of a friend rallies our 
energies and inspires us with new life. We may reasonably suppose that it was the simple presence of these chosen disciples that 
Jesus wanted, not their talk. There was nothing they could say to Him that would help Him; but their watchful waiting hear by 
would help Him. The best sympathy is not that which is most talkative and fussy. The silent presence, the sympathetic tear, the 
thoughtful, helpful act, these go deeper. There are chambers of sorrow in which voluble speech is an impertinence and silence is 
soothing to the soul. 
 
Under the tress of Olivet, the Master had a good chance to think over the sequence of events that were to culminate on Calvary. 
The grass was cool and sweet to Him; the air was balmy and mild. The heavens of that night with all their gleaming brilliance 
betokened the love-light of His Heavenly Father which seemed as though it were bestowing a silent blessing upon His head. It 
was a time when lovers walk about in the joy of youth; but He, the greatest lover of all time—the lover of God and 
righteousness and truth walked alone, for the disciples had been left behind. And there, in that mighty temple of nature, Jesus 
had the final conflict of His earthly career. Knowing what was coming, He prayed, “0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from He: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” (Matt. 26:39, 42.) 
 
How much depended upon the Lord’s fortitude in that awful hour, awaiting the certain arrival of His betrayer and 
 
His persecutors maddened with hate and full of the energy of Satan. Oh, how the destinies of the world and of Himself seemed 
to tremble in the balances! Even the perfect human nature was not equal to such an emergency without Divine aid, therefore it 
was that He offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him who was able to save Him from 
death,—by a resurrection. The necessary comfort was provided, as foretold by the prophet Isaiah, “Behold My servant whom I 
uphold, Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth . . . . I, the Lord, have called Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thine band, 
and will keep Thee (from falling or failure) and give Thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles . . . . He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged.” 
 
Then, though the cup might not pass from Him, His prayer was heard and a special ministry from God strengthened Him. Just 



how, we know not, but probably by refreshing His mind with the precious promises and prophetic pictures of the coming glory, 
which none of His disciples had sufficiently comprehended to thus comfort Him in this hour when the gloom of thick darkness 
settled down upon His soul. It was Jehovah’s hand upholding Him, according to His promise, that He might not fail nor be 
discouraged. 
 
The result of that blessed ministry was a reinforced courage which commands the deepest admiration. With His eye of faith 
upon the glorious victory of truth and righteousness, when He should see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied—satisfied 
with the eternal joy and blessedness of a redeemed world, with the welcome and wealth of the Father’s blessing, and the love 
and gratitude of every loyal creature in heaven and in earth—yes, comforted and encouraged thus with a realising sense of the 
rewards of faith and faithful endurance to the end, He could now calmly and even courageously go forth to meet the foe. Yes, 
this was the victory by which He overcame, even His faith, and so we also are to overcome. 
 
He had passed beyond the need of His disciples’ help. His victory was won. The cross was already as good as behind Him. With 
calm courage that feared no evil, with masterful faith that scattered the darkness of Calvary, He said, “Rise up, let us go; lo, he 
that betrayeth Me is at hand.” Mark His calm, dignified fortitude, as He addresses Judas and the Roman soldiers, and its effect 
upon them. They were so overpowered with the grandeur and nobility of this wonderful man that they could not have taken Him 
had He not voluntarily placed Himself in their hand. Notice, too, His kind consideration for the bewildered and weary disciples, 
and His loving excuse for them, “The spirit. truly is willing, but the flesh is weak,” and His request to the Roman soldiers at the 
time of His arrest that they might be permitted to go their way, that so they might escape sharing in His persecutions. So through 
all the trial and mocking, and finally the crucifixion, His courage and solicitude for the welfare of others never failed. 
 
Let the curtain go down on Calvary, on the darkness of the reeling crosses, on the death of God’s beloved Son, the great 
antitypical passover Lamb. Let it go down on the weeping women, on the disciples, on the Roman soldiers and on the cruel 
Pharisees and scribes. Then let it rise on the glorious morning of His resurrection, when a mighty angel had rolled away the 
stone from the tomb, and said to those who came to embalm the body, “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but is risen.” 
 
How the Christian feeds on these events—the death and resurrection of Jesus! They are the very essence of life and power at the 
present time, just as they have been for nearly two thousand years. The feast that God has provided through His Son is to be 
eaten with unleavened bread — the bread of pure truth—and with bitter herbs of persecution. This feast has continued 
throughout the Gospel Age. 
 
“A broken loaf—a cup of crimson wine, 
On snowy table laid, 
 
Ah! emblems these of wondrous sacrifice— 
The costly price He paid! 
 
That precious body, broken once for me, 
That precious blood once spilt 
 
For me, that I through Him might be made fret; 
Aye, free—from death and guilt ! 
 
And has this broken loaf, this crimson wine, 
A further meaning still? 
 
Ah yes, through grace I am a part of Him, 
His sufferings to fulfil. 
 
My body to be broken with my Lord, 
My blood with Him be shed, 
 
And as I die with Him, with Him I live, 
My ever glorious Head. 
 
“Let a man examine himself’ says the Apostle; let him see to it that in partaking of the emblems he realises them as the ransom-
price of his life and privileges; and further more that he by partaking of them is pledging himself to share in the sufferings of 
Christ and to be broken for others. Through lack of proper appreciation of this Memorial, which symbolises not only our 
justification, but also our consecration to share in the sufferings and death of Christ, the Apostle says, “Many are weak and 
sickly among you and many sleep.” The truth of this remark is evident; a failure to appreciate and a losing sight of the truths 
represented in this Supper, are the cause of the weak, sickly, and sleepy condition of many in the Church. Nothing so fully 
awakens and strengthens the saints as a clear appreciation of the atoning work of our Lord and their share with Him in His 
sufferings and sacrifice on behalf of humanity. “Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup.” These words are not to be taken in the sense of a discouragement by any sincere follower of the Master, but rather in the 
sense of impressing the solemnity and depth of meaning that should always be associated with the partaking of the emblems. 
Far from discouraging any who desire to walk in the Master’s footsteps His own words are sufficient—”Come unto Me. . . . 
Take My yoke upon you, for My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Let us never forget that unless we partake of His Cup, unless we are immersed into death with Him, we can have no share in His 
kingdom of glory; we can never sit with Him in His throne. Let us, then, count all the things of this earth as loss and dross that 
we may attain this Pearl of Great Price. As the experiences of our consecrated way come to us, let us not be afraid, nor “think it 
strange concerning the fiery trials that shall try us” for even “hereunto were we called,” to suffer for our beloved Master now, 
and by and by be glorified together with Him in the Kingdom eternal! 
 



Let us also at this time take warning as well as encouragement, not only from our dear Lord’s life of sacrifice, but also from the 
lives of the Apostles who were with Him for the greater part of His earthly sojourn. We might particularly think of three; in the 
first place how sad is the case of Judas; we all know the terrible result of the secret, selfish desire of the natural heart which 
allowed Satan to fully enter, as exhibited finally in the betrayal of his Master for thirty pieces of silver, and that with a kiss. We 
may be sure that the details of Judas’ act in this way, being recorded by the four Evangelists, is so arranged as a lasting lesson 
for all the Lord’s people. Oh, how we each need to keep our hearts with great diligence, to preserve our first love for the Lord, 
for if our hearts are right and we make mistakes, which we are all prone to do, we shall soon be restored to the Lord’s favour 
and find grace and strength to be on guard against any weaknesses in the future. Such was the case with Peter; his heart was 
right, and after the acknowledgment of his denial of His Master and receiving the necessary admonitions, we find that he was 
recovered and reestablished in the Lord’s favour and confidence. The recording of Peter’s denials and subsequent forgiveness of 
the Lord has undoubtedly been a very great help to many Christians who have been overtaken in a fault, and then sought the 
Lord’s forgiveness with the result that, as with Peter, they have realised much strengthening of character, with greater deter-
mination to serve the Lord faithfully in all the days ahead. 
 
Then we think of loving John, the one with whom the Lord seemed to have most fellowship of the twelve; he was ever 
alongside his Master, even to following Him to the judgment hall, and also to Calvary’s hill, and where from the cross his Lord 
commended the caring of His earthly mother to his charge. Oh, that we might be more like loving John, tender-hearted, 
affectionate, and fully devoted to our Lord, willing, yes, cheerfully rendering our all so fully so completely to Him, to whom we 
belong, since we have covenanted to follow in His steps, and then willing to be used in the interests of His people and cause as 
He may direct. 
 
“Let us keep the feast,” then, in both senses, (1) Appropriating and feasting on the great work done for us by our Redeemer and 
the riches of grace granted us through Him and (2) Appreciating our privilege of joint-sacrifice with our Redeemer—laying 
down our lives in His service, for the brethren, and thus “filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.” Left behind, 
not because our Lord could not suffer enough for all, nor because His sufferings were not sufficient for all, but because He 
wished to have us with Him to share His nature and His glory, and only by suffering with Him and as His members could we be 
allowed to share His glory, honour and •immortality. 
 
The hour is late—the end is drawing nigh  
As we gather here, 
 
Brethren beloved, to share this holy feast, 
We know the time is near 
 
When all His loved ones shall be gathered home, 
Our tears all wiped away, 
 
And all the shadows that oppress us here  
Shall yield to perfect day. 
 
Then with rejoicing let us now partake ; 
Our journey’s almost o’er; 
 
The light is breaking o’er the heav’nly hills! 
Our King is at the door. 
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Memorial Services. 
 
The anniversary of the institution of the Memorial of Christ’s death falls this year on Thursday evening, 3rd April, after 
sundown, and wherever possible the Lord’s people will gather together and keep the observance “in remembrance of Christ.” 
The spirit of the Memorial is of course the most important thing and friends who may be isolated or otherwise hindered from 
joining others on 3rd April could well arrange another date. Brethren isolated altogether should also keep the Memorial as our 
Lord directed; He will no doubt add His blessing to the ones or twos as well as to the larger gatherings of His people. 
 
The following services have been arranged to which all sincere believers in the ransom sacrifice of Christ will be welcome. 
 
Melbourne.—Thursday, 3rd April, at 8 p.m., at 19 Ermington Place, Kew, E.4. 
 
Geelong, Vic.—Thursday, 3rd April, at 8 p.m., at Sons of Temperance Hall, Ryrie Street. 
 
Adelaide.—Thursday, 3rd April, at 7.45 p.m., at Willard Hall, Wakefield Street. 
 
Sydney.—Thursday, 3rd April, at 7 p.m., at Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool Street (near George Street). (Fellowship also 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 
 



Easter Conventions. 
 
Adelaide.—The usual Convention is being held again this year by the brethren in Adelaide, and they extend a hearty invitation 
to all friends able to gather with them for the four days, Good Friday, 4th April to Easter Monday, 7th April. The meetings are 
to be held in Druid’s Hall, Flinders Street, Adelaide, and further information is procurable from the Class secretary—Mrs. H. 
Bartel, 10 Winston Avenue, Clarence Gardens, Adelaide, South Australia. 
 
Sydney.—A three-day Convention is being arranged by the Sydney brethren from Good Friday to Easter Sunday, to be held at 
Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool Street, Sydney. All friends able to attend these gatherings will be gladly welcomed, and 
additional information may be obtained from Mr. E. Beckmann, 1 Samuel Street, Lidcombe, Sydney. 
 
 
 

Pilgrim Way Ended. 
 
Word is to hand recently advising that Brother G. Nairn of Christchurch, New Zealand, passed under the veil on 14th March. It 
has been a great pleasure to hear from Brother Nairn for many years and his last letter received in February, when he had not 
been well for some months, revealed the same deep love for the Lord and zeal for His truth as was always manifest. 
 
The following from one of our brethren who knew Brother Nairn personally will be appreciated by the friends. — For well over 
thirty years we have been in contact, passing through various testings and trials and in every case have been able to stand 
together for what we believed to be truth and right. Brother Nairn was one whose faith was based not upon human theory or 
teachings of men, but upon the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture, though he appreciated the writings and works providing the 
present truth to the household of faith. 
 
Brother was “an example to believers” and a great help and encouragement to the friends in New Zealand. For some years he 
was able to visit the classes and isolated brethren throughout New Zealand. It was good to converse with him, for he was a 
developed Christian; he seemed to have the correct poise in the development of grace and knowledge, ever realising that the 
chief aim of a Christian’s life is to become like Christ in heart and mind, disposition and character. 
 
To have fellowship with Brother Nairn was always to be encouraged in faith and so to meet the trials on the road. 
 
He came from Scotland about thirty-five years ago and is not forgotten by the friends there. Since ill-health and age prevented 
his visiting the friends in New Zealand he has been a source of strength to them by way of correspondence, and his good letters 
will be greatly missed by many there and here. 
 
While “we do not sorrow as do others” and rejoice to think of him as an overcomer entering upon his reward, being “changed in 
a moment,” “caught away to be with the Lord,” (1 Thes. 4:13-18), yet we extend our sincere sympathy to his three daughters 
and son in their bereavement. To those who knew him as a Brother in Christ his life is an incentive to follow him even as he 
followed Christ,—Praise ye the Lord. 
 
 
 

Hebrews 13:5 
 
When from my life the old-time joys have vanished, 
Treasures once mine I may no longer claim; 
This truth may feed my hungry heart so famished, 
Lord Thou remainest, Thou art still the same. 
 
When streams have dried (those streams of glad refreshing) , 
Friendships so blest, so rich, so free ; 
When sun-kissed skies give place to clouds depressing, 
Lord, Thou remainest, still my heart hath Thee. 
 
When strength hath failed and feet now worn and weary, 
On gladsome errands may no longer go; 
Why should I sigh or let the days be dreary, 
Lord, Thou remainest, couldst Thou more bestow. 
 
Then through life’s days, whoe’er or what may fail me, 
Loves, friendships, joys, in small or great degree; 
Songs may be mine, no sadness need assail me, 
Lord, Thou remainest, still my heart bath Thee. 
 

  



The Kingdoms of this World. 
 
IN the first chapter of the Divine Revelation, God declares His purpose concerning His earthly creation and its government: 
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God created He him: male and female created He them. And God blessed them. 
And God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
 
Thus the dominion of earth was placed in the hands of the human race as represented in the first man Adam, who was perfect, 
and therefore fully qualified to be the lord, ruler or king of earth. This commission to multiply, and fill, and subdue, and have 
dominion over the earth was not to Adam alone, but to all mankind: “Let them have dominion,” etc. Had the human race 
remained perfect and sinless, this *dominion would never have passed out of its hands. 
 
It will be noticed that in this commission no man is given dominion or authority over fellowmen, but the whole race is given 
dominion over the earth, to cultivate and to make use of its products for the common good. Not only its vegetable and mineral 
wealth is thus placed at man’s command, but also all its varieties of animal life are at his disposal and for his service. Had the 
race remained perfect and carried out this original design of the Creator, as it grew in numbers it would have been necessary for 
men to consult together, and to systematize their efforts, and to devise ways and means for the just and wise distribution of the 
common blessings. And as, in the course of time, it would have been impossible, because of their vast numbers, to meet and 
consult together, it would have been necessary for various classes of men to elect certain of their number to represent them, to 
voice their common sentiments, and to act for them. And if all men were perfect, mentally, physically, and morally; if every 
man loved God and His regulations supremely, and his neighbour as himself, there would have been no friction in such an 
arrangement. 
 
Thus seen, the original design of the Creator for earth’s government was a Republic in form, a government in which each 
individual would share; in which every man would be a sovereign, amply qualified in every particular to exercise the duties of 
his office for both his own and the general good. 
 
This dominion of earth conferred upon man had but one contingency upon which its everlasting continuance depended; and that 
was that this divinely-conferred rulership be always exercised in harmony with the Supreme Ruler of the universe, whose one 
law, briefly stated, is Love. “Love is the fulfilling of the law.” “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind; . . . and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”—Rom. 13:10; Matt. 22:37-40. 
 
Concerning this great favour conferred upon man, David, praising God, says: “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; 
Thou crownest him with glory and honour; Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands.” (Psa. 8:5, 6.) This 
dominion given to mankind in the person of Adam was the first establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. Man thus 
exercised dominion as God’s representative. But man’s disobedience to the Supreme Ruler forfeited not only his life, but also 
all his rights and privileges as God’s representative ruler of earth. He was thenceforth a rebel, dethroned and condemned to 
death. Then speedily the kingdom of God on earth ceased, and has not since been established, except for a short time, in a 
typical manner, in Israel. Although’ in Eden man lost his right to life and dominion, neither was taken from him suddenly; and 
while the condemned life lasts man is permitted to exercise the dominion of earth. according to his own ideas and ability, until 
God’s, due time for him whose right it is to take the. dominion which He purchased. 
 
Our Lord’s death redeemed or purchased not only man, but also all his original inheritance,, including the dominion of earth. 
Having purchased it, the title is now in Him: He is now they rightful heir, and in due time, and shortly, He will take possession 
of His purchase. (Eph. 1:14.) But as He bought man not for the sake of holding him as His slave, but that He might restore him 
to his former estate, so with the dominion of earth: He purchased it and all of man’s original blessings for the purpose of 
restoring them when man is again made capable of exercising them in harmony with the will of God. Hence the reign of 
Messiah on earth will not be everlasting. It will continue only until, by His strong iron rule, He will have put down all rebellion 
and insubordination, and restored the fallen race to the original perfection, when they will be fully capable of rightly exercising 
the dominion of earth as originally designed. When thus restored, it will again be the Kingdom of God on earth, under man, 
God’s appointed representative. 
 
The kingdom of Israel is the only one, since the fall, which God ever recognized as in any way representing His government, 
laws, etc. There had been many nations before theirs, but no other could rightfully claim God as its founder, or that its rulers 
were God’s representatives. When the diadem was taken from Zedekiah and the kingdom of Israel was overturned, it was 
decreed that it should remain overturned until Christ, the rightful heir of the world, should come to claim it. Thus, inferentially, 
all other kingdoms in power until the re-establishment of God’s kingdom are branded -kingdoms of this world,” under the -
prince of this world”; and hence any claims put forth by any of them to being kingdoms of God are spurious. Nor was this, 
Kingdom of God “SET UP” at the first advent of Christ. (Luke 19:12.) Then and since then God has been selecting from the 
world those who shall be accounted worthy to reign with Christ as joint-heirs of that throne. Not until His second advent will 
Christ take the kingdom, the power and the glory, and reign Lord of all. 
 
All other kingdoms than that of Israel are Scripturally called heathen or Gentile kingdoms—”the kingdoms of this world,” under 
the “prince of this world”—Satan. The removal of God’s kingdom in the days of Zedekiah left the world without any 
government of which God could approve, or whose laws or affairs He specially supervised. The Gentile governments God 
recognized indirectly, in that He publicly declares His decree (Luke 21:24) that during the interregnum the control of Jerusalem 
and the world should be exercised by Gentile governments. 
 
This interregnum, or intervening period of time between the removal of God’s sceptre and government and the restoration of the 
same in greater power and glory in Christ, is Scripturally termed “The Times of the Gentiles.” And these “times” or years, 
during which the “kingdoms of this world” are permitted to rule, are fixed and limited, and the time for the re-establishment of 



God’s Kingdom under Messiah is equally fixed and marked in Scripture. 
 
Even as these Gentile governments have been, they were permitted or “ordained of God” for a wise purpose. (Rom. 13:1.) Their 
imperfection and misrule form a part of the general lesson on the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and prove the inability of fallen 
man to govern himself, even to his own satisfaction. God permits them, in the main, to carry out their own purposes as they may 
be able, overruling them only when they would interfere with His plans. He designs that eventually all shall work for good, and 
that finally even the “wrath of man shall praise Him.” The remainder, that would work no good, serve no purpose or teach no 
lesson, He restrains.—Psa. 76:10. 
 
Man’s inability to establish a perfect government is attributable to his own weaknesses in his fallen, depraved condition. These 
weaknesses, which of themselves would thwart human efforts to produce a perfect government, have also been taken advantage 
of by Satan, who first tempted man to disloyalty to the Supreme Ruler. Satan has continually taken advantage of man’s 
weaknesses, made good to appear evil, and evil to appear good; and he has misrepresented God’s character and plans and 
blinded men to the truth. Thus working in the hearts of the children of disobedience (Eph. 2:2) , he has led them captive at his 
will and made himself what our Lord and the apostles call him—the prince or ruler of this world. (John 14:30; 12:31.) He is not 
the prince of this world by right, but by usurpation; through fraud and deception and control of fallen men. It is because he is a 
usurper that he will be summarily deposed’ Had he a real title as prince of this world, he would not thus be dealt with. 
 
Thus it will be seen that the dominion of earth, as at present exercised, has both an invisible and a visible phase. The former is 
the spiritual, the latter the human phase—the visible earthly kingdoms measurably under the control of a spiritual prince, Satan. 
It was because Satan possessed such control that he could offer to make our Lord the supreme visible sovereign of the earth 
under His direction. (Matt. 4:9.) When the Times of the Gentiles expire, both phases of the present dominion will terminate: 
Satan will be bound and the kingdoms of this world will be overthrown. 
 
The fallen, blinded, groaning creation has for centuries plodded along its weary way, defeated at every step, even its best 
endeavours proving fruitless, yet ever hoping that the golden age dreamed of by its philosophers was at hand. It knows not that a 
still greater deliverance than that for which it hopes and groans is to come through the despised Nazarene and His followers, 
who as the Sons of God will shortly be manifested in kingdom power for its deliverance.—Rom. 8:22, 19. 
 
The world is fast coming to realize that the -kingdoms of this world” are not Christlike, and that their claim to be of Christ’s 
appointment is not unquestionable. Men are beginning to use their reasoning powers on this and similar questions; and they will 
act out their convictions so much more violently, as they come to realize that a deception has been practised upon them in the 
name of the God of Justice and the Prince of Peace. In fact, the tendency with many is to conclude that Christianity itself is an 
imposition without foundation, and that, leagued with civil rulers, its aim is merely to hold in check the liberties of the masses. 
 
O that men were wise, that they would apply their hearts to understand the work and plan of the Lord! Then would the present 
kingdoms melt down gradually—reform would swiftly follow reform, and liberty follow liberty, and justice and truth would 
prevail until righteousness would be established in the earth. But they will not do this, nor can they in their present fallen state; 
and so, armed with selfishness, each will strive for mastery, and the kingdoms of this world will pass away with a great time of 
trouble, such as was not since there was a nation. Of those who will be vainly trying to hold to a dominion which has passed 
away, when the dominion is given to Him whose right it is, the Lord speaks, urging that they are fighting against Him—a 
conflict in which they are sure to fail. He says: 
 
“Why do the nations tumultuously assemble, and the people meditate a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall He speak 
unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure [saying], I have anointed My king upon My holy hill of Zion. .. . 
Be wise now, therefore, 0 ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss [make friends with] the Son [God’s Anointed] lest He be angry, and ye perish in the way; for His wrath may soon be 
kindled. Blessed are all they that take refuge in Him.”—Psa. 2:1-6, 10-12. 
 

  



The Palace Beautiful. 
 
The Bible is like unto a magnificent palace constructed of precious oriental stone, comprising sixty-six stately chambers. Each 
one of these chambers is different from its fellows, and is perfect in its individual beauty, while together they form an edifice 
incomparably majestic, glorious and sublime. 
 
In the book of Genesis we enter the grand Vestibule, where we are immediately introduced to the records of the mighty work of 
God in creation. This Vestibule gives access to the Law Courts, passing through which we come to the Picture Gallery of the 
historical books. Here we find hung upon the walls, scenes of battles, heroic deeds, and portraits of valiant men of God. Beyond 
the Picture Gallery we find the Philosopher’s Chambers--the Book of Job—passing through here, we enter the Music Room—
the Book of Psalms—and here we linger, thrilled by the grandest harmonies that fall on human ears. Then we come to the 
Business Office—the Book of Proverbs—in the very centre of which stands the motto, “Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people.” Leaving the Business Office we pass into the Research Department—Ecclesiastes—and thence in 
to the Conservatory—the Song of Solomon— where the fragment aroma of choicest fruits and flowers:And the sweet singing of 
birds greet us. We then reach the Observatory where the Prophets with their powerful telescopes are looking for the appearing 
of the “Bright and Morning Star.” Crossing the courtyard, we come to the Audience Chamber of the King—the Gospels—where 
we find four life-like portraits of the King Himself, revealing the perfections of His infinite beauty. Next we enter the workroom 
of the holy spirit—The Acts of the Apostles—and beyond that the Correspondence Room—the Epistles— where we see Paul 
and Peter, James, John and Jude, busy at their tables under the personal direction of the spirit of truth. Finally, we enter the 
Throne Room—the Book of Revelation—where we are enraptured by the mighty volume of adoration and praise which is ever 
addressed to the enthroned King, and which fills the vast Chamber; while in the adjacent Galleries and Judgment Hall are 
portrayed solemn scenes of judgment and wondrous scenes of glory. 
 
—(Extract from “Morning Devotions” of 2UW, Sydney.) 
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