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The Life of Jesus. 
 
THE more we think of it the more marvellous it seems that the Gospel narratives record so many particulars of our dear 
Redeemer’s ministry — miracles, teachings, etc. — yet never once descend to the discussion of commonplace events, 
nor of our Lord’s sayings or doings other than those directly connected with His ministry. This is one of the strongest 
internal evidences that these books were written under divine supervision. Experience with the writings of men in all 
ages will assure all that it would be almost impossible for four men to write biographies of one person, such as these 
four Gospels are, without entering into social features and events. Our Lord’s mother is barely mentioned, and this only 
where her life touched particularly with that of Jesus. Her husband, Joseph, was probably dead at the time our Lord’s 
ministry began, yet no mention is made of this fact either. 
 
Respecting our Lord’s life, previous to His consecration at thirty years of age, we know scarcely anything. The four 
Gospels merely bring to our attention His miraculous birth, Herod’s, jealous fury, and the escape of the child before the 
massacre of the innocents, followed by the incident which occurred in His twelfth year, and the declaration that He 
increased in wisdom and stature and favour with God and man. How brief the record, yet how suggestive! It would 
have been no part of the Gospel to have explained the details of His life as a boy, as a young man, etc. It might, indeed, 
have satisfied the curiosity of some to have told us whether He was a farmer or a fisherman or a carpenter, matters 
about which people seem inclined to dispute. Undoubtedly the Lord’s way in this matter was the better one. Our minds 
are more drawn to the important features of the Lord’s work by reason of the brevity of the sketch given us of His 
earthly life and interest. 
 
The important thing for us to know is simply stated, namely that He was the beginning of the creation of God—the first 
born of every creature; that in His pre-existent condition He had glory with the Father before the world was, and was 
the Father’s instrument in the creation of angels, principalities and powers and men, everything that was made (John 1) 
. The necessary particulars are also given us respecting the transference of this great spirit being to earthly human 
conditions—that He might become man and redeem man, the world; that He might be born under the Law and thus 
redeem those who were under the Law, the Jews. Let us then thank God heartily for the simplicity of the narrative, and 
for the fact that no item necessary for our comfort and peace and joy has been omitted therefrom, and that no needless 
items pertaining merely to earthly things have been permitted to intrude themselves and thus to dim in any measure the 
glorious record of the great love wherewith the Father loved us and the great redemption effected thereby. 
 
We see that the boy Jesus, although miraculously begotten, not of the will of the flesh, nor of man, but by the holy 
spirit, was permitted to grow after the ordinary manner, gradually getting stronger physically and mentally, being filled 
more and more with wisdom, and giving evidence that God’s favour was upon Him. Quite probably Joseph; His foster 
father, was a carpenter, and if so, the boy Jesus unquestionably, like other boys, would have more or less association in 
the carpenter shop, its tools, etc. It has been wondered by some that our Lord never referred to carpenter tools or work 
in any of His teachings or parables, and this has been urged as an objection to the thought the He was reared in contact 
with such work and tools. It matters not so far as we can see. Our Lord addressed, not classes, but the masses; and quite 
probably the majority of the people at the time knew little about the carpenter’s trade, tools, etc., even less than in our 
day. Hence, it was not necessary or appropriate that our Lord should use as figures and parables that which would not 
be common to the experience of all or nearly all of His hearers. 
 
In Luke 2:41 Joseph is evidently referred to as one of His parents. This is not in conflict, however, with the previous 
statements of the same writer, to the effect that Jesus was begotten, not by Joseph, but by the holy spirit (Luke 1:30-35)  

 
 



We would consider it proper enough to-day that any child should speak of his foster father or stepfather as father 
without explaining the particulars of the relationship, and likewise it would be proper for the friends to speak of both 
father and mother as the parents of the child, as in this verse under consideration, and previous verses (verse 27). 
 
The narrative passes over the twelve years of Jesus’ earthly life to tell us of the incident of His tarrying behind after 
having been with His parents at the Passover Feast. The religious Jews from all parts of the country went to Jerusalem 
upon these feast occasions according to the direction of the Law, and naturally close relatives travelled in each other’s 
company. Thus it was that in the large concourse returning from Jerusalem after the feast a whole day elapsed before 
the boy Jesus was missed by those who properly had guardianship over Him. Although admonished by the angel 
Gabriel that Jesus would in due time be greatly honoured of God, and that He was born differently from others of the 
human family, nevertheless neither Mary nor Joseph seemed to have caught any considerable view of the greatness of 
the one whom they called their son Jesus. The prophecies spoken respecting Him, like all the prophecies of olden 
times, were more or less vague, and could not be comprehended except by the aid of the holy spirit, which had not yet 
been given. His mother, Mary, however, we are told, kept all these things pondering in her heart, wondering what 
would be the consummation—little dreaming, we may he sure, how great her son must ultimately be made, according 
to the divine arrangement. 
 
The story of the boy of twelve amongst the Doctors of the Law, discussing the various types of the Law, what these 
probably signified, and what would be expected to be their antitypes, furnish us a very interesting picture, especially 
when we remember that the one who was asking the questions was the one who ultimately would give correct answers 
to those questions in His own experiences. We are not to assume that this precocious boy of twelve was unduly bold or 
forward: we are not to presume that He undertook to teach the Doctors of the Law. He was not yet anointed to preach, 
and was, therefore, not yet qualified. The narrative is that He was found hearing the doctors and asking them questions, 
and not attempting to teach them. There is a good suggestion here—especially for such as are not permitted to teach, by 
reason of sex or insufficient years—namely, that even a child can ask questions, and in asking may suggest wonderful 
and powerful answers. 
 
We may reasonably assume that Jesus had previously, after the manner of the Jewish boys, attended the synagogue 
worship at His home, and that hearing there the Law and the prophets, the Scriptures of the Old Testament, read 
Sabbath after Sabbath, and having a perfect memory and an active mind, because not blemished by sin and the fall, the 
various questions of the Law and the various declarations of the prophets would greatly interest Him--especially as He 
realised that He had left the Father and had come into the world to do a redemptive work. 
 
The Doctors of the Law doubtless remarked that they had never had such pointed questions asked them respecting the 
Law and the prophets, even by wise men of their day and by each other; hence they evidently noticed the precocity of 
this boy. As He asked questions, which apparently showed that some of their interpretations were faulty and 
inconsistent, they in turn considered it not beneath themselves to ply the boy with questions, and according to verse 47 
of this same chapter 2 of Luke, they got their questions answered in such a manner as amazed them. Nevertheless, we 
are to remember that our Lord Jesus could not Himself have understood the full meaning of the Law shadows and the 
prophecies at that time—nor until after His anointing with the holy spirit (1 Cor. 2:14) . This little item gives us a 
suggestion respecting the ability of mind that would belong to a perfect boy. It gives us a suggestion respecting what 
we may expect of the ancient worthies, also the world of mankind, when they shall be resurrected and brought to 
human perfection. 
 
It was natural enough that after missing the boy for four days His mother should upbraid Him somewhat, and, taking 
Jesus’ answer in its’ simplicity, we must suppose that He had been so absorbed with the opportunities and studies that 
the time had passed without him appreciating the trouble and inconvenience He was causing to others. 
 
“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” must have seemed strange enough even from so remarkable a 
boy. His parents did not fully comprehend the meaning of the words, but Mary set these apart with the other peculiar 
things to treasure up, hoping ultimately to see something that would fully justify the words, as she did afterwards see. 
After making this protest, respecting His desire to be engaged in the Heavenly Father’s mission, studying His Word 
and teachings, and realising that His sentiments were not understood or appreciated, and that really He was still 
properly under subjection to His parents, Jesus said no more, but quietly went with them to Nazareth and doubtless to 
His accustomed vocation. 
 
Our Lord could not begin His ministry because He was under the Law and bound by its every restriction. We note, 
however, His promptness to engage in His Heavenly Father’s business at the very earliest moment, as we read, “Now 
when Jesus began to be about thirty years of age He came to Jordan to be baptized.” We who are not under the 
restraints of the Law Covenant but, on the contrary, are under grace, are .not thus limited as to the time we may present 
our bodies living sacrifices upon the Lord’s altar to be used in His service; hence we rejoice the more if we can find 



that at an early date we can give our hearts and our all to Him who loved us and bought us with His precious blood. 
 
It was not the babe of Bethlehem that was to bless the world, nor the boy of Nazareth, nor the young man of 
Capernaum, but it was to be a lull grown man, a mature one, whose sacrifice would offset the sin of Adam, redeem him 
and his posterity and satisfy the demands of divine justice against the condemned race. So, then, while interested in 
everything pertaining to the divine character and plan, while interested to know how Jesus grew in stature and in 
wisdom, as He approached the maturity of manhood at thirty years, while interested to know about His miraculous 
birth, our chief interest in all these things is that they establish our faith in Him as the man Christ Jesus—that He was 
holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners, and, therefore, able to make the atonement sacrifice—to give His 
own life a ransom, a corresponding price for the life of Adam, and thus for the life of the whole race of Adam, in his 
loins at the time of his transgression and thus sharers with him in his condemnation. 
 
We do well, therefore, to dwell less upon the birth and infancy of Jesus and more and more to grasp the precious 
themes set before us in the Gospel, of which the cross is the great point or centre of interest. Similarly we regard all the 
followers of the Lord—not according to the flesh but according to the spirit. True, it is good to know of some that even 
before their consecration and baptism of the spirit were noble minded, virtuous and irreproachable, and there is a 
measure of regret when we hear of some who had a contrary disposition to this; nevertheless, our interest centres 
around the fact that they did turn from sin, did become the Lord’s followers and that they have been begotten of His 
holy spirit. In this we rejoice. Thus we know each other according to the spirit as New Creatures in the Lord, and thus 
we know our Lord as the New Creature, as the Apostle suggests, “Though we have known 
 
Christ after the flesh, henceforth, know we Him so no more.” Our special interest centres in our Lord from the moment 
of His anointing of the spirit until He completed the work there begun three and one-half years later on the cross, 
crying, “It is finished.” Our interest still holds beyond that point in the resurrection of our Lord from the dead, and the 
evidence given us that the begetting of the spirit at His baptism became the birth of the spirit at His resurrection, and 
that He was thus the first born from the dead, born of the spirit to spirit conditions. Then our hope is to follow in His 
steps and thus realise the promise that if we suffer with Him we shall also be glorified together and share His kingdom 
and His nature in glory. 
 
 
 
Baptism Service in Melbourne. 
 
A Baptism Service in. Melbourne has been arranged for Saturday afternoon, December 12th (D.V.) and any friends 
desiring to symbolize their consecration to the Lord are invited to contact the office of the Institute as soon as possible. 
 
  



Booklet for January’s “Peoples Paper.” 
 
The articles on “Christ’s Return” which appeared in the last four issues of “Peoples Paper” are being produced in 
booklet form, as there has been favorable comment on the thoughts presented. Thinking all our readers would be glad 
of the assembled articles, this booklet is to take the place of January’s issue of the “Peoples Paper” and will be posted 
out to all subscribers with this issue. Friends on the free list may also receive a copy of this booklet on application. 
Extra copies of the booklet may be procured at each, post paid. 
 
Greeting Cards. 
 
One of our brethren in the printing trade has kindly produced some Greeting Cards and sent them along with the 
request that the proceeds from the sale of them be donated to the General Tract Fund to assist in the work of the 
Institute. This is very much appreciated, in the service of the Lord. 
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Kingdom Parables. 
 
MANY of us in the past have overlooked the fact that nearly all of the teachings of the Redeemer appertain to the 
Kingdom—His Messianic Kingdom. Some of us indeed had gotten the unscriptural thought that Messiah’s Kingdom 
would consist merely of a sovereignty in the hearts of His followers -and in the present life. 
 
Now we see the real import and connection of the Great Teacher’s numerous utterances on this subject. As He taught 
us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven,” He meant that we should have in 
mind God’s glorious promise that eventually, through Messiah’s Kingdom, ignorance, sin and death will all be 
overthrown, and the willing and obedient of mankind will be released from these until “every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess” to the glory of God. 
 
Our Lord meant that we should connect this Kingdom with the great promise made to Abraham, “In thy Seed shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.” The Master’s teachings and the Message which He commissioned us to give in 
His name is the Gospel of the Kingdom—the Message of coming glory, and the Message that now God is selecting a 
“little flock” to be the spiritual Seed of Abraham, joint-heirs with Jesus in the Throne of that Kingdom. Paul refers to 
this in Galatians 3:29: “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s Seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
 
A number of Jesus’ parables refer to the Kingdom class of the present time rather than to the Kingdom in its fully 
developed state during the thousand years of His glory. All of God’s consecrated people, begotten of the holy spirit 
during this Age—since Pentecost—constitute together the Kingdom class, the Kingdom in embryo—unfinished, 
undeveloped, incomplete. Some of these embryo members of the Kingdom may yet fail to make their calling and 
election sure, and they may become “castaways” as respects the glory and honour to which they have been called. 
 
In Mark 4:26-29 we have the illustration that God’s Kingdom in its present embryotic condition is of slow, gradual, 
methodical development, covering the entire period of this Gospel Age. It is like seed cast into the ground, which 
brings its maturity after many days and varied experiences—when it is finally harvested. Jesus and the Apostles did the 
seed sowing, not only for their own day but for the whole wheat class developed throughout this Age. And as Jesus 
explained in another parable, “The Harvest is the end of the Age.” The gathering for the heavenly garner will be 
accomplished by the First Resurrection. 
 
 
Like A Mustard Seed.—Mark 4:30-32. 
 
The different parables do not view the embryo Kingdom from toe same standpoint. It is because it may be viewed from 
such a variety of angles that so many parables are given to us. Just so we might take various photographs of a building. 
One might show the eastern side, another the western, another the front elevation, another the floor-plan, and another 
show it with its scaffolding. Or; if a concrete building, the frame work might be pictured, inside of which the concrete 
is cast. 
 
The parable of the mustard seed appears to represent the Kingdom from the viewpoint of the world -- as the nominal 
church, developed from the original little seed of the true Gospel. From that little seed we have a great institution to-
day with’ many denominational branches. But alas! its thrifty development has invited into its branches the fowls of the 
air, which the Lord elsewhere describes as representing the Wicked One and his angels—Satan and his 
representatives—who of course should have no place in the Church; and they would have no place in it if the Church 
were loyal and zealous enough to proclaim only the true Gospel and the narrow way of self-denial. 
 
Indeed, it is the neglect to preach this Gospel of the “narrow way” that has brought such prosperity to nominal 
Christianity and made it a desirable place for the fowls of the air—Satan and his deluded ones—to lodge in its 
branches, to be the real life of Ecclesiasticism. ‘This seems to be the same picture which the same Great Teacher gives 
us in Revelation 18:2. There we read that the nominal systems are represented symbolically as Babylon; and there we 
read, “She hath become the hold of every foul spirit and the cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” 
 
The word “cage” would seem to imply that these unclean birds are considered very desirable and are held on to by 
nominal Christianity—probably because regarded as being amongst their best paying members and because of having 
the most attractions. 
 
  



The Parable - Of The Leaven.—Matt. 13:33. 
 
Throughout the Scriptures leaven is used as the symbol of sin. Thus when Jesus in His purity was to be symbolized as 
the “bread from heaven,” the Jews were directed to use unleavened bread. Again, at their annual Passover season, the 
Jews were directed to cleanse their houses of leaven, to burn it up, to destroy it. Here again leaven was a symbol of sin, 
corruption. St. Paul, commenting on this, writes to the Church, “Purge out, therefore, the old leaven [sin, malice, 
hatred, strife, etc.] , that you may be a new lump”—that you may be, with Christ, the one unleavened loaf. It is of this 
Loaf that he declares, “For we, being many, are One Loaf, and one Body; for we are all partakers of that One Loaf.”--1 
Cor. 10:1 7. 
 
It is true that in one of the official sacrifices bread was to be baked with leaven; but this, we believe, was for the very 
purpose of symbolizing or representing us, the Church, and the fact that we were by nature sinners, children of wrath, 
even as others, and that the baking would arrest the corrupting influences of the leaven, and this baking represented 
symbolically the experiences through which the Church must pass in order that sinful and corrupting tendencies might 
be completely destroyed in us. 
 
In this parable our Lord represents a woman mixing leaven with a family baking of meal, with the result that the whole 
mass was leavened. Consequently, if any of the family desired pure, unleavened bread, it would be unobtainable, 
because the leaven pervaded the entire baking. What does this represent? We reply that in Scriptural symbolism a 
woman represents an ecclesiastical system. The woman in the parable represents a system organized and in power at an 
early date, and possessed of the pure meal—the pure food provided by the Lord for the household of faith. 
 
The woman mixed leaven, error, false doctrine, with all the meal, with all the food supplied. Not a particle of it was left 
uncontaminated. The result has been indigestion. The Word of God, originally pure, is no longer accepted. The leaven, 
or fermentation, has spread so that to-day the entire mass of theological doctrine is putrid and offensive to all Christian 
people of all denominations. 
 
The parable was a prophecy of what has occurred. It is time all true Christians were hearkening back from the creeds of 
the Dark Ages to the Words of Jesus, the Apostles and the Prophets, to the teachings of the Bible, as being the 
unadulterated Word of God, which alone “is able to make us wise unto salvation,” and by which alone “the man of God 
may be thoroughly furnished unto every good work.”-2 Tim. 3:15-17. 
 

  



Lord, Teach Us to Pray. 
 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”—Luke 11:9. 
 
WHY did the disciples ask the Lord to teach them how to pray? Were not the Jews a praying people, and were not the 
prayers of the righteous acceptable to God from the beginning or the world? Yes, the Jews were a praying people, and 
their prayers, when devout and sincere, and in harmony with the expressed will of God, were acceptable, and were 
answered. So also were the prayers of others before the Jewish age began. Adam communed with. God in Eden until 
sin separated him from God, and he was cast out of Paradise. After he had sinned, he heard and promptly recognised 
the voice of God as he and Eve walked in the cool of the day. They feared the voice then because they had sinned, but 
their prompt recognition of it indicated that it was familiar to them, and that often before they delighted to hear it. 
 
The first act of God’s mercy, after the penalty had been pronounced, and the promise had been given of a coming 
deliverer— “the seed of the woman”—was to clothe each of the penitent pair with a garment of skins, provided by a 
sacrifice, which prefigured the sacrificed “lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.” We confidently say the 
penitent pair, because had they been rebellious and defiant, instead of penitent, God could not have dealt thus 
mercifully and kindly with them. He would not have forced them to wear the typical robe, nor have rewarded them 
with the hope of a future deliverance. Evidently they still had faith in God, and repented that they had hearkened to the 
voice of the tempter, and forfeited the divine favour by disobedience, and they were anxious to find some way of return 
to that favour, since God, in His mercy, had given them a ray of hope which lifted them out of the slough of despair, 
and they desired, if possible, to have some recognition, some way of access to God, to reassure their hearts from time 
to time that they were not cast off for ever. Such reassurance of hope for the race was given in the institution of the 
typical sacrifices, which began in the clothing of Adam and Eve in the skin of the sacrificed animal, the robe thus 
provided typifying the imputed righteousness of the sacrificed Lamb of God, Christ Jesus. 
 
So we find those descendants of Adam who had respect to the will and promise of God offering to God acceptable, 
typical sacrifices in harmony with His arrangement, thereby expressing both their faith in the promise and their desire 
for full harmony and communion. Thus Abel and Seth and all the godly ancients sacrificed, and through these typical 
sacrifices they approached God, they walked with God, and had the evidence in their own hearts that they pleased God; 
as it is written —”By faith Abel offered .. sacrifice .. by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts. By faith, Enoch . . . before his translation, had this testimony, that he pleased God. By faith, 
Noah .. became heir of the righteousness, which is by faith.”—Heb. 11:5-8. 
 
Thus there was a typical justification and way of access to God open to faithful individuals long before the law of 
Moses instituted the typical national sacrifices, which brought that people, as a nation, near to God, and secured a 
measure of His temporal favour to them, which, in turn, were also typical of the greater favours to come by and by, 
when the typical sacrifices should give place to the antitypical sacrifice, the real sin-offering which takes away the sin 
of the world, which the blood of bulls and goats could only prefigure, but could never accomplish. 
 
With the typical adoption by God of Abraham’s family and the institution by the law of Moses of the typical national 
sacrifices, the privilege of approach to God through these, and of communion with Him, wag systematically taught by 
the law and the prophets., Consequently, in the nation of Israel we have multiplied instances of earnest and believing 
prayer; and instances, too, thank God, of the gracious hearing and answering of their prayers. And not only so, but 
some of the believing Gentiles, seeing what God had wrought in Israel, believed on Him, and also caught the spirit of 
prayer, and though unjustified even typically by the typical sacrifices, their prayers were heard, and God kept them in 
remembrance until the time appointed for His favour to turn to the Gentiles. 
 
Of this class were Cornelius and his friends (Acts 10) . Of Cornelius it is said that he was a “devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his house, who gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.” And when the time 
arrived, when, consistently with His plan, God could answer the prayers of Cornelius, He did so, saying, “Cornelius . . . 
thy prayers and thine alms are coming up for a memorial before God”; and shortly after the great blessing came in 
abundant measure. Praise the Lord! “A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench.” 
Wherever there is a humble, contrite, faithful heart, God’s love takes cognisance of it, and in His own good time and 
way confers His blessing. If their prayers cannot be immediately answered, they are not forgotten, but are kept as 
memorials until the right time comes for their answer. 
 
Therefore, it was not because the disciples had never been taught to pray to God that they inquired of Jesus as to the 
acceptable way; but, perceiving His intimate communion with God, and that God always promptly heard and answered 
Him, they evidently felt that there must be something in His manner of approach to God which secured such prompt 
recognition and answers, and they would know the secret of His power. The secret of His power with God was in the 



fact of His full and complete harmony with the will of God, and this likewise is the secret of power among all of God’s 
people. True, we, being imperfect, cannot say as He did, “I do always those things that please Him” (John 8:29); but, 
realising our imperfection, we can come with humble confessions of our shortcomings, and with faith in His love and 
mercy to be exercised toward us in His own appointed way. And then we are acceptable in the beloved One. 
 
Jesus taught us how to pray, by a simple illustration which shows (1) the proper reverential attitude of the believer 
towards God—”Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name”; (2) a full acquiescence in, and perfect 
accord with, the Will of God for the blessing of the whole world through the coming Kingdom of Christ, which is also 
a recognition of the preparatory redemption work by His sacrificial death--Thy Kingdom come”; (3) the earnest desire 
that the Will of God may be done on earth, as it is done in Heaven; (4) an expression of our dependence upon God for 
the supply of our daily needs, with an acknowledgment that we do not need luxuries, but will be content with the 
“bread and water” assured through the Prophet. This may also be considered a petition for the bread of life for our 
spiritual sustenance—”Give us this day our daily bread”; (5) request for forgiveness of sins in His own appointed way 
(through Christ) , at the same time impressing upon ourselves the necessity for exercising toward others the same spirit 
of forgiveness, and stating that we have thus forgiven all our debtors--”Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy”; (6) earnest desire for His assistance in the hour of temptation or trial, that we may not be overcome by it, and 
thus led to sin, and thus brought under the power of the evil one—’’Abandon us not in temptation (or trial)’, but deliver 
us from evil.” This implies a determination to resist sin, as well as a leaning upon God for assistance. Such must be the 
attitude of the soul in every approach toward God in prayer. 
 
Verses 5-13 in Luke 11 are blessed assurances of our Heavenly Father’s love and solicitude for us, which should fill 
our hearts with the deepest gratitude and responsive love, and which should strengthen our faith and our earnest desire 
to come often to His footstool and tarry long in His presence, assured that if we come in the frame of mind indicated by 
our blessed Lord we shall never be turned away empty; “for everyone that asketh (thus) receiveth, and he that seeketh 
findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” And the thing received will be neither harmful nor useless. It will 
not be a stone for bread, nor a serpent for a fish, nor a scorpion for an egg, but it will be something good and 
wholesome, for the Lord “knows how to give good gifts unto his children.” Christian, we need not tell you this; you 
have proved it well. And yet—praise the Lord! — we have not exhausted His bountiful grace. —Still there’s more to 
follow.” “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you”; “ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full.” The thing we need most, for which our Father is most pleased to have us seek 
and pray, is the spirit of His holiness. “If ye . . . give gifts unto your children, how much more shall he give the holy 
spirit to them that ask him.”—Verse 13. 
 
  



Members Finish the Earthly Way. 
 
In recent weeks four of our Australian friends I have finished the Christian way after having appreciated the truths of 
God’s Word for a considerable time and rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. The following reports are to hand 
from Adelaide and Perth. 
 
During the month of October two Sisters—Sister Sanders and Sister Attard, both of Adelaide —reached the end of the 
earthly way. 
 
Sister Sanders, who was elderly, was one who had learned to love the Lord and His truth many years ago; and during a 
long lifetime held firmly to the precious truths of His Word. Sister Sanders was a strong and rugged character and gave 
evidence of much faith, patience, and trust in the Lord, and in the outworking of His Plan. 
 
Sister Attard also was one who had a strong faith in the Lord, and trusted Him fully during a long life. Sister Attard 
gave evidence of much Christian grace in the way she bore the discomfort of her ill-health during many years. 
 
It is good to realise that “the Lord knoweth those who are His,” and during this time of His presence—”the days of the 
Son of man”—’He is gathering His elect, and calling them Home when the work of preparation is complete. Soon the 
number of the elect will be completed, the Church glorified in the First Resurrection, and the work of blessing all the 
nations will begin. “Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.” 
 
From Perth the following has been received respecting the passing on of Sister Neville of that city:—On the 16th of 
October we had the little service in laying aside the earthly remains of our Sister Neville. We think of the words of our 
Lord to Mary when she was showing her love arid appreciation of all He had done for her, when she broke the precious 
ointment and washed His feet with her tears. He said, “She hath done what she could,” and we feel this could be said of 
Sister Neville. 
 
After a long illness the end came somewhat suddenly. Sister Neville used to come with Brother Neville to spend an 
evening with us about once a week, and we talked of the things that concern our wonderful hope in Christ and the 
blessing that will come to the “groaning creation” when the Messianic Body is complete. (Rom. 8:19-22.) Sister had 
known the truth for many years and was strong in faith and full of zeal to tell the glad tidings to others. With Brother 
Neville, Sister did some colporteur work while health permitted, but this was interrupted by failing strength. The zeal 
was still there, and we feel that it can be said—”She did what she could.” We loved to have the little talks for Sister 
was so earnest and the truth seemed everything to her. 
 
The service at the undertakers was a simple reminder of our hope whereby we sorrow not as do those who are without 
hope. We are living in the time referred to in Rev. 14:13, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth 
.. . they rest from their labour, and their works do follow them,” and as 1 Cor. 15:51, 52 states, there is no need for 
these to sleep in death, waiting for the second presence of Christ, but they are “changed in a moment,” and caught away 
to be with the Lord. The passage in 1 Cor. 15:35-58 was read. 
 
What a wonderful experience it must be to close one’s eyes to this suffering world and be awakened in the likeness of 
Christ, to see Him not in human form, as He was, but “as He is,” in the express image of the Father. (1 John 3:1, 2; 
Heb. 1:3.) So we rest the life of our dear Sister in the Lord, in the sure hope, which was her hope; and we are 
“persuaded that He is able to keep that which we have committed unto Him against that day.” 
 
Word was received also of the passing on of Sister Burridge of Wallerawang, N.S.W., in October last. Our Sister 
Burridge had rejoiced in the truth for over thirty years, and had been in regular correspondence with us in Melbourne; 
she manifested much love and zeal for the Lord and His truth, and assisted in the work as she had opportunity. 
 
While Sister Burridge was known personally to very few of the brethren, being isolated in the country except for brief 
periods at some of the Memorial seasons in Sydney, she was no doubt with us all in spirit and truth throughout the 
years of her earthly pilgrimage. 
 
A distressing complaint over recent months revealed the great patience and unselfishness of our dear Sister to the last, 
and this was a good witness for the Lord and His truth to a relative who cared for her so well till the end came. 
 
We trust for our dear Sister Burridge the abundant entrance into the heavenly kingdom, by the Lord’s grace. 
 



Correspondence. 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—I received the papers last week and was pleased to receive same. I am a keen listener to your 
Dialogues; I feel your Talks are so true and face up to the issue word for word. You say every one is to be resurrected; 
this seems to answer many Scriptures for me. 
 
I have had a lot to do with the J.W., lately, but I find I cannot agree with many of their teachings; they have many 
people already in the Second Death; though I believe many are trying to serve the Lord faithfully they seem to be 
trying to earn a reward, and are apt to forget the love of the Lord and the love of Jesus by His sufferings and death for 
us all. I mention this, because one night I said that I thought there was to be a resurrection for all, and the reply was that 
if this was so, why worry now. These were my thoughts, too, when I first heard- you on the air, but now I believe man 
should serve God for love of Him and when we read His Word that He gave His, Son to die for us, well, we do have 
this love, or the beginning of a true love. This is one of the reasons why I like to hear your Dialogues on Sundays from 
2KY; they have this message of love and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Would you please send some reading matter to —and would you send me two of each of “God’s Plan in Brief’ and 
“God and Reason,” and four of your last Dialogues. In closing may I ask in Jesus’ name for God’s guidance and 
blessing for us all. Please use enclosed money. Yours faithfully. 
 
Berean Bible Institute, Dear Sirs—It is some time since I received “The Divine Plan of the Ages.” As usual, it more 
than fulfilled any expectations I had; I read and reread it, hoping to remember all that is necessary. Will you send the 
next book; I feel I am ready for it. I have placed seven books—’God’s Plan in Brief’—and I am now waiting for the 
various opinions. One friend would like your explanation of 1 Pet. 3:19. I am interested too. I often have Phil. 1:21, 23 
quoted in support of the immortality of the soul; I must admit I am puzzled. 
 
I would like “Hope Beyond the Grave” also recent Sunday broadcasts; I heard last Sunday’s and did enjoy it, and found 
it very enlightening. Enclosing money; anything over please add to broadcast fund. Yours in faith and hope. 
 
(Literature explaining 1 Pet. 3:19 and Phil. 1:21, 23 is gladly supplied free to all seeking the understanding of these 
Scriptures.—B.B. Institute.) 
 
Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs—Your radio session 3GL Sunday is a very effective way of introducing people to the 
Bible. Will you favour me with a free copy of your pamphlet “Hope Beyond the Grave,” also any other free literature 
showing men to be mortal from the Scriptures. Yours faithfully. 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—Your Sunday broadcasts are much appreciated by our family and friends. On their behalf I 
thank you for your excellent work. I forward herewith my cheque as a small contribution for the continuance of your 
work. I should be glad if you would let me have, for distribution among friends, copies of your last six broadcasts and 
“The Manner of Christ’s Return.” Thanking you; Yours sincerely. 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—Would you please forward me the Biblical Dialogue for last Sunday, also previous ones, 
“God’s Plan,” and any literature you may have available. 
 
I often wonder if one part of the Lord’s prayer has been misunderstood, viz., “And lead us not into temptation,” so 
would like an explanation of it please. I think the Dialogues most enlightening. Wishing you both God’s blessing. 
Yours sincerely. 
 
(A better translation of Matt. 6:13 reads—”And abandon us not to trial, but preserve us from evil,” [Emphatic 
Diaglott], and no doubt gives the correct thought.—B.B. Institute.) 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—Your Sunday morning talks on 2KY are very well received here now and I enjoy listening. I 
think the talk you gave yesterday week is one I would like to have a copy of; it was about the resurrection of the dead, 
and most interesting. 
 
Your version of the Scripture on that particular subject brought me comfort when by daughter, who had not openly 
acknowledged Jesus as her Saviour, was “cut off’ in a motor accident; it seemed so much more consistent of a God of 
love. I should like to pass it on to someone who may have a similar experience. Enclosed 10/- cost of magazine you 
send along so regularly. God bless you both. In His name. 
 
Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs—Will you please send me a copy of the discussion, “Why Does God Permit Evil?” and 



also a copy if you have it, or a book, explaining the Sabbath Day, as I would like to understand the real meaning of it. 
Please let me know if I have to send any money. I listen with deep interest to your discussions of a Sunday morning. 
Yours sincerely. 
 
(The booklet “What is the Christian’s Sabbath” is supplied free to all desiring an explanation’ of this subject.—B.B. 
Institute.) 
 
Papers are available free on the following subjects :— “Does the Bible Teach Divine Healing for To-day?” “The Risen 
Christ—Will He Appear as a Man at His 
 
Second Advent ?” 
 
“Do World Events Foreshadow Armageddon ?—Will Australia Be Involved?” 
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