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The Rich Man and Lazarus. 
(Luke 16:19-31. ) 
 
IT would seem that few, if any, passages of Scripture have been more misunderstood than this parable, which, when taken in its connection, and 
when interpreted by comparing Scripture with Scripture, becomes a very graphic and historical picture concerning Israel and the turning of God’s 
favour towards the Gentiles. 
 
We must remember that up to the time of our Lord, and a little beyond, God had no dealings with other people than Israel—the Jewish nation. 
“Thee only have I known (recognised) of all the families of the earth,” He declared by the prophet Amos 3:2. “He suffered other nations to walk 
in their own ways winking at their ignorance” (Acts 14:16; Acts 17:30). 
 
A great change of dispensation came at the time of our Lord, and the Jews were, because of unbelief and their rejection of Christ, cast off from 
God’s peculiar favour, and the godly from all nations have since been carried into Abraham’s bosom, which signifies the place of God’s favour. 
 
Many of our Lord’s parables had reference to the change which was then taking place. In the previous chapter we have the beautiful picture of the 
Prodigal Son. This was evidently illustrating the self-righteousness of the Pharisee towards the publicans and sinners, as was also the parable of 
the two men who went to the temple to pray. The one said, “I thank Thee that I am not as other men nor as this poor publican.” The poor publican 
said, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 
 
Commencing the 16th of Luke we have the parable of the Unjust Steward, who was dismissed from his stewardship, which pictures the 
stewardship being taken from Israel, and would teach them how to be wise towards the Gentiles while they still had opportunity of acting 
graciously in respect of the Divine favours which were still in their possession. Then in verse 16 the clear statement is made: “The Law and the 
prophets were till John, since then the Kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.” Then comes verse 18, which, with the usual 
understanding of the following parable could have no connection whatever, but when we see the meaning of the Rich Man and Lazarus, this verse 
is quite relevant to the subject. “Whosoever putteth away his wife and marrieth another committeth adultery, and whosoever marrieth her that is 
put away committeth adultery.” By reference to Rom. 7:1-6, the connection with the parable will be seen. They could not belong to the Law 
covenant and also be married to Christ. Then the Lord gave the parable illustrating the nation of Israel dying to God’s favour—going out of 
Abraham’s bosom and the godly among the Gentiles coming into Divine blessings and becoming heirs of the promise made to Abraham (Gal. 
3:16 and 29) . So we see that the Lord was not .at all speaking about the wages of sin or the eternal punishment of the wicked, but He was 
foretelling the punishment which did come to Israel on account of their unbelief and rejection of Him who “came unto his own and his own knew 
him not.” 
 
The Rich Man. 
 
How well this rich man illustrates that favoured nation who were so rich in Divine blessings and promises contained in the covenant with 
Abraham. “To whom pertaineth the adoption (to as many as received Him gave He the power to become sons of God—John 1:12), and the glory 
and the covenants, and the giving of the Law and the service of God and the promises” (Rom. 9:4). 
 
Everything belonged to Israel. They were clothed in purple, a symbol of royalty (Deut. 8:6, 7) , and in fine linen, a symbol of purity, holiness. 
“The Lord bath avouched thee this day to be His peculiar people, as He bath promised thee, and that thou shouldst keep His commandments, and 
to make thee high above all nations which He bath made, in praise and in name and in honour, and that thou mayest be a holy people unto the 
Lord thy God as He bath spoken.” (Deut. 26:18 and 19; Deut. 28:9-13). They fared sumptuously every day, so God’s rich blessing and providence 
were over them according to their obedience to the Law 
 
A Certain Beggar. 
 
Just as Dives, the rich man, pictured the nation of Israel as represented in our Lord’s day, so Lazarus, the poor beggar, represented the Gentiles 
without God and without hope, “without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world” (Ephes. 2:11, 12). The Lord had come to Israel only, He had told His disciples to go not into the way of 
the Gentiles nor into the cities of Samaria, for said He, “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then there came to Him the 
Syro- Phoenician woman and besought Him, “Lord, help me. But He answered, It is not meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs”; 
and she answered, “Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered and said unto her, “0 
woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.” (Matt. 15:22-28; Matt. 10:5, 
6). 

 
 



 
What a beautiful exception the Master made in this case. Surely no one ever came in faith and simple trust to the Lord who went away empty. “He 
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” However, the exception proves the rule. Israel was rich, the Gentiles were poor and called “dogs,” 
outsiders. 
 
Then came the great change. The beggar died and was carried by angels (messengers) into Abraham’s bosom. That is to say that the godly among 
the Gentiles were no longer “beggars.” There were no more “beggars” like Cornelius waiting until the full time of Israel’s special favour should 
end. Cornelius was evidently the first “beggar,” godly Gentile, who was carried into Abraham’s bosom, received into Christ, and became 
“Abraham’s seed” (Gal. 3:29). 
 
Peter was the angel or messenger to bring Cornelius into the heavenly call of the Gospel Age. 
 
The rich man also died, and was buried. Just so the Jewish nation died to the condition of Divine favour, or, as the Apostle puts it in Rom. 
11:20— “Because of unbelief they were broken off,” and verse 17—”For if some of the branches were broken off, and thou, being a wild olive 
tree (Gentiles) were grafted in among them, and with them, partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree,” (the Abrahamic promise); and verse 
11 says distinctly “through their fall (through the rich man’s death) salvation is come to the Gentiles.” The rich man died to God’s favour when 
Jesus declared their house desolate; it was not, however, until about A.D. 70, thirty-seven or thirty-eight years later, that he was buried. Then it 
was that Israel was scattered and buried as a nation, and in this buried condition has indeed been in torment all down the Gospel Age. Now the 
rich man becomes the “beggar,” while Lazarus has become rich in heavenly blessings. So the rich man (Jewish nation) begs for some relief from 
the godly among the Gentiles. The reminder is given that the positions have just been reversed. “Thou in thy lifetime receivest thy good things, 
and likewise Lazarus evil things; now he is comforted and thou art tormented. And besides this, there is a great gulf fixed; so that they that would 
pass hence to you cannot.” This seems to indicate the difficulty of reaching the Jew with the drop of water of truth. The Law prejudices form the 
great gulf; they cannot accept Christ and salvation by faith in the great ransom sacrifice. 
 
The rich man was not wholly corrupt. He had allowed Lazarus to lay at his gate and receive the crumbs from his table, and again he now appeals 
for mercy for his brethren, and that some one might go to them from the dead and warn them lest they, too, come to the same condition of torment 
and trouble. This may refer to other Jews scattered abroad, while Dives may represent principally those in Jerusalem and the holy land. The 
answer shows that the rich man and his brethren were Israelites—”They have Moses and the prophets; if they hear not them, neither will they be 
persuaded though one rise from the dead.” 
 
The parable of the rich man and Lazarus is practically the same teaching as Romans 11. Peter ( 1 Peter 2:10), referring to the Lazarus class, says, 
“Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 
 
When it is seen just what the Lord’s intention was in giving this parable, how much it is to be deplored that it should have been so misrepresented 
and used to support the most unreasonable doctrine of eternal torture. Yet when , we consider how craftily the doctrines of Hell and Purgatory 
were brought in during the dark ages, and that children were inoculated with the error from infancy, it can be seen how easy it would be, without 
giving much thought to the subject, to just take for granted that the Lord was speaking of the penalty of sin in regard to the world of mankind. 
 
However, God is just, and also merciful, and neither quality would be operating in such a diabolical scheme for miraculously preserving alive 
anyone, let alone the great majority of the race, just so that they might groan in continual agony. God is wise, but such a purpose would be foolish. 
God is just, but one could not, in a short space of man’s present existence and under such imperfect conditions, justly incur any such penalty. 
 
God is love, and love could not consent to torture even a brute, and if a man becomes too vile to live, love will demand that he become “as though 
he had not been,” “where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.” “The wages of sin is death.” “All the wicked (the 
incorrigible when brought in touch with the knowledge of God’s benevolent provision in Christ) will God destroy” (Rom. 6:23; Psalm 145:20). 
 
When we get this matter of Eternal Torture cleared out of the way, it is possible to appreciate, as never before, the great Plan of Salvation and how 
the death of Jesus Christ redeemed us all from the curse and sentence of death. He paid the penalty—”The Lord bath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” The penalty suffered by our Redeemer was not eternal torment, but “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” 
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Catholicism, Communism Parallel. 
 
A news report through the Australian Associated Press from Washington, U.S.A., appeared under the above heading in the Melbourne “Herald” 
of 8th August, as follows:— 
 
“The Roman Catholic Church was pursuing a striking parallel to Communism, the Rev. Dr. G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist Bishop of New York, 
said in a broadcast. Dr. Oxnam said: ‘Both Communism and the Roman Catholic Church are totalitarian. Both seek control of the minds of men 
everywhere; both practise excommunication, character assassination and economic reprisals. 
 
“ ‘Neither Rome nor Moscow knows what tolerance means. Both demand blind and unthinking loyalty. Neither Moscow nor Rome believes in 
separation of Church and State; both interfere in the affairs of other States. Both seek to shackle the minds of those they control by telling them 
what they may read, what movies they may see, what newspapers they must take. Both Rome and Moscow have perfected the Hitler technique of 
repeating prevarications often enough and big enough to ensure their acceptance.’ 
 
“Dr. Oxnam said that the Roman Catholic Church had become so mixed up in politics in Europe, so weighted with land holdings, so allied with 
military and feudal reaction, that the common people were turning against it. The Vatican seems to be ready to summon the world to a holy war to 
salvage its power, property and prestige,’ he added.” 
 
On 11th August, under the heading “Moscow v. Rome in East Europe,” the following also appeared in the Melbourne Press:— 
 
“September will be a crucial month in the test between the idealogies of Rome and Moscow, says Reuter’s Prague correspondent. The big test will 
come on the Czech Government’s bill, to be introduced in September, which will vest complete control of all denominations, their property, 
appointments and finances in the State . . . 
 
“In Warsaw the State attack on the Church is also being intensified. A new decree says that religious societies not legally recognised by the State 
will be forbidden and that religious sects which do not comply with the law within 90 days will be disbanded.” 
 
It is very evident that the statements quoted above by Dr. Oxnam of New York are mainly true. For centuries the Roman Catholic Church has 
thrived on the ignorance of its adherents, as well as by threats of punishment for all who dared to disagree with its edicts. Just how much the true 
followers of Christ suffered from this wicked system throughout the “dark ages” is known only by the Lord Himself. However, from our Lord’s 
Revelation to St. John, much is indicated by His words of condemnation in the use of the terms “synagogue of Satan” and “that woman Jezebel.” 
(Rev. 2:13, 20.) 
 
Our Lord had also predicted the time of the Great Reformation when the Papacy’s power was to be greatly reduced, for His time would arrive 
when the truths of His Word could be no longer hindered by such a masterpiece of Satan. In His message to Philadelphia, the 6th period of the 
Church’s history, which covered the Reformation, after declaring that He would open the truths of His Word and no one could shut them up, He 
declared to His faithful people,— ”Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie: behold, I 
will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.” (Rev. 3:7- 10. ) This will have its fulfilment in the 
Kingdom of Christ, when the persecuted saints who proved faithful unto death will reign with their Lord, and the popes and priests of the wicked 
system of Catholicism, raised from the dead, will be required to bend the knee to the Lord and His anointed through the earthly representatives, or 
suffer -the second death—destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power. 
 
As the time draws near for the passing of Catholicism from the earth, “like a great millstone into the sea,” (Rev.18:21) , along with all other 
systems of men, it is not surprising that the Lord has permitted such as Communism to come into power, to work out His designs. Neither is it 
surprising to find that the tactics used by Communists are similar to those used by the Papacy. If it were correct for the Papal system to dominate 
its adherents and persecute and slaughter those who differed with it over hundreds of years, should the same methods be denounced if they are 
used in Communism? However, it does not take great intelligence to decide which of the two systems commits the greater sin—Papacy with its 
persecution and slaughter of opposers in the name of the Lord, or Communism with its domination of adherents or opposers in the name of 
liberty. 
 
It may be significant that the Lord used the simile “like a great millstone cast into the sea” in Revelation 18:21, to describe the passing forever 
from the earth of “that great city Babylon” which is comprised of “Mother” and “Daughter” systems of religion. The word “sea” is often used in 
the Bible to symbolize the restless masses of humanity (Luke 21:25; Psa. 46:2, 3; Isa. 57:20, 21) , and it would seem clearly indicated that the 
rising masses of mankind, perhaps directed under the impulse of Communism, will be the means of overthrowing Babylon, the centre of which is 
the Papal system.—”And the ten horns (the kings of the earth, the powers that formerly supported the Papacy) which thou sawest upon the beast, 
these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” (Rev. 17:16. ) 
 
While Dr. Oxnam of the Methodist Church of New York is able to determine the similarity between the Roman Catholic Church and 
Communism, it is apparent that as yet he is unable to detect the great errors held by his own church system. Methodism is one of a number of 
denominations which started following the Great Reformation, but which did not progress in the light of God’s Word, and so holds many of the 
gross errors of Papacy. These include:— The Immortality of the Soul; the Doctrine of the Trinity; Hell-fire; Infant Baptism; Misconception of the 
Second Advent and Times of Restitution, etc. All denominations adhering to these errors are marked as the “daughters” of the “Mother of 
Harlots” (Rev. 17:1-5) and as such shall be destroyed from the earth, thus liberating their members, so that in the Kingdom of Christ when the 
truths of the Lord are abroad in the earth, they may then leam righteousness. 
 
Of course, all sincere Christians in the systems of Babylon today should feel prompted to investigate the truths of the Bible, and by so doing they 
should hear the Lord’s call—”Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:1-
5. ) Obedience to this admonition is essential for all who would please the Lord above all else, and desire to have His blessing and guidance into 
all truth. 
 
It is not to be understood that Communism or Socialism, however well intended, could better the conditions in the world. The following quotation 
of some years ago explains this viewpoint.—”Our Socialist friends urge us to join with them, saying ‘We are tired of preaching about what God 
will do by and by; come and join us; be Socialists and do something now.’ We reply that we appreciate the fact that many Socialists are intelligent 



and that many of them are sincere; but in our opinion their wisdom is the wisdom of this world, which, from God’s viewpoint, is foolishness. 
They are not able to bring about the great changes which they desire, and if they could bring them about, they would be unable to maintain those 
changes so long as sin and death reign in this world. What the world needs is what God has provided, a Saviour and a Great One, able to save to 
the uttermost—completely. 
 
“We tell our Socialist friends that we know they will succeed beyond their expectations. Like Samson of old they will pull down the house not 
only upon others, but also upon themselves—There shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation,’ as our Lord Jesus 
foretold.—Matt. 24:21. We should follow the course directed by God’s Word, and urge God’s people everywhere to do the same—to wait upon 
the Lord to bring about the great change of dispensations which He has purposed and promised.” 
 
The comforting thought for the followers of Christ is, that nothing can by any means interfere with their spiritual welfare, so long as they abide in 
Him, and allow His spirit to work in them to will and to do His good pleasure. And for the whole world of mankind the great shaking time shall 
ultimately bring about “the desire of all nations.” in the Kingdom of Christ. (Haggai 2:6, 7. ) 
 
 
 
 
 
The Divine Plan of the Ages. 
 
A new stock of the valuable book “Divine Plan of the Ages” is now available in handy, pocket size. For over 60 years this work has been a means 
of assisting Christians to a clear understanding of the Bible, and is as valuable today as ever. This edition is bound in blue cloth and priced at e/3 
 
 
 
 

Change. 
(Convention Address.) 
 
“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, as by the spirit of the Lord.” (2 Cor. 3:18.) 
 
ONE meaning of the word “change” is, to put one thing in place of another; for instance—”God shall change our vile body (or rather ‘the body of 
our humiliation’ is a better translation) , that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.” (Phil. 3:21. ) “We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed:” (1 Cor. 15:51. ) Another meaning is, a succession of one thing in place of another—a revolution. 
 
The Scriptures speak of the dissolution of this present evil world—the heavens and earth—namely, the religious and social order shall pass 
away.—”They shall perish . . . they all shall wax old like a garment, and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed.” (Heb. 
1:11, 12.) A new religious and social order will take its place. 
 
Do we not see the old order changing? We often hear the remark “This changing world,” don’t we? Has this change come about suddenly or 
gradually? Comparing this present changing period with the past progress of mankind, the change has come suddenly. 
 
It is only about 112 years ago (1837) since Samuel Morse applied for his first patent on the electric telegraph; now it is reported “New Radio 
wings” can speed 2,000 telegrams at once on a single circuit or beam. Thought is transmitted today by wire and wireless, radio, television, etc., 
and still there is more to come. These days it is considered almost impossible to conduct a business without a telephone; it is possible for men and 
women to converse with each other although separated by distances of thousands of miles. In 1930 television made its first appearance; it was 
announced in America recently that television sets will soon be available for all. 
 
Only 150 years ago the first locomotive that would really travel and haul trucks was successfully built, but travel was slow. In those early days of 
invention the public did not take to these new contraptions very enthusiastically. 
 
Some said that railroads were “inventions of the devil, to carry immortal souls down to hell.” Others said “they would not have their bodies hurled 
through the air at 25 miles an hour.” Now there are luxurious 80 mile-an-hour trains and motor cars. The prophet Nahum says—”The chariots 
shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad ways; they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.” 
(Nahum 2:4. ) 
 
Not many years ago when I was a boy in a country school, there was great excitement one day; the teacher hustled us out of school quickly to see 
a motor car going past. Now they are so numerous, we have to hustle to get out of their way, or we will make headlines in the daily paper. 
 
We now witness every day flying machines in the air, and this change in travel has come about very recently. Since the 1914-18 war aerial 
navigation has developed at an amazing pace; only 30 years from that date, the speed ofjet planes has developed, it is reported, faster than sound. 
Earlier this year an American bomber flew around the world in four days, non-stop; it refueled while flying. Now, a plane is perfected which 
could fly around the world without refueling. Along with these inventions and many ethers, we must now add atomic energy with its amazing and 
endless possibilities. These are some of the things which are changing the world. Another one, perhaps the most important, and which probably 
has contributed most in breaking up the old world, the old order, is the printing press—education. Without this, progress along other lines would 
have been slow. It is ,now compulsory that all people must learn to read and write; nations not educated are backward and low in the scale of 
civilization. All this and much more has come upon us within about one century, while little progress was made in the nearly 6,000 years of past 
human history. 
 
What is the meaning of it all ? What purpose will it serve? Why this sudden change? The Scriptures declare that it is the day of God’s preparation. 
(Nahum 2:2, 3.) “At the time of the end many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” (Dan. 12:4. ) Preparation for what? Why 



this increase of knowledge? It is to bring in the new order— the glorious times of restitution, spoken of by all God’s holy prophets. It is the 
preparation for the uplift of mankind, mentally, morally and physically, after the great battle of Armageddon has humbled and prepared mankind 
to desire it. In Isaiah 2:3, 4 the prophet predicts this; from an internal impulse the people will then be eager to learn the ways of the Lord. They 
adopt a resolution—”Come ye, and let us go up . . . to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths .. . They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks.” 
 
But what does this change mean to us who are Christians? The Lord Himself said—”When ye see these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, lift up your heads, for your deliverance draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28. ) Yes, the change of the true, consecrated Church is very near, we think. 
 
While the inventions, knowledge and discontent, implimented by human selfishness, increases in the world in preparation for a change of 
rulership, these things at the same time serve to encourage and strengthen the faith and hope of the Church of God. These things are signs that we 
have arrived at the end of this Age, and that soon every member is to be joined to the Lord of all glory and power —her Bridegroom—for whom 
she has waited long, and kept herself loyal and pure, and separate from the world—from all its pomp and outward show. 
 
Since our consecration to God, as probationary members of His Church, we have experienced changes. First of all our position or standing in the 
sight of God has changed. Previously we were condemned in Adam and were the slaves of sin, but since hearing the Truth, the everlasting Gospel, 
and responding to that message through faith in Christ, a change of mind and desire has come about; we made the decision to carry out God’s will 
in our lives—we consecrated ourselves, all that we had we devoted to Him. God accepted this, and in response He has begotten us through the 
Word of Truth by His holy spirit. 
 
We received a change of raiment; we needed it, for our own righteousness was as filthy rags, Our experience is fittingly stated in Zech. 3:4—
”Take away the filthy garment . . . and I will clothe thee with a change of raiment.” “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord . . . for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he bath covered me with a robe of righteousness.” (Isa. 61;10.) 
 
A further change and development was experienced—our minds gradually became renewed, we looked at every thing from a new standpoint. The 
mind or spirit of Christ gradually developed in us; because of this, the Lord recognized us as New Creatures—old things passed away, all things 
became new. We changed from death to life; we changed for the better and soon began to look for others who had also experienced this same 
change, and desired their company and fellowship. Yes, there have been thousands of persons who have testified to the fact that the Truth of God 
has completely transformed them, giving a new outlook upon life’s experiences—new prospects, new hopes, new aims, new desires, new 
ambitions and new friends. 
 
Previous to this change we were disobedient, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the natural mind. The Apostle Paul writing to the Corinthian 
Christians says—”Such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye’ are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11.) And that describes our experience too, doesn’t it? 
 
Our text states that we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by 
the spirit of the Lord. All the truly consecrated members of the Church are continually changed as they look into the Word of the Lord, as this 
reveals the glory of the Lord— the glorious perfection of the Divine character—and the more we look into it the greater is the desire to be 
transformed into the same character- likeness. Those who are not being thus changed are not of the class the Apostle addresses. • • 
 
As we look into the Word of the Lord, as in a glass, the light is reflected back upon us, and haven’t we often seen this in others who have given 
over their lives to the Lord and have experienced the transforming influence of the Truth; we observe even a change in their countenance, as well 
as in character. 
 
Our object in studying God’s Word to determine His character and plan should be to bring our own hearts and minds into closer fellowship with 
the Lord. Just as the light, and silent, yet powerful influence of the mighty sun breaks the icy bands of winter and promotes growth that has been 
dormant in the winter months, and, quickened by the warm rays of sunshine as spring comes, plant life looks at the sun, the whole face of the 
earth is changed from glory to glory, from one degree of beauty to another—first the germination, then the young shoot, the plant, the bud, then 
the unfolding of its colour and beauty in the face of the sun—so it is in the spiritual world. As we submit to, and allow His light to shine upon our 
hearts, and the warmth of His fellowship to bear upon us, there will surely be a similar transformation in us. And there is only one power that can 
do this—the power of God which emanates from his Word—as our text says, “We are changed from glory to glory, by the spirit of the Lord.” 
 
So great is this power that it has led men and women to die cheerfully for the cause of God in every age of the world. Trials also we shall have; 
the storms of life rage around us. Tranquil, cheerful, peaceful surroundings we experience too, but this latter condition, if continued all through 
the Christian life, would not produce strong characters, or that full assurance of faith or perfect love and obedience which is of such value in the 
sight of God,— ”The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” (1 Pet. 3:4.) 
 
But some one will say, “Yes, I know we are to expect trials, troubles, vexing problems and sorrows, but could not I have these in some other form 
than I am experiencing them ?” But how do we know that the choice of our experiences would be the best and produce the desired results in our 
lives? Better leave it to the One to whom we have committed all other things. How do we know that changing our experiences and trials for 
another’s would demonstrate us as conquerors? There is a poem which illustrates this very well; it is entitled—”The Changed Cross.” In part it 
says: 
 
It was a time of sadness, and my heart, 
Although it knew and loved the better part, 
Felt wearied with the conflict and the strife, 
And all the needful discipline of life. 
Doubting, and almost yielding to despair, 
The thought arose—My cross I cannot bear. 
Far heavier its weight must surely be  
Than those of others which I daily see; 
Oh! if I might another burden choose, 
Methinks I should not fear my crown to lose. 
 
Then the poem goes on at length, representing in a dream how the Master lead this disciple beneath a canopy of love, and there was revealed 



crosses of different sizes, large and small, and there invited the disciple to choose the cross desired. 
 
And one there was most beauteous to behold— 
A little one, with jewels set in gold: 
Ah! this, methought, I can with comfort wear, 
For it will be an easy one to bear. 
 
And so the little cross I quickly took, 
But all at once my frame beneath it shook; 
The sparkling jewels, fair were they to see, 
But far too heavy was their weight for me. 
 
This may not be, I cried, and looked again, 
To see if any here could ease my pain; 
But one by one I passed them slowly by, 
Till on a lovely one I cast mine eye; 
 
Fair flowers around its sculptured form entwined, 
And grace and beauty seemed in it combined; 
Wondering, I gazed, and still I wondered more  
To think so many should have passed it o’er. 
 
But, oh! that form so beautiful to see  
Soon made its hidden sorrows known to me; 
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colours fair: 
Sorrowing, I said, “This cross I may not bear.” 
 
And so it was with each and all around— 
Not one to suit my need could there be found; 
Weeping, I laid each heavy burden down, 
As my Guide gently said, “No cross, no crown !” 
 
“Be not afraid,” He said, “but trust in Me— 
My perfect love shall now be shown to thee.” 
And there, in the prepared, appointed way— 
Listening to hear and ready to obey— 
 
A cross I quickly found of plainest form, 
With only words of love inscribed thereon. 
With thankfulness I raised it from the rest, 
And joyfully acknowledged it the best— 
 
The only one of all the many there  
That I could feel was good for me to bear. 
And while I thus my chosen one confessed, 
I saw a heavenly brightness on it rest; 
 
And as I bent, my burden to sustain, 
I recognized mine own old cross again! 
But, oh! how different did it seem to be, 
Now I had learned its preciousness to see! 
 
No longer could I unbelieving say, 
Perhaps another is a better way. 
Ah, no! henceforth mine own desire shall be  
That He who knows me best should choose for me; 
 
And so whate’er His love sees good to send, 
I’ll trust it’s best, because He knows the end. 
 
 
 
 
 

Do not refuse the employment which the hour brings you for one more ambitious. 
 

—Emerson. 
 

  



“Revelation of Jesus Christ” Vol. 2. 
 
Should any of our friends have a spare copy of the above volume by R. E. Streeter for disposal would they kindly communicate with us, stating 
the condition of the book and price desired. 
 
God’s Promises Come True. 
 
The above is the title of a very good book of Bible Stories for children published by the brethren in U.S.A. Containing 376 pages, comprising 49 
stories, it covers the whole of the Bible in a most interesting and instructive manner. There are six full-page pictures and numerous smaller 
illustrations; also two very good maps and a list of questions for teachers. Well bound in cloth and with gold title this book is supplied at 14/-post 
paid. 
 
“Peace Desired—War Continues.” 
 
The booklets of the above title are now ready. Containing 24 pages, the present world outlook is reviewed, and the only hope for peace set forth in 
the light of God’s Word. The price is 4d. per copy or 3/6 per dozen, post paid, 
 
Bibles Available. 
 
Some very nice Oxford Reference Bibles are now in stock. They are well bound, in Brevier type (good size, dark) on India paper, with maps. Size 
7 x 41 x 1 inches; weight just under 1 lb. Price 52/6, post paid. 
 
Other Bibles available from 16/9. 
 
Cards, Desolation—Restoration. 
 
This poem is now available in post card size, in a variety of colours. Many of our friends will know the very helpful message it contains for the 
bereaved. It is also very useful in conveying the hope of salvation in a general way. It is supplied at 3 for 6d., 1/8 per dozen; or 1/6 per dozen in 3-
dozen lots. 
 
“The Plan of God—in Brief.” 
 
A most helpful explanation of God’s Word, with Chart of the Ages. 104 pages; paper cover. 
 
Explains the following:—The Bible Viewed in the Light of Reason; The Development of the Divine Plan; The Mystery Hid; Our Lord’s Return; 
The Permission of Evil; The Day of Judgment; Ransom and Restitution; Natures Separate and Distinct; The Three Ways; The Kingdoms of This 
World; The Kingdom of God; The Day of Jehovah; Concluding Thoughts. 
 
These books supplied at 1/- per copy, or 6 copies for 5/-; post paid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE, 
 
19 Ermington Place, Kew, E.4, Melbourne. 
 

  



It Repented the Lord. 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created, from the face of the earth.: ’ (Gen. 6:5-7.) 
 
THE question naturally arises, If God is omniscient, knowing the end from the beginning, how could He repent of His course in creating man? 
 
The word repent means:—”To change the MIND, or, COURSE OF CONDUCT on account of regret or dissatisfaction with what has occurred.” 
—Webster. The question then is, Did God change His mind (plan) or His course of conduct? We claim, that knowing the end from the beginning, 
God’s mind could not change, hence it must signify change of conduct. That is, God changed His course of dealing with man because of man’s 
wickedness which grieved Him, but He did not need to change His mind or plans, because these plans had from the very first recognized the 
corrupting and degrading tendency of sin, and provided (in purpose or mind) the Lamb of God—”slain from before the foundation of the world,’ 
as the redemption price. 
 
It is difficult for our finite minds to comprehend this, because for us to change our course of action, usually means to change our minds or plans as 
well —because of our short-sightedness. To comprehend Omniscience and Omnipotence is as difficult as to comprehend eternity or the infinitude 
of space. But what no one can fully comprehend, we as God’s children, may at least apprehend by faith guided by His revelation to us. To those 
whose eyes are anointed with eyesalve (Rev. 3:18) , the prophetic statements of God’s Word, both in the Old and New Testament in their 
fulfilments, now discernible, give ample proof that God does know the end from the beginning; that He changes not from His original purpose. 
(Mal. 3:6; Isa. 14:27.) God’s plans were perfect before they began to be executed; hence all the changes of God’s course or conduct are working 
out the accomplishment of His original purpose which contemplated these very changes. 
 
Those who recognize the gradual development of God’s original plan, can see clearly that the various changes in His course, or dealings, as 
displayed in the Jewish, Gospel and Millennial ages, do not at all indicate so many changes of His mind or plan, though they are doubtless so 
misunderstood by many. Is it asked, Why then is it so expressed as to give the impression that because God’s heart was grieved by reason of 
man’s wickedness, His mind as well as His action changed? We answer, This matter is stated in a manner suited to convey to the general reader as 
much as he is able to comprehend of God’s reasons for the change. God was very much grieved and displeased by man’s rapid progress in 
wickedness; that instead of loathing his sinful and fallen condition and looking to God for relief, he took pleasure in still further degrading 
himself; and God, according to His original purpose, changed the course of His dealings and ended that age by blotting out of existence, for a 
time, those who were so unworthy, that their gross depravity should not interfere in the further development of His plan.* Thus also when God 
sneaks of the sun’s rising and setting, it is not that He did not know that it is the earth’s instead of the sun’s motion that produces day and night, 
but because He addresses Himself to men according to their comprehension. 
 
It was then and still is, impossible, for the fallen natural man to clearly appreciate and realise these matters; and God’s purpose seems to be to 
prove to man the Omniscience as well as the Justice and Love of his Creator, rather than to tell him of them. 
 
*Under the strict discipline of the Millennium, those who then would not even attempt righteousness, will be compelled to conform to it and to 
taste of its advantages over sin and its results, so that if they will they may choose life and live.
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