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Resurrection For All

(Convention Address)

The subject of the resurrection is a basic and fundamental one which most are very familiar with. Neverthe-
less, it is good to be reminded of such things, as the apostle tells us in 2 Peter 1:12,13. This is not only for our
own sakes, but so that we may give a ready answer to others.

Some today who do not understand the wideness of God’s mercy insist that there is not to be a resurrection
for all - not for those who are really wicked, those destroyed in the flood or in Sodom and Gomorrha, or for
those killed in the great time of trouble which is to come upon the world in Armageddon. They say also that
there is no hope for father Adam. How do we answer these things? Any doctrine we hold must first be scrip-
tural, it must also be logical and reasonable. It must bring honour and glory to our great Creator and show
Him to be just what the Scriptures say He is, a God of love.

Is there to be a resurrection for all? Those whom God has called now, the members of the true church, have
already in this life received a resurrection, not a literal one but a figurative one. Romans 6:3,4 says “know ye
not that so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were baptised into His death; therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.” When we go down into the waters of baptism to symbolise our
consecration, what a beautiful picture it is of going down into death and being raised up again into life. We
have already passed from death unto life, as our Lord said in John 5:24 “ verily, verily I say unto you he that
heareth my word and believeth on Him that sent me hath everlasting life and shall not come into condemna-
tion, but has passed from death unto life.” Our Heavenly Father views us very differently from the rest of
mankind, we already have life, we are no longer under the Adamic death sentence which still rests at the pre-
sent time on the unbelieving world. This life that we have is provisional. Throughout our earthly sojourn we
are being tested and tried. As Jesus said “ be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.” This
is the crown of eternal, immortal life. This is our day of judgement, we are not to receive a further opportu-
nity in the next age, that is the world’s day of judgement. We have already come under the provisions of the
ransom. This lifetime is our opportunity for eternal salvation.

Is there to be a resurrection for all? Yes, in the fullness of time, all will come under the provisions of the
ransom, be saved from the Adamic death sentence and be granted a full trial for everlasting life. This is the
thought in 1 Timothy 2:3-4 which tells us “God will have all men to be saved and come unto the knowledge of
the truth.” None can receive eternal salvation without first coming to a knowledge of the truth. So this passage
means saved in the same way we are saved at the present time, saved from the Adamic death sentence. The
Greek word here translated “knowledge” has the meaning of “accurate knowledge”. In God’s due time all are
to come unto an accurate knowledge of the truth and be fully enlightened.

The scriptures indicate that there could be some who will not receive a literal resurrection, those who have
been called and fully enlightened, have come under the provisions of the ransom and later deliberately and
wilfully turned their backs on the Saviour and rejected the only way provided by our Heavenly Father. As we
read in Hebrews 6:4-6, “for it is impossible for those who were once enlightened and have tasted the heav-
enly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers
of the world to come, if they should fall away to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh and put Him to an open shame”. It is not that God has rejected these, quite
the opposite, they have rejected Him and the gracious provisions He has made for them, and they are quite
unrepentant. As the scripture says, “it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance.” We would hope
that there would be few of this class.

Life on whatever plane of existence is a priceless gift which our Heavenly Father gives freely, but He does



not force it upon any. Those who accept must do so upon His terms, namely, acceptance of Jesus as their Ran-
somer and obedience to God, We must do our Heavenly Father’s will. This has all been made clear to us now,
in the next age it will be made clear to all mankind. Many find it hard to understand why the world in general
is not on trial now, why they are not being judged for their actions. There is a very simple answer, that is, ac-
countability. How accountable are they? Only those who are fully enlightened are fully accountable.

We think of the case of Jonah who was sent to preach to Nineveh. When the Ninevites repented and God
did not destroy them, Jonah was most upset and displeased with God. We find God’s reply in Jonah 4:11,
“and should not I spare Nineveh that great city wherein are more than six score thousand persons that cannot
discern between their right hand and their left hand and also much cattle.” This is true of the world today as
far as spiritual things are concerned, they cannot discern between their right hand and their left. The sparing
of Ninevah seems to typify the salvation that is coming to the world in the next age. Jonah, in this illustration,
would picture a class that is not very pleased with the thought non-Christians of this age will receive an oppor-
tunity in the next. But we rejoice that God’s plan is one of universal opportunity for salvation, for the church
in the present age, those whom God is calling and drawing to Jesus, and for the remainder of mankind in the
next age.

Heb 6:4-6 makes it very clear that the unbelieving world is not on trial at present. We are given there a list
of things that must occur before they are placed on trial, before there is any possibility of their coming un-
der the ultimate penalty. Firstly, they must have been once enlightened, that is, fully enlightened as to all the
details of the divine plan. Then it says, “and, have tasted of the heavenly gift”, that is understood the call and
purpose of the church, the exceeding great and precious promises that are ours. The passage goes on, “and
were made partakers of the Holy Spirit”. This narrows it down to those whom God calls and draws to Jesus.
Those who accept that call, and only those, are made partakers of the Holy Spirit. The portion ends, “and
have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to come.” It is crystal clear that at the present
time God is not dealing with or judging those he has not called and enlightened. That is why there is to be a
resurrection for these in the next age, that is their day of judgement and testing. As Jesus said in John 12:47-
48, “if any man hear my words and believe not, | judge him not, for I came not to judge the world but to save
the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him, the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” This confirms again that those who do not believe, those
who are unenlightened, are not being judged now but will be judged in the last day, the 1000 year millenial
day. They will be judged by the words of Jesus which, as our Lord said, were not His own words but God’s
words. These will then taste of the good word of God, come to understand it, and have to conform their lives
to the righteous principles contained therein, if they wish to obtain everlasting life on earth.

We have further confirmation of this in Romans 11:31-32, “even so have these also now not believed that
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy, for God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might
have mercy upon all”. This passage is speaking of the nation of Israel but the same principle applies to both
Jew and Gentile. Even though they might have failed miserably in this life to come up to the divine standard,
if they did so in unbelief, God can show mercy to them in the next age. This is just the opposite to the belief of
many, who say God will have no mercy on those who do not believe in the present life.

No one of course can receive eternal salvation in unbelief. When these who are now in unbelief come back
in the resurrection, they will then believe on Jesus Christ and the value of his ransom sacrifice will be applied
for them. During the gospel age, God is selecting those who are rich in faith, accept His word, and are pre-
pared to believe without seeing the actual evidence with their own eyes. In the next age it will not be a matter
of faith to the same extent as it is today. Who can fail to believe, when they see the glory and power of God
displayed by the resurrection, when they themselves, their friends, their relations, are brought back from the
grave?

Some say “if there is to be a resurrection for all regardless of how they behaved at the present time, why
bother to consecrate our lives to God and walk in the narrow way of self sacrifice? Why not live now for
our own enjoyment, eat, drink and be merry and wait for our opportunity in the next life?” There are several
answers to that question. Firstly, today is the only day of salvation for joint heirship with Christ as a member
of His Bride. We are called to something that is very special, not just an ordinary calling, but as the scriptures
describe it, “a high calling”, and a “so great salvation”. We are called to be part of God’s own family, the di-
vine family on His plane of existence, immortality. Not that we have any desire for honour or preeminence but
we know this is what God has called us to, this is what God wants for us. So to be pleasing to our Heavenly
Father we strive to be worthy to have part in the first resurrection as a member of his own Heavenly family,
His spiritual children. Nevertheless our attitude should be that we will be happy and content with whatever
position we are allocated. As the Psalmist says, even if it is only a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord. The
motivating factor in running in the race for the prize of the high calling should be one of service, that is what
we have been called to, at the present time especially service to the brethren, in the next age to all of God’s
family on the earthly plane. Also we receive a blessing at the present time, as our Master said in Mark 10:30



“ye shall receive a hundred fold now in this time”. We have the joy of fellowship with our brethren, a fuller
and richer life, and the peace of mind that the knowledge of God’s plan brings, especially in the difficult days
that we live in.

For another answer to the question, as to why become a disciple of Jesus now, let us look at Revelation 20:6.
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection; on such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” Look at that one little
sentence “on such the second death hath no power.” In John 5:29, our Lord indicates that two classes are com-
ing forth in the resurrection, one to a resurrection of life, the other to a resurrection of judgement. The class
mentioned in Revelation 20:6 upon whom the second death has no power, are those who receive the resur-
rection to life. What a wonderful blessing! This alone is sufficient reason to become a disciple of our Master
now. What a joy when we awake on resurrection morning to know that we have life in the full sense of the
word, life that will not be taken away from us again; to know that our period of test and trial is over. This is in
contrast to those who have part in the later resurrection, the resurrection to judgement. When they awake, their
period of testing and trying is just beginning and it seems that it may not be fully complete until the thousand
years are over, and Satan’s little season of release is finished.

We have been looking at the logic of why the world is not on trial for life or death at the present time. We
saw one reason is that they have not been enlightened by receiving the Holy Spirit. Another very basic reason
is that they are already under a death sentence, the Adamic death sentence. This is what our Lord meant when
He said, “let the dead bury the dead.” There are two classes of people in the world, those who have life, the
true church, only these yet come under the provisions of the ransom. As- it says in Hebrews 9:24, “Jesus has
appeared in the presence of God for us,” i.e. the Church. The value of His ransom sacrifice has been applied to
these, so they have been released from the Adamic death sentence. The world must also be released from this
death sentence, before they can be placed on trial. The church must be completed before this occurs, then the
value of the ransom will be applied to the remainder of mankind, and their trial for life begin.

The understanding that the unbelieving world cannot die eternal death at present is very strongly implied in
the term “second death”. Right from Adam’s day until now, all have died in Adam, which is the first death, so
no one can become subject to second death until released from first death, the Adamic death. Can we not see
how reasonable our gracious Heavenly Father’s plan is in giving all these a resurrection and opportunity for
everlasting life in the next age. Not only is it reasonable but it is scriptural as we have already seen.

A very clear statement is that of our Lord in John 5:28,29, already referred to. “Marvel not at this for the
hour is coming in which all that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall come forth, they that have done
good unto the resurrection of life, they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgement”. Many seem
to feel that God cannot be this kind and merciful and that they must find some way of changing this passage.
There can be no exceptions to this statement that “all in their graves are to come forth”, apart from those
already mentioned, who have had a full opportunity, have been spirit begotten and have later deliberately
rejected Jesus as their Saviour. This may seem at variance with the statement before us that all in their graves
are to come forth, but we are not always given all the truth in any one place, we find a little here, a little there.
We formulate a doctrine on the basis of the scriptures as a whole. We harmonise scripture with scripture, we
modify one scripture with another. (e.g. Matt. 21:22 with 1 John 5:14)

So we read John 5:28 in conjunction with the scriptures as a whole. Nowhere in the scriptures are we told of
any other class that will not come forth in the resurrection, so to say that those drowned in the flood, those de-
stroyed in Sodom and Gomorrha, those who die in the time of trouble, are not to receive a resurrection has no
scriptural backing. We could term this a man-made doctrine. In fact, the scriptures indicate that the people of
Sodom and Gomorrha will come back in the resurrection, (Mark 6:11, Matthew 10:15, Ezekiel 16:53.) Some
have insisted that not all the dead are meant in John 5:28,29, but only those that God has in His memory. This
thought is based on the fact that the Greek word translated “grave” literally means “memorial tomb”. The
Greek word concerned is translated - grave 8 times, sepulchre 28 times, tomb 5 times. It seems clear that no
such thought of God’s memory is intended. This is simply the regular word of that day denoting a grave. For
example in Mark 5:1-3, we have the account of the man with the unclean spirit who made his dwelling among
the tombs. This is the same word again. It is plain that it applies to all in the graves, regardless of who was
buried there. Vines dictionary says of this word that “it primarily denotes a memorial, also a monument, any-
thing done to preserve the memory of things or persons. Among the Hebrews, it was generally a cavern closed
by a door or stone, often decorated”. Obviously this was done to preserve the memory of a loved one, just
as we erect a tombstone or a plaque today. Clearly, the term “memorial tomb” has nothing to do with God’s
memory but human memory of departed loved ones.

The apostle Paul, in Acts 24:15, confirms once again the resurrection of two classes. He says “and have
hope towards God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and the unjust”, meaning believers who have been justified and unbelievers who have not been justified.



Paul said this is the hope he has; he obviously means hope for both classes, not only for the just. And we could
consider other such scriptures as Heb. 2:9 “that He (Jesus) by the grace of God should taste death for every
man,” and John 1:9 “this (Jesus) was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”

Many say, yes we accept that life is offered to all, to any who become believers and accept Jesus, but they
must do so in this life. We can answer with such texts as 1 Timothy 4:10 which tells us that God is *“ the
Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.” This text is very plain because it contrasts the two classes.
True, in the present age, God’s special interest is in believers, but He is the Saviour of all men not just those
who believe at the present time. As we read in 1 John 2:2, “He is the propitiation of our sins, and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” He is the propitiation at the present time for the Church’s sins,
but in addition to this, for the whole unbelieving world in the next age.

Those who say that there is no hope for father Adam do not fully understand the workings of the ransom.
While Jesus tasted death for all mankind, he did not die for each person individually, but for Adam, thereby
redeeming all in Adam. As we are told in 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, “for since by man came death, by man came
also the resurrection of the dead, for as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The all that
are made alive in Christ are the same all that die in Adam i.e. all mankind. Romans 5:14 shows that Adam was
a type of Jesus, and in 1 Corinthians 15:45, Jesus is described as “the last Adam”. In 1 Timothy 2:6, we are
told that Jesus gave Himself a ransom for all. The Greek word here translated “ransom” means corresponding
price. Adam was a perfect man before he sinned, the perfect man Jesus was the corresponding price, hence He
is described as the last Adam. How could the first Adam not benefit from the provisions of the ransom when
it was exactly a corresponding price for him? Had Adam not sinned, he would have been the life giver and
father of all mankind, but since he did sin, the second or last Adam took his place and became their life giver
and father. This is the thought in Isaiah 9:6, where Jesus is described as the “everlasting father”. Some transla-
tions render this passage the “father of the age to come.” What a beautiful thought that is, the father of the age
to come! Surely the resurrection and opportunity for all is one of the things that attracted us to the truth. This
doctrine above all others displays our gracious Heavenly Father’s true character and His love for all His hu-
man family. (JGT: 1993)

“O the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judge-
ments and His ways past finding out! or who has known the mind of the Lord? or who has been His counsel-
lor? or who has first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto Him again? For of Him, and through Him,
and to Him, are all things to whom be glory forever. Amen” (Rom:11:33-36)

“If God seems far away, guess who has moved.” (Wayside Pulpit).

Daniel, The Beloved

(Convention Address)

DANIEL is certainly one of the great figures of the Old Testament. Like Joseph, he rose to a position of high
authority in an alien land and served with great distinction. He is spoken of three times as a man greatly be-
loved of God and a review of his life, his piety and his utter consistency of character clearly show why he was
so highly esteemed and much used by God.

Outside of the book which bears his name, little is known of Daniel. Interestingly, he is mentioned by Eze-
kiel, an approximate contemporary, as a standard of righteousness, along with Noah and Job, and of wisdom.
He is not recorded by name among the illustrious band of faithful ones in Hebrews 11, but would certainly
be among “the prophets, who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions.” Heb.11:33.

His lifetime spans the whole of the Jewish captivity in Babylon, where Daniel was taken, with other hos-
tages, on the orders of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, after he had taken Jerusalem and subjugated Jehoia-
kim, king of Judah. Some indication of Daniel’s background is probably to be gained from Dan.1:3,4, where it
states that Nebuchadnezzar directed that the hostages be taken from those of noble birth, skilful, well-educated
and able to conduct themselves in a royal court.

Considering the long period of Daniel’s stay and service in Babylon, he must have been quite young at the
time of his being taken there, and historians and scholars suggest that he would have been only about 16 or 18
years of age at that time. He was nevertheless evidently already well informed not only in secular subjects but
also in the religion of the true God of Israel. This becomes apparent quite early in his determination not to be
defiled with the foods provided for the hostages but even in this matter to serve God.

The earliest years of Daniel’s life woad have been spent under the reign of Josiah, one of the good and
faithful kings of Judah. The record of his reign reads, in brief - “he did that which was right in the sight of the



Lord, and walked in all the way of David, his father, and turned not aside to the right hand nor to the left.”

2 Kings 22:2. He saw how the nobles and people of Judah had so grievously departed from God’s ways and
sought earnestly to restore true worship, so that it was said that “like unto him was there no king before him,
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might - neither after him arose
there any like him.” 2 Kings 23:2.

Despite all Josiah’s endeavours during his 31 years reign, however, the nation soon lapsed back under his
son, who reigned only 3 months before being deposed by Pharaoh-Nechoh, king of Egypt, who installed
Jehoiakim as his vassal king over Judah. Only 3 years later, Nebuchadnezzar came up against Jerusalem, as
already seen. All this happened within 4 years of Josiah’s death, in fulfilment of earlier propheclies, of Isaiah
to King Hezekiah, as recorded in Isa.39:6,7 and of Jeremiah in Jer.25:11.

The early formative years of Daniel’s life would have therefore been spent during the latter years of the
good king Josiah. If as seems probable Daniel was of noble birth, he would no doubt have thus become
acquainted with the ideals and endeavours of Josiah. For it was during his reign that the book of the law had
been re-discovered in the house of Jehovah, and in this Josiah read the warnings against the waywardness and
disobedience of his people. This he sought valiantly to turn round, but alas without any lasting success.

It was accordingly only a few years after Josiah’s death that Daniel and all the other hostages were taken
into the Babylonian court and the account given in the book of Daniel begins to unfold. Three other young
men among the captives are also brought to our attention; these were also possessed of remarkable faith in the
power of their God and their testimony under trial (Dan.3:17,18) stands as their monument and as a challenge
to the Lord’s people of every age - “If it be so, our God is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and He will deliver us out of thine hand, O king, but if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image thou hast set up.” Our God is able, but if not!”” What faith is
there.

In passing, the meanings of the names of the four young men are interesting and suggestive of Godly parent-
age:

Daniel “God is my judge.”
Hananiah “God is gracious.”
Mishael “This is as God.”
Azariah “God is a helper.”

It is no doubt significant that these names were very soon changed in the Babylonian courts. Whose is the
name we bear, as Christians? Do we always honour it as we might, for our Lord is also able?

For us, being invited to partake of the food and drink provided in the royal court would probably not present
any very great problem, though most Christians would generally favour a simpler diet. But for a pious Jew,
the law made specific provision as to what was clean and permissible and needed to be observed carefully as
an act of obedience and as a mark of separateness from other nations. To avoid partaking in Daniel’s circum-
stances would present a problem in the ordinary course, but we read that “God had brought Daniel into favour
and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.” Dan.1:9. As a result, the young Hebrews were allowed to
adhere to their preferred vegetarian diet, which had proved superior.

For the Lord’s people of every age, there is a need of separateness, and for great care over the nourishment
we take in. In place of the world’s delicacies and delights, our Heavenly Father has provided in His dear Son,
the pure Water of Life and the Bread of Life for our sustenance. For the young in Christ, He has given the
pure milk of His word and for the more mature the meat of the word for our growth and development. As the
hymn-writer puts it - “My table is furnished with bounty so free, My soul on Thy word is well fed.” This is
better fare than in any earthly royal court.

Already the character of Daniel, under the hand of the Lord, was becoming evident and had made an im-
pression on the master set over him. We are warned in the New Testament to beware when all speak well of
us; this may well indicate too close identification with the worldly and failure to stand up for our faith. But at
the same time our behaviour, our demeanour, should always be such as to command at least the respect of rea-
sonable people and we read of Jesus in His early years that He “increased in wisdom and stature and in favour
with God and man.” This is of course the right order - God first.

Because of their faithfulness, God gave all four young men knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom,
but Daniel was also given understanding in all visions and dreams. Much of the book of Daniel, from Chapter
2 on, is taken up with accounts of these means of prophecy and these reach right down to our own day and
even beyond. It has been said that the book of Daniel not only preserves links in the chain of world history but
also provides vital keys to interpretation of all prophecy, including the final book of our Bible - the Revelation



of Jesus Christ, given through the beloved apostle John.

We might indeed see a character link between Daniel, the man greatly beloved of Jehovah and the beloved
apostle of our Lord, whose visions recorded in Revelations and given some seven centuries after those of
Daniel are, as it were, a continuation and fuller development of them. Both men greatly loved God and were
greatly loved for their faithfulness, both were used to bring messages to God’s people, not only of immedi-
ate local significance and encouragement but of universal and dispensational importance. Both lived to a very
great age, both were given final messages of personal assurance.

After a training period of three years, Daniel and his companions were brought to stand before the king but
very soon a test of faith was to come upon them. The king had had a most disturbing dream but could not
recall it. So he asked his local wise men to tell him what it was and what it meant. Not surprisingly none could
and the king ordered all his counsellors, including the four Hebrews, to be put to death. But Daniel and his
companions prayed and we read that God answered and further that Daniel blessed the God of heaven for that
answer. Thankfulness to our Heavenly Father not only for specially answered prayer but for His daily care
- how important it is.

The vision itself, we are now all familiar with - a great image of a man, with head of gold, breast and arms
of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron and feet of part iron and part clay. But even more significant
for us - a stone cut out of a mountain, not by human means, that smote the image on the feet and brought the
whole image down and itself, that is the stone, became a great mountain filling the whole earth. What a truly
remarkable panorama of world history there is in what God made known to Daniel, bringing us right down to
the final setting up of God’s kingdom.

We might think it strange that such a far-reaching vision or dream should be given to a heathen king and in
keeping with his times no doubt a rather despotic one. But it did have an influence on Nebuchadnezzar even
at that time for he had to acknowledge that Daniel’s God was a God of gods and a Lord of kings. So he set
Daniel and his companions over the affairs of his kingdom, with Daniel himself in the presence of the king,
who was himself pictured in the image’s head of gold. But of what far greater blessing and enlightenment has
the dream and its interpretation been to God’s people particularly in these last days, when we see the signs of
the nearness of the setting up of that great stone kingdom of God.

For we, who live in these last days, have as it were an unbroken link with Daniel the prophet greatly beloved
of God, who lived and prophesied so long ago in that first world empire period pictured in the head of gold.
We clearly are living in the days of the ten toes kingdoms, when the marvellous stone of no human devising
will shortly cast down and replace all the kingdoms that have gone before. John writes in Rev.11-15 -"the
seventh angel sounded, and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.” How sorely that everlasting
kingdom of peace and righteousness is needed today.

For the revealing of the dream and interpretation to the king, Daniel took no credit to himself - “this secret is
not revealed to me of any wisdom that I have more than anyone else”; rather he gave thanks: “blessed be the
name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom and might are His. “Any service that we can render for our Lord
or for His people is a gracious privilege and no cause for pride for “what have we, that we did not receive?”
“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 1
Cor.4:7, 2 Cor.4;5. This is the true perspective of all God’s servants and was the spirit of Daniel.

After Nebuchadnezzar’s death, the kingdom under Belshazzar soon fell to Darius the Mede, who set over
the kingdom three presidents answerable to himself. Of these, Daniel was first in rank, indicating that Darius
also recognised the skills and qualities of Daniel, the testimony to him being that “an excellent spirit was
in him.” This soon provoked envy among the other presidents and the 120 princes set under them and they
sought to find fault or error with Daniel but could not do so.

Their final conclusion was - “we shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against
him concerning the law of his God.” Dan.6:5. Though not meant that way, what a wonderful testimony to
Daniel’s conduct and consistency of life this was. It sets the standard for the people of God in every age.
Daniel’s life was open for all to see, yet his detractors could find nothing to accuse him of. While evidently
continuing to maintain his own religious duties, his attendance upon the king’s business was complete and
loyal. Yet all the time his heart was with God’s chosen people, as we see later in the account.

The Lord’s people are always to be peaceable, law-abiding, diligent and conscientious, seeking to comply
not only with the letter but also the spirit of the laws under which they live and which in turn protect them to
at least some extent. The only limitation is that which led Peter and John to proclaim - “we ought to obey God
rather than men” - when they were ordered to cease preaching the gospel. So it was with Daniel, who was
confronted by the statute which the king had been deceived into signing - “that whosoever shall ask a petition
of any god or man for thirty days, save of thee (the king himself), shall be cast into the den of lions.” No doubt



the king’s vanity had been appealed to.

The conspirators had well read Daniel’s character, and we are not surprised to read - “now when Daniel
knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees, three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did
aforetime.” Dan.6:10. In those days, observance of religious duties was more open and the structure of dwell-
ings would have added to this, making Daniel’s actions very obvious.

It has been suggested that Daniel may have been able to comply with some lesser requirement, such as
praying less openly but there could be no compromise for Daniel nor can there be for any of the Lord’s people
in the matter of the One they are to worship. Unlike other nations, Israel’s law was very clear - “the Lord our
God is one Lord” and “thou shalt have no other gods before me (Jehovah) thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them or serve them.” So Daniel continued his habit and pattern of prayer “as he did aforetime”.
While he did nothing extra to provoke trouble, his loyalty to the one true God of his people did not falter.

It is unfortunately possible for Christian people to bring trouble upon themselves needlessly and there is no
credit with God in suffering for folly or wrongdoing. The Christian standard, as it no doubt was for Daniel
too, is - “as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all”.... “be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil
with good”.... “render to all their dues.” To suffer for righteousness’ sake is praiseworthy in God’s sight and
Daniel’s faithfulness and stedfastness were wonderfully rewarded by God, as we read in Dan.6:19-23.

Even Darius, who quickly realised that he had been deceived, sought by every means to save Daniel from
the lions, and when he could not, he spent a sleepless night, concerned for this man whose noble qualities of
character, so different from those of his other counsellors, he had come to appreciate. But God still had further
work for Daniel and we read - “so this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.” Dan.6:28. Daniel indeed lived on to a great age, his final vision being received when he would have
been nearly 90 years of age.

But before this, further visions were given to him concerning the four great world empires that would
ultimately be overcome by the all-consuming kingdom of God, and of events that would occur during those
periods. Through it all, we cannot fail to note his deep love and concern for his own people. Though a faith-
ful servant of the powers that be in Babylon, his heart was at all times with his people in their captivity and
we read in Dan.9:2 - “in the first year of his (Darius’) reign, I Daniel understood by books the number of the
years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish 70 years in the
destruction of Jerusalem.”

As a true patriot and as a worshipper of Jehovah, Daniel felt great sorrow over the nation’s punishment at
His hands and so he besought God that, now the 70 years foretold had come to an end, the nation’s return
might be no longer deferred. What a wonderful response Daniel received through the angel Gabriel — “at the
beginning of thy supplications, the commandment came forth and I am come to show thee, for thou art greatly
beloved.” Dan.9:23. Still today, our Heavenly Father knows before we ask the desires and intents of our hearts
and waits ready to answer and bless the prayer of faith that first and foremost seeks to know His will.

As well as the assurance of his prayer being answered, Daniel was also given a remarkable prophecy of
events that would affect his people right down to the time of Messiah the Prince. Students of the Bible are
agreed on the accuracy of this prediction of Messiah’s advent at the end of the 69th week or 483 years taking
a week to represent 7 years, and the further prophecy of the nation and temple being left desolate. But this
grim picture, as far as Israel was concerned, was not left as God’s last word to the greatly beloved Daniel - he
was assured that at the time of the end and after great trouble, Michael (Who is as God), the great Prince who
“standeth for the children of thy people” would come and that “at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.” Dan.12:1.

God’s closing words to Daniel furthermore speak of the resurrection to everlasting life being given to those
found worthy, of the “wise” shining as the stars and leading many to turn to righteousness. How these as-
surances to Daniel remind us of our Lord’s words in Matt.13:43 - “then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father” - and of the grand times of restoration or restitution spoken of by Peter.
Though no doubt much comforted by the assurances given to him, Daniel was not granted full understanding
of them; rather he was told to “shut up the words and seal the book even to the time of the end; many shall run
to and fro knowledge shall be increased.”

The personal promise to this man beloved of God concludes the record — “go thou thy way till the end be,
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” Dan.12:13. Daniel heard the words of the Lord
but was not given to fully understand, as was the case with all the prophets of old, who wrote as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit prophesying of the grace that should come upon the gospel age heirs of salvation
and testifying of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow. Meantime, Daniel was to rest in the
sleep of death, awaiting that “better resurrection” which the faithful ones of old all looked forward to.



In many ways, the prophecies of Daniel provide the key to the understanding of Bible prophecy in general.
How all-embracing they are! They cover an outline of world history, the first and second advents of Jesus, his
rejection and the casting off of Israel, later their restoration under Michael their Prince, and the resurrection
and restoration of the “many” of mankind. How wonderfully was this saint of God used! Over 2500 years
later, we rejoice to see what he heard in secret becoming plain and the signs of the soon fulfilment of the glori-
ous things foretold.

One commentator has said that “Daniel’s undeviating integrity as a worshipper of the one God in an alien,
dissolute society, as first minister in the first of the world empires, gives him a place among the highest and
holiest the world has seen.

To be used by God, even in smaller ways, requires that the child of God be separate from the world, single-
minded in faith and devotion to His service, of humble mind, diligent in searching the scriptures, instant in
prayer. In all these ways, Daniel stands out as a shining example. When he stands in his lot at the end of the
days, what a wonderful guide and standard he will be to the world of mankind, along with all the faithful of
old times! These were not offered a heavenly reward, but we are told that they looked for a city which has
foundations whose maker and builder is God. How well Daniel will be equipped for service in that everlasting
kingdom!

The same faithfulness, as that of Daniel, is required of us who have been blessed with a heavenly calling.
May each of us, in our day, stand as Daniel did for truth and righteousness. (DS: 1992)

Dare to be a Daniel,
Dare to stand alone,
Dare to have a purpose true -

Dare to make it known.



	1990pp
	1990
	November - December 1990
	The Long-A waited Kingdom
	THE COMING KING
	THE ANOINTING
	THE KING’S INHERITANCE
	THE KINGDOM PREACHED
	KINGDOM PARABLES
	THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
	THE KINGDOM ESTABLISHED
	KINGDOM BLESSINGS

	“Unto You Is Born—A Saviour (Luke 2:11)
	Two Men Went up to Pray
	Divine Detours (A Testimony)
	And Where is Now My Hope?
	Come to Bethlehem
	We Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.



	1991pp
	1991
	March - April
	The Promise of the Spirit
	ABRAM’S WALK OF FAITH
	SEPARATION OCCURS
	THE MAKING OF A COVENANT
	ABRAHAM’S TESTS CONTINUE

	The Cup of Blessing (A Memorial Meditation)
	To Know He Knows (POEM)
	Joshua - HIS PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE
	HIS EARLY ACHIEVEMENTS
	HIS CHARACTER AND FITNESS

	“Giving All Diligence”

	November - December
	Ransom and Restitution
	Christ A Ransom for All.
	“Tasted Death for Every Man.”
	Salvation by a Resurrection
	“To Be Testified in Due Time.”
	“Christ Died for Our Sins”
	Heavenly Reward
	“None Other Name”

	A Cloud of Witnesses
	Entering Into Rest
	What Then Is This Rest?
	The Rest Of Faith
	Our Rest

	The Angels’ Song (POEM)



	1992pp
	1992
	Volume 75 No.1 MELBOURNE, JAN/FEB, 1992
	Think on These Things (Phil. 4:8)
	A New Year Prayer
	Precious Promises
	A Peculiar People

	Volume 75 No.2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL, 1992
	Fellowship One With Another
	“In Remembrance of Me.”
	A Purchased People
	Matthew the Publican

	Volume 75 No.3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE, 1992
	Hope
	Parting of the Red Sea
	The Whole Armour
	Out of the Abundance of the Heart
	I Will Abide With Thee

	Volume 75 No.4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST, 1992
	Looking Unto Jesus
	Justification, Sanctification, Redemption
	Provoking To Love
	Timothy, A Good Minister Of Jesus Christ

	Volume 75 No.5 MELBOURNE, SEPT./OCT., 1992
	Seek Ye First the Kingdom
	Watchfulness and Obedience
	Estimating Costs
	Timothy, A Good Minister of Jesus Christ

	Volume 75 No.6 MELBOURNE, NOV./DEC., 1992
	The Mystery Of His Will
	The First 75 Years
	Christlikeness - The Evidence of Sonship
	Unto You Is Born a Saviour
	Pure In Heart



	1993pp
	1993
	Volume 76 No.1 MELBOURNE, JAN./FEB., 1993
	The King’s Template
	Blessed Bible
	Standing At The Portal
	The King In His Beauty
	Stephen — Preacher and Martyr

	Volume 76 No. 2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL, 1993
	Christ in You, the Hope of Glory
	The Shepherd’s Psalm
	Crucified & Risen
	Master, Speak!

	Volume 76 No. 3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE, 1993
	Resurrection For All
	Daniel, The Beloved

	Volume 76 No. 4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST, 1993
	Patient Endurance
	Our Father, which art in Heaven. . . Matthew 6:9
	Alone With Christ
	Last of all He was seen of me also (1 Cor. 15:8)
	Fear Not, Little Flock
	Repentance

	Volume 76 No. 5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER,1993
	Qualified for the Kingdom
	Be still and know that I am God
	The Will of God
	Morning Request
	A Sanctified People
	This Day Is Thine
	A Personal Testimony

	Volume 76 No. 6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER, 1993
	The Greatest of These Is Love
	Who is sufficient
	LOVE’S NEGATIVES
	Love of Jesus
	Kingdom Prospects
	Jesus Only
	Good Tidings of Great Joy



	1994pp
	1994
	Volume 77 No. 1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY,1994
	A New Year Greeting
	They Had Been With Jesus
	The Lord’s Requirements
	Thou Knowest Lord
	All He asks
	Underneath are the Everlasting Arms

	Volume 77 No. 2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL, 1994
	The Memorial Supper
	The Lord’s Table
	Walk as Children of Light
	Memorial, 1994
	The Earth At Rest
	“The Lord is Risen”
	Risen Indeed
	The Waters of Shiloah
	God’s own Peace
	Journeying Homeward

	Volume 77 No. 3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE, 1994
	Sowing and Reaping
	But God
	Hymns and Spiritual Songs
	Baptised into Christ
	Pass it on
	True Indeed

	Volume 77 No. 4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST, 1994
	The High Priest of Our Profession
	I Can Trust
	To be a Pilgrim
	Divine Protection - Psalm 4
	The Gospel Hope for Young and Old
	Rejoicing in the Lord
	Be Patient Until (James. 5:7, 8)

	Volume 77 No. 5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER,1994
	Seeking a Bride
	Thou Shalt Remember
	Christ Enthroned Within
	Caleb - Lifetime Devotion
	Rich in Mercy
	Under His Wings (Psa.91:4)

	Volume 77 No. 6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER1994
	Christ in You - Colossians 1:27
	Good Tidings of Great Joy
	The Story of Jesus
	“We Would See Jesus”
	The Glory of God
	Thy Word is True
	Rest in the Lord
	My Neighbour’s Bible
	Rest in the Lord



	1995pp
	1995
	Volume 78 No. 1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY1995
	Behold the Lamb of God
	Searching the Heart
	ALL, ALL FOR THEE!
	SEARCH ME, O LORD
	Created for God’s Glory
	Choose Ye This Day
	We Rest on Thee

	Volume 78 No. 2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL 1995
	“ABIDE WITH US” - THE UNKNOWN GUEST
	“As They Were Eating”
	“THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE”
	Keep Me, Dear Lord

	Volume 78 No. 3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE 1995
	ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING
	A Personal Testimony
	Be Sober, Vigilant, Steadfast
	HEARERS AND DOERS
	A New Joy
	“And you will be a blessing”
	NO OTHER WAY

	Volume 78 No. 4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST 1995
	OVERCOMING
	Speak Gently
	The Glad Resurrection Day
	He Never Fails
	Knowing Him
	The Characteristics of Christian Discipleship

	Volume 78 No. 5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER1995
	GOD’S RESTITUTION PLAN
	Walking with God

	Volume 78 No. 6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER1995
	THE CHRISTIAN’S JOY
	The Birth of Christ
	A Crown of Righteousness
	Jesus is There



	1996pp
	1996
	Volume 79 No. 1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY1996
	THE CHRISTIAN’S NEW YEAR
	The Apostle Paul and “His” Gospel
	The Early Christian Fathers
	The True Riches

	Volume 79 No. 2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL 1996
	“THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME”
	Chosen LessonsPsalm 25:12
	Millennial Truth
	A Preview of the Kingdom
	Christ our Example
	LIGHT ON THE PATH
	NOW I TRUST HIM

	Volume 79 No. 3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE 1996
	The High Calling of God
	Millennial Truth PART 2 - THE LAST DAY
	Faith and Gratitude

	Volume 79 No. 4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST 1996
	Approaching Mount Zion
	God Loveth Thee
	Samuel: Judge and Prophet
	The Completeness of the Body

	Volume 79 No.5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER1996
	“For the Joy Set Before Him”
	HITHERTO HENCEFORTH
	“HE FAILETH NOT”
	The Christian Pathway
	From Glory to Glory
	Mountains of the Bible

	Volume 79 No.6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER1996
	“The Desire of all Nations”
	“Little in Thine Own Sight”
	I Would Keep Little, Lord
	“Are Ye Able?”



	1997pp
	1997
	Volume 80 No.1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY1997
	“HITHERTO HATH THE LORD HELPED US”
	A HAPPY NEW YEAR
	Eternal Love
	PRAYER

	Volume 80 No.2 MELBOURNE, MARCH/APRIL 1997
	IN MEMORY OF THE SAVIOUR’S LOVE
	- THE PRAYER OF A BELIEVING HEART
	“EVEN YOUR SANCTIFICATION”
	Millennial Kingdom Prospects

	Volume 80 No.3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE 1997
	“KEEP THY HEART”
	Transformed
	“FROM GLORY TO GLORY” (2 COR. 3:18)
	Enticements and Tests
	A HEART CONFORMED

	Volume 80 No.4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST 1997
	GOD’S HOLY TEMPLE
	TRANSFORMED BY INSIGHT
	The Power of God unto Salvation
	Peace
	Saved to serve
	Melchisedec - King and Priest

	Volume 80 No.5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER1997
	CREATION’S EARNEST EXPECTATION
	“Think it Not Strange”
	FAITHFUL BRANCHES OF THE TRUE VINE
	O, Soul of Mine
	HE GIVETH QUIETNESS

	Volume 80 No.6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 1997
	IF GOD SO LOVED US
	The Spirit of Power
	Eternal Love
	“We Would See Jesus”
	THE CHRISTIAN’S WALK
	Prayer



	1998pp
	1998
	Volume 81 No.1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY / FEBRUARY1998
	THE WIDENESS OF GOD’S MERCY
	The Ascent of the Mount of God
	THE YEAR BEFORE US
	HAPPY NEW YEAR!

	Volume 81 No.2 MELBOURNE, MARCH / APRIL 1998
	“THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINS US”
	Higher Ground
	THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH
	The Ascent of the Mount of God
	GOD’S MERCY
	WORKERS AND WINNERS
	“CHRIST, OUR PASSOVER”
	IN REMEMBRANCE”

	Volume 81 No.3 MELBOURNE, MAY/JUNE 1998
	A RANSOM FOR ALL
	HE TOUCHED HER HAND”
	PRAISE IS COMELY FOR THE UPRIGHT
	“CALLED OF GOD, AS WAS AARON”

	Volume 81 No.4 MELBOURNE, JULY/AUGUST 1998
	“WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION”
	GOD SPEAKS!
	“Finally, My Brethren.”
	TRUST

	Volume 81 No.5 MELBOURNE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER1998
	Christian Fellowship
	The Glad New Time
	KEPT IN PERFECT PEACE
	The Master’s Touch
	Learning Righteousness
	Life Abundant

	Volume 81 No.6 MELBOURNE, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER1998
	A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION
	“FOLLOW AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS”
	Sacrifices of Thanksgiving
	“LORD INCREASE OUR FAITH”
	THE GOOD THAT I CAN DO
	THE SEPARATED LIFE



	1999pp
	1999
	Volume 82 No.1 MELBOURNE, JANUARY/MARCH 1999
	HOPE FOR A TROUBLED WORLD
	After Death the Judgement
	The Way of the Righteous
	The Sum of All Graces
	THE CHURCH WHICH IS HIS BODY
	A Morning Prayer
	Faithfulness Unto Death
	HE UNDERSTANDS

	Volume 82 No.2 MELBOURNE, APRIL/JUNE 1999
	THE KING’S HIGHWAY
	“Walk in Newness of Life”
	“Power for Service”
	“That Great Shepherd of the Sheep”
	Eventide - A Memorial Meditation
	TRULY BEAUTIFUL

	Volume 82 No.3 MELBOURNE, July/Sept 1999
	“TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH”
	Moses The Man of God
	The Burial of Moses
	Guided by God’s Eye
	HE IS WITH THEE
	The Ministry of Comfort
	Brotherly Counsel
	All His Paths
	The Fruit of the Spirit

	Volume 82 No.4 MELBOURNE, OCTOBER/DECEMBER1999
	HOLDING FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD
	Acceptable Thoughts and Words
	HE IS WITH THEE
	“So Run that you May Obtain”
	“Riches of Glory”
	At the Feet of Jesus






