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“Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of
God?”—John 11:40.

NTO the home of our Lord’s beloved friends

at Bethany a great sorrow had come. Death
had invaded the little circle and severed ties that
to all appearances had been of most pleasant
character. If we may accept as true the various
conjectures which make Lazarus the rich young
ruler who on one occasion was found inquiring
the way of eternal life, we may safely conclude
that this home in Bethany was one of more than
ordinary comfort and refinement. The deep
sorrow of the two faithful sisters would seem to
reveal also that the three inmates of this home
had lived together in a state of peaceful and
tranquil companionship. Under such circum-
stances, and in view of the special love Jesus had
for these three, the grief He witnessed as He
approached the home and His reaction thereto,
makes this incident one of great interest to us
today. When the spirit of inspiration singles out
an individual for more than the usual general
mention, we may be sure that this peculiar
individualization is deeply significant. We are
therefore ready to note with appreciation the
remark  which was by no means
incidental—“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus”—John 11:5. The keeping
of this fact before our minds will give much
greater force to the helpful lessons this narrative
contains for all those who *“through much
tribulation” are seeking to enter the Kingdom.

Here then, were dear ones who enjoyed this
special place in the love and affection of Jesus,
loyal hearts whose every experience would be of
deep concern to Him, yet how peculiarly He

seemed to act toward them in the earlier hours of
their difficulty. Had we been there taking note
of the sorrows of the bereaved sisters, and had
we been possessed of the knowledge of His
wonder-working power, would we too not have
asked with a note of surprise—* Could not this
man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have
caused that even this man should not have
died?” The old question of how love can appear
to stand aside while the blows of affliction
shatter some of our fondest dreams, has been,
and will continue to be, asked by burdened
hearts until sorrow and sighing flee away
forever. True, faith may remain unshaken in the
wisdom and love of God, and heroically
say—*“Though he slay me yet will | trust him,”
but, “frail shrinking nature” is ever prone to
“cry enough” before the tribulation has
accomplished its refining work. Faith will not
forget that “whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth” —Heb.12:6—but somehow the
thought will remain, “Lord, if thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died.” —I would surely
not have had this particular trial or experienced
this disturbance of my peaceful environments, if
Thy presence had been really with me. But where
love abounds, the heart is teachable and ever
ready to confess “Thy judgments, Lord, are true
and right, and brighter every day,” and in our
hearts we entreat Thy patience, yea,

“Until by dint of strokes and blows,
The shapeless mass appears
Symmetric, polished, beautiful,
To stand the eternal years.”

The value of so many of the beautiful story
lessons contained in the Gospels, lies in the fact
that we may live them over again in our own
daily lives. They are not just records of what
Jesus said and did 1900 years ago, and of how
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certain characters reacted under the circum-
stances, but they are living pictures of the life we
live ourselves, in which Jesus moves, and lives,
and speaks, with His words of comfort, and
compassionate love. How often, then, our
beloved Master needs to come to us in the midst
of our trials to assure us that we have not been
forgotten, and to remind us afresh of the love
and power vested in Himself, and perhaps to say
to us as of old—“Believest thou this?”

How often in our forgetfulness of the fact that
He will be with us in six troubles, and remain
with us even in the seventh, we have drawn on
the fulness of His patience, and again and again,
perhaps as frequently as special trials have
overtaken us, He has needed to remind us that
these experiences are after all but passing
shadows, light afflictions which are but for a
moment in present duration, but laden with
great possibilities of ‘‘a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.”

If then, in the hours of our chastening and
scourging we are listening intently, we will find
that the love that met the needs that day in
Bethany is as blessedly near to us with the same
reassuring declaration—‘‘l am the resurrection
and the life.” Be it the open grave that has
received some loved and seemingly indispensable
kindred spirit, or be it the defeat of some
cherished hope of a worthy character, or some
effort to hold aloft the high attainments possible
to the people of God, and in connection with
which we had entertained great expectations
only to see them swept beyond the hope of
present realization, or some deep humiliation
and grief of heart over our own personal failures
to reveal our true self in words and acts both
strong and noble—abh, then, it is He who calms
our spirits with the confidence that since He is
the “‘resurrection and the life,” all is not lost; if
we will only believe we shall yet see evidences of
His power which will dispel all our sorrow. All
these things may be stepping stones, He will say,
to higher and greater ends, for | am able to make
all things work together for good to those who
love My will supremely,—*Believeth thou
this?”

A Very Present Help is He.

In the midst of her trouble Martha was quite
prepared to believe that Jesus would eventually
act on her behalf. The sad calamity had
happened, and her brother had now gone
beyond the hope of any present help. Sometime
in the distant future all would be well. “‘I know
he shall rise again at the last day.” But until
then, she thought, she must wait for the reward
of her faith. And just as Jesus must teach her
that the thought must not always be fixed on the
end of the way, when *‘the toils of the road will
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seem nothing,” so He is constantly teaching us
today. By His own example He has shown us
that if we are bearing the cross unwillingly, there
will be a very real disposition to talk much about
the trials through which He leads us; but if we
walk close to Him, happy in the abundant
supply of His grace for every time of need, and
catching something of His spirit of delight in the
Father’s will, ah, then, we can and will rejoice in
our privileges of suffering for His sake, and to
the end that the refining we so much need may
be accomplished in us. Then our—

“Sorrow touched by heaven grows bright
With more than rapture’s ray;

As darkness shows us worlds of light
We never saw by day.”

My Peace | Give Unto You.

A very beautiful name is given to Christ when
He is called ““The Lord of Peace.” He is the
great Peacemaker, for He has ‘‘made peace by
the blood of his cross”, and He is also the great
Peacegiver, for He says—“My peace | give unto
you.” Bringing to us, first of all, peace of
conscience, and teaching us how to look up to
God without fear, He brings us next, peace of
heart, and teaches us how to look out upon the
world without fear. By His cross He makes us
satisfied with God’s way of saving us; by His life
He teaches us to be equally satisfied with God’s
way of training us. He brings us into His own
perfect calm by showing us how to live, as He
Himself always did, with an absolutely
unquestioning trust in a heavenly Father’s love.
Not one single instance can we find in which He
sought to have His earthly lot changed from
what His Father had appointed it to be, or
complained because He could not change it, or
made Himself miserable by anticipating the
sorrows that were lying in front and ready to
fall.

We are constantly criticizing God. Christ
never did. Even though not actually criticizing
Him deliberately, we are yet constantly
imagining that things might, somehow, have
been better arranged for us; the rebellious heart,
if not the lips, will say, “I could have borne this
if it had only come to me at some other time—if
it had come alone, instead of being accompanied
by so many other depressing circumstances—if it
had been of a different kind, failure in my
business instead of failure in my health, a stroke
upon myself instead of upon my child, the loss
of some other friend than just that one that was
the best-loved of all”; and so on through a
hundred suppositions of what might have been
better arranged. How seldom do we realize the
faithlessness that is in such a mood of soul as
this!
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But we may come to realize it, and escape
from it too, if, in the secret of His presence,
alone with Him, we lay our burdens at His feet
and listen for His word of peace. For, as we
listen, He will tell us much.

He will tell us that the whole explanation of
the severity of the trial (in our view of it) is that
our desires and His purposes are not moving in
the same line, that we have not the same idea of
life that He has, otherwise there would be no
disappointment in us with the pain that life may
bring; that if we are making it our chief aim in
life just to have a prosperous time of self-
indulgence, while His aim is to train us all along
life’s way to holiness of character and heaven-
liness of spirit, there is sure to be collision every-
where between our wills and His, and that not
till this collision ceases can we get the peace we
long to know.

In the secret of His presence He will tell us
more. He will tell us that if we rebel against our
trials, it is only because we do not see His
planned issue of them in our greater good; that
they are only a Great Refiner’s fire for the
purifying of His gold, a Great Vine-dresser’s
knife for increasing the fruitfulness of His vine.
He will whisper to our crushed hearts in the
secret place, “What I do thou knowest not now,
but thou shalt know hereafter.”

It is only the eye of the sculptor that can see
beforehand the finished statue in the rough
marbleblock; but he does see it, and all the
strokes of his tools are meant to bring out to the
eyes of others what is already clear to his own.
And the strokes of God’s hand are only to
produce the perfect beauty of the soul, and
make that as visible to others as it now is to
Himself. Nothing is more certain than that we
will be perfectly satisfied with His work when we
see it finished. Why should we not be satisfied
now when He tells us what a glorious finish He
will make, and leave to Him the choosing of the
tools.

Our gracious God promises us more than
sympathy alone when we lay our sorrows at His
feet; He promises us help as well. But we must
leave to Him the way of helping us. Many a time
we distress ourselves needlessly by refusing to
rise above our fears till we see how the help is to
come, and in what precise way we may look for
an answer to our prayer. We want God to
explain to us the secrets of His working before
we feel certain that He will make things go right.
But there is something better than understanding
God, and that is, trusting Him. He does not
promise to explain Himself. He does promise to
reveal Himself; but He never reveals Himself
except to an absolute trust.
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And has it not been often so, that we, like
Martha, have been inclined to say when over-
shadowed with some special trial, “Lord, if thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died.” And
even when we have been conscious of His power,
we could think only of its exercise in that future
day when all will be made right, forgetting that
“the Resurrection and the Life” is even now
with us, “a very present help in trouble,” and
fully competent to steal the bitter from life’s
woes, and send us on our way with a glad and
trustful heart here and now. Over and over again
we have been assured of His power to make all
things work out for our highest good, to make
these things profitable even in the life that now
is, and have often been assured that ere long
there will be a looking back to praise the way
love has led us day by day. And repeated
experiences have surely been ours when the
cloud has lifted and the afterward of blessing
come, that the Master has said to us as He said
to Martha long ago—*Said | not unto thee, that
if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the
glory of God?” “Believest thou this?” Yea,
Lord, we do believe, help Thou our unbelief,
and graciously hear us as we pray—

"O for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe”
That will not tremble on the brink

Of any earthly woe.

“Lord, lead me to a faith like this,
Through trial though it be;

For O! the rest of faith is bliss,
The bliss of rest in Thee.”

Through Faith to Sight.

“Said | not unto thee, that if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see?” This was the
Lord’s tender way of comforting a very sad-
hearted disciple, from whom, after weary
waiting and disappointment, hope seemed to
have fled forever. Four days before, He had
said—* This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be
glorified thereby;” and these words spoken first
beyond Jordan, He had sent as a message of
hope, while He Himself still lingered far away.
No doubt on coming to Bethany, He had
repeated them Himself to her. But the dead
body, with corruption already begun, seemed to
give them the lie, and as she looked at the grave,
her faith staggered under the blow. Jesus did not
argue with her; He just calmly put all her
objections aside. She was looking at the
difficulties in the way. He never so much as
alluded to difficulties. He simply took her in
behind the difficulties, and bade her think of His
Almighty Power, and trust Him to the

(Continued on page 7)
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Thoughts on 1 Thess.4:13-18

IN verse 13 the Apostle desires that his readers
have clear knowledge concerning the blessed
hope of the resurrection of the dead. He refers
to “them which are asleep’, and he is writing
with the special object of comforting the
brethren so that they may not be found
sorrowing as others which have no hope. It is
possible that some of the brethren in the early
Church regarded it as an advantage to be
“alive,” —still in the flesh—at the time of our
Lord’s second presence, as though these would
receive some kind of blessing not possible for
those who had “fallen asleep.”

In verse 14 the Apostle says,—*“ If we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”
Verse 15—“For ... we which are alive and
remain unto the presence of the Lord, shall not
precede them which are asleep,” (Diaglott).
Order will be observed in the resurrection; some
will be glorified or “changed first,” and others
afterward. The Apostle here declares that the
living saints, who remain to the presence of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who fell
asleep. Those “dead in Christ,” who are fallen
asleep are not required to wait in sleep for the
living members to finish their course, but are
resurrected at once, as one of the first acts of the
Lord at His second presence. This is confirmed
by the Apostle’s words in the latter part of verse
16—*“the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

In verse 16 the Apostle describes the
conditions which will accompany our Lord’s
second presence. He says—“For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God.” “With a shout.” Since our
Lord Jesus comes in the manner of a thief, that
is, secretly, it is evident that when Paul wrote in
our text that Jesus would “descend from heaven
with a shout,” he must have been using pictorial
language. The Greek word here translated
“shout” means literally to incite, or to urge, to
encourage. The aspect of affairs in the world for
the past hundred years very strikingly
corresponds with this symbol, in the outbursts
of world-wide encouragement for all men to
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wake up to a sense of their rights and privileges
as men, and to consider their mutual
relationships, the principles upon which they are
based and the ends which they should
accomplish. In the Lord’s providence, the great
increase of knowledge of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and the enlightenment it has
brought to the people world-wide has incited a
clamouring for equality and rights. And how
this symbolic “shout” has already altered the
course of the pre-1914 world, and shaken its
very foundations.

Daniel foretold the increase of knowledge
which brought about this clamouring for human
rights—Dan. 12:4. This increase of knowledge
along all lines, which is arousing the people to
throw off their age-old superstitions, has come
about as a result of the fact that we are already
in “the day of the Lord.” True, the foundation
for this general dissemination of knowledge had
already been laid through the use of the printing
press and other latter-day devices of
communication. Now the general diffusion of
knowledge has gained sufficient momentum to
stir up the masses to begin casting off their
shackles of superstition and class rule, and it is
creating within them a desire for that economic
liberty, security, and happiness which they insist
should be the heritage of every human.

Hence it is seen that a mighty “shout” has
attended our Lord’s return, even as Paul
predicted. The people have heard it and have
taken it up, having been incited to clamour for
the things which they now believe are rightfully
theirs. By it the Lord is creating a state of mind
in the masses of the oppressed and suffering
millions of the world that will ultimately
contribute to the complete overthrow of the
present social order. This shout is also
accomplishing a gradual preparation of the
hearts and minds of the people for the blessings
of the coming kingdom of Christ, blessings
which will be dispensed to a dying world just
beyond the final spasm of this great “time of
troublell—Dan. 12:1.

In our text Paul prophesied that the Lord
would return “with the voice of the archangel.”
This is another striking symbol of similar
import. The name *“archangel” signifies chief
messenger; and our anointed Lord Himself is
Jehovah’s Chief Messenger—the Messenger of
the covenant—Mai.3:1. Daniel refers to the
same personage, calling him Michael, which
name signifiess—who as God— an appropriate
name for Him who is “the express image of the
Father’s person,” and the representative of His
authority and power. The voice of the archangel
represents Christ’s authority and command.
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The same thought is differently expressed by
Daniel, when he says—*Then shall Michael, the
great prince, stand up.” To stand up signifies to
assume authority, to give commands. The
Psalmist says—“He uttered his voice; the earth
melted.” The great time of trouble will be
precipitated, and the earth (organized society)
will melt, or disintegrate, when the new Ruler
utters His voice of command. At His command,
systems of error, civil, social and religious must
go down, however old, or firmly entrenched and
fortified they may be. The sword out of His
mouth shall cause the havoc. The truth on every
subject, and in all its varied aspects, shall judge
men, and under His power and overruling, shall
cause the overturning of evil and error in all their
thousand forms.

“The trump of God” is another meaningful
symbol. Paul here refers to what the Revelator
designates “the seventh trumpet,” the “last
trump” in a series of symbolic trumpets—
Rev. 11:15; 1 Cor.15:52. The proof that these
references are to the same trumpet is found in
the record of the events connected with each.
Paul mentions the resurrection, and the
establishment of the Lord’s Kingdom, as
connected with “the trump of God,” and the
Revelator mentions the same with even greater
minuteness. The propriety of calling the
“seventh,” or “last trump,” the trump of
God,” is evident too when we remember that the
events mentioned under the preceding six
trumpets of Revelation refer to humanity’s
doings, while the seventh refers specially to the
Lord’s work, and covers the “Day of the
Lord.”—Rev.10:7; 11:15,18.

Thus we find the “shout,” “the voice of the
archangel,” and “the trump of God” all
symbols, and now in process of fulfilment. Note
carefully, too, the fact that each of the three
prophecies  just  referred to—Dan. 12:1;
Rev.ll:15; 1 Thess.4:16—declares the Lord’s
presence at the time when the events mentioned
transpire. They were foretold for the very
purpose of indicating the manner in which His
invisible presence would be manifested to those
who have faith in the word of prophecy. Paul
says, “The Lord shall descend with (literally in,
or during) a “shout,” “voice,” “trumpet,” etc.
John says that the kingdoms of this world
become His during the time of these events; and
Daniel says—“At that time shall Michael, the
great prince (Christ), stand up” (be present) and
begin to prepare to take to Himself His great
power. If, therefore, we can recognize the
“shout,” the voices, and the sounding of the
great symbolic trumpet, we should accept them
as indications, not that the Lord will come soon,
but rather that He has come and is now present,
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and that the harvest work of gathering the wheat
is already under way. Yet it is not to the natural
vision, but only to the eye of faith, through the
sure word of prophecy, that His presence and
work can be discerned. Also the “shout”, the
“voice of the archangel,” and the “trump of
God,” are all instrumentalities for the
accomplishment of the harvest work of the
Gospel Age—See Matt.24:31.

In the latter part of verse 16 the Apostle
says—“And the dead in Christ shall rise first.”
The “ dead in Christ” are not required to wait in
sleep for the living members to finish their
course in death, but are resurrected at once, as
one of the first acts of the Lord at His second
presence: “for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead (in Christ) shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed”—1 Cor. 15:52.

Verse 17—“Then (thereafter) we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air.” “We which are alive and remain (at the
time of the Lord’s second presence) shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds (He
cometh with clouds) to meet the Lord in the air;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord”—See 1
Cor.15:51,52. “We shall not all sleep (says the
Apostle) but we shall all be changed.”

So, then, at the Lord’s presence the
resurrection of the sleeping saints takes place. It
would now be proper to say has taken place,
since we can recognize the signs of His
“parousia,” and then the saints still in the flesh
are “changed.” As each one finishes the earthly
course, they are gathered to meet the Lord and
the risen saints in the air. What is the
significance of being “ caught up together” ? The
Diaglott renders this,—“At the same time.”
This would not mean the same instant of time,
but rather the same period of time—the period
of Christ’s secret presence, before His
manifestation to the world. We should
remember that the Apostles were not only
instructors, expounders of God’s Word, but
they were prophets themselves also, and in
foretelling events not then due, they used
figures, symbols, and dark sayings to be
understood by the Church when the due time
came for the understanding to be made plain. In
regard to the expression “caught away in the
clouds together” we should remember that all
the prophecies looking down to this period
called the “Day of the Lord” and the “Day of
Trouble,” state the many great events of this
time as though they would all take place
together; and so they do, for nothing intervenes
to break the chain of events; link follows link,
and they go all together, clouds of trouble
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follow one another closely, the one fading away
where the next is beginning. Like the cars in a
train, they all go together, and yet one is first
and another is last. So likewise the living will be
caught away in these clouds to the new power of
the air,—together—just as when a school is
dismissed the pupils leave it together, yet they do
not all pass through the doorway at the same
instant of time.

Paul’s “clouds” in which the living are to be
caught away, coincide exactly with the “clouds
and thick darkness” of trouble, by which all the
prophets so often represent the troubles of this
Day of the Lord. And the “air” into which they
are caught, and in which they are to be with the
Lord, we apprehend to be no less a symbol than
the others. A symbol of what? Of power and
dominion. And if we are to be “changed” and
are to enter into and share this dominion, how
appropriate to say in symbol that we will be
caught up into the “ air” power, and be forever
in it, with the Lord.

Thus, the same word is used elsewhere by the
same Apostle. In Eph. 2: 2, he speaks of the
“power of the air,” and declares that Satan now
holds that “power” which the “air” symbolizes.
And when we remember that “sea” in symbol
represents the lawless and unruly classes of men,
that “earth” represents organized society, and
that “mountains” represent earthly
governments, what is more reasonable than that
the “air” or “heavens” should be used to
symbolize the invisible yet all-pervading power
and influence of spirit beings.

And if “air” is thus used to represent the
present evil spiritual control, how appropriate
that the same symbol should be used in
describing the new spiritual empire of the Prince
of light who becomes the new Prince of the air,
and deposes and binds the present usurper.

Paul, explaining the resurrection of the
sleeping saints, and the “change” of those who
are alive and remain unto the presence of the
Lord, calls it a mystery—1 Cor.15:51,52—a
matter not yet made fully plain and clear of
which he could only give them a glimpse. And he
declares of the living—*“We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at (Greek, ‘during,” or ‘in’)
the last trump.” Here the symbolic trumpet is
again introduced, which covers the period of the
Harvest, the period of the Lord’s secret
presence, and it is in or during this time, that the
dead saints shall be raised and the living
members *“changed.” “For the trumpet shall
sound and the dead (in Christ) shall be raised
incorruptible and we shall be changed.” While,
therefore, all must be changed, and the change
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of each will be “in a moment,” all will not be
raised and changed in the same moment—the
dead in Christ shall rise first, then
we—continuously—as each one finishes their
earthly course in death, without interruption or
anything to prevent, will be *“caught up
together,” —to be together—in association with
them into the power of the air. “And so shall we
ever be with the Lord.” Verse 18,—“Wherefore
comfort (exhort, strengthen, encourage) one
another with these words.”

An Accuser Silenced.

TW O fellow-travellers were seated together in

a railway carriage engaged in earnest
conversation. It was of a religious nature, and
one of them, a skeptic, was evidently seeking to
excuse his skepticism, by expatiating on the
various evils which afflict Christendom. He was
detailing, with manifest pleasure, the hypocrisy
and the craft and the covetousness and the
divisions found in the professing Church, and
then he pointed to some of the leaders as the
most markedly corrupt of the whole.

In front of them sat a Christian who was
compelled to hear all this. Had he felt the
accusations to be false, he might have suffered
them, as a part of the hatred the world bears
towards Christ, and been truly happy in so
suffering; but he knew them to be true—too true
to be concealed from the most charitable mind,
so all he could do was to bow his head and bear
the deserved reproach.

Soon, however, the accuser, anxious to extend
the circle of his audience, addressed this fellow-
passenger in front of him.

“1 see you are quick to detect evil,” answered
the Christian, “and you read character pretty
well.  You have been uncovering here the
abominable  things which  have turned
Christendom into a wreck, and are fast ripening
it for the judgment of God. You have spared
none but given all a good measure. Now | am a
Christian, and 1 love the Lord Jesus and His
people. Not a word shall | offer in defence, but I
here solemnly challenge you to speak the first
word against the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.”

The skeptic was surprised. He seemed almost
frightened, and sheepishly replied, “Well, no; I
couldn’t find fault with Him. He was perfect.”

“Just so,” said the Christian, “and therefore
was my heart attracted to Him; and the more |
looked at Him, the more I found | wasn’t like
Him at all, but only a poor, sinful, guilty man.
But tell me yourself if 1 haven’t a right to be
happy and to love Him when | found out that
He had died for me; that on the cross He had
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fully paid all my debt, and thus cleared me of all
guilt? Ever since then | truly love Him, and all
the evil which professed followers of His may
do, cannot turn me away from Him. My
salvation hangs on what He has done, and not
on what they are doing.” —Horatius Bonar.

(Continued from page 3)

last—*“Said | not unto thee?” Well, | say the
same thing still.

I read these words with deepest joy, not
because of what they tell me about Martha, but
because of what they tell me of her Master and
mine. | see the absolute trustworthiness of my
Christ. 1 see His claim to be trusted; but I see
more. | see His right to be trusted to the
uttermost; and | see that He is infinitely worthy
of that trust. Had Martha only known her Lord
sufficiently, no doubt would have troubled her
poor heart for a moment. Before | really know
Christ, it is difficult for me to trust Him utterly;
but, once known, it is impossible not to trust
Him. This is a secret that the great Apostle Paul
had well learned, when he said—*‘l know whom
I have believed.” He did not say— ‘I know that
I have trusted him”; he said, ‘I know Him on
whom my trust reposes; | know His character to
be the infinitely trustworthy One” ; and this was
a thing that could never need reconsideration. It
was a settled matter. ‘I know whom | have
believed” ; not, *‘I know One whom | must trust,
as soon as necessity arises” ; nor, ‘‘I know One
whom | must trust as my last resource, when all
others fail” ; but, “‘I know Him to whom | have
already surrendered my trust, whom 1 have
trusted once for all, and who will keep me safe
forever. | trust Him because I know Him. |
know Him to be One who will never go back on
His word.” Was it not just to this that Jesus
sought to bring the weeping Martha? “Said | not
unto thee? What | have once said | will never
unsay.” It seems to me that, for all the high
purposes of faith, it is easier for me to know
Christ than to know any one else, or even to
know myself, and that for the simple reason,
that neither 1 nor other men are ever two days
alike, but He changes not. When 1| see Christ at
all 1 see what He will always be. Looking at
myself and men is like looking at the ever-
changing sea. Looking at Christ is like looking at
a great mountain-peak, the same in all seasons,
the same by night as by day. Mists may cover it
for a time, but when they lift, it stands out
absolutely as it was before. Knowing Him thus, |
must trust Him evermore.

“Said | not unto thee?” was a rebuke as well
as an encouragement. It was like what He said to
Philip—*“Have | been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me Philip?” What
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my Master wants from me above all things else is
a simple faith in what He has already said to me.
There is nothing He takes such loving pains to
teach me, but nothing 1 am so slow to learn as
this absolute and unquestioning faith in
Himself; and to all my difficulties He has but
one reply—*Believe and thou shalt see.” If He
delays to fulfil some of His words, and | begin to
think that He cannot possibly fulfil them now, I
will remember that the blessing is delayed, only
that it may be a more enriching blessing when it
comes. | think often of my Lord’s anticipating
love, the love that foresees my need, and
provides beforehand for it; but I will think also
of His tarrying love, the love that keeps me long
in the darkness, and seems to disregard my cry. |
know that if He lays some heavy trial upon me,
it is because He loves me; for the more precious
the jewel, the more cutting it gets from the
lapidary’s hands. | will believe that if He
continues the trial, it is still because He loves me;
that if He seems only to heap fresh fuel upon an
already scorching fire, it is because He loves me;
that if, when 1 call Him to my Bethany, He
lingers among the hills of Gilead, it is because
He loves me; and | will believe that at last He
will explain it all, “it was for the glory of God,
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.”
At the right moment for me, as well as for Him,
He will reveal that glory, and turn my sorrow
into joy; for—
“His wisdom is sublime,
His heart is ever kind;

God never is before His time,
And never is behind.”

The Unspeakable Glory of the Joys to Come.

Let me learn, also, to deal with my own
discouragements as Jesus dealt with Martha’s,
and put the things which | believe over against
the things | see, and so find rest. If any simple-
minded Christian were asked the secret of his
peace, he would say, “I just believe what my
God tells me, and | am at rest. What | see or feel
does not disquiet me, because | set over against
it, what, on His authority, | believe. | see
enough of sin in me every day to make me cry
‘chief of sinners’; but | believe so fully in the
forgiveness of sins, that 1 know ‘to me there is
no condemnation.” | see in my outward lot, a
thousand things that trouble me, but I believe,
notwithstanding, that ‘all things work together’
for my good. | see sin covering the earth, and
Satan appearing to triumph everywhere; but
believe his destruction is as sure to come, as it is
that Jehovah reigns. | see the sick bed, and the
coffin, and the grave of some dearly loved one
whose going from me has left me desolate; but
though I see death, I believe in life; though 1 see
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the tomb, | believe in the resurrection from the
tomb; though | see and feel the sundering of
sweet earthly bonds, I believe in the cementing
of still sweeter heavenly ones. | do not see the
blessedness of heaven, the white robes, the
palms, the harps of gold; and yet | am not dis-
heartened because | cannot see them, for |
believe so surely, that God has promised them,
that to me they are as the most real of all real
things. | can praise Him for all that He is going
to do, as truly as for all He has already done,
and say, ‘Glory to Thee for all the grace | have
not tasted yet.” And if, when first in heaven, |
should for a moment or two be utterly amazed
that such a sinner as | should be a ‘partaker of
His glory,” |1 think my tender Lord will just
repeat to me His old question, even there: ‘Said |
not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe
thou shouldest see the glory of God’?”

Pilgrimage Ended

ON the 15th June, our dear Brother Payne of

Melbourne finished the pilgrim way after
being a follower of the Master throughout his
adult life. Almost 40 years ago he responded to
the Frank and Ernest Broadcasts from 3GL
Geelong, from which time he greatly rejoiced in
God’s Plan for the salvation of humanity, and
especially for the heavenly Christian calling.

Up till recent times our Brother Payne
attended the Melbourne Class and assisted in the
Bible Studies and meetings generally, being well
known and loved by all members. He also
enjoyed fellowship with visiting brethren at
Conventions.

Some years ago our dear Brother was afflicted
with painful arthritis, which he bore very
patiently, without complaint of any Kkind.
Despite his physical disability his attendance at
Class meetings was regular and an inspiration to
us all. By the Lord’s grace, he was a real example
of true Christian discipleship. Our sincere
sympathy is extended to Mrs. Payne and
children in their loss of a devoted Christian
husband and father, and also to all relatives. We
feel sure he has received the Lord’s commend-
ation—“Well done, thou good and faithful
servant . . . enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord” —Matt.25:21.

Can Living Talk with Dead?

A booklet bearing the above title has been printed,
and a copy is being supplied to all friends receiving this
issue of “Peoples Paper!” Extra copies are available,
supplied through the General Tract Fund to all who
can use them to advantage.

August-September 1984

Hope

“What though the blossom fall and die?
The flower is not the root;

The sun of love may ripen yet
The Master’s pleasant fruit.”

“What though by many a wayward fall
Thy garment is defiled?

A Saviour’s blood can cleanse them all;
Fear not! thou art His child.”

“ Arise! and leaning on His strength,
Thy weakness shall be strong;

And He will teach thy heart at length
A new perpetual song.”

“Arise! to follow in His track
Each holy footprint clear,

And on an upward course look back
With every brightening year.”

“Arise! and on thy future way
His blessing with thee be!

His presence be thy staff and stay
Till thou His glory see.”

—F.R. Havergal.

Books A vailable

In view of the greatly increased postal charges, literature
prices are now as follows:—

“God’s Promises Come True” — $2.50 (Postage from
$1.85).

“The Divine Plan of the Ages” — $1.20 (Postage $1.10 in
Victoria, $1.35 interstate).

“The Creator’s Grand Design” — $1.20 (Postage $1.10
and $1.35).

“The Book of Books” — $1.20 (Postage $1.10 and $1.35).

“Daily Heavenly Manna — $1.20 (Postage $1.10 and
$1.35).

“Songs in the Night” — $1.20 (Postage 70c and 80c).

“Emphatic Diaglott” New Testament — $3.50 (Postage
$1.10 and $1.35).

“Tabernacle Shadows” — $1.20 (Postage 70c and 80c).
“God and Reason” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).
“God’s Plan” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).

“Hope Beyond the Grave” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).

“Israel in History and Prophecy” — 10c (Postage 40c and
45c).

“Our Lord’s Great Prophecy” — 10c (Postage 40c and
45c).

“Manner of Christ’s Return” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).

“Christ’s Return” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).

“Some of the Parables” — 10c (Postage 40c and 45c).
Numerous other small booklets.
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