
Lesson 52

Kings Darius and Cyrus

Praise and exalt and glo rify the King of heaven, because
every thing he does is right and all his ways are just. And
those who walk in pride he is able to hum ble.—Dan iel
4:37

Dur ing the Isra el ites’ sev enty years of cap tiv ity in Bab y lon,
four kings learned of the God of Israel. First was King Ne -

buchadnezzar who, when he returned from his insane life with the 
ani mals, lifted up his eyes to heaven and gave praise and honor
to the God of Israel.

The sec ond was King Belshazzar, who once had his wine
served in gob lets sto len from God’s tem ple and that night was
slain. This ended the Bab y lo nian king dom (Dan iel 5:2-4,30).

Third was King Dar ius, the Mede, who took the king dom of Bab -
y lon that night, and who took Dan iel as well. He wanted Dan iel to
be the first prince over all the princes and rul ers of that king dom.

Dar ius appre ci ated Dan iel’s hon esty and grew to love him as a
noble friend. But the princes and rul ers were jeal ous and hated
the king’s favor ite, not just because they wanted the favor of the
king; with Dan iel watch ing every thing so care fully they could not
steal from the empire’s wealth.

They plot ted against Dan iel, yet could find no fault in him. The
only thing he did besides work long hours for the king was to pray
to his God. Three times each day Dan iel went to an upper room
where it was quiet and rest ful. There he prayed to God before an
open win dow. Dan iel was not ashamed to be seen pray ing to his
God. Oth ers too real ized he was not pre tend ing to pray to Dar ius.
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This was enough to have him thrown into the den of hun gry lions!
The story of his expe ri ence and res cue is in Dan iel chap ter 6.

The fourth king was King Cyrus of Per sia whose heart was
stirred by God to issue a proc la ma tion giv ing the Isra el ites lib erty
to return to Pal es tine. He also gave money and de creed that the
pre cious ves sels of the Lord’s tem ple should be returned.

About fifty thou sand Isra el ites went back to Pal es tine. This was
not many out of the great num ber who had been cap tured. These
fifty thou sand remem bered God’s prom ises and wanted to live in
the land he had prom ised them. They rebuilt the city, and in due
time, they rebuilt the tem ple as well.

Dan iel’s ene mies plot ted to throw him into the lions’ den.
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