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The Manner of Christ’s Return and Appearing.

IN order to appreciate the Bible teachings as a whole it is absolutely necessary that we have clear views both of the
object of our Lord’s second coming, and of the manner in which He will be revealed. The object of His coming is to
reconcile “whosoever will * of the world, to God, by a process of ruling, and teaching, and disciplining, called
judging and blessing and the student must hold clearly in mind the object while studying the manner of our Lord’s
return. This is needful as an offset to the erroneous views, based upon false ideas of both the object and the manner
of our Lord’s coming.

Grasp and hold in mind as firmly as possible the fact that God’s plan is one harmonious whole, which is being
wrought out through Christ; and that the work of the second advent stands related to the work of the first as effect to
cause: That is, that the great work of Restitution at the second advent follows .the work of Redemption accomplished
at the first advent as a logical sequence according to the divine plan. Therefore the Lord’s return is the dawn of hope
for the world, the time for the bestowment of the favours secured by the redemption—the Gospel Age being merely
an intervening parenthesis, during which the bride of Christ is selected, to be associated with her Lord in the great
work of restitution which He comes to accomplish.

And since the Church of Christ, which has been developing during the Gospel age, is to be associated with her Lord
in the great restitution work of the Millennial age, the first work of Christ at the second advent must be the gathering
of His elect Church, to which reference is made through the Prophet (Psa. 50:5) , saying, “Gather my saints together
unto me—those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” This harvest period not only accomplishes the
separation of wheat from tares in the nominal Gospel church, and the gathering and glorification of the wheat class,
but it is also to accomplish the burning (destruction) of the tares (as tares, or imitation wheat—not as individuals: the
fire of destruction is symbolic as well as the tares) and the gathering and destruction of the corrupt fruitage of “the
Vine of the earth” (human ambition, greed and selfishness) which has been growing and ripening for centuries in the
kingdoms of this world and in the various civil and social organisations among men.

While our Lord’s return is a personal coming, let us again guard the student against confusion of thought in
considering the two apparently conflicting expressions of our Lord—"Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world” (aionos, age) , and, “I go to prepare a place for you, . . . and will come again and receive you.” (Matt.
28:20; John 14:2, 3.) The following incident will serve as an illustration of the harmony of the two promises:— One
friend said to another as they were about to part, Remember, | will be with you through all your journey. How?
Certainly not in person; for there they took trains to go in opposite directions to distant points. The idea was that in
love, and thought, and care one for another, they would not be separated. In a similar yet fuller sense, the Lord has
always been with His Church, His divine power enabling Him to oversee, direct and assist them, from first to last.

But we are now considering, not our Lord’s presence with us in this figurative sense, but the manner of His second
personal presence and appearing, “when He shall come to be glorified in His saints and to be admired in all them that
believe in that day.”

The Scriptures teach that Christ comes again to reign; that He must reign until He has put down all enemies—all
opponents, all things in the way of the great restitution which He comes to accomplish —the last to be overthrown
being death (1 Cor. 15:25, 26); and that He will reign for a thousand years. It is therefore only as should be expected,



that we find a much larger space in prophecy devoted to the second advent and its thousand years of triumphant reign
and overthrow of evil than to the thirty-four years of the first advent for redemption. And as we find that prophecy
touches the various important points of those thirty-four years, from Bethlehem and Nazareth to the gall and vinegar,
the parted raiment, the cross, the tomb and the resurrection, so we see that prophecy likewise touches various points
of the thousand years of the second presence, particularly their beginning and ending.

The second presence of our Lord will cover a much longer period of time than the first. The mission of His first
advent was finished in less than thirty-four years, while it will require a thousand years to accomplish the appointed
work of His second presence. And thus it may be seen at a glance that, while the work of the first advent was no less
important than that of the second advent—yea, though it was so important that the work of the second advent could
never have been possible without it—yet it was not so varied, and hence required less description than the work of
the second advent.

In considering the second advent we must not, any more than at the first advent, expect all prophecies to mark one
particularly eventful moment of our Lord’s arrival and to call the attention of all men to the fact of His presence.
Such is not God’s usual method: such was not the case at the first advent. The first advent of Messiah was not
marked by any sudden or surprising demonstration, out of the usual order of things, but it was manifested and proven
by the gradual fulfilment of. prophecy showing to thoughtful observers that the events which should be expected
were being accomplished on time. And thus it would be at His second advent. It is of less importance that we
discover the exact moment of His arrival than that we discern the fact of His presence when He has arrived, even as
at the first advent it was important to be able to recognise His presence, and the sooner the better, but much less
important to know the exact date of His birth. In considering the second advent, the act of coming and the moment of
arrival are too frequently the thought, whereas it should be thought of as a period of presence, as was the first advent.
The precise moment at which that presence would begin would then seem less important, and His object and work
during the period of His presence would receive the greater consideration.

We must bear in mind, also, that our Lord is no longer a human being; that as a human being He gave Himself a
ransom for men, having become a man for that very purpose. (1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 10:4, 5; 1 Cor. 15:21, 22.) . He is
now highly exalted, to the divine nature. Therefore Paul said, “Though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now, henceforth, know we him [so] no more.” (2 Cor. 5:16.) He was raised from the dead a life-giving spirit being (1
Cor. 15:45), and not a man, of the earth earthy.

He is no longer human in any sense or degree; for we must not forget that natures are separate and distinct. Since He
is no longer in any sense or degree a human being, we must not expect Him to come again as a human being, as at
the first advent. His second coming is to be in a different manner, as well as for a different purpose.

Noting the fact that our Lord’s change from human to divine nature at His resurrection was even a greater change
than the one which occurred some thirty-four years previously, when He laid aside the glory of spiritual being and
“was made flesh,” we may with great profit consider very minutely His every action during the forty days after His
resurrection before He went “to the Father”; because it is the resurrected Jesus of those forty days who is to come
again, and not the man Christ Jesus who gave Himself as our ransom, in death. He who was put to death a flesh
being was also in His resurrection quickened [made alive] a spirit being.-I Pet. 3:18.*

At His second advent He does not come to be subject to the powers that be, to pay tribute to Caesar and to suffer
humiliation, injustice and violence; but He comes to reign, exercising all power in heaven and in earth. He does not
come in the body of His humiliation, a human body, which He took for the suffering of death, inferior to His former
glorious body (Heb. 2:9); but in His glorious spiritual body, which is “the express image of the Father’s person”
(Heb. 1:3); for, because of His obedience even unto death, He is now highly exalted to the divine nature and likeness,
and given a name above every name—the Father’s name only excepted. (Phil. 2:9; 1 Cor. 15:27.) The Apostle shows
that it “doth not yet appear” to our human understanding what He is now like; hence we know not what we shall be
like when made like Him, but we (the Church) may rejoice in the assurance that we shall one day be with Him and
like Him, and see Him as He is (1 John 3:2)—not as He was at His first advent in humiliation, when He had laid
aside His former glory and for our sakes had become poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich.

If we consider the wisdom and prudence of our Lord’s methods of manifesting His presence to His disciples after
His resurrection, as well as previously, it may help us to remember that the same wisdom

(*IN this passage, the words “in the” and “by the” are arbitrarily supplied by the translators, and
are misleading. The Greek reads simply,—”Put to death flesh, quickened spirit.” Our Lord was
put to death a fleshly or human being, but was raised from the dead a spirit being. And since the
Church is to be “changed” in order that she may be like Christ, it is evident that the change



which occurred in the Head was of a kind similar to that described as in reservation for the
over-corners, who shall be changed from human to spiritual nature, and made like him—
"’partakers of the divine nature.” Hence, the following description of the change of the saints is
applicable also to their Lord; viz.— "It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. )

will be displayed in His methods of revealing Himself at His second advent, both to the Church and to the world—
methods not necessarily similar, but in each case well suited to His object, which never is to alarm or excite men, but
to convince their cool, calm judgments of the great truths to be impressed upon them. Our Lord’s first advent was not
a startling, exciting or alarming event.. How quietly and unobtrusively He came! So much so that only those who had
faith and humility were enabled to recognise in the infant of humble birth, in the man of sorrows, in the friend of the
humble and poor, and finally in the crucified one, the long-looked-for Messiah.

After His resurrection, the manifestation of His presence would in the nature of the case be a more astounding fact,
particularly when His changed nature is taken into consideration. Yet the fact of His resurrection, together with the
fact of His changed nature, had to be fully manifested, not to all the world at that time, but to chosen witnesses who
would give credible testimony of the fact to succeeding generations. Had all the world been made acquainted with
the fact then, the testimony coming down to our day would probably have been much less trustworthy, being
coloured and warped by men’s ideas and mixed with their traditions, so that the truth might appear almost or quite
incredible. But God entrusted it only to chosen, faithful and worthy witnesses; and as we notice the account, let each
mark how perfectly the object was accomplished, and how clear, positive and convincing was the proof of Christ’s
resurrection and change offered to them. Mark, too, the carefulness with which He guarded against alarming or
unduly exciting them while making manifest and emphasising these great truths. And be assured that the same
wisdom, prudence and skill will be displayed in His methods of making known the fact of His glorious presence at
His second advent. The cool, calm judgment will be convinced in every case, though the world in general will need
to be brought by severe discipline to the proper attitude to receive the testimony, while those whose hearts are right
will have the blessed intelligence sooner. All the proofs of His resurrection and change to spiritual nature were not
given to His disciples at once, but as they were able to bear them and in the manner calculated to make the deepest
impression.

During the three and a half years of our Lord’s ministry, His disciples had sacrificed friends, reputation, business,
etc., to devote time and energy to heralding Messiah’s presence and the establishment of His kingdom. But they had
necessarily crude ideas regarding the manner and time of their Master’s exaltation, and of their promised exaltation
with Him. Nor was full knowledge then necessary: it was quite sufficient that they should faithfully take each step as
it became due; hence the Master taught them little by little as they were able to receive it. And near the close of His
ministry He said,”l have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth . . . and show you things to come, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.”—John 16:12, 13; 14:26.

Who can tell their great disappointment, even though so far as possible they had been armed against it, when they
saw Him suddenly taken from them and ignominiously crucified as a felon—Him whose kingdom and glory they
had been expecting and declaring, and which only five days before His crucifixion had seemed to them so near a
realisation. (John 12:1, 12-19.) . Though, they knew Him to be falsely accused and wrongfully crucified, this did not
alter the fact that their long cherished national hopes of a Jewish king, who would restore their nation to influence
and power, together with their own individual hopes, ambitions and air-castles of important offices and high honours
in the kingdom, were all suddenly demolished by this unfavourable turn which matters had taken in the crucifixion
of their king.

Well did the Master know how, desolate and aimless and perplexed they would feel; for thus it was written by the
Prophet, “I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.” (Zech. 13:7; Mark 14:27.) . And during the
forty days between His resurrection and ascension, it was therefore His chief concern to gather them again, and to re-
establish their faith in Him as the long-looked-for Messiah, by proving to them the fact of His resurrection, and that
since His resurrection, though retaining the same individuality, He was no longer human, but an exalted spirit being,
having “all power in heaven and in earth.”— Matt. 28:18.

He broke the news of His resurrection gradually to them—first, through the women (Mary Magdalene, and Joanna,
Mary the mother of James and Salome, and others with them—Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1, 10), who came early to the
sepulcher to anoint His dead body with sweet spices. While they wondered whom they should get to roll away the
stone from the door of the sepulcher, behold, there was an earthquake, and when they came they found the stone
rolled away, and an angel of the Lord sat upon it, who addressed them saying, “Fear not, for | know that ye seek
Jesus which was crucified’. He is not here; for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And



go quickly and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there
shall ye see him.”— Matt. 28:5-7.

It seems that Mary Magdalene separated from the other women and ran to tell Peter and John (John 20:1, 2), while
the others went to tell the rest of the disciples, and that after she had left them Jesus appeared to the other women on
the way, saying (Matt. 28:9, 10) “All hail.” And they came and held Him by the feet and worshipped Him. Then said
Jesus unto them, “Be not afraid’: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee [their home], and there shall they see
me.” And with fear and joy they ran to tell the other disciples. In their mingled feeling of surprise, perplexity, joy
and fear, and their general bewilderment, they scarcely knew how to report their strange and wonderful experience.
When Mary met Peter and John she said sadly, “They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know
not where they have laid him.” (John 20:2.). The other women told how at the sepulcher they had seen a vision of
angels who said He was alive (Luke 24:22, 23) , and then how they afterward met the Lord in the way.—Matt. 28:8,
10.

The majority of the disciples evidently regarded their story merely as superstitious excitement, but Peter and John
said, We will go and see for ourselves; and Mary returned to the sepulcher with them. All that Peter and John saw
was that the body was gone, that the grave clothes were carefully folded and laid by, and that the stone was rolled
away from the door. So in perplexity they turned away, though Mary still remained there weeping. As she wept she
stooped down and looked into the sepulcher and saw two angels, who said, “Woman, why weepest thou?” She
answered, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and | know not where they have laid him.” And as she turned
about she saw Jesus standing, but did not know Him. He inquired, “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou?” And she, supposing him to be the gardener, answered, “Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou
hast laid him, and I will take him away.” Then, in the old familiar tone which she quickly recognised, the Lord said,
“Mary!”

That was enough to establish her faith in the statement of the angel, that He had risen, which until now had seemed
like a dream or an idle tale; and in her joy she exclaimed, “Master!” Her first impulse was to embrace Him, and to
tarry in His presence. But Jesus gently informed her that there was a very important mission for her to perform now,
in bearing witness to the fact of His resurrection, and that she should be in haste to carry the message and establish
the faith of the other disciples, still in perplexity and uncertainty, saying, “Touch [Greek, haptomai, embrace] me not
[do not tarry for further demonstration of your affection now]; for I am not yet ascended to my Father [I will be with
you for a short time yet]: but go to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to
my God, and your God.” (John 20:17.) Through the other women also He had sent them word that He would meet
them in Galilee.

Next, He overtook two of the sad and perplexed disciples as they walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus, and inquired
the cause of their sadness and despondency. (Luke 24:13-35). And one of them answered: “Art thou only a stranger
in Jerusalem, and has not known the things which are come to pass there in these days? And he said unto them, What
things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people: and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death and have
crucified him. But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and besides all this, today is the
third day since these things were done. [Here they were probably calling to mind John 2:19, 21, 22.] Yea, and certain
women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher. And when they found not his
body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said he was alive. And certain of them
which were with us went to the sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said; but him they saw not.”

No wonder they were perplexed; how strange it all seemed! how peculiar and thrilling had been the events of the past
few days!

Then the stranger preached them a stirring sermon from the prophecies, showing them that the very things which had
so disheartened them were the things which the prophets had foretold concerning the true Messiah: that before He
could rule and bless and lift up Israel and all the world, He must first redeem them with His own life from the curse
of death, which came upon all through Adam, and that afterward, raised to life and glory by Jehovah, their Master
would fulfil all that was written by the prophets concerning His future glory and honour, as truly as He had fufilled
those prophecies which foretold His sufferings, humiliation and death. A wonderful preacher! and a wonderful
sermon was that! It started new ideas and opened new expectations and hopes. As they drew near the village they
constrained Him to tarry with them, as it was toward evening and the day was far spent. He went in to tarry with
them; and as He sat at meat with them, He took bread and brake and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened,;
and He vanished out of their sight.

Not until that moment did they recognise Him, though they had walked, and talked and sat at meat together. He was
known to them not by face, but in the simple act of blessing and breaking bread in the old familiar way, thus assuring



their faith in what they had already heard—that He had risen, and would see them again.

Then the two surprised and overjoyed disciples arose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem, saying to each other.
“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?”
Aurriving in Jerusalem they found the others rejoicing also, saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to
Simon.” And they told what things were done in the way, and how He was known of them in breaking of bread.
Probably they were nearly all there that evening, homes, business and everything else forgotten—Mary Magdalene
with her tears of joy, saying, | knew Him the moment He called my name—I could not credit the angel’s assurance
of His resurrection until then; and the other women telling their wonderful experience of the morning, and how they
had met Him in the way. Then Simon had His story to tell; and now here were two other witnesses from Emmaus.
What an eventful day! No wonder they desired to meet together on the first day of every week after that to talk the
matter over and to call to mind all the circumstances connected with this wonderful event of the Lord’s resurrection,
and to have their hearts “burn” again and again.

While the excited and overjoyed little company were thus met and relating to each other their several experiences,
the Lord Jesus Himself suddenly stood in their midst (Luke 24:36-49) and said, “Peace be unto you!” From where
had He come? All such meetings were held secretly with closed doors, for fear of the Jews (John 20:19,26) , but here
was a sudden appearance without any visible approach; and they were terrified, and supposed they had seen a spirit.
Then He comforted them, told them to calm their fears, and showed them His hands and His feet, saying, “Itis I,
myself; handle me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” And while they yet believed not
for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, “Have ye here any meat?” and they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish,
and He took it and did eat before them. Then He opened their understanding, their mental eyes, and expounded the
Scriptures to them, showing from the law and the prophets that these things had come to pass exactly as foretold. But
Thomas was absent (John 20:24); and when the other disciples told him that they had seen the Lord, he would not
believe it, but said, “Except | shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, | will not
believe.”

Eight days passed without further manifestations, and they had time calmly to think and talk over the experiences of
that wonderful day, when, the disciples being again assembled as before, Jesus stood in their midst, just as on the
first evening, saying, “Peace be unto you.” (John 20:26) . This time Thomas was present, and the Lord addressed
him, saying, “Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side; and be not faithless, but believing.” He thus showed that He knew what Thomas had said without being told,
and He gave that proof of His resurrection which Thomas had said would satisfy him; and with joy Thomas
answered, “My Lord and my God!”

(To be continued.)
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Church of One Million People

United Movement in South India.

UNDER the above headings the following appeared in the Melbourne press on 20th September last:—India is facing
momentous issues in these days, and it is significant that in the midst of the turmoil a vast movement to unite the
churches of Southerh India will culminate in an inauguration service in Madras Cathedral on September 27.

More than 1,000,000 members will go into this united church, which represents the Anglicans, Methodists of
England and America, Church of Scotland, Congregationists of America and Britain, Basel Mission (Reformed
Lutheran), and the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

It is a Federal movement, rather than an organic one. Negotiations began in 1908, when the first united church was
organised among eight church and mission bodies operating in South India. This united effort was found very
satisfactory. Since then negotiations have been going on to enlarge the union, and to bring in those which stood
outside.

Dr. A. J. Saunders, Professor of Economics at Madras University for more than 30 years, who recently returned to
Awustralia, said there were three main reasons for this movement: the Indian Christians could not understand the
reason for denominationalism; they wanted an Indian church, free from direction and control by foreign bodies; and,
lastly, pressure groups of nationalism, agnosticism and materialism, and revived Hinduism and Islam were driving
the Christians together into fellowship and co-operation.

The basis of the church organisation will be the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments; the Apostles’ and
Nicene creeds; the two sacraments—baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and historic Episcopalianism. They have
already agreed on Episcopalianism as the best form of church government in India.

Events in India in recent times have been tragic indeed with the caste riots, and it is doubtful if even the best
informed outside the trouble areas can approximate the suffering and distress which “man’s inhumanity to man” has
brought upon the many millions in that unfortunate land. The above news item undoubtedly indicates a desire on the
part of church leaders in Southern India to present some united stand, in the way of church organisation, to India’s
millions of inhabitants, and the question may be asked if this effort could mean the spread of Christianity with better
hopes for peace and general harmony amongst even this small fraction of the great population of India.

While not wishing in the least to belittle the efforts of any organisation, associated with church systems or otherwise,
which seeks to promote better relationship between the various castes in India, or any other land, when it is a
question as to whether such a union of churches means the spread of Christianity it is quite a different matter.

The general idea amongst the promoters of church unity is to assemble numbers and record them on their list of
members, thus implying that adherance to the church really makes Christians. An instance of this was well illustrated
about twelve months prior to the outbreak of the Second World War, when at the Tenth World’s Christian
Endeavour Convention, held in Melbourne, a leading Indian missionary was quoted in the press as follows:

“Rev. Dr. Stanley Jones, India, urged the 20,000 people present at the evening convention to send men and women to
help India, particularly as 60,000,000 ‘untouchables’ were on the verge of turning to Christianity. He appealed for a
united Church in Australia, as a divided world would not turn to a divided Church for guidance.”

Viewing conditions in India today, after nine years since the above appeal by Dr. Stanley Jones, can it be concluded
that the failure of men and women to respond has meant the loss of 60,000,000 to the cause of Christianity? No,
indeed! The implication that if we can only do enough, or if all Christians can work hard enough, or if we can bring
enough pressure to bear upon the governments of earth, Christ’s Kingdom will be extended and “peace on earth,
goodwill to men” will result, manifests a failure to understand God’s Word and His purpose during this Gospel Age.

At no time did our Lord or the Apostles ever indicate that multitudes would be converted to Christianity in this
Gospel Age. With the exception of the early days of the Apostles, when, following the day of Pentecost numbers
were added to the true Church, the increase has been mainly by the ones and twos throughout the whole world. How
true it is, that it is one thing to have names written upon church memberships on earth, but quite another matter for
the names to be written in heaven.

However, the fact that the Lord’s true people are constituted a “little flock” in no way is intended to discourage zeal
amongst the members of this true church, but rather the opposite. Scarcity of any commaodity increases its value, and
this is truly so as respects the followers of Christ. St. Paul in writing to Titus declared that “Christ gave himself for



us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
(Tit. 2:14.) The Lord permits His people to show their zeal for good works in using their strength and means in
sacrificial service, to find other members who delight also to walk in the steps of the Master, while at the same time
making their own calling and election sure, by His grace.

The following few lines so aptly describe the true church on earth—"The Lord’s church, the only one to which the
name ecclesia, body or church is properly applicable, is so insignificant, so unostentatious, and comparatively so
poor in this world’s riches, that it is not recognised nor recognisable from the worldly standpoint. It is neither man-
made nor man-ruled; nor are its members enrolled on earth, but in heaven. (Heb. 12:23) . Its head and bishop is the
Lord, its law is His Word,; it has but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; and it is built upon the testimonies of the holy
apostles and prophets—Jesus Christ Himself being its chief corner-stone.”

This description is in harmony with the words of Paul to Timothy—"All Scripture given by inspiration of God is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17.) It will be noted by these words of the Apostle
that the Scriptures are fully sufficient for the guidance of all members of the true Church, therefore the addition of
the manmade creeds as the basis for the organisation in Southern India set up by the “united church” is unwarranted.
While both the creeds mentioned contain much Bible truth, they also contain some error, and it is the mixture of truth
and error in the creeds of men which makes void the Word of God today, just as our Lord declared of the religionists
of His day. (Mark 7:13, etc.).

The announcement of the united church movement in Southern India is also significant in view of world conditions,
for the same restlessness which is manifest throughout India is evident in most countries; this, of course, as seen
from the Scriptures, is a clear sign of the end of the age at hand, and it is very likely that further church union will
take place in various parts of the world, the idea being to hold the present institutions together at all costs. However,
«the Lord has declared that all the unions in the world will not, save any of the present-day church organisations;
their uniting together will make their fall the more complete when the time comes for “heaven and earth to pass
away,” to make way for the “new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (Matt. 24:35; 2 Pet. 3:10,
13)).

In Revelation 6:12-17 we have described in symbolic language the passing scenes which will witness the close of
this “present evil world,” covering perhaps about 160 years of the end of this age. The following quotation referring
to the “great earthquake” of Rev. 6:12 is significant—"1In the symbolic language of Revelation, the French
Revolution was indeed a ‘great earthquake’—a social shock so great that all ‘Christendom’ trembled until it was
over; and that terrible and sudden outburst of a single nation’s wrath may give some idea of the fury of the coming
storm, when the wrath of all the angry nations will burst the bands of law and order and cause a reign of universal
anarchy . . . A nation intoxicated with Babylon’s wine of false doctrines in church and state, and long bound by
priestcraft and superstition, there vomited forth its pollution and spent the force of its maddened rage. In fact, the
French Revolution seems referred to by our Lord in His Revelation to John on Patmos as a prelude to, and an
illustration of, that great crisis now approaching. It should be observed also that the same causes which operated to
bring about that great calamity, are now operating to produce a similar, but far more extensive revolution, a
revolution which will be world-wide.”

Concerning the other symbols in this passage in Revelation 6, the sun represents the Gospel light, the Truth—and
thus Christ. The moon as a symbol represents the light of the Mosaic Law. The (twelve) stars as symbols represent
the inspired teachers of the Church—the Apostles. The heavens represent the ecclesiastical powers of Christendom.
In fulfilment of the use of these terms the following is explanatory:— “God has recognised or appointed twelve
apostolic stars for the Church. From these and the sun and moon all the enlightenment of the Church was to proceed.
But Papacy, assuming ecclesiastical lordship of earth, has placed or “ordained” various stars, lights, “authorities,”
“theologians,” in her firmament; and the various Protestant denominations have done likewise, until the whole
number is innumerable . . . Wherever we look we can recognise the fact that while God’s consecrated people are
being specially fed and enlightened at the present time, yet with the nominal Church it is not so. Its sun is being
darkened; its moon is being turned into blood and its stars are falling.”

Significant indeed is the 14th verse of Revelation 6 —”And the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled
together.” The fulfilment of this feature we would look for in the present ecclesiastical heavens, with an attempt on
their part to unite that they might prevent the overthrow of the present order, as has been expressed:—’’Religious
people in general, not discerning that God’s time has come for a change of dispensation, will ignore reason, logic,
justice, and Scripture in defending the present order of things. It will be of little consequence then that the
ecclesiastical heavens (the religious powers, Papal and Protestant) will have rolled together as a scroll. (Isa. 34:4.).



The combined religious power of Christendom will be utterly futile against the rising tide of anarchy when the dread
crisis is reached. Before that great army (Joel 2:1-11), all the host of heaven (the Church nominal) shall be
dissolved.”

Verses 15-17 complete the picture with reference to all mankind, and have been explained as follows—"As the
trouble increases, men will seek, but in vain, for protection in the ‘dens’ and caves, the great rocks and fortresses of
Society (Trade Unions, Trusts, Free Masonry, Odd Fellowship, and all societies, secular and ecclesiastical), and in
the mountains (governments) of earth; saying, ‘Fall over (cover, protect) and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of His wrath is come.” In that time, financial
institutions, including insurance companies and beneficial societies, will go down; and ‘treasures’ in them will prove
utterly worthless. These caves and rocks of the mountains will not furnish the desired protection from the wrath of
this ‘evil day,” when the great waves of popular discontent are lashing and foaming against the mountains
(kingdoms.) “.

The Lord’s people alone can view the coming tumults of earth in faith and confidence, knowing that following the
“night of weeping” there comes “a morning ofjoy” for the poor groaning creation. And as respects their own
inheritance they rejoice in the words of Paul—"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” (Heb. 12:28.).

“HER CREED.”

She stood before the chosen few,
With modest air and eyes of blue;
A gentle creature, in whose face
Were mingled tenderness and grace.

“You wish to join our fold,” they said
“Do you believe in all that’s read
From ritual and written creed,
Essential to our human need?”

A troubled look was in her eyes;

She answered as in vague surprise,
As though the sense to her were dim,
“1 only strive to follow Him.”

Creeds change as ages come and go,
We see by faith, and little know ;

Perchance the sense was not so dim
To her who “strove to follow Him.”

—Selected.

God’s Promises Come True.

The above is the title of a very good book of Bible Stories for children published by the brethren in U.S.A.
Containing 376 pages, comprising 49 stories, it covers the whole of the Bible in a most interesting and instructive
manner. There are six full-page pictures and numerous smaller illustrations; also two very good maps and a list of
questions for teachers. Well bound in cloth and with gold title this book is supplied at 14/- post paid.

“ God and Reason.”

Vest Pocket Edition. 125 pages.

Explains the following:—The Way Out; Creator and Creation; The Bow of Promise; Has Christianity Failed?; The
End of the World; Signs of the End; The World’s Only Hope; God’s Law Restored.
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The Peace of God.

“The peace of God which passeth all understanding hall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.” “Great peace have they which love Thy Law: and nothing shall offend them.”—
Phil. 4:7; Psa. 119:165.

GOD’S LAW represents God’s will. All who are right minded, rightly disposed, will rejoice in having God’s will
well done. Originally, God’s will was written in man’s nature. After sin had effaced it there, God wrote it upon tables
of stone for Israel. It is the righteousness of this Law that Christians obey (the Divine regulations, the Divine
requirements, whatever they may be) so far as possible. We delight to do God’s will.

To love God’s Law, then, would be to appreciate the fact that God has a great purpose; to take delight in finding out
what God’s will is; and to have full confidence in His Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power. Great peace have all those
who so do. They do not understand every dealing of Divine Justice, but their faith holds to the fact that He is too
wise to err. Thus they have peace in confiding their interests to Him.

In this text the Apostle differentiates between the mind and the heart. The heart represents the affections. The
Apostle urges not only that we should have good feelings in the matter, but that our minds should be at rest. If after
we have made a consecration of ourselves to the Lord we should do something to violate our conscience in some
respect, we would feel estranged from Him. Then our hearts should know that we might draw near to the Lord again;
and we should endeavour by prayer to get back into harmony with God and thus to effect a reconciliation. Our Lord
has made provision on our behalf, that we should have an Advocate with the Father. (1 John 2:1.) He who appeared
in the presence of God for us at first is the same One who ever liveth to make intercession for us. So we come to the
Lord through the arrangement which He has made; and we rejoice that we may obtain forgiveness and grace to help
in time of need.

The text does not refer to our own peace, but to the peace of God, the peace which comes to us through a realisation
of God’s power, of His goodness and willingness to hold us by His right hand as His children. This peace stands
guard continually, as a sentinel, to challenge every hostile or worrying thought or fear.; It so keeps the Christian’s
mind that he at heart has peace with the Lord, fellowship, communion; and it guards his mind also, his reasoning
faculties, instructing him and assuring him respecting the Divine power, wisdom and love.

We should make request increasingly for grace and wisdom, and the fruits of the spirit, for opportunities for serving
the Lord and the brethren, and for growing more and more into the likeness of God’s dear Son. Under these
conditions the promised “peace which passeth all understanding” will guard our hearts and our thoughts. Selfishness
and ambition would find little room in hearts so filled. Even when in “deep waters” Divine peace can dwell in our
hearts and keep them.

The Apostle’s thought seems to be that those whom he addresses have come into harmony with God through
acceptance of His terms. Turning from all opposition, they have become the children of God through faith,
obedience, self-sacrifice and consecration to death. The Apostle urges that God’s peace should be in these and
should continue. They should be guarded by that peace. The expression, “through Christ Jesus,” suggests that as we
entered into this peace through our great Advocate, so we can continue in this peace only by His continuing to be our
Advocate; otherwise, through imperfections of the flesh, we would get out of harmony continually.

“Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” (Heb. 4:16.) Thus as we come daily and say, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us,” we abide in the peace; for we have this great Advocate. Therefore, this peace abides—a continuing
supply of grace through the great Advocate,
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