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God’s Workmanship. 
(Convention Address.) 

“We are God’s workmanship.” (Eph. 2:10.) 

“He worketh in you that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ.” (Heb. 13:21.) 

“Having begun a good work in you He will also finish it.” (Phil. 1:6.) 

THE thought in workmanship is to manufacture, to produce; for instance, Adam was the immediate workmanship of the hands of God, or, as 
stated in the text just quoted, the Church, the New Creation is especially the workmanship of God. What agencies He may employ to accomplish 
this is another consideration. Nevertheless, the Scriptures are very definite that all things originate from Him the Supreme Being.—”For of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all things.” (Rom. 11:36.) 

Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto (or till now) and I work.” (John 5:17.) Jesus, even before He was made flesh, was Jehovah’s faithful 
workman. For God by Him created all things that were created. 

The meaning of work is: to labour, wrought, or carry out operations; to produce effect by action and influence. The Lord’s workings or operations 
are such as to subdue all things unto Himself, in His own time and way, and such as will not be subdued shall be destroyed by His power, through 
laws which He has established—the irresistible law of cause and effect. “He worketh all things after the counsel of His own will,” and none can 
hinder or thwart His designs. 

The Scriptures assure us that God has determined that He will perform all His good pleasure, and His pleasure is to glorify and exalt righteousness 
everywhere in His vast dominion. “For Zion’s sake I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” (Isa. 62:1.) He is zealous for righteousness—’’Righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of His throne.” 

In ages past it has been His good pleasure to create heaven and earth. The heavens declare His glory, and the earth exhibits His handiwork ,in 
thousands of different ways and varieties--”Great and marvellous are Thy works Lord God Almighty.” Take, for instance, the construction of the 
human eye alone, Dr. Harold Wilson states as follows: “It is estimated that the human eye is capable of distinguishing 100,000 different colours 
and hues, and twenty shades or tints of each hue, making a total of 2,000,000 colour sensations which may be discriminated. If we consider the 
infinite variations in colour of earth, of plants and their blossoms, of clouds, in fact of all natural objects, such an estimate as this hardly seems 
excessive.” 

The Psalmist often thought upon God’s wonderful works. “I will meditate of all thy works, and talk of all thy doings.” (Psa. 77:12.) And when we 
consider the numberless multitude of all the heavenly host, their orderly grouping in various constellations, their continual, yet never conflicting 
movements, their perfect harmony and benign influence, they surely do speak to us of the great power, majesty and wisdom of the Creator, 
inspiring us with awe, reverence and admiration. God’s book of Nature can be read by the thoughtful in all nations, for all the shining heavenly 
hosts silently testify to the skill, goodness and glory of the Master Workman. 

God originally provided for the happiness and comfort of the first human pair by planting a garden eastward in Eden. This being the work of the 
Creator we can imagine it being a perfect beauty spot, containing all things that could be appreciated by the five senses, for all His work is 
perfect. At this point sin was permitted to enter into the scheme of things, not to bring about the destruction of His benevolent designs but to 
exhibit to angels and men, now and in the future, a further development and display of His mighty works. “He works in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform.” 

It is the special privilege of the Lord’s people now to trace the meaning of many of the Lord’s mysterious ways, for, says the Apostle Paul, “He 
has now made known unto us the mystery of His will, which He purposed in Christ.” And we do receive much comfort, strength and joy, and 
attachment to the Lord becomes more vital when we turn our minds upon Him and what He has graciously revealed concerning His works and 
dealings on behalf of His ancient people who trusted in Him. “I will remember the works of the Lord; surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. 
I will meditate upon all Thy works, and talk of Thy doings.” (Psa. 77:11, 12.) 

It is encouraging and a stimulus to our spiritual life when we meditate upon God’s wonders of old—the time and manner He has dealt with those 
who placed their trust in Him. There are all the Ancient Worthies placed before us for our consideration and how the Lord dealt with them; take 
Moses for instance. There is also the history of the chosen nation Israel and the demonstrations of His mighty power on their behalf, in their 

 



blessing, guidance and protection, as also in their punishment and corrections. At times He prospered them and punished nations who opposed 
them; at other times bringing their enemies against them as a flood, overwhelming them, leading them away captive, and then raising up 
individuals and nations to bring about their restoration again. 
 
“See the mystic Weaver sitting  
High in heaven—His loom below. 
Up and down the treadles go. 
Takes, for web, the world’s dark ages. 
Takes, for woof, the kings and sages. 
Takes the nobles and their pages, 
Takes all stations and all stages. 
 
Thrones are bobbins in His shuttle. 
Armies make them scud and scuttle— 
Web into the woof must flow: 
Up and down the nations go! 
At the Weaver’s will they go I  
“Calmly see the mystic Weaver  
Throw His shuttle to and fro; 
‘Mid the noise and wild confusion, 
 
Well the Weaver seems to know  
What each motion, and commotion, 
What each fusion, and confusion, 
In the grand result will show ! 
Glorious wonder! What a Weaver!” 
 
God’s workings on behalf of Joseph is another outstanding example for our encouragement. Many circumstances and people were involved in His 
works of old concerning Joseph, and yet the Lord could not show these wonders in His dealings with Joseph unless he had submitted in cheerful 
patience and faith to the experiences the Lord was supervising on his behalf. If anyone therefore desires the Lord’s assistance, such must co-
operate with Him in the work or scheme the Lord is operating and arranging, The Apostle Paul gives us that thought when he says, “We are 
workers together with God.” Oft times, though. the greatest work He wants us to do at a certain time, is to do nothing, but wait—lie still—or stand 
still. On one occasion when the enemy was in hot pursuit of the nation of Israel, and Israel appeared to be trapped and barred by the sea before 
them, Moses calmed the agitated and distressed people, saying, “Stand still, and see the salvation of God.” God’s mighty works were seen, the sea 
receded and Israel went through to safety, but the Egyptians were engulfed in the waters and destroyed. St. Paul speaks to us also when he said, 
“Having done all, stand.” 
 
We must be passive in God’s hand, manifested in patience, submission and endurance, and by this attitude under trial the Christian character is 
refined and strengthened; this in turn inspires hope. There is a beautiful hymn well worth considering here- “ Lie still and let Him mould thee. 
 
’Oh Lord, I would obey; 
Be Thou the skilful Potter and I the yielding clay.” 
 
This lying still is another way of saying, “Submit your will to Mine, and let Me have My way with you.” Are we ready to respond, “Oh Lord, I 
would obey”? 
 
The illustration is that of the clay and the potter. In some respects we are like the clay. We, as individuals, are just small fragments taken out of 
the mass. The skilful potter chooses the kind of clay for his particular purpose. It must be moistened, kneaded and prepared, so as to be in a 
proper, plastic condition to readily yield to the bending and moulding—it must yield to the hand of the skilful potter. Are we like the yielding 
clay? Are we lying still? Are we letting Him do His wonderful work—completing the final touches in order to produce the vessel fit for the 
Master’s use? Or are we rebellious, irritable, hard to control, wanting our own way? It is sad if this should be so; we could hardly sing with 
appreciation and understanding the chorus of this hymn, could we?— 
 
“Bend me, oh, bend me to Thy will While in Thy hand I’m lying still.” 
 
In this phase of our Christian life and experience our attitude toward our Creator must be that of lying still. This, of course, suggests submission of 
our will into His—co-operating ‘with Him in the circumstances in which He has placed us. If that is so, then we can thank God as Paul did when 
he recognised that the Roman Christians were yielding to the instructions. He says, “God be thanked that though ye were the slaves of sin. yet you 
obeyed from the heart that mould of instructions into which ye were delivered.” (Rom. 6:17, Diag.) There is only one mould of instructions into 
which all saints must be cast, namely, the revealed will of God. This alone can produce a New Creature. 
 
The figure used here is not that of the potter and clay, although the same results are obtained. The figure here used seems to be taken from the art 
of casting of metals. The ore is crushed and heated and refined and while in a liquid form is poured into a prepared mould or casting, and when set 
and cooled and taken out of the mould, the desired pattern of the mould is impressed on the metal. By yielding ourselves to God in obedience to 
His will, we are being moulded and this produces upon us the character likeness of His beloved Son, as verse 4 of the hymn expresses it “Impress 
Thine image on me fulfil Thy blest design, 
 
Till others see upon me that beauteous face of Thine.” 
 
That is our heart’s desire, is it not? Only by being cast into that perfect mould can we bear His image and likeness. We ask Him to fulfil His 
blessed design, and the Lord has a design for each life that is given over to Him without reserve. We are not in doubt as to what that design is, are 
we? But the operations which produce this are not the same upon each member of the Body of Christ; different characters need different 
treatment. “There are diversities of operations but it is the same God which worketh all in all,” says the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 12:6) , and this 
design will be completed. Paul confidently expressed himself to the Philippian Christians that the Lord having begun a good work in them would 
perfect it (Phil. 1:6.) 



 
“Fulfil Thy blest design,” we sing, and yet so often we make our experiences harder than they need be, simply because we cannot “Lie still and let 
Him mould us.” We are impatient and because of self-interest the clay is marred upon the wheel and the lesson must be repeated. 
 
There are some helpful lessons in Jer. 18:1-6. Although the lesson taught here was given to Jeremiah for his comfort and encouragement while 
speaking for the Lord as His prophet, and declaring to Israel the Word of the Lord in a message of threatening judgment to fall upon that nation 
and also their restoration again, yet, aside from this, we, as members of spiritual Israel, may draw helpful lessons for our encouragement from the 
lesson of the potter and the clay. We, like Jeremiah, must observe and consider the manner in which the potter formed the vessel. He took a lump 
of clay from the mass beside him, and after kneading it for some time to remove the air pockets, he placed it upon the wheel or disc which he 
worked with a treadle causing it to revolve horizontally, also using his fingers and instruments to fashion it. Gradually the lump begins to take 
shape, and when almost completed, suddenly, through a flaw in the clay, the vessel falls to pieces. “The vessel that he made was marred in the 
hands of the potter.” Naturally, one would think that the potter would cast this aside and select another lump of clay from the mass, but, no; the 
pieces are gathered up, pressed together and worked over, “and he made it again another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter.” At this point the 
message of God comes to us as it did to Jeremiah, “Cannot I do with you as this potter? Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in my 
hands, saith the Lord.” 
 
One lesson for us to keep in mind is suggested by the thought that just as the human potter had before his mind the particular kind of vessel he 
purposed to make, so the Divine Potter has constantly in mind the kind of vessel He intends us to ‘be. The pattern is before Him—’’conformed to 
the image of His Son” —and He is especially preparing these for future use. This means, then, that each vessel is especially the Lord’s 
workmanship and that He has a purpose for each one of us. Each of His people is important and precious to Him, and through Isaiah the Lord 
declares—”I have engraven thee upon the palms of my hand.” (Isa. 49:16.) 
 
We may not know just what position we will occupy in the Body of Christ, but we know it will be glorious—joint- heirship with Jesus in His 
glory, honour and kingdom. Many are called to this high and honoured station, but few at last will stand finally approved. May we each here be 
found worthy. 
 
Another important lesson suggested by the potter and the clay is in the use of the wheel. This may correspond to our daily round, the common 
task, which the Lord uses for our development. From the human standpoint many circumstances are commonplace, repetition and monotonous; 
because of this we are apt to become discontented, impatient, ill-tempered with our surroundings. This will cause restlessness, complaining, and if 
not overcome will end in disappointment and failure, and hindering the work of the Divine Potter, these may become stumbling stones to others—
not vessels fit for the Master’s use. 
 
Paul says, that every man wherein he is called should abide with God. (1 Cor. 7:20.) He reminds us, though, in this same connection, that if we 
can justly and honourably be made free from a condition not congenial to ourselves, we can take the liberty to free ourselves, but this of course is 
also placed before the Lord first, asking Him to work it out for our highest spiritual welfare. The circumstances and environments in which we are 
placed are evidently permitted by Him for a period to demonstrate our mistakes or weaknesses, or in order to produce within us certain qualities 
of character with which we will need to be equipped in order to meet successfully other experiences further along the way, as verse 3 of the hymn 
says “I need not fear to trust Thee, Thy love and skill are such, New lessons Thou wilt teach me while yielding to Thy touch.” 
 
Most of the potter’s work upon the vessel is don( with his fingers. This may suggest the communication of God’s power—His spirit upon the 
vessel. “A manifestation of the spirit is given to every one.” The wheel corresponds to the circumstances in which we are placed, so that God’s 
spirit within us, cooperating with the circumstances without, finally produces the vessel fit for the Master’s use in the Heavenly Temple. “Now he 
that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also bath given unto us the earnest of the spirit.” (2 Cor. 5:5.) We may be sure, therefore, 
that if God undertakes our discipline and fashioning, He will complete the end He has in view—our sanctification. 
 
It seems that the potter gathered together the pieces of the broken vessel and made it over again another vessel, and there are some helpful 
thoughts in this. Perhaps the second vessel was not quite so fair or beautiful as the first, perhaps one of less honour. Nevertheless, it would be a 
good vessel and fit for some kind of use. We behold in this the patience of the potter and that he is not wasteful in the use of material, also we see 
his practical ability to make use of clay which seemed naturally unsuitable. “Cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the 
clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, 0 house of Israel.” The same consideration may apply to us. 
 
Who is there that is not conscious of having marred and resisted the touch of God’s moulding hand? Who is there that bas not lamented’ 
opportunities of service and helpfulness which were lost through carelessness or stubbornness of will, hardness or selfishness of heart? Who is 
there who would not like to be made again as seems good to the Potter? Have we not sometimes felt like the prophet Isaiah of old,—”But now, 0 
Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very sore, 0 Lord, neither 
remember iniquity for ever.” (Isa. 64:8, 9.) 
 
We have placed ourselves in the hands of the Divine Potter to be moulded and fashioned, but who does not feel that we have sometimes marred 
God’s plan of life for us? What might have been our joy, our peace, our fellowship, just for the want of lying still—content—in the Potter’s 
hands, allowing Him to work upon us. Perhaps service for others has been a failure, because of lack of submission or readiness to accept the 
providences the Lord has arranged for us. So the Lord has to bring us face to face with the results of our perverseness, so that we may humbly see 
ourselves as we are, just clay—that’s all, and there is plenty of that,—as individuals we are just a small fragment of it. But the skilful Potter wants 
us to be something more than just clay, doesn’t He? Do we desire that too? Or have we become disheartened or imagine the great prize is not for 
us. It might seem easy to others; they are being fashioned into vessels comely and useful, but this is not for me; chances came and were missed—
better be flung amid the waste which is ever accumulating around the furnace of human life! Ah No! Not that! Listen —”He made it again another 
vessel.” “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden.” 
 
The Divine Potter can again take us up, and a seemingly useless product of clay may be made use of again— fashioned and moulded into a useful 
vessel to serve some place in the Divine Temple of the future. And for our encouragement we have recorded in the Scriptures characters who were 
made over again. There was one character associated with our Lord in His ministry, zealous., impetuous, confident of his own strength and loyalty 
to his Master, who, on one occasion directed and advised the Lord as to His experiences, but the Lord told him in no uncertain way that he was an 
adversary while in that frame of mind. Then, later, when the test of loyalty came he denied the Lord, denied that he had any association with Him. 
Poor Peter, just clay, wasn’t he? Yes, the knowledge of himself broke him up—he wept. But following the resurrection morning the Lord made 
Peter over again, didn’t He? “Simon Peter, lovest thou me more than these?” “Lord, thou knowest that I love thee,” was the response. This 
zealous disciple was indeed moulded and fashioned by experience and he became Peter the Rock, the Apostle of Pentecost. 



 
There is another character, not so prominent as Peter, but at one time of good service to Paul and Barnabas. For some reason, evidently not a good 
reason, he deserted the Apostle in his preaching tours —”Mark went not with them to the work.” Paul and Barnabas had a sharp contention 
because of him, but later we have Peter referring to him as his son (1 Pet. 5:13), and Paul refers to him again as a fellow labourer (Philemon 24), 
and as profitable to him in the ministry. (2 Tim. 4:11.) The Divine Potter made John Mark over again. 
 
The waywardness or unfaithfulness of a disciple may give rise to sharp contention; perhaps this too has some use and bearing upon the fashioning 
of such a disciple for his ultimate good, his recovery. Be that as it may, one thing is certain, namely, that nothing is lost in humbling ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God; indeed, this is absolutely essential if the Lord is to undertake to remodel us again. -Let everyone who names the 
name of the Lord renounce all wickedness. Now in a great house there are not only vessels (articles) of gold and silver, but also others of wood 
and of earthenware; and some are for honourable, and others for common use. If therefore a man keeps himself clear of the latter, he will be for 
honourable use, consecrated, fit for the Master’s service, and equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 2:20, 21.) 
 
We have been looking at this illustration of the potter and the clay which presents merely one angle of the Christian character, that of submission, 
patience, long suffering—passive qualities. But there must be more than these in a Christian character; there are other angles from which we must 
view other qualities necessary in the overcoming life—active qualities. For instance, we are urged to work out our salvation with fear and 
carefulness, for the perfected Church will be presented to the King in raiment of needlework which she has patiently worked into her robe. “Her 
clothing is inwrought with gold.” (Psa. 45:6, R.V.) 
 
For us to work out our salvation means of course “to effect by endeavour.” The Lord expects us to be workers together with Him. Our work must 
be a work of faith; our labour, a labour of love; our patience, a patience of hope; our fruitfulness, every good work, effectually working toward all, 
especially toward the brethren and sisters in Christ. What we do, or do not unto them, we do, or do not unto our Lord. Where there is a cause there 
must be effect. Every member or part in the Body worketh effectually. What is that effect? Paul says, “The edifying of itself in love,” and love is 
the most desirable quality; it is Godlikeness. This can be successfully fixed in our hearts only if we fulfil our part of being co-workers together 
with God. “For it is God who worketh in you both to will and to do.” (Phil. 2:12, 13.) 
 
When life draws to a close, when the moulding of the vessel is about complete, what then? What shape and beauty is there to be seen; are the lines 
of beauty more clearly defined? Has the vessel been fashioned, fired in the oven of experience? Has the Master given it the final touches of colour 
and beauty —the sweetness and purity of holiness? 
 
A delicate vase 
Of wonderful beauty and exquisite grace. 
Was it once the vile clay? Ah yes! yet how strange  
The Potter has wrought such a marvellous change.” 
 
Has experience and association with others done its work, and impressed and fashioned upon the vessel submission, full resignation to God’s will, 
sweetness and ripeness of character, thoughtful consideration for others, self-sacrifice, in honour preferring others, working for their interests, for 
their advancement and happiness? If so, then we are, as Paul says, “A sweet fragrance of Christ in every place.” 
 
Within my hand I gently hold the Garden’s Queen, a rose— 
The softly-sighing summer wind about it faintly blows. 
And wafts its wondrous fragrance out upon the evening air. 
And as I gaze upon the rose, so perfect and so fair, 
In memory’s halls there wakes, the while, a legend, quaint and old, 
How once upon a time, one day, a sage picked up. we’re told, 
A lump of common clay, so redolent with perfume rare, 
He marvelled, and the question wondering asked,  
“Whence dost thou bear Such fragrance, O, thou lump of clay?”  
 
In tones of deep repose  
There came the sweet reply, “I have been dwelling with the rose.” 
The while the legend stirs my soul, within my hand still lie  
The petals of the rose, and from my heart of hearts I cry, 
“Thou lovely Rose of Sharon, may I ever dwell with Thee, 
So closely that the fragrance of Thy love shall cling to me. 
Oh, fill me with the spirit of Thy sweet humility, 
Then all shall see and know, dear Lord, that I have learned of Thee; 
And let mine earthly pilgrimage, until, its blessed close, 
Each day and hour bear witness, I’ve been dwelling with the Rose!” (G.W.S.) 
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Convention News. 
 
Melbourne. 
 
IT is with much gratitude to the Lord for His blessings upon the gatherings of the Annual Convention, held in Melbourne over the Christmas 
period, that this review is presented, giving a brief outline of the many helpful sessions throughout the four days of happy dwelling together in 
spiritual fellowship by the brethren from near and far. 
 
It was a joy to the Melbourne friends to welcome brethren from three other States and parts of Victoria, and the participation of these visiting 
friends in the Bible Studies, Addresses and fellowship contributed much towards making the assemblies, really spiritual feasts of the truths of 
God’s Wordy. 
 
The Bible studies were particularly helpful, even though the time allotted did not allow full discussion on some points; however, the main features 
were well brought out in each of the Scriptural passages, and there was proof that upwards of fifty brethren can participate with great profit under 
the guidance of a capable chairman. At these studies there is the opportunity of manifesting the Christian quality of “preferring one another” in 
giving expression, while being alert to present thoughts briefly at the appropriate time, allows the best use of the time available. The passages 
examined were 1 Thes. 5:16-23; Rev. 3:713, and Rom. 8:14-23. (Psalm 102:15-22 was also studied on New Year’s Day, while some of the 
visiting friends were still present.) 
 
Addresses by the ‘brethren were most profitable and a wide range of subjects were ably dealt with by each speaker from the Scriptures. The topics 
for the addresses were:—”Love is the Fulfilling of the Law”; “Christian Fellowship”: “The Rock of Salvation”; “The Marriage of the Lamb”; 
“Despise Not, Faint Not”; “Working According to a Plan”; “God is Able”; “The Ministry of Healing”; “Behold a King shall Reign in 
Righteousness”; and “God’s Workmanship.” The last named address appears in this issue of “Peoples Paper” and others will be printed as space 
permits, and by this means some of the good things from this Convention will reach all our readers. 
 
On the closing day of the gatherings a Baptism Service was held during the afternoon, and this was very encouraging and uplifting as all 
assembled witnessed four dear friends symbolise their consecration to God, to be dead with Christ, if so be that they may reign with Him. There is 
always great joy to the Lord’s people to find other members coming into God’s family by presenting their lives a living sacrifice, through the 
merit of Christ’s sacrifice (Rom. 12:1) , and this occasion demonstrated the fact that God is still calling those of sincere heart condition who 
delight to walk in the Master’s steps.—”If we be planted together in the likeness of His (Christ’s) death, we shall be also in the likeness of His 
resurrection.” (Rom. 6:5.) 
 
At the three Fellowship Meetings opportunity for praise and testimony to God’s goodness, and “Hymns we Love and Why” provided helpful 
sessions of a more informal type, and the time available was well used. A Question Meeting was also held at which some good questions were 
answered briefly by the friends in similar manner to the Bible studies. 
 
The attendance at this Convention was good, and it was evident that all present received a rich blessing from the Giver of every good thing, which 
will no doubt be stimulating in the days ahead as we seek to call to mind the many encouraging lessons and exhortations, and thus be the better 
fitted for the Lord’s service, both now and in the glorious time to come. 
 
Messages of greeting were gladly received from Classes and friends over a wide area, and were much appreciated at the Convention, and thus was 
manifest the considerable number of brethren who were thinking of these gatherings and praying for the Lord’s blessing to attend them. The Lord 
answered these prayers very fully, and the brethren in Convention offered prayers also on behalf of the Lord’s people everywhere. The greetings 
from the Convention sent to the brethren in every place with Christian love, are found in Col. 3:1-4 and Psalm 100. 
 
The closing Love Feast, during which the hymns “Blest be the tie” and “God be with you till we meet again” were sung, and prayer of 
thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, brought to conclusion one of the most profitable seasons of refreshing experienced by the Lord’s people in 
Australia. 
 

Perth, W.A. 
 
The Convention held in Perth from Dec. 25th to 27th is now over, and while the attendance was small, the sweet spirit of the Master was in 
evidence—the smiling faces, the sincerity, the earnestness and zeal of all are hard to express in words. 
 
Christmas Day, spent at Kalamunda, was doubly enhanced by the beauties of our surroundings. It was a foretaste of the garden of Eden, and our 
study on the Beatitudes was in keeping. Surely we were blessed. The word beatitude means “to make happy, to bless, supreme blessedness:” this 
was indeed the experience of all, and this blessedness continued throughout the Convention, 
 
The discourses too were very helpful, by way of bringing to our minds the most important things in 
 
our Christian life, namely, love and zeal for the Lord, and the importance of making our calling and election sure. Our prayers are that the Lord’s 
blessings—the inspirations, encouragements,—may continue with us and all His people, that thus the work of grace may abound more and more 
to the praise of God, and that these seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord may bring fresh love and joy and zeal. 
 
Vie sincerely believe that the testimony of all would be, “It was good to be there.” The Lord fulfilled His promise of opening the windows of 
heaven and poured us out a blessing, for which we thank Him. Together with our Christian love the greeting we send from this Convention to one 
and all is found in Hebrews 13:20, 21. 
 

  



Our Lord’s Great Prophecy. 
(Part 4. Continued from December Issue.) 
 
AS we have seen, God has recognised or appointed twelve apostolic stars for the Church. From these and the moon and the sun all the 
enlightenment of the Church was to proceed.* And from these the true light, which has blessed the true Church, has proceeded. But Papacy, 
assuming ecclesiastical lordship of earth, has placed or “ordained” various stars, lights, “authorities,” “theologians,” in her firmament; and the 
various Protestant denominations have done likewise, until the whole number is innumerable. But God, while providing helps, evangelists and 
teachers to His true Church, has not ordained them with the authority of lights or stars. On the contrary, all of His faithful followers are instructed 
to accept as light only those rays of truth seen to proceed from the sun and moon and twelve stars ordained for that purpose. 
 
All the others of God’s people are during this age to be burning and shining lamps, and are not to put their lamps under a bushel, .but to so shine 
as to glorify their Father in heaven. The word star (Greek aster) is not used respecting any of the faithful (outside the apostles) in referring to them 
in this present life; but it is used with reference to those who depart from the truth, and become “heady,” false teachers, “vainly puffed up,” 
aspiring to be considered authorities in the same sense as the apostles, and who are styled “wandering stars,” “false apostles.”-2 Cor. 11:13; Rev. 
2:2; Jude 13. 
 
On the contrary, the Scriptures everywhere hold out the promise that the faithful, humble lamp-lightshiners of this present time shall by and by 
with Christ be the glorious and honoured seed of Abraham —”as the stars of heaven.” 
 
But not in the present “heavens” which shall shortly pass away with great commotion, will these shine;—no, but in the “new heavens”—the new 
ecclesiastical kingdom of the Millennial age. Of the same class, and of that same resurrection time, the Prophet Daniel (12:3) says. “They that be 
wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever.” The Apostle Paul 
also speaks of the Church’s future glory in the first resurrection, saying that their glories will differ “as star differeth from star in glory.” 
 
Now if God ordained only twelve stars as lights for His Church, as represented in Revelation (12:1) , is it not a great mistake for popes and 
bishops to regard themselves as successors of the apostles,—stars also? And is it not a fact that certain of the so-called “higher critics” regard 
themselves and are regarded by others as the equals or indeed the superiors of the apostles, as light-shiners, stars? And do not they and others 
show this, by preaching their own ideas, shining out their own light oft various subjects, without [*FOR an explanation of the symbols 
“SUN,” “moon” etc., see December 1948 issue of “Peoples Paper, ” copies of which are obtainable.] considering it 
necessary to consult or to give as proof the words of the inspired apostles? And if they quote or refer at all to the light of the true stars, the twelve 
apostles’ teachings, is it not rather to have them confirm their views or light, rather than to show that the teaching is light from the apostolic stars? 
And indeed the light of these false stars, “wandering stars,” is usually so opposed to that of the inspired twelve, that they can scarcely so much as 
find a suitable text from their writings. 
 
In our Lord’s prophecy these true star-lights are reckoned in as part of the gospel sunlight, darkened, withdrawn from shining; while the false 
stars, the worldly-wise, man-ordained lights of the present heavens are represented as making a great display in coming down to earthly 
conditions;—abandoning their once somewhat spiritual eminence, and in their teachings coming down to the level of earthly moralists and 
philosophers—to the Christian-citizenship- politics level. 
 
The shaking of the symbolic ecclesiastical heavens mentioned in the same connection has somewhat to do with these lights of Christendom 
coming to a lower plane of public teaching. This shaking would signify just what we see on every hand—a shaking up of the creeds and dogmas 
of Christendom, which, because of their admixture of errors, produce confusion whenever referred to,—as, for, instance the doctrine of elect and 
non-elect infants; the doctrine of the eternal torment of all who are not saints, over-corners, etc. 
 
As a consequence, many of the worldly-wise men who are starring before the public are already making every effort to distract attention from all 
such subjects. What other subjects can they find than either the true or the false doctrine of election; and the true or the false idea of God’s 
provision for the future life of mankind? Not knowing of the true, divine plan of the ages, and not wishing to awaken controversy along the lines 
of hell and infant damnation, what can these star preachers preach, that will attract to them the attention of the world? 
 
They can abandon spiritual themes entirely and descend to the plane of the natural man, to moral and political reform questions. They can go 
“slumming,” and preach the anti-slum gospel. They can join in Christian-citizenship Crusades, etc. And these things will more and more engage 
these pulpit stars; while others will create sensations by outdoing the most celebrated Infidels in statements of what they do not believe; in making 
sport of the Bible record of an Adamic fall into sin, and the idea of being saved out of something which is a myth, according to their Evolutionary 
theory. 
 
Who cannot see these signs fulfilling on every hand today! But the sun and moon and twelve stars are only partly obscured as yet; and 
comparatively few of the false stars have fallen from every pretence of gospel shining to the level of the comprehension of the masses to whom 
they shine. 
 
Coincidently, Luke (21:25, 26) adds other signs of this time: “Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves [the 
restless and lawless elements] roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth 
[society]: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 
 
The roaring sea and waves symbolize the restless masses of humanity, curbed, but not fully restrained, by the laws and regulations of society. 
Every one has heard some of this “roaring” for the past forty years, with occasional stormy outbreaks dashing like tidal-waves against the earth 
[social order] and seeking to swallow it up. Restrained for a time, these waves are gathering weight and force; and, as prophetically shown, it is 
only a question of a few years until all the mountains [kingdoms] are “removed and carried into the midst of the sea,” in anarchy. (Psalm 46: l , 2.) 
Every newspaper, not under the control of wealth, voices the roar of the restless “sea” class; and the others, though unwillingly, must give the 
echo of the roaring as matters of news. This it is, that in a period of proclaimed peace, is causing “distress of nations with perplexity.” 
 
And it is as men begin to realize that the sea-roar and unrest is due largely to the wane of superstition and of ecclesiastical influence, and as they 
more and more see the powers of heaven [sectarian creeds and systems] shaken, that their hearts are failing them for fear,—in apprehension of the 
things coming upon the earth [society]; but the strenuous efforts now being made to re-establish and unify sectarian power and influence, will be 



in great measure successful only for a short time; for it will surely disintegrate completely. 
 
(To be continued.) 
 

Correspondence. 
 
Dear Brother—Just a few lines trusting to find you and the other friends well. I am enclosing <£.2, to pay up for my “Peoples Papers” and Frank 
and Ernest work. Will you please send me 1,000 of the advertising cards as early as you can, and one of “Plan of God in Brief.” . . . That little 
book “The Mystery of Christ” I think is really wonderful, a beautiful explanation, and the articles in “P.P.” are excellent. With Christian love to 
all, Your Brother, by the grace of God. 
 
Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs Mrs. and myself have been following your addresses on Sundays for some time and enjoy the lectures very much. 
Both of us are up in years and delight to hear the Word of God explained. Would you kindly forward a few of your books dealing with the coming 
of Christ; thanking you in advance, Yours sincerely. 
 
Dear Sir—I received your literature on different subjects some time ago, and I now thank you for the same; could you send me those entitled 
“Where are the Dead?” and “What is the Soul?” 
 
Thanking you and praying that your Talks on 3GL of Frank and Ernest will be a blessing to many. Yours faithfully. 
 
Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs—I do not often get an opportunity to hear your session, but from what I have heard your interpretation of Scripture 
teachings seems more correct in my view than some that are put out by others. I would value a copy of this morning’s broadcast and also the book 
entitled “God and Reason.” I am, Yours sincerely. 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—I apologise for the delay in sending you this 2/- for the two copies of “Plan of God in Brief.” I have given them to those 
who are interested but do not know as yet what they think. I think it is a marvellous and condensed exposition of the plan, which is not generally 
set out as clearly by any of the churches, and will mean a great deal of light where people get confused. The accompanying paper—”Weep 
Not”— I found very helpful too; it contains the only kind of comfort any good to Christians bereaved of each other or their children; also it gives 
light on the tragedy of Bethlehem—the abuse of power in the wholesale murders, and the safety of those who were killed. I hope you will be 
much used of God and like Matthew your pen will provide food for millions of readers in this and the next age. Yours faithfully. 
 
To Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs—Would you let me have a copy of the last two Sunday radio broadcasts at 8.15 a.m.? I would like to meditate 
with them. I listen every Sunday and have my breakfast in the room so I don’t miss your message each Sunday morning. We are certainly living 
in very stirring times, watching and waiting for our Lord’s return, who only can solve the world’s troubles. Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
To Frank and Ernest—Enclosed please find p.n. for 5/- and many thanks for the splendid parcel of literature received. It has been most carefully 
read and passed on to others to read. Concerning the book mentioned in “Dawn” magazine, “The Conversion of Christendom,” where could we 
obtain a copy ? Can you send us “The Answer to Seventh Day Adventism”? We tell all our friends to listen in to your Sunday morning broadcasts 
over 2KY. Thanking you again, Yours sincerely. 
 
Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs—I would like a copy of your address and booklet “Plan of God,” if you would kindly send it to me. I listened in to 
your broadcast last Sunday from 2KY and was very interested. Would you please send a copy to my sister in the country as well, and oblige. 
Thanking you. Yours faithfully. 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—Please send me your booklet on “Hope Beyond the Grave.” Your talks on Sundays are very comforting and helps one to 
keep going and face the trials of this life. Would you take it as a signal of the end, the trouble in Palestine? Thanking you, Yours sincerely. 
 
(The articles in “P. Paper” on “Our Lord’s Great Prophecy” will contain references to events in Palestine in the next issue or two.—B. B. 
Institute.) 
 
Dear Frank and Ernest—As one of your many listeners I enjoy listening to your most helpful discussions. I am writing to ask if you would send 
me a copy of today’s Talk, also the booklet “God and Reason.” Thanks very much; Yours truly. Mrs.--, Tasmania. 
 

  



I Wish Thee Gladness! 
 
I wish thee gladness !—gladness, strong, uplifting;  
A true, sweet gladness with each fresh-born day; 
 
A gladness which, while land-marks all are shifting.  
Remaineth firm: to ne’er be swept away. 
 
I wish thee gladness!--gladness deep, abiding;  
Which comes when eyes of faith behold the Lord.  
 
The gladness of a prayerful heart-confiding, 
And daily dwelling on God’s precious Word. 
 
I wish thee gladness!—quiet, but yet telling; 
A gladness which will mark both tone and face; 
 
A gentle gladness, fount-like, inward swelling, 
And overflowing into streams of grace. 
 
I wish thee gladness! Yes, through all life’s sorrow;  
The gladness which, supreme, o’er all can rise; 
 
A gladness which, however dark life’s morrow,  
Doth have its springs beyond earth’s clouded skies!  
 
J. Danson Smith. 
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