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The Holy Spirit of Power, of Love and of a Sound Mind.

(Convention Address.)
“God has not given us the spirit offear; but ofpower, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (2 Tim. 1:7).

IN this text the Apostle is discussing the character of this spirit which God has given us. It is not the spirit of fear, nor the spirit
of dread, nor the spirit of timidity. Where the spirit of selfishness is, there is more or less fear accompanying it. It was the spirit
of fear which impelled our first parents to hide themselves from the Lord (Gen. 3:

10). So all down through the ages, the spirit of fear has exerted a powerful influence upon mankind. All fear, being a
manifestation of one form of selfishness, is made up of the elements of self-love. People fear lest they may lose some of the
things which they selfishly desire to retain. The spirit which actuates many of the heathen, as well as many in Christian lands, is
a’ spirit of fear. They are serving God not from a desire to be co-laborers in His work, but from fear. They have been taught that
they ought to go to church; they know not what God might do to them if they were to neglect to go. Some have said, “If, |
believed that there is no eternal torture, | would do all the wicked things imaginable.” They show by these words that they are
not impulsed by a holy spirit, but by a spirit of fear, a spirit that belongs to sin. The spirit of fear does not come from God.

There is, of course, a holy fear—a fear to do anything to offend God, or to offend a friend. And we ought to be afraid of
offending a friend, afraid of hurting or injuring a friend or anybody. If we love our Heavenly Father, we ought to fear to do
anything to displease Him. In Heb. 4:1, the Apostle says, “Let us fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any
of you should seem to come short of it.” Let us not fear evil but let us fear lest we fail to attain the blessings promised to the
overcomers. God will give those blessings only to those who reach a certain development of character. But the fear of the world
is wholly improper. If any of the Lord’s people have that fear they have received it from some other source than the spirit of
Truth.

The Apostle proceeds to tell us what this spirit of the Lord has brought to us. It has been a spirit of power, of courage. All who
are seeking,, to walk after the spirit and have a knowledge of the Lord’s love He will not forsake, but will deliver them from
evil. These have a courageous spirit, or influence of mind proceeding from this spirit of power. It gives them such energy that
they, are able to do more than otherwise they could. They have the peace of God to rule in their hearts, and His spirit works in
them to cause them to will and to do His good pleasure.

The child of God who is filled with the holy spirit is a giant in comparison with his own natural self; because his fears are
quelled his heart is established, his faith is rooted and grounded, and his soul is anchored sure and steadfast within the wail.
Thus he is held from being driven back on to the rocks of disaster when the stormy winds of trouble prevail., The holy spirit is
thus a power to those who possess. it, which has often caused amazement to their enemies. The gospel of Christ usually takes
hold upon the weaker ones who feel their weakness and who realise more than do the stronger their need of help. Yet such is the
transforming influence of the holy spirit upon those who receive it, that in their weakness they are made strong. The weak things
of this world are made mighty through God (through the spirit, the power of God) to the pulling down of strong- holds of error
and sin, and to the endurance of a good fight as good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 1:27; 2 Cor. 10:4; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4.).

This was true in time past, when the weak ones of the world espoused the cause of Christ, and were firm to the very end of life,
as martyrs, enduring unwaveringly trials and difficulties before which the strongest of the world quailed. And the same thing is
still true of the same class, for although the particular features of persecution have greatly changed, nevertheless it is still
necessary to “endure hardness as good soldiers,” and to “lay down our lives for the brethren,” and the weak things of the world,
yea, those that are naught, whom God bath chosen, are still confounding the wisdom and might of this world. (1 Cor. 1:27, 28;
Isa. 40:28-31; Psa. 29:11; Psa. 27:14).

This spirit of God in His people is not only a spirit of power, but a spirit of love, says the Apostle. The love here mentioned is
not the natural love possessed to some extent by all mankind, and even by the brute creation—in large measure a spirit of
selfishness. In those who receive the holy spirit of love this natural love should become intensified, broadened, deepened, and
should more and more lose its selfish characteristics, and become a generous love, a self- sacrificing love, based not upon
selfishness but upon principles of righteousness, truth, goodness, and the possession of the spirit, disposition of God. And this
spirit of love should continue increasing and abounding more and more, until that which is perfect is come and that which is in
part will be done away. So we find that those who receive the truth are very different from what they were before they had
received its spirit; and as a rule their neighbours and friends discern the change. All who have been in the school of Christ



become better people than they have ever been before. They are not necessarily better looking, but the spirit of the Lord helps
them to keep their clothes tidy and neat. It helps them to be more particular as to what they say and how they say it. It influences
their words, actions, conduct— everything. It makes them more patient and brotherly-kind. All these qualities are manifested
increasingly.

We are to receive more and more of the spirit of love. The love of God is to be shed abroad in our hearts. We must carefully and
patiently cultivate and exercise the spirit of love in its various phases—mercifulness, long suffering, kindness, lowliness,
meekness, self-control, etc. (Rom. 12:9, 10; Col. 3:12-14; 1 John 3:14, 16-18; 1 John 4:7-13, 16-21.).

In proportion to the measure of the holy spirit which we have, we shall have love, first, toward God; secondly, to the children of
God; thirdly, to our neighbours and friends, and lastly it will extend even to our enemies. It would lead us to be considerate of
birds and beasts also. The spirit of love has a generally benevolent influence. Whatever affects the thoughts is sure to affect the
words. Whoever has the spirit of love will manifest its influences and will become more loving and more loveable as that spirit
increases. (2 Tim. 1:5; 1 Thes. 3:12; 2 Thes. 3:5; Luke 11:9-13.).

In our text the Apostle assures us that God gives us also the spirit of a sound mind. When God created man He gave him a well-
balanced mind, Adam and. Eve did not need an outward record of God’s law; they had the sense of right and wrong so well
defined in their minds that they knew right from wrong instinctively. But when they fell, by disobeying God, they lost this
balance of mind.

As we come down the centuries from their day to ours, we find that this keen sense of right and wrong has become dull. Today
we see the indications of the spirit of an unsound mind on every hand. We find people worshipping bonds, stocks, giving the
best of their time to the worship of Mammon. They do not know what they are doing. These people are well illustrated in
Bunyan’s picture of the man with the muck-rake in his hand, drawing to himself straws, small sticks and the dust of the floor.
Above his head was one with a celestial crown in his hand. This crown he proffered to the man in exchange for the muck-rake,
but the man neither looked up, nor regarded what was said.

Today we see some who use muck-rakes, gathering all the trinkets of life, not knowing what to do with them after they have
been accumulated. The Lord’s people have the spirit of a sound mind, but the man who was raking for sticks and straws and
dust lacks the spirit of a sound mind. More or less we see all around us the spirit of an unsound mind, overlooking the things
that are really valuable and grasping at trifles.

There is no more wonderful manifestation of the holy spirit in the Lord’s people than that which the Apostle denominates “the
spirit of a sound mind.” The Lord’s people, by nature, are not more sound of mind than are the world’s people. Quite the
contrary. The tendency of the Gospel is to attract the more imperfect who realise their own impotency and their need of grace
and strength from on high, rather than to influence those who are of stronger and sounder minds, who, comparing themselves
with others, have a self-satisfied, self-righteous spirit of mind.

But whenever the Truth is received into good and honest hearts and brings forth its legitimate fruitage, and the Lord’s people
become partakers of His holy whether naturally strong or weak, they thereby obtain the “spirit of a sound mind”;—their
judgments are clearer, truer, more trustworthy, than before, because they have before their minds, first of all, the explicit
directions of the Lord’s Word in respect of what they should do, and what they should not do,—directions which cover almost
every feature and aim of life. Those who have accepted the Lord as their instructor and teacher, and who have His spirit of
obedience to the Father’s will, have the “spirit of a sound mind,” because they do not trust merely to their own understanding,
but by obedience to the Lord’s directions they are preserved in the vicissitudes of life from the snares and difficulties which
befall those who have not the guidance of superhuman wisdom.

The question arises; How, or wherein, does the impartation of the holy spirit to the Christian serve to repair his judgment, and
become to him the spirit of a sound mind? The answer is—the divine mind is perfect, absolutely “sound,” and consequently to
whatever extent Christians are able to set aside their own minds or judgments, on any or all matters, and to accept instead the
divine mind, will, judgment, for the control of their lives, to that extent they will have the spirit or disposition of a sound mind
—God’s mind. We do not mean that the brains of Christians undergo a change or a reversal of the order of nature in their
operation, but that under the guidance of the holy spirit, the spirit of the Truth, such learn gradually to rectify the errors of their
own judgments in respect of all the various questions which come before them, to harmonise with the teaching of the holy spirit
through the Word of God. (Prov. 3.).

What we and all mankind need is a sound mind, but the time for the general healing of the world’s mental and physical ailments
at the hands of the Great Physician is the Millennial Age, when fully introduced; but that age cannot be introduced and its relief
and blessings cannot come until the due time. Meantime, however, the called-out Gospel Church obtains, through her Lord and
His Word, His holy spirit—the spirit of His sound mind, which is the same as the Father’s mind .or spirit. And in proportion as
each member utilises his privileges in this connection he will be helped over the natural mental and physical troubles which
beset us in common with the whole world of mankind.

The Word of the Lord, through the Apostle, directs us thus—"I say . . . to every man that is among you not to think of himself
mare highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly (not according to the flesh, but according to his new nature) according
as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.” (Rom. 12:3.) It is a life work with many to conquer their too high
appreciation of themselves, and to obtain the spirit of a sound mind as respects their own talents, but they are assisted in this
work of rectifying their pride by the words of the Master—’’"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” They are
assisted also by the words of the Apostle, “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace (favour) to the humble.” “Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.” (Matt. 5:5; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5, 6.).

As a matter of fact, however, not many great, nor many wise, according to the course of this world and according to their own
estimation of their own wisdom, hath God chosen, but rather the poor of this world, rich in faith—those who trust not to their
own wisdom, nor to their own righteousness, but accept Christ as their wisdom, their justification, their all.



Those who are too humble (too lacking in self-confidence) are encouraged and uplifted and made useful to themselves and to
others by the same spirit of truth which reproves’ and corrects, those who are over-confident, self-assertive, self-conscious, self-
conceited. The former are encouraged by assurances of God’s aid; the latter are restrained, moderated, brought into subjection
and taught what is pleasing to God and helpful to themselves. As the Apostle says, “If any man (confidently) think that he
knoweth anything (of his own wisdom), he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.” (1 Cor. 8:2.). But transformations of
character come not from saying, “Lord, Lord,” nor from having a Bible in one’s possesion; nor from joining a human
organisation called a church, but from joining Christ and receiving from Him the spirit of His Word, the spirit of truth, the spirit
of holiness, the spirit of a sound mind—His holy spirit and the Father’s.

The man who has, by the grace of God and his own acceptance of that grace, come into possession of the spirit of a sound mind,
has much advantage every way over the remainder of mankind; for the spirit of a sound mind is a spirit of wisdom. Such a one
values more correctly than others the things of this life—wealth, fame, social position, etc. From his new standpoint he sees
things connected with all these which others do not notice. His mind, instructed from the Lord’s Word, discerns that if he should
amass all the wealth of the world, he could take none of it with him when he dies. He sees that fame is a very hollow and very
transitory thing. He sees that society is very shallow, and its professions of esteem, etc., often insincere. The children of God,
now begotten of the holy spirit to the “high calling” of this Gospel Age, have something offered to them which attracts their
minds away from the trifles and delusions which captivate and often frenzy the minds of mankind in general. Theirs are higher
joys, higher ambitions for a higher social standing, for greater riches and for a Kingdom—for heavenly riches and a heavenly
and eternal Kingdom. The ambitions inspired by these heavenly promises are holy ambitions, full of mercy and good fruits, and
operate along the lines of love, while the operations of the earthly ambitions are along the lines of selfishness.

The man or woman whose aim is lifted from these earthly toys and vanities and ambitions, and placed upon the heavenly,
certainly has much better opportunities for exercising a sound judgment in respect of all the affairs of this present life, because
he looks upon them from a comparatively disinterested standpoint. He is in the world, and obliged to live and provide things
needful, decent and honest in the sight of all men; but being relieved of inordinate ambitions toward worldly things he is
proportionally relieved from the pressure of avarice, covetousness, pride, etc., and the better enabled to think and to act justly,
and to exercise kindly sympathy toward all. This spirit of a sound mind, or better judgment of the experienced Christian, is a
new mind or disposition begotten in him from above by the exceeding great and precious promises of the Word of the Lord. (2
Pet. 1:4.). He is thus helped by the spirit or disposition of a sound mind, the holy spirit of the Lord. His mind will be sound in
proportion as he receives and is filled with the holy spirit, and this will be rapid or slow in proportion as his love for the Lord
and His righteousness is fervent or cool.

When the present life is viewed from the standpoint of the holy spirit, presented in God’s Word, it is seen to be but a schooling
season, a preparation for a future life for all who see that prize and hear the “call.” However, only those whose eyes are opened
and who see from the inside can realise how unwise is the course of the majority of the world. who, so far from curbing their
own selfish propensities -,-and Cultivating the nobler and truer elements of their fallen natures, are in many instances
undermining character, and leaving the world at death weaker in character than when they were born into it.

On the other hand, while the Word of God and the holy spirit of that Word restrain our ambitions for earthly riches, and assure
us that the “love of money is the root of all evil,” (1 Tim. 6:10), they protect us from the opposite extreme of slothfulness,
indolence, instructing us that each should provide things honest in the sight of all men, and especially for the necessities of his
own household. They exhort us to. be “Not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” (Rom. 12:11) . Thus,
those who have the Lord’s Spirit are guarded against the folly of those who spend their life with Bunyan’s “muck-rake,”
gathering to themselves treasures of no real worth; they are also guarded against the unsoundness of indolence and exhorted to
be energetic in all good services which will be helpful to humanity and which will meet with Divine approval and be accepted
as a service “done unto the Lord,” which will have His abundant reward in the life everlasting.

The spirit of a sound mind sees in the present life opportunities for the attainment of riches of character, riches of grace, and for
the laying up of treasures which neither moth nor rust will consume, but which will be enduring— eternal joys. Not that the
spirit of a sound mind leads us to live in the future to the neglect of the present; rather, it lives wisely in the present by keeping
,in memory the future.

The spirit of a sound mind broadens and deepens character along all its good lines; it not only helps its possessor to take correct
views of himself, but also to take correct views of his fellows in degradation, and it enlarges his sympathies. He realises the
impairment of his own mind and body through the fall, and his” own need of mercy and helpful correction, as well as the similar
derangement of the whole world of mankind and the general need for sympathy and aid for correction. As he learns to rectify
the deficiencies and inequalities of his own mind, he sympathises the more with others who are without this regulating principle,
this spirit of a sound mind, and who are hindered from accepting it by reason of the opposition of the Adversary, “the god of this
world,” who blinds the minds of them that believe not, lest the glorious light of divine goodness, in the face of Jesus Christ,
should shine into their hearts and should bring to them the spirit of a sound mind (2 Cor. 4:4.).

In proportion as he develops in this holy spirit of sonship, “a new creature in Christ Jesus,” he becomes, through its operation,
gradually more patient, more loving—maore Godlike. And these benevolences of character will affect not only the outward acts
of his life, but also his words and his thoughts. In proportion as this holy spirit discountenances a dishonorable or dishonest
action, in the same proportion it discountenances a dishonorable or a dishonest word in respect of friend or neighbour or enemy;
and similarly, it discountenances the slightest injustice or unkindness of thought to any of these.

The one possessed of this spirit of a sound mind, the holy spirit, the spirit of love, will, in proportion as he comes into
possession of it, be less touchy in respect of his own rights, privileges, preferments, and more considerate for the rights and
feelings and preferences of others. The will of the Lord must, of course, stand first, but next to pleasing the Lord he will take
pleasure in pleasing others with whom he may come in contact, especially those of his own family; and in harmony with this
desire to serve and to please the Lord first, and then the Lord’s family, and all men as he may have opportunity, his thoughts
will operate, his words be guided and regulated, and his conduct shape itself.

It is doubtless true that on whatever plane of mental decrepitude, immortality or unwisdom, the truth and grace of God shall



reach a man or woman it will lift up and make him or her the nobler, the purer, the kinder, the gentler, the more considerate of
others—in proportion as he or she receives this new mind, the spirit of a sound mind.

We do thank God for this gift He has given us—the gift of His holy spirit in our hearts—the spirit of power, and of love, and of
a sound mind. We realise that this blessing has come to us because we are abiding in Christ. Let us strive by earnest faith and
prompt obedience to the Word and spirit of the Lord to cultivate and increase in our hearts the fruits of His spirit, so that we
may be developed more and more and ultimately be counted among those who will hear those words of commendation from the
Master—"Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord.” Only the servants and handmaids of the Lord
have yet received this holy spirit of God—this spirit of a sound mind. Thank God the time is near when through the ministries of
these servants and handmaids, glorified and empowered with the King of glory, all the world shall be blessed and the Lord shall
pour out His holy spirit, the spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind, “upon all flesh.”

We would see Jesus—for the shadows lengthen,
Across this little landscape of our life;

We would see Jesus, our weak faith to strengthen,
For the last weariness—the final strife.

We would see Jesus—the great Rock foundation,
Whereon our feet were set with sovereign grace;
Not life, nor death, with all their agitation,
Can thence remove us, if we see His face.

We would see Jesus—other lights are paling,
Which for long years we have rejoiced to see;
The blessings of our pilgrimage are failing,
We would not mourn them, for we go to Thee.

We would see Jesus—this is all we’re needing,
Strength, joy, and willingness come with the sight:
We would see Jesus, dying, risen, pleading,

Then welcome, day! and farewell, mortal night.
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Convention News.

Adelaide

THE Easter Convention at Adelaide was once more a happy and helpful season of spiritual refreshment and blessing. The four
days from Good Friday to Easter Monday were well occupied in afternoon and evening meetings, and the Lord’s blessing was
surely upon the gatherings.

We were glad to welcome some brethren from Melbourne and from the country -in South Australia.
The Bible studies which occupied our thoughts were from John 15:1-21; Heb. 2:1-9, and 1 Cor. 13:1-13.

The topics of the: addresses by various brethren were as follows:—”Some Thoughts on Christ’s Resurrection”; “Running the
Race”; “What Hast Thou Done?”; “Some Thoughts from 2 Tim. 1:7”; “Is there Hope of Deliverance from Present Distress of
Nations?”; “Think on These Things”; “Exhortation in Philemon,” and “The Brotherhood of Christ.”

Also a Praise and Testimony meeting; a Question meeting; a discussion on “What Scriptures are most applicable for today?”
and a fellowship meeting with “Hymns we love,” added to the interest and helpfulness of the occasion.

We were pleased to receive messages of Christian love and greeting from various Classes and brethren; and the message sent by
the Convention to the Classes and friends is found in 1 Cor. 16:13, 14.—"Watch ye; stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong; Let all your things be done with _charity.”

Earnest students of God’s Word are well aware of the significance of the times in which we are now living. The signs both in
the church and in the world surely indicate that we are fast approaching the end of the age—the end of the harvest period. “The
harvest is the end of the age.” The Convention gatherings do help us to be alert and zealous, seeking by the Lord’s grace to
“make our calling and election sure,” by giving “the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip.

The Convention closed with the usual Love Feast, and singing the hymns “Blest be the tie which binds,” and “God be with you
till we meet again,” and with prayer of thanks to the Giver of every good gift for His blessings bestowed, and for His grace and
strength to help us in the days ahead that we may bring forth much fruit to His praise. “Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.”

Sydney

On looking back we all find that the Convention just closed has been a great blessing to all who attended it. Judging it from a
worldly standpoint it would be pronounced “a poor show,” for the world always judges by numbers, but viewed from a spiritual
standpoint it attained a mark to which the world can never attain.

The attendance grew slightly over the three days from Good Friday with 20 present on Easter Sunday. We had the pleasure of
the company of friends from Canberra and Glenbrook, as well as a dear Sister who so valiantly works in the radio witness, and a
dear old Brother among us again after some years of ill health. Altogether the tone of the gatherings was very high.

The addresses were very helpful and uplifting. The first on the subject “Think on These Things,” was a great aid in the
purification of heart and mind. The next on “Universal Joy” brought home to our minds the great love of God for the church and
for the world as outlined in His divine plan. Another address on “The Reign of Christ” recalled the importance of the Kingdom,
while the following address on “The Signs of the Present Time,” exhorted us not to grow apathetic but continually to look for
and desire Christ’s Kingdom. A further address was very helpful and uplifting also, being based on the grace of God and how it
is only by a realisation of the ransom that we began to appreciate our need of salvation and other related subjects. The closing
address pointed out that though parting was sad, and, under present conditions inevitable, we were all looking forward to that
great General Convention, beyond, which would be eternal, and where there would be no more parting.

On Sunday afternoon a half hour session was devoted to “Hymns we love,” during which friends suggested a verse or two of a
hymn which was sung and then a little testimony was given in connection with it.

Finally, we wish to place on record the wonderful co-operation of the friends from Canberra and Glen-brook without whom the
high mark of success of this Convention could not have been achieved, also the zealous work of the dear Sisters who laboured
so hard to provide the amenities and the music for these gatherings. To all these dear colabourers may the Lord give His richest
blessings.

Perth -

At Easter time a very helpful Convention was held in Perth from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. We were glad to see some
visitors from other parts and feel assured that the fellowship was of benefit alike to members of the Perth Class and visitors.

On Friday afternoon the programme provided for a study on 2 Cor. 5:16-19. The fellowship session taken at teatime was along
the lines of “My favourite Manna Text,” and was very helpful. In the evening a symposium had been arranged—four brethren
speaking on Matt. 7:13-29, a few verses being allotted to each brother.

The Saturday session was held at the home of one of the brethren. The study was on Eph. 4:14-21, and in the evening three
addresses were given on the subjects “What is our Sabbath?”; “What is our Baptism?” and “What is our Hope?”



Sunday, April 6th was the closing day. In the afternoon our study was from Zechariah 14:1-9. Tea was followed by a Praise and
Testimony meeting, and in the evening the final address was given the subject being—"What the spirit saith unto the Churches”
(Rev. 2 and 3).

Messages of goodwill from Classes in three of the Eastern States and from individual members were much appreciated. A very
helpful Convention closed with the singing of the hymn “God be with you till we meet again.”

Memorial Observances.

Melbourne

THE brethren in Melbourne gladly gathered on the evening of 3rd April to observe the Memorial of Christ’s death in harmony
with His request to “Do this in remembrance of Me.”

Studies over the previous weeks had refreshed the minds of all on the significance of this solemn service instituted by our Lord
on the night in which He was betrayed.

Appropriate hymns and prayers, with Scripture readings from the Gospels of Matthew and John, and an address covering
particularly the last hours of our Redeemer’s earthly course assisted all present to view again the death of Christ in its truly
sacrificial sense as “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world.” The deeper significance of the Memorial, as
revealed by St. Paul, whereby the consecrated followers of Christ were privileged to sacrifice their lives in the same manner as
their Lord was impressed again; thus from the primary and deeper standpoints those observing the Memorial “show forth the
Lord’s death till He come.”

Following the prayers for the Lord’s blessing upon the emblems and upon the other dear members in Christ everywhere, the
brethren partook thankfully of the bread and wine in silent contemplation of the solemn vows once again symbolised before the
Lord and in the presence of His people, to be kept faithfully, by His grace and strength, to the close of the pilgrim way. It was a
joy to have some newly consecrated members present to partake of the Memorial for the first time.

Geelong, Vic.

On Thursday evening, April 3rd, a little band of those who love the Lord met together to obey His injunction to “do this in
remembrance of Me.”

Studies in Exodus 12 on two previous Sundays, together with readings that night in Mark 8:27-38; Matt. 26:17-20, 26-29; 1 Cor.
11:23-36; 10:16, 17; Luke 22:7, 14-20, and a short address that called to mind what our Saviour’s sacrifice meant to us,
rehearsed His last days and hours on earth and tracing our relation to those experiences as His followers, sought to bring us
humbly and reverently to the table of the emblems, which were partaken of in a manner strictly adhering to that instituted by our
Lord and made known to us by the Apostle Paul.

The singing of hymn 166 (B. S. Hymnal) dismissed our gathering in which we were strengthened by His grace to endure yet a
little longer “the sufferings of this present time,” in calm and certain hope that if we abide faithful to the end we shall participate
eternally in the glory to follow.

Birchip. Vic.

On the evening of Sunday, March 30th, three visiting Brothers from different parts of the state were privileged to assemble with
two Sisters in the Birchip home where in previous years happy hours of Christian fellowship had been spent, the purpose being
to commemorate together the Memorial Supper as instituted by our Lord.

All present participated in the simple service of hymns, prayer, Scripture reading and short address that preceded the partaking
of the emblems during which we remembered reverently and thankfully His sacrifice for us, and considered and renewed our
own consecration vows, our readiness to be broken with Him and drink of the cup of which He drank, in the joyous hope of one
day soon, drinking it new with Him in the Kingdom—the suffering all past and naught by glory to follow.

Adelaide

The Memorial of our Lord’s death was observed by the Adelaide Class on Thursday evening, April 3rd. We esteemed it a
privilege to “Do this in remembrance” of that great transaction consummated at Calvary over nineteen centuries ago.

We realise that all our hopes of life, both for the Church and for mankind in general, were dependent upon the faithful carrying
out of our Lord’s sacrifice even unto death. We sang some hymns suitable to the occasion, and read some Scriptures reviewing
the typical Passover and those which record our Lord’s last hours on earth, and a Brother presented some thoughts appropriate
to the occasion. Then, after prayers for the Lord’s blessing upon the service, and upon His faithful people everywhere, we
partook of the emblems with grateful hearts for the privilege granted us of thus “showing forth the Lord’s death” as the only
basis of our hope of life, and also resolving that by His grace we will endeavour to be faithful to Him and to our pledge of
consecration to be “dead with Him,” to “suffer with Him” that we may be permitted to enter into His Kingdom of grace in due
time.

Sydney

For this solemn ceremony twelve of the brethren gathered together at the Child Study Room, Liverpool Street, Sydney. We had
expected more but heavy rain prevented some of the aged friends who live at a distance.



After singing hymn 122 a Brother addressed the gathering on the life, love and sacrifice of our Lord, and the grand example He
is to all His footstep followers. Dwelling on this subject for some time the Brother pointed to the purpose of our being gathered
together that evening and invited the members to join in partaking of the Memorial.

Another address was given on the subject of the Passover Memorial itself by reading from Exodus 12:1-14 on the subject of the
Jewish Passover and then comparing type with antitype, pointing especially to the Passover Lamb, and that with the death of our
dear Redeemer on Calvary’s cross the type ceased, being supplanted by the antitype.

We recalled also our participation in the Lord’s cup of suffering, and our communion in the loaf as members of His Body. After
reference to our privileges and obligations as members of the Body of Christ, and to whom is worthy to participate, a brief
period of silent self-examination was recommended, following which a blessing was asked upon the bread and the cup and the
emblems were partaken of.

After the singing of hymn 174 the gathering silently dispersed and thus ended another one of these blessed seasons, and with
God’s blessing another milestone to eternity.

Canberra

Once again it has come to the time for us to remember our Lord’s death and the occasion brings vividly to our minds the reason
why He died, also the circumstances in which that death took place and the most important events that followed His resurrection
and thus the approval given by the Heavenly Father of the worthiness of our Lord’s sacrifice to take away sins.

The meaning of the bread and fruit of the wine was ably explained by a Brother and we realise again the need to be crushed
together with our Redeemer before we can drink the new wine together with Him in the Kingdom. The thought of having grace
sufficient for the journey to its end is an added incentive to press forward to the mark of the prize before us, and so we renewed
our devotion and consecration realising that the time is not far distant when the end of the Narrow Way will be reached and the
Highway will be ready for traffic.

There were eight of us to keep this simple feast this year. The number was few but we experienced a rich blessing from the
Lord, to whom we give thanks for the privilege of walking in His steps.

Glenbrook, N.S.W.

Once again the solemn Memorial season has passed and here at Glenbrook seven of us were privileged to .partake of the sacred
feast. Our minds were carried back to the origin of this most sacred Pascal Memorial as found in the early history of the
Hebrews —the ceremony as originally instituted and described in Exodus 12. We saw that the Israelites understood only the
letter of this ceremony, but we, by the grace of God, can see that Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7), and that
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was the antitype of the Passover lamb.

We were reminded that this solemn and sacred feast called for great sobriety and humbleness of mind in approaching it, so with
all our hearts’ deep devotion we partook of the solemn feast with grateful thanks to God for the blessed privilege which was
ours.

Perth

The members of the Perth Class celebrated the Memorial of our Lord’s death on the evening of Thursday, 3rd April. Eighteen
members were present. The officiating Brother drew the attention of the friends to the solemnity of the occasion and to the
significance of the emblems. The depth of the meaning of the service was also explained with readings from the Gospels and
from writings of the Apostle Paul. The service was a particularly helpful one, and we feel sure that all participating felt
encouraged to press on more zealously in the narrow way of sacrifice and devotion to the service of our Lord and Head.

Bumie, Tas.

The Memorial Service was held this year at the borne of a Sister with five in attendance. The Brother gave a very interesting
address beginning with the Passover in Egypt and showed how the passed over ones (the first-borns) were used by God to lead
the whole nation forth from bondage and slavery to the promised Cannan.

Passing on to the “upper room” he dealt with the real Lamb of God. After a brief survey of His childhood He was shown at
Jordan where the surrender of His humanity was so complete that He could say thereafter that the works He did and the words
He spoke were not His but His Father’s.

Reviewing further the events in that “upper room” it was shown in the breaking of the bread and passing it to His followers that
they were permitted to become part or members of His body, which body is still being offered at the hands of the great High
Priest and which later will constitute the Bride in glory. Other illustrations were given to show that we have no merit in
ourselves, but we are justified by faith in Christ in order that we may be acceptable to present our bodies a living sacrifice as we
walk in the steps of our Lord.

Conducting Bible. Studies

THE manner in which Bible studies are conducted in the various Classes is important for the welfare of members, and an
observer is impressed with the fact that while the chairmen desire to promote the progress of all at the studies, one fault in
evidence it too much speaking on the part of the leaders themselves.



It is an incorrect idea for class leaders to feel they are called upon to give a little speech after each member of a class has spoken
on any particular subject; it tends to hinder rather than encourage members to express themselves when they are waiting for the
chairman to cease before they are able to speak on a subject already before the class. It matters not that the leader has the very
best of thoughts; it is not Bible study for the chairman to take up as much time as all the other members combined. Provided
members keep to the subject or verses of Scripture under review there is no necessity for the chairman to add more than a word
or two of thanks between each speaker, (except when a wrong thought is expressed) until the summing up, which also should be
as briefly as possible. Especially should this matter of refraining from speaking after each member be observed by the chairman
at the tea table when the “Manna” text or question is being considered in more informal fellowship.

Members having had the opportunity of speaking freely on a subject should refrain from covering similar thoughts again after
the chairman has summed up, and all can help greatly by keeping strictly to the particular matter before the class.

Most happy and blessed are those studies where the members come well prepared with their thoughts and related Scriptures, and
are alert to which verses are under review and express themselves brieflly and to the point, the chairman calling for all thoughts
on each subject or verse without entering the discussion himself, apart from directing the study, and then concluding the matter
with a helpful summing up that gives a feeling of helpfulness and satisfaction to all present. To conclude a study abruptly and
leave a subject in the air, so to speak, is not helpful; far better to cover less ground and for all to realise a feeling of finality and
blessing from a well completed examination under the guidance of the spirit of the Lord.

Correction.

We are glad to acknowledge a mistake in April “Peoples Paper” on page 27, second column, as pointed out by one of our
brethren, as follows:—”Your Memorial article was very good and impressive and should be of much benefit to new creatures.
There was one slight mistake, as Jesus was not arrested by Roman soldiers. There were no Roman soldiers in r and the Jewish
rabble consisted of the servants of the high priest and the attendants of the Synagogue, armed with sticks and staves. The
Romans had no concern with Jesus until He was brought before Pilate in the morning to be further maltreated.”
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