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The Memorial Supper. 
 
NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh which is called the Passover.” Such is the sacred narrative announcing 
the last Passover Supper of which our Lord partook. Once more we have the Passover with us. It is in some respects the 
most hallowed occasion of the year, observed by disciples of Christ as a Memorial and celebration of their Master’s 
sacrificial death, and of their participation with Him in that death in hope of the glory to follow. 
 
While the Jews still apparently think more of the Passover week than of the Passover lamb, the spiritual Israelites on 
the contrary and in harmony with the example of our Lord and the Apostles have special respect for the lamb, which 
typified the “Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world,” and under whose blood of sprinkling we, who now 
believe, namely the “Church of the Firstborn,” are passed over or spared in advance of the world. 
 
It is again the great question of atonement, redemption, and deliverance, that comes before us as we gather at the table 
of the Lord. The Passover lamb reveals primarily the Divine method of dealing with sin, of satisfying the claims of 
Justice against our race. Typically this was the great question on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month, 
namely, how can God exempt from judgment, and receive into His favor, those whom His holiness condemns? To this 
most solemn question, there was but one answer that would satisfy the demands of the God of holiness, and that was 
the blood of the lamb of His own providing. “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” This settled the all-important 
question. It was one of life or death, of deliverance or judgment. The blood-sprinkled door-post was a perfect answer to 
all the claims of holiness, and to all the need of the congregation. 
 
Israel was now at peace with God, a sheltered, saved, and happy people, though still in Egypt, the land of death and 
judgment. God was now pledged to deliver Israel—precious type of the perfect security of all who are trusting in the 
blood of Christ. They were securely and peacefully feeding on the roasted lamb, when “at midnight, the Lord smote all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto the firstborn of the captive 
that was in the dungeon and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all 
the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.” (Exod. 
12:29, 30.) “But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast; that ye may 
know how that the Lord hath put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.” (Exod. 11:7.) 
 
Observing in the type the slain lamb, its blood sprinkled upon the door-posts and lintels of the home, and the flesh 
eaten with bitter herbs, we apply this in the antitype and see Christ as the real Lamb, see that His blood sprinkled upon 
our hearts cleanses them from a consciousness of evil and gives us an assurance of our being passed over, of our being 
spared. of our being granted life through His blood. This sprinkling represents our justification by faith; and the 
subsequent eating of the lamb with bitter herbs finds its place in the antitype in our consecration, in the bitter 
experiences and trials which the Lord provides for us and which help to wean our affections from earthly things and 
increases the appetite and encourages us to partake more and more abundantly of the Lamb. All who believe the testi-
mony. all who trust in the precious blood, are passed over: and more than this, are expecting a great deliverance of all 
who love God. who desire to do Him reverence and service. As many as thus believe. realise themselves pilgrims and 
strangers under present conditions, looking for a better country, even the heavenly Canaan. All this was represented in 
typical Israel, for while eating the lamb on that night of the Passover they stood staff in hand, girded for a journey. 
Likewise the Lord’s faithful today have no continuing city, but set their affections on things above—the heavenly city, 
the new Jerusalem, the Kingdom of God. 
 

 
 



Apparently it was just when the regular Jewish Passover Supper was ended that our Lord instituted the Memorial, as it 
is recorded—”When the hour was come they sat down to eat the Passover.” And Jesus said unto the disciples, “With 
desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.” Doubtless He longed to have them understand how it would begin to be 
fulfilled a little later on in that very day by the slaying of the real Lamb. 
 
Probably one reason why He specially desired to eat this Passover with them was that He there designed breaking the 
truth of its significance to them, to the extent that they could receive it; for, “As they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is My body.” “This is My body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of Me.” “And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Drink ye all of it; This cup is the 
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.” We cannot doubt that the design of the Master was to call their 
minds from the typical lamb to Himself, the Antitype, and to show them that it would be no longer proper to observe a 
feature of the Law which He was about to fulfil. And the bread and wine were to be to them, thereafter, elements 
which, as a remembrancer of Him, would take the place of the typical lamb. Thus considered there is force in the 
words, “This do in remembrance of me”—no longer kill a literal lamb in remembrance of a typical deliverance, bit 
instead, use the bread and wine, representative of My flesh and life, the basis of the real deliverance, the real passing 
over. Hence, let as many as receive Me and My words henceforth—”Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Taking our Lord’s words in their simple obvious sense, how beautiful is their lesson. Unleavened. (pure) bread 
henceforth would at this Memorial represent our Lord, the Bread from heaven, of which we may eat and have 
everlasting life. But this “bread” must be “broken” in order to be appropriated. And so we see that it was necessary not 
only for our Lord to come from heaven as the “Bread,” but necessary also that He be broken in death—sacrificed for 
our sins—ere we could appropriate His merit and enjoy everlasting life. 
 
The “fruit of the vine” was also introduced as an important part of this Memorial of our Lord’s loving sacrifice. He 
explained that it represented His blood—”The blood of the New Covenant, shed for many for the remission of sins.” 
What a reminder this is of the ransom-price necessary and secured on behalf of the sins of the world. The broken bread 
taught a part of the lesson, the “cup” taught the remainder of it. 
 
The Lord’s disciples must, by faith, partake of, “appropriate,” both the “bread” and the “cup,” or they cannot be one 
with Him. More than this: the Apostle shows that there is another subsequent view of this Memorial. We who thus eat 
and drink—who thus partake of our Saviour’s merits—are reckoned in with Him as His “members,” as His “Body,” 
being broken and our lives sacrificed in His service, under His direction are counted as a part of His sacrifice. The 
Apostle’s words are: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion (common union) of the blood of 
Christ? The loaf which we break, is it not the common union of the Body of Christ? For we, being many are one loaf, 
and one Body, because we are all partakers of that one loaf (Christ).” 
 
The drinking of the Lord’s Cup by the Church represents our participation in the sufferings of Christ in the present 
time. None shall be a member of the Body of the great Mediator of the New Covenant unless he comes in now under 
the proper terms. The drinking of the blood, then, is the sharing of the Cup. For if we drink not of His Cup, neither 
shall we share with Him in His glory. He said, “Drink ye all of it.” All must drink, and the entire Cup must be drained 
during this Age. 
 
It is a very great privilege that we are permitted to have a share in the sufferings of Christ. We see that our beloved 
Lord drank of the bitter Cup to its dregs, and did so thankfully. And we are to remember that He gave the Cup to us, 
that we shall all drink of it. “If we suffer (with Him), we shall also reign with Him.” ‘We shall participate in the 
inauguration of the New Dispensation, and in dispensing its blessings. 
 
On the occasion of the institution of the Memorial of His death, the Master said, “But I say unto you, I will not drink 
henceforth of the fruit of the vine until that Day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s Kingdom.” Our Lord was 
here contrasting the two great Days already referred to—the Day of suffering and the Day of glory. This Gospel Age 
has been the Day of suffering: the Millennial Age will be the Day of glory, and is especially spoken of as “the Day of 
Christ.” 
 
The fruit of the vine, the literal cup, represents two thoughts. The cup of wine is produced at the cost of the life of the 
grape. The grape loses its own individuality. The juice is pressed out, and thus the fruit of the vine is made ready for 
use. “Whosoever will save his life shall lose it.” We are to lay down our lives in the Divine service. We are to submit 
ourselves to the crushing experiences, to be obliterated as humans and to become new creatures. So we joyfully accept 
the invitation to drink of His Cup, The cup of wine —the juice of the grape—represents, however, not only the 
crushing of the grape, but also the exhilaration that comes as the result. So in our drinking of this literal cup. To us it 
symbolises our Saviour’s sufferings and death, and our own participation with Him in these sufferings. But wine also 



represents joy, gladness, and is thus used in the Scriptures. So, in the sense in which the Lord used the words, “fruit of 
the vine,” it represents the joys of the Kingdom. 
 
After the institution of the Memorial Jesus went out into the Mount of Olives in company with the eleven. It is believed 
that the passage was made at midnight across the Kedron and up the slopes of Olivet into the garden of Gethsemane. it 
seems that the Saviour realised that He was entering this place for the purpose of fighting a great battle that was to win 
for Him the victory of Calvary; for out of this agony Jesus stepped calm and strong for the final hour, and herein is a 
great lesson for His followers: We must win’ our battles before we come to them, in secret prayer and gathered 
strength. 
 
We observe that the Master realised that His hour of betrayal and fierce temptation was close at hand; He first 
comforted, counselled, and prayed for and with His disciples, and then His next strong impulse was to seek a solitary 
place for prayer and communion with God that He might find grace to help in this: time of sore need. He wanted to see 
full and clear the light of His Father’s face before He stepped into the final darkness. He sought to fall into perfect 
submission to the will of God and feel the assuring, sustaining power of His omnipotence; He knew full well that He 
could then bear the cross. And dear friends, have not all true followers of Christ realised that prayer is the highest 
preparation for every duty and burden? It quiets the soul and clears the vision so that the path of truth and duty can be 
seen. In entering any Gethsemane let us enter through the gate of prayer, and then we can endure the agony and may be 
able to come out calm and strong. 
 
Leaving all but Peter, James and John at the entrance of the Garden, as a sort of outer guard against the sudden 
intrusion of His betrayer upon His last hour of prayer, He advanced with the three—the three in whose ardent natures 
He seemed to find the most active and consoling sympathy—and with an earnest appeal to them to watch and pray, He 
left them and went about a stone’s throw beyond. 
 
All realise that sympathy has a wonderful power to lighten burdens. Solitary suffering is doubly hard to bear. It gives: 
us a sense of unsupported and forsaken loneliness that kills all courage and fills us with despair. The presence of a 
friend rallies our energies and inspires us with new life. We may reasonably suppose that it was: the simple presence of 
those chosen disciples that Jesus wanted, not their talk. “1 here was nothing they could say to Him that would help 
Him; but their watchful waiting near by would help Him. The best sympathy is not that which is most talkative and 
fussy. The silent presence, the sympathetic tear, the thoughful, helpful act, these go deeper. There are chambers of 
sorrow in which voluble speech is an impertinence and silence is soothing to the soul. 
 
Under the trees of Olivet, the Master had a good chance to think over the sequence of events that were to culminate on 
Calvary. The grass was cool and sweet to Him; the air was balmy and mild. The heavens of that night with all their 
gleaming brilliance betokened the love-light of His Heavenly Father which seemed as though it were bestowing a silent 
blessing upon His head. It was a time when lovers walk about in the joy of youth; but He, the greatest lover of all time 
—the lover of God and righteousness and truth walked alone, for the disciples had been left behind. And there, in that 
mighty temple of nature, Jesus had the final conflict of His earthly career. Knowing what was coming, He prayed, “0 
My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” (Matt. 26:39, 42.) 
 
How much depended upon the Lord’s fortitude in that awful hour, awaiting the certain arrival of His betrayer and His 
persecutors maddened with hate and full of the energy of Satan. Oh, how the destinies of the world and of Himself 
seemed to tremble in the balances! Even the perfect human nature was not equal to such an emergency without Divine 
aid, therefore it was that He offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him who was able 
to save Him from death,—by a resurrection. The necessary comfort was provided, as foretold by the prophet Isaiah, 
“Behold My servant whom I uphold, Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth . . . I, the Lord, have called Thee in 
righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee (from falling or failure) and give Thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles . . . He shall not fail nor be discouraged.” 
 
Then, though the cup might not pass from Him, His prayer was heard and a special ministry from God strengthened 
Him. Just how, we know not, but probably by refreshing His mind with the precious promises and prophetic pictures of 
the coming glory, which none of His disciples had sufficiently comprehended to thus comfort Him in this hour when 
the gloom of thick darkness settled down upon His soul. It was Jehovah’s hand upholding Him, according to His 
promise. that He might not fail nor be discouraged. 
 
The result of that blessed ministry was a reinforced courage which commands the deepest admiration. With His eye of 
faith upon the glorious victory of truth and righteousness, when He should see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied 
— satisfied with the eternal joy and blessedness of a redeemed world, with the welcome and wealth of the Father’s 
blessing, and the love and gratitude of every loyal creature in heaven and in earth—yes, comforted and encouraged thus 
with a realising sense of the rewards of faith and faithful endurance to the end, He could now calmly and even 



courageously, go forth to meet the foe. Yes, this was the victory by which He overcame, even His faith, and so we also 
are to overcome. 
 
He had passed beyond the need of His disciples’ help. His victory was won. The cross was already as good as behind 
Him. With calm courage that feared no evil, with masterful faith that scattered the darkness of Calvary, He said, “Rise 
up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth Me is at hand.” Mark His calm, dignified fortitude, as He addresses Judas and the 
Roman soldiers, and its effect upon them. They were so overpowered with the grandeur and nobility of this wonderful 
man that they could not have taken Him had He not voluntarily placed Himself in their hand. Notice, too, His kind 
consideration for the bewildered and weary disciples, and His loving excuse for them, “The spirit truly is willing, but 
the flesh is weak,” and His request to the Roman soldiers at the time of His arrest that they might be permitted to go 
their way, that so they might escape sharing in His persecutions. So through all the trial and mocking, and finally the 
crucifixion, His courage and solicitude for the welfare of others never failed. 
 
Let the curtain go down on Calvary, on the darkness of the reeling crosses, on the death of God’s beloved Son, the 
great antitypical passover Lamb. Let it go down on the weeping women, on the disciples, on the Roman soldiers and on 
the cruel Pharisees and scribes. Then let it rise on the glorious morning of His resurrection, when a mighty angel had 
rolled away the stone from the tomb, and said to those who came to embalm the body, “Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is risen.” 
 
How the Christian feeds on these events—the death and resurrection of Jesus! They are the very essence of life and 
power at the present time, just as they have been for nearly two thousand years. The feast that God has provided 
through His Son is to be eaten with unleavened bread—the bread of pure truth—and with bitter herbs of persecution. 
This feast has continued throughout the Gospel Age. 
 
“Let a man examine himself’ says the Apostle; let him see to it that in partaking of the emblems he realises them as the 
ransom-price of his life and privileges; and furthermore that he by partaking of them is pledging himself to share in the 
sufferings of Christ and to be broken for others. Through lack of proper appreciation of this Memorial, which 
symbolises not only our justification, but also our consecration to share in the sufferings and death of Christ, the 
Apostle says, “Many are weak and sickly among you and many sleep.” The truth of this remark is evident; a failure to 
appreciate and a losing sight of the truths represented in this Supper, are the cause of the weak, sickly, and sleeping 
condition of many in the Church. Nothing so fully awakens and strengthens the saints as a clear appreciation of the 
atoning work of our Lord and their share with Him in His sufferings and sacrifice in behalf of humanity. “Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” These words are not to be taken in the sense of 
a discouragement by any sincere follower of the Master, but rather in the sense of impressing the solemnity and depth 
of meaning that should always be associated with the partaking of the emblems. Far from discouraging any who desire 
to walk in the Master’s footsteps His own words are sufficient—”Come unto Me . . . Take my yoke upon you, for My 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Let us also at this time take warning as well as encouragement, not only from our dear Lord’s life of sacrifice, but also 
from the lives of the Apostles who were with Him for the greater part of His earthly sojourn. We might particularly 
think of three; in the first place how sad is the case of Judas; we all know the terrible result of the secret, selfish desire 
of the natural heart which allowed Satan to fully enter, as exhibited finally in the betrayal of his Master for thirty pieces 
of silver, and that with a kiss. We may be sure that the details of Judas’ act in this way, being recorded by the four 
Evangelists, is so arranged as a lasting lesson for all the Lord’s people. Oh, how we each need to keep our hearts with 
great diligence, to preserve our first love for the Lord, for if our hearts are right and we make mistakes, which we are 
all prone to do, we shall soon be restored to the Lord’s favor and find grace and strength to be on guard against any 
weaknesses in the future. Such was the case with Peter; his heart was right, and after the acknowledgment of his denial 
of His Master and receiving the necessary admonitions, we find that he was recovered and re-established in the Lord’s 
favor and confidence. The recording of Peter’s denials and subsequent forgiveness of the Lord has undoubtedly been a 
very great help to many Christians who have been overtaken in a fault, and then sought the Lord’s forgiveness with the 
result that, as with Peter, they have realised much strengthening of character, with greater determination to serve the 
Lord faithfully in all the days ahead. 
 
Then we think of loving John, the one with whom the Lord seemed to have most fellowship glorious victory of truth 
and righteousness, when He should see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied — satisfied with the eternal joy and 
blessedness of a redeemed world, with the welcome and wealth of the Father’s blessing, and the love and gratitude of 
every loyal creature in heaven and in earth—yes, comforted and encouraged thus with a realising sense of the rewards 
of faith and faithful endurance to the end, He could now calmly and even courageously, go forth to meet the foe. Yes, 
this was the victory by which He overcame, even His faith, and so we also are to overcome. 
 
He had passed beyond the need of His disciples’ help. His, victory was won. The cross was already as good as behind 



Him. With calm courage that feared no evil, with masterful faith that scattered the darkness of Calvary, He said, “Rise 
up, let us go; lo, he that betrayed) Me is at hand.” Mark His calm, dignified fortitude, as He addresses Judas and the 
Roman soldiers, and its effect upon them. They were so overpowered with the grandeur and nobility of this wonderful 
man that they could not have taken Him had He not voluntarily placed Himself in their hand. Notice, too, His kind 
consideration for the bewildered and weary disciples, and His loving excuse for them, “The spirit truly is willing, but 
the flesh is weak,” and His request to the Roman soldiers at the time of His arrest that they might be permitted to go 
their way, that so they might escape sharing in His persecutions. So through all the trial and mocking, and finally the 
crucifixion, His courage and solicitude for the welfare of others never failed. 
 
Let the curtain go down on Calvary, on the darkness of the reeling crosses, on the death of God’s beloved Son, the 
great antitypical passover Lamb. Let it go down on the weeping women, on the disciples, on the Roman soldiers and on 
the cruel Pharisees and scribes. Then let it rise on the glorious morning of His resurrection, when a mighty angel had 
rolled away the stone from the tomb, and said to those who came to embalm the body, “Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is risen.” 
 
How the Christian feeds on these events—the death and resurrection of Jesus! They are the very essence of life and 
power at the present time, just as they have been for nearly two thousand years. The feast that God has provided 
through His Son is to be eaten with unleavened bread—the bread of pure truth—and with bitter herbs of persecution. 
This feast has continued throughout the Gospel Age. 
 
“Let a man examine himself’ says the Apostle; let him see to it that in partaking of the emblems he realises them as the 
ransom-price of his life and privileges; and furthermore that he by partaking of them is pledging himself to share in the 
sufferings of Christ and to be broken for others. 
 
Through lack of proper appreciation of this Memorial, which symbolises not only our justification, but also our 
consecration to share in the sufferings and death of Christ, the Apostle says, “Many are weak and sickly among you 
and many sleep.” The truth of this remark is evident; a failure to appreciate and a losing sight of the truths represented 
in this Supper, are the cause of the weak, sickly, and sleeping condition of many in the Church. Nothing so fully 
awakens and strengthens the saints as a clear appreciation of the atoning work of our Lord and their share with Him in 
His sufferings and sacrifice in behalf of humanity. “Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and 
drink of that cup.” These words are not to be taken in the sense of a discouragement by any sincere follower of the 
Master, but rather in the sense of impressing the solemnity and depth of meaning that should always be associated with 
the partaking of the emblems. Far from discouraging any who desire to walk in the Master’s footsteps His own words 
are sufficient “Come unto Me . . . Take my yoke upon you, for My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Let us also at this time take warning as well as encouragement, not only from our dear Lord’s life of sacrifice, but also 
from the lives of the Apostles who were with Him for the greater part of His earthly sojourn. We might particularly 
think of three; in the first place how sad is the case of Judas; we all know the terrible result of the secret, selfish desire 
of the natural heart which allowed Satan to fully enter, as exhibited finally in the betrayal of his Master for thirty pieces 
of silver, and that with a kiss. We may be sure that the details of Judas’ act in this way, being recorded by the four 
Evangelists, is so arranged as a lasting lesson for all the Lord’s people. Oh, how we each need to keep our hearts with 
great diligence, to preserve our first love for the Lord, for if our hearts are right and we make mistakes, which we are 
all prone to do, we shall soon be restored to the Lord’s favor and find grace and strength to be on guard against any 
weaknesses in the future. Such was the case with Peter; his heart was right, and after the acknowledgment of his denial 
of His Master and receiving the necessary admonitions, we find that he was recovered and re-established in the Lord’s 
favor and confidence. The recording of Peter’s denials and subsequent forgiveness of the Lord has undoubtedly been a 
very great help to many Christians who have been overtaken in a fault, and then sought the Lord’s forgiveness with the 
result that, as with Peter, they have realised much strengthening of character, with greater determination to serve the 
Lord faithfully in all the days ahead. 
 
Then we think of loving John, the one with whom the Lord seemed to have most fellowship of the twelve; he was ever 
alongside his Master, even to following him to the judgment hall, and also to Calvary’s hill, and where from the cross 
his Lord commended the caring of His earthly mother to his charge. Oh, that we might be more like loving John, 
tender-hearted, affectionate, and fully devoted to our Lord, willing, yes cheerfully rendering our all so fully, so 
completely to Him, to whom we belong, since we have covenanted to follow in His steps, and then willing to be used 
in the interests of His people and cause as He may direct. 
 
“Let us keep the feast,” then, in both senses, (1) Appropriating and feasting on the great work done for us by our 
Redeemer and the riches of grace granted us through Him and (2) Appreciating our privilege of joint-sacrifice with our 
Redeemer—laying down our lives in His service, for the brethren, and thus “filling up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ.” Left behind, not because our Lord could not suffer enough for all, nor because His sufferings 



were not sufficient for all, but because He wished to have us with Him to share His nature and His glory, and only by 
suffering with Him and as His members could we be allowed to share His glory, honor and immortality. 
 
The hour is late—the end is drawing nigh— 
As we gather here, 
 
Brethren beloved, to share this’ holy feast, 
We know the time is near 
 
When all His loved ones shall be gathered home 
Our tears all wiped away, 
 
And all the shadows that oppress us here  
Shall yield to perfect day. 
 
Then with rejoicing let us now partake; 
Our journey’s almost o’er; 
 
The light is breaking o’er the heav’nly hills! 
Our King is at the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
Passover Memorial, 1953, 
 
The anniversary of the institution of the Memorial of Christ’s death falls this year on the evening of Sunday, 29th 
March. The appropriate time to celebrate the Memorial of our Lord’s death will therefore be after sundown on the 
Sunday evening above-mentioned. 
 
Friends desiring supplies of the unleavened bread and wine may obtain these from this office. Applications should be 
made early, preferably by early in March, and please state the number of persons to be served. 
 
Memorial Services. 
 
Melbourne—Sunday, 29th March, at 7 p.m., at Masonic Hall, 254 Swan Street, Richmond. (Further information, phone 
in Melbourne—WY 3500.) 
 
Adelaide.—Sunday, 29th March, at 7 p.m., at Builders’ and Contractors’ Rooms, 17 Waymouth Street, Adelaide. 
 
Sydney.—Sunday, 29th March, at 7 p.m., at 87 The Boulevard, South Strathfield. (Visitors should leave Strathfield 
Station on the left side coming from the city, and 87 is on the right side of Boulevard, only 10 minutes walk, or the 4th 
bus stop from the Station.) 
 
Perth.—Sunday, 29th March, at 5.45, at The Literary Institute, 1st Floor, Corner Hay and Pier Streets, Perth. 
 

  



When Ye Fast. 
 
“When ye fast be not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance.”—Matt. 6 :1 6. 
 
IN OUR TEXT our Lord is not expressing any I disapprobation of fasting: quite to the contrary; He is endorsing it as a 
propriety. Undoubtedly it is better for the health to fast somewhat at times rather than to eat to satisfaction. 
 
The Master’s comment, according to the context, seems to be based upon the improper conduct of the Pharisees. The 
fasting was supposed to be good not only for physical health, but also for mental and spiritual health. The Pharisees, 
professing to be very holy, made manifest their holiness by fasting, subordinating the flesh that they might be 
spiritually strengthened. 
 
Our Lord does not dispute the propriety of such a course, but it was the wrong spirit that He condemned. For when the 
Pharisees fasted, many of them did it to be seen of men, in order to seem holy and given over to spiritual things. Hence 
our Lord’s suggestion that when His disciples fast they should not be as the hypocrites, whose fasting and long faces 
were to show men their piety. In the same connection our Lord proceeds to say that when His disciples fast they should 
do the very reverse; that they should anoint their heads and be as cheerful as possible. 
 
We can see the philosophy of this course. If their fasting had brought them nearer to the Heavenly Father it should have 
made them more gracious and luminous. It should have had a happifying effect, which would have shown itself in the 
countenance. The thing reprimanded, then, was the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, who assumed a sadness of countenance 
to be seen of men. They delighted to have people say, “What a holy man! He has fasted so much! He is always thinking 
about holy things and, in order to do this, he is even denying himself the necessities of life. He is a very holy man!” 
 
The followers of the Lord are to practise such fasting as will be seen of the Lord and not of men. The Father, who 
knows the heart, will appreciate our efforts to draw near to Him and will grant our desire. But these things should be 
hidden to the outside world and known only to God; and the joy of the Lord should be manifest in the countenance. 
 
Our Lord’s frequent reference to the Pharisees, no doubt, was in part owing to the fact that the Pharisees were a very 
large and influential class; and in part because their name signified that they were the “holy people.” Hence, when our 
Lord was teaching special obedience to God, the question in the minds of the people would be, “Is He not a Pharisee, 
and do not the Pharisees teach all these things?” 
 
So it became necessary for our Lord Jesus to show wherein some of these things that the Pharisees practised were not 
proofs of their special nearness to God, and that they were not leaders to holiness, but that it was very evident that 
many of the Pharisees were hypocritical. Their holiness had become a mere form; it had degenerated into a custom— 
as the Scriptures say, a “Drawing near to the Lord with their lips, while their hearts were far from Him,” and thinking 
merely of the general attitude they had toward the world, the people in general. 
 
We remember that there were some very noble Pharisees—Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea, who buried our Lord, 
and St. Paul, who tells us that he was a Pharisee. But evidently the greater part of them had made broad their 
phylacteries and were more anxious in respect of what men would think of them than what the Lord would think of 
them. Perhaps some of the hypocrisies of the Pharisees have been practised since by some in the Monastic Order, 
where they wished to show their special separation from the world by the wearing of a peculiar garb, by a special cut of 
the hair, by seclusion, etc. There is danger along this line in the observance of the Lenten season by some of the 
Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans. But it may not be hypocritical with all. 
 
In many respects it would be a very good thing for all the Lord’s people to follow the Lenten custom of fasting, doing 
so with as little outward demonstration as possible, practising it as unto the Lord, without considering it a thing to be 
mentioned, without attracting attention, but merely as a privilege. The Lenten season comes at a time when 
abstemiousness in food seems particularly appropriate. 
 
We have in mind the fact that the Lenten season represents the forty-day period of our Lord’s experiences just 
preceding the crucifixion. We might enter sympathetically into this matter and think of the trying experiences that were 
upon the Master when He knew that He was drawing near to the time of His death. As we try to think of Him it will 
enable us better to realize what a privilege it is to endure hardship as good soldiers for the sake of His Message. 
 
Fasting is specially commendable to the Lord’s people at times when they find themselves lacking in spirituality and 
exposed to severe temptations from the world, the flesh and the Devil; for, by impoverishing the physical force and 
vitality, it may assist the full-blooded and impulsive to self-control in every direction. We may believe that a majority 



of Christians would be helped by occasional fasting—by a very plain diet, if not total abstinence, for a season. But 
fastings to be seen and known of men, or to be esteemed in our own minds as marks of piety on our part, would be 
injurious indeed and would lead to spiritual pride and hypocrisy, which would far outweigh any advantage to us in the 
way of self-restraint. 
 
Baptism Services, Adelaide and Melbourne. 
 
It is expected that a Baptism Service will be held in Adelaide during the Easter Convention gatherings. Any Christian 
friends desiring to symbolize their consecration to the Lord are invited to contact the Convention secretary in good 
time, at the address given in Convention notice. 
 
A Baptism Service will also be held in Melbourne (D.V.) before Easter. Anyone wishing to 
 
symbolize their consecration to God should contact this office at Ermington Place, Kew, without 
 
delay. 
 
Adelaide Easter Convention. 
 
The Adelaide brethren wish to announce that their four-day Convention will be held again this year (D.V.) from Good 
Friday, 3rd April to Easter Monday, 6th April, in the Builders’ and Contractors’ Rooms, 17 Waymouth Street, 
Adelaide, and they invite visitors from other parts to join them for these gatherings in the Lord’s name. Further in-
formation will appear in next month’s “Paper” and may also be obtained from the Secretary—Mrs. H. H. Bartel, 10 
Winston Avenue, Clarence Gardens, Adelaide, S.A. 
 
New Address for Perth Meetings. 
 
The secretary of the Perth Bible Class has advised that a new meeting hall has been procured for regular Sunday 
meetings at 3 p.m., and 5.45 p.m. as follows—The Literary Institute, 1st Floor, Corner Hay and Pier Street, Perth. All 
interested in the study of the Bible will be very welcome. 
 
 

Trust. 
 
“God guide you in the darkness and the light  
Of days unknown, 
 
And make the path that lies before you bright  
With all the joy and peace He gives His own—  
The joy which is the strength of those who wait Beside His feet, 
 
And find—though earth be dark and desolate  
Each cross is crowned with compensation sweet.  
 
And learn in brighter hours that still the heart  
May look above, 
 
And find in His own life a better part; 
A perfect happiness; a perfect love. 
 
A peace which only comes to those who lie  
At rest and still 
 
While all the changeful earth life passes by—  
Within His Holy and unerring will” 
 
—Selected. 
 



Love in True Service. 
“Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.” —1 Cor. 13:3. 
 
THE APOSTLE has been discussing the gifts of the holy spirit. In chapter 12 he has shown that the Lord gave one or 
more miraculous gifts to each one of the early Church who accepted the Gospel Message and became a follower of 
Christ. These gifts were for two purposes; for the benefit of the person himself, and also for a testimony to outsiders. 
The Gospel Message was new, and some effective and convincing methods were necessary to the starting of the infant 
Church. After pointing out these various gifts and intimating that the gift of public teaching, oratory, was the most 
valuable, St. Paul says, “And yet I show unto you a more excellent way.” He then assures them that the fruits of the 
spirit are far more important; and that Love is the most valuable fruit, without which all gifts, all zeal, would be 
valueless. 
 
There are earnest people today who greatly lament that the Church of our times does not have the gifts possessed by the 
early Church. They feel sure that the absence of these gifts of the spirit at present denotes a great, lack of faith and 
faithfulness among God’s people. But these seem not to have noticed that the Apostle Paul assured the Church of his 
day that these gifts would pass away. Hear him: “Love never faileth; but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge (miraculous knowledge or ability to 
understand) , it shall vanish away . . . And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.’ 
(Vs. 8, 13.) We see that these miraculous gifts pasted away gradually. They were conferred only by the Apostles, and 
hence after the death of the Apostles and of those upon whom the Apostles had laid their hands in conferring the gifts, 
no others could receive them. The possession of one or more of these gifts, however, did not signify acceptance in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. A man might have some of those miraculous gifts at that time, and still be a castaway. 
 
To whatever extent the Christian cultivates faith. hope. and love, to that extent he is cultivating that which will be 
eternal. Among these three Love stands first. We shall exercise Faith in that we shall never lose confidence in the Lord 
and His goodness and faithfulness, or in one another; we shall continue to have hope in that we shall always be looking 
forward to glories to come; but Faith and Hope will not be necessary in the same sense as now. Love, however, will 
never fail in any sense or degree. but will only enlarge and deepen. “Love never faileth”; it is a characteristic of God 
Himself, and every perfect being will be an embodiment of this glorious quality. Those possessing the Divine nature 
will have it to the fullest degree, in its highest attainment. 
 
It is in connection with this contrast between the gifts and fruits of the spirit that the Apostle uses the language of the 
text under consideration. Who would give all his goods to feed the poor but from love? We reply, There might be less 
worthy motives for so doing, as the Apostle intimates. If there be no love, it profiteth nothing. If there be much love, it 
profiteth much. If there be a little love, it profiteth a little. We believe that the most of those who give to the poor have 
some love. We believe that many of the benefactions of today are prompted by love. To whatever extent an act of 
benevolence is thus prompted it will bring a blessing. To whatever extent it is prompted by selfishness and a desire for 
vainglory it will bring no blessing. This is true either of the Church or of the world. 
 
The giving of the goods to feed the poor might be done with a view to popularity or to selfish advancement. The 
Pharisees made a great show of their holiness; but love was not the mainspring of their actions. Our Lord said that they 
had their reward—which was the praise of men. If a politician running for an office were to give his goods to feed the 
poor and those poor voted for him at the polls, he would have his reward. Why should he have two rewards? He got his 
votes, and that was his object in his distributions. But the reward which the Lord gives is both a present and a future 
one. 
 
As to private charities, there are public provisions made today which to a large extent make private donations to the 
poor unnecessary and often unwise. But there is another way to feed the poor which is still more important. We may 
feed the spiritually hungry, and may assist in clothing the spiritually naked. So we may spend our money and give our 
goods to feed the poor in the very best way possible, though the feeding and clothing of the body may not be ignored 
when necessary. But even this spiritual ‘feeding and clothing would not be acceptable to the Lord unless we do it from 
genuine love for Him and His and all men. To whatever extent any Christian gives to the Lord’s cause for outward 
show or because he thinks it may be expected. of him, or from any motive save that of love for the Lord, to that extent 
he would receive no reward. If it is done from love it will be rewarded in heaven; and it “profiteth” also in his character 
development for the kingdom. 
 
It is the spirit of that life to which we should attain. It is not by saying Christ’s words, or by doing Christ’s acts, but it is 
by breathing His spirit that we become like Him. 
 
—F. W. Robertson. 



 

Convention item from 1911. 
The following item was recorded during a Convention Tour in 1911 amongst the truth friends in U.S.A.—”At one of 
these meetings, by request, we had a service for the consecration of children. A number of parents formally presented 
their children in consecration to the Lord. We made clear to all that there is no Scriptural command governing this 
matter. The basis of our innovation is the fact that the Jews in general were accustomed to consecrate their male 
children to the Lord by circumcision, and the parents of Samuel the Prophet made consecration of him to the Divine 
service. 
 
“We reminded the friends that when certain parents brought their children to Jesus, He said, ‘Permit little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such like is the Kingdom.’ That is to say, those acceptable to the Lord as 
joint-heirs of Messiah’s Kingdom will all be childlike, simple, trustful, obedient children of God. 
 
“We suggested further that as the children grow to years of discernment, it may be helpful to them to know that their 
parents had thus devoted them to God and His service of righteousness. We recalled our own experience, that when 
about seven years of age our mother told us, ‘Charles, I want you to know that I gave you to the Lord, as Samuel’s 
mother gave him. It is my hope and prayer that in God’s providence you may become a minister of the Gospel.’ We 
recall the impression made upon us, and our reply at the time: ‘Ma, I think that when I grow up I shall prefer to be a 
missionary to the poor heathen. The people here have many preachers,- have many churches, while the poor heathen 
have few.’ 
 
“Our mother made no remark, but as we look at the matter now, her prayer is being fulfilled in our present opportunity 
for ministering to the ‘household- of faith,’ and our own proposition to help the heathen will also have realization in the 
blessed Messianic Kingdom. About fifteen children were consecrated, by prayer, laying on of the hand and the 
invocation of Divine blessing. We made clear that none should think of this matter as an obligation, merely as an 
opportunity for such as desire to avail themselves of it.” 
 

The Value of Shadows. 
We all love the sunshine, but the Arabs have a proverb, “All sunshine makes a desert ;” and it is a matter of common 
observation that the graces of Christian living are more often apparent in the cases of those who have passed through 
great tribulation. God desires to get as rich crops as possible from the soil of our natures. There are certain plants of the 
Christian life, such as meekness, gentleness, kindness, humility, which cannot come to perfection if the sun of 
prosperity always shines. 
 
“My dear,” said an old Scots lady, “if you marry a child of the Devil you may expect to have some trouble with your 
father-in-law !”—J.M.L. 
 

The Best Wine Till Last.  
(John 2:10.) 
 
When from life’s feast the glory has departed, 
And weariness creeps on, 
When on thy lips the bread has turned to ashes— 
And all the wine is gone. 
Then fill the jars once more though but with water, 
And fill them to the brim ; 
And to the waiting guests about thy table— 
Pour out the best—for Him. 
His power only awaits for thy small effort, 
To aid His mighty touch, 
Transmuting thy poor gift to His rich vintage. 
Making thy little much. 
So shalt thou know again the joy of service  
That thou hadst thought was past, 
And find the Master of the Feast has given  
The best wine at the last. 
 
—A. J. Flint. 
 



“Our Lord’s Great Prophecy.” —Most helpful explanation of this timely subject, 50 pages, paper cover, price 9d.; 6 
copies for 4/-. 
 
“The Plan of God—in Brief.”—This 104-page booklet covering the main features of God’s Plan of the Ages. Most 
helpful; heavy paper cover, price 1/-; 6 copies for 5/-. 
 
“The Lord is My Shenherd.”—The beautiful 23rd is explained in a very helpful manner in this booklet of 24 pages. 
Price 5d. per copy; 6 copies for 2/-, posted. 
 
“Peace Desired—War Continues.”—In this booklet of 24 pages the present world outlook is reviewed, and the only 
hope for peace set forth in the light of God’s Word. Price 5d. per copy; 6 copies for 2/-, posted. 
 
“Do the Dead Know Anything”—The full and satisfactory answer to this question is given from the Bible in this 24- 
page booklet. Price 5d. per copy; 6 copies for 2/-, posted. 
 
 
 
 
“When I stand before the throne, 
Dressed in beauty not my own, 
When I see Thee as Thou art, 
Love Thee with unsinning heart, 
 
Then, Lord, I shall fully know— 
Not till then—how much I owe. 
When the praise of heaven I hear, 
Grand as anthems on the ear, 
 
Loud as many waters’ noise. 
Sweet as harps’ melodious voice, 
Then, Lord, I shall fully know— 
Not till then—how much I owe.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRANK & ERNEST TALKS Geelong, 3GL, 222 M. Sundays 10 a.m. 
 
Sydney, 2KY, 294 M. I 8.15 a.m. 
 
Brisbane, 4KQ, 435 N. ge 9 a.m. 
 
Perth, 6KY, 227 N. „ 4.45 p.m.
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