
Lesson 38

Conquest of Canaan

Do not be afraid; do not be dis cour aged. Be strong and
cou ra geous.—Joshua 10:25

There are many unusual sto ries in the Bible that tell us of God’s 

deal ings with and watch care over his cho sen peo ple, the

Isra el ites.
In Canaan, the city of Jeri cho was heavily walled for pro tec tion

against its ene mies. God directed Joshua to take the city in a
strange way. At the end of seven days of march ing around the city 
while blow ing trum pets, the walls crum bled. Joshua and his small 
army were able to take the city eas ily.

The story about Joshua’s long day when he com manded the
sun and moon to stand still, sounds strange; how ever, it is not to
be under stood lit er ally. Had they actu ally stopped, the earth and
entire solar sys tem would have been destroyed. The Scrip ture is
speak ing of the sun light and the moon light. These were dark ened 
by a vio lent storm in which great hail stones rained down on
Joshua’s ene mies, kill ing many. The intense dark ness fright ened
the Midianites and con fused them. They were used to bright sun -
lit days, and indeed, even wor shipped the sun! The dark ness of
the day and the moonless night gave Joshua the advan tage and
he won the bat tle. This is one of sev eral ways to inter pret this inci -
dent of the sun and moon stand ing still (Joshua 10:12-15).

Gid eon had an army of 32,000 men, but God had him reduce
the num ber to three hun dred! With this tiny army,  Gideon
defeated the Midianites and the land was at peace for forty years.
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Read the fas ci nat ing account of Gid eon’s lit tle band in Judges
chap ters 6, 7, and 8.

Another army cap tain, Jephthah, prom ised God that he would
give him the first thing that came to meet him when return ing
home after his vic tory over the Ammonites. The “thing” that came
to meet him was his daugh ter, his only child! Jephthah under -
stood that a vow to God was a seri ous thing—if you do not want
to pay a vow, do not make it (Eccle si as tes 5:4,5). His daugh ter
felt the same way and did not rebel against her father. She asked
him only for a lit tle time to go into the moun tains with some of her
friends and pre pare her self for a life with out a hus band and chil -
dren; the rest of her life would be ded i cated to God’s ser vice
(Judges 11).

Jephthah’s daugh ter was given to the Lord by her father.
She lived with out a hus band, com pletely devoted to God.
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