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"The Path of the Just is as the Shining Light,
Which Shineth More and More
Unto the Perfect Day."

SERIES IV

The Battle of Armageddon

"And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the
great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was
dried up, that the way of the kings of the East might
be prepared. And | saw three unclean spirits...the
spirits of devils, working miracles, go forth unto the
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
...And he gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue ARMAGEDDON."

Revelation 16:13-16



To the King of Kings and Lord of Lords

IN THE INTEREST OF

HIS CONSECRATED SAINTS,

WAITING FOR THE ADOPTION,
--AND OF--

"ALL THAT IN EVERY PLACE CALL UPON THE LORD,"
"THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH,"

--AND OF--

THE GROANING CREATION, TRAVAILING AND WAITING FOR THE
MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD,

THIS WORK IS DEDICATED.

"To make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God." "Wherein He hath abounded toward
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known unto us the
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which
He hath purposed in Himself; that in the dispensation

of the fulness of the times He

might gather together in one all
things, under Christ."
Eph. 3:4,5,9;1:8-10

Written in 1886 by Pastor Russell
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The Battle of Armageddon

THE AUTHOR'S FOREWORD

THE FIRST EDITION of this Volume was published in

1897. It relates to the closing epoch of this Gospel Age, the
overlapping between it and the New Dispensation--a period
which brings to the world wonderful blessings, which

in turn, because of unpreparedness of heart, more and more
become causes of friction, discontent, trouble. If the blessings
of the last 43 years were to continue at the present rate

of increase, the discontent of humanity would likewise increase,
and the very purpose of God in the establishment of
Messiah's Kingdom and the blessing of mankind through

it, would be frustrated.

For this cause, God permits the Millennial dawn to come
upon the world gradually. As men are awakening from the
stupor of the past, they do not consider the Lord or acknowledge
His grace in connection with the blessings present
and coming. We have estimated that these 43 years
have brought to mankind a thousand times as much wealth
as was created during the six thousand years preceding.

The improved conditions of all mankind in civilized lands,

the shortening of hours of labor, etc., are offset by greater
knowledge and a discontent which comes therewith. This is

in harmony with the Lord's declaration respecting this

time. Describing our day in the prophecy of Daniel, He

says: "Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be
increased."” "The wise shall understand,” "And there shall

be a Time of Trouble such as was not since there was a nation."
Daniel 12:1-4,10

In other words, the increase of knowledge is responsible
for the increase of discontent and fear which are bringing
Armageddon, or the Day of Vengeance of God, upon the
whole world. In the present great war, we see that the large
nations have been fearful of each other's prosperity. Although
all have been growing fabulously rich, all are more
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discontented than ever before, and more fearful that something
will occur to hinder their enrichment and to turn the
streams of wealth to the ports of the competitor. Their fear
of each other determined that the war must come, and the
present was chosen as the most favored opportunity, before
the weaker became too strong. The same spirit is manifest
everywhere--ingratitude for the present and the past, fearfulness
for the future, and a selfishness which pays little
heed to the Golden Rule. The conflict between capital and
labor is along this line, and we are to expect that such
things will go rapidly from bad to worse.

The debts of the warring nations are authoritatively
stated to amount to fifty-five billions of dollars--a sum
which, of course, can never be paid in gold; and everybody
knows that there is not sufficient gold to pay ititereston
the debts of the world. This spells bankruptcy--as soon as
the war shall end and the issuing of bonds shall cease to provide
money for the payment of the interest on other bonds.
The nations are thus falling into the chasm of bankruptcy,
but it is with them as with a human being falling, the sensations
are not so bad until the falling ceases in a demoralizing
concussion. Evidently the war will not stop from lack of
men to shoot and be shot, but either from lack of food or
from financial weakness. That it will be the latter is the author's
opinion.

Already the kings, political and financial, and their advisers,
are in great perplexity respecting what shall be done
after the close of the war to prevent a world-wide revolution
of the discontented. Twenty millions of men now under
arms will need employment. Suppose that one-fourth of
them are retained in the army, what will be done with the
remaining three-fourths? That is the question that is puzzling
many of the world's wise men. The world is getting
along without them now, and also manufacturing vast
guantities of military stores and ammunition. Evidently it
could get along without those twenty millions of men altogether.
Reckless of human life, they will be more or less of a



D3

menace in every land. The British are making preparations
to induce their surplus to become farmers in Canada and
Australia. Other nations are undoubtedly pursuing a similar
course to the extent that they are able. But they all realize
that they will have their hands full to cope with the

situation.

The Bible points out that about this time the Nominal
Church systems of the world will rise to great prominence
again in connection with the Civil powers. We can readily see
the grounds for this. All the kingdoms, financially weakened,
will realize the necessity for keeping a dominating
grip upon the public and preventing anything akin to Socialism
and Anarchy. They will naturally look to the great
religious institutions called Churches to support them, to
threaten the people with future torments, and in general to
help keep the Ship of State from being overturned. The
churches also will be ready and glad for such an opportunity.
Already, they are rolling together as a scroll--the one
side, Catholic, the other, Protestant, opposed and yet connected--
each side united and federated to the best of its
ability.

But the Bible declares that this reign "as a queen” will be
a short one, and that the fall of Babylon will be tremendous
--like a great millstone cast into the sea. It will be
during the power of this so-called "queen” for a little season,
that the world will be under a great strain as respects
any presentation of the Truth. And those found loyal to
God and to principle will doubtless suffer therefor.

At the time of Babylon's fall, the mighty ones of the
earth, financial and political princes and kings, will stand
afar off, keeping clear of too close an affiliation with her,
although they will greatly lament her destruction, realizing
that it forebodes their own. Then very shortly will come the
complete overthrow and destruction of the present Gentile
governments, symbolically represented in the Bible as a
great conflagration which will consume the whole earth--
all institutions--religious, social, political, and financial.
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Considering that this Volume was written twenty years
ago, none need be surprised to find that some of its statements,
although startlingly strong, come short now of the
full Truth. For instance, the wealth of the world has greatly
multiplied in these twenty years. The combinations of capital



have greatly increased in capitalization, power and influence.
It is estimated that during the past four years the

capital of the United States has increased at the rate of ten
billions a year.

In this Volume it was pointed out that although the
Trusts at the time of the writing were beneficial rather than
injurious, nevertheless these giants, born of avarice and
built up in self-interest, would eventually become a menace,
a danger to the people and their interests. We have
reached that time, and many are realizing that the danger
is upon us. Nothing evil may be done so long as the machinery
is working well and under control; but when the moment
shall come that the interests of the managers and
capitalists will be in the reverse direction from the interests
of their employees and the public, then look out! Remember
the inspired Word--that this is to be "a Time of Trouble
such as never was since there was a nation."

How glad we are that man's extremity in this Time of
Trouble will be the Lord's opportunity! He is waiting to be
gracious. He is wishing to pour out upon mankind the
blessings of the Millennial Kingdom for one thousand
years, for their uplift out of sin and death conditions back
to the image and likeness of God. He foreknows that they
must first have their lessons. He has shown this already to
those who have seeing eyes, by granting more than forty
years of the dawning period--which, however, instead of
bringing blessings and happiness to the world, have
brought more and more of discontent. The Lord will allow
mankind now to go their length in carrying out their own
plans and schemes. He will allow them to demonstrate the
futility of all these schemes, and that nothing but Divine
interposition will save them from wrecking the entire fabric

D5

of Society. Indeed, He will permit the wreck, and then
reorganize humanity under Messiah; for He promises that
His Kingdom shall be "the desire of all nations."

Haggai 2.7

Your servant in the Lord,
CHARLES T. RUSSELL
Brooklyn, N.Y.,
October 1, 1916
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FOREWORD

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

"And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates;
and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings
of the east might be prepared. And | saw three unclean spirits like
frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits
of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great
Day of God Almighty. Behold, | come as a thief. Blessed is he that
watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see
his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the
Hebrew tongue ArmageddorRevelation 16:12-16

Armageddon is a Hebrew word signifying the Hill of
Megiddo, or the Mount of Destruction. Megiddo occupied
a very marked position on the southern edge of the Plain of
Esdraelon, and commanded an important pass into the hill
country. This locality was the great battleground of Palestine,
on which were fought many of the famous battles of
Old Testament history. There Gideon and his little band
alarmed and discomfited the Midianites, who destroyed
one another in their flightJgdges 7:19-2B8 There King
Saul was defeated by the PhilistindsS@m. 31:1-p There
King Josiah was slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the most
disastrous conflicts in the history of Isra@.Ghron. 35:22-2%
There also King Ahab and his wife Jezebel lived, in the
city of Jezreel, where Jezebel afterwards met a horrible
death.2 Kings 9:30-37

These battles were in a sense typical. The defeat of the
Midianites released the people of Israel from bondage to
Midian. Thus Gideon and his band typified our Lord and
the Church, who are to release mankind from their bondage
to sin and death. The death of King Saul and the overthrow
of his kingdom by the Philistines opened the way for
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the reign of David, who typified Messiah. King Ahab typified
the civil government, symbolically called the
"Dragon™ in the Revelation. Queen Jezebel symbolically
foreshadowed the great harlot, Babylon, and as such she is
mentioned by name. "Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My
servants.'Rev. 2:20

In the Scriptures the Lord has evidently seen fit to associate
the name of this famous battlefield, Armageddon, with
the great controversy between Truth and Error, right and
wrong, God and Mammon, with which the Gospel Age will
close and the Messianic Age be ushered in. He has purposely
used highly symbolic language in the last book of the
Bible, evidently with a view to hiding certain important
truths until the due time for their revealment. But even in
the due time, "None of the wicked shall understand; but
the wise shall understandD#n. 12:1Q None who are out
of heart harmony with God shall know; but only the wise
among His people--the wise virgin class of the Master's parable.
Matt. 25:1-13

When we consider our text, therefore, we are not to expect
any gathering of the people literally to the Hill of Megiddo.
Rather we are to look for that which is symbolized
by that mountain. Many things are being called "The
Battle of Armageddon”; this phrase is being used in many
ways and from many standpoints. But Christians realize
that this word Armageddon specially belongs to the Bible,
where it is used in a spiritual sense. If, therefore, the present
is an opportune time in which to consider the Battle of Armageddon
from a political standpoint, it surely is the
proper time to consider the term from its true religious
point of view.

We all know that the book of Revelation is full of symbols.
God seems to have placed this book last in the Bible
with the intent of covering up great and important truths.
That it contains valuable truths is the opinion of all Bible
students. Yet so skillfully has God covered those truths that
His people in times past have not been able fully and
clearly to discern them. Bible students believe that this has
been the Divine intention, not only because these truths
were not due to be understood, but because God intends to
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keep certain features of His Truth from the world. Mankind

have always misunderstood the Divine Plan; for God

in His wisdom wishes to have them misunderstand. The

truths recorded in the Revelation are not for the world, nor

for nominal Christians, but for the Church--the Body of

Christ, the saintly ones "the Church of the First-borns

which are written in Heaven." To these the knowledge will

become "meat in due season." "The wise shall understand."”
The Scriptures abound with allusions to Armageddon.

Our Lord Jesus calls it "great tribulation, such as was not

since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever

shall be." Matt. 24:21) The Prophet Daniel describes it as

"a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation,

even to that same timeD#&n. 12:1) Closely in connection

with this statement Daniel declares that God's

Representative, "Michael, shall stand up, the great Prince

which standeth for the children of" Israel. The word "Michael”

signifies "He who is like God"--the Godlike One. He

will stand up for the salvation of God's people, for the rectification

of error and wrong, for the establishment of right

and truth, to bring to the world of mankind the great Kingdom

of God, which has been preached from the days of

Abraham.

Time for the Establishment of Messiah's Kingdom

The Revelation of St. John, being a book of symbols, will
not be understood by the world. God Himself has said that
only at a certain time may even the Church expect to understand.
When the Prophet Daniel inquired concerning
the meaning of his vision, the angel replied, "Go thy way,
Daniel; for the words are closed up and sealed till the Time
of the End"--not the end of the world, but the end of the
Age--the end of this Dispensation. "The earth abideth forever."
Eccl. 1:4

St. Peter tells us that this Age is to end in a great conflagration
--symbolical of the Time of Trouble, in which
present institutions will be swallowed ug.Ret. 3:8-13
Elsewhere in the Scriptures, this terrible Time of Trouble is
symbolically represented as a storm, as a whirlwind, as a
fire, to consume everything. After the present order shall
have passed away in the great Time of Trouble, God Himself
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will establish His Kingdom--the one for which we pray,
"Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, even as it
is done in Heaven."
If, then, there is anything to indicate that we are living in
the end of the Gospel Age, anything to indicate that the
Virgins are trimming their lamps, we may rest assured that
the time for the Wise Virgins to enter into glory is close at
hand. What a blessed message is this for "all who love His
appearing!"
In the same prophecy which tells that the Time of the
End is the time for the wise toward God to understand, we
are told that this time will be especially marked by two particular
features: first, "Many shall run to and fro"; second,
"Knowledge shall be increasedDdn. 12:4 Today we see
this prophecy fulfilled. All over the world people are running
to and fro as never before. Railroads, steamboats, automobiles,
electric cars--surface, subway and elevated--
etc., carry mankind everywhere. General increase of knowledge
characterizes our wonderful day. Every child ten years
old is able to read. All over the world are books, newspapers,
Bibles in every home--opportunity for knowledge
such as never has been known since man was on earth.
The remarkable fulfilment of this prophecy marks our
day as the time of The End, in which the present Dispensation
is to be concluded and the New Dispensation is to
be ushered in--the time when God's people will be able to
understand the situation and to get ready for their change.

Principles, not Individuals, under Discussion

All Christian people credit the book of Revelation to our
Lord, as St. John doefRdv. 1:) Therefore we are not responsible
for the symbolism used in that book. There are so
many ways in which one might be misunderstood, even by
good Christian people, that we naturally feel a delicacy
about expressing our views. As we proceed to set forth our
understanding of the symbols of the Revelation, we wish to
state most emphatically that we are saying nothing whatever
against godly Christians anywhere, at any time,
whether in any church or out of any church. We have nothing
to say respecting people. We discuss PRINCIPLES,
DOCTRINES, ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER! God has



Dv

not commissioned us to discyssople;it is ours to discuss
His Word.

As we present our interpretations of the symbols of Revelation,
we realize that the Word of God conveys a very terrible
arraignment of some of the great systems of our day--
some that we have long reverenced and esteemed, that we
have thought contained many who are godly in word and
in deed. Let us, therefore, clearly distinguish betveeividuals
andsystems.We say nothing against tigedly individual,
but in the interpretation of the Word of God what we
have to say is merely in respect to theggtems.Indeed we
believe that the saintly people of God are left out of these
symbols, probably because the saints of God, as compared
with the hundreds of millions of humanity, are merely a
small company, as Jesus said: "Fear not, Little Flock."

Coming to the interpretation of the symboldRefv. 16:13-16
we find that there are three agencies connected
with the gathering of the hosts to this Battle of Armageddon.
We read that out of the mouth of the Beast, out of the
mouth of the False Prophet and out of the mouth of the
Dragon proceeded three unclean spirits like frogs; and that
these three unclean spirits, frog-like, went forth throughout
the whole world to gather the whole world into this Battle
of Armageddon.

It is proper, then, for us to inquire what systems are
meant by these symbolic words--the Dragon, the Beast and
the False Prophet. After we shall discover what is meant by
these terms, we shall ask what is symbolized by the frogs
that came out from their mouths.

Throughout the Bible, a Beast is the symbol used to represent
a government. In Daniel's prophecy the great universal
empires of the earth are thus symbolized. Babylon
was the Lion, Medo-Persia the Bear, Greece the Leopard,
and Rome the DragorDén. 7:1-§ The Roman Empire
still persists. Christendom is a part of that great Roman
Empire which began in the days of Caesar and which, according
to the Scriptures, still is in the world.

Practically all Bible exegetes agree that the Dragon of
the Revelation represents the purely civil power, wherever
it may be found. We do not understand this to mean that
all the powers of the world are evil or of the Devil, but that
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the Dragon is the symbol which the Lord is pleased to use to
represent civil power.

The Beast oRev. 16:13s the same that is mentioned in
Rev. 13:2 where it is described as resembling a leopard--
spotted. Protestant interpreters of the Revelation agree that
this symbol refers to the Papal system--not to the Pope, not
to Catholic congregations, not to individual Catholics, but
to thesystem as a wholeshich has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to recognize the Papacy
as a system, as a government. Papacy claims that the
Kingdom of God, Messiah's Kingdom, was established in
799 A.D.; that it lasted a thousand years, just as the Bible declares
Christ's Kingdom will last; and that it expired in 1799
A.D. They claim also that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ
(that is, the Papal system, represented in the Revelation as
the Beast) has been suffering violence; and that during this
time the Devil has been loosed, in fulfilmentRev. 20:7

History records that the era closing with 1799, marked
by Napoleon's Egyptian campaign, sealed and defined the
limit of Papal dominion over the nations. Napoleon even
took the Pope prisoner to France, where he died. This humiliating
experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks the
time of the loosing of Satan in fulfilment Bev. 20:7

We cannot agree with our Catholic brethren's interpretation
of prophecy. Our Lord was surely right when He
declared that "the prince of this world is Satan," and that
this is "the present evil world" or age. The reason why there
is so much graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance, superstition
everywhere is that Satan is the great being who is deceiving
the world. According to the Scriptures Satan is to
be bound for a thousand years, that he may deceive the nations
no more. Rev. 20:3 After the thousand years shall
have been finished, Satan shall be loosed for a little season
to test mankind. Then he will be destroyed in the Second
Death, together with all who are in harmony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their eyes open to see
the lengths, breadths, heights and depths of the Love of
God--His wonderful provision made, first, for the Church,
who are to share in the Kingdom glory; and second, for the
world of mankind, who will receive the blessing of an uplift
to human perfection during that thousand years. This
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glorious Epoch is just approaching, instead of being in the
past. So glorious will be the condition of humanity at the
close of Messiah's Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will
compare with it. But the great work of God will not be perfected
until every human being will have reached perfection,
or will have been destroyed in the Second Death,
because of refusal to come into harmony with the laws of
righteousness. Then every creature in Heaven and on earth,
will be heard saying, "Blessing and honor and glory and
power be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne and to the
Lamb, for ever and everRev. 5:13

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Roman power, represented
by the civil power in the world. The Beast is the
Papal system of government. The third symbol, the False
Prophet, remains to be interpreted. This, we believe, is another
name for the system elsewhere called "the Image of
the Beast."Rev. 13:14 According to the Scriptures, this
Image is a very exact representation of the Beast. The False
Prophet, or Image of the Beast, we understand to mean the
Protestant Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast

In order to see why the Protestant Federation of
Churches should be symbolized as the Image of the Beast
and as the False Prophet, we must examine other symbolical
Scriptures. IrRev. 17:5 our attention is called to a
great "mystery." The word "harlot” in Scriptural symbolism
does not mean an immoral person. It refers to the
Church, which was to be the Kingdom of God, but which
lost her virginity and became united to an earthly husband,
instead of her Heavenly Husband. To what earthly husband
did the Church unite? To the Roman Empire. In the
minds of Luther and other reformers there was no doubt
that there was a close union between the Church and the
world. The Church for a time claimed to be waiting for
Christ to set up His Kingdom. Finally she said, "l will not
wait until the Second Coming of Christ, | will unite with
the Roman Empire."

All know the result. The Roman Catholic Church was
exalted, and reigned as a queen for centuries. This union of
Church and State is represented in a famous picture found
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in Italy. On a throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side by
side. On one side are cardinals, bishops, the lower clergy
and the laity, in order of rank. On the other side are generals,
lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down to the common people.

Thus the union of Church and State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly governments are
called Christian; for they claim unity as part and parcel
with the Church. History tells us that for centuries the
Church appointed the earthly kings. Whosoever the Pope
desired was crowned. In proof of the supremacy of the
Church a story is told in regard to Emperor Henry IV of
Germany, who had incurred the Papal displeasure and who
as a punishment was compelled to stand for three days
without the castle gates of Canossa, barefooted, and clad
only in the haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to the inclemency
of mid-winter. Then he was forced to crawl on
hands and knees into the presence of the Pontiff, whose silk
stocking was removed in order that the emperor might kiss
the Pope's great toe, in fulfilment®@$a. 2:12 "Kiss the
Son, O ye kings of the earth.”

To our understanding this is a mistaken application of
Scripture. "The Son" is not the Pope. The "holy hill" is the
Kingdom of God. His agency is symbolized as the holy
Mount Zion. The great Messiah will completely overthrow
all the things of the present time, and will establish the
Kingdom of Righteousness and Truth, which will uplift
mankind out of sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope is the vicegerent
of Christ, reigning in His stead. They believe that the present
is the time when Satan is loosed to deceive the nations;
that very shortly the Church will again get full power in the
world; and that as a result every one who does not obey
them will be destroyed. This interpretation points us to
Revelation 13th and 20th Chapterg°rotestants do not appreciate
the situation. Doubtless all thinking people have
noticed that overtures for union come from Protestantism,
but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should the Scriptures picture
Protestantism as an Image of the Beast? When and
how did this come about? From the time of the Reformation,
Protestants had been striving individually to get out
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of the darkness of the past and thus had formulated many
creeds and had organized many denominations. But about
the middle of the last century the leaders began to see that if
every one continued to study the Bible individually the
time would come when each one would have an individual
creed. To prevent what seemed to them a loss of power, they
planned a union of Protestants in a system called the Evangelical
Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organization of the different
Protestant denominations, was formed in 1846 for the
very purpose of doing in their own way the same thing that
Catholicism would do in its own way. Seeing the great
power that Roman Catholics would exercise because of a
united system, Protestants said, "We are divided. We have
no power. We will organize." Then and there, according to
the Scriptures, they made an Image of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before the Image can do
any particular harm it must receive life from the two-horned
Beast. Rev. 13:1% This two-horned Beast with
horns like a lamb, but a voice like a dragon, we believe represents
the Church of England, which is not a party to the
Evangelical Alliance. The Church of England makes the
claim which the Church of Rome makes--that she is the
true Church; that all others are wrong; that she has the
original apostolic succession; and that no one is commissioned
to preach unless he has had divine, apostolic hands
laid upon him. This has been the contention of the Church
of England for centuries, and constitutes the difference between
that Church and all other Protestant denominations.

Although the Evangelical Alliance was organized in
1846, it has not been able to accomplish its purpose, because
it did not know how to operate. The denominations
in the Alliance were united only in name, and hence have
worked against each other. Denominations outside of the
Alliance were declared to be unauthorized; and they, in
turn, challenged the Evangelical Churches to show where
they got authority to preach. As a result the Image had no
power to act; it was trodden upon; and to get vitality--life--
it would need apostolic succession; it must have something
as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that the Church of England will
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become intimate with the Evangelical Alliance and will
give it apostolic authority to preach. Because of this union
the Alliance will be able to say, "We have apostolic authority
to preach. Let no one speak unless he has our sanction."”
This action on their part is describedRev. 13:17 None
will be allowed to buy or sell spiritual things in the spiritual
market unless he has either the mark of the Beast or the
mark of the Image.

In Rev. 16:13wve find mention of the False Prophet, another
representation of the Image--the vitalized product of
the Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the form of
Church Federation, and has today a great deal of vitality.
Whether we can expect it to have more remains to be seen.
The Scriptures clearly indicate that the Image of the Beast
is to get so great power that it will do the same thing that the
Roman Catholic Church did in the past; and that the two
systems, Catholic and Protestant, will rule the civilized world
with a high hand through the civil power--the Dragon.

"Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs"

The Scriptures tell us that this result is to be brought
about by the utterances of the combined power of Church
and State. "Three unclean spirits like frogs came out of the
mouth of the Dragon, and out of the mouth of the Beast,
and out of the mouth of the False Prophet.” In this passage,
the spirit is a doctrine--an unclean doctrine--a false doctrine.
Each of these systems will utter the same things, and
these utterances will have the effect of gathering the kingdoms
of earth together to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly understood, is very
forceful, and there is always a close resemblance between
the symbol itself and the thing symbolized. When the holy
Spirit uses a frog to represent certain doctrines or teachings,
we may be sure that the application will fit well. While a
frog is a small creature, yet it puffs itself up until it almost
bursts with the effort to be somebody. A frog has a very wise
look, even though it does not know very much. Then a frog
croakswhenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteristics of a frog, then,
are pomposity, an air of superior wisdom and knowledge,
and a continual croaking. Applying these characteristics to
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the picture given in the Divine Word, we learn that from

the civil power, from the Catholic Church and from the
Federation of Protestant Churches will go forth the same
teachings. The spirit of all will be boastful; an air of superior
knowledge and wisdom will be assumed; all will foretell

dire results to follow any failure to obey their counsels.
However conflicting the creeds, the differences will be ignored
in the general proposition that nothing ancient must

be disturbed, or investigated, or repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church, and the Divine
right of kings, aside from the Church, will not be allowed to
conflict; for both will be indorsed. Any persons or teachings
in conflict with these boastful, unscriptural claims will be
branded as everything vile, at the mouths of the frogs,
croaking from pulpits and platforms, and through the religious
and secular press. The nobler sentiments of some will
be strangled by the philosophy of the same evil spirit which
spoke through Caiaphas, the high priest, respecting our
Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas declared it expedient to commit a
crime in violation of justice, both human and Divine, to be
rid of Jesus and His teachings, so this frog-like spirit will approve
of any and every violation of principle necessary to
self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look back upon the
pages of history and see what terrible deeds were done in the
name of God and justice, and in the name of our Lord Jesus.
We are not to think for a moment that these frog spirits, or
doctrines, are all bad, but rather that they are doctrines of
bombast and pomposity, representing themselves to be very
wise and great, and having the backing of centuries. Out of
the mouth of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the Divine
right of Kings: "Do not look back of the curtain of history
to see where the kings got that right. Accept the doctrine;
for if you do not, and if men look into the matter, there will
be a terrible revolution and everything will go down!"

The Beast and the False Prophet have similar croakings.
The Catholic Church says, "Do not look behind! Do not
guestion anything about the Church!" Protestantism says,
also, "We are great, we are wise, we know a great deal. Keep
quiet! No one will then know that you know nothing." All
say (croaking), "We tell you that if you say anything against
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present arrangements, terrible things will come to pass.”

Political parties are figuring in this. All declare, "If any
change should come, it will mean terrible disaster!" Some
have the backbone and some have the civil power behind
them, but unitedly they croak to the people that if any
change is made, it will mean ruin to the present order. In
the language of our day, "Stand pat!" is the order in
Church and in State; but the people are being moved by
fear. It is this croaking of the Beast, the Dragon and the
False Prophet that will arouse the kings of earth and gather
them together to the Armageddon Battle and destruction.

The ecclesiastical kings and princes, with their retinue of
clergy and faithful adherents, will be gathered in solid phalanx--
Protestant and Catholic. The political kings and
princes, senators, and all in high places, with their henchmen
and retainers, will follow in line on the same side. The
financial kings and merchant princes, and all whom they
can influence by the most gigantic power ever yet exercised
in the world, will join the same side, according to this prophecy.
They do not realize, however, that they are coming
to Armageddon; yet strange to say, this is a part of their
very cry, "Come together to Armageddon!”

Speaking of our day, our Lord declared, "Men's hearts
failing them for fear and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven
shall be shaken.'Lgke 21:2 The kings of Europe know
not what to do. All sectarianism is being shaken. Many
people of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doctrines, will gather
the kings and princes, financial, political, religious and industrial
into one great army. The spirit of fear, inspired by
the croaking, will scourge the passions of otherwise good
and reasonable men to fury--desperation. In their blind following
of these evil spirits, evil doctrines, they will be ready
to sacrifice life and everything on what they mistakenly
suppose is the altar of Justice, Truth and Righteousness under
a Divine arrangement.

Many noble people in this great army will assume an attitude
quite contrary to their preference. For a time the
wheels of liberty and progress will be turned backward, and
mediaeval restraints will be considered necessary for self-preservation
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--for the maintenance of the present order of

things and for the prevention of the new order which God
has decreed, the due time for which is at hand. Even those
who may be God's people do not stop to consider whether it
is His will that things should continue as they have been for
the past six thousand years. The Bible says that such is not
God's will, but that there is to be a great overturning, that a
new order is coming in.

For a brief time, as we understand the Scriptures, these
combined forces of Armageddon will triumph. Free speech,
free mails, and other liberties which have come to be the
very breath of the masses in our day, will be ruthlessly shut
off on the plea ohecessitythe glory of God, the commands
of the Church, etc. The safety-valve will be sat upon, and
thus will cease to annoy earth's kings with the sound of escaping
steam; and all will seem to be serene--until the great
social explosion described in the Revelation asathquake
will take place. In symbolic language an earthquake signifies
social revolution, and the Scriptural declaration is
that none like it ever before occurreRef. 16:18,19 See
our Lord's reference to it iMatt. 24:21

The Lord's Great Army

At this juncture, the Scriptures show, Divine Power will
step forward, and God will gather the marshaled hosts to
Armageddon--to the Mount of DestructioRey. 16:16
The very thing which they sought to avert by their union,
federation, etc., will be the very thing that they will hasten.
Other Scriptures tell us that God will be represented by
Messiah, and that He will be on the side of the masses. "At
that time shall Michael [the Godlike One--Messiah] stand
up.” (Dan. 12:1) He will assume authority. He will take
possession of His Kingdom in a manner little looked for by
many of those who erroneously have been claiming to be
His Kingdom, and authorized by Him to reign in His name
and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, "His servants ye are unto
whom ye render service." Some may be rendering service to
Satan and to error, who claim to be rendering service to
God and to righteousness; and some may serve ignorantly,
as did Saul of Tarsus, who "verily thought that he did God
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service" in persecuting the Church. The same principle

holds true reversely. As an earthly king does not hold himself
responsible for the moral character of each soldier who

fights his battles, so the Lord does not vouch for the moral
character of all who enlist and fight on His side of any question.
His servants they are to whom they render service,

whatever the motive or object prompting.

The same principle will apply in the coming Battle of Armageddon.
God's side of that battle will be the people's
side; and that very nondescript host, the people, will be pitted
at the beginning of the battle. Anarchists, Socialists,
and hot-headed radicals of every school of reason and unreason,
will be in the forefront of that battle. He who has
any knowledge of army life knows that a great army is composed
of all classes.

The masses will be restless under their restraints, but will
be conscious of their weakness as compared with the kings
and princes, financial, social, religious and political, who
will then hold sway. The majority of the poor and the
middle class prefer peace at almost any price. The masses
have no sympathy with anarchy. They realize truly that the
worst form of government is better than none. The masses
will seek relief through the ballot and the peaceful readjustment
of earth's affairs for the elimination of evil, for the
placing of monopolies and utilities and the supplies of nature
in the hands of the people for the public good. The
crisis will be reached when the hitherto upholders of the law
shall become violators of the law and resisters of the will of
the majority as expressed by the ballot. Fear for the future
will goad the well-meaning masses to desperation, and anarchy
will result when Socialism fails.

The Lord's saints are not to be in this battle at all. God's
consecrated people, longing at heart for Messiah's Kingdom
and the glorious Year of Jubilee and Restitution
which it will inaugurate, will patiently abide the Lord's
time, and wait unmurmuringly for it. Their lamps trimmed
and burning, they will not be in darkness respecting the
momentous events of the impending battle; but they will be
of good courage, knowing the outcome portrayed in the
"more sure word of prophecy," to which they have done
well to "take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the Day dawn2 Pet. 1:19
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The question now arises, Why did not God send His
Kingdom sooner? Why is Armageddon necessary? We answer
that God has His own times and seasons, and that He
has appointed the Great Seventh Thousand-Year Day for
the reign of Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld until our
day the great knowledge and skill which is breeding at the
same time millionaires and discontents. Had God lifted the
veil of ignorance a thousand years sooner, the world would
have lined up for Armageddon a thousand years sooner.

God did not bring these things before the present time because
His Plan has various parts, all of which are converging

at the same time. In kindness God veiled the eyes of

mankind until the gathering to Armageddon would immediately
precede Messiah's taking to Himself His great

power and beginning His reigRev. 11:17,18

The attitude of the people of God should be that of great
thankfulness to the Giver of every good. They should make
provision for the great storm that is coming and keep very
quiet, not unduly interested in the side of either rich or
poor. We know in advance that the Lord is on the side of the
people. He itis that will fight the Armageddon Battle, and
His agency will be that peculiar army--all classes. When
this great "earthquake" of social revolution comes, it will
not be a mere handful of anarchists, but an uprising of the
people to throw off the great power that is strangling them.
Selfishness is at the bottom of the whole matter.

Not Yet, but Soon

For forty years the Armageddon forces have been mustering
for both sides of the conflict. Strikes, lockouts and
riots, great and small, have been merely incidental skirmishes
as the belligerents cross each other's paths. Court
and army scandals in Europe, insurance, trust and court
scandals in America, have shaken public confidence. Dynamite
plots, charged by turns on employees and on employers,
have tended to make each distrustful of the other. Bitter
and angry feelings on both sides are more and more manifested.
The lines of battle are daily becoming more distinctly
marked. Nevertheless Armageddon cannot yet be
fought.

Gentile Times have still two years to run. The Image of
the Beast must yet receive life--power. It must be transformed
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from a mere mechanism to a living force. Protestant
Federation realizes that its organization will continue to be
futile unless it receives vitalization--unless its clergy directly
or indirectly shall be recognized as possessed of apostolic
ordination and authority to teach. This, the prophecy
indicates, will come from the two-horned Beast, which we
believe symbolically represents the Church of England.
High-handed activities of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the suppression of human liberties,
await this vivifying of the Image. This may come

soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it, but must follow--
perhaps a year after, according to our view of the Prophetic
Word.

Still another thing intervenes. Although the Jews are
gradually flowing into Palestine, gradually obtaining control
of the land of Canaan, and although reports say that
already nineteen millionaires are there, nevertheless, prophecy
requires an evidently larger number of wealthy
Hebrews to be there before the Armageddon crisis be
reached. Indeed, we understand that "Jacob's trouble™ in
the Holy Land will come at the very close of Armageddon.
Then Messiah's Kingdom will begin to be manifested.
Thenceforth Israel in the Land of Promise will gradually
rise from the ashes of the past to the grandeur of prophecy.
Through its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah's Kingdom,
all-powerful, but invisible, will begin to roll away the
curse and to lift up mankind, and to give beauty for ashes.

| can see His coming judgments, as they circle all the earth,

The signs and groanings promised, to precede a second birth;

| read His righteous sentence, in the crumbling thrones of earth;
Our King is marching on.

The seventh trump is sounding, and our King knows no defeat,

He will sift out the hearts of men before His judgment seat.

Oh! be swift, my soul, to welcome Him; be jubilant, my feet;
Our King is marching on.
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STUDY |

"THE DAY OF VENGEANCE"

Prophetic Mention of it--The Time at Hand--Object of this Volume--
General Observations.

"The day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed
is come." "It is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of Zitsa' 63:4; 34:8

THUS the Prophet Isaiah refers to that period whiahiel (12:1)
describes as "a time of trouble such as never was

since there was a nation"; of whiktalachi (4:1) says, "Behold,
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble";
wherein the Apostldames (5:1-6)kays the rich men shall
weep and howl for the miseries that shall come upon them;
the day whichloel (2:2)describes as a day of clouds and
thick darkness; whiclAmos (5:20)says is "darkness and

not light, even very dark and no brightness in it"; and to
which the Lord refersMatt. 24:21,22 as a time of "great
tribulation,” so ruinous in its character that, if it were not

cut short, no flesh would survive its ravages.

That the dark and gloomy day thus described by the prophets
is a day of judgment upon mankind socially and nationally
--a day of national recompenses--is clear from many
scriptures. But while noting these, let the reader bear in
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mind the difference between national judgment and individual

judgment. While the nation is composed of individuals,

and individuals are largely responsible for the courses

of nations, and must and do suffer greatly in the calamities

which befall them, nevertheless, the judgment of the world

as individuals will be distinct from its judgment as nations.
The day of individual judgment for the world will be the

Millennial age, as already shown.* Then, under the favorable

conditions of the New Covenant, and granted a clear

knowledge of the truth, and every possible assistance and

incentive to righteousness, all men individually, and not

collectively as nations and other social organizations, will



be on trial, or judgment, for eternal life. The judgment of
nations, now instituted, is a judgment of men in their collective
(religious and civil) capacities. The civil institutions
of the world have had a long lease of power; and now, as the
"Times of the Gentiles" come to a close, they must render
up their accounts. And the Lord's judgment, expressed beforehand
by the prophets, is that not one of them will be
found worthy of a renewal of that lease or a continuance of
life. The decree is that the dominion shall be taken from
them, and that he whose right it is shall take the Kingdom,
and the nations shall be given to him for an inheritance.
Ezek. 21:27Dan. 7:27 Psa. 2:8 Rev. 2:26,27

Hear the word of the Lord to the nations assembled before
him for judgment: "Come near, ye nations, to hear;
and hearken, ye people; let the earth hear, and all that is
therein: the world, and all things that come forth of it. For
the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury
upon all their armies.” "The Lord is...an everlasting
King: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations
shall not be able to abide his indignation.” "A noise shall

*Vol. I., Chapter 8.
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come, even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy
with the nations...Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a
great whirlwind [intense and complicated trouble and
commotion] shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.
And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end
of the earth even unto the other end of the earth." "Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to the
prey; for my determination is to gather the nations, that |
may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation,
even all my fierce anger; for all the earth [the
present social order] shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy; and then [afterward] will | turn unto the people a
pure language; that they may all call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve him with one conserisa. 34:1,2 Jer. 10:10; 25:31-33
Zeph. 3:8,9 Luke 21:25
We have already shown* that the time is at hand, and
that the events of the day of Jehovah are even now crowding
closely upon us. A few years more must of necessity
ripen the elements now working in the direction of the predicted
trouble; and, according to the sure word of prophecy,
the present generation will witness the terrible crisis



and pass through the decisive conflict.

It is not our purpose, in calling attention to this subject,
to arouse a mere sensation, or to seek to gratify idle curiosity.
Nor can we hope to produce that penitence in the hearts
of men which would work a change in the present social,
political and religious order of society, and thus avert the
impending calamity. The approaching trouble is inevitable:
the powerful causes are all at work, and no human
power is able to arrest their operation and progress toward
the certain end: the effects must follow as the Lord foresaw
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and foretold. No hand but the hand of God could stay the
progress of the present current of events; and his hand will
not do so until the bitter experiences of this conflict shall
have sealed their instruction upon the hearts of men.

The main object of this volume is not, therefore, to enlighten
the world, which can appreciate only the logic of
events and will have no other; but to forewarn, forearm,
comfort, encourage and strengthen "the household of
faith," so that they may not be dismayed, but may be in full
harmony and sympathy with even the severest measures of
divine discipline in the chastening of the world, seeing by
faith the glorious outcome in the precious fruits of righteousness
and enduring peace.

The day of vengeance stands naturally related to the
benevolent object of its divine permission, which is the
overthrow of the entire present order of things, preparatory
to the permanent establishment of the Kingdom of God on
earth, under Christ, the Prince of Peace.

The Prophelsaiah (63:1-6) taking his standpoint down
at the end of the harvest of the Gospel age, beholds a
mighty Conqueror, glorious in his apparel (clothed with
authority and power), and riding forth victoriously over all
his enemies, with whose blood all his garments are stained.
He inquires who the wonderful stranger is, saying, "Who is
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, traveling in the
greatness of his strength?"

Edom, it will be remembered, was the name given to
Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, after he sold his birthright.
(Gen. 25:30-3% The name was also subsequently applied
both to the people descended from him and to the country
in which they settled. (Seégen. 25:30; 36:1Num. 20:18,20,21
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symbol of a class who, in this age, have similarly

sold their birthright; and that, too, for a consideration as

trifling as the mess of pottage which influenced Esau. The

name is frequently so used by the prophets in reference to

that great company of professed Christians which is sometimes

called "the Christian World," and "Christendom"

(i.e., Christ's Kingdom), which names the thoughtful

should readily recognize as misnomers, betraying a great

lack of understanding of the true object and character of

Christ's Kingdom, and also of the appointed time and

manner of its establishment. They are simply boastful appellations

which misrepresent the truth. Is the world indeed

yet Christian? or is even that part of it that claims the

name?--the nations of Europe and America? Hear the

thunder of cannon, the tread of marshalled hosts, the

scream of bursting shells, the groans of the oppressed and

the mutterings of the angry nations with deafening emphasis

answer, No! Do these constitute Christ's Kingdom--a

true Christendom? Who indeed will take upon himself the

burden ofproof of such a monstrous proposition? The fallacy

of the boastful claim is so palpable that any attempt at

proof would so thoroughly dissolve the delusion that none

who wish to perpetuate it would presume to undertake it.
The fitness of the symbolic name "Edom" in its application

to Christendom is very marked. The nations of so-called

Christendom have had privileges above all the other

nations, in that, to them, as to the Israelites of the previous

age, have been committed the oracles of God. As a result of

the enlightening influences of the Word of God, both directly

and indirectly, have come to these nations all the

blessings of civilization; and the presence in their midst of a

few saints (a "little flock"), developed under its influence,

has been as "the salt of the earth," preserving it to some extent
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from utter moral corruption. And these, by their godly

examples, and by their energy in holding forth the Word of

life, have been "the light of the world," showing men the

way back to God and righteousness. But only a few in all

these favored nations have made proper use of their advantages,
which have come to them as an inheritance by reason



of their birth in the lands so blessed with the influences of
the Word of God, direct and indirect.

Like Esau, the masses of Christendom have sold their
birthright of special and peculiar advantage. By the masses,
we mean not only the agnostic portion of it, but also the
great majority of worldly professors of the religion of
Christ, who are Christians only in name, but who lack the
life of Christ in them. These have preferred the mean morsels
of present earthly advantage to all the blessings of communion
and fellowship with God and Christ, and to the
glorious inheritance with Christ promised to those who
faithfully follow in his footsteps of sacrifice. These, though
they arenominallyGod's people--the nominal spiritual Israel
of the Gospel age, of which "Israel after the flesh” in the
Jewish age was a type--really have little or no respect for
the promises of God. These, although they are indeed a
mighty host, bearing the name of Christ, and posing before
the world as the Church of Christ; although they have built
up great organizations representing various schisms in the
professed body of Christ; although they have written massive
volumes ofun-"systematic theology," and founded numerous
colleges and seminaries for the teaching of these;
and although they have done "many wonderful works" in
the name of Christ, which were often, nevertheless, contrary
to the teachings of his Word; these constitute the
Edom class who have sold their birthright. The class includes
almost all "Christendom"--all reared in the so-called
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Christian lands, who have not availed themselves of
the privileges and blessings of the gospel of Christ and conformed
their lives thereto. The remainder are the few justified,
consecrated and faithful individuals who are joined to
Christ by a living faith, and who, as "branches," abide in
Christ, the True Vine. These constitute the true Israel of
God--Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile.

The symbolic Edom of Isaiah's prophecy corresponds to
the symbolic Babylon of Revelation, and of the prophecies
of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Thus the Lord designates
and describes that great system to which men ascribe the
misleading name, Christendom--Christ's Kingdom. As all
of the land of Edom symbolizes all of "Christendom,"” so its
capital city, Bozrah, represented Ecclesiasticism, the chief
citadel of Christendom. The prophet represents the Lord as
a victorious warrior who makes a great slaughter in Edom,
and specially in Bozrah. The name Bozrah signifies "sheepfold."



Bozrah is even yet noted for its goats, and the slaughter
of this day of vengeance is said to be of the "lambs and
goats." (sa. 34:6 The goats would correspond to the
"tares," while the lambs would represent the tribulation
saints Rev. 7:14 1 Cor. 3:1) who neglected to use the opportunities
granted them, and did not so run as to obtain
the prize of their high calling; and who therefore, although
not rejected of the Lord, were not accounted worthy to escape
the trouble as matured "sheep"--called, chosen and
faithful.
The reply to the Prophet's inquiry--"Who is this that
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?" is,
"l that speak in righteousness, mighty to save." It is the
same mighty one described by the Reveld®mv( 19:11-1§
the "King of kings and Lord of lords," Jehovah's
Anointed, our blessed Redeemer and Lord Jesus.
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For our information the Prophet inquires further, saying,
"Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments
like him that treadeth in the winepress?" Hear the reply:

"I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the nations
there was none with me: and | trod them down in mine
anger, and | trampled on them in my fury; and their blood
was sprinkled on my garments, and all my raiment have |
stained; for the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the
year of my redeemed was come. And | looked, and there
was no one to help, and | was astonished; and there was no
one to support; and then my own arm [power] aided me;
and my fury, this it was that upheld me. And | stamped
down nations in my anger,...brought down to the earth
their victorious strength.” And the Revelator adds, "He
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God."Rev. 19:15

The treading of the winepress is the last feature of harvest
work. The reaping and gathering is all done first. So this
treading of the winepress of the wrath of God into which
"the vine of theearth' (the false vine which has misappropriated
the name Christian and Christ's Kingdom) is
cast when its iniquitous clusters are fully ripeey. 14:18-2))
represents the last work of this eventful "harvest” period.*

It pictures to our minds the last features of the great
time of trouble which shall involve all nations, and of
which we are so abundantly forewarned in the Scriptures.

The fact that the King of kings is represented as treading
the winepressaloné' indicates that the power exerted for



the overthrow of the nations will be divine power, and not
mere human energy. It will be God's power that will punish
the nations, and that will eventually "bring forth judgment
[justice, righteousness, truth] unto victory." "He shall smite

*Vol. lll, Chapter 6.
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the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of
his lips [the force and spirit of his truth] shall he slay the
wicked." (sa. 11:4 Rev. 19:15Psa. 98:) To no human
generalship can the honors of the coming victory for truth
and righteousness be ascribed. Wild will be the conflict of
the angry nations, and world-wide will be the battlefield
and the distress of nations; and no human Alexander, Caesar
or Napoleon will be found to bring order out of the
dreadful confusion. But in the end it will be known that the
grand victory of justice and truth, and the punishment of
iniquity with its just deserts, was brought about by the
mighty power of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

All of these things are to be accomplished in the closing
days of the Gospel age, because, as the Lord states through
the Prophetléa. 63:4; 34:9, "The year of my redeemed is
come," and "it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion." All
through the Gospel age the Lord has taken cognizance of
the controversy, the strife and contention, in nominal Zion.
He has observed how his faithful saints have had to contend
for truth and righteousness, and even to suffer persecution
for righteousness' sake at the hands of those who
opposed them in the name of the Lord; and for wise purposes
the Lord has hitherto refrained from interfering; but
now the day of recompenses has come, and the Lord hath a
controversy with them, as it is written, "For the Lord hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there
is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.

By swearing and lying and killing and stealing and committing
adultery they break out, and blood toucheth blood.

Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth
therein shall languish.'Hos. 4:1-3 This prophecy, so

true in its fulfilment upon fleshly Israel, is doubly so in its
fuller application to nominal spiritual Israel--Christendom.
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"A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the
Lord hath a controversy with the nations: he will plead
with all flesh: he will give them that are wicked to the
sword, saith the Lord." "Hear ye now what the Lord saith,
...Hear ye, O mountains [kingdoms], the Lord's controversy,
and ye [hitherto] strong foundations of the earth
[society]; for the Lord hath a controversy with his [professed]
people,” "He will give those that are wicked to the
sword,"Jer. 25:3% Micah 6:1,2

Hear again the Prophet Isaiah concerning this controversy:
"Come near, ye nations, to hear; and harken, ye
people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein: the world,
and all things that come forth of it [all the selfish and evil
things that come of the spirit of the world]; for the indignation
of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon
all their armies: he hath [taking the future standpoint] utterly
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter;
...and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their
dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the Lord's
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy
of Zion." Isa. 34:1,2,7,8

Thus the Lord will smite the nations and cause them to
know his power, and he will deliver his faithful people who
go not with the multitudes in the way of evil, but who
wholly follow the Lord their God in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation. And even this terrible judgment
upon the world, as nations, thus dashing them to pieces as a
potter's vessel, will prove a valuable lesson to them when
they come forth to an individual judgment under the Millennial
reign of Christ. Thus, in his wrath, the Lord will remember
mercy.
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STUDY I
"THE DOOM OF BABYLON"--"CHRISTENDOM"
"MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN"

Babylon--Christendom--The City--The Empire--The Mother--The
Daughters--Babylon's Doom--Its Dread Significance.

"THE Doom of Babylon which Isaiah...saw. Lift ye up a standard
upon the high mountain, raise high your voice unto them,

motion with the hand that they may enter into the gates of the
princes.

"I have commanded my sanctified, | have also called my
mighty ones for my anger; even them that rejoice in my highness.
"They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even
the Lord and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole

land.

"There is a noise of tumult on the mountains, like as of a great
people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered
together; the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

"Wall ye; for the Day of Jehovah is at hand: it shall come as a
destruction from the Almighty. Therefore, all hands shall become
weak, and every mortal's heart shall melt: and they shall be
afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall have
throes, as a woman that travaileth: they shall wonder every man
at his neighbor; red like flames shall their faces glow.

"Behold, the Day of Jehovah cometh, direful with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall destroy the sinners
thereof out of it.

"For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not
give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and
the moon shall not shed abroad her light.

"And | will visit on the world its evil, and on the wicked their
iniquity; and 1 will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and
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the haughtiness of tyrants will I humble. | will make a man more
precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of
Ophir. Therefore | will shake the heavens, and the earth shall be
removed out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, in the
day of his fierce angerl$a. 13:1-13 CompareRev. 16:14
Heb. 12:26-29

"Judgment also will | lay to the line, and righteousness to the
plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and
the waters shall overflow the hiding placksa. 28:17

The various prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and
the Apocalypse concerning Babylon are all in full accord,
and manifestly refer to the same great city. And since these
prophecies had but a very limited fulfilment upon the ancient,
literal city, and those of the Apocalypse were written
centuries after the literal Babylon was laid in ruins, it is
clear that thepecialreference of all the prophets is to something
of which the ancient literal Babylon was an illustration.
It is clear also that, in so far as the prophecies of Isaiah
and Jeremiah concerning its downfall were accomplished
upon the literal city, it became in its downfall, as well as in its
character, an illustration of the great city to which the Revelator
points in the symbolic language of the Apocalypse
(Chapters 17 and 18), and to which chiefly the other prophets
refer.

As already intimated, what today is known as Christendom
is the antitype of ancient Babylon; and therefore the
solemn warnings and predictions of the prophets against
Babylon--Christendom--are matters of deepest concern to
the present generation. Would that men were wise enough
to consider them! Though various other symbolic names,
such as Edom, Ephraim, Ariel, etc., are in the Scriptures applied
to Christendom, this term, "Babylon," is the one most
frequently used, and its significancenfusion is remarkably
appropriate. The Apostle Paul also points out a nominal,
spiritual Israel in contradistinction to a nominal fleshly Israel
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(Seel Cor. 10:18 Gal. 6:16 Rom. 9:8; and likewise

there is a nominal spiritual Zion, and a nominal fleshly

Zion. (Sedsa. 33:14 Amos 6:1) But let us examine some of
the wonderful correspondencies of Christendom to Babylon,
its type, including the direct testimony of the Word of

God on the subject. Then we will note the present attitude
of Christendom, and the present indications of her foretold



doom.

The Revelator intimated that it would not be difficult to
discover this great mystical city, because her nanmehsr
forehead that is, she is prominently marked, so that we cannot
fail to see her unless we shut our eyes and refuse to
look--"And upon her foreheadvas a name written, Mystery,
Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and abominations
of the earth."Rev. 17:3 But before looking for this
Mystical Babylon, let us first observe the typical Babylon,
and then, with its prominent features in mind, look for the
antitype.

The name Babylon was applied, not only to the capital
city of the Babylonian empire, but also to the empire itself.
Babylon, the capital, was the most magnificent, and probably
the largest, city of the ancient world. It was built in the
form of a square on both sides of the Euphrates river; and,
for protection against invaders, it was surrounded by a
deep moat filled with water and inclosed within a vast system
of double walls, from thirty-two to eighty-five feet
thick, and from seventy-five to three hundred feet high. On
the summit were low towers, said to have been two hundred
and fifty in number, placed along the outer and inner edges
of the wall, tower facing tower; and in these walls were a
hundred brazen gates, twenty-five on each side, corresponding
to the number of streets which intersected each
other at right angles. The city was adorned with splendid
palaces and temples and the spoils of conquest.
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Nebuchadnezzar was the great monarch of the Babylonian
empire, whose long reign covered nearly half the period
of its existence, and to him its grandeur and military
glory were chiefly due. The city was noted for its wealth and
magnificence, which brought a corresponding moral degradation,
the sure precursor of its decline and fall. It was
wholly given to idolatry, and was full of iniquity. The
people were worshipers of Baal, to whom they offered human
sacrifices. The deep degradation of their idolatry may
be understood from God's reproof of the Israelites when
they became corrupted by contact with them. See
Jer. 7:9; 19:5

The name originated with the frustrating of the plan for
the great tower, called Babel (confusion), because there
God confounded human speech; but the native etymology
made the name Babil, which, instead of being reproachful,
and a reminder of the Lord's displeasure, signified to



them--"the gate of God."
The city of Babylon attained a position of prominence
and affluence as a capital of the great Babylonian empire,
and was called "the golden city,"” "the glory of kingdoms,
and the beauty of Chaldees' excellentsa’ 13:19; 14:4
Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded in the dominion by his
grandson Belshazzar, under whose reign came the collapse
which pride, fullness of bread and abundance of idleness always
insure and hasten. While the people, all unconscious
of impending danger, following the example of their king,
were abandoning themselves to demoralizing excesses, the
Persian army, under Cyrus, stealthily crept in through the
channel of the Euphrates (from which they had turned
aside the water), massacred the revelers, and captured the
city. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of that strange handwriting
on the wall--Mene, Mene, Tekel, Uphar&irwhich
Daniel had interpreted only a few hours before to mean--
"God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. Thou
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art weighed in the balance and art found wanting. Thy
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."
And so complete was the destruction of that great city
that even its site was forgotten and was for a long time
uncertain.

Such was the typical city; and, like a great millstone cast
into the sea, it was sunken centuries ago, never again to rise;
even the memory of it has become a reproach and a byword.
Now let us look for its antitype, first observing that the
Scriptures clearly point it out, and then noting the aptness
of the symbolism.

In symbolic prophecy a “city" signifies a religious government
backed by power and influence. Thus, for instance,
the "holy city, the new Jerusalem," is the symbol used to
represent the established Kingdom of God, the overcomers
of the Gospel Church exalted and reigning in glory. The
Church is also, and in the same connection, represented as a
woman, "the bride, the Lamb's wife," in power and glory,
and backed by the power and authority of Christ, her husband.
"And there came unto me one of the seven angels...
saying, Come hither,Will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife
And he..showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem
Rev. 21:9,10

This same method of interpretation applies to mystical
Babylon, the great ecclesiastical kingdom, "that great city"
(Rev. 17:1-¢, which is described as a harlot, a fallen



woman (an apostate church--for the true Church is a virgin),
exalted to power and dominion, and backed, to a considerable
degree, by the kings of the earth, the civil powers,

which are all more or less intoxicated with her spirit and
doctrine. The apostate church lost her virgin purity. Instead
of waiting, as an espoused and chaste virgin, for exaltation
with the heavenly Bridegroom, she associated herself

with the kings of the earth and prostituted her virgin purity
--both of doctrine and character--to suit the world's
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ideas; and in return she received, and now to some extent
exercises, a present dominion, in large measure by their
support, direct and indirect. This unfaithfulness to the

Lord, whose name she claims, and to her high privilege to
be the "chaste virgin" espoused to Christ, is the occasion of
the symbolic appellation, "harlot,” while her influence as a
sacerdotal empire, full of inconsistency and confusion, is
symbolically represented under the name Babylon, which,
in its widest sense, as symbolized by the Babylonian empire,
we promptly recognize to be Christendom; while in its more
restricted sense, as symbolized by the ancient city Babylon,
we recognize to be theominal Christian Church.

The fact that Christendom does not accept the Bible
term "Babylon,"” and its significance, confusion, as applicable
to her, is no proof that it is not so. Neither did ancient
Babylon claim the Bible significance--confusion. Ancient
Babylon presumed to be the very "gate of God"; but God
labeled it ConfusionGen. 11:9; and so it is with her antitype
today. She calls herself Christendom, the gateway to
God and everlasting life, while God calls her Babylon--
confusion.

It has been very generally and very properly claimed by
Protestants that the name "Babylon" and the prophetic description
are applicable to Papacy, though recently a more
compromising disposition is less inclined so to apply it. On
the contrary, every effort is now made on the part of the
sects of Protestantism to conciliate and imitate the Church
of Rome, and to affiliate and cooperate with her. In so
doing they become part and parcel with her, while they justify
her course and fill up the measure of her iniquities, just
as surely as did the scribes and Pharisees fill up the measure
of their fathers who killed the prophetMdtt. 23:31,32
All this, of course, neither Protestants nor Papists are ready
to admit, because in so doing they would be condemning
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themselves. And this fact is recognized by the Revelator,
who shows that all who would get a true view of Babylon
must, in spirit, take their position with the true people of

God "in the wilderness"--in the condition of separation

from the world and worldly ideas and mere forms of godliness,
and in the condition of entire consecration and faithfulness

to and dependence upon God alone. "So he carried

me away in the spirinto the wildernessand | saw a woman,
...Babylon.Rev. 17:1-5

And since the kingdoms of the civilized world have submitted
to be largely dominated by the influence of the great
ecclesiastical systems, especially Papacy, accepting from
them the appellation "Christian nations" and "Christendom,"
and accepting on their authority the doctrine of the
divine right of kings, etc., they also link themselves in with
great Babylon, and become part of it, so that, as in the type,
the name Babylon applied, not only to the city, but also to
the whole empire, here also the symbolic term "Babylon”
applies, not only to the great religious organizations,

Papal and Protestant, but also, in its widest sense, to all
Christendom.

Hence this day of judgment upon mystic Babylon is the
day of judgment upon all the nations of Christendom; its
calamities will involve the entire structure--civil, social and
religious; and individuals will be affected by it to the extent
of their interest in, and dependence upon, its various organizations
and arrangements.

The nations beyond Christendom will also feel the
weight of the heavy hand of recompense in that they also
are to some extent bound in with the nations of Christendom
by various interests, commercial and others; and
justly, too, in that they also have failed to appreciate what
light they have seen, and have loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil. Thus, as the Prophet
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declared, "All the earth [society] shall be devoured with the

fire of God's jealousy"Z4eph. 3:9; but against Babylon,
Christendom, because of her greater responsibility and misuse
of favors received, will burn the fierceness of his wrath

and indignation.Jer. 51:49 "At the noise of the taking of
Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the
nations."Jer. 50:46



Babylon--Mother and Daughters

But some sincere Christians, not yet awake to the decline
of Protestantism, and who do not realize the relationship of
the various sects to Papacy, but who perceive the unrest
and the doctrinal upheavals in all the religious systems,
may still be anxiously inquiring--"If all Christendom is to
be involved in the doom of Babylon, what will become of
Protestantism, the result of The Great Reformation?" This
is an important question; but let the reader consider that
Protestantism, as it exists today, is not the result of the
Great Reformation, but of its decline; and it now partakes
to a large degree of the disposition and character of the
Church of Rome, from which its various branches sprang.
The various Protestant sects (and we say it with all due
deference to aomparativelyfew devout souls within them,
whom the Lord designates agteat" in contradistinction
to the overwhelming numbers dhates’) are the true
daughters of that degenerate system of nominal Christianity,
the Papacy, to which the Revelator makes reference in
applying to her the name "Mother of harlot$ef. 17:5
And let it not pass unobserved that both Romanists and
Protestants now freely own the relationship of mother and
daughters, the former continually styling herself the Holy
Mother Church, and the latter, with pleased complacency,
endorsing the idea, as shown by many public utterances of
leading Protestant clergymen and laymen. Thus they
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"glory in their shame," apparently all unmindful of the

brand which they thus accept from the Word of God, which
designates the Papacy, as "the mother of harlots.” Nor does
the Papacy, in claiming her office of motherhood, ever seem
to have questioned her right to that title, or to have considered
its incompatibility with her profession still to be the

only true church, which the Scriptures designateirgih”
espoused to Christ. Her acknowledged claims of motherhood
are to the everlasting shame of both herself and her
offspring. The true Church, which God recognizes, but

which the world knows not, is still a virgin; and from her

pure and holy estate no daughter systems have ever sprung.
She is still a chaste virgin, true to Christ, and dear to him as
the apple of his eyeZéch. 2:8 Psa. 17:6,8 The true

Church cannot be pointed out anywhasea companjrom

which all the tares have been separated, but it consists only



of the true "wheat," and all such are known unto God,
whether the world recognizes them or not.

But let us see how the Protestant systems sustain this relationship
of daughters to Papacy. Since Papacy, the mother,
is not a single individual, but a great religious system, in
keeping with the symbol we should expect to see other religious
systems answering to the illustration of daughters of
similar character--not, of course, so old, nor necessarily so
depraved, as Papacy--but nevertheless, "harlots" in the
same sense; i.e., religious systems claiming to be either the
espoused virgin or the bride of Christ, and yet courting the
favor and receiving the support of the world, at the price of
disloyalty to Christ.

To this description the various Protestant organizations
fully correspond. They are the great daughter systems.

As already pointed out* the birth of these various daughter

*Vol. lll, p. 112.
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systems came in connection with reforms from the corruptions
of the mother Church. The daughter systems

parted from the mother under circumstances of travail, and
were born virgins. However, they contained more than true
reformers; they contained many who still had the spirit of

the mother, and they inherited many of her false doctrines
and theories; and it was not long until they fell into many

of her bad practices and proved their characters true to the
prophetic stigma--"harlots."

But let it not be forgotten that while the various reformation
movements did valuable work in the "cleansing of the
sanctuary," yet only the temple class, the sanctuary class,
has ever been the true Church, in God's reckoning. The
great human systems called churches, have never been
more thamominallythe Church. They all belong to a false
system which counterfeits, misrepresents and hides from
the world the true Church, which is composed only of fully
consecrated and faithful believers, who trust in the merit of
the one great sacrifice for sins. These are to be found scattered
here and there within and outside of these human systems,
yet always separate from their worldly spirit. They
are the "wheat" class of our Lord's parable, clearly distinguished
by him from the "tares." Not comprehending
the real character of these systems, as individuals they have
humbly walked with God, taking his Word as their counselor



and his spirit as their guide. Nor have they ever been

at ease in nominal Zion, where they have often painfully
observed that the spirit of the world, operating through the
unrecognized "tare" element, endangered spiritual prosperity.
They are the blessed mourners in Zion, to whom

God hath appointed "beauty for ashes, and the oil of joy for
mourning." Matt. 5:4; Isa. 61:3 It is only in this "harvest"

time that the separation of this class from the "tare" element
is due; for it was the Lord's purpose to "let both grow
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together until the harvest [the time in which we are now living]."
Matt. 13:30

Hence it is that this class is now being awakened to a realization
of the real character of these condemned systems. As
previously shown,* the various reform movements, as predicted
by the prophet@an. 11:32-35, were "overcome by
flatteries:" each one, after accomplishing a measure of
cleansing, stopped short; and, so far as they found it practicable,
they imitated the example of the Church of Rome in
courting and receiving the favor of the world at the expense
of their virtue--their fidelity to Christ, the true Head of the
Church. Church and state again made common cause, in a
measure united their worldly interests, at the expense of the
real, the spiritual, interests of the church; and progress and
reform in the church were again at a standstill. Indeed, a
retrograde movement set in, so that today many of them
are much farther from the proper standard, both of faith
and practice, than in the days of their founders.

Some of the reformed churches were even admitted to
share in authority and power with earthly rulers; as, for instance,
the Church of England, and the Lutheran Church
in Germany. And those who have not succeeded to that extent
have (as in this country, for instance) made many compromising
overtures to the world for smaller favors. Itis
also true that while the world powers have advanced the
worldly ambitions of the unfaithful church, the church has
also freely admitted the world to her communion and fellowship;
and so freely, that the baptized worldlings now
form the large majority of her membership, filling nearly
every important position, and thus dominating her.

This was the disposition which degraded the church in
the beginning of the age, which brought about the great

*Vol. lll, Chapter 4.
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falling away @ Thess. 2:3,7-10 and which gradually, but
rapidly, developed the Papal system.

This loose character, early assumed by the various reform
movements, and which gradually developed sectarian
organizations, continues to the present day; and the more
these organizations grow in wealth, numbers and influence
the further they fall from Christian virtue and develop the
arrogance of their mother. A few earnest Christians in the
various sects observe this to some extent, and with shame
and sorrow confess and lament it. They see that every possible
effort is made by the various sectarian organizations to
please the world and to court its favor and secure its patronage.
Elegant and costly church edifices, lofty spires, chiming
bells, grand organs, fine furnishments, artistic choirs,
polished orators, fairs, festivals, concerts, plays, lotteries
and questionable amusements and pastimes are all arranged
with a view to securing the world's approval and
support. The grand and wholesome doctrines of Christ are
thrust to the background, while false doctrines and sensational
topics take their place in the pulpit, the truth is ignored
and forgotten, and the spirit of it lost. In these
particulars how truly the daughters resemble the mother
organization!

As one among numerous evidences of the freedom and
even pride with which this relationship of the Protestant
sects to Papacy is owned, we give the following sentiments
of a Presbyterian clergyman, quoted from one of his sermons
as published by the daily press. The gentleman said:

"Wince as you will, you must admit that this (the Catholic
Church) is theMother Church She possesses an unbroken
history extending back to the time of the apostles. [Yes,
that is where the apostasy begahess. 2:7,B For every
fragment of religious truth which we prize, we are indebted to her as
the depository If she has no claims to being the true Church,
then are wdastards and not sons
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"Talk about missionaries to labor amongst Romanists!
| would as soon think of sending missionaries amongst
Methodists and Episcopalians and United Presbyterians
and Lutherans for the purpose of converting them into
Presbyterians."

Yes, nearly all the doctrinal errors so tenaciously held by



Protestants were brought with them from Rome, though
beyond the gross errors of Papacy, such as the sacrifice of
the mass, the worship of saints, of the virgin Mary and of
images, the auricular confession, the granting of indulgences,
etc., considerable progress was made by each of

the reform movements. But alas! Protestants of today are
not only willing, but anxious, to make almost any compromise
to secure the favor and assistance of the old

"mother" from whose tyranny and villainy their fathers

fled three centuries ago. Even those principles of truth

which at first formed the ground of protest are being gradually
forgotten or openly repudiated. The very foundation

doctrine of "justification by faith" in the "continual sacrifice"

is rapidly giving way to the old Papal dogma of justification
by works and by the sacrilegious sacrifice of the

mass.* And numbers both in pulpits and in pews now

openly declare that they have no faith in the efficacy of the
precious blood of Christ as the ransom-price for sinners.

The claims of apostolic succession and clerical authority
are almost as presumptuously set forth by some of the Protestant
clergy as by the Papal priesthood. And the right of
individual private judgment--the very fundamental principle
of the protest against Papacy, which led to the Great
Reformation--is now almost as strenuously opposed by
Protestants as by Papists. Yet Protestants are fully aware
that it was in the exercise of the right of private judgment
that the Reformation was begun and for a short time carried
*The latter, the mass, amongst Episcopalians--"High Church"--in Great
Britain and the United States.
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forward, although later a presumptuous domination of

recognized leaders retarded the wheels of progress, and has,

ever since, kept them strictly within the traditional lines

and put a ban upon all who fearlessly step beyond them.
Thus viewed, Protestantism is no longer a protest against

the mother church, as at first. As a writer for the press recently

remarked--"Thesmis still with us, but what has become

of theprotes?" Protestants seem to have forgotten--for

they truly ignore--the very grounds of the original protest,

and, as systems, they are fast drifting back toward the open

arms of the "Holy (?) Mother Church,” where they are

freely invited and assured of a cordial reception.



"Let us hold out to you our hand affectionately” (says
Pope Leo to Protestants in his noted* Encyclical addressed
"To The Princes and Peoples of the Earth"), "and invite
you to the unity which never failed the Catholic church,
and which never can fail. Long has our common mother
called you to her breast; long have all the Catholics of the
Universe awaited you with the anxiety of brotherly love.
...0ur heart, more even than our voice, calls to you, dear
brethren, who for three centuries past have been at issue
with us in the Christian faith.”

Again, in his Encyclical to the Roman church in America,
+Pope Leo says, "Our thoughts now turn to those who
dissent from us in matters of Christian faith...How solicitous
we are of their salvation; with what ardor of soul we
wish that they should be at length restored to the embrace
of the Church, the common mother of alll...Surely we
ought not to leave them to their fancies, but with mildness
and charity draw them over, using every means of persuasion
to induce them to examine closely every part of the Catholic
doctrine and to free themselves from preconceived notions."

*1894. +1895.
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And in his "Apostolic Letter to the English People”
(1895) he gives utterance to the following prayer, "O
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most gentle
Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon England...
O sorrowful Mother, intercede for our separated brethren,
that with us in the one true fold they may be united to the
Supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son"--i.e., himself, the
Pope.

In furtherance of this same plan, "Missions for Protestants"
have been started under the charge of what are
known as the "Paulist Fathers." These meetings have been
and are being held in the large cities. They are conducted
along lines of conciliation and explanation; written questions
from Protestants are requested and answered publicly;
and tracts for Protestants are freely distributed.
Protestants are practically conceding the Romish position,
and really have no answer to make; and any one who can
and does answer, and refers to facts, is denounced as a disturber
by both Protestants and Catholics.

Every intelligent person can see how easily Protestantism



is being ensnared by this cunning craftiness, and how perceptibly
the popular current is set toward the Church of

Rome, which is changed indeed in voice and power, but
unchanged in heart, and still justifying the Inquisition and

other of her methods of the dark ages by claimingight,

as ruler of earth, to punish heretics as she pleases.

It is clear, therefore, that while many faithful souls, ignorant
of the real state of the case, have reverently and devoutly
worshiped God within these Babylon systems,
nevertheless, this does not alter the fact that they are, one
and all, "harlot"systems Confusion reigns in them all; and
the name Babylon aptly fits the entire family--mother,
daughters and accomplices, the nations styled Christendom.
Rev. 18:7; 17:2-6,18
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Let it be borne in mind, then, that in the great politico-ecclesiastical
systems which men call Christendom, but
which God calls Babylon, we have not only the foundation
but also the superstructure and the crowning pinnacle, of
the present social order. This is implied in the generally accepted
term, Christendom, which of late is applied, not
only to those nations which support Christian sects by legislation
and taxation, but also to all nations which show tolerance
to Christianity without in any definite manner
favoring or supporting it; as, for instance, these United
States.

The doctrine of "the divine right of kings," taught or
supported by almost every sect, is the foundation of the old
civil system, and has long given authority, dignity and stability
to the kingdoms of Europe; and the doctrine of the
divine appointment and authority of the clergy has hindered
God's children from progressing in divine things and
bound them by the chains of superstition and ignorance to
the veneration and adoration of fallible fellow-beings, and
to their doctrines, traditions and interpretations of God's
Word. It is this entire order of things that is to fall and pass
away in the battle of this great day--the order of things
which for centuries has held the people docile under the ruling
powers, civil, social and religious. All this has been by
God'spermissionnot by his appointment and approval, as
they claim). But though an evil in itself, it has served a
good,temporarypurpose in preventing anarchy, which is immeasurably
worse, because men were not prepared to do
better for themselves, and because the time for Christ's Millennial
Kingdom had not yet come. Hence God permitted



the various delusions to gain credence in order to hold men
in check until "The Time of the End"--the end of "The
Times of the Gentiles."
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Babylon's Doom

Upon the prophetic page we may clearly read the doom
of Babylon, Christendom; and it is none the less clearly expressed
in the signs of the times. That her destruction will
be sudden, violent and complete is thus forcibly stated:
"And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus, with violence, shall
that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be
found no more at all."Rev. 18:8,21Jer. 51.:63,64,42,24-26
And yet that it was to undergo a gradual consuming
process is shown Hyaniel (7:26)-"But the judgment shall
sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and
to destroy it unto the end." The Pagaminion(and much
of the abject reverence of the people for ecclesiasticism in
general), as already shown,* was broken down at the beginning
of the Time of the End--1799; and, though the subsequent
process of consumption has been slow, and there
have been occasional signs of apparent recovery, which
never seemed more flattering than at present, the assurance
of Papacy's final destruction is positive, and its death-struggle
will be violent. First, however, she must attain
more of her old-time prestige, which will be shared with a
confederated association of her daughters. Together they
will be lifted up, that together they may be violently thrown
down.
That the punishment of Babylon will be great is assured.
It is written prophetically that, "Great Babylon came in remembrance
before God, to give unto her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of his wrath." "And he hath avenged
the blood of his servants at her hand." "Her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

*Vol. 1ll, p. 40.
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Reward her, even as she rewarded you, and double

unto her double according to her works. In the cup which

she hath filled, fill to her double. How much she hath glorified
herself and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow
give her; for she saith in her heart, 'l sit a queen, and

am no widow, and shall see no sorrowRkey. 16:19; 19:2; 18:5-)7
While the broadest application of this language is,

of course, to Papacy, it also involves all who are in any degree
in confederation or sympathy with her. All such will be
sharers in her plaguefdv. 18:4 Although the kings of

the earth have hated the harlot and cast heRef#.(17:16,

still she says, "l sit a queen, and am no widow,"

loudly boasts of her right to rule the nations, and claims

that her former power will soon be regained.

Of her boastings and threats the following from a Catholic
journal of recent date is a fair sample:

"The Papacy will regain its temporal sovereignty, because
it is useful and convenient to the Church. It gives the
head executive of the church a fuller liberty and a fuller
sway. The Pope can be no king's subject long. It is notin
keeping with the divine office to be so. It cramps him and
narrows his influence for good. Europe has acknowledged
this influence, and will be forced to bow to it in greater
times of need than this. Social upheavals, and the red hand
of anarchy, will yet crown Leo or his successor with the reality
of power which the third circle symbolizes, and which
was once recognized universally.”

Yes, as the day of trouble draws on, ecclesiasticism will
endeavor to use its power and influence more and more to
secure its own political welfare, by its control of the turbulent
elements of society; but in the crisis of the near future
the lawless element will spurn all conservative influence
and break over all restraints, the red hand of Anarchy will
do its dreadful work, and Babylon, Christendom, social,
political and ecclesiastical, shall fall.
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"Therefore," says the inspired writer--i.e., because she
will violently struggle for life and power--"shall her plagues
comein one daysuddenly], death and mourning and famine,
and she shall be utterly burned with fire [symbolic
fire--destructive calamities], for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her.'Rev. 18:8

"Thus saith the Lord, Behold | will raise up against Babylon,
and against them that dwell in the midst of them



that rise up against me [all in sympathy with Babylon], a
destroying wind; and | will send into Babylon, fanners that
shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of
trouble they shall be against her round about...Destroy
ye utterly all her host.Jer. 51:1-3

"And | will render unto Babylon [to the Papacy specially],
and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea [or Babylonia
--Christendom--to all the nations of the so-called
Christian world] all their evil that they have done in Zion
in your sight, saith the Lord.Jér. 51:29 As we call to
mind the long train of evils by which Babylon has oppressed
and worn out the saints of the most High (the true
Zion), and how it is written that God will avenge his own
elect, and that speedily; that, according to their deeds, he
will repay recompense to his enemies; that he will render
unto Babylon a recompendeuke 18:7,8 Isa. 59:18 Jer. 51:6),
we begin to realize that some fearful calamity awaits
her. The horrible decrees of Papacy--the reproach and reward
of which Protestantism also is incurring by her present
compromising association with her--for the burning,
butchering, banishing, imprisoning and torturing of the
saints in every conceivable way, executed with such fiendish
cruelty in the days of her power by the arm of the State,
whose power she demanded and received, await the full
measure of just retribution; for she is to receive "double for
all her sins.” And the nations (of Christendom) which have
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participated in her crimes and guilt must drink with her to
the dregs that bitter cup.

"And | will punish Bel in Babylon [the god of Babylon--
the Pope]; and I will bring forth out of his mouth that
which he hath swallowed up [He shall repudiate in his extremity
the "great swelling words" and blasphemous titles
which he has long appropriated to himself--that he is the
infallible vicar, "vice-gerent of Christ," "another God on
earth,” etc.], and the nations shall not flow together any
more unto him. Yea, the wall of Babylon [the civil power
that once defended it, and that in a measure does so still]
shall fall...Thus saith the Lord of hosts: the broad walls
of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall
be burned with fire [shall be destroyed]; and the people
shall labor in vain, and the folk in the fire [to prop and save
the walls of Babylon], and they shall be wearyér( 51:44,58
This shows the blindness of the people, and the hold



Babylon has on them, that they will labor to uphold her
against her own best interests; but notwithstanding her
desperate struggle for life and to conserve her prestige and
influence, like a great millstone cast into the sea, Babylon
shall go down, never again to rise; "for strong is the Lord
God that judgeth her." Only then will the people realize
their wonderful deliverance, and that her overthrow was
by the hand of GoRev. 19:1,2

Such is the doom of Babylon, Christendom, which Isaiah
and other prophets foresaw and foretold. And it is in view
of the fact that within her borders are many of his own dear
people that the Lord, through his prophea( 13:1,3,
commands his sanctified ones, saying, "Lift ye up a standard
[the standard of the blessed gospel of truth, divested of
the traditional errors that have long beclouded it] upon the
high mountain [among those who constitute the true embryo
Kingdom of Godl]; raise high your voice unto them
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[earnestly and widely proclaim this truth unto the bewildered
sheep of the Lord's flock who are still in Babylon];
motion with the hand [let them see the power of the
truth exemplified, as well as hear its proclamation], that
they [the willing and obedient, the true sheep] may go
into the gates of the nobles [that they may realize the
blessings of the truly consecrated and heirs of the heavenly
Kingdom]."

So the warning voice goes forth to "him that hath an ear
to hear." We are in the time of the last or Laodicean stage of
the great nominal gospel church of wheat and talRes..(3:14-22
She is upbraided for her lukewarmness, pride,
spiritual poverty, blindness and nakedness, and counseled
to forsake quickly her evil ways before it is too late. But the
Lord knew that only a few would hearken to the warning
and call; and so the promise of reward is given, not to the
whole mass of those addressed, but to the few who still have
an ear for the truth, and who overcome the general disposition
and spirit of Babylon--To him that overcomethill |
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame,
and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that
hath an ear [a disposition to hearken to and heed the word
of the Lord], let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” But upon those who have no ear, no disposition
to hear, the Lord will pour his indignation.

That, with few individual exceptions, the attitude of all
Christendom is that of pride, self-righteousness and self-complacency



is manifest to the most casual observer. She

still saith in her heart, "I sit a queen, and am no widow, and

shall see no sorrow."” She still glorifies herself and lives deliciously.
She says, "l am rich and increased in goods, and

have need of nothing," and does not realize that she is

"wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and

naked.” Nor does she heed the counsel of the Lord to buy of
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him (at cost of self-sacrifice) gold tried in the fire (the true
riches, the heavenly riches, "the divine nature"), and white
raiment (the robe of Christ's imputed righteousness, which
so many are now discarding, to appear before God in their
own unrighteousness), and to anoint her eyes with eyesalve
(complete consecration and submission to the divine will as
expressed in the Scriptures), that she might see and be
healedRev. 3:18

The spirit of the world has so fully taken possession of the
ecclesiastical powers of Christendom, that reformation of
the systems is impossible; and individuals can escape their
fate only by a prompt and timely withdrawal from them.

The hour of judgment is come, and even now upon her
walls the warning hand of divine providence is tracing the
mysterious words, "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin"--GOD
HATH NUMBERED THY KINGDOM AND FINISHED

IT! THOU ART WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES

AND FOUND WANTING! And the Prophet

(Isaiah 47) now speaks, saying--

"Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of
Babylon [said in derision of her claim to purity]; sit on the
ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans;
for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate...

Thy nakedness shall be uncovered; yea, thy shame shall be
seen: | will take vengeance, and | will not meet thee as a
man...Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O
daughter of the Chaldeans; for thou shalt no more be
called, The lady of kingdoms...Thou saidst, | shall be a

lady forever, so that thou didst not lay these things to thy
heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it.

"Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures;
that dwellest carelessly; that sayest in thine heart, |
am, and none else beside me; | shall not sit as a widow, neither
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shall I know the loss of children. But these two things
shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children
and widowhood [compareev. 18:§: in their full
measure shall they come upon thee despite of the multitude
of thy sorceries, despite of the very great abundance of thy
enchantments; for thou hast trusted in thy wickedness:
thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy [worldly] wisdom and
thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee: and thou has said in
thy heart, | am, and none else beside me. Therefore shall
evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it
riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be
able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly,
which thou shalt not [previously] know." Compare
Verse 9 andRev. 18:7

Such being the solemn declarations against Babylon,
well will it be for all who heed the warning voice and the
instruction of the Lord to his people yet within her borders;
for "Thus saith the Lord":...Flee out of the midst of Babylon,
and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her
iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; he will
render unto her a recompense...Babylon is suddenly
fallen and destroyed...We would have healed Babylon,
but she is not healed. Forsake her;...for her judgment
reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies...
My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye
every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Laddr’ 51:1,6,8,9,45
CompareRev. 17:3-6; 18:1-5

For those who would obey this command to come out of
Babylon, there is but one place of refuge; and that is, not in
a new sect and bondage, but in "The secret place of the
Most High"--the place or condition of entire consecration,
typified by the Most Holy of the Tabernacle and Temple.
(Psa. 9) "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most

D44

High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." And
such may truly say in the midst of all the calamities of this
evil day, "The Lord is my refuge and my fortress; God:
in him will | trust.”

To come out of Babylon cannot mean a physical emigration
from the midst of the nations of Christendom; for not
only Christendom, but all the earth, is to be devoured with
the fire [the fiery trouble] of the Lord's anger, though the



fiercest of his wrath will be against the enlightened nations
of Christendom, who knew, or at least had abundant opportunity
to know, the Lord's will. The idea of the command
is a separation from all the binding yokes of
Christendom--to have no part nor lot in her civil, social or
religious organizations; and this, both from principle and
from a wise and divinely directed policy.

On principle, as soon as the increased light of harvest truth
illuminates our minds and makes manifest the deformities
of error, we must be loyal to the former and discard the
latter by withdrawing all our influence and support from it.
This implies the withdrawal from the various religious organizations,
whose doctrines misrepresent and make void
the Word of God; and it places us in the attitude of aliens
toward all existing civil powers; not opposing aliens, however,
but peaceable and law-abiding aliens, who render
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the
things that are God's; aliens whose citizenship is in heaven,
and not upon earth; and whose influence is always favorable
to righteousness, justice, mercy and peace.

Principle in some cases, and policy in others, would separate
us from the various social arrangements among men.
On principle, it would set free any who are entangled with
the oaths and obligations of the various secret societies; for
ye who were in darkness are now light in the Lord, and
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should walk as children of light, having no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproving
them.Eph. 5:6-17

But as we come closer and closer to the great crisis of this
"evil day" it will doubtless be manifest to those who view the
situation from the standpoint of "the sure word of prophecy,"
that, even if there be cases where principle is not involved,