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PREFACE

Ludlow Loomis was a very careful student of the Bible. Other brethren
encouraged him to write down his thoughts on the book of Revelation. He
had written two sets of notes over the years, the first about 1956 and the
second about 1973. The editors have not attempted to rewrite his notes. The
two sets of notes have been combined. As a result there is some repetition
because the thoughts were included in both sets of notes. Bro. Loomis refers
extensively to the writings of Charles Russell. He also gave extensive cross
references to other scriptures. He did not quote most of them. Therefore the
editors have included most of the scriptural references and have double
indented them. Also short quotes are double indented. A few more extensive
references have been included in an Appendix. Only reference has been
given to longer articles and the student can look these reprint articles or
volume chapters up in his own personal studies. Many brethren were
involved in the original writing of the notes, some with typing, others with
studies with Bro. Loomis. We have merely tried to combine his notes into one
study.

Bro. Loomis did not use a verse-by-verse approach. Instead he used a
manuscript format with subjects taking precedence. To find the scriptures to
which he is referring more easily, we have given the scriptures in Revelation
in a margin format. In this way, the student can quickly determine what
scriptures in the book of Revelation are being discussed. We hope this will, in
some small way, assist the student of God’s word.

The Publishers
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REVELATION

PART 1
INTRODUCTION

Revelation is given, not just to satisfy curiosity respecting the future, but to guide the Lord's
faithful. One cannot pick out a passage at random and expect to interpret it correctly by
guessing the meaning of some detail and trying to adjust the context or all other passages
in which the same figure appears, to make them fit our guess.

A brother may be gifted with ability as a speaker or writer and be assigned to discuss a
chapter or a type, with the thought that somehow he will be inspired with the correct
interpretation for the occasion, but we have no promise to that effect. The poems beginning
on page 5 and page 8 of “Poems of Dawn” contain valuable lessons.

GREAT TRUTHS
GREAT truths are dearly bought. The common truth, Not in the general mart, ‘mid corn and wine;
Such as men give and take from day to day, Not in the merchandise of gold and gems;
Comes in the common walk of easy life, Not in the world’s gay hall of midnight mirth,
Blown by the careless wind across our way. Nor ‘mid the blaze of regal diadems;
Great truths are dearly won; not found by chance, Not in the general clash of human creeds,
Nor wafted on the breath of summer dream; Nor in the merchandise ‘twixt church and world,
But grasped in the great struggle of the soul, Is truth’s fair treasure found, ‘mongst tares and
Hard buffeting with adverse wind and stream. weeds;

Nor her fair banner in their midst unfurled.
Sometimes, ‘mid conflict, turmoil, fear and grief,

When the strong hand of God, put forth in might, Truth springs like harvest from the well-ploughed
Ploughs up the subsoil of the stagnant heart, fields
It brings some buried truth-seeds to the light. Rewarding patient toil, and faith, and zeal.

To those thus seeking her, she ever yields
Her richest treasures for their lasting weal.
Poems of Dawn, pg. 5

HOW READEST THOU?
LUKE 10:16: “He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and
he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.”

TIS one thing now to read the Bible through, Some read it for the wonders that are there,
Another thing to read, to learn to do; How David killed a lion and a beatr;

‘Tis one thing now to read it with delight, Whilst others read — or rather in it look —

And quite another thing to read it right. Because, perhaps, they have no other book.
Some read it with design to learn to read, Some read the Blessed Book — they don't know why,
But to the subject pay but little heed; It somehow happens in the way to lie;

Some read it as their duty once a week, Whilst others read it with uncommon care,

But no instruction from the Bible seek; But all to find some contradictions there.

Whilst others read it without common care, One reads with father’s specs upon his head,
With no regard to how they read or where. And sees the thing just as his father did;

Some read it as a history, to know Another reads through Campbell or through Scott,
How the people lived three thousand years ago. And thinks it means exactly what they thought.
Some read to bring themselves into repute, Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed,

By showing others how they can dispute; Thus understand but little what they read;

Whilst others read because their neighbors do, And every passage in the Book they bend

To see how long ‘twill take to read it through. To make it suit that all-important end.

Some people read, as | have often thought,
To teach the Book, instead of to be taught.
Poems of Dawn, pg. 8

Another method is to search through early discarded. See the Question Book, “ What
reprint articles to find an explanation which  Pastor Russell Said,” answer to question 3,
Brother Russell may later have corrected or  page 646, and the last sentence on page 627.



Revelation Notes by Ludlow Loomis

On page 386, question 1, answered on the
next page, and page 626, in reply to question
2 on preceding page, are answers which
contain valuable information on subjects
which one might not look for under the main
work of their titles (answers to which
reference will be made later). See also
Reprints—pages  3820-3826, especially
pages 3821-3825, an article which may be
cited later.

Since Brother Russell's death, those who
have not learned to “prove all things” (1 Thes.
5:21) sometimes ask someone in whom they
have confidence, who is willing to guess, and
take his answer as almost inspired, without
adequate proof. See also 2 Pet. 1:20, 21 —
Diag.

1 THES. 5:21: “Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good.”

2 PET. 1:20, 21: Diag. “ foreknown,
indeed, before the Foundation of the
World, but manifested in these LAST
TIMES on YOUR account, who through
Him are FAITHFUL to THAT God who
RAISED him from the Dead, and gave Him
Glory: so that your FAITH and Hope are
towards God.”

Character development is of paramount
importance; and our Lord devoted
considerable time in His ministry to that.
However, then as now, there were
dispensational changes which He also
realized needed to be made known, and the
leaders of religious thought in His day were
usually too ignorant or too fearful to make
them known — John 9:39-41; 7:12, 13, 31,
32, 45-52; 12:37, 42, 43.

JOHN 9:39-41; 7:12, 13, 31, 32, 45-52;
12:37, 42, 43: “[39] And Jesus said, For
judgment | am come into this world, that
they which see not might see; and that
they which see might be made blind. [40]
And some of the Pharisees which were
with him heard these words, and said unto
him, [41] Are we blind also? Jesus said
unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have
no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore
your sin remaineth. . . . [7:12] And there
was much murmuring among the people
concerning him: for some said, He is a

good man: others said, Nay; but he
deceiveth the people. [13] Howbeit no man
spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. .
.. [31] And many of the people believed on
him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he
do more miracles than these which this
man hath done? [32] The Pharisees
heard that the people murmured such
things concerning him: and the Pharisees
and the chief priests sent officers to take
him. . . . [45] Then came the officers to the
chief priests and Pharisees; and they said
unto them, Why have ye not brought him?
[46] The officers answered, Never man
spake like this man. [47] Then answered
them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?
[48] Have any of the rulers or of the
Pharisees believed on him? [49] But this
people who knoweth not the law are
cursed. [50] Nicodemus saith unto them,
(he that came to Jesus by night, being one
of them,) [51] Doth our law judge any man,
before it hear him, and know what he
doeth? [52] They answered and said unto
him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and
look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. .
. . [12:37] But though he had done so
many miracles before them, yet they
believed not on him: . . . [42] Nevertheless
among the chief rulers also many believed
on him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue: [43] For they
loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God.”

“We all know that the book of Revelation is
full of symbols. God seems to have placed
this book last in the Bible with the intent of
covering up great and important truths. That it
contains valuable truths is the opinion of all
Bible students. Yet so skillfully has God
covered these truths that His people in times
past have not been able fully and clearly to
discern them. Bible students believe that this
has been the Divine intention, not only
because these truths were not due to be
understood, but because God intends to keep
certain features of His Truth from the world.
Mankind has always misunderstood the
Divine Plan; for God in his wisdom wishes to
have them misunderstand. The truths
recorded in the Revelation are not for the
world, not for nominal Christians, but for the
Church — the Body of Christ, the saintly ones
— *the Church of the First-borns which are
written in Heaven.” To these, the knowledge
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will become ‘meat in due season.’ ‘The wise
shall understand.” D4 (1912 foreword, pgs.ii,

ii)

See also Vol. 1, page 20, par. 1 to end of
chapter.

THE BOOK

“ A Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave to him, to point out to his SERVANTS
the things it is necessary to have done
speedily; and which he signified, having sent
by his ANGEL, to his SERVANT John,” Rev.
1:1, Diag.

REV. 1:3, Diag.: “Blessed is HE who READS,
and THOSE who HEAR the WORDS of the
PROPHECY, and observe the THINGS which
have been WRITTEN in it, for the TIME is
near,”— and verse 10 of the last chapter —
REV. 22:10: Diag.: “And he says to me, Seal
not the WORDS of the PROPHECY of this
BOOK; for the TIME is near,” indicate the
urgency of making known its teachings
because of the approach of fulfilment.

It is not a book written for speculation but for
the guidance and no doubt also the
encouragement of the faithful, showing them

what to do and say and giving them strength
for accomplishing His will.

There are three schools of interpretation: [1]
the Preterite — teaching its fulfilments were
completed, in great part at least, early in the
age; [2] the Futurist — placing much of it in
the times to come; and [3] the Historical,
which recognizes its gradual or progressive
fulfilment.

One source of confusion results from taking
its symbols literally; another comes from
ignoring context — specifically time-setting of
its visions — trying to make a vision fit a
pre-conceived idea, without noticing that an
interpretation does violence to something
recorded a few chapters beyond concerning
the same character, and then straining to
make its fulfilment fit, though out of time
sequence.

A FEW WORDS OF EXPLANATION

This little synopsis does not pretend to
examine every passage in the book, nor does
it attempt to cover those parts already
explained in Brother Russell’'s later writings,
which are readily accessible. It is not the
result of any startling discoveries of new light,
but the result of

more than twenty-five years’ study — though,
except for a few clarifying details, which
always appear even after we have searched
for many years, these views have, in greater
part, been held for the above period.

Enough scriptural evidence is set forth to
substantiate some of the interpretations long
taken for granted by Bible Students, and
parallel passages from other prophecies are
brought in to throw more light on the subject
matter. Special attention is given to the
sequence of time and the correlation of the
various series of visions one to another.

It will be found interesting to work out the
details of the various features of which merely
an outline is given, such as the breastplates,
representing justification, in the armies of the
ninth chapter; the differentiation between the
twelve tribes in the seventh chapter, on the
basis of Jacob’s and Moses’ prophecies in
Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33. Enough
detail has been taken into consideration to
avoid, if possible, the frequent result of
adopting a given interpretation of one
passage which will not harmonize with the
use of the same symbol in another.

We offer no apology for following Brother
Russell's suggestions respecting some items
still future which present developments show
no great likelihood of fulfillment. Our object is
not to speculate on the basis of present
developments, which frequently change
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unexpectedly, nor to try to prove a
pre-adopted proposition, but to allow the
prophetic outline to interpret itself, reasoning
on the basis of parallel passages and evident
analogies.

No attempt is made to harmonize what may
have been premature conclusions, such as
the application of the twenty-four elders by
Brother W. J. Mann, which would exalt the
Old Testament prophecies as an authority,
leaving out the New, or the interpretation of
the temple from which issue the angels with
the plagues as the nominal church. The cloud
in Revelation 15:8 is too obviously, from
parallel scriptures cited, one of glory rather
than of confusion.

Nor is any attempt made to follow the
suggestion that the sixth head of the scarlet
beast is the Italian kingdom. It will be seen,
however, that an overwhelming amount of
explanation has been brought from the
storehouse (the Bible) by the steward to
whom our Lord opened all his goods. This
cannot lightly be rejected without rejecting the
teaching of the inspired Word. We trust,
however, that a distinction will be noted
between the practice of quoting that wise and
faithful servant as one would do the
Scriptures and the adoption both of his
obviously supported conclusions and his
method, in interpreting passages about which
he was silent. On matters still future, we too
must await developments and can only
perceive the general outlines, as herein set
forth.

The scarlet beast is distinguished from the
dragon by having no crowns and represents
more those who were the governed (its body)
though the heads are doubtless the same and
represent the ruling class.

GENERAL OUTLINE
There are 2 general sections to the book.

Section | Chapters 1 - 11
Section Il Chapters 12 - 22



OUTLINE

In the study of this book, the time sequences are of utmost importance. It is really a series
of visions covering approximately the same periods of time in many instances. It is well also
to have in mind the narrative as a whole, in order to be sure that the interpretation of a given
symbol in one part will not conflict with the use of the same figure in another place. The
symbology of the Bible as a whole will be found uniform. Old Testament prophecies, as well
as others in the New, will be found, frequently, parallel, and this will be a great help in
interpreting the symbols of the Apocalypse.

We may divide the book as follows:

Revelation
I Title, Apostolic Greeting and Introduction 1:1-8
Il The Seven Churches (A) Introduction 1:9-20
(B) Messages 2-3
Il The Throne Scene (A) Introduction 4
(B) The Worthy Lamb 5
v The Seven Seals 6:1-8:1
V The Seven Trumpets (A) Introduction 8:2-6
(B) Sounding of Trumpets 8:7-11:19
(C) The Two Witnesses 11:3-13
VI The Woman and the Beasts (A) Woman, Dragon and Man Child 12
(B) Beast, Two Horned Beast, and 13
Image
(C) The Conquerors 14:1-5
VI The Harvest (A) Harvest Messages 14:6-13
(B) Harvest of the Earth 14:14-16
(C) Of the Vine of the Earth 14:17-20
VIl The Seven Last Plagues (A) Introduction 15
(B) Outpouring 16
IX The Fall of Babylon (A) Introduction 17
(B) Fall 18:1 -
19:10
X The Final Conflict 19:11-21
XI Millennial Reign and Glory to (A) Thousand Years, Little Season 20:1-10
Follow
(B) Great White Throne Judgment 20:11-15
(C) New Heaven and New Earth 21:1 -
22:17

Xl Conclusion 22:18-21



Revelation

1:10-20
1:9-20
1:1-8
1:17-20

2,3

2:21

6:9-11
34,5
19:8

2:21

6:9-11

(Section I: Revelation 1~ 11)
PART 2: Revelation1 5

REVELATION 1

The first chapter includes an introduction as well as the Apostle s greeting and the vision of
Christ, the seven stars and the seven lampstands ~ the seven messengers ( stars ) and
seven successive stages in the church s history. See Reprints 3568-3570 for interpretation of
Rev. 1:10-20. Also Reprints 2826-2827 for verses 9-20, also See R5997 for verses 1-8, 17-20.

See Reprints 3568-3570 and R2826-2827. R5991 See Appendix A.

REVELATION 2 AND 3

The seven seals, seven churches, and seven trumpets evidently synchronize and cover the
following seven periods of the church throughout the age:

1 Ephesus Apostolic Times

11 Smyrna Pagan Roman Persecution

111 Pergamos Exaltation of the Church
v Thyatira Eatlier Papal Period

\Y Sardis Pre-Reformation Period
VI Philadelphia Reformation

VII Laodicea Harvest Period

While it is true that in ordinary usage Aairos represents a set time and chronos an
indefinite time, nevertheless, in scriptural usage, ¢hronos is used to describe the fixed times
of restitution in Acts 3:21. The chronos, translated space in Rev. 2:21, was the 360 years
of the Reformation period, to be given papacy to repent. Its beginning follows the fifth, or
Sardis petiod, as indicated by the statement or dectee that the souls under the altar should

rest yet for a little season ( chronon ) before being avenged. Then, in the first resurrection,
they should walk with the Lord in white. Compare Rev. 6:9-11 with 3:4, 5. In Rev. 19:8
they are given the authority to be clothed in these linen garments.

ACTS 3:21: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

REV. 2:21: And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

REV. 6:9-11: [9] And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls
of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: [10]
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? [11] And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little

season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were,
should be fulfilled.

REV. 3:4, 5: [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. [5] He that

7
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Revelation

overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his

3:4,5 angels.

REV. 19:8: And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

The end of the ¢hronos ( time ) is associated with the beginning of the sounding of the
seventh trumpet. (Rev. 10:5-7) Thus the chronos, space, little season and time is
associated with the sixth period of the church.

19:8

REV. 10:5-7: [5] And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted
10:5-7 up his hand to heaven, [6] And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and
the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: [7] But in the
10:5-7 days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

The Introduction and Messages to the Seven Churches are treated in the Reprints. See Nov.
1 and 15, 1916, pages 5991-5993. [See APPENDIX A and B.]

Chapters 2 and 3 give messages to be sent to the latter. Articles beginning on Reprint pages
5991 bottom and 5992 with these seven periods of the church s history. [See APPENDIX A

Revelation 3:5: R5377, first Article. [See APPENDIX C.]

2,3
’ REV. 3:5: He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not
blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels.
3:5
3:5
4:3
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Revelation

4:3

4,5

4:6
4:7, 8

4:6

4:10

5:8

5:8

REVELATION 4 AND 5

In the Throne Scene (Rev. 4:3) the rainbow like an emerald would represent the everlasting
covenant, which offers eternal life. The sea of glass would picture a cleansing agency
stabilized therefore a permanent cleansing. It corresponds to the molten sea of
Solomon s Temple (1 Kings 7:23).

REV. 4:3: And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and #here was
a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

1 KINGS 7:23: And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: 7#
was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass
it round about.

Chapters 4 and 5 give a highly symbolic picture of the Almighty, seated upon a throne
apparently supported upon the backs of four beasts [Rev. 4:6] or Living beings whose
heads protruded round about the throne [Rev. 4:6], as we have interpreted the description,
representing the divine attributes [Rev. 4:7, 8]:

Justice Lion

Power Calf

Love Man (cf. Gen: 1:26; 1 John 4:8)
Wisdom Eagle (keen sighted)

as the foundation of His government. (While the lion is stronger than the ox and the
bullocks were used in sacrificing in typical satisfaction of justice, the lion is looked upon as
king of beasts and the strength of the ox was used in plowing.

GEN. 1:26: And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

1JOHN 4:8: He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

These four beasts [Rev. 4:6] have been associated in the minds of some (mis)-interpreters
with the four gospels (but these had not been written when Christ appeared in heaven at his
ascension); and the twenty-four elders [Rev. 4:10] have been taken to be the books of the
Hebrew Bible (or as Old Testament prophets or prophecies) as in an article by a Brother
Mann, but there were more than 24 Prophets. Books of the Bible do not have crowns,
neither were all prophets crowned, nor sitting upon thrones, nor were they raised, nor in
heaven when the Lamb appeared.

Like the four beasts (called living ones in the Digglotd), these elders are evidently not

anything added consecutively, but are a permanent feature of God s arrangement. Neither

prophecies, books of the Old Testament, nor ancient prophets would be offering or having
prayers of the saints after Jesus ascended. (Heb. 9:24; cf. Acts 10:31; Rev. 5:8)

HEB. 9:24: For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

ACTS: 10:31: "And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in
remembrance in the sight of God."
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Revelation

4:10

14:3

4:10

14:3

REV. 5:8: And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders
fell down before the LLamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours,
which are the prayers of saints.

The title elder [Rev. 4:10] was used to designate the officers over Israel (Num. 11:24). The
priests were divided into 24 courses (1 Chron. 24:4; Luke 1:5). The title elder and the
number 24 may therefore fit the office of the royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9)  foreseen and
planned before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). The song of the 144,000 in their
presence (Rev. 14:3) distinguishes them from the elders but may indicate that it is in
harmony with the office they were called to receive as it is in harmony with or approved by
God and his attributes. The mention of the four living ones separately from the throne
does not prevent their representing the character of Him who rules, either.

REV. 4:10: The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and
worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

NUM. 11:24:  And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the LORD, and
gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the
tabernacle.

1 CHRON. 24:4: And there were more chief men found of the sons of Eleazar than of
the sons of Ithamar; and #us were they divided. Among the sons of Eleazar there were
sixteen chief men of the house of #heir fathers, and eight among the sons of Ithamar
according to the house of their fathers.

LUKE 1:5: There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name
was Elisabeth.

1PET. 2:9: But ye area chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light:

EPH. 1:4: According as he has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

REV. 14:3: And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four
thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

The four living beings represent God s attributes: justice, power, love and wisdom. They
correspond to the cherubim in Ezek. 1:10; 10:14.
EZEK. 1:10: As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the
face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they
four also had the face of an eagle.

EZEK. 10:14: And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and
the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the
face of an eagle.

There were twenty-four courses in the Aaronic priesthood. (1 Chron. 24:1-4) The
Melchisedec priesthood, combining the office of king and priest, is probably represented
here. The title elder was applied to the civil rulers of Israel. (Exod. 3:16) These elders,
being an original part of this scene, evidently represent a permanent feature of the divine

10
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Revelation

7:13-17

7:13-17

4:5
1:20
5:6

4:5

1:20

government without beginning of days or end of life. They would therefore represent
the office rather than its occupants. See Heb. 7:3, 16.

1 CHRON. 24:1-4: [1] Now #hese are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of
Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. [2] But Nadab and Abihu died before
their father, and had no children: therefore Eleazar and Ithamar executed the priest s office.
[3] And David distributed them, both Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the
sons of Ithamar, according to their offices in their service. [4] And there were more chief
men found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar; and #hus were they divided.
Among the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief men of the house of #heir fathers, and
eight among the sons of Ithamar according to the house of their fathers.

EXOD. 3:16: Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me,
saying, I have surely visited you, and seez that which is done to you in Egypt:

HEB. 7:3, 16: [3] Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually. . . . [16] Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the
power of an endless life.

If the fleshly as well as the spiritual twelve tribes are taken as representing the elders
(making them represent the offices of the princes too), (Psa. 45:16  compare Exod. 19:6

as well as the royal priesthood 1 Pet. 2:9), we can see how the tribe of Levi, as a
type, helps us to identify the great multitude of Rev. 7:13-17. This demonstrates how
necessary it is for an interpretation to fit all texts in which a symbol appears.

PSA. 45:16: Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes
in all the earth.

EXOD. 19:6: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These
are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

1 PET. 2:9: quoted previously.

REV. 7:13-17: [13] And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? [14] And I said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. [15] Therefore are they
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them. [16] They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. [17] For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

The seven lamps of fire were evidently the light of the seven churches. Compare
Rev. 4:5; 1:20; 5:6; Zech. 4:2, 7; 3:9; 4:10.

REV. 4:5: And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and
there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God.
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REV. 1:20: The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

5:6

REV. 5:6: "And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth."

ZECH. 4:2,7: [2] And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and
behold a candlestick all gf gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon,
and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: . . . [7] Who a## thou,
O great mountain? before Zerubbabel #hou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.

ZECH. 3:9: For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shal/ be
seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

ZECH. 4:10: TFor who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and
shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel wizh those seven; they are the eyes of the
LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.

The sealed scroll evidently pictured the divine plan, the writing on the outside representing
the plain doctrines and that on the inside, the hidden, prophetic features. Compare 1 Cor.
2:7, 8.

1COR. 2:7,8: [7] But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, ever the hidden wisdom,
which God ordained before the world unto our glory: [8] Which none of the princes of this
world knew: for had they known 7, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
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Revelation

6:2,4,5,8

6:2

19:15, 21

2:6

6:2,4,5,8

PART 3
REVELATION 6 AND 7

THE FIRST THROUGH FIFTH SEALS

The four horses (Rev. 6:2, 4, 5, 8), successively revealed as the Lamb looses the seals of the
scroll, show the deterioration of the doctrine (which carries forward and supports its rider)
from the white of the first (Rev. 6:2) to the pale (Greek, dbloros green, pale, sallow )
of the fourth. Jesus and the true church receive the crown after conquering (1 Pet. 5:4; 2
Tim. 4:8; Luke 19:12). This rider receives it beforehand (compare 1 Cor. 4:8). While our
Lord is pictured in Psa. 45:5 as using arrows, this refers to the end of this age and beginning
of the Millennial age. He did not set out to conquer the world at the start of the Gospel age.
(Matt. 4:8-10; John 18:36) Rev. 19:15, 21 shows him using a sword after his return as King.
The wicked also use arrows. (Psa. 64:3) The Nicolaitans (from Nikolaos — Greek,

conqueror of the people ) are mentioned in the message to the first (Ephesus) period of
the church. (Rev. 2:6) Compare 2 Thes. 2:7.

REV. 6:2, 4, 5, 8: [2] And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had
a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. .
.. [4] And there went out another horse #hat was red: and power was given to him that sat
thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was
given unto him a great sword. [5] And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third
beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a
pair of balances in his hand. . . . [8] And Ilooked, and behold a pale horse: and his name
that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them
over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and
with the beasts of the earth.

1PET. 5:4: And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory
that fadeth not away.

2 TIM. 4:8: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.

LUKE 19:12: He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return.

1 COR. 4:8: Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I
would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.

PSA. 45:5: Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king s enemies; whereby the people
fall under thee.

MATT. 4:8-10: [8] Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and
showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; [9] And saith unto him,
All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus
unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve.

JOHN 18:36: Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of
this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now is my kingdom not from hence.

REV. 19:15, 21: [15] And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress
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2:6

6:2
6:4
16:6

16:6

16:6

6:1, 2
2:10

19:11
2:6

6:1, 2

2:10

of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. . .. [21] And the remnant were slain with the
sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the
fowls were filled with their flesh.

PSA. 64:3: Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows,
even bitter words:

REV. 2:6: But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also
hate.

2 THES. 2:7: For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth wi//
Jet, until he be taken out of the way.

[Therefore] The white horse (Rev. 6:2) would represent the pure doctrines of the early
church. The change in color would indicate the corruption of those doctrines in the days of
the succeeding horses. Red (Rev. 6:4), the color of shed blood, might illustrate the same
thing as described in Rev. 16:6. The truth which brings justification through the precious
blood (John 6:63, 68), which was taken from them, might thus be represented as being
poured out in Rev. 16:6.

REV. 6:2: quoted previously.
REV. 6:4: quoted previously.

REV. 16:6: For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given
them blood to drink; for they are worthy.

JOHN 6:63, 68: [63] It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words
that I speak unto you, #hey are spirit, and #hey are life. . . . [68] Then Simon Peter answered
him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.

REV. 6:5: quoted previously.

REV. 6:8: quoted previously.

The conqueror on the first horse (Rev. 6:1, 2), to whom a crown was given before he
conquered, could not represent the overcomers such as those in Rev. 2:10, nor their Lord,
whose kingdom was not of this world. (John 18:36) He seems rather to be a counterfeit of
the riders in Psalm 45:3-5, Rev. 19:11, who do represent our Lord. We have thus a picture
rather of the Nicolaitans  conquerors of the people. (Rev. 2:6, compare 1 Cor. 4:8; 1 Peter
5:3; Acts 20:29, 30)

REV. 6:1, 2: [1] And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. [2] And I saw, and
behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him:
and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

REV. 2:10: Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast

some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

JOHN 18:36: quoted previously.

PSA. 45:3-5: [3] Gird thy sword upon #hy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy
majesty. [4] And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and
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righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. [5] Thine arrows are sharp
in the heart of the king s enemies; whereby the people fall under thee.

REV. 19:11: And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

REV. 2:6: quoted previously.

19:11 1 COR. 4:8: quoted previously.

1 PETER 5:3: Neither as being lords over God 5 heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock.

ACTS 20:29, 30: [29] For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock. [30] Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

The red horse (Rev. 6:4) suggests a war-like or controversial condition, corruption of
doctrine; the sword may indicate the misuse of the Sword of the Spirit (cf. 2 Pet. 3:16),
resulting in killing (or excommunicating) one another. For a more detailed account of the

falling away, see B287-298 for account of falling away (2 Thes. 2:3) during several periods.

6:4 REV. 6:4: And there went out another horse #bat was red: and power was given to him that
sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there
was given unto him a great sword.

2PET. 3:16: As also in all /is epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as #hey do
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
6:4 2 THES. 2:3: Let no man deceive you by any means: for hat day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

In this second period the weapons of excommunication were forged. (B285) It may be
that this is pictured by killing one another, and the color of shed blood in the horse symbol.
The killing of one another in the second seal period would probably represent
excommunication, which began to be practiced to a considerable extent then. (Rev. 6:4)

B285: Organized for Power — In this century the polity of the Church was quietly
organized. There was an organized fellowship among the members; bishops had
becomeinfluential, not in society, but among the Christians; dioceses and parishes were
established; there was a distinction between city and rural bishops; delegates of churches
assembled to discuss points of faith or suppress nascent heresies; the diocesan system
was developed, and ecclesiastical centralization commenced; deacons began to be

6:4 reckoned among the higher clergy; the weapons of excommunication were forged;
missionary efforts were carried on; the festivals of the church were created; Gnosticism
was embraced by many leading minds; catechetical schools taught the faith
systematically; the formulas of baptism and the sacraments became of great importance;
and monachism became popular. The Church was thus laying the foundation of its
future polity and power.

The Third Century saw the Church more powerful as an institution. Regular synods
had assembled in the great cities of the empire; the metropolitan system was matured;
the canons of the Church were definitely enumerated; great schools of theology attracted
inquiring minds; the doctrines were systematized [i.e., defined, limited, and formul ated
into creeds and confessions of faith]. Christianity had spread so extensively that it must
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6:5

6:6

6:6

6:8

6:8

needs be either persecuted or legalized; great bishops ruled the growing church; great
doctors [of divinity] speculated on the questions [philosophy and science falsely so
called] which had agitated the Grecian schools; church edifices were enlarged, and
banquets instituted in honor of the martyrs. The Church was rapidly advancing to a
position which extorted the attention of mankind.

The black horse (Rev. 6:5) indicates the lack of light as the creeds of men supplanted the
pure doctrine of Apostolic times. This scarcity of truth is also indicated by the use of
balances as though rationing the food (verse 6), oil, the Spirit, and wine (cf. Psa.
104:15; Isa. 1:21, 22) being withdrawn or withheld.  cf. 1 Cor. 10:16.

Black would picture the darkness of the creeds (Rev. 6:5).

REV. 6:5: And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and
see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his
hand.

PSA. 104:15: And wine #hat maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make Jis face to shine,
and bread which strengtheneth man s heart.

ISA. 1:21, 22: [21] How is the faithful city become an hatlot! it was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. [22] Thy silver is become dross, thy wine
mixed with water:

1 COR. 10:16: The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood
of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

The rationing by weight would picture the scarcity of spiritual food when, in the third
period, creed-making began. (Rev. 6:6)

REV. 6:6: And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for
a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the
wine.

The sickly-looking color of the fourth horse, ridden by Death, followed by Hades, fittingly
pictures the emaciation of doctrine and destruction of spiritual life seen in the fourth
(Thyatira) period. The literal execution of protesting martyrs also occurred in great numbers.

The greenish-pale ( chloros ) color of the fourth horse (Rev. 6:8) would picture the vitiated
(anemic) character of the doctrines taught during the dark ages.

In the fourth period the wild beasts (governments of the earth) were added to the
destructive agencies, as Papacy attained power over the nations. (Rev. 6:8; B2§7)

REV. 6:8: And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the
earth.

B287: An Imposing Hierarchy Was Established, of Various Grades, which
Culminated in the Bishop of Rome.

The Emperor decided points of faith, and the clergy were exempted from the burdens
of the state. There was a great flocking to the priestly offices when the clergy wielded so
much power and became so rich; and men were elevated to great sees [bishoprics], not
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because of their piety or talents, but their influence with the great. The mission of the
Church was lost sight of in a degrading alliance with the State. Christianity was a
pageant, a ritualism, an arm of the State, a vain philosophy, a superstition, a formula.

Thus the great falling away from the faith, predicted by the Apostle Paul, is an established
fact of history. All historians bear witness to it, even those who approve the assumption of
power and eulogize the chief actors in the scheme. We regret that our space limits our
quotations to some of the most pointed expressions. The falling away, covering a period
of centuries, was so gradual as to be much less noticeable to those who then lived in its
midst than to us who see it as a whole; and the more deceiving was it because every step
of organization, and every advance toward influence and authority in the Church and over
the world, was taken in the name of Christ, and professedly to glorify him and fulfil his
plans recorded in Scripture. Thus was the great Antichrist developed the most
dangerous, most subtle and most persistent opponent of true Christianity, and the most
fiendish persecutor of the true saints.

Those cut off for their faithfulness to the truth, up to and including the fifth period, are
shown as souls under the altar, where the blood, representing sacrificed life, would be
poured out or where the ashes, the evidence or memorial of the sacrifices, would fall. (Rev.
6:9) To them were accorded white robes, representing the righteousness, righteous acts, or
rights of the saints (Rev. 19:8) which would be theirs when, in the first resurrection, after
the 360-year chronos ( little season ) of the sixth period, they would walk with their Lord
in white. Compare Rev. 3:4, 5; 6:11.

REV. 6:9: And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them
that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:

REV. 19:8: And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

REV. 3:4, 5: [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. [5] He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.

REV. 6:11: And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

As Abel s blood cried from the ground for vengeance (Gen. 4:10), so we find the dead (as
unconscious as Abel) souls slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they
held, under the altar, where the blood or ashes of the sacrifice might fall. A white robe
was given to each of them and they were told to rest fora season (Greek, chronon ), the
same word translated space in Rev. 2:21 and time in Rev. 10:6 ( Chronos ), and seems
to refer to the 360-year Reformation period to 1878 of the sixth of the seven churches
(the Philadelphian), the time given Jezebel (or Babylon) to repent, during the Reformation
period, before being cast off completely in 1878, that the blood of the dead souls under the
altar might begin to be avenged. (Rev. 2:21; 18:24)

GEN. 4:10: And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother s blood crieth
unto me from the ground.

REV. 2:21: And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.
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2:21 REV.10:6: And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the
10:6 things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the
things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:
2:21 Rev. 18:24: And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that
18:24 were slain upon the earth.
During the sixth seal period occurred the French Revolution represented in the earthquake
(Rev. 6:12; compare 11:13), though other revolutions may also be included in the figure in
the sixth chapter. For explanation of the signs in the sun, moon, and stars, see D590-596.
2:21 See also B739. The falling away outlined in the first four seals may be traced in B284-287.
10:6 REV. 6:12: And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood;
18:24 REV. 11:13:  And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the
city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were
affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
. D590-596: The Symbolic Fulfilments
%1123 While these literal signs served their designed purpose in drawing general attention to the
’ Time of the End, we believe that the symbolic fulfilments are no less striking and even
more interesting to those whose mental and spiritual perceptives are awakened so as to
enable them to appreciate them.
612 The sun as a symbol represents the Gospel light, the truth  and thus Christ Jesus. The
’ moon as a symbol represents the light of the Mosaic Law. As the moon is a reflection of
the light of the sun, so the Law was the shadow or reflection beforehand of the Gospel.
The stars as symbols represent the inspired teachers of the church  the apostles. The
11:13 heavens, as already shown, represent the ecclesiastical powers of Christendom. A

combination of these symbols is found in Revelation (12:1) where the woman
symbolizing the early Church is represented as clothed with the sun, that is, resplendent in
the full, clear light of the unclouded Gospel. The moon under her feet represents that the
Law which supports her is nevertheless not the source of her light. The twelve stars about
her head as a crown represent her divinely appointed and inspired teachers  the twelve
apostles.

(For remainder of the above citation, see D590-596.)

B139: As the trouble increases, men will seek, but in vain, for protection in the dens and
caves, the great rocks and fortresses of society (Free Masonty, Odd Fellowship, and Trades
Unions, Guilds, Trusts, and all societies secular and ecclesiastical), and in the mountains
(governments) of earth; saying, Fall over* [cover, protect] and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his
wrath is come. Rev. 6:15-17

12:1 [ *The Greek wotd epi, hete used, is generally translated on, but has also the significance
of over and about, and is so translated many times in the common version. The thought
is that of protection, not of destruction. The common view of this passage, that it teaches
that wicked men will get faith enough to pray for literal mountains to fall, is absurd. The
real fulfilment is already beginning: the great, the rich, and no less the poor, are seeking to
the mountains and rocks and caves for shelter from the darkening storm of trouble which
all see is gathering,|

The idolatry of money in which the whole wotld has gone mad, and which is to have so

prominent a place in the trouble, causing not only anxiety for its accumulation, but also for
its preservation, is to be completely overthrown, as shown in Isa. 2:8-21; Ezek. 7:17-19.
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The great day of trouble will be recognized, and from its storm all will seek protection,
though few will recognize the judgments of the Lord then abroad in the world as the result
of his presence, the setting up of his authority, and the enforcement of his laws. In the
end, however, all shall recognize | see | the King of glory; and all who then love
righteousness will rejoice to obey him and conform themselves fully to his just
requirements.

At the close of the sixth period, our Lord returns, as represented in his words, I come
quickly, in the message to the sixth church (Rev. 3:11), by the angel ascending from the east
(sun-rising Rev. 7:1) and by the angel coming down from heaven in Rev. 10:1.

REV. 3:11: Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown.

REV. 7:1: And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor
on the sea, nor on any tree.

REV. 10:1: And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a
cloud: and a rainbow as upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as
pillars of fire:

In that year also these dead souls (including those from the beginning of the true church)
along with those about to be killed (Greek, mellontee apokteinnesthai ), being raised from
the dead, would, not having defiled their garments (Rev. 3:4; Eph. 5:27; contrast Rev.
7:14), begin to walk with their Lord in white, as in the promise given at the end of the
message to their pre-reformation church in Sardis, not having to wait until those in the
final (Laodicean) period, who would be changed by resurrection to the divine nature
in the twinkling of an eye in which each dies (1 Cor. 15:51, 52; Rev. 14:13), should be
completed, as they had to wait for those in the preceding (Philadelphian) church, who were
about to be killed as they were. (Rev. 6:11; 20:4)

REV. 3:4: Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

EPH. 5:27: That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

REV. 7:14: And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.

1COR. 15:51, 52: [51] Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, [52] In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

REV 14:13: And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them.

REV. 6:11; 20:4: [6:11] And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was
said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also
and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. . . . [20:4] And I
saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
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3:1-6

9:5

8:13
9:12
11:14
6:8,4,6
7

8:1
9:12,13
11:14, 15
8:13

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received 4is mark upon
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Thus the fifth church (Rev. 3:1-6) and fifth seal connect; and this seems true of the others:
the seals thus numbered in the order of the corresponding churches in Rev. 2 and 3. The
150 years of this pre-reformation period of the church also ties in with the five months
of Rev. 9:5, when, the Reformation era not having come, they were not cut off from the
Romish church. Wycliffe, though he came to trial twice, was not excommunicated, though
he attacked the Mass. This indicates a tie-in of the trumpets with the seals and churches as
well.

REV. 3:1-6: [1] And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he
that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. [3]
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee. [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. [5] He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
[6] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

REV. 9:5: And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should
be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he
striketh a man.

You will note a difference, however, in the seals and trumpets: the last three of the latter are
distinctly separated. (Rev. 8:13; 9:12; 11:14) In the Seals vision, certain things carry over

compare Rev. 6:8 with verses 4 and 6; also note how work of Rev. 7 continued into the
next period (Rev. 8:1) and contrast with Rev. 9:12, 13; 11:14, 15, which show a break
between the fifth and sixth and between the sixth and seventh trumpets.

REV. 8:13; 9:12; 11:14: [8:13] And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst
of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason
of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! . . . [Rev. 9:12
and 11:14 are quoted below.]

REV. 6:8, 4, 6: [8] And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him
was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts
of the earth. . .. [4] And there went out another horse #hat was red: and power was given to
him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and
there was given unto him a great sword. . . . [6] And I heard a voice in the midst of the four
beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and
see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.

REV. 8:1: And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about
the space of half an hour.

REV. 9:12, 13; 11:14, 15: [12] One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more
hereafter. [13] And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, . . . [11:14] The second woe is past; and, behold, the third
woe cometh quickly. [15] And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
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6:8, 4, 6

8:1

9:12, 13

11:14, 15

6:12
11:19
16:18-21
6:12, 14
7:1, 2-4
11:13-18
7:2

6:14
16:20

6:12

11:19

16:18-21

heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become #be &ingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

THE SIXTH SEAL

The earthquake in Rev. 6:12 cannot be the final revolution of this Gospel Age described in
Rev. 11:19; 16:18-21; Ezekiel 38:17-23. Note the word after in Rev. 7:1 followed by verses
2-4; cf. Rev. 11:13-18. This earthquake in Rev. 6:12, 14 then evidentlyis  or includes

that in which the French tenth of the city fell (cf. Dan.7:7  ten horns )  also
Rev. 6:12 may include the American and some bloodless revolutions, preceding the return
of our Lord, the Angel ascending from the sun-rising. (Rev. 7:2, Diaglort) In Rev. 6:14
mountains and islands are moved out of their places. In Rev. 16:20 islands fled and
mountains are not found.

REV. 6:12: And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood;

REV. 11:19; 16:18-21: [11:19] And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. . . . [16:18] And there were voices, and
thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were
upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. [19] And the great city was divided
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. [20] And
every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. [21] And there fell upon men
a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

EZEK. 38:17-23: [17] Thus saith the Lord GOD; A4# thou he of whom I have spoken in
old time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years
that I would bring thee against them? [18] And it shall come to pass at the same time when
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, #hat my fury shall come up
in my face. [19] For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that
day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; [20] So that the fishes of the sea, and
the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon
the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence,
and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall
fall to the ground. [21] And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains,
saith the Lord GOD: every man s sword shall be against his brother. [22] And I will plead
against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands,
and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire,
and brimstone. [23] Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known
in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I a7 the LORD.

REV. 7:1, 2-4: [1] And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners
of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. [2] And I saw another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, [3] Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the
sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. [4] And
I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty
and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.
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REV. 11:13-18: [13] And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. [14] The second woe is past; and,
behold, the third woe cometh quickly. [15] And the seventh angel sounded; and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become #he &ingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. [16] And the four and twenty
elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, [17]
Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, [and art to come

(spurious)]; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. [18] And
the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which
destroy the earth.

REV. 6:12, 14: [Rev. 6:12 is quoted previously and 6:14 is quoted below.]

DAN. 7:7: After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces,
and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were
before it; and it had ten horns.

REV. 7:2, Diag.: And I saw Another Angel ascending from the Sun-rising, having the Seal
of the living God: and he cried with a loud Voice to the FOUR Angels, to whom it was
given to injure the EARTH and the SEA,

REV. 6:14: And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places.

REV. 16:20: And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.

The rise of infidelity is also pictured in Rev. 6:12 (¢f D590, par4 ~ D595) See Diaglott
interlinear translation of Rev. 6:14; And the HEAVEN was separated from as a Scroll
being rolled up. ... See Strong s Concordance 673 to separate the same word being
used in Acts 15:39 departed asunder, as the two ends of a scroll are separated even
when rolled together. Indeed, the Catholic and Protestant divisions, though in co-
operation, are shown as still separate entities to the end. (Rev. 13:15-17; 15:2; 16:13; 19:20)

REV. 6:12 and 14: Quoted previously.

REV. 13:15-17; 15:2; 16:13; 19:20: [15] And he had power to give life unto the image of
the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would
not worship the image of the beast should be killed. [16] And he causeth all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads: [17] And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name
of the beast, or the number of his name. . . . [15:2] And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image,
and over his mark, azd over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the
hatrps of God. . .. [16:13] And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. . . . [19:20] And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning
with brimstone.
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13:15-17
15:2
16:13
19:20

13:15-17

15:2

16:13

19:20

7:9-17
8:1
7:4
5:1
10:7

7:9-17; 8:1

7:4

THE SEVENTH SEAL

However, as already pointed out, the events or conditions under the seals may continue on
into what follows, so, though even the great multitude is shown resurrected before the
announcement of the opening of the seventh seal (Rev. 7:9-17; 8:1), this does not mean that
they are resurrected before it was opened, nor that the 144,000 (Rev. 7:4) were all sealed yet.
See R2209, first paragraph [quoted on page 25 of this book], which connects Rev. 5:1 with
Rev. 10:7.

REV. 7:9-17; 8:1: [9] After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; [10] And cried with
a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb. [11] And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, [12] Saying,
Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. [13] And one of the elders answered,
saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?
[14] And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb. [15] Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. [16] They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. [17] For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
[8:1] And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space
of half an hour.

REV. 7:4: And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

REV. 5:1; 10:7 [5:1] And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book
written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. . . . [10:7] But in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be
finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

The four winds, whose loosing will produce the great whirwind of trouble with which great
Babylon will be completely destroyed, are shown being held up to permit the completion
of the work of sealing the 144,000. (Rev. 7:1-3; compare 14:1) The fact that John hears the
number sealed and describes the great multitude whom he sees following this sealing does
not necessitate the completion of the sealing during this sixth period. As the killing in the
eatlier periods extends through the sixth period (and, as we know, even into the seventh),
so we may understand this sealing to continue into the seventh period. (Compare Rev. 6:4,
6,8,11)

REV. 7:1-3: [1] And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of
the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree. [2] And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having
the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was
given to hurt the earth and the sea, [3] Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

REV. 14:1: And I looked, and, lo, a L.amb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father s name written in their foreheads.
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10:6

20:4

REV. 6:4, 6, 8,11: [4] And there went out another horse #hat was red: and power was given
to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another:
and there was given unto him a great sword. . .. [6] And I heard a voice in the midst of the
four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny;
and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. . . . [8] And I looked, and behold a pale horse:
and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given
unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with
death, and with the beasts of the earth. . .. [11] And white robes were given unto every one
of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

Verse 6 [Rev. 10] shows the chronos | time | finished  the space given Jezebel to
repent, the season when those killed (cf. Rev. 20:4), up to and including those of the
fifth period of the church, were to wait through the Reformation (sixth) period, to be raised
to walk with Him in white (Rev.3:4,5);the mystery being finished, the scroll could
come wide open, as in Reprint 2209, Par. 1.

REV. 10:6: And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the
things that therein are, and the earth, and the things therein are, [Spurious: and the sea, and
the things which are therein,] that there should be time no longer:

REV. 20:4: And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received Ais mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years.

REV. 3:4, 5: [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. [5] He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.

R2209:1: 'Then came the opening of the seals: the disclosing of one after another of the
vatious features connected with the divine purpose. Each seal as it was loosed permitted
the scroll as a whole to open a little wider, and a little wider, thus permitting the mystery
of God to be a little more cleatly discerned. And so God s people down through this
secret of the Lord, the divine plan. But not until the last seal was broken, did the
scroll fly wide open, permitting the mystery of God to be fully disclosed; as it is written:
In the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of
God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. Rev. 5:1; 10:7.
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8:1

16:15
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14:7

17:12

18:10, 17, 19

14:13-20

8:1

Part 4:
Revelation 8-11: The Churches, Seals and Trumpets

THE HALF HOUR REV. 8:1

The word hour (Greek, hora ) is used in Rev. 3:10 ( the hour of temptation ); Rev. 14:7
( The hour of his judgment ); the hour of the reign of the ten horns. . . with the beast that
together overthrow Babylon (Rev. 17:12); and the hour in which the latter is destroyed
(Rev. 18:10,17,19)  events of this present harvest period. (Rev. 14:13-20) The silence
in heaven, then, during the first approximate ( about Rev. 8:1) half of this hour
may fittingly describe the silence (Jer. 8:14; C758; Isa. 56:10; Ezek. 7:26) prevailing in the
nominal church, whose blind watchmen could not bark to announce the thief - like
return of our Lord. (Rev. 16:15)

REV. 3:10: Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth.

REV. 14:7: Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.

REV. 17:12: And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom [as yet (spurious)]; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

REV. 18:10, 17, 19: [10] Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas
that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. . . . [17] For
in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company
in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, . .. [19] And they cast dust
on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein
were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is
she made desolate.

REV. 14:13-20: [13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their works do follow them. [14] And I looked, and behold a white
cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. [15] And another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the
time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. [16] And he that sat on
the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. [17] And another angel
came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. [18] And another
angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him
that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the
vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. [19] And the angel thrust in his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast /7 into the great winepress of the wrath
of God. [20] And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the
winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred
furlongs.

REV. 8:1: And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about
the space of half an hour.

JER. 8:14: Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced

cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given
us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD.
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ISA. 56:10: His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they
cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

EZEK. 7:26: Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then
shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel
from the ancients.

REV. 16:15: Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed zs he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

The silence about the space of half an hour (Rev. 8:1) aptly represents the condition in the
nominal heaven of the seventh period after the spewing out of the Laodicean church, or, as
expressed in the Sinaitic Manuscript, after she is told to refrain her mouth (being no longer
the Lord's mouthpiece). In the visions of the seals, the conditions in the nominal church are
largely shown; in the trumpet visions the messages and work of the true church are
emphasized. In the sixth seal period our Lord is shown as an angel ascending from the sun-
rising; in the sixth trumpet period, as an angel descending a time in the nominal heaven; in
the seventh trumpet period, illustrating this difference in viewpoint, there were great voices
in heaven. Compare Rev. 7:2 with 10:1; 8:1 with 11:15.

REV. 8:1: quoted previously.

REV. 7:2: And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the
earth and the sea,

REV. 10:1: And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a
cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as
pillars of fire:

REV. 11:15: And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven,
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become #he &ingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.

In Rev. 3:10 we have the hour of temptation foretold, which takes place in the seventh

period. In Rev. 14:7, this is called the hour of His judgment, which is evidently the one

hour in which the ten horns receive power with the beast (Rev. 17:12) and the
hour of Babylon s overthrow. (Rev. 18:10, 17, 19)

REV. 3:10; 14:7; 17:12; 18:10,17,19 quoted previously.

The silence in Rev. 8:1 about the space of half an hour the first part of this hour

is broken at the beginning of the time of trouble, fulfilling the judgments foretold in the
Studies in the Scriptures (Rev. 15:1), whose truth was thus vindicated in the outbreak at the

time predicted of the war in 1914. As the two witnesses were exalted to heaven (Rev.

11:12), so these seven messages have been manifested during the latter portion of the
hour by the fulfillment of their predictions, in the latter s case. Judging by the length of

the earlier portion, we must be nearing the end of the second part, though the use of the

word about makes the time indefinite.

REV. 8:1 quoted previously.

REV. 15:1: And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having
the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.
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REV. 11:12: And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither.
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.
15:1
With the opening of the seventh seal, the scroll is fully revealed. Compare Matt. 24:47. See
R2209:1.
11:12

MATT. 24:47: Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

R2209:1 Then came the opening of the seals: the disclosing of one after another of the
vatious features connected with the divine purpose. Each seal as it was loosed permitted
the scroll as a whole to open a little wider, and a little wider, thus permitting the mystery
of God to be a little more clearly discerned. And so God's people down through this
Gospel age have been privileged to know something of the Secret of the Lord; the
divine plan. But not until the last seal was broken, did the scroll fly wide open, permitting
the Mystery of God to be fully disclosed; as it is written: In the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the Mystery of God should be finished, as
he hath declared to his servants the prophets. Rev. 5:1; 10:7.

World War 1 broke out in the year when the Photo-Drama was going far and wide; and the

Soreword of 10l 2, written two years later (pg. x), says: All over the world people know of the

expectations of Bible Students in respect to the year AD 1914; and when so stupendous a
5.1 wat. . . broke loose. . . .thousands remembered what they had heard and read respecting the
10:7 end of the Gentile Times.

The truth was becoming popular. See report of 7976 convention in R5960 above the
interesting letters columns. The Nashville convention was held in the State Capitol
Building. The silence in heaven, may we say, was broken.

8:13
9:12
11:14
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8:13

9:12

11:14

9:5

9:15

1:10

9:16

1:10

9:16

8:2

13:8
17:8

THE TRUMPETS

Each of these appears to coincide in its period with the corresponding seal period and
church epoch of the preceding chapters. The last three of these periods introduced by the
sounding or beginning to sound of the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpets are
associated with, or bring, the three woes (Rev. 8:13). Rev. 9:12; 11:14 indicate that they
do not overlap. Those who try to begin the trumpets with the Reformation and the fifth of
these in 1728, fail to note that the five months (150 years 5 x 30) of Rev. 9:5, added
to the year of Rev. 9:15 (even if we overlap this with the month and day ) 360 literal
years would total 150 + 360 = 510 years, which from 1728 would move the seventh trumpet
and transfer of the kingdom to our Lord and his Christ (Rev. 11:15-18) forward to AD
2238! This cannot be so.

REV. 8:13: And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying
with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

REV. 9:12: One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.

REV. 11:14 [See also verses 15-18.]: The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe
cometh quickly.

REV. 9:5: And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should
be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he
striketh a man.

REV. 9:15: And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day,
and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.

The number of the horsemen heard by the John class (John 21:22; Rev. 1:10; R3569)
(again) equals the non-Romish professed Christians in the diagram in o/ 7, p.76. (Rev.
9:10)

JOHN 21:22: Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what 7s #hat to thee?
follow thou me.

REV. 1:10: 1 was in the Spitit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of
a trumpet,

REV. 9:16: And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand
thousand: and I heard the number of them.

From A76 The Actual and Relative Numbers of Mankind Classified According to
Religion
Heathen Mohammedans | Jews Roman Greek Protestants
Catholic Catholic
856 millions | 170 millions 8 millions | 190 millions 84 millions 116 millions
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8:2 THE ANGEL OFFERING INCENSE
Verse 2 of Rev. 8 shows seven angels given trumpets. These are in the plan before most of
them were born and began successively to serve. Similarly Gal. 1:15; 1 Pet. 1:20; Rev.13:8;
17:8 show prearrangement, though even where individual selection might be involved, this
would not always mean that replacement might not be necessary in the case of others than
our Lord 1 Cor. 9:27; Psa. 109:8; John 6:64, 70, 71; 2 Cor. 11:5; 12:12; 1 Cor. 9:1; Matt.
24:48-51; Luke 12:45-48.
13:8
REV. 8:2: And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given
seven trumpets.
17:8

GAL. 1:15: But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mothet's womb, and
called e by his grace,

1 PET. 1:20: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the wotld, but was
manifest in these last times for you,

REV. 13:8: And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

REYV. 17:8: The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose
names wete not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they
behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

1 COR. 9:27: But I keep under my body, and bring /# into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

PSA. 109:8: Let his days be few; and let another take his office.

JOHN 6:64, 70, 71: [64] But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from
the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. . . . [70] Jesus
answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? [71] He spake of
Judas Iscariot #he son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the
twelve.

2 COR. 11:5: For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.

2 COR. 12:12: Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in
signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

1COR. 9:1: Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?
are not ye my work in the Lord?

MATT. 24:48-51: [48] But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth
his coming; [49] And shall begin to smite [his] fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken; [50] The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for [him],
and in an hour that he is not aware of, [51] And shall cut him asunder, and appoint [him]
his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

LUKE 12:45-48: [45] But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;
and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be
drunken; [46] The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and
8:2 at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his
portion with the unbelievers. [47] And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared

31



Revelation Notes by Ludlow Loomis

Revelation
8:3,4
5:8

8:3

8:3, 4

5:8

8:3

8:3-5
8:2

8:5

8:5

8:2

not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many s#zpes. [48] But he
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few s#pes. For
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more.

Their being shown together in verse 2 does not mean that all were in existence at the same
time before verses 3 and 4. The angel offering incense for the prayers of all the saints can
be none other than our great High Priest. (Heb. 3:1) Prophecies, prophets, or books of the
Old Testament therefore could not be the twenty-four elders of Rev. 5:8. That our Lotd's
offering made the saints prayers acceptable is indicated, not only in Rev. 8:3 Diag., but in
Acts 10:4, 44.

REV. 8:2 quoted previously.

REV. 8:3, 4: [3] And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer;
and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer 7# with the prayers of all
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. [4] And the smoke of the incense,
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.

HEB. 3:1: Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

REV. 5:8: And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders
fell down before the LLamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours,
which are the prayers of saints.

REV. 8:3, Diag.: And Another Angel came and stood by the ALTAR, having a golden
Censer; and to him much Incense was given, that he should give it for the PRAYERS of
all the SAINTS on THAT GOLDEN ALTAR which is before the THRONE.

ACTS 10:4, 44: [4] And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord?
And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.
... [44] While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost [Spirit] fell on all them which
heard the word.

The angel offering the incense for (Diaglot?) the prayers of the saints (to make them
acceptable) (compare Acts 10:4) is our Lord, to whom this incense was given for this
purpose. (Heb. 2:9; 10:5; Rev. 8:3-5) The fact that the seven angels stood in the presence of
God (Rev. 8:2) indicates divine approval. (Luke 1:19; Psa. 24:3) The earthquake may have
been the trouble at the end of the Jewish age; Compare Rev. 8:5; 1 Thes. 2:16; Dan. 9:26,
27.

ACTS 10:4 quoted previously.
HEB. 2:9: But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death

for every man.

HEB. 10:5: Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:

REV. 8:3, 4 quoted previously.
REV. 8:5: And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into

the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.
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REV. 8:2: And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given
seven trumpets.

LUKE 1:19: And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the
presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to show thee these glad tidings.

PSA. 24:3: Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy
place?

1THES. 2:16: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up
their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.

DAN. 9:26, 27: [26] And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not
for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shal/ be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations
are determined. [27] And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make 7 desolate, even until the consummation, and
that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Though told before the sounding of the first trumpet (Rev. 8:7), verse 5 traces what came
upon these of that generation who rejected our Lord, to the terrible climax at the close of
the first period (in symbol). Matt. 3:10-12; Luke 12:49; Matt. 27:25; 23:33-39 (cf. Diag.); Luke
23:27-31. The symbols of lightning, thunder, earthquake are familiar; also hail (frozen water
truth  Eph. 5:26; John 4:10), hard, as error-demolishing missiles. Isa. 28:17

REV. 8:7: The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood,
and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up.

REV. 8:5: quoted previously.

MATT. 3:10-12: [10] And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. [11] I
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
[Spirit], and wizh fire: [12] Whose fan #s in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor,
and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

LUKE 12:49: I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will 1, if it be already
kindled?

MATT. 27:25: Then answered all the people, and said, His blood #¢ on us, and on our
children.

MATT. 23:33-39: (¢f. Diag.) [33] Serpents, Progeny of vipers! how can you escape the
JUDGMENT of the GEHENNA. [34] On account of this, Behold, I send to you Prophets,
and Wise men and Instructors; and some of them you will kill and crucify; and others you
will scourge in your SYNAGOGUES, and persecute from City to City; [35] so that All the
innocent Blood being shed upon the LAND, may come upon you, from the BLOOD of
Abel the JUST, to the BLOOD of Zechariah, Son of Barachiah, whom you will murder
between the SANCTUARY and the Altar. [36] Indeed, I say to you, That all these things
will come upon this GENERATION. [37] O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! DESTROYING the
PROPHETS, and stoning THOSE SENT to thee, how often have I desired to assemble
thy CHILDREN, as a Bird collects her YOUNG under her WINGS! But you would not.
[38] Behold, your HABITATION is left to you: [39] for I tell you, You shall not see me
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from this time, till you shall say, Blessed be HE who COMES IN THE NAME OF
JEHOVAH.

LUKE 23:27-31: [27] And there followed him a great company of people, and of women,
which also bewailed and lamented him. [28] But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters
of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. [29] For,
behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the
wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. [30] Then shall they begin to
say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. [31] For if they do these things
in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

EPH. 5:26: That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
JOHN 4:10: Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would

have given thee living water.

ISA. 28:17: Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
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2:4,5
2:2,3,6

2:1-7

6:1, 2

8:7

I Ephesus Message  First Seal First Trumpet
Rev. 2:1-7 6:1, 2 8:7

The zeal of the early church (Rev. 2:2) resulted in the destruction as pagans (compare
burning of tares C145:3  (C146:6) of the third part apparently referring to those
favorably affected by the Lord's Word and work (cf. Rev. 8:7-12; 9:15; 12:4), whether the
symbol be burning, death, darkening or obscuring of Light (?), or (shed) blood. The
symbolism of earth (society or social order) (2 Pet. 3:5-7, 10, 13), trees (Dan. 4:10-206),
and grass (1 Pet. 1:24) are also not now. Though reproved for the relaxing of their first
love (Rev. 2:4, 5), they were commended for opposition to false teachers (vss. 2, 3) and
conquerors of the people (vs. 6), probably pictured by the rider in Rev. 6:2.

REV. 2:1-7: [1] Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks; [2] I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars: [3] And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. [4] Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love. [5] Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. [6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest
the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. [7] He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

REV. 6:1, 2: [1] And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. [2] And I saw, and
behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him:
and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

REV. 8:7: The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood,
and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up.

C145, 146: From what we have seen of the small quantity of truly consecrated wheat, and
the great mass of baptized profession (as a Methodist bishop has forcibly described the
tare class), it is evident that the burning of the tares will be a momentous event. Itis a
mistake, however, which many make, to suppose that the burning of the tates in a furnace
of fire, where there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 13:42), refers either to a
literal fire, or to trouble beyond the present life. The entire parable belongs to the present
age. Not only is this fire a symbol, as well as the wheat and the tates, but it symbolizes the
destruction of the tares, in the great time of trouble with which this age is to close, and
from which the wheat class is promised an escape. (Mal. 3:17; Luke 21:36) The great
furnace of fire symbolizes the great time of trouble coming, in the close of this hatvest,
upon the unworthy tare class of Christendom.

Nor does the destruction of the tares imply the destruction, either present or future, of
all the individuals composing the tare class. It signifies rather a destruction of the false
pretentions of this class. Their claim or profession is that they are Christians, whereas they
are still children of this world. When burned or destroyed as tares, they will be recognized
in their true character ~ as members of the world, and will no longer imitate Christians,
as nominal members of Christ's Church.

REV. 8:7-12; 9:15;12:4: [7] The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire
mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt
up, and all green grass was burnt up. [8] And the second angel sounded, and as it were a
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great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became
blood; [9] And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and
the third part of the ships were destroyed. [10] And the third angel sounded, and there fell
a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the
rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; [11] And the name of the star is called
Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of
the waters, because they were made bitter. [12] And the fourth angel sounded, and the third
part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars;
so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and
the night likewise. . . . [9:15] And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an
hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. ... [12:4] And
his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child
as soon as it was born.

2PET. 3:5-7,10, 13: [5] For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God
the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: [0]
Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: [7] But the
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. . . .[10] But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up. . .. [13] Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

DAN. 4:10-26: [10] Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold, a
tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. [11] The tree grew, and was
strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all
the earth: [12] The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat
for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the
boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. [13] I saw in the visions of my head upon my
bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; [14] He cried aloud,
and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter
his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: [15]
Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass,
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and /e# his portion
be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: [16] Let his heart be changed from man's, and
let a beast's heart be given unto him: and let seven times pass over him. [17] This matter
7s by the dectee of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent
that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. [18] This dream I king
Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof,
forasmuch as all the wise #en of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the
interpretation: but thou ar# able; for the spirit of the holy gods /s in thee. [19] Then Daniel,
whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him.
The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof,
trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream Je to them that hate thee,
and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. [20] The tree that thou sawest, which grew,
and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the
earth; [21] Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all;
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the
heaven had their habitation: [22] It s thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for
thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.
[23] And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and
saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the
earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet
with the dew of heaven, and /7 his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times
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pass over him; [24] This zs the interpretation, O king, and this /s the decree of the most
High, which is come upon my lord the king. [25] That they shall drive thee from men, and
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as
oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee,
till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever he will. [26] And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree
roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the
heavens do rule.

1PET. 1:24: For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

REV. 2:4, 5; REV. 2:2, 3, 6; REV. 6:2: quoted previously.

SEE ALSO: 1 THES. 5:21; ACTS 20:28-35; 1 COR. 3:6, 7; 1 COR. 4:6-20; 2 COR. 11; GAL.
4:17; 5:7-10, 12; 6:13; COL. 2:8, 18, 19; 1 THES. 2:14-16; 2 THES. 2:3-10; 3:6; 1 TIM. 4:1-3; 2
TIM. 3:1-8; 4:3, 4; JAMES 4:10; 1 PET. 5:1-4; 2 PET. 2; 1 JOHN 2:18-24; 4:1-3; JUDE 3, 19;
cf. MATT. 23:2-35; MATT. 24:4, 5, 11, 23-25, 48-51.

B281: The name Antichrist has a twofold significance. The first is against (i.c., in
opposition to) Christ: the second significance is instead (i.c., a counterfeit) of Christ. In
the first sense the expression is a general one, which would apply to any enemy opposing
Christ. In this sense Saul (afterward called Paul), and every Jew, and every Mohammedan,
and all the Pagan emperors and people of Rome, were antichrists opposers of Christ.
(Acts 9:4) But it is not in this sense of the word that the Scriptures use the name
Antichrist. They pass over all such enemies, and apply the term Antichrist in the sense
given above, as now its secondary meaning, viz. as against, in the sense of
misrepresenting, counterfeiting, taking the place of the true Christ. Thus John rematks,
Ye have heard that the Antichrist shall come. Even now there are many antichrists. (1
John 2:18, 19) [The Greek distinguishes between the special Antichrist and the numerous
lesser ones.] And John's subsequent remarks show that he does not refer to all opposers
of Christ and the Church, but to a certain class who, still professing to be of the Christ
body, the Church, had left the foundation principles of the truth, and were therefore not
only misrepresenting the truth, but were, in the eyes of the wotld, taking the place and
name of the true Church  hence really counterfeiting the true saints. John says of these,
They went out from us, but they were not of us: they do not represent us, even though
they may deceive themselves and the wotld on this subject. In the same epistle John
declares that those he mentions as many antichrists have the spirit of the Antichrist.

B284: In the First Century not many wise ot noble wete called. No great names have
been handed down to us; no philosophers, or statesmen, or nobles, or generals, or
governors, or judges, or magistrates. In the first century the Christians were not of
sufficient importance to be generally persecuted by the government. They had not even
arrested public attention. Nobody wrote against them, not even Greek philosophers. We
do not read of protests or apologies from the Christians themselves. They had no great
men in their ranks, either for learning, or talents, or wealth, or social position. Nothing in
history is more barren than the annals of the Church in the first century, so far as great
names are concerned. Yet in this century converts were multiplied in every city, and
traditions point to the martyrdoms of those who were prominent, including neatly all of the
apostles.

The result of the sounding of the first trumpet evidently pictures the conversion of the
Roman Empire to at least a nominal form of Christianity during or as a result of the work
of the apostolic period. (Rev. 8:7) All green grass those with spirituality of the common
people was burned up destroyed as respects their former condition, as the tares are
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burned in Matt. 13:30, 40. Compare James 1:10, 11; 1 Peter 1:24; Isa. 40:6 on the symbol
grass.

REV. 8:7: quoted previously.

MATT. 13:30, 40: [30] Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of
hatrvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. . . . [40] As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.

JAMES 1:10, 11: [10] But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the
grass he shall pass away. [11] For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it
withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.

1PET. 1:24: For all flesh [is] as grass, and all the gloty of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

ISA. 40:6: The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh 7s grass, and all the
goodliness thereof /s as the flower of the field:

The third part frequently mentioned in these trumpet visions may be understood as
explained on page 70 of this book under the Philadelphia Period. In Daniel 8:8, 22, Rome
is shown as one the four horn divisions of the Grecian Empire, the little horn coming
out of it (Daniel 8:9, 23 compare 7:8, 24). In Rev. 6:8, where the period of papal persecution
is described, the fourth part is designated, the Roman part of the divisions of the Grecian
Empire may be understood.

DAN. 8:8, 22: [8] Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the
great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of
heaven. . . . [22] Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall
stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.

DAN. 8:9, 23: [9] And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed
exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant /and. . . .
[23] And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgtessors are come to the full,
a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.

DAN. 7:8, 24: [8] I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them
another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the
roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great
things. . . . [24] And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings #hat shall arise: and
another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue
three kings.

REV. 6:8: And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part
of the earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts
of the earth.
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6:3,4

8:8,9

8:8,9

8:7-12
9:15, 18
12:4

II Smyrna Message Second Seal  Second Trumpet
Rev. 2:8-11 6:3, 4 8:8,9

Burning, like death and shed blood, would picture destruction--of life or of a former
condition, as in the case of the tares (Matt. 13:30, 41, 42; See C745; C146). So the burning
mountain, cast into the sea, would probably represent the fourth empire of Dan. 2:40
Rome  which had begun to be destroyed to paganism. The Provincials, with certain
exceptions, were not granted Roman citizenship (Acts 22:25-28) until the latter part of the
period before nominal Christianity was made the State religion. Meanwhile missionary
efforts were carried on (B285) and thus the third part of the sea class barbarians,
as the provincials were called, were converted to Christianity.

REV. 2:8-11: [8] And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; [9] I know thy works, and tribulation, and
poverty, (but thou art rich) and I £nzow the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and
are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. [10] Fear none of those things which thou shalt
suffer: behold, the devil shall cast soze of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
[11] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

REV. 6:3, 4: [3] And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say,
Come and see. [4] And there went out another horse #hat was red: and power was given to
him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and
there was given unto him a great sword.

REV. 8:8,9: [8] And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning
with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; [9] And the third
part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships
were destroyed.

MATT. 13:30, 41, 42:  [30] Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. . . . [41] The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which
do iniquity; [42] And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.

C145, 146: Sce quote on page 35 of this book.

DAN. 2:40: And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh
in pieces and subdueth all #hings: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces
and bruise.

ACTS 22:25-28: [25] And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion
that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?
[26] When the centurion heard #hat, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed
what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. [27] Then the chief captain came, and said unto
him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. [28] And the chief captain answered, With
a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was fiee born.

B285: For this quote see page 16 of this book.

Rev. 8:8, 9 pictures the result of the missionary effort begun during the second, or pagan,
persecution period of the church. Compare B285. As a result of the missionary efforts begun
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8:7-12 then, the barbarians were converted to at least a nominal form of Christianity. Since waters
would not burn, this death to their former condition is shown by blood--shed blood being
symbolic of death.

REV. 8:8, 9: quoted previously.
B285: quoted previously.

The third part (Rev. 8:7-12; 9:15, 18; 12:4) seems to represent those who ultimately
become members of the bride of Christ, the first of the three parts (Zech 13:8)
mentioned in R3634, par.1, 2. These are the faithful little flock (Luke 12:32).

REV. 8:7-12: [7] The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with

9:15, 18 blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all
green grass was burnt up. [8] And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became
blood; [9] And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and
the third part of the ships were destroyed. [10] And the third angel sounded, and there fell

12:4 a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the
rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; [11] And the name of the star is called
Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of
the waters, because they were made bitter. [12] And the fourth angel sounded, and the third
part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars;
so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and
the night likewise.

REV. 9:15,18: [15] And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour,
and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. . .. [18] By these three
was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which
issued out of their mouths.

REV. 12:4: And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to
the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to
devour her child as soon as it was born.

ZECH. 13:8: And it shall come to pass, #at in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts
therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.

R3634:1: Question  Please explain the meaning of the three parts of Zech. 13:8,9: In
all the land, saith the Lord, #wo parts shall be cut off and die; but the third part shall be left
therein, and I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They shall call upon my name, and I will hear
them; I will say of them, It is my people; and they shall say, The Lotd is my God.

Apnswer  These three patts are not stated to be thirds or equal parts; hence we are not
to so interpret this passage. We understand three classes to be referred to: the two classes
that will be cut off and die we understand to be the little flock and the great company,
all of both classes being consecrated unto death  the one class, the little flock, going into
death in a voluntary manner, sacrificing; the other class, the great company, going into
death under adverse circumstances which would test their loyalty to the Lord, and prove
their willingness to serve him even at the cost of life itself, even though they had not that
consuming zeal which would lead them, according to their covenant, to self sacrifice.

The third part that will be brought through the fire, refined, etc., we understand to
represent the wotld of mankind, which will pass from death conditions to life conditions
as human beings during the Millennium--quite probably also a large proportion of the living
nations at the time of the establishment of the Kingdom will pass over and become subjects
of the Kingdom without going into the tomb. The whole human family, except the few
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2:10 who are vitally connected with Christ, are already reckoned dead with Adam and they all
will be granted an opportunity for coming, through the divine processes of the Millennial
age, back to the full petfection of human life lost by father Adam's transgression. All such

2:10 as are thus returned to harmony with God will indeed recognize him as such, and he will
recognize them as his people.

LUKE 12:32: Fear not, little flock; for it is your Fathet's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.

The ten days (Rev.2:10) would be the ten years of severe persecution from the edict of
Diocletian (AD 303), ending with the edict of Milan (AD 313)  R497, par.5.

REV. 2:10: Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast

some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

R491:2: Smyrma means bitter, [Myrrh and Marah (Exod. 15:23) ate kindred words]. It was the
period of most bitter persecution, under the Roman Emperors from Nero to Diocletian.

The devil [Pagan Rome] shall cast some of you into prison that ye may be tried and ye shall have
tribulation ten days (last and most severe persecution, A.D. 303 to A.D. 313).

2:12, 16
19:15

2:12-17

6:5, 6
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810 11 ITI Pergamos Message  Third Seal = Third Trumpet
19, Rev. 2:12-17 6:5, 6 8:10, 11
In this period when creed-making was beginning, it was appropriate that our Lord is
identified as having the sharp two-edged sword of the mouth the Sword of the
Spirit. (Rev. 2:12, 16; 19:15; 2 Thes. 2:8; Eph. 6:17; Isa. 11:4)
19:15

REV. 2:12-17: [12] And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith
he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; [13] I know thy works and where thou
dwellest, evern where Satan's seat 45: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my
faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you,
where Satan dwelleth. [14] But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. [15] So
hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. [16]
Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of
my mouth. [17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white

stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth
8:10 it

1:16, 20

4:5 REV. 6:5, 6: [5] And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come

5:6 and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances

12:4 in his hand. [6] And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat
for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the
wine.

REV. 8:10, 11: [10] And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven,
burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the
fountains of waters; [11] And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part
of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were
made bitter.

REV. 19:15: And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
1:16, 20 nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

2 THES. 2:8: And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

4:5 EPH. 6:17: And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God:

ISA. 11:4: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
5:6 meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

The Star burning as a lamp (Rev. 8:10; cf. Psa. 119; 105; Rev. 1:16, 20; 4:5; 5:6: 12:4)
seems to have been Arius, evidently the messenger ( Angel ) of the church in the
Pergamos period, who did not accept the creed teaching that the Father was the Son, and
was banished. Antipas (Instead of * father ) may have reference to his opposition to this
idea (though tradition makes it the name of a bishop there). [*Or, against R491:3]

12:4

REV. 8:10: quoted previously.
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cf. PSA. 119; 105.

2:13 REV. 1:16, 20: [16] And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went
a sharp two edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. . . .
[20] The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

2:13
REV. 4:5: And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and
there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God.

REV. 5:6: And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

REV. 12:4: And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to
the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to
devour her child as soon as it was born.

R491:3: Many of the true in the churches denounced this attempt to disobey the direct
command of Jesus, Call no man Father (Matt. 23:9), and of course received the
persecution promised (2 Tim. 1:12). This class in Pergamos our Lord commends under the
symbol of Anti-pas my faithful martyr. In the Greek, anti means against, and Papas, father,
so in the usual formation of words Antipas would mean an Anti-papist, one who protests
against the Pope or Father.

The word  martus (Greek for witness ) is literally translated as in Rev. 2:13 Diag. This was
the period just before Papacy, when there was rivalry among some of the bishops. Antipas
has therefore been understood to refer to the faithful witnesses against this earthly headship
(fatherhood) in the church. (R5993, par. 2 and 3)

REV. 2:13, Diag: 1 know where thou dwellest,--where the THRONE of the
ADVERSARY is; and yet thou firmly retainest my NAME; and thou didst not deny my
FAITH even in the DAYS in which Antipas was my WITNESS, my FAITHFUL one, who
was killed among you, where the ADVERSARY dwells.

2:6

2:6

R5993:1: The docttine of the Nicolaitans seems to be the theoty of lotrdship ot headship

3:10 in the Church. The strife as to who should be greatest existed amongst many of the
patriarchs  fathers  of the prominent churches. At their councils there was a bitter fight
for supremacy. The tendency was toward an earthly head, and of course many coveted the
honor. The patriarchs of Jerusalem, Antioch, Constantinople and Rome were the most

811 prominent. The first two dropped out of the conflict, but the strife continued for several
hundred years between Constantinople and Rome. It was settled only by a division of the
Church: the Eastern, or Greek Church, accepting the Patriarch of Constantinople for its
head; and the Western, or Papal Church, acknowledging the Bishop =~ Pope or Father
of Rome.

8:10, 11 Many of the true followers of the Master in the churches denounced this attempt to
disobey the direct command of Jesus, Call no man father. (Matthew 23:9.) Of course,
they received the promised persecution. (2 Timothy 1:12.) This class in Pergamos is
commended by our Lord under the symbol of Anti-pas, My faithful martyr. In the Greek,
anti means against, and Papas signifies father. In this stage of the development of the

6:5. 6 Church those who sought to be popular received the emoluments of the Church; but the

:5, ! X
promise to the overcomers is that of pleasure and honor that shall be eternal.
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2:14

2:14

2:14

2:14

2:17

2:17

2:17

The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes (conquerors of the people)  opposed in the eatly church
(Ephesus)  (Rev. 2:6) was therefore found in the Pergamos period.

REV. 2:6: But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also
hate.

Arius teachings were like those of the Lamp God's Word (Rev. 8:10) and resulted in

making creedal error bitter ~ poisonous wormwood to the faithful third part,

leading to the death  withdrawal, or separation or excommunication, of many (Rev.

8:11). Note the use of men (as professing Christians  in this case true ones) instead of
trees or grass being converted.

REV. 8:10, 11: quoted previously.

Rev. 8:10, 11 shows the work of Arius, the star banished from the nominal church heaven,
through whom many died to their adherence to the teachings of the creedal sources and
channels, whose waters, or teachings, were thus rendered wormwood to them.

Here the scarcity of truth, as shown when the third seal was opened (Rev. 6:5, 6), would fit
in with this substitution of creedal doctrine for it.

REV. 6:5, 6: quoted previously.

The account of Balaam (whose teaching is mentioned in Rev. 2:14) is found in the 22nd to
25th chapters of Numbers and Numbers 31:8 (cf. Jude 11; Rev. 2:14) who fell from the
reward offered. (2 Pet. 2:15, 16) He stumbled Israel into idolatry and fornication. So nominal
spiritual Israel was enticed into idolatry of man or self and illicit union with the civil power
ot with human headship. (Rev. 2:14) B2, pp.288-298.

REV. 2:14: But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

See NUM. 22-25.

NUM. 31:8: And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain;
namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the
son of Beor they slew with the sword.

JUDE 11: Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after
the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

2 PET. 2:15,16: Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the
way of Balaam #he son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; But was rebuked
for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the
prophet.

The hidden manna incorruptible  in the golden bowl in the ark of the covenant
(Rev. 2:17, 1122  T123) represented immortality in the divine nature; the white stone
(R7820, last par.) (a precious token of love) and in the stone a new name written (the name
of the Bridegroom, henceforth to be ours  Acts 15:14) which no man knoweth (1 Cor.
2:14) saving he that receiveth it. As names in the Scriptures often have appropriate
meanings, so the character of the bride of Christ must be like His. The seal , then, of the
Holy Spirit is the character likeness to the Bridegroom. (E247:4)
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2:17

2:17

2:17

12:9

2:13

12:9

2:13

REV. 2:17: He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone,
and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth 7.

T122: The Golden Pot of Manna represented immortality as being one of the possessions
of the Christ of God. Our Lord Jesus doubtless refers to this when he says: To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna. Rev. 2:17. Manna was the bread
which came down from heaven as a life-sustainer for Israel. It represented the living bread,
supplied to the world by God through Christ. But as the Israelites needed to gather this
supply of manna daily or else want and starve, so it will be necessary for the world ever to
seek supplies of life and grace if they would live everlastingly. But to those who become
Christ's joint-heirs, members of the Anointed Body, God makes a special offer of a peculiar
sort of manna, the same and yet different from that given to others the hidden
manna. One peculiarity of this pot of manna was that it was incorruptible; hence it well
illustrates the immortal, incorruptible condition promised to all members of the Seed
which is the Church. The manna or life-support fed to Isracl was not incorruptible, and
must therefore be gathered daily. So all the obedient of mankind who shall by and by be
recognized as Israelites indeed, will be provided with life everlasting, but conditional,
supplied and renewed life; while the little flock, who under present unfavorable
conditions are faithful overcomers, will be given an incorruptible portion
immortality. Rev. 2:17

Here, then, in the golden Ark, was represented the glory to be revealed in the divine
Christ: in the budded rod, God's chosen priesthood; in the tables of the Law, the righteous
Judge; in the incorruptible manna in the golden bowl, immortality, the divine nature.
Above this Ark, and constituting a lid or head over it, was The Mercy Seat.

R1820:6: No soonet is the gracious invitation thus accepted than the pleasure of the Lotd
is expressed to the prospective bride. Hear ~ Ye shall be mine in that day when I make
up my jewels. Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty. I will give thee to eat of the
hidden manna [John 4:32], and in the stone a new name written [the name of the
Bridegroom, henceforth to be ours  Acts 15:14], which no man knoweth [1 Cor. 2:14]
saving he that receiveth it. Lo, I am with you alway [in thought and loving oversight, and
care], even unto the end of the age.  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is expedient for
you that [personally] I go away to him that sent me: I go to prepate a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself, that
where I am, there ye may be also. If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will
pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide with you
forever; even the spirit of truth whom the wortld can not receive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you and shall be in you. I will
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. He that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him: we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him. Mal 3:17; Isa. 33:17; Rev. 2:17; Matt. 28:20; John 16:7, 5;
14:2, 3, 15-18, 21-23.

ACTS 15:14: Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out
of them a people for his name.

1 COR. 2:14: But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know #hezz, because they ate spiritually discerned.

E247: The seal or pledge of the holy Spirit is in the heart of the sealed, and hence it is that
no man knoweth it save he that receiveth it (Rev. 2:17), except as others may see the fruits
ofitin his daily life. He who establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God; who hath also sealed us and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 2 Cor. 1:21,
22
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Note how the dragon Civil Rome  iscalled Satan in Rev. 12:9. Indeed he has been
its invisible ruler. In the eatly part of this period, even, B287 says, The Emperor decided
points of faith. . .. The Adversary gained control of the nominal church. Note Rev. 2:13;
he not only dwelt there, but his throne (Dzag.) was there.

REV. 12:9: And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were

cast out with him.

REV. 2:13, Diag.: 1 know where thou dwellest, - -where the THRONE of the
ADVERSARY is;....
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12:11

2:18-29

6:7, 8

8:12

12:1

6:7, 8
2:19

IV Thyatira Message  Fourth Seal = Fourth Trumpet
Rev. 2:18-29 6:7, 8 8:12

It is easy to see the meaning of the sun (Gospel) and moon (the Law  Heb. 10:1, its
shadow ) and stars (Apostles), in Rev. 12:1. cf. D590:4 D593

REV. 2:18-29: [18] And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith
the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;
[19] I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works;
and the last 7 be more than the first. [20] Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and
to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. [21]
And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. [22] Behold, I will
cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except
they repent of their deeds. [23] And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches
shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one
of you according to your works. [24] But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as
many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they
speak; I will put upon you none other burden. [25] But that which ye have a/ready hold fast
till I come. [26] And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will
I give power over the nations: [27] And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels
of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. [28] And I will
give him the morning star. [29] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.

REV. 6:7, 8: [7] And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth
beast say, Come and see. [8] And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat
on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the
fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.

REV. 8:12: And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and
the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was
darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.

HEB. 10:1: For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image
of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually
make the comers thereunto perfect.

REV. 12:1: And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

cf. D590:4 593

To the faithful, the creeds datkened the teachings of God s Word. The Bible, translated into
French during this period, revealed the darkness of the creeds. B334:3 (Someone has
questioned whether all the beliefs listed at the top of page 335 were held during all this long
period.) The terrible persecution of the faithful are described on these and following pages.
What wonder that conditions in this dark period are pictured by death and hades and
the anemic-looking horse! (Rev. 6:7, 8) What patient endurance and love were manifested
then! (Rev. 2:19) The idolatrous Queen Jezebel aptly pictured the apostate church of this
period. B256 The wild beasts of the earth (Rev. 6:8, Diag.) the civil powers (cf.
Dan.7:7)  added to the sword and famine the misuse or mis-application of the
sword of the spirit (Eph. 6:17) ot the creeds of men (?) replacing it and the famine

of hearing the words of the Lord (Amos 8:11) were used in the effort to exterminate the
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6:8 faithful (Rev. 6:5, 6; B256, column 1, par. 3, already cited; also B335-337:7) or force them to
recant and betray others, or led them to leave the church.

B334: From the eatliest encroachments of the power which by degtees developed into the
papal system, resistance was made; but that resistance was offered only by a faithful few,
whose influence made little impression on the overwhelming tide of worldliness that swept
in upon the church. Gradually, as they discerned the error, some quietly withdrew
themselves from the great apostasy, to worship God according to the dictates of
conscience, even at the risk of persecution. Notable among these were some, afterward
called Waldenses, Albigenses, Wycliffites and Huguenots. These, though called by several
names had, so far as we can judge, a common origin and a common faith.
Waldensianism, says Rainerous (3.4), the noted Inquisitor of the thirteenth century, is
the ancientest heresy; an