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Highlights of D&W“

The Kingdom and Its Blessings

THE ultimate purpose of our Lord’s return is the estab-
lishment of a world-wide kingdom, or government, which
will assure the people of peace and the opportunity to
enjoy health and everlasting life. Concerning Jesus and
his place in the divine plan, the Prophet Isaiah wrote:
“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called" Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end....
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”—Isa. 9:6,7

What will this new government be like? Will it be mere-
ly a holy influence that will sweep over the earth? It will
indeed be such an influence, but in addition it will have a
definite kingdom personnel. Christ will be the King, the
invisible Ruler. The church—all those throughout the age
now closing who have faithfully followed in his steps—
will be associated with Christ in the spiritual, or invisible
phase of that kingdom. The .promise to these has been
that if they suffer with Christ they shall also reign w1th
him.—II Tim. 2:12

God’s promises to the faithful followers of the Master
are spiritual, or heavenly. Jesus said to his disciples, “If I
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go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.” (John 14:3) Misunderstanding the intent of these
promises, many have concluded that it has been God’s
purpose to take as many of earth’s inhabitants to heaven
as believe on Christ in this life, and that all those who do
not believe would be forever lost. But now it is seen that
in preparing the followers of Jesus to reign with Christ
in the millennial kingdom, the Lord has merely been
getting ready to save and bless mankind in general and
will restore them to perfect human life here on earth.

The Scriptures reveal that while Christ and his church,
exalted to heavenly glory, will be the invisible rulers of
the world in the coming new social order, there will be
present on the earth the human, or visible, representatives
of this heavenly government. Just as Satan, the invisible
prince of the present evil world, has operated chiefly
through visible agencies, so Christ and his exalted follow-
ers who are brought forth in the first resurrection to live
and reign with him, will have visible representatives.

The Bible tells us who these will be. Jesus explained
that in the kingdom, men will “come from the east, and
from the west, and from the north, and from the south,
and shall sit down in the kingdom of God” with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets. (Luke 13:28, 29)
In Psalin 45:16 those of this same class are described as
“fathers,” and the prophecy states that they will become
the “children” of The Christ, and will be made “princes
in all the earth.” This class will be made up of all the
worthy ones of past ages, from righteous Abel to those at
the first coming of Jesus. In Isaiah 32:1 both the heavenly
and earthly phases of the messianic kingdom are identi-
fied. The prophecy reads, “Behold, a king [Jesus] shall -
reign in righteousness, and princes {the Ancient Worthies]
shall rule in judgment.”
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Possible with God

Let us not say that the establishment of such a kingdom
is impossible. For the worthy servants of God of past ages
to become the visible phase of the millennial kingdom
means that they will have to be raised from the dead. Is
it too much to believe that God is able to do this? Is it
not a fundamental of the Christian religion that there is
to be a resurrection of the dead? Surely if we are looking
to the Bible for a solution of the world’s problems we
should be prepared to believe that God is able to do all
that he has promised to do; and he has promised to re-
store his ancient servants to life in what is described in
the Bible as the ‘“better resurrection.”—Heb. 11:35

This “better resurrection” of the Ancient Worthies
awaits the completion of the church class, made up of the
Master’s faithful followers. Paul explains that “they [the
Ancient Worthies] without us should not be made perfect”;
that is, restored to perfection of life as humans. (Heb.
11:40) As for the faithful followers of Jesus being raised
to spiritual life with him, and with him reigning as in-
visible rulers for a thousand years, surely we should have
no difficulty in believing this. Have not most Christians
believed in spiritual existence after death, and that those
possessing it are invisible to human eyes?

However, some have erroneously supposed the spiritual
existence described in the Bible to be a natural outcome
of the “cycle of life.” This is not so! “The wages of sin is
death,” and ‘“the dead know not anything.” (Rom. 6:23;
Eccl. 9:5) The Scriptures teach that the hope of life after
death for both the church and the world depends upon a
resurrection of the dead. The Scriptures also clearly teach
that in the resurrection some are given spiritual bodies.
Thus Christ was exalted, and the same is true of his faith-
ful followers. Together these powerful spiritual beings
will, through their human representatives, the Ancient
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Worthies, exercise control over mankind throughout the
thousand years of the messianic kingdom.

Of that time we read, “The law shall go forth of Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Mic. 4:2) Here
the heavenly phase of the kingdom is symbolized as
“Zion.” In Revelation 14:1 the faithful followers of Jesus,
the Lamb, are pictured as being with him on Mt. Zion.
Zion was “capitol hill” in the kingdom that ruled ancient
Israel, and therefore is an: apt symbol of the supreme rul-
ing phase of the messianic kingdom.

While the law of the messianic kingdom will go forth
from “Zion,” the “word of the Lord” will go forth from
“Jerusalem,” Micah declares. When Jesus said that in the
kingdom the people would “sit down” with the Ancient
Worthies, the thought is of pupils sitting at the feet of
their teachers, or masters. These teachers will comimuni-
cate the “word of the Lord” as they receive it from the
exalted Zion class, and this is evidently what is meant by
the word of the Lord going forth from ‘“Jerusalem.” Be-
sides, we think it quite possible that the visible phase of
the messianic kingdom might have its headquarters in or
near the site of the ancient city of Jerusalem.

New Heavens and Earth

The two phases of the messianic kingdom are also
pictured in the prophecies of the Bible as a “new heavens
and a new earth.” Through the Prophet Isaiah the Lord
said, “Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth....
Be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create: for,
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people:
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her,
nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence an
infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days:
for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner
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being an hundred years old shall be accursed.”—Isa.
65:17-20 :

In vision the Apostle John saw the fulfilment of this
wonderful prophecy. (See Rev. 21:1-4) The ‘“Jerusalem’
which is identified in Isaiah’s prophecy with the new heav-
ens and new earth is seen by John to be the exalted church
class, described as the “bride, the Lamb’s wife.” (Rev. 21:9,
10) The former heaven and- earth, symbolic of Satan’s
social order, is seen to pass away, and then a ‘“new heaven
and a new earth” appear—symbolic, as we have seen, of
the heavenly and earthly phases of the messianic kingdom.

With the new heaven and new earth functioning, and
the “new Jerusalem” established, God’s favor will be
manifested toward the people through this governmental
arrangement, with the result that “there shall he no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there bhe
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”

The symbolisms of the Bible are always appropriate and
fitting. The literal heavens and literal earth bear a certain
relationship to each other which well illustrates the opera-
tion of the spiritual and the earthly phases of the mes-
sianic kingdom. The heavens, for example, control earth’s
tides, atmospheric conditions, and seasons. Just so, the
earthly arrangements of Christ’s new government will be
under the direct influence and control of the spiritual, or
heavenly phase of that government.

This is true also of the present symbolic heavens and
earth. The social and governmental affairs of men have
always been more or less under the influence of spiritual-
istic forces over which Satan has been the prince. (Eph.
2:2) These have frequently exercised their influence
through false religious systems. Indeed, it has been chiefly
through the religious emotions of men and women that
Satan has held control over the world. In this social order
false religion has been the medium, or the connecting
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link, between the “god of this world” and the social and
governmental affairs of the people. One outstanding il-
lustration of this has been in the union of church and
state. Through this system “holy” wars have been fought
and the “holy” inquisition employed to control the people
through fear of torture.

The Apostle Peter, writing of events which would occur
as a result of Christ’s second visit to earth, tells us that
“the heavens and the earth, which are now,...are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment
and perdition [destruction] of ungodly men.” (II Pet. 3:7)
In this same prophecy Peter speaks of the heavens and
earth which were before the Flood as passing away, so we
know that he is not discussing the literal heavens and
earth, for these have never passed away, and never will.
We read in Ecclesiastes 1:4 that “the earth abideth for-
ever”; and in Isaiah 45:18 that God created the earth “not
in vain, he formed it to be inhabited.”

In Peter’s prophecy, speaking again of the destruction
of Satan’s social order, he said that we should be “looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, where-
in the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat,” and adds, “Never-
theless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (II Pet.
3:12,13) Yes, this coming ‘“new heavens and new earth”
will be established in fulfilment of the word or promises
of God; and when the work of this new kingdom is com-
pleted, and the incorrigible and Satan destroyed, then
shall come to pass the promise that ‘“there shall be no
more death.” This is a glorious outlook, and will be the
final result of our Lord’s return, his second visit to earth.

The River of Life

In Revelation 22:1-3 we are presented with another
meaningful symbol, or picture, of the messianic kingdom
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and the blessing which, through its heneficent rule, will
flow out to the people. John wrote, “He showed me a pure
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamh.” Here the kingdom is
symbolically described as ‘“‘the throne of God and of the
Lamb,” the “Lamb” symbolizing the sacrificial aspect of
Jesus’ ministry on behalf of the people, the fact that he
gave his flesh in sacrifice for the life of the world. It is
this sacrifice, providing the redeeming blood of the Lamb,
that makes available the blessings symbolized by the “river
of water of life.”

John sees the tree of life growing by the river, bearing
twelve manner of fruit, and yielding its fruit every month.
This is a meaningful symbol of the fact that through the
two phases of the messianic kingdom health and life will
be provided for all the willing and obedient of mankind.
John wrote that the ‘“leaves” of the symbolic tree of life
will be “for the healing of the nations.” How sorely in
need of healing are the people of all nations today, and
we rejoice that the loving God of heaven, through the re-
turned Christ, has made such a meaningful provision for
them.

Revelation 22:17 again mentions the “water” of this
river of life, and in this text also we are given a wonder-
ful assurance. We quote, “The Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.” Here again the “bride” refers col-
lectively to those who are the faithful followers of the
Master throughout the present era in the divine plan.
Revelation 19:7 speaks of the marriage of the Lamb that
takes place after his “wife hath made herself ready.” The
making ready of the bride class is still in progress, al-
though we believe it will soon be completed. Then, with
these “made ready” ones united with their Lord as his
bride, there will be a bride to say, “Come,...and take
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the water of life freely.”” What an incentive this is for
every follower of Christ to “give diligence” to make his
“calling and election sure.”—II Pet. 1:10, 11

Solving World Problems

With such a kingdom arrangement in force, supported
by divine, miracle-working power, how wonderfully one
after another of earth’s problems will be solved. Take the
problem of war. When the kingdom first begins to func-
tion it will find mankind devastated by the ravages of
various types of warfare, ‘“conventional” and otherwise.
Revolution and anarchy will doubtless have resulted in
chaotic conditions throughout much of the world. In due
time the nations will recognize divine intervention on be-
half of Israel; and being bled to the point of exhaustion
by the dreadful carnage of Armageddon, with their gov-
erniments for the most part overthrown, they will, in this
wilderness of despair, look to the power that defeated
them, and say:

“Comie, and let us go up to the mountain [kingdom] of
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among many
people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall
bheat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up a sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.”—Mic. 4:2,3

How wonderfully simple is this divine solution of the
war problem! It reverses the age-old axiom that in order
to keep the peace the nations must be prepared for war.
It also casts aside the wisdom of fallen man which has de-
vised the theory that through a ‘“balance of power” war
can be averted. It starts, instead, at the very foundation
of the problem with a program of education in the arts
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and advantages of peace instead of war; and thus a genu-
ine disarmament program will be put into effect. Then
will the promises of God pertaining to Jesus as The Prince
of Peace be fulfilled. Then will the angelic message of
‘‘peace on earth, good will toward men,” become a reality.

There is also the economic problem of today. How
serious it is when seventy-five percent of humans go to
bed hungry every night! This problem will be solved in
the kingdom, for then the arrangements will be such that
“every man shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree;
and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the
Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” —Mic. 4:4

The problem of poverty is, and always has been, a
menacing one to millions. The poor, the underprivileged,
have ever been a pathetic group. But these shall no longer
be an army of the hungry and unsheltered, as heretofore,
but will be considered and blessed in that new govern-
ment to come. Concerning this the psalmist wrote, pro-
phetically, “He [Christ] shall judge the poor of the people,
he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break
in pieces the oppressor. . ..For he shall deliver the needy
when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no
helper.”—Ps. 72:4, 12

Population Explosion

One of the serious problems facing the world today is
the population explosion. This is at present one of the
contributing causes of war, for governments are seeking
living room for their expanding numbers of subjects. But
the Lord has provided a solution for this problem also.
First we have the promise that all the waste places of
earth will become habitable and productive. “The desert
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose,” we are told. (Isa.
35:1, 2) Think of all the unused lands in the Americas, in
Australia, in South Africa, etc. With these parts of the
earth made habitable and productive, and available for the
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people, surely there will be no need to shed blood in order
to acquire additional territory.

But there is still another way—a permanent way—in
which the population problem will be solved, and that is
by the removal of man’s power of procreation. When our
first parents were created they were commanded to multi-
ply and fill the earth. It should be observed that once a
sufficient number of humans have been born to fill the
earth, the purpose of this divine command will have been
attained, hence the provision by which it was implemented
will be withdrawn.

Jesus gave a hint along this line when answering a ques-
tion concerning the resurrection. He said that in the resur-
rection the people will “neither marry, nor are given in
marriage.” (Matt. 22:30) In other words, the populating of
the earth was arranged by divine decree, and the process
will be halted when divine wisdom decides that the earth
has been sufficiently filled. Thus there will be no need
for concern along this line for the matter will be adjusted
to the entire satisfaction of all, and to the glory of God.

Environmental Pollution

Closely associated with the population explosion is the
increasing menace of environmental pollution. Naturally,
the greater number of people who live in an area the
greater is the threat of pollution in the air, the water, and
on the land. Governments are doing what they can about
this problem, but human selfishness is hindering the effort
so that progress in solving it is painfully slow. But the
Lord, through the agencies of the messianic kingdom,
will know how to solve this problem also.

Human selfishness has always been a contributing cause
for essentially all the problems of fallen mankind. There
could never be genuine peace and good will in the earth
as long as selfishness plays such an important role in the
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affairs of men. Thank God that under the rulership of
earth’s new government the people will learn the value of
love as against selfishness! Jeremiah 31:31-34 assures us
that during the glad day of the Lord’s kingdom the law of
God, which is the law of love, will be written in the hearts
of the people; and that eventually all are to hecome so
well acquainted with the Lord and his ways of love that
no one will need to say to his neighbor, Know the Lord:
for all shall know him from the least of them unto the
greatest of them.

Death to Be Destroyed

Finally there is the major problem of sickness and
death. Unless this problem is solved the people would
still need to travel through “the valley of the shadow of
death.” In such an event there could be no lasting peace
and happiness anywhere. Every peaceful and happy home
would intermittently be blighted by the dread enemy
Death that now counts its victims by the millions every
year.

Christ, the great solver of human problems, will solve
this one also, for during his reign sickness and death are
to be destroyed. Paul affirms that Christ “must reign, till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death.” (I Cor. 15:25, 26) Isaiah 25:8
declares the Lord will swallow up death in victory, and
will wipe away tears from off all faces.

In solving the problem of death none are to he over-
looked, for even those who have fallen asleep in death
throughout the ages are to “hear his [the Son of man’s]
voice, and shall come forth” from the tomb. (John 5:28,
29) The living room problem having been solved, there will
be an abundance of habitable land to take care of all—the
living and those who will be raised from the dead. This
means that no one will need to lament the fact that
Christ’s kingdom did not come sooner—before father, or
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mother, or other dear ones died, because these will be
restored to life. The power of that blessed One who broke
up funerals at the time of his first visit to earth simply
by restoring the dead to life, will again be exercised, not
on behalf of a limited few, but for the restoration of all
the families of the earth. Hallelujah, what a Savior!

This does not imply universal salvation, for in order to
continue living and to be restored to human perfection it
will be necessary to obey the laws of the messianic king-
dom, and to accept the provision of life through the re-
deeming blood of Christ. Christ in his kingdom role is
referred to in the prophecies as “that Prophet,” and Peter
said, “It shall come to pass, that every soul which will not
hear [obey] that prophet, shall be destroyed from among
the people.”—Acts 3:23

Sunshine over All

Thus it will be that the various problems now plaguing
fallen man will be solved, and this as the increasing light
of the Master’s second presence permeates one after an-
other of the dark places of earth. One of the prophecies
pertaining to the time of Christ’s rulership over the earth
refers to him as “the Sun of Righteousness.” (Mal. 4:2)
And Jesus said that his faithful followers would also
“shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”
(Matt. 13:43) The healing rays of that Sun of Righteous-
ness will continually pour into the sin-sick and wounded
hearts and lives of all mankind. From pole to pole that
“Sun” will shine, and upon every continent and the isles
of the sea the soothing, life-giving powers of that divine
light of the Lifegiver will be felt for good.

The enlightening rays of Christ’s presence will fill the
earth with a knowledge of the glory of God. This means
that all “doctrines of devils,” all nocturnal hallucinations
and superstitions, all human creeds and dogmas, all the
precepts of men by which people are taught to dread God
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rather than love him (Isa. 29:13), all political intrigues,
as well as the thousand and one other evils that have
plagued a dying world, are to be swept away, and re-
placed by a true knowledge of God and of his love.

There will not be a nook or corner any place in the
earth where the light from that glorious “Sun” will not
penetrate. The warmth of its healing rays will assure a
blessed reign of righteousness, and through that rulership
of love and healing light all sin, unrighteousness, sickness,
death, and all sorrow will finally be destroyed. Such is
the ultimate and divine purpose to be accomplished by
Christ’s second visit to the earth. May we rejoice in this
purpose, and continue to pray, ‘“Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”—Matt. 6:10 O

FREE MESSAGES OF COMFORT
FOR THE BLIND

The only satisfactory explanation for the present state of
fear ‘and chaos in the world is to be found in the Bible.
We want to make the message of the Bible available to all,
including the blind. To aid in this effort, 6 LP, 33 RPM
records have been prepared. The topics are:

“God and Reason”

“How God Answers Prayer”

“Why God Permits Evil”

“Life After Death”

“Armageddon—Then World Peace”
Each of these records is sent out on loan free upon
request. Order one, and when you are finished with it,
return it and get another. Let us share with you the
comfort of God’s Word. There is no obligation. Write to:

DAWN BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
East Rutherford New Jersey 07073



Your Questions

Praying for Kings

Paul wrote, “l exhort there-
fore, that, first of all, suppli-
cations, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks, be made
for all men; for kings, and for
all that are in authority.” (1
Tim. 2:1) Does this mean that
Christians should ask the
Lord to bless the rulers of
this ‘world by giving them di-
vine guidance in their exer-
cise of authority over the
people? T

In the following verse Paul
explains what he has in mind.
We quote, “That we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty.”
The Christian is an alien in
the world in which he lives,
and oftentimes the world is
extremely antagonistic. This
was particularly true in Paul’s
day, for he was living in the
pagan Roman world, the au-
thorities of which frequently
persecuted Christians. What
Paul is suggesting is that the
Christians of his day—and
and this would still be true
today—should pray that the
rulers of the world might not

YOUR QUESTIONS

unnecessarily interfere with
and persecute them, that they
might live “a quiet and peace-
able life.”

In other words, Christians
are to make all things which
affect their lives a matter of
prayer, seeking the Lord’s
will in connection with all
their experiences. Paul knew,
and the Scriptures generally
teach, that it is through much
tribulation that Christians
qualify to live and reign with
Christ, and we are to expect
tribulation. However, this does
not imply that we should
pray for persecution and
other forms of tribulation. It
does mean that we are to
seek the Lord’s will in these
matters, with the assurance
that he will give us strength
to bear up under whatever
experiences may come to us,
whether they be peaceful or
otherwise. -

In this admonition Paul ex-
horts that we pray for all
men, whereas Jesus said, “I
pray not for the world.” How-
ever, there is no contradiction
here. What Jesus meant is
that he did not pray for his
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Heavenly Father’s guidance
and blessings upon the unbe-
lieving world. He did pray
for these blessings upon his
disciples, and he prayed, fur-
thermore, that his followers
might be one with him, even
as he and his Father were
one.

Jesus taught his disciples
to pray, “Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven.” (Matt. 6:10)
In reality, this is a prayer on
behalf of *“all men” as Paul
exhorted, for it is through the
kingdom that God’s promised
blessings of joy, health, and
life are to flow out to all
families of the earth. When,
in this broad sense, we pray
for all men, it helps to keep
us reminded of the great ob-
jective of the divine plan, and
the part that we have in it

Paul seems to have had this
broad view of God’s mercy
and love in mind when he ex-
horted us to pray for all men,
for in the next four verses he
says, “For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior; who will
have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge
of the truth. For there is one
God, and one Mediator be-
tween God and men, the man
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Christ Jesus; who gave him-
self a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.”—I Tim.
2:3-6

Spoken by Angels

What was the word “spoken
by angels” as mentioned in
Hebrews 2:2, 3?

Hebrews 2:2,3 reads, “For
if the word spoken by angels
was stedfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience re-
ceived a just recompense of
reward; how shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salva-
tion; which at the first began
to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him.”
Stephen, the martyr, as re-
corded in Acts 7:53, address-
ing the Israelites, informs us
that they had received the
Law “by the disposition of
angels, and have not kept it.”

According to Prof. Strong,
the Greek word here translat-
ed “disposition” means “insti-
tution.” Moses, of course, was
the mediator of the Law Cove-
nant, but from this statement
in Hebrews 2:2,3, and from
Stephen’s observation that the
Law was given “by the dispo-
sition of angels,” it is evident
that Ged’s holy angels had
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something important to do in
¢ nnection with the inaugura-
tn of the Law Covenant.

There are many recorded
instances in the Old Testa-
ment in which an angel or
angels were used to speak
for the Lord. The Ten Com-
mandments were written on
tables of stone by the Lord,
and it might well be that
angels were used as instru-
ments of God in connection
with this writing. As a rule
the ministry of the holy
angels is accomplished in-
visibly so far as humans are
concerned, so it is not pos-
sible for us to know just how
their work is accomplished;
although there are recorded
instances in the Old Testa-
ment in which they material-
ized as humans, such as the
case of the three who visited
Abraham to confirm the fact
that Sarah would bear a child.

During the Gospel Age
these holy angels are “minis-
tering spirits sent forth to
minister to those who shall
be heirs of salvation.” (Heb.
1:14) However, in this age
God speaks to his people
through his Son, not “at the
disposition of angels.” Inthe
general lesson presented by
Paul in the first two chapters

YOUR QUESTIONS

of Hebrews he contrasts the
highly exalted position of
Jesus in the plan of God with
the angels and the service
which they render. He con-
tinues. to do this through
chapter 2, verse 5, where he
states that God has not put
the age to come under sub-
jection to angels. So while in
the past the Law had heen
given by the disposition of
angels, and they are used as
ministering spirits, or guardi-
an angels for God’s people in
this age, Paul does not indi-
cate what their service in the
next age will be, if any.

Not in the Bible

Does not | John 5:7 prove the
doctrine of the trinity? The
text reads, “There are three
that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost: and these three
are one.”

The words in this text, “in
heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost: and
these three are one,” do not
appear in any of the -older
Greek manuscripts. They are
recognized by essentially all
Greek scholars today as being
spurious. 0
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Bible Study

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 6

Concern for Others

MEMORY VERSE: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, longsuffering,

gentleness,

goodness, faith, meekness,

temperance: against such there is no law.”—Galatians 5:22,23

| JOHN 3:11-18, 23,24

THE very essence of true
Christianity is concern for
others. It was God’s concern
for the sinful and dying human
family that motivated him to
give his beloved Son to be the
Redeemer and Savior of man-
kind, It was Jesus’ concern for
humanity that led him to lay
down his life on Calvary’s cross
that all might have an oppor-
tunity to escape from sin’s con-
demnation.

Jesus’ emotional concern was
displayed at the time of
Lazarus’ death. The mourners
were gathered in memory of
their friend, and of course his
sisters, Mary and Martha, were
present, weighted down with
grief. Jesus’ keen sense of per-
ception took in the situation,
and knowing that sadness and
grief has been experienced by
all mankind throughout the
ages, and that it would con-
tinue until his kingdom would
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destroy the Grim Reaper, we
are told that “Jesus wept.”—
John 11:35

Those present noticed this,
and said, “Behold how He loved
him.” (John 11:36) True love is
always aware of the difficulties
and needs of others, and al-
ways ready to do what is pos-
sible to render aid. Jesus’ lov-
ing concern led him to lay
down his life for others, and
daily throughout his ministry
he spent his strength helping
others—healing the sick, and
even raising the dead, as he
did in the case of Lazarus. The
consummation of his loving
service provided the redeeming
merit which guarantees to all
an awakening from death.

While Jesus loved the whole
world of mankind, his chief in-
terest at the time was in his
own disciples, those who had
forsaken all to follow him.
These were the ones who
realized more than did the un-
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believing world just how un-
selfish and self-sacrificing Jesus
was on their behalf; how pa-
tient and kind he was in his
association with them.

Jesus taught his disciples that
he wanted them to display the
same love toward one another.
As John wrote, “This is the
message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love
one another,” (I John 3:11,12)
John reminds us of the oppo-
site of this spirit as exemplified
in Cain, who, instead of loving
his brother Abel, was jealous of
him and slew him,

We are not to marvel if the
world hate us, for we are out
of harmony with the world. But
let us not sink to the moral
level of the world and hate one
another. John wrote, “We know
that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not
his brother abideth in death.
Whosoever hateth his brother is
a murderer: and ye know that
no murderer hath eternal life
abiding in him.”—I John 3:14,15

It will be noticed that in
verse 16 the words “of God”
are in italics. This indicates
that these words do not appear
in the Greek text. The improp-
er insertion of these two words
in the text makes it appear as
though God laid down his life.
But this is not true. It was
Jesus who laid down his life
as a manifestation of godlike
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love, and we should follow in
his steps by laying down our
lives for the brethren.

How do we display this love?
John makes a suggestion: “Who-
so hath this world’s goods, and
seeth his brother -have need,
and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in
him?”? :

As John points out, if we
have the true spirit of loving
service for our brethren we
have this evidence that we are
dwelling in Christ, and that he
is dwelling in us. Let us mani-
fest this love, first because we
have been commanded to do
so, and secondly because we
want to be like Jesus.

Our memory verse reminds
us of the fruitage of the in-
dwelling spirit of God in our
hearts, and what wonderful
fruitage it is—love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, meekness, and temper-
ance, or self-control. There is
no law against bearing this
fruit of the Spirit.

QUESTIONS
How was the concern of God
and of Jesus demonstrated

toward 'mankind?

Who during the Gospel Age
have been the chief concern of
Jesus?

How does a Christian display
his concern for others?



LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13

The Demands of the Committed Life

MEMORY VERSE: “For it is'beﬂer, if the will of God be so,
that ye suffer for well-doing, than for evil-doing.”—I! Peter 3:17

JOHN 15:18-20

! PETER 3:13-17

TIHIE Apostle Peter wrote, “Be-
ioved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto
vou: hut rejoice, inasmuch as
ve are partakers of Christ’s suf-
ferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may bhe
glad also with exceeding joy.”
(I Pet. 4:12,13) One of the
privileges of the committed
Chrigtian life is to suffer and
die with Christ.

It is true that the ultimate
purpose of Jesus in coming in-
to the world was to establish
peace and joy ~among the
people of all nations, but this
objective is not attained dur-
ing the Gospel Age period of
the divine plan. Jesus did not
establish his kingdom of peace
at the heginning of the age. In-
stead, he began the selection
from the world of mankind of
a “little flock” who, upon their
willingness to suffer and die
with him, would prove worthy
to live and reign with him in
his kingdom. Not until the se-
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lection of this little company is
complete will Christ’s kingdom
of peace be established in the

earth, and manifest itself, ul-
timately destroying all evil,
even death itself.

When sending his disciples

out into the ministry he said
to them, “Think not that I am
come tc send peace on earth: I
came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to set a
man at variance against his fa-
ther, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter-
in-law against her mother-in
law. And a man’s foes shall be
they of his own household.”—
Matt. 10:34, 35

Neither Jesus, nor those who
serve as his witnesses, deliber-
ately  stir up strife within a
home. This statement is merely
reminding us of that which has
been experienced throughout
the age; namely, that when the
Gospel is proclaimed not all
who hear it respond, and that
there is no assurance that all
in a given familly will respond.
It often happens that but a
single one in the family is
drawn to the Lord by the Gos-
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pel of the kingdom, and it also
is often true that those who do
not respond bz2come persecu-
tors of those who do.

And this is true in the world
as a whole. This is the reason
that a devoted Christian en-
counters opposition and- perse-
cution from the world. But
Jesus comforted us in this, say-
ing, “If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before
it hated you.—John 15:18

Jesus was hated by the re-
ligious world of his day be-
cause he exposed popular er-
rors and proclaimed unpopular
truths. Even the religious lead-
ers would not have persecuted
Jesus if he had refrained from
proclaiming his Father’s Word
among the people. He exposed
“the traditions of the elders,”
wherein they were wrong and
pointed out how those traditions
were being used as substitutes
for his Father’s words which
had been given through the
prophets. (Matt. 15:2,6) They
hated Jesus for this because it
tended to destroy their prestige
among tlie people.

But these experiences worked
“good” for Jesus, and they will
for us, as Peter wrote, “Who is
he that will harm you, if ye be
followers of that which is
good?” From the human stand-
point it might seem that Jesus’
enemies harmed. him. Certainly
they caused him a great deal
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of suffering. They beat him,
spat upon him, placed a crown
of thorns upon his head, and
put him to death on the cross.
But this merely tested the faith
and loyalty of the Master. As a
new creature he was not
harmed, for on the third day
he was raised from the dead
and highly exalted to the right
hand of God.

The same principle holds
true with us in our suffering;
that is, if, as our memory verse
states, our suffering is because
of our doing good, as it was in
the case of Jesus. Our suffer-
ings are likewise proving our
faith and endurance, and if we
endure stedfast unto the end
we too, in the “first resurrec-
tion,” will be exalted, as Jesus
wag, and will have the privilege
of living and reigning with
Christ a thousand years.

~ After pointing out the privi-
lege of doing good and suffer-
ing for it, Peter adds, “For
Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to
God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit.” What a blessed privi-
lege we have of suffering as
Jesus suffered!

QUESTIONS

When will Jesus establish
peace on earth?

Meanwhile, what is the di-

vine plan for Jesus’ followers?
25



LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20

®bserving Christmas in Christian IWaps

MEMORY VERSE: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”—John 1:14

JOHN 1:9-18

THE caption of our lesson im-
plies the possibility of Christ-
mas being observed in un-Chris-
tian ways, and we know that
this is actually the case. Com-
merciallsm has entered into the
observance of Jesus’ birth to a
lamentable degree, a commer-
cialism which has stooped even
to the feature of liquor as a
part of Christian festivities.
Consider the deaths on the
highway over the Christmas
holiday period due to drunken
drivers.

It is also important to under-
stand why the birth of Jesus is
such an important milestone in
the outworking of the divine
plan of salvation, and we have
some of the truths pertaining
to this brought to our attention
in our lesson. The very first
verse of the lesson presents a
glorious truth concerning Jesus;
namely, that he is “the true
Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.”

In the nearly two thousand
yvears since Jesus was born, a
few have been enlightened by
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the glorious Gospel of the king-
dom which he proclaimed, but
by comparison with the world
population as a whole, this num-
ber has been very small indeed.
However, the promise still
stands that Jesus, as the true
Light, will yet enlighten every
man that cometh into the
world. This will be accomplished
during his messianic kingdom
reign, when even the dead will
be awakened to be enlightened,
and given an opportunity to
believe, - obey, and live. We
should remember this when we
observe the birth of Jesus.

The religious world of Jesus’
day did not recognize who he
was, nor did the nation of Is-
rael accept him: “He came un-
to his own, and his own re-
ceived him not. But as many
as received him [individually],
to them gave he power to be-
come the sons of God.” (John
1:12) Thus is pointed out the
beginning of the selection of
those who, in the messianic
kingdom, will live and reign
with Christ. Throughout the
age, Gentile believers have been
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added to this company. This
has been the work of the age,
beginning with the coming of
Jesus. Not until this work is
completed will there be peace
on earth. -

“The Word was made flesh”
Jesus did not assume a body of
flesh. He was “made” flesh.
The purpose of this was that
he might give his flesh for the
life of the world. (John 1:14;
6:51, Heb. 2:9) Jesus’ birth
would have been to no avail so
far as the redemption and the
recovery of the race from sin
and death is concerned uniess
he sacrificed his humanity as a
“ransom,” a  ‘“corresponding
price,” thus taking the place
of Adam and his race in death.
Let us remember this also when
we observe the birth of Jesus.

“We beheld his glory,” John
writes. This was not a heaven-
ly glory, but an earthly glory.
It is the earthly glory referred
to in Paul’s quotation from the
psalms concerning the original
creation of man: “Thou madest
him a little lower than the
angels; thou crownedst him
with glory and honor.”—Heb.
2:7 .

Jesus was born into the world
perfect, even as Adam was per-
fect when he was created. No
wonder John was impressed,
and said, “(We beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.” No one on
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earth since Eden, except the
generation of John’s day, has
ever beheld a perfect human.

John compares the giving of
the Law by Moses with the
coming of Jesus, and points out
the difference in meaning:
“For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ” The
Law had its place in the out-
working of the divine plan. For
one thing, it demonstrated the
need of a Redeemer, as it
proved that no one could gain
life by keeping it.

But it was the coming of
Jesus that opened the grace of
God in its fulness, and began
to reveal the great truths con-
cerning the life provided by
God’s love through the gift of
his beloved Son. Not until the
close of the thousand-year reign
of Christ will the fulness of
this blessed thought be fully
appreciated by all mankind.
Not until then will the Heaven-
ly Father’s glorious character
be fully revealed as a result of
the birth, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Let us rejoice as
we keep this thought in mind.

QUESTIONS

Can we properly observe
Jesus’ birth unless we know its
significance in the plan of God?

What are some of the thoughts
we can, with profit, keep in
mind in connection with the
birth of Jesus?
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27

All of Life for Christ

MEMORY VERSE: “For God hath not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.’””

PHILIPPIANS 3:7-16
THE terms of Christian disciple-
ship are very exacting, and in-
volve the devoting of all that
one has, even life itself, to the
Lord. The Apostle Paul under-
stood this, and in him we have
a wonderful example of what
it really means to be a faithful
follower of Christ. Paul was an
outstanding figure in the Jew-
ish community. As he says, he
was “an Hebrew of the He-
brews”; and ‘“as touching the
law, a Pharisee.” Writing fur-
ther, he said, “Concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touch-
ing the righteousness which is
in the law, blameless.”>—Phil.
3:5,6

But Paul knew that this high
standing among his own people
was of little or no value, com-
pared with knowing Christ and
being associated with him in
the outworking of the divine
plan; or, as he put it, “What
things were gain to me, those
I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus
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—H Timothy 1:7

my Lord: for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ.”

Paul wanted to “win Christ,
and be found in him,” not de-
pending on his own righteous-
ness. In Romans 8:1 he writes
that there is no condemnation
to those “who are in Christ
Jesus.” The reason for this is
that those in Christ, as mem-
bers of his body, are covered
by the robe of his rightcous-
ness. This righteousness is ob-
tained on the basis of a demon-
strated faith; demonstrated, that
is, by works—the works of a
life fully dedicated to the doing
of God’s will.

Paul also wanted to know the
power of Christ’s resurrection.
He speaks of this power as “the
exceeding greatness of his pow-
er to us-ward who believe, ac-
cording to the working of his
mighty power, which he wrought
in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the
heavenly places.” (Eph. 1:19,20)
Paul knew that the power or
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strength of the Lord was avail-
able to assist him as he laid
down his life in the divine serv-
ice; and he also knew that if
he was faithful the mighty pow-
er which raised Jesus from tlke
dead would also lift him out
of death in due time, and exalt
him to be together with Jesus
in the heavenlies.

Paul also wanted to realize
“the fellowship of hls suffer-
ings,” and be “made conform-
able unto his death,” knowing
that only thus could he “attain
unto the resurrection of the
dead.” Paul had served and
suffered much, and even while
writing these words he was in
prison in Rome hecause of his
faithfulness in proclaiming the
Gospel of Christ. But he was
not discouraged, he wanted to
continue in the same way of
suffering, even unto death.

While Paul felt that he had
not yet attained, he neverthe-
less did say, “I press toward
the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.” The Christian’s “call-
ing” is indeed a “high” one. It
is to glory, and honor, and im-
mortality. (Rom. 2:7) It is a
“heavenly calling.” (Heb. 3:1) It
is a calling to joint-heirship
with Jesus in his millennial
kingdom, to live and reign with
him in the blessing of all the
families of the earth.

The lesson continues, “Let us
therefore, as many as be per-

BIBLE STUDY

fect. be thus minded.” This
does not refer to perfection in

* the flesh, but the ideal outlook

on the Christian life, and what
it is that we are endeavoring
to accomplish. Paul admonishes
his brethren in Christ to “walk
by the same rule” and to “mind
the same thing.” There is no
other rule for the Christian to
followw and be pleasing to the
Lord. And let us indeed “mind
the same thing,” which is that
“one thing” which Paul said
was the great effort of his
whole consecrated life.

The Christian life should be,
because of our faith in the
Lord’s overruling care, a very
joyful one. But it is difficult
also. Suffering and persecution
are involved. And if we are
truly faithful there is weariness
in the service. But we do not
need to fear. Satan may try to
discourage us through fear; but
let us remember that fear does
not come. from the Lord.

In this connection, how won-
derful is our mmemory verse!
Instead of giving us fear, the
Lord gives us “the spirit . . .
of power, and of love, and of
a sound mind.” One of the evi-
dences of a sound mind is
faithfulness in laying down our
lives in the Lord’s service.
QUESTIONS

Name the principal terms of
Christian discipleship.

What was the “one thing”
which consumed Paul’s life?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

Supériority of the Original
Abrahamic Covenant

THE Scriptures mention three great covenants, typified by
the three wives of Abraham. These covenants are repre-
sented in the order of those wives. Sarah was the first
wife of Abraham—the only acknowledged wife. Then came
Hagar, Sarah’s maid-servant; and later Keturah. Sarah and
Hagar each had one son, but Keturah had six. The Scrip-
tures show that Abraham made Isaac his heir (Gen. 25:5),
and that through Isaac both Ishmael and the sons of Ketu-
rah received their portion. The fact that Ishmael was born
before Isaac did not alter the fact that Isaac was the heir.

From the very beginning, the covenant which God had
in mind was the one which is in operation in the church—
the Abrahamic Promise, or Covenant. St. Paul declares
(Gal. 3:8) that God preached the Gospel to Abraham in
advance, saying, ‘“In thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3; 28:14) The
same apostle also shows that the original Abrahamic Cove-
nant mentions two seeds, represented in the statement, “I
will multiply thy seed (1) as the stars of heaven, and (2) as
the sand which is upon the sea shore.” (Gen. 22:17) As
Abraham here typified God, the promise shows two classes
developed as God’s children——(1) Christ and the church,
on the spirit plane; and (2) the restitution class of mankind,
on the human plane.
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St. Paul refers to these two seeds in. Romans 4:16, 17,
the one developed under faith, and the other under law
and works. The first, the spiritual seed, has been in process
of development during this Gospel Age. The second, the
seed according to the flesh, the restitution class (with the
exception of the Ancient Worthies, developed previous to
the Gospel Age), will be developed under the New Cove-
nant and by its Mediator, according to law and works, and
not by faith merely.

The Law Covenant, made at Sinai, was a type of the New
Covenant, and had for its mediator Moses, the man of God.
This covenant brought nothing to perfection, however, for
its mediator, as well as the people, was imperfect. St. Paul
explains that Israel, typified by Ishmael, did not receive
the blessing, but that The Christ received it. Later, how-
ever, Israel is to receive a blessing, as the apostle points
out; and that blessing will be brought by the New Cove-
nant, after the glorification of the church.

The question naturally arises, If the Abrahamic Cove-
nant contained the divine promise to the full, both for the
church and for the world, why did God arrange for two
other covenants; namely, the Law Covenant, instituted at
Mount Sinai with Israel, and having Moses for its mediator,
and the New Covenant, which is to follow, and under
which the whole world is to be blessed?

Purpose of the Added Covenants

We answer that these two covenants were added to fur-
ther elucidate the divine purpose, and to help us to ap-
preciate the operation of divine love and justice.

(1) The Law Covenant was added to the Abrahamic
Promise, or Covenant, as St. Paul explains, to fill up the
time until the promised Seed should come, to whom the
covenant applied, and this was necessary because of -sin,

© ' (Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31)

that the high divine standard for the seed might be shown.
The Law Covenant with Israel rendered this veéry service;
for it set up the standard which approved Jesus and con-
demned all others. It also helped to develop the Jewish
nation toward God and.righteousness, and to fit and pre-
pare some of them for the glorious high calling of the
Gospel Age, which ultimately came to them, inviting them
to divine favor ‘and joint-heirship with Messiah in the mil-
lennial kingdom.

The Law Covenant also provided certain typical transac-
tions and prophecies, which have been very beneficial to
spiritual Israel during this Gospel Age, illustrating to us
in these types and shadows of the law, and enunciating to
us in the prophecies of the Old Testament, various matters
appertaining to the blessing of the church during this age,
and that of the world during the next age.

(2) Through the New Covenant—the second addition to
the original, Abrahamic Covenant—the world is to get all
of its blessings and favors of restitution. This New (Law)
Covenant has not yet been inaugurated; for the Mediator
who is to inaugurate it, and to cause its blessings to reach
every member of Adam’s race during the Millennial Age,
has not yet been completed. This New Covenant will be in-
augurated in the end of this Gospel Age, and its work will
embrace the entire period of the Millennium.

Jesus, our Redeemer and Head, is the appointed Medi-
ator of the New Covenant by virtue of the merit of his
own sacrifice at Calvary. He could have sealed it and be-
gun at once its operation, had not the Father “provided
some better thing for US” (the church, the bride of Christ,
whom God foreknew as Jesus’ members), than for the
Ancient Worthies. This is the mystery—that the Gospel
Age has been devoted to the development of the body of
the Mediator.—Eph. 3:3-6; Col. 1.:27
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The Children of the Oath

The Scriptures clearly show that our Lord was the Mes-
siah, the long-promised seed of Abraham. (Luke 1:32, 33,
55, 72-74; 2:11; John 1:41; 4:25,26) ‘“The church, which is
his body,” is also developed under the original Abrahamic
Covenant, which God bound with an oath. St. Paul calls it
“the hope set before us, which we have as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into
that within the veil.” (Heb. 6:13-20) Again, he says to the
church, “Ye, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of
the promise.” (Gal. 4:28) The church are the children of
the oath.

Our begetting promise, through Christ, to the new na-
ture, is very different from that by which the Jews were
constituted the house of servants, and wholly different
from those promises by which restored Israel and all the
families of the earth will be brought to human perfection
through restitution processes, as children of the Keturah,
or New Covenant. Since our Lord was developed under the
Abrahamic Covenant, the church also must be developed
under that covenant; for the spiritual seed cannot be the
child of two mothers. It is written, “In Isaac shall thy seed
be called.”—Gen. 21:12

The New Covenant Everlasting

It is very evident that the world does not enter into New
Covenant relationship with God individually at the begin-
ning of the Millennial Age, and will do so only at the end
of that age. Throughout that period, the matter will be
strictly and solely in the hands of the Mediator. During
that time he will uplift mankind, and make them individu-
ally and collectively (as many as are willing) worthy of
God’s everlasting life and blessing. So then, we see clearly
that the end of the Millennial Age will be the end of the
mediatorship of Christ, and will mean the personal and in-
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dividual New Covenant relationship of each one of the
world.

There is another view, however, which should have our
consideration, and that is this: the same New Covenant
that starts with the beginning of the Millennial Age will
continue through all eternity. There is not to be an addi-
tional New Covenant at the end of the thousand years of
Christ’s reign. This New Covenant will be operated, not
directly between God and man, but through the Mediator.
In this covenant, God agrees that he will remember the
sins and iniquities of the world no more; that he will have
nothing against them, and that they may have his bless-
ings the same as though they were personally received of
himself. They will be received through their representa-
tive, The Mediator, The Christ.

The whole world during the Millennijal reign will be in
covenant relationship with God, in exactly the same way
that Israel was in covenant relationship with God—through
the Mediator. The Law Covenant persisted after Moses
died. So this New Covenant will continue after Christ shall
have finished his work. The whole world will be under that
covenant arrangement. But before God finally accepts
them, he will give them a test to see how many of them
will be found worthy of everlasting life. Hence the test at
the close of the thousand years is a test by Jehovah, a test
to prove the worthiness of each to enter into everlasting
covenant relationship with him. They will not be tested as
a nation or as a race, but each individual must estahlish
his own right to this covenant relationship—a New Cove-
nant relationship in that the original, similar relationship
was vitiated by father Adam’s disobedience.

Throughout the thousand years of Messiah’s reign, he
as the Mediator has absolute control of the whole human
family. His law and his arrangements, in full harmony with
those of Jehovah, will be the ones that will be operative.
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They will be more favorable than any arrangement
Jehovah could directly make; for mankind being imperfect,
would be incapable of perfect thoughts and words and
deeds for awhile, and Jehovah’s law cannot recognize sin
in any degree.

The Mediator will have mankind fully under his control
and regulations for the purpose of uplifting all who will.
This will include the right, also, to destroy in the second
death any who will not obey. He can exercise the full pow-
ers of an autocrat in the matter. No one will have any
authority but himself. The Son having bought the world,
he will be an autocrat for those thousand years. The king-
dom will be a reign of compulsion. This will be necessary
for the correction of the world in righteousness, with a
view to their perfecting.

A Full Trial Guaranteed to All

The Scriptures are clear in their declaration that God
has purposed from the beginning that mankind shall have
another, an individual, trial for everlasting life, wholly
free from the first trial. Provision has been made for this,
so that Justice can sanction the arrangement. To this end,
Christ tasted ‘“death for every man.” He “gave himself a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” The due time
for some is in the present age. The due time for others
will be in the Messianic Age.

Those who die during the thousand years of Christ’s
reign will be those only who will have had a full trial. They
will be those who remain unconverted, those whose wills
are not right. But God purposes that none shall perish be-
cause of ignorance, misunderstanding. Therefore God has
made full provision for the enlightenment of all (I Tim.
2:3-6), and that all who will be obedient shall be saved;
and this full opportunity will be brought to all through
Christ’s kingdom.
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If, under the messianic reign, some will die a hundred
years old, who are still imperfect, not fully restored to
perfection, how can such be said to have had a full trial?
The answer is that God’s arrangement for every member
of the race is that Christ in his mediatorial kingdom will
help them out of their fallen condition, if they will. The
condition required is that they shall accept and seek to
obey the divine will. After coming to a clear knowledge of
the truth, all such will be helped out of their weaknesses,
allowance being made for all their failures through imper-
fection. But those who would sin wilfully under such
knowledge and opportunity, would do the same if they had
full knowledge and ability.

This last class are spoken of as angels, or messengers,
of Satan and sin; for whoever wilfully and intelligently sins
against the divine arrangement is of Satan’s spirit. All who
develop such disobedient wills shall go into second death.
There is nothing further for them. The whole plan of sal-
vation is with a view to rescuing those who with knowledge
and opportunity will be glad to come into harmony with
God and to walk in the ways of truth and righteousness.

The Three Great Covenants in Brief

As heretofore stated, the Abrahamic Covenant is first in
order of time and importance. This covenant has two parts.
The first applies to the spiritual seed of Abraham, The
Christ, Head and body—the antitype of Isaac, or, in an-
other figure, of Isaac and Rebecca. These are the seed of
Abraham—the seed of promise—not fleshly, but spiritual.

The second part of the covenant applies to the world of
mankind—*“all the families of the earth.” These are to be
blessed by the spiritual Seed with an opportunity of be-
coming Abraham’s natural seed, and heirs, with him, of
the earth and the fulness thereof. The conditions upon
which they may obtain God’s favor, and a restitution to
all that was lost, are that they shall exercise faith, and
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render obedience to the divine provision which will be
represented in Messiah’s kingdom, when it shall be in-
augurated.

The Seed of Abraham—Jesus and the church—is the
legitimate heir of this Abrahamic Covenant, wholly regard-
less of the Law Covenant which was made with Israel at
Sinai, or of the New Law Covenant that is to be made with
Israel at the close of the Gospel Age.

This Abrahamic Covenant has no mediator; but the Law
Covenant had Moses for its mediator, and the New Law
Covenant will have Messiah, the spiritual heir of the Abra-
hamic Covenant, as its Mediator.

The Abrahamic Covenant needs no mediator; for there
are no terms and conditions upon which to base a media-
tion. In it God merely declared his purpose to find a seed
of Abraham, by certain selective processes of his own, and
to bless and honor this Seed in connection with the re-
mainder of mankind. This especially selected Seed of Abra-
ham, as the apostle points out, is Christ and the church—
God’s elect.—Gal. 3:8, 16, 29; Rom. 8:29, 30

God’s Selection of the Spiritual Seed

God has taken certain steps whereby he is making a se-
lection of those worthy and pleasing to him, to constitute
this messianic company. His arrangement for finding these
is shown by the scripture which, referring to this call of
the Gospel Age to membership in that Seed of Abraham,
says, “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have
made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” (Ps. 50:5) This
covenant of sacrifice of the human will, and of all the
rights and privileges and liberties of the flesh, proves a
most drastic test, and demonstrates to the Lord the very
peculiar people whom he desires to be the spiritual Seed
by renouncing the flesh and all its rights and liberties—
even unto death.
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The Head of this Seed is the portion which contains the
life for the entire body. All the members added to him
needed, first of all, to he justified by his merit. These
were not justified under the Law Covenant, which made
nothing perfect; nor were they justified under the New
Covenant, for it is not yet completed. But the blood which
by and by will be effective for the sealing -of the New Law
Covenant for Israel and the world, is effective now, in ad-
vance, for the justification of those accepted as the body
of the Mediator. This is possible because these body mem-
bers were selected from the same human family as the rest
of mankind. Therefore the blood which by and by is to
seal and make operative the New Covenant to the world,
is the same blood, or merit of Christ, which justifies freely
all those now called to be saints, and joint-heirs of Jesus.

Second and Third Covenants—Type and Antitype

The second covenant, in order of time, was the Law
Covenant. (Exod. 19:3-8) This was an addition to the Abra-
hamic Covenant, which addition could not interfere with
the original covenant. It was typical. It had a typical medi-
ator, typical sacrifices of bulls and goats, a typical Atone-
ment Day, a typical Holy and Most Holy.

The third and last is the New Law Covenant, to be in-
stituted in the future. (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-13) This can-
not set aside, or make null or void, the original Abrahamic
Covenant of grace, any more than could the Law Covenant
of Sinai. The New Law Covenant cannot be introduced,
sealed, made operative, until the Abrahamic Covenant
shall have brought forth the seed of Abraham and invested
him with glory, honor, and divine majesty. Then this anti-
typical Moses, The Christ complete, Head and body, will
mediate between God and the world of mankind for a
thousand years. ' ,

The basis of this New Covenant’s blessings will be the
merit of Messiah; but this merit will not be presented on
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behalf of the world, or to seal the New Covenant for natur-
al Israel and mankind, in order to the restitution bless-
ings, until first the entire Seed of Abraham, Head and
body, shall have been completed; and it cannot he com-
pleted until all the sacrificing has been finished. The sac-
rifice of the Head was finished eighteen centuries ago, and
was typified by the bullock, in the Atonement-Day sacri-
fices of Israel. The sacrifice of the consecrated church, his
members, who have been accepted by him, has been going
on now for eighteen centuries, and was typified by the
goat, in the sacrifices of the same Day of Atonement.

Not until the Messiah shall have finished all of his sac-
rificial work of the Gospel Age, not until the last member
shall, under his hand, have passed from the earthly condi-
tion of membership to the heavenly condition, will the
sufferings of The Christ be finished; will the sufferings
which he left behind be filled up; and not until then will
he usher in the blessings of the messianic' kingdom. And
those blessings will be secured to mankind by the great
Mediator’s applying the merit of his sacrifice on their be-
half.—R. 5300 |

s .

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

NOVEMBER 5—“Having an High
Priest over the house of God,

27 (Z. ’04-89 Hymn App. 0)
NOVEMBER 19-—“Let us watch

let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith.”
—Hebrews 10:21,22 (Z. °00-170
Hymn 293)

NOVEMBER 12—“Be not faith-
less, but believing.”—John 20:
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and be sober.”—I Thessalonians
5:6 (Z. ’02-239 Hymn 197)

NOVEMBER 26—“And the Lord
said unto Moses, What is that
in thine hand?”’—Exodus 4:2
(Z: °01-348 Hymn 154)
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Enduring unto the End

“Ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the promise,”
~—Hebrews 10:32

THE Greek word here translated “promise” is the same as
that used in chapter 6, verse 15, of the same epistle, where
Paul tells us that Abraham, after he had “patiently en-
dured,” obtained the “promise.” God made a promise to
Abraham before this, even as he has made promises to
the church; but after he endured Abraham received some-
thing more real than the mere statement of a coming
blessing through his seed; that is, the guarantee that the
oathbound covenant made with him by the Lord would be
fulfilled.

The apostle declares that we have need of patience,
that after we have “done the will of God” we might also
receive the promise. This can properly be understood to
mean that after our consecration the Lord tests us for
awhile, and, enduring these tests, we then receive a con-
firmation of the divine promises; a sealing by the Holy
Spirit of promise. Not that the Lord then makes special
promises to us which did not apply from the time of our
consecration, but rather, that after we have endured cer-
tain tests, and have successfully passed through some of
the heat of battle, we realize that there is a greater cause
for full assurance of faith that we will be able, by divine
grace, to “endure unto the end.”

A king in Israel said, “Let not him that girdeth on his
harness boast himself as he that putteth it off.” (I Kings
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20:11) And it is true that not until we have endured faith-
fully even unto death, having fought the good fight and
kept the faith unto the very end, will we receive the full
fruition of our hopes. The Master said, “Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life,” (Rev.
2:10) and there are no short-cuts by which we can reach
the goal and receive the crown. We must follow the Cap-
tain all the way into death, enduring cheerfully as he en-
dured, else we will not receive the complete fulfilment of
the promise.

The words of our text seem to have been peculiarly ap-
propriate to the Hebrew Christians. Apparently at the
time this epistle was written they were not enduring as
faithfully as they should have been. In chapter five the
apostle explains that they had been in the truth long
enough to have made much further progress than was
evidenced by them; that by now they should have heen
teachers. But instead of this they had need that even the
first principles of the oracles of God should be taught to
them again. It is regrettable when any Christian loses sight
of the importance of the first principles of the Gospel.

Again, in the beginning of the second chapter of this
epistle, there is a hint that possibly the Hebrews had to
some extent “let these things slip.” At any rate, chapter
6:1 indicates that they needed to lay again the foundations
of the truth; and the apostle warned them that it was un-
profitable to be so lax in holding the position gained that
they should need, over and over again, to lay the great
foundations of the Gospel.

“Let us go on to perfection,” continued the apostle.
Surely Paul did not mean that they were to leave the
foundation as though they had no further use for it.
Rather, as he indicates in chapter 5:12, they had need of
the foundation. But he did want them to use the first
principles of the Gospel as a foundation upon which to
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build a superstructure of faith that would stand the trials
and storms that must come upon all who would follow the
Master. Toward the end of the 6th chapter the apostle re-
veals the state of “perfection,” or the ideal condition of a
Christian, as being one in which the soul is anchored by
“the hope set before us” in the oathbound covenant with
Abraham,

As Abraham obtained that oathbound covenant after he
had endured, so we need to endure and, through endur-
ance, obtain the promise. “Hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering,” is another of the admonitions of
this epistle. (ch. 10:23) If we waver we are not properly
enduring. If we have wavered, then we should take the
apostle’s advice given a few verses later in the chapter
(32-39), and seek to return to the blessings enjoyed in
“the former days” when we first learned of the truth, and
knew that it was the truth, and were rejoicing in all the
rich assurances of the Lord which he gave to his people
through the truth.

While the Scriptures speak of progress through the
truth, and the light of our pathway becoming brighter—
which should be true in the experiences of every Chris-
tian—they also lay great stress upon being rooted and
grounded, and anchored, and holding fast, and not letting
these things slip. All of these expressions, from one stand-
point or another, emphasize the importance of endurance.
We are not to be “tossed about with every wind of doc-
trine,” nor should we allow ourselves to be swept off our
feet, as it were, by the allurements of the world, the flesh,
or the Devil.

Satan will endeavor in every possible way to turn us
aside from the narrow way. He will attempt to ensnare us
with “new light.” If he can, he will see to it that we he-
come overcharged with the cares of this life, and the de-
ceitfulness of riches. He will attempt to trip us up through
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the weaknesses of our flesh, or discourage us through per-
secution. To withstand all his onslaughts, we will need to
put on the whole armor of God, and to keep it on. Yea,
that armor of truth will need to become a very part of us,
if we are to be able to endure all the way to the end. Let
us resolve with Paul that we will not be “of them who
draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul.”—ch. 10:39 ]
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The British Section

The Divine Plan

THE Apostle Paul speaks of
the reign of sin and death.
(Rom. 5:17, 21) This “reign”—
this condition of universal
control of the human family
under these two great twin
evils—began, as Bible believ-
ers know, when our first
parents were driven from
their Eden home. The account
tells us that after the close
of the sixth creative day, in-
stead of continuing the earth-
ly creation until the whole
earth had reached a paradise
condition, the Lord prepared
only a little corner “eastward
in Eden” as an earthly para-
dise, where he placed the per-
fect pair. (Gen. 2:8) The evi-
dences of man’s failure after
a brief trial are seen all
around us in the reign of sin
and death. But the Apostle
Paul, in his beautiful, force-
ful, and logical way, tells us
of God’s plan for human sal-
vation and recovery, secured
through the ransom.

46

Paul explains that, “If by
the ftrespass of one [Adam]
the many [all mankind] died,
much more did the grace of
God, and the gift by the grace
of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abound unto the many.” (Rom.
5:15, R.V.) Paul here, of
course, speaks of things that
are not as though they were.
The gift of life provided by
God’s grace has not yet
abounded unto the many. But
as soon as the church is com-
plete, “the many [who] died”
through Adam will be offered
—under the favorable condi-
tions of Messiah’s kingdom—
God’s gift of life. It will in-
deed abound unto many. “And
not, as through one that
sinned, so is the gift.” (vs. 16,
R,V.) In other words, the
condemnation which came
through Adam does not oper-
ate in exactly the same way
as the blessings which come
through the Redeemer:

“For the judgment came of
one offense unto condemna-
tion, but the free gift [is of-
fered in spite] of many tres-
passes unto justification.”—
Verse 16, R. V.
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“For if by the trespass of
the one, death reigned through
the one; much more shall
they that ‘receive the abun-
dance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness reign in
life through the One, Jesus
Christ.”—Verse 17, R. V.

Conybeare and Howson’s
translation renders this verse:
“For if the reign of death
was established by one man,
through the sin of him alone;
far more shall the reign of
life be established in those
who receive the overflowing
fulness of the free gift of
righteousness by the one man
Jesus Christ.”

Continuing with verses 18
and 19, R.V., we read: “So
then as through one trespass
the judgment came unto all
men to condemnation [to a
judgment - of condemnation];
even so through one act of
righteousness [the faithful giv-
ing, on the part of the Re-
deemer, ' of a perfect sacri-
fice], the free gift came [will,
in due time] unto all men un-
to justification of life.”

“For as through the one
man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners [through
the law of heredity this has
been unavoidable], even so
through the obedience of the

BRITISH SECTION

One shall the many be made
righteous.” The influence of
Messiah’s kingdom will be as
strong . toward righteousness
and truth as were the influ-
ences of the god of this world
[Satan]” toward error and. un-
righteousness. .

The grandly logical reason-
ing of these verses—and noth-
ing more forcible and con-
vincing is necessary—shows
us how the all-important and
fundamental doctrine of the
divine plan must be under-
stood, and how the great
atonement for sin operates.
All men were involved in the
fall and condemnation to
death; and all men are equal-
ly involved in the redemption
and its consequent blessing
through an awakening f{rom
death—*“every man in his own
order.”—I Cor. 15:21-23

In John 5:28,29 the Master
states the ‘“order” of the res-
urrection. Those. who have
done ‘“good,” he says, will
come forth from the sleep of
death to a “resurrection of
life.” This refers particularly
to the church class selected
from the world during the
present Gospel age. These, in
the resurrection, are exalted
to “glory and honor and im-
mortality”—the highest form-
of life.—Rom. 2:7
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Theirs will be a position on
the “right hand” of our Lord.
(Matt, 25:33,34) It is concern-
ing these that the Revelator
wrote, “Blessed and holy is
he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the sec-
ond death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign
with. .him a thousand years.”
—Rev, 20:6

But those who have done
“good” are not the only ones
to be awakened from death.
The others, Jesus said, would
come forth to a resurrection
“of judgment,” unfortunately
translated “damnation” in the
King James Version. (John 5:
29) In the Greek it is the word
krisis, which has a similar
meaning to our English word
“crisis.” For instance, we
speak of a fever reaching a
crisis on the seventh or four-
teentlh day. We know that at
a certain point a crisis will be
reached, and the patient will
take a turn for the better or
for the worse.

This is exactly the thought
contained in John 5:29. The
vast majority of the children
of Adam, condemned in him
and redeemed by Christ, have
thus. far failed of divine ap-
proval. But the Master tells us
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they are to have an awaken-
ing from death. They are to
come forth to an experience
wherein there will be a crisis.

During the millennial king-
dom they will be privileged to
come to an “accurate knowl-
edge of the truth.” (I Tim. 2:
4, Diaglott) Being possessed
of that intellectual under-
standing, theirs is to be a res-
urrection, a “raising up” as
human beings tc full perfec-
tion of the human nature
from which the whol. race
fell, reprcsentalively in (he
person of Adam, involving a
trial or test.

In that thousand-year day
or trial, a turning point will
be reached in the case of cach
one. By the end of the-thou-
sand years they will have tak-
en their places either on the
right hand, in a position of
favor with earth’s great King
as his “sheep,” or on the left
hand of disfavor as “goats”—
stubborn, self-willed, still in
some ways not submitted to
the laws of Messiali’s kingdom.
—Matt. 25:31-46

In the case of the latter
the wages of sin, death will
fully operate again. But this
time it will be the second
death, symbolized as the Reve-
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lator tells us, by the “lake of
fire.” (Rev. 20:14,15; 21:8)
Just as no living creature
could possibly exist in a liter-
al lake of fire, so this symbol
is appropriately used to pic-
ture the complete destruction
of the wilfully wicked.

Surely it will be but the
very foolish who determine
to be so incorrigibly wicked.
Concerning that highway of
holiness in the millennial

reign, the prophet has said,
“The unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for
those [as they reform and are
willing to make progress]: the
wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein.” (Isa.
35:8) By obedience to the
kingdom requirements every-
one will then have a fair and
full opportunity to attain life
everlasting on the human
plane. |
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Talking Things Over

God, the Bountiful Giver

THE true spirit of giving is an.aspect of love, and love is
unselfishness. In the professed Christian world the month
of December is one in which there is more than the usual
bestowing of gifts. Much of this giving is undoubtedly sin-
cere, and is done in commemoration of the birth of Jesus
—although actually Jesus- was- born in October, not in
December. g

There was the presenting of gifts by the “wise men” to
the boy Jesus, whom they found in a house. (Matt. 2:9-11)
Possibly much of the December gift-giving today is with
the thought of emulating the generosity and adoration of
those wise men of the East. But this is but a token expres-
sion of what the birth of Jesus means to us. Qur Heavenly
Father was really the greatest Giver in connection with
this event. His great Gift to all. mankind was Jesus him-
self, who, in God’s due time, gave himself in death to be
the Redeemer and Savior of the world.

The Bible tells us that God so loved the world that “he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever - believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16) In II Corinthians .9:15 Paul speaks of Jesus as God’s
‘“unspeakable gift’—a gift, that is, which mere words fail
adequately to describe. How true this is! Throughout the
centuries millions of words have been used to describe the
virtues of Jesus and what he means to those who truly
appreciate him, and yet the half has never been told, nor
ever will be told, by word communication.
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Good and Perfect -

Everything we enjoy as humans, and as new creatures
in ‘Christ Jesus comes to us as gifts of God. The Apostle
James wrote, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”
(James 1:17) Yes, our loving Heavenly Father is the foun-
tain source of all the truly good things which we enjoy.
And how it would add to our appreciation of him if we
could keep this more prominently in mind!

This is especially true of those who are new creatures
in Christ Jesus, though God has also been very bountiful
and kind in the bestowing of his gifts upon humans. Solo-
mon wrote, “Every man also -to whom God hath given
riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat there-
of, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labor; this
is the gift of God.” (Eccl. 5:19) What would be the value
of food if we did not have the ‘“power to eat thereof”?
And this “power” is a gift of God.

God is impartial in. the bestowing of his gifts. He “mak-
eth his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matt. 5:45) Here is
one of the wonderful aspects of divine Ilove. Jesus
elaborated on this, saying, “For if ye love them which
love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans
the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do
ye more than others? Do not even the publicans so? Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.”—Matt. 5:46-48

Gift of Salvation

As new creatures in Christ Jesus the most precious gifts
of God are those which pertain to our hope of eternal
life. In this connection how meaningful are the words of
Paul: “By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) We have
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nothing of ourselves which would make us worthy of
eternal life on the divine plane, to live and reign with
Christ. Our hope is based entirely on what our Heavenly
Father has done for us—his gift of salvation. This wonder-
ful gift is a manifestation of God’'s grace, and it reaches
us through our faith in the promises of God, promises
which have been sealed by the precious blood of Christ.

Paul again wrote, “The gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23) An enlargement of
this thought is contained in that well-known text, John
3:16: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” This unspeakable gift
of God’s love is available to us only upon the basis of a
demonstrated faith in God and in his will for us, a faith
which is demonstrated by a full consecration to do the
Heavenly Father’'s will.

Discernment

Those who are fully dedicated to doing the Heavenly
Father’s will will seek earnestly to know that will. They
will seek it through a sincere study of the Word, and
through prayer. The psalmist wrote, “The righteousness of
thy testimonies is everlasting; give me understanding, and
1 shall live.”—Ps. 119:144

But regardless of our sincerity and our earnestness in
study and in prayer, we could not of ourselves understand
the Father’s will for us, or his general purpose for the
blessing of all mankind. Jesus said to his disciples, “It is
given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matt. 13:11) At the time these words were spoken
the disciples had a very limited knowledge of the
“mysteries of the kingdom,” but the words of Jesus indi-
cate that these disciples were among those who were then
being prepared to receive the fuller discernment later,
when the Holy Spirit came upon them. And today, if we
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are among the favored ones who are able to discern the
mysteries of the divine plan, and who appreciate these
mysteries and are fully dedicated to carry out the terms of
consecration as revealed therein, it is because we have
received this spirit of discernment as a gift of God. A
college education will not give it to us.
The Holy Spirit
Another great gift of God, and closely related to the gift
of discernment, is the Holy Spirit—the Holy Spirit which
was poured out at Pentecost, and has been upon and in all
whom the Lord has called from that time until now. And
how wonderful are the promises related to this gift! Jesus
said, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your Heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?"—
Luke 11:13

Many are the blessings which reach us through the gift
of the Holy Spirit. Through the Word of truth we are be-
gotten by the Holy Spirit to a heavenly hope; and all the
precious texts of the Bible which relate to that hope of
glory, honor, and immortality are provided for our growth
in grace and knowledge, that we may become strong in
the Lord and in the power of his might, and ready for the
birth of the Spirit in the first resurrection, to live and
reign with Christ a thousand years. Marvelous, indeed, is
the gift of Spirit begetting!
Anointed

Through the Holy Spirit we also receive an “anointing,”
which is the authority of our Heavenly Father to be as-
sociated with him in his work of the Gospel Age through
the preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom. It is difficult
to comprehend a favor so great as to be permitted to be
associated with the great Creator himself in the outwork-
ing of his plans and purposes pertaining to the children
of men, yet this is clearly stated in the Word to be so.
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Paul wrote, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”
“We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.” (Il Cor. 5:19;
6:1) Toward the close of the sixth creative day, God said
to his beloved Son, the Logos, “Let Us make man in our
image.” (Gen. 1:26) What an intimacy of relationship is
here indicated, and again now, through his Word, and in
connection with the development of his new creation, he
has made us co-workers with him. No wonder Paul ad-
monished us not to receive this high favor of God in vain!

This marvelous gift of God through the Holy Spirit adds
dignity and lustre to all our efforts to proclaim the glad
tidings. Concerning Jesus and his body members Isaiah
wrote, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all that mourn.”—Isa. 61:1,2

We are also “baptized,” “sealed,” and “led” by the
Holy Spirit. We should think of all these blessings as gifts
from our loving Heavenly Father. Paul wrote to Timothy
that “God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (II Tim. 1:7)
We have nothing to fear in carrying out the terms of our
consecration, for the Lord will give us strength for our
every time of need, and his love will inspire us to con-
tinue on in the way of sacrifice, knowing that this is our
“reasonable service.”—Rom. 12:1

The Word of God itself is a gift of God to his people
who are now following in the footsteps of Jesus. Paul
wrote, “All scripture given by inspiration of God is profit-
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able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruec-
tion in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (II Tim. 3:16,
17) We need the help of all God’s faithful servants in con-
nection with our study of the Word of God. We can and
should all be a help in building up the body members in
the most holy faith; but we should recognize always that
the Word of God—-the infallible Word of God—is the final
authority as to what is truth or error.

Suffering

As humans we all avoid suffering if we can, yet the
Scriptures indicate that the privilege of suffering in the
name of Christ and for his sake is a “gift” from God.
Paul wrote, “Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his
sake.” (Phil. 1:29) The Heavenly Father could have ar-
ranged his plan so that all the messianic sufferings would
have been experienced by Jesus alone; but instead, his
design was that we should have the privilege of filling up
“that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.” (Col.
1:24) Truly this is a high favor from the Lord, for it means
that if we are faithful in suffering with Christ—faithful
even unto death—we will receive the crown of life, and
will share in the glory of his kingdom. What a glorious
prospect indeed is opened to us by the grace of God which
gives us the privilege of suffering with Christ!

All Things

The Apostle Paul presents an interesting viewpoint as-
sociated with God’s gift of his Son. He wrote, “He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him freely give us all things?” (Rom.
8:32) This does not mean that our Heavenly Father will
give us everything we might desire. But it does mean that
he will “give us all things” that will contribute best to our
growth as new creatures in Christ Jesus.
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We are not wise enough really to know what is hest for
us, but if we leave the choice with our Heavenly Father he
will bless us according to the abundance of his grace with
just those experiences of joy and sorrow as will be best
suited to prepare us for the position in glory with Jesus to
which he has called us. There will be trials, but these will
be tempered with our knowledge of his grace. There will
be seasons of tranquillity and peace, and we will be en-
couraged to use these “favorable winds” to help draw
nearer to our loving Heavenly Father, that we may rejoice
more fully in his love.

Future Gifts

In Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, many precious future
gifts are promised—these promises heing made by our
glorified Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. When raised from
the dead all power and authority was given to Jesus by
his Father, so that his promises are as though they came
directly from the throne of God.

And how wonderful are the ‘“gifts” promised by Jesus
in his messages to the churches! There is the ‘“crown of
life.”” But this gift, as is true of all God’s gifts, will be ours
only upon the basis of faithfulness; so Jesus said, “Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
This faithfulness calls for sacrifice in being “beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God.” (Rev. 20:4)
It calls for the humbling of ourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that he might exalt us in due time. (I Pet.
5:6) It calls for the development of the fruits and graces
of the Holy Spirit, for it is only as we do these things that
we are assured an abundant entrance “into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”—
II Pet. 1:5-11

Hidden Manna

Jesus said that those who overcome will be given to eat
of the “hidden manna.” (Rev. 2:17) When the Israelites in
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the wilderness were provided with daily manna for the
sustenance of their lives, it was necessary that it be gath-
ered each day, for it became corrupt if held over until the
second day, with the exception of that which they gathered
for the sabbath day. But when the tabernacle was con-
structed a small portion of the manna was put in a golden
pot and placed with the ark of the covenant in the most
holy of the tabernacle. This “hidden manna” did not cor-
rupt, and is used by Jesus to assure us that if we are faith-
ful we will be privileged, antitypically, to partake of this
incorruptible manna, which, of course, is a bheautiful pic-
ture of immortality.

On the Throne

There are many other precious gifts promised by our
Lord, among them the one recorded in Revelation 3:21:
“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.” In a promise to Jesus for his faith-
fulness in laying down his life, the Heavenly Father said,
“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and
he shall divide the spoil with the strong.” (Isa. 65:12) Jesus
truly was given a “portion with the great,” and now we
find him assuring us that he will share this reward with
the “strong”; those, that is, who are strong in the Lord and
in the power of his might, for he says that just as he was
exalted to the throne of his Heavenly Father, he will give
his overcoming followers a position with him in his throne.
What a prospect!

When we think of all these precious gifts that are prom-
ised for the future, we are reminded of Jesus’ reassuring
words, “Fear not, little flock: for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) If, through
faithfulness, we are found worthy to inherit the rulership
phase of the kingdom, it means that we will have “the
crown of life,” “the hidden manna,” “power over the na-
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tions,” and will be given “white raiment” and made “a pil-
lar in the temple of our God.”—Rev. 2:26; 3:15, 12

How lavish indeed are the gifts of God to the followers
of Jesus! And in return for all this divine favor what can
we do? Proverbs 23:26 suggests the answer: “My son, give
me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.” To
truly give the Lord our hearts implies obedience to all the
conditions attached to the promises of his gifts. May we at
the close of the year, and as we approach the beginning of
a new year, endeavor more than ever to be faithful, that
in due time we may hear those welcome words, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faith-
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”—Matt. 25:21 (]
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Vineyard Echoes

Special Telecast for Christmas Season

THE following is a partial list of television stations that
will carry our special film “Unto Us a Child Is Born.”
Additional stations will also carry the program, but details
are not available as we go to press.

Please contact the station for day and time of telecast.

CALIFORNIA

Eureka KVIQ-TV
COLORADO

Pueblo KOAA-TV
GEORGIA

Augusta WJBF
Savannah WTOC-TV
ILLINOIS

Springfield WICS-TV
INDIANA

Fort Wayne WPTZ-TV
KANSAS

Wichita KAKE-TV
MINNESOTA

Duluth WDSM-TV
MISSISSIPPI

Biloxi WLOX-TV
MISSOUR!

Sedalia KMOS-TV

VINEYARD ECHOES

Channel 6
Chonnel 5
Channel 11
Channel 20
Channel 10
Channel 6
Channel 13
Channel 6

MONTANA

Kalispell KCFW-TV
NORTH CAROLINA
Washington WITN-TV
OKLAHOMA

Ada KTEN-TV
OREGON

Portland KPTV
PENNSYLVANIA
Pittsburgh KDKA-TV
SOUTH CAROLINA
Anderson WAIM-TV
Florence WBTW-TV
UTAH

Salt Lake City KSL-TV
Ogden KOET
VIRGINIA

Portsmouth WAVY-TV
Richmond WWBT
WEST VIRGINIA
Bridgeport WDTV

Channel

Channel

Channel

Channel

Channel

Channel
Channel

Channel

Channel
Channel

9

N>

40
13

10
12

59



Encouraging Letters

Appreciated General Convention

Dear Brethren in Christ:
Grace and peace in his precious
name! What a privilege it was
to be near and to associate
with all the dear friends at the
General Convention. Each con-
vention helps me to become ac-
quainted with more and more
of God’s dear family. How
¢grecat is our God! I hope I
never cease to be grateful to
him who has brought me up
ouf{ of the miry clay and set
my feet upon a rock. I appre-
ciated specially the pictures of
The Dawn. I have always looked
{o The Dawn as a place where
1 could really be happy in the
Lord. May the grace and peace
of our Heavenly Father be with
you all in your service to him.
Your sister in Him.—Maryland

Questions Answered

Kind Sirs: We watch your TV
program on channel 9 each
week, and surely enjoy it very
much. Often you answer many
of our questions without your
knowing it. We would appreci-
ate it very much if you would
please send the book, “Why
God Permits Evil,” as we would
like to learn that answer. Our
family attends Baptist Church
regularly, and are all Chris-
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tians. We pray that God wiil
bless you in your work, and
ask that you please pray for
us. Thanks so much.—Qhio

Blessed

Dear Sirs: Please send me a
copy of “The Voice” program.
Since I lost my mother I try to
catch your program whenever
circumstances permit, and want
you to know T really enjoy it.
I feel so much better after
watching one of the programs.
Thank you not only for the
copy of the program I have
asked for, but for having such
a wonderful program on the
air. T only wish it was on more
often.——Maryland

Found Peace and Understanding

Gentlemen: I want to thank
you in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ for the
booklet, “Hope Beyond the
Grave.” I have found joy,
peace, and understanding. It
has enlightened my eyes and
spirit to many things. Now I
am enclosing one dollar for
The Dawn Magazine, which 1
know I will enjoy equally as
well., May the God of heaven
continue to bless you in all
your work.—Indiana I

THE DAWN



Speakers’ Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn.

Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to Dawn

Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N. J. A visit will be arranged

when possible.

G. M. JEUCK

Sayville, N. Y. Dec.

A. H. KRUMPOLT

New Haven, Conn. Dec.

R. J. KRUPA

Bultimore, Md. Dec.

Philadelphia, Pa.

M. C. MITCHELL

Paterson, N. J. Dec.

GEORGE PASSIOS

Hartford, Conn. Dec.

E. K. PENROSE
Orlando, Fla. Dec.

Miami, Flo.

SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS

27

13
i3

27

St. Petersburg, Fla.
Tallahassee, Fla.
Mobile, Ala.

Lake Charfes, La.
Shreveport, La.
Arkinda, Ark.
Oklahomo City, Oklo.
Stigler, Okla.
Fayetteville, Ark.
Kansas City, Mo.
St. Louis, Ma.

Indianapolis, Ind.

H. J. TIEMEYER

Allentown, Pa. Dec.

F. S. WASSMANN

New Landon, Conn. Dec.
C. R, WEIDA
Polftstown, Pa. Dec.

"
13
14
15
16
17
18
20

r
Z

20

20
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Conventions

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 6—
2601 Filimore St., N. E. Mrs. C. R.
Newham, 678 40th Ave., N. E.

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Dec, 13—N. W.
Gardens, Independence Hall, N. W,
Blvd. & N. Stor Rd. Mrs. Lois Smith,
4294 Ellery Drive.

CINCINNAT!I, OHIO, Dec. 20—

Brotherhood af Railway Clerks Bldg.,

Court and Vine Sts. Mrs, Edith M.
Harp, 3908 S. Madison Ave.

CHICAGO, ILL, Jan. T1-3—Mr.
Leonard Jezuit, 10742 S. Talman
Ave.

DETROIT, MICH., Dec. 27—Northwest
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River.
Mr. Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmont
St., Dearborn Heights, Mich.
PHOENIX, ARIZ., Jan, 1-3—Womans
Club, 302 W. Earl Drive. Mrs.
Eugene W. Enteman,” .542 _W.
Southern Ave.

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
July 31—August 5

A GIFT SUGGESTION

"Songs in the ight'

As the title of this book suggests, its texts and com-
ments are intended as evening meditation. Unlike
the “Manna” book, “Songs in the Night” does
not contain blank pages for birthday records. This
book of meditation has been enjoyed by thousands.

“Songs in the Night” is beautifully bound in blue

cloth, and priced at $1.00.

THE DAWN

East Rutherford New Jersey 07073

THE DAWN



“I Wish | Knew What To Do”

HOW often we hear this statement made by those who are
zealous for making known the glad tidings of the kingdom.
May we suggest that one thing practically all can do is send
one or more Dawn gift subscriptions to their friends. Just
think one gift subscription means that The Dawn enters the
home twelve times during the year as your messenger of
truth. Isn’t this something worthwhile doing? Each subscrip-
tion is only one dollar, and you can have six entered for
five dollars. And it is simple to do when you use the coupon.

DAWN BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073

Dear Friends: | appreciate the privilege of proclaiming the
truth through the pages of The Dawn Magazine. Please enter
the following subscriptions to begin with the January issue.

NamME i it e e e i e
Address .o i e i e e i i i s
City it State ......iiiieeaaln Zip .....c.00

[J Send gift card. [JJ Do not send gift card.

Sign card this way ... .o it i i i i it e
NOME ittt ittt i i et e
Address ... i i i e i i e it e e
City ittt State  ....iiiiiainann Zip ..ooiiinns

‘ O Se‘nci gift card. 7 " . {3 Do not send giﬁ cardv.

Sign €ard this WaY «.verieirtenetrireenssieaneeerenneencnennnns



AQATESS vt e e it e n e
City oo Stote . ...ieaeieneeo fAT- T

] Send gift card. J Do not send gift card.

Sign card this WOY «....iieaiii e
[ T T R R R R
F P 1 T S R I I
City ot State .. ...iieieaiens Zip ooiieaaes

[} Send gift card. [0 Do not send gift card.

Sign card this Way ..o.eaieiiii i
[Ny S R R I
TN T R R
City i State  .....iiiiannann FAT- S

[CJ Send gift card. [0 Do not send gift card.

Sign card this WaY .....iiiii it
INGITIE s et e e e s aeseaaeensanessssssonsssastonansasnsscnenssesss
AQAress  «vvvvevroeoeuneeetoaasnaansososasssaioasrscsacetsnressns
City civiivinraecicioannas State  ..... . . . Zip coieiienns

{3 Send gift card. [0 Do not send gift card.

Sign card this way .. ..., c0cieieae eeeaen eeaeeeaenas RPN

i am ‘enclosing dollars for the above subscriptions.

Signed




The first of these ’keys’ to the Bible was written more than seventy-
five years ago, the last in 1904, They continue to be the outstanding
text books on the Bikle for our day.

Studies
in the
Seriptures

@& THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES

CLOTH. 7B CENTS: PAPER, BO CENTS
® THE TIME IS AT HAND

CLOTH, 735 CENTSB

@ THY KINGDOM COME

CLOTH. 78 CENTSB

SiX VOLUMES

OVER 3,000 PAGES ® THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
CLOTH BOUND CLOTH, 81.258
$50_O ® THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN
PER SET CLOTH, 81.28

@ THE NEW CREATION

CLOTH, $1.25

Question Books for the Volumes;
VOLUMES -3, 10 CENTS8 EACH:
VOLUMES 4-8, 1B CENTS EACH

TABERNACLE DAILY
SHADOWS HEAVENLY
MANNA
CLOTH
BOUND, 50¢ CLOTH BOUND, $1.00
Presents the significance Contains a Bible text and
of the sacrificial services comment for every day;
of the tabernacle erected ruled pages for birthday
by Moses. records.
Send your order today to:
DAWN PUBLICATIONS . EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 07073

N S




To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH...

That the church is “the temple of the living God"—peculiarly “his
workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished,
God's blessings shall come “to all people,” and they find access to him.
—I Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last of
these “living stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have heen made ready,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8

That the hasis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact that
“Jesus Christ, by ‘the grace of God tasted death for every man,” “a
ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; [ Tim.
2:5,6 )

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him
as he is,” be a “partaker of the divine nature,” and share his glory as
his joint-heir—I John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom, 8:17; Il Pet. 1:4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace; to be
God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to al! the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church-—when ali the
willfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35
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