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HIGHLIGHTS -OF DAWN

Only Five More Years!

| SCIENTISTS, government officials, and top -ranking officers

" in the armed forces of the United States are now all agreed
that scientifically speaking there are no longer any secrets
pertammg to the manufactiire of atomic bombs which will retard
other nations in the- making of them'to give us any guarantee of

u:nmumty from atomic bombings for more than four or five years.
In five years, it is claimed, other nations can have sufficient stock-
piles of atomic bombs to wage a wholesale attack against. America.
1t is therefore now being urged that every possible effort be made
during these five years to prepare the nation to ward off such at-
tacks.  Scientists say there is no defense against atomic bombs,
~ but militarists claim that sufficient air power will be a protection.

Atomic scientists have been doing their utmost to arouse the
world to a sense of the. tragic danger which lies ahead, but they
have been as a voice crying in the wilderness. ' They have not been
able to grouse the people, particularly the lawmakers and diplomats,
to approach the problem of keeping the peace from any other stand-
point than that of intrigue and power politics. Now, one of the most-
outstandini among the scientists—Albert Emste‘m—m an interview
with Raymond Swing reported in the Atlantic Monthly, in a de-
spairing sort of way, turns the job of saving the world over to the
forces of religion. He is reported as saying: :

' “Since the completion of the first atomic bomb nothing has

been accomplished to make the world more safe from war, while
mue.h has been done to increase the destructiveness of war. . . . .
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THE DAWN

Unless the cause of peace based on law gathers behind it the force
and zea]l of a-religion, it can hardly hope to succeed. Those to
whom the moral teaching of the human race is: entrusted surely
have a great duty and a great ggortunity The atomié ‘sclentists,
I think, have become convin that they cannot arouse the
American people to the truths of the atomic era by logic alone.
There must be added that deep power of. emot.\on which is the
basic ingredient of religion.” -

The Christian Century, one of- America’s outstandmg Protes-
~tantvo:ces,mkesupthlseellofEmstembywhxchheSeekstorany
the forces of religion to an offensive for peace which will save the
human race from destruction. In an article under the title, “World
Government—or Else,” it admits the seriousness of the situation as
gtated by Einstein, and sums up the ominous facts in the following
terse language which tend to prove that the world has indeed gone
mad:

“Despite Einstein’s warning, the world situation has conhnued
to deteriorate since he spoke and gives no promise of taking a turn
for the better. Theatomic_nrmsmcemspeedmgup,astherecent
selection of a permanent testing ground for atomic weapons in the
Marshall Islands showed. The United Nations look more and more
like a madhouse rather than a center for collective action to insure
world peace. The two-world" ¢oncept has had to be accepted fol-
lowing the collapse of the foreign ministers’ conference. - Govern-
ments are thus forced to begin indoctrinating their citizens with
the idea that a return to balance-of-power politics—this time -a
world balance of power—is the best available way to head off
almost immediate global war. At every tension point on the map of
international politics, the situation is growing more rather than
less ominous. e

- “If it were possible to point to a single danger spot on the
globe—to Germany, to France, to Italy, to the Balkans, to Greece,
to Palestine, to China, to Korea, to Indo-China, to Indonesia, any-
where—and say, ‘See how the forces making for disaster are losing
ground; see how the forces making for peace and confidence are
gaining? the spirits of men of good will would be given a tremen-
dous lift. But where is such a place? Where, on the contrary, is
the outlook not darker than it was a year ago" The ordinary man
has ceased to place any reliance on the reassurances of his national
leaders. He cannot see the world steadily or_see it whole, but he
can see quite enough to convince hlm that he lives ina world tbat
is going to the devil.”

' The writer of the foregoing, in agreeing thh Emstein s to the
2



HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

seriousness of the situation which confronts the world in ‘this atomic
age, has certainly given a true picture of conditions as they actually
exist, and is correct in his observation-that the festering:trouble
spofsoftheworldarebecommgmoreanémoremﬂamd In the
same article he agrees with Einstein that the churches should rally
more enthusrmhcally to the cause of peace. He says:

“We -believe ‘that the erisis ‘'of humanity demands that the
churches shall face this existing - international anarchy as'it- is,
shall make its nature plain to those whom they can influence, shall

. once again declare their faith in a world government as. the ground
-and guarantor of peace, and shall throw themselves with all the
‘résources they can command into the crusade to set up such a
government. They must do this to rescue their own faithful mem=
bers from frustration and their own role in ‘the contemporary worid
from stultification. Now is the sceepte& time.” -

There can be no question about the sincerity of The Chnstzan
Century in seeking thus to rally the churches in a campaign sup-
porting the idea of one world government to control all nations as
the only sure way of maintaining peace, but doesn’t The Chrisgtian
Century know that the meddling of Christians in the civil affairs of
government is not God’s way of establishing peace? Surely all
church people should know that the mixing of the church with
politics in the past'has never promoted peace. Even when, in the
Dark Ages, the church joined with the state, the peace was not kept,
for some of the bloodiest wars of hlstory were fought in the- name
of Christisnity. :

The Christian Century states that the churches rust make this
effort with the hope of rescuing “their own faithful members from
frustration.” This is a startling admission! Nineteen centuries
.ago the Prince of Peace was born. - Through his apostles his church
was established. His professed followers ever since have been:
proclaiming the Gospel of peace. They have been praying, “’H:y
kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth even as it is in heaven.”
They tried to set up Christ’s kmgdom and called their institution
“Christendom.” They claimed that the world was getting beétter
and better. Many of them discounted the _prophecies of the Bible
which foretold the present great time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.  They said that the world has become too
educated and too cultuwed to permit of further warfare.

Then came the first World War, folowed by the ‘League of

3
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Nations, which the outstanding clergy of ‘the day hailed as. the
“pohtxcalexpressmnof&ehngdomof(?rodonearth." The League
of Nations died, and we have had another global war, while a third
one threatens, and will surely come, it is said, unless the churches

can do something to stop it. And they must do something, says
‘The Christian Century, to save their own members from frustration.
In other words, we are to understand that if another war does
come, with all the horrors of exploding atomic bombs and released
disease germs, the church membeis of today will be frustrated in
their Christian beliefs, being . mbletoharmonizemhun with
their understanding of what Christianity is supposed to be and do
in the world. The truth is that millions of sincere church members
the world over are already thus frustrated, The deterioration of a
world order as we of this generation have witnessed it has already
convinced millions that something has been wrong with their un-
derstanding of Christianity, or else Christianity has failed. :
Christianity has not failed! Christ did not teach that his king-
dom of peace would be established through the efforts of his people
to persuade the civil governments of éarth that they should adhere
to the moral and ethical codes which he laid down in his Sermon on
the Mount. One of the great fundamentals of Christianity is that
the blessings of peace and life which it.promises to the human race
are to come as a result of divine intervention in the affairs.of men,
not because men decide to co-operate with God. One world-wide
government by which all nations will be controlled is indeed the
only thing which will save the human race from destroying itself,
but that government will not have its headquarters on the Flush-
ing Meadows. It will be the kingdom of Christ. .
Of the “increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end,” the prophet declares; not because, in response to a “last
straw” plea of the scientists, the churches have rallied the people
back of the idea of setting up a world government of their own, but
because “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” One of
the chief differences between the viewpoint of true Chnstlamty and
the viewpoint of the world which has called itself Christendom is
that with the former divine power accomplishes that which God -
has promised, while with the latter; men do the best they can to
accomplish goodly aims, hoping that God will bless their efforts.

When :God’s people in the pre«Chrmﬁan age expenenced na--
‘,‘
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tional - frustratxon, were taken into captivity and their land desg-
lated, they did not regain their true -outlook until they were
re-instructed in the law of their God. There is nothing better we

could recommend for frustrated church members today, nor for

. those who will become frustrated when the next war strikes, than

toremminethe&blemththewewofobtammgaheﬁuvﬁioh,

of truth, of learning more concerning God’s plan for world peace, -

of having their faith increased by realizing that the breakdown of
man-made civilization was foreknown by God and foretold by his
prophets; and that ere human selfishness results in the terrible
catastrophe of destroying nearly the entire race, there will come
‘divine intervention, Christ’s kingdom "taking over as that one gov-
ernment wluch will save the world

How to Be Buried

lN THE state of Illinois a controversy has arisen between the
clergy and the undertakers as to what constitutes a fitting man-
ner to bury the dead. In the good old pioneer days of America,
burying the dead presented no problem, especially from the financial

standpoint, for they were often laid away in a homemade casket,

with friends and neighbors caring for the details of the service with-
out remuneration. But not now, and in Illinois there is a wide-
spread movement on the part of the Protestant clergy to call a halt
on the ever-rising cost of funerals and the increasing expenditure
. of money for expensive coffing and othey luxuries which are com-
ing to be considered a necessary part-of a respectable funeral. =
Naturally, the undertakers are not for economizing on funerals.
When the clergy, through their representatives, reminded the un-
dertakers of how funerals used to be conducted, the undertakers
were quick to: reply that “Aunt Maggie” also got along without
-electric lights, refrigerator, radio, electric irom, power washing
machine, and automobile, hence the manner in which she was
buried was in keeping with the way in which she lived. So now,
' said they, people should be buried in a modern manner consistent
with the way they have lived, regardless of the cost.: The clergy
argue that a goodly portion of the present high cost of funerals
might better be given to charity, while the undertakers argue that
_they have as much righit:to make a fair profit:in: their business as
5 ‘
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anyone else, and that if cheap caskets were used by-everybody, with
other features of the funeral in keeping, many of them would have
1o go out of business.

It’s hard to tell: where this controversy will end, for the Hlinols
clergy have published their side of the argument in a booklet which
they expect to circulate widely in other states; and this will proba-
bly be answered by a statement from the natlonal associntion of
undertakers. So it would seem that even death does not end the
confusion of this present ¢haotic world!

“The viewpoint of the Illinois clergy in the matter of modest
funerals is influenced, they say, by their desire to give emphasis in
the funeral service to the importance of the spirit, rather than the
body. The body is dead, theysay,sowhytrytoglonfyxtm‘tha
bronze casket, or spend. money to- have it stored in a hermetically
sealed grave to prevent it from returning. to the dust? They would
like the mourners to think about the spirit of the deceased, which,
they allege, is not dead at all.

Regardless of whether or not expensive funerals are in the
best of taste, the Bible teaches that there is no. part of man which
remains alive after death. 'l‘h&theorythatﬂxaspxrn,gwthesoul,
is immortal and does not die is not taught in the Bible at all. Ac-
cording to an investigating' committee of the Church of England,
consisting of fifty dignitaries of that church, appointed by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the theory of the immortality of the soul
originated with the ancient Greeks, not in the Bible. In the very
beginning, it was Satan, not the Lord, who said to our first parents,
“Ye shall not surely d1e ? This fundamental lie of the Adversary is
the origin of the doctrine that “there is no death.”

According to the Bible, the “dead know not. anythmg ” and
the hope of future life arises out of God’s many promlses to restore
life to the dead. When the Prophet Job was praying that he might
die; he inquired, “If a man die, shall he live again?” He did not
ask, If a man die, is he really dead? Death IS a reality, but because
through Christ provision has been made for a resurrection of the

-dead, the Bible speaks of the dead as being asleep. From this
sleep of death they are to be awakened; and our opinion is that
when they are restored to life they will be so engrossed with the
blessings of life then enjoyed that they will not be very much’con-
cerned with the manner in which their funeral had been conducted.,

3



Church-State Battle Still Rages

ANEW orgamzataon has recently been formed to ﬁght agamst all

efforts which may be made to circumvent the provisions of the -
Constitution of the United States to safeguard the nation against

the evils of church-state union in any form. -According to the New.
York Times, the originators of this organization are such prominent.
Protestants as Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary; Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, president of Colgate-

* Rochester Divinity School; the Rev. G. Bromley Oxnam, bishop

of -the Methodist Church, New York area; Dr. Louis D. Newton,

president -of the Southern Baptist Convention; and Dr. Charles

Clayton Morrison, former editor of The Christian Century The

program and aims of thé new orgamzahon will be:

“To mobxhze ptiblic opimon in support of rehglous liberty S
“To resist évery attempt by law or the administration of law
further to widen the breach m the wall of separatlon of church
and state.” - :
“To demand the immediate discontinuance of the ambassador-

ship to the papal head of the Roman Catholic Church.”

“To work for the repeal of any law now. on the statute books
of any state which sanctions the granting of aid to church schools
from the public school treasury.”

: “To invoke the aid of the courts in maintaining the integrity of
the Constitution with respect to the separation of church and state.”

“To call out and unite all patriotic citizens in a. concerted effort "
to prevent the passage of any law by Congress which allots to
church schools any portlon of a F'edera] appropriation for educa-
‘tion.” .

““To give all possible aid to the citizens of any community or
state who are seeking to protect their public schools from sectarian
‘domination; or resisting any other assault upon the prmclple of
separation of church and state.” :

This is a refreshing bit of news in that it indicates that Protes-
tantism is still a live issue in some circles of the United States.
The men who have formed this organization declare that they are
not anti-Catholic in' the sense of wishing to injure the -Catholic
Church. They feel, nevertheless, that the assaults in recent years

- against the prmclple of the separation of church and state as that
~ principle operates here in America have beén ma&e by the Catholic

4
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Church, and they are prepared to meet the issue in the polmcal
-arena where it has &risen.

No patriotic American should blush to take hls stand for the
principle of the separation of church and state, for this country was
foundedmmostpartbypioneerswhohadﬂedfmmtheevﬂsof‘
church-state governments in Europe, The only pity is that such
outstanding men in the Protestant field as have formed this new
organization don’t go all the way and explain to America " why,
according to the teachings of the Bible, church-state union is anti-
Christ in principle.. They should explain that church-state union
in Europe was an attempt to set up the authority of Christ’s king~
dom ahead of time. They should eéxplain that the term Christen-
dom, which arose out of church-state union, is a misnomer, for it
means Christ’s kingdom; and Christ’s kingdom was not set up in
Europe back in the Dark Ages, nor has it been set up here in
America since. ‘We are still praying for Christ’s kingdom to come,
and for God’s will to be done here on earth as it is in heaven. Until
that prayer is answered, the best we can expect here on the earth
is that which results from the feeble, and often misguided efforts
of mén.

Pacifism Vs. Violence

WE ARE living in a world that is characterized by violence and
, war. We are told that the only solution to the desperate
plight in which the world finds itself today is to be prepared for war
as never before, and when the time comes, as practically everybody
believes it eventually will, to be willing to fight, to-destroy, to kill
an a wholesale scale with atomic bombs, with disease germs, and
with any and every other igenious means that has, or may yet b&
invented by selfish man. - But a man whose death has been mourned
world-wide during recent weeks was not a soldier, not a fighter, not
a killer, not an advocate of armed resistance, but a pacifist, a man
who*was himself willing to die that’ others might be saved from
violence, rather than to lift a hand in physical self-defense; a man
who in gasping his last breath forgave the enemy who killed him
We are speaking of Mohandas Gandhi.

The man who, more than any other individual, helped Indig
to win her freedom; who himself won his battles for what he be
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lieved to be right, without vxolence, who preached and practiced
non-violence, died a violent death. Prime Ministers, Premdents‘
statesmen and lawmakers the world over were unanimous in their
expressions that the cause of lasting peace had received a’ severe
setback by the death of Gandhi, yet few, if any of them advocated
that his teachings and example should be followed by thé nations
in order to secure peace. Jt reminds us of the philosophy -almost
. universally accepted that it is necessary to fight and kill in order to
maintain our “Christian civilization,” in total disregard of the teach-
- ings of Christ to the effect that those who take to the sword shall
perish by the sword.

: On the other hand, the fact that Mr. Gandh1 was shot by an
enemy might to some indicate that his way of life was not practical,
- that it did not pan out as it should, and therefore was wrong. The
Bible alone gives us the proper perspectwe in this matter, for it
reveals the fact that Satan is the prince of this present evil world,
hence that those who live righteously cannot expect to have favors -
shown' to them or see their cause victorious. Bernard Shaw, the
Irish author and playwright, summed up the matter about cor-
rectly when he said that it is dangerous to be too good. It certainly
was for Jesus. The same is true of most of the Old Testament
prophets, and of the apostles of the New Testament. The Prophet
Malachi wrote that now we call the proud happy, and that those
who work wickedness are delivered.—Mal. 3:15 . :

But the cause of peace and justice and righteousness will not
always be in jeopardy. Right will not forever be on the scaffold,
and wrong forever on the throne. The Christian cause was not
defeated when Jesus was cruclﬁed for according to the Scriptures,
he returns to earth to establish a world-wide kingdom of righteous-
ness. Then Satan will be bound, evil will be put down, justice and
righteousness will flourish. At that time the dead wxll also be
raised, and men like Mr. Gandhi, restored to life, will ‘then know
that in the great plan of God righteousness is finally triumphant.
Then, the greatest enemy of all, whxch is death, w111 be destroyed
—Rev. 21:4

Solve your gift problem with a Dawn subsc‘ﬁptibﬁ
- —a year’s subscription for only $1.00 B



Y our Questtom—Scnptnrally Answered

“BUY THE TRUTH”

PROVERBS 23:23—“Bay the
truth, and sell it not; also wisdom,
and instruction, and understand-
ing.” - How may one “buy” the
u'uth,andalsopleasetellmehow
one may ‘“‘sell” the Irnth"

THE lmphcatlon of this text is
that what we possess naturally is
not as great in value as the price-
less . understanding of the fruth.
There is a price which all Christians
must pay for the truth, name-

ly, their all. Their complete con-

secration to God is the price. It is
a wholehearted desire to know and
do his will. To have the truth and
its spirit we must use our conse-
crated time and energy in study to
gain a knowledge of the mystery of

his will. Onlyafewreahzet.he_,

value of the truth; and the joy that

it brings to the one who is willing

to pay the price of time and influ-
ence among one's associates in
business or social life.

A life of consecration sometimes
appears strange to those who do
not know the priceless value of
the truth. - The Apostle Paul spoke
forth words of truth and sober-
ness when he said, “What things
were gain fo me, those I counted
losg for Christ.” Yea doubtless, and
I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Phil. 3:7,
8) And again, Paul’s sense of true
values is- expressed in his letter
to the Corinthians, “For the things

-which are seen are temporal; but

the things which are not seen are

eternal.—-]] Cor. 4:18

If we are walking in the light
and enjoying the blessings” of the
h-uthandanunderstandmgdthe
hope of the kingdom of God, lét us
see to it that we “sell it not.” The
truth can be sold! Esau sold his
birthright for a mess-.of pottage;
andwecanletthedarknessofthls

.world and the ‘pleasures and cares

of this world crowd out the light
of truth from our hearts. We can
become so involved in other things
that we have no time for the truth
and its service, and thus lose the

" priceless treasure of present tritth.

The one who has the wisdom from
on high and who has recelved the
instruction  of - the - Liord, realizes

‘that he has been made-a partaker

of Christ, IF he “holds the begin-

“ning of his confidence stedfast unto

the end”——Heb 3:14

TWO SALVATIONS
Is it the opinion of the editors
of The Dawn that many or few
will be saved? Some texts seem
to teach that only a “little flock”
ofallearthsmﬂhonsmllbesaved,
and other texts seem to teach that
“all” will be saved. I am per-

plexed. Can you help me? -

IT IS our opinion that an under-
standing of God’s plan for the sal-
vation of the human family  is
éssential to an appreciation of the

_truth that he is indeed a God of

love, To understand that plan we"
must learn ‘that there is more than

one salvation. The creeds of

Christendom are in érror upon this

1o



YOUR QUES’I‘IONS—S@MURAILY ANS’WERED

‘point and this has led to the con-
fusion and perplexity that exists

in the minds of many besides our

questioner. It is hard for some to
learn new triths; but Bible stu-
deyts must always be in a teach-
able attitude of heart and mind,
for then they constantly find some
new rich gem of divine truth
These truths are found only in the
Bible. It is by this authority that
we must “prove all thmgs"
I Thess. 5:21

There ~are two salvaticns—a
heuavenly and -an- earthly - one.
These two salvations are clearly
outlined in the Scriptures.
stated, the heavenly salvation is
for those who have been Chris-
tians in this life, those who have
been the true followers of Christ.
It does not include those who have
been merely nominal Christians,
but rather those who have intelli-
gently- consecrated their lives to
God, who have been begotten of
the Holy Spirit of God, and who
have successfully developed the
fruits and graces of the Holy Spirit.

There are not many in this class
of fully devoted footstep followers.

Luke 12:32 declares, in the words

of  the Master “Fear not, little

flock; for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” -

From the Day of Pentecost until
the final end of the Gospel eall,
this spiritual seed has been called
and prepared for a heavenly re-
ward. First Corinthians 1:26-30
- reads, “For ye  see your  calling,
~brethrem how that not many wise
men after the flesh, not imany
mighty, not many noble,are called:
but God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the

1

things
abouidglory
in his presence. Bufoflnmare
ye in Christ Jesus, who of Geod is
mdetmtouswisdom,andnght-
eouxneas,and sanctification, -and
redemption.” ‘These will live ‘and
reign with Christ in the heavenly

- eourts; Thislstheheavenly sal-

vation for the: comparatively few

‘“cplled; ‘and ‘chosen, and faithful”

saintlyanesoith:sGospelagm—-

_Rev. 17:14

On the other hand, the earthly
salvation embraces those” ‘millions .
of mankind who have never taken
up the cross of Christ to follow
him in this life. Many good, well-
meaning, honorable men and wom-
en of every generation have never
heard the call to consecrate their
lives unreservedly to God. It in-
cludes also thwe millions of hea-
then who have been born into the
world, lived their lives and died
without -ever hearing of our great

.God, and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

It includes those who lived and
died before - Christ opened -the
“new and  living way” to life.
(Heb. 10:20) In short, it includes
all those who have not been called
to the heavenly calling. :

Our Lord died for all; there-
fore, every one of Adam’'s race
must have an opportunity to re-
ceive, through Christ, the blessing
oflifewhlchwaslosttohlmm
Eden. . John evidently has these
two salvations in mind when he
states iIn I John 2:2, “And he'is
the propitiation for our sins: and



not for our’s only, but also for the
sins of .the whole world.” The
‘Bible, however, does not teach uni-
_versal salvation. Many scriptures
teach that the one who under full
light and knowledge refuses to
obey the principles of righteous-
ness ‘and €onsecration, .will be
_found unworthy of life on any
plane of existence. . If any men
:will turn back from following the
Lord in this life, he also will be
unpleasing to. God and be ac-
‘counted worthy of the second death
from which there will be no resur-
rection. -To appreciate these two
_salvationa is to know the reason
for the resurrection of the dead.

" “The wieked shall be tnmed -into
hell” ¥ you have ever read that
scripture, how can you deny that
there is a hell?

OUR questioner’s text is fou.ud
in Psalm 9:17, and reads as follows:
“The wicked shall be turned into
hell, and all-the nations that for-
get God.” This is an unqualified
statement, written by inspiration
of God, and we accept it as a-posi-
tive fact. The student of the Bible

must believe in hell, for the Bible

teaches it. But there are different
opinions about hell. Some believe
#t to be a literal place of eternal
torment in fire and brimstone.
Others think it a place where the
conscience is tormented, and they
believe such eternal torment of the
_mind is worse than the physlcal
torment of fire. Our view is still
different, and we ask. that no de-

-ple.

cision be made as to whether we
havethetruthonthuml:qedunhl
our’ view. is _carefully considered,

for “he that answereth a matter

beforehehearethit,ltufollyand
shamé unto him.”—Proverbs- 18:13
If the doctrine of eternal torment

lstrue,weagreethatltshouldhe

heralded and preached to the peo-

However, if God has been .
slandered in this matter, if hell

does not mean eternal torment, if

this cruel, fiendish doctrine has

no_part in his Word; think of the
shame that will cover the faces of

-many sincere, good people when at

last they learn that they have vili-
fied God's holy name by preaching
the satanic errors of the Dark Ages
instead of studying the Word for

J the proof that “God is love,”

It is not possible in answering
thig question to present -all the
arguments which prove .that hell
is not ‘a -place of eternal” torment, -
and that hell literally  means “the
unseen state,” or “the condition of
the dead.” We: must resfrict our
answer to the text which hsas been
quoted. The word here translated
“hell” is the- Hebrew word sheol.
This word “sheol” does not mean
a place of torment, nor anything
even slightly rresembling -such a
thought.  Quite the reverse. This
identical word sheol is translated
“grave” thirty-one times; and
“pit” three times; so it is trans-
lated grave and pit more often
than hell. It means “the condition"
of death.” If we substitute the
real meaning of the word sheel in
our text, it will read, “The wicked
shall be furned. into_the condition
of death, and all the nations that
forget God.” This we believe to

12
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In Ecclesiastes - 9:10, this same
word sheel is used, and reads,
“Whatsoever thy -hand findeth to
do, do it with thy might;- for there
is'no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave
[sbeo!——hell], whither thou -goest.”
This is the Bible’s own descnptxon
of sheol, or the condmOn of the
dead.

In one sense all men are w:cked,
for all men have violated God’s
law. But in the fullest sense the .
wicked are those who wilfully per-
gistin sin after having been given
full light and knowledge. As yet
but very few—only the consecrated
~have come to a true knowledge
of God. The world knows him
not.. To be able to forget God, one
must first have knowledge of }nm
We therefore believe that this text
applies during the millennial reign
of Christ when all will be brought
forth from the grave (John 5:28,
29) and enlightened, and those who
then, under - light and knowledge,
ignore the privilege of being obedi-
ent to the righteous Ruler, Christ,
will indeed- be wicked, a.nd vn]l
again be turned (or “re”’-turned,
as the original Hebrew text mdl-
cates) into sheol, the condition of
death, from whence none will be
resurrected.. (Acts 3:19-23) 'This
is called the “second death,” in
contradlstmctlon to the ﬁrst or
adamic death. ' It is the complete
extinction of life, and hence ut-
terly destitute of conscious suf-
fering. “The wages of sin is death,”
not eternal torment —-—Rev - 20: 6
Rom. 6:23 .

- “DIVERS 'rmmnons”
JAMES 1:2—“My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers
13

Emphaﬁeblulotttranslauon reads,
‘“Bsteem it all joy, my brethren,
when you fall into various trials.”

As we look into the Word for
testimony upon . this. subject of
trials and difficulties we find that
our Master learned certain lessons
through his trials—he “learned
obedience by the things which he
suffered” (Heb. 5:8)—and that it
is equally n that all mem-
bers of his body should likewise:

" have trials and difficulties if they

would hope to share with the Lord,
in the kingdom reign.

The time of our Master’s. trial is
past. The trial of his body mem-.
bers, the Christian church, is now
in progiess. As his followers, it
is not enough that we have learned

" something of obedience, that we

have endured some trials, that we:
have borne some su.ﬁering, we

" must continue in these experiences

until we can joyfully say, “Father

. . .. not my will, but thine be

done.” (Luke 22:42) If we dq

not learn to count these experi-

ences “all joy” we will have lived

below our privilege and could -
hardly expeet an “abundant £n-

trance” into-the highest joys.
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. Some of the Lord's people seem
not: to properly discern. this'matter,
and pray -that they be spared trials
and difficulties. They: would not
do this if they understood that the
children of God .are now under
training, and are being prepared
for' the work of the kingdom to
which they have been called.- Then
their trials and difficilties ‘would
Be viewed from the proper stand-
point, and they would “count it
all ‘joy” when they realized that
these experiences were des:.gned
of the Lord to teach them to “en-
dure hardness, as good soldiers” of
the cross—II Tim, 2:3 :

Do not interpret the trials of life
as evidence of divine disfavor, but
in . everything give thanks. In
life’s difficulties as well as in life’s
pleasures, “count it all joy” know-

ing that under diviné providence

all experiences are for the purpose

of teaching us depéndence upon

him, that- we may be also glorified
together. For I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with
the -glory which shall be revealed
in us.”-—Rom 8:17, 18.

THE PEACE OF GOD

PSALM 29:11—“The Lord will
give strength unto his people; the
Lord will-bless his people with
peace.”. How is it possible for one
to have peace, as promised in this
text, while llvmg in the discord
and strife of this evil world? -

. THE world surely is in turmoil.
Very few - emjoy . complete tran-
quillity of mind. ' Isaiah 57:20, 21,

14

“And if children, themw helirs; -
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with_x
Christ: ﬁsobethatwesuﬁerwﬂ:h.

reads, “But the wicked are like the-

* troubled sea, when it canbot rest,
‘whose waters cast up mire “and

dirt. There is no peace, saith my
God, to the wicked.” One of the
blessings which a Christian. enjoys
in’ the midst of world distress is the
strength which he receives from
the promises of God. Trusting I
these promises he has an assurance
of security about wluch theworldly
know nothing,

Those who have come into fel-
lowship with the Lord have found,
with the apostle, that “he is our:
peace” (Eph. 2:14); and to them as.
a benediction are the words of the
Master in John - 14:27," “Peace I
leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto: you. Let not your
heart. be troubled, neitherlet it be
afraid.”. ‘When he’ gives quietness
to' our hearts no storm can shake
the peace which transcends all in-
clination to fear. (Job 34:29) This

-calm-assurance will keep our hearts

and our minds in unich:with Jesus
Christ. Th:sisapeacewhlchthe

- world cannot give-nor take away.

It is an inward peace which no-
storm of human turmozl or sh-:fe
can shake. . - )
Eventually the peace of our Lord
Jesus will extend to all, when, as
the Prince of Peace, he will cause
wars to cease unto the ends of ‘the
earth and when there will be on
earth peace and good will to men
because of his righteous rule—
Psalm 46:9; Luke 2:14




The -Christian Life

Qur Heritage of Liberty

“Because the creature itself also shall be deiive-red f'r&mr the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
chddren of God.” Romans 8:21 -

HERE is a great deal said in the Scriptures about liberty, and

‘also of its contrasting principle of bondage.- Those who en-

joy liberty are free, while those who are held in bondage

are slaves. The Scriptures do not, however, teach that liberty, as

such, is always desirable, nor that the exercise of liberty is always

pleasmg to the Lord. The Scriptures do not support that well-

known expression of human wisdom, stated in the words of Patrick

Henry, “Give me liberty or give me death.” In its final analysis

this would mean that personal liberty should come before every

other consideration, which is not according to the Scriptures, -Adam

and Eve exercised their liberty but died as a result, for they broke
away from the legitimate bondage of divine law.

The typical people of God were held as slaves in Egypt. They
Ionged for liberty, and finally God set them free; but their free-
dom did not imply the right to do as they pleased, for almost
immediately they were brought under the restraints of the Mosaic
Law. However, it was only because .of their fallen condition, their
inherited sin which' the Law condemned, that the Law Covenant
was a burden to them. The Law was “holy and just, and good.”
(Rom. 7:12) It was even spiritual because it came from God,
and had the Israelites been able to measure up to its standards
they would have enjoyed a wonderful liberty in their obedience to
it. (Rom. 7:14) . Instead of that, it proved to be a yoke upon their
necks.

One of the most degrading periods in the national life of the
Israelites was during a short time wisen they were without a leader,
king, or judge. ' Of that time it is written that everyone did accord-
ing to that which was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 17:6; 21:25).
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The Apostle Peter speaks of some who mingle among spiritual
Israelites proclaiming the doctrine of “liberty.”. “They speak gredt
swelling words of vanity,” writes the apostle, “they allure through
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were
clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise
them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for
of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.”
—II Peter 2:18, 19
Thus does the apostle point out in no uncertam terms that

there is a liberty which is displeasing to God. It is a liberty which

appeals to the lusts, or desires of the flesh; and those who preach
this doctrine make their appeals along this line, pointing out in
subtle ways that it is not necessary to be bound by this or that
restraining influence of the will of God. Any expression of God’s
will which restrains one from doing what he likes best to do, is
displeasing to the flesh; and if someone teaches that siich restraint
is' destroying the hberty that should be en)oyed m Christ, the
fallen fleshly mind is quick to agree.
- Fundamentally, that which made the death of Jesus necessary
in order that man might be redeemed from death was the insistence
of the human race to enjoy full personal hberty In a prophecy
concerning Jesus’ death, the people to beneﬁt therefrom are repre-
sented as saying, “We have turned every one to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa. 53:6) Here
fhe principle of full liberty to do as one pleases is characterized
as “iniquity.” It is ﬁttmg in this connection to note that Jesus
proved worthy to be man’s Redeemer because of his obedience ta
his Heavenly Father’s will. “Not my will, but thine, be done,” was
the way Jesus viewed the matter. (Luke 22:42) He did not go hjs
own. way, for as he said, “I came . . . . not to do mine own will, but
the will of him that sent me.”—John 6:38

FREEDOM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
—BONDAGE TO SIN

The “liberty” which the Scriptures speak of as desirable for
the Christian is a freedom from enslavifig cords of sin and death.
The Jews had tried to conquer sin and be free by keeping the Law,
but had failed, with the result that the Law itself, condemning sin

ag. it ‘did, and prescribing death as the penalty for sin, had brought

16
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the Israelites under an additional bondage. There were teachers.
in the early church who, not understanding the truth clearly, were
insisting that believers must still remain under the Law. The truth
was that through faith in Christ they had been made free from the
condemnation of the Law, so Paul wrote, “Stand fast therefore in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of bondage.”—Gal. 5:1

By taking this text completely out of its setting, it is often
improperly used to substantiate the arguments of ‘those who offer
‘the brethren freedom and encourage each one to go his own way, in-
sisting that the ideal state of the Christian community is one in which
all are free to think and to act as they please. There is only one
condition under which a Christian is warranted in doing just as he
pleases, and that is when his heart is so in tune with the divine will,
and so glad to give up all his own preferences and notions, that all
he really desires to do, all that he pleases to do, is the w1]1 of God.
Those who are thus fully devoted to God can enjoy a glorious.
liberty. They can be free indeed.

But such freedom is not wholly obtaihable this side of the
veil, for the mind of the flesh strives against the mind of the spirit,
causing the latter to be more or less hampered in carrying out the
entire will of God. This restraint is referred to in our text as the
“bondage of corruption,” and from this bondage every true Chris-
tian longs to be delivered in order to be entirely free to serve the
Lord in every detail of his holy will. This is the “glorious liberty
of the children of God.” It will be enjoyed beyond the veil only by
those who have humbled themselves under the mighty hand of God,
and who have learned to love the will of God so completely that even
a thought that is contrary thereto would be painful to them. While
. these will, indeed, enjoy a liberty which to them will be “glorious,”
their rejoicing will not be on account of finally having the privilege
of doing as they please, but because in their resurrection body they
will have the ability to do God’s will perfectly, with no cords of
imperfection to restrain them from doing the will of God wh1ch they
have learned to love.

“THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE”

Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.” (John 8:32) Personal liberty must of necessity be

17



THE DAWN

relative. In the home, members of the fam:ly must to some extent
be subject one to another. Each one in the family can do as he
pleases only if that which pleases him most is that which will con~
tribute to the best interests of all. The automobile driver is not
free to drive where and how he will on the road. The exercise of
such liberty would quickly result in death to himself and to others;
The employee is subject to his employer. The president of a busi-
ness corporation is subject to a board of direcfors. Absolute free-
dom is unworkable in any field of human experience or endeavor.

" What, then, did Jesus mean when he said that the truth makes
free? Comprehensxvely speaking, the “truth” to Jesus was the will
of his Heavenly Father. On behalf of his disciples he prayed,
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy Word is truth” (John
17:17) The Word of God to Jesus was the Old Testament Scrip-
tiires—the “volume of the book”—which he agreed to obey at the
time of his consecration at Jordan. Supplemental to the Old Testa-
ment, his followers have been blessed with the New Testament
Scriptures. These enlarge upon and elucidate that which had
previously been written, and thus is the wxll of God made plam to-
those who are sanctified by it. -

™ The “truth,” then, not only makes us ﬁ'ee but it sanctifies us.
Bit these two results of the Word of God in our lives are in reality
merely parts of one accomplishment. - First, the truth separates us
from the binding influence of error, and t.'hen sets us apart to do the
will of God. It liberates us from being slaves of sin, and makes us
the bond “servants of Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 6:6; Phil. 1:1) In
other words, the freedom which Jesus offered his followers through
the truth was not personal liberty to chart their own course in life,
because no one knew better than Jesus did that such liberty leads
to death.. He wanted them to be free from -traditions of men, and
from the burdens imposed upon them by the religious leaders: of
that day; and in the place of that bondage he invited them to take
his “yoke” upon them. His yoke, he explained, they would find
“easy,” and his burden “light.” (Matt.-11:30) It would be easy
and light because they would learn to love it. ,

The whole universe is controlled by law. Even the planets
are niot free to traverse the heavens where they will. Similarly,
the intelligent creatures of God, when in harmony with the divine
will, are restrained and controlled by law, and that law is the will
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of God. - Their obed:emeisvoluntaryupboapomt. -Any of us
can say that we wor’t do this, or we will do that, regardless of God’s
will in the matter; but we cannot continue in such a course of liberty
wxfhout suffering for it. God is dealing with us, and with the en~
tire human race—and even the angels—with the view of our learn-
ing to love his will—learning to love it so wholeheartedly that It
will be our delight to do it.

- This was true of Jesus. He did not exerclseper,sonal hberty
mhxsserv:ceofGodandoftbetruth. “] came . . . . not to do mine
ownwﬂl,butthewﬂlofhnnthatsentme, wastheMasterstesh—
mony. (John 6:38) However, the will of God was not burden-
some to the Master, but a dehght—“l delight to do thy will, O my
God: thy law is within my heart.” (Psahn408) God was his
Head, his governor, and the Head of the church is Christ. (Eph.
1;22; 5:22) ThismeansthatasChristmmwehavefreedomonly
mthxnthecxrcumsmbedlhnitsofthewﬂlofGodandofChmt,
our Head.

WE MUST LEARN TO OBEY

We should guard against the mistaken notion that the will of
God is always to be found in doing the things which we like to
do. Many times, and in many ways the preferences of our fallen
flesh -will run counter to the will of God. On any such occasion
it would be easy to conclude that a brother in Christ who might
admonish us to faithfulness in doing God’s will was trying to bring
us into bondage. The criterion by which the will of God can be
properly determined is not our preferences, but the plain statements
of the Word of God. In our Christian experience if we find our-
selves cxrcumventmg the divine requirements it will be because we'
have not yet learned fully to appreciate our privilege of being
bond slaves of the Lord, that we are being guided by the reason-
ings of the flesh while trying to make ourselves believe that we are
merely exercising our liberty in Christ. -

Depending upon our background of experience and educatlon,
and also. upon our natural temperaments, there are various re-
quirements of the will of God which we may find grievous until
we learn to love them. For example, the apostle admonishes, “Obey
them that have the rule over you.” (Heb. 13:17) This, of course,
does not mean that a Christian is to render servile obedience ta
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any human being, but it does indicate that in the properly consti-
tuted organization of the new creation some are elected to be serv-
ants, and that these should be respected in proportion to their
faithfulness to the Lord, to the truth, and to the brethren. Obedi-
ence to this admonition involves recognition of the Lord’s arrange-
ments for his people in connection with each local ecclesia. But
this is not always pleasing to the flesh. We might be inclined to
say, “I am free.in Christ. I do not need to recognize the authority
of any congregation of the Lord’s people. I prefer to exercise my
liberty in Christ and not to be tied down to any ecclesia.” Such
expressions are merely the reasonings of the fallen flesh, and to
use the expression, “Liberty in Christ” as a justification for our
own preferences is unwarranted, and a misnomer.

The apostle exhorts us to consider one another. to provoke unto
love and to good works.” (Heb. 10:24) If in obeying this admoni-
tion a brother exhorts us to be faithful along these lines, encourag-
ing us to be zealous in laying down our lives in'the service of
God as an expression of our love for him, let us not resent it. " Let
us not try to justify our lack of zeal w1th the excuse that someone
is trying to bring us into bondage by encouraging us to faithfulness
in the divine service. As a rule, the flesh resents activity in God’s
service. We would much rather conclude that there is nothing to
be done, that all God expeets of us is to study his Word and attend
meetings with a fair degree of regularity, exercising the “spirit
of a sound mind” by not going to meetings when we are too tired,
or the weather is unfavorable. This, some may argue, is their
liberty in Christ, hence they resent being reminded of their re-
sponsibilities toward God, and charge that someone is trying to
bring them into bondage.

The proper exercise-of love for the brethren in our association
with them presents problems at times. Our love for the brethren
is. not, of course, based upon a personal liking for them. Never-
theless, through our association with the Lord’s people precious
friendships develop. These in themselves are not wrong unless we
permit them to influence our judgment or our course of action with
respect to the expressed will of God. Paul told the elders of the
church at Ephesus that some would arise in their own midst who
would speak “perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”
(Acts 20:30) This has been true in every part of the age. It is
true today, and when it occurs a test is presented to those involved.
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In the church at Ephesus, for example, doubtless those who
began to speak perverse things had become the special friends of
many in the ecclesia, and therein was a test. If those who held
stedfastly to the truth-decided to exercise what they called their
liberty in Christ, they might decide that it didn’t make much dif-
ference about the perverse things their friends were teaching. And
even when these withdrew from the ecclesia and endeavored to
draw others with them, these “liberty-loving” brethren might have
‘decided that they would keep in touch with them—“just to show a
good spirit.” After all, they might reason, Why should I be in
bondage to the ecclesia? I am free in Christ to come and go as
I please.

Such decision and such conduct on the part of any of the breth-
_ren in the ecclesia at Ephesus, regardless of how plausible it might
have seemed, would have been acting in defiance of the clearly
expressed will of God through his apostle. It is but natural to
want to keep in touch with our friends. We love them, and dis-
like to give them -up; but in reality, we injure them by a course
of action that is contrary to the expressed will of God. It is very
easy to-injure our friends by encouraging them in the wrong course
they have taken. The most effective way of reclaiming: our breth-
ren who have erred is to stay where we belong ourselves, and by
-our example of faithfulness beckon to them to return to the right
way. It is a mistake to suppose that by going along with them to
show a good spirit they will be helped This merely encourages
them in their wrongdoing.

The will of God in a matter of this kind is not pleasing to the
flesh, and we may reason that our liberty is being icircumscribed;
but again let us remind ourselves that our liberty in Christ is liberty
merely to do God’s will—it is not liberty to follow our own in-
clinations when they run counter to the clearly discerned will and
approval of God and his Christ. On this point we have an express
command by the inspired apostle, a command that should be recog-
nized as binding by every consecrated follower of the Master—
“Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary “to the
doctrine which we have learned; and avoid them.”—Rom. 16:17

What does it mean to “mark” them which cause divisions
contrary to the doctrine? It certainly doesn’t mean to brand them
with a hot iron, or to persecute them, or to speak all manner of
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evil against them, falsely. But the least it can mean, nevertheless,
is that we should not ignore their course of action, but rather take
note of them, and of what they are doing, and where others are
mdangerofbemgmlsledbythem,tosoundawammg. Our love
for the whole church demands that we “mark” to thls extent those
who cause divisions. ‘

And Paul adds that we. should “avmd” them. Surely this
doesn’t mean that if a brother has separated himself from our
ecclesia, and is endeavoring to draw others after him, we should
refusetospeaktohxmonthesu-eet orcrossovertotheother‘side
of the street when we see him coming. But it would mean, it seems
to us, that we should avoid such a one to the extent that we would
carefully refrain from giving any encouragement to the wrong
course he is taking; or by our conduct lead others to believe that we
think he is justified in what he is doing, and that probably the
Lord is pleased with the course he is taking. To do or say anything
which would even in the slightest degree bid Godspeed to a wrong-
doer makes us equa]ly guilty before God.—II John 10, 11}

“I WILL EAT NO MEAT”

A very 1llummatmg ﬂlustratxon of the importance of restrain-
ing our personal preferences is the problem which existed in the
- Early Church with respéct to eating meat which had been offered to-
idols. Those well developed in the truth knew that the meat had
not been defiled by its being presented in sacrifice to an inanimate
god, and they felt at liberty to eat such meat. Probably it could be -
bought at bargain prices on the market, hence its use would be
an economic advantage to those whose consciences would permit.

In this s:tuatmn, nevertheless, was an excellent opportunity to
restrain one’s use of liberty. Here the rule of love superseded the
exercise of liberty, as it so often does. Paul caught the spirit of
the matter. He realized that if he ate meat which was offered to
idols, brethren who thought it wrong to do so might be led to follow
his example against their conscience, and thus their fortitude for
doing right would be weakened. The apostle reasoned, -therefore,
that the exercise of his liberty might cause injury to hls brethren,
so he wrote, “If meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no.
flesh while the world standeth,”--I Cor. 8:13 :

The law of God involved here is the one which calls for self- .
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sacrificing interest on behalf of our brethren. This law, this re-
straining cord limiting the exercise of our personal liberty, will
be found to apply in many situations with which we may be con-
fronted from time to time. Even where there is no specific command
of Scripture to explain the will of God in a given circumstance,
this principle may well show us the course to-take. How will my
words, my actions, my attitude in this matter affect my brethren,
particularly my brethren who may be only recently in:the way
and who are not yet well grounded in the truth? The general
welfare of the entire ecclesia, including beginners in the truth,
should constitute a ngld control on what we do, where we go, and
what we say.

It is a-mistaken notion of Christian liberty to suppose that we
are free to do anything that we feel reasonably certain won't en-
danger our owp standing in the truth. As members of the body
of Christ - we are not free to say or do anything which even in
the rembotest degree may injure another member in the body. Our
liberty must be restrained, or limited, to meet the viewpoint of the
babes in Christ. Our flesh may rebel against such restraint, but as
we learn to love God’s will, we will rejoice in the pnwlege of cur-
tailing our own liberties in order that others might be blessed.

EVERY THOUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY

Constant vigilance is necessary in order not to misue our liberty
to do God’s will, which is our true hberty in Christ. Paul speaks
of “casting down imaginations [margin, “reasonings”], and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Chnst "
(I Cor. 10:5) Surely an injunction of this kind should impress
upon our hearts and minds the folly of supposing that as Christians
we are not hedged about by restrictions. The only sense in which
we can be truly free to do the things of our choice is by becoming
so oriented to the will of God, that its every detail is a delight to
our hearts.

So far as the mmd of the flesh is concerned, we have no liberty,
for our every thought is to be brought into captivity. As bond
slaves of Jesus Christ we are to have no plans of our own that will
in any measure run counter to the will of God. There is a broad
latitude in this, however, provided we have learned to love his will.
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We are free to add to our faith’ virtue, and to viftie knowledge,
and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, and to
patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly kindness,. and to
brotherly kindness love. (II Peter 1:5-7) We are free to lay down
our lives for the brethren. We are free to hold forth the Word
of life. We are free to let our light shine that others may have
an opportunity to be blessed by the truth. We are free to use all
our time and strength and means in the service of the Lord, the
triith, and the brethren, up to the point where such service does
not infringe on the rights ‘of others toward whom we may have
obhgatlons

We are free to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saints. We are free to admonish the brethren to faithfulness
in love and in good works. We are free to study the Bible in order
that we may better understand the will of God. We are free to love
the brethren and to manifest that love toward them within the lim-
itations laid down for us in the Word of God. We are free to do good
unto all men as we have opportunity, and especially unto the house-
hold of faith.

We are not free to walk after the flesh. We are not free to
speak or act in any way which may even remotely be injurious to
our brethren. We are not free to render evil for evil, reviling for
reviling. We are not free to separate ourselves from the brethren
and endeavor thus to serve the Lord independently of our locat
ecclesia. We are not free to conclude that our judgment is superior
to that of the ecclesia with which we are associated. We are not
free to do as we please according to the preferences of our fallen
flesh.

If and when we learn to love the will of God as we should, the
only restraint we will find burdensome will be the hampering im-
perfections of the flesh which prevent us from rendering that abso-
lute obedience to the Lord in every detail for which our hearts long.
Because of these fleshly cords of bondage, we will “groan,” as the
apostle puts it, whilst we strive to keep our sacrifice on the altar
until it is fully consumed and in the resurrection we are delivered
into that glorious liberty of the sons of God—glorious because we
will then be able fully to render that absolute obedience which we
are trying to do now. May the anticipation of that sublime future
liberty spur us on now to greater faithfulness as slaves to our
Master, even Christ.

24



Evening portions
of spiritual food

i . » . h /"
Songs in the ng t
“Give unto the Lord, O ye sons of the mighty, give unto the
Lord glory and strength.”_——Psnm 29:1

MARCH 1

As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.
—Proverbs 23:71

THIS right thinking of the heart has
very much to do with the whole. life.
_The apostle says that we are trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds
to know what is the perfect will of
God. " This is the Christian's stand-
point. How glad we are that our
Heavenly Father is judging us from
this standpoint! How glad we are that
he is able to read the heart, that he
knows our hearts, that he knows our
And in pro-
portion as we understand God’s regula-
tions and desire to be guided by them,
our hearts will become purified. Then
- the more care shall we take of our
hands, what they shall do; and our
tongues, what they shall say. Thus we
shall keep our hearts—submit our wills
;go )the will of God.—Z ’13-5246 (Hymn

MARCH 2

If a man love Me, he will keep My
. words: and My Father wiil love him,
and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him.—John 14:23

. HAVE you heard the cry, the knock,
announcing our Bridegroom’s presence?
Are you awake? Are you seeing to it
that you are clothed with the right-
eousness of Christ as with a garment?
See that, under his direction, you keep
it “without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing,” and help one another, and
“so much the more as you see the day
approaching,” remembering that it is
written, “The Lamb’s wife hath made
herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7)—Z ™80-83
(Hymn 165)
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" .MARCH 13

Now the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Spirit.—Romans 15:13

-HOPE. . .. . finds in faith a substance,
because - the faith rests upon a divine
promise. Whoever, therefore, has hope

that is' without such a divine promise
has a foundationless hope. Realizing

these things, how careful “we should
be that our hopes should not soar away
to uncertain fantasy, but build solidly
upon the faith foundation of divine
promise. Such as have this proper
faith must of necessity be students of
the divine Word, and the -greater their
studies the more their faith; and the
greater their - faith the more their
studies of the promises—Z '09-4385
(Hymn 178)

MARCH 4

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.—
~1 Peter 38

LOVE for the brethren is set forth

-in the Scriptures as one of the indis-
. putable evidences of our having at-

tained  membership in the body of
Christ. This love may be of varying
degrees, but it must be ours in some
degree if we are the Lord’s, for “if any
man have not the spirit of Christ he is
none of his.” (Rom. 8:9) But this
flame of sacred love for the brethren
kindled in our hearts is not sufficent;
it must blaze, burn, and produce in us
not merely a warmth of love but a
consuming love—love which will not -
only overlook various weaknesses and

imperfections in the brotherhood, and



"For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, worketh for us a far
L exceeding and eternal weight of
‘Pory~II Corinthians 4:17
ARE we willing to bear the hatred,
& scorn, the contumely, which loyalty
“to the truth brings? Is our Father’s
loving favor more, far more, to us than
the favor and smiles of the whole
world—even more, far more, than life
It 50, we can go forth in his
name, rejoicing as we ‘go, praising him'
with our singing - the new song
which he hath put into our mouths,
%aven the loving-kindness of our God.”
K costs something to sing this song.—
Z "14-5441 (Hyron 17)

' MARCH 6

But ye are washed, but ye are saneti-
fled, but ye are justified in the name of
fthe Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
God.~1 Corinthlans 8:11

5

of the truth or the mental application
of the truth, but through the heart-
thinking of the truth. This heart-
thinking, these deep resolutions, are
ours as Christians, and are to be
prineciples. These

God is considering—mot the old crea-
ture, more or less bl i
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ly b count it all joy when
into divers temptations.—James

54

QUR joy is largely dependent upon
our study of the Word and our knowl-
edge of the preclous promises contained
therein for those who overcome.

'Lordwantsthose'whowillmc}.ure'a

dure patiently, though the temptations
continue long and the fribulations be-
come more and more Severe. But if
they should lose faith, all their pre-
cious, good resolutions and standing for
what is -right would not make them
overcomeérs.—2Z '14-5460 (Hymn 90) :

o MARCH 9
My soul shall be satisfied as with

marrow and fatness;” and mouth
shall praise Thee with joyful lips: when
1 remember Thee upon my bed, and

meditate on Thee in the night watches,
—Psalm 635, 6

WHOEVER has time for meditation
will receive a great blessing if his

thoughts shall turn. toward the Al-
mighty, acknowledging his goodnesd,

sepkingtoglvepralsetoGleorall
his manifold mercies, meditating upon
God in the night watches. We should
be continually remembering  the Lord
in all our moments of rest, whether on
a bed, or wherever we may be. We
should cultivate the habit of meditating
upon him, We think very few pecple
meditate upon the Lord; and it is-to
their . disadvantage that they do not.
The great and holy laws of God find
expression in him. We should think of
God ss the personification of all -that
is just, loving, kind, wise, in character
and principle.  This should stimulate



proportion “hearts and lpa
praise him—Z '15-5185 (Hymn 115)
. MARCH 19

The servant of the Lord must
!ﬂive;butbemﬂeunmﬂi?‘n,apt

forgiving, and kind? (I Tim. 2:24; Ep
431, 32) If we find after close intro-
spection that we are in full :

‘love, we may know that we are filled
i irit. This spirit of love
will enlarge our hearts and minds, mak-
ing us broader and nobler day by day.
—~Z °16-5912 (Hymn 198) :

MARCH 11

. ‘Take heed anto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in-them: for in doing
this thou shalt both save thyself, and
) thee~I Timothy 4:16
BACH consecrated believer should
- agk himself;” How . have I
studied that which I recognize as di-
vine truth? How fully capable am I
" of handling the sword of the Spirit?
. Few indeed are those who can say ﬂl:ﬁ

not

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ. =
R 13 SIS
. PUTTING on the Lord Jesus is not
the work of a moment, nor of an hour,
nor of a menth, nor of a year; it is the -
work of a lifetime. But unless it by
begun it will never be completed, And:
indeed we may be sure that weé cam
never fully put on Christ's : :
i However, the Lord will see our
pat

]

endeavor; our strenuous fighting to pu
off the old nature, to put off the works
qfthe“ ofanrght:ec?:nmss, m&ﬂi:
our relationship to himi—the livery, the
clothing, that will make ug separate

from the world, sanctified to God

H ye through the Spirit do mertify

the deeds of the body, ye shall Hve~
Romans 8:13 ' :

SINCE all of us have a measure of
the unholy spirit in our flesh, some
more and some less, it is right to pra
daily for a larger measure of the

P
-selves to look for evidences of the Hoal
Spirft in our life.—~2Z *15-5709 (Hymn 1

MARCH 14

Let the righteous smite me; it shall

' a. : and let him reprove me;
it shall be an excellent oil, which shalt
not break my head—Psalm 141:5 - -

have fellowship with -God.
have the iti
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indeed are glad to have such experi-
ences and lessons as the Lord's provi-
dences may direct to them—especially
if these come through the brethren, and
particularly if the brethren who use
‘these administer their rebukes in a
Christian manner-—in meekness, remem-
‘bering themselves, lest they also .be
‘b_t?;npted (Gal. 6:1)—Z ’'15-5692 (Hymn

MARCH 15

. Through Him we . ... have access by
gne Spirit unto the Father —~Ephesians
" WE ARE never safe from being side-
tracked wunless we go often to the
throne of grace; we cannot be filled
- unless we keep very close to the great
Fountain from which' our infilling
comes. We must daily carry our earthen
Eétcher to this heavenly Fountain to
replenished; for we are leaky vessels.
We are not to feel discouraged if we
do not find in ourselves the rapid
growth that we desire to see. Strong,
sturdy trees that can withstand the
flercest storms are not developed in a’
day. Their growth is a slow, steady
process,—Z ’16-5912 (Hymn 229)

MARCH 16

Seeing tllen that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and iness, . . . . that ye may bhe
found of Him in peace, without spot,
and blameless.—II Peter 3:11, 14

THE Christian who knows about
these things of the future, and who
lives in anticipation of them, has a joy
and a peace of which the world knows
nothing. One week of such living is
worth more than an entire lifetime
with only such things as the world has
to offer. And if now we enjoy living the
new  life, and enterihg by faith into
the things that the Lord has in reser-
vation for us, what will be the realiza-
tion! If we would lose much in the
present time by losing our hope and
faith, what would it be to lose these
'_thmgs eternally! As we realize  this,
-we see that we cannot afford one
moment of carelessness—Z '15-5778
(Hymn 78)
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_courage proper to

“impliedly answers this question—
" is not what we can do, but what the

_.MARCH 17
To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with Me in My throne, even as
I also ov e, and am set down with
glzyi Father in his throne.—Revelation

THOSE who have faith in God still
have battles to be won, but not with

theless, are based upon the same prin-
ciple which operated favorably with
David. Faith in God lies at the basis
—ithe realization that the cause in which
they fight is one approved of God. A
their faith—a faith
gradually developed in previous vic-
tories over lesser foes, as in David's
case~helps to give courage and strength
for battling with the most terrifying
giants we may encounter.—Z ’15-566%
(Hymn 200)

'MARCH 18

The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord: and he dellghteth in his
way~Psalm 37:23

THE l.ord’s people are bemg taught
of God, and hence are learning more
and more to control their thoughts and
words and acts. Our thoughts are to
be kind! Our thoughts are to be gen-
erous! Our thoughts are to be just!
We are not to allow an evil suspicion
to lodge in our minds against anybody.
The common law of man decides that
no judgment shall be pdssed against
any one until the thing be proven
againgt him. Those who have done the
most evil and caused the most difficulty
are those who have surmised evil
against others. But it is better if we
learn this as a precept from the Lord’s
Word, and happy are we if we see the
degrading power of evil speaking and
evil thinking, and - entirely refrain
therefrom.—Z ’13-5266 (Hymn T1)

MARCH 19

And this I pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more in knowl-
e.dsge and in all judgment.—Philippians
1

WHAT shall I do that I may have
this overflowing love? The apostle
t it
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Lord can do in us and for us. His
words are, “The Lord make you to
increase and abound in love” 1 is
the Lord’s doing; we can accomplish
very little for ourselves, and the sooner
we learn this the better. The springs
of our love must come from the Foun-
fam of love and grace and truth—from
God, for “God is love.”—Z '10-4662
{(Hymn 172)

MARCH 20

Great peace have they which love
Thy law: and nothing shall offend them.
—Psalm 119:165

GOD'S law represents God’s will.
. To love God’s law, then, would be

toapprecmtethefactthatGodhasa
great purpose; to take delight in finding
out what God’s will is, and to have full
confldence in his justice, wisdom, love,
and power. Great peace have all those

ho so do. .They do not understand

ery dealing of divine justice, but
their faith holds to the fact that he is
too wise to err. Thus they have peace
in confiding their interests to him.—
Z '11-4898 (Hymn 114)

MARCH 21

Jesus sald unto them, I am the
Bread of Life: he that cometh to me
shall never hunger.—John §:35

AS THE Israelites would have per-
ished ' without food, so the spiritual
Israélites would not have sufficient
strength for the journey without the
heavenly food. Jesus gave himself the
title of “the truth.” Whoever there-
fore eats of this Bread from heaven
partakes of the truth. Only by par-
taking largely, regularly, daily, of our
Lord, his merit and his gracious ar-
rangements for us, can we become
strong in him, and prosecute the journey
faithfully and enter into the spiritual
Canaan—Z ’13-5279 (Hymn 146)

MARCH 22

I will instruct thee and teach thee in
the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with’ Mine eye—~Psalm 32:8

DIVINE providence comes to our aid
at various times, to assist us in making
progress “toward the mark”; to assist
us in incréasing and abounding in love;

29

- true spirit of sonship.

for if, peradventure, one who at heart
is. fully consecrated to the Lord should
tarry by the way, and become over-
charged with the.cares of this life, the
Lord, in much mercy and love, will
perhaps permit affliction or of
some kind to overtake him, to be a
chastisement, a lesson, an assistance,

and thus, as the expresses it,
“Thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me” (Psalm 23:4) It is by these

providences of God that we are fre-
quently taught lessons which we could
never learn from the instructions of
his Word alone.—Z '10-4663 (Hymn 74)

MARCH 23

There 1s no fear in love; but
love casteth out feax—I John 4:18

_THERE is a proper fear or reverence
and disinclination to offend our Heav-
enly Father and our Redeemer, which
we wish never to lose. Perfect love
will not cast out this fear, but rather
intensify it. The fear which love casts
out is timidity, a servile fear or dread
of the Lord or of Satan, or the fallen
angels, or of men and what they might
do unto us. Perfect love cannot be at-
tained without knowledge, faith, cour-
age, and overcoming, It is the result
of the exercise of all this divine ar-
rangement that brings us nearer to
God und makes us truly thankful and
appreciative of his gracious purposes
and omnipotent power for their accom-
plishment.—Z *09-4379 (Hymn 305)

MARCH 24

Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from gall filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.—II Corinthians 7:1

WHOEVER, after having experienced
the Lord’s blessing in the forgiveness
of sins, has no desire to war a warfare
against them, and to\bring into sub-
jection of his new mind the powers and
talents of his mortal body, has not the
He would there-
by be giving evidence that he does not
truly love righteousness and that he
does not truly hate iniquity. He would
thus be testifying that he is not of the
class whom the Lord desires as his



“on the_spirit plane—as members -
litfle flock, the ‘bride, the Lamb's
~wite~Z '15-5138 (Hymn 167) :

the
“years of his ministry our Redeemer
laid down his life. He completed that
work at Calvary, saying there, “It is
1 He there finished his bap-
tYism into death; he continued his self- -
_surrender to the end. But he has not .
yet made any application of this hu-
man life to Adam and his race. He has
merely put it into the Father's hands.
It was a life that had not been forfeited,
not been mortgaged, that had

|

wilt not leave My soul in hell;
nelther wilt Thou suffer Thine H

‘CONSIDER how necessary it was that
)¢ Messiah should both suffer death,
and also enter his glory. Both the
humiliation and the exaltation meet

£

enough to observe, but as viewed from
the standpoint of prophecy the neces-
ty is also clear; and we should not
be slow of heart to believe all that the

sper)ophets have spoken.—Z *92-1394 (Hymn.

B

MARCH 28

Purge out . . . . the old leaven, that
sy"elmaybea;new lomp~I Corinthians

ple should have a searching of his heart
to see whether or not he can find there
toward anybody, saint or sinmer, any
of the spirit of malice which the Lord
figuratively represented as leaven, con-
taminating in its influence. “A litile
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”
(I Cor. 56 - A little envy, a little



spreads to others; and thus many may
“lne defiled.—Z '08-4209 (Hymn 130)

tence and infinite wisdom; while the
himself, but in God, through faith in.
his wisdom, power, and grace, So also,”
if we would have the peace of

the peace of Christ (“My peace™),”

B

ot

by faith—Z '11-4518 (Hymn 181) ~
MARCH 31 B

And He led them forth by the right
way.—Psalm 107:7 - - R
IT IS for us to lock for the Lord's
providences in our affairs at this time,
and to find them guiding us, sheltering
us from the heat of persecution

tribulation and trial, and again at other
times enlightening us, ing us in
the dark seasons. And this leading of
divine providence is intended to be
ours so6 long as we are of the {rue

and on the alert, and who discern the
Lord’s favors which the world will not
i and which only those in the
right attitude of mind can appreciate.
~Z '07-3997 (Hymn 87) )

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

MARCH 4 “Whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely,

pians 4:8 (Z. 03-9. Hymn 198)

MARCH 11—“Wherefore seeing we also.

are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth
go easily beset us, and let us run with
patience . the. race that is set before
us."—Hebrews 12:1 (Z. '03-54. Hymn 20)

MARCH 18—"Gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and hope to the end
for the grace that is to be brought unto
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.™
—1I Peter 1:13. (Z. °03-54, Hymn 266)

MARCH 25—“Ye therefore, beloved,
seeing ye -know these things béfore,
beware lest ye -also, being led awsy
with the error of the wicked, fall from
your own stedfastness.  But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”—II Peter
3:17, 18 (Z. '03-70. Hymn Appendix X)

We have only to be patient, to pray, and to do His will accord-

ing to our present light and strength, and our growth as

new

creatures will go on. The plant grows in the fnist and under the
- clouds as truly as under sunshine. So does the “fruit of the Spirit.”




ONE of the precious truths
stressed by the Apostle John in his
.record of the life and teachings of
Jesus, and also in his epistles, is
-that of the partnership of the
church with her Head in the carry-
ing out of the divine plan. In our
Golden Text we have an example
of this—the recording of one of the
Master’s sayings which reveal the
extent to which his followers are
made partners with him and with
the Heavenly Father. As God had
sent him into the world, so now he
was sending his disciples into the
world. What an honored com-
mission it is to be one of the “sent”
ones!

Jesus expressed this same thought
in his prayer to the Father shortly
before he was crucified—“As thou
hast sent me into the world, even
so have I also sent them into the
world.” And then he prayed “that
they all may be one; as thou, Fa- -
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one .in us: that
the world may believe that thou
hast sent me.” (John 17:18, 21)
Were it not for the fact that Jesus
himself gave. expression to the
truth of this high position his faith-
ful followers occupy in the divine
plan, it would be presumptuous
indeed to aspire to it. It is a great
‘honor, and one which cannot be
esteemed too highly. And if we
do appreciate the honor as we
should we will surely endeavor to
be faithful to our calling.

If we properly appreciate the di-
vine commission for service we
will not lose sight of the breadth
of opportunity which it implies.
God “so loved” the “world,” not

INTERNATIONAL

PERSONAL WITNESS
OF THE CHRISTIAN
March T

alone the church, that he sent his
Son to suffer and to die for the
people. Just so, Jesus explains,
we are also sent into the world.
And if the love of God fills our

~hearts—that love which prompted.

him to send Jesus—we will gladly
go into the world with the glad
tidings of salvation. We will be
happy to bear witness to the truth
now; and proving faithful to our
commission, we will delight in the
glorious future opportunity of
sharing with Jesus in the work of
dispensing kingdom blessings -of
life to all mankind.

ACTS 8:26-39—God’s providences
are an important factor in every
Christian’s life, but watchfulness
and prayer are essential in order
that we might interpret them cor~
rectly. God’s providences never
direct us contrary to his’ written
Word; nor are they intended to
lead his people in a way not al-
ready outlined in the divine plan.
We have a striking example of this
in connection with Philip and- the
Ethiopian. Philip as one of the
Lord’s disciples, had been sent into
the world to pre the Gospel of
Christ, the good news of the king-
dom. There was no question about



AL BIBLE STUDIES

GOLDEN TEXT: “Peace be unto
you: as My Father hath sent Me,
even so send I you.”—John 20:21

this, hence, when the providences
of God cembined to show him a

wonderful opportunity to bear wit-"

ness to the truth, he did not hesi-
tate, but accepted the opportunity
and made the best possible use of

it.
* The account tells us that the
Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go
near, and join thyself to this
chariot.” We are not to take from
this that the Holy Spirit is a per-
son, and that it spoke audibly to
Philip. The Holy Spirit is the
‘power of God. When it came upon
the waiting disciples at Pentecost
they all began to speak The Spirit
of God in the heart is an influence
- which loosens the tongue. It
makes one want to tell about the
Lord and about his glorious truth.
Philip had the Holy Spirit in his
heart, and it was a small matter for
the Lord to indicate to him that

in the chariot with the Ethiopian

he would find an opportunity of
service.. Seeing the opportunity
would be as a command to Phllip,
as though the Holy Spirit was in-
deed saying to him, “Go to the
Ethiopian, for there you will find
a hearing ear for the truth.”

 The Ethiopian was reading from
the prophecy of Isaiah concerning

33

the suffering and death of Jesus,
but he did not understand to whom
it applied. “How can 1,” he ex-
plained to Philip, “except .some
man should guide me?" Here is
the expression of an important
fact, that is, the fact that the
Scriptures alone are not sufficient
to reveal the truth, In God’s
providence he has provided teach-
ers, those who can expound
the Scnptures, and humbly to
recognize the need of these is es-
sential to a clear knowledge of the
truth.

The Ethloplan was glad to learn
the truth, and his heart responded
to it in full consecration. Philip
must have given him a very com-
prehensive outline of Christ’s rela-
tion to the divine plan, including,
perhaps, many of the details—even
that of baptism—for when they
came to a pond of water, the
Ethiopian asked to be baptized.’
Upon the testimony of the eunuch
that his belief in Christ was genu-
ine and wholehearted, Philip im-
mersed him. Then the Spirit of
the Lord “caught -away” Philip,
and the eunuch saw him-no more.
This is just another way of saying
that Philip, seeing that his mission
with the Ethiopian eunuch was
finished, was directed of the Lor
to seek other fields of servi
hence the eunuch could not have .
further fellowship with him,

QUESTIONS:

What is one of the preclous doétrmes
of the divine plan which is emphasmed
in the Golden Text?

- Are Christians “sent” to bear witness
to the world?

Was it proper for Philip to immerse
the Ethiopian so *soon after he heard
the truth?
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WORTH OF
CHRISTIAN
'CHARACTER

March 14

‘"GOLDEN TEXT: “I press toward
themrkfortheprheofﬂlehg
' of God in Christ Jesus."—
Philippians 3:14 -

TODAY'S study was designed to
be the quarterly temperance les-
‘son, but the scriptures cited are
not addressed to the man of the
world, nor are they intended to
be warnings the -evils of
strong drink. The use of intoxicat-

‘ing liquors is indeed an evil, buta

footstep follower of the Master
"does not need to be warned against
it, In the words of our Golden
Text, the ‘apostle is not speaking
of a “calling” to shun strong drink,
but of the invitation which is ex-
tended to all true Christians to
suffer and die with Jesus now in
order to live and reign with him in
his kingdom; and this involves
much more than merely abstaining
from strong- drink and refraining
From gross sins along other lines.

- Paul says, “I press toward the
mark.” Here he is using the il-
lustration of .a race course on
which there is a mark to indicate
to the runner when he has arrived
at the end of the race. For those
‘who reach that mark in conformity
with gall the rules® of the race, a
_prize is awarded; and Paul ex-

plains that he was pressing toward
the “mark” in order fo obtain that
“prize.” And what is the. prize?
The apostle says that it is “the
pnzeofthehxghcallmgof(}odm
Christ Jesus,” which is “glory,
honor, and immortality,”—Romans
2:7

In Hebrews 3:1, the apostle de~
scribes the “hxgh” calhng as the
“heavenly” calling. "It is the only

“calling” of this Gospel age. - It is
emphasized so much in the New
Testament that nearly the entire
Christian world lost sight of the
fact that God has a plan for bless~
ing those who were not partakers
of this heavenly calling. In other
words, the erroneous idea gener-
ally held is that all the saved of
mankind will be given a heavenly
reward, and that those who are
not good enough for heaven will
be lost forever. :

Now we see that God’s provision
for the vast majority of the human
race is to restore them to life upon
the' earth as humsan beings; and
that the “heavenly calling” of this
Gospel age is for the purpose of
selecting a “little flock™ of self-
sacrificing ones willing to follow
Jesus in the way of suffering and
death, inspired by the hope . of
sharing in his kingdom reign for
the blessing of the remainder of
the human race. To obtain thé ob-
jective of this “calling” will be a
“prize” indeed. Paul considered it
a prize of such great value that he
counted all things else as “loss and
dross” by comparison.

The “mark” to be reached by
the Christian in running for- the
“prize of the high calling”“is that
of divine love—perfect love-—a love
soall-embracmgthattheonewho ,

34 .



 INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIES

possesses it will gladly lay down
‘his life for others, and in God's
‘appointed way. It is a love ‘which
extends mercy even to one’s ene-
mies, and is happy to see them
,blessed, rather than cursed. Such
is the love of the Heavenly Father,
for he causes the sun to shine and
the rain to fall upon both the just
and the unjust. No one will be
‘counted worthy to reign with
Christ who has not attained this
degree of love in his heart."

EPHESIANS 5:6-21—In this
scripture Paul depicts Christians

as being children -of the light; that -

is, those who have been enlight-

enedbythetruth—theu'uthwhmhj

is made manifest to God’s conse-
erated people by the Holy Spirit.
In another epistle he admonishes
the children of the light to walk as
though they were living in the new
day, when all the hidden things of
darkness will be manifested.  He
writes also that those who are
drunken “are drunken in the
night”--that is, they are intoxicated
by the spirit of this world of dark-
ness; its selfish aims and tottermg
hopes.—I Thess. 5:5-8

" There is a certain exhilaration.

which comes from the use of wine,
a help, it is alleged, for one to for-
get himself and his troubles. But
Christians have a better source of
stimulation than this—a righteous
antidote for the cares of this world.
Paul writes, “Be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but be
filled with the Spirit”"—that is, the
Spirit of the Lord. The Spirit of
the Lord comes to us through the
" Word of truth; and we can be
“filled” with that Spirit in pro-
portmn as we are emptied of se]f

There. is a definitely prescribed
method of being “filled with the
Spirit.” Paul explains that it is by
“speakingtoyoum}vampsa]nn,
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your
hearts to the Lord.” This is a de=

. scription of Christian fellowship, of

communing one with the other in
the precious truths of the Word,
a method of stimulation which will
lift us above the trials and cares ol
this life and cause us to rejoice to=
gether in the Lord. It is drinking
deeply of the refreshing doctrines
of the divine plan and rejoicing
therein with thanksgiving. =

Pail writes that we should “walk
circumspéctly, not as fools, but as
wise, redeeming the time; because
the days are evil” This is surely
timely advice for today. It cer-
tainly would be foolish not to make
the best possible use of our ‘time
in the Lord’s service, now that
Satan's world of darkness is so.
rapidly passing away and the new
day is so near. Never has it been
more important that we do not be-
come overcharged with the cares of
this life, or intoxicated with the
worldly spirit of pleasure. .
QUESTIONS:

What is the “mark” toward which

Christlan

running, and what is
the“p * to be attained by reaching

that mark and remaining thereat umtil
death?

In what sense are Christians
called “children of the light”?

‘What constitutes spiritual stlmulation.

- .and what is the proper method of ob-

taining it?

Whatdoesitmeanto“redeqnthe‘
time,” and why should it now be con-
gidered so important?
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OF GOD
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GOLDEN TEXT: “Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.”-—Matthew 6:10

THE “kingdom” referred to in
the Golden Text is not, strictly
speaking, the kingdom of Christ,
for during the thousand years of
Christ’s kingdom God’s will will
not be as fully done on earth as it
is.now done in heaven. That thou-
sand years is a time for the putting
down and destroying of the enemies
of God and of righteousness.
Christ must reign, Paul informs us,
until all enemies are put under his
feet, and the “last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death. (I Cor. 15:
24-26) Until death is destroyed
throughout the earth, the will of
God will not be done here as it is
in heaven. - .

True, the kingdom of Christ is
the agency through which the will
of God is to be re-established
throughout the earth, hence when
we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we
naturally and properly think of the
agency by which our prayer is to
be answered. Thus we long for
the full manifestation of Christ’s
kingdom, and for the blessings it
will bring to the people. At the
same time, it is well to remember
that our prayer for God’s kingdom
to come will not be fully answered
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until the end of the Millennium,
when all enemies have been de- -
stroyed; and when Christ will turn
over the restored world of man-
kind to God, that he “may be all
in all.”"—I Cor. 15:25-28 ’

LUKE 4:16-20—Jesus’ quotation
from Isaiah 61, and his application
of this prophecy to himself, identi-
fies the beginning of its fulfilment,
and the prophecy itself outlines
the scope of the work to be ac-
«complished by the Master and
those who were to be assoclated
with him as members of his body.
This prophecy constituted Jesus’
authority to preach—the authority
of the Holy Spirit. It was his
ordination, and he needed no other.

Churchianity has tried to im-
prove on this ordination of the
Holy Spirit by insisting that those
who serve as ministers must be
college educated and receive the
official approval of some humanly
constituted board of alleged au-
thority. But Jesus did not receive
any such preparation for the min-
istry, nor did he need it. Neither
did the apostles attend college.
They were for the most part “un-
learned and ignorant men.” (Acts
4:13) But through his Spirit, God
authorized them to preach the glac
tidings; and he still does this for
all his consecrated and truth-en-
lightened people.

The first work of the kingdom

.of Christ was the proclamation of

the good news concerning -the
blessings -it would bring to the
people. That good news consists
of the fact that all the prisoners of
death are to be released, and all
the blind eyes are to be opened.
Those who are held in bondage to
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sin and superstition and held slaves
through fear, are to be set at lib-
erty, and.this, too, is a part of the
good news of the kingdom. Jesus
was also commissioned to preach
“the acceptable year of the Lord,”
that is, that this Gospel age is the
time when God would accept the
sacrifices of the antitypical priest-
hood, and reward these fait
sacrificers with the glory of the
kingdom.

. MARK 4:26-29—This is a beau-

tiful parable showing the operation

of divine power in connection with

the development of the kingdom

class. As we have noted, the king-

dom work begins with the preach--
ing of the Gospel. It is spoken of

by Paul as the “foolishness of

preaching.” (I Cor. 1:21) And
then, just as in the case of grain

that is sown, this seed grows and

produces results. It is said of the

man in the parable that “he know-

eth not how” the grain grows and

ripens ready for the harvest. So

it is true with respect to the devel-

opment of The Christ, Head and

body. .

LUKE .17:20, 21—Much = false
theology has been based upon this
passage because of a mistransla-
tion. The mistranslation is found
in the expression, “The kingdom of
God is within you.” This should read
that the kingdom is “among you”;
or more specifically, “The King is
among you,” for Jesus is referring
to the fact that he, as the King in
the coming kingdom, was already
in- the midst of the scribes and
Pharisees, yet they did not recog-
The Pharisees had demanded of
Jesus to tell them when the king-
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dom of God would come. He ex-
plained that it would not come with
outward splendor, as they expected,
that in reality it had already come
in the sense that the King was
present, conducting a preparatory
work—“The King is among you”

ROMANS 14:17—When the apos-

tle wrote to the Romans that the
kingdom of God was “righteous-

ness, and peace, and joy in the

Holy Spirit,” he did not mean that
it was only this, that the time
would not come when an actual
government would be set up in this
earth by the “Prince of Peace,” and
that it would rest upon the
shoulder of him who will rule from
“sea to sea, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth.” (Isa.
9:6, 7; Psa. 72:8) The kingdom
existed in Paul's day only in its
embryonic stage. It was in course
of preparation in that those who
were to reign with Christ were be-
ing prepared for their part in it.
He explained that for these there
were things of far greater impor-
tance than the exercise of one’s
liberty to eat meat which had been
offered to idols. -

QUESTIONS:

When will the Christian’s prayer,
“Thy kingdom come,” be answered?

By whom was Jesus ordained to
preach?

In what sense are the sowing and
growth of grain like the development
of Christ’s kingdom? - .

Is ‘it reasonable to suppose that the
kingdom of God was in the hearts o
the Pharisees of Jesus' day? B

" What did Paul mean.by the state-

ment that “the kingdom of God is....
righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit”?
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ETERNAL LIFE
' Mgrch 28

GOLDEN TEXT: “And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast .
Jobn 17:3

lN THE resurrection of Jesus is
centered the hope of eternal life
for all mankind. The Apostle Peter
saysofa]ltruebelieversmChrist
that they have been begotten again
to a lively hope”—or a hope of life

—%by - the resurrection of Jesus’'

Christ” And Paul declares that
God has given “assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him
[Jesus] from the dead.” (I Peter
1:3; Acts 17:31) Jesus declared
that power had been .given him
“over all flesh to give eternal life
to those whom the Father had
chosen to be his apostles, and in
the words of our Golden Text he
emphasizes that a knowledge of the
true God, and of the Redeemer, is
essential in order to be blessed
with. eternal life—John 17:2
There is only one way whereby
_those of finite minds can know God
’suﬂicxently to have eternal life,
and that is through the truth of
his Word. One may have a limited
knowledge of God through a study
of his marvelous creative works—
the sun, the moon, the stars.
Therein we can see God’s wisdom
displayed, and we can see an ex-
hibition of his mighty power.
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On the other hand, we are sur-
rounded with many circumstances
which, apart from a knowledge of

‘his divine plan of the ages,” would

give us a distorted c¢onception. of
God. ‘Many have said that if they
were in God’s place they would
change a lot of things in this world.
Well, God IS changing them, too,
but why he has allowed suﬁermg
and death to continue uninter-
rupted for thousands of years can

_ be explained only in the light of

the truth. Only the truth of the
divine plan does explain the per-
mission of evil, showing the justice
and wisdom and loveofGodm
connection therewith.

To know God in the full sense
means more than having a mental
grasp of the various features of his
plan. . It means also a ‘heart a
plication of the principles of
truth and putting the divine wlll
into practice. Thus we learn to
know God through the enjoyment
of a blessed partnership with him,
for we come into personal touch
with his mercy and love, and we
experience the integrity of his
Word through the faithfulness with
which he fulfils his promises to us
in our every time of meed. And
in this same way we learn to know -

-Jesus; and- through his personal

knowledge of both the Father and
the Son, and our faithfulness to
them, we w111 obtain eternal life.-

COLOSSIANS 3:1- 4—When
‘Jesus was raised from the dead he
became the “firstfruits” of them
that slept.” (I Cor. 15:20) The
entire Christ company are also the
firstfruits of the resurrection; and
when we take this larger pictute
into consideration, we might speak
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of Jesus as the first of the first-
fruits. The remainder of the
fruits” class. come forth in the

“first resurrection” to live and

reign with Christ a thousand years.
(Rev. 20:4, 6) This is the glorious
hope of every true follower of the
Master.

The first resurrection is to be a
glorious reality for all the body
membets of The Christ; so much a
reality ‘that the Scriptures use it
‘to- symbolize the new life of the
Christian on this side of the veil.
This is the thought of the apostle
in his words, *“If ye then be risen

with Christ, seek  those things -

/which are above, where Christ sit-
teth at the right hand of God.” We
are not risen with Christ in the
sense of having come up in the
first resurrection, but we have that
hope, and believing that we will
actually be risen with him, we
should even now, to the fullest ex-
tent possible, live with him, keep-
-ing our lives in harmony w-lth our
heavenly aspirations.

COLOSSIANS 3:12-17—1If we are’

living with Christ, with our affec-

ions set on things above rather -

an on the things of the earth, we
will become more and more like
him, and like our Heavenly Father.
This means that we will “put on
therefore, as the elect of God, . . . .
bowels of mercies, kindness, hum-
bleness of mind, meekness, long-
suffering.”
these qualities of true righteous-
ness, and the closer we live to him
and the moie we set our affeetions
~or’ things above the more. should
- these characteristics become dorm-
nant in our own lives,
“f.et the word of Christ dwell in
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Jesus abounded in all .

~you " writes Paul. - In.order -
“let” the word of Christ dwell
in us, we must be emptied of self,
and our natural affections for the
things of earth must give place {0
the new aspirations.. “For ye are
dead,” writes the apostle, that is;
we have covenanted to be dead-to
self; and if we are faithful to our
covenant our lives will be “hid-
with Christ in God.”" H we. are
thus hidden away with Christ in
the “secret place of the Most High,”
dwelling with him and his words
dwelling in us, we will daily grow
more like him.—Psalm 91:1 .
And we are to admonish one an-
other along this line by the use
of “psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs We are to sing with grace
in our hearts, writes Paul. While
this undoubtedly includes . the
singing of hymns in a literal sense,
it is well to remember that the
truth of the Gospel, the divine plan
is itself a glorious melody of God’s
grace and love—the song of “Moses
and the Lamb”—and that it is our
privilege to know this song, and to

sing it with the household of faith

for the-encouragement and joy -of
all of us who are walking in the
narrow way of sacrifice. (Rev. 15:
3) Thus we will help one another’
to 'set our affections on “things -
above.”

QUEST[ONS

How is it possible for those of ﬁmte
minds to “know” God?"

Isltessenhnltoknowonlythatthere
IsaGodmorderﬂohanetemnlhh?

Whntdoeuitmeantobe“risenwlth
Christ’?

How can we “let” the wurd of Chrlst
dwell in us?
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A WORLD TRANSITION

March 7

f Frank, are you sure that it is God's
planforthxsearthtoremami.nex—
istence forever, and that the human
race will continue to live on it through-
out the endless ages of eternity?

f Yes, Ernest, that’s what the Seriptures
clearly teach. All of the prophets of
God assure us that the full restoration

of the human race to a state of health’

and everlasmz life in a world-wide
edenic home is indeed the purpose of
the Creator.

f Reason tells us that this is &s it should
be. But Frank, there are difficulties in
the way of accepting this conception of
God’s plan!

f For example?

f Well, as you must know, the Bible
speaks of the “time of the end.” It

,also prophesies the end of the world. -

Furthermore, we read in the Bible
about the “last days,” and then there
are all those scriptures’ concerning the
judgment day, which are usually as-
sociated with the thought of doomsday.
Doomsday, you know, is supposed to
mark the end of everything. Now
Frarik, how are we to harmonize these
thoughts with what the Scriptures
clearly teach concerning the fact that
man is to dwell on the earth forever
in a state of edenic happiness and life?

{ Ernest, when we examine these scrip-
tures in the light of what they really
teach, there is mno contradiction of
thought.

¥ But Frank, doesn’t the *time of the
end” mean the end of time?

§ No!" The biblical time of the end
refers to a transition period, which will

teminate in the end of the reign of-

sin and death. It does not refer to the
end of time. As a matter of fact, Er-
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* nest, we are already living in the fore-

told - time of the end, yet time itself
still goes on.

f I'll admit, Frank, that the present is
a very outstanding period in human
history, but why conclude that it is what
the prophet foretold as the time of the

1[ The Prophet Damel describes the time
of the end as a period in which many
shall run to and fro, and in which
knowledge shall be increased. As you
know, it has been within the lifetime
of this present generation that people
have really started running to and fro.
We are now a world of travelers, be-
cause suddenly there has come an un-
precedented increase  of knowledge,

~which has made possible the invention

of new modes of travel, just as the
prophet predicted. As far back as the
eighteenth century, Sir Isaac Newton,
the noted philosopher of his day,
studied this prophecy ‘of Daniel, and
concluded that the time would come
when  people. would travel as fast
as fifty miles an hour. As we all
know, Newton’s forecast, based upon
Daniel’s prophecy, has been more than
fulfilled, -

 That is remarkable, Frank, when one
stops to think about it. , We are in-
clined to forget that all of our wonder-
ful blessings of invention and travel
are peculiar to- this generation. Our
grandparents knew little or nothing
about them. In the early days of rail-
roading many. otherwise intelligent
persons claimed that the railroads were
invlinltlions of the devil to carry souls
to hell.

1 And Ernest, it is this foretold in-
crease of knowledge, and running to
and fro on the earth that has had so
much to do with the world-wide trou-
bles of our day, such as wars and revo-
lutions, which the Prophet Daniel
describes as a time of trouble such as
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never was since there was a nation.

1 Well, it is apparent that the “time of
the end” is not the end of time. But
Frank, what about the end of the
world? - What does that expression
mean? -
f The word “world” is used in the Bible
- very’rnuch as we often use it today,
meaning not the earth, but the.associ-
ations of people upon the earth—socie-~
ty in general. The word is usually a
translation of the Greek word kosmos,
which mbeans order, or: arrangement.
The word “world” in the Bible is some-
times a trenslation of the Greek word
alon, meaning an age, or a period of
time. Several worlds, or ages, are men-
tioned in the Bible. We are told,- for
example, of'a world that came to an_
end at the time of the flood.

f But the earth did not come to an end
at that time, did it?

f No. According to the Scriptures

the earth will never come to an end. ,

In Ecclesiastes 14, the prophet tells us
that “the earth abideth forever.” The
order of things that existed before the
flood came to an end at that time, how-
ever, and then a new world order came
into existence. The world which be-
gan at the flood is now coming to an
end. 1t is because this world is already
so near an end that we hear much talk
these days. about the necessity of a
new world order.

f Do you think, Frank, that human in-
genuity will be able tv work out plans
for a new and lasting world order of
peace and happiness?

f No, Ernest! However, the Bible as-
sures us that following the full end of
the present evil world ‘there is to be
a new world order of ptace and hap-
piness. But the Bible alsy reveals that
this new world is to be established by
Christ, and not by man. Thus we see,
Ernest, that the prophetic'end of the
world does not denote the end of time,
nor- the destruction of theearth, but
merely the end of this selfih order of
things, preparatory to the estiblishment
of God’s new world, otherwisedescribed
in the Bible as the kingdom ot Christ.

f Well, that certainly does gi\g one a
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brighter outlook concerning the end of
the world. And I am glad that it is
that way. But Frank, what does the
Bible mean when it refers to the “last
days”? That expression certainly in

dicates finality, does it not? Can the‘re
be any more days after the *“last days”?

 That depends. If, in using this ex-
pression, the Scriptures refer to the
last days of the earth, or the last days
of humanity, then, of course, the Dark-
Age theory of doomsday would have
some scriptural foundation.. But actual-
ly, Ernest, that is not what the Bible
refers to as the last days.

f What ARE the last days of ‘the
Bible? -

{ The expression, “last days,” as used
in the Scriptures, is descriptive of the
closing days of the reign of sin and
death, and the period in which a new
and better order will be established
under the direct administration of
of Christ. -

{ Are you sure of that, Frank?

{ Yes, very sure! The Prophet Micah
(4:1-4), in a forecast of events to oc-
cur in the last days, tells us that
then God will teach the people his
ways, and that they will walk in his
paths.. In this prophecy of the last
days, we are also assured that “nation
shall not lift up a sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any
more.” The prophet also declares that
in the last days every man shall dwell
under his vine and fig tree, and that
none shall molest nor make afraid.
What the prophet means is that the last
days will witness a transfer of earthly
dominion from Satan to Christ, and
that through the establishment of
Christ’s kingdom universal and ever-
lasting peace and security will be
guaranteed to all who obey the right~
eous laws of that new kingdom. I
think it might be well, Ernest, for you
to read a part of the prophet’s descrip-
tion of the last days. He uses the term
“mountains” to portray kingdoms, and
Christ’s kingdom is illustrated by “the

" mountain ‘of the Lord.,”—Micah 4:2

{ Did you say the 4th chapter of chah,
Frank? :
f That's right, the 4th chapter of
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f Now isn't that a wonderful descrip-
tion - of the last days? inly it
doesn’t indicate that the last dayl mean
the end .of everything, does it?

f1I should say not! Why aceording
last days are really

forthehmnanrace ButFrank,what
does  the prophet mean in the scriptfure
which I just read, when he says that
“the Lord shall judge among msny

"”? Does that have anything to
dow:ththejudgnentday’ As I men-
tioned in the beginning of our dis-
cussion, the Judgment day, according
to popular theory, is supposed to be
largely a doomsday for everybody
What about it?

T That, Ernest, is another misconcep-
handed down to us from the Dark
Ages. The judgment day foretold in -
the Bible is to be a time of blessing for
all mankind. It is not a twenty-four
hour dag of doom, but a ﬂwusand-year

g

! How will the judgment day be a day
of blessing?

ITheJudgmmtdaylsadayoftrml
and’ opportumty for the human race.
Six thousand years ago the race was on
‘trial through father Adam, and because

of hia disobedience lost- the prxvﬂege of .
living everlastingly. Two _thousand

years ago Jesus diedasmansRedemer, .
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‘Ris death the.
pmalgmoufsh death will - be %

restm'edtohealthandl.ife.

A FEASTA |
OF FAT TH]NGS
March 14 -

ﬁIsa;ahZS'G reads, “Andmtl;ls moun-
tain shall the L.ord of hosts make unto
all people a feast of fat things, a feast
oimnesonthelaes,o!fatthmgsfuﬂ
of marrow, of wines on the ‘well
refined.”

 In view of the food shortage, that is
a very reasswing promise, isn't it,
Ernest?

f Yes, but Just how, and where, and
when will it be fulfilled? It says that "
“in this mountan” the Lord will spread
a feast for the peaple. There are many
mountains locsted here and there over
the earth. Inwhmhoneo!thesewﬂl
theLordmahethispromlsedﬂeast’

ﬂTheprmnsehasnoreiereneetoa
literal mountain. Thetboulhtls.rath-

bol of a kingdom, or government—-ln

thiz case, the kingdom of the Lord.

iHowcanwebesureofﬂmt,ank?
Why shoild a “'mountain be used in
the proplecies to picture a kingdom?

E'I‘hesepl'ophedu wereallwrltten,in
the fird instance to.the nation of Is-
rael, ard by the prophets of that nation.



of authority in the kingdom of
Israel was located on a mountain—on
mount Zion in Jerusalem. Thus, when-
ever the lsraelites thought of their
gavernment, they visualized it as as-
" sogiated with a mountain.

I can see that all right, but does
Bible speak of the thousand-year
domotthe.Lordasbeingassocigted

\,(dth a mountain? :

Yes,masymbolicmanner In the
hecy of Psalm 2, where the chaotie
world conditions of today are described
“and God's remedy promised, the Crea-
wrsays,“YethaveIsetmyKing
Apon my holy hill of Zion.” Then the
prophet -explains that all the nations of

the earth will be given into the hands
of this new King, Jesus, when he shall
ask for it, and that he shall break them
with rod of iron. But the point to
h is that symbolically the seat of
authority in this new world government
lzs 1:131 to be in a mountain—Mount

T Well, apparently that is the proper
thought, all right, but Frank is there a
text of Scripture which speaks defl-
nitely of the kingdom of the Lord as
being 'like a mountain?

f Yes.. It is found in the 2nd chapter
of . Daniel’s prophecy, the 44th verse.
In this chapter, we are told of a stone
.that becomes a great mountain which
fills the whole earth, and it is explained
that this mountain is the kingdom of
the Lord. (Dgn. 2:34, 35) So you see
when, in that text 1 read the
-25th - chapter of Isalah, it speaks of a
“mountain” in which the Lord makes
& feast unto all people, it is apparent
that it is the kingdom of the Lord that
.is referred to.. Obviously, there is no
:Hteral rountain on this planet that is
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" § Put it that way, if you like.

the people in their selfishness and de-

pravity inay think they need. This

feast which the Lord will provide

through the agencies of the new king-

dom will include a true knowledge of

hhnsel.fandwhathiswﬂiisiorthe
le. -

1A sort of spiritual feast, in other
words.

One
of the prophets, describing conditions
in the world during the rexgn of sin.
and death says that there is a famine
in the land for the “hearing of the
Word of the Lord.” - (Amos 8:11)  But
when the prophet describes the op-
posite of - this condition which will
exist during the thousand-year reign of
Christ, he says that the knowledge of
the Lord shall fill the ‘earth as the
waters cover the sea.—Hab. 2:14

f Frank, that’s a wonderful prospect!
And I can see that through their un-
derstanding of the will of God the peo-
ple will know how to use-the material
blessings which will be so abundantly
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.showered upon them during that time.
Certainly that will be a real feast of
fat things. But what is the meaning
of the statement that it will be a feast
of “wines on the lees well refined”?

{ Throughout the Scriptures: wine is
often used as a symbol of joy—par-
ticularly joy which results from a true
knowledge of God and of his plans and
purposes concerning humankind. “A
feast of wines,” therefore, would be
symbolic of the unbounded joy which
the kingdom of Christ will bring to
distressed humanity.

f Frank, do you suppose that in pre-
senting these promises of the blessings
of Christ’s kingdom under the sym-
bolism of ,a feast, the Lord had in
.mind the conditions of starvation that
would exist in the earth as a result of
the breakdown of human rulership—
“these terrible famine conditions which
have followed the second World War?

7I think so, Ernest.- In the preceding
chapter of this prophecy, the conditions
you refer to are foretold. The prophet
declares that the earth would be emptied
and made waste, that it would be
turned upside down, and the inhabit-
ants scattered. We have surely seen
some of this prophecy fulfilled. -And -
what a beautiful contrast when - we
read in the next chapter that as a re-
sult of the establishment of Christ's
kingdom there will be a feast of fat
things for all people.

1 And what a boon that will be! Frank,
as I read on in the prophecy of the
25th chapter of Isaiah I find that some-
thing else is to occur in the Lord's
kingdom besides the spreading of a
feast of fat things for all people. It
‘reads, “And He will destroy in this
mountain the face of the covering cast
over all people, and the veil that is
spread over all nations.” What does
that mean?

¥ The wveil, or covering, that is now
spread .over the people is symbolic of
the ignorance and superstitions of man-
kind . pertaining ‘to God and to the
thmﬁ: of God. It is elsewhere described
by the prophet as a condition of dark-
ness. He says darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people.
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'f That Ernest, will also be

(Isa. 60:2) The destroying of this vell
of darkness represents the enlighten-
ment of the peaple that will take place
during  the thousand—yea.r reign of
Christ.

{ In reality, then,thatwﬂ.lbeapart
of the “feast of fat things,” as we
learned a few moments ago.

il That's right!

{ Frank, the next verse of the prrophecy
states that God will swallow up death
in victory, and that he will wipe away
the tears from off all faces. -

a con-
tinuation - of the feast of fat things.
After all, human beings eat to live, but
under the reign of sin and death, the
best of food that man has been able
to secure has not kept him from dying,
except for a few years. But it will be
different when Christ’'s kingdom is es-
tablished. Then, not only will the peo-
ple be provided for abundantly so far
as the ordinary food -of life is con-
cerned, but they will be furnished with

_the “Bread of Life,” which is Christ.

Those who then accept him, and obey
the laws of his kingdom, will not need
to die at all—John 6:47-51; 11:25, 26

 Is that what the Apostle Paul meant
when he wrote that Christ must reign
unti! all enemies are put under his
feet, and that the last enemy to be de-
stroyed will be death?—I Cor. 15:25, 26

f That’s right.

1 Well, the Bible is certainly: harmoni-
ous! Frank, the 9th verse of this proph-
ecy of Isaiah is very interesting., ' It
reads, “And it shall be said in that
day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us:
this is the Lord; we have waited for
him, we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.” Who is it that makes the
proclamation, “Lo, this is our God”?

 That represents the attitude of the
people of all nations when they learn
of the blessings which have been made
available for them through the kingdom
of Christ. In the past, the nations have
worshiped and served all sorts of gods.
They have done it in the expectation
of receiving blessings, but the bless.
ings have not been forthcoming. In
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many instances they have set up gods
of their own, in the form of special
ideas of government, human leader-
ship of one sort or another, and other
things. All this has been in the hope
of attaining that which they had never
enjoyed; namely, an abundant life with
peace and joy and health. Unknow-
mgly, therefore, they have been wait-
ing and longing for the true God of
the Bible and for the blessings he will
actually give to them through the es-
tablishment of Christ’s kingdom. When
they recognize this, they will, with
gladness, acclaim him as the God of
their salvation.

f And these wonderful blessings of joy
and life will come to the people right
here on the earth, as human beings—
is that the thought?

1 Yes, Ernest, that is the hope which
the Bible holds out for distressed hu-
manity today. We should not, how-

ever, confuse this with the promlses‘

made to the church, those who follow
in the footsteps of Jesus durmg the
present time. These are to receive a
heaven.ly reward, and are to live and
reign with Christ, co-operating with
him in dispensing the blessings of hu-
man life to the dying world.

f Frank, I think we should pray more
earnestly than ever, “Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven,” don’t you?—Matt. 6:10

THE RIVER OF LIFE

March 21

{ Frank, today nearly all my questions
will be related to the river of life, de-
scribed in the 22nd chapter of Revela-
tion. First of all, I would like to find
out if this river is in any way related
to the river mentioned in the Book of
Genesis.

§ Well, of course, it is not the same
river, but it is interesting to note the
similarity of language used in the open-
ing chapters of the Bible to that found
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in the closmg chapters In both in-

stances there is a river and. there are

trees of life. The contrast in the two

accounts is, however, the point of great-

est interest to us. In Genesis, the hu-

man race, as represented in Adam and

Eve, is driven out of the Garden, and

away from the trees of life because of

disobedience. In Revelation, the in-

vitation is extended to all mankind to

return, and to partake ‘of the water of

life. The leaves of the trees of life by

the side of the river are for the healing
of the nations. It is important to re-

member that while the river which

watered the Garden of Eden was a lit-
eral stream of water, the river of Reve-

lation 22 is symbolic.

T Of what is it @ symbol? Is it intended
to portray the idea that those who: go
to heaven will have everlasting life?

1 Oh, no! The hope of life portrayed
in this beautiful prophecy is not a
heavenly or spiritual hope. It is earthly
life that is provided by the river of life
and the trees of life. That is to say,
the hope held out in the Scriptures to
mankind in general is that of life on
the earth, the same. kind of life that
was forfeited by our first parents be-
cause of their sin, It is the same life
of which they were deprived when they
were driven out of the Garden and
into the unfinished earth to die.

1 Well, it certainly is a wonderful out-
look for the world when we take into
consideration all that it means! I notice
that according to the account the “river
of life” flows from underneath the
throne of God and of the Lamb. I real-
ize, of course, that this is a pictorial
statement; that it does not refer to
either a literal throne or a literal river.
Notice the description of the throne.
It is said to be the throne of God and
of the Lamb. Frank, what does that
mean? .

f A throne is used in the Scriptures to
picture the idea of governmental au-
thority. This is said to be God’s throne,
so the thought conveyed is that of di-
vine authority. The fact that the river
of life flows out from this throne sug-
gests that only by conformity to divine
law will life be available to anyone.

fi 1 grasp that thought, all right, but the



passage states not only that this is the
throne of God, but is also the throne
of the b. What significance is at-
tached to the thought that it is also the

'I'he"!.mnb”husedthroughoutthn
Book of Revelation as a symbol of
Jesusmhmmleofworldl!edeemer

The sympolism of the lamb is intro-
duced very early in the Scriptures; and
it is always associated with sacrifice
The 5th chapter of Revelation portrays
Jésus as a slain lamb, that is, a lamb
which had . been offered in sacrifice.
The Poul refers to Jesus as
being illustrated by the passover lamb
slain by the lsraelites at the time they
left - Egypt. The 53rd
chapter of Isaiah’s prophecy depicis
Jesus as a lamb led “to the slaughter.”
JohntheBaptist,thelastoftﬁepmph—

ts, spesks of Jesus as the “Lamb of
God. which 'taketh away the sin of the
world.” (John 1:29) It is because Jesus’
crificed on behalf of the

“opportunity to live,

!Inwhatsemeisthatthoﬁghtassoci i
“ated with the throne symbolism, which,
as you say, is‘that of divine authority?

lTocomprehendtheftﬂlbeautyofthxs
pictureltisnecessarytokeepmmmd
that the river of life emanates from
thethroneofGodANDoftheLamb
You, see, there are five main objects
in. this picture—the throne, God, the
Lamb, the river, and the trees. Itlsonly
as we blend all of these into one pat-
tern that we see the beauty of the
fllustration. ’ :

f Frank, would it be correct to say
that the purpose of the picture is to
show us how the world of mankind is
to obtain everlasting life?

f That's correct. And how is that ac- -
- complished?

Y Well, if the throne itself represents
divine outhorify it would mean, it
seéms to me, that no one will obtain

- everlasting life except by obedlence to
the divine law. Is that a reasonable

viewpoint? .

‘hy king ¢
done in earth, as-it is in heaven.”
(Matt. 6:10) God’s threne is a symbel
of his sov and no one: will
live forever who is not obeﬁient 4o
that will. C

Frank,nlsmothethromofﬂii

;Lamb What does that mean?

¥ It means that obedience to dxvme

obey as
inaddltxontothat,they
niuthe:rneedoftbeﬂxed
esus,GodsLambthatwuslunfnr
ofthewholeworld. ‘o

fIs } thethousht,then.thatthore
eovldbenorrvero life apart from
obedlmeetoGodandtheswm
of the Redeemer? -

E

That’sthemreetﬂmught,hnest.as
Iunderstandthemtter

EulWen it certainly is a very-

wat.er of life from the river.

{ That’s right. The river will be of no:
benefit to those who do not drlnk of
its hfe-giving water.

N

language. Whatmmeantbythe “bnde"
who says “Come”?

fIn Revelation 19:7, the Lamb of

Godlsshownaspartmpahng

i cerémony. Itsaysthatthe
of the Lamb is come,” and

alsodyﬂmt"hiswxfe}mthmadeheuelf

1 Frank, who is the Lamb’s wife? '

IOtherSaiptureashowthltﬁwImnhn
wife is the true church of Christ, gath-
ered out from the workl during this
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Gospel i
afherpreparationsbehdesunbedas
‘Bn, ‘espoused virgin, and is not referred
to as the bride of the Lamb until after
’ﬂxeman:age,whichtakesplaeeatthe
and-of the age—Il Cor, 11:2
§ According to that, then, the invitation
iocomeandpartakeo f the water of
life 1:187!1“ now being extended to- the
world?

l'Ih.le.nomchmvitahoncanbengm
until the bride class is complete ;nlﬂ

present age. It is the way of sacrifice,
even unto death. The reward is t,
however, 1t is jmmortality, ‘and joint-

‘with Jesus in higs ki —
that (lorlous kingdom through which .
all mankind are to be blessed by hav-

ing life restored to them heré on the
- earth,~Matt. 16:24; Rom. 2:7; 8:17; 121, 2

T1¢s very evident, all right, that the
.entire river of life picture belongs to
the coming age, and not to the present.

frult, and that they yield their fruit
:::r’y month. What is meant by all of
t

1 To me 1t conveys the ldea of a
never-failing supply of that which is
necessary to sustain life. You doubt-

. Genesis

pulsion from Eden, we are told ‘that
angels with flaming swords were sta-
tioned outside the garden to prevent
the condemned pair from returning and
partaking of the trees of life and liv-
ing forever—Gen. 3:23, 24

1 Yes, 1 do recall that.

f Well, the Revelation picture of the
river of life and the invitation to par-
take of its refreshing water and the
fruit' of the trees which border the
.gtream is God's way of telling us of
when the flaming sword,
will be removed, permit<
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tmgAdamandhxsentueraoetore—
turn to God’s favor andtolns provm(m
of life everlasting. .

f Of course; you don’t mean that the
p:ople will return to the actual Gm‘dm
of Eden?_

f No, that’s not the thought, although
the exact location of. the original .Gar
den of Eden will doubtless then 'be
known, and perbaps Adam and: Eve
will have the great pleasure of re-
plantmg ity trees and re-landscaping

symboaismoftheriverofhfewithits

trees and leaves and fruit is intended
to pmupmmtbereelityot-
mgkingd hiessmgs

THE RESURRECTION
HOPE
March 28
e Geathr (1 Cor. 1526 Feank, does

that wonderful promise of the Word of
God mean exactly what it says? -

g Of course it does, and it will be ful-
filled right “here on earth. But why
the queshon, Ernest?

is just that I am a bit skeptical
F'rank. you know, of dourse, that the
prcmzsewhmhlhavequof.edugm—
erally understood to apply to condi~
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tions a5 we will find them in heaven.

"I't It a new ided that death is to be.

destroyéd right here on the earth?

tells us that tears will
be wiped away from all faces. There
arenotearg .

the promises of God by attemptmgto
move them out of their setting and
imagine that their fulﬁlment is to take
Pplace in heaven

7 Are we to understand, then, that the
idea of,Chnstlans going to heaven ls all

1 No, it ‘is not all wrong. !!'he Bxble
does _contaid heavenly promises for
faithful Christi

to the ‘destruction of death, apply to
Christians, The fact is that there are
two salvations outlined in the Bible—
a heavenly, or spiritual salvation, for
the church of Christ; and a salvation
to human life on the earth for mankmd
as a whole. If we keep this point in
mind when we read the Bible, we will
ﬂndthata.l]theproxmsesof(}odare
much more understandable

E
3
E
2
E
g
8

tian we must believe in the miraculous,
and to me there would be little left in
which to believe, if we did away -with
the idea of miracles.

f Just what do you mean by ‘that,
Frank? )

f Exactly what I say. Life itself is a
miracle. We fall asleep at night and
are unconscious for-six or eight hours,
and then awaken in the morning. . Wh;
do we not remain unconscious? We
don't know. A baby is born; it starts
to breathe; it lives; it develops into
manhood or womanhood. It reasons; it
talkes; it sings; it laughs; it eries. Why? .
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We don’t know! We have no explana.
tion for it. It has become. common-
place and we forget that life is a

1.0t course, it should be no more dif-
ficult for divine power to restore a life
thnnltwastoaeatethatlifemﬂm

ﬂw,hy xthasbemumvernl Noone

/has- escaped death,

ITheresyournnswer,then astohow
extensive the resurrection will be: It
also will be universal. - -

1 You don't mean that the Bible teaches
universal vab’.on, do you? :

jort
]

mies are put under his feet, end the
lastenemytobedestroyedlsdeaﬂx

1 Will the resurrection of the dead re-
quire a whole thousand years?

f The Bible doesn’t give as the full
details as to just how the resurrection

will take place. It seems logical to
suppose however, that it will be spread
out over a comuderable period of time

1 Which raises another questlon, Erank
Will there be room enough on the
earth for both the living and the dead?

7 Yes, Emest,\plmty of yvoom. This .

teaching that the human race
began with two people-about six thou-



the “frstfruits”?—I Cor. -

T In this instence, the ter “Arstiruits”
nnwhnmg;m in the

members of his body. Therefore thew

Therezsevxdenﬂyb nn
afterward ' of blessing for those who
trenottssedmtheﬂrstream-eethn

§ Yes, Ernest, that gloripus faei is sub-

stanﬂafedbymany manyprormsegof..
which recorded in

v.Lﬂ‘ER&WRE Om erdl T,‘
T"G«llnl!lhnm”l)nwn'mhu,!l,

God,

are

promises
thé:Old Testament and in the: New

’!ﬁhnmnt.andwhichburebquen
tégthnony of God's love for the world
:swaﬂalforthechurnh.

whm we realiae thatr

to know the Lord and to accepd
provisionso!dlvinegmee 'y

lWon't that be the “judgment day,”
Frank?

k. lYes.itwillbe butthe;udgmentday

ofGodandotChnstwh.tchwﬂltbm
bemadeavazhbletbanthmughklng

‘dom azmcles.

md&"!!m Dawn. .

- BL



Talking Things Over

Risen with Him
“If ye then be risen.with Chr&t,lecﬁthm things which are above,
whm Christ utteth onthe right hand of God ”—-Cor.osnm 3: 1 :

N MARCH 28 the noxninal church world commemorates the
' resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. At least by

lip service—although with distorted conceptions of what
really occurred—millions will hail the memory -of this greatést
miracle of all time. In the modernist churches very few, even of
the clergy believe that such a miracle actually took place ‘True,
they commemorate it with inspiring music and polished oratory; but
in private confess that they look upon the claim of the resurrection
of the Master as a mere legend. They know, of -course, that. the
pageantry of Easter is still a potent factor in’ keeping:alive that
smoldering spark of interest in the churches which induces people
to_attend service. atleastthlsonetnneintheyear sotheydonot
openly declare theit unbelief; but because there is little génuine
belief in. tl:us mlracle the mspu-ahon of Easter celehratmns is soon
lost.

According to the Jewish method of reckoning, the correct date
this year for commemorating the resurrection of Jesus is April 25,
not March 28, but the ardent followers of the Master are glad to-
“consider hnn” at any time, glad for all circumstances which afford
oppertunities to give special consideration to any phase of his ex-
perience as the Redeemer of the church and of the world. To them
both the death and resurrection of Jesus are fundamental to their
hope of life in and through him. “If Christ be hot raised,” wrote
Paul, “your faith is vain; ye are 'yet in your sms Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ are perish —I Cor. 15: 17 18-

In addition to being the Redeemer of the human race from sin

anddeath,Jesuscametoearthtobethegreat&ngofaumversal;

dominion encompassing all nations—“Of the increase of his
ernment and peace there shall be no ‘end,” ‘wrote the prophet.
9:7) Inthesametextweareassuredthat“thezeanfthe L

52.
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ofhostswﬂlperformthk. Inthermrrechonoff.fesusweare
givén an exhibition of God's zeal working for the accomplishment of
his purposes which are centered in Christ. From the human stand-

pomt,whenakmg;sputtodeathbyhxsenemiesxtmeanstbe
end of all-hope that he will ever be able to rule over them; and
this is. what. the enemies of Jesus - -thought they .had accomplished
when they crucified him, but they had not reckoned thh thé “zeal
of fhe Lord of hosts.”

InEphesxansllS Paulspeaksofthe ‘mxghtypower’ offhe
Heavenly Father which was used to raise Jesus from the dead, and
40 €xalt him to-his own right hand in the heavenlies. Themigh?:y'
-power of God had been employed along many lines previous to this.
‘Under -the direction of his infinite wisdom the entire universe had
been brought into existénce by his mighty power. Never before,
however, had there been such a manifestation of divine: power
aswasrequnedtoraxseJesusfmmthedead,glvehnnthedwine
nature, and exalt him'to his own right band.. This was. the first
time that any of God’s creatures had been raised to such a height
of glory. No wonder the apostle; in writing about it, speaks of the
“mighty” power of God which was then used.

"But it has a far more important lesson for us than merely
that we should be awe-inspired by the thought of such mighty
power! Paul, in this connection, prayed that the eyes of our under-
standing be enhghtened in order-that we might understand and’
appreciate the superlative height of glory to which we are called,
and to realize that the attainment of such a high position in the
divine plan is entirely possible because of the fact that the “mighty
power” of God which was used to raise Jesus from the dead is
employed “to us-ward who believe.” Paul wanted us to realize that
the same power which defeated the purpose of Jesus” enemies in
putting him to death will see us through to victory with him.

The resurrection of J esus, then, is most significant to us, for it
lsaremmderthatgreaterlshewhoxsforusthanalltheywhoare :
against’ us—a wonderful assurance of victory, indeed!" If, there-
fore, the coming of Easter tends. to revive the hapes of some who
know so little of its real meaning, how much more should it renéw
our courage to press on in the upward way which leads to glory,
‘honor, and immortality! How it should stimulate us to set our af-
fections on things above—“where Christ sitteth. on’ the nght ‘hand
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of God!”  (Col. 1:1) It is indeed a high statiori to which we are
called, but we can have the assurance of :attaining the- victory
through the “exceeding greathess. ofhlspowerto us-ward.”

. “If ye then be risen with Christ”—this is one of the inspiring
lessons of his resurrection to all who are endeavoring, by God’s
grace, to be like him. - Christ IS risen indeéd, but are we risen with
Christ?: Thxslanguagedmnotmeanthatwehaveali-eadypar-
ticipated in the “first resurrection,” but is expressive of our hope.
of sharing in his glory—a hope which inspires 'us to set our affec-
tmmsenthingsabove “where Christ sitteth at the right hand 'of
God.” We are walking in “newness of life,” that is, ‘from the
moment of our comsecration, we begin to live a new- hfe' for we
are new creatures in Christ Jesus, to whom oldthingshavepassed
away, and all things have become new.—Rom. 6:4; II Cor, 5:17 -

All of our interests are to be centered above, with the. neces-

sary things of our natural life receivmg only the necessary minimum
of attention. Our treasure is in heaven, and if this is truly so, our
hearts, our affections, will be there also. This means the mortifying
of our flesh, being crucified with Christ. (Col. 3:5; Rom, 8:8; Gal.
2:20) Andtherexsnootherwaymwhichwecairbe nsanthh
Christ,” for as Paul explains; it .is only if we are dead with Christ
that we may hope to-live 'with him: ~(Rom. 6:8; II Tim. 2:11)
We have covenmtedtobe&eadmtlfﬂhnst and our sacrifice
is “holy” and “acceptable” unto God, but we are not wholly
dead as yet. (Rom. 12:1) Nevertheless, it is essential that we do
all in our power to bring our old nature into subjection and make it -
a servant of the new mind. (I Cor. 9:27; II Cor. 10: 5) Only “if”
we do this can it be sa1d that by falth we are now “risen with
Christ.”
" This, then, is the Easter message to us who are endeavoring to
follow in the footsteps of the Master. As we remember the resur-
“rection .of Jesus our faith is increased, our hope grows brighter,
and the glory of the terrestrial loses its attraction as we set our af-
fections where Christ sitteth at.the right hand of God. Inspired
thus, we will seek first, and all the time, the kingdom of God and
his righteousness; we will redeem.the time; we will frequently ask
ourselves; “What manner of persons ought we to be,” seeing that:
wea:ensenw:tbChristandseekingthoseﬂlmgswhichm
above?--II Peter 3:11 = - :

[7%



ENCOURAGING LETTERS

It is also well to remembu- that one of the first instructions
theresurrectedJesusgavetobisdmpleswastogoandteﬂothers
the good news that he was no longer dead, but living. (Matt. 28:7;
Mark 16:7; John 20:17) Almost the last instruction he gave before
ascendmgtolns Heavenly Father was also to go and’ tell—to go into
all the world and preach the Gospel. . (Matt. 28:19, 20) It iy still
appropriate to carry this wondrous story far and near. The joy
‘which the knowledge of the risen Christ brings to our hearts will
be increased—greatly increased—if we share the glad tidings with

others. Yes, the risen Christ is st:.ll saymg to lns peOple, “Go

‘and tell™!

Dearly Beloved Brethren. The Hes-
wall Christian

Ecclesia send you their

in oneness of the Spirit and of love in
him. We give thanks to our Heavenly
Father for the blessings we receive,

and enjoy month by month in the mes-

sage of The Dawn. Ii lifts up our
hearts, enlarges our joy, and enriches
our love. We desire, dear brethren,
to axpress our appreciation ' of
booklet, “When Pastor Russell Died.”
We sincerely trust and pray that it
may reach- all those dear brethren who
have been almost isolated by cir-
cumstances experienced after Brother
Russell’s death. In expressing our ap-
preciation of the booklet, we would
also like to place on record our entire
agreement with the matter contained
on pages 60 to 63. The Heswall Ec-
clesm believes that our Heavenly Fa-

ther .chenges not, that the message of
his- truth which he inspired. Brother
Russell to write and make clear—God’s
Divine Plan of the Ages, the. fulness
of the.mexit of oyr hlegsed Lord’s sac-

the '

the - Da o Bibl é‘t‘tﬁm Auoc:mt?;t:
wn Bible ents

continues ' to teach 'and - declare .this
same -divine truth:and kingdom mes-
sage. To this end we pray our Heav-
enly Father's bldssing - and’ that the
grace of our dear Lord will abide with
you all. Your brethren in Christ, Hes-
wall Ecclesm, England.

Pleasure and l'reﬂt

- Dear Frank and Ernest: Iamuyeara

of age and find The Dawn a source of
ung pleasure: and  profit. . It is
twenty years since I first read of God's
p]nnottheagea 1 would like to read
“God and Reason.” One .dollar .en-
closed. WB Canada

TmthnhkeuSme

Gentlemen: Please find enclosed a’
sma]l offering to use some way in your
work. I like your explanations of the
Bible better than any I've ever heard
before. . It makes sense this way, and"
clears up what seem to be contradic-
tions. , Mrs. A, L., Calif.

. Fot Th!nklng People B
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upon request. Please accept my thanks -
knowing as I do .
that if this booklet is as interesting as -
et il Boove very valuable 8o
cal t prove very e .
been of thé -

in advance for same,

Again
youn,GAH.,Ohi ,
Nollm!hud
DeaerkandEmest 1 am a Hs-
tener to your program every Sunday
mommganddomllythmkithhﬂy

wonderful program. Never in my
hfe bhave I ever heard the Bible ex-

plained so fully and thoroughly. But.

what I like most about your program
is that you are able to back up every
word you say. I have several of your

and from time to time I read

main, Your fmthful listener, E. E. W.,
Mich.

Was Worried
Dear Sirs: I heard yourthléroadcast

enjoyed my prayers. It worried me be-
cause I seemed so far from God, and

I was like a lost soul searching in vain
for a way to get back to him. I wanted

to feel the same thrill of prayer that
I had known before, and praise God,

Fmdin Snliway

aheettoyouwhichlpickedupmthe
subway. reply 1 recel 8 free
sample of The Dawn whi_cbl

come. I personally am telling all my
f:nendstollstenmtoyou

May God




The British Section

The P;wer» of the ISpir‘it .

OUR Lord said that ye shall
receive power after that the Holy
Spirit has come upon you. (Acts
1:8) The operation and effect of
the Holy .Spirit had to some extent
been experienced by the apostles
before Pentecost. In the 14th chap-
ter of John's Gospel, Jesus in prom-
ising the Holy Spirit after his
departure, referred to it as a Com-
forter or helper, even the Spirit of
truth, and said, it’ “dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.” The dif-
ference between “with” you, and
“in” you, should be noted. (John
14:17) The Spirit had dwelt “with”
them by reason of their association
and fellowship with Jesus. That
Spirit dwelling in our Lord with-
out ‘measure radiated to others,
and the apostles under dts influ-
ence were guided into some un-
derstanding of divine truth.
_When Peter in reply to a ques-
tion from our Lord, stated, “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God,” Jesus said, “Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father.” (Matt. 16:
16, 17) 7Peter, before Pentecost,
was vastly different from the Peter’
after Pentecost. Before the cruci-
fixion—although he had testified
that Jesus was the Christ—in
weakness he denied him. The rea-
son was that the power.of the
Spirit had not come upon him., The
apostles were told to wait in Je-
rusalem until they were “endued
with power from on high.”" (Luke
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24:49)  Peter, begotten of the
Spirit at Pentecost, was a bold and’
courageous advotate of the truth
he believed; so were all those of -
the church, similarly begotten.
It is written of the day of Pente-
cost that they were there of
“one accord,” of one mind. (Acts
2:1) That was the secret of their
power—emptied of self, with a de-
sire to receive divine blessing and
truth, they could be used by God,
and the power of God could oper-
ate through them. No wonder, with
such a oneness of outlook and pur-
pose, martyrs like Stephen, whose

-face ‘was liké an angel’s as the in-

fluence of the truth emanated from
him, ‘were' produced.—Acts 6:15.

Paul was a like example of fer-
vency of spirit serving the Lord,
sacrificially laying down his life
in the preaching of the truth and
the service of the brethren; and
he states that “God has not given
us the spirit of fear; but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind.”
(Rom. 12:11; II Tim. 1:7) What
was the mainspring of Paul's de-
votion to his Lord? It was to let
the Holy Spirit have free course
in his mind, that its power might
be_manifested. His words; “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?”
bécame the guiding principle of his
life—Acts 9:6 . o

If the Spirit is fo be a power
in our lives, we must realise the
foundation of Christian truth, that
the redemption, while it is for all,
is for us individually; and to each
it must be, “Christ died for:me.”
Further, that while we do sin,- it
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does not have a controlling influ~
ence over us; for the grace arrange-

ments operate toward the church, '

as Paul states, “Sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not
under the law, but under grace.”

{Rom. 6:14) Addltionally the fol-

lower of 'Christ must not dwell
upon' present successes or failures,
nor upon things of the past, but

“forgetung thoge things which are -

‘and reaching forth unto
those things which are before,” he
must “press toward the mark for

the prize- of the high callmg of -

God in Christ Jesus,” looking “not
at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen;

for the things which are seen are-
temporal; but the ﬂnngs which are

not seen are eternal.” (Phil. 3:13,

14; 1I Cor. 4:18) Thus the Chris-.

tian realises his presént deliver-
ance from the condemnation of sin
and ‘death into the divine family,
andthathehasbecomeasonof
God, having received the spirit of
sonship. * (Rom. 8:15-17) No won-
der the writer says, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father has be-
stowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God.”—I John 3:1

While -we have a present deliv-

erance, we look forward to the fu--

ture deliverance from weakness to
power, from corruption to incor-
ruption,. from mortality to immor-
tality, (I Cor. 15:42-44, 52-54)
-How is this accomplished?.
by walking “after the Spirit,” by
not grieving the Spirit, by allow-

ihg the Word of God-to work in-

us“bo&towﬂlandtodohlsgood

pleasure.”—Rom. 8:4; Eph. 4:30; -

Phﬂ 2i13
- Our Lord said that the Spirit

It is-

. be- with us; as. a comforter-
and er, until he receives .us
unto himself in the dwelling place
he has gone to prepare for us.
(John 142, '3) “Then God- will
exert on our account that great,
and mighty power which . he
wrought in Christ when hé raiaeﬁ
him from the dead, and our ‘de-
Liverance will’ be complete —Eph.
1:18-20

Can the Holy Spirit be a power
tousevenasnwastotheEarly
Church? It is well to remember
the similarity of our times to theirs.
In their day, one age was closing

-and a new age (the Gospel age)

was. opemng, and Jerusalem was
about to fall in the tribulation then
due.. To-day -the Gospel age 'is

‘closing and the kingdom age operi-
‘ing, and - the momentum: .of the

greatest time of trouble the world
has ever known is. developing. Let
us call to mind the prophecy of
Joe] 2:28-32, which applies ‘to the
end of both -ages.” This prophecy
found its’ first fulfilment in- the
consecrated enthusiasm follo

Pentecost. (Acts 2:16-21) - To-day
we live in the last days preceding
the great climax of the terrible
day of the Lord, and the Holy
Spirit is on the Lord’s people .in
accordance with Joel’s prophecy,
enabling. them, as it did the Early.
Church, to declare with boldness
and -determination the - day of
vengeance of ‘our God upon all evil

-systems and  institutions; arid des

clare also the kingdom of God with
its. blessings “for all" humanity,
which is to follow.—Isa. 61:1-4 -

- What was the great power be-
stowed™ at ‘Pentecost? ‘Lét the
writer of the Acts (1:8) tell us' in
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our Lord’s awn ‘words,-“Ye shall
-receive power, after that the Holy
Spirit is come upon you: and ye
“shall be witnesses unto me . . .
‘unto the uttermost part of the‘
eurth.

~ World Outlook
As Seen from Bntam

-lN' ORDER to obtain a proper
focus on the world -outlook, it is
esgential to remember that we are
living in “the time of the end”

when knowledge has been in--

creased, and therefore within the

last’ hundred years nations small .

and great have awakened. Knowl-
edge increases with each year,
and its effect is cumulative. At
one time it was difficult to see
how a great country like the
‘United States could be involved
in the great tire of trouble spoken
of in the Scriptures. The vast
space separating her from Europe,
and her political isolation, gave
a measure of security. To-day,
-science and radio and modern
. means of travel have gathered the
nations together as the Scriptures
foretold.. (Zeph. 3:8,"9) Britain,
due to the early assxmﬂatxon of
the increased knowledge, became
- heavily industrialised, and pursued

a policy of penetratlon .and ex-,

. ploitation, opening up the backward
countries and enriching herself.
Europe, under its kings and
emperors, was full of - discontent,
and the countries there looked to
Britain to help them in their dif-
ficulties. THe majority of these
‘yulers have been overthrown .in

‘the . troubles which- have engulfed
the nations. To-day, Britain with
its wealth dissipated. through ai‘::e,

-is no longer able to stand up

against .the ‘oppoging ' ideclogies
which have developed in Europe.
National  enmities, -embittered by

- war wounds, have created eco-

nomic conditions : never expected.

.. Gold, that great medium of in-

ternational commerce, is nearly all
concentrated in America, and the
nations generally have not the.
means to buy. food or carry on
trade. . The U, S. A. has entered
the European arena, and is en-
deavoring by .her wealth to neu-
tralise the advancing discontent

- which is’ plungmg many nations

into soclalism, and by so doing has

‘become the dominant power in

Europe, taking the place formerly
oecupled by Britain. ‘Will she suc-

ceed? Scnptures show that
gold and silver will not’ stop the
trouble, for this is due to the
sovereignty of this world having
become Christ’s. The nations are
grouping for the next phase of.
trouble. Associate yourselves, O
ye people, and ye shall be broken
in pieces.” (Isa. 8:9) Let us pray
for the time when Christ will
speak peace to the peoples'-—Zech

810

Help fot Our Bre,thre'n,
In Germany

THE,response to the invitation
in The Dawn-and in the November
“Bulletit” has been remarkable,
Donations -have . been coming _in
from classes and' from  individual



brethren all over the British Isles.
Our thanks are due to each and

every one who has shared and will

share in this work. Christian love
In Christ, if one member suffer,
‘all suffer.” There is no nationality
in the Anocinted, but all are one.
Brethren have longed to help our
continental friends in their great
need. Contributions can be sent
to The Dawn, 68, South Castle
Street, Liverpool 1, and food will
be sent from America to Germany
to cover the contributions. Details

of the number of parcels sent will

be published in The Dawn.

CLOTHING— Arrangements
‘haye been made to send clothing,
old or new, and this section of the
work is in the hands of Brother
H. E. Nadal, 35, Palace Gardens,
Buckhurst Hill, Essex, who will
receive and dlspatch any gifts of
clothing the friends can .make.
Brother Nadal writes as follows:

“Clothes from all parts of Britain
are now flowing in, and up to the
end of December many parcels
“(160) had been dispatched. Many
testimonies of love and faithful-

-ness, and of appreciation have been
received from our German friends,
and the work will be pressed for-
ward whilst clothes are forthcom-

[A]l brethren are invited to

partlc1pate in this labour of love.
Let us remember our Lord’s words,
‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these My breth-
ren, ye have done it unto Me."”

)ILFOBD ESSEX, March = 26-20—The
Aldershmok Ecclesia . is holding - its

usual Easter Convention: - Secretary,
Mr. W. R. Chandler, 29, Woodlands
Avenue, London.-E. 11 .

OUR APOLOGIES

The demand. for the books and
booklet.s has exceeded our -expec-
tations, and temporarily it not
be possible to let the friends
all that they need. New supplies
are on the way, so will the breth-
ren send in their orders’ and they
will be dealt with in rotation as
soon as pessible. Our. thanks to
the Father of Light that the friends
are realising their pnvﬂeges Co

ANI’NTERETING u:rmm

Dear Brethren, A inend has
passed on to me one of your
monthly publications. I have been
studying the Studies in the Scrip-
tures with a few others for some
time past and knew somewhere
there must be others still holding
fast that which is good. - Will you
please let me know what the yearly

5subscnpta:;m is, as it is not givern
except in dollars, -

I should very
much like to have it, as it is of the
same spirit as the Studies in the
Scriptures, and ° therefore from
those who have the mind of Christ.
With much Christian love, Yours
by His grace, E. W., Cornwall

The price of The Dawn ma, in
theBtl;ﬂshlsleslsﬂveshﬂﬁ;?‘per
year. Subscriptions should be sent to
The Dawn, 68, South Castle Street.
leerpool 1. -

Aldetsbmﬁ Ececlesia Appolntmmtn
T. W. WATSON

Maidstone, Kent. ...
E. ALLBON
Oxford ........ ST April- 4
’ H. R KIPPS
Portamouth ...........o.n.. April - 4



......................... 16-18
Leeds .........cc.cvnuus peeearasiaes - 19
Manchester ....................... 20
Hyde ..........iciiiiniidiin e, 21

WARRINGTON, ENGLAND. Annual
' convention at Mer For accommodl-

tion ‘apply to: Mr,

C. Spilsbury,
Heath Road, Penketh Warrington, Eng

AVAILABLE lN GREAT BRITAIN

STUDIES IN THE SCR!PTURE
Full Set of Six Volumes, 18/9
Volumes 1, 2, and 3—2/6 each -
Volumes 4, 5, and 6—3/9 each
MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS
Dally Heavenly Manna—(Cloth)—2/6;
(de luxe)—6/3
Hymns of Dawn (Cloth)—5/-
Tabernacle Shadows (Cloth)—2/6 each
Emphatic Diaglott—10/6
D;%hu’s Translation_(Complete Bible)—
1 :

Berean Questions (Volume 1)--6d
God’s Promises Come True—10/-
Creation—8d . each; 7/6 per dozen
Chosen People—8d each; 7/ per dozen
THE DAWN

68 South Castle Street .

THREEPENNY BOOELETS
. 2/ per dozem

" As Angels of Light

Christ Has Returned
God’s Plan -
The Truih About Hell
God and Reason ‘
Hope Beyond the Grave
) FREE BOOKLETS
God’s Hand in the Affairs of Men
Divine Intervention Near S
The Judgment Day -
God’s Remedy for a World Goue Mad
God’s Restitution Projeet C
Ask for samples ‘of free traets. .=
'LIVERPOOL 1
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21
4
Winnipeg, Marn, Can. ..ov...ee .. 28 Oakland, Calif. ........... ... Mar; 7
Minneapolis, Minn. Mar. 30-Apr. 1 L. JACOBS .
F. A. BRIGHT ~ Groton, Conn. (Evening) .. Mar. §1~°1
'Washington. D C. (Evenmg) Mar. 13 pew don - 1
Washington, D. C. (Moming) .... M4 Lo Conn. '(_ . °°’,l) a
Baltimore;. ngd. (Aftemoon) ...... g - 6. 0. JEUCK o
Lehighton, : c“v)N";l‘, """"" * 7% - Sarasota, Fla. ...,.}»...“..‘..".. Mar, . 28
Wa.llmgfard Conn: (Mommg)Mar Ty L e :
Hartford, Conn. (Afte; Paterson, N. J.".............. Mar. 1
’ rd, s ;Ormoon) """ 7, Raston, Pa. ....... wermrereanss e 21
' JEN ELAND R. A. KREBS I
Indianapolis, Ind. .......... Mar. 1,2 . . : )
Richmon%hl_nd ____________________ i Batavia, I, ........ TTTTTIOTN Mar; - 14»
L N o
Connellsville, Pa. ............ooes 5 A. H. KRUMPOLT -
Pittsburgh, Pa. ...........ccveene. - ,1 New Haven, Conn. (Morning) Mar. 14
Columbus, Ohio .................. 8,9 Waterbury, Conn. (Afternoon) .. 14
Piqua, Qhio ...........cccovvinen. 10,11 .
'ls'.;g:, Olilgid.‘ ..................... 13 ﬁ . R. J. KRUPA .
w, Mich. .......cc0vvunnin 5 : .
Flint, Mich. ........ ;0 18 Chatham, Ont, Cen. ........ Mar.. U

troit, Mich, .............. .. 17,20, . ’Iooms' o
Essex, Ont,, Can. PR 18,1 L. P. -

n Arbor, Mich. .............. . 2,23 Binghamton, N. Y. ......... Mar. 28
Kalamanoo Mich. 11111 Mg 3. Y. MAC AULAY .
Grand Rapids,” Mich. ............ 21-2 Groton, Cofin, [/............ Peb, 2
Coldwator Mich. .......o0n i 30 New Bedford, Mnss . 29

Bend, Ind. . Mn.l' 31-Apr. 1 N. Brookfleld, Mass. ..... Mar. 1,2.
o- D. Dm ) Woro'ester, Mass. ........ 3.;
Hazhton, Pa. \.iveeovee.. Mar. . 28 Boston, Mass .ooolorr i 6T



Manchester; N. H. ......cccceee. 8,9 G. R. POLLOCK
Providence, B L w1} San Luis Obispo, Calit. ... Mar. .21
E. R. MAC JILTON - "G. P. RIPPER -
Dugqueste, Pa.P ............. Mar. izg Santa Ana, Calif. ...,...... Mar. 28

e, . cierecsnsaansers s 1
. EDWARD MAURER York, Pnu(.EvAe.n::) ...... Mu- n
Washington, Pa. ............ Mar. 21 york, Pa. (Morning) ........... .. 2B
JOHN H. MOORE Lancastér; Pa. (Afternoon) ...... -4~
Porﬂand,WQm e reeeeanens Mar, % C. R. WEIDA
Seottle, Wagh. -ooooemeeeiones B Wilmingten, Del. Morning) Mar. 14
h, Wash. .10 s 'W.N. WoODWQETH
EVERETT MURRAY AlbanyNY vvvveeere.. Mar. 14
Detroit, Mich: ............... Mar. 27,28 - MBBS, ...coocoenmesocons . a
. LB NORBY H. L. YOUNG
Allentown, Pa. .............. MAL U0 pottstown, Pa. ..c.occeeee. Mar 28
, H. PASSIOS C. W. ZAHNOW
Monessen, Pa. .......c.uenee Mar, 28 Algbama Territory- ........ Mar. 1-31
"CONVENTIONS

ALBANY, N. Y., March H—Y. W. C. A,
5 Lodge Street. :

SAGINAW, MICH., March ll-—Regu

monthly gathering in the Woman’s
Club 811 N. Jefferson Street.

DETROIT, MICH., March 27, zs— ‘Qur
-Eedenahasdee:dedtoholdanli‘aster
Convention. All sessions will be held
in the Maccabees Building, Woodward
Avenue at Putnam. The convention
opqns at two o'clock Saturday after-

and will close at four o'clock
’ afternoon. For details, write
the secretary, Mr. Ray Krupa, 8191
Wigner, Detroit, 5, Mich."

* Can., for reservahons,

. ‘WILMINGTON, DEL., April 17, 18—

Pre-Memorial Convention to be held
in the Jr. O. U. A. M. Hall, 907 Tatnall
Street. For details, write the secretary,
Mrs. Peter Kolliman, 404 W, 3lst Street.
Wilmington, 218, Del. .

TORONTO, ONT., CAN., April 24, 25—
Convention will be held in the Rai
Purdy . Studios, Queen. Street East at
Berti Street. Write Mr. D. H. Cope-
land, 4 Albert Street, Toronto, Ont,
if you are cer-
tain you can attend. Single rooms
may be had in either hotels or tour-
ist- homes for $250 and $3.50. Donot

“send any deposit for rooms.

m HAVEN, CONN, May - IG—Defails

TOLEDO, OHIO, May 16—Details later.
P!l'l‘SBURGB, l’A., May 23—Details

CHICAGO, ILL, May 25, 30, 31—AD
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seuionswﬂlbeholdatﬁbN LaSalle
‘Street. . Write secretary,
ﬁeodeack,SGlsS.OakleyAvenue.
Chicago, 36, Ill., for reservations.

DETROIT, Mich., July 3-5.

THE CHAUTAUQUA GENERAL
CONVENTION: Plans are proeeedmg

Mr,

for this gathering, The situstion will
be somewhat different than in previous
yenrs, in that it will not be possible for
all to be accommodated on the grounds,
Details for rooming arrangements will
be announced later, but make your -
plansnowtoattend."l‘hed:telsthe
ﬂrstweekotAuaut.v, .

BEREAN QUES'I.‘ION BOOKS Ques-
books are now available for
Volumes L II, I, V, and VI of Studies
in the Seriptures. They are priced as
follows: for Volumes I, II, and III, ten
cents each; for Volumes V and VI, 15
cents each, Question Book for Volume
IV will be announced later. ..
EASTER GREETING FOLDER: This
is an attractively designed 8-page folder
bearing a message of truth appropriate
to the Easter season. There is still time
to order as many as you can useé. Send
them to your friends and relatives who
are not in the truth. With envelopes
goomatch 25 cents a dozen, ﬂfty for

TO AVOID DELAYS We request
that all correspondence?‘pgrﬁihmg

literature, pilgrim service, rﬁdxo work, »

etc., be addressed-to The Dawn, in care
of the department for which it-is in-
tended, rather than to individuals. All
letters addressed to individials in care
of The Dawn are considered as con-
fidential, hence if those to whom such
letters are addressed may for some
reason be temporarily away from the
office, the letters remain unopened, re-
sulting in possible serious delays,

| Assistance
To OverseanBrethfen

FOR the benefit of those who may
have overlocked previous announce-
ments, we take this opportunity. .to
state again that "addressed labels and
shipping instructions will ‘be sent upon
request ,to those who desire to mail
clothmg or food to our needy brethren
in Eurcpe. We understand that food
can be shipped together with .clothing,
prowded packages do not:exceed. .the
maximum weight of 22 lbs, permitted
by the post:al authorities, .

If,m-pl‘efer to have The Dawn send
“food or literature to our overseas
brethren, donations may be ‘made to us
for that purpose. .Through- T‘he Dawn
a special multi-purpose food is: bemg
shlpped, and reports indicate that it is
proving very satisfactory. All inqumes
and correspondence concerning _ this
branch of the service should be ad-
dressed to The Dawn, Oveérseas Service
Committee, East Rutherford, N, J.

BIBLE STORIES FOR CHILDREN—In this topsy-turvy world of today
children more than ever need to know about the promises of the Bible
and of their certain fulfilment. . There is nothing that will prepare them
better to face the uncertain years of this new atomic age. .

Each story is colorful charming, and thought-provokmg. And hke
“Alice in Wonderland,” while intended for children, it ‘has at once
becgme a favorite with adults. Exce]lent as a gift. 390 pages._ Bound

in gi'een cloth, go,ld stamped $2 00




“To Comfort All Who Mourn”

FOR years past many of the friends have been send-
ing “Consolation Cards” to relatives of the deceased,
securing the names and addresses for this purpose from
obituary lists published in the daily papers. These
cards offer to send a free booklet dealing with the sub-
ject of hope beyond the grave. This method of witness
has been richly blessed, and many sad hearts have been
comforted, and some have fully embraced the truth.
We recommend that this work be expanded, by ec-
clesias as well as by individuals.

To make the effort more effective we have prepared a
special booklet to be sent to those who respond to the
Consolation Cards. It deals with the subject of death
and the resurrection in a manner particularly appro-
priate to the purpose for which it is intended. The
name of the booklet is “Hope,” and its appearance and
subject matter are in keeping with its purpose. Enve-
lopes to match the booklet are provided.

As heretofore, Consolation Cards are furnished with-

out charge. Those ordering a thousand or more may
have them printed with their own return address.

The new “Hope” booklets are available in quantity
lots at 50 for $1.00. Let us all do what we can to
comfort those who mourn,

THE DAWN East Rutherford NEW JERSEY




That the church is “the temple of the living God”

has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—ever
since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the
. chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessings shall come “to all people,”

and they find access to him.—~1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. -

2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and pelish-~
ing of consecrated believers in Christ’s aton&ment
for sin progresses, and when the last of thése “liv-
ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the first resurrection; and the temple
shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the millen-
nium.—Rev. 15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world
lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of
God tasted death for every man,” “a ransom for all,”
and will be “the true light which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9;
John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like
her Lord, “see him as he is,” be a partaker of the
divine nature and share his glory as his joint-heir.—
1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4

That the presenf mission of the church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ’s millennial kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church
—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—
Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35

To Us /the"Scriptﬁres l:léarly Teélch

‘—peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction
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“To Comfort All Who Mourn”

FOR years past many of the friends have been send-
ing “Consolation Cards” to relatives of the deceased,
securing the names and addresses for this purpose from
obituary lists published in the daily papers. These
cards offer to send a free booklet dealing with the sub-
ject of hope beyond the grave. This method of witness
has been richly blessed, and many sad hearts have been
comforted. and scme have fully embraced the truth.
We recommend that this work Le expanded. by ec-
clesias as well as by individuals.

To make the efort more effective we have prepared
a special booklet to be sent to those who respond to the
Consolation Cards. It deals with the subiect of death
and the resurrection in a manner particularly appro-
priate to the purpose for which it is intended. The
name of the booklet is “"Hope.” and its appearance and
subject matter are in keeping with its purpose. Enve-
lopes to match the booklet are provided.

As heretofore, Consolation Cards are furnished with-
out charge. Those ordering a thousand or more may
have them printed with their own return address.

The new “Hope” booklets are available in quantity
lots at 50 for $1.00. Let us all do what we can to
comfort those who mourn.
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