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Highlights of DAWN

The Cry for the Kingdom

"Of the increase of His government and peace there shall b e
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, t o
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justic e
from henceforth even forever ."—Isaiah 9 : 7

"TODAY, the world economy is . . . threatened with break -
down and disintegration . Monetary disorder afflicts th e
entire non-communist world . Nations coming up against th e
interlocked threats of trade and payments deficits, inflation ,
energy shortages and unemployment are growing increas-
ingly nationalistic in their policies . . . . We are . . . facing a
choice between economic chaos and a difficult, unprece-
dented, peacetime collaboration among major governments . "

Opening his article in a recent issue of The New Yor k
Times Magazine on the world economy with these ominous
words, economist Leonard Silk proceeds to describe i n
thought-provoking detail the factors that have brought th e
world to its present precarious condition and suggests a
course of action to be undertaken if the threatened worldwid e
economic and financial chaos is, hopefully, to be averted ;
namely, abandonment by the nations of the world of thei r
beggar-my-neighbor policies of self-interest, and the adop-
tion of an unprecedented peacetime collaboration amon g
major governments .

Society's Foundations Threatened

Mr. Silk is far from alone in his deep concern anent worl d
conditions . He notes the warning of Chairman Arthur F .
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Burns,of the Federal Reserve Board, that "if long continued ,
inflation at anything like the present rate would threaten th e
very foundation of our society ." He also quotes Ashb y
Bladen, a senior financial executive of the Guardian Lif e
Insurance Company, as saying, "A return to either pric e
stability or financial stability without an intervening cras h
appears to me to be practically impossible . . . . And the
longer the crash in postponed by continuing the inflationar y
process of excessive credit expansion, the worse it will b e
when it does come." Further on in Mr . Silk's scholarly articl e
we are given the view of Dr . H . Johannes Witteveen ,
managing director of the International Monetary Fund, that
"it is no exaggeration to say that the world presently face s
the most difficult combination of economic policy decision s
since the reconstruction period following World War Two . "

Be it noted that these are not the views of alarmists, bu t
rather of temperate, responsible, and thoughtful me n
reporting on world conditions as they honestly see them .
After noting the concern of his fellow economists, an d
suggesting his program for averting world disaster, Mr . Sil k
asks, "Is such an effort to restore world economic order
politically feasible and realistic? It had better be!" Th e
primary, essential ingredient in that effort, according to Mr .
Silk, is international co-operation, and he puts the matte r
very simply, though forebodingly . He says, "The United
States, Western Europe and Japan must recognize that the y
are all in the same boat, and must either work together o r
they will sink together . "

Co-operation—or Disaster

The widely read Kiplinger Washington Letter said recently ,
"Remember, the U .S . economy is now a part of the WORL D
economy . In years past we were somewhat of an island, bu t
now international trade is vital to our fortunes . . . as it is t o
Europe's,Japan's and Mideast's . We breathe in and out wit h
them . . . . The U .S. is no longer an island unto itself . Like i t
or not . . . we're becoming integrated into the worl d
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economy. . . . We depend increasingly upon foreign
countries for raw materials . This means we have less contro l
over our own economic destiny . . . and what happens in th e
world at large more and more touches us directly . "

Later in the same article Mr . Silk makes an observatio n
that should particularly interest students of God's Word, wh o
since the first advent of our Lord have been praying for th e
coming of God's kingdom and the doing of his will on earth .
He says, "In an increasingly integrated world economy, suc h
programs need to be international and not merely national i n
scope. Yet the time for supranational [universal] governmen t
is not yet ." Seemingly, he leans to the view that the only an d
ultimate solution to the world's problems must be through
the agency of a powerful world government .

The renowned mathematician, Albert Einstein, expresse d
the same view . Following the atomic bombing of Hiroshim a
toward the end of World War Two, which he most deepl y
deplored (and his genius helped create that awful weapon) h e
said, "The only salvation for civilization and the human race
now lies in the creation of world government ." And on th e
occasion of Mr . Nixon's visit to Moscow to discuss the
possible limitation of the nuclear arms build-up, the King o f
Belgium said to Mr . Nixon, "All men seem to be boun d
together by the same destiny . "

There is, we see, a definite, growing realization in th e
minds of thoughtful people of the inescapable truth that i f
men are to live happily together on this ever more crowde d
planet they must learn to communicate, co-operate, and dea l
justly with one another .

"The Whole Creation Groaneth "

This craving for universal peace and happiness has stirre d
in the hearts of men for long ages . At Jesus' first advent ,
Luke tells us that "the people were in expectation" (Luk e
3 :15), probably through their vague understanding of
Daniel's,prophecy concerning the coming of the Messiah .
(Dan . 9 :23-26) The people did not know what to expect fro m
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his arrival . But they were a subject people, suffering unde r
the heel of the Roman Empire, and longing for deliverance at
the hand of that Great One who had been so long promised .
The Messiah did indeed come, but he did not bring the litera l
deliverance from oppression that the Jews had so eagerly
anticipated, for it was not the due time for that part of God' s
plan on behalf of mankind to occur . He came to die ; to give
his life as a ransom for all mankind, and to call out of the
world during this Gospel Age a people for his name .

A little later, in writing to the church at Rome, Paul also
calls attention to this longing for deliverance from the tribula -
tions of this present evil world, not only on the part of th e
Jews, but of all mankind . He writes, "We know that th e
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together unti l
now ." The world does not comprehend the full implication s
of these stirrings within their hearts, but actually, Paul tell s
us, they are unwittingly longing for the completion of th e
church and the dispensing of the promised kingdo m
blessings . Now, as iniquity appears to be reaching it s
fulness; now that the millennial reign of Christ and th e
church is drawing nigh, as we believe, may it not be that th e
world is coming to realize its need? May it not be that, her e
and there, God is beginning to prepare the hearts of men ,
wearied with wickedness, suffering, and seemingly insolubl e
problems, for the coming in the earth of the kingdom? —
Rom . 8 :19-22

World Peace Through Violence ?

Indeed, there are even certain misguided elements o f
so-called Christianity who are so frustrated at the obviou s
lack of world progress toward peace, love, justice, and righ-
teousness as they see it, and so impatient and anxious for th e
time of kingdom blessings to arrive, they are seriousl y
suggesting that those who call themselves Christian mus t
take matters into their own hands to bring about that muc h
desired time, even to the point of using violence . This rathe r
recently advocated approach to attaining the elusive earthly
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utopia is put forward by one Jurgen Moltmann under the
label "the theology of hope ." The horrors of revolutionar y
violence, suggests Moltmann, are necessary and justified t o
overcome the greater sin of tyranny and unrighteousness
under which mankind lives .

As Ernst Bloch, another advocate of this philosophy writes ,
"Christians have taken a new look at revolution . . . . Presen t
evils are too great to be handled in any other way than by tha t
of revolution ." Thus, we are exposed to the' latest applicatio n
of that ages-old fallacy that has caused untold suffering ove r
the centuries, that the end justifies the means .

"Turn the Other Cheek"

One wonders where the scriptural authority exists fo r
adopting such a course . Paul instructed the church to live at
peace with all men, and to "be subject unto the higher
powers . For there is no power but of God ; the powers that be
are ordained of God ." (Rom . 13 :1) And Jesus never preached
violence . He did not even resist the rabble mob that cam e
unjustly to arrest him, and he rebuked Peter when that
apostle sought to defend him . "Then said Jesus unto Peter ,
Put up thy sword into the sheath ; the cup which my Fathe r
hath given me, shall I not drink it?"—John 18 :1 1

Far from advocating violence, Jesus instructed hi s
followers to turn the other cheek if the occasion required it .
Jesus made it clear that the task and privilege of the churc h
during this age is to preach the gospel of peace, the gospel o f
love, the gospel of hope ; and to lay down one's life i n
fulfilling that assignment . We are to pray for the kingdom ,
not use violence to attempt to bring it into being . If we have
faith, we will leave the timing and the modus operandi fo r
accomplishing that important and glorious event to the wil l
and judgment of the Heavenly Father, as indicated by Danie l
the Prophet . "The God of heaven," said Daniel, "shall se t
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed ; and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break i n
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pieces and consume all these [presently existing, worldly ,
and evil] kingdoms, and it shall stand forever ."—Dan . 2 :44

Is our faith too weak, and our impatience too great, to take
these promises into our hearts and lives, and to wait on th e
Lord? And surely the Lord's people have been greatl y
blessed with the clear evidence of the Lord's hand in th e
affairs of the world since the end of the Times of the Gentile s
in 1914, realizing that this was preparatory to the beginning
of the millennial reign of Christ and the establishment in th e
earth of a universal, righteous government—the only rea l
solution to earth's ills .

The Confusion of Tongues

The world today is composed of many scores of nations an d
peoples of varying sizes, each of which is more or less like a
large family unto itself . These nation-families have their ow n
customs and cultures ; often their own religions . They ar e
separated by boundaries, physical or artificial, by national
aspirations, by ideological differences, and by hatred s
generated by centuries of wars, so that communication an d
exchange of ideas and development of sympathetic under -
standing between these nations (composed as they are of
imperfect human beings) is well-nigh impossible . Apart from
the inherited imperfection and selfishness of humankind ,
perhaps one of the principal obstacles to understanding an d
co-operation between nations is the language barrier . Thi s
obstacle, under Christ's reign, will be removed .

When God created man he placed him in a beautiful garde n
paradise eastward in Eden, and surrounded him with all tha t
he would need to sustain life everlastingly . God there blessed
Adam and his wife and, among other things, instructed the m
to "be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish [Hebrew, fill] the
earth, and subdue it ." Evidently it was God's purpose fo r
man to scatter throughout the whole earth, populating and
subduing it, and rendering the entire planet one large ,
beautiful, and peaceful garden .
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However, "sin entered the world, and death by sin" (Gen .
3 :1-19; Rom . 5:12), and mankind started down the long ,
broad road that leads to destruction . (Matt . 7 :13) By the tim e
that Noah came on the scene some sixteen centuries later ,
iniquity had become so general and the earth so filled wit h
violence that God decided to destroy all mankind in a grea t
flood, preserving only Noah and his wife, and their thre e
sons and their wives, for these God had found to be righteou s
in his sight .
Be Fruitful, and Fill the Earth

Now the slate would be wiped clean, so to speak, and th e
earth populated afresh . "And God blessed Noah and hi s
sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, an d
replenish [fill, RSV] the earth ." (Gen. 9:1) Here the Creator
instructed Noah and his sons even as he had Father Adam
and Mother Eve so many centuries earlier, to multiply, an d
fill the whole earth . Noah's offspring did indeed multipl y
greatly, as God had instructed them to do . But apparentl y
they did not comply with the remainder of God's instructions ;
namely, to scatter abroad and take possession of the whol e
earth . We read of this in the eleventh chapter of Genesis .

"And the whole earth was of one language, and of on e
speech . And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east ,
that they found a plain in the land of Shinar ; and they dwel t
there . And they said one to another, Go to, let us mak e
brick, and burn them throughly . And they had brick for
stone, and slime had they for morter . And they said, Go to ,
let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unt o
heaven ; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered
abroad upon the face of the whole earth . "

Evidently they had found a pleasant situation that appealed
to them, and they decided to make it their permanent habita -
tion . But seemingly this was contrary to God's instructions t o
fill the whole earth, and the Lord was not pleased . "And the
Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which th e
children, of men builded . And the Lord said, Behold, th e
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people is one, and they have all one language ; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them ,
which they have imagined to do ."—Gen . 11 :5, 6

The Confusion of Speec h

The Lord was determined that they should move on int o
other parts of the earth, and he rightly concluded that th e
best way to separate them and make them travel on was t o
confuse their speech . "Go to," said the Lord, "let us g o
down, and there confound their language, that they may no t
understand one another's speech ." And how immediatel y
effective was this confusion of their language in bringin g
about a separation among the people! "So the Lord scattere d
them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth ; an d
they left off to build the city . Therefore is the name of i t
called Babel [Confusion] ; because the Lord did there
confound the language of all the earth ; and from thence di d
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth . "
—Gen . 11 :7-9

This confusion of speech largely remains to this day, and i s
an important element in keeping peoples separated, and i n
thwarting the development of understanding and co -
operation between nations . It is a large factor in the stubbor n
continuance of selfish nationalism, of hate, and of animosit y
of one nation toward another . And the Lord has promised
that in due time this barrier to universal love and peace shal l
be removed .

This promise is recorded in Zephaniah 3 :8,9: "Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to th e
prey; for my determination is to gather the nations, that I
may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indig-
nation, even all my fierce anger ; for all the earth shall b e
devoured with the fire of my jealousy . For then will I turn t o
the people a pure language, that they may all call upon th e
name of the Lord, and serve him with one consent [on e
accord, RSV] . "
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The Work of the Kingdom

However, mere removal of the language barriers betwee n
peoples will not automatically and of itself bring abou t
co-operation and understanding between the nations .
Helpful as it will be, it is but one step in God's overal l
program to accomplish that glorious end . After the world o f
mankind is brought forth from the grave in the resurrection .
as a result of Christ's redeeming sacrifice, the long proces s
of writing God's law of love in the hearts of the people wil l
begin . And when it is completed, mankind will once agai n
enjoy that wonderful at-one-ment; that glorious communion
with their Heavenly Father that was lost when our firs t
parents disobeyed God's loving instructions. For thus "sait h
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write i t
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be m y
people. And they shall teach no more every man hi s
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord ;
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto th e
greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for I will forgive thei r
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more ."—Jer .
31 :33,34

In the thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah the prophet beautifull y
describes the blessings that will flow from the work of resti-
tution when Christ and the church are reigning . Even th e
desert shall blossom as the rose! "It shall blosso m
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing ; the glor y
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carme l
and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and th e
excellency of our God ."—lsa . 35 :1, 2

The prophet tells us that these blessings follow the Day of
Jehovah . He says, "Behold, your God [Jehovah] will com e
with vengeance, even God with a recompence ; . . . Then
[after that great and terrible day] the eyes of the blind shal l
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped . Then
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of th e
dumb sing ; for in the wilderness shall waters break out, an d
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streams in the desert . . . . And an highway shall be there ,
and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness ; the
unclean shall not pass over it ; but it shall be for those ; the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein, . . . but
the redeemed shall walk there : and the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting jo y
upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, an d
sorrow and sighing shall flee away ."—Isa. 35:4-1 0

One World, Universal Lov e

This work of writing God's law in men's hearts an d
restoring them to that image of their Creator from which the y
have fallen will take a thousand years . Then will be brough t
to pass that presently uncomprehended, but so hungril y
sought, "desire of all nations" for a world that is truly one i n
heart and mind and love and reverence for their great
Creator, and in love and sympathy and co-operation with on e
another . For then that one world, under one universa l
righteous government for which thoughtful men are eve n
today proclaiming a need, and for which Christians hav e
been praying since the first advent of Christ, will gloriousl y
come into being, and hold sway for a thousand years unde r
the beneficent rulership of Christ and the glorified church .
(Isa . 9 :6,7 ; Rev . 20 :6) Then will the troubles that plague thi s
poor world he removed by the only government that is wis e
enough, powerful enough, and righteous enough t o
accomplish that great work—God's universal kingdom unde r
Christ and the church .

We believe the signs are clear which indicate that we hav e
already entered upon the beginnings of the Day of Jehovah ,
immediately beyond the completion of which the promise d
blessings shall begin to flow to humankind . How we all lon g
for that time when our loved ones shall hear the voice of th e
Son of man, and come forth from the sleep of death, to be
brought to a knowledge of the truth and of the Father's grea t
love, and have an opportunity to gain happy, everlasting lif e
in that wonderful new world under Christ wherein dwellet h
universal righteousness!—ll Pet . 3 :13
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR MARCH 2

How Is God Known Best?

MEMORY VERSE : "No man hath seen God at any time ; the only

begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declare d

him."—John 1 :18

HEBREWS 1 :1—2: 9

AS FINITE earthly creatures w e
find it impossible to grasp th e
glory and beauty of the divin e
nature, for no man can loo k
upon God and live . Therefore i f
the Heavenly Father were to
reveal to mankind something o f
his character and attributes, i t
would have to be done in som e
other manner . Thus we find tha t
it was through his only begotte n
Son, Jesus . that he chose t o
reveal himself ; for even as ou r
Lord declared (John 14 :9), "He
that hath seen me hath seen th e
Father . "

The expression "he hath
declared him" is better under -
stood from the Rotherham
translation, where the thought i s
rendered "he hath interprete d
him," or from the Diaglott ,
where it is given as "he ha s
made him known . " And, this i s
exactly what Jesus accom-
plished while in the flesh as the

Heavenly Father ' s representa-
tive here on earth . In every
sense of the word Jesus was th e
image of God manifested in th e
flesh . Through him we may get
a glimpse of the Heavenly
Father 's attributes, and in that
way he is "interpreted for us, "
and in this manner he is "mad e
known to us . "

In his letter to the Hebrew s
the Apostle Paul draws our
attention to the fact that Go d
has "in these last days spoke n
unto us by his Son, whom h e
hath appointed heir of al l
things, by whom also he made
the worlds ." (1 :2) As the onl y
begotten Son of God, our Lord
Jesus had the privilege of
bringing into being all of the
other works associated with th e
creation and preparation of thi s
earth for the eventual blessin g
of the whole human race . Also ,
having purchased the human



race with his own precious
blood, Jesus will inherit the
destiny of man . Yes, God has
been well revealed by the faith-
ful dedication of his Son, whom
he appointed for that purpose .

This thought is beautifully
suggested by the apostle in th e
following verse (1 :3) ; and, using
the phraseology of the Wey-
mouth translation as a guide fo r
our remarks, let us note : "He
brightly reflects God's glory an d
is the exact representation of hi s
being [marginal rendering ,
natur e, or substance] ." In what
better way could the apostl e
have expressed this though t
than to explain that our Lord
Jesus reflected the Heavenl y
Father's character and glory in
the very life which he led as a
perfect human being ; and tha t
as a man, he was an exac t
representation of the divine
spiritual character . We know
God best, indeed the only way
we know him is through his Son .

As a result of our Lord's faith -
fulness he was richly rewarded ,
having "sat down on the righ t
hand of the Majesty on high ;
being made so much better than
the angels, as he hath by inheri-
tance obtained a more excellen t
name than they ." (1 :3,4)
Another way we may know
something of God's character i s
the realization that he is willing
to share his glory, honor, an d
rntniortality with others . This i s
seen in the exaltation of Jesus to

BIBLE STUDY

the position of sitting at his righ t
hand; and in an even more
remarkable manner, in the invi-
tation which has been extende d
to those who desire to partici-
pate with Jesus in presenting
their " little all" alongside of hi s
perfect sacrifice, that they too
may receive a crown of life .

That this invitation was no t
extended to the angels i s
another manifestation of th e
Heavenly Father's plan, even a s
the apostle explains in his lette r
to the Hebrews (1 :5,6) : "For
unto which of the angels said h e
at any time, Thou art my Son ,
this day have I begotten thee ?
And again, I will be to him a
Father, and he shall be to me a
Son? And again, when h e
bringeth in the first begotten
into the world, he saith, And le t
all the angels of God worshi p
him." God by-passed the angel s
in extending the invitation to
Jesus to become the world' s
Redeemer, and he also by -
passed the angels in his call t o
the new creation from the
families of man .

Surely God could have found
from among the angels thos e
who would gladly have serve d
hint, but this lays the foundation
of our hope in the narrow wa y
which leads to glory, honor, an d
immortality—if we are faithfu l
unto death . May that hope sus-
tain us unto the end of ou r
course that we may be victoriou s
and "see him as he [really] is . "
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LESSON FOR MARCH 9

What Does It Mean to Care ?

MEMORY VERSE : "We have not an high priest which cannot be

touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points

tempted like as we are, yet without sin ."—Hebrews 4 :1 5

HEBREWS 2 :10—5:14

THERE is great comfort for
those who, in this present age o f
sacrifice as potential members
of the antitypical priestly class ,
come to realize that the grea t
antitypical High Priest, Jesus ,
our Lord and Redeemer, wa s
also tested in every way to prov e
his faithfulness to God, And, as
a perfect man, he kept hi s
Father's law perfectly withou t
violation .

But it is not enough that w e
cone to this realization an d
rejoice in the marvelous hope o f
our high calling ; we must als o
be conformed to the Word o f
God regarding the truth and ou r
consecrated lives, and seek to
the best of our ability to follow
the example of our High Pries t
that we may therefore be fitte d
by his overruling providences to
have a share in the future
honors and glories of that
thousand-year millennial king-

dom, to which the Heavenl y
Father has called us .

We should also not forget ,
even as the title of this lesson ,
"What Does It Mean to Care? "
suggests, the poor groanin g
creation, who continue to wait ,
although in most cases unknow-
ingly, for the blessings of tha t
glorious millennial day. It i s
necessary that we learn to
sympathize with our less for-
tunate neighbors and their sor-
rows and woes, and to realize
their degradation, misery, an d
human frailties that have com e
about as a result of hereditar y
weaknesses . Indeed, simply be -
cause we have been greatly
blessed with a knowledge of th e
truth and have been invited t o
have a share in the spiritua l
blessings of that future king-
dom, we must not overlook th e
sobering fact that we too are stil l
in the flesh as sinful and dying
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human creatures, and that w e
would have no standing befor e
our Heavenly Father except a s
his love has provided the robe of
righteousness which we wear .
We wear that robe because our
antitypical High Priest wa s
faithful, and not because of an y
merit of our own .

When writing the words of our
memory text the Apostle Pau l
evidently had in mind th e
argument of many of the Jew s
who found it difficult to under -
stand how Jesus could in an y
sense of the word be associate d
with the priesthood . After all ,
they must have reasoned, God
had indeed confirmed th e
priestly office to the family of
Aaron . of the tribe of Levi .

The apostle also points ou t
that Jesus' sufferings occurred
not because he was a sinner—a s
arc the members of his body ,
the underpriests—but becaus e
he was the Son of God whose
loyalty had to be tested an d
proven . It was only by the
testing of that loyalty to th e
Heavenly Father's will, indeed
even to suffering the ignomin-
ious death on the cross, that he
could be considered worthy o f
the high exaltation that Go d
promised him—glory, honor ,
and immortality . His sufferin g
of death not only constituted th e
sacrifice for the sins of the worl d
and granted the human race

BIBLE STUDY

restitution in due time, but the
trials and experiences which h e
endured were necessary for th e
development of his own char-
acter ; for, even as the apostl e
explains (5:8), "Though h e
were a son, yet learned h e
obedience by the things whic h
he suffered . "

There is tremendous meaning
in those words: our Lord Jesu s
was never imperfect at any time
in the sense of being sinful . He
was, on the other hand, perfec t
as a spiritual being before he
was made flesh and became a
man; and the Scriptures declare
that as a man he was holy ,
harmless, undefiled, and sepa-
rate from sinners . His suffer-
ings therefore did not make hi m
perfect in the sense of making
him sinless . A more reasonabl e
explanation indicates that Jesu s
entered into covenant relation -
ship (that is, a covenant of sacri-
fice) with his Heavenly Father ,
and that it was the Father's wil l
that he prove himself faithfu l
unto death so that he would be
granted the promise of the
divine nature as a reward . Hi s
trials were blessings in disguis e
as a necessary means towar d
that promise . If we, as footste p
followers of our Lord, also
accept the trials of life as God' s
arrangement to fit and prepare
and prove us, then we too wil l
have a share in the kingdom .
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LESSON FOR MARCH 1 6

Do We Face Life Alone?

MEMORY VERSE : "He is the Mediator of the new testament, tha t

. . . they which are cailed might receive the promise of eternal

inheritance ."—Hebrews 9 :1 5

HEBREWS 6 through 10

EVER since sin entered into th e
world as a result of disobedience
to God's laws, Adam and th e
entire human race, though ye t
unborn, have been condemne d
by the Creator . Sickness, acci-
dent, war, and misery of every
description have been the fate o f
man, which eventually led to th e
grave . For the most part me n
and women of all ages continu e
to face the perplexing problem s
of life with little or no awarenes s
of the fact that God has bee n
silently preparing for thei r
recovery through the develop-
ment of a Mediator, who wil l
stand between God and the
sinner in the times of restitution .
This will commence as soon a s
all the members of the Mediato r
shall have been made ready ,
and God ' s kingdom establishe d
whereby the human family may
be brought back into harmon y
with their Creator once again .

When considering this subjec t
it necessary to bear in mind that

during the establishment of
God's kingdom on earth, Go d
will not deal with sinner s
directly, but only through a
mediator . To obtain reconcilia-
tion with the Heavenly Father ,
the Jews, to whom the apostle i s
addressing his remarks, and the
whole world of mankind wil l
need to come to the Mediator —
Jesus and the 144,000 member s
of his body—who will act on
their behalf . Such will be th e
arrangement during the future
times of restitution .

Further study shows that the
word "mediator" means "go -
between," as indicated by
Strong's Concordance of the
Bible; or "middle man," a s
defined by Young in his con-
cordance. This is in harmon y
with the foregoing thoughts
relative to God's provision
whereby man may approach hi m
under the arrangements of th e
millennial kingdom . Jesus, of
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course, laid the foundation for
this work by giving his own life
in sacrifice according to the
Heavenly Father's will .

The old Law Covenant ha d
been in existence for hundred s
of years when Paul presented
these thoughts to the Hebrew
brethren, and many no doub t
had questions concerning God' s
plans in relation to the Jews ,
who they thought were th e
favored people to accomplisi
the work set out in that cove-
nant . Many of the Jews who ha d
come unto Christ and had
accepted him as their Redeemer
believed that somehow they
must still retain some sort o f
relationship to the old Law
Covenant and its ordinances
which had become so much a
part of their former lives . In hi s
letter to them Paul stresses th e
importance of recognizing the
Law as being merely a typical
covenant that prefigured a new
and better one; and that it s
mediator typified a better Medi-
ator, Christ—Jesus the Head ,
and his true followers consti-
tuting the members of his anti -
typical body; and that the blood
of bulls and goats used in its sin
offerings represented the bette r
sacrifices by which the new and
better covenant would becom e
operative in due time under th e
Christ .

For the most part Jewish
people remain in darkness con -

cerning God's plans and pur-
poses relative to our Lord Jesu s
and the approaching kingdom .
Perhaps it will not be too long
before the blindness that has
been upon them as a nation wil l
begin to dissipate and they wil l
gladly turn unto the Lord wh o
has miraculously brought the m
back to their own land in recent
years . It will, the Scripture s
point out, require a sobering
experience that will remove that
blindness ; however, when the
new dispensation shall begin to
dawn upon the world, when the y
shall see the resurrected
Ancient . Worthies on the scene
in their own land, perfect, and
as recipients of divine favor and
blessing, and when they shal l
see their brethren beginning t o
be blessed under the ministra-
tion of the New Covenant
arrangement—then the Jews ,
who have been blinded an d
unbelieving, will turn unto th e
Lord with a manifestation o f
true faith and obedience .

So also will the people of other
nations gather themselves to the
Lord and seek to come into
harmony with his will . "For out
of Zion shall go forth the Law,
and the Word of the Lord fro m
Jerusalem." (Isa . 2 :3) Then the
whole world, having turned to
Zion to receive instruction from
the resurrected Ancien t
Worthies, will learn of God' s
ways .
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LESSON FOR MARCH 23

What Makes a Valid Faith?

MEMORY VERSE : "Consider Him that endured such contradiction

of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in you r
minds ."—Hebrews 12 : 3

HEBREWS 11 through 1 2

IN THIS passage of scriptur e
the apostle brings to our atten-
tion the greatest and the
grandest example of faithful-
ness to God ever known—ou r
Lord Jesus—and exclaims tha t
we all should especially consider
him who endured so much for
truth and for righteousness .

The writer's use of the wor d
"consider" in this text is a n
interesting one because it is th e
only time it is found in the Bible .
In Strong's Exhaustive Con-
cordance it is defined "to esti-
mate, or to contemplate, " and
Young's Analytical Concor-
dance suggests "to reckon up "
as its meaning . And the author
of the Emphatic Diaglott trans-
lates this phrase "consider hi m
attentively . " There is no doub t
that the Apostle Paul wished u s
to study, appreciate, and take
serious knowledge of our Lor d
Jesus' life . The more we study
his course in life and realize

what it cost him to be faithful t o
the Heavenly Father's will and
to the principles of truth an d
righteousness, the more we ma y
see of the exaltation of his mar-
velous character .

Jesus did not spare his ow n
life, even thou he could have
called upon the hosts of heave n
to act on his behalf ; and he
withheld nothing in order tha t
he might do the perfect will o f
his Heavenly Father . He made
no effort to be sensational, tha t
he might attract attention to
himself—but quietly and hum-
bly went about his Father' s
business . He was loyal to th e
principles laid down in the La w
and by the prophets, and "in hi s
mouth was found no guile," o r
deception . When matters aros e
concerning the Law and it s
interpretation he presented ful l
and plain instructions respect-
ing it, holding nothing back . He
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declared that all things cam e
from God, and never claimed
that anything that he said or di d
was of himself .

For this, the Apostle explains ,
he "endured such contradiction
of sinners against himself."
Opposition came about because
of his preaching of the truth —
the Jewish religious leaders
seeing that the message he pro -
claimed was contrary to the one
they gave . The sinners were
those of the Jewish people, who ,
having a measure of light an d
divine favor, were not obedien t
to that blessing . The learned
Jews, the Doctors of the Law ,
the scribes, chief priests, and
the Pharisees understood th e
Law and had experience in it ,
but they failed to appreciate th e
spirit of the Law and were out o f
harmony with it . Our Lord' s
teachings manifested this fac t
and led them to take side s
against him, even though they
often stood in opposition to wha t
they .knew to be right .

Yet Jesus realized that th e
people were blinded and he me t
the attacks of his enemies wit h
patience, gentleness, kindness ,
and with an undisputed logic fo r
every question that was hurle d
at him . He did not back down .
however, to those who sought to
trap him but often denounce d
the Pharisees and others as
hypocrites, in an attempt to

awaken them to some realiza-
tion of their wrongdoing . Hi s
attempts, unfortunately, were
largely unheeded .

The apostle declares tha t
Jesus is the Author and Finishe r
of our faith, and then urges tha t
in our trials and difficulties a s
children of God and footstep
followers of the Master, w e
remember the extreme experi-
ences that he endured . We are
reminded that the shame an d
ignominy that was endured wa s
not in vain, but was joyfully
accepted as the Heavenly
Father's will and for the great
joy which was set before him .

We should also gladly walk i n
his footsteps even as he walked ,
endu r ing the experiences that
come our way as evidences of
God's overruling power an d
blessing in our lives, and drink-
ing of' his cup faithfully eve n
unto death . When we conside r
the Master's experiences i t
should make ours seem but ligh t
afflictions for a moment that
will, if we accept them in the
proper attitude of heart an d
mind, work out "for us a fa r
more exceeding and eterna l
weight of glory while we loo k
not at the things which are seen ,
hut at the things which are no t
seen : for the things which are
seen are temporal: but the
things which are not seen ar e
eternal ."—II Cor . 4 :17,18
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LESSON FOR MARCH 30

Can We Live Victoriously?

MEMORY VERSE : "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today ,

and forever ."—Hebrews 13 : 8

I CORINTHIANS 15:3-15,58; HEBREWS 13

THOSE who love the Lord may
live victoriously and in full
assurance of faith that the
promises of God which sustain
them and the conditions o f
divine favor that have gladdened
their hearts will never change s o
long as they remain loyal to th e
Heavenly Father's will . This i s
true because our Lord neve r
changes .

The child of God who is fille d
with the Spirit that comes from
above shall have little difficulty
in being victorious, because hi s
heart is established and his faith
rooted and grounded in righ-
teousness . His soul is like a n
anchor that is sure and steadfas t
in the truth, and when the trial s
of life bear down upon him or
when the winds of trouble
spring upon him he can, in full
assurance of faith, turn to Go d
for help and know that he will
receive it .

The truth is seldom foun d
among the worldly- wise or

strong-bodied, but on the other
hand, even as the Apostle Paul
pointed out (I Cor . 1 :26-28), "Ye
see your calling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, no t
many noble, are called : but God
hath chosen the foolish things o f
the world to confound the wise ;
and God hath chosen the wea k
things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty ;
and base things of the world,
and things which are despised ,
hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are ." And
following this argument the
apostle explains that the reason
why the truth finds its way t o
the lowly and despised of this
world is that "no flesh should
glory in his presence ." This i s
the class that goes forth in ful l
assurance of faith that Jesu s
Christ IS the same yesterday ,
and today, and forever .

20

	

THE DAWN



The worldly-wise are too pre -
occupied with their own accom-
plishments to consider our Lord
at this time, but must wait until
the future thousand-year king-
dom of Christ, when they will be
dealt with and will receive les-
sons that will humble their
hearts . In that day the whole
world will come to know their
Savior and the glory of hi s
unchangeableness .

There are many admonition s
surrounding our study text that
may assist us in our growth o f
Christian character—concerning
brotherly love, our treatment o f
strangers, sympathy for others ,
and our conversation . We are
also given the promise that our
Lord will never leave us nor for-
sake us—this being one of the
most blessed promises in the
entire Word of God,—and it is
supported in Old Testament
Scriptures as well (Deut . 31 :6) ,
"Be strong and of a good
courage, fear not, nor be afraid
of them : for the Lord thy God ,
he it is that doth go with thee ;
he will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee ." Keeping this thought in
mind, together with the thought
of the memory text is indee d
strengthening to us, for what
greater assurance that we may
be victorious in our Christia n
walk could we have than to kno w
that our Lord will never abando n
us in our desire to follow in hi s
footsteps ?

BIBLE STUDY

And again, the apostle con-
tinues (13 :6), "We may boldly
say, the Lord is my helper, and I
will not fear what man shall do
unto me." Fear is one of th e
greatest enemies that we hav e
to overcome in this life, and it
causes untold distress amon g
the human family, as well as
among the Lord's people . We
may be sure that there was no
fear in the Garden of Ede n
before sin entered the world ;
our first parents realized divin e
protection over them . When sin
came in, the whole picture
changed, and since then man
has become very fearful as a
result of his alienation fro m
God. With the child of God this
need not be so, for we may
boldly say that he is our Helpe r
and we can therefore put awa y
fear . This may require faith in
many circumstances, but if w e
keep this admonition in mind it
will help us to become victoriou s
in our consecrated lives .

We must also be on guard
regarding what we have learne d
to be the fundamental doctrines
of our faith, even as the apostle
said (13:9), "Be not carried
about with diverse and strange
doctrines ." It is important in the
end of this Gospel-Age harves t
to be alert and hold fast those
doctrines of truth that have
gladdened our hearts—keepin g
the truth pure and simple in our
lives .
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Glorious Resurrection
Promise

"The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zio n

with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shal l
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fle e

away ."—Isaiah 35:1 0

ON THE last Sunday in March, even as the swelling buds o f
the maples, oaks, and sycamores push out into fresh ne w
leaves, and the golden daffodils, the lilies of the valley, an d
the hyacinths burst into glorious bloom, and the dogwoo d
and myriad fruit trees put forth their fragrant, multi-colore d
blossoms, millions of professed Christians will celebrate th e
resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the grave .

For those of us who live in the Northern Hemisphere th e
coincidence of the season of our Lord's resurrection with th e
arrival of spring, the emergence of swelling Nature fro m
dormancy into vibrant activity is especially meaningful . It is a
season of anticipation, of renewed hope, and of animation .
But no matter in what part of the world it is our lot to dwell ,
this never-failing resurgence of Nature into life is a soul -
stirring event, eagerly awaited as the long, dark days o f
winter give way to the lengthening, life-giving hours of sun -
light . It reawakens in our hearts the longing for the wonder-
ful day when the sleeping dead shall hear the voice of the So n
of man, and come forth to life .

The Diversity of Hopes
Among the peoples of the world there are many religions

and many philosophies, each with its own understanding o f
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the destiny of man . Many profess belief in the immortality o f
the soul, the supposedly infinitesimal, invisible, an d
indestructible particle of life which is thought by some to b e
the real being, , and which in some unexplained form and
undefined place continues on forever . Others embrace the
thought of reincarnation, in which the individual continues t o
exist by successively, over the ages, entering the womb o f
human mothers who give them birth . Others believe in what
is known as the transmigration of souls, which is the trans -
forming of creatures in this life to other forms of creatures i n
the next and, hopefully, on ever rising and happier planes o f
existence . For others the future state of being takes som e
form of dark, dismal, and tormented subterranean existence .
While for still others that which is called death is not reall y
death at all but leads to a longed-for merging of one' s
identity into the universal life force .

All cling hopefully and tenaciously to some form of future
life ; but whatever the form and condition of future existenc e
the thoughts of man may conceive, it reveals man's deep-
rooted, universal preoccupation with his final destiny . And a s
we observe the perplexed and fanciful yearnings manifested
in some of these imperfect human concepts, and the disma l
and depressing alternatives set forth in others, how glad w e
are that the Bible tells forth in unmistakable and joyou s
language the truth of man's ultimate lot, for the faithful sac -
rificing footstep followers of Jesus, a resurrection to a heav -
enly home; and for all the remainder of mankind from Fathe r
Adam down a coming forth from the grave to be given an
opportunity to gain everlasting life on a restored and trul y
utopian planet Earth .

The Bible Promise Uniqu e

This promise of a resurrection of the dead as it is reveale d
and defined in the pages of God's Word is unique t o
Christian teachings ; it is found in no other of the world's
many religions . No other religion holds the hope of a futur e
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life to compare with the glorious prospect of a joyous, peace-
ful, everlasting existence for all who will accept of th e
proffered blessings and obey God's righteous laws . Indeed ,
the re-establishment of man's at-one-ment with his Creato r
is a central theme of the Bible and the ultimate purpose o f
God's loving plan for all mankind .

But even the vast majority of professed Christians greatl y
misunderstand and underestimate what the Bible promise s
concerning the resurrection . The generally accepted tenet o f
nominal Christianity on this point is that one must accep t
Christ as his Redeemer in this present life, else he i s
eternally lost . The Gospel Age, it is held, will close in a
twenty-four hour Day of Judgment, when Jesus comes i n
glory to judge the living and the dead . Those who hav e
accepted Christ and who have thereafter lived sufficientl y
righteous lives will dwell forever in heaven ; all others are to
be cast into hell, a place of fiery, everlasting torment .

In the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, even thos e
fortunate enough to be destined to go to heaven must firs t
spend an indefinite period of time in purgatory to be cleanse d
of every vestige of sin that they might be prepared to ente r
into the presence of the God of the universe .

This narrow view of the loving character of the Creator of
humankind makes no allowance for those countless million s
who have died without ever having heard the name o f
Christ ; nor does it make allowance for those many other
millions whose understanding of Christ's mission was not
responsibly clear . These, it is mercilessly taught, are foreve r
lost .

Resurrection Taught in the Old Testamen t

The word resurrection does not appear in a single instance
in the Old Testament . None-the-less, it has been God's pla n
from the very beginning to bring the dead forth from th e
grave; for while the sentence that returned Adam and all hi s
posterity to the dust was indeed just, yet the Great Creator i n
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his love and mercy was pleased to provide his dearly beloved
Son, "the Lamb [the was] slain from the foundation of th e
world," (Rev . 13:8) to be man's Ransomer and Redeemer ,
that man might eventually gain happy, everlasting life ,
having learned through hard experience that the wages of si n
is death, and that true and lasting happiness can be had onl y
by obedience to God's righteous laws .

That such has always been God's intention toward hi s
human creation is abundantly indicated in the types and
shadows of the Old Testament, such as Abraham's willing-
ness to offer his dearly beloved son Isaac as a sacrifice ,
picturing the offering by God of his only begotten Son o n
behalf of mankind . The lamb without blemish which wa s
slain by each family of Israel on the evening preceding thei r
escape from bondage in Egypt, and which played so vital a
part in the deliverance, beautifully foreshadowed the sacri-
fice of the perfect "Lamb of God which taketh away the sin o f
the world," thus providing deliverance for the world from
bondage unto sin and death . (John 1 :29) The slaying o n
Israel's Day of Atonement of animal sacrifices in order t o
effect at-one-ment between God and his elect people als o
forecast God's purpose to bring all mankind back into har-
mony with himself through effective and lasting sacrifice —
one that would truly take away sin .—Heb. 10:1-1 2

"The Ransomed of the Lord Shall Return "

Isaiah wrote of the wonderful blessings that shall be
showered upon man in that day when Christ's righteous
kingdom is ruling in the earth, and the benefits of the ranso m
provided by Jesus reach mankind . He said that the deser t
would blossom as the rose, the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped ; the lame
shall leap, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing . "And an
highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called Th e
way of holiness ; . . . and the ransomed of the Lord shal l
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
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their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorro w
and sighing shall flee away." (Isa . 35 :1-10) What a joyou s
time that will be for resurrected mankind !

Through the Prophet Hosea God makes a promise to Israe l
that also applies to the whole world . "I will ransom the m
from the power of the grave ; I will redeem them from death :
O death, I will be thy plagues ; 0 grave, I will be thy destruc-
tion ." (Hosea 13 :14) Clearly, this implies a resurrection o f
the dead . Commenting on this passage in his letter to th e
church at Corinth, Paul tells us that this glorious event await s
the completion of the church and their glorification . "Then, "
he says, "shall be brought to pass the saying that is written ,
Death is swallowed up in victory . 0 death, where is th y
sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?"—1 Cor . 15 :54,5 5

After death is swallowed up in victory, the Prophet Isaia h
goes on to say, "The Lord God will wipe away tears from of f
all faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away
from off all the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it . And it shal l
be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for
him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited fo r
him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salva-
tion ."—Isa . 25:8, 9

Another of God's holy prophets foretold the benefits o f
Christ's redeeming work on behalf of the world . Jeremiah
tells us that the time is coming when man will no longer di e
because of Father Adam's sin ; each will then be responsibl e
only for his own misconduct . But all will be provided with th e
ability to obey God's righteous laws and thus to qualify fo r
everlasting life . "In those days they shall say no more, Th e
fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth ar e
set on edge . But every one shall die for his own iniquity ;
every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be se t
on edge . . . . I will put my law in their inward parts, and writ e
it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be m y
people . And they shall teach no more every man his neigh-
bor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord ; fo r
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they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great-
est of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity ,
and I will remember their sin no more ." (Jer . 31 :29—34) Bu t
in order for these blessings to be enjoyed by man, all wil l
have first to be brought forth from the grave .

Awakening the Sleeping Dead

Some 600 years before the promised Redeemer appeared
on the scene the Prophet Daniel also foretold the
resurrection of the dead . He wrote, "At that time shal l
Michael [Jesus] stand up . . . and there shall be a time o f
trouble [in the closing days of the Gospel Age] such as neve r
was since there was a nation even to that same time : and at
that time . . . many of them that sleep in the dust of the eart h
shall awake ." (Dan . 12 :1,2) We believe that we are no w
nearing that wonderful day when God's love and merc y
through Christ will be manifested to the wondering world o f
mankind . Indeed, this longed-for time in the experience o f
man was foretold not merely by one here and there, but "b y
the mouth of all . . . God's holy prophets since the worl d
began."—Acts 3 :2 1

The entire New Testament might be regarded as a gran d
dissertation on the resurrection . It speaks in the most posi-
tive terms of that wonderful hope which is less openly stated
in the Old Testament, but which has always been an essentia l
part of God's plan for man's blessing . The "good tidings o f
great joy" which shall be to all people that the ange l
announced to the wondering shepherds on that never-to-be-
forgotten night in the hills outside of Bethlehem consisted i n
the fact that the Savior of mankind had at last come on th e
scene (the One whose perfect sacrifice would be the propitia-
tion for the sins of the whole world and who would ranso m
mankind from the grave) thus opening the way for man t o
regain communion with the Heavenly Father and receiv e
everlasting life .

The Apostle Paul laid great store by the promise and hop e
of a resurrection . He said that if there were no resurrection o f
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the dead, then, clearly, we are all entertaining false hopes .
He further indicated that the hope of a resurrection rested o n
the merit of Christ's sacrifice on behalf of mankind, the
acceptability of which would be manifested by the comin g
forth from the grave of Jesus himself after his crucifixion .

"If there be no resurrection of the dead," Paul wrote ,
"then is Christ not risen : and if Christ be not risen, then i s
our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain . Yea, and w e
are found false witnesses of God ; because we have testified
of God that he raised up Christ : whom he raised not up, if s o
be that the dead rise not . ._Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished .' '

This, Paul says, would be an appalling situation! But the n
he goes joyously on to proclain that Jesus, on whose sacrific e
so much depended, had indeed risen from the dead, thereb y
guaranteeing our own hope of a resurrection . "But now i s
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits o f
them that slept ." Therefore, Paul declares, all mankind shal l
indeed be brought forth from the grave . "For as in Adam al l
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ."—1 Cor .
15 :13-22
"It Will Not Tarry"

But, say many sincere seekers after truth, it is now almost
2,000 years since our Lord gave his life for the world ; it i s
almost 2,000 years since Paul spoke so reassuringly, so con -
fidently, of a resurrection of the dead ; and where is the evi -
dence of the fulfilment of that faraway promise ?

Paul tells us that there is reason for the seeming delay i n
the fulfilment of this hope . He shows that the body of Christ ,
the church, the little flock, must be selected, tested, prove n
faithful, and raised, following which the benefits of Jesus '
ransom will flow to the rest of mankind in proper order . Thus
we find him continuing his discourse to the church at Corinth ,
"But every man [will share in this glorious resurrection] i n
his own order : Christ the firstfruits ; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming [presence] ."—1 Cor . 15 :23
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The Apostle James also helps us to understand the reaso n
for this seeming delay in the receiving by the world of the
benefits of Christ's sacrifice. He confirms Jesus' and Paul's
statements that God is calling out of the world a little flock t o
be joined with Jesus in bringing the promised blessings t o
the world of mankind during Christ's thousand-year kingdo m
reign, which will begin when the church is complete .

James says, "Simeon [Peter] hath declared how God at the
first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for hi s
name. And to this agree the words of the prophets ; as it i s
written, After this [after the people for his name, the church ,
is called out] I will return, and will build again the tabernacl e
of David which is fallen down ; and I will build again th e
ruins thereof, and I will set it up ; that the residue of men [th e
remainder of mankind other than the church] might see k
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom my name i s
called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things ." (Acts
15:14-17) When the called-out church is completed, Jame s
says, then Christ's kingdom, of which David's was a picture ,
will be set up, so that the resurrected world of mankind may
then seek to do the will of the Lord and thus gain everlasting
life. James then adds that this was God's purpose for ma n
from the very beginning—there has been no delay in hi s
plans! "Known unto God are all his works from the begin-
ning of the world ."—Acts 15 :18

"The Hour Is Coming"
For the dead to receive the blessings resulting from

Christ's sacrificial work it is necessary that they first be
raised from the grave . And this is precisely what Jesus him-
self has assured us is to occur . Speaking to his disciples, h e
said (John 5:25-29) : "The hour is coming when the dead shal l
hear the voice of the Son of God : and they that hear
shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself [is th e
source of life, Rieu] ; so hath he given to the Son to have lif e
in himself [be a source of life, Rieu] ; . . . for the hour is com-
ing, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
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voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done good, unt o
the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, unto th e
resurrection of damnation [judgment, RSV] . "

Traditional understanding interprets this passage as signi-
fying a calling forth to receive instantaneous . on-the-spot
judgment—the righteous to be given a heavenly reward ,
while the unrighteous are consigned to suffering in hell . Bu t
this is not what the Bible teaches .

Concerning the faithful footstep followers of Jesus wh o
have died during the Gospel Age, the Apostle Paul inform s
us that at the second advent of our Lord Jesus these sleepin g
saints will be raised to be with their Savior, while those of th e
little flock who finish their course thereafter are thereupo n
gathered home to their heavenly reward . He writes thus t o
the Thessalonians : "The Lord [Jesus] . . . shall descend fro m
heaven [at his second advent] with a shout, with the voice o f
the archangel, and with the trump of God : and the dead i n
Christ [the sleeping saints] shall rise first : then we which are
alive and remain [the remaining members of the little flock ]
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to mee t
the Lord in the air : and so shall we ever be with the Lord . "
—I Thess . 4 :16,1 7

Paul explains the matter similarly in another letter to th e
church . He writes, "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the king-
dom of God ; . . . Behold, I show you a mystery ; We shall no t
all sleep [as have those of the church class who died prior to
the second advent of the Lord], but we [the remaining mem -
bers of the little flock, as we die] shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead [in Christ] shall be raise d
incorruptible, and we shall be changed ."—I Cor . 15 :50-52

The First Resurrectio n

Only the faithful footstep followers of Jesus are raise d
incorruptible to a heavenly, spiritual reward, for "flesh an d
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God ." The Revelator
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calls this "the first resurrection" and says of those who have
part in it that "they shall be priests of God, and of Christ ,
and shall reign with him a thousand years ." (Rev. 20:6) The
purpose of the thousand-year reign of Christ and the churc h
is to bless all the remainder of mankind, beginning with thei r
being brought forth from the grave . They are not raised fro m
the grave summarily to be consigned to hell, as some believe
and teach . Rather, they are brought forth to life here on eart h
in order that they might have a full opportunity to come bac k
into harmony with their Creator under the firm but lovin g
leadership of Christ and the little flock . The Apostle Pau l
speaks of this as "the times of restitution ."—Acts 3 :19-2 1

Very few, relatively speaking, of earth's billions have ha d
sufficient understanding of the privilege of accepting ou r
Lord's invitation to deny themselves and follow in his steps ,
and thus seek a place in the heavenly phase of the kingdom o f
God . Many have died who never even heard the name o f
Christ, while others have had but a confused idea of what i t
means to be a Christian . Only the few have heard th e
message clearly and given themselves wholeheartedly an d
completely to the Lord, thus joining themselves to that littl e
band "who by patient continuance in well doing seek fo r
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life" in the heav-
enly realms with their Lord Jesus .—Rom . 2 : 7

These few have forsaken the way of the world, knowin g
that if they "suffer with him" they will "be also glorifie d
together ." (Rom . 8 :17) The faithful among these alone of al l
the world will receive a heavenly reward and reign with
Christ in his kingdom .

In that last touching meeting with his beloved disciples ,
following their celebration of the passover, one of the com-
forting promises Jesus left with them related to their heav-
enly reward . He said, "In my Father's house are many man-
sions [dwellings, Diaglott] . . . . I go to prepare a place fo r
you . And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will com e
again, and receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there y e

(continued on page 38 )
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DAWN Publications

TEN-CENT BOOKLETS [12 for $1 .00 ]

ARCHEOLOGY
PROVES THE BIBL E
Designed to increase faith .

OUR LORD'S RETUR N
Reveals manner and purpose .

SCIENCE AND CREATION
Harmony of science and the Bible .

A ROYAL NATIO N
Deals with British-Israel doctrines .

GOD AND REASON
How God will bring peace .

THE TRUTH ABOUT HEL L
What the Bible really says .

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN
A series of twenty-three lessons .

GOD HAS A PLA N
A brief outline . . illustrated .

WHY GOD PERMITS EVI L
A satisfying message of comfort .

PARADISE WITHOUT POLLUTION
God's solution to man's problems.

ISRAEL IN HISTORY
AND PROPHECY
Significance of the present rebuild-
ing of Palestine .

THE GRACE OF JEHOVA H
God's appeal is through love .

THE KINGDOM OF GO D
Evidence that it is near.

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE
The Bible's teaching on the soul ,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise .

CHRIST' S
THOUSAND-YEAR KINGDO M
Christ's reign will bless mankind .

WHEN A MAN DIE S
Solves the riddle of death .

GOD'S PLA N
Illustrated by charts .

CREATIO N
Examines the Genesis record .

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
MARCH 6—"I have learned, in
whatsoever state I am, therewith
to be content . I know both how to
be abased, and I know how to
abound ."—Philippians 4 :11,1 2
(Z . '03-10 Hymn 125)

MARCH 13—"As many, there -
fore, as are perfect, should be o f
this mind ; and if in anything yo u
think differently, God will also
reveal this to you ; but to what we
have attained, let us walk by the
same line ."—Philippians 3 :15-1 7
Diaglott . (Z . '01-10 Hymn 225 )
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. . . informative and devotional

FIVE-CENT BOOKLETS [25 for $1 .00 ]

ARMAGEDDON ,
THEN WORLD PEAC E
Discusses prophecies of our day .

JESUS, THE WORLD'S SAVIO R
Portrait of qualifications .

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Identifies the true witnesses of
Jehovah and of Jesus.

THE CHURC H
The true church . . how to join .

BORN OF THE SPIRI T
When and how it takes place .

DIVINE HEALIN G
When sickness and death will end .

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL
AND THE WORL D
A bright hope for Jew and Gentile .

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT
Presents hope for the unsaved dead .

LIFE AFTER DEATH
A bright future for al ; mankind .

PEAC E
THROUGH CHRIST'S KINGDOM
The world's only hope.

HOPE FOR A FEAR-FILLED WORL D
Mankind will not be destroyed .

THE BLOOD OF ATONEMENT
Basis of reconciliation with God .

REINCARNATIO N
VERSUS RESURRECTIO N
Shows that life after death i s
through the resurrection .

WHAT CAN A MAN BELIEVE ?
The Bible answers .

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVI L
Who is he? Who created him?

SPIRITUALISM—ITS CLAIMS
Can the dead communicate ?

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYE R
Comforting and reassuring .

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRI T
Understandable and scriptural .

Weekly Prayer Meeting Text s
MARCH 20—"If ye continue in
My Word, then are ye My dis-
ciples indeed ; and ye shall kno w
the Truth, and the Truth shall
make you free ."—John 8 :31,3 2
(Z . '03-61 Hymn 315)

MARCH 27—"I pray for them
. . . that they all may be one . . .
that they may be made perfect in
one . . . that the world may kno w
that Thou hast . . . loved them as
Thou hast loved Me."—John
17 :9, 20-23 (Z . '03-79 Hymn 310)
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(Continued from page 31 )

may be also." (John 14:2,3) Yes, the Great Architect ha s
many dwellings, or planes of existence for his various crea-
tures; but in this particular instance Jesus is talking to those
alone who have given up their all to follow in his steps ; an d
clearly to these, and these alone, he is promising a heavenl y
dwelling .

But, as we have noted, this does not mean that all the vast
remainder of mankind are eternally lost . By no means, Pau l
tells us! In writing to Timothy he says that Christ gave him -
self a ransom for all, and that all are to be raised from th e
condition of death to learn obedience to the righteous laws o f
the kingdom then in operation, and thereby to gain life ever-
lasting . Paul says that "God . . . will have all men to b e
saved, and [in order to] come unto the knowledge of the
truth . For there is one God, and one mediator between Go d
and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time ." (I Tim. 2:3-6) For these ,
this will be their first real and responsible knowledge of
God's great love for mankind, and of Jesus' sacrifice on thei r
behalf . And how they will rejoice as they thus come to a
knowledge of the truth! How they will delight in the righ-
teous reign of the kingdom !

God Formed the Earth to Be Inhabite d

But if these millions to be brought forth from the grave ar e
not to be taken to heaven, what will be their lot? According t o
the Bible the obedient among them will enjoy everlasting lif e
right here on earth . Indeed, the earth was made for man, an d
man for the earth .

The Prophet Isaiah long ago wrote, "Thus saith the Lord
that created the heavens ; God himself that formed the eart h
and made it ; he hath established it, he created it not in vain ,
he formed it to be inhabited : I am the Lord ; and there is none
else ." (Isa. 45 :18) And the psalmist tells us that "The Lord
. . . laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not b e
removed for ever ." (Ps. 104 :1-5) Yes, God has prepared a
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glorious home for man's everlasting and happy dwellin g
place. This earth is that special mansion prepared by God fo r
his human creatures .—Psa. 115 :1 6

How certain are we that these blessings will reach man -
kind? Well, as we have seen, God promised them by th e
mouth of his holy prophets . But to strengthen our faith i n
those wonderful promises he graciously did much more .
Speaking to the Athenians on Mars' hill, Paul explained tha t
God "hath appointed a day in the which he will judge th e
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained ;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that h e
hath raised him [Jesus] from the dead ."—Acts 17 :3 1

Paul is here saying that Jesus' resurrection from the dea d
is a guarantee that there shall be a day of judgment—not a
twenty-four hour day, but a thousand-year day of trial for th e
world of mankind . And again, it is manifest that to benefit
from the loving ministrations of the kingdom, mankind mus t
first be raised from the grave .

The Testimony of the Gospels

That Jesus did indeed rise from the grave is testified to b y
all the Gospel writers and by the apostles . In order that the
faith of the Early Church should be solidly established Jesu s
made numerous appearances to his disciples after his resur-
rection . At the time of Paul's conversion on the road t o
Damascus, the Lord was seen by Paul as in a vision . That
Jesus' sacrifice was acceptable to the Heavenly Father wa s
further indicated by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on th e
assembled disciples at Pentecost, and by the power bestowe d
on the apostles to heal the sick, to speak in tongues, and t o
understand and interpret the Scriptures .

For those of us who are living at the end of the Gospel Age
the Lord has also provided much evidence, not only of Jesus '
resurrection to glory with the Father, but also of the fact that
he is now present and executing various features of hi s
Father's plan for man's restitution to "that which was lost . "
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(Matt . 18 :11) On one occasion Jesus said that the harvest i s
the end of the world [age] . (Matt . 9 :39) Surely, we have i n
these last days witnessed a great harvest work in progress ;
and if this be so, then he who is the Chief Reaper of the har-
vest would just as surely be present, directing the work .
—Rev. 14:14,1 5

Our Lord also indicated that at his second advent he woul d
provide "meat in due season" for the sustenance of the
household of faith . In these last days we have had ample
testimony to the fact that the Lord's people have been abun-
dantly blessed with a faith-strengthening understanding o f
God's plans and purposes that had theretofore been absent ,
thus assuring us, again, of Jesus' presence, and of his lovin g
interest in his body members .

The Signs of His Presence

On another occasion the disciples asked Jesus how they
would know of his second presence, and the end of the age .
Among the signs of his presence Jesus indicated the fact tha t
the world would then be experiencing a time of trouble suc h
as had never occurred since "the beginning of the world to
this time, no nor ever shall be ." (Matt . 24:21) We believ e
that we are now in the beginning of the time of trouble fore -
told by Jesus. And if this is true, then we have another sig n
of Jesus' presence . And further, if he is now present, then he
must certainly have been raised from the dead . And the fact
that he was raised from the dead, Paul said, is a guarant y
that there shall be a judgment day in which all mankind wil l
be judged in righteousness after having been called fort h
from the grave .—II Pet . 3:7,8; Rev . 20 :6

Truly, our loving Heavenly Father has generously provide d
for the strengthening of our faith in his glorious promises o n
behalf of all mankind . The only question that may arise i n
one's mind is, How long, 0 Lord? How long before the worl d
will receive the blessings ?
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Well, that is another story, for another time . In the mean-
time, that the world is rushing toward a violent climax is evi -
dent, not only to the Lord's people, but even to the world .
But to the world it seems to forebode disaster, while to th e
Lord's people it is a manifestation of the nearness of th e
establishment in power and glory of Christ's kingdom, an d
the raising of the dead, that all the families of the earth ma y
be blessed with life everlasting . For that time, Lord, we
continue to pray !

General Convention Bulletin

THE 1975 General Convention to be held at Albion Colleg e
August 2 through 7 is on the beautiful campus of this smal l
college . For the time of the convention we will be the onl y
group using the modern and covenient facilities .

The living quarters are near the air-conditioned modern
cafeteria, which has two dining areas and two serving lines, a
fact which reduces the waiting to a minimum .

The auditorium is air-conditioned and the seats are ver y
comfortable . The acoustics are good from almost any positio n
in the auditorium .

One of the nice features of the dormitory arrangement i s
that there is a bathroom and shower between the rooms, an d
for those who desire air-conditioned rooms a limited numbe r
are available . There are also a number of modern motel s
nearby .

But more important than any of these things is the fact that
many brethren from many parts of the country will be there
to provide spiritual refreshment and fellowship .

Plan to attend!

	

q
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Christian Life and Doctrine

At His Coming

"Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, an d
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unt o
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ ."—1 Peter 1 :1 3

THE grace, or favor, promised to every true follower o f
the Master is the basis of Christian hope, the mainspring
of Christian zeal and vigilance . The full fruition of this hop e
is to be realized at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Christ's
revelation takes place following his second coming . It is not
a momentary and terrifying display of divine glory flashe d
across the sky at the instant of his arrival, but one of the
progressive events which transpire during the time of hi s
presence ; a revealing accomplished by what the Scripture s
describe as a bright shining which occurs as a result of hi s
return.

The beauty of the prophetic teaching on this subject is
not apparent to the casual reader of the Scriptures, and i s
hidden entirely from those whose minds are beclouded b y
the traditional teachings of the Dark Ages . In the light o f
the Scriptures, the precious truths pertaining to the Master' s
second visit to the earth are understandable, and whe n
understood are found to be reasonable and inspiring. The
prophecies and promises relating to Christ's con : ing wer e
not put in the Bible to frighten the reader, but to inspir e
him. There is no influence in life so potent as the truth, an d
the clearer the truth becomes to us the more energetic w e
should be in obeying its precepts .

One of the advantages enjoyed by the Lord's people in
the closing years of the Gospel Age is the opportunity o f
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knowing something of the original languages in which the
Scriptures were written . Not that it is necessary for Chris-
tians to be Hebrew and Greek scholars in order to compre-
hend the Bible, but with aid in understanding certain key
words of the prophecies now obtainable through Hebrew
and Greek concordances, it is possible to gain a cleare r
knowledge of truths pertaining to events unfolding before
us. In the New Testament prophecies relating to Christ' s
second coming three of ' these key words appear, and by
noting the particular meaning of each and the context in
which it is used the whole subject of our Lord's secon d
advent becomes one of simplicity and inspiration . These
three greek words are parousia, epiphania and apokalupsis .

Parousia—Presence

The Greek word parousia means "presence," and not
"coming," at it is frequently mistranslated in our Commo n
Version Bibles . Through a misunderstanding of the manne r
of our Lord's return, theologians have erroneously attache d
the thought of coming to the word parousia, and becaus e
of this some Greek dictionaries give coming as a secondary
meaning. Careful students of the Bible, however, will not
be misguided by false meanings that have been attached to
words by those who did not understand the truth .

More important than the opinions of Greek scholars i s
the inspired use of the word in the Scriptures . In Philip-
pians 2 :12 the Apostle Paul employs parousia to contrast
his presence with the Philippian brethren with his absenc e
from them, thus furnishing an inspired example of its tru e
meaning. In this passage parousia is properly translate d
presence . In order that we may see clearly that presence is
the real and consistent meaning of this word as used in the
prophecies, let us examine each of the several passages i n
which it is used .

The first New Testament use of parousia is found i n
Matthew 24 :3. The disciples asked Jesus what would be th e
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sign of his parousia . It is in response to this question that
our Lord gave his detailed prophecy of events that woul d
occur at the end of the age, a period which he describes a s
"the days of the Son of man ." (Luke 17 :26) Because parousia
is mistranslated "coming" in this passage, many students o f
prophecy have been misled to believe that the fulfilment o f

various signs which Jesus mentions would constitut e
proof that he was soon to come . But when we realize that
parousia means presence we see that the fulfilment of th e
signs betokens the fact that Christ has already returned .

In Matthew 24 :37 Jesus compares the days of Noah with
the days of his parousia . To use the word coming as a trans-
lation of parousia in this text destroys the comparison which
the Lord makes. He is not comparing the coming of Noah
with his own second coming, but the days of Noah—the
days preceding the flood—with the days of his parousia ,
or presence .

That this is the real point of the Master's lesson is even
more apparent when we note Luke's account of the sam e
statement, which reads, "And as it was in the days of Noe ,
so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man ." There can
be no question here as to what is meant, and by comparin g
this statement with Matthew's account we find unmistak-
able proof that the parousia of the Son of man does not
refer to the moment of his arrival, but covers the entir e
period of his presence .

Christ's Presenc e

The next use of the word parousia is found in I Corin-
thians 15 :23, where Paul tells us of the two resurrections .
He explains that all in Christ are to be made alive, "every
man in his own order ." He outlines the order of the resur-
rection as being "Christ the firstfruits ; afterward they that
are Christ's at his parousia." That parousia is here used by
the apostle to cover the whole period of Christ's presence i s
clearly shown by the next verse, which reads, "Then cometh
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the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to
God, even the Father ; when he shall have put down al l
rule and all authority and power." This is the work to be
accomplished during the thousand years of Christ's reign ,
as the apostle goes on to explain in verse 25, "For he must
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet ." It i s
manifest, then, that the moment of Christ's arrival is no t
what Paul refers to in verse 23, but rather the fact of hi s
presence just prior to and during his kingdom reign .

Parousia is again used in I Corinthians 16 :17, where Paul
says "I am glad of the coming [parousia] of Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus : for that which was lacking on
your part they have suplied ." Obviously it was the presenc e
of these brethren with the apostle which supplied in hi s
life what was lacking on the part of the Corinthian brethren ,
hence presence would have been a much better translation
of the word parousia than the word coming, as given in our
Common Version .

Twice in II Corinthians 7 :6, 7 the word parousia is used .
In these instances Paul is referring to the presence of Titus ,
and explaining that not only was his presence a great bless-
ing, but also the fact that he represented the Corinthian
brethren, who had conveyed messages of comfort and con-
solation through him. Here, also, presence is the real
thought, rather than coming .

The next appearance of the word in the New Testament
is where the apostle is speaking of his own presence amon g
the Corinthian brethren . Paul, writing ironically concerning
reports he had heard about himself, says, "For his letters ,
say they, are weighty and powerful ; but his bodily presenc e
[parousia] is weak, and his speech contemptible ." (II Cor .
10:10) In this text no other word but presence could possibly
be used, and it furnishes a valuable and inspired key as to
the real meaning of parousia .

The next text is that of Philippians 1 :26. The Common

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

45



Version translation of this whole verse is ambiguous, so we
give the Emphatic Diaglott and the Revised Version render-
ing, which is as follows : "That your boasting may aboun d
by Christ Jesus, in me, through my presence Lparousia]
with you again ." It is plain in this case that presence is the
real meaning of the Greek word parousia .

Then there is Philippians 2 :12, where Paul also refer s
to his personal presence. and parousia is translated pres-
ence .

Standing Before the Lord

The Apostle Paul was a very close student of the Master' s
teachings, as evidenced by his use of the word parousia in
I Thessalonians 2 :19, which is the next appearance of the
word in the New Testament . We quote : "For what is our
hope, or joy. or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his parousia? Much of
the beauty of this text is lost through another instance of
mistranslation in the Common Version rendering . The wor d
which is translated presence should read "to stand before . "

In Luke 21 :36 Jesus admonishes his followers to be watch-
ful and prayerful that they might be worthy to stand before
him at the time of his presence . A great deal of Paul's first
epistle to the Thessalonians deals with the subject of Christ' s
presence, and events associated therewith, and in the tex t
quoted above he is saying to the brethren at Thessalonic a
that if they prove worthy to stand before the Son of ma n
at his presence, it will constitute for him a crown of re-
joicing .

Paul continues his admonition to the brethren in the thir d
chapter of I Thessalonians, and again uses the word parou-
sia. The Common Version mistranslates it coming, but th e
word presence is better when considered in the light o f
what Paul is saying . In order to grasp his full thought w e
quote verses 12 and 13 : "And the Lord make you to increase
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and to abound in love one toward another. and toward all
men, even as we do toward you : to the end he may stablis h
your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even ou r
Father, at the parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ with all
his saints . "

In chapter 4, verse 15, Paul furnishes additional informa-
tion relative to the time of Christ's presence, saying, "For
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that w e
which are alive and remain unto the parousia of the Lor d
shall not prevent them which are asleep." It is only a mis-
taken view of our Lord's return that calls for the word
coming as a translation of the parousia in this text .
Obviously, the word presence fits just as well, and even
better .

In the concluding admonitions of his first letter to th e
brethren at Thessalonica, Paul once more uses the wor d
parousia . He indicates that he was praying for the preserva-
tion of the church ; that it be preserved blameless, "unto
the parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ ." (I Thess . 5 :23) Pres-
ence would be a much better translation than coming in thi s
instance as in others, and would make the text harmonize
with other prophecies which show that the true churc h
would still exist upon the earth in the flesh during th e
early period of Christ's second presence .

Paul Corrects a Misunderstandin g

Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians made it so plai n
that the early period of Christ's parousia, while known t o
the church, would come upon the world as a thief in th e
night, that some of the brethren concluded, and were teach-
ing, that Christ had already returned . Hearing of this, Pau l
wrote another letter in which he corrects that misunder-
standing . In this second letter we find the next use of th e
word parousia . He writes, "Now we beseech you, brethren ,
by the parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gather-
ing together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind .
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or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand ."II Thess .
2:1, 2

Contrary to the methods used by many modern students
of prophecy, Paul did not refute the claim that Christ had
already come by observing that the earth was not on fire, or
that other cataclysmic upheavals of nature were not occur-
ring. Paul knew that the brethren had properly understood
his first epistle with respect to the invisible manner o f
Christ's presence, so the argument he presents in his second
epistle to prove that the parousia had not already begun
was merely that there were other prophetic events which
must first be fulfilled .

He then tells of a great falling away from the faith, an d
the development of an antichrist system, which he describe s
as the "man of sin," "the mystery of iniquity ." The growth
and reign of the antichrist, the counterfeit Christ, are now
historical facts for which we no longer need to wait . Indeed,
as we follow through with Paul's lesson, we find that he
furnishes what, in our day, constitutes irrefutable evidence
that Christ has returned. In verse 8 of the chapter, he tell s
us that the antichrist system would be destroyed by th e
"brightness of his parousia ."

Luke 17:24 quotes Jesus as saying, "For as the lightning ,
that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth
unto the other part under heaven ; so shall also the Son o f
man be in his day." The word translated lightning mean s
bright shining, and Jesus is telling us that there is to be a
bright shining, or enlightenment, come to the world as a
result of his presence . (Matt . 24:27) The prophecy of Daniel
12:4 refers to this in less symbolic language, saying, "Knowl-
edge shall be increased . "

Both Daniel's and Jesus' prophecies are in agreemen t
with Paul's statement concerning the brightness of Christ' s
parousia, and that the brightness, or bright shining o f
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Christ's presence, is one of the causes contributing to th e
destruction of the antichrist . This is the prophetic way o f
explaining to us that the sinister antichrist system of papacy
cannot continue to stand under the light of the increasing
knowledge of our day . Regardless of what temporary move s
may be made, it is clear that superstition is being destroyed ,
and the priest-ridden peoples of Europe and the world ar e
gradually being set free under the increasing light that i s
shed by Christ's parousia .

James Admonishes the Brethre n
In the Epistle of James, the word parousia is used twice .

(chapter 5, verses 7 and 8) In keeping with the methods o f
Jesus and the other apostles, James also uses the truth per-
taining to Christ's second presence and the establishment
of his kingdom as the basis for encouraging the brethre n
to be faithful. A study of this passage indicates tha t
presence is the real thought of the apostle, and not th e
moment of Christ's return—that parousia here, as else-
where, should have been translated presence, and not
coming .

One of the best proofs afforded us in the Scriptures tha t
the word parousia really means presence and not comin g
is the manner in which it is used by the Apostle Peter i n
his second epistle, chapter 1, verse 16 . The apostle is refer -
ring to his experience on the Mount of Transfiguration ,
when Jesus was present with the three disciples, and the y
witnessed a very outstanding manifestation of divine power .
He describes it as the "power and parousia of our Lord
Jesus Christ ." No other translattion of the word parousi a
except presence conveys the apostle's real thought in thi s
text. Professor Rotherham noticed this, and it made hi m
decide that parousia could mean nothing but presence ,
hence throughout his latest translation he renders parousi a
by the word presence .

Having opened his second epistle with an exhortation to
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faithfulness in view of the Christian's hope of reigning with
Christ during his presence, the apostle comes back to the
subject in the closing chapter—chapter 3. Verse 4 reads,
"And saying, Where is the promise of his parousia? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they wer e
from the beginning of the creation . "

Much depth of meaning is lost in this passage by the
mistranslation of parousia to read coming . Peter is not say-
ing that anyone would deny that promises had been mad e
that Christ would return. The point he is making is that
some would deny the fact of Christ's presence after it ha d
become a reality.

In this same third chapter, verse 12, Peter uses the wor d
parousia again, saying, "Looking for and hasting unto the
parousia of the day of God [Jehovah], wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall mel t
with fervent heat ." Presence in this text also gives us a
clearer understanding of the Apostle's real thought . In-
cidentally, it is interesting to note that in this passage the
apostle tells us that the present heavens and earth ar e
destroyed in the presence of the day of God (Jehovah) . Som e
have found it difficult to believe that Christ is already pres-
ent because of the widespread trouble and suffering in the
earth . There is, however, no disharmony of thought in thi s
respect when we realize that Christ is present as the ar m
of Jehovah in order to accomplish the overthrow of Satan' s
world, which occurs during the early period of the parousia .

The last New Testament use of the word parousia is b y
the Apostle John . (I John 2 :28) John, like the other apostles ,
couples the importance of Christian steadfastness and faith -
fulness with dispensational truth . He encourages the breth-
ren, as little children, to abide in Him, that they may no t
be ashamed before him during his presence. This is the
same thought expressed by Jesus in a text previously
quoted (Luke 21 :34-36) Comparing it with the Master ' s
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exhortation, it becomes evident that John is referring to th e
early period of the second presence, rather than the tim e
of Christ's immediate arrival .

We see, then, after examining all the passages in whic h
the word parousia appears, that its real meaning is presence .
Its use in these prophecies and promises describes the fact
of our Lord's presence . It contains no thought of a partic-
ular length of time. Whether Christ's presence is of long
or short duration and what occurs during the time he i s
here must be determined from the examination of othe r
Greek words pertaining to the subject .

Epiphania—Manifestatio n

One of the Greek words used in New Testament scrip-
tures relating to the period of Christ's presence is epiphania .
Professor Strong gives the meaning of this word as "mani-
festation." It has associated with it also the thought of
brightness, or bright shining, which indicates a manifesta-
tion by means of bright shining . This Greek word is no t
used in the prophecies to designate any particular time of
the Lord's parousia . The only manner in which it may in-
directly indicate time, is in the fact that the manifestation
of Christ's parousia or presence is progressive .

In II Thessalonians 2 :8 Paul uses both parousia an d
epiphania, and in this inspired use of the two words i s
revealed the manner in which they are related to eac h
other in the prophecies. The apostle speaks of the epiphania
of Christ's parousia, which, in English, would mean the
bright. shining, or manifestation, of Christ's presence . Thus
we see that parousia denotes merely the fact of Christ' s
presence, and that epiphania relates to the manner in which
Christ's presence becomes known, and also to its effect
upon people and institutions .

Christ's parousia, we believe, became a reality in 1874 .
Shortly thereafter the bright shining of his parousia, illumi-
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nating the prophecies of the Scriptures, manifested the fact
of his parousia to faithful watchers in Zion. The epiphania,
or brightness of Christ's parousia, has continued and in -
creased since that day, manifesting to tho"hands of th e
Lord's people that Christ has returned. As yet, however,
mankind in general is unaware of Christ's presence . It is
true, the world is affected by the bright shining—affecte d
to such a degree that there is increasing confusion amon g
men and the institutions of men . This bright shining of
Christ's presence is already beginning to cause the tribe s
of the earth to mourn . They see the result and experienc e
the turmoil precipitated by the epiphania of the parousia,
but as yet are unaware of the real cause of earth's trouble .

As the bright shining continues, however, it will eventu-
ally manifest the fact of Christ's presence to all mankind.
Thus we see that while there is progression in the event s
associated with the bright shining of Christ's presence, th e
word epiphania itself is not used in the Scriptures to des-
ignate or set aside a particular period of time . We are not
to understand, therefore, that the word parousia describe s
merely an early period of Christ's presence, and that epi-
phania applies to a second period . Christ's parousia is th e
entire period of his presence, and epiphania (bright shining )
is the manifestation of his presence . Without this bright
shining manifestation, neither the church nor the worl d
would ever know of the parousia .

The word epiphania appears only six times in the Ne w
Testament, one of which we have already considered in II
Thessalonians 2:8 . The remaining are as follows :

I Timothy 6 :14: "That thou keep this commandment with-
out spot, unrebukable, until the appearing [epiphania] o f
our Lord Jesus Christ . "

II Timothy 1 :10 : "But is now made manifest by the ap-
pearing [epiphania] of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hat h
brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel . "
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This text refers to the brightness of Christ's first advent ,
and that as the great Lightgiver he brought Iife and im-
mortality of light . The result at that time was Iimited to
the church, even as the bright shining of his second parousi a
is, as yet, known only to the church .

II Timothy 4 :1 : "I charge thee before God, and the Lor d
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at hi s
appearing [epiphania] and his kingdom ." Note that the
apostle here associates Christ's epiphany with his kingdom ,
thus proving that the bright shining of his presence con-
tinues throughout the entire period of his presence.

II Timothy 4:8: "Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge ,
shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing [epiphania] .

Titus 2 :13 : "Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing [epiphania] of the great God and ou r
Savior Jesus Christ . "

Apokalupsis--Disclosure

The inspired writers of the New Testament often use d
the Greek word apokalupsis in their references to Christ' s
parousia . Professor Strong defines apokalupsis as meanin g
"disclosure." In our Common Version it is most frequentl y
translated "revelation ." It appears to be more limited in
meaning than does the word epiphania, which not only de -
notes a manifestation, but indicates the manner in which it
occurs; that is, by means of a bright shining .

Only from the standpoint of the increasing revelatio n
of our Lord's presence, first to the church and then to th e
world, does the word apokalupsis in any sense relate to
time. It is not used in the Scriptures with reference to a
limited period of Christ's parousia, but to the entire perio d
of his presence, including the thousand years of the king-
dom reign . The prophecies show that the full apokalupsis ,
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or revelation, of the glory fills the whole earth as the water s
cover the sea . That will be the time when "the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together . "
—Isa . 40 : 5

It was the blight shining of Christ's parousia that re-
vealed his presence to the Lord's people soon after it be -
came a reality . It is the bright shining of the parousia tha t
will reveal his presence to increasing numbers until all
in the millennial kingdom will become acquainted with th e
fact that he has returned and is the reigning King of earth .

Apokalupsis appears a number of times in the New Testa-
ment with relation to the second presence of Christ . One
instance is that of I Corinthians 1 :7, which is simply a
reference to the waiting of the church for the revelatio n
(apokalupsis) of our Lord Jesus Christ .

I Peter 1 :13 uses the word apokalupsis in an exhortatio n
to soberness and a steadfastness of hope until the revelatio n
(apokalupsis) of our Lord Jesus . In the 7th verse of the same
chapter, apokalupsis is translated "appearing," and here als o
Peter is admonishing the church to Christian faithfulnes s
until the revelation of Jesus Christ.

A very interesting use of apokalupsis is found in I Pete r
4 :13 . It is here that the apostle speaks of the exceeding joy
to be experienced by the faithful overcomers when th e
glory of Christ is revealed . What is this exceeding joy ?
Turning to Romans 8 :19 we find the answer . Paul uses the
word apokalupsis in reference to a blessing that is comin g
to mankind during the time of Christ's kingdom . He says ,
"For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for th e
manifestation Lapokalupsisl of the sons of God ." The sons
of God are those who, as mentioned by the apostle in th e
17th verse, suffer with Christ, that they may be glorifie d
together with him .

A further confirmation of God's plan for the church t o
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share in the glory of Christ when that glory is revealed t o
the world is found in II Thessalonians 1 :7, which reads ,
"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed [apokalupsisl from heaven with his
mighty angels ." Jesus mentions this same great event which
occurs during the time of his parousia, saying, "When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory, an d
before him shall be gathered all nations ."—Matt . 25 :31, 32

What a joyful experience it will be when all the faithful
members of the church, glorified together with Jesus, wil l
be revealed to the world as judges, priests, and kings, t o
direct the affairs of the people for a thousand years, an d
to dispense the rich blessings of life and happiness promise d
by the Heavenly Father, and guaranteed by the shed bloo d
of the Redeemer! Not until this work is entirely consum-
mated will the full scope of the apokalupsis of Christ' s
parousia be fully uncovered, disclosed, and completely mani-
fested to all

	

q
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British Section

The Cross
WE REALISE that many have
died on a cross, but our Lord' s
death was the only one in which
the victim was entirely innocent ,
holy, harmless, undefiled, en-
tirely unworthy of a death
sentence . He was the only one ,
therefore, whose dying was
voluntary ; the only one who
needed not to die, had he s o
willed it .

Why, then, did our Lord die?
First let us note the existence
today of extensive suffering in
the world, and the reign of sick-
ness, sorrow, pain, and death
are obvious and undeniable
facts . We all know something of
the sad reign of sin and death .
Whom has it not touched? What
circle has it not invaded? What
home has it never entered ?
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There is no flock, however watched and tended ,
But one dead lamb is there ;

There is no fireside, howsoe'er defended ,

But hath one vacant chair .

And no power of man can
bring the reign of death to a n
end . No mere philosophy can d o
it, no ordinary march of civilisa-
tion, no discoveries of science ,
no changes in earthly, man -
made governments can abolish
the process of sin and pain an d
death . Nothing but the almighty
power of God will suffice .

The Scriptures reveal that by
the disobedience of one man
(Adam) sin entered into the
world, and death by sin . But we
rejoice to know that by one man
(Christ Jesus) comes the resur-
rection of the dead . So we be -
hold the Lamb of God who
taketh away the sin of the world .
He is the channel of blessing ,
the very hub around which the
Heavenly Father is pleased to
have his great plan and purpose
revolve .

The theme of Jesus at all
times was, "Lo I come to do thy
will, 0 God" ; and the Father' s
loving purpose as expressed in I
John 4:10 was, "Herein is love ,
not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation [or satisfac-
tion) for our sins ." Also in

I John 2:2, ''And not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the
whole world . "

God's dear Son, in his pre-
human condition, joyfully ac-
cepted this offer made to him of
being a co-labourer with his
Father on behalf of the poor
dead and dying world . He there-
fore left the heavenly court . He
willingly laid aside that heav-
enly glory which he had next to
the Father ; in due time was born
in the flesh, and subsequently
became the man Christ Jesus .
He who was rich for our sakes
became poor, that we through
his poverty might be rich .

At thirty years of age he mad e
a full consecration unto death .
His ministry and sacrifice con-
tinued, as from Jordan to Cal-
vary he poured out his very
being unto death. This sacri-
ficial walk was consummated on
the cruel cross, where he gave
up his life—a "ransom for all . "

Death, which so sadly ai d
surely affects the whole human
race, is the logical and legal
penalty for sin ; not only becaus e
it has been plainly declared in
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God's Word, but also for rea-
sons grounded in the divin e
character—even the righteous-
ness of Jehovah . "The wages o f
sin is death," and the sinfulnes s
of sin cannot be ignored . The
penalty of death, therefore ,
upon the race, condemned
through Adam, could not b e
lifted without a "ransom, " a
"corresponding price" ; for th e
one (Adam) created perfect
afterwards sinned, and brought
death to himself and to all his
posterity .

"For since through a man
[Adam] there is death, through
a man [Christ Jesus] also, there
is a resurrection of the dead ; fo r
as by Adam all die, so by th e
Anointed also, will all be
restored to life . " (I Cor . 15 :21 ,
22, Diaglott) "Ye were not
redeemed [or set free by pay-
ment of a price] with corruptibl e
things, as silver and gold, . . .
but with the precious blood of
Christ . "—I Peter 1 :18,1 9

Our Lord died by means of
crucifixion between two crim-
inals . This would doubtless
mean to him the depth of
humiliation. Every noble and
pure-minded Christian prizing
purity in his own heart would
find it specially detestable to b e
so misunderstood as to be num-
bered with transgressors, mur-
derers, thieves, criminals—
actually accounted to be one o f
them .

How Jesus must have loathe d
sin! How utterly he was oppose d
to it, in every sense of the word !
From the Heavenly Father' s
standpoint this permission that
his beloved Son should be thu s
numbered with the transgres-
sors was evidently to be a
demonstration to angels and to
men of his Son's loyalty of hear t
under the most extreme and
severest of tests . And Jesu s
humbled himself unto death ,
even the death of the cross .

It would seem that it was not
so much the shadow of death
that confronted our Lord s o
prominently, but the shadow o f
the cross—the shame, dis-
honour, ignominy, defilement of
the cross . One who hangs upon
a cross is accursed of God, and
is one that defileth the land .
(Deut . 21 :22,23) "Cursed is
every one that hangeth on a
tree . " —Gal . 3 :1 3

Thus Jesus demonstrated not
only his willingness to die, but
his willingness to die in the most
despicable manner . He demon-
strated thereby his full self-
renunciation, the complet e
deadness of his own will, and
the thorough aliveness of his
own heart and mind to his
Father's will .

Here is a sublime lesson fo r
us! Full self-renunciation; full
consecration; the complet e
deadness of our own will .

BRITISH SECTION

	

57



Denying self until there is no
self . Complete self-denial, and
the thorough aliveness of our
own heart and mind to ou r
Father's will . There is no roo m
for self-pity, because self is to
be dead .

And should we suffer as a
Christian, should we be perse-
cuted, should we be reviled (or
abusea in language) as Jesus
was, on no account may w e
revile or join the ranks of th e
persecutors ; that is unthinkable .
We must not even take offence ,
because self is to be denied
utterly .

As we visualise our Lord upon
the cross, after having faithfull y
completed his sacrificial walk
from Jordan to Calvary, we re -
call that though he were a Son
yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered ; and
being made perfect, or com-
plete, he became the cause, or
channel, ,f eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him .
(Heb. 5 :8,9) Jesus was com-
pleted through sufferings, and
he was faithful in bearing hi s
cross .

Are those who follow Jesu s
expected to bear a cross? Yes ,
because Jesus said, "Whoso-
ever doth not bear his cross, an d
come after me, cannot be my
disciple ." —Luke 14 :2 7

What does "bearing the
cross" mean for us? It involves

our doing God's will under un-
favourable conditions . If every-
thing within us and around us
was in complete harmony with
his kingdom, the doing of God' s
will would not be a cross . But
.oing the divine will against the

oppositions of the world, the
flesh, and the Adversary—thi s
is indeed a cross .

In our Lord's case, his doing
God's will amidst evil brought to
him envy, hatred, malice ,
abuse, persecution, crucifixion ,
death . Our crosses come to us
also as a result of our doing the
Father's will under unfavour-
able conditions—not merely by
saying we approve of God ' s will ,
but by doing his will, day by
day. On this account do others
manifest towards us coldness ,
resentment, bitterness, malice ,
abuse? Well, continue to bear
the cross !

Persevere in doing the will of
God, even though conditions are
unfavourable . Take up your
cross daily . We are not to take it
up one day and put it down the
next ; and we are to be faithful in
cross-bearing against all opposi-
tion, maintaining our willing-
ness to stand firmly for the Lord
and for the truth, and for every
principle of righteousness—
meekly, humbly, yet firmly . We
are to let our light shine befor e
men. We are to speak the truth
in love and thereby grow in
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Christlikeness, fulfilling th e
words of Philippians 2 :15,16 by
shining as lights in the world
and holding forth the Word of
life .

We are to do the Father's will
no matter what the cost to us .
Earthly friendships may be
broken, or enmities enkindled ,
or evil words spoken against u s
falsely for Christ's sake . No
matter at what self-denial o r
self-sacrifice, we should con-
tinue to bear the cross, being
fully conscious of our Lord' s
words, "Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heav-
en ; but he that doeth the will o f
my Father which is in heaven . "
—Matt . 7 :2 1

The Scriptures exhort us to b e
faithful . Indeed, we are to be
faithful ambassadors of Jesus
Christ in a most wonderful
ministry . "All things are fro m
that God who has reconciled u s
to himself through Christ, an d
has given to us the ministry of
the reconciliation ; namely, that
God was by Christ reconcilin g
the world to himself, not count-
ing to them their offences ; and
has deposited with us the Wor d
of reconciliation . On behalf o f
Christ, therefore, we are am-
bassadors ; as if God were
inviting through us, we entreat ,
on behalf of Christ, be yo u
reconciled to God . (II Cor .

5 :18-20, Diaglott) This is a
marvelous and a joyful service !

Our Father has foreknown an d
foretold that during the Gospe l
Age comparatively few of the
whole human race will be recon-
ciled, or brought into at-
onement with him . Be that as it
may, the point at issue is that if
God has deposited with us the
Word of reconciliation we are
ambassadors of Christ . And our
ambassadorship is to continue
throughout our earthly pil-
grimage .

There is to be faithfulness
unto death . Then, passing over
into the glorious heavenly phase
of the kingdom and being
actually partakers of the divin e
nature with our glorified Lord
and Head, we may rest from ou r
labours (previously made diffi-
cult because of the frailty of
human nature), yet our works
will follow us .

Whoever will now grow i n
Christlikeness, faithfully exer-
cising his ambassadorship, no t
shunning to declare the whole
counsel of God, will surely know
something of the sufferings o f
Christ, and will be able to say ,
"The reproaches of them tha t
reproached thee are fallen upon
me." Jesus did faithfully bear
witness unto the truth, and h e
proved his loyalty in connection
with it ; and we are exhorted t o
do the same .
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Let none of us suffer as a
busybody. If we do, it is not the
cross to which Jesus refers . But
suffering as a Christian, suffer-
ing with Christ, suffering be -
cause we are doing our Father' s
will against all the oppositions
of the world, the flesh, and the
Adversary—this is bearing the
cross .

"Whosoever doth not bear his
cross and come after Me, cannot
be My disciple ." We have a
wonderful Leader, whom we ar e
to follow. And it is a joyous
privilege to follow, looking unto
Jesus, the starter and finisher of
our faith, who, for the joy that
was set before him, endured the
cross, disregarding the shame ,
and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God .

And we are exhorted to con-
sider him attentively who en-
dured such opposition from
sinners, so that we may not be
wearied and discouraged in our
minds . We have not ye resisted
unto blood, striving against sin ,
as did Jesus and many of the
noble ones of old . Indeed, by
comparison, we suffer ver y
little .

Do we at times complain, and
become weary and discouraged?
Consider Jesus attentively .
Study and meditate upon hi s
course of action ; also how and
what he overcame by the power
( ' i the Holy Spirit . Consider also
his sublime words of instruction

to us, his gracious words of en-
couragement, and his wonderful
promises to help .

We cannot of ourselves, in our
own strength, carry the cross ,
but with the Lord's help we can .
With renewed determination
and zeal, let us deny self utterly ;
take up our cross daily and
follow Jesus, demonstrating
absolute loyalty of heart under
extreme and severe tests, mani-
festing full self-renunciation .
full consecration . We are to be
completed (as new creatures )
through sufferings, even as
Jesus was completed through
sufferings .

Jesus, our faithful Leader and
victorious Forerunner, now be-
yond the veil, awaits our arrival .
Our beloved Lord and Head ,
also the greater part of his body
members, have successfully
finished their course—faithful
unto death . The end of our pil-
grim journey is almost in sight .
"Be thou faithful unto death, "
said Jesus, "and I will give thee
a crown of life . "

The consummation, if we are
faithful, will mean joint-heirship
with Jesus in glory . This is the
greatest position in the whole
universe that we could ever
hope to attain . It will include
sharing the glory of God with hi s
dear Son forever and ever ,
being made partakers of the
divine nature .
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Vineyard Echoes

Dawn Film Service

TELEVISION films have played a very important role in th e
witness work carried on by The Dawn . The distribution of ou r
films to television stations is carried on by two agencies :
Modern Talking Pictures, which is a private concern, an d
The Dawn Film Service, which is a part of The Dawn but
operated from California . In addition to providing film to th e
television stations, both agencies provide a film library . Fil m
is supplied on loan to any group who can provide the facilitie s
for the showing of the film . Groups who request our film s
include churches, schools, service clubs, hospitals, nursin g
homes, institutions, libraries, etc .

In the past the demands for these films from groups ha s
been rewarding . Modern Pictures, during 1974, has provide d
films for 2,628 showings to a total audience of 108,46 8
people . This performance has been possible because of a
national advertising program .

The activity of The Dawn Film Service, in the past, has
been on a considerably smaller scale, because of no nationa l
advertising . Last year, however, The Dawn Film Service wa s
listed in the "Educators Guide to Free Films ." This catalo g
of free educational films is available to every school an d
library in the United States, and in addition, of course, it i s
available to many other institutions and groups .

As a result of this listing, the Dawn Film Service has bee n
literally swamped with requests for our films . By the first o f
December the number of films requested exceeded 2,000 .

This tremendous upward surge in activity has necessiate d
a rapid expansion in facilities and a real extension of effort b y

VINEYARD ECHOES

	

61



the brethren to keep abreast of the requests for film . The
sacrifices of these brethren are much appreciated .

An analysis of 284 requests shows that 194 come fro m
schools . An interesting letter from a school in Altus, Okla-
homa, states that it has a closed circuit full color TV facilit y
and that the film would be seen by all the elementar y
schools, junior highs, and high schools, as well as 7,00 0
homes in the community that are on the same cable service .
We are sure that there are many other arrangements like thi s
throughout the country . Of this same groups of requests, 29
churches of many different denominations have requested
films . It would be impossible to give an effective witness t o
many of these groups in any other way than through a fil m
presentation .

We rejoice with all the brethren who are associated wit h
this work for this additional opportunity to proclaim th e
message of the kingdom .
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For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion for a
small advertisement in your loca l
newspaper . This outline is de-
signed for two inches in one
column .

MARCH SPECIAL : On Sunday ,
March 16, "Frank and Ernest "
will discuss a topic of interest to
many. Attractive circulars will b e
available for announcing this pro-
gram, and you are invited to send
for as many as you can use . The y
are free . Address your request to :
THE DAWN, East Rutherford ,
New Jersey 07073

"CREATO R

AND CREATION"

To be discussed by

'FRANK and ERNEST '
CKLW—800—6 :45 a .m .
SUNDAY, MARCH 1 6

Tune in this discussion, and
send for a free copy of "God
And Reason ." Send to :

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y. 1000 1
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Speakers' Appointment s
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of Th e
Dawn. Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your
request to Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford . N .J .
A visit will be arranged when possible .

S . ALLEN
New London, CT

	

March 1 6
K . FERNET S

Baltimore, MD

	

March 9
P . HATGIS

New Brunswick

	

March 9
E . HERRSCHE R

Lamesa, TX

	

Feb . 2 8
Lake Charles, LA

	

March 2
Miami, FL

	

8-1 0
Louisville, AL

	

1 4
Birmingham, AL

	

1 6
Oklahoma City, OK

	

2 0
Albuquerque, NM

	

2 3
G . JEUCK

Catawissa, PA

	

March 1 6
A . KRUMPOLT

Buffalo, NY

	

March 3 0
K . NAI L

Pottstown, PA

	

March 9
Detroit, MI

	

22, 2 3
J . PANUCC I

New Haven, CT

	

March 9
G. PASSIO S

Sayville, NY

	

March 2
H. PASSIO S

Louisville, AL

	

March 2
Miami, FL

	

7-10

Orlando . FL

	

1 1
St . Petersburg, FL

	

1 2
New Orleans, LA

	

1 4
Houston, TX

	

1 6
Lake Charles, LA

	

1 7
Shreveport, LA

	

1 8
Kansas City, MO

	

20
St . Louis, MO

	

2 1
Indianapolis, IN

	

23
Pittsburgh, PA

	

2 4
E .K. PENROSE

Oklahoma City, OK

	

March 2
Durant, OK

	

4
Weatherford, TX

	

5
Austin, TX

	

6
Livingston, TX

	

7
Houston, TX

	

9
Dallas, TX

	

1 0
Shreveport, LA

	

12,1 3
Brinkley, AR

	

1 4
Nashville, TN

	

1 6
Columbus, OH

	

1 7
L . POS T

Allentown, PA

	

March 9
it . SURACI

Hartford, CT

	

March 1 6
F . WASSMAN N

Philadelphia, PA

	

March 1 6

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

E .T . NADAL
Newport

	

March 1
Hull

	

May 3
Dewsbury

	

1 0
Portrush

	

24-2 6
T .H .PATERSON

Portrush

	

May 24-26

W.F . READE R
Latchford

	

April 2 6
Portrush

	

May 24-2 6
R .E . ROBINSON

Portrush

	

May 24-2 6
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Conventions

COVINA, CA, MARCH 2—Covin a
Woman's Club, 128 S . San Jose
Ave . Elaine L . Redeker, 5554 N .
Pal Mal Ave ., Temple City 9178 0
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, March 2 —
2601 Fillmore St . N .E. Mrs . Mike
Nekora, 2601 Fillmore St ., N.E .
5541 8
MIAMI, FL, March 8-10—Florida
State Annual Convention, Miami
Women's Club, North Bayshore
Drive at 17th Terrace . Mr . Don
Roark, 6482 SW 39 St . 3315 5
FRESNO, CA, March 15,16 —
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2540
E . Floradora Ave. Mrs. Larry
Smith, 4450 E . Santa Ana . 9372 6
CINCINNATI, OH, March 16 —
2850 Dunaway . Mr . John Slavich ,
126 S . 22 St . Richmond, IN 4737 4
DETROIT, MI, March 22,23 —
Pre-Memorial Convention. Ar-
menian Cultural Bldg ., 2200 1
Northwestern Highway near
Southfield Freeway, Southfield ,
MI. Mr . Frank Nemesh, 25354
Cunningham, Warren . 4809 1
WILMINGTON, DE, March 22,2 3
—Pre-Memorial Convention .
Springer Jr . High School, 2220
Shipley Rd ., Concord Manor .
Immersion service included . Mrs .
Peter Kolliman, 404 W . 31 St .
1980 2
CHICAGO, IL, March 23 —
Masonic Temple, 5362 W .
Chicago Ave . Mr . George Tabac ,
900 Brentwood Drive, Bensen-
ville, IL 60106

BUFFALO, NY, March 30—Unit y
Temple Lodge, 1940 Niagara St .
Mr . Stanley Borowiec, 1329 Ba y
View Rd ., Hamburg, NY 1407 5
GARY, IN, March 30—Hobart
YMCA, 601 W. 40 Place, Hobart ,
IN . Mr . John Ulicni, 6703 Tyler
St ., Merrillville, IN 4641 0
LOS ANGELES, CA, March 30
-933 S. Hoover St . Mr. A. W .
Abrahamsen, 710 S . Hobart Blvd.
H 207. 90005
BOISE, ID, April 18 .20—Owyhe e
Hotel . Mrs . Elton Pigg, P .O . Bo x
841, Meridian 8364 2
AGAWAM, MA, April 20—Valle y
Bank Tower, Bay State West ,
1500 Main St ., Springfield . Mrs .
Edward Zielinski, 232 Shoemake r
Lane, Agawam 0100 1
CLEVELAND, OH, April 20 —
Masonic Temple, 3615 Eucli d
Ave . Mrs . Evelyn Doran, 3442
Monticello Blvd ., Cleveland 4412 1
PATERSON, NJ, April, 26,27 —
YWCA Bldg ., 185 Carroll St . Mr .
M .J . Koterba, 29 Mt. Pleasant
Ave ., Wallington 0705 7
HARTFORD, CT, May 4
ROCHESTER, NY May 1 8
CHICAGO, IL, May 24-26 —
Memorial Day Conventio n
NEW YORK-ALLENTOWN, PA ,
Joint Convention, June 7, 8
WINNIPEG, MAN ., June 28,29
ALBION, MI, General Conven-
tion, Aug. 2 . 7
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