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All sessions of the convention will be held in the
cool and inviting auditorium of the Foresters Build -
ing, which has a seating capacity of 800 . It is located
at 1329 South Hope Street, in downtown Los Angeles ,
just outside the business district . In addition to the
auditorium, the Convention Committee has secured th e
use of the banquet hall and kitchen in the same buildd-
ing,so that lunches may be brought in and made u p
by those who desire to do so ; and we understand tha t
tea and coffee will be served .
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CONFUSED SHEPHERDS

IVINtE prophecy describes the present pe-
riod of transition from Satan's empire to th e
long-promised Kingdom of God, as a time o f
uncertainty—symbolic darkness—when me n

would lose their sense of direction, and be at their

"wits' ends" in a vain attempt to find their way out
of the general condition of chaos into which huma n
selfishness has plunged the world and so-called "civ-
ilization . " Among no class of present-day "wis e
men" is this lack of true vision more manifest tha n
among the religious shepherds . While these "men o f
the cloth, " with one accord, decry the present de-
plorable state of the world's affairs, yet they ar e
wholly without a worth-while suggestion as to wha t
it all y means, nor what the ultimate outcome wil l
be, nor what should be done about it . This condition,
of course, is due to their ignorance regarding the
truth of God 's plan of the ages, and that, in the out-
working of that plan, the time is now here for th e
old order of selfishness to give way before the on -
ward march of the "King of kings and Lord o f
lords, " as He goes triumphantly forward in the wor k
of establishing the Messianic Kingdom .—Rev. 17 :14 ;
19 :11-16 .

The clergy 's realization of "danger ahead" and o f
their confusion in seeking to find a way out, is wel l
illustrated by The New York Times' report of ser-
mons delivered in New York City during a Sunda y
in June. Almost without exception, the sermons
reported give tacit acknowledgment that, to date ,
the churches have failed to accomplish their mis-
sion in the world ; and almost without exception ,
these sermons offer some suggestion as to how th e
churches may now begin to he successful, , especiall y
in pointing the way out of the world's presen t
trouble. But without a single exception, no two
of the sermons agree as to what should be clone .

To the credit of the New York clergymen, how -
ever, it may be said that, judging from the repor t
of their sermons, many of them seem to sense quit e
clearly the fundamental causes of the present worl d
crisis ; but they utterly fail to suggest any suitabl e
remedy for these unsatisfactory conditions, and this ,
as we have already noted, is because they do no t
understand the plan of Gad . To many of these men—
the Modernists—Christianity is viewed almost en-
tirely as a high standard of moral ethics which, i f
accepted and faithfully adhered to by the people a s
a whole, would cure the world of its present ills ,
and prepare men for an advanced step in the evo-
lutionary process when they die .

A small minority among them—the Fundamental-
ists—are more concerned about present conditions

than the others, because, according to their under -
standing, this godless world is headed for an eternit y
of doom in eternal torture. They thought God want-
ed them to convert the world, but the world is fur-
ther from being converted than it has ever been ; so
their confusion becomes increasingly confounding .
However, as already noted, some of them do see th e
causes of the trouble. Dr. Paul E. Scherer, Pasto r
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Hol y
Trinity of New York City is quoted as saying :

"I wonder if we are not proving the words of Jesus
in this era when our youth are brought up with tha t
solitary idea of gaining wealth and when, hundreds o f
thousands have died not only on the battlefields bu t
in the workshops to follow this one belief of gain .
True, it is not so much that we care for money, bu t
that as a nation we care for little else . Money-making
is so deeply ingrained in us that it has become a
mania. It is an obsession that has not only been give n
leave to occupy our minds but our very souls as well .
Because of it, countless thousands of us have los t
our sanity and have thrown our souls away on the
steps of the verb—to have . "

"Many persons in the religious world today hav e
lost their sense of direction and are `at sea,' " Rev ,
H. W . Ferrin, of the Calvary Baptist Church, New
York, is reported as saying ; but he is "at sea" him-
self as to how the difficulty can be remedied .

The Rev. Lauriston Livingston Scaife, Pastor o f
St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church, realize s
that the world needs changing, and tells how it can-
not be done. He fails to realize that the reform s
which he advocates can be effected only by divine
power, through the establishment of the Messianic
Kingdom . " It is no use," he says, "to start out to ,
change the world with the idea that we do it t o
make ourselves more comfortable," which is just
another way of saying that the motive power of sel-
fishness will not bring about the changes which th e
world needs .

The Rev. Dr . Minot Simons of All Souls "Guitar=
ian Church, N . Y., senses the fact that "every man' s
hand is against his neighbor," although he probabl y
doesn't realize that this present condition of things
has been foretold in divine prophecy as markin g
the end of the age . "Violence is in the air," he said .
"Violence is in human hearts ; violence is thrust-
ing human judgment out of all perspective . The
people who can keep their heads and their goo d
will at the same time are today the country's best
citizens . There are multitudes among us who ar e
lawless and multitudes ready to be lawless . We are
ridden by criminals and threatened by those wh o
are taking the law into their own hands . There i s
a growing disposition to employ violence as a short
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cut . Many think of insurrection before they thin k
of the courts . "

So we might go on quoting the lamentations o f
these "stars" of the religious firmament, only to find
that there is none among them with a true vision .
What is true in ecclesiastical circles is to the sam e
degree, also apparent among the world's statesme n
and politicians . The prophet describes this con-
dition of "blindness" and gives the reason for it ,
saying :

"The great day of the LORD is near, it is neat,
and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the
LORD : the mighty man shall cry there bitterly . That
day is a clay of wrath, and day of trouble and dis-
tress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness. A day of the trumpet and alarm agains t
the fenced cities and against the high towers . And
I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk
like blind men, because they have sinned against the
Lord : and their blood shall be poured out as dust ,
and their flesh as the clung. Neither their silver no r
their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day
of the Lord 's wrath : but the whole land shall be de-
voured by the fire of His Jealousy : for He shall
make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwel l
in the land ."—Zeph . 1 :14-18.

That this is to be but a temporary "time of
trouble," however, calculated, not to blot out the
human race but to prepare it for the blessings of th e
Messianic Kingdom soon to be ushered in is reveal-
ed in the 3rd chapter of this same prophecy, wher e
the prophet again tells us that "all the earth shal l
be devoured with the fire of My [God's] jealousy, "
and then adds : "For then [afterwards] will I turn
to the people a pure language, that they may all cal l
upon the name of the LORD, to serve Him with on e
consent ." (Zeph. 3 :8, 9.) Isaiah confirms this, say-
ing : "And in that day shall the deaf hear the word s
of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out
of obscurity, and out of darkness 	 They also that
erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and the y
that murmured shall learn doctrine . "—Isa . 29 :18, 24 .

REBELLION AMONG THE TROOPS

WIDESPREAD mutinies in the ranks of Amer-
ican, British, and French troops doomed to failur e
the effort of the Allied powers to stamp out the Rus-
sian Bolshevist revolution in 1919 after the armis-
tice brought peace in western Europe. This was
disclosed on June 11, when the State Department
at Washington released documents held secret fo r
18 years . Fears of the "Big Five, " headed by th e
late President Woodrow Wilson at the Paris Peac e
Conference, that allied troops would not fight afte r
the arm i stice, were borne out in the Russian fiasco ,
the document revealed .

This remarkable document, officially released after
being kept secret for so many years, tells of on e
offensive against the Red Russians by a combined
force of British and White Russian troops whic h
failed because the British commanding officer was
drunk and the British troops refused to advance .

The mutiny of British troops was followed shortly
by refusal of both French and American soldiers t o
fight, the documents revealed .

Just why the State Department should releas e
this information at this particular time . when the ten-
sion between the Whites and the Reds all over th e
world is so acute is, of course, a matter of conjec-
ture ; but to the student of prophecy, it is very en -
lightening. One can ' t help but think of how different
the condition of the world would have been today ,
had not the Russian revolution been successful . Had
not the "leftist s ' " cause been given such a tremendou s
impetus by the Russian successes, there may not hav e
been dictators in Europe today ; and there probably
would be no Spanish revolution with its attendant
complications and possible involvements .

The releasing of this information revealing the
failure of the combined Allied powers to prevent th e
Russian revolution should be very strengthening t o
the Christian's faith . It lends weight to the fact
that the Gentile Times had ended, and that the na-
tions could do nothing to prevent the development of
conditions which were destined ultimately to bring
about the destruction of "civilization ." This bit of
information--held secret for so many years—no w
released, is just another link in the great chain of
evidence indicating that the time has come for Him
to put into operation the forces of His "great army"
for the destruction of the old world order . Surely ,
He is the Almighty God, and nothing can preven t
the accomplishment of His purposes . He makes
even the wrath of men to praise Hini .—Psa . 76 :14.

EUROPEAN WAR CLOUD S

ONCE again the European situation has become
tense. Italy and Germany have joined hands in
withdrawing from the agreement of non-intervention ,
in the Spanish revolution which they had signe d
With twenty-five other nations . The withdrawal from
such an agreement may be taken as an indication o f
their intention to take an active part on the side o f
the Rebels in Spain .

Impending trouble is apparent when we view th e
actions of Germany and Italy in concentrating thei r
fleets in the Spanish waters despite the ultimatu m
delivered to them by Great Britain as contained in a
recent United Press dispatch from London as follows :

"Great Britain and France have warned Germany .
that any belligerent action against loyalist Spain
would be regarded with the greatest gravity . It was
asserted the warning covered any aggression agains t
the loyalist fleet or any blockade of the loyalist coast. "

There are many ominous signs which indicat e
the near approach of our King and Lord, the On e
that "shall judge among the many people, and rebuke
strong nations afar off ; and they shall beat thei r
swords into plowshares, and their spears into prun-
ing-hooks : nation shall not lift up a sword agains t
nation, neither shall they learn war any more . "
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2 And I John saw the holy n y,
new Jerusalem, coming down 1lom
God out of heaven, prepared °a sa bride adorned for her husband .
3 And 1 hoard a great voice ou t

of heaven saving, Behold, the tn-
ber m :le of God is with men, andhe will dwell with them, nnd~ they
shall be his people, and God him .
self shall be Bath them, and Letheir God .
4 And God shall wipe away ni ltears from their eyes ; and linens

shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shallthere be any more pain : for th e
former things are passed away.

5 And he that sat upon the thron e
said, Behold, I make all things new.

1 And he said unto tee, Write : for'these words are true and faithful .

Rev . 21 : 2 -5 .

Messiah in Prophecy
A GREAT change is taking plac e

in the world today—a change from
the old order of things to somethin g
different — something astounding .
We are living in the midst of a
world almost gone mad . Nations are
in a state of distress and strife . In
fact, it is impossible to discover eve n
one country which has no internal
difficulties .

Few countries are able to satis-
factorily maintain a stable govern-
ment . Minor squabbles, disturbance s
and intrigues have brought abou t
their weakened condition and thi s
is especially noticeable since 1914 .
Thrones have tottered, crowns have
fallen and Dictators have arisen fro m
the confused and distraught state o f
affairs .

Fear, distrust, jealousy and hatred
have taken their seats at internation-
al peace conferences, with the resul t
that little or nothing has been ac-
complished toward a peaceful settle-
ment of many of the international
disputes .

Extreme nationalism and rac e
hatreds are still predominating fac-
tors amongst . the peoples of the
earth ; and the governments, while
talking peace, are rapidly preparing
for war—a war which they freely
admit will wipe out civilization as
we know it today .

The plebian population have anx-
iously watched the various confer-
ences with some measure of hope,
trusting that eventually some solu-
tion would be reached, which would
relieve them of their troubles and lif t
them up out of the slough of despair
into which they have been thrust ;
but, alas, their hopes are continually
being shattered . Many are wearied
to the very limit of endurance, an d
they know from their own personal
experiences that matters are becom -
ing worse and'not better.

	

t

Never before in the history of th e
world has there been such a crisis
as that which now confronts th e
peoples of earth . Those in authorit y
are almost at their wits' end as the y
view the appalling want and misery
in the midst of luxury and plenty ;
of millions out of employment i n
every country of the globe ; of mill s
and factories deteriorating for lack
of use, while the people want work
and cry out for the very goods which
those industrial plants could pro -
duce ; of hunger abroad in the eart h
taking its grim toll in death an d
disease while farmers are forced t o
plow under their crops in order to
effect an artificial price increase .

Many honest and sincere statesmen
are doing their utmost to preven t
and to alleviate human suffering an d
fear, but our complex civilization i s
fast getting beyond human control .
Perfect government calls for perfec t
leadership and such a leadership i s
not to be found now among the mem-
bers of the human race, and that i s
why many thinking men and women
are in a state of expectancy . They
realize that this is a crisis demand-
ing more than human skill and wis-
dom and, therefore, they are looking
for the Messiah—the One whom the
Prophets foretold would e provide d
at the time of the world's greates t
calamity .

Messiah Is Not Jehovah

The Scriptures tell us that lon g
before the first man was created, or
our earth was brought from its cha-
otic condition, long before angels an d
cherubim were created, Divine pow-
er brought forth a Son on the spiri t
plane—Jehovah's First Begotten
One, glorious, perfect, beautiful, i n
Jehovah's Own image. This gloriou s
One is symbolically referred to as

"Wisdom" in Proverbs 8 :22-30,
which reads ;

"Jehovah possessed me in the b e
ginning of His way, before His work s
of old . . . Then I was by Him, as one
brought up with Him : and I was
daily His delight, rejoicing always
before Him." This Mighty One ,
personified as "Wisdom," is als o
referred to by the Psalmist as Je-
hovah's "First-born" whom H e
will "make higher than the kings
of the earth ."—Psa . 89 :27 .

Jehovah is from everlasting to
everlasting . (Psa. 90 :2 .) He had
no beginning . But this Mighty One ,
spoken of symbolicai'ly as "W{is-
dom," had a beginning'. He was Je-
hovah's First-Born, the first-born o f
all creation, "the beginning and th e
ending," the first and the last direc t
creation of Jehovah ; for it was
through this First-Born One all oth-
er things and beings were created i n
heaven and in earth. All this was
done BY Jehovah's authority, bu t
through the instrumentality of thi s
First-Begotten One. Thus we read
in Genesis 1 :26, literally translated,
"The ELOHIM said, let US make
man in OUR image." This would
very properly apply to Jehovah
speaking to His First-Born One .

It is well to remember that thi s
word "elohim" is not only used i n
respect to Jehovah, and to His First -
Born Son, but is also used with re-
ference to angels as the messengers
of God, those mighty to do the wil l
of Jehovah as for example Psal m
8 :5 : "Thou hast made him ['man] a
little lower than the angels 'elo-
him] ." Still further we notice that
this word "elohim" is used in re-
pect to nien ; for when they were
divinely appointed and active as Je-
hovah's agents they were "mighty' '
or "elohim." Thus we read of th e
seventy judges of Israel appointed
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by Moses, "his master shall brin g
him unto the judges [elohin] . "
(Exodus 21 :6 .) The word "elohim"
signifies literally, "the mighty, "
"the powerful," "the great ." Sure-
ly it would be strictly proper t o
consider this First-Born One mighty ,
great and powerful as the activ e
agent of Jehovah .

Jehovah claims for Himself th e
Authorship of the Divine plan fo r
the blessing of all the families of th e
earth . Ile says in Hosea 13 :4, "I am
Jehovah thy God from the land o f
Egypt, and thou shalt know no .God
but Me : for there is no Saviour be-
side Me." And again, "I am God,
and there is none else ; I am God ,
and there is none like Me." (Isaiah
46 :9 .) "I am JEHOVAH : that i s
My name : and My glory will I no t

'give to another, neither My prais e
to graven images ." (Isaiah. 42 :8 . )
And in Hosea 13 :14, Jehovah says ,
"I will ransom them from the power
of the grave [sheol] ; I will redee m
them from death : 0 death, I will b e
thy plagues ; 0 grave, (;sheol] I wil l
be thy destruction . "

Therefore, we see that Jehovah i s
the great Author of salvation, an d
His Active Agent and Representative
is His own First-Born One—the
Mighty One that He created in Hi s
own likeness and whom we can rec-
ognize as, the Messenger of the Cov-
enant through whom all the coven-
anted blessings of Jehovah are to b e
brought to the Jews first, and then ,
through the Jews, to all mankind .

Messiah—Jehovah's First-Born ,
.Jehovah speaking through Hi s

prophet Isaiah with reference to
His First-Born One says, "Behol d
My servant, whom I uphold ; Mine
elect, in whom My soul delighteth ;
I have put My spirit upon him : he
shall bring forth judgment to the
Gentiles . . . He shall not fail nor be
discouraged, till he have set judg-
ment in the earth : and the isles shall
wait for his law. Thus saith God ,
Jehovah, . . .I have called - thee i n
righteousness, and will hold thin e
hand, and will , keep thee, and wil l
give thee for a covenant of th e
people, for a light of the' Gentiles ;
to open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, an d
them that sit in darkness out of th e
prison house. I am Jehovah : that i s
My name."—Isaiah 42 :1-8 .

Speaking through the prophet Mal-
achi, Jehovah says, "Behold, I wil l
send My Messenger, and He shal l
prepare the way before Me : and th e
Lord [Aden], whom ye seek, shal l
suddenly come to his temple, even
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the Messenger of the Covenant, come, saith Jehovah, that I will make
whom ye delight in : behold, He shall a new covenant with the House of
come, saith Jehovah of hosts . But Israel, and with the House of Judah :
who may abide the day of His coin- Not according to the covenant tha t
ing? and who shall stand when He I made with their fathers in the da y
appeareth? for He is like a refiner's that I took them by the hand t o
fire, and like fullers' soap : and He bring them out of the land of Egypt
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of . . .for I will forgive their iniquity ,
silver : and He shall purify the sons and I will remember their sin n o
of Levi, and purge them as gold and more ."—Jeremiah 31 :31-34 .
silver, that they may offer unto Je-

	

Israel's hope thenceforth was i n
hovah an offering in righteousness ." the Messiah, whose advent woul d
--Mal . 3 :1-3 .

	

bring to them the new covenant
How clearly set forth are the two blessing's ; and all through the man y

separate and distinct personalities, centuries, they have been waiting ,
namely, JEHOVAH, the One from and are still waiting for Him . Who
everlasting to everlasting, and His can help admiring the persistency o f
First-Born Son, spoken of as the the Jewish faith and their loyalty to
"Messenger of the Covenant ;" and Jehovah! Who can doubt Jehovah' s
this distinction is even more exp]i- love for His people whom He fore-
citly emphasized 4n Psalms 110 :1, knew, and whom He has promise d
where we read : "JEHOVAH said He will re-gather to their own
unto Adon, Sit thou at My right land, Palestine, and restore to Hi s
hand, until I make Thine enemies favor under the New Covenant
Thy footstool."

	

through the Mediatorship of Mes -
Looking back through the centur- siah ?

ies, we note that the Israelites, dis- The Prophet Malachi declares
couraged by their failure to keep the that the day of the Messiah shall b e
Law and to obtain the promised a strenuous one, saying "Who may
blessings, were encouraged by Je- abide the day of His coming? an d
hovah with His assurance that some who shall stand when He appear-
day a Great Messiah would come—a et"'' (Mal . 3 :2 .) Plainly the in-
Great Mediator (greater than Moses) timation is that not many will abide ,
with :whom He would make a New not many will stand ; but, rather, it
Covenant on their behalf.

	

should be expected that the majorit y
Moses was a type of this Great will fall . And the reason is given—

Messiah and he testified to that because He will require such purity,
effect . . Hear his words : "Jehovah such holiness that few will come u p
thy God will raise up unto thee a to His requirements . The tests He
prophet from the midst of thee, of will make will he like fullers' soap ,
thy brethren, like unto me ; unto which is the foe to every spot upon
him shall ye hearken ." (Deut 18 :15.) a white garment . His requirements
And in the 18th verse of the same will be like those of. a refiner of sil-
chapter, Jehovah speaking to Moses s'er-a)1 the dross must be eliminate d
says, "I Jehovah will raise them up in a furnace hot enough to ensure it s
a prophet from among their brethren, separation . That the test will las t
like unto thee, and I will put My a considerable length of time seem s
words in His mouth ; and He shall certain for He will sit as a refiner
speak unto them all that I shall coin- sits, giving close inspection that th e

heat be neither too great nor to omand Him . „ This New Covenant little
; the time neither too long no rwill be superior to the old one in too short .that it will have a better Mediator ;

	

Thus seen in the light of thefor Israel already had Jehovah's
perfect Law .

	

Scriptures, we have an enhanced
appreciation of the lengths and th e

This better Mediator will not re- breadths, the heights and the depths
lax that Law, but, the greater ad- of Jehovah's majesty of person, Hi svantage to accrue through Him will character and His plan ; and we hav ebe that His Covenant and sin-of- a deeper esteem than ever for Hi sfering will be more efficacious than First-Born Son whose wonderfulthat which Moses instituted, because love, loyalty and trust in the Fath-
it will put away sin forever and give er's wisdom, grace and power w e
willing Israelites a new heart, shall find have been royally rewarde d"a heart of flesh, after which they by Jehovah . We behold the First-will be granted everlasting life, pro- Born One as the Active Agent o f
vided they maintained their relation- Jehovah, the Messenger of the New ,ship with Jehovah .

	

Covenant and the same One mention -
The prophet Jeremiah particular- ed by the prophet Daniel when he

ized this, saying "Behold, the days says, "At that time ' the time of the
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end] will Michael [Michael having death.

	

0 death, I will be thy pia-
the meaning of "Who as God" or gues : 0 grave [sheol, ] I will be th y
the One acting as the representative destruction." (Hosea 13 :14.) Here
of Jehovah], the great prince who Jehovah promises definitely to pro-
standeth for the children of thy vide a ransom, a corresponding price ,
people, stand forth ; and there will to redeem, to purchase back, Ada m
be a time of distress, such as hath and, through Adam, the whole hu-
never been since the existence of man family and all that was lost in
any nation, until that same time ; and Adam—his earthly dominion an d
at that time shall thy people be de- glory .—Gen. 1 :26-28 ; Psa. 8 :4-9 ;
livered, everyone that shall be found Micah 4 :8 .
written in the book." (Dan. 12 :1,

	

But alas, among the human race n o
Leeser.

	

one was found who could redee m
The story of Genesis tells us that them as the Psalmist says, "Non e

man was tried in a state of original of them can by any means redeem
perfection in ONE representative, [purchase back] his brother, nor giv e
Adam that he failed and that the to God a ransom [a correspondin g
Divine sentence against -him was price] for him," because they wer e
DEATH—"dying thou shalt die ." all sinners and therefore under th e
(Gen. 2 :17, margin .) We realize just - condemnation . "As by ONE
fully that the death sentence is a MAN [Adam.] sin entered into th e
just sentence against sin and that world, and death by sin ; se DEAT H
LIFE being a conditional grant, passed upon all men, for that al l
JEHOVAH had the full . right to re- men have sinned . "—Psa. 49 :7 ;
yoke it ; for we know that the "wag- Rom. 5 :12 .
es of sin is death" and that life is

	

Throughout the Law Dispensation ,
a gift from Jehovah .

	

Jehovah emphasized this feature o f
The death penalty pronounced His arrangement that "without th e

against sin was not because the entire shedding of blood is no remission o f
race had sinned, but because one sins, by requiring the blood of
man sinned, therefore the penalty bulls and goats . Not that these
of sin, death, fell directly upon could ever take away sin ; but that,
Adam, and through Adam, upon the in due time, they might be recogniz-
whole race by heredity—Jew and ed as types or illustrations of bette r
Gentile, alike .

	

sacrifices through which the sins of
Gen -

Jehovah's law was "life for life
." the whole world—both Jew and Gen-

tile—should be blotted out .
(Dent . 19 :21.) Justice must there- Seeing that no member of the hu-fore demand the life of another for man race could, give to Jehovah athe forfeited life of Adam, befor e
releasing Adam and his race . And ransom for the life of Adam, the nee -
providing this arrangement could be essity arose for one from the heaven -
made and the penalty thus met, the ly courts to take upon himself th e
whole sentence would be cancelled— human nature, and become a ma n

and give, as a substitute, himself,one sacrifice for all even as one sin his humanity, his flesh, as a ranso minvolved all .

	

for Adam, and 'through Adam, every
member of the human family . -

Speaking through His prophet Iles-

	

Ransom Provide d
ea, Jehovah states, "I will ransom Amongst the angels who had re -
them from the power of the grave tanned their first estate and thei r
[sheol] : I will redeem them from loyalty to Jehovah, there, no doubt ,

FACTS vs. SUPERSTITION

Ransom Promised

The Dawn -

might have been many who would
gladly have undertaken the accom-
plishment of His will, and become
man's Ransom Price ; but to do so ,
would have meant the greatest trial .
the severest test, to which loyalty t o
Jehovah could be exposed, and hence ,
the one who would thus manifest hi s
devotion, his loyalty and his faith
would be worthy of having the very
highest position amongst all the
angelic hosts of Jehovah, far abov e
angels, principalities and powers
and every name that is named .

	

-
Jehovah so arranged His plan tha t

in this manifestation of sympathy
and love for the world of mankind ,
an opportunity might also be afford-
ed for the manifestation of the love,
humility and obedience of His First -
Born One, His well beloved Son, the
Messenger of the Covenant whom -
Jehovah delighted to honor . - So w e
find this First-Born One quoted b y
the Psalmist as saying, '`Sacrifice
and offering Thou didst not desire,"
"but a body hast Thou prepared M e
[Thy First-Born one] : In burnt -of-
ferings and sacrifices for -sin Thou
hast had no pleasure. - Then said I
[Thy First-Born One], Lo I com e
(in the volume of the book it i s
written of Me,) to do Thy will, 0
God. "—Psalms 40 :6-8 .

To Israel, this payment of the -
Ransom meant more than it did t o
the Gentiles . It meant, not only
their redemption from the penalty
of the Adamic transgression, but it
meant, additionally, deliveranc e
from the penalty of the Law Cove-
nant which had long rested upon the
Jewish nation because of their fail-
ure to comply with its terms . The
Israelites were under the - "curse "
which came upon Adam, just th e
same as the remainder of mankind;
but, additionally, they were under
the "curse" of their Law Covenan t
instituted through its Mediator ,
Moses, at Mt . Sinai .

(To be continued )

OBVIOUSLY, if we are to reaso n
correctly concerning God, it is pri-
marily necessary to clear away th e
accumulated mists of superstition
that have caused so many to los e
faith in Him and in the book that i s
reputed to be His Word of Truth .
This is not an easy thing to do, bu t
it is hoped that this discussion will
materially aid in that direction.

Not all, of course, are sure whether
or not they should accept the Bible

as an authentic record of the origi n
and destiny of man, but all should at
least be interested in the reasonable-
ness of its brief presentation on th e
subject when critically analyzed—es-
pecially after all the mists of tradi-
tion have been cleared away from it s
simple, straightforward story . What
then is the Bible story of man, when
stripped of superstition and mere hu-
man assumption?

It says that after man was creat-
ed, God told our first parents that
they would "surely die" if they dis-
obeyed His law—"In the day thou -
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die . "
That seems simple and clear enough !

But is it true ?
Yes, this statement, made long ag o

to the progenitors of the - human
race, is verified today by billions o f
tombs and a continually dying world,
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which testify to the grim truth of
that clearly spoken law to man in
Eden .

On this point, then, it is eviden t
that the book of Genesis is in harm-
ony with uncontroverted reality . Th e
fact that Adam did not actually go
into the tomb on the same literal
day in which he disobeyed the divin e
law is no proof that the death pen-
alty was not a literal one . A critica l
translation of the Hebrew text con-
cerning this penalty gives it as "dy-
ing thou shalt die." This gives th e
thought that the process of death
would begin at once, and continu e
until life became wholly extinct .

And that is exactly what occurred.
But something else also occurre d

back there in Eden. From another
source than the Creator came a se-
ductive statement to Mother Eve :
"Thou shalt not surely die!" Thi s
suggestion that God had lied to His
creatures is said to have come from
the "serpent . "

Four thousand years later th e
Apostle John identified "that ol d
serpent" as being "the devil and
Satan," and indicated that he has
been the great deceiver of all na-
tions . (See Revelation 20 :1-3.) We
now have two contradictory state-
ments ; one accredited to the Lord ,
in which He states that man would
"surely die" ; the other coming fro m
one whom the Scriptures designat e
as a deceiver, in which he insist s
that man would "not surely die . "
The first of these we have found to
be substantiated by facts ; but what
about the other ?

Where It All Came Fro m
The Bible reports the Creator a s

the One who declared that disobed-
ience would cause the human race t o
die; and surely the children of Adam
are dying! Death is indeed a real-
ity . Not only do our own senses tes-
tify to this fact, but modern scienc e
has confirmed it. In recent years
scores of individuals, after having
died, and who would have remalined
dead had it not been for the applica •
tion of modernly acquired medical
knowledge and skill, have testified ,
upon being revived with pulmotors ,
oxygen pumps or injections of adre-
nalin, that they had been totall y
unconscious—that they did not kno w
anything, and did not go anywhere,
during the time that they were dead .

The late Arthur Brisbane, com-
menting on the cases of Theodore
Krause and of Byron De Fee, o f
Chicago, who were found dead o f
monoxide poisoning, and who were

resuscitated by Doctors Connor an d
Barwasser, inquires :

"What does the soul do when the
body is technically dead? How long
does it wait around to make sur e
there isn't some recent scientific dis-
covery that will bring it back'? When
the heart stops, and the body `dies, '
does the soul start on its sudde n
journey, and then come back, in cas e
of sudden recovery ; or does it wait
a definite time before leaving, to
make sure'? "

While it might be interesting t o
philosophize or speculate about the
intelligence of the supposedly disem-
bodied "souls" of those who die, ye t
the unimpeachable testimony of the
aforementioned victims themselves i s
that they were wholly unconscious—
dead. The Bible agrees with this .
It says : "The dead know not any-
thing," and again, "There is n o
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave whither tho u
goest . "—Eccl . 9 :5, 10 .

The Great Deceptio n
But how about the "serpent's "

statement, "Thou shalt not surely
die"? How has that suggestio n
worked out through the ages? Jesus
declared concerning this "old ser-
pent," that he is the "father o f
lies ." If therefore the record o f
Genesis is true, and Jesus Himsel f
knew what He was talking about ,
we should expect to find some evi-
dence of Satan's deceptive efforts i n
connection with the subject of death .
And, as the Revelator indicates tha t
this "old serpent" has deceived al l
nations, we should expect his decep-
tions to be universally manifested .

Do we find such evidence'?
Yes! While Satan had said defi-

nitely that death would not resul t
from partaking of the forbidde n
fruit, yet, actually, Adam and Eve ,
as well as all their progeny, have
died or are dying. Hence it became
necessary for Satan to do something
about it .

Of course he was not willing t o
come forward and apologize for
falsely accusing God of being a liar ;
hence he took the further siniste r
step of inducing the people to be-
lieve that what appeared to be death
was not death, but the gateway int o
some other, either higher or lower ,
form of life. And because of the in-
nate fear of death that lurks in hu-
man hearts, nearly all mankind have
preferred to believe the lie— "Ther e
is no death." Through this great
deception, then, most folks have bee n
made to believe that death is really
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a friend, rather than an enemy, a s
the Bible declares it to be .—1 Cor .
15 :26 .

This Satanic deception is based o n
the unscriptural, unscientific and un-
reasonable theory that man has a
"soul" within him which can live
separate and apart from the body ,
and that when the body dies thi s
"soul" is set free to fly, or float, or
be carried away to some other place
or condition . Upon this theory are
based most of the superstitious no-
tions that have plagued a bewildere d
world for six thousand years, an d
more. And these superstitions are
now mainly responsible for the pres-
ent lack of faith in God that is near-
ly everywhere present. Surely, the
Bible is right in declaring Satan to
be a deceiver and a liar !

Souls of Men and Animals
But, does not the Bible teach that

man has an immortal soul? No !
Neither the expression "immorta l
soul," nor any equivalent thereof, i s
to be found anywhere in the Bible .
Search for it yourself, and you wil l
not find it . Ask your minister to hel p
you hunt, and you will be convince d
that it is not there .

The word "soul" is used in the
Bible more than 500 times, but no t
once is it said to be immortal . The
first Biblical use of the word "soul"
is in Genesis 2 :7, and there it is said
that man "became a living soul, "
not that he was given a soul . This
is the equivalent of saying that man
became a living being—and that i s
the real meaning of the word soul a s
used in the Bible It is for this rea-
son that the Bible applies this sam e
word to animals as well as to human
beings . It is applied to the lower
animals in Numbers 31 :28, and in
other passages .

As a product of Satan's lie—
"Thou shalt not surely die"—which
has been made plausible by reason
of the false "immortal soul" con-
cept, there has followed that con-
glomeration of creedal confusio n
which is now properly being rejecte d
by an awakened and thinking pub-
lic . A few of the superstitions tha t
are based upon this false theory are :
The nightmare of "eternal torture" ;
the doctrine of "purgatory" ; the
"reincarnation" theory ; the suppos-
ed art of "talking with the dead" ;
"ghost" stories ; the "happy hunt-
ing ground" of the Indian ; Dante' s
"inferno" ; as well as all the var-
ious "no death" illusions of th e
heathen .

But, are not at least some of these
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ideas taught in the Bible'? No ! For-
tunately they are not . None of the m
could be true, unless we accept Sa-
tan's lie as a basis of truth ; but w e
have found that be is a deceiver, an d
that it is in this very manner tha t
he has deceived the whole world .

It is but natural, however, to won -
der about that eternal torment hallu-
cination, because we have been tol d
so long, and by so many educate d
people, that it is taught in the Bible.
Hence, to be assured that the Bible '
does not teach this God-dishonoring
dogma of the dark ages is most nec-
essary if we are to have a reasonable
basis for confidence and faith in th e
inspired Word .

The Bible is replete with pictoria l
language, and some of its symbol -
isms have been misconstrued to sup -
port the heathen concept of a tor-
ment deity. For example, the Bible,
when emphasizing the fact that the
"wages of in is death," uses fire
and brimstone to symbolize this des-
truction. Whoever heard of any-
thing .being preserved alive by being
thrown into a lake of burning brim-
stone? The meaning of this sym-
bolism is obvious.

Beggars in Abraham's Bosom
On one occasion Jesus uttered a

very dramatic parable concerning a
certain rich man, and a beggar b y
the name of Lazarus . Both died ,
and afterward the rich man was sai d
to have been in "torment," whil e
the beggar went to "Abraham' s
bosom . "

This parable has been given an ab-
surdly literal interpretation by th e
hell-fire enthusiasts . They have sai d
that it teaches that all the righteou s
will go to heaven when they die, an d
that all the sinners will be foreve r
tormented. But the parable say s
nothing whatsoever about the rich
man being a sinner, nor about th e
beggar being righteous . Neither does

it say that the beggar went to heav-
en when he died .

The suggestion has been made that
the two men in this parable prob-
ably represent two classes—Jews an d
Gentiles—their fall and rise, an d
some of their experiences incidenta l
thereto. This seems reasonable, for
certainly the Jewish people hav e
gone through a lot of "torment "
since their national death about A .
D. 70 . Other details of the parable
also fit the facts concerning the ex-
periences of both Jews and Gentiles
since Jesus' day .

Jesus drew most of His parable s
from things or conditions around
Him. On one occasion He referre d
to the Valley of Hinnom; just out -
side the city of Jerusalem, where
garbage and other offal were regu-
larly destroyed, and used this as an
illustration of the final "everlastin g
destruction" that would come to al l
wilful sinners when the "New Jer-
usalem "—God's Kingdom—become s
a reality .

This Valley of Hinnom was calle d
"Gehenna" in the Greek language ,
and it is from this word that the
translators of our Common Version
Bible gave the translation "hell" i n
a number of places in the New Tes-
tament. Fires were kept constantly
burning in this valley, and brimston e
was added for sanitary and destruc-
tive purposes ; hence it was a very
fitting illustration of the complet e
destruction that awaits those who, i n
the final test, prove themselves un-
worthy of everlasting life .

In using this 'illustration of th e
Gehenna garbage dump, Jesus in -
creased the power of the symbol by
adding to it the thought of worm s
which always infest dead carcasse s
and other refuse. These "worms "
would destroy any offal that did not
reach the fires in the bottom of the
valley . Thus is the symbolism of
destruction greatly 'intensified .

How absurd to suppose, as many in

the past have done, that litera l
worms are forever to gnaw at the
tender sensitive spots of • "immortal
souls" in Gehenna! Such a theory
would necessitate the existence, no t
only of immortal souls, but of im-
mortal worms as well—worms with
asbestos bodies that could resist the
supposed seven-fold heat of the tra-
ditional hell !

The Bible does indeed tell us tha t
there is a hell ; but the hell of the
Bible is simply the condition of
death . Neither the Hebrew nor
Greek words translated "hell" in
our English Bible contains any such
thought as torment, or fire-proof
devils with pitchforks—that all cam e
from traditional theology, not fro m
the Scriptures. "Sheol" in the Old
Testament, and "hades" in the Ne w
Testament, are used to describe a
condition of unconsciousness . For
example, note the prophet's words :
"There is no knowledge, nor wisdo m
in the grave [sheol] whither thou
goest . "—Eccl. 9 :10-12 .

As for "purgatory," that word
does not even appear in the Bible ,
much less the prevalent idea of tor-
ment connected with it . Strange,
(isn't it'?) that the various hob-gob-
lins of superstition should make suc h
headway in the world and do s o
much to influence the religious con-
cepts of otherwise clear-thinkin g
people !

Now that the fog of superstition
is lifting, some progress ought to b e
made in our attempt to apply the
test of reason to the teachings o f
the Bible. No wonder intelligent
people of today are beginning to won -
der about the unreasonable teaching s
of the past To many it seems un-
like the God they wish to worship
to decree that their deceased, non-
churchgoing fathers, brothers, nm o
thers, or grandmothers, must etern-
ally suffer somewhere in a great fiery
abyss of the damned . God grant
that we may be able to rise abov e
this sort of a conception of Him .

The Bow of Promise
WE NOWT have seen, according t o

the Bible, science and reason, that
when a man dies he is dead ; and tha t
we are a condemned and dying race .
How then can we have any standing
before our Creator whose laws hav e
been broken'? What is the basis fo r
hope that anyone may have an op-
portunity to return to favor wit h
God and to again enjoy the privil-
ege of living everlastingly under con -

ditions of complete happiness'? Wil l
God cancel His decree of condemna-
tion against us merely upon ou r
promise to do better from now on ?

The Bible most assuredly point s
out the Creator's plan whereby the
lost race is to have an opportunity
to return to harmony with Him, but
if we are to learn the truth on thi s
point it is necessary to proceed with

caution . It is evident that we will
never get our questions satisfactor-
ily answered by delving into the mir e
of traditional theology hoping there -
in to find some reasonable basis fo r
faith and comforting hope, so le t
us confine our search to the Bible
itself . Thus far the Bible is found to
be in harmony with well known and
well established facts, and also with
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reason. This gives us confidence . Is
it not then reasonable to expect tha t
it must contain a satisfactory solu-
tion to this entire problem of human
destiny ?

We are given the suggestion in
Genesis 3 :15 that the Creator, eve n
from the beginning, intended to d o
something more for the human rac e
than merely condemn it to death .
The promise there is to the effect
that "the eed of the woman" woul d
eventually bruise the serpent's head .
Of course, this is a rather vague an d
indefinite statement ; but in the light
of subsequent divine revelations it
is seen to be wonderfully full o f
meaning.

We turn, for example, to almos t
the last chapter in the Bible—Reve-
lation 20—and there we find the
Apostle John declaring that in visio n
he saw a mighty angel come dow n
from heaven and lay hold upon
"that old serpent," and bind him
for a thousand years, "that h e
should deceive the nations no more . "
This is a prophetic picture portray-
ing the fulfilment of that vague
promise of Genesis 3 :15, that th e
"seed" of the woman would bruise
the "serpent's" head .

In other words, in this highl y
symbolic language the Creator as-
sures us through the Revelator that
our first parents' gin is not to re-
sult in a lasting blight upon the hu-
man race ; but that in IIis own time
and way a sure cure will be effected ,
and that even the "serpent" him -
self will be destroyed .

Thus we have located the two ex-
treme ends, so to speak, of this God -
given bow of promise—the promis e
given in Genesis that the `serpent's '
head would be bruised, and the vis-
ion given to the Revelator, that thi s
same "serpent" would be bound an d
finally destroyed . But let us not
stop here, but rather continue ou r
search through the sacred record i n
the hope that we may find some o f
the details of how Satan's death -
dealing work in Eden is to be des-
troyed, and the human race restore d
to the lost paradise.

God's Promise to Abraham
Leaving the disappointing scene s

of Eden, let us cone on down to the
time of Abraham—over two thous -
and years later . From this period
onward it is no longer necessary t o
accept so many things by faith . Ar-
cheologists have recently excavate d
Ur, the birthplace of Abraham, als o
various ruins of Ancient Canaan ,
which substantiate practically every

detail of Bible history_ covering tha t
whole period . In view of these dis-
coveries it is now admitted even b y
skeptics that the Bible is by n o
means a collection of "old wives '
fables," such as a great many onc e
were led to believe .

Now to Abraham God made a ver y
remarkable promise, which has no t
yet been fulfilled. He said, "In
thee and in thy seed shall all th e
families of the earth be blessed . "
(Gen. 12 :1-3 .) Later on in life ,
when his son Isaac had grown t o
manhood, God reiterated this prom-
ise and also confirmed it by an oath .
But Abraham died without seeing i t
fulfilled. The promise was passe d
on to Isaac, then to his son Jacob .
Esau, Jacob's older brother, barter-
ed the right to , inherit it for a mess
of pottage.

Finally Jacob reached the end of
his span of imperfect life, yet God' s
promise to bless all nations had no t
been fulfilled to him ; so upon his
deathbed he passed this sceptre on t o
his son Judah. Space will not per-
mit an examination of all the man y
related promises in the Old Testa-
ment which enlarge upon this orig-
inal covenant made with Abraham .
Suffice to say that in all these prom-
ises the Jews saw a great personalit y
pictured—the "Lion of the tribe o f
Judah"—whom they became accus-
tomed to speak of as their comin g
Messiah.

The tremendous influence of thes e
ancient promises has been one of th e
contributing factors that has kep t
the distressed and persecuted peopl e
of Israel separate from the rest o f
the world for more than four thous-
and years until now . The Jews stand
out today as a living testimony o f
the reality of God's dealings wit h
them in the past, and of the hope -
inspiring promises to and through
them as His "chosen people ." Many
of those promises, however, still re -
main unfulfilled .

The Messiah Promise d
At the time of Jesus' first advent

many of the Jews were on the aler t
regarding the coming of the long-
promised Messiah . We are told that
one night, out among the hills o f
Judea where shepherds were tending
their flocks, suddenly there appeared
a supernatural light and the sound
of unusual voices .

Incredibly fantastic, do you say ?
Let us remember that if the Bibl e

is what it claims to be—a revelatio n
of the Creator's purposes toward th e
children of men, the same Creator
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who brought into existence all th e
other mighty works of creation—then
it is not hard to believe that such a
Supreme Intelligent Being has also
created various orders of spirit be-
ings on higher planes of existenc e
than man. And if He desired to hav e
these higher angelic creatures com-
municate with man on such a mo-
mentous occasion as the Savior' s
birth, it would be very easy for Him
to have arranged it .
. This is just what He did !

Through the medium of one of
these' mighty angels God announce d
to the shepherds : "Fear not, for be-
hold I . bring you .good tidings o f
great joy which shall be unto all
people ; for unto you is born thi s
day in the city of David, a Savior ,
which is Christ the Lord ."—Luk e
2 :10, 11 .

The word Christ is the Greek
equivalent of the Hebrew word
Messiah . Hence this angelic an-
nouncement simply signified that th e
world's Messiah, whom God for s o
long had promised to send, had no w
actually been born, and that He wa s
indeed to be the Savior of the world .
That is why it was "good tidings "
unto all people—"all the families of
the earth" were to be blessed as a
result of His birth.

But how is Jesus, the Messiah, to
be the Savior of the World? What
is to be the nature of the blessin g
that He will bestow upon all ?

From what we have already learn-
ed, the human race, through Adam's
transgression, lost the privilege of
living 'everlastingly on the earth .
Now if death simply means death, a s
it manifestly does, then there woul d
seem to be no way for any of us to
be "saved" except by being liber-
ated from the death penalty and
then restored' to life ?

"Peace on Earth"!----When ?
But what about the fact that al -

though this
.

Savior, the Messiah ,
made IIis advent into the worl d
nearly two thousand years ago, yet
the world continues to die the sam e
as before? In what sense is He
its Savior.? If there is no eternal
torment from which the race is to b e
rescued, then from what does th e
Messiah save it, and how? And will
it be very different when it is saved ?

All, of course, are mindful of th e
beautiful music and the inspirationa l
sermons that are heralded forth each
Christmas from every church in
Christendom. The "peace on earth
and good will toward men" cry is an-
nually announced on every hand.
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ed that Jesus, in His prehuman state ,
had been known as the "Logos "
(translated "Word," in John 1) .
It was this Logos, or Word of Go d
that became flesh for the very pur-
pose of dying as a correspondin g
price, or "ransom," for Adam and
the condemned race in him .—1 Tim .
2 :3-6 ; Rom. 5 :12 .

By ignoring, or purposely conceal-
ing the accurate meaning of the
Greek text, as it appears in John,
chapter 1, the translators have made
it appear that the "Logos," or the
"Word," is the divine Creator
Himself . But an accurate transla-
tion of this passage reveals the fac t
that the "Logos" was merely "a"
God (or mighty One), while the Cre-
ator is referred to as "the" God—
the Supreme One, the Almighty One .

The apostle tells us that the Logos
was the agent of Jehovah in all th e
creative work—"Without Him was
not anything made that was made. "
Doubtless this is why the plural pro -
nouns "us" and "our" are used
in the Genesis account of creation —
"Let us make man in our image, an d
after our likeness . "

"Trinity"--A Blinding Doctrine

It would be impossible to under -
stand how the Logos came to earth,
was made flesh, and died as man's
Redeemer, so long as we held to the
"Trinity" conception of God ; be-
cause this would mean that Go d
Himself, 'the Creator of the universe ,
died . But the Trinity theory is an-
other of the dark-age mysteries that
has been foisted upon the people ,
but which has no foundation in th e
Scriptures .

The word "trinity" is not foun d
in the Bible. The Scriptures speak
of the oneness of the Father and the
Son, but it is clearly a oneness of
purpose and will, rather than that o f
being. Jesus prayed that this sam e
oneness should exist between Him -
self and His followers . See John 17 ;
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But is it not true that thus far
these pronouncements have bee n
largely empty words°? Does the cry
of "peace on earth," as it sounds in
the ears of a dying soldier, mean
very much to him ?

In time of war the professed fol-
lowers of Jesus in one nation
slay the professed followers of Jesu s
in another nation, and call this thei r
Christian duty . If they are faith-
ful in doing this will they joyfull y
'meet their slaughtered foreign breth-
ren in heavenly bliss? Is this the
manner in which the prophecy o f
"peace on earth" is to be fulfilled ?

Our study has not yet unfolde d
sufficiently to supply the answers to
these puzzling questions, but let u s
go on and see if the Bible does no t
have something satisfactory to say
about them .

We have now traced the Messiani c
promises from the days of the Gar-
den of Eden on down to Jesus' time ,
and found that these promises are t o
find a fulfilment in the Master . Paul
indicates this in Galatians 3 :8, 16,
where he clearly identifies Him a s
the promised "seed of Abraham . "

John the Baptist announced Jesus ,
saying, "Behold the Lamb of God ,
which taketh away the in of the
world ! " At that time John clearly
recognized Jesus to be the promised
Messiah : Later, however, John was
thrown into prison ; and while ther e
he began to wonder whether or no t
he might have been mistaken .

He then sent messengers to Jesus
to enquire if He really were th e
Messiah, and Jesus sent back a very
interesting reply He directed the
messengers to remind John that a t
His hands the sick were being heal-
ed, the lame were made to walk, th e
blind to see, the deaf' To hear ; and
that on certain occasions even th e
dead were made to rise .

Jesus' Works Fulfil Prophecie s
Now why did Jesus answer John

in this peculiar manner'? It was be -
cause the prophets had foretold that
the Messiah would do just such
things as these! Thus wat John re -
assured . And not only was John th e
Baptist impressed by the mighty
works of Jesus, but it was also quite
natural that many in Jesus' day
should also become convinced of th e
Master's Messiahship, and that the
long-promised Messianic Kingdo m
was about to be set up for the bless-
ing of Israel, and through Israel, th e
whole world of mankind—"all the
families of the earth ." Indeed, the

common people finally became so en-
thusiastic that they attempted then to
make Jesus a king ; and did acclai m
Him as such as he rode into Jerusa-
lem on an ass .

Just five days later than this, how -
ever, something happened which mys-
tified the disciples and others wh o
looked upon Jesus as the Messiah .
The religious leaders of Jesus' day
became jealous of His popularity ; s o
they instituted a plot against Him ,
seized Him, conducted a mock trial ,
condemned Him to death, and finall y
had Him crucified as a malefactor .

What did this mean'? How coul d
it be that He who had come to b e
the King of earth should thus be tak-
en and crucified'? Such a turn o f
events did not harmonize with the
disciples' conception of what the Mes-
siah should do and be—establish a
Kingdom and be the King over, an d
Deliverer of the people . How keen
their disappointment must have
been when their hopes and expecta-
tions were thus dashed to the ground !

Three days thereafter two of th e
crest-fallen disciples of the Maste r
were walking on their way to Emma -
us when suddenly a "stranger "
joined them . Noting their sorrow he
enquired as to the cause. They then
related to Him the events of the past
days and of how bitterly they had
been disappointed in their expecta-
tions relative to the miracle-worker
of Nazareth .

Why Jesus Died ?
Then this stranger—who in realit y

was the resurrected Christ—took oc-
casion to explain to them why He ha d
died ; that His death had been fore -
known and foretold by the Heavenly
Father, and was a necessary pre-
cursor to the Promised blessings tha t
were to come through the glory o f
the Messianic Kingdom .

Later these two disciples were re-
lating their experiences to others ,
and they said : "Did not our heart s
burn within us, as He talked with
us by the way, and opened up to u s
the Scriptures?" Certainly ther e
was good reason for the disciples '
enthusiasm . Now they saw that the
Master's death was not a tragic mis-
take, as they had thought, nor was i t
an evidence that He was not the
Messiah . Finally, the disciples cam e
to realize that Jesus' death was a n
absolute necessity in order for th e
world of mankind to receive th e
blessings of life which had been di-
vinely promised.

Later one of the disciples explain-

The doctrine of the Trinity wa s
first officially recognized through the
edict of Constantine, an unbaptized
Pagan ruler in Constantinople . It i s
another of those traditional miscon-
ceptions of God and of Christianity
which many will learn in order t o
properly appreciate the Creator, an d
recognize the justice and love that ar e
exemplified in His plan of human re-
demption and deliverance through
the gift of His beloved Son, the pre-
existant Logos .

The only passage in the Kin g
James Version of the Bible that
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seems to state the trinity thought i n
any definite way at all is 1 John 5 :
7, but this passage is omitted fro m
the Revised Version, and practically
all Greek scholars agree that it i s
not a part of the original epistle a s
written by the Apostle John .

With the older manuscripts of th e
New Testament writings now avail -
able for study by the scholars, thes e
spurious passages are readily detect-
ed, and this means much in gettin g
a more comprehensive grasp of Bib-
lical truth .

That Jesus did not consider Him -
self as one in person, and equal t o
the Creator ; or that He was Hi s
own Father, is clearly indicated by
His words when He said, "My Fath-
er is greater than I."—John 14 :23.

The disciples knew that the wage s
of sin is death—not life in tormen t
hence it was easy for them to un-
derstand how the death of Jesus ,
who had had been "made flesh" fo r
that very purpose, could pay that
penalty, and open up a way whereby
the world could eventually return to

harmony with God, hence to life.
But, prior to Pentecost, there was

still something quite mysterious t o
them about the whole affair . While
they now knew that Jesus, their Mes-
siah, had been raised from the dead ,
yet they saw very little of Him ; and
finally they left Him entirely . How
strange ! When last seen by them ,
He told them to tarry at Jerusale m
until they should receive further in .
struction through the medium of th e
holy sprit. Surely these things mus t
have seemed to the disciples like very
strange proceedings on the part o f
Him whom they still believed to b e
the promised Messiah .

Not only were those early disciples
themselves puzzled, for a time, b y
this further unexpected turn in
events ; but many since have misun-
derstood its true significance, an d
as a result have developed strange
theories . If Jesus did not cone to
establish a literal Kingdom upon th e
earth, then another reason for Hi s
coming to earth" must be discovered ;
hence, to many it seemed logical t o
believe that His coming, death, and

I t

resurrection, was in order that peo-
ple might be saved from the tortures ,
of "hell" and whisked off to heaven
when they die . But the Messiah is .
to establish an earthly Kingdom an d
bless all the families of the earth, in
God's due time, as we shall see .

As reasoning minds turn away,
more and more from the tormen t
God of the dark ages, they want to
know why nearly two thousand year s
have passed since Jesus left His dis-
ciples, and yet the world today rs
more under the control of selfishness ,
and has less faith in the Messiah
than ever before . Thinking minds
wonder why, if Jesus is to conver t
the world and save it from hell fire ,
there seems to be so little progres s
along this line ; and also if it be
the Messianic purpose to establish an
earthly Kingdom, and thereby bless
the people with life and happiness,
why that has not yet been done.

NOTE—The foregoing two ar-
ticles are Chapters 3 and 4 of the,
booklet "God and Reason" men-
tioned hereunder .

TWO TIMELY VEST-POCKET BOOKLET S
THE DAY OF JEHOVAH

Chapter 15 of . The Divine Plan of the Ages i s
wonderfully well adapted for public distribution a t
the present time. It is now published in vest-pocke t
booklet size, with appropriate introduction callin g
attention to the fact that it was written more tha n
fifty years ago .

GOD AND REASON
This 128-page booklet presents a brief outline of

the divine purpose for man, together with signs o f
the approaching Kingdom . It formerly retailed for
20 cents, but is now available in vest-pocket size
for 5 cents each . Friends who have seen copies o f
this new edition of "God and Reason " are enthus-
iastic about it, and we are hoping that its conven-
ient size and very low cost will contribute to a great-
ly increased circulation .

Special , Features and Advantages
On the outside back cover of these booklets is a

well-displayed advertisement of "The Divine Plan o f
the Ages . " Thus the reader is put definitely i n
touch with this wonderful text book on the Bible .

Their smallness helps to overcome the resistance
of those who feel that they "don ' t have time to rea d
a book. "

They are most convenient for reading on trains ,
trolley cars, etc ., and can be carried in the vest poc-
ket or in a lady's hand bag .

They can be mailed to any place in the United

States for one cent, and one and one-half cents else -
where .

You will be able to think of many ways these
timely little booklets can be circulated, such as 'send-
ing them to friends, loaning them to neighbors, at
public meetings, etc .—and the cost is so small .

Think of it : only five cents a week will put 52 of
these truth messages into circulation in a year !
Many will not be satisfied to give out only one each
week .

Both "The Day of Jehovah," and "God and Rea-
son," are priced at 5 cents each, in any quantity,.
postpaid . Address orders for single copies or more ,
to

THE DAWN
136 Fulton Street .

SCRIPTURE STUDY SETS
We are glad to announce that a limited number

of complete sets (6 volumes) of Studies in the Scrip-
tures are now available . These volumes are all i n
sound condition, although not as bright and clea n
as when first published. They are all cloth bound ,
but in getting the sets together it has not been pos-
sible in every case to secure them in a uniform styl e
of binding- . However, these sets are excellent for
personal use, or for loaning .

While they last we will be glad to supply these
full sets of Studies in the Scriptures for $1 .50,
postpaid to any place in the United States or Canada .

Brooklyn, N . Y.



The Sons of God

"For as many as are led by the spirit of God,
they are the sons of God ."—Romans 8 :14 .

ONSHIP in the divine family is a very pre-
cious heritage, one which has thus far right -
fully belonged to but a very few of earth' s
millions. Adam was said to be a son of Go d

( Luke 3 :38), but he lost his sonship because of dis-
obedience ; and his offspring, the whole world of
mankind, likewise, through Adam, were cast off fro m
divine favor . Abraham, although he stood very high
in the divine favor because of his faith in the prom-
ises made to him, was called merely a friend of
God . His natural seed, the nation of Israel, were
'dealt with only as servants ; and not until the firs t
advent of Jesus, were any of the fallen race give n
the opportunity to become the "sons of God . "

The natural seed of Abraham were God's chosen
people . Indeed, to the extent of their obedience t o
the divine will, they were His "peculiar treasure "
(Exo. 19 :5) but none of them was given the privil-
ege of becoming a "son" of God until the first adven t
of Christ, and then only those who accepted the Mes-
siah and who came into heart harmony with the dis-
pensational truth then due. "He came unto Hi s
own, " John tells us, "and His own received Him not .
But as many as received Him, to them gave He the
power to become the sons of God."—John 1 :11, 12 .

The Apostle John seemed specially impresse d
with this high honor which had come to him and t o
others, for later he wrote about it, saying, "Behold ,
what manner of love the Father bath bestowed upo n
us, that we should be called the sons of God : there-
fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Hi m
not . " (1 John 3 :1 .) Not only does the apostle thu s
express his appreciation of the high honor bestowe d
upon the followers of the Master by divine love, bu t
Le also reminds us of the responsibility that such
grace imposes upon us : "And every man that bat h
this hope in him," he continues, "purifieth himself ,
even as He is pure."—1 John 3 :3 .

Note, also, that sonship in the divine family during
this gospel age is possible only at great cost--cos t
of the world 's friendship and the honors bestowe d
by the worldly : "Therefore the world knoweth u s
not, because it knew Him not . " (1 John 3 :1 .) And
it should be remembered, in this connection, that th e
"world" which rejected and persecuted Jesus, wa s
-not the unregenerate and morally vile of His day ,
'but rather the religious world, made up of those wh o
'professed to believe in ,Jehovah, and to he guided by
'His counsels . Even so, it has been with all who have

truly been the "sons of God" throughout the age—
the world of the professedly ungodly has paid littl e
attention to them, but the religious world has contin-
uously manifested its animosity toward them.

Created Sons

Adam, before his fall, was the "son of God," be -
cause he was the creation of God and was given lif e
by his Heavenly Father . The followers of the Mas-
ter during this Gospel age are likewise God 's crea-
tion, His workmanship, as St . Paul declares, saying,
"For we are His . workmanship, created in Chris t
Jesus unto good works, which God bath before or-
dained that we should walk in them ." (Eph. 2 :10. )
Note the expression, "created in Christ Jesus ." St .
Paul voices a similar thought in 2 Corinthians 5 :17,
where he says, "Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature [one who has been created] :
old things are passed away ; behold, all things are be-
come new . "

These Gospel-age "saints of the Most High "
(Dan. 7 :18, 27 ) are "sons" not only by creation,
but from another standpoint also ; namely, by beget =
tal . John says : "Which were born [Diaglott, begot -
ten], not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor o f
the will of man, but of God . " (John 1 :13 .) Paul
agrees with John concerning the operation of th e
"will of God" in connection with the Gospel-ag e
sonship . We quote : "In whom [Christ] also we
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of Him who worketh al l
things after the counsel of His own will ."—Eph . 1 :11 .

The operation of the, "will of God," in this matter ,
however, is not arbitrary, nor irrespective of the in -
dividual's own part in the matter . John says that
this blessed boon of sonship comes "even to them
that believe on His name." (John '1 :12.) Nor i s
belief in the Messiah a visionary or indefinite thing ;
but rather, it is very practical, and is based upon a n
enlightenment of the mind through the "Word o f
truth . "

In Jesus' prayer on behalf of His apostles an d
those who would believe on Him through thei r
teachings, He said, "I have given them Thy Word .
. . .Sanctify them through Thy Truth : Thy Word
is Truth." (John 17 : 14-20.) The Apostle Pete r
confirms this thought, saying, "Who by Him do be -
lieve in God, that raised Him up from the dead ,
and gave Him glory ; that your faith and hope might



be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently . "—1 Peter 1 :21, 22 .

Not only does St . Peter affirm the fact that ou r
sanctification, or purification, is accomplished throug h
belief in and obedience to the truth, but he exalt s
the Word of God to a still higher position in the
Christ-life by reminding us that it is through th e
Word of Truth that we are begotten to sonship . He
says, "Being born [begotten see Diaglott, word fo r
word translation] again, not of corruptible seed ,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever ."—1 Pet . 1 :23, Compare
John 1 :13 .

A Standing of Sons
There is still another sense in which members o f

the true church become "sons . " Paul refers to thi s
in Romans 8 :15, where he says, "For ye have no t
received the spirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye
have received the spirit of adoption whereby we cry ,
Abba Father ." The Greek word here translated
"adoption" has the thought, literally, of being given a
"standing as sons . " This reminds us that the "new
"creation," is not new in the sense that new individ-
uals are brought into being-, for every "new creature
in Christ Jesus, " every one who is "begotten of God "
through the Word of Truth is called from among
the human family, the cast-off sons of Adam .

But through faith in Christ, and full consecration ,
these are again given a standing as sons of God, and
are to be exalted and given the divine nature in
the resurrection. St. Paul explains the philosophy
of this in 1 Corinthians 15 :42, 43, 49, where he says ,
"So also is the resurrection of the dead. It [the be-
ing, the identity] is sown in corruption it is raised i n
incorruption . It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory ; it is sown in weakness it is raised in power .

. . And as we have borne the image of the earthy ,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly ." True ,
in this transfer from the human to the divine plane ,
the body of flesh is destroyed, yet the identity of the
being is preserved .

Thus seen, it requires all these figures of speech
to convey to our minds the full thought of exactl y
what takes place in bringing into being this Gospel -
age house of sons . But whether as created sons, be -
gotten sons, or as those who were formerly alienate d
from Him and now given a standing as sons throug h
Christ, the Lord makes it plain that the work o f
grace which makes possible this blessed relationship ,
is all of the Heavenly Father, through the operation
of His holy spirit of truth . This is why the apostle
says, in the 'words of our text : "For as many as ar e
led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God . "
Yes, these sons must be wholly subject to the influ-
ences of God 's spirit, if they are to maintain their
sonship during this life of sacrifice, and be finally ex-
alted as glorified sons of God in the Messianic King-
dom with Christ Jesus .

So vital is the operation of the holy spirit with re-
spect to our sonship that it is said to "witness wit h
our spirits that we are the children of God . " (Rom .
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8 :16.) How important it is, then, for us to know
definitely whether or not we are being led by the ,
spirit of God, or whether, in our religious fervor, .
we are unwittingly following some other spirit . In .
view of the great variety of opinions concerning th e
plans and purposes of God, is it possible for us to
know definitely that God's spirit is bearing witnes s
to us that we are His children? Can we know def-
initely that we are being led of His spirit ?

To be fully assured with respect to the witness o f
the spirit, it is necessary to keep in mind the manner -
in which the spirit ' s testimony reaches us ; namely ,
that it is through the Word of Truth. The entire
written Word of God comes to us as a direct tes-
timony of the spirit of God . The Old Testament was
dictated by God through His spirit . The spirit o f
God inspired the perfect mind of Jesus, enabling Him
to supplement the Old Testament Scriptures by a

further testimony of the spirit, given through I-u rn ;
and finally the apostles, through a direct operation o f
the spirit inspiring their minds, completed the divine
revelation, so that in all this glorious whole of th e
Word of God, we have the spirit's testimony, reveal-
ing to us the plan of God, and the conditions upor i
which we may have a part in that plan, as sons o f
God and joint-heirs with Christ .

What God's Spirit Testifie s

Recognizing that God speaks to us by His- spirit ,
through His Word, it will be helpful to note, briefly ,
what God has been saying through His inspired .
mouthpieces, and then we can see whether or not
we are being led or influenced by that testimony
If we are truly the sons of God, being led by Hi s
spirt, we will be interested in, yea, enthusiastic about ,
the things which the Lord has spoken by His spirit—
the glorious plan which He has been carrying for -
ward to completion throughout the ages . If we are to .
be assured that God has spoken to us through Hi s
spirit, and is leading us by His spirit, it will onl y
be by recognizing the similarity of the testimony
that has come to us to that which He gave to His
servants of old .

The first time God spoke concerning His plan of
salvation was when He made known to our first par- .
ents that the Seed of the woman would some time
bruise the serpent's head . (Gen . 3 :15 .) This was a
testimony of the holy spirit . It wasn't very meaning-
ful to our first parents, because God didn't give i t
particularly for their benefit . St . Peter, speaking o f
the spirit 's testimony through the prophets, says,. .
"Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto them -
selves, but unto us they did minister the things vt'hic h ,
are now reported unto you by them that have preach-
ed the gospel unto you with the holy spirit sent down
from heaven ; which things the angels desire to look
into . "—1 Peter 1 :12 .

If the testimony of the spirit through the Old'
Testament prophets was given for the benefit of th e
Gospel-age sons of God, and we are aspiring to a
position in that glorious house of sons, should we not,
take an enthusiastic interest in that testimony ?
Through subsequent revelations of the spirit, that
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first obscure testimony is now seen to be a wonderful
promise of the coming Messiah, and of the life-givin g
work of His Kingdom. Note the spirit's elaboratio n
on the promised bruising of that "old serpent's" head ,
as it is given to us in the 20th chapter of Revelation
-one of the wonderful Kingdom chapters of Jesus '

last messages to the church .
In seeking to determine, then, whether or not God

has spoken to us through His spirit, and whether, o r
not, we are being led thereby, we need to ask our-
selves whether or not the glorious facts of the Mes-
sianic Kingdom, and of the blessings of life to flow
out through it, have been revealed to us . If so, i s
this glorious Kingdom theme taking first place in ou r
lives? Is our first-love enthusiasm for it continuin g
to inspire us with self-sacrificing devotion to God an d
His people so that we are gladly fulfilling the term s
of our consecration by laying down our lives in the
Kingdom service? Are we indeed, as suggested by
Jesus, seeking "first the Kingdom of God," or throug h
the years have we permitted other things, either re-
ligious or temporal, to crowd out from our lives tha t
Kingdom enthusiasm which was ours when firs t
God spoke to us?—Matt. 6 :33 .

God Speaks to Abraham
A short time after the flood, God spoke to Abra-

ham—another testimony of the spirit, recorded by
Moses—and it was the same message . This time ,
the spirit enlarged upon certain features of the tes-
timony so that we have the definite promise that Go d
intends to bless all the families of the earth . (Gen.12 :
3 .) This, too, was a promise of the Messianic King-
dom blessings ; and Abraham understood it, at leas t
to some extent, because the apostle tells us that h e
"looked for a city which bath foundations, 'hos e
builder and maker is God ."—Heb. 11 :10 .

Let us remember that this promise was given
specially for our benefit—a testimony of the spiri t
to us of this Gospel age, put in the sacred Word fo r
our guidance and encouragement—and to help u s
identify the voice of God as it speaks to us . Have w e
heard this glorious testimony of blessing for al l
through the promised "Seed"? If so, are we being
guided by the present-day import of that gloriou s
promise? Paul tells us, remember, that if we, through
full consecration, have been "baptized into Christ, "
we have "put on Christ," and because of this we ar e
"Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the prom- ,
ise ."—Gal . 3 :27-29.

Has God's spirit spoken to us concerning thi s
glorious hope, through full consecration, of being
a part of the seed of Abraham? And have we re-
sponded by placing our all on the altar of sacrifice ,
and are we continuing to yield our all to the influ-
ence of this testimony of the spirit—a testimony
which urges greater and greater sacrifices, until we
are completely consumed by the fires of divine lov e
begotten in us by this and other wonderful feature s
of His plan? If so, we can have this further assur-
ance that we are being led by the spirit of God, and
are, therefore, the "sons of God . "

In Acts 3 :19-21, the apostle tells us that all o f
God's holy prophets since the world began, foretold
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coming "times of restitution of all things," to b e
ushered in, following the second coming of Christ .
How important a testimony of the spirit this must be
that God caused all His prophets to record facts con-
cerning it ! Yet, how many millions of sincere people
there are in the world today who claim the spirit ' s
leanings in their lives but know nothing of thi s
spirit-revealed truth! We need not judge the stand-
ing of these before the Lord, but if we have hear d
the voice of the Lord speaking this glorious messag e
to us, let us rejoice in this further identification of
the spirit's leadings .

"If So Be That We Suffer With Him"

Another important testimony of the spirit, the
knowledge of which is a wonderful evidence that
God has spoken to us, is that mentioned by th e
Apostle Peter in his first epistle, chapter 1, verse 11 .
Here the apostle informs us that the spirit of God ,
through the prophets, testified of the "sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that- should follow . " This par-
ticular testimony of the spirit foretold, not only th e
nature and purpose of Jesus ' suffering and death ,
but the fact also, that the church must suffer wit h
Him, and upon the basis of such suffering, share wit h
Him the glory of His Kingdom .

Have we heard this vital message of the spiri t
testifying what it really means to be a Christian? Or
are we among the millions of nominal Christians wh o
vaguely imagine that in some mysterious way God ' s
Kingdom is now established in the earth, and tha t
faithful Christians, instead of suffering with Christ ,
should expect prosperity and health and materia l
happiness ? Fortunate, indeed, are we, if we hav e
heard the spirit's witness testifying to us that we are
the children of God, "if so be that we suffer with
Him."—Rom . 8 :17 .

The Spirit Testifies of the Ransom

In Isaiah 53, Hosea 13 :14, and other places in
the Old Testament, the spirit of God testifies con -
cerning the purpose of the death of Jesus . The spiri t
also testifies through the Word that in order for
Jesus to fulfil these prophecies, it was necessary fo r
Him to be made flesh "for the suffering of death, "
The spirit also reveals, in no uncertain terms, th e
exact identity of the Redeemer, that He was origin- -
ally the Logos, the "beginning of the creation of
God," the beloved Son of Jehovah . All these tes-
timonies of the spirit of God are stated in the Word
in a clear-cut, specific manner ; yet how few there ar e
who have heard God thus speak to them !

The Apostle John makes this particular testi-
mony of the spirit of God a touchstone by which t o
decide who are of the world and who are of God .
"Beloved," he says, "believe not every spirit, bu t
try the spirits whether they are of God ." That the
term "spirit" used here has reference to doctrine is
clearly indicated in the concluding statement of the
text which says, "because many false prop/Ws
[teachers] are gone out into the world ." (1 Jbhn.
4 :1 .) In verses 2 and 3 the apostle gives us a defin-
ite clue as to how we may know whether or not the
doctrines presented to us are of God . We quote :
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"Hereby know ye the Spirit of God : Every spiri t
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is of God : and every spirit that confesseth not tha t
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God : and
this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard
that it should come ; and even now already is it in th e
world ."—1 John 4 :2, 3 .

By the foregoing Scriptural test, all so-called "or-
thodox" doctrines are condemned, because none of
them contain the thought that our Lord literally cam e
in the flesh, "was made flesh ." (John 1 :14 .) The
nearest any of the nominal-church doctrines come
to setting forth this fundamental truth is the claim
that Jesus was God Himself, incarnate in the flesh .
But how about those to whom . God - has spoken
through present truth? Ah, how transparently clea r
this precious doctrine has been revealed to them !
Yes, here, again, we are able to recognize the spirit' s
testimony because it has witnessed of the same trut h
to us as,that which inspired the writings of the, pro-
phets of old .

God's Love Emphasized

The doctrine that the Logos was made flesh in
order to die for the world was one that seemed to b e
particularly near to John's heart . It was this beloved
apostle who, in the first chapter of his Gospel ac-
count of Jesus ' ministry, goes into such detail in
order to make plain the identity of the glorious Son
of God whose earthly life and ministry he records .
Not only was St . John dogmatic with respect to the
importance of this doctrine itself, saying that ever y
doctrine not in harmony therewith is not of God, bu t
he seemed to be particularly impressed with the man-
ner in which the coming of Christ in the flesh, to b e
man ' s Redeemer, revealed the love of God .

"God so loved the world, " he declares in John
3 :16. And when he wrote his epistle he neglecte d
not to remind the reader of this wonderful mani-
festation of divine love, and to hold it up as an ex -
ample to those who profess to be followers of the
Master . "We are of God," he says—"Beloved, no w
are we the sons of God "—"he that knoweth God
heareth us ; the that is not of God heareth not us .
Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit o f
error ." (1 John 4 :6 : 3 :2.) John knew, however ,
that the mere theory of Christ's coming in the flesh ,
even though we understand and believe it correctly ,
will not suffice for those whom God accepts as His
sons. No, this glorious doctrine must be translate d
into terms of practical reality in our lives, if we ar e
to have full assur ance that we are being led of the
spirit of God . The apostle continues :

"Beloved, let us love one another : for love i s
of God : and every one that loveth is born [begotten ]
of God, and knoweth God . He that loveth not know-
eth not God ; for God is love . In this was manifested
the love of God toward us, because that God sen t
His only begotten Son into the world, that we nigh t
live through Him. Herein is love, not that we love d
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to b e
the propitiation for our sins . Beloved, if God so love d
us, we ought also to love one another ."-1 John 4 :7-11 .
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We should not attempt to separate John ' s admoni-
tion to "love one another" from the doctrinal foun-
dation upon which it rests—as some seem incline d
to do. The apostle is not here describing merely a
kindly disposition which is possessed by millions o f
noble people in the world, and which can be mani-
fested in the life of an individual irrespective of hi s
religious conceptions . No, to St. John the love of
God was a very definite kind of love, a love that ca n
be appreciated fully and copied only as one under -
stands how it operated in the coming of the Logo s
into the world, and His being "made flesh" for th e
"suffering .of death . "—Heb. 2 :9 .

T,o St . John, this was not the kind of love that
would countenance compromise with respect to th e
truth, particularly the truth concerning the coming
of Jesus in the flesh . It was not a love which hin-
dered him from unhesitatingly declaring that ever y
doctrine that did not square with this great funda-
mental fact was not of God, but of antichrist . John
knew that divine love required him to expose the
spirit of error and uphold the doctrines of the truth.
He realized that to do this was an important service
of love, _which he owed to the brethren .

How meaningful are the apostle 's words : "Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love on e
another." (1 John 4 :11 .) God's love for us was
such that it prompted Him to give up the deares t
treasure of His heart in order that we might live .
Do we so love our brethren that we are willing t o
sacrifice our all, even the dearest things in life, fo r
their benefit? Are we willing to give up our hobbie s
of doctrine and practice . in order that all of our time
and talents may be wholly devoted to serving our
brethren with the great fundamentals of the divin e
plan as they are centered in the fact that Jesus ha s
come "in the flesh" ?

Knowing, and Being Led, By the Spiri t
When the Apostle Peter properly identified the

Master, saying, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of th e
living God," Jesus replied, "upon this rock [thi s
great fundamental truth] I will build My church . "
(Matt . 16 :16-18 .) ;While thousands of professe d
Christians today may use the word "Christ" when
speaking of Jesus, yet only those whom God is lead-
ing by His spirit are able to actually identify Hi m
as the Messiah of Promise, the One who came "in the
flesh" to redeem men and to prepare and establis h
a Kingdom through which "all families of the earth "
will he blessed . It was the spirit of God that testifie d
to these truths through the prophets, and if they hav e
been revealed to us now, it is because God, through
His spirit, has spoken to us, and is thereby leading
us and blessing us as His sons .

But if we are to maintain our position as "sons of
God," we must follow on to know and do His will .
His spirit of truth points the way, but if we are to be
truly "led by the Spirit of God" we must follow it s
.directions . Through the prophets, through ou r
Lord Jesus, and through the apostles, the spirit o f
God testifies of His great Kingdom plan for the bless-
ing of all the families of the earth ; and through these
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same inspired messengers, it also testifies that ou r
sonship in the divine family, as joint-heirs wit h
Christ in dispensing the promised Kingdom bless-
ings, is dependent upon our willingness to follow in
His footsteps even unto death .

"If so be that we suffer with Him," is the testi-
mony of the spirit . Is our enthusiasm for the spirit -
revealed plan of the ages such that it is leading us i n
the pathway of self-sacrificing and suffering? Is th e
spirit of God leading, us to look for opportunities t o
serve the brethren with the precious Kingdom truth ?
Is it leading us to spend time and substance in a gen-
eral dissemination of the truth in order that "breth-
ren" of whom we may now have no knowledge, ma y
be reached and encouraged thereby? If so, then
we have this additional evidence of the spirit ' s lead-
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ings, hence additional assurance that we are "th e
sons of God . "

St . Paul tells us that the whole creation is "groan-
ing and travailing in pain together until now, " wait -
ing for the manifestation of these Gospel-age sons o f
God. Has the spirit testified to us that the purpose
of our calling is that we may share in that future '
work of blessing? If so, it is another evidence tha t
God has spoken to us, and that He is dealing wit h
us. And if we really love God, we will love His plan ,
and be willing, yea, glad, to lay clown our lives fo r
it . And if this be the condition of our hearts befor e
God, we can rejoice in the blessed assurance of th e
spirit, that "all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called ac-
cording to His purpose ."—Rom. 8 :19, 22, 28 .

God's Providences
WO brothers in the truth were discussin g
Divine Providence. We'll call them John
and Fred :
"You see, John," said Fred, "my though t

concerning the Lord's providence is that it operate s
in a kind of general way . I believe that it has been
with the church as a collective body. It has pre -
served the church and carried it down the strea m
of time from Pentecost till now . But this idea that
divine providence follows the individual Christian
in the various details of his life is a matter that ,
somehow or other, I can 't seem to grasp . Now,
during this last preaching trip of yours, did you se e
any special evidence of the Lord 's providences ?"

"Yes, indeed, Fred, " replied John . "Some very
interesting things took place which I could not pos-
sibly ascribe to chance—even if I thought there wa s
the element of chance in the life of the Christian ,
which I do not. Well, about my trip : We had been
informed beforehand that Captain Parks would try
to kill our meeting . The captain was retired fro m
active life, but was the important, influential man o f
the place . Well, three days before the meeting i n
St . Martins, I chanced to meet him in a large gen-
eral store . I was putting out dodgers advertisin g
the meeting to take place in three days time . Just
then a mutual friend dropped in and introduced me
to the captain . The latter said, 'Well, Mister, I
don ' t fancy your meeting . We have enough church-
es in this town and don ' t need any more meetings .
I've been going to church all my life and I guess I
know all I need to know about the Bible . '

" I replied to him, 'Well, captain, that's fine. You
should know the Bible pretty well ; and it contain s
some exceedingly interesting things . There is tha t
Scripture being fulfilled,today about chariots ragin g
in the streets seeming like torches and running lik e
the lightnings. That clearly shows the times in
which we are living. '

"The captain said, 'I don't seem to remember tha t
Scripture . Just where is it?'

"Having a pocket Bible with me, I showed hi m
the place. He looked at it and said, `What does it
mean? '

"I replied that I would not then take time to ex -
plain it, but would do so in my Sunday lecture . Then
I told him of the prophecy concerning the great tim e
of trouble with which this present age will end . (Dan .
12 :1 ; Matt . 24 :21 ; ) Also the prophecy which says
that in all the land two parts would be cut off an d
die and that the Lord will bring the third part
through this fire of trouble and purify them, etc .
(Zech. 13 :8, 9.) Then there are various Scriptures
that prove to us that we are in the time when these
things are about to be fulfilled .

"The captain said, `Well, I've never heard of thes e
Scripture texts that you've just mentioned, although
I've attended church regularly. Do you intend t o
explain these matters on Sunday? '

"Yes, captain ; all these texts and many others
will be explained. We'll be very glad to have yo u
come and hear the explanations yourself .

"Turning to his wife who stood just behind him ,
Captain Parks said, 'I think I'll go to that meeting .
It sounds very interesting to me . ' And she replied ,
'Yes, and I think I would like to go, too . '

"Nothing could have been better for our purpose ;
for instead of opposing us, these influential peopl e
now were willing to cooperate . When Sunday after -
noon came, about three hundred people were in th e
hall, and they had come from within a radius of fiv e
miles . And would you believe it? Captain Parks
and his wife were there, and after the meeting invite d
us to their home to have tea with them .

"For the evening, we had planned a lecture illus-
trated by stereopticon slides and had announced i t
in the afternoon . There being no electricity in the
hall, we made our own light with acetylene gas . Bu t
for some reason, or other, we had trouble with the
generator . The afternoon service was over at 4 :30 .
Then two brothers went to work at the light to get
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everything ready for the evening meeting. But
here we were blocked, for the light simply would
not come on . The brothers worked with it for about
two hours, and then had to give it up ; as the time
for the next meeting was drawing near .

"Well, we went to Captain Parks ' to supper . I
remarked after arriving there that it was too bad we
couldn ' t get our light to work ; that it meant there
would be no illustration that night, and that the peo-
ple would be disappointed .

"Mrs . Parks said, `My son is an expert with acety-
lene gas. He is in that other room, but goes to th e
city in about twenty minutes from now . ' With this ,
she slipped into the other room, and then came back ,
but made no mention of what she had done .

"When we went to the hall that night, our appar-
atus was all set up and the light seemed to be th e
best we had ever had. George Parks had gone in
the hall and fixed it while we were at supper . And
we had excellent pictures . And now, just one more
incident and I am through .

"We did not leave for home that night till abou t
twelve o ' clock. So many wanted to talk to us abou t
the truth, that we were detained till midnight. Then
we set out on our twenty-mile drive . It had been
raining for a week and some of the low roads wer e
inundated and some small bridges had been washe d
away. Added to this, there was a heavy fog . But
the brother who drove the car knew the road almost
instinctively and had to get home that night. His
wife was in the car with him, and there were tw o
others of us . We had to go very slowly . After a time ,
the fog lifted and the way became clearer . We coast-
ed down an incline to a level road, and then suddenl y
we saw something loom up ahead on the road . We
could not stop quickly enough, there was a jolt, an d
we passed over it . Then, some fifty feet furthe r
along, we saw a man's felt hat on the roadside. We
got out and picked it up, then went back to that ob-
ject on the road . It was a man. We thought we ha d
killed him. He was just recovering consciousness .
We took him to a house nearby, where he came to .
and soon appeared to he all right . He said that a
car had frightened his horse, and that he had been
thrown out of his buggy . Then his brother cam e
looking for him, for the horse had gone home . Every-
thing turned out well . But we had passed right over
that man without injuring him—the cushion of th e
buggy had fallen beside him on the road and had
raised up the wheels of the car as we passed over
him, thus saving him. Added to that the man had
been lying straight out the long way of the road .
Thus, as I have said, our car passed over him with -
out touching him . Were we not thankful? I should
say we were . And as for chance, are such thing s
always chance, Fred ? The Bible says, `The angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him,
and delivereth them . ' If we believe one part of th e
Bible why should we not believe the rest of it? Di -
vine providence is a wonderful thing, and it is con-
tinually working on behalf of those with whom Go d
is specially dealing during this age ; that is, the mem-
bers of Christ ' s body, the church . "
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John was right . The Bible gives the most posi-
tive assurance of the workings of divine providence .
Law itself tends to eliminate chance, and the church
is under the divine law of love . Because of the fact
that the Christian is under this law, the apostle said ,
"We know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them that are the called ac -
cording to His purpose ." Paul did not say, "w e
guess, " but, "we know." He had gone very carefully
into this matter ; he had made interesting observa-
tions ; he had something upon which he could rely ,
and therefore he could say confidently, "i4Ve know . "

"I know whom I have believed," said the apostle.
(2 Tim. 1 :12.) How did he KNOW? Certainly
he had the testimony of the Scriptures on the sub-
ject, but his statement implies that he had the assur-
ance that comes of personal experience. When we
have been with some one for a time and have seen
him speak and act in accord with certain exalted
standards, we do not need to have some one tell us
about him. We know how he has acted in the past ,
and judging by his past actions, we feel certain as to
how he will act in the future . That was St . Paul' s
argument, for he went on to say, "and am persuade d
that He is able to keep that which I have committe d
unto Him against that day ." Sp he reasoned from
the past, through the present and into the future .
His logic was sound, and he knew that all woul d
come out well because God was behind the outcom e
of his affairs .

"He Careth For You"
One of the grandest things in the Christian life, we

believe, is that God is personally interested in us an d
is directing and shaping the affairs of our lives . If
there were no direction and supervision of this kind ,
our acts and deeds would be done in a more or les s
haphazard fashion ; for even when we do the best w e
know how, we frequently make mistakes ; and we
could not know how such mistakes would affect u s
were we not reliably informed that they are being
overruled for good. The idea that some person s
have, that the God who created the universe is muc h
too great to be interested in us, indicates that they
have a misconception of the divine greatness . Truly
God was not too great to make the pollen of th e
flowers, or the petals of the tiny sun-dew of the
woods . Jesus remarked that not even a sparro w
falls to the ground without the Heavenly Father' s
knowledge. God ' s very greatness . enables Him to
know all things and therefore to be interested in mat-
ters seemingly small to us . But the great plan an d
purpose of God is to subdue, finally, all things t o
His own will . He knows, in advance, the best way
by which this can be accomplished . Therefore, H e
planned that during this present age, He woul d
bring certain persons—the "first fruits of His crea-
t'ures"—under His will, and do so, not by any pro-
cess of coercion but by the drawing power of Hi s
Word, which reveals His love . What could be a
better plan this ? It is similar to the modus operand i
of the government of the United States, which before
giving instruction to millions of children in the public
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schools, first prepares certain persons to becom e
teachers, requiring them to be thoroughly qualifie d
and equipped for their work . It would be a foolis h
thing indeed, to pick out people at random for the
teaching profession, without regard to their ability .

So, in a similar manner, the Lord has His eye s
on those who are to be the future .instructors of the
world . It is of great importance that these lear n
the lessons imparted by the divine Word of truth .
It also is important that these have the kind of ex-
periences calculated to develop them in the righ t
,way . "He is like a refiner's- fire, and like fullers'
soap," said the Prophet Malachi . The refiner' s
fire must not be too intense. It should be a certai n
temperature . Even so, the Lord has said that H e
would not make our testings too severe but, with th e
testing, would also provide a way of escape. He
does not want the circumstances of life to crush us ,
but to develop us in patience, in endurance, in great-
er confidence in Him, and in the quality of an endur-
ing love—the love that "beareth all things . "

Our Invisible Helper s
With our natural eyes, we do not see the Han d

that is guiding us . We do not behold those force s
beyond the veil that are operating in our interests .
That they are there, we cannot doubt if we believ e
the Word of God ; for the Master said, "Their angel s
do' always behold the face of My Father which is i n
heaven . " And again we read, "Are they not all min-
istering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?" Mighty angels who
wait on God are interested in this church class, the
members of which are to play such an important part
in earth 's affairs . So we are not fighting the "goo d
fight of faith" alone, but we have the finest coopera-
tion in the invisible realm, even while at the sam e
time "we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritua l
wickedness [wicked spirits] in high places . " Surely ,
these latter would utterly crush us were it not for the
former, that is, the good angels who are on our side .
Truly "They that be with us are more than they tha t
be with them."-2 Kings 6 :16 .

The first thing the Christian lays hold on is th e
Word of God as his chart and compass in sailing
over life's rough sea . Then he soon begins to real-
ize that divine providence is working in his affairs .
Things take place in a certain way, and good come s
from that way . They might have occurred in some
other way. Joseph might have been left in the pit
and might have died there . He might have been
taken to some other country than Egypt . He might
have been sold into some other family than that of
Potiphar . The chief butler and baker might not
have been in trouble and might not have dreame d
dreams. Then Pharoah might not have had hi s
dreams. What a remarkable chain of circumstances
we find recorded in connection with the life of Jos-
eph . What intelligent person would think for a
moment that all these things came by chance? "But ,
says someone, "surely our lives today are common -
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place compared with that of Joseph. His caree r
stands out as a most unusual one ." And that is true ,
indeed .

But after all, is it the seeming or real magnitude
of the events that counts? Indeed, who shall sa y
just how important any event may be in tile sight o f
God? The Lord could have led the life of Josep h
just as truly and surely in a humbler way and with -
out eventually making him governor of Egypt . Ab-
raham 's separation from Lot was a small thing,
seemingly, but it led to important issues . Ah yes ,
we may well ask, What are small things ? and what
are big things? It will take the future to make thi s
clearly manifest . But every link in the chain of our
circumstances is important . Some writer has said,
"Some time we'll see that God might have led us by
a different way, but not a better way, nay, not s o
good a way; for God always does the best ."

Trust Under All Conditions

But perhaps some one may say, "Oh, if I coul d
only be sure that divine providence is operating i n
my affairs, that God by means of His guardian angel
is actually directing my life, how happy I should be .
I would not worry then, as I am inclined to do now .
I plan and plan, and my plans miscarry and every -
thing seems to go awry at times . And I get dis-
couraged, and it doesn't seen to do much good eve n
to pray. How can I become positively convinced
that the affairs of my life are not taking place b y
chance? Perhaps I do not love the Lord enough fo r
His providence to work in my behalf . I am just a
poor, miserable creature and don't amount to much .
Can it be that the Lord passes me by and attends to
the more important ones? "

Well, how thankful we are to know that God i s
from everlasting to everlasting, that He changes not .
He has always loved the meek and lowly ones an d
He still loves them. Of course, you know, dear
brother and sister in Christ, that you are not o f
much account, and we know the same about our -
selves . How bruised and broken we have becom e
through the Adamic fall into sin . Some indeed in-
herit a few more noble qualities by birth than d o
others, but such a possession gives us no claim on
God and on His grace and love . But the Lor d
looks down through these natural possessions, an d
sees through to the heart, and seeks to find it hum-
ble and kind, loyal to Him and trusting in His
Word. And so He is glad to deal with us, and H e
gives His angels a commission concerning us, and
He ordains that our lives be directed in a way that
shall mean the very best for us in the great final out -
come of things . He says that His providence shal l
daily work on our behalf until our cross is finall y
laid down and the glorious crown is received fro m

. Him who has led us all the way to ultimate victory .
We need to have a constant realization that Go d

is with us, that when we find ourselves in circum-
stances that seem very unpleasant, it is not a con-
dition of chance, but rather that the Lord for some
good reason wants us just where we are .
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Your place is not another's ; keep your 'own .
Your job is meant for you and you alone.
Remember this : God's providence is sure ,
And never fails if we the cross endure .

So on we go in faith, knowing that the Lord has
been very wisely leading us in the past time of our
lives . Looking back we can probably see this mor e
clearly than when we passed through certain tryin g
experiences. There is something about pain and sor-
row that naturally raises the question, Why? But
at a later time we can see why ; and then when the
next trial comes, we feel that we have greater fait h
to bear it . We realize that God has not forsake n
us, but is keeping and will keep His promise .

"For twenty-five years," said a brother in th e
truth, " God's providences have followed me in a
most remarkable way . There have been times whe n
I failed to live up to my privileges, and times whe n
the flesh was not completely kept in place, but tha t
did not change God 's leadings of my life and th e
manifestations of His providence . There is one
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thing that gives me great comfort, that even when I
partly fail in performing my part of the contract ,
God never fails to perform His . He evidently knows
how weak I am, and when I go down, He puts Hi s
strong arm under me and I am lifted up again . It
is wonderful to know that we have a God like that . "

Verily, "He knoweth our frame, He remember-
eth that we are dust ." He intends to stand by us in
every trying hour . As He said to Joshua, so H e
says to us, "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee . "
We are "safe from all danger while under Hi s
wings . " He is a Pilot who knows every square foot
of the dangerous waters upon which we sail . Let u s
take note of His providences, for we shall surely se e
them if we look for them ; and, seeing them, we shall
rejoice to know that He is assisting us in every pos-
sible way, and because of His daily watch-care ove r
us we , rest in the assurance that in "dtie time w e
shall reap if we faint not," and that "reaping" wil l
mean all the fullness of endless joy that He ha s
promised to those that love Him .

Fervency of Spirit Necessary to Overcoming
"Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord . "—Romans 12 :11 .

(From October 15, 1913 Watch Tower )

HIS text might very properly be transposed
to read : "In serving the Lord, be not sloth-
ful in business, but fervent in spirit . " The
primary thought, the central thought, is tha t

the Lord is to be served, and on this account we ar e
to be careful to learn what kind of service is accept -
able .

'We ask first, Why should the great Creator of al l
things, the upholder of all things, need our service ?
And the Bible answers us that God needs no service
whatever, that He is quite competent to carry ou t
His own plan, but that He is pleased to have the co-
operation, the sympathy, of His servants—not onl y
of the human family, but also of the spiritual famil y
--that God is not making an exhibition of His ow n
power, but that all of His intelligent creatures ar e
permitted to become more or -less participants in th e
one plan of which He is the center .

This is particularly true of the earth . God per-
mitted the adversary to overturn things, and has per-
mitted sin to have its course, in order to illustrat e
certain great principles that operate in the universe ,
according to certain laws. Whoever violates th e
principles of righteousness will have proportionately
an unsatisfactory experience, as sin is contaminating
and contagious . And so what might appear as God ' s
inability to control sin and its evil influences will ul-
timately be seen from a different standpoint—illus-
trating His Justice, Wisdom, Power and Love .

As some great business firm might say, Now w e
do not need any capital, but we will hold the balance
of stock, and allow some to go out amongst the em-

ployees, so that each one may be associated in th e
business—have an interest in the business ; just so
God makes use of capital, having plenty otherwis e
Himself . God therefore arranged the plan as it is .

In God 's plan, the Logos was to have the first op-
portunity of becoming man 's Saviour and of bring-
ing everything earthly to a condition of full perfec-
tion. God so arranged the matter that it would re -
quire a death to redeem mankind . God could have.
imposed a different penalty. He could have put a
penalty of ten years of disfavor, or what not, for the
first act of disobedience . But He did not . He put
the penalty of death . Then He made the proposition
to the great Logos that if He would carry out Hi s
plan of being the redemption price for Adam an d
his race, which would cost Him His life, He woul d
be granted still greater honors .

So the Logos left the glory that He had with th e
Father and humbled Himself to become a man and to
die, even the death of the cross . "Wherefore Go d
hath highly exalted Him." In this way our Lord
Jesus was permitted to be a co-laborer with God .
He was required to be faithful, zealous in spirit, fer-
vent in spirit . And we read of Him, "The zeal o f
Thine house bath consumed Me ." He was to be
self-sacrificing and not self-seeking .

The pictures of these things were given afore-
time—before He came into the world. As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so should th e
Son of Man be lifted up, etc . It required a grea t
deal of fervency of spirit to carry our Lord through
all the bitter experiences of His earthly existence .
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He needed to have a great deal of faith in the Fathe r
and a great deal of devotion to the Father . And the
fact that He overcame the difficulties shows that H e
had the faith and the fervency .

Who Shall Be Able To Stand?
But our Heavenly Father's plan is even broade r

than this . IIe planned that Jesus should have as-
sociates . And so the apostle declares that God, who
foreknew our Lord Jesus as the great Shepherd o f
the sheep, foreknew us also by Him—with Him .
And if we partake of His sufferings in this presen t
time, we shall also share with Him in the glories t o
follow. This was premeditated in God 's plan from
before the foundation of the world .

This feature of the plan began to operate at Pen-
tecost . Those who had already believed in God as a
Saviour, and who had tendered their hearts to th e
Lord, could not be accepted until Jesus ascended up
on high and made application of His merit for the m
-on behalf of all such. The holy spirit was given
at Pentecost . Immediately they were privileged t o
begin a service for the Lord-a service that wa s
made necessary in God 's arrangement. He could
have done without this service, but He did not—
He arranged to have this very service . He purposed
that a witness should be given to the world, to gather
out a people for His name, and that those who shoul d
give the witness should show their - faithfulness in
the trials and tests that would come to them.

The Father is seeking such to serve Him as serv e
Him in spirit• and in truth . Therefore He allows
the way to be made narrow by the opposition of the
adversary, the flesh and the world, so that none but
those who are fervent in spirit will stand the tests .
Others will not enter this work, or will fall out by
the way . They will say that it is too hard . If you
are God's servant they will say all manner of evil
about you . They will say that you are a hypocrite ,
etc . God does not cause the adversary to do this, bu t
He permits it, not because He is limited in powe r
and could not cause it to cease, but because He i s
testing all who would be followers of Jesus . And
He wishes to have no others in that elect compan y
than those who are fervent in spirit . Therefore ar e
there such services and such tests .

The Cause of Oppositio n
The great business in life of those who would hon-

or and serve the Lord is to serve the brethren an d
the truth . 'Everything that represents the truth thes e
soldiers of the cross are to uphold—everything that
is right, just, true . They will give their approval t o
such things and their disapproval to other things .
This is what causes the opposition of the flesh an d
of the world and of the adversary.

So, then, Christians have become dead to th e
world and alive toward God. Having thus been re-
ceived and counted in as a member of Christ, every
such one has as his special business the service of th e
Lord, the brethren and the truth . And according to
his abilities and opportunities is he to engage in thi s
business . And this is to be his mind or disposition
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—to serve the Lord . And he is to be fervent in
spirit, not indifferent, not lukewarm . As the Lord
Jesus was fervent in spirit, even so are we to be .
The fervency of His spirit for God and His arrange-
ments consumed His life . So it must be with al l
those who serve God—those who walk in the Mas-
ter's footsteps . This must be, necessarily, the chie f
business in life for these people of God .

How To Redeem the Time

It is necessary for us to engage in some kind o f
occupation in order to secure a livelihood . God has
so arranged in order to prove our faithfulness . Fur-
ther, as other people are engaged in these same oc-
cupations, laboring for the comforts of life, we are
compelled to compete with these to some extent . But
as we see .that we have a nobler business, we shal l
see to it that all these secular things in life are cu t
off, as far as possible, in order that we may have the
more time for the Lord's service . The old ambitions
to gain earthly things would lead us to ` lay up areas=
ures on earth. But the hope set before us in the
gospel leads us rather to lay up treasures in heaven,
"where moth doth not corrupt, " etc .

So this class do with as few luxuries as possible ,
in order that they may lay down their time an d
strength in His service. And the more they do thi s
the more they become copies of God's dear Son .
Thus, if any one is engaged in the carpenter busi-
ness—the same in which our Lord engaged whe n
He was a youth—he will say, How can I minimiz e
the affairs of life so that I can give more of my tim e
to the Lord and less to earthly matters? And s o
it will be his endeavor to cut off the desire for earth-
ly luxuries . More and more he will count the af-
fairs of this life as loss and dross in comparison with
the glory of the life beyond .

In proportion, therefore, as we imbibe the truth ,
in that same proportion will be our desire to be fer-
vent in spirit—in that same proportion we shall be
striving to sacrifice, to cut off, to devote to the Lord
this time and talent and energy . We do not think
that the Lord would wish us to be too particular re-
garding earthly things and waste valuable time . For
instance, we might say, I will keep this house as
unto the Lord . And we might give too much tim e
and attention to different matters about the house .
But the Lord is inviting us to choose the better par t
and not to give too much time and attention to pro -
curing and caring for ornaments and bric-a-brac .
Whoever would give too much time to the house -
work or to other earthly affairs would show that h e
did not appreciate the privilege of the Lord's service .

When we look about us, we find that all men nee d
so much and the household of faith need so much .
"What do they need ?" They need the truth . "Is
the truth then, to go now to the world ?" Yes, to al l
who have the hearing ear . There is a satisfaction
and a blessing in having the mind properly sustain -
ed. We would rather be without all the luxuries o f
life, and have this truth. We would rather suffe r

(Continued on page 26)
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GOD PROVIDES A LEADE R
July 11—Exodus 3 :1-1 2

1 Now Moses kept the flock o f
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest
of Midian : and he led the flock t o
the backside of the desert, and came
to the mountain of God, even t o
Horeb .

2 And the angel of the Lord ap-
peared unto him in a flame of ar e
out of the midst of a bush : and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not con-
sumed ,

3 And Moses said, I will now turn
aside, and see this great sight, wh y
the bush is not burnt .

4 And when the Lord saw that h e
turned aside to see, God called unto
him out of the midst of the bush ,
and said, Moses, Moses. And he
said, Here am I.

5 And He said, Draw not nigh
hither : put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground .

6 Morover He said, I am the
God of thy father, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the Go d
of Jacob . And Moses hid his face ;
for he was afraid to look upon God .

7 And the Lord said,. I have sure-
ly seen the affliction of My people
which are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of their task -
masters ; for I know their sorrows ;

8 And I am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and to bring them up out of
that land into a good land and a
large, unto a land flowing with mil k
and honey ; unto the place of th e
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the
Amorites, and the Perizzites, an d
the Hivites and the Jebusites .

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry
of the children of Israel is come un-
to Me : and I have also seen the op-
pression wherewith the Egyptian s
press them .

10 Come now therefore, and I wil l
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou
mayest bring forth My people th e
children of Israel out of Egypt .

11 And Moses said unto God, Who
am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh,
and that I should bring forth th e
children of Israel out of Egypt ?

12 And He said, Certainly I wil l
be with thee ; and this shall be a
token unto thee, that I have sen t
thee : When thou hast brought forth
the people out of Egypt, ye shall
serve God upon this mountain.

GOLDEN TEXT : Come now there -
fore, and I will send thee .—Ex . 3 :10 .

OD always provides a leade r
in His own good time an d
way. We remember how
He raised up Gideon -t o

overthrow the Midianites, and
David to overthrow the giant ,
encourage the people, and subse-
quently become their king. But
Moses stands out as one of the
greatest leaders of all time. IIe had
been especially prepared for leader -
ship. From the time when Go d
saved Moses on the river Nile, He
knew what He would do with him .

Then there was the matter of ed-
ucation to be taken care of, and
Moses had the very best instructio n
that the schools of the time could
impart . We are informed that he
knew all the science and the arts
of the Egyptians . Likewise he was
versed in the arts of war . He knew
how to marshal and to lead a host
to battle . He was thoroughly ver-
sed in statecraft . Doubtless he was
the greatest and best informed man
of the times in which he lived . He
was a man especially prepared of
God .

Just here some one may enquire
as to why God permitted Moses to
spend forty years in the wildernes s
taking care of sheep. Did such an
experience have anything to d o
with the preparation for his future
work? Doubtless it had . There
is a great ministry in nature for
those who can interpret and ap-
preciate the message it bears . Out
in the wide-open spaces and fields
and on the hillsides the mind in-
stinctively feels the greatness an d
sublimity of the Creator . Then
there is the grandeur of the moun-

tains "with sublimities that clothe
them with suggestions passing the
measure of men's winged and soar-
ing fancies ." There is a majest y
on the foamy clouds that bask in
the light of the vault of heaven .
And always the great wide open
spaces impress the mind with a
sense of vastness . Then we know
that

"The unwearied sun from da y
to day

Does his Creator's power display ,
And publishes to every land
The work of an almighty hand . "

To dwell out in the open halls o f
nature is calculated to draw the
mind away from little, trifling, sor-
did things, and to uplift th e
thoughts to the God who has writ-
ten His signature on tree, on flow-
er, on mountain and on plain.

The phenomenon of the burning
bush was one which God create d
im order to mark an epoch in th e
life of Israel 's coming deliverer ;
"The bush was not consumed," an d
Moses drew nigh to see just how
this could be . Then the Lord call-
ed to him, telling him to put off
his shoes. He had to walk very
humbly and gently on this ground ,
for it was holy. Then the Lord
tells him that He is not unmindful
of the afflictions of the Israelites ;
neither is He forgetful of the prom-
ises which he made to Abraham, t o
Isaac, and to Jacob . He intimate s
that the time has now come for the
deliverance of His people from
their state of bondage, and tha t
'they are to be led to a large and
goodly land—a land flowing with
milk and honey .

And Moses is to be sent to Phar-
aoh with a message from God .
What a privilege to be thus used a s
the mouthpiece of the Lord of
hosts . But Moses feels very diffi-
dent about engaging in such an en-
terprise; He is a very meek man ,
and he says, "Who am I, that I
should go unto Pharaoh? " He
thinks that the Lord might get
someone else more qualified than
himself . But the Lord gives him
assurance. He is God's chosen
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vessel for this work, and is fully
equipped and prepared for it . So
the Lord says to him, "Certainly
I will be with thee . "

And the Lord gives a similar as-
surance to His people today. He
has promised to be with them, t o
guide them and to assist them .
They need, therefore, have no fea r
of any evil that may befall them ;
for "the eternal God is thy refuge ,
and underneath are the everlasting
arms . "—Deut. 33 :27 .

QUESTIONS :
Name some of the leaders tha t

God has provided in times of emer-
gency.

In what various ways was Moses
especially prepared for his futur e
work of delivering God's chosen peo-
ple ?

Why did God send Moses into the
wilderness to tend sheep for fort y
years? Was such an experience g al-
culated to be of any practical value
to him ?

Does God sometimes keep us wait-
ing before He uses us in a special
way? Is there anything we can do
while we are waiting ?

What is the proper attitude of th e
consecrated heart when God tells u s
to do something for Him? What
qualities do we require to enable u s
to do the Lord's work in a manner
acceptable to Him ?

GOD ENCOURAGES
A LEADER

July 18—Exo. 3 :13-16 ; 4 :10-16 ; 5 : 1

Exodus 3 :13 : And Moses said unto
God, Behold, when I come unto th e
children of Israel, and shall say unto
them, The God of your fathers bat h
sent me unto you ; and they shall .
say to me, What is his name? wha t
shall I say unto them ?

14 And God said unto Moses, I
AM TIIAT I AM : And He said ,
Thus shalt thou say unto the chil-
dren of Israel, I AM bath sent m e
unto you .

15 And God said moreover unt o
Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto th e
children of Israel, The Lord God o f
your fathers, the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God o f
Jacob, hath sent me unto you : thi s
is My name forever, and this is My
memorial unto all generations .

16 Go, and gather the elders of
Israel together, and say unto them ,
The Lord God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and o f
Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, . I
have surely visited you, and see n
that which is done to you in Egypt .

* * *

Exodus 4 :10 : And Moses sai d
unto the Lord, 0 my Lord, I am no t
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor
since Thou hast spoken unto Thy
servant : but I am slow of speech,
and of a slow tongue .

11 And the Lord said unto him ,
Who hath made man's mouth? o r
who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or
the seeing, or the blind? Have not
I the Lord ?

12 Now therefore go, and I wil l
be with thy mouth, and teach the e
what thou shalt say .

13 And he said, 0 my Lord, sen d
I pray Thee, by the hand of hi m
whom Thou wilt send .

14 And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Moses, and He said,
Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother ?
I know that he can speak well . And
also, behold, he cometh forth to
meet thee : and when he seeth thee ,
he will be glad in his heart .

15 And thou shalt speak unto
him, and put words in his mouth :
and I will be with thy mouth, an d
with his mouth, and will teach yo u
what ye shall do .

16 And he shall be thy spokes -
man unto the people : and he shal l
be, even he shall be to thee instead
of a mouth, and thou shalt be t o
him instead of God .

* * *

Exodus 5 :1 : And afterward Mose s
and Aaron went in, and told Phar-
aoh, Thus saith the Lord God of Is-
rael, Let My people go, that the y
may hold a feast unto Me in the
wilderness .

GOLDEN TEXT : The Lord wil l
give strength unto His people .—

Psalms 29 :11 .
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OS~ES was without doub t
one of the most highly
qualified leaders of men
that the world has eve r

known, yet all his preparation fo r
his life's work, and all his natural
endowments would have amounte d
to nothing had God not been wit h
him . Moses was not forced int o
the position of becoming the cham-
pion of the people's rights. He
might have refused his commission
had he been determined so to do ;
but having once received sufficien t
assurance from the Lord, he then
went ahead with the task assigne d
him. The fact is that God was the
deliverer of the Israelites, and not
Moses. The man that God chose
was merely the instrument in th e
accomplishment of the divine pur-
pose .

It has been a cause of wonder-
ment to many that Moses was call-
ed upon to spend forty years in th e
wilderness before the Lord sum-
moned him to a special service. It
shows us that God takes time i n
carrying out every feature of Hi s
plan. He is not in a hurry, an d
something its being accomplishe d
while He is waiting . Four thous-
and years of the word's history
passed before Jesus was born, an d
yet the Scriptures tell us that i t
was "in due time ." And that is th e
way in which all God's works ar e
done. It takes time for the devel-
opment of plant life on the earth .
A tree does not spring up to matur-
ity in a day ; nor does a child be-
come an adult in a few weeks or
months . The poet has beautifully
expressed the thought thu s

"God 's plans like lilies pure
and whit unfold,

We must not press the close -
shut leaves apart :

Time will reveal the hidden
heart of gold . "

The lesson for all the Lord's people
is that they must learn o wait on
God, and then be willing to fall in -
to line with the divine operation s
promptly when it is revealed .that
the Lord 's appointed time has come .

Having revealed Himself to
Moses in the burning bush, the
Lord then tells His servant that He
intends to deliver the Hebre w
people from their state of bondage .
Truly, that was a joyous message .
No doubt, Moses had taken the
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afflictions of his people very muc h
to heart ; so it must have been a
matter of the greatest interest to
him that the God of their father s
was about to do something fo r
them. If Moses did not seem kee n
about taking up such a work on
behalf of the nation, it must be re-
membered that he was a very meek
than. He probably thought that
someone else would prove a far
better instrument than he would be
in God 's hands . This humility o n
the part of Moses, was, indeed, a
good quality ; for we are told that
"God resisteth the proud, but giv-
eth grace unto the humble ." (Jame s
4 :6 ; 1 Pet. 5 :5.) When people
are inflated with a sense of thei r
own importance and superiority,
the Lord will not use them . The
hymn says (Hymns of Dawn, 229) ,
"A broken and emptied vessel, for
the Master's use made meet ." That
is, we must be broken in the sens e
of being aware of our own un-
worthiness, and we must be emp-
tied of self and self-will .

Yes, Moses felt his own weak-
ness, and therein lay his strength :
for he had to depend wholly on the
Lord. "When I am weak, then am
I strong," said the apostle . (2 Con .
12 :10.) And the Lord said to
Moses, "Certainly I will be with
thee ." Ah, yes, that was the as-
surance that the meekest man re-
quired. When one feels sure that
God is with him, he need have no
fear as to the results of his efforts .
\When the Lord asks anyone to d o
something such a person is alway s
backed up by divine power . So he
need not hesitate, but should go
ahead in full confidence of divin e
help .

Today the body of Christ, th e
antitypical body of Moses, is de-
claring the coming deliverance o f
the world. This is an express
commission from the Lord . May
each one of us be faithful in such
service, even as Moses of old wa s
faithful .

QUESTIONS :
What was the great secret of the

success of Moses ?

Is God ever in a hurry? Wh y
does He take so much time in the
accomplishment of most of His
plans ?

How may we become best fitted

for the divine service? And how can
we tell when the time for action ha s
come ?

How does God encourage Hi s
people today ?

Has the church at the present tim e
a work to do similar to that which
Moses was called upon to perform ?
How is this work best accomplished ?

GOD PREPARES A PEOPL E
July 25—Exodus 12 :21-28 .

Exodus 12 :21 : And Moses called
for all the elders of Israel, and sai d
unto them, Draw out and take you
a lamb according to your families ,
and kill the Passover .

22 And ye shall take a bunch o f
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that
is in the basin, and strike the linte l
and the two side posts with the bloo d
that is in the basin ; and none of yo u
shall go out at the door of his hous e
until the morning.

23 For the Lord will pass throug h
to smite the Egyptians ; and when
He seeth the blood upon the lintel ,
and on the two side posts, the Lor d
will pass over the door, and will no t
suffer the destroyer to cone in unto
your houses to smite you .

24 And ye shall observe this thing
for an ordinance to thee and to th y
Bons for ever.

25 And it shall come to pass whe n
ye be come to the land which th e
Lord will give you, according a s
He hath promised, that ye shal l
keep this service .

26 And it shall come to pass,'whe n
your children shall say unto you ,
What mean ye by this service ?

27 That ye shall say, It is the sac-
rifice of the Lord's Passover, wh o
passed over the houses of the chil-
dren of Israel in Eygpt, when He
smote the Egyptians, and delivere d
our houses . And the people bowe d
the head and worshipped.

28 And the children of Israe l
went away, and did as the Lor d
had commanded Moses and Aaron,
so did they" .

GOLDEN TEXT : The Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be a spe-
cial people unto Himself .-Deut . 7 :6 .

23 1

OD was now about to in-
flict the

	

last

	

plague . He
had given Pharaoh plenty
of chance for repentance, .

and now He was to tolerate no
more opposition on the part of this .
haughty monarch. When we read .
that "God hardened Pharaoh ' s:
heart," we understand that God"
did not interfere with his free mor-
al agency in the matter, but that th e
king's heart was hardened by the
removal of the plagues in each
case . It is remarkable that kind-
ness and leniency will sometime s
harden the heart, but such is surel y
the case when the heart is wicke d
and stubborn and rebellious .

The first-born- ones were in
danger from the last plague—,
whether they were Egyptians o r
Hebrews . But God made provis-
ion whereby His own people might
be saved from this calamity . He
put them to the test of obedience
—the blood test . They were to,
kill a lamb and apply the blood to
the posts of their doors outside, and
across the top . The home where
the blood was thus shown would
be spared from death. Only the
first-borns were in danger. And
the first-borns were typical of th e
church of the Gospel age ; for the
members of the church are called
by the apostle, the "firstfruits of
His creatures." Gas. 1 :18.) As
the other members of the Jewish
household were in no danger what-
ever—the plague menacing only the .
first-borns—so the world of man –
kind is in no danger of final 'death s
at the present time ; for "judg-
ment must begin at the house of
God." (1 Pet. 4 :17.) It is the
church only that is on trial, and i t
is being passed over from death
unto life by means of the blood o f
Jesus, the great antitypical Lam b
of God, who will take away the
sins of the world, in due time .

If any one of the Israelites had
thought in his heart that the Lord
would spare his home without th e
necessity of his complying with th e
divine instructions, he would hav e
become terribly disillusioned . There,
is no such thing as gaining life -
apart from obedience to God. Dur-
ing this Gospel age, faith in the
efficacy of the sacrificial blood o f
Christ means so much to the Lord ' s
people that it gives them the stand -
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ing of perfection which is called
justification. But they must not
merely look on while others make
application of the blood ; they must
take the blood and apply it to their
own hearts . They must be able to
say,

"By faith the Lamb of Go d
I see

Expiring on the cross for m e
Iie paid the mighty debt I

owe,
He died because He loved

me so . "
Ah, yes, faith and obedience are

what God requires from all those
who would be passed over from
death unto life during this Gospe l
age . During the Millennial age the
requirement will be chiefly obed-
ience. Faith then will not be so
much in demand, "for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of th e
Lord, . as the waters cover the sea."
(Isa . 11 :9) ; " they shall teach n o
more every man his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying
Know the Lord : for they shall all
know Me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith th e
Lord ." (Jer. 31 :34.) But what a
blessed thing it will he to belong to
that number on whom "the secon d
death bath no power, but , they shall
be priests of God, and of Christ an d
shall reign with Him a thousand
years .—Rev. 20 :6 .

QUESTIONS :
Explain how "God hardened

Pharaoh's heart . "
What instructions did God giv e

the Israelites regarding the killing
of the lamb, etc, in connection wit h
the last plague ?

Why is the antitypical blood so im-
portant? Just what is the philoso-
phy bf the Ransom sacrifice ?

Is the world on trial for final lif e
today? How is your answer prove d
by the passover type ?

Can there be faith without obedi-
ence? Can there be obedience with -
out faith? Explain the relation tha t
exists between these two .

* * *

GOD LEADS A PEOPLE
August 1—Ex. 13 :17-22 ; 14 :10-15 .

Exodus 13 :17 : And it came to pas s
when Pharaoh had let the people go ,
that God led them not through the
way of the land of the Philistines,

although that was near ; for Go d
said, Lest peradventure the peopl e
repent when they see war, and they
return to Egypt :

18 But God led the people about ,
through the way of the wildernes s
of the Red Sea : and the children o f
Israel went up harnessed out of th e
land of Egypt .

19 And Moses took the bones of
Joseph with him : for he had straitl y
sworn the children of Israel, saying,
God will surely visit you ; and ye
shall carry up my bones away henc e
with you .

20 And they took their journey
from Succoth, and encamped in
Ethan, in the edge of the wilder-
ness .

21 And the Lord went befor e
them by day in a pillar of a cloud ,
to lead them the way ; and by night
in a pillar of fire, to give them light ;
to go by day and night :

22 He took not away the pillar of
the cloud by day, nor the pillar of
fire by night, from before the people .

* * *
Exodus 14 :10 : And when Pharao h

drew nigh, the children of Israe l
lifted up their eyes, and, behold, th e
Egyptians marched after them ; and
they were sore afraid : and the chil-
dren of Israel cried out unto th e
Lord .

11 And they said unto Moses ,
Because there were no graves in
Egypt, bast thou taken us away
to die in the wilderness? , Wherefor e
Nast thou dealt thus with us, t o
carry us forth out of Egypt ?

12 Is not this the word that we
did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let u s
alone, that we may serve the Egypt-
ians? For it had been better for u s
to serve the Egyptians, than tha t
we should die in the wilderness .

13 And Moses said unto th e
people, Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord, whic h
He will spew to you today : for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen today ,
ye shall see them again no more for -
ever.

14 The Lord shall fight for you ,
and ye shall hold your peace .

15 And the Lord said unto Moses ,
I\T herefore criest thou unto Me ?
Speak unto the children of Israel,
that they go forward .
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GOLDEN TEXT : The Lord shall
guide thee continually .—Isa. 58 :11 .

ERY soon after the las t
plague had been inflicted,
the Israelites found them
selves in sore straits. They

had come to the Red Sea, and be-
hind them were the hosts of Phar-
aoh in pursuit . It would be hard
to imagine a more perilous situa-
tion. It was then that the people
murmured. They did not seem to
realize that the God who had
brought the plagues was surely
leading them. Moses told them t o
have no fear, but to stand still an d
see the salvation of God ; for the
people' s extremity was the Lord ' s
opportunity .

And there are times when we ,
too, have to stand still and leave
matters in the Lord's hands . There
are times when we feel that we
have done everthing that lies in ou r
power, and we are obliged to tur n
to that great arm of strength that
wrought salvation for the Israelites
of yore. Probably all the Lord' s
people have similar experience s
at times as they travel through the
course of this earthly life. To
realize that all our , affairs are bein g
divinely directed should afford
great comfort and support to the
heart and mind . Verily "All things
work together for good to them
that love God, to them who ar e
the called according to His pur-
pose ."—Rom. 8 :28 .

The Israelites were guided by a
cloud that was bright at night an d
dark in the daytime . Such a mean s
of guidance, however, was not for
the Egyptians. Nor is the world ,
typified by the Egyptians, being
dealt with now. Nor do they un -
derstand the guiding power that
lies in the divine word of truth.
Nor is the deliverance of God ' s
people generally recognized by th e
worldly, even though it be a more
wonderful deliverance than that o f
the Hebrews from Egypt. When
the true Christian escaped from th e
world, he was glad to behold the
pillars of cloud and fire, and to real-
ize that the mighty One of Israel ,
who had. called him out, woul d
surely keep him to the end . True,
indeed, it is that we walk by faith
and not by sight . But the evidence s
which strengthen faith are many
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and afford all the assurance that the
Lord's followers require along
their Christian way .

As the Israelites murmured, so
do some Christians murmur afte r
they have left the world . The fac t
is that they experience trials an d
difficulties that they had not fore -
seen, and often they begin to regre t
that they ever started out upon th e
new life in Christ . As for the heav-
enly Canaan of their desires, i t
seems a long way off indeed, whil e
before them lies the Red Sea o f
obstacles which seem to form a
complete obstruction and behin d
them are the powers and force s
of evil, symbolized by Pharaoh an d
the Egyptians . But to them thei r
great Leader says, as did Moses t o
the people of Israel, "Stand stil l
and see the salvation of God ." H e
does not intend that they shall g o
back into slavery again . He wil l
make success possible for them ,
"for IIe is faithful that has prom-
ised." He has never forsaken Hi s
own loved ones, but renders them
assistance in every time of need .

As to what then took place w e
read : "And Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea ; and the Lord
caused the sea to go hack by a
strong east wind all that night, and
made the sea dry land, and the wa-
ters were divided . And the childre n
of Israel went into the midst of th e
sea upon the dry ground ; and the
waters were a wall [literally, a
protection] unto them on thei r
right hand and on their left . Com-
menting on this, Rawlinson says :

"An east or southeast wind a -
rose and moved the upper water of
the shallow bay toward the north-
west, while probably a strong ebb
tide set in at the same time and
drew the lower water southward ,
so that the bed of the sea was for a
considerable space laid bare . "

And so it came to pass that God
saved His own people and destroy-
ed the Egyptians. And His powe r
to accomplish salvation and deliv-
erance is just as great today as i t
was then .

QUESTIONS :
Explain the perilous situation in

which the Israelites found them -
selves .

Do God's people experience sim-
ilar difficulties today? If so, wha t
are these difficulties?

How does the Lord accomplish sal-
vation and deliverance for spiritua l
Israelites ?

What means of guidance are sym-
bolized by the pillar of cloud and of
fire?

* * *

GOD FEEDS A PEOPLE
Aug . 8—Ex. 16 :11-20 ; 17 :3-6 .

Exodus 16 : '11 : And the Lor d
spake unto Moses, saying,

12 I 'have heard the murmurings
of the children of Israel : speak un-
to them, saying, At even ye shall
eat flesh, and in the morning y e
shall be filled with bread ; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord your
God .

13 And . it came to pass, that a t
even the quails came up, and covere d
the camp : and in the morning th e
dew lay round about the host .

14 And when the dew that la y
was gone up, behold, upon the fac e
of the wilderness there lay a smal l
round thing, as small as the hoa r
frost on the ground .

15 And when the children of Is-
rael saw it, they said one to another ,
It is mania : for they wist not what
it was . And Moses said unto them ,
This is the bread which the Lord bat h
given you to eat .

16 This is the thing which th e
Lord hath commanded, Gather of i t
every man according to his eating ,
an omer for every man, according
to the number of your persons ; take
ye every man for them which are i n
his tents.

17 And the children of Israel did
so, and gathered,' some more, some
less .

18 And when they did mete it with
an omer, he that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathere d
little had no lack ; they gathered
every man according to his eating .

19 And Moses said, Let no man
leave it till the morning.

20 Notwithstanding they heark-
ened not unto Moses ; but some of
them left of it until the morning ,
and it bred worms, and stank : and
Moses was wroth with them .

* * *
Exodus 17 :3 : And the people thirst-
ed for water ; and the people mur-
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mured against Moses, and said ,
Wherefore is this that thou bast
brought us up out of Egypt, to kil l
us and our children and our cattle
with thirst ?

4 And Moses cried unto the Lord ,
saying, What shall I do unto thi s
people? They be almost ready to
stone me .

5 And the Lord said unto Moses ,
Go on before the people, and tak e
with thee of the elders of Israel ;
and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest
the river, take in thine hand, and go .

6 Behold, I will stand before the e
there upon the rock in Horeb ; and
thou shalt smite the rock, and there
shall come water out of it, that the
people may drink . And Moses did
so in the sight of the elders of Is-
rael .

GOLDEN TEXT : Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above ,

and cometh down from the
Father .—James 1 :17 .

RAVF_LERS tell us that th e
wilderness surroundin g
Sinai provides food o f
various kinds . However ,

no doubt the Israelitish hosts be -
came tired of the things upon which
they had been subsisting, and felt
the need of something more . Nor
can we blame them for this, eve n
while they are to be blamed for a
lack of faith in the Lord who had
so wonderfully led them thus far .
Evidently the Lord wanted them to
realize their full need so that the y
would be the better enabled to ap-
preciate the further provision tha t
He would make for them . God
hearkened to their cry, and sen t
them bread from heaven—not
bread baked in loaves, but a kind
of bread that they could gather for
themselves and which satisfied th e
craving which had caused them to
complain .

That there was something fir-
aculous about this manna is proved
by the fact that it spoiled afte r
twenty-four hours, except tha t
which was gathered on the sixt h
day, which remained good for
forty-eight hours . Thus they di d
not have to gather it on the Sab-
bath day. It was ground into a
kind of flour and made into bread
or used in other ways . The Lord
was teaching the Israelites to look
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to Him as their great Provider .

The antitype of the manna is th e
spiritual bread which the Lord ha s
provided for His people of the Gos-
pel age. This heavenly bread i s
the truth concerning our Lord Je-
sus, who declared that He was the
bread of life . It is the truth o f
His sacrificial death on behalf o f
the world, and of His resurrection ,
to become the "firstfruits of them
that slept." (1 Cor . 15 :20.) We
feed on God's manna as we take
the elements of divine truth into ou r
hearts and assimilate them deriv-
ing the nourishment that we s o
much need to make us "strong in
the Lord, and in the power of Hi s
might ."—Eph. 6 :10 .

As to the quail, it is known that
in the spring of the year larg e
-flocks of these birds fly over the
Arabian Gulf . Wearied by thei r
long flight, they fly low, so tha t
they can easily be caught by man .
The reading of Numbers 11 :31 has
been interpreted to mean that th e
quail flew within about two cubits
of the ground instead of covering
the ground to the depth of two cu -
bits, or over three feet, althoug h
the latter could be possible, for

quail have been . found covering an
area of many acres in extent, being
completely exhausted by their trav-
els . At any rate the birds satisfied
the craving of the people for flesh .

And thus it was that the Lord
provided for His people in His own
way, as He always does . It is not
for us to tell Him in what manner
to supply our needs . It should suf-
fice us that they are supplied . We
pray to Him saying, "Give us thi s
day our daily bread," and we
should always have the. faith to
trust Him and to know that H e
will do this. The Master said, "I f
God so clothe the grass of the field ,
which today is, and tomorrow i s
cast into the oven, shall He not
much more clothe you, 0 ye of lit-
tle faith? Therefore take no [anx-
ious] thought, saying, What shal l
we eat or What shall we drink ? o r
Wherewithal shall we be clothed ?
But seek ye first the Kingdom o f
God, and His righteousness ; and
all these things shall be added unt o
you ."—Matt . 6 :30, 31, 33 .

And so He provides us with the
spiritual bread and meat and water ,
and with all the necessary natural
things, as well . That is, He places
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them at our disposal, and lets us
gather them. He knows that it is
good for us to have something to
do in the way of serving ourselves
with the food He supplies . To co-
operate with Him is a blessed priv-
ilege indeed, and while we do so ,
we shall never want for any goo d
thing .—Psalms 84 :11 .

QUESTIONS :
Are the Children of Israel to be

blamed for wanting the necessities
of life? Were they blameable for
lack of faith in the Lord? If so ,
why ?

What proof is there that the man-
na was miraculously provided? Why
did God want the people to gathe r
it every day ?

What is the antitype of the man-
na? Should we gather our portio n
of spiritual food daily? Why i s
this necessary ?

Explain the matter of the quails .
Is there any antitype to this ?

Why is water used as a symbol o f
truth? What did Jesus mean by
saying, "I am the water of life" ?
He is the great Rock of our salva-
tion : must we daily drink of the
life-giving water that He supplies ?

FERVENCY OF SPIRI T
(Continued from page 20 )

the loss of everything else than suffer the loss o f
our being .

If everything else in life were taken from us, and
we were without a penny in the world, we woul d
still be rich toward God if we had the truth. And
so we all are needy in respect to this intelligence ,
this knowledge . When we perceive this, how could

Zionism in Prophecy
7 Copies for $1 .00

This 64-page booklet is brimfull of interesting facts
concerning the fulfilment of prophecies relative to the
return of Natural Israel to the promised land . In ad-
dition to the subject matter itself, it contains interest-
ing forewords by two noted writers, one an orthodo x
Jew and the other a Gentile . Additionally, on the out-
side of the cover page are printed glowing testimonial s
by outstanding Jews in the Zionist movement .

The new price scale for "Zionism in Prophecy" is ,
single copies, 20 cents ; 7 copies $1 .00 ; 50 or more to
one address, 10 cents each .
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we be indifferent to the telling forth of the praises
of Him who . has called us out of darkness into Hi s
marvelous light ! So, then, God has so arrange d
this matter that all who believe and become children
of God may have a share with Him in His great
work, And since we know these things, they becom e
a test of our loyalty and our love . And the Lord
seeing or not seeing this character in us will de-
termine whether or not we shall be associated in th e
honorable work on the other side of the veil .

FREE TRACTS
Tracts for personal witness work, as well as fo r

general distribution, are available for all who desir e
them, free . These tracts are small in size, makin g
them convenient for mailing purposes . Please feel free
to order all you are in a position to use . The following
subjects are now in stock :

"Coming Back From Hell Soon "
"Do You Know? "
"Earth's Coming Glory "
"The Coming World Dictator "
"The Hope of Universal Peace "
"What Is the Soul? "
"Why Not Live Forever? "

THE DAWN, 136 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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SPOILING SATAN'S GOOD S

QUESTION : In a recent issue of THE DAWN ,
you advanced the thought that one of the presen t
evidences of the second presence of Christ is the fact
that the nations of the earth are gradually being de-
stroyed and that this is one of the first things to be ac-
complished by the Lord at His return . How does this
harmonize with the words of Jesus as recorded in Mar k

3 :27, which read : 'No man can enter into a strong
man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first
bind the strong man ; and then he will spoil his house? '
Are not Satan's goods represented in the present order
of th'ngs? And if the Kingdoms of this world are :no w
being destroyed, does this mean that Satan is alread y
bound ?

ANSWER : To our understanding this passag e
cannot be used to prove either that Satan is bound ,
or- that Christ is not present because Satan is no t
bound . The important point to be noticed in the
text and its context is that which is being discusse d
as constituting Satan 's "goods . " Jesus had just been
casting out devils and healing the sick . The Phari-
sees accused him of doing this by the power of Satan,
the prince of devils . It was in answer to this charge
that Jesus made the remark about first binding th e
strong man of the house before spoiling his goods .

Evidently then, the "goods" here being discussed
have to do with Satan ' s reign of sin and death ; and
the deceptive influences of his cohorts, the fallen an -
gels. In Hebrews 2 :14 the apostle declares that the
devil has the power of death ; and this is why he must
and will be bound before sickness and death can end ,
and before the fallen angels will be restrained from
plaguing the bewildered world . The destruction o f
Satan 's kingdoms— "this present evil world"—i s
quite apart from the destruction of his "goods" re-
ferred to in Mark 3 :27, although the present work
of destruction among the nations of the earth is pre-
paratory to the full binding of Satan and the ultimat e
spoiling of his "goods " .

"SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND "

QUESTION : In Psalms 110 :1 we read concernin g
Jesus : "The Lord Jehovah said unto my Lord
[Jesus], Sit Thou at My right hand, until I mak e
Thine enemies Thy footstool ." Does not this indicat e
that Jehovah is the One who destroys the present order
of thi ngs, and that Jesus will remain in the heaven-
ly courts until His enemies, the "kingdoms of this
world," are completely destroyed ?

ANSWER : Jesus said, "Hereafter shall ye see
the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power,

and coming in the clouds of heaven . " (Matt . 26 :64 . )
This shows that the matter of sitting at the righ t
hand of God has nothing to do with location . As a
matter of fact, Jesus, no doubt, will always occupy
the place of chief favor in the Heavenly Father ' s
arrangements, even after His enemies here on eart h
are completely subdued . His second presence on the
earth does not at all affect His position at the right
hand of God .

While the passage under consideration shows clear-
ly that Jehovah is the One who takes the credit fo r
the subduing of Christ's enemies, we must remembe r
that in the divine arrangements, all things are of th e
Father, but by the Son. (l Cor .8 :6 .) The prophet
indicates that this rule applies to the destruction- o f
the present world order as well as to other parts o f
the divine plan, saying, "The Lord .[Jesus] at Th y
right hand, shall strike through kings in the day o f
His wrath . He shall judge among the heathen, II e
shall fill the places with dead bodies ; He shall woun d
the heads over many countries ."—Psalm 110 :5, 6 .

Jehovah is the One responsible for every phase of
His plan, therefore it is proper to speak, or to thin k
of Him as accomplishing any or all parts of it ; ye t
at the same time, Jesus is His executive, or active
agent in all His work : the One who opens the scroll ,
and executes its provisions . (Rev. 5 :5, 6 .) That the
subduing of Christ's enemies, as well as the enemie s
of God and of man, is not to be done apart from o r
independent of Jesus, . is also shown by the Apostle
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 :24-28 . Verses 25 and 26
declare : "For He must reign, till- He bath put al l
enemies under His feet . The last enemy that shal l
be destroyed is death . "

Thus seen, Jesus is the One to actively engage i n
the work of overthrowing the old order of sin an d
selfishness . That is why it is said that "then shall
all the tribes of the earth mourn" because of Him
(Matt . 24 :30.) That is why He is pictured as com-
ing in the storm "clouds of heaven . " Indeed, th e
present "heavens " are to pass completely away as a
result' of His presence, and it is manifest that this
passing will be accompanied by much "clouds, "
"thunders, " and "lightnings . " Only to the faithfu l
"watchers" do these clouds of trouble reveal the pres-
ence of the Master ; but ultimately the whole world
will recognize the presence of the new King, and wil l
say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ,
and to the house of the God of Jacob ; and He wil l
teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His
paths."—Micah 4 :1-4 .
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PAROUSIA—WHAT DOES IT MEAN ?
QUESTION : We have long had the thought that the

Greek word "parousia" translated "coming" in the
24th chapter of Matthew, and elsewhere in the New
Testament, really means "presence ." It is now claime d
by some that this word can just as properly be tran-
slated "coming" as "presence." Is this true? What
authority is there for the claim that it means only
presence ?

ANSWER : No qualified Greek scholar will admi t
that the word parousia means anything but presence ,
or a "being near," or a "standing along side ." True ,
Professor Wilson, for example, in his Diaglott trans-
lation, substitutes the word "Appearance," in his fre e
translation of 2 Peter 1 :16, but in his word-for-word
translation in the left-hand'' column, he uses the wor d
"presence" to translate parousia . Neither Professo r
Wilson nor any of the other translators of the ,New
Testament understood the manner of our Lord 's
second coming and presence, hence, in some instance s
they mistranslate -parousia as "coming . "

All the various forms of this Greek word have to
do in one way and another with presence, or a bein g
near . Paron, for example, is used in Greece today
by school children and others in answering a rol l
call . When one's name is called, and he answers
Aaron, he is saying "I am here . " Anyone who has
access to a Greek dictionary can readily verify the
fact that the word parousia, in all its forms, has to do
with that which is present or near, and never is i t
properly used to describe the future coming or ar-
rival of an object or person .

A very good Scriptural illustration of the prope r
use of the Greek word parousia is that of 2 Corinth-
ians 10 :10. St. Paul is here writing about his own
parousia or presence, among the Corinthian brethren ,
and says : "For his letters, say they, are weighty an d
powerful ; but his bodily presence [parousia] i s
weak." There is no mistaking what Paul means b y
these words . He has no reference at all to a future
coming to the Corinthian church, but to the fact o f
his being with the brethren there . In verse one of
this chapter, the apostle explains why his bodily
parousia was considered "weak ;" for he says [ac-
cording to the marginal translation] that "in outwar d
appearance" he was base among them .

Dr. Rotherham, in the earlier editions of his trans-
lation of the New Testament, in a few instances
mistranslated the word parousia as "coining, " but in
his latest edition he corrects these mistranslations ,
and in an author 's note explains why . We quote hi s
explanation, as follows :

"The sense of 'presence' is so plainly shown by th e
contrast with 'absence' (implied in 2 Cor . 10 :10 and
expressed in Phil . 2 :12.), that the question naturall y
arises—Why not always so render it? The more so ,
inasmuch as there is in 2 Peter 1 :16 also, a pecul i ar fit-
ness in our English word 'presence .' This passage, i t
will be remembered, relates to our Lord's transforma-
tion upon the Mount . The wonderful manifestation
there made was a display and sample of 'presence '
rather than' of 'coming.' The Lord was already there ;
and, being there, He was transformed and the majesty
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of His glorified person was then disclosed. His bodily ;
`presence' was one which implied and exerted `power' ;
so that `power' and `presence' go excellently well to-
gether—the `power' befitting such a `presence' ; and
the three favored disciples were at one and the same
moment witnesses of both .

"The difficulty expressed in the notes to the secon d
edition of this New Testament in the way of so yield-
ing to this weight of evidence as to render parousi a
always by `presence,' lay in the seeming incongruit y
of regarding 'presence' as an event which would hap -
pen at a particular time and which would fall int o
rank as a series of events, as 1 Cor . 15 :23 appeare d
to require . The translator still feels the force of this
objection, but is withdrawn from taking his stand upo n
it any longer by the reflection that, after all, the diffi-
culty may be imaginary . The parousia, in any case, i s
still in the future, and may be enshrouded in a measur e
of obscurity which only fulfilment can clear away : i t
may, in fine, be both a period— more or less extended ,
during which certain; things shall happen—and an
event, coining on and passing away as one of a series
of divine interpositions . Christ is raised as a first-frui t
—that is one event ; He returns and vouchsafes Hi s
'presence,' during which He raises His own—that is
another event, however large and prolonged ; and finally
comes another cluster of events constituting `the end . '
Hence, after a11, 'presence' may be the most widel y
and permanently satisfying translation of the looked -
for parousia of the Son of man ."

This is very convincing, as' it reveals that even
though Dr . Rotherham did not himself understan d
how the word parousia could properly be applied to
the second coming of Christ, as he understood th e
manner of that coming, yet his honesty forced hi m
to give the proper translation . Let us not, then, per-
mit our faith in the second presence of Christ to b e
weakened by the claims of some that the word par-
ousia can just as properly be translated "coming" a s
"presence," for it cannot be .

WHAT CHRIST'S PRESENCE MEANS
QUESTION : Now that Christ is a divine being, pos -

sessing all power in heaven and in earth, could He not
remain in the heavenly courts and carry on the work
of establ i shing His Kingdom here on the earth ?

ANSWER : This is a hypothetical question fo r
which no definite Scriptural answer can be given .
We may safely assume, however, that the all-power-
ful, divine Christ is capable of establishing the Mes-
sianic Kingdom in any way that would be in harmon y
with the Father 's will . With us, as students of the
Word, who are seeking to know the truth in orde r
that we may live in harmony therewith, it shoul d
not be important as to what Christ can do, but rather ,
what does the Bible say He will do .

Jesus Himself said, " I will come again ." The fact
that our finite minds cannot understand how a spirit
being comes and goes, or can be invisibly present doe s
not nullify the fact of His coming, or make it any les s
a reality . Jesus told Nicodemus that those who ar e
"born of the spirit" are able to go and come as th e

(Continued on page 30)



The Tower of Babel
It,
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'Babyd-

lon came into existence the people built a
great tower on the site where the city wa s

afterward founded . At least, they tried to build the
tower, and succeeded in building part of it, and thi s
tower Was called the Tower of Babel . You see that
name means Confusion, the same as Babylon ; and
there certainly was a whole lot of confusion at that
time, which came about in a peculiar way .

"Now when God made man, what did He tell him
to do? Who can answer that question? "

"Not to eat some fruit," replied Ruth .
"That's what God told man NOT to do," said

Uncle Eb . "But what did IIe tell man to DO? "
"To have power over the animals, didn 't He?"

suggested Peter .
"Yes, that's partly right . But in addition to that

He told man to be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, or cultivate it . In order t o
carry out this command, men would be obliged t o
travel around and go into other places and not stay
just in one country . The fact is that God wants the
whole earth populated, and this has taken a long time
.because the earth contains about fifty-two millio n
square miles of land surface ; and at the present time ,
of course, there are vast areas at the North and
South poles where no cultivation can take place be -
cause those lands are continually buried under ic e
and snow .

"Well, the people didn ' t scatter themselves abroad
through the earth, as the Lord had told them to do .
They thought it better to stay in one place and be -
come great in numbers and great in power becaus e
of thus being together . They thought out a plan o f
keeping themselves united, and believed that if the y
built a great tower it would help to accomplish this
purpose. So they gathered brick and mortar and
various other kinds of building material in prepara-
tion for this work . Then in due time they started to
build . Evidently they thought that they were doing
a very clever thing in thus disobeying the Lord .
Just how far they got with the job I do not know .
But one day, they suddenly found that they coul d
not talk to one another . What do you suppose hap-
pened ? Why, they were all speaking different lan-
guages . Now what do you think of that ?"

"I know a boy who speaks French, " observed
Peter, "and I can' t understand a word he says . "

"Of course not, " replied Uncle Eb . "'Well, suppos e
one of your friends suddenly found himself speakin g
French ; another, German ; another, Spanish ; and
still another, Chinese : now wouldn ' t that be a mix-
up? Just think of the confusion that would cause .
No one would be able to understand a single word
of what the other fellow was saying . If you happen-
ed to be playing a game, you wouldn ' t get very fa r
with it, I can tell you . And neither did these people
get very far with the tower of Babel . It reminds me
of a story which went like this :

"A Frenchman went to live in a certain village,
and moved into a house next door to an Irishman .
One day, the Irishman went over to the French-
man's house and said, `Mr . LeMont, will you pleas e
lend me your gridiron? '

'je ne 1'entends, ' replied the Frenchman, Now
those words are pronounced 'je ne long tongs, ' and
they mean, `I do not understand . ' `It ' s your grid -
iron,' said Patrick . `Just be so good as to lend it t o
me, and I'll be thankful to you . ' `Je ne l'entends, '
again replied the man from France . `Well, keep i t
then,' said the Irishman. So he went home an d
said to his wife, `I asked him for his gridiron, bu t
all he offered to lend me was his long tongs . '

"At a later time, on this site where God confused
the languages and thus defeated the purpose of build-
ing the tower, the city of Babylon was founded . That
king with the long name—Nebuchadnezzar—had th e
most to do with its construction and with making i t
famous . It had mighty walls of a great height all
around it, and so thick were these walls that two o r
possibly more chariots could be driven along the to p
of it abreast of each other . On the inside of th e
walls were the most beautiful gardens, built upon
terraces . Every street in the city was about fifteen
miles long, and the streets crossed each other at righ t
angles . If one walked or drove all along the top o f
the city 's walls, he would have to travel about sixt y
miles before he returned to the place from which he
started . A fine river—the Euphrates—flowe d
through the heart of Babylon, and was the means o f
bringing to the place the commerce of other lands.

"Babylon is said to have been the finest city of th e
ancient world . Yet the time came when Babylon fell ;
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for it was captured by the Medes and Persians led
by King Cyrus ; and because this king couldn ' t lead
his soldiers over the walls or through the walls, h e
did a very clever thing—he led them under the walls .
He did this by draining away the waters of the rive r
into another channel which he had dug for them .
Thus the bed of the Euphrates was left dry, and th e
Persian soldiers marched right under the gates o f
the walls into the heart of the city . So that is how
Babylon fell . As you know, Babylon means con-
fusion, and as I have said, Babel also means con -
fusion ; and you have seen that the name suits i t
very well because of the confusion of tongues that
was caused in a miracluous way.

"Now, then, today there is another Babylon, or
Babel. It is not a literal city like Babylon of old .
Nor is it a literal tower like the tower of Babel . But
it is a symbolic city . In one -of our, stories, I ex-
plained to you what the word symbolic means . I
told you that the flag of our country has symboli c
colors . That is to say, each one of those color s
means something. And so, when we speak of a
great city called Babylon that exists today, that
means something too . It means confusion, just a s
the tower of Babel and ancient Babylon did .

"There is great confusion in the present-day Baby-
lon—Christendom. Some people don ' t know wheth-
er the Bible is God 's book or not . Many persons
think the Bible was written just by man. Scarcely
anyone in modern, mystic Babylon knows what th e
soul is . That question would certainly puzzle some
of the most clever people . But you and I have no

; The -Dawn

trouble answering it . A great many people think
that God will torture millions of wicked people in a
great, place called hell ; but you and I know bette r
than that . Very few people seem to know just why
Jesus came to the world ; but you and I know H e
came here in order to die for all men ; and we know ,
too, that because He died and rose from the dead
and ascended into heaven, ere long He will have a
glorious Millennial Kingdom on the earth ; and
then all shall learn just wh . t the truth is ; and when
they find out that `God is love,' they will be glad t o
love Him ; and all right-minded persons will be glad
to obey His laws and do- the things He would like .

"It is a fact that very few people know about
Christ's ' earthly Kingdom. Many still think that
when we die we go to purgatory, heaven or hell . .
But if, God had no better plan than that, it would
be a poor one indeed . What people need is to have
life, peace and happiness right here on this earth .
People need to have homes of their own, and nice
gardens, and freedom from disease . I am quite sure . '
that no one enjoys toothaches or headaches, or back- -
aches, or any other kind of ache .

"Just think what the world will be like when
everyone is well and strong, and when no one wil l
die . When Christ's Kingdom is set up, the earth
will be such a grand and glorious place that no on e
will want to go to heaven ; for it will be delightful '
just to live right here. And that is the plan for men
that God always had in mind, only that it has taken
a long time to carry it out to its final completeness ;
and for that reason we still pray, `Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven .' "

WHAT CHRIST'S PRESENCE MEAN S
(Continued from page 28 )

wind, which we humans cannot tell from whenc e
it comes nor where it goes . The Scriptures are em-
phatic to the effect that Christ was born of the spiri t
at the time of His resurrection, hence, now possesses
the capabilities He described to the enquiring Nico-
demus .

Some seem to find it difficult to grasp , th e
thought of the Master's parousia . Just where is He ,
they enquire? Is He in the earth's atmoshere? I s
He in Europe, or America, or where? No one shoul d
have anymore difficulty in grasping the thought o f
Christ ' s presence, than to exercise faith in the Scrip-
tural promises concerning the presence of the guard-
ian angels of the Christians . And then again, Satan ,
a mighty spirit being according to the Bible, has bee n
present on the earth for six thousand years . We
have all accepted this truth, yet no one has ever see n
Satan ; nor do we try to imagine his exact locatio n
at any given time . We know he is present, how-
ever ; first, because the Scriptures say he is, and sec-
ondly, because we see the evidences of his deceptive
work .

Jesus spoke of Satan as being the "prince of thi s
world"—"this present evil world ." Jesus Himself
is to be the Prince and King of the "world to com e
wherein dwelleth righteousnesss . " Satan's rulership
has been an invisible one ; so will the rulership o f
Jesus . Satan's rulership, nevertheless, has been very

real and very effective . Likewise, Jesus' rulership
will be real and very effective .

According to St . Peter, the parousia of Chris t
begins while Satan ' s kingdom, the "heavens and eart h
which are now," still exist . Also, that Satan's king-
dom will be destroyed as a result of Christ's parousia.
We quote : "But the day of the Lord will come as a
Thief, in which the heavens shall pass away with a
rushing sound [like the roaring of the sea and waves ]
and the Elements burning intensely shall be dissolved ,
and the Earth and the works in it shall be burne d
up. All These things, therefore, being dissolved, what
persons ought we to he in Holy Conduct and Piety ?
--expecting and hastening the PRESENCE [par-
ousia] of the DAY of God, on account of which th e
Heavens being on fire will be dissolved, and the Ele-
ments burning intensely will melt ."—2 Peter 3 :9-12 ,
Diaglott.

We have accepted the fact of Satan 's presence be-
cause we have witnessed the workings of his evi l
empire . Now that we see his empire crumbling in
the downfall of the kingdoms of the world in fulfil -
ment of the prophecies concerning the result o f
Christ' s parousia, shall we not also accept His pres-
ence as now a reality, and wait until our own glor-
ification in the Kingdom with Him to find out just
how a divine spirit being carries on His work ? Joh n
says, "It doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but
we know . . . we shall be like Him ; for we shall se e
Him as He is . "—1 john 3 :2 .



SERVING THE BRETHRE N

HAT the church is in the midst of a sever e
testing period there can be no doubt . Satan
is endeavoring by every means possible t o
beat our courage down and to confuse us

with respect to the important issues of the Christia n
life . God permits this in order that each one of u s
as individuals may learn to properly apply the prin-
ciples of truth in our own hearts and lives, and :in-
dividually bring forth fruit to His glory . Along no
lines are the subtleties of Satan more manifest tha n
in connection with the kind of service each conse-
crated Christian is now privileged to render to th e
Lord, to His truth, and to the brethren .

We have learned, thank God, that it is not now
the commission of the church to convert the world .
We have learned that this is to be the great futur e
work of the church, when she is glorified with her
Lord in His Messianic Kingdom. By a distortion of
this precious truth, Satan attempts to make us believ e
that we have no present responsibility to let ou r
light shine out for the blessing of others .

VJe often hear the expression, "The chief work
now is to serve the brethren ; which is very true, but
it is often intended to convey the thought that at on e
time in the harvest period our chief work was no t
to serve the brethren, but to preach the gospel to the
world . Brethren, let us not be misled by "rea-
sonings " of this kind . Let us remember that the
chief work of the church has always been to serv e
the brethren ; in this respect there has been n o
change in the divine arrangement in recent years ,
nor in fact since Pentecost ; as both the sowing and
the reaping of the Gospel age have been on behal f
of the brethren. This is the chief work The Dawn
has always been interested in, and will continue t o
be interested in .

But when we speak of serving the brethren we ar e
not to take it for granted that all the brethren in ou r
city or community are necessarily only those wh o
are meeting with and agreeing with us . Here is
where we are liable to make the greatest mistake i n
seeking to determine what the Lord would now hav e
us do in the way of serving Him and His people .
At the beginning of the harvest period all thos e
whom we now consider our brethren were withou t
a knowledge of present truth, When Brother Russel l
and those associated with him, worked hard an d
long, putting on public meetings, distributing book s
and tracts, operating the Photo Drama of Creation ,
etc ., they were not endeavoring to convert the world ,
but to serve the brethren —those brethren, who,

through the harvest ministry, were enlightened with
present truth .

So, today, when the brethren, to the extent o f
ability and opportunity, engage in a similar work ,
it is not with the thought of attracting the crowds ,
but of reaching and serving the brethren. Many
of the brethren today who so much need help ar e
those who had been previously reached and har-
vested by the sickle of present truth . These, many
of them, by reason of the trying experiences of th e
past 20 years, are discouraged, and partially bewil-
dered. In many, many cases they are remainin g
away from all meetings, "mourning in Zion," an d
longingly listening for some clarion note of trut h
to reassure them that God is still dealing with His
people.

It will not do for us to boastingly say that we saw
clearly the issues in the present crisis of the church ,
and have been able to maintain our standing in th e
truth and before the Lord, and hence, that other s
should have done the same . If we are indeed stil l
rejoicing in the truth we have a responsibility towar d
our brethren who have not been so highly favored
by the crcumstances which have enabled us to see
certain issues and meet them in advance of others .
The divine principle of truth here involved is that
expressed by the apostle saying that "We who ar e
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak ,
and not to please ourselves . "

It would be most pleasing to the flesh to conclude
that all there is now left to be done is to keep our
own minds , refreshed with the truth, and to meet
once or twice a week with those who are in sym-
pathy with our viewpoint . But if we truly love ou r
brethren, our weaker brethren as well as the others ,
we cannot afford to adopt this selfish viewpoint .
If our love for the brethren is to be demonstrate d
by laying clown our lives for them we should see k
opportunities for rendering such service .

The command to lay down our lives for th e
brethren is one that has been imposed upon us b y
the Master Himself . To attempt to sidestep the
responsibilities implied therein is to go contrary t o
the terms of our consecration . This is an individ-
ual matter . It has nothing to do with whether or
not we cooperate with this, that, or the other group .
of brethren. You may not wish to cooperate with th e
brethren of The Dawn, or with any other grou p
of servants—and it is not at all necessary that yo u
should in order to be pleasing to the Lord—but don ' t
let this fact serve as an excuse for not laying dow n
your life for the brethren .
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Teen if one should 'be the last remaining
member of the church class on earth, the responsi-
bility would still be his to lay down his life for the
brethren—if for none others, then for his brethren
of the Great Company class . So dear brethren, let
us each one be on the alert, watching for opportun-
ities, individually, to sacrifice time and strength i n
serving our brethren . Many times the most arduou s
part of such service is the effort required to first . of
all locate our brethren who are most in need of
help . It is this phase of the service that has alway s
required the greatest effort . It was for finding the
brethren that so many million tracts were distribute d
throughout the early harvest period . It was for the
same purpose that so many other efforts were mad e
to broadcast the message during the same period .
And the most effective method to reach the brethre n
today is still that of a general dissemination of th e
truth .

In every city and town in the country where
there has ever been an ecclesia of Bible Students ,
there is work to be done—brethren to be reache d
and comforted . This is not at all an idle fancy .
Brei&iren everywhere are now falling away from
their former association, and need help . In many
cases they are being subjected to a bombardment
of false doctrines which deny the presence of the
Lord and other important doctrines of the divin e
plan . Shall not we, then, who have the truth an d
are still rejoicing in it, come to the rescue of thes e
faltering ones? Can we as consecrated children
of God stand idly by while Satan floods the mind s
of our brethren with doubts and fears, and not strai n
every nerve to rase a defense of truth agains t
his machinations in order that our brethren may b e
helped and blessed ?

One 'very effective method of reaching our breth-
ren is through public meetings, especially if th e
meetings are advertised in the newspapers, It need
not be a large meeting, but there should preferably
be two or three in a series . In Brother Russell' s

' time we had what was called Class Extension Work ,
which consisted of holding meetings in towns an d
cities adjacent to where a class was located, and
sponsored by that class . This same method of ser-
vice ,can be employed today, and where it is en-
tered into enthusiastically, some of our lost brethren
are almost sure to be found and comforted . As
noted in our issue of last month, another effectiv e
method of reaching and serving the brethren i s
that of advertising literature in local papers .

These efforts will, of course, automatically in ;
terest others, some more, some less . In some case s
new ones will be interested to the extent of making
a full consecration, thus becoming our brethren .
But while our efforts will constitute a "witness "
for the truth for all to hear, let us remember that our
chief object is to reach and serve our brethren ,
even as all the work done by Brother Russell wa s
for the same purpose . The fact that the volume of
work today must of necessity be much less than
formerly does not release us from the responsibilit y
of doing what we can, either individually or i n
cooperation with others .

The Dawn

Another effective method of serving as many of th e
brethren whose addresses are available is by send-
ing the printed message through the mails . Brethren
of The Dawn have been employing this method i n
recent months, and with very encouraging results .
It is our purpose to continue this effort as the Lor d
provides the name and addresses and the funds fo r
postage. Our list of names and addresses is con-
stantly growing, and we will appreciate the con-
tinued cooperation of the friends in sending these
to us .

But friends, whether or not you wish to cooperat e
with us in meeting the present-day emergency among
the brethren, do not neglect to serve in some way .
If you are still, rejoicing in present truth, giv e
others the opportunity to rejoice with you . Look
around and find what means of service you can
discover which will meet with your conscientiou s
approval, and then enter heartily into it . Prove the
verity of those inspired words, "It is more blessed
to give than to receive . "

CONVENTION NEWS FROM AUSTRALI A
The following report of a convention of our breth-

ren in Australia reached us a few days too late fo r
publication in the summer edition of Bible Student s
News, so we are glad to give space for it here . Re-
ports of this kind indicate that we do indeed have
brethren in these far-flung territories—brethren who
love the same truth in which we rejoice . The repor t
follows :

The Easter Convention arranged by the Adelaid e
and Gawler Classes (South Australia) was evidentl y
much blessed of the Lord . The almost forty brethren
present, including six visitors from Melbourne an d
one from Digby (Vic) and two from Murray Bridg e
( S . A.) seemed to fully appreciate the rich spiritua l
food set before us . It was just a little season o f
feasting together on the Word of God .

The Bible studies seemed to be particularly helpful ,
and were as follows—Rom . 12 :1-8 ; Col . 2 :1-7 ; 1 Pet. 1 :
3-9 ; and 1 Cor. 13 :1-8 . These passages of Scriptur e
formed the basis of our studies, one portion bein g
taken on each afternoon of the four Convention days .
Whilst the time allotted for these studies was found
in almost every case to be insufficient to deal with al l
the details of the verses, yet we believe the mai n
thoughts were well presented by various brethren, an d
nicely summed up by the brothers acting as chairmen .
We seem to get more real help in our classes when
each member comes to the meeting with the lesson
well prepared beforehand, with thoughts and Scrip-
tures bearing on the study, and when the chairman
encourages the brethren to free expression . "Counse l
in the heart of man is like deep water ; but a man of
understanding will draw it out ." (Prov . 20 :5 . )

The exhortations by various brethren were als o
helpful and encouraging . In this brief report we can-

not do more than mention the topics, viz ., "The Bal-
ances of Life ;" "Contentment ;" "What Doth th e
Lord Require of Thee ;" "Our Saviour ;" "The Gar-
den of the Lord ;" "The Lord Your God Proveth
You ;" "Put on the Armour of Light ;" and "The
Books of Life."
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COMING CONVENTION S
(Continued from inside front cover )

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,, July 10, 11 . Although
th s gathering is not announced as a General Con-
vention, it is mite likely to take on sonic of the char. -
Octeristics of such, an assembly . ; Some of the distan t
speakers who scree at the Los Angeles Convention.
will assist on the program . The convention is spon-
sored by the Bay Cities Bible Students, and will ,be
held in American Hall, 20th and Camp Streets, San
Francisco . Address inquiries to Mr . William Wood, held ,at the usual meeting 'place of the class, 2922 Ceda r
3605 20th Street, San Francisco ; Calif .

	

Avenue,' commencing at' '10- o'clock Sunday mornin g

NORTH BROOKFIELD, MASS ., July 18. The and 'continuing throughout Labor Day . All believer' s
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Ma i n .Street . Class Secretary, Mr . John Waytina, R .
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tie,, l;ugust;, .drdress Mrs . Henry Burdett ,
formation write the Convention ' Secretary Brother

	

eeretm?591 , I"3 .i ;20t,14,A-y-enue, Vancouver, B .C.
1, 0. Hudson, 24, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent, En g
land."

	

ST. LOUIS, MO . Request has been received that we
LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS

	

insert an advance notice that St . Louis will hold a
SEPTEMBER 4, 5, 6•

	

convention early in October . Class Secretary : Mr. J .

PITTSBURGH, PA. The Annual Reunion Conven-
tion in Pittsburgh will be held in October in the old
Bible House on Arch Street . The exact dates will be
announced later. Class Scretary : Mr. J. C. Jordan,
247 Greenwood Ave ., Pittsburgh, Pa .

ERRATUM . Under "Free Subscription Fund" in
our last "Good Hopes" report, annual subscriptions
should read "160 at $1 each'' instead of 44,

for ; a baptismal service may be mach. Address Miss
Norma G. Kitchell, 360 Third Ave, Brooklyn, N . Y .

CHICAGO, ILL :, JUNIOR BIBLE STUDENT S
CONVENTION . '' The young' peolole are making plan ~
fox a general gathering over the Labor Day week en d
and promise, fu 'r'ther details forthe August issu e
Further information may , be obtained by addressin g
Miss Sophia Durka," 1916 So . Christiana Avenue ,
Chicago Ill .

MINNEAPOLIS, 'T/;~INN. This gathering will, b e

BROOKLYN, N. Y . The friends in Brooklyn are B . Bernoudy, 7033 Lindel Blvd . St . Louis, Mo .
looking forward to this being the biggest and bes t
convention they have had since the first annua l
convention held seven years ago . A hearty welcom e
is extended to all who love the Lord, the truth and
the brethren . All sessions will be held at the usua l
location, Lecture Room, 109 Remsen Street, corne r
of Henry, near Borough Hall, Brooklyn . Any friend s
desiring to be immersed at the convention are requested
to advise us immediately in order that arrangements
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Co Go the %criptutez QLlearlp reach
That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God "

—peculiarly . :"', !His -workmanship"; that its' construe-
tionhasbeen in progress throughout the Gospel age-
ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which ,
when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all peo-
ple," and they find access to Him .—1 Cor. 3:16,17;
Eph. 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :29 .

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing ,
of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin ,
progresses ; and when the last of these "living stones,''
"elect and precious,shall have been made ready, th e
great Master Workman will bring all together in th e
First Resurrection ; and the Temple shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between God an d
men throughout the Millennium .---Rev. 15 :5-8.

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and th e
World, lies in the fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grac e
of. God, tasted death for every man," "a ransom fo r
all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every
man that eometh into the world," "in due time."—
Pleb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6 .

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like
her Lord, "see Him as He is," be a "partaker of the
divine nature," and share His glory as His joint-heir.
-1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8:17;2 Pet. 1 :4 .

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service ; t o
develop in herself every grace ; to be God's witness to
the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age :—Eph. 4 :12 ; Matt. 24 :14 ;_ Rev . 1 :6 ;
20 :6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all b y
Christ's Millennial Kingdom-the restitution of al l
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient ,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glorifie d
Church-when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35 .
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