Lesson 48

Jerusalem Desolated Seventy Years

The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you ... [it] is to be
holy for you.—Leviticus 25:11,12

he Jewish nation was to keep a Sabbath every seven years

when they would let the land rest for a full year (Leviticus
25:1-7). Every fiftieth year was a jubilee year. During this jubilee
year these rules were to be followed:

1. Slaves were set free—liberty was proclaimed for all the Isra-
elites who were in bondage to any of their countrymen.

2. All debts were canceled—the land and other possessions
were to be returned to those who had been compelled to sell them
because of poverty.

3. The land was to rest—no sowing, no reaping, no pruning of
vineyards. Spontaneous or natural growth was to be left for the
poor and the traveler (Leviticus 25:8-16).

The Israelites, like many people, were selfish. They did not
want to lose money on land they had acquired during the forty-
nine years. So they only kept the jubilees halfheartedly, and
eventually they did not keep them at all.

When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took King Zedekiah
and his people captive to Babylon, this conquering monarch
destroyed Jerusalem and destroyed the temple with fire. The city
lay desolate for seventy years. The city’s desolation was God’s
punishment upon the Israelites for not properly keeping their
jubilee years.

The Israelites did not understand how important it was to keep
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the jubilees; they did not know it was a picture of a grander time
to come in God’s plan.

The number seven is closely connected with all God’s works
and plans. It pictures perfection—and God will eventually have
everything perfect. This will be after the times of restitution,
which is when all mankind will come back in the resurrection and
learn to live in accordance with God’s laws in the Millennial age
(Isaiah 35). How wonderful to think of a perfect earth filled with
perfect people! This was God’s plan from the beginning.

Every fiftieth year was a jubilee year.

97



	BSL MAIN MENU
	Adam to Zion Book
	Preface
	Lesson 1 - God's Glory in the Heavens
	Lesson 2 - The First Day of Creation
	Lesson 3 - The Second Day of Creation
	Lesson 4 - The Third Day of Creation
	Lesson 5 - The Fourth Day of Creation
	Lesson 6 - The Fifth Day of Creation
	Lesson 7 - The Sixth Day of Creation
	Lesson 8 - The Seventh Day of Creation
	Lesson 9 - Mother Eve Created
	Lesson 10 - Mother Eve Beguiled
	Lesson 11 - Expulsion From Eden
	Lesson 12 - Pride, Jealousy, Anger, Murder
	Lesson 13 - Abel, the First Martyr
	Lesson 14 - Sorrow and Mourning Begun
	Lesson 15 - Sons of God, Daughters of Men
	Lesson 16 - While the Ark was Preparing
	Lesson 17 - Nephilim Destroyed
	Lesson 18 - The End of That Age
	Lesson 19 - The Rainbow Pledge
	Lesson 20 - Demigods of Greece and Egypt
	Lesson 21 - From Adam to Moses
	Lesson 22 - The Tower of Babel
	Lesson 23 - Abraham, God's Friend
	Lesson 24 - The Destruction of Sodom
	Lesson 25 - Melchizedek, Priest and King
	Lesson 26 - Job's Adversity and Restitution
	Lesson 27 - Seeking a Bride for Isaac
	Lesson 28 - Jacob's Ladder Dream
	Lesson 29 - Joseph's Coat Identified
	Lesson 30 - Joseph Sold Into Egypt
	Lesson 31 - Joseph and His Brethren
	Lesson 32 - Moses the Deliverer
	Lesson 33 - Let My People Go
	Lesson 34 - Israel's Wilderness Experiences
	Lesson 35 - The Law Covenant at Mt. Sinai
	Lesson 36 - The Typical Tabernacle
	Lesson 37 - Crossing the Jordan
	Lesson 38 - Conquest of Canaan
	Lesson 39 - Anointing of David
	Lesson 40 - Jealousy of Saul
	Lesson 41 - Saul Disobeys God
	Lesson 42 - The Witch of Endor
	Lesson 43 - David Reproved
	Lesson 44 - Solomon in All His Glory
	Lesson 45 - The Temple
	Lesson 46 - Elijah and the Priests of Baal
	Lesson 47 - Zedekiah: Last King of David's Line
	Lesson 48 - Jerusalem Desolated Seventy Years
	Lesson 49 - Daniel Interprets a Dream
	Lesson 50 - Daniel's Dream of Great Beasts
	Lesson 51 - The Fall of Babylon
	Lesson 52 - Kings Darius and Cyrus
	Lesson 53 - The Valley of Dry Bones
	Lesson 54 - The Logos Made Flesh
	Lesson 55 - Tidings of Great Joy
	Lesson 56 - John the Forerunner
	Lesson 57 - The Baptism of Jesus
	Lesson 58 - Gospel of the Kingdom
	Lesson 59 - Parables of the Kingdom
	Lesson 60 - Two Parables
	Lesson 61 - Awakening
	Lesson 62 - Judgment
	Lesson 63 - Second Death
	Lesson 64 - Illustrations of the Kingdom
	Lesson 65 - Hosanna in the Highest
	Lesson 66 - The Cost of the Kingdom
	Lesson 67 - The Memorial Supper
	Lesson 68 - Behold the Man
	Lesson 69 - The Crucifixion
	Lesson 70 - The Empty Tomb
	Lesson 71 - No Longer Flesh
	Lesson 72 - Pentecostal Rest
	Lesson 73 - Pentecostal Preaching
	Lesson 74 - The Apostle Paul
	Lesson 75 - The Apostle Peter
	Lesson 76 - The Church at Antioch
	Lesson 77 - Berean Bible Students
	Lesson 78 - The Holy Roman Empire
	Lesson 79 - The Middle Ages
	Lesson 80 - Reformers
	Lesson 81 - The Inquisition
	Lesson 82 - The Wesleys
	Lesson 83 - Pilgrims and Pacifists
	Lesson 84 - Higher Critics
	Lesson 85 - Church of the Living God
	Lesson 86 - Christianity Moves Westward
	Lesson 87 - Many Shall Run To and Fro
	Lesson 88 - Knowledge Shall Be Increased
	Lesson 89 - A Time of Trouble
	Lesson 90 - The Church, Militant, Triumphant
	Lesson 91 - New Heavens and New Earth
	Lesson 92 - The Desert Shall Blossom
	Lesson 93 - Hallelujah Chorus and Ages to Come




