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Highlights of Dawn
Peace Through th e

New "Establishment"
A resume of a public address given at the General Con-
vention of Bible Students, at Indiana University, August 10 .

"In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountai n
of the house of the Lord shall be established in the for o f
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow unto it . And many nations shall come, and
say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ,
and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach u s
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : for the law shal l
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem .
And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke stron g
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plow -
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shal l
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more . But they shall sit every man under his vin e
and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid :
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it ."

—Micah 4:1-4

TO SAY that we are living in a changing world would b e
the understatement of the year. Some of the changes tak-
ing place are the result of science and invention . There i s
an unprecedented increase in knowledge taking place . It

is said that the total knowledge of the world is today dou -
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bling every ten years . This increase of knowledge inevitabl y
leads to change and to an ever-increasing demand fo r
more change .

Two world wars in a little over thirty years have led t o
revolutionary changes in most of the governments of th e
world. But still the enlightened people of this generation
are not satisfied, and are clamoring for even more drasti c
changes . Dissident groups of students are demanding tha t
changes be made in operating policies of the higher insti-
tutions of learning. Labor wants to have more voice in the
management of industry. There is a general insistence up -
on change in almost all segments of the present socia l
order, including the religious .

In this great "pust" for change, the word "establish-
ment" has come into general use as describing the present
status quo of institutions--governmental and otherwise —
which the dissidents would like to see changed . An estab-
lishment is that which has been established, whether it b e
a government, a church, a college, or a business . It is the
sum total of all these various "establishments" which con-
stitutes our social order, and the clamoring for change in
the "establishment" is an outcry against the social order .

This present-day use of the word "establishment" carrie s
with it a connotation of unsatisfactory conditions, if no t
outright evil . The implication often is that because a col-
lege, or a business, or a government is firmly established ,
it cannot be serving the best interests of those concerned .
In the present world-wide clamor for change little consid-
eration is given to the possibility that there could be a
truly good and just "establishment . "

Little would be accomplished to argue this point . It i s
well to note, however, that no institution can be all bad ,
and that all of them are as good or as bad as the peopl e
who control them. While we are living in a time of in -
creasing crime, we believe that even now the majority o f
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humans would rather do good than harm, and in most
cases the "establishments" which many would like to see
destroyed are controlled by people who make up this
majority .

However, there is a common defect in most humans o n
the earth today, which is that selfishness is the motivating
principle that largely controls their thoughts and actions .
It has been thus since our first parents transgressed God' s
law back in the Garden of Eden, and the marvelous in -
crease of knowledge has done nothing to eradicate selfish-
ness from the human heart . Only the Lord is able to d o
this, and he will do it in his own due time . He will do it
through the establishing and functioning of his long-prom-
ised messianic kingdom .

The Last Days

In the passage of Scripture heading this article we are
informed of what the Lord promises to do for the people
in "the last days" and of the blessings to which this wil l
lead. However, these are not the "last days" of the exist-
ence of the planet Earth on which we live . It is an expres-
sion which describes a period of human experience when
man-made governments and institutions are set aside and
Christ becomes Ruler over the people . These "last days"
are depicted in prophecy as a time of distress upon the
nations, and upon human institutions in general . It seems
evident that we are even now in this period of distress ,
which is described in another prophecy as "a time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation."—
Dan. 12 : 1

The Prophet Micah assures us that "in the last days i t
shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of th e
Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
it shall be exalted above the hills ; and people shall flow
unto it ." (Micah 4 :1) Here we have the use of very mean-
ingful symbolic language in which the Lord likens hi s
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kingdom, or rulership over the people, to a "mountain . "
Any devout Israelite in the ancient time when this proph-
ecy was first recorded would understand this language .
He would know that the "mountain" of the Lord was th e
government of the Lord, because God ruled his people
Israel from a mountain—Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. This
typical "mountain" of the Lord was overthrown in 606 B .C .
when Israel's last king, Zedekiah, was overthrown, and the
Israelites taken captive to Babylon .

Thus, when the Lord said that he would, in due time ,
establish his "mountain" it clearly was a promise of his
coming kingdom, or government, which, according t o
Isaiah 9 :6 would be on the "shoulder" of the promise d
Prince of Peace . And note the language used—this moun-
tain was to be "established." That which is established is
an establishment, and here the Lord is telling us he pro -
posed an "establishment" which would in due time take
the place of all human institutions, and certainly this wil l
be an establishment which will be good and righteous an d
perfect in every respect .

The "House" of the Lord

The Prophet Micah declares that the mountain of the
"house" of the Lord shall be established. Here again we
have language that was familiar to the people of the proph-
et's day, and should still be familiar . Israel was governed
by the Lord's ruling house, which was the family of David .
Throughout many centuries Europe was governed by rul-
ing houses, or families . So the Lord is informing us that
his government in the earth, his "establishment," or king-
dom, will consist of a ruling house, a ruling family—the
house, or family of the Lord.

The Chief One in the Lord's ruling family is his ow n
beloved Son, Christ Jesus. In Psalm 2:6 Jehovah declares,
"I have set my King upon my holy hill [or mountain] o f
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Zion ." When Pilate asked Jesus if he were a king, the
Master replied, "To this end was I born, and for this caus e

came I into the world ." (John 18:37) Jesus' disciples be-
lieved that he had come to be the great King in the prom-
ised messianic kingdom, and were very much perplexe d

when he was crucified . To them it seemed impossible tha t
a dead king could be a ruler in a world-wide government .

What the disciples at that time did not understand was
that it was first of all necessary for the dead world o f
mankind to be redeemed from death, for the divine pla n
was that this great King should rule over living subjects,
not those who were dying . Jesus' death provided a "ran-
som" which makes possible, in God's due time, the releas e
of all Adam's children from the penalty of death that fel l
upon him and his descendants when he transgresse d

divine law .

When Jesus was raised from the dead, he explained to
his disciples that it was necessary for him to suffer and di e
before he could enter into the glory of his kingdom . (Luke

4:26) Yes, Jesus was raised from the dead . If Satan thought
that he had scored a victory over the Creator, and thu s
had interfered with the divine kingdom plan by causin g
Jesus to be put to death, he was mistaken, for nothing can
hold back the progress of the divine plan . The King was
restored to life, and highly exalted to heavenly glory to b e
the invisible Ruler in the Father's ruling house .

Other Son s

In God's ruling house there will not only be Jesus, bu t

also his faithful footstep followers . These too will be of

the family of God . There will be 144,000 of these, and the y
are also spoken of as being with him on Mt. Zion, or Sion ,

as it is in the New Testament . Jesus, because of his sacri-
fice on behalf of fallen mankind, is likened to a "Lamb, "
and in Revelation 14:1 he is shown on Mt. Sion—th e
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"mountain" of the Lord—and with him "an hundred fort y
and four thousand, having his Father's name written i n
their foreheads ." Thus they also are the sons of God, mem-
bers of his ruling house .

This little company is made up of both Jews and Gen -
tiles . Jesus was an Israelite, and when he came at his firs t
advent he presented himself to that little nation, but was
rejected by them generally ; but some did believe and ac-
cept him, and to these he gave authority to become "the
sons of God." (John 1 :11, 12) But there were not enough
Jewish believers to make up the predestined number o f
144,000, so later the Gospel went to the Gentiles, and w e
are told in Acts 15:14 that God visited the Gentiles "t o
take out of them a people for his name ." Jesus addressed
his disciples, saying, "Fear not little flock, it is the Father' s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom."—Luke 12 :3 2

The condition upon which these qualify to reign with
Jesus in his messianic kingdom is that they suffer and di e
with him. Even as Jesus proved his worthiness of hig h
exaltation and rulership by his willingness to suffer and
die for his future subjects, so his footstep followers hav e
the privilege of laying down their lives in the divine cause ,
thus proving their fidelity to righteousness at the cost o f
sacrifice and death. Paul wrote, "If we be dead with him ,
we shall also live with him: if we suffer, we shall als o
reign with him." (II Tim. 2:11, 12) The sacrificial death o f
this class is symbolically described as a beheading, and in
Revelation 20:4 we read, "I saw the souls of them that
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word
of God, . . . and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years . "

Human Representative s

The Scriptures reveal that the spiritual, or invisible
rulership of the messianic kingdom centers in Jesus, an d
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associated with him will be his true church . This invisible
government will have human representatives . These will
not be elected by the people, but chosen of God . They will
be those of preceding ages who, through faithfulness eve n
unto death, proved their worthiness of such a high posi-
tion. "These intermediaries, while not the kingdom in the
proper sense of the word, will be so fully the representa -
tives of it amongst men that they will be recognized as
the kingdom by men: they will represent the kingdom be-
fore men and be the only visible representatives of it.
Hence we have termed these `the earthly phase of th e
kingdom,' visible among men . —Luke 13:28"—Vol. 4, p . 61 9

"These, `Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets '
and Ancient Worthies referred to by our Lord and by th e
apostles (Matt. 8 :11 ; Heb. 11:4-40), having passed their
trial, will be awakened from death perfect—fully restored
to human perfection. . . . And this perfection will enable
them to communicate with the spiritual kings and priests
direct, without need that the spirit beings assume fleshly
bodies for the purpose of communicating the laws, etc . ,
for the world . Just as Adam, while perfect, before his
transgression, could commune direct with the heavenl y
powers, so will these Worthies commune, when restore d
to the same state of perfection . "—Vol. 4, p. 619

The Scriptures identify these Ancient Worthies as "fa-
thers in Israel," and inform us that they will become "chil-
dren," given life, that is, by the divine Christ, and that
they will be made "princes in all the earth." (Ps. 45:16 )
Again, Isaiah 32:1 reads, "Behold, a king [Jesus] shall
reign in righteousness, and princes [the Ancient Worthies ]

shall rule in judgment ." The next verse in this prophec y
reads, "A man shall be as an hiding place from the wind ,
and a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dr y
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land . "
Thus are symbolically described some of the rich blessing s
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which will reach the people through the spiritual and hu-
man phases of that long-promised kingdom of the Messiah .

The Resurrectio n

It is obvious that this kingdom cannot be established
apart from a resurrection of the dead. Jesus could not
have ruled as the Chief One in this kingdom had the
Heavenly Father allowed him to remain in the grave . And
this is also true of those, his faithful followers, who wil l
live and reign with him. In this connection it is interesting
to note that several translations refer to these as "coming
to life." The New English Bible reads, "These came to lif e
again, and reign with Christ for a thousand years . "
—Rev. 20 : 4

The Scriptures inform us that the coming to life of thes e
true followers of Jesus takes place in "the last days, " fol-
lowing our Lord's return, and during the early years o f
his second presence. This is part of the setting up, or es-
tablishing process of the new, the messianic kingdom .

But the kingdom is not fully established until its huma n
representatives—those through whom the law of God will
go forth to the people—are also raised from the dead . The
"little flock" is exalted to glory, honor, and immortality
in "the first resurrection," while the Ancient Worthy class
is restored to human perfection in what the Apostle Pau l
refers to as a "better resurrection ."—Heb. 11:35, 40

Divine power having accomplished the resurrection of
those who will participate in the invisible and visible
phases of the kingdom, there will doubtless be little or n o
delay in the beginning of the functioning of that kingdom .
It will come at a time when the world of mankind, includ-
ing the Israelites reassembled in the Holy Land, are in
deep distress . Throughout the world generally the effort s
of the revolutionaries to disestablish the "establishment "
will bring confusion and fear upon the nations, and th e
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forces of greed and prejudice will drive Israel into a di -
lemma from which only the delivering power of the Lord
can rescue them; then the people of all nations will b e
much more inclined than they are now to seek for a solu-
tion to their problems other than those which, throughou t
the years, have been failures .

It will be then that the authority and power of the ne w
kingdom will begin to manifest itself. The prophet declares
that this "mountain" of the Lord will be established "i n
the top of the mountains, and exalted above the hills, "
indicating that it will take a dominant and controlling po-
sition in the affairs of the world . This will be the messian-
ic "establishment," and it will brook no interference from
any source, but from the beginning will rule the world
in righteousness .

It will be then that "many nations [Isaiah 2 :2 says `all
nations'] will come and say, Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God o f

Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will wal k

in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and th e
word of the Lord from Jerusalem ." (Micah 4:2) Zion and
Jerusalem here mentioned would well represent the spir-
itual and human phases of the kingdom . The laws of that
kingdom will emanate from the spiritual phase, Zion, whil e
the "word of the Lord," the communication of those laws,
will be in the hands of those who will be "princes in al l
the earth . "

The people of all nations will not at once bow the kne e
to this new rulership of earth . But those who do not will
be "rebuked," and firmly taught the ways of the Lord . The
result of this will be that "they shall beat their swords in -
to plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks ; nation
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more ."—vs . 3
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What a change that will bring in world affairs! Learnin g
the ways of war, and the preparation for war throug h
ever-increasing and more deadly instruments of war, wil l
give place to peace and the ways of peace, as symbolize d
by beating swords into plowshares and spears into prun-
inghooks. Then the great increase of knowledge will b e
employed for the good of all mankind, and not for de-
structive purposes, as is so often the case now .

And with this proper utilization of knowledge, economi c
security will be realized by all . This is beautifully symbo-
lized by the thought of every man dwelling under his vin e
and fig tree, and none making afraid . (vs. 4) Today the
world is filled with fear—fear of war and the hydroge n
bomb ; fear of unemployment, and fear of the outcome o f
racial strife which is now so general . But then, with the
messianic kingdom in control, there will be none of thes e
to make afraid .

No More Death

However, even with peace established world-wide, and
economic security enjoyed by all, mankind would still b e
suffering if the joys of peace and plenty were marred b y
sickness and death . The establishment of world-wide peac e
and prosperity would not empty our hospitals and our
mental institutions, nor would it dry the tears of thos e
whose friends and relatives were cruelly struck down b y
death . Indeed, the menace of sickness and death is now ,
and always has been, the world's most baffling problem ;
but thank God for the assurance that this plague will als o
be removed through the agency of Christ's millennia l
kingdom !

Turning to Isaiah 25 :6-9, we again find the messianic
kingdom likened to a "mountain." Verse 6 reads, "In this
mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a
feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the less, of fat things
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full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined." The
illustration here is simple and beautiful, assuring us tha t
through the kingdom agencies the great Creator will satis-
fy the legitimate cravings of all the people, and give them

happiness and peace. What a "feast" this will truly be!

Verse 7 reads, "He will destroy in this mountain the
face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil tha t

is spread over all nations." Here is a symbol of enlighten-
ment. The foretold increase of knowledge has not as yet
enlightened the people concerning the true God of crea-
tion, our loving Heavenly Father. The true God is still

hidden from the people by a "veil" of ignorance and

superstition.

Isaiah 11 :9 gives us the proper thought in this connec-
tion-"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge o f
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ." Much of the de-
struction now being wrought by man upon his fellow ma n
is due to a lack of knowledge of God and his righteou s

ways. And how glad we are that a time is near when al l

will know the Lord—"from the least of them unto the
greatest of them."-Jer. 31:31-34

Isaiah 25 :8 assures us that in this "mountain" the Lord
"will swallow up death in victory, and [that] the Lord God

will wipe away tears from off all faces." This same assur-

ance is given us in Revelation 21 :4, which reads, "And Go d

shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shal l
there be any more pain: for the former things are passe d

away." And then we have the assurance given to us by th e
Apostle Paul that Christ will reign until all enemies ar e
put under his feet, and that even death itself will be de-
stroyed .—I Cor . 15:25, 2 6

The hearty response of the people to the blessings o f
Christ's millennial kingdom is indicated in verse 9 o f
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Isaiah 25 . We quote : "And it shall be said in that day, Lo ,

this is our God ; we have waited for him, and he will save
us: this is the Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be
glad and rejoice in his salvation." This "salvation" of the
Lord will be a complete release from the condemnation o f
death which came upon Adam and his race as a result o f
sin. This release will come because Jesus took the sinner' s
place in death, giving himself as a "ransom for all" —
I Tim. 2:3-6

What a glorious prospect the Bible thus presents for the
suffering world! And what a privilege we have of pro -
claiming the glad tidings of the kingdom, that the "estab-
lishment" of God will solve all the problems of man, an d
restore the willing and obedient to full perfection, to live
on the earth as humans forever .

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 5

`~Che " tvo

	

ingdoms

MEMORY VERSE : "Righteousness exalteth a nation : but si n
is a reproach to any people ."—Proverbs 14 :34

I KINGS 12 :12.20,26.29
FOLLOWING the death of Solo-
mon, "Rehoboam his son reigne d
in his stead." (I Kings 11 :43 )
Solomon attained a great
amount of glory, and riches
which were acquired to a con-
siderable extent through ex-
cessive taxation of the people .
Jeroboam, a mighty man o f
valor in Solomon's government,
conspired against the king, and
was ordered killed. But Jero-
boam escaped and fled t o
Egypt, where he remained un-
til the death of Solomon .

Then Jeroboam returned an d
rallied a group of Israelites an d
appeared before Rehoboam, an d
said to him, "Thy father made
our yoke grievous : now there -
fore make thou the grievous
service of thy father, and his
heavy yoke which he put upo n
us, lighter, and we will serv e
thee ." (I Kings 12 :4) Rehoboam
told them to come back in
three days and he would giv e
them an answer .

Meanwhile Rehoboam consult-
ed the "elder statesmen" of Is-

rael—those who had served un-
der Solomon—as to how h e
should answer Jeroboam and
his followers . These older me n
advised Rehoboam to accede t o
their demands. Probably thes e
older men had themselv es felt
the weight of the burden s
Solomon had placed upon the
people and had witnessed the
dissatisfaction which this ha d
caused .

Then Rehoboam called in a
group of young men to get thei r
opinion . These advised that in -
stead of lightening the burde n
of taxation, he should increas e
it . They suggested that h e
should say to Jeroboam, and
his followers, "My little finger
shall be thicker than my fa-
ther's loins . And now wherea s
my father did lade you with a
heavy yoke, I will add to you r
yoke : my father hath chastise d
you with whips, but I will chas-
tise you with scorpions"—I
Kings 12 :10,1 1

Rehoboam took the advice of
these young men of Israel and,
when Jeroboam and his follow-
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ers returned on the third day ,
he gave them the answer whic h
his young advisers had sug-
gested . This led to a rebellio n
in the nation . Ten of the tribes
of Israel made Jeroboam their
king; and under his leadershi p
broke away from Rehoboam ,
leaving him only the tribe o f
Judah. A little later the trib e
of Benjamin took sides with
Judah .

Thenceforth the children o f
Israel were divided into tw o
kingdoms—the southern king-
dom of Judah, and the north -
ern kingdom of Israel . From
the start, the northern king-
dom of Israel failed to follo w
the precepts of the Lord. Jero-
boam, the new king, deliberatel y
led them away from the wor-
ship of the true God of the Is-
raelites . While the nation was
united, Jerusalem was the of-
ficial place of worship, and t o
this capital city the peopl e
made yearly pilgrimages. Jero -
boam reasoned that even hi s
subjects—the ten tribes—woul d
continue going up to Jerusale m
to worship, and that this could
result in their being drawn
away from their allegiance t o
him. So he had two golden
calves made, and set them up ,
one in Bethel and one in Dan,
and thus succeeded in divertin g
his subjects from going up t o
Jerusalem to worship, for in-
stead they worshiped the two

golden calves . In God's sigh t
the sin of idolatry was a gros s
one indeed.

Our memory verse is an ap-
propriate one for the lesson :
"Righteousness exalteth a na-
tion: but sin is a reproach t o
any people ." The ten-tribe king-
dom of Israel did not practic e
righteousness ; so, instead of be-
ing exalted, the kingdom de-
teriorated . Through all the gen-
erations this unholy kingdom
lasted there was not a single
king who served the Lord .
Finally the kingdom was de-
stroyed, and the majority of
the people were taken into cap-
tivity in Assyria .

All the kings in the two-trib e
kingdom of Judah were linea l
successors of David . This was
the "house" of David . Usually
upon the death of a king th e
people would decide which male
of the house of David woul d
be the next king . But unright-
eousness continued to predomi -
nate, and finally God permitte d
first Egypt, then Babylon, to
take over the kingdom. In 60 6
B. C. Zedekiah, Judah's las t
king, was overthrown, and the
people taken captive to Babylon .

QUESTION S

What brought about the di -
vision of Israel into two king-
doms?

What happened to each of th e
two kingdoms ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 1 2

the lord (3od or $aal?
MEMORY VERSE : "Hear, 0 Israel : The Lord our God is one
Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart ,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might."

—Deuteronomy 6 :4, 5

1 KINGS 18 :30-3 9
THE true and living God of
the Bible demands the full love
and obedience of those wh o
profess to serve him, and wh o
are seeking his care and bless-
ing. He will not accept any de-
votion to him which is less than
the total love of our hearts and
souls, and the using of all our
strength in obedient service t o
him. How beautifully is thi s
thought set forth in our mem-
ory verse !

There were a few in each
generation of the ancient Israel-
ites who displayed the desire t o
maintain this full devotion t o
Israel's God, but the nation a s
a whole was most of the tim e
very nominal in its profession s
of loyalty. Indeed, in many in -
stances the majority were open-
ly hostile to Jehovah, manifest-
ing a preference for the gods
of the heathen nations by whic h
they were surrounded .

The scene of this lesson is
the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel ,
at the time when the wicked
King Ahab was ruler. The no-
toriously wicked Jezebel was

his wife. It was at the time
when Elijah was serving as
prophet in Israel . Ahab went
to see Elijah, and he asked the
prophet, "Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?" Elijah an-
swered Ahab, "I have not
troubled Israel ; but thou, and
thy father's house, in that ye
have forsaken the command-
ments of the Lord, and tho u
hast followed Baalim ."—I King s
18 :17, 1 8

Elijah then called for a
demonstration that the people
of Israel might observe and be
convinced that Jehovah, not
Baal, is the true and living God .
The priests of Baal, 450 of
them, and 400 prophets of the
grove, were summoned to Mt .
Carmel, and invited to selec t
one of two bullocks to be of-
fered as a sacrifice . They were
to build an altar, prepare the
bullock for sacrifice, and place
it on the altar.

But they were not to apply
fire to consume the sacrifice .
They were to call upon thei r
god, Baal, to send fire to con-
sume the bullock . This was a
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fair enough test, and there was
nothing for the priests of Baa l
to do but to accept the chal-
lenge . So they prepared the al-
tar and sacrifice according t o
plan, and then called upon
Baal to send the necessary fire .
But nothing happened .

The record is that they called
upon Baal "from morning even
until noon, saying, 0 Baal, hear
us . But there was no voice, nor
any that answered. And they
leaped upon the altar whic h
was made ." (I Kings 18 :26) The n
Elijah mocked these priests o f
Baal, saying, "Cry aloud: for h e
is a god; either he is talking ,
or he is pursuing, or he is in a
journey, or peradventure he
sleepeth, and must be awaked . "
—I Kings 18 :2 7

Then the priests of Baal
cried even louder, but ther e
was no response . They even cu t
themselves with knives . They
kept this up from midday until
"the time of th :t offering of the
evening sacrifice," but to n o
avail . (I Kings 18:29) The n
Elijah, believing that the priest s
of Baal had had ample oppor-
tunity for their demonstration,
and that they had failed, pro-
ceeded to prepare the othe r
bullock for sacrifice .

He repaired the altar of th e
Lord which had been broken
down. To do this he used
twelve stones . He made a trench
around the altar, and filled it

with water . He put wood on the
altar, and the bullock for the
sacrifice . He thoroughl y
drenched these with water. life
even repeated this drenching of
everything with water .

Then Elijah prayed to Jeho-
vah: "Lord God of Abraham,
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be
known this day that thou art
God in Israel, and that I am
thy servant, and that I have
done all these things at thy
word. Hear me, 0 Lord, hear
me, that this people may kno w
that thou art the Lord God, and
that thou hast turned their
heart back again ."

As was to be expected, "Th e
fire of the Lord fell, and con-
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and
the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the
water that was in the trench.
And when all the people saw it ,
they fell on their faces : and
they said, The Lord, he is the
God; the Lord, he is the God. "
Thus, through Elijah, the wor-
ship of the true God was, for a
short time at least, restored in
Israel, and the priests of Baal
destroyed .—I Kings 18 :4 0

QUESTION S

Does the living God of th e
Bible accept less than total com-
mitment to him ?

Who was Elijah ?
How did he prove that Jeho-

vah is the true God?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 19

(l3od'u judgment on BBrae !

MEMORY VERSE : "Yet the Lord testified against Israel, an d
against Judah, by all the prophets,— saying, Turn ye fro m
your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes ,
according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, an d
which I sent to you by my servants the prophets . "

—II Kings 17 :1 3

II KINGS 17 :9-1 8
THE name "Israel" as used in
the caption of this lesson ap-
plies primarily to the Israelite s
comprising the ten-tribe king-
dom of northern Palestine, a
kingdom which was set up b y
Jeroboam shortly after the death
of Solomon. Beginning with
Jeroboam, and all the way
through to the destruction of
this kingdom, its successive
kings were unrighteous, and en-
couraged the people to continue
idol worship as instituted by
Jeroboam. At the time of the
reprimand contained in the les-
son, the people of the two-trib e
kingdom of Judah were also in-
dulging in idol worship, and
were also censured .

The worship of Baal was no-
toriously corrupt, and in som e
aspects cruel . Verse 17 of th e
lesson says that the p opl e
"caused their sons and their
daughters to pass through th e
fire ." This is a reference to th e
offering of children to the fire

god Moloch, or Molech. Accord-
ing to Jewish tradition these
children were literally burne d
to death, the burning being ac-
companied by the heating o f
drums loudly enough to keep
the parents from hearing th e
shrieks of their burning chil-
dren .

No wonder God was dis-
pleased with these false and in -
human rites! But for the mos t
part they seemed to be mor e
appealing to the Israelites than
did the wholesome worship o f
Jehovah, the true and livin g
God . Jehovah, who is our Heav-
enly Father, is a God of love .
While he condemned Adam an d
his race to death because of
sin, he made a loving provisio n
through Christ whereby all wil l
receive an opportunity, throug h
faith and obedience, to gai n
everlasting life and happiness .
This will be during the thou-
sand-year reign of Christ .

Because of their sin, th e
people of the ten-tribe kingdo m
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were removed by the Lord from
having any share in the roya l
promises made to and throug h
David—the promises which, ac-
cording to the Scriptures, fin d
their ultimate fulfilment throug h
Christ . Additional punishment
came upon them in that the y
were taken captive into Assyria :
"The Lord removed Israel out
of his sight, as he had said b y
all his servants the prophets .
So was Israel carried away out
of their own land to Assyria un-
to this day."—II Kings 17 :2 3

The Lord's displeasure with
Israel was due to their failure
to obey his law. But their sin
was more than one of omission .
It was apparently wilful . The
Lord said to them, "Turn y e
from your evil ways, and keep
my commandments and my stat-
utes, according to all the la w
which I commanded your fath-
ers, and which I sent to you by
my servants the prophets . Not -
withstanding they would no t
hear, but hardened their necks ,
like to the neck of their fa-
thers, that did not believe in the
Lord their God"—II King s
17:13,1 4

They "did not believe in the
Lord their God." Unbelief is
the basis of many of the sins
that have been committe d
throughout the ages by the
Lord's professed people . If one
does not believe in God he has
no incentive to obey him, and

no reason to believe that he
will be punished if he fails to
obey, or rewarded if he doe s
obey .

Using the experiences of th e
unbelieving Israelites in the
wilderness, the Apostle Paul ex-
horts us, saying, "Take heed ,
brethren, lest there be in any
of you an evil heart of unbelief,
in departing from the living
God. But exhort one another
daily, while it is called Today ;
lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of
sin . For we are made partaker s
of Christ, if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence stedfast
unto the end."—Heb . 3 :12-14

Paul also wrote, "Without
faith it is impossible to please
him [God] : for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder o f
them that diligently seek him. "
(Heb . 11:6) Apparently many o f
the Israelites did not have this
basic faith in the existence of
the true and living God, al-
though they were given many
examples of his ability to care
for them, beginning particular-
ly with their Exodus from Egypt.

QUESTION S

What was the outstanding
manifestation of unrighteous-
ness in the ten-tribe kingdom
of Israel?

How important is faith in the
hearts of those who desire to
please God ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 26

Reforms among god's people
MEMORY VERSE: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and th e
unrighteous man his thoughts : and let him return unto the
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon ."—Isaiah 55 : 7

II KINGS 18 :1-6 ; 23 :21-2 5
HEZEKIAH reigned over the
two-tribe kingdom for twenty -
nine years . Unlike the kings of
the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel ,
"he did that which was right i n
the sight of the Lord, accord-
ing to all that David his fathe r
did ." However, by tha time
Hezekiah began his reign, th e
ten-tribe kingdom of Israel had
been destroyed, and many o f
the Israelites involved in that
regime had been taken captive
into Assyria, although many re-
mained in the land . Hezekiah ,
therefore, instituted a great re -
form throughout the entire land .

The record is that Hezekia h
"removed the high places, and
brake the images, and cut down
the groves." In other words, h e
undertook to destroy the hea-
then worship which had pre-
vailed so long within the bound s
of the ten-tribe kingdom, which
had also intermittently menace d
the subjects of the two-tribe
kingdom. It was a colossal task,
but he accomplished much .

Moses had erected a brazen
serpent in the wilderness ; when

the Israelites gazed upon it,
they were healed of the bite s
of the poisonous snakes which
invaded the camp. This brazen
serpent had been preserved,
and used as an idol. Hezekia h
ordered that it be destroyed,
for he realized that while i t
served a good purpose in th e
wilderness, it was not intended
to be an object of worship .
Jesus said that as Moses lifte d
up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, so also must the Son of
man be lifted up; and surely
those who look upon him in be-
lief and obedience will be
saved .—John 3 :1 4

The record gives a beautifu l
tribute to Hezekiah : "He trust-
ed in the Lord God of Israel ;
so that after him was none like
him among all the kings of
Judah, nor any that were be -
fore him." One of the secrets
of Hezekiah's righteous reign
was his unfaltering faith in the
God of Israel . When the nation
was about to be attacked by
the mighty Assyrian army, h e
said to his subjects, "Be strong
and courageous, be not afraid
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nor dismayed for the king of
Assyria, nor for all the multi-
tude that is with him : for there
be more with us than with him :
with him is an arm of flesh ; bu t
with us is the Lord our God to
help us, and to fight our
battles ."—II Chron . 32 :7, 8

The last part of the lesso n
(II Kings 23 :21-25) pertains to
another good king of Judah,
Josiah. In fact, he was the las t
of the righteous kings to reig n
over the two-tribe kingdom .
During his reign, while repairs
were being made in the temple ,
the Book of the Law wa s
found; and when Josiah had i t
read to him he realized how
far short of obedience to the
Law the people had really
come. The record states, "When
the king had heard the word s
of the book of the law, that he
rent his clothes."—II Kings 22 :1 1

Two wicked kings reigned i n
Jerusalem just preceding Jo -
s i a h's reign—Manasseth an d
Amon. Josiah was the son of
Amon. Manasseh reigned fifty -
five years, and Amon reigne d
two years . During these fifty -
seven years the Law of the
Lord was completely neglected .
Since the Book of the Law wa s
lost, the people were unaware
of the Law's requirements .

One of these requirement s
was the observance of the pass-
over, which had been neglected
since the days of Hezekiah . The

passover lamb pointed forwar d
to Jesus, the Lamb of God.
Hezekiah, in his reform move-
ment, called for the commemo-
ration of the passover, although
its observance was a month late
"because the priests had not
sanctified themselves sufficient-
ly, neither had the people gath-
ered themselves together t o
Jerusalem."—II Chron . 30 :1- 3

On learning about the pass -
over from hearing the readin g
of the Book of the Law, Josiah
called for its observance . It was
a wonderful occasion for the
king, the priests, the Levites,
and the people! The recor d
states, "Surely there was not
holden such a passover fro m
the days of the judges that
judged Israel, nor in all the
days of the kings of Israel, nor
of the kings of Judah. "

Our memory verse emphasize s
God's willingness to forgiv e
those who return to him, and
without doubt many in Israel
realized the abundant manner
in which this was true with
them .

QUESTION S

Who instituted the reform s
in Israel recorded in this les-
son?

What was represented by th e
brazen serpent ordered de-
stroyed by Hezekiah?

Who was represented by Is-
rael's passover lamb?

BIBLE STUDY
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Vineyard Echoes

Six Days of Blessing in Bloomingto n

FOR six memorable days, "children of the kingdom," ou r
brethren in Christ, met in holy convocation in the spa-
cious auditorium of Indiana University at Bloomington to
rejoice in the Lord and to build one another up in our
most holy faith . They came from all over the country ,
from Canada, and from the British Isles . It was in itself a
blessing to see them arrive, and to note the joy at the
renewal of old acquaintances, and the making of ne w
friends in the Lord . Some of those in attendance had been
enjoying the blessings of present truth for sixty and mor e
years ; others have embraced "this Gospel of the kingdom"
within the year . There were many present well up in thei r
eighties, and one of the speakers was ninety-one years old .
But all were one in the Lord, and determined by his grace
to make their calling and election sure .

Fifty-six brethren served the convention from the plat-
form as speakers, chairmen, or testimony meeting lead-
ers. For the young children, ages 5-7, there were two ap-
propriate sessions each day, and for the children ages 8-12
there were three sessions each day . For the young adults
there were two study meetings each day on the various
doctrines of the divine plan . Each evening of the conven-
tion, with the exception of the last, following the regula r
sessions, there was a vesper service in the main lounge of
the dormitory, composed of special and congregationa l
singing. On the closing evening there was a musical ses-
sion in the main auditorium entitled "Melodies of Praise."
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One of the highlights of this session was the singing o f
hymns by the children .

Sunday evening there was a public meeting, and o n
Wednesday evening a baptismal service . There was also a
business meeting of the elders, as well as the regular
business meeting of the entire convention gathering . So
it is quite evident, from the mention of all these various
activities, that the week of August 9 . through 14 was a
very busy and blessed one for the brethren who wer e
able to assemble at Bloomington . And we do not wish to
overlook the general fellowship of the brethren which was
so richly enjoyed in the dining rooms from day to day .
For one blessed week the brethren were almost completely
isolated from the world, and were able to rejoice together
unhindered as they discussed those things of God's Wor d
which were so near and dear to their hearts .

The Opening Servic e

The convention opened Saturday, August 9, with a n
opening rally through the singing of the precious "Hymn s
of Dawn." The theme text of the convention was, "Wait
on the Lord : be of good courage, and he shall strengthen
thine heart : wait, I say, on the Lord ." (Ps. 27:14) Mention
was made of this theme text in the address of welcome ,
with the observation that it emphasizes the fact that God' s
promises are indeed sure, but fulfilled in his due time ,
rather than ours .

hi the address of welcome, lessons applicable to our ex-
periences at the convention were drawn from Israel's feast
of tabernacles . (Lev. 23 :39-43; Deut. 31:10, 11) This feast
was to be a special festival of thanksgiving to the Lord ,
the One to whom they owed their all . Our convention
should be just such a feast to us. Through the discourse s
and fellowship with the brethren we should all the more
appreciate the Father and the Son, and the privilege we
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have of co-operating with them in the work they are doin g
in and with us.

Hebrews 8:10 speaks of the time when the New Cove-
nant is being made, and pictures it as a progressive work .
We are told that then the Lord will put his laws "int o
their minds," and that this will eventually result in the
writing of these laws in their hearts . We hope, too, that
as a result of what we learned at this convention ou r
minds will be more clearly illuminated concerning the will
of God for us, and that this will result in a greater heart
harmony with the Lord on our part. Those in heart har-
mony with the Lord will want not only to receive a bless-
ing, but will also endeavor to be one .

"Speak No Evil"

Another discourse on the first day admonished th e
brethren against evil-speaking and surmising . (James 3 :8 )
Evil-speaking was defined as speaking anything derogatory
of another—whether it be truth or falsehood—with an aim

to injure. While such personal attacks are forbidden in the
Word, it is brought to our attention in the examples o f
Jesus and the apostles that it does not constitute evil -
speaking to warn those who may be injured concernin g

teachers of false doctrine . This would constitute speakin g
the truth in love, and would be our responsibility for the
good of the brethren .

We are to remember that we cannot read the hearts o f
others, nor discern their motives . II Thessalonians 3 :11-13
gives us a good clue on how to keep from minding other
people's business—which is what evil surmising is— b y
advising us to "be not weary in well-doing."' The busie r
we are with the Lord's work the less time we will have to
be overly concerned about others . Above all, we must re-
member that if we become the targets of evil-speaking the
standard of conduct given us in God's Word is, "Let non e
render evil for evil. "
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"Overcoming"
Another timely exhortation to the convention was on

the subject of "Overcoming," which was based on the mes-
sages to the seven churches mentioned in chapters two an d
three of Revelation . It was explained that while these sev-
en churches represent seven stages in the development o f
the entire church, yet the promises and exhortations ad-
dressed to the "seven churches" are applicable to all th e
consecrated. Promises of the divine nature, the privilege
of exercising kingdom power and authority, the honor o f
being seated with Jesus in his throne, even as he is seated
with the Father in his throne, are portrayed in these
chapters .

Every one of these promises is conditional, the condi-
tions being faithfulness unto death . We are told in Reve-
lation 20:6 that before we can reign with Christ, we must
have participated in the "first resurrection." We must be
willing, as it was stated concerning Jesus, to resist "unt o
blood . "

There are warnings to these churches which are also
pertinent to us. We are still in this present evil world ,
whose God is Satan . Because of this we must ever be on
guard against allowing Satan to overcome us through th e
world and our fallen flesh . May we never entertain a com-
promise course with the world, nor lukewarmness of love
and zeal for the Lord and his truth .

"The Mind of Christ "
A very heart-searching lesson on humility was presented

from the text, "Let this mind be in you, which was als o
in Christ Jesus ." (Phil. 2:5) The glory possessed by the
Logos before he humbled himself to visit our planet is re-
vealed by the study of Proverbs 8 :8 and John 1:1, as well
as other passages of Scripture . Our Lord's reaction when
he realized what would be required to redeem mankin d
is given to us in Isaiah 6 :8: "Here am I, send me . "
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Jesus did not meditate a usurpation to be like God a s

the Adversary did, but instead humbled himself, and made
himself of no reputation, and became obedient unto death .
Let us have this same mind or attitude, and may we b e
especially on guard against any inclination to make our -

selves of great reputation .

"A Living Hope "

A very stimulating message was presented to the con-
vention regarding the Christian's living hope. This hope ,
it was brought out, is not based on credulity, nor on th e
words and opinions of men, neither on traditions, but rath-
er on the sure promises of God found in his infallibl e

Word. This hope gives direction to our lives as well a s

joy and courage to fight the good fight of faith .

Our hope is not a narrow one . It includes the whol e
world of mankind who are promised blessings of restitu-
tion. After the church is complete, she, together with

Jesus, will be the agency of blessing . Our hope is progres-

sive; it should mature as we gain a clearer vision of i t
through study, and a deeper assurance of it through ex-
periences which we undergo . This is shown in Romans

5 :1-5 .
Our living hope will be tested . We can become discour-

aged because we do not see God's plan develop as rapidly

as we would like it to . We have need of patience if we ar e

to maintain our living hope . We are at present havin g

tests which threaten this living hope . At one time it wa s

believed that these tests would come from the world, an d

that is true . Now, however, in addition, we find that severe
tests come from our fellowship with the brethren—test s

more severe than could possibly come from the world .

The time for the fulfilment of our hope has been much

longer than some expected, but according to God's chro-
nology, "it will not tarry ." Let us, then be zealously in-
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terested in showing "the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope unto the end," rather than being con-
cerned as to exactly when that end will be . Our co-opera-
tive effort in the harvest work is a work of faith and labo r
of love inspired by our hope, and based on the spirit o f
love and tolerance for each other . The proper amount o f
love can overcome small differences between brethren a s
well as petty weaknesses .

We can all become impatient waiting for the fulfilment
of our hope . This at times has resulted in speculation con-
cerning the exact date for the glorification of the churc h
and the full establishment of the kingdom. Concerning
this we must keep in mind that there are certain things
we know, and certain things we do not know . We do know
that we are living in the days of the second presence o f

our Lord; the time of harvest which is the end of the age .
Our times are in his hands, and our speculations will never
alter God's times and seasons .

We must be sympathetic toward one another . We must
give others Christian liberty in a Christlike spirit . Our fel-
lowship and co-operation depend upon this . The time is
short, but how short we do not know. Let us rejoice in the
truth, serve the Lord, and the rest we can leave to him .
James, in the 5th chapter of his epistle, verses 7 and 8 ,
speaks of the patience of a farmer waiting for his harvest .
If a farmer can be patient waiting for a crop of corn, cer-
tainly we can be patient waiting for a crown of life .

Peace in God's Family

Romans, chapter 12, was discussed, and many vital les -
sons noted. In the Bible we find strict codes of Christian
conduct which serve as yardsticks by which we can meas-
ure our progress in the narrow way. Such a yardstick is
found in the entire 12th chapter of Romans . Here we are

(Continued on pogo 34 )
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(Continued from page 31 )

admonished to die daily with the Lord, which is our reason-
able service . We are to think humbly, remembering th e
relationship we enjoy with the brethren in the body of
Christ, that is, the relationship of a family .

When some member of a family suffers, all the mem-
bers of that family suffer . And when a member of a family
prospers, all members rejoice . In this 12th chapter of Ro-
mans Paul reminds us that we must deal with our breth-
ren with a loving heart, knowing them not after the flesh ,
but after the spirit . All this will make for peace in th e
family of God .

Libert y
The convention was presented with a timely lesson o n

Christian liberty. In the world the cry for unrestraine d
liberty is leading to anarchy and disaster . Such unbridle d
indulgence often leads to dire results, and it in no way
constitutes the liberty properly enjoyed by Christians .
Judges 17 :6 speaks of a time when everyone was a law un-
to himself . That was a dark period for Israel. The im-
proper exercise of liberty is exemplified by Satan who wil l
in due time reap what he has sown .

Jesus exemplified the true liberty ; a guided liberty. He
said, "Not my will, but thine, be done . " (Luke 22:42) He
came to do his Father's will, and not his own . (John 6 :38)
The truth liberates us from the blindness of error and th e
slavery of sin, and we become free bondslaves of Jesus
Christ. In this condition we enjoy liberty of action withi n
the realm of God's will . We have complete liberty to us e
our time, our strength, our means—indeed, all we have—
in God's service according to his will.

The Theme Address

In keeping with the theme text, "Wait on the Lord, "
the convention- was reminded that all of the Lord's peopl e
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throughout the ages have found it necessary, and strength-
ening, to wait on him for the fulfilment of his promises
to supply all their needs, and to carry forward the pro-
gressive steps of his glorious plan of salvation . Indeed, the
whole world of mankind, in their groaning and travailing ,
is Waiting on the Lord, or as Paul puts it, "waiting for the
manifestation of the sons of God ." The Heavenly Fathe r
himself waits on the timetable he has set in his plan, look-
ing forward to the time when the knowledge of his glor y
fills the whole earth as the water covers the sea . And
Jesus, his beloved Son, waits together with his Ieavenl y
Father .

We have in Noah a meaningful example of one wh o
waited on the Lord . He was informed of the coming Flood,
and of the destruction it would bring upon "the worl d
that then was ." He was commanded to build an ark i n
which he and other believers could be safely carried over

into the new world . But imagine the jeers and the persecu-
tions which must have been heaped upon him during thos e
long years while the ark was being prepared! Yet Noa h
continued to be a faithful witness, a "preacher of right-
eousness." Even after all the animals were taken into th e
ark there were seven long days of waiting on the Lord
before the rains began to fall .

There were many in times past who did not wait on th e
Lord, and we should remember the calamities which fel l
upon them. In connection with Israel at the time of th e
giving of the Law, their failure to wait on the Lord led t o
the making and worshiping of the Golden Calf. King Sau l
refused to wait for the return of Samuel, and offered sac-
rifices contrary to the expressed will of God . During this
present age the nominal church has failed to wait on the

Lord and has attempted to establish Christ's kingdo m
ahead of time, not by the direction of the Lord, but b y
human wisdom and at times by military might.
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Serving the Lord in past ages was not for the faintheart-
ed, nor is it so today. Think of the courage of David whe n
he slew Goliath! The battle then was not David's, but the
Lord's, and this is one of the important things to remem-
ber as we wait on the Lord . Let us not endeavor to tak e
matters into our own hands, for as the Lord's people, h e
is our Leader and Director, and he will be our strength
and give us the victory .

Think of the courage of Peter and John when haile d
before the religious rulers of their day and forbidden t o
speak further concerning Jesus . They refused to obey thi s
order, and declared that their obligation was to b e
obedient to the Lord .

The Lord knows that we are weak, so he gives us
strength. Our strength comes through faith in God's Word ,
fellowship with the brethren, through prayer, the over-
shadowing of our guardian angels, and the Holy Spirit .

How shall we spend our time waiting? By being partner s
with the Lord in the carrying out of his work ; by preach-
ing the truth, which helps to develop a character-likenes s
of our blessed Master ; also by faith in the great funda-
mental doctrines of the divine plan . These doctrines con-
tinue to give us a blessed appreciation of our God and o f
his trustworthiness . Let us "Wait on the Lord . "

Length of Days

Psalm 102 :27 reads, "Thou art the same, and thy year s
shall have no end ." This promise was made to Jesus, and
because of his faithfulness even unto death he inherited
its fulfilment. His years having no end indicates that he
received immortality, the divine nature . We also shall in-
herit this promised eternal life, but only if we continue
faithful even to the end . Eternal life for us will mean, as
it did for Jesus, the divine nature and immortality . Thank
God the world of mankind in the next age will have th e
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opportunity of inheriting everlasting life on the human
plane; the worthy ones being returned to that human per-
fection which was lost by our first parents in the Garde n
of Eden through their disobedience of divine law .

The Faithful Word

Paul wrote to Titus that an elder should be one "holdin g
fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he ma y
be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convinc e
the gainsayers." (Titus 1 :9) However, the principles set
forth in this text apply to all the Lord's people . We should
all hold fast the faithful Word, and so far as the Lord give s
us ability, exhort the brethren to faithfulness, and refute
the false doctrines of the "gainsayers," thus contendin g
earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints .

We are invited by the Lord to "reason" with him . Our
reasoning, however, must be based upon the sure founda-
tion of his inspired Word . In that Word we find exhorta-
tions to soundness of doctrine . It was suggested that we
have three guidelines for determining doctrines which ar e
essential and fundamental :

(1) Those doctrines which reveal the basic plan of God .
This would include the doctrines of the fall of man, the
ransom, restitution, and also the preparation of the Mes-
siah class .

(2) Those doctrines which reveal God's work in each age .
Difficulties in this connection were experienced by th e
Early Church with respect to the changeover from God' s
dealings with the Jews through the Law to God's dealings
with the church through the Spirit . In later years a mis-
application of the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats also
illustrates this point .

(3) Those doctrines which reveal the will of God for the

church. The second presence of the Lord falls into this
category, because through this doctrine we have learne d
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that the time has come for a complete separation from th e
nominal church system.

Differences of interpretation of details of prophec y
which is still unfulfilled do not affect any of these funda-
mental doctrines, hence should constitute no hindrance t o
our fellowship and co-operation in the work of the ministry .

The Christian Warfare

One of the illustrations of the Christian life presented
to us in the Bible is that of warfare, with all faithfu l
Christians being "good soldiers of Jesus Christ ." This il-
lustration suggests hardships and trials . We must endure
"hardness ." However, in our Christian warfare we do not
receive one supreme trial, but rather are tested by our
reactions to our small everyday experiences . Through these
daily "battles" we have the opportunity of proving our
devotion to the Lord .

Our faith is on trial, so our warfare is called "the goo d
fight of faith ." This makes it important that the faith
which we possess be a genuine faith in God and in th e
reliability of his Word. We must trust in the Lord al-
though he has not given to us to know all the details o f
his plan .

Anxiety is a great hindrance in our Christian warfare .
Through belief and trust in the many promises of God w e
can be rid of anxious thoughts which would tend to distrac t
us from our faithfulness in the narrow way .

Contending for the Fait h

ft would seem that now the Adversary is more activ e
than ever to separate the Lord's people. He is attemptin g
to separate them not so much by introducing new doc-
trines as by emphasizing differences on less essentia l
teachings .

In order to have a clear and correct understanding o f
the "faith" for which we are to contend, we must rightl y
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divide the Word of truth . This includes placing the prom-
ises of God in their proper setting, and recognizing the
work God has for each age under its respective covenant .
We should not place the work proposed to be done throug h
the Law Covenant during the time when the Grace Cove-
nant is in effect . Nor should we believe that the work o f
the New Covenant is in effect now, while the Grace Cove-
nant is still in effect. We should not wrest God's plan and
covenants to accommodate our own viewpoints .

Our object in life should be the same as Jesus' : "Father
. . . I have glorified thee ." (John 17:1, 4) We are called t o
let our light shine, and faithfulness in this will leave littl e
time for contention about nonessentials . Making the truth
our own involves study, prayer, and sacrifice, for the truth
will cost us much .

Keeping the Heart in Lov e
Solomon wrote, "Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for

out of it are the issues of life ." The matter of keeping our
hearts pure before the Lord is made very prominent i n
the Bible . In the New Testament alone the heart is men-
tioned more than fifty times, and many admonitions given
to keep it pure and humble before the Lord. The New
Testament speaks of Christ dwelling in our hearts, and
we are told that the epistle of Christ is written in our
hearts. We are admonished to be patient and to establis h
our hearts. (James 5 :8) We are told that God tries our
hearts, and that the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts .

The Lord is pleased to see us progress in the under-
standing of his great plan of the ages . But in weighing our
worthiness of the kingdom he will not test our knowledge
so much as our heart condition . We can be pure in heart
even if we may come far short in knowledge, although th e
proper use of knowledge has a purifying effect in our
hearts.
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An important lesson on love dovetailed with these timel y
thoughts on keeping the heart. The importance of true
Christian love cannot be overemphasized. Paul wrote ,
"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ,
and have not love, I am become as sounding brass, or a

tinkling cymbal . And though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains ,
and have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow al l
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to
be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing."
—I Cor . 13 : 4

Paul sets forth some of the qualities of love : "Love suf-
fereth long, and is kind ; love envieth not : love vaunteth
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseem-
ly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things . Love never faileth ."—I Cor .

13 :5- 8

One of the chief facets of Christian love is the spirit o f

sacrifice. We are admonished to lay down our lives for the
brethren, and if we truly love our brethren we will find
it a joy to sacrifice time, strength and means on their be -

half . The spirit of love is also manifested in our love for
the world of mankind; a love which prompts us now t o
tell the people the glad tidings of the kingdom while we
look forward to sharing with Jesus in the glorious futur e
work of blessing all the families of the earth . It is also
evidenced in doing good unto all men as we have oppor-
tunity .

Help and Helpers

I Corinthians 12 :28 reads, "And God hath set some in

the body, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly

40

	

THE DAWN



teachers, . . . helps ." The "helps" referred to here are not
books, concordances, Bible dictionaries, or even the Vol-
umes. They are members in particular in the body o f
Christ . (vs. 27) We cannot all be apostles, prophets, or
teachers, but we can all be "helps," or "helpers," as it i s
translated in other versions . We can help one another
through prayer, by supplying material needs and by assist-
ing spiritually. We can seek to ease the burdens upon our
brethren—certainly we should never add to them .

The Son of Man

Jesus is referred to as the Son of man at both his firs t
and second advents . The title suggests the nature to which
he humbled himself at his first advent, that he might b e
the ransom price . Texts referring to Jesus' second advent
also describe him with this title, keeping before our minds
the great truth that without Jesus' becoming flesh, and
then giving that flesh for the life of the world, there could
be no kingdom of blessing.

The 14th chapter of Revelation symbolically portray s
the Son of man during this present harvest time, reaping
the vine of the earth . In Daniel 7:13, 14 Jesus is als o
spoken of as the Son of man, and is pictured receiving hi s
kingdom which is now being established. Again Jesus i s
referred to as the Son of man in the introduction to the
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats . Here he is shown a s
seated on the throne of his glory with all his holy angels
with him; that is, the church (Head and body) complete at
the beginning of the Millennium, ready to begin the work
of dealing with the world of mankind .

A ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSION

One of the special features of the convention was a
round-table discussion by four brethren on the topic, "Th e
Truth and Its Service." The truth was presented as a melo-
dy of praise, the subject being introduced by three texts :
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(1) "Praise the Lord with harp ; sing unto him with the
psaltery and an instrument of ten strings." (Ps. 33:2) ; (2)
"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to
sing praises unto thy name, 0 most High: to show fort h
thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness
every night, upon an instrument of ten strings, and upo n
the psaltery ; upon the harp with a solemn sound," (Ps .
92:1-3) ; (3) "I will sing a new song unto thee, 0 God : upon
a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing
praises unto thee . It is he that giveth salvation unto kings :
who delivereth David his servent from the hurtful sword."
—Ps . 144 :9, 10

It was suggested that these ten strings of the ancien t
harp might well represent the cardinal doctrines of the
divine plan . While some brethren might arrange these doc-
trines differently, and in their divisions of the divine plan
think of more than ten, the doctrines presented to the con-
vention in this discussion as being illustrated by the ten
strings were: (1) man's creation in the image of God ; (2)
man's fall into sin and death; (3) the covenants of God ;
(4) the birth of Jesus ; (5) the ransom. It was mentioned
that the fifth doctrine in this list is the very center of the
whole divine plan. (6) The resurrection ; (7) "Christ in you ,
the hope of glory," or the "high calling" of the Gospel
Age ; (8) The second presence of Christ ; (9) the restitution
of all things ; (10) finally, after the little season of testin g
at the close of the Millenium, the complete restoration of
man to his former estate, when it will be said to those wh o
prove faithful, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." (Matt . 25 :34) It will be then that every knee will
bow, and every tongue will confess to the glory of God .

God's Glor y

It is helpful to think of these individual doctrines of the
truth for together they reflect the glorious character o f
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our Heavenly Father, and it is by the power of this truth
in our hearts and minds that we are drawn to him and led
to dedicate ourselves to the doing of his will. The Apostle
Peter wrote that "his divine power hath given unto us al l
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through [or by ]
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue."—II Pet . 1 : 3

The precious doctrines of the divine plan were some-
what obscured following the death of the apostles, and re-
mained so until the harvest of the Gospel Age when tha t
"faithful and wise servant," directed by the Lord, brought
them forth from the great storehouse of truth, the Bible ,
and they were made available to the Lord's devoted people .
These truths are most precious to us today, and can be
fully substantiated by the Bible . For this reason there can
be no doubt about their genuineness . They are the "meat
in due season" upon which all the Lord's devoted people
continue to feast .

It is a blessed privilege to be living at this time when
these great truths of the divine plan are so clearly delini-
ated. Surely the Lord has blessed us all in giving us "eyes"
to see and "ears" to hear and appreciate these preciou s
doctrines . We should cherish these doctrines of the divine
plan, and be ready to defend them and to promote the m
fully, at the cost of time, strength, and means .

God's Will Revealed

In Ephesians 1 :9, 10 the Apostle Paul writes, "Having
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according t o
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself : that
in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gathe r
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heav-
en, and which are on earth ; even in him." Here we are in -
formed by Paul that through his truth God has mad e
known to us "the mystery of his will ." How wonderful
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that the Lord has revealed to us that which is so close t o
his own heart, and invited us to be partners with him and
with Jesus in the outworking of his glorious plan of th e
ages !

The truth sets us apart from the world and from nomi-
nal Christianity. The sum total of the various fundamenta l
doctrines is described by Paul as the Gospel, and h e
stresses the importance of the Gospel by saying, "Though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospe l
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him be accursed ."—Gal . 1 : 8

In Galatians 3:8 Paul identifies the Gospel as the mes-
sage that was given to Abraham—that through his seed
all the families of the earth would be blessed . This is the
glorious Gospel which we now have the privilege of pro-
claiming to all who will listen, and what a blessed privileg e
this is . Let us continue to work together in the proclama-
tion of this glorious Gospel of the kingdom .

These beautiful fundamental truths are not to be con-
sidered the "milk of the Word," for indeed they ar e
"strong meat ." They are certainly too deep for nomina l
believers to grasp. Even restitution, which in no small way
represents the voice of God speaking through his Word, i s
too deep for most people to grasp, as was discovered by a
colporteur many years ago . Calling inadvertently at the
home of a clergyman, he asked this good and earnest man
what he thought of the doctrine of restitution, and the re -
ply was, "The rest of what?"

Rightly Dividing

II Timothy 2:15 reads, "Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed ,
rightly dividing the word of truth ." It was brought out tha t
to rightly divide the Word of truth it is essential to apply
its various promises and prophecies in their proper ages ,
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and that we should not apply to the world those promise s
which belong exclusively to the footstep followers of th e
Master. These are time divisions in the plan of God, and
it is essential to keep these in mind in order to rightly di -
vide the Word of truth.

In addition to keeping in mind the various time division s
in the plan of God, it is essential also to remember that
two salvations are taught in the Bible—an earthly salva-
tion for the world of mankind, and a heavenly salvation
for the footstep followers of Jesus . If we fail to keep these
two salvations in mind in our study of the Word we will be
presented with all sorts of incongruities, such as buildin g
houses and planting vineyards in heaven, as well as beat-
ing swords into plowshares and spears into pruninghooks .
We could also have the world of mankind exalted to the
divine nature .

Paul said that we should study to show ourselves ap-
proved unto God. This is the true purpose of all Bible
study. This point cannot be emphasized too strongly . It is
through our study of the Word that God's will is reveale d
to us, enabling us to serve him "in spirit and in truth, "
and to the blessing of those to whom we minister—not to
their injury .

The Harvest

Jesus said that "the harvest is the end of the age," an d
it was to be in this harvest that "the children of the king-
dom," as represented by the "wheat" in the parable i n
contrast to the tares, were to be separated from the tar e
class . (Matt . 13:36-43) Another reference to this work o f
separation in the end of the age is the call to come out of
"Babylon ." (Rev. 18:4) It is the proclamation of the Gospel
of the kingdom or, as it is often called, "the harvest mes-
sage," that brings about this separation . The presence o f
so many truth-enlightened brethren at this convention i s
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one of the proofs that the harvest work is going on, an d
therefore that we are in the end of the Gospel Age, an d
the time of our Lord's second presence .

Throughout the age "the children of the kingdom" and
"the children of the wicked one" grew together, but now
there is a separation, and "the children of the kingdom "
are freed from the errors of Babylon, and they work to-
gether for the continued proclamation of the harvest mes-
sage. They will continue to do this until the harvest work
is finished, then these "children of the kingdom" wil l
"shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father . "
They will become part of the promised "Sun of Righteous-
ness" which will then arise with "healing in his wings . "
--Mal. 4 : 2

The brethren were reminded by those on the panel tha t
it takes energy and sacrifice to participate in the harves t
work, and the great faithfulness of the brethren in thi s
respect was noted . It was referred to as a miracle tha t
such a small group of people could, by pooling their ef-
forts, and by their faithfulness in individual undertakings ,
witness to so many people in so many countries . The joys
of the harvest are rich, and there was much evidence of
this at the convention .

A Repor t

One segment of the panel discussion was devoted to th e
presentation of a report of some of the general activitie s
of the brethren as they co-labor in the harvest work . The
great importance of individual witness work through the
distribution of tracts and otherwise was stressed . Mention
was made of special tracting parties and their value ; also
of mailing tracts . The brethren were reminded of the rich
joys experienced in our efforts to make known the gla d
tidings of the kingdom . The remark was made that there
is no time when the truth means so much to us as when
we are doing all we can to make it known to others .
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In connection with the general work a report was pre-
sented concerning the use of The Bible Answers films ,
other than on television . Two of these films, "The Un-
known God" and "Life After Death," have now been
shown in more than 11,000 churches and clubs, with a to-
tal attendance of nearly half a million . The film, "Archeol-
ogy Proves the Bible," is now being made available to th e
distributing agency and it is expected that this film will
also receive a wide distribution. The observation was mad e
that the more than 11,000 showings of The Bible Answer s
films in churches and clubs is the equivalent of that num-
ber of public meetings . This is a witness work that is going
on continuously and quietly, but none the less effectively .
The brethren themselves are making wide use of Th e
Bible Answers films for public meetings, and for showin g
in rest homes of various types .

Radio and Television

The radio and television work continues at about th e
same level as a year ago, and there are many evidences o f
the Lord's blessing upon these co-operative efforts . In re-
sponse to questions, it was brought out that up until now
we have received about $1,000,000 worth of free time o n
television stations and according to figures given to us by
television statisticians, The Bible Answers films have been
witnessed by 300,000,000 people .

It was stated by the panel that these reports were not
presented with the thought of emphasizing accomplish-
ments, but as an expression of appreciation to the Lord
for the privileges he is giving to all his people to partici-
pate in the general witness work . One of the very inter-
esting aspects of the Book of Acts is that it presents s o
many "reports" of the activities of the brethren in th e
Early Church .

Consolation Folder s

The effectiveness of the Consolation Folders being sen t
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to relatives of the deceased was also mentioned . For a
long time this has been one of the blessed aspects of the
harvest work . As all know, the names and addresses o f
these mourners are obtainable through the local newspa-
pers, and individuals and classes in many places are mak-
ing use of this opportunity of comforting them . Much mail
is received at The Dawn from those who receive the Con-
solation Folder, expressing appreciation for being remem-
bered in their time of need, and asking for a copy of th e
"Hope" booklet . After reading the booklet many of thes e
write for additional literature . Through the years a num-
ber have come into the truth as a result of this phase o f
the harvest work.

Magazine Advertisin g

Another general activity, also made possible through th e
co-operation of the brethren, is the announcement of trut h
literature in national magazines, and to some extent i n
newspapers . Among the magazines used for this purpose
are Look, Life, Time, Parade, and the National Geographic .
In October an advertisement will appear in Mc Call's, and ,
in November a repeat ad will be run in the National
Geographic .

The advertisement which appeared in the National Geo-
graphic in May brought, to date, 3,200 replies, and they are
still coming in. The vast majority of these were, of caourse ,
from the United States and Canada, but in addition, re-
plies to the advertisement came from sixty-one foreign
countries . Thus the effort was well-nigh world-wide .

Effect on Ourselves

In John 17 :17 Jesus prayed that his followers might b e
sanctified by the truth, and every follower of the Master
can testify that the use of the truth for the blessing of
others makes it all the more powerful as a sanctifyin g
power in our own lives . These is no joy greater than that
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which we experience as we endeavor to make known the
glad tidings to others. We know also that those who make
their calling and election sure to live and reign with Christ
will be those who have been faithful in bearing witness t o
the truth. John spoke of those who are beheaded for the
witness of Jesus and for the Word of God, and informs u s
that these are the ones who will live and reign with Christ .
(Rev . 20:4) On the point of being sanctified by the truth
through its promulgation for the blessing of others, th e
following paragraph was read from "The New Creation, "
page 137 :

"True sanctification of the heart to the Lord will mea n
diligence in his service ; it will mean a declaration of th e
good tidings to others; it will mean the building up of on e
another in the most holy faith ; it will mean that we should
do good unto all men as we have opportunity, especially
to the household of faith ; it will mean that in these various
ways our lives, consecrated to the Lord, shall be laid dow n
for the brethren (I John 3:16) day by day, opportunity by
opportunity, as they shall come to us ; it will mean that
our love for the Lord, for the brethren, for our families
and, sympathetically, for the world of mankind, will in-
creasingly fill our hearts as we grow in grace, knowledge ,
and obedience to the Divine Word and example. Never-
theless, all these exercisings of our energies for others ar e
merely so many ways in which, by the Lord's providences,
our own sanctification may be accomplished . As iron
sharpeneth iron, so our energies on behalf of others bring
blessings to ourselves . Additionally, while we should mor e
and more come to that grand condition of loving our neigh-
bors as ourselves—especially the household of faith—ye t
the mainspring back of all this should be our supreme
love for our Creator and Redeemer, and our desire to be
and to do what would please him . Our sanctification, there -
fore, must be primarily toward God, and first affect our
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own hearts and wills, and, as a result of such devotion t o
God, find its exercise in the interests of the brethren an d
of all men . "

With the reading of this beautiful and meaningful para-
graph from the writings of Brother Russell, the round -
table discussion was brought to a close .

First and Second Advent Similaritie s

There was a somewhat historical survey of the fulfil -
ment of Jesus' warnings to his people of circumstances an d
events to take place at his first and second advents . The
attacks on Jerusalem after the first advent were studied ,
as well as events at this end of the age . Especially men-
tioned in this connection was present-day Israel as a ful-
filment of prophecy . Mention was made that it was suc h
signs rather than chronology which establish the truth
that Jesus is present .

Another brother reminded the brethren at the conven-
tion that the Bible is no longer held to be the Word o f
God by many nominal ministers . True followers of th e
Lord will study the Bible faithfully, and reverence it s
Author. The increase of knowledge which we thereby gain ,
however, should not puff us up but rather make us realiz e
all the more how truly imperfect we are and how short
we come of the divine standard of perfection . This should
be borne in mind, for pride is the root of much of ou r
trouble today .

Take Heed

We should take heed not only in troublous times but al-
so when we are in good times lest we be carried away b y
self-assurance . None of us has so much of the Lord's Spiri t
that we do not need a refilling of the Spirit every day . One
of our problems may well be a lack of a rich indwelling o f
the Lord's Holy Spirit . One who grows in knowledge but
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not in grace can become a trial to the Lord's people, even
as the world is being tried by the "increase of knowledge . "

Sacrifice of strength, means, and time is appreciated b y
tin Lord, but there are instances when the sacrifice of
some of our dogmatic opinions would also be very much
appreciated by the Lord . We should not attempt to force
our opinions upon others. There are times when just t o
remain silent is the best thing we can do. Our Lord did
this . (Isa . 53 :7 )

The center of our message is Christ . Paul used the name
ir.are than 400 times in his epistles . It was mentioned that
Brother Russell once discharged a pligrim who insisted on
preaching him instead of Jesus Christ. Surely we can fol-
low the example of Brother Russell in this connection an d
insist on preaching Jesus Christ and him crucified .

Wait on the Lord

To keep the thought of the theme text of the conven-
tion before the brethren, six brethren discussed the ex -
ample of waiting on the Lord, as exemplified by Abraham ,
Job, Daniel, Peter, Paul, and Jesus . Abraham considere d
God's promise to him so wonderful that he was glad t o
wait for its fulfilment . Job displayed a willingness to wait
on the Lord even though he did not know all the detail s
concerning the reasons for his intense sufferings . He
trusted the Lord even though he could not trace him .
Daniel, because of his faith, manifested great courage a s
he waited on the Lord, a waiting which was in the face of
threatened death .

Waiting on the Lord also implies service in his cause .
Peter exhibited faithfulness in this connection by giving
up everything to follow Jesus as a "fisher of men ." Paul
went through severe trials but because he waited on th e
Lord he became assured that "at that day" he would re-
ceive a "crown of righteousness which fadeth not away . "
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Jesus was our greatest example . When, at the age of
twelve, in studying the Scriptures he came to realize tha t
the time had not come for him to begin his ministry, he
waited for the Lord's due time . We also should await the
Lord's due time in connection with our own experiences ,
as well as with the outworking of the divine plan .

Fervent Love Neede d

Matthew 24:12, 13 speaks of the love of many waxing
cold at the time of our Lord's second presence . Thisshould
put us on the alert to make sure that we do not lose our
first love for the Lord, the truth, and the brethren . As
should be expected, the church this side the veil is de -
creasing, and we need each other more than ever . If we
want to join the overcomers on the other side of the vei l
we must be faithful in love and in sacrifice.

Justice is the foundation of God's throne, another broth-
er reminded us, and God himself is the righteous Judge.
Judgment of the house of God began at Pentecost, and Go d
is the presiding Judge . During this judgment day of the
church, Satan is permitted to test the Lord's people, ofte n
by becoming an accuser of the brethren . We should not
participate with Satan in his accusations .

Knowledge is important to the Christian . It is our knowl-
edge of God's wonderful plan to use the faithful of thi s
age to bless all the families of the earth in the next ag e
that inspires us to faithfulness . These glorious doctrines o f
the divine plan are the things that matter, and our know-
ing God through these doctrines, and being conformed t o
his image, is what the Christian life is all about .

The Sin of Prid e

Proverbs 13:10 reads in part, "Only by pride cometh
contention." The Adversary's fall, mentioned in Isaiah 14 ,
was caused by his desire for exaltation, self-promotion-
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pride. He forgot that true promotion cometh only fro m
the Lord . (Ps . 75:6) Jesus, because of his humble obedience
to God's will, received what Satan attempted to capture b y
usurpation. The same shall be true of us if we encourage
the grace of humility within our hearts. Pride can be de-
tected by realizing that some of its symptoms are reflected
in the attitude that we are always right . This is accom-
panied by a hypercritical attitude toward others .

"Be of Good Courage"

The full theme text of the convention was, "Wait on th e
Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thin e
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord." (Ps. 27:14) Four example s
of "good courage" were brought before the convention b y
four speakers . The examples were Joshua, the three He-
brews, Stephen, and Jesus .

Joshua's courage was not blind nor foolhardy, but ema-
nated from a trust in God and in his Word. So it should
be with us . The three Hebrews found themselves in very
trying circumstances; and so it is with us. Let us be o f
good courage as they were, knowing that the Lord will
never leave us .

It was noted in the account of Stephen's death that in -
stead of concentrating on the present severities of his cir-
cumstances he thought of the Lord sitting at the righ t
hand of God, and what courage this must have given him .
This heavenly vision of good things to come eased his bur-
dens and enabled him to "be of good courage." Jesus por-
trayed great courage by preaching the truth concernin g
himself even when he knew that it would mean his death .

The immersion Service

The immersion service was conducted on Wednesday ,
and seven dear ones symbolized their consecration to b e
dead with Christ . The baptismal service is always filled
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with blessings, not only for those who are baptized, bu t
for all the consecrated present, for they are reminde d
afresh of the solemnity of their dedication to the Lord ,
and that their consecration is in reality a covenant o f
sacrifice. It is always a blessing to be reminded that it i s
only if we suffer and die with Jesus that we can hope to
live and reign with him.

"What Shall I Give "

A discourse was given based on II Chronicles 1 :7 and I
Kings 3 :5, which reads : "In that night did God appear un-
to Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall give thee" ;
"In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream b y
night : and God said, Ask what I shall give thee ." This dis-
course directed our minds to the eternal things which we
have the privilege of seeking from the Lord . At times Solo-
mon was a good example of this. Solomon asked not fo r
earthly joys or riches, but for the wisdom to do that which
was right in God's sight . We have been provided with that
wisdom through the Lord's Word . At the present time it
leads us to sacrifice, which, if we are faithful unto death ,
will result in the joy of reigning with Christ for the bless-
ing of all the families of the earth .

Faith Tried

Romans 10 :17 informs us that faith comes from the hear-
ing of the Word of God. There have been millions wh o
have died for their faith, but there are only 144,000 sac-
rificial deaths which result in obtaining the divine natur e
and joint-heirship With' Christ . These were acceptable t o
God because they sought to live their lives in strictest har-
mony with the Word of God and its rules and instructions .

We are in a time of revealment . Our tests and our trials
manifest to us the amount of progress we have made in
the development of a Christlike character . For example ,
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a brother may get angry and excuse himself by saying h e
lost his patience . In reality, however, the experience of
the brother simply manifested that he did not have much
patience to lose . God put Abraham to the test . He put
Jesus to the test, and he will put us to the test . If we have
worked hard we will pass our tests. We can be tried both
by prosperity and by adversity . Through such experience s
we are revealed both to ourselves and to our brethren .

The Heart Strengthened

Four brethren discussed that portion of the theme text
pertaining to the strengthening of the heart . In this dis-
cussion Gideon, Elijah, the two disciples who walked to
Emmaus, and Jesus were used as examples of how the
Lord in times of need does give strength unto his people .

In a poem composed specially for the purpose, it wa s
pointed out how the Lord gave direction and courage to
Gideon at the time the Israelites were being oppressed b y
the Midianites . In the strength of the Lord, Gideon de-
feated and routed the Midianites, and the Israelites wer e
given rest from their oppressors .

The lesson brought to our attention through the ex-
periences of Elijah was that if we are to receive strengt h
from the Lord we must be obedient to his instructions .
Elijah was truly obedient and received courage to chal-
lenge the priests of Baal, which resulted in the glory o f
the Lord being revealed to all Israel .

The two disciples who walked to Emmaus following th e
crucifixion of Jesus were downcast and discouraged . They
expressed their feelings to one whom they thought to b e
a stranger, but who was actually the resurrected Jesus .
Jesus took the occasion to call their attention to the proph-
ecies of the Old Testament concerning the suffering of th e
Messiah, and that it would be after his suffering and death
that he would enter into glory. The two disciples graspe d

VINEYARD ECHOES

	

55



the thought, and later realized that it was the resurrected
Jesus who had presented this revealing message to them ,
and they said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn with-
in us, as he talked with us by the way, and opened to u s
the Scriptures? "

Jesus received much of his strength and courage through
the joy that was set before him in the promises of the
Scriptures . Paul wrote concerning Jesus, "Who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising th e
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne o f
God."—Heb. 12 : 2

Onenes s

The Apostle Peter wrote, "Finally, be ye all of one mind ,
having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous ; not rendering evil for evil, or rail-
ing for railing : but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye
are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing . "
(I Pet. 3:8, 9) This is a time when the faith of the brethre n
is being tested, especially with respect to time prophecies ,
and it is inevitable that there should be differing view s
along these lines . However, we should be tolerant and lov-
ing with each other as we endeavor as far as possible t o
see eye to eye on these points .

Two Salvation s

It was appropriate that the great fundamental truths con-
cerning the two salvations in the plan of God should b e
discussed in one of the discourses—the heavenly salvatio n
for the church of the present Gospel Age, and the earthl y
salvation for the world of mankind during the Millennia l
Age. Without a comprehension of these two salvations no
real harmony can be found in the promises of God re-
corded in the Bible .
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Jesus said that he was going away to prepare a plac e
for his followers of the present age, but, as the Scripture s
reveal, the earthly paradise for mankind in general was
prepared "from the foundation of the world ." It was lost
because of sin, but redeemed by Jesus' death, and will be
restored to mankind during "the times of restitution of al l
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all hi s
holy prophets since the world began."-Acts 3:19-21

Closing Service and Love Feas t

The closing session of the convention was on Thursda y
evening, August 14 . It opened with a half-hour praise serv-
ice listed on the program as "Melodies of Praise ." Chil-
dren's singing was featured in this session ; there were two
solos, and group singing, all of which stirred the hearts of
the brethren to further appreciate the loving-kindness o f
our Heavenly Father .

The closing discourse was a most appropriate one, re -
calling some of the precious thoughts which had been pre -
sented at the convention, and encouraging the brethren to
greater love for each other and a more fervent zeal fo r
the service of the Lord . Like the disciples of old, the hearts
of the brethren burned within them as they were reminde d
of the rich manner in which the Lord had blessed the m
during the six days of this holy convocation .

The customary love feast brought the convention official-
ly to a close . But it seemed to be more, much more, tha n
the usual love feast, for as the brethren expressed thei r
farewells and said "God bless you" to one another there
was evidence that this convention had moved them more
deeply, and had given them a greater determination to b e
faithful to the Lord and to one another than any conven-
tion had done for a long time . There were few dry eyes as
the love feast proceeded, but they were tears of gladnes s
which were so openly displayed, not tears of sadness . All
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were glad that the Lord had met with his people, and had
so richly blessed them in their seeking for a knowledge o f
his will, and the strength to continue laying down thei r
lives in his service .

The Business Meeting

Since the General Convention is self-sponsoring, it is es-
sential each year to hold a business meeting to make th e
necessary arrangements for the coming year. Indiana Uni-
versity invited the brethren to hold their convention i n
1970 on its campus, the dates offered being August 8
through 13. The convention voted to accept this invitation .
The General Convention committee of arrangements fo r
the program and other matters was elected . The committee
for 1970 consists of Brothers R . J. Krupa; E. K. Penrose ;
Charles Chupa ; Stephen Roskiewicz, and W . N. Woodworth .

It was announced at the business meeting that various
brethren had offered to create a special fund to make pos-
sible the granting of half price rates to those eightee n
years and younger for the convention week. The special
classes for these are proving to be a ,great blessing to them ,
and it is the desire of the brethren to have as many a s
possible attend. This special rate was provided for the 1969
convention for the eighteen year olds and under, only
when accompanied by their parents . In 1970 this restric-
tion will not apply .

TWELVE MESSENGERS OF HOP E

A gift subscription to The Dawn will bring hope ,
comfort, and encouragement to a friend or relative .

Remember someone today ?

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS . $1 .00 A YEAR . 6 FOR $5.00
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Greetings to the Conventio n

From Other Countries

From India

Dear Brothers and Sisters : We send our greetings of Chris-
tian love to all the dear ones in the Lord assembled at the
General Convention, and pray that the grace and the peac e
from our Heavenly Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ an d
present King be with you all during this special occasion o f
your - convention . May God strengthen the hearts of all you
assembled at Bloomington .—P. L. Fernande s

Dear Brethren in our Lord Jesus Christ : We of the Sout h
India Bible Students Committee send our warmest Christia n
love and greetings to the General Convention at Bloomington ,
Indiana . We are a small group of Bible Students in South India ,
living in various parts of this region, spreading the truth i n
accordance with the teachings of our Beloved Pastor Russell .
We trust in the Lord and wait for his ' guidance and protection ,
and we have a strong determination to lift up the banner o f
Christ in this idol-worshiping country, Please remember us
and our work before the throne of grace so that we may have
strength to bear witness to his truth and his kingdom . By hi s
grace and everlasting love, in the Lord Jesus Christ—S . J .
Sundarajan, Secretary

From Englan d

May the Lord bless the convention being held at Blooming -
ton . Our prayers are with you all .—Dewsbury Ecclesia

From the Aldersbrook Ecciesia

The Aldersbrook Ecciesia, (England) sends greetings wit h
Deuteronomy 31 :8—"And the Lord, he it is that doth go before
thee, he will not fail thee: fear not, neither be dismayed . "
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From New Zealan d

Once again we are keen to express our good wishes to you
all, not untouched by a degree of envy. However, we rejoic e
with you in the fellowship of the saints, and shall follow th e
program with the greatest of interest . In these days of trial
and testing it behooves each one to take full advantage of op-
portunities of fellowship and upbuilding in the doctrines of our
most holy faith, and we are sure that this convention will be a
blessing to each one . Sincere Christian love—Nat and Mario n
Hiam

From the Athens Ecclesia, Greec e

Dearly Beloved in Christ : The Athens Ecclesia, by their serv-
ants, send fervent Christian love in the name of our present
Bridegroom . Though we are seven thousand miles away, yet we

are with you in spirit and in prayer . Our lot has fallen in pleas -
ant places. The Lord's people have focused their eyes upon
you because from your country the light in these last days wen t
forth and still goes forth—from the West to the East durin g
the second presence of the Lord, even as at the time of th e
first advent it went forth from the East to the West . How thank-
ful we are that soon the Lord's kingdom will supply all the
needs of the people, and in addition free them from sin an d
death . The Athens class, Salonica Class, and the brethren at
Patras, as well as many isolated brethren we visit, stand sted-
fast in the present truth, and send their love to you who are
gathered at this holy convocation in Bloomington . We pray that
you will be stimulated by the signs of the times, and hold hig h
the banner of our Heavenly Father's kingdom, which is the
hope of the world.—D. Kastanis and Skra Kallithe a

From Australi a

Warm Christian greetings from Melbourne .--Berean Brethren

From Denmar k

Beloved Brethren in Christ Jesus! Our little class here wis h
to send our most hearty greetings to you all . May rich spir-
itual blessings from our dear Heavenly Father, and from ou r
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dear present Lord and Master be with you in these days. Davi d
says, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren t o
dwell- together in unity." May this be your happy experience a t
the convention. Please also take this as a greeting from the
few scattered brethren throughout Scandinavia . For the Danish
Dawn, yours in the blessed hope—Herman Larse n

From Finland

Dear Brothers and Sisters : Cordial greetings to you all - wh o
are meeting in the 1969 General Convention in Bloomington ,
fildiana. "Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father ,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ." (Eph . 1:2) We in Finland wish
to express our warmest thanks for The Dawn Magazine . Some
of its articles are translated from English into Finnish, an d
published in our Finnish magazine . Every summer we meet in
convention, the number gathering being about thirty . We re-
member in our prayers all God's people . We rejoice for soon
the last members of the "little flock" will finish their way o f
sacrifice, and an entrance shall be ministered unto them abun-
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviou r
Jesus Christ . After that the Lord will pour out his Spirit upon
all flesh . (Joel 2 :28) Then will come the answer to the prayer ,
"Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is i n
heaven." "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all .
Amen." With Christian love on behalf of the brethren of Fin-
land—Jalo Virtanen, and Matti Mattil a

From Germany

Dearly Beloved Brethren: We in Germany are with you and
pray to the Lord for our fellowship with you in the present
truth, and in his work . May the Lord give us all strength to be
faithful unto the end! We are sending to you our heartfel t
greetings with II Corinthians 9 :8: "God is able to make al l
grace abound toward you ; that ye, always having all sufficien-
cy in all things, may abound to every good work ." Your breth -
ren in the German Dawn—Brother and Sister Fischer, Brothe r
Paul, and Sister Krecker
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Speakers' Appointments
These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .

WALTER BLICHARZ Jackson,

	

Mich . 8
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

Oct .

	

18, 19 Bay City, Mich . 9

O . D. DEIFER Grand Rapids, Mich . 10, 1 2
York,

	

Pa .

	

Oct. 5 Covert,

	

Mich . 1 3

G . HOMER HAMLIN Gary,

	

Ind . 1 4
Sayville,

	

N .

	

Y . Oct . 5 Muncie,

	

Ind . 1 5

G. O. JEUCK Columbus,

	

Ind . 1 6 .
Louisville,

	

Ala . Oct. 2 Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 18, 1 9

Birmingham, Ala . 3 Nashville,

	

Tenn . 2 0
Nashville,

	

Tenn . 5 Memphis, Tenn . 2 1

St .

	

Louis,

	

Mo . 7 Brinkley,

	

Ark . 2 2
Kansas City, Mo . 8 Fayetteville,

	

Ark . 2 3
St . Joseph, Mo . 9 Muldrow,

	

Okla . 2 4

Carthage, Mo . 10 Oklahoma City,

	

Okla . 2 6
Fayetteville,

	

Ark . 12 Stigler,

	

Okla . 2 7

Stigler,

	

Okla . 13 Shreveport,

	

La . 2 8
Oklahoma

	

City, Okla . 14 Louisville,

	

Ala . 3 0

Weatherford, Tex . 16 E . K . PENROS E
Gustine,

	

Tex . 17 Muncie,

	

Ind . Oct. 1
San

	

Antonio,

	

Tex . 19 LaSalle,

	

III . 2
Houston,

	

Tex . 20 Rockford,

	

III . 3

Lake Charles,

	

La . 21 Milwaukee, Wis . 5

Shreveport,

	

La . 22 Minneapolis,

	

Minn . 6
Mobile,

	

Ala . 24 (Fillmore )
Jacksonville,

	

Fla . 26 Helena,

	

Mont . 9
A . H . KRUMPOLT Kalispell,

	

Mont . 1 0

Oct .

	

1 9Catawissa, Pa . Havre, Mont. 1 2
R . J .

	

KRUPA Calgary,

	

Alta . 1 3

Buffalo,

	

N .

	

Y . Oct .

	

4, 5 Luseland, Sask . 1 5

Boston, Mass. 26 Middle

	

Lake,

	

Sask . 1 6
J . Y . MAC AULAY Melfort,

	

Sask . 1 7
Baltimore,

	

Md . Oct .

	

12 Prince Albert,

	

Sask . 1 9
Philadelphia,

	

Pa . 12 Porcupine

	

Plain,

	

Sask . 20

M. C. MITCHELL Regina,

	

Sask . 2 1

Paterson, N . J . Oct .

	

12 Yorkton,

	

Sask . 22

HARRY PASSIOS Canora, Sask . 23, 2 4

Oct .

	

1Elyria,

	

Ohio Winnipeg,

	

Man . 26

Toledo,

	

Ohi o
Pontiac,

	

Mich .
2
3

Minneapolis,

	

Minn . 28

(Cedar Ave . )
Detroit,

	

Mich . 5 Clinton,

	

Iowa 29

Chatham, Ont . 6 St .

	

Louis,

	

Mo . 30
London,

	

Ont . 7 Zeigler,

	

III . 31
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LEO POST
Allentown,

	

Pa .
H . W. PRICE

Laramie, Wyo .
Denver, Colo.
Pueblo, Colo .

27, 28
2 9

30, 3 1
Oct . 2 6

Kelowna-Winfield,

	

B .

	

C . Oct .

	

10, 11 H . J . TIEMEYER
Penticton,

	

B.

	

C . 12 Catawissa,

	

Pa . Oct .

	

1 9
Wenatchee, Wash . 13 F . S . WASSMAN N
Spokane, Wash . 14 New London, Conn . Oct .

	

1 9
Sagle,

	

Idaho 15 C . R . WEIDA
Kalispell,

	

Mont . 16, 17 Boston, Mass . Oct .

	

1 2
Havre, Mont . 19, 20 Catawissa,

	

Pa . 1 9
Salt Lake City, Utah 22, 23 W . N . WOODWORT H
Bosler, Wyo. 25, 26 Cincinnati, Ohio Oct .

	

18,

	

19

--0

LOCAL ECCLESIA ASSIGNMENT S
For a considerable time we have been publishing the appoint-
ments of local elders when scheduled by their board to serve
ecclesias other than their own . With the increasing requests for
this service it has become impractical to continue it . We have
enjoyed rendering this service through the years and regret
that it now seems best to give it up .

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
C . A . CORNELL E. T . NADAL

Dewsbury

	

.

	

. (Sat .)

	

Nov . 29 Dewsbury .

	

.

	

(Sat.)

	

Oct .

	

2 5
Latchford .

	

.

	

.

	

. .

	

.

	

.

	

30 Latchford

	

. .

	

(Sat.)

	

Nov . 1

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
OCTOBER 2—"Forgetting those
things which are behind"—
Philippians 3 :13 (Z. '04-23 Hym n
192 )
OCTOBER 9—"Why are ye fear-
ful, 0 ye of little faith?"—
Matthew 8 :26 (Z . '04-60 Hym n
233 )
OCTOBER 16—"He maketh the

storm a calm."—Psalm 107 :2 9
(Z . '04-60 Hymn App. R )
OCTOBER 23—"Whosoever will
be chief among you, let him b e
your servant"—Matthew 20 :2 7
(Z . '04-140 Hymn 312 A )
OCTOBER 30—"No man can
serve two masters."—Matthe w
6 :24 (Z. '01-61 Hymn 213 )

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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Conventions

Fuil information concerning programs and room reservations can be obtained
by writing to the name listed . An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion servic e
is being planned .

*BUFFALO, N . Y., Oct . 4, 5—Swee t
Home Masonic Hall, Sweet Hom e
Road and Sheridan Drive . Mr. Stan-
ley T. Koszka, 670 Union Road .
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 4, 5—
Walker Junior High School, 425 2
Three Mile Rd ., N . W. Mrs . Bernar d
Fuerst, 804 Conger St., N. E .
AGAWAM, MASS ., Oct. 5—Benjami n
Phelps School, corner Main & Schoo l
Sts . Mrs . Leslie W . Hindle, Route 1 ,
Box 127, Depot St ., Broad Brook,
Conn .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Oct. 5—
2601 Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs. C . R .
Newham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .
PIQUA, OHIO, Oct . 5—YWCA, 41 8
N . Wayne St . Mrs . I . J . Peddemors ,
222 Walker St.
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF., Oct. 11,1 2
—Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana St .
Mrs . George H . Croker, 2845 Broad
St.
COLUMBUS, OHIO, Oct. 12—Centra l
Savings - Rear, Refugee Rd . and
College Ave . Mrs . Clyde Harp, 2635
Elliott Ave .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Oct. 18, 19—
Masonic Temple, (Social Room 3) 31 7
E . Fifth St . Mrs . Edith M . Harp, 3908
S . Madison Ave .
MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 18, 19 —
Aurora Lodge, 734 N . 26 St . Mrs .
Violet Pazucha, 4454 S . 14 St.
BERWICK, PA ., Oct . 19—Berwick Ho-
tel, Third & Market Sts . Mrs . Luthe r
Letterman, 136 W . Main St ., Cata-
wissa, Pa .

CLEVELAND, OHIO, Oct . 19—Mason-
ic Temple, 3615 Euclid Ave. Mrs . Ia n
M . Cipperley, 1539 Genessee Rd .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 19—
IOGT Hall, 2922 Ceda .' Ave . Mrs .
Doris Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Ave .
Circle S .

NEW LONDON, CONN., Oct. 19—
Union Hall, 33 Union St. Mrs. Ev a
Cooper, 16 Bliven St ., Groton, Conn .

WACO, TEX ., Oct. 25, 26—Assembl y
Room of Texas Power & Light Co . ,
3600 Franklin Ave. Mrs. J . B. Hill -
house, 3532 Frederick Ave.

CHICAGO, ILL., Oct. 26—Masonic
Temple, 5352 W. Chicago Ave . Mr .
George Tabac, 7244 W . Lill, Niles,
III .

DETROIT, MICH ., Oct. 26—Northwest
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River .
Mr . Frank Niemczak, 18937 Murray
Hill .

ORLANDO, FLA., Nov. 2—Orland o
Garden Club, 710 E. Rollins St . Mrs.
Stanley W. Jeuck, 1910 Hillcrest St.

PORTLAND, OREG., Nov. 8. 9—Norse
Hall, 111 N . E . Eleventh, Corne r
Couch St . Mrs . Jerry Leslie, 161 7
S . E . Umatilla St.

NEW HAVEN, CONN ., Nov. 9—
YWCA Bldg ., 42-48 Howe St . Mrs .
Richard Suraci, 171 Johnson Rd . ,
Hamden, Conn.

BUFFALO, N . Y ., Nov . 30
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

SIX VOLUMES
OVER 3,000 PAGES
CLOTH BOUND

$500 PER SET

Studies
in the
Scriptures

O THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES
CLOTH, 75 CENTS: PAPER. 50 CENTS

® THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

O THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH, 75 CENT S

® THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

® THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

® THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 0707 3

CLOTH
BOUND . SOD

Presents the significanc e
of the sacrificial service s
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3, 10 CENTS EACH ;
VOLUMES 4-6, IS CENTS EAC H

TABERNACL E
SHADOWS

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day ;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

DAILY
HEAVENLY

MANNA

CLOTH BOUND, $I .00



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH. . .

r
That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor. 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f

these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,

the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting

place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," "a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saint s
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 2.4:14; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom--the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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