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Highlights of Dawn

The Coming Universal Religion

"Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that the y
may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him wit h
one consent."—Zephaniah 3 :9

THE religious outlook in the world today is just as chaoti c
as the political and national . Fifteen years ago there were
signs of religious revival, but that now has given place t o
a dwindling interest in religion, and a waning of religiou s
influence in the affairs of the world . It was hoped by mil -
lions that Vatican Council II would engender a renewe d
interest in religion, particularly from the standpoint of
increasing co-operation among the various denominationa l
churches ; and hope was expressed that even the Catholics ,
Protestants, and Jews would find a way to merge thei r
efforts and thus become more effective in a world which
is becoming increasingly godless .

The ecumenical spirit has prevailed to some extent .
There have been many instances in which Catholics, Prot-
estants, and Jews have shared the same platform in con -
ducting unity meetings . There have been mergers of
various Protestant churches, and additional mergers are in
the making. Whatever credit might he due Vatican Counci l
II for encouraging this ecumenical spirit will be something
for historians to evaluate, but one thing now seems evident ,
which is that long pent-up feelings within the Catholi c
Church of dissatisfaction with various features of Catholi c
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Church laws have surfaced as a result of Vatican II, an d

this has led to a grave crisis within what has been claime d
for centuries as being the one true church.

Priests and nuns by the thousand are leaving their post s
of duty, many of them withdrawing entirely from th e
Catholic Church . There is a continual controversy going o n
within the church between the liberals and conservatives .
The liberals press for more and more changes, and th e
conservatives protest that since the Catholic Church is th e
one and only true church, and is governed by an infallibl e
pope, changes should not be made .

The pope sides with the conservatives, and the situatio n
has become so serious that at Eastertime he said in tw o
of his speeches that there is now a schism within th e
church comparable to the one which shook the church a t
the time of the Reformation . The Christian Century, a

noted liberal. Protestant Magazine, reports the view of " a
Catholic friend in high standing" that this division would
come into full bloom this October at the Synod of Bishop s
meetings to be held in Rome at that time . The Christian
Century said :

"It was his [the `friend's'] judgment that Pope Paul VI
would seek to use the synod to restore the authority o f
the papacy to its pre-Johannine (before John XXIII, tha t
is) position and to retreat still further into the arsena l
of infallibility. Our friend said sadly that the schis m
which is coming is therefore of the pope's own makin g
and that almost nothing can be done to prevent it . "

The "Unknown God "

A general review of religious convictions and practices

as we see them in the world today, and as they have existe d

throughout the ages, helps us to understand Paul's feelings
when he stood on Mars' hill and preached to the Athenian

philosophers . He said, "Ye men of Athens, I perceive that

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

	

3



in all things ye are too superstitious . For as I passed by ,
and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this in-
scription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD . Whom therefore ye
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you ."—Acts 17:22,2 3

The Athenians are to be commended for the open man-
ner in which they confessed their belief in a God who m
they did not know. Actually, regardless of the many re-
ligious distortions Satan has foisted upon peoples' mind s
in all ages, deep down in their hearts they have longed to
know and come under the care of a God who has been un-
known to them—a God of compassion and love . Most of
the millions who have tried to worship the grotesque go d
of torment have probably often wished for a kindlier Go d
whom they could serve, and the praises of whom the y
could sound forth to the people .

Dr . Einstein and other scientists bow in reverence before
a God of superior intelligence and power ; but from the
material things of the universe alone, cannot visualize hi m
as being motivated by love, although they probably al l
hope that he is . It is only in the Bible, the infallible Wor d
of God, that we find all God's attributes manifested, in-
cluding love, and these are revealed in the wonderful di-
vine plan which the Bible outlines for human recover y
from sin and death .

So far as we know, among the wooden, stone, and meta l
idols throughout the heathen world today, there is non e
ascribed to "the unknown god," as was the case in ancien t
Athens. But we can be safe in saying that in the hearts o f
untold millions there is an image of a God whom the peopl e
would like to believe exists, a God who is loving and kind ,
and able to take hold of the confused affairs of the world
today, and bring order out of chaos, peace out of turmoi l
and war, understanding and co-operation out of the bitte r
strife of words and conflict of ideologies .
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It is this "unknown God" whom the people are thinkin g
about when they raise the oft repeated question, "Where
is God in the suffering world of today?" They know that
Mohammed cannot do anything about world suffering .
They know that neither Buddha nor any other heathen god
can help . Nor have the Catholic and Protestant gods ,
throughout the centuries of their existence, had a cure fo r
world tensions, except more war . So the rank and file of
the people do not expect much from these sources . They
are not too concerned as to whether their bishops, priests ,
or ministers are liberal or conservative .

But there is that God who, throughout the ages, has been
unknown to the people, the true and living God . He has
provided a remedy for the worlds ills, and that remed y
will soon be applied. This is the remedy mentioned in our
text . It is the turning of a pure message to the people t o
enable them to know the true God, and unitedly to serve
him, that is, "with one consent . "

The time for the fulfilment of this wonderful promise ,
as indicated by the word "then," is immediately after the
whole symbolic "earth" has been devoured by "the fir e
of God's zeal," as prophesied in the preceding verse . This
verse reads, "Wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, until the
day that I rise up to the prey : for my determination is t o
gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to
pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce
anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire o f
my jealousy [zeal] ."—Zeph. 3 : 8

The God-fearing people of all ages have been encourage d
to "wait" on the Lord . In every generation there have
been those who have wondered why God continued to per-
mit evil . To Habakkuk the Lord said, "The vision is yet for
an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and no t
lie: though it tarry, wait for it ; . . . it will not tarry ." (Hab .
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2:3) Paul quotes from this prophecy, and applies it to th e
second coming of Christ .—Heb. 10 :3 7

There is, therefore, no mistaking the time of its applica-
tion. It is at the end of the age, in the time of our Lord' s
second presence . First the vision speaks, giving the Lord' s
people an understanding of the times in which they are
living—among other things, the meaning of the great "tim e
of trouble" now upon the world—and also the assuranc e
that the waiting time is almost over; that the time is a t
hand when the Lord will put down iniquity and exal t
righteousness in the earth .

Indeed, because the vision has spoken, we now see that
the nations are already being gathered; that the "fire o f
God's zeal" is already upon them; and that when this as-
pect of divine intervation shall have accomplished its pur-
pose, the "pure language" will be turned to the people .
Then the unknown God will be revealed to them, and wit h
hearts rejoicing they will unitedy serve him, their song s
of praise filling the earth with his glory .

Characteristics of the True God

Paul explained to the Athenians some of the characteris-
tics of "the unknown God." He "made the world and all
things therein." He dwells "not in temples made with
hands," Paul said, evidently basing this remark on the
fact that towering above him as he spoke was a magnifi-
cent heathen temple of worship . It was a polite way o f
telling the Athenians that "the unknown God" did not
need such a temple .

The "unknown God," Paul further explained, "hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on al l
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times be -
fore appointed, and the bounds of their habitations tha t
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel afte r
him, and find him, though he be not far from everyone o f
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us: for in him we live, and move, and have our being . "
—Acts 17:24, 26-28

Paul further explained that since we are the offsprin g
of God, his creation, "we ought not to think that the God -
head [Deity, RSV] is like unto gold, or silver, or stone ,
graven by art and man's device ." (vs . 29) How wonderfully
Paul thus contrasts the true God with all the gods of the
heathen, and then reveals the quality of mercy exercised
by him in whom "we live, and move, and have our being . "
Referring to the period of the world's ignorance of the
"unknown God," Paul explained, "The times of this ig-
norance God winked at" ; that is, he will not hold their
ignorant worship of false gods against them .

"Now [God] commandeth all men everywhere to repent, "
Paul continues, "because he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness, by that
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given as-
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead." (Acts 17 :30, 31) The command to repentance ha s
gone out to the world through the Gospel, and while i t
has not been limited to any one nation or race, but has
been universal in its application to all people, the numbe r
who have thus far heard the message in an understandable
manner has been very small . It would seem that for thos e
who have not heard, God is still "winking" at their igno-
rance as he continues to prepare for their future blessing .

That blessing will be brought to the people through en-
lightenment . Notice how Paul contrasts the "times of thi s
ignorance" with the fact that God has appointed a futur e
judgment day . Paul knew this to be in harmony with th e
divine plan, for the Prophet Isaiah had written, "Whe n
thy judgments are abroad in the earth, the inhabitants o f
the world will learn righteousness ." (Isa. 26:9) Again we
read, "He shall judge the world with righteousness, and
the people with his truth ."—Ps . 96 :1 3
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Paul explains that this future work of enlightenment and
judgment will be in the hands of Jesus, and that God ha s
given assurance of this fact to all men in that he has raise d
Jesus from the dead. An outline of the qualifications o f
this future Judge of mankind is presented to us by th e
Prophet Isaiah, who identifies him as "a rod out of th e
stem of Jesse, and a branch" which was to grow out of hi s
roots . Isaiah writes :

"The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit o f
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might ,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear [reverence] of th e
Lord ; and shall make him of quick understanding in th e
fear of the Lord ; and he shall not judge after the sight o f
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears : but

with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the earth ."—Isa . 11 :2- 4

The earth will then be filled with a knowledge of the
Lord because he will then have turned to them that pure
message of our text—filled with knowledge as the "water s
cover the sea ." (Isa . 11 :9) This message, or language, will
sweep away the refuge of lies, misrepresentations, and dis-
tortions which have confused the minds of the fallen and
dying race—and will enlighten them concerning the tru e
and living God.

Then the people will serve the true God with "one con -
sent" ; that is, all in the same way . They will not be force d
to do so, but they will have learned to love their Creato r

because they will have been taught concerning his wisdom ,
justice, love, and power . They will learn how his love wa s

manifested and his justice satisfied through his belove d
Son who "gave himself a ransom for all ." They will see
his wisdom in the permission of evil, and in his loving pla n
for the recovery of the fallen race from sin and death .
They will see his power manifested in the resurrection .
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Then, as the Revelator assures us, "there shall be no
more death ." (Rev. 21:4) The people, raised from the dead ,
will have been convinced that God told the truth when h e
said, "Thou shalt surely die ." They will then know that
death, rather than torment, is the wages of sin . (Rom. 6:23 )
And they will rejoice also to learn that by accepting th e
provision of life made for them through the redemptive
work of Christ, and obeying the laws of his kingdom, they
may live forever .

It will then be true of the obedient that there is no more
death, because the people will have the opportunity of par-
taking of the tree of life and the water of life which will
then flow from the throne of God and of the Lamb ." (Rev .
22:1-3, 17) The leaves of that symbolic tree of life will be
for the healing of the people .

Then there will indeed be a world-wide, universal reli-
gion—the true religion, revealing the glory of God and
enlightening the people concerning his divine will fo r
them. The laws of God will not only then be learned, bu t
applied—written in the hearts of the people, the Lord as-
sures us . (Jer . 31:31-34) No one will then need to say to
his neighbor, "Know the Lord," for all shall know hi m
from the least to the greatest . So we are not dismayed at
the disintegration of man-made religion, but rejoice tha t
the true knowledge of God will become universal . What
a glorious prospect !

THIS UNUSUAL DA Y
Lester Pearson, noted statesman of Canada, once said :

"The measure of change is shown by four startling
facts : 1) nearly everything we know today had not ap-
peared in any book when I went to school ; 2) the sum
total of human knowledge now doubles every four years ;
3) twenty-five percent of all people who ever lived ar e
alive today; 4) ninety percent of all the research scien-
tists who ever lived are alive today . "
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Bible Study

LESSON FOR AUGUST 3

Ood's covenant and IL=

MEMORY VERSE : "And Moses said unto the people, Fear not :
for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be befor e

your faces, that ye sin not ."—Exodus 20 :20

EXODUS 19 :3-8,16,17 ; 20 :18-20

GOD entered into a covenan t

with the Israelites at Mt. Sinai .

The covenant was based upon

the Law, as epitomized in the

Ten Commandments . The Israel-

ites agreed to keep this Law,

which, as later development s

indicate, they did only partially

and intermittently . God's part

of the Law Covenant was two -

fold . (1) He promised that thos e

who kept the Law faithfull y

and inviolate would gain life .

(Lev . 18 :5) (2) God also prom-

ised that through obedience t o

the Law the nation of Israel

would become a holy nation

and "a kingdom of priests . "

—Exod. 19 : 6

Because of their unfaithful-

ness and imperfection the Is-

raelites failed to gain either o f

these rewards. In his fore -

knowledge God knew that they

would fail, but this did not in -

terfere with the outworking of
his plan . Paul wrote, "The law

was our schoolmaster to bring

us unto Christ ." (Gal . 3 :24) The

Law demonstrated that no mem-

ber of the fallen adamic race
could keep God's Law perfectl y

and thereby gain life, hence it

taught the necessity of a Re-
deemer . A minority of the

Israelites, beginning with Jesu s
and at Pentecost, learned th e

lesson which the "schoolmaster"

taught, and by faith accepte d

the provision of life made for

them through Jesus, who gav e
himself a ransom for all . —

I Tim. 2 :3-5

Paul mentions another pur-

pose served by the Law. We

quote : "Wherefore then serveth

the law? It was added becaus e

of transgressions, till the see d

should come to whom the prom-

ise was made ." (Gal . 3 :19) While
the Israelites failed to live up

to the requirements of the La w

14

	

THE DAWN



it did serve sufficiently as a
deterrent to sin to help preserve
them as a people until the com-
ing of Jesus, the true "Seed "
of promise .

The Apostle John wrote con-
cerning Jesus, "He came unto
his own, and his own received
him not . But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave h e
power to become the sons o f
God, even to them that believ e
on his name ." (John 1 :11,12) In
keeping with our memory verse ,
each generation of the Israelites
was tested by the Law, and
every generation failed . The
final test came upon the gen-
eration of Jesus' day, and again
they failed ; although in every
generation there were faithfu l
individuals who, through faith,
received God's approval. Those
in Jesus' day who received him
became the nucleus of the house
of sons of the Gospel Age .

Through Moses, the Lord sai d
to the Israelites, "If ye wil l
obey my voice indeed, and keep
my covenant, then ye shall be
a peculiar treasure unto me
above all people : for all the
earth is mine. And ye shall be
unto me a kingdom of priests ,
and an holy nation ." (Exod . 19 :
5, 6) Note that this promise wa s
conditional upon obedience to
God and to his Law. Because of
their disobedience the Israelite s
as a nation failed to qualify fo r
the high station in the divin e
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plan which this promise out -
lines. Jesus said to the Israelite s
of his day, "The kingdom of Go d
shall he taken from you, an d
given to a nation bringing fort h
the fruits thereof."—Matt . 21 :4 3

The Apostle Peter identifies
the "nation" to which the king-
dom was given when it was
taken from natural Israel . W e
quote, "Ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people ; . . .
which in time past were not a
people, but are now the peopl e
of God : which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained
mercy ."—I Pet . 2 :9,10

Peter's statement, "Which in
time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God,"
identifies those of whom he is
speaking as Gentiles, althoug h
there was a nucleus of Israel-
ites among them; that is, those
who accepted Christ and obeye d
the Gospel. It is through fait h
that the Gentiles who are bap-
tized into Christ become heirs
of the promise made to Abra-
ham .

QUESTION S

What did God promise the
Israelites under the Law ?

What purposes were serve d
by the Law?

What is the "nation" to which
the kingdom was given whe n
the Israelites proved unworthy ?
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 1 0

God's presence with

	

people
MEMORY VERSE : "And I will walk among you, and will be
your God, and ye shall be my people ."—Leviticus 26 :1 2

EXODUS 25 :2,8,9; 29 :43 .46 ;
40 :34,35 ; LEVITICUS 16 :29,30;
19:1 .4
THE tabernacle which Mose s
built in the wilderness was a
symbol of God's presence with
his people . This same symbolism
is used in one of God's prom-
ises of blessings which will
come to the world of mankin d
during the thousand years of
Christ's kingdom. We read, "Be-
hold, the tabernacle of God i s
with men, and he will dwel l
with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself
will be with them, and be their
God ."—Rev. 21 : 3

The tabernacle which Moses
constructed in the wildernes s
was typical. Briefly stated, it
was a house constructed o f
boards made of acacia woo d
plated with gold, set on end in
sockets of silver, and fastene d
together by bars of the same
wood, also covered with gold .

This structure was 15 feet
wide, 15 feet high, and 45 feet
long, and open at the front, o r
east end. It was covered by a
white linen cloth, interwoven
with figures of cherubim, in
blue, purple, and scarlet. The
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open end of the structure wa s
closed by a curtain of similar
material, and called the "door,"
or first veil . Another cloth of
the same material, called the
second veil, was hung so that i t
divided the tabernacle into tw o
compartments. The first was 1 5
feet wide and 30 feet long, and
was called the "holy." The
second, or rear apartment, 1 5
feet wide and 15 feet long, was
called the "most holy." Thes e
two compartments constitute d
the tabernacle proper, and ove r
it was a covering .

The tabernacle was sur-
rounded by a yard, or "court, "
toward the rear of which it
stood . This court was 75 feet
wide, and 150 feet long, being
formed by a fence of linen cur-
tains suspended by silver hooks
set in the tops of wooden posts
71 feet high, which were set in
sockets of copper. This court o f
the tabernacle was called "the
holy place . "

The furniture of the court
consisted of but two main piece s
—the "brazen altar" and the
"laver"—with their respectiv e
instruments . Sacrifices were of-
fered on the altar, and the
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laver served as a washbasin for
cleansing .

The furniture of the taber-
nacle proper consisted of a
table, a candlestick, a golde n
altar in the holy; and the "ark
of the testimony," the only piece
of furniture in the most holy .

The Apostle Paul speaks of
the Christian's hope "as an
anchor to the soul, both sure
and stedfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil ; whith-
er the forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made an
High Priest for ever ." (Heb . 6 :
19,20) Since Jesus entered into
a heavenly reward when resur-
rected from the dead, it is evi-
dent that the most holy of th e
tabernacle was designed t o
symbolize . this heavenly condi-
tion .

A careful study of the Ne w
Testament, particularly the Book
of Hebrews, reveals the sym-
bolic meaning of much in con-
nection with the tabernacle and
its services . An altar, for ex-
ample, is a symbol of sacrifice,
and in the conduct of the
services of the tabernacle the
priests offered many sacrifices .
These in a general way pointe d
forward to the "better sacri-
fices" of the present age in
which Jesus and his followers
have participated . Paul wrote ,
"I beseech you therefore, breth-
ren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a
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living sacrifice, holy, acceptabl e
unto God, which is your reason-
able service ."—Rom . 12 : 1

The sacrifices offered in th e
services of the typical tabernacl e
were animals of various kind s
—goats, bullocks, etc .—but in
the present age Jesus and hi s
followers offer themselves, their
own bodies. Peter wrote, "Ye
. . . are built up a spiritua l
house, an holy priesthood, t o
offer up . . . sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ."
(I Pet. 2:5) We could not offer
ourselves as acceptable sacri-
fices to God except through
the merit of Jesus' sacrifice .

During the present age Go d
dwells with his sacrificin g
people, even as our memory
verse indicates . His presence
sustains us in trial, and guides
us in the way of devotion to
him. God, as represented in the
Christ, Head and body, will also
dwell with his "restitution "
people during the Millennial
Age, not to direct them in the
way of sacrifice, but to restore
them to health and everlasting
life .
QUESTION S

What is the general symbo-
lism of Gods tabernacle ?

Describe the typical taber-
nacle and its measurements.

What were the furnishings o f
the tabernacle?

What is the symbolic meanin g
of an altar?
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 1 7

the i .ebre x B jail trod
MEMORY VERSE : "So we see
because of unbelief."—Hebrew s

NUMBERS 13 :17,18,25,30,31 ;
14 :1 .3, 26 . 32
HEBREWS 11 :6 reads, "Without
faith it is impossible to pleas e
him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of the m
that diligently seek him." The
Hebrews who were miraculousl y
delivered from Egypt an d
brought safely across the Re d
Sea failed God, hence were not
pleasing to him, because the y
lacked faith in his ability to
help them overcome the Canaan-
ites.

God places a high premiu m
on faith, a faith that is demon-
strated by works . Abraham, the
father of the Hebrew people ,
became the friend of God be -
cause of his faith . (James 2 :23 ;
Isa . 41 :8) Faith and confidence
are the basis of all true friend -
ships . How could two peopl e
truly be friends if they did no t
have faith in each other ?

God delivered the descendants
of Abraham, his friend, fro m
Egypt, and proposed to tak e
them into the land which h e
had promised to him ; but they
failed him, in that they did no t
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that they could not enter i n
3 :1 9

have the necessary faith i n
him and in his ability to fulfil
his promise to Abraham .

The Lord instructed Moses to
send spies into Canaan to gath-
er information which would b e
needed when they entered an d
undertook the task of conquer-
ing the land . There were to b e
twelve of these spies—one fro m
each of the twelve tribes of
Israel, and the men selected
were to be rulers in their tribes .
They were to spend thirty days
in Canaan, which was sufficien t
to gather all the informatio n
which would be needed .

There is nothing in the Lord' s
instructions to indicate that th e
spies were delegated to ascer-
tain whether or not the Israel-
ites would be able to defeat the
Canaanites and conquer th e
land . So far as the Lord was
concerned this was taken fo r
granted . It was simply that in
his wisdom he realized that it
would be an advantage for the
Israelites to have advance in-
formation as to what to expect
when they crossed over Jorda n
into Canaan, so that they might
be properly prepared for what
they would find .
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And this was also the view-
point of two of the spies—Cale b
and Joshua—for when they re -
turned to the camp of Israe l
they reported that Canaan wa s
a good land, and fertile ; and
expressed their belief that with
God's help they would be abl e
to possess it . The other te n
spies agreed as to the quality
of the land, but expressed thei r
opinion, based on their unbe-
lief, that the Israelites woul d
not be able to take possessio n
of this rich country .

Most of the Israelites agreed
with the majority report : "An d
all the congregation lifted u p
their voice, and cried ; and the
people wept that night . And
all the children of Israel mur-
mured against Moses and against
Aaron : and the whole congrega-
tion said unto them, Would
God that we had died in the
land of Egypt! or would Go d
we had died in this wilderness !
And wherefore hath the Lor d
brought us into this land, to fal l
by the sword, that our wive s
and our children should be a
prey? were it not better for u s
to return into Egypt?"—Num .
14:1 . 3

This murmuring, while in -
tended by the Israelites to b e
against Moses and Aaron, wa s
in reality against the Lord, an d
it was due to their lack of faith
in his ability to care for them .
Having expressed the wish to

BIBLE STUDY

die in the wilderness rathe r
that to attempt the conquering
of Canaan, God took them a t
their word: "As truly as I live ,
saith the Lord, as ye have spok-
en in mine ears, so will I d o
to you: your carcasses shall fal l
in this wilderness ; and all tha t
were numbered of you, accord-
ing to your whole number, from
twenty years old and upward,
which have murmured against
me ."—Num. 14 :28, 2 9

Hebrews 3 :16 reads, "For
some, when they had heard, di d
provoke : howbeit not all tha t
came out of Egypt by Moses . "
This reminds us that there were
some among those ancient Is-
raelites who believed. Caleb an d
Joshua were among these . The
real value of the lesson to us,
as our memory verse empha-
sizes, is the fact that it was un-
belief that hindered the major-
ity of the Israelites from enter-
ing into the Promised Land .
Let us take heed that we do no t
develop an evil heart of unbe-
lief.—Heb. 3 :1 2

QUESTION S

What hindered the majority
of the Israelites who left Egypt
from entering Canaan?

Why was Abraham called the
friend of God?

Relate the story of the spies .

What is the value of this
lesson to us?
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 24

(t3t o the promised tond

MEMORY VERSE : "And Moses sware on that day, saying,
Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thin e
inheritance, and thy children's forever, because thou has t
wholly followed the Lord my God ."—Joshua 14: 9

JOSHUA 1 :1 .6; 24:1,2,14-1 8

JOSHUA, one of the two faith-
ful spies whom the Lord in-
structed Moses to send into the
Land of Canaan was, upon th e
death of Moses, appointed to b e
his successor . His divine com-
mission was to lead the chil-
dren of Israel over Jordan int o
the Promised Land, and divid e
it among the twelve tribes . Thi s
was a herculean task.

God gave Joshua the assur-
ance of his help, saying to him,
"There shall not any man b e
able to stand before thee al l
the days of thy life : as I was
with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee . Be strong and of
a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide for a n
inheritance the land, which I
sware unto their fathers to giv e
them."—Josh . 1 :5, 6

While this promise was mad e
to one of the faithful natural
Israelites, it applies equally in
principle to the Lord's peopl e
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at the present time. In entering
Canaan, Joshua would be en-
countering enemies, and as fol-
lowers of the Master we hav e
enemies who are warring against
us continuously . The "Canaan-
ites" who oppose us are the
world, the flesh, and the Devil .
These combine to defeat an d
destroy us as new creatures i n
Christ Jesus.

However, we have the assur-
ances of the Word that God is
for us, even as he was for
Joshua. This being true, we al -
so can have good courage, for ,
as Paul wrote, "If God be fo r
us, who can be against us? "
(Rom. 8 :31) The implication her e
is that no one can succeed in
harming those who are kept b y
the power of God .

Paul also wrote, "Who shall
separate us from the love o f
Christ? shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, o r
sword? As it is written, For th y
sake we are killed all the da y
long ; we are accounted as sheep
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for the slaughter. Nay, in al l
these things we are more tha n
conquerors through him that
loved us . For I am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, no r
angels, nor principalities, no r
powers, nor things present., no r
things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature. ,
shall be able to separate u s
from the love of God, which i s
in Christ Jesus our Lord ."—
Born . 5 :35.39

When the task of dividin g
the land was about accomplishe d
Joshua, who now was growing
old, called the elders of Israe l
together, and exhorted them to
faithfulness in serving the true
and living God, and warned
them against serving the gods
of the land into which they ha d
entered, the Canaanite gods . He
asked them to make a choice
between serving the true Go d
of Israel and the false gods of
the Canaanites .

To this "the people answere d
and said, God forbid that we
should forsake the Lord, t o
serve other gods ; for the Lor d
our God, he it is that brought
us up and our fathers out o f
the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage, and whic h
did those great signs in ou r
sight., and preserved us in al l
the way wherein we went, an d
among all the people through
whom we passed ."—Joshua 24 :
16,17
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The people were evidently
sincere in this declaration of
loyalty to the God of Israel . Th e
record is that "Israel serve d
the Lord all the days of Joshua ,
and all the days of the elders
t h a t overlived Joshua, and
which had known all the works
of the Lord, that he had don e
for Israel ."—Joshua. 24 :3 1

Our memory verse—Joshu a
14 :9—sets forth the words o f
Caleb, the other faithful spy
who looked over the land o f
Canaan and its people forty
years prior to the time when ,
under the leadership of Joshua ,
the Israelites entered therein .
He had been given special as-
surance by the Lord that h e
would inherit his portion of th e
land, "Because thou hast wholl y
followed the Lord." This is a
wonderful testimony to Caleb's
faithfulness . IIe was a whole -
hearted servant of the Lord .
And this is the way it should
be with us . The Lord wants us
also to be wholly devoted t o
him .

QUESTION S

Who was Joshua, and wha t
assurance did the Lord giv e
him ?

Were the Israelites faithful t o
the Lord under Joshua's leader -
ship ?

Who was Caleb, and what as-
surance did the Lord give him ?
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 3 1

(L3od'u people in (Zontuoio n

MEMORY VERSE: "In those days there was no king in Israel :
every man did that which was right in his own eyes."—

Judges 21 :2 5

JUDGES 2 :16-19; 6:11-14; 8 :33-35

FOLLOWING the death of Josh-
ua, the Israelites entered into
what is known historically as
the Period of the Judges . It was
much as our caption suggests—
an era of confusion . During this
long period of time—450 years
—there was no central govern-
ment in Israel, no regularly
constituted lawmakers, and no
law enforcers. Our memory
verse describes the period as
one during which "every ma n
did that which was right in his
own eyes ."—Judges 17 : 6

In most cases, and much of
the time, that which was righ t
in the eyes of each individual
was not pleasing to the Lord .
It was a period during whic h
the people drifted time an d
time again into idolatry. How-
ever, God did not give them up
entirely to their own devices .
When they worshiped other
gods he permitted their enemie s
to oppress them, and when the y
cried to him for help he raised

up judges to deliver them fro m
their enemies .

Gideon was one of thes e
judges; Samuel was another,
and Samuel was also a prophet .
Gideon's term of office as a
judge began at a time when th e
Midianites were sorely oppress-
ing them, this being permitted
by the Lord because, followin g
the usual pattern of behavior
the Israelites had become wor-
shipers of false gods . Gideon' s
own father was very prominent
in the worship of idols.

The angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Gideon "and said un-
to him, The Lord is with thee ,
thou mighty man of valor."
(Judges 6 :12) This was a hit
surprising to Gideon, for he
had seen no evidence that the
God of Israel was either for
him or for the Israelites, so h e
replied, "Oh my Lord, if the
Lord be with us, why then i s
all this befallen us? and where
be all the miracles which ou r
fathers told us of, saying, Di d
not the Lord bring us up from
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Egypt? but now the Lord bath
forsaken us, and delivered u s
into the hands of the Midian-
ites ."—Judges 6 :1 3

The Lord then assured Gideon
that he was the one chosen t o
deliver his people from the
Midianites . "Have not I sent
thee?" the Lord asked, imply-
ing that this should be suf-
ficient to give Gideon the as-
surance he needed to undertak e
such a difficult and dangerous
task .

Gideon's first mission was to
destroy the altars of Baal whic h
his own father had erected .
This was bringing the battl e
very close to home. Gideo n
waited until nighttime "because
he feared his father's house -
hold, and the men of the city ,
that he could not do it by day ."
When the men of the city arose
in the morning they discovere d
what had happened, that the
altar to Baal, and the "grove"
nearby, had been destroyed .

They were furious, and de-
manded that Joash, his father,
deliver his son to them to be
destroyed. Joash gave a goo d
answer: "Will ye plead for
Baal? will ye save him? . . . if
he be a god, let him plead fo r
himself." Gideon's father wa s
already seeing the light.

We all recall Gideon's subse-
quent signal victory over the
Midianites. They were routed
and defeated by Gideon's little
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band of three hundred becaus e
he followed the Lord's instruc-
tions as to how to proceed .
They did not use swords o r
spears, but merely an earthe n
vessel to conceal a light unti l
the signal was given to brea k
these earthen vessels and ex -
pose the flickering light. They
also used trumpets . Three hun-
dred lights deployed over the
hillside by night gave the ap-
pearance of a tremendous army ,
and the Midianites paniced an d
began destroying themselves .

Our lesson concludes with a
sad commentary, found i n
Judges 8 :33 .35 : "And it came to
pass, as soon as Gideon wa s
dead, that the children of Israe l
turned again, and went a whor-
ing after Baalim, and made
Baal-berith their god. And the
children of Israel remembere d
not the Lord their God, wh o
had delivered them out of the
hands of all their enemies on
every side : neither showed the y
kindness to the house o f
Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, ac-
cording to all the goodnes s
which he had showed unt o
Israel."

QUESTION S

What was the Period of th e
Judges?

'What was the main function
of Israel's judges during that
period?

Relate the story of Gideon .
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Christian Life and Doctrine

"If It Be So"

IN 606 B. C. King Nebuchadnezzar took the children o f
Israel captive to Babylon . Among these captives were thre e
young Hebrews who were given the Chaldean names ,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego . In addition to thes e
three young Hebrews there was also Daniel, who became
one of God's outstanding prophets . All four of these young
Hebrews were given special training by the king's serv-
ants, and when Daniel was able to tell Nebuchadnezza r
about his dream in which he saw the great humanlik e
image, and interpret it for him, the king gave him a high
position in the government .

Daniel seized the opportunity to request the king that
his three friends be given suitable positions in the govern-
ment, to which Nebuchadnezzar agreed . Later Nebuchad-
nezzar erected a great golden image, and directed that al l
the officials in his government attend the dedication of
this image. This, of course, included the three youn g
Hebrews. It was further commanded that upon a certain
signal, played on musical instruments, all should bow dow n
and worship this image .

The three young Hebrews properly concluded that thi s
would be equivalent to worshiping a false god; that it
would be idolatry, which was forbidden by the law of thei r
God. So when the signal was given they did not bow dow n
before the image. This information was communicated t o
Nebuchadnezzar, and the three young men were brough t
before the king. The king decided to give them another
chance, and said to them, "Now if ye be ready that at what

24

	

THE DAWN



time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut ,
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall dow n
and worship the image I have made; well : but if ye wor-
ship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace ; and who is that God that shall de -
liver you out of my hands?"—Dan . 3:15

The three young Hebrews replied with resolution, "If it
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us fro m
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out o f
thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the gold-
en image which thou hast set up ." (vss. 17-19) Here w e
have a remarkable display of faith, a faith that was based
on the promises of God .

The Resurrection Hop e

The Apostle Paul indicates in Acts 24 :14, 15 that in the
law and by the prophets it was taught that there would b e
"a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust . "
The three young Hebrews who refused to bow down t o
Nebuchadnezzar's image were undoubtedly of the "just"
class, and would know about God's promises of a "bette r
resurrection" for the faithful of Israel . Their faith meant ,
then, that if the God of Israel did not see best to delive r
them at that time from the fiery furnace, he would surely
deliver them from captivity in death in his own due time ,
hence their willingness to defy the king and rely upon the
wisdom and love of God to deal with them as seemed goo d
in his sight .

This was proper reasoning . Centuries later the Apostle
Paul wrote, "For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye
are yet in your sins . Then they also which are fallen asleep
in Christ are perished . If in this life only we have hope i n
Christ, we are of all men most miserable ."—I Cor . 15:16-19
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The Ancient Worthy class did not understand fully th e
loving arrangements through the redemptive work o f
Christ whereby the dead would be restored to life, but th e
evidence is that they did have a hope of the resurrection ,
and it was this that made much of the difference in th e
manner in which they served God . Those who did not exer-
cise faith in God's promises readily drifted away into idola-
try and into other sins . Such would have had no scruples
against bowing down to the great image which Nebuchad-
nezzar set up .

We Are Also Tested

The example of the three Hebrews is a meaningful on e
to us who have covenanted to do the Heavenly Father' s
will . We have many assurances in the Word that our Go d
is able to care for us in every time of need . With thes e
assurances we should be able to meet every test of fait h
and obedience which his wisdom may permit to come upo n
us. A crisis in our lives as Christians may be a temptatio n
from the Adversary, but God permits it as a test of ou r
fidelity to him.

And these tests come to us in many ways . Often small
things are involved, and we find ourselves confronted wit h
a decision as to whether we will follow the course of right-
eousness set forth in the Word of God, or whether we wil l
take the easier way, the way, perhaps, of less sacrifice,
which would be more pleasing to the flesh . We know that
if we choose the Lord's way he is able to overrule to hi s
own glory, and to our deliverance from trial, if it be hi s
will to do so .

But our decisions as followers of the Master must be
based, not on the expectation that if we choose the har d
way the Lord will lift the burden, but on what we believ e
the Lord wants us to do, regardless of what the outcom e
may be so far as our own immediate circumstances ar e
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concerned . True, we should always keep in mind, as th e
three Hebrews did, that our God is able to deliver us, and
that he will deliver us in his due time, even if that du e
time is not until our resurrection .

"But if Not"
Another meaningful statement in the reply of the thre e

Hebrews to Nebuchadnezzar is contained in the thre e
words, "But if not." They were not sure whether it was
God's will to deliver them from the fiery furnace, but even
so, they did not intend to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar ' s
image, for, they continued, "Be it known unto thee, 0
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the gold -
en image which thou hast set up ."—vs. 18

We too are given two viewpoints when confronted b y
tests of faith and obedience. The one is, "If it be so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us ." The other, "But
if not" we will not serve other gods—neither the world ,
the flesh, nor the Devil. The three Hebrews knew that God
would deliver them out of the hand of the king, but jus t

how or when, they did not know . So with us, we are as-
sured of ultimate deliverance into the kingdom, but just
what the Lord's providence may be in the meantime we d o
not know; it is a matter of faith .

Three Hebrews Delivered

As it resulted for the three Hebrews, God permitte d
them to be cast into the burning fiery furnace, although
they were so fully protected that the flames did not hur t
them . When the king investigated he discovered that in -
stead of there being three in the fiery furnace there were
four, the fourth being "like the son of God." In other
words, while the Lord permitted these faithful servants t o
pass through this "fiery trial," his presence was with the m
and they were not injured . The fire had no power upon
their bodies, "nor was an hair of their head singed, neithe r
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were their coats changed." They did not even have the
smell of fire on them .

The Apostle Paul wrote that it was through faith tha t
these Hebrews "quenched the violence of fire ." (Heb.
11:34) Upon the basis of faith we too can pass through ou r
trials unscathed. God is dealing with us as new creatures
in Christ Jesus . We know that our ultimate deliveranc e
will be into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savio r
Jesus Christ . We know that this deliverance will mean th e
death of the flesh and all its interests . So regardless of
what happens to our flesh, we know that the Lord is look-
ing out for our interests as new creatures .

We have Jesus for an example . God permitted his ene-
mies to put him to death, but Jesus, as a new creature ,
came through his "fiery furnace" uninjured, with not so
much as the smell of "smoke" upon him : And so it will b e

with us . Our faith can "quench the violence of fire" also ,
even a `"fire" which may destroy our flesh, but the violenc e
of our trials will not harm us as new creatures, and w e
will know that through them all our Heavenly Father' s
presence is with us, by his Holy Spirit, and by all th e
other means of grace which he, in his love and mercy, i s
pleased to use .

God's Providences Var y

The Lord's providences in the lives of his people vary .
This is brought to our attention by the apostle in the 11t h
chapter of Hebrews, where he presents us with a sizabl e
list of faithful ones of the past, and states briefly some of
their works of faith. Of Abraham he said, "When he wa s
tried, [he] offered up Isaac : and he that had received the
promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it wa s
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called : accounting that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure ."—Heb. 11:17-19
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Notice how Abraham's faith in God's ability to raise th e
dead entered into his obedience in presenting Isaac for
sacrifice . Abraham believed that in the event he sacrifice d
Isaac he would be restored to him. His faith was sufficient
to give him assurance that he would sustain no permanent
loss in obeying God's request to offer Isaac in sacrifice .

And what a test that must have been! Abraham was no
different in his feeling for his son than any other devote d
father would be . And Isaac was a very special son . Abra-
ham had waited many years for his birth, and when he wa s
born it was the result of a miracle . He might well have
wondered why God would perform a miracle to give hi m
this son and then ask him to slay the boy for a burnt
offering.

But Abraham's faith rose above any misgivings he may
have had . He prepared the altar, and laid Isaac upon it . He
even raised his knife to slay his beloved son; and then the
Lord intervened, and provided a ram as a substitute fo r
Isaac. Does our faith lead in paths of obedience to this full
extent? We frequently do not understand why God indi-
cates certain paths for us, but are we willing to enter thos e
paths? Do we build our "altars," and place the "wood "
upon them? Do we go so far as to raise the "knife" in
obedience to the Lord's will?

The enabling power of faith should lead us thus alon g
the pathway of obedience, even though no "ram" be pro-
vided to remove the stress of the trial from our own hearts .
After all, we have made a covenant of sacrifice with the
Lord, and it should be no cause for wonder, or for hesita-
tion, when the Lord gives us the opportunity to live up to
the terms of our covenant . On the other hand, the Lord
has his own due times and ways, and we believe that every
devoted child of his can testify that "rams" have ofte n
been provided; and this is specially true where the Lor d
knows that a particular trial may be too severe for us .
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While we have covenanted to die following in the foot -
steps of Jesus, in most cases this turns out to be a gradua l
laying down of our lives, which calls for an extende d
period of faithfulness—often well-nigh a lifetime . It is in
the individual experiences of our daily laying down an d
giving up that our faith enables us to accept the Lord' s
providences. And we rejoice in his wisdom, love, and
mercy when temporarily he eases the burden or cools the
flames by which we are being prepared, through sacrifice ,
ultimately to hear that "well done, thou good and faithfu l
servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord . "

Daniel's Exampl e

In Paul's summary of those ancient heroes of faith h e
speaks of those who "stopped the mouths of lions ." Daniel
was one of these . It was in the days of Darius, who wa s
king of the Medo-Persian Empire . Daniel had the confi-
dence of this king, but other officials in the realm wer e
jealous of him, and sought a way to have him destroyed .
They succeeded in having Darius issue a decree that fo r
thirty days no one was to ask a petition "of any god or
man ." Those who disobeyed this decree were to be pun-
ished by being thrown to the lions .

The king signed the decree, not suspecting that it wa s
in reality a conspiracy against his beloved Daniel . But once
signed it could not be changed, for such was the law o f
the Medes and Persians . Daniel, of course, continued hi s
prayer habits as usual, and he was apprehended an d
brought before the king . The king was helpless, and could
do nothing but order that Daniel be cast into a den o f
lions, which was done .

Darius was unable to sleep that night, and early in th e
morning went to the lions' den and called to Daniel, hop-
ing that he would find him still alive . Daniel was still
alive, and replied, "0 king, live forever . My God bath sent
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his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they hav e

not hurt me : forasmuch as before him innocency was foun d
in me."—Dan. 6:21, 22

Here we have an illuminating experience. The Lord per-
mitted Daniel to be cast into the den of lions, but throug h

his angel gave him protection. Even so, it must have been
a harrowing experience . Just to be thrown among lion s
would be most unnerving. We are not informed as t o
whether Daniel had any assurance from the Lord that he
would be guarded by an angel ; so even though he actually
was protected, it must have been a severe test of his faith .

So it is with us. The Lord may permit us to be sur-
rounded by circumstances which threaten to engulf an d

crush us. Perhaps he intends to send his "angel" to de -
liver us, but we cannot be sure . As we often sing, he
"moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform," an d
in order that our faith might be tested to the full, h e
seldom explains in advance just which direction hi s
mysterious ways are leading . So, by faith, we wait on him .

The "lions' dens" into which we are thrown may not b e
literal, as in the case of Daniel . We may not be locked
up in a prison dungeon with our feet made fast in the
stocks, as were Paul and Silas, but the Lord knows jus t
the circumstances which will serve best to test our faith .
It is at these times that we look up to him in our faith and
say, If it be thy will Lord, we know that you are able t o
deliver us ; but if not, give us strength and courage to en-
dure until we have proved worthy for that great deliver-
ance in the "first resurrection ." Help us to lean on your
might, that we might be faithful even unto death, and thu s

receive the promised crown of life .

The ministry of the holy angels is a very real thing i n
the life of every servant of God . An angel closed the
mouths of the lions which threatened Daniel . In the case

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 37 )

of Paul and Silas a great earthquake shook the prison wall s
and broke their chains asunder . But in both instances the
tests were severe before these miraculous deliverances too k
place. Our tests may also be severe, and many times th e
Lord will provide ways of escape . But the time shall ul-
timately come when there will be no way to go but throug h
—through the floods and storms and fires of trial into the
kingdom itself .

Other Experiences

Not all the Ancient Worthies were delivered from thei r
trials in miraculous ways as were the three Hebrews, an d
Daniel, and others who "escaped the edge of the sword ,
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight ,
[and] turned to flight the armies of the aliens ." (Heb . 11 :34 )
There were "others," Paul informs us, who "had trial o f
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds
and imprisonment : they were stoned, they were saw n
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword : they
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins ; being desti-
tute, afflicted, tormented ; (of whom the world was not
worthy :) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, an d
in dens and caves of the earth . And these all, having ob-
tained a good report through faith, received not [the ful-
filment of] the promise : God having provided some bette r
thing for us, that they without us should not be mad e
perfect ."—Heb. 11:36-40

Here was faith being demonstrated in a different way .
There was no miracle to keep the smell of fire from th e
sheepskins and goatskins which many of these wore . They
were stoned, but no angel was there to divert the stones i n
other directions . They were slain with the sword, with no
one to stay the hands of the wielders of the swords. They
were destitute, afflicted, and tormented; not clothed i n
regal garments of government, protected and honored .
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They "wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in den s
and caves of the earth . "

Nevertheless their faith rose above alI these horrendou s
experiences . It was a faith by which they were convince d
that despite the fact that the God of Israel may hav e
seemed to have deserted them, they knew that he had not .
By this living faith amidst suffering and death-dealing ex-
periences, this group of Ancient Worthies "received a goo d
report" ; that is, they proved worthy of the great reward
which awaits them, the reward of being brought forth i n
the "better resurrection," of being made perfect as hu-
mans after the completion of the "us class of the present
Gospel Age .

Jesus Endure d

Paul refers to the Ancient Worthies as "so great a clou d
of witnesses ." The faithful ones of the New Testament al -
so serve the Lord's people today as "a cloud of witnesses . "
When we need encouragement, it is a blessing to go with
Paul on one of his missionary journeys, or to fellowship
with him through his epistles . To contemplate Peter's ex-
perience in the prison when, being delivered by an angel ,
"the iron . . . gate opened to them of [its] own accord," i s
an inspiration to faith and faithfulness .

And Paul reminds us of the greatest example of al l
when he wrote, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finish-
er of our faith ; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set dow n
at the right hand of the throne of God . For consider him
that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself ,
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds . Ye have not
yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin ."—Heb. 12:2-4

Surely to look unto Jesus should help us over any trial !
Jesus knew that it was the Father's will for him to lay
down his life . But the joy that was set before him by th e
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promises of God enabled him to endure all his trials, in-
cluding the final one on the cross . It will be even so with
us; and many times we will need to draw on this source
of strength .

But, as Paul reminds us, we "have not yet resisted unto
blood." That is to say, we have not yet been faithful even
unto death as Jesus was. We know that our Heavenly
Father will support us by his Spirit . He will strengthen us
in all our trials, many times providing partial deliveranc e
from their severity . But finally there must come that re-
sisting "unto blood," and it will be then that we will need
to lean on the Lord more than we have ever done before ;
and we can do so with the assurance that he will not fail us .

When Jesus came out of the Garden of Gethsemane h e
said to Peter, "The cup which my Father hath given me ,
shall I not drink it?" (John 18:11) He did drink that cup ,
completely and victoriously. We also have a "cup" to

"drink ." May our dedication to the Heavenly Father be so
complete that we will not hesitate to drink it to its final
dregs, resisting even "unto blood ." Let us do this with the
clear understanding that divine power could spare us thi s
final test, but that divine wisdom and love know that thi s
would not be best . Let us realize more and more day by
day that if we are to share with Jesus in the throne of hi s
glory we must be faithful now even unto death . May our
faith be so strong that we will rejoice in the fact that ther e
is no other way to kingdom glory .

---o--
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The Way of His Steps

"Righteousness shall go before Him ; and shall set us i n
the way of His steps ."—Psalm 85 :1 3

THE Hebrew word here used for "way" carries with it,
according to some authorities, the thought of a "trodde n
path" of his steps. With this clarification of meaning we
are able to see a depth of significance in the psalmist' s
words, when viewed in the context, of a close and tender
relationship between the Shepherd and his sheep. The
same underlying thought is expressed in Psalm 27 :11 ,
"Teach me thy way, 0 Lord, and lead me in a plain path . "

The picture in these and other scriptures is clearly on e
which David was well-qualified to draw—that of Shepherd
and sheep. The closeness of relationship here portraye d
carries with it the thought of calling, leading, following ,
instructing. The true Shepherd of the flock was no hire-
ling, but was, as David knew full well, the provider for ,
and defender of, his sheep, and all the courage and re-
sources of which the Shepherd was capable were used to
ensure their contentment and safekeeping.

"I Am the Good Shepherd "

This pictorial representation of pastoral life is used by
our Lord himself to project the image of his great work a s
Shepherd of the sheep, the called-out ones of whom h e
said, in prayer to the Father, "I have manifested thy nam e
unto the men which thou gayest me out of the world .
Thine they were, and thou gayest them me, . . . sanctify
them through thy truth ; thy word is truth." (John 17 :6, 17 )
Again, "I am the good Shepherd ; the good Shepherd givet h
his life for the sheep." (John 10 :11) The analogy drawn b y
our Lord is simple and revealing ; it throws into sharp re -
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lief the constant principle of sacrifice which is inherent in
God's great plan for the salvation of a stricken rac e
through him "who gave himself a ransom for all, to b e
testified in due time ."—I Tim. 2 : 6

He is the Shepherd, not only of those whom the Father
has given him out of the world, but also of the other sheep ,
still of the world—those to whom he refers as "not of thi s
fold ." These too will hear his voice in the great harvestin g
of the Millennial Age when he gathers together in one all
things in himself, thus fulfilling his Father's great pur-
pose that "there shall be one fold, and one Shepherd . "
(John 10:16) The Psalm in which the words of our tex t
are found seems to apply largely to the Millennial Age ,
when the Good Shepherd will be leading those "other
sheep" in the way of righteousness . But first he is the
Good Shepherd of the Gospel Age sheep, and "the way o f
his steps for them, their path of righteousness, is one o f
sacrifice .

Christian teaching, in its sectarian dogmatism, has la-
mentably failed to understand the true meaning of th e
"trodden path ." With reckless disregard for the teachin g
of the Word, so-called leaders of Christian thought hav e
thrown wide the invitation to follow our Lord to all and
sundry who pay lip service to the pomp and ritual o f
priestcraft, an easy road to salvation, via the nominal
channel of church membership and outward conformity .
This is not the way marked out by the Shepherd of th e
sheep, who said, "If any man will come after me, let hi m
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me ." (Matt .
16 :24) No Ecumenical Council resolutions or denomination -
al mergings can in any way affect the simple condition s
of true discipleship, which the Master here lays down fo r
those who seek to follow "in the way of his steps ." Here
alone is the means of entrance into the way. "Righteous-
ness shall go before him ; and set us in the way. "
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But how? "There is none righteous, no, not one ." (Rom .
3:10) If righteousness is the means of entrance, how can
we fulfil the conditions? It is left to Paul to reveal thi s
vital aspect of truth, which he does in his Epistle to th e
Romans (5 :1-2) : "Therefore being justified by faith, w e
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ : by
whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherei n
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God ." This is
exactly what our Lord meant when he said, "I am the way,
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me."—John 14: 6

The way to the Father, the way of his steps, can be en-
tered upon only through the divinely appointed provisio n
of justification by faith . It is upon this basis, and this
alone, that the child of God is invited by his Master to fol-
low him whithersoever he goeth, even through the valley
of the shadow of death itself, into the glory of the Father' s
very presence . "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life ." "To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, an d
am set down with my Father in his throne ."—Rev. 2:10 ;
3 :21

"Come and See"

The early days of our Lord's life and mission upon earth
were days of wonderful unfolding to those whom he calle d
to follow him. After his baptism by John in the Jordan he
was guided by the Spirit into the wilderness for a crucia l
testing at the hands of the Adversary . For forty days h e
fasted, and was sorely tempted, but he emerged victorious
and returned to the scene of his baptism. To John the Bap-
tist his reappearance was a momentous event, for here was
the one whom he believed to be the Messiah, the one ,
"mightier than I, . . . [who] shall baptize you with th e
Holy Spirit, and with fire ."—Matt. 3:11
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It might well be thought that this dramatic announce-
ment would he made to as many of John's disciples as pos-
sible, but such was not the divine purpose, and two onl y
were within hearing when he said, "Behold the Lamb o f

God!" (John 1 :35, 36) Drawn by an irresistible desire t o
know more about this one of whom John spoke so force -
fully, they followed Jesus, hesitant and wondering . Could
this indeed be the Messiah whose coming they so eagerly

awaited?
Their minds must have been torn between apprehension

and joyous anticipation as they followed after Jesus . Sud-
denly he turned, and with a friendly smile asked, "Wha t
seek ye?" Here was a critical moment indeed . What did
they seek? Should they answer, "The Messiah?" But that
might seem premature, perhaps presumptuous . At length
they blurted out the seemingly innocuous question ,
"Where dwellest thou? "

There can be little doubt that Jesus knew full well the

trend of their thinking. Here were two devout men, en-
thused by the preaching of John the Baptist with its rugge d
emphasis upon repentance and reformation of character ,
yet not knowing where to go from the point of indecision
to which John had brought them. John himself had defined
the limitations of his own mission when he declared, "I am
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight
the way of the Lord."—John 1 :2 3

But who was the Lord? Where was he? What was h e
about to do? These questions were filling the minds of
Andrew and his companion, questions which must b e
answered before they could fully appreciate the tremen-
dous significance of the cry, "Behold the Lamb of God! "

To their question, "Master, where dwellest thou?" the
answer came, as it has come to thousands of his would-b e
followers since that wonderful day . Three simple words,
"Come and see!" An invitation that opened to them th e
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door of discipleship, and to him the ineffable joy of re-
ceiving into his fold the first two of the men whom hi s
Father had purposed to give him. They came, they saw ,
and they abode with him . This, for them, was the be-
ginning of the "trodden path," a way which was to lea d
them through pain and suffering, joy and sorrow, radian t
hope and deepest despair, until finally, if faithful in fol-
lowing, they would drink the fruit of the vine anew wit h
him in his Father's kingdom .

In this experience of the first two disciples we see th e
pattern of Christian life defined in terms which ar e
basically true of each sincere follower of the Master . Like
them, we heard the "voice crying in the wilderness ." It
may have been just a word or two spoken by a friend, the
message of a tract, or the verse of a well-loved hymn .
Whatever the means used, the message was the same : "Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world ." Like them we followed—seeking, listening! An d
then came the same gentle and loving call, so beautifull y
expressed by the hymn writer, "Softly and tenderly Jesu s
is calling, calling for you and for me . "

"What seek ye?" If the question came to the earliest
disciples as a challenge to the heart, surely it came to us
in no less challenging a form. This was the crucial momen t
of decision. We could have ignored the call and have gone
our way, as so many have done. After all, what were we
seeking? Were we looking for comfort, security, and the
pleasures and allurements of this world? How grateful w e
should be that our hearts were receptive to the heavenly
call, and we were led to ask, "Master, where dwelles t
thou?" This was, as for them, so for us, the beginning o f
the "trodden path," our entrance upon "the way of hi s
steps." Just the simple reply ; no force, no compulsion, no
persuasive methods, no creedal conditions of acceptance—
just the loving invitation, "Come and see . "
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"Whatsoever He Saith, Do It"

Those early days, first in Judea and then in Galilee, wer e
filled with rich promise . Andrew had quickly reacted t o
the wonderful personality of Jesus, and casting aside al l
doubts he hurried to Simon Peter, his brother, with th e
startling announcement, "We have found the Messiah! "
Bringing Peter to the Lord, Andrew forged a link of lov e
and deep friendship between his brother and the Master
which is surely unique . Recognising instantly the true
worth of this unpredictable character, Jesus took him to
his heart and never once relinquished his hold upon him
despite the terrible testings which subsequently came t o
prove the strength and integrity of their wonderfu l
relationship .

Very soon after the gathering together of these first
disciples, Jesus invited them to accompany him to his hom e
in Galilee, and it was- while there that an invitation wa s
accepted to attend a wedding feast in Cana, some few mile s
away. Here it was, among his family and friends, that th e
first manifestation was made of that divine power which
was inherent in him as the only begotten One in whom the
Father was well-pleased, a power which, as one writer ha s
so graphically expressed it, was "slumbering in his hands . "

The sudden shortage of wine, and his mother's appeal ,
brought the response, "Mine hour is not yet come." This
vast power, he knew well, could not be used until he wa s
assured of his Father's will in every detail of the grea t
work upon which he was entering. Was it the time for
him to begin using the great power the Father had be -
stowed upon him? Wisely, his mother sensed the situation ,
and turning to the servants spoke those words which have
thrilled the hearts of every Christian down through the
centuries. "Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it!" Even
while they waited, his Father's approval came, and h e
knew that the hour had arrived for him to step forward on
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the road of service, suffering and sacrifice which was t o

terminate at Calvary .—John 2 :11

The terms of discipleship which our Lord laid upo n

Peter and James, John and Andrew, and his other disciples ,
are the same for all of us . "If any man will come after me ,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follo w
me." (Matt . 16 :24) There are no other terms; there is no
other way; there never has been any other way. "I am the
way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father
but by me." (John 14:6) This is the "trodden path," this i s
"the way of his steps," the way for all to tread who see k
to share with him in the glory of his heavenly inheritance .

This is not a matter of preaching and teaching (impor-
tant as these things may be) . The Christian life is a path -

way of personal involvement, direct individual responsi-
bility . We cannot delegate that responsibility to any func-
tionary of church or state who presumes to demand our
submission to human will . We cannot relinquish that re-
sponsibility into the hands of any man, even a brother i n
Christ, for Paul states explicitly that "the Spirit itself

beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children o f
God." (Rom. 8:16) We alone are responsible to our Heaven-
ly Father for that relationship of the spirit, sealing th e
heritage of sonship which is ours even now, as we follo w
"in the way of his steps" and bind our sacrifice upon th e
altar with cords of loving devotion which naught can sever ,
while we walk the "trodden path . "

"What Seek Ye?"

So, looking down to this our day, over the span of nearl y
2,000 years since the first call, "Come and see," we have
the same wonderful invitation, "What seek ye? Wher e
dwellest thou? Come and see ." Can we, and do we, say with
the psalmist, "Teach me thy way 0 Lord, and lead me in
a plain path."? Does he teach us? Is the path plain? Our
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answer is, "Yes," only if we look to him, and consider hint ,
as Paul exhorts ; only if we note and mark the "trodden
path," and see the imprint of his steps; only if we submit
ourselves to the shaping and chiselling of the Master Build-
er who has called us to be like our Lord, and to share hi s
sufferings, that we be glorified together with him .

His was indeed a way of suffering, yet it had its joys . It
was a way of strife, but it had its peace ; a way of tempta-
tion that had its triumphs—and what tremendous triumph s
they were! Is it not the same with us? Joy and sorrow ,
peace and strife, pain and happiness—the happiness o f
Cana contrasted with the sorrow and pain which reveale d
itself in the death of "our friend Lazarus"—both ex-
periences resolved in triumph !

Surely this is the whole purport and meaning of th e
"trodden path." Our Lord and Head says, "Follow me, "
follow me implicitly, unquestioningly, joyfully . I am the
Good Shepherd ; I have trodden the path before you ; I have
set you in the way; tread closely, humbly and patiently ;
for this way, and this way only, will lead you to the con -
summation of your hope—an abundant entrance into th e
glorious kingdom which my Father has prepared for al l
those who love him supremely .

In these days of turmoil and strife, in a world "upsid e
down and empty," the child of God must hold ever more
firmly to his Father's hand, and tread ever more closely
in his Master's footsteps, if he would endue to the end .
But how grand is that end, how wonderful the final realisa-
tion of our glorious hope as we step from the "trodde n
path" into the vast expanse of the heavenly kingdom, ther e
to be the means, under our Lord and King, of bringing th e
poor groaning creation up, out of the darkness of sin an d
death, into the stupendous glory of a new earth wherei n
dwelleth righteousness .

—Contributed
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The British Section

"Sanctify yourselves, and I
will sanctify you . "

—Lev. 20:7, 8

THE primary significance o f
the word "sanctify" is "to set
apart," and its further mean-
ing is "to make holy" ; hence
its complete meaning would
be, "To set apart for the pur-
pose of being made holy . "
This, the Scriptures reveal ,
was the purpose in God's deal-
ings with the natural seed of
Abraham, the people of Israel .
God set them apart by a
mighty manifestation of his
power which delivered the m
from Egyptian bondage and
brought them into the wilder-
ness for forty years . The in-
fluence resulting from Israel' s
association with Egypt wa s
downward, tending to sin an d
idolatry, hence God set the m
apart by delivering them fro m
Egypt ; also by giving them hi s
law, and bringing them int o
such a condition in the wild-
erness that they would need

BRITISH SECTION

to continually exercise fait h
in him as the great provider
of all their needs.

This very remarkable mani-
festation of divine providence
meant Israel's setting apar t
for the purpose of being made
holy, righteous, just, throug h
obedience to the great prin-
ciples of God's law, give n
them through Moses . As Go d
said, addressing Israel, "Ye
shall be a holy people unto
me." The next step in God' s
providences over Israel relat-
ed to their "setting apart" wa s
his bringing them into the
land of promise, enabling them
by almost miraculous assis-
tance to conquer the exceed-
ingly corrupt inhabitants of
the land . Although the cleans-
ing of the land of its corrup t
inhabitants whose iniquity ha d
come to the full was not a s
thorough as the Lord told Is-
rael to make it, his specia l
divine providence over them
was indeed a setting apart ,
giving them special opportun-
ities for the worship and
service of the one true God ,
"Jehovah," and for becoming
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a holy people through obedi-
ence to his law .

As we continue to review
God's dealings with his typica l
people Israel, we see continua l
manifestations of his powe r
in a way that would give the m
incentives to become a hol y
people unto him . For instance,
all the holy prophets of Israel,
in one way or another, re -
minded them of the way God' s
power had operated

	

to

	

se t
them apart as

	

his

	

special
people, that they

	

might

	

be -
come holy, worshipping

	

and
serving him, looking forwar d
to the fulfilment of the hope s
set before them—the coming
of Messiah and the establish-
ment of his kingdom . Alas ,
that only a remnant took ful l
advantage of these kindl y
providences arranged on thei r
behalf, the failure of th e
majority in Israel being clear-
ly and repeatedly foretold
through the prophets .—Isa . 1 :
9 ; Rom . 9 :29

Israel Typica l

God's dealings with natural
Israel, while intended to be
beneficial to them as a people ,
were typical of his dealings
with his people of the Gospe l
Age—spiritual Israel . As Is-
rael after the flesh was de-
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livered from Egypt, so those
who have come to Jesus a s
their Redeemer, and have con-
secrated themselves to Go d
through him, have been deliv-
ered from the world and it s
bondage, typified by Egyp t
with its slavery, and brough t
into relationship with God a s
new creatures, begotten of hi s
Holy Spirit .

Just as Israel was provi-
dentially brought into th e
Land of Promise, so do the
Lord's people of spiritual Is-
rael, through forsaking sin ,
being justified by faith, be -
coming (lead with Christ t o
the things on the human
plane, enter into a land o f
promise . They enter a new
world as it were ; delivere d
from the power of darkness
. . . into the kingdom of God' s
dear Son, a condition where
they have become heirs of
the exceeding great and pre-
cious promises ; and they en -
joy special protection fro m
their enemies—truly a condi-
tion, in a spiritual sense, flow-
ing with milk and honey !
God's power has operated i n
this way in view of the desire s
of his people to set themselves
apart, that their sanctificatio n
might become a blessed real -
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ity . From this time begins th e
second phase of the sanctifi-
cation process ; for we are se t
apart for the purpose of be-
ing made holy . _"Be ye holy ,
for I am holy"; and we re-
member that without holines s
no man shall see the Lord .—
I Pet. 1 :16 ; Heb. 12 :14

While it is our earnest de-
sire to attain a fully sancti-
fied condition, we soon fin d
that the world, the flesh, an d
the Devil would hinder ou r
course, and that an earnes t
and constant effort is nee s-
sary if we would make prog-
ress along the narrow path o f
sanctification . The apostle' s
exhortations along this lin e
are worthy of special study . He
says (II Cor . 6:14-16), "Be ye
not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers," however
much they seek to persuade
you. Do not join with them in
projects which will involve a
very close union . Paul goes on
to give his reason for such an
exhortation, and puts it in the
form of a question : "For [be-
cause] what fellowship bat h
righteousness with unright-
eousness?" What fellowship ,
fellow feeling, is there be-
tween those who are en-
deavouring to live up to the

high standards of righteous-
ness required of God's people ,
and the very moderate stand-
ards of right conduct such a s
are satisfying to the man of
the world?

Be Ye Separate

The apostle continues ,
"What communion hath ligh t
with darkness?" All who hav e
been blessed with the light of
present truth will readily ad-
mit the division that it makes
between them and others o f
God's professed people. In
conversation we find so little
in common that it is well-nigh
impossible to have profitable
spiritual fellowship with them ;
and any fellowship with suc h
can only be experienced if re-
ligious matters are avoided .
This, in the case of the Lord' s
consecrated people, woul d
soon lead to a quenching of
the Spirit .

In II Corinthians 6 :15 Pau l
uses further arguments agains t
being unequally yoked togeth-
er with unbelievers . He says ,
"What concord bath Chris t
with Belial? Or what portio n
bath a believer [in God's
Word, its plan for his salva-
tion] with an unbeliever? "
(R. V.) who does not accept
the divine revelation, and who
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goes about to establish his
own righteousness? To at -
tempt to fellowship with suc h
can only be a hindrance i n
the narrow way . And, it is fur-
ther questioned, "What agree-
ment hath the temple of Go d
with idols? "

We are safe in saying tha t
practically all who are out of
harmony with God have som e
kind of idol in their hearts ,
something which comes firs t
in their life to which time and
attention is devoted . What
agreement can there be be-
tween those who have becom e
living stones in God's temple ,
the true church, and thos e
whose earthly and selfish in-
terests come first in their lif e
and thought ?

Israel's Temple Typica l

Just as God's temple at Jer-
usalem represented his dwell-
ing place, so Paul quotes from
the Old Testament Scriptures
to show how, in a special
sense, God dwells among hi s
people; and for them to be
called his temple is therefore
a most appropriate illustration
of this fact. "I will walk amon g
you, and will be your God,
and ye shall be my people . "
(Lev . 26:12) Concerning God ' s
people of the Gospel Age, we
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read, "I will dwell in them ,
and walk in them; And I will
be to you a Father, and ye
shall be to me sons and daugh-
ters, saith the Lord Almighty . "
(II Cor. 6 :16, 18, R. V.) The
next verse exhorts, "Having
therefore these promises, dear-
ly beloved, let us cleanse our -
selves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit [let us
zealously begin our part in
this great work of sanctifica-
tion], perfecting holiness in
the fear of God ." (II Cor . 7 :1 )
"Perfecting holiness" accurate-
ly describes the second phase
in this work of sanctification
for which we are set apart by
God.

Just as it was necessary for
God's temple of old to be ded-
icated, sanctified, or "se t
apart" to God, before he
deigned to recognise and us e
it, so similarly with all God's
people today . It is necessary
that they positively dedicat e
or sanctify themselves to God
and to his requirements be-
fore being recognised of him ,
and filled with his Holy Spirit .

"Sanctification,"
How Accomplished

Like most other features in
God's arrangements, there are
correct and successful means

THE DAWN



for their attainment, and som e
which are not so correct and
successful . This is specially
true in the case of our sanc-
tification . Paul says, "This i s
the will of God, . . . even your
sanctification." (I Thess . 4 :3 )
If we would be sanctified, w e
must use the divinely provid-
ed means for its accomplish-
ment. The Master prayed ,
"Sanctify them by thy truth .
(John 17:17) As we seek t o
study, meditate upon, and
obey the truth, we experienc e
its sanctifying influence. It
causes old hopes, aims, and
interests to pass away, and
opens the way into the world
of the Spirit : "All things have
become new": a new relation -
ship with God has been
realised, with new hopes, both
for the present and for the
future .

Additionally, the Scripture s
speak of being "sanctified by
the Spirit." (I Pet . 1:2) While
study and meditation upo n
the Word of turth is impor-
tant to the child of God, he
needs the Holy Spirit's influ-
ence in his life to enable hi m
to come into accord with what
is written, if he would be
sanctified thereby : for it is the
Spirit that guides us into all
truth and shows us things to
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come. "Eye bath not seen, no r
ear heard, neither hath en-
tered into the heart of man ,
the things which God hath
prepared for them that love
him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit . "
—I Cor. 2:9, 10

By the power of the Spirit,
too, we are enabled to obey
the truth, and to continue to
present our bodies a livin g
sacrifice, carrying out th e
consecration we have made,
even as it is written of our
Master, "Who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God." (Heb .
9:14) The power of God' s
Spirit enabled Jesus to con-
tinually thus offer himself
during the three and a-half
years of his ministry .

As consecrated children o f
God, it is the power of th e
Holy Spirit of truth [whic h
we obtain through the stud y
of our Father's Word, and in
our spirit of obedience there-
to] which furnishes us th e
needed strength for overcom-
ing the world and our ow n
perverted appetites . Accord-
ingly, all the cleansing we
have experienced ; all of our
justification ; all of our setting
apart to righteousness, an d
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our separation from sin; all
the victories and blessings i n
these directions, have come to
us through the merit of ou r
Lord Jesus, and by or through
the channel of the Spirit of
holiness, the Spirit of God ,
which we have received . "But
ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God . "
—I Cor. 6 :1 1

The School of Chris t

As true disciples, in other
words, as taught and trained
ones of Jesus, we are in a
most wonderful school! The
great Teacher, our glorious
resurrected Lord and Head ,
appointed by the Heavenly
Father to instruct those who
shall be accepted as his
"brethren," was himself edu-
cated in the same school, un-
der the Father's inspection
and direction. "Though he
were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which
he suffered; and being mad e
perfect [Greek, complete ; ac-
ceptable to the high station
to which he was called—th e
divine nature] he became th e
author [Greek, cause] of eter-
nal salvation unto all the m
that obey him."—Heb. 5 :8, 9
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It is not the flesh that ha s
entered the school of Chris t
and is under his instruction s
and preparation for the king-
dom, for "flesh and blood can -
not inherit the kingdom of
God." (I Cor . 15:50) Our ac-
ceptance of the divine call t o
spirit nature meant the re-
nouncement of the earthly na-
ture in every sense of the
word, and meant our begettin g
as new creatures—"sons o f
God." It is the "new creature, "
the new mind, the new will ,
that is in the school of Christ ,
and that is to be completed—
to be brought into full accord
with the divine will—to be-
come a copy or likeness o f
the Lord .

The new mind, in propor-
tion as it develops in likenes s
to the mind of Christ, will re -
lax no efforts to keep the
body under, with its motions
of sin—to keep the will of th e
flesh dead. Surely no spirit-
begotten son of God could al -
low sin to "reign" in his mor-
tal body. Therefore, the new
mind, the new creature, see-
ing any uprising of the flesh ,
is to conquer it, obtaining the
promised grace and help i n
time of need from the heaven-
ly storehouse of grace .—Heb .
4 :16
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Jesus would have his dis-
ciples sanctified "through th e
truth" (John 17:17, 19), and h e
exhorts, "If ye continue i n
my Word, then are ye my dis-
ciples indeed" (John 8:31) To
be truly his disciples, sancti-
fied through divine truth, w e
must continue under his direc-
tion and training, faithfully

and perseveringly, unto death ;
then God's grace will eventual-
ly bring us to the inheritanc e
of all those who are similarly
sanctified.—Acts 20:32; 26 :1 8

The graduating standard fo r
such a wonderful exaltation is
beautifully described by th e

poet :

"A humble, lowly, contrite heart,
Believing, true and clean,

Which neither life nor death can par t
From him who dwells within .

"A heart in ev'ry thought renew'd,
And full of love divine ;

Perfect, and right, and pure, and good,
A copy, Lord, of thine ."
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Your Questions

Judgment Now
and Future

Are Christians on trial now?
If so, how does this harmonize
with your teachings respectin g
the judgment day?

The Apostle Peter wrote ,
"For the time is come tha t
judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall th e
end be of them that obey not
the Gospel of God? And if th e
righteous scarcely be saved ,
where shall the ungodly and
the sinner appear?" (I Pet .
4:17, 18) This would indicat e
that the judgment day of th e
church is during the present
life . The text indicates tha t
this judgment or trial is a
trying, or exacting one. Vers e
12 of the chapter reads, "Be -
loved, think it not strang e
concerning the fiery tria l
which is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened
unto you." The apostle re -
minds us that this "suffering "
is due to the fact that we are
following in the footsteps of
Jesus .
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The severity of this trial, o r
judgment, is indicated in the
expression, "If the righteou s
scarcely be saved." It is in -
deed a "fiery" trial, requir-
ing patience and courage, and
above all, the grace of God t o
endure . We are walking in a
narrow way, but if we are
faithful unto death the end
will be glorious .

Jesus said, "He that hear-
eth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath
[by faith] everlasting life, an d
shall not come into judgmen t
(Revised Version) ; but i s
passed from death unto life. "
(John 5 :24) This simply means
that the judgment or tria l
day of dedicated believers i n
Christ ends at the close o f
their life, and that they will
not be called upon to pass
tests or trials when brought
forth in the resurrection .

Instead, one of the reward s
of these faithful followers of
the Master will be the privi-
lege of participating in the
future work of judging th e
world of mankind in general .
Paul asks, "Do ye not kno w
that the saints shall judge the
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world?" (I Cor. 6:2) The saint s
will take part in the future
judgment-day work, not in
the sense of being on trial
themselves, but as co-judges
with Jesus .

Jesus speaks of those wh o
believe on him as those wh o
do "good," and those who d o
not believe as those who d o
"evil ." He explains, "Marvel
not at this: for the hour i s
coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall com e
forth; they that have don e
good, unto the resurrection o f
life : and they that have don e
evil, unto the resurrection o f
judgment."—John 5 :28, 29, Re-
vised Versio n

That will be the judgmen t
clay for those who have not
qualified for everlasting life
at the present time . This also
answers Peter's questions,
"What shall the end be of
them that obey not the Gospel
of God?" in the present life ;
and also, "If the righteou s
scarcely be saved, where shall
the ungodly and the sinner
appear?" Because of tradi-
tional misconceptions many
have believed that these un-
believers will appear in a
place of eternal fire an d
torment, but this is not the
teaching of the Scriptures .

YOUR QUESTIONS

Peter asks these pointed
questions as to where the un-
believers will appear, but does
not answer them. Jesus pro-
vides the answer in the tex t
already quoted ; namely, that
they will appear in the future
judgment of all mankind . Thi s
also, like the judgment day o f
the church, will be a period
of testing and trial. Belief i n
Christ will then be required.
But the people will not be de-
ceived by Satan, because he
will be bound. They will b e
given a full knowledge of th e
issues involved. If they believe
and obey the laws of the mes-
sianic kingdom they will go
on to human perfection an d
everlasting life. If they do
not then believe and obey
they will be destroyed from
among the people.—Acts 3 :2 3

A God of the Livin g

Matthew 22:32 reads, "I a m

the God of Abraham, and th e

God of Isaac, and the God o f

Jacob . God is not the God o f

the dead, but of the living . "

Does not this prove that Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob did no t
die when they seemed to, bu t

are still alive, either in heav-

en, or elsewhere?
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No! In order to understan d
this statement by Jesus it is
necessary to take note of its
setting. Jesus was proving t o
the Sadducees that there is t o
be a resurrection of the dead ,
and his proof text was th e
statement God made to Moses
at the burning bush declaring
himself to be the God o f
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ,
explaining that God is not a
God of the dead, but of th e
living .

God could refer to himself
as the God of these patriarchs,

not because they had not real-
ly died, but because they were
merely temporarily asleep in
death. Luke's account of thi s
adds the words, "for all live
unto him." (Luke 20 :37, 38 )
There are more direct texts in
the Old Testament settin g
forth the hope of the resur-
rection, but the Sadducee s
had complete faith only in
the writings of Moses. This i s
doubtless why Jesus quoted
from one of the books of
Moses to prove to them tha t
there would be a resurrection .
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Vineyard Echoes

Letting the Light Shine

"THE Dawn has been a blessing to me, my family, and my

friends. I am thankful that someone stuck one of you r
tracts under the windshield of my daughter's car . That is
the way I got started with The Dawn lessons . Thank you
very much!" What an eloquent testimony this is to th e
fact that when we sow the seeds of truth we never kno w
the extent to which the Lord may bless . our efforts . Prob-
ably the one who placed this tract under a windshiel d
wiper does not as yet know that it resulted in severa l
people becoming interested in the truth. But we are sur e
that the Lord blessed this brother or sister, anyway, with
the assurance of having been faithful in doing everythin g
possible to make known the glad tidings of the kingdom .

And the testimony of this letter emphasizes that th e
distribution of tracts and kingdom cards is still an effectiv e
way of making known the Gospel of the kingdom . As the
months and years go by, there is sometimes the tendency
to slacken our hands in rendering simple services to the
Lord. We would like to see many more come into the truth
as a result of our efforts ; but we are not to expect that
there will be a general turning to the Lord until both th e
spiritual and earthly phases of the kingdom are fully se t
up. It will not be until then that all people will begin to
"flow unto it ."—Micah 4 : 1

Meanwhile, it is our privilege to tell out the glad tiding s
as widely as possible, that the one here and there who m
the Lord is calling into Christ may be reached . And it i s
fitting that we do this in every way that is possible an d
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proper. So let us not overlook the distribution of tracts
and cards, either from house to house, or in other suitable
places where they will be found and read by those wh o
are searching for a better understanding of the Bible than
they now enjoy .

Consolation Folder s

The Consolation folder is designed specially to mail to
the relatives of those who have died, the addresses being
found in the obituary lists of newspapers . It offers the
little booklet "Hope." We receive many responses fro m
the nailing of the Consolation folders by brethren through-
out the country . A recent letter read, "I want you to kno w
the comfort I have received through reading your booklet ,
`Hope.' My husband was forty-three years old when he
passed away five weeks ago . I feel comfort now after read-
ing your booklet, and I have re-read it often . I know no w
that God will let us be together again, and this keeps m e
going, for I know that God will keep his word . "

The sending out of the Consolation folders is somethin g
which can be done by those unable to distribute tracts and
cards . Not all are able to pay for the postage involved in
this effort, but in many instances classes furnish the neces-
sary funds for this, while the work of addressing is don e
by those who might not otherwise have an opportunity o f
service . There is room in the field for a much wider effort
along this line . Truly the harvest is great and the laborer s
few .

Many brethren are finding it effective to mail out tract s
to names obtained from the telephone book . A special per-
mit for a lower rate of postage is available for this .

Public Meetings

Public meetings continue to be blessed by the Lord . It i s
difficult to get people to attend a Bible lecture—at leas t
in any great numbers—although this method of public wit-
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nessing is still being used. The public is more inclined to
attend the showing of a color film in which the plan of
God is presented. Recently three hundred and fifty of the
public attended a film showing, and in another instanc e
one hundred and eighty-five. These meetings were, of
course, well advertised .

Public meetings through the use of color films are a
possibility in many places . There are not many classes in
a position to spend a lot of money to put on a public meet-
ing. Large, popular auditoriums are expensive, and in ad-
dition there is the cost of advertising . But this expense i s
often well worth while . However large auditoriums are not
essential . Indeed, an effective witness can be given by
showing a film in the home and inviting friends and neigh-
bors to attend .

In many areas of the country suitable sound projector s
are available, and there are brethren who would be gla d
to take a projector a reasonable distance, and operate it ,
for giving a public witness to the truth. We suggest that
brethren in small classes, and even individuals, give thi s
possibility careful and prayerful consideration . If you de-
cide to make an effort of this kind, write to us, and yo u
may be sure we will give you all the co-operation we can .
We can supply advertising circulars, and will try to arrang e
for a projector and an operator .

Through the years we have observed successful and un-
successful methods of advertising. We have observed that
it is not wise to have newspaper advertising appear to o
much in advance of the meeting—one day before th e
meeting is preferable for best results .

. If a series of meetings is planned, it is much more ef-
fective to advertise them one at a time, rather than all at
the same time. While we might induce a considerable num-
ber to attend one meeting, the public generally does not
want to attend for several weeks . In holding a series o f
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meetings, simply announce each succeeding meeting as the
time comes. It is better, if possible, to have cards to dis-
tribute at each meeting announcing the next meeting. Thi s
helps the visitors to remember . When funds are available ,
each of the meetings in the series should be announced in
the newspaper. This will help to augment the attendance
of return visitors from the preceding meeting .

Unless it is required by the newspaper being used, i t
is not wise to give the sponsorship of the meetings . Nothing
is gained by this, and sometimes prejudice is aroused . If
the newspaper requires the auspices to be mentioned i n
the advertisement, try using "Auspices of the friends of
`Frank and Ernest' " ; or "Auspices of The Bible Answer s
television films ." Or better still, "Friends of `Frank an d
Ernest' invite you ."

As we noted, these suggestions are given upon the basi s
of many years of experience and observation. However ,
they are only suggestions, offered in the spirit of makin g
our public witness work as effective as possible .

Again we would like to mention that The Bible Answers
films are still being widely shown in churches, clubs, an d
homes of various types . Many of these bookings are being
made through our film agency, while others are being ar-
ranged locally by the brethren . If there is a home for el-
derly people in your area, try contacting the manage r
concerning the possible use of one or more of The Bible
Answers films .

Recently we have sent out a limited number of letter s
to churches and homes, offering the films, and to date ten
per cent of these have replied asking for the films . In
Massachusetts a nursing home has requested a film every
other week .

From Minnesota a reply reads : "Have enjoyed The Dawn
for many years," and this person wants to show films i n
his home to family and friends .
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A Senior Citizens' home in Kansas, with about a hundred

residents, wants to show a film each month .

Also from the State of Kansas, a nursing home request s
a film every other week.

From Ohio a club asks for three films—"The Time o f

the End," "Marvels of Creation," and "No more Death . "

These responses are encouraging, and we will continu e
sending out the letters offering the films .

Literature Boxe s

Brethren in various parts of the country have been able t o

place literature boxes in bus stations . They keep a supply

of literature—Dawns, booklets, and tracts—in these boxes ,
and are gratified to realize that so much of it is taken .
Here is an opportunity for service which might well be

expanded . Why not check into the possibility in your area ?
The truth is so wonderful that we will want to do all we
can to make it known to others .

For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion
for a small advertisement i n
your local newspaper . This out -
line is designed for two inche s
in one column .

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL : O n
Sunday, September 21, "Frank
and Ernest" will discuss the
topic, "Freedom from Fear"—
a topic which should be of
special interest at this time
when the hearts of so man y
are filled with fear . Specia l
circulars will be furnished free
for announcing this discussion .
Send for as many as you ca n
use . Address, The Dawn, Eas t
Rutherford, New Jersey 0707 3

PREVIEW OF HISTOR Y

To be discussed by

'FRANK and ERNEST '
KMEO—740 kc .—8:30 A. M .

Sunday, August 1 7

Tune in this informative discus-
sion, and send for a free copy o f
the booklet, "God and Reason ."
Address :

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept. N General Post Offic e

New York, N.Y. 10001
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Encouraging Letters
Under the Windshiel d

"The Dawn has been a bless-
ing to me, my family, and my
friends. I am thankful that
someone stuck one of you r
tracts under the windshield of
my daughter's car. That is the
way I got started with The
Dawn lessons . Thank you ver y
much .—Ohio

Expects to be Togethe r

Dear Sirs : I want you to know
the comfort I have received
through reading your booklet,
" Hope." My husband was for-
ty-three years old when he
passed away five weeks ago . H e
had not been ill, but had a
heart attack, and I kept asking
myself why? We have two teen -
age children, and a little boy
three . I feel comforted now af-
ter reading your booklet, and I
have re-read it often . I know
now that God will let us be to-
gether again, and this keeps me
going, for I know that God wil l
keep his word .—Florida

Thankful for Understandin g
Dear Sirs : I have enjoyed

your program for many year s
—also my mother and dad be-
fore me . They are resting now.
I: can see now how they were
seeking God's true Word an d
work. I would like The Plan

hook. I am so thankful that I
have as much understanding o f
the Bible as I do . I just hope
and pray that everyone will al -
so have this understanding o f
God's Word .—Kentucky

"Hope" Gave Hop e

Dear Sirs : I want to than k
you for your wonderful book-
let, " Hope ." It surely gave m e
hope. There were so man y
questions in my mind. I did no t
know the meaning of death . I
have found comfort in knowin g
that my beloved one is resting
and sleeping and that some day
I will be with him again and w e
will both be restored to life—a
new life, a new body . I do no t
know what I would have don e
without your booklet . I thank
you kindly for sending it to me .
—Ohio

Enlightene d

Dear Friends: Christian greet-
ings! For a long time I have
read Christian literature, and
during the last twelve months I
have been especially blessed be-
cause I find that I have enjoye d
and have been enlightened b y
what you have imparted throug h
your various publications—more
than from what I have ever
read before . So I am very gla d
and grateful. The "Plan of the
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Ages" book, although writte n
more than eighty years ago, has
been most enlightening to me ;
so much so that I must ask yo u
to supply me with more copies
for distribution . Also I will tak e
advantage of your offer of six
subscriptions to The Dawn at a
special price. May God continue
to guide and prosper you all i n
your very fine work.—England

After Many Year s

Dear Friends: Thank you
very much for your literature
safely received . It was a good
many years ago now that my
father rejoiced to fellowship
with the Dawn Bible Students ,
and used to attend their meet-
ings regularly . I wonder if yo u
would let me know if any suc h
meetings are now being held i n
my home district. I possess the

"Studies in the Scriptures," al -
though I did not take much
notice of them when I was
young . However, they have no w
become very interesting to me .
—England

Gives Explanation

Dear Friends : Christian greet-
ings! Thank you for your pub-
lications received recently . I
find them extremely interesting
and helpful, and would there -
fore like to take advantage o f
your offer to send, "The Grac e
of Jehovah ." I am particularly
pleased with the help you ar e
giving me since it gives me an
explanation for the strange un-
easiness I have had over cer-
tain of the "Society's" interpre-
tations . I shall be very grateful
to receive also your booklet,
"God and Reason ."—Englan d

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

AUGUST 7—"If a man conten d
in the games, he is not crowne d
unless he strive lawfully ."—II
Timothy 2 :5 (Diaglott) (Z . '02-
265 Hymn 44 )

AUGUST 14—"It is enough fo r
the disciple that he is as his
master, and the servant as his
lord. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebub ,
how much more shall they call

them of his household? "—
Matthew 10 :25 (Z . '03 . 13 Hymn
134 )
AUGUST 21—"Seek ye first th e
kingdom of God and his right-
eousness ."—Matthew 6 :33 (Z.
'02-350 Hymn 1 )

AUGUST 28—"Preach the Word ;
be instant in season, out o f
season ."—II Timothy 4 :2 (Z . '03 -
189 Hymn 275 )
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Speakers' Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to
Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit wil l
be arranged when possible.

SAM BAKE R
Buffalo, N . Y .

	

Aug . 2 6
Lockport, N . Y.

	

2 7
Rochester, N . Y .

	

2 8
New York, N . Y .

	

30, 3 1

C. A . CORNELL
Minneapolis, Minn .

	

Aug . 1
(Cedar Ave . )

Milwaukee, Wis.

	

3
Beloit, Wis .

	

4
Rockford, III .

	

5
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

6
Bloomington, Ind .

	

9-1 4
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

17, 1 8
Columbus, Ohio

	

1 9
Buffalo, N . Y.

	

2 1
Lockport, N . Y .

	

2 2
Rochester, N . Y.

	

2 4
Paterson, N . J .

	

2 6
Rutherford, N . J .

	

2 7
New York, N . Y .

	

30,3 1

L . PAUL DAVI S
Londonderry, N . Ireland Aug . 19,2 0
Glasgow, Scotland

	

2 1
Dewsbury, England

	

2 2
Latchford, England

	

23, 2 4
Liverpool, England

	

25, 2 6
Ipswich, England

	

2 8
Aldersbrook, England

	

30, 3 1

O. D . DEIFE R
York, Pa .

	

Aug . 2 4
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G. HOMER HAMLI N
Allentown, Pa .

	

Aug . 2 4

A . H . KRUMPOLT
Baltimore, Md .

	

Aug . 24
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

24

E . F . LANKFOR D
Bloomington, Ind .

	

Aug . 9-1 4
Detroit, Mich .

	

1 7
York, Pa .

	

1 8
Washington, D . C .

	

20
Flushing, N . Y .

	

22
New York, N . Y .

	

24

M. C . MITCHEL L
Sayville, N . Y .

	

Aug . 3

KENNETH M . NAI L
Winnipeg, Man .

	

Aug . 3
Minneapolis, Minn .

	

5
(Fillmore )

Minneapolis, Minn .

	

6
(Cedar Ave. )

Bloomington, Ind .

	

9-1 4
Kansas City, Mo .

	

1 7
Grand Island, Nebr .

	

1 9
Denver, Colo .

	

2 0
Boise, Idaho

	

2 4
Sagle, Idaho

	

26
Seattle, Wash .

	

30, 3 1

HARRY PASSIOS
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

Aug . 3
Bloomington, Ind .

	

9-1 4
Milwaukee, Wis .

	

1 7
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Plover,

	

Wis . 18 Weatherford,

	

Tex . 2 4

Minneapolis, Minn . 19 Lamesa,

	

Tex . 2 5

(Fillmore) Phoenix,

	

Ariz . 2 8

Minneapolis, Minn . 20 San

	

Diego,

	

Calif.

G . R. POLLOCK

30, 3 1

(Cedar Ave .)
Withee,

	

Wis . 21 Winnipeg,

	

Man . Aug .

	

3

Beloit,

	

Wis . 22 LEO POS T

Rockford,

	

III . 24 Paterson,

	

N .

	

J . Aug . 2 4

Batavia,

	

III . 25 H .

	

W .

	

PRIC E
Gary,

	

Ind . 26 Winfield-Kelowna,

	

B . C . Aug .

	

1, 2
Columbus, Ohio 27 Penticton,

	

B .

	

C . 3

New York, N . Y . 30, 31 STEPHEN SURAC I
New London, Conn .E .

	

K .

	

PENROSE Aug .

	

1 7

Columbus, Ohio Aug . 3 F . S . WASSMAN N
Bloomington, Ind . 9-1 4

Indianapolis, Ind . 1 9
Fayetteville, Ark . 2 1

Oklahoma

	

City,

	

Okla . 22

New Haven, Conn .

	

Aug . 3
Waterbury, Conn .

	

3

C. R . WEID A
Catawissa, Pa .

	

Aug . 3

The listings in this schedule have been arranged by loca l
ecclesias co-operating with the Dawn .

GEORGE BALKO CARL HAGENSIC K
Lonaconing,

	

Md . Aug . 17 St .

	

Louis, Mo .

	

Aug .

	

1 7
Pittsburgh,

	

Pa . 31
ADAM MISKAWITZ

MIKE BALK O
Pittsburgh,

	

Pa . Aug .

	

17
Gary,

	

Ind .

	

Aug .

	

1 7

MICHAEL R. NEKOR A
WM . G . BLONG Riverside,

	

Calif .

	

Aug .

	

1 7
San

	

Jose,

	

Calif . Aug . 31 Ontario,

	

Calif .

	

1 7

J . BURTON BROWN H . W . OSTRANDE R
San

	

Diego,

	

Calif .

DAVID A . BRUC E
Hawthorne,

	

Calif .

Aug .

	

1 0

Aug .

	

10

Stockton,

	

Calif .

	

Aug .

	

1 7

THOS . T . RYD E
Santa

	

Ana,

	

Calif.

	

Aug .

	

1 0
Covina,

	

Calif . 2 4

L .

	

P .

	

DAVIS,

	

JR. ALBERT SHEPPELBAU M

Fullerton,

	

Calif . Aug . 24 Beloit,

	

Wis .

	

Aug .

	

3

EDWARD E . FAY JOHN TRZYN A

Sacramento,

	

Calif . Aug .

	

3 Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

Aug .

	

3
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Conventions

Full information concerning programs and room reservations can be obtaine d
by writing to the name listed . An asterisk (*) indicates on immersion service
is being planned .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Aug .3—260 1
Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C. R . New -
ham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .
SILOAM, TEX., Aug . 8-10—Mrs. E . D .
Westfall, Route One, Box 142 ,
Dublin, Tex .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Aug. 17—
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks Bldg . ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs . Margaret
Ellis, R . 1, Box 71, Melbourne, Ky .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Aug. 17—
IOGT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave . Mrs .
Doris Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Ave.
Circle S .
DENVER, COLO ., Aug . 23, 24—Hear t
of Denver Motel, 1100 E . Colfa x
Ave . Mrs. Larry L . Davis, 1105 6
Pearl, Northglenn, Colo .
CHICAGO, ILL ., Aug . 24—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave . Mr .
George Tabac, 7244 W. Lill, Niles ,
III .
JACKSON, MICH ., Aug . 30-Sept . 1
YMCA, 127 W. Wesley St. Mrs .
Ralph Gaunt, 510 Golf Ave .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Aug. 30-
Sept . 1—IOGT Hall, 2922 Ceda r
Ave. Mrs . Doris Borowiec, 1041 0
Fifth Ave . Circle S .
NEW YORK, N . Y., Aug . 30-Sept. I
—Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 50th St .
and Park Ave. Mr . G . M. Jeuck, 8 1
Blauvelt Road, Nanuet, N . Y .
SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., Aug . 30-Sept. I
---Temple Beth Israel, 2512 Third
Ave . Mrs. Gilbert L . Rice, 4005
Olympic St .
SEATTLE, WASH ., Aug . 30-Sept. 1 —
Norway Center, 300 Third Ave . W.
Mrs . John Keith, 22515 95th Place
W., Edmonds, Wash .
*ST . LOUIS, MO., Sept. 6; 7—Gate-
way Hotel, Ninth and Washington
Ave. Mrs . D . E. Prutzman, 203 5
Jannette Drive .
PITTSBURGH, PA ., Sept . 20, 2 1
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 4, 5
AGAWAM, MASS., Oct. 5
PIQUA, OHIO, Oct . 5
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF ., Oct . 11,1 2

-000-
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HEARING AID SERVICE AT TH E
GENERAL CONVENTION

The brethren in charge of tape recording at the Genera l
Convention will have provisions to help those with hear-
ing problems to hear better during the sessions of the
convention .
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGE S

CLOTH BOUN D

$50 0— PER SET

q

	

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH, 7S CENT S

B

	

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH . $1 .2 8

•

	

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

D

	

THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . S1 .2 5

Question Books for the Volumes;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH :
VOLUMES 4-6. 1S CENTS EAC H

TABERNACLE

	

DAILY

	

SHADOWS

	

HEAVENLY
MANN A

L
CLOT HBOUN

	

OUND, SOC

	

CLOTH BOUND, i/-0 0

	

resents the significance

	

Contains a Bible text an d

	

f the sacrificial services

	

comment for every day ;

	

f the tabernacle erected

	

ruled pages for birthday
y Moses .

	

records .

Send your order today to:

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH. . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor. 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millepnium .—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir.—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt. 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19 . 23 ; Isaiah 35
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