
Lesson 64

Illustrations of the Kingdom

Our Father in heaven … [may] your king dom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.—Mat thew 6:9,10

Jesus and his dis ci ples taught oth ers about the king dom
through par a bles and by per form ing mir a cles. The mir a cles

were a sam ple of what is to hap pen in the king dom. Just as many
of the Old Tes ta ment sto ries were pic tures of things to come, so
the mir a cles, too, were pic tures of the king dom bless ings.

Instead of only a few peo ple being healed in the king dom, all
the dis eased and dis abled of man kind will be healed. Deaf ears
will hear, the blind will see (Isa iah 35:5,6).

Lep rosy is a pic ture of sin. When Jesus healed the ten lep ers,
only one returned to thank him. Only a few in this age appre ci ate
that Jesus died to save all the world from sin (Luke 17:11-17).

The heal ing of the sick rep re sented the fact that in the king dom
all the phys i cal, men tal, and moral dis eases will be healed by
the “Good Phy si cian.” God’s work in Christ is to save the whole
world from sin.

The open ing of the blind eyes and the deaf ears rep re sented
the open ing of the eyes and ears of under stand ing in the king -
dom. Then man kind will real ize how much God loves them and
the won der ful pro vi sions he has made for every one.

Our Lord’s trans fig u ra tion on the moun tain was another il lus -
tra tion of the king dom. Trans fig u ra tion means that while Jesus’
appear ance seemed to change, it did not actu ally do so. It was a
vision, or pic ture, of him self as the glo ri fied divine being he
would become.
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Peter, James, and John, who were with him, could see the
vision as had been prom ised in Mat thew 16:28. They also heard
the voice of God, “This is my Son … Lis ten to him” (Mat thew
17:5).

Moses and Elijah, who had been dead for a long time, were also 
seen in this vision. Moses rep re sented the law and the faith ful
ancient ones who will be princes in all the earth. Elijah rep re -
sented the heav enly phase of the king dom, the church class. The
vision assures us that the king dom will come in God’s due time!

When Jesus was trans fig ured on the moun tain,
 it pro vided a vision of the king dom.
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