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Highlights of Dawn.

The Kingdom Nea r

ONE of the main themes of the Bible's prophecies is the
coming of the Messiah and the establishment of his king-
dom of blessing . The prophecies foretold the first advent
of the Messiah, and pointed out many of the things whic h
would occur in connection therewith . They foretold Jesus '
birth, and the town in which he would be born . They fore -
told various aspects of his ministry, and how he would b e
persecuted and finally put to death . The prophecies men-
tion in considerable detail what occurred at the time of
Jesus' crucifixion. (Ps. 22:1, 18) The prophecies also fore -
told the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead .
—Ps . 16:10; 68:18; Eph. 4 :8-1 1

The Apostle Peter speaks of the "sure word of prophecy "
as "a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn ,
and the day star arise in your hearts ." (II Pet . 1 :19) The
"sure word of prophecy" has indeed been a bright light
which, throughout the centuries of the world's dark night
of sin, has continued to illuminate the earnest and dedi-
cated servants of the Lord for their guidance an d
encouragement.

There was high hope on the part of Jesus' disciples . They
had accepted him as the foretold Messiah, and they be-
lieved that the kingdom was to be immediately established .
(Luke 19:11) They did not then know that the main wor k
to be accomplished at that time was the redemption o f
Adam and his children from sin and death, and that Jesus
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would lay the foundation for this by his own death on
Calvary's cross .

They did not know that Jesus would be going away, and
that he would not return for many centuries, and that it
would not be until his second visit to earth that his king-
dom would be established. They rejoiced in the fact that
Jesus was raised from the dead, and when he appeared t o
them on the Mount of Olives they made bold to ask, "Wil t
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" T o
this Jesus replied, "It is not for you to know the times o r
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power . "
—Acts 1 :6, 7

We do not think that Jesus implied by this that hi s
disciples would never know anything about God's time s
and seasons . He was simply emphasizing the fact that thi s
information is controlled by God and that he divulges it to
his people only as they need it for their encouragement .
For Jesus to have explained to his inquiring disciples a t
that time that he was not about to establish his kingdom ,
and that he would not do so for nearly two thousand years ,
would have been very discouraging .

Jesus' Prophecies

During the three and one-half years of his ministry Jesu s
made a number of prophecies . Some of these were con-
tained in parables ; a very important one is the Parable of
the Wheat and the Tares . (Matt . 13 :24-32, 36-43) In this
parable Jesus said that "good seed" was sown by "the So n
of man," and that "tares" were sown by the Devil .

The parable reveals that the "tares"—the children o f
the wicked one—and the "wheat"—the children of the
kingdom—would grow together until the end of the age ,
when there would be a harvest, a separation . Then the
tares were to be destroyed, and the wheat were to "shin e
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father . "

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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Here we have a prophecy concerning a corrupting in-
fluence that would enter in among the followers of the
Master—the children of the kingdom—and that this woul d
continue right down to the full end of the age, when the
tares would be destroyed, and the wheat exalted to be wit h
Jesus in his kingdom, shining forth like the sun, as a part
of the prophetic "Sun of Righteousness," which Malachi
foretold would rise "with healing in his wings ."—Mal . 4 : 2

History records the fact that a great falling away fro m
the true faith of the Gospel did occur, beginning shortly
after the death of the apostles, those faithful watcher s
over the Lord's people . Practically every aspect of tru e
Christian belief became corrupted and confused . The grea t
hope of believers that Jesus would return and that the n
they would be exalted in the resurrection to live and reig n
with him, was pushed aside by all except a small remnant ,
and a counterfeit messianic kingdom set up instead. This
consisted of the corrupt church-state systems of Europ e
which claimed to be the kingdom of Christ, or Christendom .

And now that we have reached the end of the age, th e
Lord's spiritually enlightened people have seen the fore -
told harvest work in progress—indeed, they have them -
selves participated in this work through the publication o f
the "Gospel of the kingdom." That harvest work is still go-
ing on; and what an incentive to faithfulness it is to kno w
that when finally it is completed and they have joined thei r
Lord in the "first resurrection" that they will become a
part of that "Sun of righteousness" for the healing an d
blessing of the world !

End of the Age Prophecies

Toward the close of Jesus' ministry his apostles bega n
to sense vaguely that he might be going away for a whil e
—although they did not seem to realize that he was to b e
killed by his enemies, and that the kingdom was a long
way off . They went to him on the Mount of Olives, and
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said, "Tell us when these things shall be, and what the
sign of thy presence, and the conclusion of the age ."—
Matt . 24 :3, Rotherham

Jesus gave a lengthy reply to this inquiry . One of the
things he said was, "Jerusalem shall be trodden down o f
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled . "
(Luke 21 :24) We understand that in this prophecy "Jerusa-
lem" represents the Jewish polity. That polity had bee n
"trodden down" beginning in 606 B. C., when King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroyed the literal city o f
Jerusalem, and took the people of the nation captive .

It was there that the nation of Israel lost her nationa l
independence, becoming a subject people, first to Babylon ,
then to Medo-Persia, then to Greece, and finally to Rome .
The people were vassals of Rome when Jesus came at hi s
first advent . The disciples evidently had this in mind whe n
they asked Jesus, "Wilt thou at this time restore the king-
dom to Israel?"—Acts 1 : 6

When Jesus said that Jerusalem would continue to b e
trodden down by Gentile nations until "the times of th e
Gentiles be fulfilled" he indicated that a certain length o f
time had been set aside in the plan of God during whic h
the Jewish nation and people would be subject to Gentil e
overlordship . Leviticus 26 :24 is a prophecy of a period o f
"seven times" during which the Lord would punish hi s
people. We believe that these are symbolic "times," an d
that the actual length of this period is 2,520 years—th e
"times of the Gentiles" referred to by Jesus during whic h
Jerusalem, or the Jewish polity, would be trodden down .

As we have noted, this period began in 606 B . C ., which
means that it would end in A . D. 1914. The year 1914 is
now more than a half century in the past, which enable s
us to look back on national and international events an d
get a fairly clear perspective of what has taken plac e
during all these years .
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Prior to 1914 this particular year had been pointed ou t
by Bible students as being the end of "the times of the
Gentiles," but prior to the actual events it was not possibl e
to know clearly just what would occur . Now we have a
better vantage point from which to see the events which
had been foretold in the "sure word of prophecy." It wa s
in 1914 that the first World War in history broke out .
Much happened as a result of that war, and it was the war
itself that led to the opening of Palestine to the Jew .

There were many difficulties to overcome, but gradually ,
step by step, the land was developed. Finally, and as a
result of what occurred in 1914, Israel become an indepen-
dent nation among nations . This was in 1948, and now n o
longer is Israel a vassal nation to other nations . She has
taken her place among the free nations of earth, and is a
member of the United Nations. She is still having many
difficulties, but so are all the other nations of earth . How -
ever, she is not being trodden down as a servile natio n
to other nations .

Church-State Systems Destroye d
The Gentile aspect of the "times of the Gentiles" durin g

which the Jewish nation would be trodden down was de-
picted by a great human-like image which King Nebuchad-
nezzar saw in a dream. It had a head of gold, breast an d
arms of silver, thighs of brass, and legs of iron . A stone
was cut out of the mountain without hands and smote thi s
image on its feet. Then the image fell, was ground to
powder, and the wind carried it away . Then the ston e
which did the smiting grew to be a great mountain whic h
filled the whole earth .—Dan. 2 :31-44

Interpreting this dream, Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar,
"'l'hou, 0 king, art a king of kings : for the God of heave n
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory .
And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of
the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into
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thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all ." The
head of gold, then, pictured the fact that God had give n
dominion to Nebuchadnezzar, or Babylon . Nebuchadnezzar
had been king before this, but now he had been give n
dominion by God .

This same fact continued through the empires represent-
ed by the brass, silver, and iron of the image . Babylon was
destroyed as a world power not long after Nebuchadnez-
zar's dream. Medo-Persia—the "brass"—and Greece—th e
"silver"—also lost world dominion . Rome became divided ,
as represented by the feet and toes of the image, and it s
divisions still existed at the beginning of 1914 . However ,
the prophecy states that when the image was smitten, "Th e
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, [were] broken t o
pieces together . "

As we have noted, the various kingdoms involved in thi s
prophecy of Gentile times fell separately . But there wa s
one thing common to them all that was destroyed at the
same time, which was the dominion, or authority, that the
God of heaven had given to them . This is the backgroun d
of the now outdated church-state system of government .
The concept of what God bestowed upon Nebuchadnezzar
became terribly distorted through the centuries, and it de-
veloped into that corrupt church-state system of govern-
ment which ruled Europe until the close of "the times o f
the Gentiles" in 1914. Now it has been destroyed, and the
pieces are being ground to powder .

Thus we have not only the fact that the nation of Israe l
is no longer in bondage, but also this clear fulfilment o f
the prophecy pertaining to the destruction of the Gentil e
governments which were largely responsible for her bein g
trodden down. Can there be any doubt that we are living
at a most important time in the outworking of the plan o f
the ages? It is the time, according to Daniel 2 :44, that th e
God of heaven is setting up his kingdom.

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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The Days Shortene d

When answering his disciples concerning the signs of
his second presence, Jesus said that there would be a time
of great tribulation--a tribulation so great that unles s
those days should be shortened, no flesh would be saved .
To this he added, according to a correct translation, that
by the "elect" these days of tribulation would be short-
ened .—Matt . 24 :21, 22

It is since 1914 that we have seen a situation develo p
which indeed does threaten the destruction of "all flesh"
—the entire human family . We refer to the horrendou s
possibilities threatened by nuclear warfare, which makes
possible the killing of millions in a matter of minutes . This
is a clear fulfilment of Jesus' prophecy concerning the en d

of the age. What conclusions are we to reach from thes e
various developments, especially those since 1914? Nothin g
in the prophecies themselves gives us any inkling as to th e
final time for their complete fulfilment . In this respect it
is still true that our Heavenly Father is keeping "the time s

and the seasons" in his own power .

However, we can reach a certain conclusion . It is the
conclusion reached by Jesus, and included in the proph-
ecies . In Jesus' day the fig tree was a symbol of the Jewis h

nation, and he gave a parable concerning it—"Behold th e
fig tree, and all the trees ; when they now shoot forth, ye
see and know of your own selves that summer is now nig h
at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come t o
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand ."
—Luke 21 :29-31

What a blessed assurance! Since God first began to mak e
promises concerning the coming of a Messiah and the es-
tablishment of a righteous kingdom of blessing throughou t
the earth, each generation of his people looked for, hoped

for, and prayed for the coming of that kingdom. Not all
of them have known of the extent of the blessings of peace ,
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health, joy, and life it would bring to the people, but they
have all sensed that it would mean a brighter and happie r
time for them and for all .

So the question has been repeated, "How long, 0 Lord ,
how long"; and again, "Wilt thou at this time?" etc . And
now Jesus has given us the answer . "When ye see thes e
things," and we are seeing them . In the half century sinc e
the end of "the times of the Gentiles" we have witnesse d
rapid progress in the major developments which Jesu s
foretold . We have seen the vassal-like bondage lifted from
Israel ; we have seen the development of that terrible po-
tential of destruction which threatens the destruction of
"all flesh." There is no mistaking the meaning of thes e
developments . They are the very ones described by Jesus ,
and they have come at the very time that the prophecie s
foretold they would come .

So again, let us have Jesus give us the conclusion as to
the meaning of these events : "When ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh a t
hand." There will now be no more centuries of waiting .
The kingdom is nigh at hand! Just how near we do no t
know, but that we are in the end of the age there can be
no doubt ; and this means, as Jesus so clearly stated, tha t
the kingdom is surely near, and what an incentive to faith -
fulness this should be .

With the full establishment and functioning of tha t
kingdom will come the end of war, of revolutions, of crime ,
of riots, of starvation, of vice, of illness, of pain, and o f
death. There will come also the end of satanic deception ,
for then the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as
the waters cover the sea . Satan, the one who has deceived ,
and continues to deceive all nations, will then be bound ,
and the Lord will turn to the people a pure message an d
they will all serve him with one consent . What a blesse d
prospect! And how we should rejoice in Jesus' assuranc e
that it is "nigh at hand . "
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR MAY 4

preaeruation at the $ible

MEMORY VERSE: "Heaven and earth shall pass away : but My
words shall not pass away."—Mark 13:3 1

JEREMIAH 36 :27,28,3 2
JOHN 21 :24,25 ; II PETER 3 :15.1 8

THE Bible is formed of many
books, written by many men,
over a period of many hundreds
of years. Much of the Bible ,
particularly the Old Testament,
is historical in nature. Another
large portion is devotional i n
character ; that is, it sets fort h
the various ramifications of
what it means to be wholly de-
voted to God and to the doin g
of his will . In this category are
also the many promises of Go d
to guide and strengthen hi s
people in their every time of
need.

The Bible also contains many
prophecies . Many of the Old
Testament prophecies deal with
the experiences of the nation of
Israel and their surroundin g
neighbors . Many of these proph-
ecies are short-range in nature,
and their fulfilment occurred in
some instances during the gen-
eration to which they were ad-
dressed .
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And then there are long-range
prophecies in both the Old an d
New Testaments concerning the
outworking of God's great plan
of the ages. "The times of resti-
tution," for example, the perio d
(luring which the human race
will be restored to perfection
of life on the earth, and given
an opportunity to live foreve r
in the restored paradise, wa s
foretold by all God's holy proph-
ets since the world began .—
Acts 3 :19-2 1

The doctrines, or teachings ,
which reveal God's divine plan
of the ages are also contained
in the Bible . These show God's
purpose in the creation of man ;
the penalty for sin; why Jesus '
death as man's Redeemer was
necessary ; the "heavenly call-
ing" of the followers of Jesus ;
the first and second advents of
Jesus and their purpose, and
man's recovery from sin an d
death during the thousand-yea r
reign of Christ, to name a few .
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Throughout the ages God ha s
preserved his written Word . Its
enemies have endeavored to dis-
credit and to destroy it, but the
Bible lives on . Jeremiah (36 :27 ,
28, 32) tells us of an effort in
his day to destroy a portion o f
God's Word which he had bee n
commissioned to write . By in-
structions of the Lord, Jeremiah
had written a roll of threaten-
ing prophecies . The King of
Israel was displeased and had
the roll destroyed, thinking, ap-
parently, that the calamities
which it foretold could b e
averted simply by destroying
the prophecies.

But the Lord commande d
Jeremiah to write anothe r
scroll, which he did. It containe d
all that the original roll did,
"and there were added beside s
unto them many like words ."
Thus this very early attempt to
destroy a portion of the Wor d
of God was thwarted ; as have
been the efforts of all the
enemies of the Word of God
throughout the ages .

John 21:25 (a part of the as-
signment for this lesson) i s
spurious, not being found in the
oldest Greek manuscript .

The Apostle Peter reminds us
(II Pet. 3:15-18) that in Paul's
writings there are some things
hard to be understood . The un-
learned and unstable, he ex -
plains, wrest these Scriptures
and therefore destroy their real
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meaning . He admonishes us t o
"beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own sted-
fastness. "

Our memory verse is an in-
teresting one . It is an assuranc e
that the Lord's words will neve r
pass away—"Heaven and earth
shall pass away," Jesus said,
but not his words . The testi-
mony of the prophecies is that
the word "heaven" when used
as here, denotes the religiou s
aspects of a social order, and
the word "earth, " the civil .
Jesus said further of this da y
that then "the sun shall he
darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the star s
of heaven shall fall, and the
powers that are in heaven shall
be shaken" (Mark 13 :24, 25) Th e
powers of heaven; that is, of
spiritual control over the
people, are even now passing
away; thus the prophecy of
Jesus stands true .

QUESTION S

What is the general format
of the Bible ?

How did the Lord preserve a
part of his Word in Jeremiah's
day ?

Is John 21 :25 true ?

What does Peter say about
the writings of Paul?

Will the literal heavens and
earth ever pass away?

15



LESSON FOR MAY 1 1

The 'Bible in the tanguag of the people

MEMORY VERSE : "Cretes and Arabians, we do hear the m

speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God ."—Acts 2 :1 1

ACTS 2 :1-1 2
THE Holy Spirit was poured out
upon the waiting disciples at
Pentecost in fulfilment of Jesus'
promise . The Holy Spirit is th e
holy power of God, and to tha t
power there is no limit . In the
opening chapter of the Bible i t
is shown to be a creative power .
It is this power that raise d
Jesus Christ from the dead and
exalted him in due course t o
the right hand of the throne of
God. It is this power, imple-
menting divine wisdom in de-
signing the human organism,
that created the organs of
speech; and there was no prob-
lem for the Lord to exercise
that holy power to enable thos e
first disciples to speak i n
tongues which ordinarily wer e
not familiar to them .

There is a wise purpose in
everything that God does . At
the time of Pentecost, Jews
were gathered at Jerusale m
from essentially all parts of the
then known world . Having bee n
away from Palestine, some o f
them for generations, they no
longer spoke the language o f
their homeland. However, it
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was in the plan of God tha t
these should receive a witnes s
concerning Jesus—his ministry ,
his suffering, his death, and hi s
resurrection. The only ones
then qualified to give this wit-
ness were his disciples, yet
these were limited in speech to
their own native tongue.

But God's arm was not short-
ened by this limitation . His holy
power operated and enabled his
witnesses to speak in othe r
tongues. Sixteen different na-
tionalities are mentioned as be-
ing present, and all of thes e
heard about Jesus and the won-
derful works of God, each in
his own tongue . We are not t o
suppose that all those who
spoke with tongues on that da y
gave witness in all sixteen or
more languages. Possibly a
single disciple was given the
ability to speak in only one o r
two tongues in addition to hi s
own. The point is that all hear d
the message in their own tongue
—a wonderful miracle .

Thus we see that the original
speaking in tongues had a real
purpose, for a wide witness for
the truth concerning Jesus was
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given in this way, and in a very
short period of time . As the
Gospel spread as a result o f
this first witness there woul d
he, in time, believers in the
various areas mentioned, an d
they could give the witness to
their friends and neighbor s
without the necessity of miracu-
lously speaking in other tongues .

The New Testament record
indicates that the "gift" o f
speaking with tongues gradual-
ly disappeared . Even in Paul's
day there were those who ha d
lost sight of its real purpose .
Paul wrote, "Except ye utter by
the tongue words easy to be
understood, how shall it be
known what is spoken?" An d
again, "If I know not the mean-
ing of the voice, I shall be unt o
him that speaketh a barbarian,
and he that speaketh shall be a
barbarian unto me . . . . Where -
fore let him that speaketh in a n
unknown tongue pray that h e
may interpret "—I Cor . 14 :9-1 3

Paul explained further that h e
had the ability to speak wit h
tongues, but to this he added ,
"Yet in the church I had rathe r
speak five words with my un-
derstanding, that by my voice I
might teach others also, tha n
ten thousand words in an un-
known tongue."—I Cor. 14 :18,19

It is clear from Paul's instruc-
tions that speaking in an un-
known tongue was an exercise
in futility unless there were
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those present who, through an
interpreter, were thereby in-
structed in the things of God.
It was for this reason that Paul,
discerning the Lord's provi-
dences in the matter, declared
that "tongues" would pass away.
—I Cor. 13 : 8

The modern frenzy of speak-
ing in tongues—"glossolalia "—is
something quite different from
what was practiced in the Early
Church, and especially that
which occurred at Pentecost .
Now, those who speak in tongue s
use a gibberish which is not
even understood by themselves,
much less by others . And to the
best of our knowledge no inter-
preters are used today to give
the hearers an understanding
of what is purported to be said .
It is the result of a high state
of frenzy and emotionalis m
which borders on insanity dur-
ing the time it is in process. It
has no relation to that miracu-
lous "gift" with which the Lord
blessed some in the Early
Church in order quickly to give
a wide witness for the truth .

QUESTION S

What is the Holy Spirit?

Explain the purpose of the
"tongues" employed at Pente-
cost .

What was Paul's view of
speaking with tongues?

Is "glossolalia" taught in the
Bible?

17



LESSON FOR MAY 1 8

.eps to Understanding the )3ible

MEMORY VERSE : "You search the scriptures, because yo u

think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that
bear witness to me ; yet you refuse to come to me that you may

have life ."—John 5 :39, Revised Standard Version

JOHN 16 :12 .1 5

JESUS' promise to send the
Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of
truth, was fulfilled at Pente-
cost. The Apostle Peter, in his
Pentecostal sermon, makes this
statement concerning Jesus an d
the Holy Spirit ; "Being by th e
right hand of God exalted, and
having received of the Fathe r
the promise of the Holy Spirit ,
he bath shed forth this, which
ye now see and hear."—Acts 2 :33

The special point to notic e
here is that Peter speaks of the
Itoly Spirit's being "shed forth."
This language cannot be applie d
to a personality, for a person i s
not shed forth. The Holy Suiri t
is the holy power of God, an d
the King James translation of
John 16:1245 is therefore in en
tor by its use of personal pro-
iohn s̀ with respect to this holy
influence which came upon th e
waiting church at Pentecost ,
and which has served eve r
since as a Comforter to the dis-
ciples of Jesus.

fib

Jesus promised that the Holy
Spirit would guide his followers
into "all truth." So far as th e
apostles were concerned th e
Holy Spirit was a miraculous
power of revelation, recallin g
for them the many things which
Jesus had said to them, and en-
abling them to comprehend
their meaning, and the meanin g
also of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures . Thereafter, through the
ministry of these inspired serv-
ants, all the faithful follower s
of the Master have been direct -
ed in the ways of truth in pro -
portion to the degree of thei r
dedication to the knowing and
doing of the divine will . God's
Spirit has also guided his people
through his providences . How -
ever, only the apostles were
given miraculous revelations of
truth .

ACTS 17:101 2

Another "key" to the under -
standing of the Bible is an earn-
est searching of its pages; with
a sincere desire to know it s
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meaning. Those at Berea are re-
ferred to as "more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with al l
readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whethe r
those things were so . "

We are to prove all things ,
and to hold fast to that which
is good . This does not mean that
first of all we are to decide that
what we believe, or what we
have been taught, must be the
truth, and then set about to
prove it by the Bible . This is
not a true searching of the
Bible .

Had the Jewish brethren a t
Berea searched the Scriptures
in this manner they would hav e
rejected Paul's message, for
they had been taught that Jesus
was not the Messiah, but an im-
postor . Rather, they listened t o
Paul with all readiness of mind,
and found through a sincer e
and open-minded study of the
Bible, that his message to them
was indeed the truth; that
Jesus was indeed the Messiah
of promise .

JAMES 1 :22 .2 5
James stresses the importanc e

of being "doers of the Word ,
and not hearers only." A clea r
understanding of the plan of
God for us and for all mankind
is -obtainable only by those wh o
study the Bible with a desire
to be guided by its precepts . To
have this proper motive fo r
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Bible study is truly one of the
important keys to a proper un-
derstanding of the sacred Word .

Paul, as well as James, use s
a mirror as an illustration, an d
Paul explains that we should be -
hold in the "mirror"—which is
God's Word—the glory of the
Lord. If we are doers of th e
Word, this vision of divine glory
will transform us "from glor y
to glory" through the power o f
the Spirit of truth .

Our memory verse remind s
us of the central personality o f
the Bible ; namely, Jesus Christ .
It is through him and him alone
that anyone can obtain eterna l
life. The scribes and Pharisee s
sought eternal life through thei r
searching of the Scriptures, but
they refused to accept the One
whom God had sent to redeem
them from death. The faithful
followers of Jesus during th e
present age receive life by faith ,
and are raised to glory, honor ,
and immortality in the resurrec-
tion. Mankind in general will b e
restored to perfect human lif e
during the millennial kigdom o f
Christ.

QUESTION S
What is the Holy Spirit, and

when did it begin to guide
Christians?

Are there any authoritative
teachings concerning God out-
side the Bible?

What is the proper motive
for Bible study?
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LESSON FOR MAY 2 5

backgrounds of the )Sibl e
MEMORY VERSE : "It is a light thing that thou shouldest b e
My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore th e
preserved of Israel : I will also give thee for a light to lighten
the Gentiles, that thou mayest be My salvation unto the en d
of the earth."—Isaiah 49 :6

JOHN 4:3-10,19-2 6

ANCIENT Palestine, the Prom-
ised Land, is the geographical
background of the Bible, while
the writers of its various books ,
under the direction of the Holy
Spirit, were descendants of
Abraham, with the possible ex-
ception of Job, who by some
scholars is thought to have
been a Gentile . God's promise s
to Abraham, enlarged on by
the prophets, by Jesus, and the
apostles, constitute the doctrina l
themes of the Bible .

Within Palestine in Jesus'
day was a group of people
known as Samaritans. The en-
tire northern part of the coun-
try which was governed by th e
ten-tribe kingdom of Israel be -
came known as Samaria . When
the ten-tribe kingdom was de-
stroyed, and the Israelites wer e
taken captive to Assyria, "th e
king of Assyria brought men
from Babylon, and from Cuthah ,
and from Hamath, and fro m
Sepharvaiin, and placed them
in the cities of Samaria instea d
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of the children of Israel ."—
II Kings 17 :2 4

The Samaritans of Jesus' day
were descendants of these
mixed peoples, including som e
who were the result of the in-
termingling of unfaithful Jew s
with them . In Nehemiah's tim e
a temple had been built for th e
Samaritans on Mount Gerizim .
But this temple had been de-
stroyed before Jesus' day, ye t
the Samaritans of that time re-
vered it, claiming that it had
been far superior to the Jewish
temple in Jerusalem. For this
and other reasons the Jews and
Samaritans held much animosi-
ty toward one another, whic h
explains why the woman o f
Samaria expressed surprise tha t
Jesus should ask her for a drin k
of water .

Jesus took the occasion to
witness to the woman concern-
ing his messiahship, and of his
ability to provide living water,
concerning which he said, "Who-
soever drinketh of the wate r
that I shall give him shall nev -
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er thirst ; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him,a
well of water springing up int o
everlasting life ."—John 4:13,1 4

Jesus revealed to the woman
that he knew about her family
affairs—that she had had five
husbands, and was now living
with a man who was not her
husband. To this she replied, "I
perceive that thou art a proph-
et ." (vs . 19) Since she realize d
that she was conversing with a
prophet the woman raised a
question which doubtless had
been a subject of controversy
between Jews and Samaritan s
for a long time .

She said, "Our fathers wor-
shipped in this mountai n
[Gerizml ; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship ." To thi s
Jesus replied, "Woman, believe
me, the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain,
nor yet at Jerusalem, worshi p
the Father." He explained fur-
ther that the Father desired the
people to worship him in spirit
and in truth, and that the place
of worship was not important .

Jerusalem was the capital of
the Promised Land, and the
kings of Judah ruled from
Mount Zion in Jerusalem . The
Jewish temple was in Jerusa-
lem. Thus Jerusalem was the
center of their religious wor-
ship and of their government .
In God's arrangements this wa s
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intended as an illustration of
the kingdom of the Messiah i n
its total rulership over man -
kind, which is described i n
Revelation 21 as a "new Jerusa-
lem" which comes down fro m
heaven. This new Jerusalem
will be invisible to human eyes ,
but it will be all-powerful, and
those who obey its laws will
live forever.—Rev. 21 :1-4

The great servant referred to
in our memory verse is Jesus ,
the Messiah. He is the One wh o
gives light to Israel and also to
the Gentiles. (Isa . 60 :1,3 ; Luke
2 :32 ; John 1:9) It is throug h
Jesus, the true Light of th e
world, that salvation will yet b e
made available to all the fami-
lies of the earth .—Gen. 12 : 3

During the present Gospe l
Age a special salvation, involv-
ing exaltation to glory and hon-
or and immortality, is offere d
upon the basis of faith to all
the truly consecrated followers
of Jesus . (Heb. 3:1) These will
be associated with Jesus in th e
future work of blessing all the
families of the earth. The pres-
ent is their day of salvation,
but the world's day of salvation
is future.

QUESTION S
What is the geographical back-

ground of the Bible?
What is its cultural back-

ground ?
Who were the Samaritans ?
Who is the Light of the world?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Cost -of the Trut h

THE wise man, Solomon, wrote: "Buy the truth, and sell
it not." {Prov. 23 :23) This language implies that the trut h
is of great value, and that if we desire to possess it we
must be willing to pay whatever it costs. It also indicate s
the possibility of losing possession of the truth after we
have purchased it ; that it is possible to sell the truth . What
is this truth which we are admonished to buy, and not sell?
I-Iow do we buy it, and how can we sell it ?

The "truth" referred to is God's truth . When Jesus tol d
Pilate that he had come into the world to be a king and to
bear witness to the truth, Pilate asked, "What is truth? "
Jesus had answered this question the night before when ,
praying on behalf of his disciples, he said: "Sancitify them
through thy truth : thy word is truth ." (John 17:17) God' s
"Word" in Jesus' day consisted of the Old Testament
Scriptures . Later, this Word of truth was completed by
Jesus' own teachings and example, and by the writings
and sermons of the apostles; and finally by John's accoun t
of the wonderful vision which the Lord gave to him on th e
Isle of Patmos, which we know as the Book of Revelation .

There is much in the Bible that is historical, much tha t
is prophetic, and a great deal of what we may properl y
speak of as devotional truths, consisting of God's preciou s
promises to guide his faithful people and to give the m
strength to do his will in their every time of need . The
Bible's teachings on the subject of prayer also come within
the category of devotional truth .
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Much of the prophetic truth of the Bible, particularly in

the Old Testament, is of the short-range variety, pertainin g
largely to the experiences of the nation of Israel . Many of

these prophecies were fulfilled within the lifetime of a
given generation, and their fulfilment recorded ; thus they
became a pa` of the Bible's history. On the other hand,
there are many prophecies of the Bible whose fulfilment
would occur hundreds and sometimes thousands of year s

in the future. These are of the greatest importance to u s

because they relate to the working out of the great divine
plan of the ages .

Then there are the doctrinal truths of the Bible . These
are the truths which outline God's great theme song of
redemption and restoration for the human race . The
psalmist wrote, "Blessed is the people that know the joyfu l
sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of thy counte-
nance." (Ps. 89:15) This "joyful sound" is the great mes-
sianic theme of the Bible which can be traced from Genesis

to Revelation . The individual doctrines which make up this

theme, together with the devotional aspects of the Bible,
are the great fundamentals of those truths by which we

are sanctified, and for which we are dedicated to la y

down our lives.

They begin with the creation of our first parents in the
Garden of Eden—human, and in the image of God. (Gen.

1 :27) In God's command to multiply and fill the earth we
see his design for his human creatures ; namely, that the

earth was to be their home, and they were to dwell her e

forever . Later the Lord confirmed this when through the
Prophet Isaiah he said that he had established the earth ;
that he had not created it in vain, but formed it to be

inhabited .—Isa . 45:18

Disobedience and Death

Man's continuing to live depended upon his obedience.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE
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We know the story of disobedience . Eve was deceived into

partaking of the forbidden fruit ; but Adam wilfully trans-
gressed the divine command, and brought upon himself

the penalty of death which was passed on by heredity t o

all his progeny. (I Cor. 15 :21; Rom. 5:12) When passin g
.sentence upon our first parents the Lord said to "that ol d

serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan," (Rev. 20:2) that he

(Satan) would bruise the heel of the "seed" of the woman ,

and that the "seed" of the woman would bruise his head .

—Gen. 3:15

This foretold "Seed"—the messianic company of the

Scriptures—is made up of Jesus and his loyal followers .
In the statement to the "serpent" we have the first indica-
tion given us in the Scriptures of a coming deliveranc e
from sin and death for the fallen human race . Later, thi s
prospect became more comprehensive when God said t o
Abraham that through his "Seed" all families of the eart h

would be blessed. We speak of this as the Abrahamic
Covenant.—Gen. 12:3; 22:16-18

From Abraham's time onward his descendants looke d
for this coming seed of blessing. When Jesus was born th e

angel announced, "I bring you good tidings of great joy ,

which shall be to all people . For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord . "

(Luke 2:10) Later Paul explained that Jesus, and thos e
baptized into him, constitute the Seed promised to

Abraham.-Gal. 3 :16, 27-29

Meanwhile God had entered into a covenant with the

natural seed of Abraham, the Jewish nation ; a covenan t
which was based upon the Law given at the hands of Mose s

at Mt. Sinai . This Law Covenant offered life to those who
could live up to its full requirements, but none of the

fallen race was capable of doing this . (Rom. 7:10) However ,

the Law accomplished an important end in the outworkin g
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of the divine plan of salvation ; it proved that fallen man
could not gain life by his own righteousness, and showe d
that the only way to attain life was through Jesus and th e
provision made by him through his sacrificial death .

The Ranso m

The Apostle Paul wrote, "This is good and acceptable i n
the sight of God our Savior ; who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men ,
the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all ,
to be testified in due time." (I Tim. 2:3-6) The Greek word
here translated "ransom" means "a price to correspond."
So the perfect man Jesus gave his humanity as a corre-
sponding price for the perfect man Adam who had sinne d
and forfeited his life . This "ransom" feature of the divine
plan is thus seen to be the very hub of the entire divine
arrangement to rescue mankind from sin and death .

Many of the prophecies pertaining to the coming of th e
Messiah foretold his sacrifice for the sins of the world .
(Isa . 53) It was foreshadowed by the sacrifice of the bullock
on Israel's day of atonement . The resurrected Jesus, testi-
fying to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, bega n
with Moses, and he pointed out to them from all the proph-
ets that the Christ must suffer and die before enterin g
into his glory . —Luke 24 :25-27

The Resurrection of Jesu s

Another fundamental feature of the divine plan is the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . Paul, writing
concerning Jesus, says that he "was delivered [to death]
for our offences, and was raised again for our justifica-
tion." (Rom. 4:25) To the Athenians on Mars' hill, Paul
explains that God hadgiven assurance unto all men by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead .—Acts 17 :31
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It is important also to realize that Jesus was not restore d
to life as a human, but as a glorious divine being . He gave
his flesh for the life of the world . (John 6 :51) The Scrip-
tures clearly teach that while Jesus was put to death i n
the flesh he was made alive in the Spirit, in the exac t
image of the invisible God .—Col. 1:15 ; II Cor. 5:16 ;
I Pet. 3 :18

Jesus was present with his disciples for forty days be-
tween the time of his resurrection and his ascension ; but
for only a very small portion of this time were the disciple s
able to see him. The last of these miraculous appearances
was on the Mount of Olives. It was then that he renewe d
his commission to them to go into all the world and preac h
the Gospel, and promised that they would shortly receiv e
the Holy Spirit to give them guidance and strength for
this great undertaking.

Not to Convert the Worl d

The preaching of the Gospel throughout the world during
the Christian era has not been for the purpose of convert-
ing the world . At a conference of the apostles in Jerusalem ,
Peter explained that it was to take out a people for th e
Lord's name. While the Jewish nation generally rejecte d
Jesus as their Messiah, some did receive him and becam e
his followers . These became "sons of God," members o f
the Lord's family. But there were too few of these to make
up the number called for in the divine plan so the messag e
went to the Gentiles.—John .1:11,12; Acts 15:14

This company, in all a "little flock," are called to walk
in the footsteps of Jesus—to suffer and to die with him,
with the promise that if faithful in this they will live and
reign with him. (Luke 12:32; II Tim. 2:11, 12 ; Rev. 20:6)
Paul speaks of them as running for "the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus," and as being "partakers
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of theheavenly calling ." (Phil . 3:14; Heb. 3 :1) Jesus prom-
ised that these would be with him, and John adds that the y
will be like him and see him as he is.—John 14 :3 :
I John3:1-3

Christ Return s

This work of gathering out from Jews and Gentiles "a
little flock" to live and reign with Christ was to take an
entire age in the plan of God—the Gospel Age. At the end
of the age there was to be a harvest, when the "wheat "
would be separated from the "tares ." This work was to be
supervised by the returned Lord, who was to be invisibly
present as the Chief Reaper from the beginning of the
harvest .—Matt . 13:24-30, 3643

Jesus was not to return as a human . As we have seen ,
he gave his human life to redeem the world from death ,
and in the resurrection was highly exalted to the divine
nature. It is as a divine being that he returned, first to
supervise the work of harvest in this end of the age, and
to establish the long-promised messianic kingdom . While
this is not the time and place to set forth the clear scrip-
tural proof of these points, we believe that we are now
living in the time of harvest, and that our Lord is presen t
as the Chief Reaper in conducting this work .

One feature of the harvest work is the destruction of
the tares—not as people, but as counterfeit Christians . To-
gether, throughout much of the Gospel Age, these hav e
claimed to be the kingdom of Christ, associating themselves
with civil governments to obtain authority and power . This
arrangement has been known as the union of church and
state. Already this system is almost completely destroyed ,
and throughout the European world millions of its former
adherents have become unbelievers—not even claiming t o
be Christians .
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When the harvest work is complete, Jesus explained,
those represented by the "wheat" will "shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father ." (Matt . 13 :43) This
calls for their participation in the "first resurrection," an d
all those who are found worthy will "live and reign with
him [Christ] a thousand years ."—Rev. 20 : 6

The Kingdom Work

Then will quickly follow the outpouring of the foretold
blessings of health and life to all the families of the eart h
as promised to Abraham. Peter spoke of the period in the
divine plan when this will be accomplished as "times o f
restitution of all things," and declared that it had been
spoken by God through his holy prophets from the begin-
ning of the world. What a glorious climax to the divin e
plan this will be, for it will mean the end of sickness and
of death, and all the other evils which have afflicted man -
kind since the fall in Eden to the present time!—I Cor .
15 :25, 26 ; Rev. 21 :4

The "times of restitution" will be a period of enlighten-
ment, so that the people will no longer be ignorant of Go d
and of his laws as they are today. Because they will be
enlightened they will be expected to obey, and the penalty
for disobedience then will be the same as it was for Ada m
and his race ; namely, death . Peter declared that those who
do not obey will be "destroyed from among the people . "
(Acts 3:23) Today the whole world—the righteous and th e
unrighteous, the believers and the unbelievers, are dying .
But in the times of restitution only those who refuse to
believe and who disobey the laws of the kingdom will die .
This is described in the Bible as "the second death . "
—Rev. 20 :14,15

When our first parents transgressed divine law, they not
only lost life, but they became estranged from God . During
the thousand years of Christ's reign the whole world o f
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mankind will be reconciled to God. This is described i n
Jeremiah 31:31-34 as entering into a covenant with God ,
the foretold "New Covenant ." In that covenant of recon-
ciliation the people will have the law of God written i n
their hearts . They will be restored to the full divine image
possessed by Adam before he sinned. Surely this is a
glorious prospect for the sin-cursed and dying race !

How to "Buy" the Trut h

We have presented but a brief outline of the main
features of the "joyful sound" of the Gospel of Christ, th e
truth of the divine plan, every point of which can b e
clearly established by a "thus saith the Lord." How can we
"buy" this precious treasure of knowledge which is store d
up so abundantly in the Word of God ?

We buy the truth by making it our own. It is like a
jewel we may see on display. We admire the jewel, but
realize that in order to own it there is a price to pay .
Using this as an illustration, we might think of the Bibl e
as a display case in which, through reading, we see and
admire the many and varied facets of the truth. Many
"see" the truth in this way, and up to a point admire it ,
but do not truly make it their own .

The truth reveals the glorious character of God, and if
it is received into good and honest hearts it has a drawin g
power, causing us to love and want to serve God . If we
receive our first knowledge of the truth in the proper
spirit we will be led to make a full consecration of our-
selves to do our Heavenly Father's will. The full dedicatio n
of ourselves to God and to his cause is the basic pric e
of the truth .

As we have seen, the very center of the divine plan fo r
the salvation of the world is Jesus and his work of redemp-
tion . Paul outlined what the result of the knowledge of
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Jesus and his place in God's plan should be to those wh o
see it displayed through the Word. We quote: "For the
love of Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, that
if one died for all, . . . that they which live should no t
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which die d
for them, and rose again."-II Cor. 5:14, 1 5

Not Momentary

The giving of ourselves to the Lord is not a momentary
act . It began, of course, with a definite surrender of our -
selves to the Lord to do his will, but this original presenta-
tion, this agreement or covenant, would be of little valu e
should we fail to follow through by obediently laying dow n
our lives in divine service day by day, year by year, until
we have been faithful even unto death. This is the cost of
the truth, if we are to really make it our own, and have it s
mighty power continue to transform our lives to make us
suitable to participate in the first resurrection to live and
reign with Christ .

Not only is the glorious plan of the ages itself revealed
throughout the Bible, but the will of God for his dedicated
people is also to be found there ; and one of the great tests
of the sincerity of our consecration is maintaining ou r
loyalty to the Lord's instructions . All of the Lord's people
are imperfect according to the flesh. One evidence of this
is in the fact that we often find ourselves preferring some
aspects of the divine will above others ; or perhaps by giv-
ing undue emphasis to one or two doctrines of the truth
while ignoring others .

For example, the Lord wants his people to look to him
in prayer for guidance and comfort . This is a part of th e
Lord's will for all his people . But this does not mean that
we should permit prayer to occupy so much of our tim e
that we ignore other aspects of the divine plan . The Lord
wants us to love one another, and Paul wrote an entire
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chapter on love. (I Cor. 13) But this does not mean that
love should displace other fruits of the spirit and Christian
activity . Jesus, quoting Moses, said, "Man shall not live b y
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God ."—Matt . 4 : 4

Without Reproac h

Basically, the Christian life is one of service ; the "minis -
try of reconciliation ." (II Cor . 5:18) However, if our service
is to be acceptable, it is essential that we be guided by th e
Word of God with respect to the message we give out to
the people, and also adhere to the standards of righteous-
ness which the Lord has set up for us—"giving no offenc e
in anything, that the ministry be not blamed : but in all
things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses ,
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, i n
watchings, in fastings ; by pureness, by knowledge, by long-
suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love un-
feigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by
the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on th e
left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report :
as deceivers, and yet true ; as unknown, and yet well
known ; as dying, and, behold, we live ; as chastened, an d
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, ye t
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
all things."—II Cor. 6 :3-1 0

In this quotation from the Apostle Paul we have a com-
prehensive summary of the Christian's life of devotion t o
God, and what it means to be faithful to the terms of ou r
covenant with the Lord. This is the background of an ap-
proved ministry of the truth . It demands love, and
patience, and purity, and a proper use of the Word of God .
It calls for the emptying of self, that we may be filled wit h

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

the Holy Spirit . It calls for sacrifice of self, that by this
means we may make others rich in the things of God. It
calls for putting on the whole armor of God, that as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ we may resist the onslaughts o f
Satan, who goes about as a roaring lion, "seeking who m
he may devour . "

And all of this is essential to our retaining the truth and
its spirit as the inspirational power in our life of sacrifice .
Thus, while recognizing the marvelous beauty of the truth ,
it is costly to "buy" and difficult to retain throughout all
the days of our earthly pilgrimage. It might well cost us
the scorn of our friends, and persecution by those wh o
prefer darkness to light .

When the psalmist spoke of the blessedness of those wh o
"know the joyful sound" of truth, he said that such walk
in the light of the Lord's countenance. (Ps. 89:15) Thi s
makes the truth worth all and more than it costs, because
those found worthy to possess it have the assurance of
God's favor . And how wonderful that is, for, as Paul wrote ,
"If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Rom . 8 :31) It
indicates as Paul also wrote, that since we love God and
are called according to his purpose, all things are workin g
together for our good as new creatures in Christ Jesus .

"Sell It Not"

Solomon admonished us not only to buy the truth, bu t
to hold on to it—"sell it not ." How could we sell the truth ?
In a word, this could be done by failure to live up to our
vows of consecration. Paul wrote, "We ought to give th e
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, les t
at any time we should let them slip." (Heb . 2:1) And again ,
"Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to com e
short of it ."—Heb. 4 : 1
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Every precious promise of God to his people has condi-
tions attached to it . Meeting these conditions faithfully an d
joyfully is part of the price of truth . We can sell the truth
by failure to meet the conditions surrounding the promises
of God. The "things which we have heard," mentioned b y
Paul, are the great truths of the Word of God . Taking hee d
to these things implies loyalty of the Word of God as the
supreme authority in our lives .

We could "sell" the truth by giving heed to other voices
than that of the Good Shepherd, whose voice of truth ha s
reached us through the Bible . If we give heed to tradition
rather than the Word of God, we are selling the truth . A
simple example of this is what the Bible says concerning
the penalty of sin. The Bible declares it to be death, bu t

tradition says it is eternal torture . But this is merely an

example . There are many traditions which run counter t o
the Word of God, and our loyalty to the Word as agains t
the traditions and opinions of men is part of the price of

truth . We could also sell the truth by letting it be crowded

out or exchanged for the things of the world .

The Bible makes it clear that the Lord has provided
human teachers to help us understand more clearly his

inspired Word. We should appreciate these, and profit

from the help we receive from them. But with many, per-

haps nearly all of the Lord's people, there is a tendenc y
at times to lean too heavily upon the helpers, to the neg-
lect of the Word of God . The value of the helpers pro-
vided by the Lord is measured by their faithfulness in
serving merely as an index finger to point to the Word
of God .

Even the inspired Apostle Paul, one of the outstandin g
teachers in the church, complimented the Bereans of old ,
saying that they were more noble than those of Thessa -

lonica in that they searched the Scriptures daily to prove

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

35



whether or not the things he taught them were true . (Acts
17 :11) If one who was an inspired servant of the Lord
rejoiced to note the desire of his pupils to prove all things
by the Word of God, should it not be so with us? Surel y
any lessening of this determination would indicate a de-
gree of unfaithfulness which could, if not corrected, lead
to a selling of the truth .

And in this connection, how greatly we appreciate th e
ministry of "that faithful and wise servant" who serve d
the Lord and us so faithfully in bringing forth from the
Bible, storehouse of truth, the precious doctrines of the
divine plan. Time and time again he admonished the
brethren not to accept anything just because he said so ,
but rather to insist on a "thus saith the Lord" for ever y
item of their faith. Undoubtedly this is one reason he wa s
characterized as faithful and wise.

Are we maintaining our "first love" for the truth— that
glorious truth of the divine plan, that simple Gospel of
Christ which is the power of God unto salvation? (Rom .
1:16) Does the Gospel of the grace of God continue to in -
spire us to lay down our lives in its proclamation, and i n
building up our brethren in this most holy faith? Do we
accept the opportunities of sacrifice in the Lord's cause
with the same degree of enthusiasm as when we first dedi-
cated ourselves to the doing of the Lord's will? If so, w e
are demonstrating that we are willing that the truth should
continue to cost us our all .

If we maintain this attitude, it means that we are not in
danger of selling the truth but are determined to be faith-
ful to it, and to all its precepts, even unto death . Such
faithfulness will, in God's due time, lead to glory, an d
honor, and immortality, which Paul wrote could be attaine d
through patient continuance in well-doing . And if our zeal
for the Lord, for the truth, and for the brethren be main -
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tained, even unto death, we have the assurance that we
shall receive the crown of life .

But let no one suppose this means that we can buy ou r

way to glory. No, it all depends upon the grace of Go d

through Christ . All we can do by our own faithful en-
deavor is to demonstrate our appreciation of divine love
in permitting us to see and serve the truth . We recognize
that the truth reveals the will of God for us, and if we are

faithful in doing his will, even unto death, we will indee d

receive the crown of life .

Letter from a Prisoner

THE prisoner referred to in our caption is none other tha n
the great Apostle Paul. In the salutation of his letter t o

Philemon, Paul refers to himself "as a prisoner of Jesu s

Christ." Two meanings could be attached to this expres-
sion : one, that he was in the prison in Rome because o f
his fidelity to Jesus Christ and to the Gospel of Christ ; or,
that he was looking beyond the fact that he was being
held prisoner by the Roman government, and was so fully
of the belief that nothing could happen to him except by
the permission of divine providence, that he considere d
himself Christ's prisoner, not a Roman prisoner .

A long time ago an ardent servant of Jesus Christ, re-
ferring to the expression, "under the circumstances, "
asked why it is not possible for a Christian to live abov e
his circumstances, rather than always "under" them . This
seems to be what Paul was doing in his prison experiences
in Rome. He was living above the immediate circumstance s
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which took him to that prison, and was glad that by faith
he could be a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

In addition to Philemon, the letter is addressed to
"Apphia, and Archippus our fellow soldier, and to th e
church in thy house." The main topic of the letter is
Onesimus, a former slave of Philemon who had escape d
from his master and had gone to Rome to avoid apprehen-
sion. In the letter Paul asks Philemon to forgive Onesimu s
and to receive him back as a brother in Christ .

Philemon lived in Colosse at the time Paul wrote to him .
Smith's Bible Dictionary says of him: "Philemon was a man
of property and influence, since he is represented as th e
head of a numerous household, and as exercising an ex-
pensive liberality towards his friends, and the poor i n
general. He was indebted to the Apostle Paul as the me-
dium of his personal participation in the Gospel . It is not
certain under what circumstances they became known to
each other. It is evident that, on becoming a disciple, he
gave no common proof of the sincerity and power of his
faith. His character, as shadowed forth in the epistle t o
him, is one of the noblest which the sacred record make s
known to us."

Paul's letter does not indicate the circumstances whic h
led Onesimus to him in the Roman prison . In fleeing to
Rome, Onesimus probably hoped to be concealed in the
midst of the vast population and thus to baffle the efforts
which were so often made in such cases for retaking the
fugitive . Perhaps in moving about amidst the populace of
Rome he came into contact with a Christian who led hi m
to Paul, who apparently had the privilege of receiving
visitors .

On the other hand, it is quite likely, we think, that as a
servant in the home of Philemon, Onesimus may well have
become acquainted with Paul and, learning that he wa s
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now in prison in Rome, sought him out . Possibly he ha d
come to realize that he had acted unwisely in runnin g
away from his master, and looked upon Paul as one who
could now help him to rectify his error. These are
conjectures .

The important thing is that Onesimus did come into
contact with Paul in his Roman prison, and that Paul pre-
sented the Gospel to him and he accepted it and became a
dedicated Christian, thus a brother in Christ to Paul . But
this presented a problem for both Onesimus and Paul .
Onesimus, now a Christian, could not simply forget th e
past without acknowledging his wrongdoing and makin g
amends for it ; nor could Paul ignore the fact that h e
knowingly was fraternizing with a runaway slave, when ,
according to the legal procedures of that time, it was hi s
duty to report his whereabouts to his master .

But Paul knew at the same time that Onesimus' conver-
sion was genuine and wholehearted, and that he would co -
operate in whatever was necessary to be done . So Paul ad-
dressed this letter to Philemon, and made Onesimus re-
sponsible for delivering it . It is the most personal of al l
Paul's letters which appear in the New Testament, but i t
was not a private letter, for he addressed it not only to
Philemon, but also to the entire congregation which me t
in his home. This was a wise procedure .

In his letter Paul asked Philemon not only to take
Onesimus back without imposing any special punishment
upon him for what he had done, but also to accept him a s
a brother in Christ. This called for an extraordinary
measure of forgiveness, and probably Paul felt that by let-
ting the church know of the situation it would be an en-
couragement to Philemon to take the truly Christian actio n
in the matter . Paul had confidence that the church and
Philemon would do the right thing.
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Let us note some of the details of this remarkable letter .

Paul wrote, "For we have great joy and consolation in thy
love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by
thee." (vs. 7) Here we learn of the abundant manner i n

which Philemon had ministered to the brethren; and Paul
is building up to the point of indicating that a love thu s
manifested would surely want to go a step further an d
grant forgiveness and reconciliation to his runaway slave .

Then Paul continues: "Wherefore, though I might be
much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is con-
venient [or proper], yet for love's sake I rather beseec h
thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a

prisoner of Jesus Christ ." (vss . 8, 9) Being an apostle, Pau l
could have commanded Philemon to take Onesimus back

without punishment, but he preferred that Philemon b e
moved by love to do this and not by the constraint of an
apostolic command .

Then Paul comes directly to the point : "I beseech the e
for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds :
which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but no w
profitable to thee and to me. Whom I have sent again : thou
therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels : whom I
would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might
have ministered unto me in the bonds of the Gospel . But

without thy mind would I do nothing ; that thy benefit
should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly . "

—vss . 10-14

It would appear that Onesimus had become an efficient
servant to Paul, tending to the needs which were not at -
tended to by the prison guards . He had learned to love this
former slave, who now was a spiritual son, and would like
it very much if he could remain in Rome and continue to
fellowship with him and serve him . But Paul realized that
this would not be the right thing to do unless Philemo n
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consented to it . Onesimus had run away from his master ,
and now, as a Christian, the first thing he must do was to
return to his master. No service to Paul, or the Lord, coul d
be acceptable until this had been done . Paul realized this ,
and so did Onesimus .

Paul then endeavored to help Philemon see that some
divine purpose was being served by what had happened .
If Philemon could have faith to believe this it would help
him in manifesting the proper attitude toward his forme r
slave . Paul wrote, "For perhaps he therefore departed fo r
a season, that thou shouldest receive him forever ; not now
as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved ,
specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in th e
flesh, and in the Lord?"—vss. 15, 1 6

Philemon's household was evidently a large one, and an
ordinary slave in a situation of that kind would not be
likely to be brought into a direct confrontation with the
Gospel . Evidently Onesimus' heart condition was right ,
and in the Lord's overruling providence—although by hi s
own determination—he was freed from the surroundings
which kept him from hearing the truth, and was led t o
Paul, and when he heard the message he responded to it .
Thus, as Paul suggested, Onesimus merely "departed for a
season" that Philemon might receive him back forever a s
a brother in Christ .

Then Paul brings his own personal relationship an d
friendship to bear upon Philemon : "If thou count me
therefore a partner, receive him as myself . If he hath
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine ac -
count." (vss. 17, 18) The reference to the possibility that
Onesumus owed something to Philemon has been taken
by some commentators to mean that in addition to running
away as a slave he had stolen money from his master . But
in any case, Paul was willing to have the full reconcilia -
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tion between Philemon and Onesimus cost him something ,
and offered to pay any outstanding liabilities in order that
nothing should hinder Philemon from receiving Onesimu s
as a brother in Christ, dealing with and loving him
accordingly .

Paul stresses the fact of his willingness to make up for
any financial loss which Onesimus might have cause d
Philemon . He continues : "I Paul have written it with min e
own hand, I will repay it : albeit I do not say to thee how
thou owest unto me even thine own self besides . Yea ,
brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord ; refresh my
bowels in the Lord . Having confidence in thy obedience I
wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more tha n
I say ."—vss . 19-2 1

Here Paul gently reminds Philemon of how much h e
had done for him. It is probably a reference to the fac t
that he had introduced the Gospel to him, and had minis-
tered to his spiritual need . The apostle is not thus putting
Philemon under obligation to take Onesimus into his house-
hold as a brother in Christ, for to do this under dures s
would not exemplify a genuine spirit of forgiveness, merc y
and love. But since Paul had offered to make up for an y
material loss resulting from the running away of Onesimus ,
it was proper to consider the spiritual issues involved .
Philemon knew how much the Lord and the truth ha d
meant to him, and he would realize what a privilege it
would be to assist his former slave along the same spiritual
lines as much as he could .

Paul expressed confidence that Philemon would do as
he requested, and even more . His confidence is empha-
sized by his request that lodging be prepared for him ;
"for," he adds, "I trust that through your prayers I shall
be given unto you ." (vs . 22) Philemon could hardly antici-
pate with joy a visit from Paul in the event he failed to
receive Onesumus as a brother .
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There is no record as to what attitude Philemon too k
toward this letter from Paul . It can only be assumed that
he agreed with Paul's viewpoint and that Onesimus was
accepted into Christian fellowship in his home . Paul had
requested that Onesimus return to Rome to serve him .
Nothing is said as to whether or not this request wa s
granted . Nor do we know whether or not Paul actuall y
was released from prison .

But these unanswered questions do not detract from th e
force of the lesson in Christian forgiveness, mercy, an d
love that is brought to our attention by this remarkable
letter . It emphasizes the fact that genuine repentance an d
surrender to the Lord, through the miracle-working power
of the Gospel, is something which is very genuine and far -
reaching . May we be so surrendered to God's will that th e
"Gospel of Christ" which is "the power of God unto salva-
tion" may similarly guide and strengthen us in our rela-
tionship with the Lord, the brethren, and with our
fellow men.

Weekly Prager Meeting Text s

MAY 1—"The Son of Man cam e
not to be ministered unto bu t
to minister."—Matthew 20 :28 (Z.
'03-407 Hymn 241)
MAY 8—"And this is the prom-
ise that He hath promised us,
even eternal life ."—I John 2 :2 5
(Z . '03-175 Hymn 281 )
MAY 15—"Although the fig
tree shall not blossom, neithe r
shall fruit be in the vines ; the
labor of the olive shall fail, and
the fields shal yield no meat :
the flock shall be cut off fro m
the fold, and there shall be n o
herd in the stalls : yet I will re -

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

joice in the Lord, I will joy in
the God of my salvation ."—
Habakkuk 3 :17, 18 (Z. '03-9 4
Hymn 123 )

MAY 22—"God hath not give n
us the spirit of fear ; but of
power and of love, and of a
sound mind ."—II Timothy 1 :7
(Z . '97-170 Hymn 205 )

MAY 29—"Peace I leave wit h
you, My peace I give unto you :

. . Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be
afraid."—John 14:27 (Z. '97-30 6
Hymn 233)
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The British Section

7)2essayes

n,t. qo

"God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake i n
time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these
last days spoken unto us by

his Son."—Hebrews 1 :1, 2

THE Bible abounds with mes-
sages from God, commencin g
quite early in the history o f
the world. Acts 3:21 tells u s
that God has spoken about the
marvellous times of restitution
of all things "by the mouth o f
all his holy prophets since the
world began." It is worth re-
membering that one of God' s
early messages is referred to
as "the Gospel ." In Galatian s
3:8 Paul tells us that God
preached the Gospel unto
Abraham, saying, "In thee
shall all nations be blessed . "

To know more fully thi s
particular promise to Abra-
ham, reference should be
made to Genesis 22 :15-18 . The
main feature is shown in verse

18: "And in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth b e
blessed ." The question arises ,
Who would be the promised
"seed"? In Galatians 3 :16, 27 ,
29 we find the scriptural an-
swer to be very illuminating :
"Now to Abraham and hi s
seed were the promises made .
He saith not, And to seeds, a s
of many; but as of one, And
to thy seed, which is Christ. "
(verse 16) Primarily, Christ i s
the seed; but the apostle con-
tinues, "As many of you a s
have been baptized into Christ
[involving full consecration t o
do the divine will] have pu t
on Christ. And if ye [thus] b e
Christ's, then are ye [together
with Christ] Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the
promise . "

Other Message s

There are other messages ,
many and varied. It is inter-
esting to note that God spake ,
indeed called, various individ-
uals to obey his expressed will
for them. For example, God
called to Abraham, "Get thee
out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy
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father's house, unto a land
that I will show thee." (Gen .
12 :1 ; Heb . 11 :8) And God said
to Isaac, "Go not down into
Egypt ; dwell in the land which
I shall tell thee of." (Gen . 26 :1 ,
2) And to Jacob, God called ,
saying: "Arise and go up to
Bethel, and dwell there." (Gen .
35 :1) On one occasion Go d
said to Moses, "Come no w
therefore, and I will send the e
unto Pharaoh, that thou may-
est bring forth my people the
children of Israel out of
Egypt."—Exodus 3 :1 0

God also called a nation—
the nation of Israel—and th e
reason God did thus choose to
deal with them is given in
Deuteronomy 4 :37; 7:6-8 : "Be-
cause he loved thy father s
[those faith heros of old] ,
therefore he chose their seed
after them. The Lord thy Go d
hath chosen thee to be a
special people unto himself ,
above all people that are upon
the face of the earth . The
Lord did not set his love upon
you, nor choose you, becaus e
ye were more in number tha n
any people; for ye were the
fewest of all people ; but be -
cause the Lord loved you, an d
because he would keep th e
oath which he had sworn
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to your fathers." The oath
here referred to is the oath-
bound promise that God mad e
to Abraham: "In thy seed
shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed."—Gen. 22:
15-18

Heavenly Callin g

A very precious, heavenly
calling is brought to our at-
tention in the Scriptures, an d
is referred to by the Apostle
Paul in these words : "I pres s
along the line, towards the
prize of the high calling of
God by Christ Jesus." (Phil.
3 :14, Diaglott) Many other
references are made to this
high calling : "Holy brethren ,
partakers of the heavenly call-
ing." (Heb. 3:1) "Called to be
saints ." (Rom . 1:7) "Called un-
to the fellowship of his So n
Jesus Christ ." (I Cor. 1 :9 )
"Give diligence to make your
calling and election sure ."—
II Pet. 1 :10

4 5

This particular calling is re -
ferred to in Hebrews 2 :3 as a
"so great salvation, which a t
the first began to be spoken
by the Lord ." And it is, in -
deed, a great salvation! Note
the words of Jesus, through
the Revelator : "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit

un- with me in my throne ." And



they shall reign with Christ a
thousand years .—Rev. 3:21 ;
20 : 6

It was Jesus who "brought
life and immortality to light
through the Gospel" (II Tim .
1 :10) ; therefore the terms of
this heavenly calling belong
to the Christian era . Indeed ,
it "opened up" as a result of
our Lord's first advent, and ,
in accordance with the divin e
"plan of the ages ." (Kph. 3 :1 1
Diaglott) It needed the pre-
cious ministry of Jesus, his
sacrificial death, his resurrec-
tion to the spiritual plane and
the outpouring of the Hol y
Spirit which began at Pent--
cost, to bring this "high call-
ing of God" into effect .

This glorious calling wa s
first announced to the Jews .
As a nation, they rejecte d
Jesus and his wonderful king-
dom message ; only a remnan t
of that people received him .
Later, beginning with Corneli-
us, this special message was
extended to the Gentiles, a s
indicated in Acts 15 :14: "God
. . . did visit the Gentiles, to
take out of them a people for
his name." To all such faith-
ful called ones are given "ex-
ceeding great and preciou s
promises [heavenly, not earth-
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ly], that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine na-
ture."—U Pet. 1 :4

Called to Faithfulnes s

"Be thou faithful unt o
death, and I will give thee a
crown of life" (immortality
beyond the vail). For "they
that are with him [the Lor d
of lords, and King of kings] ,
are called, and chosen, and
faithful ."—Rev . 2:10 ; 17 :1 4

Contrary to the false doc-
trine of "universal reconcilia-
tion," the Scriptures clearl y
teach that the exceedingl y
rich promises concerning our
forming part of that gloriou s
spiritual seed, Christ and hi s
glorified church, are condi-
tional upon our faith and obe-
dience. For example: "IF we
have been planted together i n
the likeness of his death, we
shall be also in the likeness
of his resurrection ." (Rom .
6:5) "IF we be dead with him ,
we shall also live with him. "
(II Tim. 2:11) . And verse 12 ,
Diaglott : "IF we endure pa-
tiently, we shall also reign
with him ." "We are made par-
takers of Christ IF we hold
the beginning of our confi-
dence stedfast unto the end . "
(Heb . 3:14) On the other hand,
"IF any man have not the
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Spirit of Christ, he is none o f
his ."—Rom . 8 : 9

The Apostle Paul earnestly
appealed to the Galatians in
these words : "0 my little chil-
dren! whom I am bearing
again, till Christ be formed in
you." (Gal. 4:19, Diaglott) It
is imperative that we be "con -
formed to the image" of God' s
dear Son (Rom. 8 :29), fully
submitting ourselves to th e
transforming influence of the
Spirit of the Lord, so that we
are changed, day by day, and
more and more fully, into hi s
glorious likeness.

Beware

A special warning message
to the Lord's true people that
is particularly applicable t o
the days in which we now live ,
is recorded in II Peter 3 :17 :
"Beloved, . . . beware, lest ye
. . . being led away with th e
error of the wicked [the un-
settled, lawless, per Young] ,
fall from your own stedfast-
ness ." The warning here is no t
that we are to beware of thos e
who are openly known to b e
wicked, for such are less apt
to delude us with subtle and
deceptive human imaginations
and God-dishonouring doc-
trines; but rather we are
specially to see to it that w e
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be not deceived and led awa y
by the error of the "unsettled . "
This brings the lesson much
closer home to us, because w e
have to beware of any wh o
may be unsettled, unstable, in
the truth, or in the spirit o f
the truth .

It is essential that we con-
tinue to walk in the light of
God's holy Word. A slight
yielding by us ; a slight de -
parting from the truth and it s
Spirit, may divert us from
our stedfastness . Therefore ,
we must beware, lest our
whole experience of full con-
secration and complete sancti-
fication be treated lightly, an d
with a lesser feeling of re-
sponsibility on our part tha n
that which existed when we
joyfully entered the narrow
way that leads to the eterna l
heavenly inheritance to which
we have been called .

Severe testings and siftings
are now upon us, and these
will doubtless continue unti l
all are tried and proved as be-
ing worthy or unworthy . Our
Father is permitting these
tests for a very wise purpose ,
and we are to be prepared .
Ephesians 6 :10, 11, Diaglott ,
exhorts, "Strengthen your-
selves in the Lord, and in hi s
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mighty power. Put on the com-
plete armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against
the crafty ways of the enemy. "
Details of this well-known ar-
mor are referred to in verse s
14 to 18 ;

Gird thy armor on;
Wear it ever, night and day .

Ambushed lies the evil one ;
Watch and pray .

Harvest Period Cal l

For about nineteen and a
half centuries from the time
the high and heavenly callin g
was first announced, the
Lord's fully consecrated "chil-
dren of light" have been shin-
ing forth in the world, wit-
nessing to the truth and re-
proving the darkness .

Now we are approaching the
end of the long reign of sin
and death . The prince of dark-
ness, however, is marshallin g
his forces for a crucial con-
flict . The waves of human pas-
sion are lashing world-wide
against the present order. And
this "time of trouble" is caus-
ing, as Jesus foretold, "dis-
tress of nations, with perplex-
ity [with no way out] ." (Luke

21 :25) But the true light-bear-
ers take courage . They are
aware that we are now livin g
in a time of preparation for

48

one of the greatest dispensa-
tional changes in the world's
history .

The faithful, consecrated

children of God had long been
scattered throughout the var-
ious denominations of Chris-
tendom, but in the present
harvest period the Lord has

been and still is calling to the
members of the true church ,

that they shall no longer re-
main in Christendom (Baby-

lon) ; for the time will com e
when the doom of this Baby-
lon will be fulfilled, and sh e
will fall . This is a very special

call ; it is recorded in Revela-

tion 18 :4 : "Come out of her ,

my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her plagues . " Thi s
call signifies that the Lord' s

people are to separate fro m
all things which are in con-
flict with the divine Word an d

will ; to come out of the errors ,
and the systems of error,

which are contrary to the in-
spired Word of God.

The faithful ones have been ,

with the Lord's special help ,

delivering themselves out of
Babylon during this harvest
period . The separating work

is seemingly drawing to

a completion ; and ere long

the "sea" of anarchy will
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swallow up the false systems ,
as depicted in Revelation
18 :21 : "And a mighty angel
took up a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the
sea, saying: Thus with vio-
lence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, an d
shall be found no more at all . "

Continued Faithfulnes s

Even though we have com e
out of Babylon and taken ou r
stand wholly on the Lord' s
side; the great Adversary's
tactics are to entrap, ensnare ,
and hinder us . It is not only
essential that we "come out, "
it is also vital that we remai n
out, that we receive not o f
her plagues . This fallen con-
dition of Babylon signifies her
complete rejection from God's
favour . Revelation 18:23, R .V . ,
reads : "And the light of a
lamp shall shine no more a t
all in thee ; and the voice of
the Bridegroom and of th e
bride shall be heard no mor e
at all in thee . "

Many are the faithful con-
secrated ones today who have
been greatly privileged, unde r
the Lord's guidance, to recog-
nise and accept present truth .
They have rejoiced in th e
realisation that there is a
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harvest work to be done; that
the separation of "wheat "
from "tares" is in progress ;
that the great Reaper, th e
Lord Jesus, is present, con-
ducting this work of separa-
tion; that under his control o f
the work they themselves were
gathered out; and as a result
they continue to receive man y
rich spiritual blessings as
"new creatures" in Christ
Jesus .

IIow strange, unreasonable,
and tragic it would be for
them, should their love for the
truth so diminish that the y
give way to the energetic de-
ceptions of Satan, and go bac k
into Babylon from whence
they came! This would surel y
be disloyalty to the Lord an d
to the principles of his teach-
ings—a step leading fro m
light to darkness . The faithful
ones, however, are encouraged
and stimulated by these word s

of the Apostle Paul : "We are
bound to give thanks to God
always for you, brethren be -
loved by the Lord, becaus e
God chose you a first-fruit for
salvation, in sanctification o f
spirit and belief of truth. to
which he called you by .
Jesus Christ . So then, breth-
ren, stand firm and retain th e
instructions you were taught
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. . . by our word or letter ."—
II Thess. 2:13-15, Diaglott

"Behold the Bridegroom"

During the Gospel Age God
has been calling out and se-
lecting a "bride" for his be -
loved Son, and the harvest
period of this Gospel Age is
now drawing to a close .
Throughout this harvesting, or
"end of the age" period, the
appropriate work is done, sym-
bolically described in the
Scriptures as "the gatherin g
of the wheat," as distinct
from the "tares" (Matt . 13 :30) ;
gathering and separating the
"good" fish from the bad .
(Matt. 13:47, 48) The Lord i s
making up his "jewels." (Mala-
chi 3:17) It is the midnight
cry to the virgins, separatin g
the wise from the foolish .
Matthew 25:6, A. V., reads ,
"And at midnight there was a
cry made, Behold, the Bride -
groom cometh ." But this word
"cometh" is a supplied word ,
and should he omitted, as in
the Revised Version and th e
Diaglott . The correct render-
ing, therefore, is, "Behold th e
Bridegroom," conveying th e
thought that he has come ; he
is here. We are now living i n
the time of his second pres-
ence .
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Matthew's record (verses 7
and 8, R . V .) continues, "Then
all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps . And the
foolish said unto the wise ,
Give us of your oil, for our
lamps are going out." The
parable here indicates that
with the unwise virgins there
was a shortage of oil, and th e
lesson here for us is to mak e
certain that we are filled wit h
this symbolic oil—the Holy
Spirit .—Ephesians 5 :1 8

It was not until we made a
full consecration to God tha t
we were begotten and quick-
ened by his Holy Spirit . And
being "in Christ" as members
of his body we have receive d
the anointing by this Holy
Spirit, and are thus enabled ,
by divine grace, to keep ou r
lamps trimmed—always read y
for our use—and burning, an d
our robes unspotted from th e
world . (Rev . 6 :11 ; James 1 :27 )
Our beloved, prospective
Bridegroom has made, in ad-
vance, abundant provision by
which all those who are called
may be properly equipped, no t
only with robes and lamps
but also with the oil ; but i f
any are careless in the pro-
curement of the oil, they thus
indicate their unfitness and
unfaithfulness.
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Full consecration, complete mean that our glad and grate-
sanctification, on our part, will ful heart sentiments will be :

Our lamps are trimmed and burning,
Our robes are white and clean.

We've tarried for the Bridegroom ,
And now we ' ll enter in .

We know we've nothing worthy
That we can call our own

The light, the oil, the robes we wear,
Are all from Him alone.

Behold, behold, the Bridegroom,
And all may enter in,

Whose lamps are trimmed and burning ,
Whose robes are white and clean.
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Vineyard Echoes

Conventions, 1969

ONE of the important activities among Bible Students the
world over is the attending of conventions, and this i s
again true in 1969. Already a number of important gather-
ings of the Lord's people have been held, although th e
summer season is the busiest one for this activity . The
largest of the conventions in the United States is the on e
which, for a number of years, has been held on the campu s
of the Indiana University, in Bloomington, which this yea r
will begin on Saturday, August 9, and end Thursda y
evening, August 14. This General Convention is a self -
sponsoring convention in the sense that it elects its ow n
program committee, and is responsible for the variou s
business matters which are necessary .

The program for the General Convention has been drawn
up, and it reveals that the theme text for this six-day
gathering will be Psalm 27 :14, which reads, "Wait on the
Lord : be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thin e
heart : wait, I say on the Lord ." This appeals to us as being
a very timely theme text for the General Convention, es-
pecially in view of the chaotic conditions which exis t
throughout the earth in this fifty-fifth year since the clos e
of "the times of the Gentiles" in 1914. There are stil l
quite a number of brethren with us who witnessed th e
beginning of the great "time of trouble" in 1914, and they
have waited patiently for the full establishment of th e
kingdom ever since that time ; and all of us are still waiting .
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The expression, "the time is short," has been a favorite

one among the brethren throughout all these years of wait-
ing for their glorification and for the kingdom ; and it is a

true expression . We keep saying that the full establishment

of the kingdom is "just around the corner," and that also
is true, but we do not yet know just how long it will take
to get around that "corner," so we have need of patienc e

while we wait on the Lord .

David has assured us that those who do wait on the Lor d
will have their hearts strengthened, and we are confiden t
that every dedicated follower of the Master has had thi s
assurance confirmed over and over again in his own ex-
periences . The Lord gives strength to all his people as day
by day they lay down their lives in his service . We kno w
that our `"times" are in the Lord's hands, and that is jus t

the way we want it . None of us want to run ahead of th e

Lord, and we all want to continue serving him and rejoic-
ing in present truth for whatever length of time his wil l

might be .

Other Convention s

As we have noted, a number of conventions have already

been held in 1969 . Aside from the General Convention th e
other gatherings of the brethren are sponsored an d
arranged for by local ecclesias . A number of these ar e
what we might refer to as district conventions . The breth-
ren sponsoring them naturally are delighted when brethre n
attend from distant areas, but the main attendance at
these district gatherings is made up of those who live with -

in a few hundred miles .

These district conventions are usually from two to four
days in length, and are generally scheduled to coincid e
with national holidays . Some are scheduled to take advan-
tage of Memorial Day . This year there are two of these
which we have learned about—Asilomar, California ; and
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Chicago, Illinois . Judging from the past, we are confident
that these gatherings will prove to be a blessing to man y
of the Lord's people . Two-day conventions will also be hel d
in May in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Rochester, New York ;
and Kansas City, Mo. Two day conventions will also be hel d
in Phoenix, Ariz ., St . Louis, Mo ., and Cincinnati, Ohio .

Over the Fourth of July week-end there will be the usual
conventions in Los Angeles, California ; Detroit, Michigan,
and New Brunswick, New Jersey . The Labor Day week-en d
will as usual see a number of district gatherings . One of
these will be in New York, and will be held in one of th e
beautiful auditoriums located in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel .
So far as we know there will also be Labor Day week-en d
conventions in Seattle, Washington; San Diego, California ;
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Jackson, Michigan .

Then there is the large number of one-day local conven-
tions which are held throughout the year . A mere glanc e
at page 64 of The Dawn each month gives an idea of ho w
many of these local gatherings are held . And these also
have in the past proved to be a source of rich spiritua l
blessing to the Lord's people .

By keeping watch of our convention announcement pag e
the brethren can keep informed of all the various conven-
tions, the dates, and the addresses at which they are held .
We are glad to be able to render this service .

This year a new convention has been added to the list.
We could almost speak of it as a Canadian General Con-
vention. This convention will be held July 16 through 20—
five days—in Yorkton, Saskatchewan . Details will be liste d
on our convention announcement page . A goodly number
of speakers from both the United States and Canada wil l
serve on the program. While it has been arranged especial-
ly for the benefit of the friends in the middle western and
far western provinces of Canada, the brethren everywhere
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are invited, and it is expected that quite a number fro m
the United States will attend .

The Common Ti e

What is the common tie that draws all the friends togethe r
for these various conventions? First of all it is their united
love for the Lord and for one another . Their hope is estab-
lished in God's gift of his beloved Son to be their Redeem-
er ; they see in this a supreme example of divine love, an d
by this vision of truth they are motivated to get togethe r
with others of "like precious faith" for mutual fellowshi p

and service .

These students of the Word, by "rightly dividing the
word of truth," have found that Jesus, as the Redeemer, is
the center of a great plan for human salvation from si n

and death . They have found from the Word that God cre-
ated man to live on the earth forever, and has assured u s

that it shall never be destroyed . They realize that man' s
original sin led to death, and consequently to his losing
the privilege of living in the wonderful home which th e
Creator provided for him .

On the other hand, according to the plan of God the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus guarantees that falle n
man is to be given another opportunity to obey his Creator,
and that upon the basis of faith in the ransom, and obedi-
ence to the laws of the kingdom which in the time of res-
toration will be functioning in the earth, will be given an
opportunity of regaining life in what will then be the re -
stored paradise . How this wonderful arrangement increase s
our appreciation of the love of God !

The Heavenly Callin g

By rightly dividing the Word of truth the brethren hav e
learned not only of God's gracious provision for the res-
toration of the human race to life on the earth, but the y
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have also learned that in carrying out this plan he is in-
viting a few out of earth's millions to participate in tha t
glorious future work of restoring the dead and dying
world to life . They have been assured by the Word, and
through the "witness of the Spirit," that they are among
these favored few, this "little flock" to whom it is th e
Father's good pleasure to give the kingdom .—Luke 12:32

These favored ones have learned that they have bee n
invited to a heavenly home—"Holy brethren, partakers o f
the heavenly calling," they hear the Scriptures say. They
have learned that the condition upon which this "high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus" is extended is that they lay
down their lives following in the footsteps of Jesus ; that
they lay down their lives sacrificially, even as he did . It is
upon the basis of faithfulness in doing this, they hav e
learned, that they have the glorious hope of being exalte d
with Jesus in the "first resurrection," and living and reign-
ing with him as priests and as kings for a thousand years .
A blessed prospect !

Two Advents

Another important point of information found by those
who study to show themselves approved unto God by right-
ly dividing the Word of truth, is the fact that in the plan
of God there are two comings of the Messiah . His first
coming was to suffer and die for the condemned world o f
mankind, and to establish his church as his witnesses in
the world . This he did, and faithfully. Jesus' ministry at
that time was very short—three and one-half years ; and
his entire stay on earth only thirty-three and one-half years .

The primary purpose of Christ's second visit to earth i s
to restore to life those for whom he died at his first ad -
vent . The Apostle Peter refers to this work as being ac-
complished during what he describes as "the times o f
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
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mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began . "
—'acts 3 :19-23

The vast majority of those who will attend one or an -
other of the various conventions which we have mentione d
are firmly convinced, as are we at The Dawn, that Christ' s
second visit to earth is now in progress. And what a thrill-
ing thought this is, and how it should inspire us to faith -
fulness in our every effort to serve the Lord . And what a
blessed bond this knowledge will be as the brethren see k
out others with whom to fellowship, whether at conven-
tions or under other circumstances .

Students of the Word also recognize that at the end of
the age, and with the return of the Lord, there would b e
a serving of "meat in due season ." (Luke 12 :37, 42-44) We
rejoice in this spiritual food, and are happy to acknowledg e
the arrangement by which it has reached the Lord's serv-
ants during these first years of the Lord's second presence .
We are happy to realize that at all the various convention s
we announce in The Dawn from month to month, thi s
"meat in due season" will be the basis of fellowship amon g
the brethren .

We know, of course, that all the things which were ex-
pected in the outworking of the divine plan have not taken
place in the time they were expected . It was expected tha t
the kingdom would be fully established in 191 .4 ; yet now ,
fifty-five years later it is still not fully established, an d
many of the Lord's people are still in the flesh, layin g
down their lives sacrificially proclaiming the Gospel o f
the kingdom . Doubtless at some, or many of the conven-
tions, these matters will be discussed, with the desire to
arrive at a more definite understanding of just where w e
stand on the stream of time.

It is our hope and belief that any discussions along thi s
line will be conducted with a genuine atmosphere of goo d
will, and with a desire to be helpful to one another . This
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is the way it should be, and this is the way it will be whe n
the brethren remember how limited all of us are in our
ability to grasp the glorious realities of the plan of God .
The Lord has been very good in giving us such a compre-
hensive understanding of the great fundamentals of his
plan of salvation, and this knowledge should keep us
humble with respect to the details which are not ye t
clearly revealed .

The Harves t

As the brethren know, the Scriptures reveal that at th e
end of the age there would be a world-wide harvest wor k
conducted, a work of gathering the "wheat" into the Lord' s
"barn," which Jesus interpreted as "the children of th e
kingdom" shining forth "as the sun in the kingdom of thei r
Father ." We believe that this harvest has been in progress
for many years, and that it is still going on . We believe
that we are participating in this harvest by our proclama-
tion of the Gospel of the kingdom . We do not know ho w
much longer it will continue, but we do know that the
Lord wants us to continue faithful in doing whatever par t
of it his providences indicate to be his will .

We believe that at the conventions this year the breth-
ren will be more interested in how best they can partici-
pate in the harvest work, rather than how much longer it
will continue . We trust, at least, that this will be the case .
We are sure that the Lord is not pleased with those who ,
symbolically, are watching the clock to see how muc h
longer they have to serve. The only time limit for the
Lord's service which is given to us in his Word is that we
be faithful "unto death." The only ones who will live an d
reign with Christ are those who are "beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God ." And this does
not mean partially beheaded. It implies the complete lay-
ing down of our lives .
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Spiritual Feast s

Let us think of our conventions this year, as in every
year—and our local class meetings as well—as spiritua l
feasts where we partake of nourishment that will enabl e
us to continue going forward in the service of the Lord .
Just as in the natural realm we cannot be eating all the
time, so we cannot be "feeding Christians" only. The meat
in due season is provided to strengthen the Lord's people
as new creatures in Christ Jesus ; and that strength is to be
used in giving "battle" to the world, the flesh, and the
Devil ; and in proclaiming the glad tidings of the kingdom .

So we commend the conventions to the brethren every-
where . We have mentioned only those which will be held
in the United States and Canada, but there will also b e
conventions held in other countries, especially the Britis h
Isles and Continental Europe, and Australia . There will b e
the regular annual convention of Bible Students in India .
These are spiritual feasts for our brethren overseas, and
we rejoice with them .

It comes to mind, as we think of the Lord's blessin g
upon his people, how thankful we should be that throug h
the years from the time of our consecration he has kep t
us from falling. For some this may have thus far been
only for a short time . For others it has been for fifty or
sixty years. But regardless of the time, it is only by the
Lord's grace that we are still rejoicing in his preciou s
truth, present truth, the truth of the Gospel of the kingdom .
It is to this glorious truth, revealing to us as it does, th e
boundless love of God, that we are all dedicated. Let us
continue to help one another to grow in grace, and in th e
knowledge of the Lord, so that our hold upon the truth
may become even more resolute . By the Lord's grace, your
brethren at The Dawn will continue to do just this, as we
work together for the best spiritual interests of the Lord' s
people everywhere . Happy, and blessed conventions !
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Service Overseas

THE brethren will be interested to learn that during 196 9
several brethren will be serving the friends in overseas
countries . In May Brother E . K. Penrose will attend and
serve the Portrush, Ireland, Convention, and following th e
convention will serve in a number of places in the Britis h
Isles . Also during May, upon request from our brethren i n
Germany, Brother Arthur Newell will serve in that country .

In August and September Brother Paul Davis will serv e
the brethren in the British Isles, and also in Germany .
Sister Davis will accompany him .

In October, Brother and Sister G. R. Pollock will visi t
the brethren in New Zealand and Australia . Our prayer
is that the Lord will bless the ministry of these brethren
as they endeavor to encourage those overseas who are
running in the same narrow way, and to build them u p
in our most holy faith .
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GENERAL CONVENTION BULLETI N

Six Testimony Meeting s

III LESS than four months the brethren will again be as-
sembling at Bloomington, Indiana, for the General Convention ,
to enjoy the spiritual feast which will be available for all wh o
attend. A part of this feast will be the six testimony meetings
which have been arranged by the program committee .

It is generally recognized that testimony meetings are amon g
the most helpful forms of spiritual fellowship enjoyed by th e
Lord's consecrated people . These are meetings at which th e
brethren have an opportunity to pour out their hearts to on e
another and to the Lord in praise and thanksgiving for all the
blessings which they enjoy from day by day—and how good i t
is to hear these expressions of thanksgiving !

The brethren also find these meetings to be excellent oppor-
tunities to tell one another of their trials, and when they d o
this they are comforted because they realize that they are no t
alone in the difficult experiences of the narrow way . This
knowledge gives strength and courage, especially because ,
having requested it, they are assured that the brethren will
remember them in their prayers .

All the brethren have interesting experiences in bearin g
witness to the truth . To share these experiences with others
of like precious faith is a real joy to all . So go to Bloomingto n
this year prepared to share one or more of your experience s
as ambassadors for Christ . The convention dates again —
August 9-14 .
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Speakers' Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are associated with th e
Their
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free
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Pilgrim

	

Department of The

	

Dawn .
request.

	

Address

	

your

	

request

	

to
Rutherford,

	

N .

	

J .

	

A

	

visit

	

wil lDawn

	

Bible

	

Students

	

Association,

	

East
be arranged when possible.

G . HOMER HAMLIN Fort

	

Collins,

	

Colo. 6
York,

	

Pa . May

	

11 Laramie,

	

Wyo . 7

G . M . JEUCK Boller, Wyo . 8
Sayville,

	

N .

	

Y. May 4 Boise,

	

Idaho 1 1
G. O . JEUCK Clarkston,

	

Wash . 1 2
Charlotte,

	

N .

	

C . May 4 Sagle,

	

Idaho 1 3
Greensboro,

	

N .

	

C . 5 Spokane, Wash . 1 4

Norfolk,

	

Va . 6 Wenatchee, Wash . 1 5
Richmond,

	

Va . 7 Vancouver, B . C . 17-1 9

Flushing,

	

N .

	

Y . 9 Nanaimo, B . C . 20
Hartford,

	

Conn . 11 Duncan,

	

B .

	

C . 2 1

Agawam, Mass . 12 Victoria,

	

B .

	

C . 2 2
New London, Conn . 13 Lc. ; gley,

	

B .

	

C . 2 3

New Haven, Conn . 14 Seattle,

	

Wash . 25
Waterbury,

	

Conn . 15 Portland,

	

Oreg . 2 6
New York, N . Y. 18 San

	

Francisco,

	

Calif . 29-3 1

Paterson,

	

N .

	

J . 20 (Asilomar )
Baltimore,

	

Md . 21 E . K . PENROS E
\AW ashington,

	

D .

	

C . 22 Grand

	

Rapids,

	

Mich . May 3, 4
Jacksonville,

	

Fla . 25 Dayton,

	

Ohio 6
A . H . KRUMPOLT Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 7
New Haven, Conn . May 25 LaSalle,

	

III . 8
Waterbury,

	

Conn . 25 Batavia,

	

III . 9
R . J .

	

KRUPA Milwaukee, Wis . 1 1
Kansas

	

City,

	

Mo . May 3, 4 Beloit,

	

Wis. 1 2
San

	

Francisco,

	

Calif . 29-31 Clinton,

	

Iowa 1 3
(Asilomar) St .

	

Louis,

	

Mo . 1 4
J . Y . MAC AULAY Zeigler,

	

III . 1 5
Baltimore,

	

Md . May 25 Portrush,

	

Ireland 24-26
Philadelphia,

	

Pa . 25
Dundee,

	

Scotland 28
M. C . MITCHEL L

Paterson,

	

N .

	

J . May 18 Latchford,

	

England 3 1

HARRY PASSIOS LEO POS T

Pueblo,

	

Colo . May 2 Grand

	

Rapids,

	

Mich . May 3, 4

Denver,

	

Colo . 4, 5 Rochester,

	

N .

	

Y . 17, 1 8
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H . W. PRIC E
Antioch, Calif .

	

May 1
San Francisco, Calif .

	

2-4
Fresno, Calif .

	

5, 6
San Luis Obispo, Calif .

	

7, 8
Los Angeles Area

	

9-1 3
Ontario, Calif .

	

1 4
Riverside, Calif .

	

1 5
San Diego, Calif .

	

1 6
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

18, 1 9
Pueblo, Colo .

	

2 2
Denver, Colo .

	

23, 2 4
Fort Collins, Colo .

	

2 5
Laramie, Wyo .

	

2 6
Basler, Wyo .

	

2 7
Grand Island, Nebr .

	

2 9

RICHARD SURAC I
New London, Conn .

	

May 18

H . J . TIEMEYE R
Allentown, Pa .

	

May 1 1

F . S . WASSMAN N
West Newton, Pa .

	

Apr . 2 9

Indianapolis, Ind .

	

3 0
St . Louis, Mo .

	

May 1
Kansas City, Mo.

	

3, 4

Zeigler, III .

	

6
Columbus, Ohio

	

7

Pottstown, Pa .

	

25

W . N . WOODWORT H

Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

May 3, 4
Rochester, N . Y.

	

17, 1 8

C . R . WEID A
Catawissa, Pa .

	

May 1 8

The listings in this schedule have been arranged by loca l
ecclesias co-operating with the Dawn .

H . E . ANDERSO N
St . Petersburg, Ha .

	

May 1 8

MIKE BALK O

Pittsburgh, Pa.

	

May 4

WALTER BLICHAR Z

Adrian, Mich .

	

May 1 8

WM . G . BLON G

Stockton, Calif .

	

May 1 8

J . BURTON BROWN

Hawthorne, Calif.

	

May 4

C . M. CHUPA

Saginaw, Mich .
Chatham, Ont.

L . P. DAVIS, JR .
Riverside, Calif .

	

May 1 8
Ontario, Calif .

	

1 8

TUNIS GER Y
San Diego, Calif .

	

May 1 1

JOHN G . HULL, JR .
Bakersfield, Calif .

	

May 1 1

HENRY KWOLE K
London, Ont .

N . MOLENAA R
Covina, Calif .

FRANK NIEMCZA K
Pontiac, Mich .

G. R. POLLOC K
Hawthorne, Calif .

	

May 1 8

May 4
18

May 1 1

May 2 5

May 1 1

FRED J . DARROW
Santa Ana, Calif .

GILBERT L . RIC E
Fullerton, Calif .

	

May 2 5May 1 1
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Conventions
An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion service is being planned .

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., May 3, 4--

	

wood, 3774 S. Rocheste r
Associated Bible Students of Western

	

Rochester, Mich .
Michigan . Kenowa Hills High School,

	

WEST NEWTON, PA ., Ma y
3950 Hendershot, N . W. Mrs . Earl

	

Sewickley Grange Hall, Route

Vander Boegh, 821 Rogers, N . W .

	

3 miles E . of West Newton .
KANSAS CITY, MO ., May 3, 4—The

	

Mike Balko, 501 Pittsburgh St.
Athenaeum, 900 E . Linwood Blvd .

	

DETROIT, MICH ., May 25--Mc Grego r
Mrs . John Bacher, Greenwood, Mo .

	

Memorial Bldg ., Second Blvd . and
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., May 4—2601

	

W . Ferry . Mr. Frank Niemczak ,
Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C. R . New-

	

18937 Murray Hill .
ham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E . SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., (Asilomar) ,

May 29-June 1—Asilomar Conven-
tion Grounds, Pacific Grove, Calif .

Mrs. Edward E . Fay, 4732 Stacy St .
Oakland, Calif .
SAYVILLE, N . Y ., May 30—Memoria l
Day . Parkway Community Church,
Stewart Ave ., Hicksville, L . I . Mr .
Edward Warfler, 252 Harbor Lan e
Easi, Massapequa Park, N . Y .
'CHICAGO, ILL ., May 30-June 1 —
George Williams College, 555 31s t
Si ., Downers Grove, Ill . Mr . Georg e

Tabac, 7244 W. Lill, Niles, III .
JACKSON, MICH ., June 7, 8—IOO F

Hall, 789 Woodworth Rd . Mrs .
Ralph Gaunt, 510 Golf Ave .
LONDON, ONT., June 8—Mr . Clay-
ton A . Campbell, 1218 Hamilton Rd .
WATERBURY, CONN ., June 8—Water-

bury Girls' Club, 35 Park Place .
Miss Anna Tsimanis, 277 Willow St.

ALLENTOWN, PA., June 1 5
PUEBLO, COLO ., June 1 5
CHARLOTTE, N . C ., June 21, 22
SILVER CREEK - GRAND ISLAND ,
NEBR ., June 21, 2 2
GARY, IND ., June 2 2
DAYTON, OHIO, June 28, 29
BUFFALO, N . Y ., June 29
YORKTON, SASK ., July 16.20—Cana-
dian Mid-West Bible Students Con-
vention .
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18--
136 ,
Mr .

NEW ALBANY, IND . - LOUISVILLE ,
KY ., May 10, 11—Amalgamated Bldg . ,
1614 E . Spring St., New Albany ,
Ind . Miss Mary B . Longest, 202 Al-
cott Rd ., Louisville, Ky .
COLUMBUS, OHIO, May 11—650 4
Rettan Road, Reynoldsburg, Ohio .

Mrs . C . E . Harp, 2635 Elliott Ave .
HARTFORD, CONN ., May 11—Od d
Fellows Hall, 510 Wethersfield Ave .
Mrs. Anthony Latina, 270 Hills St . ,
East Hartford, Conn .
CHEYENNE, WYO ., May 17, 18 —
Little America Inn . Mrs . K . Ryan, 10 0
S . 30 St ., Apt . 21, Laramie, Wyo .
ROCHESTER, N . Y., May 17, 18 —
Todd Hall, YMCA Bldg ., 100 Gibbs
St . Mrs . Mary Harold, 39 Bleil e
Terrace .
VANCOUVER, B . C., May 17-19 —
IO0F Hall, 396 Kamloops St. (a t

Hastings) . Mrs . W. A . Mc Nee, 656 9
Argyle St .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, May 18—Broth-
erhood of Railway Clerks Bldg . ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs . Margare t

Ellis, R . 1, Box 71, Melbourne, Ky .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., May 18--
IOGT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave . Mrs . D .

Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Ave . Circle S .
PONTIAC, MICH ., May 18—YWCA ,

269 W. Huron St . Mrs . Ora C . Lock -



The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy-
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

• THE DIV:NE PLAN OF THE AGES
CLOTH . 75 CENTS: PAPER . 50 CENT S

•

	

THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

•

	

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH . 75 CENT S

•

	

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

•

	

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH, $1.2 5

•

	

THE NEW CREATION
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

Send your order today to:

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH ;
VOLUMES 4-6 . 15 CENTS EAC H

CLOTH
BOUND. BO O

Presents the significance
of the sacrificial service s
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day;
ruled pages for birthda y
records.

SIX VOLUMES
OVER 3,000 PAGE S

CLOTH BOUN D
$500 PER SET



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH . . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones, " "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n

that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .

2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s

his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints ,
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e

God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests

in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e

willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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