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Bridgeport, Conn., Italian Convention, Sept.
1 . This gathering will be held in the 6th District Democrati c
Hall, 860 Madison Ave. For information, address Agostin o
Alterio, 95 Taft Ave ., Bridgeport, Conn .

Brooklyn Labor Day Week-End Convention ,

Aug. 31 and Sept 1, 2. All sessions of this gatherin g
will be held in the Lecture Room, Church of the Pilgrims ,
corner of Henry and Remsen Streets under the auspices of th e
Associated Bible Students of Greater New York, Class Secre-
tary, Miss Norma Mitchell, 360 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, N .Y .

Minneapolis, Minn ., Labor Day Week-En d
Convention, Sept . 1, 2 . This gathering will be held at
the regular meeting place of the Minneapolis Ecclesia, whic h
is 2922 Cedar Avenue . The first session will open at 10 :1 5
A. M., Sunday September 1 . Class Secretary, Mr. John F .
Cedarburg, 4715 Bloomington Avenue, Minneapolis, Minn .

Saginaw, Mich., Labor Day Week-End Con-
vention, Sept. 1, 2 . This gathering will be held in th e

Woman' s Club Auditorium, 311 North Jefferson Street . Mr.
C . A. Sundbom, Secretary, 3418 Sheridan Rd ., R . 4, Saginaw ,
Mich .

• Vancouver, B C., Labor Day Week-End Con -

• vention, Aug. 31 and Sept. 1, 2 . All sessions of thi s

•
•

gathering will be held in Victory Hall, 535 'Homer Street .
Mr . W . Wainwright, Secretary, 2153 Maple Av ., Burnaby ,
E. C ., Canada .

St. Louis, Ma ., September 28 and 29 . All session s
of this convention will be held in the Architectural Club Build-
ing, 514 Culver Way . For information address the Secretary,
Mr . J . B . Bernoudy, 7033 Lindell Avenue, St . Louis, Mo .

Pittsburgh Annual Reunion Convention, Oc-
tober 26-27. The Associated Bible Students of Pittsburgh

are now making plans for their Seventh Annual Reunion
• Convention in October, and suggest that the brethren every -

where keep the date in mind . Further details will be announced
in the forthcoming Bible Students News .

Cyclone, Ind., September 22 . For full information
write Mr . C. O. McMains, Kirklin ; Ind.

•
Hartford, Conn., November 3. Children's

• Convention . held iii Jewell Hall, Y . M. C. A. Building ,
Pearl ail Jewell Streets . Children of Hartford class will pre -
sent a play, " The Story of Ruth . " For further information, ad -
dress G. Boccaccio, 613 Capitol Ave., Hartford, Conn .

YES! We will be pleased to send sample copies of Th e
Dawn to names you send in . Kindly designate whether or not
familiar with the Divine Plan .

If you know of friends not acquainted with The Dawn, have
you sent us their names for sample copies, or for a Three
Months ' Trial Subscription ?

• TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

•
•

That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God"—peculiarly
• "His workmanship ;" its construction has been in progress •
• throughout the Gospel Age—ever since Christ became the world's •
• Redeemer and Chief Corner Stone of His Temple, through which, •
• when finished, God ' s blessing shall come "to all people ", and •
• they find access to Him .—i Cor . 3 :16, x7 ; Eph . 2 :20 ; Gen . •
• 28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :29 . •
• That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing of consecrated •
• believers in Christ' s Atonement for sin, progresses ; and when •
• the last of these "living stones ", "Elect and precious", shall •
• have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring •
•• all together in the First Resurrection ; and the Temple shall •
• be filled with His Glory, and be the meeting place between God •
• and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15 :5.8• •• That the Basis of Hope, for the Church and the World, lies in •
• the fact that " Jesus Christ, by the Grace of God, tasted death •
• for every man," "a Ransom for all," and will be "the true Light •
• which hghteth every menthe' eometh into the world, " "in due time."— •
• Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6.
• That the I-lope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord ,
• "see Hint as He is, " be "partaker of the Divine nature," and •
• share His glory as His joint•heir .—1 John 3 :z ; John 17 :24 ; •
• Ronn . 8 :17 ; 2 Pet. 1 :4. •
• That the present mission of the Church is the perfecting of the •
• saints for the future work of service : to develop in herself every •
• grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare •
• to be kings and priests in the next Age .—Eph. 4 :12 ; Matt. '•
• 24 :14 ; Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 :6 . •
• That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge •
• - and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ' s Millennial King- •
• dom—the Restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the •
•• willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and His •
• glorified Church— when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
• —Acts 3 :19 .23 ; Isa . 35 . •• We affirm the pre-existence of Jesus as the mighty Word (Logos •
• —spokesman), "the beginning of the creation of God," "the first •
• born of every creature," the active agent of the Heavenly •
• Father, Jehovah, in all the work of creation . Without Him •
• was not anything made that was made ."—Rev. 3 :14 ; Col. r :15 ; •
• John 1 :3 . •
• We affirm that the Word (Logos) was made flesh—became the •
• Babe of Bethlehem—thus becoming the Man Jesus, "holy, •
• harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners ." As we affirm the •
• humanity of Jesus, we equally affirm the Divinity of Christ— •
• "God also bath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name •
• which is above every name ."—17eb . 7 :26 ; Phil . 2 :9 . •

We acknowledge that the personalty of the Holy Spirit is the •
Father and the Son ; that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both, •

• and is manifested in all who receive the begetting of the Holy •
• Spirit and thereby become sons of God .—John 1 :x3 ; r Pet.t :3 . •

We affirm the resurrection of Christ—that He was put to death
• in flesh but quickened in Spirit . We deny that He was raised •
• in the flesh, and challenge any statement to that effect as being •
• __ unscriptural .—x Pet. 3 :18 ; 2 Cor . 3 :17 ; I Cor . 15 :8 ; Acts •
• 26 :13 . 15. •

•
•
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News and Views
Dark Cloud, But a Silver Lining

IVILIZATION is adrift . The night is dark ,
the winds are strong, and the world has n o
dependable captain on the bridge of its pond-
erous ship . Driven by the animosities of na-

tions, factions and individuals, the vessel rolls an d
tumbles about in the inky, foamy billows and seems i n
imminent danger of going down in mid-ocean before
sunrise . As for the nations, each has erected its ow n
barriers, formed its own policies, and thinks its interna l
troubles are peculiar to itself . A red light burns in the
sky and signals, " More danger ahead!" Death-ribbe d
rocks upon which the crested seas surge in unrestraine d
fury also cry out their warning of "Danger " ! Both
passengers and crew in the great ship "Civilization" see
little but danger on every hand . Thus the distracted
world tosses along through the darkness and franticall y
hopes for the dawn .

It is nothing new for a nation to face destruction .
This indeed has taken place many times in the world ' s
history . That vas the experience of Nineveh, Babylon ,
Persia, Greece, Rome, and other ancient powers . Each
of these in turn had its great clay, and then passed com-
pletely from the stage of action, having been foun d
wanting in the balance of divine justice . But neve r
in all the history of men and nations clown to the pres-
ent generation has humanity itself faced destruction ,
as is now the case . Never before have such tremendou s
forces allied themselves to wreck the entire structur e
of civilization . This is not a time for soft words. It i s
not a time for crying "peace, peace, when there is n o
peace . " This is a time for facing facts—grim, glaring ,
tremendous facts--and for forming conclusions in
accord with truth .

We are not alarmists of the pessimistic or icono-
clastic type . We do not believe that it is right or fai r
to take away a semblance of hope if we can give nothin g
in its place. But when we declare that the disintegration
of the workl is taking place, we but say what many

clear-visioned statesmen are proclaiming . Yet there i s
a manifest difference between their view of the matte r
and ours . We see a silver lining behind the dark clouds ,
even while we face the fact that the world now is i n
the most precarious state of its existence . It will neve r
emerge from its present travail as the same world tha t
men have known it to be in the past, but an infinitely
better world and a more glorious civilization .

As we look about us in the world today we see a
condition of affairs unparallelled in the history of the
human race . While the facilities for production have
increased beyond the wildest dreams of men, the paradox
remains that because of over-production, as well as fo r
other operating causes, an appallingly large portion of
the human family is in dire distress for want of th e
necessary commodities of life . Furthermore, it is appa-
rent that the efforts put forth to ameliorate this con-
dition have failed to accomplish their purpose to an y
satisfactory degree, and that the general condition i s
growing worse .

Is the present distressful state of things a matter o f
mere chance? Is it due to a fortuitous concou rse of
atoms in the industrial cosmos? Or is it the result of
a long infraction of the Divine law? Yea, verily . And
does it not mean that we are on the verge of a com-
plete disintegration of the old world system and th e
establishment in its place of a regime of justice, right-
eousness and truth that shall spread peace, contentmen t
and happiness throughout all the continents of the
earth, even as the ancient prophets foretold ?

\Ye recall the following words of an eminent writer :
s we consider the prophecy of the times before us ,

we feel that there is to be the arrest of a sudden an d
unlooked for visitation laid on the ordinary processes
of nature and history, and that the Millennium is to b e
ushered in in the midst of judgments and frightfu l
convulsions that shall completely shatter the present
structure of society and break the framework of its
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machinery to pieces . I look for the conclusive establish-
ment of Christianity through a widening passage o f
desolations of judgments that shall result in the demo-
lition of our present civil and ecclesiastical structure . "

A Glance at the Situation

R. G . TUGWELL, Resettlement Administrator ,
in the New York Times Magazine, says : "On every
hand is compelling evidence of the necessity of eco-
nomic relocation . Great sections of our population ,
through no fault of their own, have been reduced to
disastrously low levels . Look at the relief rolls. It i s
not alone in the cities and towns that the problem i s
acute. Millions of our people live in sordid, unhealth y
rural slums or are engaged in the hopeless task of
scratching out an existence on soil which has lost its
fertility . Unless we make a serious, planned effort a t
conservation, countless other farms, through erosio n
bv wind or water, will become barren and useless . "

In a book entitled, "America Faces the Barricades, "
John L . Spavik refers to the "Blue Heaven" of Char-
lotte, N. C., where great asbestos mills are situated .
The h rift of a white man's life here is said to he seven
years, and negroes do not last even that long . The
author says :

"There was not an area that I visited that (lid no t
have a Blue Heaven of its own, where the unskille d
worker lives out his days in incredible poverty, eatin g
the crusts given him by government charity, sick, des -
pairing, gaunt and helpless . Whether black or white ,
native American or foreign born, these untrained an d
often ignorant men and their families are huddled i n
the slums of every village, not knowing what to do or
where to turn except to stretch anguished hands for a
bit of bread . "

"We do not know what is going to happen next, "
said the captain of the German ship Bremen when a
crowd of persons in an anti-Hitler demonstration cu t
down the Nazi flag just as the ship was about to sai l
out of New York harbor . The excitement caused b y
this incident did not stop in New York but soon be -
came a matter of international interest, and was take n
up by the German newspapers . But the captain voice d
the sentiment of millions—"We do not know what i s
going to happen next . "

In the "Review of Reviews" B . Simkins says :
"Ten million unemployed . Thirty billion in govern-

ment debt . The building industry paralyzed . 'di any rail -
roads facing receivership . Banks bulging but few bor-
rowers. Rumblings of revolt from taxpayers . Wide-
spread strikes threatened by labor, drastic inflation de-
manded by radicals . An increasing protest against the
rising cost of living . A wide assortment of ills cause d
by crop restriction and destruction. Millions flocking
to the leadership of 'share the wealth ' advocates . Steel
industry operating at half time . Declining profits i n
many industrials ; no profit in others . General business
above the panic low but far under normal, and actual-
ly at depression levels . "

The above has reference to the United States, bu t
similar conditions are worldwide. To suppose that th e
world can create more wealth by producing less is a
monstrous absurdity. This was tried in the South,

where cotton was plowed under the soil while million s
go half naked . Momentarily there was a semblance of
returning prosperity, a temporary boost ; but the for-
eign markets were lost, exports have decreased, and ,
says Mr. Simkins : "The South, the world's greatest
producer of cotton, is now faced with appalling poverty
through permanent loss of its foreign markets . The
day of reckoning cannot be postponed much longer .
When it comes the collapse will have widespread re-
percussions . The evidence of the failure of this theor y
(crop destruction) is all about us . Continued unem-
ployment. Added recruits to the dole . Declining profit s
in business . Decreased consumption . Greater monopoly .
Citizens threatened, penalized, fined and failed . Class
warfare . Continued stagnation in many lines . Stifled
initiative . Rising cost of living . "

A ll this can he added to the long list of failures o n
the part of well-meaning men to adequately adjus t
human affairs . Crop reduction goes by the board alon g
with the N . R . A . and all other attempts to stabiliz e
an unstable world . It shows to what degree statesme n
may lose their heads . Insisting on crop destruction whil e
millions plead for food, seems like doing evil in orde r
that good may result Surely that is not a part of th e
divine law for man . In the beginning God said tha t
man was to "he fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue (cultivate) it ." Prophecy says that
in due time (in Christ's kingdom) `" the earth shal l
bring forth her increase ." Men will have to go back t o
the soil and live near to nature, recognizing nature as
the great storehouse of wealth . Today money is re-
garded as wealth, but money is not wealth et all ; it i s
merely a medium of exchange for wealth lien cannot
eat money . nor wear it, nor fashion it into homes . The
real wealth is in the products of the soil, and in th e
use that men may make of its products .

The Bible foretells a time such as this in which w e
live . Says the Psalmist : "They that go down to th e
sea (of commerce) in ships (business enterprises), i n
great waters . These see the works of the Lord and hi s
wonders in the deep . For Be commandeth and raiset h
up the stormy wind (striving elements of human gree d
and passion), which lifteth up the waves (destructive
forces) thereof . They mount up to heaven (with brie f
periods of hope), they go down again to the depths
(depression and despair) ; their soul is melted because
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a
drunken man, and are at their wit's end ."--Psa . 107 :
23-27 .

Here the prophet gives a most vivid description of
our own clay. Truly men now are "at their wit's end . "
But, thank God, He will not leave them there . Thei r
extremity will be His opportunity . The prophet goe s
on to say : "Then they cry unto the Lord in their
trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses .
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof
are still . Then are they glad because they he quiet ; so
He bringeth them unto their desired haven (the divin e
Kingdom, where the Prince of Peace shall reign i n
righteousness, justice and love ; and `sorrow and cryin g
shall flee away') . "

(Continued on Page 7)
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THE CREATOR AND HIS CREATION V

HL \\ORLD has produced many notable ar-
chitects whose work has commanded the ad-
miration and respect of all who have know n
them, yet perhaps not one of them ever turne d

a finger in the actual construction of any building that
he designed . Each building was the product of hi s
mold ; and besides planning it he gave directions for
every feature of the construction work. IIe (lid not
expect the materials to gather themselves together, or
the workmen to do the work without instruction ; any-
one suggesting suck a thing would he sent to a psycho-
pathic ward for observation . Yet is not this exactly
what is claimed for the great work of creation, by som e
very brilliant scientists? Because they most, men ad-
mit that a power which they cannot understand "starte d
things" but they hope to yet find this beginning to be a
"natural one ." They just can't bring themselves to be-
lieve in a divine Architect who intelligently planned
and executed this great work !

To the coral polyp at the bottom of the ocean, tha t
little mound surrounded by water upon which it live s
its brief span of life is its whole world . It cannot com-
prehend any greater world or other form of life than
its own. So with man living upon his little globe .
Even his (lays are measured for him by the turnin g
of the earth upon its axis, yet he ignores the Creator o f
it all and thinks himself the most important creature in
existence . He cannot conceive of a Being as far abov e
him as he is above the coral polyp .

Alen have become so self satisfied that they have
defied human understanding and enthroned their own
finite reasoning as their god. What it is not able to
grasp or understand is rejected as false . An eminen t
educator, setting up the wonders of natur e as his go d
while ignoring nature's Architect, declares that he i s
"abandoning the bafflements of a far-distance specula-
tion," and says that he will lead his pupils "to practic e
praying to and listening for a `Person' who is not a
million light-years away, but is nearer than hands an d
feet . We shall acutely localize the numinous," he de-
clares, in prayers, in Bible words, on altars, by bed -
sides, in daily offerings of chivalry and undetected
kindness . " He declares the basis of religion is "a sens e
of wonder" and that it is the business of the schoo l
"while ''ct their minds are tender" to indoctrinate it s
pupils for ever with a sense of wonder, the myster y
and fascination of this one brief life we have to live . "
There is nothing new in this theory, it is as old a s
Krishna .

It is a relief to turn from the crooked and tangle d
reasoning of men to the simple, clear truth of the

Bible . Its statements are full of heaven-born power t o
those \yho receive them . But people have become con -
fused .

Natural Recoil from Superstition

In the eighteenth century recoil from the devilis h
doctrines, ignorance, superstition and priestcraft of th e
Dark Ages, the thought of the world swung to th e
opposite extreme—to the teachings of Voltaire, Paine
and Ingersoll—hiding under the pseudonym of "High -
er Criticism ." The "Great First Cause " was discarded
and God was nature—nature-god . "The great ever -
present force which is manifest in all the activities o f
man and all the workings of nature, a god who is i n
and through and of everything . "

There is much ambiguity in that word nature . One
writer has said that in its active sense nature represent s
"the source or essence of life ; creative force ; the sum
and order of causes and effects in time and space ; the
powers which produce existing phenomena, whethe r
in the total or in detail ; the agencies which carry on
the processes of creation ; and the source or essence of
the life of the universe ; what appears and acts a s
forces, energies, laws ." In other words, all the attri-
butes which belong to the Creator are attributed to a
purely mechanical force . And this is the GOD of th e
materialist! Alen of (presumably) the highest intelli-
gence, have manufactured a JOSS to fit their ideas ,
and which they credit with the wisdom that created th e
universe .

Nature is but the creature of the !111-wise God . The
divine power arranged all the conditions of nature an d
fixed her limitations . All the forces of nature are un-
der the control of the Creator ; and those phenomena
which we call "miracles" are, doubtless, in exact ac -
cord with certain laws of nature yet unknown to man .
If the human mind or will, itself invisible, can control
and direct the physical system, may not the divin e
mind or will have control over all of His creation ?
To what extent the divine will controls all the force s
of nature it is impossible for us now to understand .
Scientists realize there are many laws and operation s
of nature not yet understood .

\\'hat is above range of thought or comprehension i s
miraculous--supernatural . To the Creator nothing i s
supernatural ; but men, wholly unconscious of the exist-
ence of spirit beings, deny the miraculous . The exist-
ence of spirit beings involves the existence of spiritua l
laws ; and such laws must produce effects as far abov e
natural law as a spirit being is above man, so that what
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appears most miraculous to man is perhaps but a simpl e
matter to a spirit being . Man recognizes that mind ,
to a certain extent, can control matter ; even so a spirit
being doubtless possesses a similar power over thing s
within the natural realm .
Truth Is Not Limited to Men's Minds

The greatest minds of all ages have reached the con-
clusion that to limit one's faith to physical facts which
the human mind can comprehend and explain is ab-
solute folly . The great philosopher, Montague said :

" 'Tis a very great presumption to slight and con-
demn all things as false that do not appear to us likel y
to be true ; which is the ordinary vice of such as fanc y
themselves wiser than their neighbors . Reason has
instructed me that resolutely to condemn anything a s
false and impossible is to circumscribe and limit th e
will of God and the power of nature within the bound s
of my own capacity—than which no folly can be great-
er . If we give the names of monster and miracle t o
everything which our reason cannot comprehend, ho w
many such are continually presented before our eyes !

"Let us consider through what clouds, as it were ,
groping through darkness, our teachers led us to th e
knowledge of most of the things . to which we apply ou r
studies ; and we shall find that it is rather custom, than
knowledge that takes away the wonder and render s
them easy and familiar to us, and that if those thing s
were now newly presented to us we should take the m
as strange and incredible. He who had never met a river
imagined the first one he met to be a sea ; and the
greatest things that have fallen within our knowledge ,
we conclude are the extremes that nature makes of th e
kind .

"The novelty, rather than the greatness of things ,
tempts us to inquire into their causes . But we are t o
judge with more reverence—and with greater acknowl-
edgement of our own ignorance and infirmity—of th e
infinite power of nature ." He then adds that to con-
demn as impossible that which we cannot compre-
hend "is by presumption to pretend to know the utmos t
bounds of possibility . "

Must truth depend upon the operations of the huma n
intellect? No! Truth exists whether men comprehen d
it or not, and it may not be measured by man's abilit y
to grasp or appreciate it . Skepticism is the result o f
the deification of the human intellect by superficial
thinkers who fail to realize that in comparison with
the Infinite, the most brilliant mind is no better tha n
the mediocre .
Reasoning Without God Is Folly

It is the enthronement of this God—Reason—tha t
has brought the world to its present impasse . We see
the result in the jumble of ideas that are clamoring fo r
acceptance. It is clear that reason is not a safe guide ,
for it lacks the quality of constancy . With the same
data to reason on, different men arrive at different
conclusions ; and the same man may reason differentl y
at different times .

It is claimed that the enlightenment of the age —
the increase of knowledge, involving as it did the de -
crease of superstition, automatically destroyed faith i n
the Bible . But superstition has no foundation in th e
Bible—it was, and is a product of man's imagination .

Superstition bears no more relation to true faith tha n
alchemy does to chemistry . We do not cast away the
science of chemistry because it was once mixed wit h
the false doctrines of alchemy . True wisdom will al -
ways seek to separate the true from the false .

The greatest and most logical minds of all time hav e
been believers in a personal Creator . Edison, although
claimed by atheists as one of them . believed in a Su-
preme Being as the Creator and Ruler of the universe ,
saving :

"I would be prostituting my intelligence if I denied
the existence of a Supreme Power . A power that cre-
ated out of the intangible the tangible things of th e
universe was surer- master of matter and of man .
Great results indicate great planning ; and such per-
fect systems as our senses reveal to us had to have a n
all-intelligent and non-erring designer . We must admi t
our total ignorance compared to that of an intelligenc e
so infinitely greater and more powerful than our own . "

Said Gladstone : "With actual exultation, men of un-
impeachable character and great talent scoff at th e
conception of God as an active and ruling Creator ; so
infatuated are they with the evolution theory that 'na-
tural selection' and the `survival of the fittest' exhibi t
the great at-canton of creation . "

Said Jeremy Taylor : "Both in the vastness and th e
riches of the visible universe, the invisible God is ad-
umbrated . "

Cicero declared that : "He who thinks that the ad-
mirable order of the celestial orbs, and their constancy
and regularity, on which the conversation and good
of all things depend, to be void of a mind that gov-
erns them ; he himself deserves to be accounted void o f
a mind. There is no nation so barbarous and ignoran t
as not to acknowledge a powerful and supreme Divin-
ity . "

Nature Bespeaks an Intelligent Creato r

The inspired writings, when properly understood ,
are uniformly consistent with the discoveries of scienc e
and the facts of nature, which is strong presumptiv e
evidence that the revelations of Scripture and th e
phenomena of the material universe were produced by
the same All-Wise and Omnipotent Author .

Said Thomas Dick : "It is impossible that such a n
amazing universe arranged with such exquisite order ,
and all the bodies it contains moving with such regular
and rapid motions, could have formed itself or bee n
produced by the fortuitous concourse of atoms . The
very surmise that such a thing was possible is one o f
the wildest hallucinations that ever entered the huma n
mind .

If man could fully realize that the Omnipotent Cre-
ator is an Infinite Personality as far above the com-
prehension of man as man is above that of the tin y
ant—said to be the most intelligent creature of eart h
next to man ; if he could realize that the Creator ha d
brought myriads of intelligence beings into existenc e
lone before man came upon the scene ; if he could
realize that these intelligent spirit beings are the ser-
vants and messengers of the Creator, who "sleep not "
and are ever ready to do His bidding ; he might begin
to comprehend something of the mystery of creation .

The things we value most in history are not the ab-
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stract records of the events, the geographical setting ,
etc ., but what the accounts reveal of the men and wome n
who took part in them . It is not mere scenery nor cli-
mate that makes a country great--many of the faires t
scenes of earth are desolate and seldom visited . It i s
people that make a nation great—men and women .
What do nations cherish most in their annals? Thei r
heroes—men of courage and accomplishment . And eve n
in our private lives, do we not cherish our friends mor e
than material wealth or possessions ? What mean s
riches, if the possessor is devoid of personal friends ?
Yes, PERSONALITY is the clearest and most pre-
cious thing in the world . And shall we deny this qua-
lity to the great CREATOR of worlds ?

\\ ith what reverence should the thoughts of that Al -
mighty Being inspire us ! He who sits on the thron e
of the universe ; who directs all of its movements fo r
the accomplishment of His own righteous purpose s
which, He declares, eventually will result in the uni-
versal, eternal happiness of all His intelligent creatures ,
both which are on earth and which are in heaven ;
this Self-existent One, whose power is boundless in it s
operation ; who is the personification of Love, and th e
foundation of whose throne is justice ; is worthy o f
the deepest reverence and supreme faith of His crea-
tures .

"In the heights of heaven He doeth great thing s
past finding out ; yea, and wonders without number . B y
His spirit He hath garnished the heavens . The pillars
of heaven tremble and are astonished at His reproof . "
Thus shake the inspired prophet of old . And reflecting
thereon another writer has inquired :

"Can you conceive of a Being possessed of infinit e
intuition, wisdom and power ; of omniscient discernmen t
of results, and with the most absolute power over them ;
which no opposition can disturb, calmly carrying- ou t
His own designs for His wayward, perverse and dis-
obedient creatures ; turning every arm raised to defea t
His purpose into an instrument of His will? Can yo u
conceive of intelligence so wonderfully endowed tha t
the entire keyboard of nature, and also of the human
heart lies under His hand ; giving forth under Hi s
mystic fingers the most perfect harmony ? One pos-
sessing love so intense that the deepest degradation i n
the objects of His interest has no chilling effect upon
His love for the sinner, although hating the sin wit h
infinite hatred ?

"Can you conceive of memory that never fails, o f
judgment that never errs, of wisdom that can pla n
for eternity without the possibility of failure, and whic h
times that plan with absolute precision for the ages
to come ; of the power and skill that can harness ever y
opposing element, animate or inanimate, and caus e
them all to coo perate for the accomplishment of Hi s
designs ; of tireless vigilance which never ceases no r
seeks relief from the pressing cares of Universal domin-
ion ; of the eye that never sleeps ; of the ear that i s
ever open ; of the intelelct that is ever cognizant o f
all the necessities of His illimitable domain, with never -
ceasing activity therein?"

To the extent that we can comprehend this IN -
FINITE PERSONALITY—to that extent we hav e
seen God .
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NEWS and VIEW S
(Continued from Page 4 )

War Clouds .
WILL there be another world war? Will the Italo -

Ethiopian situation provoke it? F. C. Hangher, in Th e
Fornnr, says :

"Italy and Germany simply want more cannon fodder .
Meanwhile they are increasing the cannon . In other
words, they are preparing for another war . More war
—that is the tragic reply which European leaders give
to the challenge of race suicide . It is written in all th e
cable dispatches. The world is arming at a terrifi c
rate, and all experienced observers agree that war i s
inevitable, at least within the next decade . Further-
more, it will be a new and possibly deadlier sort of war ,
with gas, airplanes, tanks and other improved weapon s
of killing playing a larger part than in the last war .
These are the dreadful, unmistakable omens . "

Aerochemical warfare will play a large part in an y
future cataclysm of beligerent destruction to sweep th e
earth . Through fear of bombs and gas the helples s
people will leave the cities and flee to the country .
Water supplies will become contaminated, and bacte-
riological destruction of millions will result_ We kno w
how terribly the "flu" swept the world (luring the las t

war . Its toll alone was estimated at fifteen millio n

persons .
Long indeed has the world been sowing the seed s

of strife ; and we know that "they who sow the win d
must reap the whirlwind . " The final great struggl e
of men and nations is pictured as a "whirlwind " i n
the book if Revelation (Ch . 7) . There we find the
symbolism of seven angels holding the "four winds "
of the earth for a time—"till we have sealed the ser-
vants of our God in their foreheads . " When thes e
font- winds are finally allowed to blow they will creat e
a whirlwind of destruction that will blow the presen t
order of things out of existence, to make room for th e
Messianic administration of earth's affairs . Through
His prophet (Haggai 2 : 7) the Lord has said, "I wil l
shake the heavens and the earth, and the sea and th e
dry land ; and I will shake all nations, and the desire
of all nations shall come : and I will fill this house (the
earth) with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts . "

This hope of a coming universal Kingdom of right-
eousness, held out in the Bible, is the only hope fo r
man . And it is a real and certain hope, not a desert
mirage. It is actually the "silver lining" behind the
present (lark cloud of the world's tangled affairs . God
has had this Messianic Kingdom in mind for thou -
sands of years . He has known His great plan and pur-
pose from the beginning . He _knew that man woul d
make a complete failure in his attempts to gover n
himself, yet He allowed him to try . He knew that the
Jews would make a failure of keeping the Law whic h
He gave them at the hands of Moses, yet He permitted
them to try that out too . Experience always proves a
good teacher to those who will profit by its instructions .

Ere long the world will have a thousand years il l
which to profit by all yt has gone through . During th e
coming millennial reign men will not need to talk abou t
the "silver lining" of the cloud, for there will be n o
cloud .
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Upon the earth dist ress of nations with perplexity ;
the sea and the antes (the restless, discontented )
roaring} ; ;news hearts failing them for fear and fo r
loo p ing for„'ard to the things coming upon th e
earth (society) ; for the pocecrs of the heae,'n s
(ecclesiasticism) shall he shaken . . . . When ye se e
these things conic to pass, then knot,' that the King -
dom of God is nigh at hand. Look up, lift rijp you r
heads . rejoice, for your deliz'rra,nce deazeth nigh—

Luke 21 : 25-28, 3 1

THE ARMOR OF TRUTH
v

O CIfRISTlAN will be finally victorious and
gain the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus, unless he possesses the fightin g
qualities of a good soldier . The Christian

"warfare " , however, is not prompted by selfishness ,
nor greed, nor lust--neither for earthly riches nor fo r
human power and glory . The Christian is urged on to
the battle by love—love for God, and for His brethren ,
and for all mankind . Instead of injuring others th e
Christian seeks to bless them, to "do good unto al l
men" ; and he knows that the greatest good he can d o
for anyone is to impart to him a knowledge of Go d
and of His truth .

The enemies of the Christian are both wily an d
powerful, and selfishness is the moving force back o f
all their efforts against him . Satan is the chie f
enemy of the Christian, and allied with him is a hos t
of fallen angels : and these exercise their influenc e
both through the "world" and through the "flesh" —
the fleshly weaknesses of the Christian--thus eve r
seeking to destroy him as a "new creature in Chris t
Jesus . "

The Christian warfare is not a physical combat ;
at least, not so far as the Christian is concerned ; al -
though at times, for purposes of discouragement, Sata n
may endeavor to inflict bodily injury upon a follower
of the Master . The chief battle is in the mind an d
heart . It is a battle in which Satan, the general of the
opposing forces, is ever seeking, with all his devilis h
cunning and deceitfulness, to draw the Christian awa y
from God and out from under the protection of Hi s
love .

But in spite of all the formidable enemies that ar e
arrayed against the Christian ; and regardless of th e
fact that Satan, the arch-enemy of God and of the
Christian, is commanding these forces of unrighteous-
ness, no true follower of the Master need fear, because
God made every necessary provision for his protec-
tion ; and by God's grace he may ultimately gain th e
victory . The only question that need concern th e
Christian is, "Am I using all the provisions for victo r y

which the Lord has graciously given me' " God has
provided His people with a wonderful Commander o r
Captain, but we must obey this Captain 's command s
if we would gain the victory . We have been provided

with the "whole armor of God," but eye must put tha t
armor on, and wear it continuously, if we are t o
realize the Heavenly Father 's full protection over us.
Yes, our God has even provided a "fortress" behin d
which we may safely dwell, and where we may b e
assured that no evil shall befall us . The Psalmist says ;

"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the mos t
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty .
I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fort-
ress : my God ; in Him will I trust . Surely He will.
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and fro m
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with Hi s
feathers, and tinder His wings shalt thou trust : His
truth shall be thy shield and buckler . "—Psalm 91 : 1-4 .

The Truth God's Provisio n
The great armor which the Lord has provided for th e

use of His people in the Christian warfare is the truth .
We do not mean by this that a mere theoretical know -
ledge of the divine plan will suffice to carry us success -
fully through the struggle to victo r y . We must have
both the theory and the spirit of the truth . We mus t
have the truth in our hearts as well as in our heads ;
and the spirit of the truth—which is God's holy spirit--
must be the ruling factor in our lives .

The Apostle Paul says ; "For though we walk i n
the flesh, we do not war after the flesh . For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through Go d
to the pulling down of strongholds . Casting down ima-
ginations (margin, reasonings), and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God ; and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedienc e
of Christ ." (2 Cor. 10 : 3-5 .) From this text we get
the thought that the great struggle of the Christian i s
to "cast down", destroy, or bring into subjection, thos e
thoughts which exalt themselves "against the know -
ledge of God . "

The apostle refers to "reasonings" which may hav e
a tendency to draw us away from the Lord, and de-
clares that these must be "cast down" through th e
use of the mighty weapons which the Lord has pro-
vided . This does not mean that the Christian soldie r
is to refrain from using his reasoning faculties ; for
God has invited us to reason—to reason with Him :
"Come, let us reason together, saith the Lord ." (Isa .



T H E

1 :18.) The only proper way for the Christian to
reason is with the Lord He talks to us through Hi s
written Word, and we are to accept those divine mes-
sages and seek to understand them and resolve t o
obey them .

The reasoning which the apostle exhorts us to "cast
down" is the kind of reasoning that "exalts itsel f
against the knowledge of God . " We cannot affor d
to enter into a debate with the Lord, pitting our
knowledge against His expressed will . He has revealed
His plan to us, and has pointed out the part He wants
us to have in that plan . He has told us that in order to
cooperate with Him eye must make a sacrifice—th e
sacrifice of all that we have and all that we are, or
hope to he . Now the flesh seeks to reason around thi s
clearly revealed will of God . And Satan is ever on
the alert to suggest easier and more pleasant ways
of fulfilling our covenant with the most High . Hence
the importance of having on the "whole armor" an d
using- it to ward off these "fiery darts of the wicked
one . "

The Importance of the Trut h

One of Satan's chief methods of attack against the
Christian is to induce him to take off the armor whic h
the Lord has provided . This may be (lone either by an
attempt to discount the importance of the truth in th e
Christian life, or else by a subtle effort to substitut e
something in place of the truth—something that seems
"just as good," or equally plausible, or allegedly supe-
rior to the simple truth of the Gospel . Satan knows
that if he can swerve us away from the truth, or in -
duce us to take off even part of the "armor", he the n
may get us entirely away from God and out from un-
der the protection of His love .

Paul said, "For I am persuaded that neither death ,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, no r
things present nor things to come, nor height, no r
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separat e
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus ou r
Lord." (Rom . 8 : 38, 39.) Note that among the force s
here mentioned by the apostle as contributing to th e
effort to separate us from the love of God, he name s
"angels," "principalities" and "powers ." What does
he mean by this? Surely the holy angels would no t
want to separate us from the love of God . But there
are many angels that are not holy, and these are strug-
gling desperately under the leadership of Satan, to
destroy us as new creatures, by separating us from
the love of God .

Note what the apostle gives as the principal reaso n
why we need the armor of truth for our protection :
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and i n
the power of His might. Put on the whole armor o f
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil . For we wrestle not against flesh and blood ,
but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness in this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places .' This undoubtedly is a
reference to the fact that fallen angels are allied with
Satan in an effort to thwart the progress of the Chris-
tian in the narrow way . No wonder Paul said tha t
we should not permit "angels" to separate us from th e
love of God!
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How the Angelic Ministers of Error Operate

But just how does Satan and the fallen angels con-
nive or conspire to separate us from God 's love? In
considering this question let us keep in mind the fac t
that God 's provision to keep us in His love is th e
armor of truth . It is through the truth that we com e
to know Him, and by it we are sanctified to His ser -
vice . It is through the precious promises of the trut h
that He encourages us to faithfulness and sets befor e
us the example of His own boundless love toward us .
Paul puts all this in concrete form for us when h e
says, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, fo r
it is the povt'er of God unto salvation ."----Rom. 1 : 16 .

The "gospel of Christ " is the truth—the great Mes-
sianic truth—the truth that God began to reveal in th e
wonderful promises of the Old Testament, and whic h
are since being fulfilled through Christ . It is through
the provisions of this gospel that we come "into
Christ " , being "baptized into His body ." It is through
this truth that we have the hope of future joint-heir-
ship with Christ in the glorious Messianic Kingdom .
If the apostle was right, and surely he was, then it i s
throug h this gospel—this truth of the divine plan —
that God is now exercising His power on behalf of
His people . This being true, it is not surprizing that
Satan and the fallen angels would be ever active in
their endeavor to take the truth away from us .

Hence, in answering the question as to how these
evil forces operate to separate us from the love of
God, we may say that it is done by causing Christian s
for one reason or another, to become dissatisfied with
the Truth . This is usually accomplished by offering
substitutes, which may seem to a restless mind to b e
as good or better than the simple gospel message .
These substitutes of Satan may offer opportunities
for a more profound or more intellectual study of th e
Bible, by means of which the unwary Christian i s
led to believe that he has progressed in knowledg e
far beyond his erstwhile brethren. But a careful ana-
lysis of these "deep things" thus discovered usually
reveals the fact that they have not really contribute d
to a better understanding of God, nor have they brough t
the student any closer within the circle of His love .

Satan's substitutes for the simple gospel, instead o f
bringing one nearer to the Lord, and more fully unde r
the control of His spirit, usually have the very opposite
effect : and this is just what Satan wishes to accom-
plish . Spiritual pride, headiness, a superior attitude
toward other brethren, and other evidences of a lac k
of true Christian growth, is the inevitable result o f
an innoculation by any of Satan's substitutes for th e
Gospel of Christ .
Satan's Substitute for the Holy Spirit

Satan does not always appeal to the intellect . Fre-
quently his trmethod of attack is through the emotions .
As a matter of fact Satan has made a speciality of
working through the emotions all down through th e
ages . He has carried his nefarious deceptions to such a
length in this respect that he has even offered a coun-
terfeit operation of the holy spirit . This particular de-
ception is looming up as one of the greatest danger s
confronting the Christian today . Through his under -
standing of the nervous system of the human organ -
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ism and how to overstimulate certain nerve center s
Satan has enabled false religionists to imagine that
they have within them a secret or hidden power, which
ordinarily lies dormant in man, but which, through
a special and prolonged method of meditation an d
prayer, one is able to arouse and to use in the accom-
plishment of "wonderful" things ; and by which he
also may he able to commune specially with the deity ,
as if possessed of some occult power .

This teaching is prevalent throughout the Orient .
The Hindus, the Persians, and the sect of the Essen-
ees of Jesus' day all had it ; and it has come on dow n
through the centuries to our own (lay . Now, in addi-
tion to its still being held by Oriental mystics, it i s
also spreading, both openly and covertly throughou t
the so-called Christian world . In the middle ages thi s
Satanic deception of mysticism was introduced int o
the nominal chu r ch ; and many, in their misguided re-
ligious fervor, were made to believe that their feelin g
of "exaltation " were due to the operation of God' s
holy spirit . Thousands irr Christendom today believ e
that the holy spirit is thus working in them in a mira-
culous manner, giving them a strange power to ac-
complish great things . Some say it enables them to
completely overcome sin ; others insist it helps the m
to be successful even in business, and say that a lack of
temporal benefits is proof that one is not enjoying th e
full favor of God .

"But surely," the reader may exclaim, "no Bibl e
Student who has enjoyed the light of present trut h
could possibly he deceived by anything like that! " So
we all may have said a few years ago, before thes e
subtle temptations became so widesp r ead ; but the
facts are that some brethren are falling before Satan ' s
onslaught . We speak plainly . The "Unity" movemen t
is one place where this mystic theory flourishes, an d
more than one earnest Bible Student has actually lef t
the truth and joined with the Unity people . And why ?
Because they had become dissatisfied with the simpl e
Gospel of Christ! The divine plan of the ages ha d
become commonplace to them .

Itching to Improve the Divine Pla n

The great purpose that God has been working ou t
in the earth for the past six thousand years, and whic h
is so soon to reach a grand and glorious consumma-
tion, now seems unimportant to some who formerl y
rejoiced in such knowledge . Now it isn't spiritua l
enough . Its power no longer seems real to them . The y
think they can get nearer to Gods than they were abl e
to do through the Gospel which He had provided ,
and which the apostle says "is the power of God unto
salvation . " Of course, Satan and his cohorts were
ready to accommodate by preaching "some other gos-
pel " than the Gospel of Christ for their "itching ears . "

Is it any wonder that Paul admonished us to be o n
guard against anyone—even "an angel from heaven"—
who may attempt to preach some other gospel tha n
the Kingdom gospel of Jesus Christ ?

The "Unity" gospel is very appealing in many ways .
In addition to furnishing the Oriental formula fo r
"drawing nigh" to God (or to "Nirvana", a sthe Hin-
dus say), it also offers ease and comfort and earthly
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prosperity to the faithful . But the Christian who i s
thoroughly schooled in the Gospel of Christ, and who
has not wearied of that gospel, will recognize at onc e
that God has not offered any present material reward s
for those who walk in the narrow way. He will remem-
ber that the Lord's Word says that he must be baptize d
into the death of Christ, presenting his body a living
sacrifice, if he would reign with Him by and by .

Nor is the appeal of Satan's emotional gospel limited
to the Unity movement. This mystical "fiery dart " o f
the adversary is now being shot out from many
sources . Some who stiff claim loyalty to the true gos-
pel, but who seem not to be wholly satisfied with th e
glorious doctrine of the divine plan, are attemptin g
to use this "other gospel" as a supplement to th e
truth . "We can believe both," some saw . "This advance d
light gives us a better understanding of God than
we could get through what we have called `presen t
truth .' When Ave experience this power within, w e
are lifted up onto a much higher spiritual plane tha n
eye were ever able to attain through our study of th e
divine plan ." How subtle are the wiles of Satan wh o
thus transforms himself into an angel of light for
God's people !

How Truth Protects

Sometimes the Aalue of the truth is minimized be -
cause of a failure to recognize its real purpose in th e
Christian life, and how it may actually serve us as a
sure protection against Satan's efforts to take us ou t
of the narrow' way . A creed . or "confession of faith, "
to most religionists is merely something to be memo-
rized and recited on certain stated occasions ; but the
doctrines of the truth are not given to the Christian
for any such superficial purpose.

The truth of the Bible--the Gospel of Christ—is hu t
another name for God's plan ; and that plan is revealed
to the Christian in order that he may be able to co -
operate intelligently with God in its accomplishment .
This is what Jesus meant when He said, "Sanctify
them through Thy truth, Thy Word is truth . " (John
17 : 17 .) To be sanctified unto God is to be set apar t
unto Him . To be set apart unto God means to be a co -
worker with slim in the carrying out of His holy pur-
pose in the earth . God is holy, and all of His vyorks
are holy ; and if the Christian is wholly set apart to
the doing of His holy will, he will be holy himself- -
truly sanctified .

Now in order to maintain our holiness before the
Lord, and thus remain within the circle of His love, i t
is necessary that we contiue to seek the guidance of
His truth . To the extent that we permit some other
gospel to have an influence in our consecrated life, t o
that extent we will be doing and saying things tha t
are not in harmony with the great purpose that God
is carrying out in the earth . There is a saying in certai n
nominal church circles that "It doesn't make any dif-
ference what one believes, so long as he lives right . "
This is a perverted viewpoint ; it is not possible to
live right unless one believes right, because the thing s
that we believe are the things that influence our mod e
of living .
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If we erroneously believe—as thousands of religion-
ists do—that there is some miraculous power workin g
secretly within us, guiding us and teaching us apar t
from the Scriptures, then eye will be sure to follo w
the impressions and inclinations that are communi-
cated to us from within. In following such leadings
or "feelings" we will soon be led away from our kee n
appreciation of the truth and made to believe that ,
after all, probably the nominal churches are about a s
near right as we are . But let us remember, it is thi s
same mystical "inner power," mistakenly supposed
to he God's holy spirit, that continues until this da y
conv i ncing thousands of devout souls that .God in -
tends to torment nine-tenths of His human creatures ;
that the holy spirit is a third part of a trinity of Gods ;
that man has an inherent immortal soul which eve n
God Himself cannot destroy ; and that those who have
accented "present truth" and are rejoicing in it ar e
the worst kind of heretics !

The foregoing is but one example of how Satan
leads us ay. ay from God through the influence of er-
ror—some who once rejoiced in present truth hav e
been led away so far as to even re-accept the immorta l
soul theory. Perhaps it wouldn ' t make so very much
difference to God just what theories we believe as
truth, were it not for the fact that our beliefs hav e
such a potent influence in what we do. If it were
merely a matter of memorizing a creed, probably on e
creed would be about as good as another, and ou r
choice would depend largely upon the human associa-
tions in which we find ourselves—as is so often th e
case in the nominal church . But it is throutgh th e
truth that we learn how to serve God, how to lov e
Him and trust Him. It is through the truth that H e
reveals I-Iimself to us and we become acquainted wit h
Him Hence the importance of doctrinal purity, a s
well as moral purity, in the Christian life.

Do Eternal Torture Advocates Know God ?

Through the prophet the Lord says, "Let him that
glorieth, glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving -
kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth ;
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord." (Jer .
9 : 23 .) Only through the truth can we understand
God in the manner here described. None of the coun-
terfeit leadings of the supposed holy spirit, from th e
death of the apostles down to the present time, hav e
resulted in a single individual ever learning to "kno w
God" as anything else than a God of fiendish torment .
It is only through the pure doctrines of the gospel o f
Christ that we have learned to know Him as a Go d
that delights in exercising "lovingkindness " in the
earth .

Yes, it is through the truth that God has invited u s
to cooperate with Him in the outworking of His
kind designs for the blessing of "all the families o f
the earth . " Through the truth we have learned that
He is now calling out and preparing a people who m
He will later use as a channel through which He wil l
dispense His promised blessings . Through the truth
we have been given the privilege of accepting the res-
ponsibilities of that high calling. Through the truth we

know that the present work of these called ones is no t
to convert the world, not to harangue the crowd . with
a message of fire and brimstone, not to reform the
governments of the world ; but to cooperate with God
in making ourselves ready for the Kingdom and to
assist and encourage others in this same preparatory
work . Since we do not know just where all our breth-
ren may be, we realize that God wants us to publicly
proclaim the glorious gospel as we have opportunity ,
so that all of His own may have the opportunity of
coming in contact with it ; and also in order that w e
ourselves may learn to love it more and more, an d
thus come more fully under its influence .

Thus to be cooperating with God, and to have th e
truth .and its spirit continually dominating and direct-
ing our lives, means that we are in the love of God .
If Satan through his erroneous teachings, no matte r
how harmless they may appear to be on the sur face ,
can induce us to lose interest in what God is doing ,
and to become interested . in other schemes and pur-
poses, then he has succeeded to that extent in sepa-
rating us from the love of God. It is not within th e
province of the Christian to judge as to the ultimate
end of those who are now being led away from the
truth, for the reason that we are unable to know th e
heart condition of our fellow brethren ; but it is certai n
that God now is lavishing His love only upon thos e
who are keenly alive to the importance of His great
plan of the ages and of the incoming Messianic King -
dom . Fanciful theories and interpretations, emotional
ecstasies, inner powers, and mountain-top exhilara-
tions of nerve centres may suffice for a time and b e
eccepted as sure evidence of God's love ; but in the
end it will be found that God has been dealing onl y
with those who were being guided by the spirit o f
His truth, with those in whom the gospel of Chris t
continues to be the real power of inspiration and
strength . This does not mean that the Christian wil l
not at times be on the mountain-top of joy ; in fact ,
he should be there much of the time ; but he must no t
permit his feelings to be his guide .

The Good Fight of Faith

Not only is the truth and. its spirit the great armo r
of protection for every Christian, but it will be neces-
sary for every Christian to wage a constantly active
warfare in order to maintain that armor . Near the
close of his career Paul wrote, "I have fought the goo d
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith ." (2 Tim. 4 : 7 .) Yes, Paul found it necessary to
put up a real fight in order to maintain his love fo r
the truth—"the faith, once delivered to the saints . "
In his day, even as now, there was vain philosoph y
and science falsely so-called!, against which it was neces-
sary for him to hold up the armor of truth .

But more today than at any other time is it neces-
sary for the Christian to exercise himself diligently i n
fighting for the truth and with the truth . But if we
are to fight a "good fight," it must be a kindly fight ;
a fight in which the spirit of the Lord and His trut h
will be the only weapons used . And these must b e
used unselfishly, for the protection of ourselves an d
others against the insidious attacks of our wily adver-
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sary, who continues to appear "as an angel of light, "
to lead us away from God and away from His love .

After the apostle tells us about the various part s
of the armor of God, he adds : " Praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watchin g
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication fo r
all saints ." (Eph . 6 : 18 .) Let us not forget the im-
portance of prayer in our Christian warfare . Let u s
come often and boldly to the throne of grace to obtain
help for every time of need . Let us come to God wit h
the prayer of thanksgiving also, telling Iiim of our

love for Hine and of our appreciation of His gloriou s
truth . Let us pray for one another . Yes, let us con-
tinue "instant in prayer," in order that we may main-
tain our "rejoicing in hope" firm unto the end, —
Rom. 12 : 12 .

"Re=training prayer, tye cease to fight ;
Prayer keeps die Christian ' s armor bright ;
And Satan trembles when he see s
The weakest saint upon his knees . "

(To be continued )

SONGS IN THE NIGH T
LTI-3OUGI-1 the nightingale sings during th e
nighttime, darkness is the time when mos t
birds are silent and hidden away in their cos y
nests . But we know' that they will sing agai n

in the morning-, and we look forward to it . We know
that at their convenience they will entertain u s
throughout the day, when not too busy with thei r
domestic affairs . Speaking of an evening in Paradise ,
the poet Milton wrote :

" Now came still evening on, and twilight gre y
Had in her sober livery all things clad .

Silence accompanied, for beast and bird ,
They to their grassy couch, these to their nest s

\V ere slunk--all but the wakeful nightingale "

The world ' s morning time now dawns, but it is not
yet fully here . When it comes, there will be songs o f
joy and gladness throughout the world. Regarding
that period David wrote, "Sorrow may endure for a
night, brut jov cometh in the morning ." (Psa. 30 : 5) .
Again he said, "Mv soul waiteth for the I .ord mor e
than they that watch for the morning . " (Psa . 130 : 6) .
Also the prophet Hosea said, "Then shall we know ,
if we follow on to know the Lord ; His going forth
is as the morning . " Solomon observes that the morn-
ing is the "time for the singing of birds ."—Cant . 2 : 12 .

Early Singer s

The world 's nighttime has been long and dreary ,
yet it has not been without its songs . Very early i n
the history of the human family the Lord found soni c
to sing His praises . So beautiful and so acceptable
was that early song of faith which Abel raised to God ,
that his sacrifice was approved and he received im-
mediate evidence of the blessing of the Most High .
Enoch also was one of the sweet singers of that earl y
age. While the darkness of sin and death lay upon
the land, back there over five thousand years befor e
the breaking forth of the present morning light of th e
blessed Messianic age, he sang of the coming of th e
Lord with all His saints, to execute the works o f
righteousness and justice in the earth and to convinc e
all the vricked of their ungodly deeds .

Evidently there always has been some of the divin e
plan and purpose revealed, sufficient to give assuranc e
to all those who possessed that rare element of fait h
in God . When Jehovah pronounced the sentence o f
death on our first parents, He nevertheless gave a ra y
of hope in the prophecy that `the seed of the woma n
shall bruise the serpent ' s head.' That star of hope has

shone throughout the darkest ages for those who hav e
looked for it, impelling songs of joy . It is only when
all hope is removed that one loses the power of song .
God alone has held the world's hope in His own keep-
ing, and has revealed it to This servants so that they
might have courage and zeal to witness for Him, an d
that the power of their faith might give them joy an d
songs, even in this nighttime of sin and death .

As ewe follow the course of God's dealing with Hi s
prophets . with the Jewish people, and with all Hi s
witnesses before the first coming of Christ, we find
that song after song arose from true and loyal hearts .
All these songs were based on the divine promises .
David was a prophet, and he made reference to "a n
instrument of ten strings ." This wonderful harp of liar-
monv manifestly pictures the great divine plan of th e
ages . Just how much of that plan David knew, we ar e
not fully informed ; but when he wrote such remark-
able songs as Psalms 2, 37 and 72, he must have be-
lieved that a great Kingdom of righteousness woul d
he inaugurated in God's due time, and that unde r
that divine regime all corruption, injustice, oppre s
sion, and wickedness of every kind would be des-
troved throughout the earth . In his mind's eve David
must have seen the Lord in His coming great glory ,
when He takes unto Himself His mighty power an d
establishes IIis universal reign on this planet.

David's Songs Were Propheti c

It is interesting to note to what extent the Psalmist' s
"songs in the night," as David so beautifully san g
them, deal with the experiences of God's faithful peo-
ple throughout the intervening centuries until now .
For example, in Psalm 116 he says : "I love the Lor d
because He bath heard my voice and my supplication .
Pecause He hath inclined His ear unto me, therefor e
will I call upon Him as long as I live . The sorrow s
of death compassed me, and the pains of hell (sheol )
gat hold upon me : I found trouble and sorrow . . .
The Lord preserveth the simple : I was brought low ,
and He helped me . Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul ,
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee . For Tho u
hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes fro m
tears and my feet from falling . I will walk before th e
Lord in the land of the living . . . I will offer to Thee
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the
name of the Lord . I will pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all His people. Precious in th e
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints . "
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Who is there among the Lord ' s people today wh o

cannot appreciate the sentiments of this beautiful son g
of praise? Yet it is hut one of the many "songs in th e
night" that God has had sung for our encouragement .
And we too can join with the prophet in singing i t
from the heart . We all can realize that the Lord heard
our voice and our supplication when we cried unto Him ,
and that He still harkens unto us in every time of need .
The sorrows of death and the pains of sheol follo w
the course of humanity, for all men are condemned i n
Adam . But God has delivered us from a state of con-
demnation, and has placed our feet on sal v ation' s
mighty rock—Christ Jesus . Daily now we can say ,
"Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul ; for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with thee ." Verily, our rest is in Him :
and we know that outside of Him there is no certainty ,
no assurance, no peace, no comfort, no rest.

That 116th Psalm is a consecration song . The Chris-
tian knows that to be consecrated in heart and life,
and to maintain that condition during each hour of th e
day, means to he in alignment with the great spiritua l
laws and forces of the Almighty . Such consecratio n
means pureness of motive and intention . It means lov e
of truth, because truth reveals the character of God .
It means courage to stand for principle and to defen d
it with "the sword of the spirit, which is the Word o f
God ." It means a discernment of the causes of gratitude ,
which are clearly manifest to us when we look fo r
thew. It means a constant searching of ways whereb y
to prove our love . It means holiness unto the Lord . I t
is a practical thing, a mighty thing, a thing that if
established and maintained is bound to win for us th e
eternal blessing of God .

The Song of Sanctification

When we speak of consecration we call attentio n
more especirally to our own side of the proposition o f
being a Christian . There is another term that suggest s
to our minds the part that God plays, and that is th e
word sanctification . In this connection Jesus prayed
to His Father regarding His followers, and said ,
"Sanctify them through thy Truth . Thy Word i s
truth ." The Apostle Paul said to his fellow Christians ,
"The very God of peace sanctify you wholly ." (1 Thes .
5 :23) . And again he said, "That He (God) might
sanctify and cleanse it (the church), with the washin g
of water (truth) by the Word ; that He might presen t
it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot o r
wrinkle or any such thing : but that it should be hol y
and without blemish ." (Eph . 5 :26, 27.) Of course,
the apostle says, "Sanctify the Lord God in you r
hearts ." (1 Pet . 3 : 15) . But we must remember w e
cannot sanctify God in the sense of making Him holy ,
for He already is holy ; but only in the sense of full y
recogniLnII His holiness, and keeping it ever to th e
fore in our own thoughts .

Thus (luring this nighttime of humanity the Chris-
tian can sing the song of sanctification. That is, he
sings of the part that God plays in the deliverance
and, salvation of His people . All things are of God .
In the first place, He provided the plan of salvation ,
and He also has furnished the means whereby we ca n
make progress in the straight and narrow way . The

means He has provided cannot fail if faithfully used ,
for God is at the back of it and working through it .
Sanctification means a full dependence on God as th e
source of all grace and blessing . It keeps us in closest
touch with Him who is engaged in "bringing many
sons to glory." "Lead me in Thy truth and teach me, "
cries the earnest, devoted heart ; "for Thou art the
God of my salvation . "

The Song of Faith

One of the sweetest theme songs in any age is th e
song of faith . And this song has its sweetest note when
the dark clouds of sorrow gather about us, and when
earthly sources of comfort and help seem far away .
A poor widow, arrested for vagrancy, was asked by the
judge if she had means of income . She replied, "Yes ,
I have nay two hands, my health, and above all, I hav e
my God ." The poorest Christian, rich in faith, is never
clown and out .

This attitude of faith, that can say, "I have God, "
no matter what the circumstances may be, is in itself
one of the mightiest of sermons and finest of songs .
Christians of strong faith give far more than they eve r
receive from the world, and, living on a higher plan e
than the rest of mankind, they can appraise the event s
of life with an eye to the prophecies which show them
the eventuation of all earthly affairs . Furthermore a
life daily lived in the power of faith is an upliftin g
force, even when it meets with opposition from worker s
of iniquity .

To assist us in cultivating faith the Apostle Pau l
wrote the 11th chapter of Hebrews, wherein he re -
counts the valiant deeds wrought by many of God' s
ancient worthy ones fighting "the good fight of faith "
through the long centuries of the past . He says tha t
these all (lied in faith, not having received the promises ;
but were persuaded of them, and embraced them b y
faith, and confessed that they were strangers and pil-
grims in the world ." Because of their faith they wil l
obtain a "better resurrection" than the rest of mankind .
The assurances of God were everything to them, and b y
embracing the divine promises of restoration they re-
mained strongly entrenched in their citadel of faith .

The Song of Love

The most comprehensive song, and manifestly th e
most helpful one that God has given us to sing (lurin g
this present nighttime, is the song of love . This is a
song that gathers into itself all the finest qualities of th e
Christian life. The apostle tells us that such things a s
faith, hope, meekness, endurance, unselfishness, etc . ,
all belong to the great ' love' family . He says . "Love i s
not provoked to anger . . . thinketh no evil . . . re-
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; . . .
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things ,
endureth all things . Love never faileth ." To learn t o
adequately sing the great love song is worthy of one' s
utmost endeavor, for it is the highest accomplishmen t
to which one can attain while tabernacling in the flesh .
A Bible commentator, speaking of love, has aptly said :

"Love is not, like justice, an exact principle to b e
measured and weighed . It is three-fold in its charac-
ter : it is pitiful ; it is sympathetic, in the sense of kin-
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ship of soul—affectionate ; it is reverential . These dif-
ferent forms of love are exercised according to th e
object upon which love is centered . Pity-love is the
lowest form of love ; it takes cognizance of even th e
vile and degraded, and is active in measures of relief .
Sympathetic love rises higher, and proffers fellowship ,
comradeship . But the reverential love rises above al l
these, and delights in the contemplation of the good .
the pure and, the beautiful . In this latter form we ma y
indeed love God supremely, as the impersonation of
all that is truly worthy of admiration and reverence ;
and will love our fellowmen in proportion as they bear
His likeness . The divine law commands love, both t o
God and to man . "

How perfectly Jesus knew the great song of love !
How fully He had known it up in the heavenly stat e
before He ever came to earth ! Of Him it was said tha t
"having loved His own that were with Him in th e
world, He loved them unto the end . " He Himself said ,
"The Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives ,
but to save them." We are told that He "had compas-
sion on the multitude. " He wept at the grave of Laza-
rus. He felt sadness for the poor groaning creation .
There was no place for bitterness or unkindness in Hi s
great and generous heart . His life moved on in tun e
with the harmonies of heaven . He knew the divine
lovesong from beginning to end . In singing that song
He made no discords . And He has set forth the musi c
of that song as no one else has ever rendered it from
the creation of the world .

A Song That Few Can Sing

And how wonderfully well John the Apostle learned
this same song of love! He also suggests that ou r
singing of this song is the criterion of our standin g
with God, saying that "we know that we have passe d
from death unto life, because we love the brethren . "
He also says, "He that loveth not his brother who m
he bath seen, how can he love God whom he bath no t
seen?" " Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
of God ; and everyone that loveth is begotten of God ,
and knoweth God . " "God is love ; and he that dwel-
leth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him ." "H e
that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and ther e
is none occasion of stumbling in him ."—1 John 3 : 14 ;
4 :20 ; 4 : 7 ; 2 :10 .

Ah, yes, here is the grandest of all the songs of th e
night—the song of love . As the realization of divin e
love becomes sweeter as the clays go by, so this lov e
song assumes a fuller and richer tone. In the 14th
chapter of Revelation the church class is pictured as
standing on Mount Zion singing the song of divin e
love, to the accompaniment of the harps of God. "And
no man could learn that song but the hundred forty
and four thousand, which were redeemed from the
earth . " How strange that so few could learn a son g
like this !

In the fable of the nightingale it is said that he di d
not wish to be equalled by the other birds, so he de-
termined to sing at night time when the rest of th e
feathered choir would be in their nests and, would no t
he able to get near him to learn his song . The Chris-
tian learns the song of love more perfectly as he keep s
close to God, in the spirit of prayer and praise, and

by daily contact with His Word. And how wonderful
it is to realize that an important part of the great pla n
of the eternal God of the universe is being accomplishe d
in us . We should pray that there be no short-circuitin g
of the spirit of divine grace and truth, but that unde r
every circumstance God 's will may be done in our
hearts and minds without any mental resistance on our
part . Then we shall be able to sing as do all those wh o
have caught higher visions than the things of thi s
world . Our whole life then will be a song, even as th e
life of Jesus was a song, and as also the lives of al l
the faithful disciples of the Master have been song s
for the past nineteen hundred years .

The Divine Plan as an Oratorio

An oratorio is a musical composition of many parts ,
all blended together into the main theme chosen by th e
composer . Handel's "Messiah" is a composition of thi s
kind. Such a masterpiece invariably reminds us of th e
Divine Plan of the Ages . Here indeed are various part s
—creation, the divine promise of restoration, the birth
of Jesus, the ransom, the resurrection of Christ, th e
call of the church, the future exaltation of the church ,
and the ultimate blessing of all mankind . Was there
ever anything so wonderful as this? Can we sing it ?

Where are those harps of ours? If for any reaso n
we have laid them aside, let us get them out and tun e
them up. They were not intended for disuse . As we
endeavor to give to others some benefit from the la y
of love and faith and hope which we sing, our ow n
hearts will rejoice with exceeding great joy, and we'l l
have assurance that God is using us for some grea t
purpose of His own .

"NN hat though my joy and comfort die ,
The Lord my Saviour liveth ;

What though the darkness gather round ,
Songs in the night He giveth .

No storm can shake my inmost calm ,
While to that refuge clinging ;

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth ,
How can I keep from singing? "

How, indeed? We have assurance that our King wil l
soon declare Himself, and that ere long to Him "every
knee shall bow and every tongue confess ." We behold
the old order dissolving before our eyes, and men are at
their wits' end to know what to do to solve the moment-
ous problems that now face the world . We know that
we now have but a brief witness to give, and then we'l l
hear the call to "come up higher ." Truly the great
song of redemption and divine love and grace was never
so sweet and precious to us as at the present time .

Who wants to sing the songs of God, especially th e
song of His great plan of salvation and deliverance ?
Let us get closer together in the relationship of love .
Let us blend our hearts and voices in the music that
God has so carefully written for us . Let us keep singin g
on and on into the Kingdom . And when we get ther e
we' ll still keep on singing, "in a nobler, sweeter strain, "
through the ages of the ages, this great love-song o f
gratitude and praise to the beneficent Father of al l
mercies, the Author of all truth and the Dispenser o f
all love .



T H E D A W N

THE SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEE P
("Oneness of the Seed"—Part 7)

"I am the Good Shepherd : the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep . "—JoHN 10 : 11 .
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N THE symbolism of the shepherd and th e
sheep we have a beautiful lesson of Jesus '
loving watchcare over His followers and also
of the Christian ' s dependence upon Christ for

food and for protection . While the 'Captain and soldier '
picture illustrates the necessity of strength and courag e
on the part of every Christian, the 'shepherd and sheep '
picture emphasizes more particularly the thought o f
meekness and a willingness to be led, on the part of th e
consecrated believer, Both of these qualities are ne-
cessary in the Christian life ; and Jesus is our Captai n
in the Christian warfare, and also the Shepherd and
caretaker of us as "sheep . "

In many of the other pictures of Christ and th e

chur ch the followers of the Master are shown as taking

an active part in cooperating with Him . The Christian
soldier, for example, must "fight the good fight o f

faith " ; the prospective bride of Christ must "mak e

herself ready " to meet and be united with her Bride -

groom ; but as sheep the Christian church is show n
almost altogether in a passive role of dependency, wit h
their activity limited to that of meekly listening to the
voice of the Good Shepherd and humbly following wher e

He leads ; meanwhile thankfully feeding in the "gree n

pastures " which His love ever provides .
The loving watchcare of Jesus over His followers i s

beautifully illustrated in the customs of the Easter n

shepherd and his flock. Jesus said : "But he that enter-
eth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep . To him

the porter openeth ; and the sheep hear his voice ; and h e
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out .
And when he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth
before them, and the sheep follow him : for they know

his voice. And a stranger will they not follow ; but wil l

flee from him : for they know not the voice of stran-
gers . "—John 10 : 2-5 .

Jesus became the Deliverer and Caretaker of th e
sheep in God's appointed way ; namely, through th e
keeping of the law and the sacrifice of His life as thei r

Redeemer . Be is the Good Shepherd that gave His life
for the sheep . He did not "climb up some other way, "
as many in the past had clone, and as many still continu e
to do. In His use of the shepherd symbolism Jesu s
refers to the "porter " who openeth the door of th e
sheepfold when the true shepherd appears . As Jesus
was speaking directly to Jewish converts, the "porter "
evidently has reference to the law under which the y
were held in bondage, or "shut up " until the true
shepherd appeared . But Jesus ' faithfulness in laying
down His life for the sheep meant that He was th e
rightful Shepherd, and was fully qualified to lead th e
sheep out into freedom and into the green pasture s
which His Heavenly Father had provided .

"He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth befor e
them " The Good Shepherd does not "put forth" Hi s
sheep by driving and coercing them ; but rather H e
"goeth before them " and leads them, "for they know
His voice . " And what a wonderful voice is that of th e
Good Shepherd ! It is a blending of all the beautiful

tones of the divine plan, and in a manner in which
they could be blended by no other voice . His voice
sounds forth the chord of justice commingled with th e
chord of love, and the whole is intoned with divine
wisdom and power . Other schemes, theories and plans
of men and of devils have no such harmony of sound
as has the glorious message that comes to us throug h
the voice of the Good Shepherd . When the true sheep
hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, it satisfies their
longings as nothing else can do . No longer will the y
be attracted by other sounds or voices, theories o r
schemes, but will reply to all : "Jesus has satisfied ,
Jesus is mine . "

"He Calleth His Sheep by Name"

The shepherds of the East give a name to each
member of their flocks, which the sheep soon learn ,
and to which they instantly respond . In the dry season
many shepherds with their flocks meet at regular
times around the wells, and all the flocks mingle a t
the troughs, drinking . Then when all are satisfied ,
the various shepherds move off in different directions ,
each calling his own sheep ; and immediately they fol-
low, every one its own shepherd, with scarcely a pos-
sibilitv of mistake. In this intimacy of relationship be-
tween the shepherd and the sheep we not only hav e
a wonderful picture of Jesus' tender and affectionat e
care for His sheep, but also of their humble and instan t
obedience to Him as their Shepherd .

Sheep are remarkable for their mutual affection .
They love to feed with their heads close together, tw o
or three of them frequently keeping their heads so close
as to seem like the parts of one animal . The sudden
start of a single member of a flock affects the whole ,
as if they were connected by nerves or chords of mutua l
affection. When one is accidentally separated from it s
companions, the cries of uch a sheep or lamb, as it runs
anxiously about, are piteous . What a wonderful illus-
tration this is of that "tie that binds our hearts in
Christian love ." Do we today have that same mutual
affection toward all the sheep of the Lord's pastu r e? Do
we feel the same keen sense of loss when denied th e
fellowship of the Lord's saints ?

But there is another remarkable thing about sheep
that is well to consider . While they have great affec-
tion for each other, vet their affection for their shep-
herd is stronger than their mutual attachment . Him
thev will follow, even though he lead them away fro m
their friends, yea, even from their young . How import-
ant it is for us to have this same strong love for th e
Good Shepherd! "Where He leads me I shall follow . "
should be the attitude of every true sheep ; even though
such faithful obedience might lead us out into a wilder-
ness for the time, aavav from others of like preciou s
faith, away from everything but Him and our dea r
Heavenly Father .

Such willingness to follow our Shepherd whither-
soever He may lead, irrespective of the wishes or pref -
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erences of others, or even of our own, is a necessary
element of true Christian character . We do not alway s
know, in fact we seldom can know in advance, what i s
best for us . Perhaps not all of those with whom w e
may I c associated It any particular time are the Lord' s
true sheep . Although we may have learned to love
certain associations and are loath to leave them, yet
the superior wisdom and love of the Shepherd ma y
cause Him to lead us forth measurably alone for a time .
Even though those within the circle of our fellowshi p
are truly the Lord's, vet His wisdom may see that i t
would be well for us to step out alone for awhile in
order that we might learn to trust Him more impli-
citly, rather than to lean too trustfully upon ou r
brethren .

In short, the love of the true sheep for the Goo d
Shepherd supercedes all other considerations . They are
willing to leave all that properly belongs to them, eve n
though such things may seem pleasant to them, if an d
when they hear Him call . And even though He call s
them into places and conditions where the difficultie s
seem ,great . or apparently insurmountable, vet they ar e
trustfully happy in Him, content through every tria l
to feel His care protecting them, fearful only that they
may not have His continual presence--"Content what -
ever lot I see, since ' tis my Lord that leadeth me . "

Under Shepherds—True and False

When sheep are without the care of a shepherd, a s
is generaly the case in this country where they are con -
fined by fences, they form the habit of attaching them -
selves to one of their own number . This one acts a s
their leader, whom they follow as trustfully as the y
would their master . But if they have neither a shepher d
nor one of their awn number to lead, they become
easily distracted, and may scatter in every directio n
at any alarming sound . In this respect also we find the
true, sheep-like characteristic manifested among the
true followers of the Master . While Jesus is the Chief
Shepherd, in the Heavenly Father's plan He has ar-
ranged for some among the sheep to act in the capa-
city of under-shepherds . Herein, however, lies one of
the greatest dangers confronting the true sheep .

The Apostle Paul, in his day, admonished the breth-
ren to follow him as he followed the Lord . To be whol-
ly humble and faithful in following the Chief Shepher d
is the most important qualification of an under-shep-
herd . Such an under-shepherd will have the same in-
terest in all the sheep as has the Chief Shepherd . He
will he glad to serve the sheep, rather than expect th e
sheep to serve him . Like the Chief Shepherd, he wil l
eledly lay down his life for the sheep . As a rule the
true sheep of the Lord's pasture are quick to note thes e
qualifications, or the lack of them, in those with who m
they are associated ; but to be able to have this kee n
spiritual discernment requires a close and intimat e
acquaintance with the Chief Shepherd—to know Ilis
ways and His spirit .

A lack of true spiritual discernment on the part o f
the Lord's sheep . especially with respect to those wh o
would serve them as under-shepherds, ofttimes lead s
to temporary disaster, and the sheep find themselve s
scattered and for a time bewildered . Ravenous wolves

in sheep 's clothing are always seeking an opportunit y
to "draw away followers" after them . The natural ten-
dency of the sheep to attach themselves to one of thei r
own number makes the ever-present wolf-menace an
exceedingly serious one . It is a matter that calls fo r
paii'staking watchfulness on the part of every one o f
the Lord's true sheep .

When any ambitious and hungry wolves get in
among the flock we may be quite sure there will b e
some trouble ahead . But if the sheep are wholly faith-
ful in following the leadership of the Chief Shepherd .
;it'd are a unit in their loyalty to Him, cooperating with
those of their own number only insofar as they ar e
faithfully copying the example of the Chief Shepher d
in displaying unselfish interest in the flock, then th e
wolves are not able to do much if any harm ; becaus e
the Shepherd not only leads His flock, hut He als o
cares for and protects those who are faithfully follow-
ing Him .

It is when the sheep, either as groups or as indi-
viduals, permit themselves to wander away from th e
Chief Shepherd, and to measurably forget or ignor e
the kind and loving spirit of His leadership, that the y
fall prey to the hungry wolves that destroy and devou r
them. These wolves do not always make their appear-
ance from outside sources . "Of your own selves shal l
men arise," declares the apostle, "`not sparing th e
f l ock . " Masquerading as sheep, and dwelling amon g
them for some time, these wolves learn some of the
sheep 's way and mannerisms. For a time they may
even feign a shepherd-like interest in the sheep . But
the wolves are too selfish to long conceal their rea l
character . Soon they begin to bite and devour th e
sheep. They reveal themselves as drivers, instead o f
humble leaders who follow' the Chief Shepherd . Instead
of caring for the sheep, they use the sheep to their ow n
selfish advantage .

Our Protection Amid Dange r

When these awol 'es are discovered to he operatin g
among the flock the proper thing for the sheep to d o
is to listen the more intently for the voice of the Goo d
Shepherd, and seek to follow more closely to Him, fo r
herein lies their real protection . Often, however, th e
sheep fail to do this . Instead, on account of the distress
and excitement that has been caused by the attack of
the wolv es, they fail for a time to discern the Shep-
herd's voice and become bewildered and scattered . But
even here the loving, tender care of the Shepherd i s
over them Patiently He continues to call until the
scattered sheep are able to recognize His own swee t
voice above the din of confusing noises that continues t o
distract and confuse ; and when they recognize tha t
voice again, and return to His unselfish leadership ,
He graciously and lovingly receives them and care s
tenderly for them in the luxuriant, green pastures o f
His grace . Oh what compassion, what forgiving an d
tender love, has the Good Shepherd for His sheep !

While selfish, ravenous wolves in sheep's clothin g
have always endeavored to feed upon the Lord's tru e
sheep while feigning to represent the Good Shepher d
in their midst, yet the Lord has never failed to provid e
true under-shepherds, even as He has always provided
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every other need of the sheep ; although at times th e
Good Shepherd permits trials and difficulties to com e
to His sheep m connection with false shepherds, i n
order that they might learn to exercise a keener spi-
ritual discernment . To some extent the intimate ac-
quaintance and fellowship of the sheep with the Goo d
Shepherd is revealed by their ability to discern Hi s
characteristics in others of their own number, an d
especially in those to whom they would look as under -
shepherds .

All true under-shepherds will have the same unself-
ish characteristics as the Chief Shepherd, and will fol-
low faithfully wherever He may lead . Through suc h
faithful ones the Good Shepherd will utter His "voice"
and lead His own sheep to pasture and to rest . Unde r
the influence of IIis reassuring voice the sheep wil l
indeed find rest of faith and confidence . They will no t
be continually fearful and agitated . Even in the "pres-
ence of their enemies" they will partake of the feas t
which the Lord provides, and will continue to trust-
fully and humbly listen to His voice .

Not only will the faithful under-shepherds have th e
voice as the Chief Shepherd—the same Word, the sam e
good tidings--hurt they will have the same devotion t o
the interests of the sheep . They will delight to follow
the example of the Good Shepherd, and will cooperat e
with Him in leading the sheep into the rich green pas-
tures and the still waters of present truth . They wil l
also seek to preserve the liberties of the sheep, and
will not attempt to pen them up as their own, nor seek
to make merchandise of them .

The Rod and Staff

The Good Shepherd's love for His sheep is no t
such as to prevent His kind use of the chastening rod .
"Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth," is one of th e
underlying principles of the Heavenly Father's dealing s
with us, and the Good Shepherd carries out this sam e
principle in His unselfish care for His sheep . Jesus
does not particularly refer to this in His lesson on th e
Shepherd and the sheep, but it is set before us clearly i n
the prophetic psalm on the subject—in the words, "Thy
rod and Thy staff, they comfort me ."—Psalm 23 .

The symbolism of the `rod and staff' seems to sugges t
that while the Good Shepherd goes before and lead s
rather than drives the sheep, nevertheless He has suc h
an interest and care that He will not suffer one of th e
sheep to wander away without administering certai n
chastisement designed for its good, to correct it and to
bring it back into fellowship with the flock . This is a
"comfort," even as the Psalmist declares, yet it should
certainly be the desire of all true sheep to follow the
Good Shepherd so closely that the rod shall not ofte n
be necessary .

Those who have studied the characteristics of shee p
tell us that one of their noteworthy traits is thei r
memory of kindness . Says one writer, "They neve r
forget a little present of salt or grain, or a kind act o f
protection from danger ; every benefit they repay wit h
affection." How fully this should be the attitude of the
Lord's sheep ! Indeed, His true sheep have been led
to follow Him because of His love for them. "The love
of Christ constraineth us," writes the apostle . Yes, it

constrains us to lay aside every other consideration i n
order that we may simply follow Him . The Heavenl y
Father's loving kindness, operating through the Goo d
Shepherd, we learn to esteem as "better than life . "

True Sheep Respond to Love

This reciprocal love of the sheep toward the Goo d
Shepherd is one of the very necessary qualities of th e
Christian life . It is not wise, ordinarily, to mix th e
symbolism ," of the Scriptures, hut there is a certai n
sense in which Jesus Himself is a member of th e
Father's Flock . He is the Lamb that was slain and that
taketh away the sin of the world . It was to take awa y
our sins that the Good Shepherd gave His life for th e
sheep . Now the true sheep are invited to follow in Hi s
steps in this respect also—not that they help to pa y
the ransom, but as sharing with Him in His suffering .
And it requires the sheep-like quality of appreciatio n
to help inspire the Christian to endure the suffering s
of the narrow way .

But God's love, and the love of the Good Shepher d
have too great a constraining influence in our lives t o
permit even the most severe or fiery trials to draw u s
away from them, or to listen to other "voices ." not
even to the voices that may offer an easier way int o
the Kingdom. Paul says, "Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, o r
persecution . or famine, or nakedness or peril, or sword ?
As it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day
long ; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter," —
Rom . g :35, 36 .

Another characteristic of sheep is patience . It is sai d
that when a sheep is caught by its shearer there is a t
first a struggle, until it finds that it is firmly held an d
cannot get away. Then it gives up entirely . Even if it i s
hurt it shows neither resentment nor resistance ; i t
realizes it is in the hands of the shearer, and become s
perfectly resigned and patient .

The Good Shepherd, to be sure, does not "shear" His
sheep, yet He does "try" us ; and this quality of pa-
tience is a very necessary one for the Lord 's true sheep
to possess . They must indeed be resigned, under the
care of the Good Shepherd, fully trusting Him, regard -
less of where He may lead . The Psalmist has well said ,
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shado w
of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art with me :
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me ." (Ps . 23 : 4) .
It will be necessary for each of us to walk all the wa y
through this "valley of the shadow' of death," befor e
we reach the full end of the way ; and herein will be
the need of much patience and humble submission, bu t
"he that endureth to the end shall be saved . "

Brethren, what a wonderful lesson we have in th e
shepherd and the sheep! How beautifully it illustrates
this essential phase of our oneness in Him, through
humbly following His leadings and thankfully acceptin g
of the bounties which He supplies, and responding t o
IIis kindness by giving ourselves wholly to Him. May
we all seek more faithfully day by day to display thes e
valuable sheep-like qualities in our Christian life .



"This Same Jesus"

UESTION : In Acts 1 : 11 we read, "This
same Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven shall so cone in like manner as ye haz y
seen Hint gee into heaven ." Does this not indi-

cate that when Jesus returns at His second advent H e
will come in a body of flesh, and will be visible to al l
mankind ?

ANSWER : The expression "this same Jesus," does
not refer to Jesus' physical body but to Jesus as a per-
sonality . We have a similar expression in the firs t
chapter of the Gospel of St . John, where it is said con-

cerning the Logos that "the same was in the beginnin g
with Glad ." Later in the chapter we are told that thi s
same Jesus was made flesh . The thought is that th e
personality formally known as the Logos was made
flesh and dwelt upon the earth as a human being . .At
the time of Jesus' resurrection He experienced an -
other change of nature—from human to divine—bu t
He was still the same personality .

It is impossible for human beings to see divine be-
ings, hence it was necessary for the risen Jesus to ap-
pear to His disciples in human form in order that
they might he assured of the great fact of His resur-
rection . It was thus that He had appeared to them jus t
before His ascension : and the fact of Ilis leaving earth
and returning to the courts of heaven was visibly
demonstrated to them . But when the angels subse-
quently announced that "this same Jesus" shall retur n
they did not mean that at His second advent He woul d
be manifested in a body of flesh and visible to physica l
human eyes .

The angel said this same Jesus will come again "in
like manner, " but he did not say that men shall se e
Him come in like manner .

The manner of His going was quiet and unobserved ,
except by His few immediate disciples . His return wil l
be in like manner—unobserved by the world . fie return s
stealthily, as a "thief in the night" to the world ; but
His faithful followers know of and rejoice in Hi s
presence—"Ye brethren shall not be in darkness tha t
that day should not overtake you as a thief ."--J Thos .
5 : 1-4 .

"And the Door Was Shut "

QUESTION : In the parable of the wise and foolis h
virgins it is said that after the wise virgins had entere d
in with the Bride groom "the door was shut ." Does
this not indicate that there will be no fu r ther opportunity
for salvation after the second coining of Christ ?

ANSWER : No! This parable does not deal wit h
the general subject of salvation at all, but merely illus-

trates certain important facts relative to the privileg e
of becoming joint-heirs with Jesus in the future King-
dom work. The difficulty many have had in tinder -
standing this parable, as well as other passages tha t
apply exclusively to the church, is that they have faile d
to recognize the fact that up until the present time
or throughout the Gospel age—the Lord has not been
trying to convert the world, but is merely preparin g
the way for accomplishing that great work in the future.

The opportunity for salvation for the world in gene-
ral will come after the second coming of Christ has be-
come manifest to all . This is clearly shown by th e
Apostle Peter in Acts 3 : 19-21, where we are told that
when Christ returns there will be "times of restitutio n
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth o f
all His holy prophets since the world began ." In Reve-
lation 22 : 17 the "bride" of Christ, the "wise virgin "
class, is represented as offering these restitution bless-
ings to the people . The Revelator says, "And the spiri t
and the bride say, Come . And let him that heareth say ,
Come . And let him that is athirst come . And whosoeve r
will, let him take the water of life freely . "

Thus we see that when the "wise virgins " enter i n
to the marriage, and are finally united with the heaven-
ly Bridegroom in Kingdom glory, instead of it mean -
ing the end of all hope of salvation for others, it wil l
mark the beginning of real opportunity for the blinded
and distressed world of mankind . There is no "Bride"
of Christ until after the "marriage of the Lamb" takes
place . (Rev. 19 : 7.) Hence the general invitation ex-
tended by the "bride ." asking whosoever will to come
"and partake of the water of life freely," cannot preced e
but must follow the time described in the parable whe n
the virgins enter into the marriage .

Through a failure to understand the great plan of God ,
the erroneous conception popularly prevails that God i s
now doing all He can to "convert" sinners, in orde r
that He may be able to take them to heaven when they
die : and that all those who are not converted will go t o
a hell of eternal torment . This, at least, is the teachin g
of so-called orthodoxy : although but few intelligent
people these days are willing to admit that they reall y
believe it . The Scriptural teaching is that God has se t
aside the thousand-year period of Christ's reign as th e
time when the whole world will be blessed with a tru e
knots ledge of Him and he given an opportunity to obey
Pis laws and live everlastingly . Those who are not
"converted " at that time will he "destroyed from
amongst the people . (Acts 3 : 23 .) Meanwhile a prepa-
ration work is being carried on, in the selection an d
development of those who are to be joint-heirs with
Christ in that future Kingdom work . These are th e
"wise virgins " who now enter in to the marriage .
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The Year 1914 in Prophec y

OI7ESTION : Did not Bible Students predict th e
end of the world zoonld take place in the year 1914 ?
Do they still say the world ended at that time ?

ANSWER : The expression "end of the world " to
most people means the complete burning up or des-
truction of this physical planet upon which we live.
The group of Christians known as "Bible Students "
teach that the world will never come to an end, in tha t
sense ; for the earth will never be destroyed. Bible Stu -
dents believe the Bible when it says that "The earth
abideth forever" (Eccl . 1 : 4) ; and that the earth wa s
`"formed to be inhabited " (Isa. 45 : 18) ; and that thi s
earth will "yield her increase " and become fully inhab-
ited by the restored human race (luring the resurrec-
tion period ; and that as many as obey the laws of the
Kingdom of Christ, which then will be established, wil l
have the privilege of living upon the earth forever .
Thus it is clear that there never was any expectation
on the part of Bible Students that the earth woul d
"come to an end " in 1914 .

However, Bible chronology points out the fact tha t
the year 1914 was to mark the end of the "Times o f
the Gentiles . " This fact was noted by students of th e
Scr iptures, particularly by Pastor C . T. Russell, man y
years prior to that (late . The "Gentile Times," as out-
lined in the Bible, is described as a period during whic h
God would grant a definite lease of power to various
Gentile nations of the earth with opportunity to do th e
best they could to rule themselves . The Apostle Pau l
alludes to this when he says that "the powers that b e
are ordained of God . " (Rom . 13 : 1) . This is no autho-
rity for the doctrine of the "divine right of kings ", but
it does show that Gentile governments had been grante d
certain special privileges at the hand of God .

This lease of power to the Gentiles began in the yea r
606 B . C., at which time God, through His prophet ,
declared to the King of Babylon, "Wheresoever th e
children of men dwell, . . . bath He given into thine
hand, and made thee ruler over them all ." (Dan . 2 : 38) .
The. Scriptures show clearly—although we will not
take space here to examine the prophecies bearing on
the point—that the "Gentile Times " was to be a period
of 2,520 years. This period, beginning in 606 B . C . ,
of course would end in the year 1914 A . D. Seeing that
all Gentile kingdoms of earth must fall prior to the
full establishment of the Kingdom of Christ—becaus e
it is to take their place—Pastor Russell and others onc e
concluded that the year 1914 may mark the full end o f
these governments, and that Christ's Kingdom would
be fully established soon thereafter .

This was a long step in advance of the dark-age theo-
logy, which had taught the literal burning up of th e
earth within a few hours at the "crack of doom " on the
"last day . " Instead of this, Christians now came t o
realize that the earth is not to be destroyed at all, an d
that the end of the world merely means the end of th e
present social order . But Bible Students still were t o
learn that even the destruction of "the kingdoms of
this world" would not be accomplished in a few hours
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or a few days, nor even in a few years ; but that a
rather prolonged space of time—a gradual transition
period—must elapse, during which the many Gentil e
kingdoms, through innate selfishness, rivalry and eco-
nomic pressure, would gradually bring about their own
destruction .

Some time prior to 1914 Pastor Russell came to se e
that the chronological end of "Gentile Times" woul d
not mark the full end of all Gentile kingdoms, bu t
rather the beginning of the end—the initial spasm of th e
travail that would finally usher in the birth of the new
order . And this is exactly what occurred ; for 1914
marked a definite change in the whole outlook of worl d
affairs . Since that time kingdom after kingdom ha s
fallen, never to rise again . While there has been a grea t
hue and cry on every hand about returning to "normal-
cy", far-seeing statesmen today realize that pre-war
conditions can never be restored . Every effort to stabi-
lize the world since 1914 has failed .

The world war of 1914-1918 greatly weakened al l
the nations . The "great depression" , is another of the
destructive "spasms" that marks the end of the old order .
has brought the world still nearer to the point of col -
lapse . And now the ominous clouds of another worl d
war are hovering over Europe and other continents .
"War is inevitable", say the experts ; while economist s
and statesmen declare that another war will mean "the
end of civilization . "

In view of all this, who can say that the year 191 4
did not mark the beginning of the end? Yes, it marke d
the great turning point between the old and the ne w
dispensations. Since that date the old order has bee n
rapidly going to pieces . Meanwhile a definite prepara-
tory work for the incoming Messianic Kingdom has
been going on. Important transitional changes are takin g
place in the land of Palestine, where, according to di -
vine prophecy, the restoration of Israel is to take place ;
and that "holy land " is yet to become the earthly head -
quarters of the coming Kingdom of God .—Micah
4 : 1-4 .

The Keys of the Kingdo m

QUESTION : What did Jesus mean when He said
to Peter, "I will give unto thee the keys of the King-
dom of heaven"?Matt . 16 : 19 .

ANSWER : A misunderstanding of this text ha s
formed the basis for the erroneous theory that Pete r
stands at the "pearly gates " of heaven, to admit or to
reject the many applicants who seek admission int o
the traditional heavenly home of the "saved ". It should
be noted, however, that the keys given to Peter were
keys of the Kingdom of heaven, and not keys of heaven
itself . This "Kingdom", says the Revelator, comes dow n
from God out of heaven, and is established right her e
on earth . Undoubtedly there is a definite somewhere i n
the vast universe from which God directs His great en-
terprises of governing the affairs of His animate an d
inanimate creations ; and the Bible gives the nam e
"heaven" to this center of divine control .

But the expression "Kingdom of heaven ", as used
here by our Lord, is descriptive of that new govern-
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meat that will be established on the earth at the hand s
of Christ and His church—the government that is t o
rule and bless the world for a thousand years, and fo r
which we are taught to pray, "Thy Kingdom come " .
It is described as the "Kingdom of heaven " because
it is of heavenly origin . That is to say, it will not b e
a man-made Kingdom . It is a Kingdom that originated
in the divine mind, and will come into being by divin e
authority .

Daniel says, "the God of heaven shall set up a King-
dom". (Dan. 2 : 44) . Paul tells us that Abraham "looke d
for a city (Kingdom) that hat]] foundations, whos e
builder and maker is God" . (Heh. 11 : 10) . And i n
Revelation 21 : 1, this "city" or Kingdom is pictured
as coming down "from God out of heaven " . Testis is t o
be the spiritual King over the earth in this comin g
Kingdom, and will have with ITim a group of 144,000
associate spiritual kings, who will have attained tha t
position through obediently following in His footstep s
faithfully "even unto death ." The selection of thes e
"joint-heirs" with Jesus in the heavenly Kingdo m
began at Pentecost, and still continues	 but the selec-
tion is now almost complete .

Now when Jesus said to Peter that He would giv e
him the "keys" of the "Kingdom of heaven" He simpl y
meant that Peter was to be one principally i_ised in th e
beginning of the age to open up privileges to both
Jews and Gentiles, that they may, if faithful, get into
this Kingdom class and eventually become Icings .

The "keys" are not literal, but merely illustrative o f
the authority to unlock . In fulfilment of Jesus' promise ,
Peter, as the chief spokesman on the day of Pentecost ,
was the one whom the Lord used in first introducin g
the Gospel of the Kingdom to the thousands of Jew s
there assembled . Three and a half years later, Pete r
again was the one used of the Lord when the tim e
came for the Gospel of the Kingdom to go to the Gen-
tiles : for he was the one whom the Lord sent to Cor-
nelius, the first Gentile convert . Thus it was that Pete r
used the "keys of the Kingdom of heaven", by being
the one privileged to first reveal, to both Jews and Gen -
tiles ,the opportunity to be associated with Jesus i n
the future work of the long-promised Kingdom of God .

Man Turned to Destruction

QUESTION : What does the Psalmist incan when
he says of Cod, "Thou tur)rest man to destruction ; and'
saves'', Return, ye children of men"? Psalm 91 : 3 .

ANSWER : This statement evidently is a referenc e
to the fact that the whole world of mankind has com e
under condemnation to death because of sin . In Romans
S : 12 the apostle explains the philosophy of how ma n
was "turned to destruction", saying, "Wherefore, a s
by one man sin entered into the world, and death b y
sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that all hav e
sinned . "

But the destruction of Adam' s posterity on accoun t
of original sin is not to be an everlasting destruction ;
for, as the Psalmist declares, the Lord is yet to say ,
"Return, ye children of men!" The fact of man's des-
truction and subsequent restoration to life is similarly

set forth in 1 Samuel 2 : 6, which reads, "The Lord
killeth and maketh alive ; He bringeth down to th e
grave (shcol, the Bible hell), and bringeth up . "

Now the fact of man's condemnation to death o n
account of sirs, and his subsequent resurrection fro m
death through the grace of God, thus so clearly se t
forth in these and other Old Testament passages, i s
also reiterated in the New Testament ; and there th e
great truth is made plain that this future hope of res-
urrection is based upon the ransom sacrifice of Jesus —
that His death paid the penalty that was resting agains t
all mankind : thus providing a way of escape . In the
passage already quoted from Paul's letter to the churc h
at Rome, the apostle continues by saying, "Therefore ,
as by the offense of one (Adam), judgment came upo n
all men to condemnation : even so by the righteousness
of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justificatio n
of life . "

fn 1 Corinthians 15 : 22 we read, "Tor as in Ada m
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ." In
Romans 6 :23 we read, "The wages of sin is death ,
but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord ." Thus we see that the Psalmist stated a fun-
damental fact of the plan of redemption and salvation
when he said that God "turneth man to destruction ,
and sanest, Return, ye children of men!"

We see the world of destruction going on everywher e
around us . Death and its concomitants is everywher e
apparent . As yet there is no evidence of man's restora-
tion to life . Indeed, it is not vet God's due time for th e
restoration work to be accomplished, . But the ranso m
has been provided in the death of God's beloved son ;
and by faith we can look forward to the time when "al l
who are in the graves shall hear His voice and shal l
come forth" . (John 5 : 28) . It will be in this manner ,
and at that time, that Jehovah will say . "Return, ve
children of men!" This ultimately will mean a restora-
tion to perfect and everlasting life upon the earth, fo r
as many as will then obey the laws of the heavenly
'Kingdom

The Pittsburgh Annual Conventio n

Information from the brethren in Pittsburgh, Pa. ,
indicates that plans are al r eady in the making fo r
their Seventh Annual Reunion Convention in October .
The first of these reunion conventions assembled there
in the fall of 1929 ; and they have been held there each
year since. accompanied by increased interest and bles-
sing for all who have been able to attend . Even those
who could not attend have had the essence and spiri t
of these conventions brought to them by means of th e
printed Annual Reports . These conventions are spon-
sored by the local ecclesia of Associated Bible Student s
of Pittsburgh, and are doing much to encourage loyal-
ty to the truth and to promote the spirit of true Chris-
tian liberty among the brethren . Full details of thi s
year's program will be published in the next edition
of Bible Students News, and additional informatio n
will also be given in the October issue of The Dawn .



International Sunday School Lesson s

When I call to remembrance the un-

feigned faith that is in thee, which dwel t

first in thy grandfather Lois, and thy

mother Eunice ; and I am persuade] that

in thee also.

Wherefore I put thee in remembranc e

that thou stir up the gift of God which

is in thee by the putting on of thy hands .

For God hath not given us the spiri t

of fear, but of power, and of love, and

of a sound mind .

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the

testimony of our Lord, nor of me Hi s

prisoner : but be thou partaker of the

afflictions of the Gospel according to the

power of God ;

Who hath saved us, and called us with

an holy calling, not according to our

works, but according to His own purpose

and grace, which was given us in Christ

Jesus before the world began .

But is now made manifest by the ap-

pearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, wh o

path abolished death, and hath brought

life and immortality to light through th e

gospel :

Whereunto I am appointed a preacher ,

and an apostle, aril a teacher of the C n -

tiles .

For the which cause I also suffer thes e

things : nevertheless I am not ashame d

for I know whom I have heligved, an d

am persuaded that He is able to keep that

which I have committed unto Him against

that day .

Hold fast the form of sound words ,

which thou hast heard of me, in faith

a.n,yi love which is in Christ Jesus .

That good thing which was committe d

unto thee keep by the holy spirit which

dwelleth in us .

T SEEMS that Timothy
and his mother were con-
verted to the Christian
faith when Paul was a t

their home in Lystra, during his
first missionary journey . Now Paul
writes to Timothy from Rome,
where the apostle is a prisoner . He
calls Timothy his "dearly belove d
son . " This is merely a term of en-
dearment, for Paul had no childre n
of his own .

Evidently the apostle figurativel y
accepted as his children all those
vv ho embraced the gospel . We re-
member that he said, "Although
ye have many teachers, ye have not
many fathers in the gospel ." And
again . "I have begotten you in m y
bonds." And this was especially
true in the case of Timothy, who
had nobly filled the part of a son
to him .

It is believed that at the time
when the apostle wrote this letter ,
Timothy was about thirty years of
age . Paul's lovng regard for him i s
fully expressed in the epistle . He
tells Timothy how he has remem-
bered him in his prayers, and how
greatly he desires to see him, and
then he speaks of his faith . He says
many beautiful and helpful things ,
which have been an inspiration to
God's people from that day to this .

While Paul loves Timothy for
his true worth as a disciple of th e
Master, and appreciates the friend -
ship that has existed between the m
he realizes that the great adversary
of truth will spare no pains to dra w
this voting disciple from the faith .
Timothy might in time become in-
flated with a sense of his own im-
portance ; or he might become en-
trapped by some of the philosophie s
No numerous at the time, bein g
thus led away from the cross of
Christ .

There were so many possibilitie s
in the case, as Paul viewed it, tha t
he felt it behooved him to offe r
some wise counsel and to tactfully

issue a warning note . Timothy ha d
rare talents and possessed nobl e
qualities, and might be used by th e
Lord as a means of the highes t
edification to the brethren if h e
would but preserve his humility
and his nearness to the Lord.

Paul urged Timothy to "stir up
the gift' that was iii him ; "for Go d
hath not given its the spirit of fear ,
but of power and of love and of a
sound mind ." Here is a though t
that each one of us may take t o
himself. We should not be fearful
of using the powers and talents
we possess, freely and zealously
employing them in the Lord's ser-
vice . If we have a spirit of fear which
is keeping us back from a full -
hearted doing of the divine will ,
such a spirit is not from the Lord
but from the great opponent of the
truth .

The divine spirit is one of power ,
and of love and of a sound mind .
The gifts that God has given u s
need to be stirred up, to be kep t
active, and not allowed to becom e
sluggish or dormant . To keep him -
self in a state of activity is a mat -
ter which daily devolves upon every
Christian, for there is nothing that
Satan would like better to do than
to put us all to sleep.

"Re not thou therefore ashamed
of the testimony of our Lord, nor
of me His prisoner." God is takin g
note of those who are faithful i n
giving the testimony that is require d
of them . Jesus made it very clea r
that when He comes with the an -
eels of God, He will be ashamed o f
those who in this present life ar e
ashamed of Ilint ; but He will ac -
knowledge those who boldly witnes s
to the truth . So effectively had th e
apostle himself witnessed that he
could say, "I know whom I hav e
believed, a d am persuaded tha t
He is able to keep that which I
have committed unto Him agains t
that day." Oh, that each of u s
might have such confidence as this .

G'UF,STIONS :

11'hr does Pahl call Timothy his son ?

UPiat qualities did Timothy evidentl y
1'osse .cs ?

TIMOTHY

	

Golden Text : Study to show

(A Christian worker in Training

	

thyself approved unto God, a

Sept. 15—II Tim . 1 : 1-14

	

workman that needeth not t o
be ashamed, rightly dividin g

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the the word of truth .-2 Tim. 2:15
will of God, according to the promise o f

life which is in Christ Jesus .

To Timothy, my dearly beloved son :

Grace, mercy and peace, from God th e

Father and from Jesus Christ our Lord .

I thank God, whom I serve from my

forefathers with pure conscience, tha t

without ceasing I have remembrance o f

thee in my prayers night and day ;

Greatly desiring to see thee, bein g

mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled

with joy ;
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JCliat does Paul menu by "the goo d
thing that was committed unto thee by
the Holy Spirit" ?

1l ' hat were the dangers that Paul saw
for Timothy? What counsel did he ac-
cordingly give ?

Should each Christian stir up the gif t
that is in him? If so, how ?

JAMES GIVES COUNSE L
TO THE CHURC H

Sept. 22—James 1 :1-1 8
James, a servant of God and of th e

Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes
which are scattered abroad, greeting .

My brethren, count it all joy when y e
fall into divers temptations, knowing this ,
that the trial of your faith worketh pa-
tience .

But let patience have her perfect work ,
that ye may be perfect and entire, want-
ing nothing.

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given
him .

But let him ask in faith, nothing wa-
vering ; for he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea, driven with the wind an d
tossed .

For let not that man think that he
shall receive anything of the Lord .

A double minckd man is unstable i n
all his ways .

Let the brother of low degree rejoice
in that he is exalted :

But the rich, in that he is made low :
because as the flower of the grass h e
shall pass away .

For the sun is no sooner risen with a
burning heat, but it withereth the grass ,
and the flower thereof falleth, and th e
grace of the fashion of it perisheth : so
also shall the rich man fade away i n
his ways .

Blessed is the man that enaureth temp-
tation : for when he is tried, he shall re-
ceive the crown of life, which the Lor d
bath promised to them that love Him .

Let no man say when he is tempted ,
I am tempted of God : for God cannot
be tempted with evil, neither temptet h
He any man .

But every man is tempted when he i s
drawn away of his own lust and enticed .

And when lust hath conceived, i t
bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it i s
finished, bringeth forth death .

Do not err, my beloved brethren .
Every good gift and every perfect gift

is from above, and cometh down fro m
the Father of lights, with whom ther e
is no variableness, neither shadow o r
turning .

Of ,His own will begat He us by th e
Word of truth, that we should be a kin d
of first fruits of His creatures .
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Golden Text : Blesed is the man
that endureth temptation; for
when he is tried he shall re-
ceive the crown of life, whic h
the Lord hath promised to them
that love Him.—James 1 :12.

T. JAMES, "the just" ,
and "the brother of the
Lord", was a power in th e
c h u r c h at Jerusalem .

Speaking of James, Peter and John ,
Paul says that "they seemed to b e
pillars" in the church . (Gal. 2 :9) .
It seems that the Lord had favored
lames with a special appearance af-
ter His resurrection (I Cor . 15 : 7) .
We know that his judgment pre-
vailed in the council at Jerusalem .
(Acts 15 : 13-29) . Josephus says
that James terminated his earthl y
pilgrimage by being stoned to deat h
(probably about 63 A . D . )

The epistle of James contains th e
finest of advice for the Christian .
To come into the experience of va-
rious trials and testings would not
naturally be considered a cause o f
rejoicing ; yet James says that w e
are to COUNT this as joy becaus e
of what the Lord is thus workin g
out in us . The trial of our faith i s
working out (manifesting an d
proving, as well as developing) ou r
patience. This patience, or patien t
endurance, is to "have her perfec t
work, that ye may be perfect an d
entire, wanting nothing . "

It would be natural indeed to wis h
that our testings were all over, an d
that we were safely in the King-
dom, among the overcomers ; but
patience and faith must first do thei r
work of development in our hearts ,
causing us to wait upon the Lor d
and to be obedient to Him. Looking
back on our experiences, surely w e
can 'praise the way He has led u s
day by day . '

It may be that at times we hav e
been only partly victorious ; and ye t
even this may have turned out to
be a gain to us, making us mor e
humble and causing us to draw
more closely to the Lord and lean
more upon His mighty arm . And
even battles which seem to hav e
been marked only by defeat on ou r
part may have been the means o f
enabling us to gain subsequent vic-
tories, making us more watchfu l
and prayerful, and more heedfu l
of the instructions of the Divin e
Word .

James calls our attention to Go d
as the great Fountain-Head of wis-
dom . He says that God will giv e
wisdom to those who ask it in faith .
Wisdom is the right application of
knowledge . It is something the Lor d
is pleased for us to have . In one
parable God's faithful people ar e
pictured as "wise virgins ." Speak-
ing of "the time of the end" of this
age, the prophet Daniel said, "The
'wise shall understand ." Jesus de-
fined a wise man as one who "buil t
his house upon a rock," so tha t
when the winds and waves bea t
upon that house, it stood firm an d
secure . And we also read . "other
foundation (rock) can no man lay
than that which is laid, which i s
Jesus Christ . "

But in order to obtain wisdom (o r
anything else) from God, we mus t
ask in faith . God is dealing with a
faith people, those who take Him at
His Word and trust Him. The
faith of Abraham and of Moses wa s
demonstrated in the fact that whe n
the Lord called them to a certai n
work they heeded the call, separating
themselves from the people of th e
land, and taking their stand on th e
side of God and truth . The faith of
Noah was Proved in the buildin g
of the ark at the command of th e
Lord.

If we have faith in God, we shal l
seek to do His will, not our own ;
and furthermore, we shall ask God
for only the things that He warrant s
us in asking for . Jesus said, "If y e
ask anything in My name, I will d o
it ." In His name means, by Hi s
authority . He has not authorized th e
Christian to ask fo 1r millions of dol-
lars, or for abundance of the good
things of this world . But He has ex-
horted His followers to ask for mor e
and more of the holy spirit of th e
truth, assuring them that God wil l
grant this request .

Since "every good thing is fro m
above," God will surely be pleased
to give us those spiritual good thing s
which we desire, and which are i n
accord with His will, provided w e
ask Him "in faith", earnestly re -
questing them ; because they wil l
result in our development as Ne w
Creatures in Christ .
QUESTIONS :

Who was .Tames, the author of th e
epistle of that name? What position did
he occupy in the early church ?

II'hat things should the Christian



"count as joy "? Why ?
What is the value of wisdom? How i s

God's wisdom manifested? How may ou r
wisdom be exercised in a practical way ?

What does James say about faith? I s
faith mere belief, or something more ?

What good gifts are from God?
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A MESSAGE FROM JOHN
Sept. 29--d11 John

The elder unto the well-beloved Gaius,
whom I love in the truth .

Beloved, I wish above all things tha t
thou mayest prosper aml be in health,
e\ en as thy soul prospereth .

But I rejoiced greatly when the breth-
ren came and testified of the truth tha t
is in thee, even as thou walkest in th e
truth .

Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatso-
ever thou doest to the brethren, and to
strangers ;

Which have borne witness of thy cha-
rity before the church : whom if tho u
bring forward on their journey after a
godly sort, thou shalt do well :

Because that for His name's sake they
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

We therefore ought to receive such,
that we may be fellow-helprs to th e
(truth .

I wrote unto the church : but Diotre-
plies, who loveth to have the preeminenc e
among them, receiveth us not .

Wherefore, if I come . I will remembe r
the deeds which he doeth, prating against
us with malicious words : and not content
therewith, neither doth he himself seceive
the brethren and forbiddeth them that
would, and casteth them out of the church .

Beloved, follow not that which is evil,
but that which is good . He that doeth
good is of God, but he that doeth evi l
hath not seen God.

Demetrius hath good report of all men,
and of the truth itself : yea, and we als o
bear record ; and ye know that bur rec-
ord is true.

I had many things to write, but I wil l
not with ink and pen write unto thee :

But I trust I shall shortly see thee ,
and we shall speak face to face . Peac e
be to thee . Our friends salute thee . Greet
the friends by name .

Golden Text: Beloved, follow
not that which is evil, but that
which is good. He that doeth
good is of God:' but he that
doeth evil hath not seen God.
---III John:11 .

HE third epistle of John i s
addressed to a Christia n
named Gaius. We do not
know anything about thi s

man, except what John himself has
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said of him . But he was a friend of
the author of the epistle ; and more -
over, he had the truth and walke d
in the truth. And after all, thes e
are the only things that really coun t
with anyone . The fact that the Apos-
tle John loved Gaius testifies to th e
true worth of character which th e
latter must have possessed .

In his two first epistles John sai d
much about love. He exhorted th e
disciples to love one another, say-
ing, "Love is of God ; and everyon e
that loveth is begotten of God, and
knoweth God . " He strongly stated
that no one could love God and a t
the same time hate his brother ; and
that a person thus devoid of kindl y
feelings toward others was himsel f
in darkness, being blinded thereby .
Furthermore John said, "Love not
the world, neither the things tha t
are in the world. If any man lov e
the world, the love of the Father i s
not in him ; for all that is in th e
world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life ,
is not of the Father, but of the
world . And the world passeth away
and the lust thereof ; but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for
ever. "—I John 2: 15-18.

In his third epistle John says o f
Gaius : "For I rejoiced greatly when
the brethren came and testified of
the truth that is in thee, even as
thou walkest in the truth . " Surel y
nothing should give us greater joy
than to realize that we ourselves are
earnestly endeavoring to walk i n
the truth, and then to have evidence
that others are walking in like man-
ner. To walk in the truth implie s
that we are on the move, not sitting
down, nor "loving to- slumber . " It
indicates action and progress .

Example usually impresses the
minds of others more than does
precept . When some one comes an d
tells us about a class that is pro-
gressing, such a message stimulates
us and creates a desire on our par t
to push on with greater zeal for
the prize of the high calling. We
know that it costs people somethin g
to walk in the truth . It means sac-
rifice, a putting away of their own
natural desires for worldly pleasure s
so that the cause of truth may b e
advanced . Therefore, it means th e
power of faith and love working
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in their minds . No wonder then that
John says, "I have no greater joy
to hear that my children walk in
truth . "

Some in the early church, eve n
as now. did not have the spirit of
the Lord, even though they profes-
sed to have it . This is shown by the
words of John concerning one Dio-
trephes . Here was one who sough t
to be a leader among the brethren .
He acted as a kind of dictator ,
"prating against us with maliciou s
words : and not content therewith ,
neither cloth he himself receive th e
brethren, and forbiddeth theta tha t
would, and casteth them out of th e
church . "

And thus it has been from tha t
day to this . Among the professed
children of God have been both
"wheat" and "tares ." There are
those who have followed the Master
for the "loaves and fishes". Som e
have been "wolves in sheep ' s cloth-
ing" and have gotten into the fol d
and proceeded to bite and devou r
and to "lord it over God 's heritage . "
Alas, that it should be so . But Sata n
is ever alert to ensnare those who m
he can, and is watchful to see if h e
can instill wrong motives into th e
hearts of believers .

Truly, "godliness with content-
ment is great gain ." And "he tha t
humbleth himself shall be exalted ,
and he that exalteth himself shall h e
abased." The Lord is not unmindful
of what is going on at all times .
He knows His own sheep, and lead s
them gently and lovingly in the path s
of righteousness, where they ma y
find rest and refreshment unto thei r
souls .

QUESTIONS :

What are some of the things John said
about love, in his first and second epis-
ties ?

(What commendable qualities did Joh n
see in Gains ?

What does it mean to walk in th e
truth ?

What are some of the ways in whic h
Satan tries to ensnare God's people ?

Explain the text, "He that doeth goo d
is of God, but he that doeth evil hath no t
seen God."
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ISAIAH PORTRAYS TH E

SUFFERING SERVANT

Oct. 6—Isa. 53 :1-1 2

Who bath believed our report? and to
whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed ?

For He shall grow up before Him as
a tender plant, and as a root out of a dr y
ground : He bath no form nor comelines s
and when we shall see Him, there is n o
Leanly that we should desire Him .

He is despised and rejected of men ;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief . and we hid as it were our face s
from Hinr ; He is despised and we es -
teemed Him not .

Surely IIe bath borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows : yet we did estee m
Jinn stricken, smitten of God and afflicted .

But He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our ini-
quities : the chastisement of our peac e
was upon Him ; and with Ells stripes
we are healed .

All we like sheep have gone astray ; w e
have turned every one to his own way ;
and the Lord bath laid on Ilim the ini-
quity of us all .

He was oppressed, and He was afflict-
ed, yet He openeth not His mouth . He
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter ;
and as a sheep before her shearers i s
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth .

He was taken from prison and from
judgment : and who shall declare Hi s
generation .' for He was cut out of th e
land of the living : for the transgression
of my people was He stricken .

And He made his grave with the wick -
ed . and with the rich in His death ; be -
cause IIe had no violence, neither wa s
any deceit in His mouh .

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Hi m
He bath put Him to grief : when tho u
shalt make His soul an offering for sin ,
IIe shall see His seed . He shall prolon g
His days, and the pleasure of the Lor d
shall prosper in His hand .

He shall see of the travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied : by His knowledge
shall My righteous servant justify many,
for He shall bear their iniquities .

Therefore will I divide IIim a portion
with the great, and He shall divide the
spoil with the strong ; because He bath
poured out His soul unto death : and He
was numbered with the transgressors ;
and He hare the sin of many, and mad e
intercession with the transgressors .

Golden Text : With His stripes
we are healed.—Isa . 53 :5.

SAIAH begins this chapte r
by asking, "Who bath be-
lieved our report?" Indeed ,
very few have believed it .

Jesus called His followers a "littl e
flock," and said " Strait is the gate
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and narow is the way that leadet h
unto life, and few there be that find
it . "

Jesus was not received by th e
world as their Messiah or Deliverer
w hen He came to earth, because H e
was not a great earthly king nor
military general . He did not have
an army of conquering soldiers such
as those of whom the Romans coul d
boast . He was not a warrior lik e
Alexander the Great, or Hannibal ,
or Julius Caesar . His credentials o f
greatness did not appeal to men ,
for He did not have the world' s
spirit . Verily Jesus, the "Arm of th e
Lord," was not revealed in such
manner as to impress the sons o f
earth . Hence but a few have believe d
the report of those who have known
Christ's power and have been Hi s
followers throughout the Gospel
age .

Jesus was regarded as a "tende r
plant," not having the hardness es-
sential to earthly heroes . His type
of character beauty did not appeal
even to His own people, the Jews .
Therefore, "He came unto His own ,
and His own received Him not . " He
was a "man of sorrows" in that H e
was acquainted with the griefs of

the world . We are told that "He
had compassion on the multitude ,
because they were as sheep no t
having a shepherd . "

The great heart of Jesus wen t

out to suff ering humanity in a vas t
flow of sympathy . At the grave of
Lazarus He wept. He did whateve r
lay in His power to lighten the woes
around Him, by healing many dis-
eases . He must have felt saddened
by the fallen state of the human race .
We read that "there went vitality
out of Him and healed them all," o n
an occasion when many had present-
ed themselves for healing .

"He was oppressed and IIe was
afflicted, and yet He opened not Hi s
mouth ." How eloquently Jesus
might have defended himself be -
fore Pilate! He might have launche d
forth into a burst of oratory that
would have put His enemies to titter
confusion, and resulted in His re -
lease. But Jesus knew that such a
procedure was not the divine wil l

for Him. The time had come fo r
Him to be offered as a sacrifice.

Therefore the prophet, writing
this prophecy hundreds of years be -
fore the time of its fulfilment, said,

"He is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before he r
shearers is dumb, so He openeth no t
Nis mouth ." What a true portraya l
of the meekness, humility and faith-
fulness of the Master! Truly Jesu s
coincided with all that wonderfu l
prophecy of Isaiah ; and yet th e
people could not behold that fact ,
and even their religious teacher s
were equally in the (lark .

The Son of God is said to hav e
"made His grave with the wicked ,
and with the rich in His death .
Yes, there is just one place to which
all the dead go, and that is the grave .
All the departed, rich and poor
alike, are there . "All go unto on e
place : all are of the dust, and al l
return to dust again ." (Feel . 3 : 20) .
Since death was the penalty for sin ,
it was necessary for Jesus to suffe r
it . The "hell" that He went to was
the Bible hell—sheol, hales--th e
grave . He did not go to a place o f
torment ; nor did He go to heave n
while in the state of death .

Indeed, after His resurrectio n
He said to Mary, "Touch me not ,
for I am not yet ascended to my
Father and your Father, to My God
and your God . "

Verily Jesus "poured out Hi s
soul unto death," and did so on be-
half of all mankind . In due time ,
therefore, He shall see of the travai l
of His soul and be satisfied." He
shall then behold the immense ,
world-wide results, accruing fro m
His ransom sacrifice . He shall se e
the millions returning from th e
grave, called forth by His mighty
voice . Since He was in all things
faithful, He will be, the world' s
great Deliverer, whose name is to
be called, "Wonderful, Counsellor,
the Mighty God, the Everlastin g
Father, the Prince of Peace ; and
of the increase of whose govern-
ment and peace there shall be n o
end . "—Isa. 9 : 6, 7 .
CUESTION S

11"h1r teas Jesus despised and rejected
of Pnon9 11'hy is He called " .4 man o f
sorrows and acquainted with grief" ?

Ea plain the first ve rse of today ' s lesson ,
What teas the " soul" which Jesus gav e

as an offering for sin? Why s was it ne-
cessary for Him to do this ?

11 hat m ill be the portion of Jesus wit h
the great, and home' shall He "divide th e
spoil with the strong" ?

Explain the Golden Text .



THE STORY OF JEREMIAH
Oct. 13—Jer. 1 :6-10; 26 :8-1 5

Then said I, Ah, hrd God! behold I
cannot speak, for 1 am a child.

But the Lord said unto me, say not, I
am a child : for thou shalt go to all that
l shall send thee, and whosoever I com-
mand thee thou shalt speak .

Be not afraid of their faces, for I am
with thee to deliycr thee, saith the Lord .

Then the Lord put forth His hand and
touched my mouth And the Lord sai d
unto me, Behold I have put My words
in thy mouth .

See, I have this day set thee over the
nations and over the kingdoms, to root
out, and to pull down, and to destroy ,
and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

Now it came to pass when Jeremia h
had made an en :l of speaking all that th e
Lord had commanded him to speak unt o
all the people, that the prie s ts and the
prophets and all the people took him ,
saving . Thou shalt surer- die.

\\% hv hast thou prophesied in the name
cu the Lord, saying, This house shall h e
like Shiloh, and this city shall be deso-
late, without an inhabitant? And all the
people were gathere l against Jeremiah
in the house of the Lord .

When the princes of Judah heard thes e
things, then they came up from the kin g ' s
house unto the house of the Lord, an d
sat down in the entry of the new gate
of the Lord ' s house .

Then spoke the priests and the pro-
phets unto the princes and to all the
pcop'e, saying, This man is worthy t o
die ; for s he hath prophesied against thi s
city, as ye have heard with your cars .

Then spoke Teremiah unto all th e
princes and to all the people, saying, Th e
Lord sent roe to prophesy against thi s
house and against this city all the word s
that le have heard . Therefore now
amend Your ways and your doings, an d
obey the voice of the Lord your God ;
and the Lord will repent Him of the evi l
that He hath pronounced against you .

As for me, behold I am in your hand :
do with me as seeiueth good and meet
Canto you .

But know ye for certain that if ye put
me to death, ye shall surely bring inno-
cent blood upon yourselves, and upon thi s
city, and upon the inhabitants thereof ;
for of a truth the Lord hath sent m e
unto you to speak all these words i n
your ears .

Golden Text : Thou shalt sure-
ly go tot all that I shall send
thee, and whatsoever I com-
mand thee thou shalt speak .
—Jer. 1 :7,

T i I i i
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IN G Josiah 's thirteenth year
marked the beginning o f

Jeremiah ' s work as a pro-

phet . The Lord asked him
to testify against a people who were
not living in accord with the divin e

law . The people were not loyal to

God, hut were apostate . Further -
more, they neglected the principl e
of justice with their fellowmen . And
they did not keep faith with Babylon .
It was given to Jeremiah—then bu t
a young man—to point out thes e
things to the king and to the peopl e

of Judah .

The young prophet felt his ow n

weakness . It is no easy thing to

carry a message of rebuke to earthly

authorities who have power to ar-
rest and imprison you or execut e

you for treason. He felt like a child .

lie evidently thought the Lor d
should have engaged some more
experienced or diplomatic person

for such a task. We remember ho w

Moses likewise felt his incompe-
tency when God called upon him to

ao up against Pharaoh. But God

makes no mistakes when He choose s
a man for a special mission . He told
Teremiah that he must not conside r

himself as a child ; for he would

have the backing of heaven ; and
with divine assistance he coul d
surely accomplish the Lord's pur-
pose for Him .

The commission given to Jere-
miah hack there is somewhat similar

to that given to the church of Chris t

today. Testis said that the spirit o f
the truth would testify concernin g

sin, righteousness, and coming judg-
ment . This spirit of truth has bee n

ever operating in the minds of true

disciples . The prophet Isaiah fore -

told the special commission to b e

.riven to the church, in the words .

"The spirit of the Lord God i s
upon me, because the Lord p ath an-
ointed me to preach good tiding s

onto the meek : He bath sent me to

bind up the broken hearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the
onening of prison to them that are

bound : to proclaim the acceptabl e
year of the Lord, and the day o f
vengeance of our God." --Tsa. 61 :

1 . 2 .

This is a great and wonderfu l
commission indeed ; and small won -
der if some of those now called to d o
such a work would feel like child-
ren, in view of the fact that they

2 5

are expected to be mouthpieces o f
Jehovah, The people in general ar e
not interested in hearing of the
coming divine Pnigdom of right-
eousness, because of lack of faith
in God . In their eyes it looks jus t
like a mirage, or a dream ; and those
who preach it appear to them to b e
impractical dreamers or religiou s
fanatics .

As for the "day of vengeance o f
our God, " the people certainly do
riot want to hear about that—the y
feel they have suffered sufficient al-
readv . They say there is troubl e
enough in the world without fore -
casting more of it . Hence, even a s
Jeremiah found that he had a dif-
ficult task in hand, so does t h e
church of Jesus today. And vet th e
task is to be clone ; and despite al l
the obstacles and, difficulties, the
doing of God's work brings won-
derful joy to the hearts of His ser-
vants who engage in it .

There was a time when Jeremia h
said that he had decided not to speak
any more in the name of the Larch .
But soon he found that he could
not keep silent . He said, "His word
Wya in my heart as a burning fire
shut tip in my hones, and I wa s
tyeary with forbearing and I coul d
not stay ." Such also is the case wit h
those who truly love the Lord today .
God's Word is an energizing powe r
ii them .

The Apostle Paul likewise said ,
"Tf the suirit of Him that raise d
tin Jesus from the dead he in you ,
He that raised up Christ from th e
dead shall also quicken vot• mortal
bodies by His spirit that dwelleth

von." To "quicken " means to
make alive	 active in the service
of the truth. Hence our Christian
activity is one indication that w e
have the divine spirit of souship ,

nI'I?STIO\ S :

ir'ho teas Tcreminh1 Whet? did he Pro -
lured? 1.1'hnt teas his special coniiuicsimi ?

11'In' did Jeremiah feel such diffidence ?
bluer others felt the same am rchcn
asked to do snniefliinq for the Lord ?

Ts there any similarilr h-e/v'cen th e
z, ' "rh that God risked Jeremiah in do an d
shot which Ile has given to the churc h

E .rplaiu Rom . 8 :11, especially th e
700 rris . "quicken your mortal bodies, , ,

11"heat makes God ' s I? 'ord so stimula-
1in tt? Ifas it ahoays been so? Will i t
ala'ays continue so?



Talking Thing) Ove r

ERY interesting and encouraging reports have
been received from Brothers C . P . Bridges ,
D. J . Morehouse, A . L. Muir and C. A . Sund-
hom, relative to short pilgrim trips they hav e

made recently . Brother Bridges visited classes in Maine ,
Vermont, Massachusetts and New York States, as wel l
as in Ontario and Ouebec, Canada . Brother Muir served
many of the classes along the Atlantic seaboard, fro m
Florida to Massachusetts ; and Brother Sundbom ' s
schedule took him through parts of Wisconsin, Minne-
sota, Nebraska. Kansas, Missouri, Indiana and Michi-
gan. Brother Morehouse visited classes in Michigan an d
New York States, as well as in the province of Ontario ,
Canada. Detailed reports of these pilgrimages are ex-
pected to appear in the forthcoming issue of Bible
Student News .

Brother W. N. Woodworth is at present visiting
classes on the Pacific Coast, and will also serve at th e
Vancouver, B. C., Labor Day convention . Brother
Woodworth has had some very interesting experience s
on his way to the west coast . He reports unusual inte-
rest among various groups of young folks in the Trut h
—especially at Chicago . It seems that there have been
three aggregations of young Bible Students in Chicago ,
but they have now decided to come together as on e
class . This united class of young folks will probabl y
number about one hundred. The elders of the adul t
Bible Students Ecclesia in Chicago are taking a deep
interest in the activities of these young- brethren . an d
they are to be congratulated for their efforts in helpin g
to direct their young minds into channels of truth an d
righteousness .

The Dawn is considering the advisability of inaugu-
rating a new department especially adapted to the need s
of junior Bible Students—those too old for children ' s
classes yet too young to feel thoroughly at home amon g
mature and elderly brethren who sometimes forget t o
consider the viewpoints of youth . It has not yet bee n
decided fully just what this department may include ;
hut it will certainly carry for them an appropriat e
outline of study in the glorious divine plan, and proba-
bly letters and other reports of activities among the
Juniors in all parts of the field .

We believe that much can be done to encourage in-
terest in the truth on the part of young people generally
—especially among the children of the consecrated—
and The Dawn is ready and glad to do everything pos-
sib'e to encourage such worthy efforts. We also wil l
welcome suggestions as to how this may best be clone .

The Importance of Doctrine

An open letter sent out recently by a well-know n
brother in England helps to emphasize the necessity

of our taking heed to the doctrines, inasmuch as th e
things we believe have a most important bearing on th e
things we do . In the opening . paragraph of his letter
the brother says :

"I find that there exists in these days a tendency o n
the part of some of our more prominent brethren t o
speak disparagingly of doctrine . It is not a question of
some saying that doctrine is of no value at all, but of
their suggesting its secondary importance as compared
to our becoming more Christ-like ; or, in other words ,
the suggestion is made that it does not matter so much
what you believe as what you are . It sounds good, as
so many things of this kind do ; but is it as good as i t
sounds? . . . In the final analysis it is a question o f
what we are, rather than what we know ; this we freely
admit . But the serious question is, How can we hope to
attain to what God would have us be? In respect to
this matter did not Jesus pray for us, in the followin g
words . 'Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy wor d
is truth ' ? (John 17 : 17) . This shows that the work
of sanctif i cation in us is God's work, and that it is per -
formed by the truth- . "

This point in the brother 's letter is well taken . If i t
is the truth that is to do the sanctifying work in our
hearts—and surely Jesus made no mistake in the mat-
ter—then it would seem impossible for us to he wha t
Cod iwa.nts us to be . except we come under the sanc-
tifying influence of His truth . The brother mention s
that the word "doctrine" means "teaching " or "instruc -
tion." hence that it is by knowing the doctrines that w e
are directed into doing the things which are pleasing t o
Cod . We quote further from his letter :

" .Some are disposed to view the word `doctrine' a s
a cold and heartless thing : this illustrates how wise i t
is to analvse the words we make use of, so that th e
thought conveyed by the expression may have its prope r
effect upon our hearts and minds. Now what is meant
by the word doctrine? Professor Young says it mean s
`teachin g . ' The dictionary says that it means ` learnin ,
teaclhinc . ' The prophet Isaiah says . `Whom shall Ti e
teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to under -
stand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the milk ,
and drawn from the breasts .' (Isa. 28 : 9) . And in
Ephesians 4 : 14 we read, `That we henceforth be no
more children . tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cun-
ning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive . '
And in Titus 2 : 7 we read, `In all things show thyself
a pattern of good works ; in doctrine showing uncor-
ruptness gravity, sincerity .' Again and again we ar e
admonished by the word to give attention to doctrine . "

(Continued on Page 30)
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HOUR

UNCLE EB ON "FROM ADAM TO JOSEPH" `Z
HEN Adam and Eve were driven out of Ede n
it must have been a great sorrow for them to
lose their beautiful home—began Uncle Eb .
Also they knew they had lost the privilege o f

direct communication with the Lord God . Then they
knew that they must (lie, and that was a hard thing t o
have to face . But for all this, evidently they were no t
utterly unhappy . In the first place, they had health an d
strength far beyond that possessed by people today .
They were so well and so strong that it took death a
long time to overcome them . Good health is a grea t
source of happiness . The good health of the world ha s
largely been lost because of six thousand years of si n
and death which have wrecked humanity and left i t
depleted of vitality to a large degree .

Adam and his wife had to till the soil, but that wa s
new and rich and productive, and they could use all
the land they wanted . Then they had no taxes and n o
rent to pay. They could clothe themselves in the skin s
of animals. It is likely that the country abounded i n
fruits of many kinds . So, with robust frames and living
an out-of-door life, our first parents still had muc h
cause for contentment and happiness after their banish-
ment from Eden. It was not the purpose of the Creator
to reduce them to despair and utterly crush their spirits .
Indeed, He left them in a condition that was far bette r
than that of millions of poor people on earth at th e
present time .

Yet these pioneer settlers of the wild vividly realize d
the great difference between their present primitive
estate and that of the gloriously prepared Eden whic h
had been left behind . Outside of Eden the earth exhib-
ite'd a wildness suggesting savagery . The animals of th e
woods were no longer their friends, but shunned them .
Then too, the pestiferous insects must have proved a
great annoyance . The work of making a living also wa s
arduous . A lot of labor had to be spent on tasks tha t
may have looked simple enough . They had to lear n
to devise various tools to assist them in their dail y
employ .

Cain and Abel

After a time a baby boy was born to Adam and Eve .
They gave him the name of Cain . He was a fine ,
healthy-looking child . Then, later, there came a little
brother for Cain ; and this child they called Abel . The
two boys grew up together . Cain was robust, and proba-
bly loved the carefree hunter's life . But Abel's mind
was of a more gentle cast ; and often, in the gloamin g
hour of the day, I fancy he would steal away and watc h
the darkness gather about, and then meditate on the

mystery' of things . His heart was noble and beautiful ;
he had faith in God, and his heart went out in grati-
tude to that great Being from whom he realized hi s
very existence had come .

Now you remember that God had said to the serpent
that "the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent' s
head ." It seemed plain enough that Cain and Abel wer e
the "seed" or children of the woman. Satan, of course ,
was looking on and seeing all that was taking place . In
fact it was really Satan who, acting in the disguis e
of a serpent, had deceived Mother Eve in the firs t
place . Naturally he would be watching for her " seed,"
which was to bruise his head . Hence, as soon as he
saw something that looked like the promised "seed,"
he would try to injure that seed in some way .

One day, when Cain and Abel grew up to manhood ,
they both undertook to offer sacrifices to the Lord .
Abel brought an animal sacrifice, while Cain brough t
the fruit of the ground . But God saw that behind th e
sacrifice of Abel there was a heart of faith and love ,
while Cain's offering was a mere formality and didn' t
mean anything . So the Lord showed that He wa s
pleased with the sacrifice of Abel, but not pleased wit h
that of Cain . When Cain found this out his heart wa s
filled with jealousy and rage, and lifted up his han d
and smote his brother to the ground, and Abel die d
there in the field .

This was the first human death to occur in thi s
world, and Cain thus became the first murderer . I t
must have been a terrible blow to the parents of these
two young men. The Lord told Cain that he had done
a very wicked thing, and that He would set a mark
upon him, so that all who saw him would know him .
Then Cain went away from home and lived in the lan d
of Nod, and finally raised a family of his own .

Time passed on, and the human race steadily increase d
in numbers . Some people were good and loved God ,
while others were wicked, even as we find people today.
One man by the name of Enoch was a person wh o
lived very near to God . The Bible says that "he walke d
with God ." He also preached about the coming of One
who would deliver the world from sin and death an d
set up a glorious kingdom of His own here on earth .

God Destroys the First World

After man had lived on the earth over fifteen hun-
dred years, God saw that the human race had become
very wicked . The Bible says that evil thoughts were i n
men ' s hearts continually . It also says that the sons o f
God married the daughters of men, and that there were
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giants on the earth, and that the earth was filled wit h
violence . So, you see, this was a terrible condition fo r
the world to be in . In fact, it was so bad that God re -
solved to destroy human life from off the earth . Before
doing this, however, He gave fair warning of what wa s
about to take place .

The Lord found that there was a very good man
named Noah . He told this man to build a great shi p
called an ark, and take into this ship the various ani-
mals that he wished to preserve . So Noah got his thre e
sons to help him with this great task. It took a long
time to complete such a ship, for it was over five hun-
dred feet long, and they had to do all the work b y
hand . Meanwhile Noah also preached to the peopl e
and warned them of the flood that was to come . But
the people did not change their ways ; they remained
just as wicked as ever .

At last the ark was finished, the animals were al l
taken in, the door was shut, and then rain began t o
fall . It just poured down in torrents for forty dhys an d
forty nights . The water rose higher and higher an d
covered the hills . The people could find no shelter, s o
they were all drowned ; that is to say, all but Noah ,
his wife, his three sons—Ham, Shen), and Japheth-
and their three wives .

After a hundred and fifty days the water began t o
subside, and the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat .
Then Noah and his family came out . The old "world"
had sassed away ; it had been overthrown by the flood .
By the "world" I do not mean the earth on which w e
live, but the Age and social order that had existed
from the time of man's creation down to the flood .
This age, called a "world" in the Bible, was gone for
ever, and a new age then took its place .

Abraham, Lot and Sodom

Aeain men began to multiply on the earth . Severa l
hundred years passed away, and then God thought i t
time to call attention to His original promise that H e
would bruise or crush "the serpent 's head" throug h
"the seed of the woman . " There was a certain goo d
man living in a city near the Persian Gulf, called Ur ,
in the country of Chaldea . This man's name was Abram .
All around him in the city were people who worshippe d
false gods . It was a poor place in which to dwell . God
thought it was time for Abram to leave the land wher e
he had lived so long .

So the Lord called Abram and told him to come awa y
from his country and his people to a place to whic h
God would lead him, and God would make him a
great nation and "bless all the families of the earth "
through him . This was a great promise indeed. It
looked as though it might he connected with that grea t
"seed" promise ; and of course it was, for it was actual -
Iv that same promise in another form . What God wa s
saying was that "the seed of the woman " would als o
be the seed of Abram . And when God spoke of blessin g
the whole world, He meant that He would take awa y
from men the curse of sin and death that had lain upo n
them so long .

So Abram went forth from the city of Ur, and wit h
him Nrent his wife Sarai and his father Terah and hi s
nephew Lot . They first went to a place called Haran ,
and here the aged Terah died and was laid to rest in

the tomb . Then after some time the others, includin g
some children 'that had been born to them, went out o f
Haran to make the long journey to the land of Canaan .
In due time they reached Canaan, and Abram and Lot
settled down there .

But it was not long before Lot left Abraham, an d
went to live in a place called Sodom . You will notic e
that God had changed Abram's name to Abraham afte r
he settled in Canaan . Lot became a kind of magistrat e
in Sodom . But this place was very wicked, and th e
Lord determined to destroy it . But He thought it woul d
be well to tell Abraham what He was about to do . So
one evening three men called on Abraham, and one o f
them was the Lord . They told the patriarch that Sodo m
was to be destroyed bz' fire . But God did not wish t o
destroy Lot, for he was a good man . Therefore tw o
angels were sent to him to warn him to flee from th e
doomed city. So in the morning he took his wife and hi s
two daughters and set out for a place called Zoar . While
on this journey Lot's wife looked back, contrary t o
God's command, and was changed into a pillar of salt .

Sodom Destroyed -

Then God rained fire and brimstone upon Sodom
and burned up that wicked place . Some people thin k
that all the Sodomites went to a place of endless tor-
ture, which they wrongly call "hell" ; but of cours e
that is not true . The hell that the people of Sodom
went to is the hell described in the Bible, and that i s
the grave . They are not suffering anything, becaus e
they are dead ; and the (lead are utterly unconscious .
You remember, the Bible says that "the dead know no t
anything ."—Ecclesiastes 9 : 5 .

Some day the Sodomites will come back to eart h
again . The people of Sodom were ignorant of many
things . They slid not know God . Then the Bible says
that they were idle, and did not help the poor and
needy . God took them away from the earth for a time ,
but He will sur ely bring them hack again in the res-
urrection. Jesus died for the Sodomites, even as H e
died for all others that belong to the human family .
Therefore . because the price of their redemption wa s
paid by His death, they eventually will be called from
the grave, to enjoy the blessings of the coming Millen-
nial age ; and if they then of-Jey God 's laws, they wil l
gain everlasting life .

Abraham ' s wife's name had been changed to Sarah .
Although she now was very old, the Lord told her tha t
she was to have a son . She did not believe this : but i t
came to pass just as the Lord had said . The child was
born, and he was named Isaac . He was a very fine boy
indeed . He was the pride and joy of his parents' hearts .
He was an obedient boy, and loved the things that
were good ; and God was pleased with him .

One day the Lord said to Abraham that he shoul d
take Isaac to a certain mountain and there offer hi m
up as a sacrifice . This seemed a very strange comman d
for God to make . But Abraham was faithful to God ,
and he went as the Lord had told him to do . JIe bound
Isaac with cords, placed him on the altar and was about
to kill him, when an angel called him and told, hi m
to do the lad no harm. Then Abraham saw a ra m
nearby, and offered him on the altar in place of his son .

i
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Now because Abraham obeyed the Lord at this time ,
the Lord was greatly pleased with him, and said, "Be-
cause thou hast (lone this thing, and hast not withhel d
thy son, thine only son : in blessing I will bless thee ,
and in multiplying f will multiply thy seed as the star s
of the heaven and as the sand which is upon the sea -
shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth b e
blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my voice . "

Here then was the same promise expressed again—
that God would bless all the world through Abraha m
and his seed . Isaac was the natural seed of Abraham ,
and God also repeated this promise to Isaac . Jacob
was the son of Isaac, and God made it again to Jacob .
Then at a later time God made it to the Jewish people ,
to the whole house of Israel . The orthodox Jews still
believe this promise, but the promise itself will be ful-
filled in a very different way from what they expect .

Abraham Takes x Bride for Isaac

Abraham did not want his son Isaac to marry a
native woman in the land of Canaan . So he sent a
trusted servant named Eliezer, back to the country o f
Chaldea to find a wife for his son among his kinsmen .
The servant took ten camels and journeyed eastwar d
till he came to the city of Nahor . Outside the city h e
brought his camels to a well to drink . Some young
women had come to this same well to draw water, fo r
it was the evening' hour . Old Eliezer spoke to one of
these maidens, and she kindly offered to draw wate r
for him and his camels . He immediately concluded tha t
such a kind-hearted girl as that would make a goo d
wife for Isaac . He then gave her a bracelet and a pai r
of earrings . Rebekah (for such was the girl's name )
ran into her house and told her folks about the good
man who had come from a long journey and had given
her the jewelry . Her brother went out and invited hi m
to stay all night with them . The result was that whe n
Eliezer returned to Canaan Rebekah went with him ,
and she became the bride of Isaac .

Jacob and Esau were twin sons, born to Isaac an d
Rebecca . Jacob was not the eldest or first-born ; vet li e
received the blessing of God as a firstborn, because h e
had faith in the divine promises, while Esau (lid not .
On one occasion Jacob was out in the wilderness when
night came on. He lay down to rest, with a stone fo r
a pillow . In his dream he saw a ladder reaching un t o
heaven, and the angels of God ascending and descendin g
thereon . This dream is understood to mean that at
some time in the future the Lord will restore Hi s
favors to mankind	 all the blessings that were los t
throtc-h the fall of man into sin . God will then make
good all His promises and do all the things that H e
has said He would do in behalf of "all the families o f
the earth . "

Joseph and His Brethren

Jacob before his death prophecied of the coaling o f
Christ . He said, "̀The sceptre shall not depart fro m
Judah, not a lawgiver from beneath his feet till Shilo h
come ; and unto Him shall the gathering of the nation s
be ." (Gen. 49 : 10) . By "Shiloh" he meant the Messiah ,
or Christ, who is to rule over all the world eventually .

Jacob had twelve sons, and they became the fathers

of the twelve tribes of Israel . Judah was one of hi s
sons . Another one was named Joseph . This boy ha d
some strange experiences . His brothers were jealou s
of him, because he was his father's favorite . One night
Joseph dreamed that while in the harvest field th e
other sheaves of wheat bowed down to his sheaf . Then
again he dreamed that the sun, the moon and eleven
stars bowed down to him . This also angered the broth-
ers . They hated him so much that one day they lowered
him into a pit . Later they took him out and sold hi m
as a slave to sonic Ishmaelite traders, who carried him
to Egypt and sold him into captivity in the king's house -
hold . One day he interpreted a dream for the king and
won the monarch's favor . As a result he was made a
prince in the realm . Years later when his brothers cam e
to Egypt, he was the official they had to deal with . He
forgave his brothers who had illtreated them, and gav e
them corn in a time of famine. Then the king also gave
Joseph's father and his brothers a tract of land in whic h
to live . This was called the land of Goshen .

The story of Joseph is especially interesting, becaus e
Joseph is believed to be a type or pictu r e of Christ .
As his brothers were jealous of Joseph, so the religiou s
rulers of His time were jealous of Jesus . As Josep h
was cast into a pit, so Jesus was cast into the pit of
death . As Joseph became a ruler in the land of Egypt ,
so Jesus is to he the ruler of all the world . As Joseph
forgave his brethren, so Jesus forgives those who now
cone to Him and ask His forgiveness ; and He wil l
forgive all who in the Millennial age try to live better
lives and who humbly accept the `salvation that He wil l
then offer to them .

QUESTIONS :
What kind of work did Adam do after he was cast out o f

Eden ?—Gen . 3 . 17-19 .

Name the first children born into the world .—Gen . 4 :1, 2 .

What caused the first murder to take place? 	 Gen . 4 : 3-8.

Is this murder mentioned in the New Testament?---J John

312.

W hat became of Cain?—Gen . 4 :16,17.

Was Abel a good man ?—I John 3 . 12 ; Heb . 11 : 14.

Did he go to heaven at death?— Heb . 11 :13 ; Eccl . 3 :29 ,

What did God resolve to do with the first "world " ?

Gen . 6 : 7.

What did Gal tell Noah to do?—Gen . 6 :14-17 ; 19-22.

\W hat was the size of Noah ' s ark?—Gen . 6 : 15 .

I-Iow many persons did God save from the flood ?

Was the world destroyed at that time?—II Pet . 3 : 6 .

Did God destroy the earth when He destroyed the first

vv'orlf l ?—Eccl . 1 : 4 .

What covenant did God make with Noah?--Gen . 9 :12-17 .

Where did Abram live when God called him?—Gen . 11 :31 .

What did God ask hint to do?—Gen . 12 :1, 2.

\V'hy did Cod clesriroy Sodom?—Gen . 19 :13 ; Ezek . 16 :49, 50.

\V'hone did God save from the city of Sodom?—Gen . 19 :15 .

Will there be a resurrection for the Sodomites?-- Ezek . 16 : 53 ;

Matt . 10 :15 .

What did God ask Abraham to do with his son Isaac? —

Gen . 22 :2.

What great promise did God make to Abraham?—Gen .

22 : 16-18 : Heb . 6 : 13-15 .

Who were Jacob and Esau?—Gen . 27 :1-11 ; 28 :11-15 .

Tell the story of Joseph—Gen ., chs . 37-49 .
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TALKING THINGS OVE R
(Continued from Page 26 )

Another interesting paragraph in this open lette r
reads :

"Additionally, not to be well instructed in the doc-
trines (teachings), or to let them slip, means that whe n
opposing ideas present themselves, there is compara-
tively little to withstand them . In view of all this, an d
much more that could properly be said along the sam e
line, how can we accept the thought that doctrine i s
comparatively unimportant—that it does not matter s o
much what we believe? After all, are we not, in reality ,
very much what we believe? Is not the heart the refle x
of the mind, and the life the reflex of the heart? `For
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he .' (Prow. 23 : 7 . )
The Apostle Paul in Romans 12 : 1 (Diag-lott), says ,
`transform yourselves by the renovation of the mind ,
that you may ascertain what is the will of God—th e
good, and well-pleasing, and perfect ' . "

What seems to us another important point, also se t
forth in this open letter, concerns the object of our
being in the "School of Christ . " We quote :

"We are placed in the `School of Christ' not alone
to be taught good behaviour towards our fellows ;
sound moral standards to guide us through this life ;
or to love our neighbors as ourselves ; but additionally
we are to be taught the sacred secrets of God, that ou r
hearts may yearn for Him more and more ; until, like
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our gracious Lord, it may be true of us that we always
know and do those things pleasing to our Father i n
heaven . Of such it can truly be said, `Blessed are the y
that hear the Word of the Lord and keep it . '

"Probably we all know people who make no profes-
sion of being religious, yet whose characters and. lives
are examples to all . Judging by these `what they are, '
few, if any, among us can excell them. Are we there -
fore to believe that, consequently, they are approved
of God, and are candidates for the Kingdom of heaven ?
If so, why was Jesus sad as He looked upon that moral-
ly upright rich young man who was quite beyond re-
proach ? The fact is, it made our Lord sad to see s o
good a character unable to appreciate His teachings
(doctrines) . His worldly possessions choked out the
Master's words, it would appear, and thus robbed hi m
of the greatest thing which God can bestow, on man ;
namely, joint-heirship with Christ . "

SISTER J. G. KUEH N

Many truth friends will remember Sister (Mrs . )
John G. Kuehn, who recently died at her home i n
Rutherford, N. J ., after having been in feeble healt h
for several years. At the time of her demise she was
seventy-four years of age, and had been a lover of pres-
ent truth for forty years . She meekly bore her suffer-
ings, sustained by the power of her unfailing faith in
God and His eternal plan . The funeral service was con-
ducted by Brother Friese, of Springfield, Mass .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER W . T. BAKER
Vineland, N. J	 Sept . 1

BROTHER B . BOULTER
Baltimore, Md	 Sept . 1

BROTHER D . DIN\WOODIE
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept . 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER A. C. FREY
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept, . 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER H . A. FRIESE
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Aug. 3 1

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER C. F. GEORGE
Youngstown, Ohio	 Sept . 8
Duquesne, Pa.

	

Sept . 1 5

BROTHER T . H. HOEVELE R
Hartford, Conn	 Sept . 1 5

BROTHER W. F. HUDGINGS
Brooklyn, 'N . Y	 Sept. 1

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER J . T . JOHNSO N
East Liverpool, Ohio	 Sept. 8

BROTHER J .' C. JORDAN
East Liverpool, Ohio	 Sept. 22

BROTHER P . KOLLIMA N
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept. 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER J . G. KUEH N
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Aug . 3 1

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER M . C. MITCHELL
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept. 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER R. E. MITCHEL L
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept . 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER D. J . MOREHOUS E
St . Louis, Mo	 Sept . 28-29

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER R. H. SA;CHTLEBE R
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept . 2

(Convention, see announcement )

BROTHER J . I . VAN HORNE
Beaver, Pa	 Sept . 1 5

BROTHER G . M. WILSON'
Brooklyn, N . Y	 Sept . 1

(Convention, see announcement )
Duquesne, Pa	 Sept . 8

BROTHER W. N. WOODWORT H

Vancouver, B . C	 Sept . 1- 2
(Convention, see announcement )

Lynden, Wash	 3
Seattle, Wash	 4
Tacoma, Wash	 6
Salem, Oregon	 9
Roseburg, Oregon	 1 0
Sacramento, Calif	 1 1
San Francisco, Calif 	 1 2
Atascadero, Calif	 1 3
Eagle Rock, Calif	 14
Los Angeles, Calif	 1 5
Long Beach, Calif	 1 6
Hawthorne, Calif	 17
San Bernardino, Calif 	 1 8
Albuquerque, New Alex' 	 20
Pueblo . Coln	 2 1

Denver, Colo	 2 2
Halstead, Kans	 23
Oklahoma City, 'Okla	 24
St . Louis, Mo	 28-29

BROTHER E. G. WYLA,M

Minneapolis, Minn	 Sept . 1-2
(Convention, see announcement)
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3-131	
3-132	

Contributed by speakers

	

9 .50

	

3-133	 21 .5 3

	

10 .00

	

3-134

	

5 .0 0

	

10 .00

	

3-135	 5 .00

	

8 .10

	

3-136	 5 .00
10 .00

84 .1 3
paying own expenses on trips 65 .25

Total

Paid for advertisement in Christian Heral d

Balance in Advertising Fund 	

Total Contributions	 149 .3 8
Traveling expenses of speakers charged against his fun d

during the three months covered by this report 	 173 .1 3

Deficit in Traveling Speakers ' Fund	 23 .7 5
Number of class meetings served

	

68
Total attendance

	

. .

	

.	 1,93 6
Number of public meetings served 	 1 2
Total attendance	 1,080

FREE SUBSCRIPTION FUN D

Total number of 3 months subsciptions charged agains t
this fiend : 58 at 25c . each	

Total number of annual subscriptions charged against thi s
fund : 97 at $1 .00 each	

Deficit in Free Subscription Fund

GENERAL FUN D

F6-377—F6-428

	

. . . . 60 .56 6-40 3

6-378 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 .00 6-40 8

6-379 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-40 9

6-381 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-41 4

5-383 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-41 7

6-384 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-42 1

6-387 5 .00 6-424

6-389 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 .00 6-42 7

5-390 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-429

6-394 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00 6-43 0

6-395 10 .00 6-43 1

6-396 5 .00 6-43 2

6-401 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 .0 0

6-402 20 .00

14.5 0

97 .00

111 .5 0

13 .76

FREE BOOK FUN D

G-748—G-749

	

2 .00
Balance April 1	 11 .7 6

Total number of copie s
of "God and Reason "

sent out and charge, ]
to this fund : 52 at
13c . each	 6 .76

Copies of "Evolution a t
the Crossroads " , 6 a t
25c. each	 1 .50

Balance April 1

Grand Total	

The General Fund is used to make up d

other funds . We have transferred the followin g

for this purpose :

Free Tract fund	

Traveling Speakers ' Fund	

Free Subscription Fund	

Total Transferr ed	
8 .26

Balance in Free Book Fund 	 5 .50 BALANCE LN GENERAL FUN D
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THE .CHART OF THE AGES

This diagram is fully explained in the hook entitle d

"THE_ DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES "

obtainable at this offic e




