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HIGHLIGHTS OFDAW

A City Comes Down from Heaven

THERE are scores of cities mentioned in the Bible, and
some of them are used symbolically in the sacred Word .
One of these is Jerusalem. In the time of Abraham, Jerusa-
lem was known by the name of Salem. Melchizedek wa s
then king of Salem, and in welcoming Abraham he
"brought forth bread and wine ; and he was the priest of
the Most High God ."—Gen. 14:18

Centuries later, when the Israelites conquered the land
of Canaan, Jerusalem was in the hands of the Jebusites ,
and was known as Jebus, or the city of the Jebus . When
the country was portioned out to the tribes of Israel th e
territory of Jerusalem was promised to two tribes—the
northern part to Benjamin and the southern part to Judah.

King David conquered Jerusalem and made it his capital .
He called it the city of David . David's son Solomon built
the temple, and thus converted the city into the religiou s
and spiritual center of the tribes of Israel . After the coun-
try was divided into two kingdoms, Jerusalem remaine d
the capital of Judah—the two-tribe kingdom—where it s
successive kings reigned .

In the reign of Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, Jerusa-
lem was captured by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, wh o
destroyed it . This was about 600 years before Christ . After
seventy years' captivity in Babylon the Jews returned t o
their land and Jerusalem was restored under the leader -
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ship of Nehemiah. Jerusalem continued to be the heart o f

the Hebrew revival after the captivity, until the Greeks
captured it about 320 B. C. However, in 165 B. C. the
Maccabean insurgents recovered the city and converted i t
into the capital of the Hasmonean dynasty, which lasted
until 37 B. C., when it was usurped by Herod the Great .
With his advent to power Herod embelished the city, add-
ing many magnificent buildings, and fortified it .

Thus at the time of Jesus' first advent Jerusalem wa s
under the rulership of the Roman Empire, although th e
Jews were allowed a great deal of religious liberty. The
Roman authorities did not interfere with their worship a s
long as they did not attempt to interfere with the authorit y
of their civil rulers . Because the Jewish religious rulers of
Jerusalem and Israel at that time desired to get Jesus out
of the way they were glad to appeal to the Roman civi l
rulers to help them. To procure this help they charged that
Jesus claimed to be a king, which, if true, would have been
treason against Rome .

Jesus' Prophecy

Because of the opposition of the religious rulers of th e
day, the people generally—although they liked what Jesu s
said and did—were hindered from coming out boldly an d
accepting him . The crowds followed Jesus, probably largel y
because of his miracles, and once proclaimed him their
King, but in the end many of them clamored for him to b e
put to death . Just a few days prior to his death Jesus said
to that generation, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unt o
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children to-
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unt o
you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence-
forth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord ."—Matt . 23:37-39
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In this prophecy Jesus uses the city of Jerusalem a s
representing the entire Jewish polity. "Your house is left
unto you desolate," he said . The ruling house of David ha d
been located on Zion's hill in Jerusalem, and this ruling
house, which was typical of the ruling house of Christ, wa s
coming to an end . This entailed also the desolation of the
literal city of Jerusalem, which was brought about by the
Roman army in A. D. 70-73 .

After this desolation Jerusalem became a Roman town ,
and was called Aelia Capitolina . In A. D. 636 the Arabs
possessed the city, and because they acknowledged it s
sanctity called it Makdas—the Venerable Sanctuary . Under
Arab rule many mosques were erected in the city, and b y
this means it acquired an additional measure of religiou s
importance. The Crusaders captured the city in 1099, mak-
ing it the capital of their domain in Palestine, sometime s
known as the kingdom of Jerusalem .

The Crusaders held Jerusalem for about a hundred years .
Then the Saracens wrested it from them and occupied i t
for over three hundred years . Then the Turks captured the
city, and fortfied it by building a wall around it, whic h
still exists. It was in 1860 that the first Jewish suburb wa s
built outside the wall of the old city, and thus that part o f
Jerusalem which is now known as the new city was born .
The new town expanded rapidly, and soon its population
exceeded that of the old city .

The Turks held Jerusalem until the British occupied i t
during the First World War—in 1917, to be exact . It then
became the military headquarters of the British operatio n
in Palestine . In 1920 the British civil administration was
set up in Jerusalem, and this lasted until the establishmen t
of the State of Israel in May 1948 .

However, at this time the city was divided, the Israel i
Government controlling only the new part of the city lo -
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cated outside the walls, while the Arabs controlled th e
more ancient portion of the city within the walls . These
two parts of the city remained separated for nearly 20
years, but were finally joined under Israel's domination at
the conclusion of the Six Days War in June 1967 .

Today Jerusalem has a population of approximately
270,000, of which 200,000, mostly Jews, live outside the
walls, and about 70,000 in what is now known as Eastern

Jerusalem, including the old city . The majority of thes e
are Moslems, with a minority of Christians of various
denominations .

Observations by the Mayo r

Much of the city of Jerusalem which existed in Jesus '
day is buried under the rebuilt city, of today . However ,
there are some remains of the old city still to be seen . The
Wailing Wall is believed to be a part of the wall of the
temple—that is, Herod's Temple—which was visited b y
Jesus and where he drove out the money changers . This
Wailing Wall is very sacred to the Jewish people, and the y
gained free access to it when the walled city was capture d
by the Israeli Army in 1967. Mr. Teddy Kolleck, Mayor o f
Jerusalem, in an interview arranged by the producers o f
The Bible Answers television films, was asked if man y
Jews are now visiting the Wailing Wall . He replied :

"Well, you will find some there at any time of the day ,
even at 3 :00 o'clock in the morning, or at midnight, o r
whatever the time might be . Immediately after the unifica-
tion of the city after the war there was the feast of weeks ,
which falls approximately around Pentecost. It was the

hottest day of 1967, yet 200,000 Jews visited the Wailing

Wall. We had expected 50 to 60 thousand to come, but th e

number turned out to be well over 200,000 . It was an up-
surge of 2,000 years of longing that was absolutely u n

imaginable . "
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Mayor Kolleck was asked-4f living conditions in the ol d
city had improved in any way since it was taken over b y
the Jews. He replied:

"They used to have water in Jerusalem-Jordan once
every fourth or fifth day, and then they filled a few con-
tainers on the roof, and from that they lived . Now we have
tap water twenty-four hours around the clock; and water ,
at least, has become cheaper—it costs only half what i t
did before. Most other things, however, have gone up i n
price because our labor costs are much higher, hence pro-
duction costs are higher . "

The Mayor was asked how the Arabs and Jews are no w
getting along together in the united city. He observed :

"The Six Days War was a very cruel one, and many
hundreds of people were killed on both sides . In Jerusalem,
mainly Jerusalemites were killed, and there is not a stree t
in which there are not bereaved widows, and children wh o
were left without their fathers . The same thing is true on
the other side. But despite this we have not had a single
clash between the Arabs and Jews since the city was
united. Of course, this is a long drawn-out business, an d
the possibility of living together will exist only if the Arabs
will have a feeling that they are treated with the same
fairness as every citizen is being treated, and I think thi s
feeling does exist among them . "

Mayor Kolleck was then asked just why the city o f
Jerusalem was so important to the Jewish people, and he
gave this enlightening reply :

"Well, in a sense, Jerusalem strikes a much deeper chor d
in the heart of the Jews than the land of Israel in general .
For the last 3,000 years Jerusalem has been the center o f
Jewish worship . You can measure the feeling of the Jewish
people toward Jerusalem, especially by the many elderl y
people, immigrants who come here who don't feel that they
have arrived in the Promised Land as long as they hav e
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come only to Tel Aviv, or Haifa, or any of the other towns
in Israel . Jerusalem has been in the prayers of the Jewish
people for the last 2,000 years, and several times a day an d
hundreds of times a year . There isn't a day when
Jerusalem is not mentioned . "

The New Jerusale m

We can well understand the high regard the Jews hav e
for the ancient city of Jerusalem, and because of th e
unique circumstances associated with this particular cit y
in the Holy Land, the Lord uses it as a symbol of what th e
Bible describes as "new Jerusalem." We read, "And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be -
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himsel f
shall be with them, and be their God . And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no mor e
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain : for the former things are passed away ."—
Rev. 21 :2- 4

Think of the war after war by which ancient Jerusalem
has been ravished, with the consequent sorrow, pain, an d
death. Besides, these same evils have, through the cen-
turies, afflicted the people of all nations and races. But
these "former things" are to pass away with the comin g
down out of heaven of the "new Jerusalem" of promise .
God's rulership over Israel, beginning with David, was ex-
ercised from ancient Jerusalem: and divine rulership over
all mankind will issue from the "new Jerusalem"—com e
"down from God out of heaven."

The Seed of Blessin g

God promised father Abraham that his "seed" woul d
bless all the families of the earth . (Gen. 12:3; 22:15-181
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Actually this was a promise of rulership on the part of
Abraham's seed. Later the governing part of this promise
was narrowed to the descendants of Judah, a great-grand-
son of Abraham. We find this in a prophecy given by Jaco b
when he was pronouncing blessings upon each of hi s
twelve sons . The prophecy reads, "Judah, thou art he who m
thy brethren shall praise : thy hand shall be in the neck o f
thine enemies: thy father's children shall bow down befor e
thee. Judah is a lion's whelp : from the prey, my son, thou
art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and a s
an old lion ; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet ,
until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of th e
people be."—Gen. 49:8-1 0

This prophecy was uttered in Egypt at a time when a
couched lion was the symbol of the right to rule. So the
implication is that from the tribe of Judah would come the
great Ruler, the Messiah of promise, described by th e
Prophet Ezekiel as the One "whose right it is," to rule ove r
Israel and the whole world .—Ezek. 21: 25-27

When the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she
would be the mother of God's promised Messiah, he ex-
plained that this great One would sit upon the throne of
his father David. David, as the Scriptures reveal, sat upon
the throne of the Lord. (I Ghron. 29:23) The promise of
God was that David's ruling house would be established
forever : "Thine house and thy kingdom shall be establishe d
forever before thee: thy throne shall be established for -
ever ." (II Sam. 7:16) This prophecy is fulfilled through
Jesus .

The nation of Israel shared in the rulership of the king .
dom of David, and could have gone on to share in the ruler -
ship of the antitypical David had the nation accepted hi m
when he presented himself to them at his first advent . A
few did, of course, and these were given power, or authorl -
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ty, to become the children of God in the new age then
dawning, and thus were made joint-heirs with Christ . —
John 1:11, 12 ; Rom. 8 :1 7

The Kingdom Transferre d

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of Israe l
"The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof ." (Matt . 21:43)
These are the fruits of humility and obedience which th e
nominal Israelites of Jesus' day failed to display ; therefore
the nation, as a nation, lost its messianic kingdom privi-
leges of spiritual rulership as joint-heirs with Christ, an d
this was given to another nation .

Peter identifies this new nation to which the kingdo m
privileges, first offered to Israel, were transferred . Ad-
dressing followers of the Master, Peter wrote, "Ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people ; that ye should show forth the praise s
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light ; which in time past were not a people: but
are now the people of God."—I Pet . 2:9, 10

In other words the faithful followers of Jesus compris e
the "nation" to which now belong the kingdom privilege s
once possessed exclusively by the natural descendants o f
Abraham. Believing and faithful Jews can still share these
privileges, but no longer exclusively so . Probably the large r
proportion of this group will turn out to be Gentiles . James
said that God visited the Gentiles to "take out of them a
people for his name;" that is, to be his people and member s
of that group which are depicted in the Scriptures as "th e
bride, the Lamb's wife ."—Rev. 21 : 9

The expression, "the bride, the Lamb's wife," is used b y
the Apostle John in identifying the holy city which come s
down from heaven. After explaining that as a result of the
coming down of this "city" there shall be no more pai n
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and death, and that former things are passed away, he
relates, "There came unto me one of the seven angels
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues ,
and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show the e
the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away in the
spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me tha t
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heave n
from God."—Rev. 21 :9, 10

Some have supposed that this city which will come dow n
from heaven is a literal city, but even a brief look at it s
description dispels the possibility of this being true . For
example, the measurement of the city is given as follows :
"The city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large a s
the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelv e
thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the
height of it are equal ."—Rev . 21 :1 6

In Bible times a furlong was one eighth of a mile . This
would mean that the size of the new Jerusalem, if take n
literally, would be fifteen hundred miles in all directions ,
including its height . Obviously, the entire description of
the new Jerusalem is intended to be symbolic . But it does
contain important identifications ; for example, in its twelve
foundations are the names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb. (Rev. 21:12) And the whole city is "the bride, the
Lamb's wife . "

The Marriage of the Lam b

In Revelation 19:7, 8 we read, "Let us be glad and re-
joice, and give honor to him : for the marriage of the Lamb
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready . And to her
was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean

and white : for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints . "
Thus it becomes evident that the "bride, the Lamb's wife, "
is made up of his faithful followers, who suffer and die
with him, inspired by the hope of being united with him i n
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glory, and sharing in his thousand-year reign which is de -
signed for the blessing of all the families of the earth .

The work of God in the earth, then, since the first ad -
vent of Jesus, has been largely the gathering out from the
world of this people who would share the messianic throne
with Jesus . They are called by means of the Gospel, and
the terms of the calling are a full dedication of themselves
to know and to do God's will. It is God's will for these tha t
they walk in Jesus' steps of sacrifice even. unto death—
Rev . 2:10; 3:21

This "bride class" further makes herself ready by being
emptied of self and being filled with the Holy Spirit . Under
the influence of the Spirit they grow in grace, put on the
whole armor of God, and produce the various fruits of th e
Spirit . This making ready is the work of a lifetime for each
member of the bride class, and when the last one has
finished this work, the "bride" will have made herself
ready for the marriage .

Not until then will the marriage of the Lamb take place ,
and therefore not until then can the "holy city" come down
from God out of heaven "prepared as a bride adorned fo r
her husband." This holy city, the new Jerusalem, is another
of the Bible's symbols of the messianic kingdom ; and i t
will be when that kingdom of blessing commences to func-
tion that pain and death will begin to vanish from th e
earth. And when the work of that kingdom is complet e
there will be no more pain and death at all, for the for-
mer things shall have passed away .

Two Phases

Isaiah 2 :2-4 reads, "It shall come to pass in the last days ,
that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it . And many people
shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the moun-
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taro of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths :
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the na-
tions, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into prun-
inghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more . "

The explanation that "the law shall go forth from Zion ,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" suggests that
there will be two phases to the kingdom of Christ, sym-
bolized by "Zion" and "Jerusalem ." Zion was the capita l
hill in the typical Jerusalem, and would well picture th e
spiritual phase of the messianic kingdom. Revelation 14 : 1
shows the "Lamb" standing on Mt . Sion and with him an
hundred and forty and four thousand who follow him whith-
ersoever he goeth. (vs. 4) These are the ones—both Jews
and Gentiles—who will share in the invisible rulership of
the Messiah.

The faithful servants of God of past ages, whom w e
often speak of as the Ancient Worthies, will be the perfec t
human representatives of the divine Christ . These seen
well represented by the "Jerusalem" of the prophecy .
These intermediaries, while not the kingdom in the proper
sense, will be so fully the representatives of it among me n
that they will be recognized as the kingdom by men . (Luke
13 :28; Matt . 8:11) In the resurrection these will be restored
to human perfection, which will enable them to communi-
cate with those in the spiritual phase of the kingdom even
as Adam, in his perfection, could communicate directl y
with the heavenly powers .

These Ancient Worthies will be made "princes in all th e
earth." (Ps. 45:16) Isaiah 32 :1 reads, "Behold, a King
[Jesus] shall reign in righteousness, and princes [th e
Ancient Worthies] shall rule in judgment ." Another
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prophecy referring to the position of the Ancient Worthie s
in the kingdom reads, "I will restore thy judges as at the
first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning : afterward
thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faith-
ful city ."—Isa . 1:26

While the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21 pictures mor e
particularly the heavenly phase of the messianic kingdom ,
the earthly representatives of that "city" are appropriately
also here referred to as a city of righteousness—not an-
other government or "city," but the human rulership phas e
of the one glorious messianic kingdom .

Isaiah's prophecy refers to these human representatives
of the kingdom as "judges" and as "counsellors." Since
they will be perfect, and able to commune directly wit h
the divine Christ, their judgments will be just and their

counsellings wise . The people of all nations will quickl y
recognize the superior qualities of these "princes" and wil l
be glad to fall in line with their instructions, for it will be
discerned that they are speaking and acting for the Lord .
It will indeed be an administration of righteousness with
the laws originating in "Zion" and the word of the Lord ,
going forth from Jerusalem .—Micah 4: 2

The Templ e

John observed that the "holy city" which he saw in vi-
sion come down from heaven had no temple in it . The
temple and its services were an important part of ancien t
Jerusalem, beginning ,with the reign of Solomon . But that

was merely a symbol, as it were . of a much better arrange-
ment, in the form of the city which comes down fro m

heaven . John explains that God and the Lamb are th e

"temple" in this city. Another picture of this governmen t
is a "throne"—"the throne of God and of the Lamb ."

It is important to realize that this New Jerusalem is not
a city made up of literal buildings and walls . We remembe r
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Jesus' reply to the women of Samaria concerning the prop-
er place to worship . He said, "Woman, believe me, the
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor
yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father ." "But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seek-
eth such to worship him . God is a spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth ."—
John 4:21, 23, 2 4

The new Jerusalem, the city which comes down fro m
heaven, is a beautiful picture of the messianic kingdo m
arrangements ; and all those arrangements, and the per-
sonnel associated with them, spiritual and human, will di-
rect the people of all nations to the worship, not of a city,
but of God, and his beloved Son. The Lamb will be the
light of that city, and this light will guide the nations int o
the true worship of God—that "they may all call upon the
name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent."—
Zeph. 3 : 9

The coming down of the city out of heaven is God' s
way of telling us that the messianic kingdom is not of
human origin and is not established by human wisdom an d
strength. It is God's arrangement for the blessing of th e
sin-cursed and dying race. This arrangement calls for the
exercise of divine power in the resurrection of the dead—
first, Jesus, two thousand years ago ; and at this end of th e
age those who are brought forth in the "first resurrection "
to "live and reign with him a thousand years ."—Rev . 20 : 6

Then there will be the "better resurrection" of the
Ancient Worthies to perfection of human nature to be the
representatives of the divine Christ . (Heb . 11 :35, 40) Finally
there will be the resurrection of all the dead, Jews and
Gentiles . Those Jews at various times who saw their sacred
city of Jerusalem pillaged and destroyed will be awakene d
and learn that there is now a "new Jerusalem," an in -
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visible city, or government with Jehovah and his Son, th e
Lamb which was slain for their redemption, to give the m
light and guidance and health and life.

We can well understand the great love the Israelites no w
have for literal Jerusalem—although there is very little of
the ancient city still to be seen. The Wailing Wall is mean-
ingful and sacred to them now, but with the joys of the
messianic kingdom available to them it will lose its signfi-
cance, except as a reminder of some of their harsh ex-
periences of the past . With the earth filled with health ,
joy, and life, all mankind will rejoice, and will learn th e
advantages of worshiping their God in spirit and in truth .

With the establishment of the messianic kingdom will
come the fulfilment of Revelation 22 :17—"The Spirit an d

the bride say come. And let him that heareth say, Come .

And let him that is athirst come . And whosoever will, le t

him take the water of life freely." It is interesting to note
that all who hear and respond to this invitation to partake
of the water of life will have the opportunity of relayin g
the invitation to others . We believe that to begin with th e
majority of those who hear and respond will be the Jews
who are restored to their land of promise . But it will no t
stop with them, for these blessings of life have been pro-
vided for "all families of the earth . "

The Jewish people who respond will have the privilege
of joining in the happy proclamation, offering the wate r
of life to others, as will responding Gentiles . The "who-
soever" of this text includes all nationalities and races, all
of whom will, in turn, have the opportunity of saying ,

"Come." Thus the glorious work of the kingdom will con-
tinue through the "city" or government provided in the
divine plan for the recovery of the human race from sin

and death .

Meanwhile the events taking place in Israel today are
among the strong indications that Messiah 's kingdom is
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near, for the prophecies reveal that the Lord would restor e
his people to the Promised Land just prior to the manifes-
tation of that kingdom. And how enthusiastic the Israelite s
will be when they realize that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, an d
all the prophets are in their midst to govern and guid e
them on the "highway" that will lead to their restoration
to health and everlasting life! And, thank God, this joy
they too may quickly spread to the people of all nations .
Let us even now rejoice as we look forward to this glorious
time of blessing for all.

Weaning o/ Jruih Mion
Is our faith able to reach out and grasp the immensity of th e

fact that the God of the universe is now actually working in th e
earth, and that through the truth he has invited us to be co -
workers with him? Can we really grasp the full importance o f
what this means? Let us endeavor to grasp it so fully that the
joys and the cares of this life will seem of trifling importance
compared with the stupendous fact that we are Christians, an d
that as such God has given us the vision of truth—presen t
truth— in order that we may intelligently lay down our live s
in his service .

First God wants us to be conformed to his will . As we become
conformed to his will we will become like him in character, an d
like his beloved Son. In proportion as we are like God we will
do as God does—we will seek to bless others . To the extent
that we become like Christ, we will do as Christ did ; which was
to bless others— in God's way, by bearing witness to the truth.

It is God's will that we be ambassadors for Christ . If we are
faithful ambassadors we will tell what we know about Chris t
and about his Heavenly Father, and ours—and about th e
messianic kingdom soon to be established. If we are truly
thrilled with the hope of future participation with Christ i n
blessing the people, we will want to do everything we can no w
to scatter words of cheer and comfort to the distressed world ,
and especially to aid God ' s own people .
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BIBLE STUDY1
LESSON FOR JULY 7

3eremiah's propherg fulfilled
MEMORY VERSE : "And unto this people thou shalt say, Thu s
saith the Lord; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and th e
way of death."—Jeremiah 21 : 8

JEREMIAH 38 :14-18 ; 39:1,2,6-1 0

THE fulfilled prophecy of
Jeremiah noted in this lesson i s
the one pertaining to the peopl e
of Judah and their king, Zede-
kiah, being taken into captivity
to Babylon, and their land made
desolate . Jeremiah's prophec y
and its fulfilment was a confir-
mation of a much earlier
prophecy recorded in Leviticus
26 :14-35. Another reference to
the same general prophecy is
recorded in II Chronicles 36 :17-21 .

Leviticus 26 :18,24 and 28
speaks of a "seven times more"
of punishment which woul d
come upon Israel because of
her sins . We believe that this is
a reference to the same perio d
of time that Jesus spoke of as
"the times of the Gentiles,"
during which Jerusalem, or
Israel, would be trodden down
by Gentile nations. (Luke 21 :24 )
This "seven times" of punish-
ment is a period of 2,520 years .
It began with the overthrow o f
Judah's last king, Zedeklah, and

the taking of the nation int o
captivity in 606 B . C. The first
seventy years of this long pe-
riod of punishment was th e
time when Israel was a captive
nation in Babylon.

Leviticus 26:32-35 prophesie s
also that the land would li e
desolate . We quote: "I will
bring the land into desolation:
and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at
it . And I will scatter you amon g
the heathen, and will draw out
a sword after you : and your
land shall be desolate, and your
cities waste . Then shall the land
enjoy her sabbaths, as long as
it lieth desolate, and ye be in
your enemies' land ; even the n
shall the land rest, and enjo y
her sabbaths . As long as it lieth
desolate it shall rest; because it
did not rest in your sabbaths,
when ye dwelt upon it"

II Chronicles 36 :21 calls at-
tention to the beginning of the
foretold desolation and rest of
the land, showing that it was at
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the time when Judah's last k9,ng.
was overthrown: "To fulfil th e
word of the Lord by the mout h
of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her sabbaths : for as
long as she lay desolate she
kept sabbath, to fulfil three-
score and ten years."

The overthrow of the kingdo m
of Judah and the taking of the
people into captivity in Babylon
was a gradual development .
While the kings of Judah were
all from the royal line of David,
upon the death of a king it wa s
the prerogative of the people to
select which of the royal line
would be the successor .
Jehoahaz, the son of the goo d
king Josiah, was the last king
the people were allowed to
choose, and he was permitte d
to reign only three months .

Then the king of Egyp t
stepped in, overthrew Jehoahaz ,
and appointed his brother
Elikam to reign in his stead,
changing his name to Jehoiakim .
The king of Egypt also "con-
demned" the land—Prof . Strong
indicates the levying of a fine ;
today we would use the word
"tax ." The amount of the fine
or tax on the land was "an
hundred talents of silver, and a
talent of gold." This was just
twenty-two years before the
overthrow of Israel's last king ,
Zedekiah. In the nineteenth
year Nebuchadnezzar wrested
power from Egypt's king, and
Jehoiakim came under his dorm,
nation, and from then until the

people were taken captive to
Babylon they were vassals to
the king of Babylon .—Dan . 1 :1, 2

The Prophets Ezekiel an d
Jeremiah were used by th e
Lord in connection with th e
overthrow of the nation at that
time. He wrote concerning thei r
last king, Zedekiah: "And thou ,
profane wicked prince of Israel ,
whose day is come, when ini-
quity shall have an end, Thus
saith the Lord God; Remove th e
diadem, and take off the crown :
this shall not be the same : exal t
him that is low, and abase him
that is high. I will overturn,
overturn, overturn, it : and it
shall be no more, until he come
whose right it is ; and I will give
it him."—Ezek. 21 :25 .2 7

The One "whose right it is"
to rule over Israel and the
world is the glorified Jesus, an d
the time is during his secon d
presence . Jesus' loyal follower s
during the Gospel Age will i n
due time share that rulership
with him.—Luke 1 :30-33; Rev .
20 : 6

QUESTION S

Where in the Bible is the firs t
prophecy of Israel's overthrow ,
and the desolation of the land ?

What do the prophecies say
as to the purpose of the deso-
lation of the land?

Who was Israel's last king ,
and who will be the future king
of Israel and of the world ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR JULY 1 4

Exiled in )3ahglo n

MEMORY VERSE : "Let Israel hope in the Lord : for with the

Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption ."

—Psalm 130 : 7

LAMENTATIONS 5 :1 .7,15-2 2

JEREMIAH had prophesied that
God's judgments would come
upon the kingdom of Judah ;
and all that he foretold came
to pass . Jerusalem, the king-
dom's capital and center of
worship, was captured by the
Babylonian armies, destroyed ,
and its treasures looted . Zede-
kiah, Judah's last king, was
captured, blinded, and carrie d
as a prisoner to Babylon. Drive n
into exile with him were mos t
of the citizens of Judah—onl y
the very poorest were left i n
the land .

The people of Judah mus t
have been most unhappy and
miserable in their new surround-
ings as captives ; and Jeremiah,
in his poetical Book of Lamen-
tations, gives expression to the
profound grief of his peopl e
under these circumstances. He
emphasizes that this great evil
had come upon them because

of their sins against their God ,
with whom the nation had en-
tered into a covenant at Sinai .

While the Book of Lamenta-
tions, as its name indicates, is
principally one of lament over
the calamities which had com e
upon God's chosen people, nev-
ertheless it also emphasize s
God's mercy and faithfulness in
dealing with his people. Jere-
miah wrote, "It is of the Lord' s
mercies that we are not con-
sumed, because his compassions
fail not. They are new every
morning : great is thy faithful-
ness."—Lam. 3:22,2 3

God is always faithful to hi s
people; in many instances de-
spite their unfaithfulness to
him. In the case of his peopl e
Israel he had made many prom-
ises that in spite of their way-
wardness he would ultimately
reestablish them in the Promise d
Land, and pour out his bless-
ings upon them through th e
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agencies of Christ's kingdom .
It was because of God's mercy
that they were taken to Babylo n
as exiles instead of being con-
sumed .

The time of the final gather-
ing of Israel under the messian-
ic kingdom is mentioned by
Paul in Romans, chapter 11 . Th e
Israelites had only recently
committed their greatest sin ;
the sin of rejecting their Messiah
and persecuting him unto death .
But despite this, Paul informs
us, when Messiah's kingdom i s
established mercy will be ex-
tended to these unfaithful ones.

"And so

	

all

	

Israel

	

shall be
saved :" Paul writes, "as

	

it i s
written, There shall come out
of Sion [the spiritual phase of
Christ's kingdom] the Deliverer ,
and shall turn away ungodlines s
from Jacob: for this my cove-
nant unto them, when I shal l
take away their sins ." (Rom .
11 :26,27 ; Jer . 31 :31-34) Paul add s
that God hath "concluded them
all in unbelief, that he might
have mercy upon all. 0 the
depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God !
how unsearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways past find-
ing out!"—Rom. 11 :32, 3 3

Our memory verse again em-
phasizes God's mercy in dealing
with Israel, and points out tha t
because of his mercy they ca n
continue to hope in him. Jere-
miah also presents this theme

BIBLE STUDY

of hope based upon God's '
mercy . We quote : "The Lord is
my portion, saith my soul ;
therefore will I hope in him .
The Lord is good unto them
that wait for him, to the soul
that seeketh him. It is good
that a man should both hope
and quietly wait for the salva-
tion of the Lord."—Lam. 3 :24-2 6

Thus did Jeremiah urge the
the captives in Babylon t o
accept the judgments of th e
Lord against them, and to con-
tinue to hope in him . He wanted
the Israelites to learn a needed
lesson from their experience ;
namely, that the Lord is goo d
to them who wait for him and
to those who seek him . This i s
an important lesson for all the
Lord's people to learn . We, too,
can depend upon the Lord' s
faithfulness in fulfilling all the
good promises he has made to
spiritual Israel.

QUESTION S

How was Israel's captivity a

demonstration of God's mercy

and faithfulness?

How will God's mercy b e
shown in his dealings wit h
Israel in Messiah's kingdom?

2 3



LESSON FOR JULY 2 1

ZzeIiel's Challenge

MEMORY VERSE : "A new heart also will I give you, and a new

spirit will I put within you : and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh."
—Ezekiel 36 :2 6

EZEKIEL 18 :26.32

THE Prophet Ezekiel was take n
captive to Babylon prior to the
destruction of Jerusalem and
the overthrow of Zedekiah,
Judah's last king. (Ezek. 1 :1-3 )
The Israelites were God's cove-
nant people ; a people to who m
he had given his Law at the
hand of Moses. One of th e
promises of God with respec t
to the Law was that anyon e
who would keep it inviolat e
would live . (Ezek. 18 :5 ; Rom.
10:5) It is against this back-
ground of promise that Ezekiel
18 :26.32 was written.

It has not been true of man-
kind in general throughout th e
ages that the wicked, by turn-
ing from their wickedness,
could save themselves from
death . Nor has it been true tha t
if a righteous man reverted to
his wicked ways he would b e
summarily destroyed by God.

However, there will be a tim e
in the plan of God when this
will be literally true . This pe-
riod is described by the Apostl e
Peter as "the times of restitu-
tion of all things ." Christ wil l
then be King—that "Great
Prophet" referred to in a prom-
ise to Moses (Deuteronomy 18 :
18)—and Peter said that it shal l
"come to pass that the soul,
which will not hear that proph-
et, shall be destroyed from
among the people ."—Acts 3 :19-2 3

Even the Israelites, to whom
the Law Covenant was given,
failed to gain life under its
provisions, for they, like the
remainder of the world of man-
kind, were members of the sin-
cursed and dying race and were
not capable of measuring up to
the standard of perfection con-
tained in the Law. It is true, of
course, that the sincere amon g
them who did the best the y
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could were blessed by the Lor d
in lesser ways, but none gaine d
life by his own righteouness .

God knew that it would be so ,
and one of the main purpose s
of the Law was to emphasize
that life can be obtained onl y
through the redeeming blood o f
Christ . Paul spoke of the La w
as a "schoolmaster" "to bring
us unto Christ ." (Gal . 3:24) I t
brought very few Jews to Chris t
at the time of the first advent ,
and not many since have bee n
brought to him by this "school -
master" ; but during the age of
Christ's kingdom, when they
shall have been awakened from
the sleep of death, it will b e
different . Then they will gladly
acknowledge their failure to ob-
tain life through their ow n
efforts, and will accept the
provisions of Christ's blood,
obey the laws of his kingdom,
and live .

EZEKIEL 36 :26-2 8

This short passage of Scrip-
ture is part of a general proph-
ecy concerning the restoration
of Israel to their Promise d
Land at this end of the present
age—a return from a scattering
which began in A . D . 70-73, when
Titus destroyed Jerusalem and
the temple . This prophecy be -
gins with the 16th verse o f
chapter 36, and continues to th e
end of chapter 39 . It shows tha t
in this era of restoration th e
Israelites would pass through

many very trying circumstances,
the climax of which would be
an attack upon them by armie s
from the "north," with allies .
—ch . 3 8

It will be in this aggressor
attack that the Lord fights for
and delivers the Israelites from
the hand of their enemies. By
this means their eyes becom e
opened to the glory of the
Lord. Then they will really un-
derstand the meaning of their
dispersion among the Gentiles,
and the Lord will pour out hi s
Spirit upon them, and they wil l
be assured that he will no t
again hide his face from them.
—ch . 39 :25-29

Our memory verse gives us
further assurance of this, add-
ing that the Lord will take away
their stony heart, and give the m
a heart of flesh . This is in keep-
ing with the prophecy of Jere-
miah 31 :33 : "I will put my la w
in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts ; and will be
their God, and they shall be my
people." This promise will be
fulfilled during the thousand -
year reign of Christ.

QUESTION S

Has any member of the falle n
race ever gained life by his ow n
efforts? Explain.

When will the Lord give new
hearts to the people, Jews an d
Gentiles ?

BIBLE STUDY
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LESSON FOR JULY 2 8

Daniel

	

ra~,o tar din people

MEMORY VERSE : "0 Lord, hear: 0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord,

hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, 0 my God : fo r

thy city and thy people are called by thy name ."—Daniel 9 :1 9

DANIEL 9:34,17-1 9

DANIEL'S prayer on behalf of
his people is one of the most
eloquent in the Bible . He under-
stood from Jeremiah's prophecy
that his people were to be hel d
captives in Babylon for seventy
years. (ch . 9 :2) But he had bee n
given a vision "of the evening
and the morning" and then told
to shut up the vision : "for i t
shall be for many days" (ch .
8 .26) Then "Daniel fainted, an d
was sick many days ."—ch . 8 :2 7

It is reasonable to conclud e
that Daniel supposed that th e
reference to "many days" may
have indicated that the captivity
was to be extended beyond the
seventy years . Being acquainted
with Jeremiah's prophecy he
would doubtless know of the
lesson which God taught hi m
through the potter; namely, that
if a nation or kingdom did not
measure up to requirements th e
Lord reserved the right to

change his promised arrange-
ments concerning that nation or
kingdom.—Jer. 18 :1-1 0

In any case, in the climax of
his prayer (see memory verse )
Daniel pleaded with the Lord
not to "defer" the fulfilment of
his promise to release his
people from captivity and t o
rebuild Jerusalem. Daniel real-
ized that he had no basis for
making this request so far as
the righteousness of the people
was concerned . In the beginnin g
of his prayer he had said to
God, "We have sinned, and have
committed iniquity, and have
done wickedly, and have re-
belled, even by departing fro m
thy precepts and from thy
judgments.—ch. 9 : 5

Daniel 's plea was based upo n
his understanding of the Lord' s
mercy—"To the Lord our Go d
belong mercies and forgive-
nesses, though we have rebelle d
against him; neither have we
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obeyed the voice of the Lord
our God, to walk in his laws,
which he set before us by his
servants the prophets."—vss.
9, 1 0

In his prayer Daniel notes th e
fact that the great evil of the
captivity had come upon the
Israelites as a confirmation o f
the Lord's foretold judgment s
against them in the event they
continued to disobey him. The
Lord had brought this evil upon
them, not because he was un-
righteous, but because he wa s
righteous . It was justice on the
Lord's part, not injustice .

Acknowledging this, Danie l
then continues, "0 Lord, ac -
cording to all thy righteousness ,
I beseech thee, let thine ange r
and thy fury be turned away
from thy city Jerusalem, thy
holy mountain : because for our
sins, and for the iniquities of
our fathers, Jerusalem and thy
people are become a reproac h
to all that are about us"—vs. 1 6

Again, in verse 18, Danie l
emphasizes that he is not bas-
ing his petition upon any right
that the Israelites might hav e
to be heard on account of their
righteousness . He says, "We d o
not present our supplication s
before thee for our righteous-
nesses, but for thy great mer-
cies ."—vs. 1 8

The word "mercy" is a very
important one in connectio n
with God's dealing with Israel ,

BIBLE STUDY

and, in fact, with all his people .
As we noted in a previous les-
son, had it not been for God' s
mercy the people of Israe l
would have been "consumed"
by God's judgments instead of
being taken captive to Babylon .
And now Daniel was prayin g
for an extension of that mercy
by not continuing the captivity
beyond the foretold seventy
years .—Lam. 3 :22-2 6

In the outworking of his plan
for the deliverance of all man-
kind from sin and death, Go d
has implemented his mercy and
his compassion by the provisio n
of the redeeming blood o f
Christ. The Scriptures assure us
that the redeeming work o f
Christ is a propitiation, or satis-
faction, not only for our sins,
but also for the sins of the
whole world .—I John 2 : 2

QUESTION S

What was the main purpose
of Daniel's prayer, recorded in
chapter 9 ?

Upon what did he base his
petition to God to "defer not"
the restoration of the Israelites ,
and of Jerusalem?

Upon what basis will God
ultimately extend mercy to the
entire condemned human race?
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Grace, Power, and Knowledge

"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through th e
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as hi s
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertai n
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue ."—Il Peter 1 :2, 3

GOD'S grace is his unmerited favor, and how unworth y
we all are of his favor! Peter expressed the desire that
God's grace, and the peace which comes through a knowl-
edge of his love, be "multiplied" in the hearts and lives o f
those who have espoused the divine cause . God is alway s
willing to multiply his blessings to us, although we lack th e
capacity to receive and appreciate his grace in all its ful l
abundance .

In order to increase in grace and knowledge we mus t
empty our hearts and minds of earthly aims and ambitions ,
for these selfish desires prevent our lives from being fille d
as they might otherwise be with the grace of God . True,
we may be surrounded on every hand by manifestations of
God's favor, yet if we have selfish hearts of unbelief the
blessings which the Lord has made so abundantly availabl e
will not bring the peace and joy of heart which they other -
wise would .

Peter explains that grace and peace are multiplied unto
us "through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord . "
How strongly this emphasizes the importance of knowledge ,
not worldly knowledge, but a knowledge of God and o f
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Jesus our Lord . This knowledge is revealed to us throug h
God's great and loving plan of salvation, which is to b e
found in his Word . The Prophet Jeremiah wrote that we
should glory in the fact that we know God, who delights t o
exercise loving-kindness in the earth .—Jer. 9:23

We read that "God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life ." (John 3 :16) Our tex t
explains that God has given us "all things that pertain un-
to life and godliness," and his beloved Son is one of thes e
gifts . All of God's provisions for "life and godliness" ar e
motivated by his love, and are manifestations of his grace ,
but they are made available to us by his power .

It was by divine power that the Logos was born of a
woman, and thus became flesh, for the suffering of death .
It was divine power that sustained the Redeemer through -
out the three and one-half years of his ministry, and en-
abled him at the end to be triumphant in laying down hi s
life. Because of this, life has been provided—provided, tha t
is, upon the basis of our acceptance of this precious gift of
God, and faithfulness in doing his will .

Knowledge Through the Wor d

In order to accept Jesus as the gift of God's love we must
know about him, and about the vitally important place h e
occupies in the divine plan of salvation . This knowledge
reaches us through the Scriptures, and the Scriptures were
provided by the power of God, or by "divine power," a s
our text states it . The Bible speaks of divine power as the
Holy Spirit of God, and it was the Holy Spirit that gave us
the Word of God .

Peter informs us concerning the Old Testament Scrip-
tures that holy men of old wrote as they were moved b y
the Holy Spirit . (II Pet . 1 :21) These Scriptures foretold th e
coming of Jesus to be the Messiah. They forecast his birth ,

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

29



his ministry, his suffering, and his death . They also proph-

esied his resurrection from death, and his exaltation . These
messages of the Holy Spirit outlined the Heavenly Father' s
will for Jesus, and it was by his obedience to this will that
his sacrifice as our Redeemer was acceptable to God .

However, as a natural man, Jesus could not understan d
the full meaning of what had been written concerning him ,
so there was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon him a t
the time of his baptism, which brought about, figurativel y
speaking, an opening of the heavens for him . Then there
was a miraculous revelation of the divine truth which ha d
already been recorded by the prophets as they were move d
by the Holy Spirit .

To the extent that it was possible, Jesus imparted the
truth of the divine plan to his apostles . However, bein g
natural men who had not yet received the Holy Spirit them -
selves, their ability to grasp the great truths of the divin e
plan was limited . But Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, an d
this promise was fulfilled by the gift of the Holy Spiri t
which came upon the waiting believers at Pentecost . This
resulted in a miraculous revealment of truth to the apostles ,
enabling them to understand the many things which Jesu s
had said to them. Thus we have in their sermons and
epistles a further rounding out of the divine plan for the
blessing of mankind in general, and of the Heavenly
Father's will for us who have now accepted God's preciou s
gift of his beloved Son .

"Thoroughly Fitted "

Altogether, then, through the prophets, the teaching s
and example of our Lord Jesus, and the teachings of the
apostles, divine power has furnished us with all the truth
we need to guide us in the way of life and godliness . Writ-
ing to Timothy, the Apostle Paul said, "All Scripture, di-
vinely inspired, is indeed profitable for teaching, for con -
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viction, for correction, for that discipline which is i n
righteousness ; so that the man of God may be complete ,
thoroughly fitted for every good work ."—II Tim . 3 :16, 17,
Diaglott

Through the Old Testament Scriptures, the meaning o f
which was miraculously revealed to him, Jesus was pro-
vided with the necessary information to guide him in th e
doing of the Father's will . Just so, the divinely inspired
Scriptures as a whole now furnish the information relativ e
to our association with Jesus in the great plan of salvation .

The Scriptures reveal that by nature we are members o f
a fallen and condemned race, and that we cannot pleas e
God by works of our own righteousness . It is essential al-
ways to keep this in mind in order that we may be kep t
humble before the Lord . The Scriptures also reveal that w e
can be acceptable to our Heavenly Father through the mer-
it of Jesus' redeeming blood . To obtain this standing before
God through the blood of Jesus, it is essential that we re -
pent, and demonstrate our acceptance of God's gift by th e
consecration of our all to do the divine will, which is to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus . We have the assurance o f
the Word that if we take these necessary steps we will b e
"accepted in the Beloved . "

In His Step s

During the present age God's will for his people is ex -
pressed through the invitation extended by Jesus when h e
said, "If any man will cone after me, let him deny himself ,
and take up his cross, and follow me." (Matt . 16:24) This
means following Jesus into death . Jesus was a perfect man,
and he began his ministry in the prime of his life, yet so
zealous was he in doing his Father's will that at the end o f
three and one-half years he was physically unable to carry
his own cross to the place of crucifixion . So, following him

(Continued on page 34 )
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(Continued from page 31 )

into death means more than simply espousing his cause
until we die . It calls for a vigorous sacrificing of time and
strength and means, until our offering is consumed . This
is why the Christian way is narrow and difficult .

In Jesus' teachings we find much information as to what
it means to walk in his steps . Concerning our attitude
toward others, especially our enemies, Jesus said, "Lov e
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to the m
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you ; that ye may be the children o f
your Father which is in heaven : for he maketh his sun t o
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on th e
just and on the unjust . For if ye love them that love you ,
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same ?
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than
others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore per-
fect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."—
Matt . 5:44-48

The Greek word here translated "perfect" means "com-
plete." Jesus has reminded us that his Heavenly Father
bestows the common blessings of sunshine and rain upo n
both the good and the evil ; that he is complete in the be-
stowing of his benefactions. And he admonishes us to d o
the same—not to be partial, but all-comprehensive in the
bestowing of our blessings . This is an exacting test of dis-
cipleship, but it is one of the facets of godliness concernin g
which the Holy Spirit has revealed the Father's will .

Heavenly Treasure s

Again Jesus said, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and wher e

thieves break through and steal : but lay up for yourselve s
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal ."
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(Matt . 6:19, 20) Here is another facet of true godliness, on e
which requires great faith to accept and to put into prac-
tice. Paul tells us that faith is the evidence of things un-
seen . (Heb. 1I :1) We cannot see the treasures we are laying
up in heaven ; but if we can believe that through our faith-
fulness in following in the Master's footsteps these treas-
ures are being laid up for future use, then the treasures o f
this world will seem of little value by comparison .

Jesus elaborates upon this viewpoint somewhat . He said :
"I bid you put away anxious thoughts about food and drin k
to keep you alive, and clothes to cover your body . Surel y
life is more than food, the body more than clothes . Look
at the birds of the air ; they do not sow and reap and stor e
in barns, yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. You are
worth more than the birds! Is there a man of you who by
anxious thought can add a foot to his height? And why h e
anxious about clothes? Consider how the lilies grow in th e
fields; they do not work, they do not spin ; and yet, I tel l
you, even Solomon in all his splendor was not attired lik e
one of these . But if that is how God clothes the grass in
the fields, which is there today, and tomorrow is thrown o n
the stove, will he not all the more clothe you? How littl e
faith you have! No, do not ask anxiously, `What are we t o
eat? What are we to drink? What shall we wear?' All thes e
are things for the heathen to run after, not for you, because
your Heavenly Father knows that you need them all . Set
your mind on God's kingdom and his justice before every -
thing else, and all the rest will come to you as well . So do
not he anxious about tomorrow ; tomorrow will 'look afte r
itself . Each day has troubles enough of its own ."—Matt .
6 :25-34, New English Bible

"Set your mind on God's kingdom," Jesus said. The
Common Version reads, "Seek ye first the kingdom o f
God." We rejoice as we look forward to the time when the
blessings of human health and life will be flowing out to
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mankind through the agencies of the messianic kingdom ,
but we rejoice even more when we contemplate the shar e
in the rulership of that kingdom which God has promised
to us. Jesus said, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom ."—Luk e
12 :32

In his vision on the Isle of Patmos, John saw those wh o
had been beheaded for the witness of Jesus and the Wor d
of God. John saw them come up in the first resurrection to
live and reign with Christ a thousand years . Those who
qualify for this high position are those who are faithful i n
following in the footsteps of Jesus, suffering and dyin g
with him as his witnessess. The attaining of this high posi-
tion with Jesus is the first consideration of their lives .
Material food and the other necessities of this human lif e
will be given no more consideration by them than is neces-
sary, and should be given no anxious thought at all .

Paul wrote, "Let all men know your forbearance . The
Lord is at hand . Have no anxiety about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgivin g
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God which passeth all understanding, will keep your heart s
and your minds in Christ Jesus ." (Phil . 4 :5-7, R . S.V.) To -
day we can say that the Lord is present, and therefore we
appreciate all the more the importance of seeking first th e
long-promised kingdom which so soon will be established .
But the kingdom and its interests will be something less
than first in our lives if we permit anxiety over our tem-
poral needs to divert our attention from our true spiritual
interests .

"What Manner of Persons"

In Peter's prophecy concerning the end of the age an d
the time of our Lord's second presence, speaking of the
various aspects of this present evil world, he said, "Seein g
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manne r
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of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and god-
liness." (II Pet. 3 :11) The Greek word here translated "con-
versation" means more than merely the things we say. It
comprehends our whole walk in life, our daily conduct, in-
cluding, of course, the use we make of our tongues .

And what manner of persons should we be? What i s
holy conduct and godliness? Peter has given us at least a
partial answer to the question in the opening chapter o f
this epistle . After telling us, as in our text, that divin e
power has given unto us all things which pertain to life and
godliness, "through the knowledge of him that hath called
us to glory and virtue," he continues, "Whereby" ; that is ,
by divine power, "are given unto us exceeding great an d
precious promises: that by these ye might become par-
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust."—vs . 4

The inspirational power of the promises of God concern-
ing our glorious hope of exaltation with Christ to live and
reign with him, has much to do with preparing us for th e

divine nature . We have faith in these promises, and we are

admonished to add to that faith, and diligently so, "virtue ;
and to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance

[self-control] ; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness ; and to godliness brotherly-kindness ; and to

brotherly-kindness love ." What a comprehensive summar y

this is of a life of godliness, and how diligent we should be
in seeking to attain these various virtues, which in realit y

are the fruits and graces of the Holy Spirit !

Peter explains further, "If these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren no r
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ." We
need the knowledge of Christ, and of his Heavenly Father,
but this knowledge is of little value to us unless, through
our own diligence in its use, it bears the fruits of godliness .

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

37



God does not coerce us. His power has made every pro -
vision for the "great salvation" which he has offered us ,
and guarantees all the necessary help to attain to it, bu t
we must co-operate by doing our part in diligently bringin g
our every thought into captivity to his will as it is expresse d
through his Word . We are assured that if we do this we wil l
make our calling and election sure, and that an abundant
entrance will be ministered unto us into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ .

Paul's Earnest Desir e

Paul knew, as stated by Peter in our text, that all things
pertaining to life and godliness are given to us by divine
power, and he expressed his willingness that these bless-
ings of his Heavenly Father through his beloved So n
should cost him all earthly things, including life itself . He
knew by experience what it meant to deny self and to take
up his cross and follow his Master . Even while languishin g
in a Roman prison, not knowing what the morrow migh t
bring, he was still happy that he had made the sacrifice .
Paul was interested only in the one thing, which was to fin-
ish his course through the complete consummation of that
sacrifice .

Speaking of some of the things which he once held a s
valuable, Paul wrote, "Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews ; as touching the law, a Pharisee ; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church ; touching the righteousness which
is in the law, blameless." But, as Paul explains, "what
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ .
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excel-
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
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that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousnes s
which is of God by faith ."—Phil . 3 :5-9

How highly did Paul esteem the knowledge of God and
of Christ Jesus! He knew that this knowledge had reache d
him by divine power, through the Word of truth . And he
knew that to continue growing in grace and knowledge it
was essential to keep his sacrifice on the altar . At the be-
ginning of his walk in the narrow way the Lord had made
clear to Paul that his course was to be one of suffering ,
and his experiences had proved true to this forecast . Now
in prison at Rome he would perhaps reflect on some of the
experiences in which he had had the privilege of provin g
his worthiness of God's grace through Christ, but this di d
not deter him in the least from facing the future in whic h
he knew that the sacrifice and suffering would continue .

Yes, Paul was still willing to have the knowledge of Go d
and of Christ cost him everything of earthly advantage—
"that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection ,
and the fellowship [partnership] of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death ; if by any means I migh t
attain unto the resurrection of the dead ." (Phil . 3:10, 11)
Paul knew that the mighty power of God which had raise d
Jesus from the dead had been with the Master throughou t
the entire course of his earthly ministry, to sustain him as
a new creature in his every time of need. And Paul wante d
to experience the benefits of that power through his ow n
faithfulness as a partner in the suffering and sacrificial

death of Jesus . Just as the Heavenly Father, through his
promises, had set a great joy before the Master which en-
abled him to endure the cross and to despise the shame, s o
Paul was encouraged and sustained by the hope of sharin g
in the first resurrection and being with Jesus in the heaven-
ly phase of his kingdom.

Paul continued, "Brethren, I count not myself to hav e
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

	

39



[earthly] things which are behind, and reaching forth unt o
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ." One
with less faith and courage might well have wondered, un-
der the circumstances, if it were worthwhile to continu e
serving the Lord . His whole life as a follower of the Master
had been largely one of affliction . Stonings, imprisonments ,
stripes on his bare back, misrepresentations, trials amon g
false brethren, weariness and other hardships had been
his lot . But Paul was not daunted by any of these things .

Instead, he was determined faithfully to press on in th e
same rugged and narrow way . He was reaching forth unt o
those things which were before, and he wanted to continu e
pressing toward the mark, knowing that in doing so ther e
would be further sacrifices, additional hardships . But Paul
knew also, even as Peter states in our text, that divine pow-
er would continue to provide all the necessary help in order
that he might ultimately apprehend that for which he had
been apprehended by Christ Jesus . (Phil . 3 :12) May this
also be our earnest desire and determination, that through
divine grace and power we too may attain unto life an d
godliness, and share with Jesus and all his faithful follow-
ers in the future work of blessing all the families of the
earth .

TWO DISC RECORDING S

The two booklets, "Why God Permits Evil" and "How Go d
Answers Prayer," are now available on twelve-inch, long-play-
ing records—speed, 33 RPM . These records are sent out o n
loan to the blind, and are available to others at $1 .75 each .
One or both may be ordered as desired . Additional recordings
will be available later. Address: Dawn Recorded Lectur e
Service, East Rutherford, New Jersey 0707 3
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I	 YOUR QUESTION S

The Cost of Trut h

Proverbs 23:23 reads, "Bu y
the truth and sell it not ; also
wisdom, and instruction, an d
understanding ." What is the
truth which we are to "buy,"
and how do we buy it?

Here, in reality, we have
two questions, the first being ,
"What is truth?" There is, of
course, scientific truth, medi-
cal truth, mathematical truth ,
historical truth, and various
other fields of truth . However ,
since the question is based o n
an expression found in the
Bible, we know that here the
"truth" referred to pertains
to God and his great plan fo r
the blessing of all mankind .

When Jesus told Pilate tha t
he had come into the world to
"bear witness unto the truth,"
Pilate asked him, "What i s
truth?" (John 18:37, 38) Jesu s
did not give Pilate a direc t
answer to this question, but
the night before, in the uppe r
room, praying on behalf of
his disciples, Jesus said, "Sanc-
tify them through thy truth :
thy Word is truth ."—John
17 :17

Here, then, is the truth
which we are admonished to
`"buy." It is the truth of God's
Word—that great and precious
message which God gav e
through his prophets, apostles ,
and the Lord Jesus concerning
his purpose to redeem and re -
tore the sin-cursed and dying
race to life. This is the grea t
theme song of the Bible, "the
joyful sound" mentioned by
the Psalmist when he wrote ,
"Blessed is the people that
know the joyful sound : they
shall walk, 0 Lord, in the
light of thy countenance ."—
I's . 89 :1 5

In the Bible there are his-
torical truths, propheti c
truths, and devotional truths;
and these are related to the
great messianic theme song
that has gladdened the hearts
of God's people throughou t
the ages. Peter, speaking of
what he describes as "times of
restitution of all things," as-
serts that this culminating
feature of the divine plan ha d
been declared by God by th e
mouth of his holy prophets
since the world began .
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This promised "restitution "
was made possible by the fact
that Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every
man. (Heb. 2:9) It is to shar e
in this future work of restor-
ing the dying race to life tha t
the faithful followers of th e
present age are being pre -
pared .

How do we "buy this pre-
cious truth of the Bible? It i s
by giving our all, even life it-
self in devotion to God and
his cause . It is one thing sim-
ply to know more or less abou t
the divine plan, but quite an -
other thing to make it ou r
own through the surrender o f
our lives in its service, whic h
is the service of the Lord, wh o
is its Author .

Furthermore, this purchase
price of the truth is more
than a momentary giving o f
ourselves to the Lord . The
genuineness of our dedicatio n
requires a lifetime to demon-
strate . It involves willingness
to give up our reputation, ou r
time, our strength, our means ;
in fact, everything which we
hold as near and dear.

The "purchase price" of di-
vine truth also includes loyal-
ty to God and to his Word— a
loyalty to the Word whic h
might well at times mean th e
giving up of traditional con -

cepts of truth still held by
our friends, perhaps even by
some of our brethren i n
Christ.

We could easily "sell" th e
truth by adhering to traditio n
rather than to the plain teach-
ings of the Word of God . We
could also "sell" the truth
through unfaithfulness to it s
righteous precepts, and b y
our failure to make known
the glad tidings to others .

Not Then Establishe d

Jesus said to his disciples,
"There be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death ,
till they see the Son of ma n
coming in his kingdom ." (Matt.
16 :28) How could this be true,
since, as we know, Christ's
kingdom was not set up at th e
beginning of the Christian era?

The verse quoted in the
question is the last in chapte r
16 . Verses 1-9 of the next
chapter give an account of the
vision in which Jesus appeare d
transfigured before three of
his apostles, Peter, James, an d
John. This vision occurred six
days after Jesus said tha t
there were some among them
who would not taste death un-
til they saw the Son of ma n
coming in his kingdom .
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Later the Apostle Peter
wrote concerning his experi-
ence on the Mount of Trans-
figuration, saying, "We hav e
not followed cunningly devise d
fables, when we made known
unto you the power and com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty . For he received from
God the Father honor an d
glory, when there _came suc h
a voice to him from the excel -
lent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well
pleased . And this voice whic h
came from heaven we heard ,
when we were with him in th e
holy mount ."—II Pet . 1 : 16-18

Earlier in this chapter Peter
assures those who are faith-
ful that they will have an
abundant entrance "into th e
everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . "
(vs. 11) Then he presents his
confirmation of the kingdo m
hope by relating his experi-
ence with Jesus on the Moun t
of Transfiguration. Clearly,
then, what Peter, James, and
John saw on the mount was a
vision of the kingdom, and o f
Jesus in great glory in tha t
kingdom. Thus, we believe,
was fulfilled Jesus' statemen t
that some of his apostles
would not taste death until

they saw the Son of man com-
ing in his kingdom. What they
saw was a marvelous vision of
the messianic kingdom .

A Final Test

If the dead are raised an d
tried while Satan is bound ,
would there be any real proof
of their love for the Lord ?

Revelation 20:1-3 informs us
that "an angel" comes down
from heaven and binds Sata n
for a thousand years, "that h e
should deceive the nations n o
more, till the thousand years
should be fulfilled." This is a
necessary feature of God's
plan for rescuing mankind
from the deceptive rulership
of. Satan; for during tha t
thousand years when Satan i s
bound the people will be free
from his deceptions, and wil l
be able to make unhampered
progress in the true knowl-
edge of God .

Besides their progress in
the knowledge of God, thos e
who respond favorably to their
new understanding will als o
make progress physically unti l
they reach perfection such a s
Adam enjoyed before he trans-
gressed the divine law . How-
ever, when the thousand year s
of Satan's binding and the
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reign of Christ and his church
is finished, Satan will b e
loosed for a "little season . "
This will subject restored man-
kind to a final test . It will be
then that the "real proof" of
their integrity before God—
referred to in the question—
will be demonstrated.

Paul's Early Ministry

Please harmonize Acts 9 :19-29
with Galatians 1 :15-24. The
former passage states tha t
Paul went to Jerusalem an d
saw the apostles; and in the
latter Paul declares that he
did not confer with the
apostles .

These two passages of
Scripture need to be consid-
ered jointly in order to se e
their harmony. Taking the
passage in Acts literally, on e
gets the thought that after
giving a short witness i n
Damascus, Paul went directly
to Jerusalem. But from hi s
own statement in Galatian s
1 :17 he first went into Arabia ,
and returned to Damascus .
This is omitted in the account
in Acts .

In Galatians 1 :16 Paul in-
forms us that he conferred
not with flesh and blood,

meaning, we believe, that he
did not seek the ordination of
the other apostles before com-
mencing his ministry. The
record in Acts indicates this .
After his conversion, and from
his own testimony after his
visit to Arabia, Paul preache d
"certain days" in Damascus .
It would seem that these cer-
tain days could have been th e
three years Paul refers to
prior to his first visit to
.Jerusalem, with the exception ,
perhaps, of the time he spent
in Arabia.

In the Acts account we ar e
informed that while in Jerusa-
lem Barnabas took Paul to
the apostles, but it does not
say all the apostles . In Gala-
tians Paul says that he saw
none of the apostles excep t
Peter and James. These might
very well be the ones referred
to in Acts to whom Barnabas
presented Paul . However, th e
Greek word translated "saw "
in the Galatians record means
to comprehend. Paul ma y
have been taken before all
the apostles, and perhaps as-
sembled with them were other
members of the church a t
Jerusalem, yet the only one s
he "saw" or realized to b e
apostles were Peter an d
James.
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THE BRITISH SECTION

-Me G'L'istian 's

eoutse Outliiec

in Psalm I

THIS psalm has very signifi-
cantly marked out the tru e
Christian's way of life, along
with its blessings and outcome.
The psalmist here gives a very
appropriate picture of on e
who has become a child o f
God under the special call o f
the Gospel Age, described by
the Apostle Paul as "the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus . "
(Phil . 3 :14) During this Gospel
dispensation God is taking out
a fully consecrated "people
for his name" (Acts 15:14) ,
who, through the begetting of
the Holy Spirit and the in-
spired Word, become "sons"
of God; the many sons being
brought to glory as joint-heirs
with his well-beloved Son, our
Lord Jesus. (Heb . 2:10) It is of
this class that the psalmis t
here seems to specially speak .

Verse I : "Blessed is the ma n
that walketh not in the coun -

sel of the ungodly (margin,
wicked)." The "wicked" here
seems to illustrate those claim-
ing to be God's people but
who bring worldly wisdom to
bear upon what they accept as
truth, and who usually receive
only as much of the Lord's
message as fits in well with
the natural mind. Having been
reached by a measure of en-
lightenment and knowledge o f
God, they are unfaithful to
the light and knowledge re-
ceived .

In Psalm 50 :16, 17 the same
class of "ungodly" or "wicked "
are again brought to our at-
tention: "Unto the wicked Go d
saith, What halt thou to do to
declare my statutes, or tha t
thou shouldest take my cove-
nant in thy mouth? Seeing
thou hatest instruction, and
vastest my words behind thee . "

"Nor standeth in the way o f
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful ." "Sinners," it
would seem, here refers to a
class among the Lord's pro-
fessed people who are not put-
ting forth their best efforts to
walk up to the measure of
light and truth which has
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come to them ; for example ,
those whom the Apostle James
addresses in his 4th chapter ,
8th verse: "Cleanse you r
hands, ye sinners : and purify
your hearts, ye doubl e
minded. "

Regarding the "scornful,"
these specially represent those
who are scornful of the in-
creasing light which has come
in our day, and will sometime s
say, almost in the language o f
Scripture, "Where is the prom-
ise of his coming?" (II Peter
3 :4) Where are the evidences
that this promise has been
fulfilled ?

True blessedness, or happi-
ness, can only be enjoyed by
keeping very near to the Lord
and his Word; avoiding the
way of sinners ; the counsel of
the wicked ; the position of th e
scornful . Seeking, rather, as-
sociation with faithful follow-
ers of the Master, and at no
time endeavoring to be wise
above that which is written.

The true Christian who
would be pronounced "bless-
ed" of the Lord must not fol-
low the counsel of these
erring, impious ones . To fel-
lowship with them might
imply treating them as com-
panions, and as entering into
their plans and schemes . Sure-
ly all who would do this would

be very likely to become par-
takers of their spirit, careless
of their consecration vows ,
and overcharged with earthly
cares and ambitions. On the
contrary, the faithful child of
God will rejoice to stand firm-
ly in the Lord, and in obedi-
ence to his holy Word and
Will .

Joy of the Righteou s

Verse 2: "His delight is i n
the law of the Lord ; and i n
his law doth he meditate day
and night." This does not
mean merely a continual read-
ing of the Ten Command-
ments, or the Mosaic ritual . To
the Christian this implies in a
special sense a delight in the
law of righteousness, whic h
law can be briefly compre-
hended in the word "love, "
also in the "holy will" of our
Heavenly Father .

The right-minded Christian
who is in the line of heavenl y
blessings now, and of heavenl y
glory by and by, has found and
will continually find in th e
great law of love, and th e
loving divine purpose, some -
thing well worthy of his tim e
and attention and study . Here
is a course of true happiness
and blessedness through tak-
ing heed to the divine Word .
Daily he delights to meditate
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upon God's will and plan, and
experiences a joy and peac e
which the world can neither
give nor take away.

He learns that this law of
God contains, or is related to ,
every feature of the divine
plan. Hence his meditations
and studies of its various ram-
ifications lead his thoughts
hither and thither, in contac t
with all the exceeding grea t
and 'precious promises whic h
God has bestowed upon them
that love him, both as respect s
the life that now is and als o
that which is to come .

His life is to be prove d
wholly faithful to the word s
of Jesus, "If any will come
after me, let him deny him -
self, and take up his cross
daily, and follow me." (Luke
9 :23) He delights to meditat e
upon this narrow way and its
requirements so that he, wit h
divine help, might walk as h e
sees the Master walked—med-
itating and watching that h e
keep in this way, and thu s
bear much fruit .—John 15 : 8

Prosperity of the Faithfu l

Such as have reached, an d
maintain, this degree of de-
velopment do not wither or
become dead . Since the root
of his new life is fed by the
river of God's grace and truth,

he is fresh, joyous, and fruit-
ful ; adding to his faith virtue ,
knowledge, self-control, pa-
tience, godliness, brotherly-
kindness, love ; and so is
neither barren nor unfruitfu l
in either the knowledge or the
wisdom which surely comes to
all such, having this close
communion and fellowshi p
with God.—II Peter 1 :3-1 1

Psalm 1 :3 reads : "He shal l
be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water [abundantly re-
freshed], that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season ." As re-
corded in Galatians 5 :22, 23 ,
the fruitage of the Holy Spiri t
includes "love, joy, peace ,
long-suffering," and it is en-
couraging to keep in mind
that the trials of faith and pa-
tience which arise give oppor-
tunities for these fruits to
manifest themselves in the
character . For example, trials
and difficulties which may b e
experienced in our families ,
or among the brethren, giv e
special opportunities for long -
suffering and love for others ,
and especially for the breth-
ren, to thus manifest them -
selves .

"His leaf also [his outward
professions of faith and faith-
fulness, resulting from the
life-giving sap] shall not with-
er [the hot sun of persecution,
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or the burden and heat of the
day will not, by God's grace ,
cause his people to fade ,
stumble or grow weary]; and
whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper."

It may be questioned, wha t
is it that a true child of Go d
doeth and which, as state d
here, shall prosper? What i s
his main objective in life? Is
it wealth, worldly fame an d
honours? No! None of these !
As a "new creature" in Christ
Jesus his aim is to be a faith-
ful footstep follower of the
Master; to glorify the Heavenl y
Father; and eventually to at-
tain to the glory, honour and
immortality which God has
promised to them that lov e
and obey him.

True Christians are not con-
trolled by their fallen selfish
desires and plans. They de-
sire that God's will shall be
done. And since God's plans
shall prosper (Isa . 55:11), their
plans obviously shall also
prosper. Indeed, "All thing s
work together for good t o
them that love God, to them
who are the called according
to his purpose." (Rom. 8:28)
So, "Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad; for great is your reward
in heaven." (Matt . 5:12) It is
for this heavenly reward that

we have been called, and i f
we are faithful, the attain-
ment will be "exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we as k
or think."—Eph. 3 :20

The Reward of the Wicked

Verse 4: "The ungodly are
not so; but are like the chaff
which the wind driveth away. "
We can hardly imagine a
greater contrast between a
flourishing tree full of leave s
and fruit and, on the other
hand, lifeless and useles s
chaff; and yet this illustrate s
only to a small extent the dif-
ferences between the tw o
classes from God's standpoint .
The psalmist here seems t o
speak not of the ignorantly
wicked, but of those who ar e
sinners against a goodly meas-
ure of light and knowledge ,
and who allow the winds of
false doctrine to spoil thei r
usefulness, and to blow them
away as chaff .

The vast majority of man-
kind blinded by "the god of
this world" (II Cor. 4:4) are
today to a large extent quite
ignorant of the standards ap-
preciated in a measure by the
true people of God, and henc e
are only to a small extent re-
sponsible . These, the Scrip-
tures point out, are not yet on
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trial for life. Judgment begin s
at the house of God (I Pet .
4 :17) ; that is, the church, who
during the Gospel Age make a
covenant with the Lord by
sacrifice (Ps. 50:5), and who
are endeavoring, day by clay,
to measure up to the Master' s
"new commandment."—John
13 :34

"Love one another; as I
have loved you ." Only faith-
fulness to the light of truth,
and the development of a
Christlike character can en-
able us to pass this judgment
successfully . But as the Word
of God shows clearly, there is
a "day," the Millennial Age ,
yet future, in which the world
will be judged in righteous-
ness (given a just trial fo r
life) by that One whom God
has ordained .—Acts 17 :3 1

The psalmist continues in
verse 5: "Therefore the un-
godly shall not [continue to]
stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of
the righteous ." Regarding the
judgment or trial period of
each member of the true
church during the Gospel Age ,
the outcome is eternal spirit-
ual life, or eternal death. This
is clearly taught in the Scrip-
tures, (see Hebrews 6 :4-9 ; 10 :
26, 27, 35-39) .

Righteousness to Prevai l

Verse 6 : "For the Lord
knoweth the way of the right-
eous." How comforting to re-
alize that he knows fully all
about those walking in th e
narrow way to life, and can
supply grace sufficient in ev-
ery time of need! And th e
consecrated child of God ca n
gladly testify in the words o f
Job 23:10, "He knoweth the
way that I take ; when he hath
tried me, I shall come fort h
as gold . "

However, the psalmist con-
tinues: "But the way of the
ungodly shall perish"—com e
to nought. Not only will all
the incorrigibly wicked be de-
stroyed by the time the fina l
test comes at the close of the
Millennium, but even the
"way" of the wicked will also
be caused to disappear. None
will ever again walk in a wa y
that is out of harmony with
God. Only "the righteous shal l
inherit the land, and dwel l
therein forever ."—Ps. 37 :2 9

Our Lord's mission at the
first advent was not to judge
the world (John 12 :47), but to
redeem the world. During his
second advent he will judge
the world; and his saints, now
being selected from among
mankind and proved to be
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"faithful unto death" will b e
his glorified associate judges ,
kings and priests to reign with
him beyond the vail, in that
thousand-year day of judg-
ment.—Acts 10 :42; John 5 :22 ;
Acts 17 :31 ; I Cor. 6: 2, 3

Concerning that thousand -
year "trial period" for the
whole world of mankind ,
Satan will be bound (and even-
tually destroyed) . (Rev. 20:1-3 ;
IHeb . 2:14) The heavens will
be glad, and the earth will re-
joice, because the Lord "corn-
eth to judge the earth ." (I
Chron. 16:31-34) Then the "in -
habitants of the world wil l
learn righteousness . " (Isa. 26 :9)
"They shall beat their sword s
into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks : na-
tion shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shal l
they learn war any more."--
Isa . 2 : 4

And after a full and fai r
individual trial and opportun-

ity to obey the requirement s
of that kingdom, thus to ex-
perience perfect human ever-
lasting life, any who may be
too depraved to be reformed ,
and are still wilfully wicked,
will be mercifully cut off fro m
life . (Acts 3 :20-23) We ma y
reasonably hope that the wil-
fully wicked will ultimatel y
be proved to be a much small-
er number than at present
might appear.

Eventually "all the earth
shall be filled with the glory
of the Lord." (Num. 14:21 )
Then all will have joined in
the grand new song, "Great
and marvellous are thy works ,
Lord God Almighty; just and
true are thy ways, thou Kin g
of saints . Who shall not fear
thee, 0 Lord, and glorify th y
name? . . . for all nations shall
come and worship before thee ;
for thy judgments [righteous
dealings] are made manifest . "
—Rev . 15 :3, 4
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Peace Through Christ's King-
dom; Life After Death ; Rein-
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WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS ~..

JULY 4—"Who hath believed
our report? and to whom is th e
arm of the Lord revealed?"—
Isaiah 53 :1 (Z . '99-10,11 Hymn
322 )
JULY 11—"Whosoever is begot-
ten of God sinneth not, . . . but
keepeth himself, and that wick-
ed one toucheth him not "—
I John 5:18 (Z. '99-58 Hymn 136)

JULY 18—"In the last days peri-
lous times shall come. Men shall
be traitors, heady, . . . lovers o f
pleasures more than lovers o f
God."—II Timothy 3:1,4 (Z. '99-
102 Hymn 294)
JULY 25—"There is one Law-
giver, who is able to save and t o
destroy: who art thou that judg-
est another?"—James 4:12 (Z .
'99-139 Hymn 89 )
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	 VINEYARD ECHOES

General Convention Progra m
Bloomington, Indiana, August 10-1 5

THE General Convention program committee has furnishe d
the following schedule of the proposed six days of spiritua l
feasting at Bloomington, Indiana, this year, which we are
glad to publish . The indications are that the attendance wil l
be good; and many who cannot attend in person will par-
ticipate in the joys of the convention through the published
report . This report will appear in the October issue of The
Dawn . Complete programs will be available at the
convention .

(See pages 63 and 64 for accommodations form )

SATURDAY, August 1 0

Chairman : Brother Albert Sheppelbau m

	

9 :30

	

Opening Rall y

	

9:45

	

Welcome Address

	

Brother D . J . Morehouse
Chicago, Illinoi s

	

10 :30

	

Weleeome by University

	

Mr . W. N. Wentworth
Director, Educational Conference Bureau

	

10:45

	

Intermissio n

	

11 :15

	

Discours e

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Session

Brother Harry Passio s
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani a
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2 :00

	

Praise Service

	

2 :15

	

Discours e

	

3 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :30

	

Testimony Meeting

	

4 :15

	

Discourse

Brother John Baracos
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Brother Clarence Venzke
Porkers Prairie, Minnesota

Brother H . W. Price
Pilgri m

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n

	

6 :45

	

Praise Service

	

7 :00

	

Discourse

	

Brother G. M. Wilso n
St. Petersburg, Florida

	

7 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother Edward E . Fay
San Francisco, Californi a

	

8 :30

	

"Songs in the Night"

SUNDAY, August 1 1

Chairman : Brother Charles M . Chupa

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotions

	

9 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother Stephen Roskiewic z
Grand Rapids, Michiga n

	

9 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother Walter Blichar z
Detroit, Michiga n

	

10 :30

	

Intermissio n

	

11 :00

	

Praise Service

	

11 :15

	

Convention Theme Discourse

	

Brother G . R . Polloc k
Los Angeles, California

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n
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2 :00

	

Praise Service

	

2 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother Samuel Bake r
Pilgri m

	

3 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :30

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Charles Zubowsk y
LaSalle, Illinoi s

	

4 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother W. N. Woodwort h
New York, N.Y .

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n

	

7 :30

	

Praise Service

	

8 :00

	

Public Meeting "Bible Answers" Fil m

MONDAY, August 1 2

Chairman: Brother Lyle Coo k

	

9:00

	

Morning Devotions

	

9:15

	

Discourse

	

Brother Pantel Hatgi s
New York, N . Y.

	

10 :00

	

Intermissio n

	

10 :30

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother John Bache r
Kansas City, Missouri

	

11 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother Adam Miskawitz
Chicago, Illinois

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Session

	

2 :00

	

Praise Service

	

2 :15

	

Discourse

	

2 :45

	

Discourse

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Discours e

	

4 :30

	

Discours e

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n
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Brother Mike Balk o
West Newton, Pennsylvani a

Brother Ray Rawso n
Detroit, Machiga n

Brother Arthur Newel l
Chicago, Illinois

Brother C. R . Weida
Allentown, Pennsylvani a
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7 :00

	

Symposium

	

Paul—Living for Christ
Conversion and Early Ministr y

Brother Lloyd Hagensick
First Missionary Journey

	

Brother Henry Tiemeye r
Second Missionary Journey Brother Alonzo Jarmon
Third Missionary Journey

	

Brother Carl Boughto n
Arrest and Court Appearance s

Brother Theodore Trzecia k
To Rome and Prison

	

Brother Alvin Raffel

	

8 :30

	

"Songs in the Night"

Brother Edward Loren z
Los Angeles, Californi a

TUESDAY, August 1 3

Chairman: Brother William Roach

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotions

	

9:15

	

Discours e

	

10:00

	

Intermissio n

	

10:30

	

Discourse

	

11 :15

	

Discourse

Brother Louis Zbi k
Detroit, Michiga n

Brother L . Paul Davi s
San Luis Obispo, Californi a

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Sessio n

	

2 :00

	

Praise Service

	

2 :15

	

Symposium "The Teachings of Christ"
On Character

	

Brother O . D. Deife r
On Prayer

	

Brother I . N. Comparato
On the Kingdom

	

Brother Roy E. Poland
On Prophecy

	

Brother Stanley Koszka

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother lan Cipperle y
Cleveland, Ohi o

	

4 :30

	

Discourse

	

Brother E. G. Wylam
Orlando, Florid a

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Sessio n
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7 :00

	

Discourse

	

Brother W. C. Bertsche
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

7 :30

	

Discourse

	

8 :00

	

"Songs in the Night"

	

8 :30

	

Elders' Meeting

Brother A . H . Krumpol t
New York, N . Y .

WEDNESDAY, August 1 4

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotions

	

9 :15

	

Discourse

	

Brother George O . Jeuck
Orlando, Florid a

	

10 :00

	

Intermission

	

10 :30

	

Convention Business Meetin g

	

11 :45

	

Greeting s

	

12 :00

	

Close of Morning Session

	

2 :00

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother William Molhoe k
Piqua, Ohi o

	

2 :45

	

Discourse

	

Brother W. N. Poe
Cincinnati, Ohi o

	

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

	

3 :45

	

Panel Discussion

	

"How We Live for Christ"

Moderator Brother W. N. Woodworth
Panel : Brother Samuel Baker, Brother Harry Passios,

Brother E . K . Penrose, Brother R . J . Krupa

	

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Session

	

7 :00

	

Praise Service

	

7 :15

	

Baptismal Discourse

	

Brother Irving Fos s
Los Angeles, Californi a

	

8 :00

	

Immersion Service
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THURSDAY, August 1 5

Chairman : Brother George M. Jeuck

	

9 :00

	

Morning Devotions

	

9 :15

	

Testimony Meeting

	

Brother Weston Thornberg
Rockford, Illinoi s

10 :0 0

10 :3 0

11 :00

11 :45

12 :00

Discours e

Intermissio n

Discourse

Greetings to the Conventio n

Close of Morning Session

Brother R . J . Krupa
New York, N .Y.

Brother J . Y. Mac Aula y
New York, N . Y.

2 :00

	

Praise Service

3 :15

	

Intermissio n

3 :45

	

Discourse

4 :30

	

Discourse

Sacrific e

Example of Christ "

Brother Everett Murra y

Brother Owen Kindi g
Brother Leonard Jezui t
Brother Harry Grabl e

Brother E. K. Penros e
Pilgri m

Brother Kenneth M . Nai l
San Francisco, Californi a

2 :15

	

Symposium

	

"The

In Humility
In Faith
In Zea l
In Trial an d

5 :00

	

Close of Afternoon Session

	

7 :00

	

Melodies of Praise

	

7 :30

	

Discours e

	

8 :15

	

Love Feast

VINEYARD ECHOES

Brother Leo Pos t
New York, N .Y.
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LETTERSOF APPRECIATION`

Understanding Received

My Dear Sirs : Your book ,
"The Divine Plan of the Ages, "
is truly a God-sent book . I have
received understanding and a n
entirely new approach to the
study of God's Word—a very
joyous experience in under-
standing . I have more than rea d
this book—I have studied it,
and am still studying it, to-
gether with its Bible references.
—Indiana

Enlightened and Comforted

Dear Sirs : I received the book-
lets, "Life After Death" and
"Why God Permits Evil." I als o
received your tract, "God's King-
dom the Ilope of the World,"
and The Dawn Magazine . Now
I can see the fig tree budding,
as Jesus foretold, and how this
confirms the second presence
of Christ . Your booklets do give
comfort to the thinkers. I am
tired of human philosophy.—
Macedoni a

Hopes Program Continues

Dear Sir : We watch your pro -
gram every morning before w e
go to work, and we enjoy i t
very much. It is interesting to
hear things about God and the
Bible discussed. On your pro -

grain it seems very real—just
as though it were happening
right here in our home . Thank
you for keeping the story of
God on television. I hope the
program continues through the
years to come.-West Virginia

Gratefu l

Dear Friends: Christian greet-
ings! Thank you very much in -
deed for your most helpful
booklets which you have sent to
me from time to time. They are
really inspiring. Without your
publications I would not under-
stand the holy Scriptures. I am
very grateful indeed because
your literature makes the Bible
clear and plain to me . Yours in
the name of our Lord Jesus .—
South Africa

Truth of Bible Needed

Dear Friends : Many thank s
for your booklet, "God and Rea-
son," which I have enjoyed very
much. Now I would like you t o
send me a copy of The Dawn
Magazine . I feel that in thes e
days of storm, stress, and dis-
tress, the only source of happi-
ness and peace is in the truths
of the Bible . Will you please le t
me know how I may get in close
contact with your association .—
England
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Recognized Truth

The Bible Answers : I heard
your program in part and was
surprised to hear so much of
the exact truth of the Bible dis-
cussed . I missed it the next
Sunday but hope to be up`an d
listening this coming Sunday . I
would appreciate very much
your sending me the booklet,
"The Kingdom of God ."—Iowa

Read and Circulate d

Dear Sirs: Thank you ver y
much for The Dawn, which in-
deed is an "eye-opener" to it s
readers . I have read and circu-
lated The Dawn among my

reading friends, who now join
me to thank you very much for
enlightening us. We shall be
greatly obliged to be supplie d
with your booklets, "A Roya l
Nation" and "The Future o f
Israel and the World." With
Christian greetings .—Ghana

Faith Returnin g

Dear Sirs : Please send me the
booklet, "God and Reason ." I
am an older woman, a wido w
since my husband died one an d
one-half years ago. I have
walked in darkness with my
faith almost gone—but tryin g
for its return. Your program
has truly helped me one step
back on the road home .—Utah

For Your Newspaper
PREVIEW OF HISTORY

To be discussed by

"FRANK AND ERNEST "
WGOK—900 kc .—10 :45 A. M .

Sunday, July 21

Tune in this faith-strengthening dis-
cussion, and send for a free copy
of the booklet, "God and Reason . "
Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N, General Post Office

New York, N. Y . 1000 1

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

To the left is a suggestion for
a small advertisement in you r
local newspaper . This outline
is designed for two inches in
one column.

AUGUST 18 TOPIC : The topic
for the "Frank and Ernest"
special topic for August is, "The
Old Time Religion." Special cir-
culars are being prepared t o
announce this discussion, and
these will be supplied free in
any quantity desired. Send your
request for the special free cir-
culars to, The Dawn, East Ruth-
erford, New Jersey 07073
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' SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS,

These speakers are associated wit h

SAM BAKE R
Detroit, Mich .

	

July 5-7
Buffalo, N .Y.

	

8
Lockport, N .Y .

	

9
Rochester, N . Y .

	

1 0
A g awam, Mass .

	

1 2
Boston, Mass.

	

1 4
New Haven, Conn .

	

1 5
Hartford, Conn .

	

1 6
Waterbury, Conn .

	

1 7
Flushing, N .Y.

	

1 9
New York, N .Y .

	

2 1
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

2 4
Akron, Ohio

	

2 5
Toledo, Ohio

	

2 6
Chatham, Ont.

	

2 8
O . D . DEIFE R

Pottstown, Pa .

	

July 7
PANTEL HATGI S

Athens, Greece

	

June 4-6
Tl .essalonica

	

8-1 0
Drama, Macedonia

	

13, 1 4
Cavala (Old Philippi)

	

15, 1 6
Corinth

	

18-2 0
Potras

	

22-2 4
Kerkyra, Corfu

	

26-2 8
Ioannina

	

29, 3 0
Arta

	

July 2, 3
Volos

	

4-6
Larisa, Thessali

	

7, 8
Tyrnavos, Thessali

	

10-1 2
Karytena, Peloponnesos

	

14, 1 5
Tripolis, Peloponnesos

	

16-1 8
Tropea, Peloponnesos

	

19-2 1
Sparta, Peloponnesos

	

22-2 5
G . M . JEUC K

Paterson, N . J .

	

July 2 1
G. O. JEUC K

Louisville, Ala .

	

July 1, 2
Birmingham, Ala .

	

3
Memphis, Tenn .

	

4
Nashville, Tenn .

	

5
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

7
Columbus, Ind.

	

8

the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .

Columbus, Ohio

	

9
Nelsonville, Ohio

	

1 0
Steubenville, Ohio

	

1 1
West Newton, Pa .

	

1 2
Pittsburgh, Pa.

	

1 4
Monessen, Pa .

	

15, 1 6
Connellsville, Pa .

	

1 7
Knoxville, Tenn .

	

1 9
A, H . KRUMPOLT

Sayville, N .Y.

	

July 7
York, Pa.

	

28
R . J . KRUPA

Detroit, Mich .

	

July 5-7
Baltimore, Md .

	

2 1
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

2 1
LEVI JACOBS

Wallingford, Conn .

	

July 1 4
J . Y. MAC AULA Y

Allentown, Pa .

	

July 2 8
HARRY PASSIO S

Les Angeles, Calif .

	

July 4-7
San Luis Obispo, Calif.

	

8
Fresno, Calif .

	

9
Bakersfield, Calif.

	

1 0
Sun Diego, Calif .

	

1 2
Phoenix, Ariz .

	

1 4
Carlsbad, N . Mex .

	

1 6
Lamesa, Tex.

	

1 7
San Antonio, Tex .

	

1 8
Houston, Tex .

	

1 9
Lake Charles, La .

	

2 1
Shreveport, La .

	

2 2
Louisville, Ala .

	

2 4
Birmingham, Ala .

	

2 5
Charlotte, N . C .

	

2 8
E. K . PENROS E

Detroit, Mich .

	

July 5-7
Piqua, Ohio

	

9
Dayton, Ohio

	

10, 1 1
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

12, 1 4
Lynchburg, Va .

	

1 6
Norfolk, Va .

	

1 7
Newport, N . C .

	

1 8
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Greensboro, N . C. 19 ALBERT SHEPPELBAUM
Charlotte, N . C. 21 Londonderry, N .

	

Ireland

	

June 3 0
Jacksonville,

	

Fla. 23 Dublin,

	

Ireland

	

July

	

3
Orlando,

	

Fla . 24 Latchford,

	

England

	

4
Miami,

	

Fla . 25 Aldersbrook,

	

England

	

6, 7
St .

	

Petersburg,

	

Fla . 28 Freiburg, Germany

	

13, 1 4

Louisville,

	

Ala . 30 Krakow, Poland

	

19-2 1
Birmingham,

	

Ala . 31 RICHARD SURAC I
LEO POST New London, Conn .

	

July 2 1
New Haven, Conn . July 28 STEPHEN SURAC I
Waterbury, Conn . 28 Hartford,

	

Conn .

	

July 2 1
H . W. PRICE F. S . WASSMAN N

Clinton,

	

Iowa
Rockford,

	

Ill .
July

	

1
2 Los Angeles, Calif .

	

July 4- 7
San

	

Luis Obispo, Calif .

	

1 1
Beloit, Wis . 3
Withee, Wis . 4, 5 San

	

Francisco,

	

Calif .

	

1 4

Milwaukee,

	

Wis . 7 Sacramento,

	

Calif.

	

1 5

Chicago,

	

III . 8 Chico,

	

Calif.

	

1 6

Gary,

	

Ind . 9 Pc Oland,

	

Oreg .

	

1 8

Grand Rapids, Mich . 10, 11 Seattle,

	

Wash .

	

1 9

Jackson,

	

Mich . 12 Vancouver, B . C .

	

2 1

Detroit, Mich . 14, 15 Victoria,

	

B . C .

	

2 2

Toledo, Ohio 16 Seattle,

	

Wash .

	

2 4

Cleveland, Ohio 17 Wenatchee, Wash .

	

2 5

West Newton, Pa . 19 Spokane, Wash .

	

2 6

Pittsburgh,

	

Pa . 21 Sagle,

	

Idaho

	

2 7

Allentown, Pa . 22 Hovre,

	

Mont .

	

3 1

Paterson, N . J . 23 C . R. WEIDA

Rutherford, N . J . 24 Catawissa,

	

Pa .

	

July 2 1

Flushing,

	

N .Y . 26 W. N. WOODWORT H
New York, N .Y . 28 Los

	

Angeles,

	

Calif .

	

July 4-7
Rochester,

	

N .Y . 30 Kansas City . Mo . 8, 9
Buffalo,

	

N .Y . 31 St .

	

Louis, Mo . 10

The listings in this schedule have been arranged by loca l
ecclesias co-operating with the Dawn .

MIKE BALKO
Steubenville, Ohio

	

July 2 1
WALTER BLICHAR Z

Pontiac, Mich .

	

July 1 4
CARL BOUGHTON

Monessen, Pa .

	

July 1 4
.1 . BURTON BROW N

Riversid4, Calif .

	

July 2 1
Ontario, Calif .

	

21

C . M . CHUPA
London, Ont .

	

July 1 4

FRED .1 . DARRO W
Hawthorne, Calif.

	

July 2 8
L. PAUL DAVI S

Tehachapi, Calif .

	

July 1 4

THOS. C . FA Y
Hawthorne, Calif .

	

July 1 4

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

	

6 1



EARL L . FOWLE R
San Diego, Calif .

	

July 1 4
CARL HAGENSIC K

Be bit, Wis.

	

July 7
JOHN G. HULL, JR.

Covina, Calif .

	

July 28
EDMUND JEZUI T

Milwaukee, Wis .

	

July 7
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

2 1
(Lafayette St. )

GENE JEZUI T
Gary, Ind .

	

July 2 1
DANIEL KAZIAK

Adrian, Mich .

	

July 2 1
ADAM MISKAWIT Z

Wausau, Wis .

	

July 28

MICHAEL R . NEKOR A
Antioch, Calif .

	

July 2 1
FRANK NIEMCZA K

Chatham, Ont.

	

July 2 1
THOS. T. RYD E

Santa Ana, Calif .

	

July 1 4
R . S . SEKLEMIA N

Chico, Calif.

	

July 2 8

GEORGE TABAC
Saginaw, Mich .

	

July 2 1
JOHN TRZYNA

St . Louis, Mo.

	

July 2 1
IRWIN WYSOCK I

Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

July 2 8

	 CONVENTIONS

WINNIPEG, MAN ., June 29-July 1 -
Mrs . Sharon Gowryluk, Kirkness ,
Man .
LOS ANGELES, CALIF ., July 4-7—Mr .
A . W. Abrahamsen, 700 S . Hobart
Blvd ., Apt . 207
CANORA, SASK ., July 5-7—Mrs . Dori s
Korutsky, Box 152, Stenen, Sask .
DETROIT, MICH ., July 5-7—Armenia n
Cultural Bldg ., 22011 Northwester n
Highway, Southfield, Mich . Mr. Henry
Kwolek, 38231 Richland, Livonia ,
Mich .
NEW BRUNSWICK, N . J ., July 6, 7—
Douglass College, Hickman Hall, St.
George Ave . Mrs. Mark Kandel, 84 6
Von Buren Ave., Elizabeth, N . J .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., July 7—260 1
Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C . R . Newham ,
678 40th Ave ., N . E .
PORCUPINE PLAIN, SASK ., July 9, 1 0
—Porcupine Plain Community Hall .
Mrs . SteveSvab, Box 357 .
PRINCE ALBERT, SASK., July 12-14—
Aicade Hall, 107 Eighth St . E . Mrs .
Janet Jinjoe, 428- 13 Street E .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, July 21—Broth-
erhood of Railway Clerks Bldg . ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs . Margare t
Eli's, R . 1, Box 71, Melbourne, Ky.
CLEVELAND, OHIO, July 21—YWCA ,
1710 Prospect Ave . Mrs. Ian M .
Cipperley, 1539 Genessee Rd .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., July 21 —
IOGT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave. Mrs .
Doris Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Ave .
Circle.
CHICAGO, ILL ., July 28—Centra l
Masonic Temple, 912 N . LaSalle St .
Mr . Edmund Jezuit, 4327 S . Christi-
ana Ave .
JACKSON, MICH ., Aug. 31, Sept .
1, 2
NEW YORK, N .Y ., Aug . 31, Sept.
1, 2
SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., Aug . 31, Sept.
1, 2
SEATTLE, WASH ., Aug . 31, Sept.
1, 2
PITTSBURGH, PA ., Sept . 21, 22
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