
Lesson 59

Parables of the Kingdom

The secret of the king dom of God has been given to you.
But to those on the out side every thing is said in par a -
bles.—Mark 4:11

Jesus is con sid ered a great and remark able teacher even by
many who are not Chris tians. One of his meth ods of teach ing

was to tell par a bles. There are about thirty par a bles in the New
Tes ta ment.

Par a bles are short sto ries that illus trate a moral les son or reli -
gious prin ci ple. It is a com par i son of two objects for the pur pose
of teach ing.

Teach ing with par a bles was done so that only a few would
under stand the mes sage. Jesus taught the deep est truths of the
king dom in these inter est ing sto ries. We can read and study them
and gain a much better under stand ing of the plans and pur poses
of God.

The par a ble of the king’s son in Mat thew 22:2-10 tells us that
the Jews had the first invi ta tion to receive the high est place in the
king dom. After that, because there were many posi tions left, the
invi ta tion went to the Gen tiles.

In those days wed ding guests had to wear a “wed ding gar ment” 
(Mat thew 22:11-14); it was pro vided with the invi ta tion. The man 
who removed his wed ding gar ment was thrown out of the wed -
ding party!

This story shows that those who reject Christ’s sac ri fice as an
atone ment for their sins will have the light of truth taken away
from them. They will lose their oppor tu nity to become a part of
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the church. Those who wish to have a part in the mar riage of the
bride (the church) and the bride groom (Christ) must wear the
robe of Christ’s righ teous ness, which is invis i ble! It is a sym bolic
robe that Jesus’ death pro vided his fol low ers to cover their sin ful
flesh. This is called jus ti fi ca tion which means “to make right.”

In Mat thew 13:46 we read about the “pearl of great price.” The
pearl illus trates the value of the king dom—it has a value beyond
all price! It is worth every thing we have!

The par a ble of the tal ents shows that those who fol low Jesus
are respon si ble for the tal ents they have. Each dis ci ple should be
faith ful in using even one tal ent to the best of his or her abil ity in
the Lord’s ser vice (Mat thew 25:14-29).

Even many who are not Chris tians
con sider Jesus a great teacher.
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