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COMING CONVENTIONS

STEVENS POINT, WIS, May 1. For further in
formation address Mrs. B, L. Ross. 743 Strongs> Ave-
rue, Stevens Point, Wik,

ORLANDO, FLA., May 8. This one-dav gathering
will be held at 1806 Canton Street, Orlando, A héavty
welcome will be eiven to all helievers in the yansom,

READING, PA., May 8. Thiz onc-day gathering
will be held in the City Hall Auditorium. Public
weeting at 3P AL Convention opens at 10:30 A AL

SAGINAW, MICH., MAY 8. This one-day conven-
tion will he held at the Woman’s Club, 311 N. Jeffer-
son, opening at 10:45 A. M. There will he two dis-
courses in the morming, a question meeting and pnblic
talk in the afternoon. Noon lunch served in the hall.

LYNN, MASS., May 14, 15.
Saturday afternoon.
10 ity Hall Square. A public meeting will be held
at 3 P AL on Sanday.  For further information ad-
dress Mys. R. P, Gifford, 25 Hawthorne Street, Kast
Lvnn, Mass,

SCRANTON, PA. May 15. Morning and afternoon
sessions to be held in Leonard HWall, 340 Adams Ave-
nue.  For information address Mrs, M. W, AMay, 706
River Strect, Peckville, Pa.

PITTSRBURGH, PA. May 22. All sessions will he
held at the usunal meeting place: O. of 1. A, Temple,
610 Areh Street, N. K Pitishureh.. A cordial inviia-
tion oxtended to all.

AURORA, ILL., General Convention, May 28-30. Al
sessions of' this convention will be held at the Young
Women's Christian Association, Building, 31 Downer
Place.  The Aunrora friends anticipate a lavee attend-
anee and advige that the convention location is jdeal
for maeh n oathering.  Auwrora iz 40 miles west of
Chicago.  Further information from the seervetary: W.
I Stelman, R, R. 1, Box 75, Batavia, 111

BUFFALO, N. Y., May 29, 30.

This convention hegins

This two-day wather-

g will be held in Fraternitv Hall, 971 Jefferson
Street.  For information, address Emmert Anderson.

61 Kenwood Avenne. Kenmore, N Y.

CHICAGO, ILL., The Chicago friends have de-
cided to forego their usual Syring Convention in favor
of the General Convention at Aurora, 1.

CINCINNATI, OBEIO, May 29 and 30. This ~ather-
g has been arranged by the newly organized class of
Cineinmati: and a cordial invitation is extended to all
brethren who can attend. Arrancements will be made
for an immersion serviee, and the Secrvetary wonld ap-
preciate being advised early of any whao desire fo sym-
bolize their conseeration. The: convention program
will include a public address on Sundav evening. All
sessions will be held in the Young Women’s Christian
Association. 9th and Walnut Streets. Cincinnati. Class
Seeretary, Mrs, W, N, Poe, 2128 New Linden Road.
Newporf, Kentueky,

KANSAS CITY, KAN.,, May 29, 30. A T1ifth-Sun-
day Convention, supported by the ecelesias of Kansas
City and surrounding localities will be held Mav 20th
in the Yo M. ¢ AL Building from 9:30 A, M. to 4:30

ANl sessions in Lee Hall Building,

UMD Theve will also be serviees Monday, May 30tk
as arranged by the local ecclesia, A cordial welcome

~1sextended to all who believe in our Lord and Saviour.
~For particulars write the seeretary, Mrs. Hope Lasher,

1220 Haskell Avenue. Kansas City, Kan.

MONESSEN, PA., General Russian Convention, May
28-30. To be held in Kelly Hall, 3rd floor, 526 Doner
Ave. There will be special English meetings May 29th
at 11 A. ML and 1 P. M. For details, write to Mr. Peter
Hazy, P. O. Box 757, Perrvopolis, Pa.

PATERSON, M. J., May 29, 30. All sessions in Vet-
evans Hall, 169 Van Houten Street. Ifor information
address Mrs. Sachtleber. 67 Novth 14th Streci, Bast
Orange, N. J. Paterson is a very ceentral convention
center for brethren of the Norvth Atlantie Coast States:
and a goodly attendance is expected.

JACKSON, MICH., June 5. Information coneerning
thix one-day cathering can be obtained from the Sec-
vetary, Mr. Avthwe AL Lutz, 743 West Morrell Street,
Jackson, Mich,

PIQUA, OHTIO, Jume 18, The Pigua Eeclesia has
only recently heen orvganized, and thev ave very enthus-
wastic about this one-dayv convention. It is hoped that
friends will attend from many parts of Ohio and In-
diana, and possibly from other states. For information
as to the mecting place, ete.. address the seeretary,
Mrs. B € Hewatt, 609 Blaine Ave., Pigua, Ohio.

DETROIT, MICH., July 2, 3, 4. The Detroit class is
planning to have a convention on these dates and wish
ta give advance notice.  Details will he furnished
Jater.

L0353 ANGELES, CALIF, July 2-4. Al sessions of
ths general convention will he held in Foresters Build-
me, 1329 South Howe Street.  For full information
concermine 1o0oms, ete., address the Secretarv, A, W,
Abrahamsen, 132234 West 60th Street, Los Angeles.

WAUPACA, WIS, General Convention, July 2-4.
This convention iz Jargely under the svonsorship of the
Chieaco Bible Students: and is beine arranged with
the hope of assisting seattered hrethren in the North-
ern Wiseonsin distriet. Waupaca is reasonably con-
venient to the brethrven in the states of Minnesota,
North and South Dakota. Towa and Tllinois. A good
program ix heing arranged.  FFor further information
write to K. (& Wylam, Chaiyman of Class Extension
Convention  Committee, 4301 North Mason Avenue,

(Announcements continued on page 33)

Chicago, 111,
TABERNACLE SHADOWS

As annonneed last month, a new edition of Taber-
nacle Shadows 1: heing prepared. The type setting is
now complete, and. barring unexpected delavs, the
ook should be ready for release near the end of Max.
The Berean Questions will he bound in hack of the
book, making them very convenient for use in class
~study.  Price 25 cents. For the convemence of the
triends, we suggest that eclasses secure a supply of
these Tahernacle Shadow bhooklets for their literature
iables,
The Dawn

136 Fulton Street Brooklyn, N, Y.
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NEWS AND VIEWS:

Churchianity Today-—A summary of the world’s news
revealing the waning influence of churehianity and the
disintegration of organized religion.

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL:

The Harvest—Another ariicle in the series dealing with
the general subject of the second coming of Christ, and
hased largely on the Parable of the Wheat and the
Tares.

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE:

The Gospel of Christ—A contributed article which pre-
sents the manv ways in which the Gospel of Christ
affects the Christian life; showing also the importance
of understanding and using the complete gospel, rather
than merely certain phases of it.

The Cross by Which I am Crucified—The great spirit-
ual value of trials is stressed in this article; and in it

the Christian is also encouraged to hear patiently what-

ever experiences divine wisdom permits to come.

The Great Fight for the Truth—An interesting survey
of the manner in which Truth and Error have heen
pitted against each other all down through the cen-
turies, and reminding us of our great privilege today
to stand and fight on the side of Truth.

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS:
Testing Discipleship by Service (May 12)
Serving Through Christian Citizenship (May 221
Maintaining Personal Efficiency »(Ma‘\‘ 20)
Serving by Personal Devotion (June 5)
Facing the Supreme Test (June 12)
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by Unecle Eb.
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NEX'S RMORTR

LOVE'S GOLDEN WAY

An old, old story, rvefreshingly
new as it is told in this article,
and practical applications made
to the Christian life, The out-
working of Love’s power in the
lives of Jesus, Paul, and others,
is cited to illustrate how it should
operate in our own lives

L R

THE VOICE OF
THE ARCHANGEL
A discussion of some of the
beautiful symbolisms pertaining
to the Lord’s second coming. An-
other article in the series dealing
with our Lord's veturn.

APPROACHING MOUNT ZION

Promized for this month, but
cerowded out.,  This article is &
further discussion of truths set
forth in the bhook of Hebrews.

* % *

BE YE THEREFORE PERVECT

How c¢an a Christian, with an
mnperfect body, be perfect as the
Heavenly Tather is perfect? is
the question dealt with at length
in this article. Tt is hoped that
the thonghts set forth will prove
to be encouraging, and result in
an inereased desive and determina-
tion to be Godlike.
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CHURCHIANITY TODAY

I N THIE Everlasting Gospel department of
this issue of The Dawn is an article dealing
in a weneral way with the lesson of the

Wheat and Tares parable recorded in the
13th chapter of Matthew, and showing that at this
end of the age there was to be a “Harvest,” during
which there would be a separation between the true
people of God, symbolized by the wheat, and a merely
professing class, symbolized by the tares. Also, that
before the full establishment of the divine Kingdom
for the blessing of the people, the “tares™ were to he
bound into bundles and burned.

It has been long helieved by many earnest Chris-
tians that the work of harvest has been in progress
for some years past; which means that there should
now be much evidence of the declining influence
of churchianity, and of the general overthrow of
what men have called “Christendom”—Christ’s King-
dom—the counterfeit of the true Kingdom of God.
This is even so.

To discern this present condition of nominal Chris-
tianity one has but to read the reports of the Sunday
sermons in the most prominent churches, largely
made up of human reasoning, philosophy, worldly
ideas: and no apparent realizanon of the time in
which we live, the purpose and necessity of this time
of distress upon the nations, and the reign of the
Prince of Peace to follow:

The following excerpts from reports of sermons
recently delivered in New York City will serve to
ilustrate,

Says one prominent pastor according 10 the Neaw
York Times of April 11:

““You can almost join the average church by tele-
phone and send your photograph to be baptized, and
that's the end of it,” he said.

“*This iz not what Christ expeeted ot His chureh
and we might well ask if theve s not a possibility
of the chureh being completely taken away from Ilim
by these methods. Are we not headed directly towards
an jmitation ebureh with an hmitation faith?

“‘Unregenerated members dominate many churehes,
having come into membership throngh loose methods
and remain throngh false standards. They trample
down the onfer courts of the temple of God. failing to
wipe their feet before they come in, and worldliness
and godlessness is loosed, where prayver and devouiness
should reign.

“‘Men have permitted the unregenerated and wnspirit-
nal to crowd into the visible church organization. But
God has said, ‘Except a man be born from above, he
cannot zee the Kingdom of God.’

E WX .
an(J \\/Il IEWX

“AMen have glorified in numbers, wealth and social
prestige, boasting apparent success through multiplied
memberships, but God is still interested in the ‘little
flock” who are genuine, devout and morally clean.’’

Another is reported in the April 11, New York
Times as follows:

‘‘Picturing the ultimate destiny of civilization in
cur world today as the prize in a race between Chris-
tianity and catastrophe, the Rev. Dr. Norman Vincent
Peale said yesterday at the Duteh Protestant Reformed
Marble Collegiate Chureh, Fifth Avenue and Twenty-
ninth Street, that it was the laxy people of the church
who must have a spiritual revival if Christ and dem-
ocracy were to be victorious over chaos and evil.

“If Jesus were riding along the streets of the world
toduy He would weep for us as He did in the moment
of His great triumph,”’ Dr. Peale said. On Unter den
Linden He would find a new false prophet. There Hit-
ler's men, speaking before Nazi vouth, hrazenly declare,
Who is greater. Jesus or Hitler? Jesus, who could not
even keep twelve diseiples faithful, or Titler with his
70,000,000 faithivwl followers.

“tAmeriea, too needs a spiritual revival,  You must
be willing fo sacrifice freely if Christ is to overcome
eatastrophe.  Jesus has built on Jove, and love must
win.  The people themselves have the answer, not the
politician in Washington, thex must decide whom they
ave for, whether Christ or chaos is to reccive their vote.

(1 still another we The New York
Times of April 7

©Christian eivilization is facing a more eracial test
foday than m 1014 and the Christians of the world
mmst unite to foree the keeping of the peace in Ku-
vope,”’ the Rev. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, the pastor, de-
claved vesterday morming in his sermon at Christ
Chureh, Park Avenune and Sixtieth Streef.

“*The word erisiz’ has often been overworked,”’ he
said. “‘Pulpit and platform bhave interpreted many a
trifing explosion as the erack of doom. DBut there is
ittle danger of aking ourselves ridiculous if we eall

read from

the present hour a erisis.  Christian eivilization is
facmg a wmore erncial test than in 1914 beecause the

disintegrating forces are more deliberate and the tragie
consequences more clearly seen.’’

O1 another m The New York Times. April 21:

Fxpressing hatred of methods emploved by the Hit-
ler regime i Germany, partienlarly against Jews and
Christians, Mr. Lovell emphasized as an essential need
today an evaluation of man’s natural religiouns instivet
as a {oundation for the building of Christian attitudes.

““The type of German culture now rising, however,”’
he added, ‘*emplovs a paganism that has gone to seed.
To meet it Mr. Lovell declared the world must develop
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a ‘‘positive pagan note m the terms of justice, fair
play and magnanimity.”’ Such & note, he said, had
guided Abraham Lincoln, ‘‘probably our greatest Chri-
tian,”’ who, said the speaker, ‘‘was versed in country
virtunes, a basic granite’’ which lifted him above the
level of his persecutors.

Hitler was deseribed as possibly being ‘“in part a
gift from God to the twentieth century,”’ if the world
meets the new challenge. Mr. Lovell saw as ‘“the only
wav to deal with paganism in Germany,” a new con-
cept of Christianity, ‘‘based on the old fundamental,
homely note of honesty, courage and tolerance.’’

Criticizing Christianity as having ‘‘no underpinning
beneath our superidealism.’’ he said we had failed to
achieve ‘tideals of peace, social jusiice and economie
right"’ beeause **we have not yef enough common de-
eencev, honor and honesty at home or abroad, to pro-
vide a foundation for permanent peace and inferna-
tional justice.”” He argued for an attempt at a svn-
thesis of ideals between nations.

“We have been tryving to build a New Testament
world and we have not vet got up to the Old Testament
fevel,”” bie said.

Religionists Plight in Germany and Austria

The sitwation of Catholic interests in Germany,
Austria and Traly presents extremely difficult prob-
lems for the Vatican, and is resulting in anything
but a united front among its prominent spokesmen.
Thus we read of criticism of Italy voiced some weeks
ago for its failure o support Austrian independence.
Later, when Germany had taken over Austria, the
highest Catholic bhishop in Austria wrote a cordial
letter 1o MHitler offering cooperation and closing the
letter with the salutation “Ieil Hitler.” The Aus-
trian bishops advised their parishoners io vote for
union with Germany; later, the Vatican rebuked
them for so doing, saying it was done without knowl-
edge or consent of the Pope. A radio hroadcast
from Vatican City confirmed this stand; but this
radio announcement was later declared by the Vau-
can to be a “theoretical study—mneither official, semn-
official nor inspired.”  Protestant Clergy are. like-
wise, under heavy pressure in Germany, as indicated
in the following from Berlin under date of April 19
to the Newe York Times:

Berlin, April 19.—~The German Government has final-
Iv decided to sirike a decizive blow at the independence
ol the Profestant Chureh.  Gerinany s Protestant pas-
tors hencetorth will he foreced to take the civil ser-
vant's oath ot obedience to Chanceellor Adolf Hitler
or suffer expulsion from their charges and dismissal
without pension. ... Bishop Sasse of Thuringia, admin.
ixtering the oath to several hundred pastors at Weimer,
said

SWe cannot tolerate the rdea that we pastors are
net dominated by the same spirit that fills all other
German eivil servanfe,  He who would know what
lovalty means now and for all eternity in heaven and
on earth need not seek far. TLook upon the Fuehrer,
brother pastors, when vou are weary and s=ore of
heart,”!
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Meanwhile the Jews, also, continue to suffer at the
hands of Turopean dictatorships, The following re--
port seems almost beyond belief, hut gives evidence:
of what depths of hatred and cruelty the human heart
i¢ capable under the delusions of the great adversary
of God and man:

Pragne, Czechoslovakia, April 19.~ATter having been
held for six wecks as helpless prisoners of the Nagis
inside Austria, a group of Jews have been stripped of
all their possessions and thrust acvoss the border by
Storm Troopers, only to bhe forced out of Czechoslo-
vakia and Hungary in tarn, according o reports re-
ceived today from the frontier province of Burgenland.
Karly Sunday morning inhabitants of Theben in
Czechoslovahia, where the Austvian, Crechoslovak, and
Hungarian frontiers aweet, heard faint evies for help
coming from a narrow hreakwater well oud in the Dan-
the and enfively separated from the mainland. A group
of persons was discerned in the semi-darkness waving
handkerehief and utiering feeble eries.

Czechosloval frontier patrols <et out in a motor
boat and found erouched together on rough stones
bharely emerging from the swollen viver, fifty-one Jews
from the villace of Kitgee and Javendor!{ in Austris
urgenland.

They had been brought by boat by Austrian Storm
Troopers the preceding evenimg and turned onft on the

breakwater without food, monev., warm eclothing or
identifieation papers. —XNew York Times

Although their Tamilies had lived in these villages for
generations, the Nazis had robbed them of all their
property, Anong them were Kitsee's 82 vear-old Rab-
b1 Perls and his siek wife and many other women and
vhildren.

The frontier guards brought them ashore, where
villagers, headed hy a German inukeeper named Biber,
gave them tood and tended the wounds of those who
had been maltreated by the Storm Troopers.  Herr
Biber found them shelter for the night.

Next morning, however, theiv sufferings began afresh
when the Czechoslovak authorities took them to Bra-
nslava pricon and then by night drvove them over the
Hungarian horder, exeept the rabbi's ailing wife, who
was allowed to stay in Bratislava's Jewish hospital.

The Hungarian authorities. however, did nof allow the
destitue refugees to enter TTungary and the Nazis hare
red the Austrian frontier againsi them, refusing to
tet them retwrn to their homes, <o their plight seemed
hopeless,

Last night thev were driven back again across the
Anstrian frontier.  Thirty-five were arrested as soon
ax thev set fool on Austrian soil and fhwg info prison
in the Storm Troops™ barracks near Wilsec.

Fifteen ave hiding helpless and homeless in the so-
called Pheasant Wood on the Mungarian side of a tri-
angular strip of ground at the juxtaposition of the
frontier of the three conntries.

Of the persecution of the Jews i Austria, the
New Vork Times savs editorially, April 25:

Once more the books are to burn. Onee again Ger-
men CCKanltnr'' will assure its eontinunity, this time by
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purging the Vienna National Library and disposing
of all that is of ‘‘non-Aryan'’ origin or otherwise
proscribed. As the flames feed on these volumes from
the Hofburg, they will cast queer, flickering shadows
against the background of a day’s news—of elderly
men and women, cilizens of Vienna, forced to dance
before erowds of hoodhuns and sing, ““I am a dirty
dew "ot children, made orphans by so-called ‘‘sui-
cides,'' shipped for export to the elosed horder of a
neighboring State—of a gir] obliged to kneel and rise
continuously while carrving a placard urging boyeoft
of the store in which she had earned her living. The
blood-red flames rise high. The shadows are long and
black.

It is not advisable to attempt definite interpreta-
tions of certain symbols of Revelarion, hut it is inter-
esting to note how present world conditions harmon-
ize with suggestions made years ago by Pastor Rus-
sel.  One of the most striking developments which is
becoming increasingly apparent as the Harvest of
the age progresses to its conclusion in the great time
of trouble, is the lack of harmony between the two
great branches of nominal Christianity and the civil
powers. in what has heen known for centuries as
Christendom. Many of our readers will remember
that shortly before the close of our dear Brother
Russell’s earthly ministry, he wrote new forewords
to the Scripture Studies. In the new forword to
Volume 4, he made special reference to the 16th
chapter of Revelation, in the 14th verse of which is
mentioned the "“Battle of that Great Day of God Al-
mighty.” Drother Russell there interprets the drag-
on” as representing the civil powers, the “heast”, the
Catholic  system. the “False Praophet.” federated
Protestantism.

From the mouths of these three, the Revelator saw
three unclean spirits like frogs proceed, and the ex-
planation is given in verse 14, that “thev are the
spirits of devils, working miracles, which gao forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world.
te gather them to the battle of that great dav of God
Almightv.”  Pastor Russell interpreted these evil
frog-like spirits to be evil doctrines: declaring the
divine right of kings and clergy, that anv change
in the status of «civil and religious authority
in Christendom would result in dire consequences
to the present order of society.  While the claimed
divine right of kings and clergy is pretty much of a
dead issue in the world today, vet the persistency of
claims of this kind had no small part in bringing the
nations to their present paganistic attitude of hatred
toward all such pretentious viewpoints, and a deter-
mination to destroy the order that was based upon
them,

Commenting on verses 18 and 19 of Revelation
16, the Watch Tower of July 1883, page 511, says:

“An earthquake would symbolize a revolution, and
here brings to our attention the greatest revolution
which ever has or ever will take place on earth. This
is the great revolution mentioned by the prophet in
which every mountain and hill (the high ones)
should be hrought low, and the vallevs (humble
ones) he exalted, bringing all humanity to a com-

s
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mon level as a preparation for the righteous reign of
the Lord’s Anvinted. Each of the previous plagues
has tended toward this end, and this last results in
the utter overthrow of the triple alliance or associa-
tion between the Beast (Papacy), the False Prophet
(other religious systems teaching error), and the
Dragon (civil power), shown under the sixth plague.

“The Great City here evidently represents these
united three clements which attempted in union to
rule over or control the world. This union and power
will contivue for awhile, but, as here shown, they
will again separate—be divided into three parts. See-
ing that their alliance and mutual support has failed
to control and keep subject the restless and turbulent
masses, each will attempt to adopt an individual pol-
icy in their effort to adjust and settle society: hut
their efforts will be {ruitless. and will only hasten
the crisis of the hour: as a consequence. we read.
“The city of the nations fell down.’”

Apropos of this suggestion, we have noted in
this column the rapid loss of power and prestige by
the nominal Christian svstems. and their subordina-
tion to the civil powers. Also, that paganism is mak-
mg rapid progress in the world. Thus it appears
that the alliance hetween the civil power (the drag-
on) and the rcligious clements js being weakened.
Further along this line. we cannot but be impressed
with the evidence in the news of the dav of sharp
differences of <entiment and policies developing he-
tween Catholic and Protestant spokesmen. and be-
tween the respective interests and activities of the

two syvstems.  Following are a few items of this
character:
ATLANTIC CUTY, ¥el. 27—Both vight and left-

wing edneators inoan unusual Jine-up went on recovd
heve today as opposing the seetion of the report of
President Roosevelt’s Advizory Committee on Eduea-
fion that recommends alloeation of ¥Federal funds fo
parochial and other non-public schools. . . . At a crowd-
ed meeting this afternoon under the auspices of The
Social Frontier. Jeft-wing educational magazine, an
sudience of 800 persons adopted with onlv nine dis-
senting votes a  yesolution infroduced by Professor
Horold Hand of Stanford University. condenming the
vraposal fer Pederal aid fo non-public schools as a
“eloar violation of  the prineinle of sepavation of
Chureh and State, therefore vicious and wn-American.’’

-—New York Times

BARCELONA, Spain. AMareh 12-—=The Protestant
Chureh in Loyvalist Spain. which has suffered so muech
persecution in its history, now finds itself in the par-
adoxical situation of having eomplete liberty of wor-
<hip while the Catholic Chureh (il awaits permission
to worship pmbhely,  The reasons ave partly historical
and partly polifical.  Protestantism alwaxvs has Deen
loxal to the republie, which vestored religions freedom
and emancipated edueation, and it was always identi-
fied with the liberal movements which led to the re-
public.  Conseguently. -with few exceptions, Protes-
fand churches and pastors were spared the mob ex-
cesses from which (Catholic ehurehes and clergy suf-
fered. . . . Any onme who works in Spain as a newspaper
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correspondent and must daily keep in toueli with the
peonle who go fo make uo the Popular army cannot
help being siruck with the bitterness still existing
againgt the clergy. Loyalist Spain certainly is not
anti-God, but it is certainly anti-clergy.’

—New York Times

The reason for anti-Catholic sentiment in Spain,
us explained by Loyalists, and reported in the New
York Times of March 17, are:

*‘As to the disagreeable situation into which the
chureh fell in the earlier months of the eivil war, it
nust be remembered that the government was con{ront-
ed with a situation that had been provoked. 1f the
Catholie chureh lhad not persisted 1 engaeing in the
polities of the country the uphappy plight in which i
finds itself today wonld have heen averted.™

Seill another scene for the conflict of interests be-
tween Catholic and Protestant svstems is in Mexico,
as mndicated in the following from the reported ad-
i a Protestant missionary: as published in

dress of
the New York Times:

The vouth of Mexico today is heari-sick and disillu-
sioned, torn from an old faith, seeking a new one and
finding none, the Rev. Bancrolt Reifsnvder. a mission-
ary in Villa Obregon, D. ¥, Mexico, declared vesterday
in hiz morning sermon at the Fourth Preshyterian
Chareli, West Bnd Avenue and Nivetv-first Street.

Sdnoats fight with the Roman Catholic Chureh, the
Govermment of Mexico has adopted extremist methods
to wean the vouth of the land from the influence of
that churel,” he said.  ““Their professors fell them
that a'l religion it the work of priests and eanitalists,
and thev wonder if there 1z a God. Tt ix a challenge to
us of the Protestant Chareh to bring these voung
peonle back to God.™”

The average American knows nothing of conditions
in Mexico, My, Reifsnvder said, adding:
seene o one revolution after
another, as so many think.  There has been only onc
revolution there and that is still goiue on. The Mexi
cans are as proud of thut revolution as we arve of owr
American Revolution,

AMexieo 1s uot the

When the vevolution broke out i 1910, 85 per cent
of the people lliterate.  The Roman Catholie
Chureh, a great landowner, had helped erush every
progressive movement and had headed almost every
reactionayy one. Deecanse of dt= helie! that it and
it alone had the right of edueating the masses, there
was conltiict the start.  When, in 1820, the gov.
imtroduced its paoliey of mass-edneation, the
hecame acute,

WwWere

trom
ernnient
confliet

A very great pereentace of the land of the country
was in the hands of the ehureh and the “aristoerats,”

“Phe Mexican Government felt that it was not steal.
ing to take the land away from these people.  They
had exploited the masses for c¢enturies, and now il wax
their turn.  So thev took millions of acres away from
the ‘aristoerats’ and  distributed them among  the
people.  Tn retwrn. they gave to the former owners,
bonds.

5

“Allowing for the natural mal-administration of in-
experienced hauds, the government in Mexico is doing
a good Job. There have been rather foolish moves made
al times, especlally by the State authorities, such as
the banning of free speech. And then they are, be-
cause of the quarrel with the Roman Catholie Church,
attempting to stamp out all respeet for religion in the
country.

““The Protestant faithis must fake up the most ur-
gent task of todax and help these people. They seek
knowledge and need help. "’

11, as seems pos

sible, we are now witnessing the
dissolution of the “triple alliance” of civil and nomin-
al Christinon systems, or, “the great citv divided into
three parts.” it would indicate that the great revolu-
tion of prophecy is in progress : and thut the Harvest
of the carth ix approaching its close. How inspiring
to faith to watch for these fulfillments of prophecy
which our dear Brother Russell saw at a distance,
but did not live to witness fully in the flesh. Tn
conclusion, we quote again from his pen in the Sep-
tember 1. 1916 I atch Tower (W, T. R. 5951):

“Our present attitude, dear brethren, should be one
ol great gratitude toward God, inereasing appreciation
of the heautiful truth which e has pranted us the
privilege of seeing and being identified with, and in-
ereasing zeal in helping to bhrine that truth to the
knowledge ot others. In the meantime, our eves of
understanding should diseern elearly the Battle of the
Great Day of God Almichty now in progress: and our
fuith, guiding onr eves of understanding through the
Word, should enable us to see the glorious onteome—
Messiah s Ringdom.  Furthermore, we can be fully
content not to know how Jong the harves! work will
lust——content that the great Captain, who by divine
appointment has the entire matter in charge, is too
wize fo err, and has promised us that all of our ex-
periences shall work together for omr wood if we love
Him and are of ‘the ecalled ones according to His
purpose,’ seeking to make our ealling and election
wure. :

HYMNS OF DAWN

A reproduction of the original “Hymns of Millen-
nial Dawn,” which can be supplied in any quantity.
Prices are as follows: Single copics, 85 cents, post-
paid; 15 or more copies to one address, 75 cents
each: 100 or more copies to once address, (4 cents
cach.  Quantity prices are F. O. B. Brooklyn,

ZIONISM IN PROPHECY

This hooklet was prepared specially as & message
of comtort to the Jews, and has had a wide cirenlation
among them, both in America and in Enrope. It has
also proved to be very effeetive as a means of intro-
dueing the truth to Gentiles. Its review of the fulfil-
ment of Bible prophecies arouses interest and a desire
for further information. Single copies are 20 cents;
2] procures 7 copies, postpaid; and in lots of fifty ox
more they are 10 cents each, carrying charges colleet.
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THE HARVEST

“The harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are
the angels—Matthew 13:39

THE word *world’’ in our text
a translation of the Greek word
aion, the proper meaning of whieh is

i

““age.”’ The use of ““world’” as a
translation of aion is evidently but

an attempt of the translators of our
Common Version to give eolor to the
thonght that at some unknown time
in the future the planet earth, or
the “*world,”" would ‘““‘come to an
end,”’ being destroved by literal five,
and that the saints, the “*wheat'' of
the parable from which our text is
quoted, would be rescued from the
burning and taken to heaven.

But this passage fakes on quite a

different moanin;z onee we recognize
that Jesus is not here alluding To a

traditional burning up of the eanh,
but is discussing things that were to
take place at the end of an age—
an age that began at the first advent,
and would continue until events as-
soclated with Tlis second presence
brought it to an end and ushered in
another age—that great Messianie
period during which the divine will
is fo be reestablished throughout the

whole carth.
Jesus’ statement  concerning the
harvest being the end of the age

forms a part of iz explanation of
the Parable of the Wheat and Taves.
The gathering ot the wheat referred
to in the parable is interpreted by
many of the nominal church, to mean
the gathering “‘home’ of each in-
dividual Christinn at the moment he
dies: and of course, also the general
gathering of the remaining ones at
the traditional ‘‘end of the world.”
But Jesus precludes the possibility

ol such an interprefation being cor-
reet by distinetly saving that the
‘‘harvest’’ is something which was
to take place at the end of the age,
not all down through the age.

Full Scope of Parable

To sce elearly what is implied in
the Wheat and Tares parable, it is
necessary to take info aceount the
lesson of the entire parable; and this
can heen seen only in the light of di-
vine-plan traths revealed during the
harvest. The key to a correet under-
standing of the whole parable is in
Jesus” identification of  the Wheat,
whieh, He tells us, are the **children
of the Kingdom."’

And then, the concluding fea-
fure of the parable, Jesus save that
the wheat ' shine forth the sun
in the Kingdom of their Father,”
thiz being the ““harn’ condition into
which they  ave finally  gathered.
Through fhe divine plan, it is Serip-
turally =een that this ' Kingdom of
their Father™ that Messianie ar-
rangement through and by which the
chureh, jommt-heirs with Christ,
shall shave in {he enlightenment and

as

as

is

as

blessing ot **all the families of the
carih.”
Heneeo the  entive parable illus-

trates the development and also the
use of the Kingdom clags, which
embraces two ages, the Gospel age
and the Millennial age.  The ' har-
vest'" of the parable iz said to be at
the ““end of the age': and, as the
Wheat *shine forth az the sun in
the Ningdom of their Father,”' after
the hurning of the tares. it is elearly
evident that it at the end of the
Gospel age that the harvest takes
place. Indeed. the parvable itself
shows why there has 1o he a harvest

1%

botl of the wheat and the tares, be-
fore the wheat can ‘‘shine forth as
the sun. '’

The sowing of the Wheat, that is,
the planting of the Kingdom eclass
the cmbryo Kingdom of the
FPather, took p]ace a‘r the beginning
of the age, under the direct super-
vision of the Son of \]all. just as the
parable indicates. The divine King-
dom was not fset up‘ hack there
in the sense that it began to reign;

as

nevertheless, the *‘ehildren of the
Kingdom™ bave ever been recog-
uized hy the Father as the Kingdom

m o comrse of }nepamhon. 1_)(5mg pre-
pared to ultimately **shine forth as
the =un.*"

But the parable introduces anoth-

element, a counterfeit Kingdom
called Taves. These are said
to be gown by the devily and this is
st what we should expeet from the
areh-enemwy of the Vather. e has
ever sought fo forstall the divine ar-
rangements by instituting counter-
feits.  He knew that Jesus was des-
tmed nhimatol\' to become a King,
the ruler of the whole ecarth; he
sugeested to the Master that He en-
ter at once upon His roval eareer by
Forming  «  parvtnership with him.
Satan failed in this, but has had a
measure of suceess n deceiving the
professed followers of the Master on
this point.  That knowing of the
divine promise 1'0 establish a King-
dom through a aovd’ and recog-
nizing that the Wheat, the “childyen
of the Ningdom.,"’ \\m'e having the
divine blessing, Satan bhegan to sow
Tarves, counterfeit wheat, in the
wheat field. The tares are the im-
itation of the Wheat, and the Wheat
are the s ehildren of the Kingdom.”’
In other words, the Son of man, in
sowing the Wheat, commenced the
development of the divine Kingdom;
aud the devil, in sowing the Tares,
cormnenced the development of the
counterfeit of that Kingdom,

oY

claxs,

ﬂ
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The fulfilment of thix part of the
parable is  eclearly diseernable in
history, and the sueeess of Satan’s
masterful counterfeit of the divine
Kingdom is seen in the fact that the
entire nominal chureh world is now
referved to in so-called orthodox eir-
eles as °‘Christendom’’——Christ’s
Kingdom. Yes, while it has been
claimed that these tares have bheen
the ‘‘ehildren of the Kingdom,”’
in veality they have been the chil-
dren of the wicked one. While they
have oceupied a  position in  the
wheat field, they have bad no right
there, and, the pavable shows,
must be gathered ont ~frst.,”” or be-
{foré the wheat occupies its indisput-
ed position in the final picture, as
light-hearers to and blessers of the
people during the thousand-vear per-
10d of the exalted Kingdom of God
—for which the Gospel age was set
aside as a time of preparation.

aus

This, then, is the general lesson of
the parable. In a word, it was the
development of the future rulership
of the divine Kingdom, that Satan
attempted, throngh a counterfeit ar-
rangement, to forstall. However, in
the ““harvest™ at the end of the
age his Taves are destroyved, while
the Wheal class are gathered and
made triwmphant in the thousand-
vear Messianie Kingdom,

Begotten by Xingdom Truths
Now let us note the details of toe

parable.  Fiest, let us enquire how
these *rehildren of the Kingdom™

become *rehildren,””  The Seriptures
indicate that it ix thvough a **heget-
ting'" by the " Word of truth™—
the Kingdom  truth, of  conrse.
(James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:3. 23)

Thus, while the sowing of this par-

ticular parable 18 seen to he the
planting,  or establishing  of  the
Kingdom ¢lazs, the embryvo King-
don. ver this wax accomplished by

the proclamation of Kingdom fruths
and the receiving of those truths in-
to the hearts and lives of those who
had rears to hear. ™’

By the same process, the *“tares™
were =own in the wheat field, That
1s, these becmme ehildren ot the
wicked one.”” by acceepting and aet-
ing iu harmony with < doctrines of
devils.”" (1 Tim. 4:1.) These decep-
tive doctrines of the devil, while ac-
tually at vartance with, vet frequent-
Iv ave a very close vounterfeit of, the
Kingdom doetrines.  Indeed. though
in many respects appearing similar,
their actual difference produced the

tares, or counterfeit Wheat, Thus
we have a picture of Wheat and
Tares growing together. and the

Master said that thev were to con-

tinue in this condition until the har-
vest,

An interesting itew of the parable
15 that the Wheat is said to bring
forth fruit, even amidst the tares,
the tares having no power to choke
oft the fruit-bearing quality of the
Wheat. Thus it is seen that the
Wheat serves a useful purpose even
before the time when it shines forth
ax the san in the Kingdom. The
lesson evidently is that the faithful-

ness of {he Wheat ¢lass all down
through the age in furthing and
bearing  witness  to  the Kingdom
mes=age, has  Dbrought f{orth other
ehildven ot the Kingdom,'' so that

while the Tares have predominated,
vet, nevertheless, there has always
been some Wheat in the field.

Until the Harvest

The Wheat and the Tarves were to
grow together until the harvest. That
15, there was to be no clear distine-
fion between the true children of the
Kingdom, and the eounterfeit. Chris-

tendom, with itx claims of being
Christ’s - Kingdom, was to  stand

practically unchallenged. The world
did not desire to challenge the ex-
istence of this counterfeit aggrega-
tion of tares, and the individual
graing of true Wheat, holding to the
Kingdom truths of the divine Word,
were not in a position to effeetively

challenge 11, Not wunti]l the end of
age, asx  the time neaved for the

Wheat to “rshine forth as the sun™
m the true Kingdom for which 1t
was being prepared. was there to he
A separation,

According to Jesus, much was 1o
bhe accomplished in the time of the
harvest at the end of the age: and
it ix this with which we are partie
ularly concerned at the present time.
It we ave in the end of the age,
there should evidence that this
harvest work has, at least, commene-
ed. 11 there 15 no evidence of this,
then we would have a valid yeason
to donbt that Christ’s second pres-
ence 15 a reality: but if we can see
the harvest work in progress il fur-
nishes one ol the strongest links in
our ehaiy of evidence pertaining to
the parousia (presence) of our Lord.

And of  what does this harvest
work  consist ! First,  accordmy
to the Master, the Tares were 10 bhe
cathered nto bundles and burned:
and the Wheat were to be gathered
mnto the lLovrd's barn. This. it would
appear, rvepresents in a general way,
the destruetion of the counterfeit
class—ax Tares, not necessarily as
mdividuals—in order that the way
might he cleaved for the Wheat to

be

/ .
take its destined place in the true
Kingdom, and there to shine forth
as the sun,

While the Wheat harvest is that
m which we are particularly inter-
ested, we should not lose sight of the
fact that the gathering and burning
of the tares is also an important
part of the harvest work; henece, if
we leave this phase of the work out
of onr reckoning, we will fail to real-
ize how fully and marvelously the
harvest of ihe parable has been pro-
gressing during the last half century
aud more.

‘'The Reapers Are the Angels’’

To properly visualize all phases of
the harvest work let us, at this point.
identify the *‘reapers.’”” Tirst, in
this connection, it should he noted
that the Son of man takes the re-
spousibility for the work; He is the
one who savs to the *‘angels,”” who
are the reapers, Do this and do that.
In Revelation 14:14, Jesus is shown
with o sharp sickle in His hand, go-
ing forth to reap; hence He is the
Chief Reaper.

But who are those over whom the
Chief Reaper assumes command, the
“angels™ who perform His bidding
in this great harvest work? Before
attempting to deeide this point, let
1= note again what is said to be done
by these veapers. Firsi, there is the
vathering and burning of the tares
whieh 1s explained by the Master to
be the gathering ont of the King-
dom all things that offend and which
do inigquity.  Then, there is the gath-
ering of the Wheat into the ““barn,"’
which Jesus says s the placing of
the rehildven of the Kingdom'' in
a position where they may ““shine

forth as the sun.®

Now the several phases of work
here ontlined seem to call for a wide
variety ol “rangels,”” or messengers,
to perform i, The use of the word
“angel ' need not be taken to wmean
that angelic beings are the reapers.
The term angel is frequently used in
the Bible to denote a messenger. The
messenger may, or may nol he a spir-
it heing.

Many ““angels’ are referred to in
the hook of Revelation who evidently
are not spirit beings. In 2 Corin-
thians 12:7, the Greek word angelos,
translated **angel’” throughount the
New Testament, is applied to an in-
anhnate thing.  Here Paunl refers to
hiz partial blindness as a ““messen-

3

ger” (Greek angelos, angel) of
Satan to buffet him. Thus we see

that so far as the Seriptural term
“rangel’ ik concerned, it can be ap-
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plied to any messenger or agenecy
that may be used to accomplish
things.

The work of the parable which is
sald to be acomplished by the ‘‘an-
gels’’ at the command of the Son of
man is, itself, the best guide in de-
termining who the angels may be.
What are the agencies used for the
binding and burning of the tares;
and what are the agencies used for
the gathering and cxaltation of the
Wheat? Tas either phase of this
work progressed sufficiently to cn-
able us to identify the foreces being
employed?

Surely, if the harvest work has
progressed to the point where it be-
comes one of the unmistakable signs
of the Master's presence as the
Chief Reaper. we should be able to
see whal ageneies are at work in
connection therewith, We hold that
this is  possible today. Briefly, we
wish {o state heve, that to our un-

derstanding, the ‘‘angels’’ of the
parable include all the agencies

which the Son of man uses to accom-
plish the complete work of harvest,
including the burning of the Taves,
and the exallation of the Wheat to
Kingdom glory; and that the prinei-
pal part of this work is accomplish-
ed throngh the proclamation of the
truth by God’s consecrated people
thig side of the vail. While this lat-
ter phase of the harvest work is the
one with which we are the most con-
cerned and the best acquainted. vet
we should not iguore the other phas-
es, nor lose sight of the fact that
other agencies are used to carrv out
the complete work outlined in the
parable.
The Typical Harvest

There was a harvest at the end of
the Jewish age. Back there it was
not a separation of wheat from im-
itation wheat, as in the gospel age
harvest. The whole Jewish nation
was a Kingdom nation, and so recog-
nized by God. There was no coun-
terfeit aboui this elaim. But when
the King came to them, only a few
were in the proper heart attitude to
accept Him. He came to His own,
but His own received Flim not. But
a few individuals did receive Him,
and these became the ““children’’ in
the new Kingdom arrangement start-
ed at Pentecost.—John 1:11, 12.

In Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2; and
John 4:35-38, this gathering of the
remmant of fleshly Israel fo be the
nucleus of the new Kingdom, is de-
scribed as a harvest work—a separ-
ating of the wheat from the chaff,
The chaff constituted a part of the
wheat while developing, but a value-

less part when the time came for the
harvest, hence it was fit only for the
burning, which, eventually, took
place.

Now the harvest at the end of the
Jewish age was accomplished largely
by the proclamation of Kingdom
truth by the wheat class of that
time, the very ones who, later, be-
came the ‘‘children of the Xing-
dom’ in the Gospel age arrange-
ment. We wish to emphasize this
point for the reason that some have
claimed thiat the reapers in the
wheat and tares parable couldn’t be
the “‘ehildren of the Kingdom’’ be-
ause fthat wounld mean that the
wheat was reaping itself. Yet, that
1s exactly what did take place in the
Jewish age harvest. The apostles
and others whom Jesus sent out as
the harvest messengers at that time,
were, fhemselves, the wheat elass.
True, literal wheat could not reap
literal wheat; but this is symbolic
wheat, and the wheat symbolizes
people, people who are faithful to
God, and these can reap others br
proclaiming the Kingdom message.

But there was another phase of
that typical harvest that was not ac-
complished by the svmboliec wheat,
and that was the burning of the
chaff.  And Jesus, the Chief Reaper
of that time, was responsible for
even that phase of the work, al-
though He used other agencies. In
Matthew 3:12 this matter is outlin-
ed, and there John the Baptist ex-
plains that Jesus wonld be the one
to do the entire work of gathering
the wheat into His garner, and burn-
ing the chaff with unquenchable fire.

But, while Jesus sent ont Iis dis-
ciples, who, themselves, were the
wheat class, 1o gather the wheat into
the Lord’s garner, these were not
used to burn the chaff. No, if we
were fo undertake an identification
of any of the messengers used by
the Lord for this part of that typi-
cal harvest work, we would have to
say that Titus and the Roman army
did a lavge share of it, as they were
the ones that made a final end of
that arrangement which, in the past,
had been God's typical Kingdom.
Tares First Gathered and Burned

In the Gospel age harvest. the
tares are said to be gathered and
hurned first. This, the Master ex-
plains, represents the gathering out
from the Kingdom all things which
do offend and which work iniquity.
Let us remember that the field in
which the tares were planted was a
wheat field. Although the tares have
been permitted to grow there for a
time, vet they have been usurpers:

The Dawn

and the separation of the two is
shown to be a gathering out from
the wheat field—God’s Kingdom ar-
rangement—those things, the tares,
which are not in harmony therewith,
hence hindering the development of
the wheat.

The Power of Truth

Now, how is this work done, and
is there any evidence that it is being
accomplished? If we can depend
upon the object lesson furnished in
the Jewish harvest, we must econ-
elude that the separation of tares
from the wheat in this end of the
age is accomplished largely by the
proclamation of the Kingdom truth,
the announcement that the King is
present. This is the sharp sickle
that cuts asunder and makes mani-
fest the counterfeit from the real,

This does not mean that individ-
ual Christians this side the vail have
been commissioned to determine who
the tares, or workers of inquity,
are, and to foreibly eject them from
the church, as some seem mistakenly
to suppose. No, all that the children
of the Kingdom have to do with this
work is the proclaiming of the truth,
and it is by each individual’s reac-
tion to that message when he hears
it, that he places himself either with
the fares or with the wheat—with
those who are looking for the real
Kingdom, or with those who prefer
to cast their lot with the devil’s
counterfeit  arrangement  which s
destined soon to be completely de-
stroved, or ““burned.”’

It i in keeping with God’s meth-
ods  of  doing things all down
through the ages that we conclude
that, in large measure, the harvest
work of both fares and wheat is ae-

complished through the power of
fruth—anostly, of course, by the
Kingdom fruth proclaimed by the

“*children of the Kingdom;’' and
also, to some extent. by the general
enlightenment due in  the harvest
time resulting from the bright shin-
ing of the Master's presence, While
the acceeptanee of the Kingdom truth
may  help to determine who are
wheat and who are tares, vet the
diffusion of knowledge along other
lines scems npeecessary as a prepara-
tion for the final burning of the
tares. Thus other ‘“angels’’ or mes-
sengers may properly bhe inecluded
among those whom the Lord uses to

accomplish  the {ull scope of this
work,
We can hardly overestimate the

power of truth operating in the lives
of human beings. The Creator em-
plops  various powerful laws by
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which Fle controls the inanimate
things He has ereated; but when it
comes to intelligent creatures—those
whom He has created in His own
image—He guides them through the
operation of truth. Being intelligent
creatures,  they are  controlled
through their intelligence; the mea-
sure of control depending, largely,
upon the degree to which an individ-
nal is willing to yield himself to the
influence of what he recognizes to be
truth.

And Satan bas also exercised con-
trol over the people throngh thew
minds: not with trath, but with er
ror—the docetrines of devils.  TFrom
den on down throngh the ages the
spivit of error hax been dominant in
the world, while the zpirvit of truth
has heen limited in its influence to
those few whom the Lord has heen
specially  wsing I connection with
the development of His plan. Under
the influence of the spirit of cerror,
hoth individuals and nations have
bheen swayed back and forth in iheir
<huttle-hke pursuit oft a happmess
which they have never found.

But, with the approach of the time
of the end, influences are set to work
which gradually result in a turning
on ol a light, so to speak. challeng-
ing the prinee of darkness to his
rvicht to forever hold the people un-
der his control by sheer foree of
icnorance.  In a previous article, we
noted how this *fincrease of knowl-
edoe™ during the last days is doing

mueh to “turn the world npside
down,"" as it were: that 1t ix even
hringing ahout the destruciion of

the great anti-christ system of pa-
paey.

Effects of Bright Shining

And now, let us note the part this
bright shining of the Lord’s pres-
ence plavs in connection with the
harvest work, both as 1t affects the
tares, and also the wheat, We have
already noted that the tare’s posi-
tion in the wheat field is character-
ized  chiefly in nominal churehian-
iv's false elaim of beine Christ's
Kingdom—Christendom. The wheat
are the true Children of the King-
dom, and in line for exaltation and
reigning in the frue Kingdom of
God but the tares are the usurpers,
whielh are removed and burned,

Is there ony evidence. then, that
nominal chnrehianity is losing her
position as the formerly unchalleng-
ed favorites ol heaven, whose au-
thority over the conseiences of men
and women must be held as invio-
late and supreme?  (Certainly, there
35 mueh evidenece along this Hue, As

a result of the inerease of knowledge
along all lines, practically every
foundation prineiple upon which the
nominal church is built is now heing
challenged ; vea, not only challenged,
but as one after another of her dog-
mas are weighed in the balances of
enhightened public opinion, they are
found wanting. As g vesult, the
whole fare element of society the
world over is losing its position, its
standing.

No langer is the elaim aceepted by
an enlightened world that ehureh-
state wnton constitutes the Kingdom
of God.  About the last cswelling
words'" 1o be heavd with any volume
along this line, was when Important
and representative elergvimen hailed
the now defunct League of Nationx
as the *political expression of God's
Kingdom on carth.” This. perhaps,
was one of the major bundlhing pro.
jeets, preparatory to the bwrning.

Formerly, the tave element held
power over the people by playing
upon their superstition.  The eternal
torture superstition was used to hold
the people in religious vestraint, it
being claimed that those who doubt-
ed the ebureh’s elaims of aunthority
would be consigned {o that awtul
hell of fire and brimstone.  Practi-
cally every claim of the tare element
was based upon superstition. rather
than faet, and promofed through
fear, vather than love. Henece 1t ix
easy 1o nnderstand how the Tunereas-
me hight of the new day, has gradu-
allv undermined the faith of the
people 1 churehianity, and made its
destruction in the subsequent time
ol trouble a logical, vea, u commend-
able thing. ’

Meanwhile trath's fTorces are at
work on every hand, exposing the
evils and injustices of all the variousx
governmental forces that have
long held undisputed rulership over
the people.  The first effeet of this
exposure of error and evil is to causce
an uprising against the evils,  In
some countries. such as Italy and
Germany, dictators foresee the 1m-
possibility  of holding an avoused
public in check, so they clamp down
on the eirenlation of any informa-
tion that s detrimental to their dic-
tatorial regimes. But sueh censor-
ship methods can only femporarily
hold hack the destruetive inflnences
et in motion by the dissemination
of knowledee.

Y

T a general way, there can he no
nustake but that the bright shining
of the Lord's presence is gradually
bringing about the full destronetion
of what men have ealled *'eiviliza-
tion.”" but which, {rom the Lord's
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standpoint of justice and love, is
most uncivilized and eruel, fit only
for destruction in the great ¢‘fire of
God’'s jealousy ™ which even now is
being kindled. and which will de-
vour the whole symbolic carth.—
Zeph, 5:8, 9,

And it is in this fire that the taves
are also to he burned; their tave, or
counterfeit nature, having fivat been
demonstrated by the diszemination
of trath during the harvest period.
Thus it will be frue, that the gather-
ing and bhuming ot the tares is ac-
complished ** hrst "—that hetore
the wheat s shine forth ax the sun in
the Kingdom ot their Father,”' Not
irst 1 the that there is no
eathering of wheat until after the
hurnine ol the tare<, but firgl 1n
that this ix the fivst phase of the
Irvest work fo he complefed. as the

1R,

s|ense

shinine of the wheat ax the sunm,
will not bhe until the full establish-
ment of the Kimgedon.

The Wheat Harvest

We have stressed particulavly the
tare teature of the harvest, melnd-
e the burning ot the farves, be-
eati=e our present position in the
larvest period geems to eall for more
attention on {his point.  DBut the
wheat harvest has been m progress
also, very delinitely so. and in this,
as Christians, we find our chief’ con-
cern. While the proclamation  of
Ningdom trurth has had an indireet
efl'vet upon the tarve elass, and while
their position has alxo bheen affected
by the general erease ol knowl-
edge along all hnes, vet the King-
dom truth partienlarly has worked
mizhty changes among the wheat,

The position of the wheat is well
deserihed by the Psalmist when he
<iid. .\ thonsand =hall fall at thy
side, and ten thousand at thy vight
hanud: but it <hall not come nigh
thee.™" (Psa. 91:7) Why? Because
the Kingdom tvuth has been given
<hield and buckler, an armor
to proteet them in this evil day.
The Aalling awaxy  of the tares
throngh the exposure of their false
religions  elniims would  leave the
wheat in a sorry plight indeed, if
the Tord did notf, al the same fime,
provide Tlis sustaining grace of pros-
ent Cruth to reveal fo the minds of
the wheat elass the Taet that while
the talse claims of Christendom ean-
not stand up agamst the challenges
of an enlichtened world, vei there
1< u teath that can, Alsa, that while
the comnterfert Kingdom of God is
totterine to its fall, there is a true
Kingdom <oon to he  established.
Thix, then, has heen the harvest mes-
entrusted fo those messengers

a~ a

Rage
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whose special privilege it has been
to minmster to the “‘children of the
Kingdom.’

And has there heen such a procla-
mation of Kingdom truth during the
last halt century? Most decidedly,
there has. And in the Lord’s provi-
dence that message was caused to
reach every nook and  corner of
Christendon.  So pronounced was it,
and so well recognized by the leaders
of religious thought the world over,
that the mere mention of the term
“Alillennial Dawn,'' was enough to
call forth heated expressions of bif-
terness in practically any church m
Christendoutr.  No, the harvest mes-
sage of the Kinedom and the pres-
ence of the King was not proclain:ed
in a eorner.  The whole professed
Christian world knew about it, and
the majority took a stand against it,
and still maintain that stand.

But the wheat class were reached
and refreshed by the message: and
as cach one heard and with the heart
beliecved, he added his voice to the
glad vefrain. While there had been
mdividnal believers in the Millen-
nial Ningdom during all parts of the
age, not sinee the apostles fell asleep
i death. wntil the beginning of the

harvest in the carly seventies, did
God permit the Kingdom message

to go out in such volume and with
such  effectiveness as to caunse the
<“ehildren of the Wingdom'' to stand
ond senarate ageregation trom
the great mass of those who believed
that the church-state svstems of the
world constituted the true Kingdom
of Chrrst,
Harvest Still Progressing

Sinee the death of the one whom
the Tord used so largely in eonnection
with the proclamation of the truth,.
there has heen a temporary scatter-
mg of the ““ehildren of the King-
dom,'" insofar as a cooperative min-
wstry of the truth iz concerned, but

as a

this in no way nullifies the reality of
the harvest work which had thus far
heen accomplished, but is merely a
further testing and refining of the
Lord’s people preparatorv to their
shining forth as the sun in the King-
dom of their Father. Some have
said that what we elaim to have
heen the harvest work, was not real-
Iv so, else it would have endured.
1t has endured. We venture to say
that not one in a thousand, who ae-
copted the harvest message, has ever
reaceepted the theory that nominal

chmrehinnify  represents  Christ's
Kingdom on ecarth.

As well may we say that the har-
vest of the Jewish age which was
carried on by Jesus and the apostles,
waz a fatlure, an aboriion, simply
beeause, when  the apostles  died,
the ontward  chueh  arrangements
founded by them, disintegrated.

The point we should never lose sight
of is that it is not God's intenfion
to organize Tis people into a world-
wide and un:hakdblc unit this side
of the vail., The harvest work was
not mtended to accomplish this for
them.

The Kingdom truths promulgated
by Jesus and the apostles have lived
in the hearts of a few individuals in
all parts of the age. These truths
were revived and sent hroadeast fe
all the world during the Gospel age
harvest, with the additional mfmmz
tion that the King s avain present.
As the trath haek there. planted in
the hearts of God's peonle, laid the
foxmdation for the Gospel age work:
5o the truth in this harvest is laving
the foundation for the Millennial
age work,  The culmination of the
wheat harvest i1s that of the ban
condition: and that's not this side
of the vail, but a <hinineg forth in
the Kingdom.
the idea
this age

have had
work of

Those who may
that the harvest

The -Dawni

was intended to gather together a
group of people who, in the flesh,
wonld econtinue to carry on Kingdom
work, have not seen the real import
of the harvest work, the full scope
of that which 1s taught in the par-
able of the wheat and the tares.
While there iz much evidence now
that many of the ‘‘children of the
Kingdom’’ may again labor together
m giving a final witness for the
truth before the dark night of trou-
ble settles down upon the world; yot
doubtless the time will come, wheu,
as a final test of faith in and loyalty
to God and to His truth, each one
ol these may be required to stand
practically alone,

We have seen then, as illustrated
in the parable, that there was a

sowing of wheat at the beginning of
the age, This wheat being, aceording
to Jesus. the *rchildren of the King-
dom.”" We have scen. furthermore,
thal therc was another sowing short-
Iv thereafter, a sowing of taves, or

counferfeit wheat.  We lave seen
that the result of {his sowing of
tares lag been the development of
the counterfeit Iingdom arrange-
ment  called  *“Christendom.””  We
have =een  the bundling of these

tares, and now the hurning is begin-
ning to take place. We have noted
the fact of the world-wide procla-
mation of the Kingdom {ruth, and of

how the {are class took a definite
stand  against  if, thus  separating
themselves from the wheat.  And
now we arve surrounded  with  evi-
denees that the time is near when
the last grains of wheat will be ox-
alted to shine Torth as the sun in
the Wingdom. So, shall we not 1ift
up omr heads with thanksgiving and
rejoicing in thiz farther evidenee of
the presence of the Chiel Reaper—
e who =zoon will become King of

the whole earih.
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The Gospel of Chnst

The Power of God Unto Salvation

‘‘So, as much as in me is, T am ready to preach the
Gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not
ashamed cf the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Yor therein is
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith.’’-—Rom.
1:15-17

Il]'i Gospel of Christ is
-‘ that (ll\m(- arrangemient by which  God,
m@‘ through the Christ, Head and body. proposes
to effect a reconciliation bhetween  Himseld
and the fallen race.  PPaud makes 1t verv ])iuin that
this Gospel ix an extremely important factor in the
life of the Christian and it. therefore, behooves us
who have named the name of Christ 1o examine
closely what the Word of God has to say about it
i order that we mav not overlook any essential
points inchuded in s {ull meaning. I left to our
own desires in the matter, doubtless each of us would
seleet those features which appealed to him mosi
stromghy and stress these in his mind and conversa-
ten to the gradual elimination of those less ap-
pealing to his imperfect thought processes.

shows that this tendencey
was a very strong factor in bringing about the in-
numerable creeds and sectarian behels of the past
and present. It is the logical vutcome of a condition
under which earnest and sincere. as well as other
sorfs of men play up certain portions of the Gospel
message to the partial or. incomplete exclusion of
other portions fonnd in God's Word.,  There 1x,
as we know, a zeal not according to knowledge,  But
= it reasonable to suppose that God gave His ap-
proval to such a “carving into segments” of Hix
clorious Gospel, either in the Dark Ages or now?
persons and so to o cach
covenant ... by sacrifice”
harge to “{ulle™ preach the Gospel,
15.]9.) Tt is a balanced and =
Paul also savs that he was care-
the Gospel. Any alteration
whole (;mpul ol God most

the Messianic Gospel.

In fact, rehigious history

respecter ol
“mzlde A

God 15 no
of us who has
He has given the ¢
{ Psa. 30:5: Rom.
complete Gospel,
ful lest he might hinder
omission from the

m oor
certainly hinders, to some extent, the full blessing
which mayv he received throngh 1t

Strong's  Ixhaustive  Concordance defines the
Greek verb cuaggelizo by the terms: “To announce
good news (Cevangelize” ) especially the gospel 1. L.
declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings.
preach (the gospel: the noun, cuaggelion, a good
message, 1. c. the gospel.”” The Gospel is spoken of
112 times in the New Testament and 7 times in
the OId. On a very few other occasions the Hebrew

;

Teiers lood

word e messenger bringing to his king
news of a victory by his armies. Whenever it is
used with respeet to the Christian’s faith and hope
it is rendered THE GOSPELD THE GLAD TID-
INGS.

Among the vanous renderings found in the Com-
mon Version, are. ...

The Gospel of the Kingdom

{of God and of Christ, cc.) 29
The Gospel of the Grace of God 1
The Gospel of yvour Salvation 1
The Gospel of Peace 4
The Iverlasting Gospel 1
T hn Truth of the ( Gospel 4
The Faith of the Gospel 1
The Mystery of the Gaspel e 1
Cibedience and Lovalty 1o

{Defenee of the Gospel) 10

~Another Gospel (than the onlyv wrue Gospel)
condemned by Paul
Upon examinig  these 119 appeavances of the

wrm, the Gospel, the glad tdings, ete. in the Scrip-
tures this conclusion stood out: To elaborate on the
sull meaning of the Gospel would require a series
of discourses or articles on all features of God's
Plan and of His character and on the intimate re-
Jationship of the true Christian to them all. In
ather words, The Gospel 1s the whole Word of God
tully and rightly divided in accordance with 2 Tim-
othv 2:15. Needless to sav, none of us feels himselt
quahihed to perform this task.  And yet, neither
doowe find favor with our H(*n\'vnlv TFather 1 we
throw up our hands, sit down and do nothing i the
matter.  That 1s, m effect, ignoring His gl'acious
promises of help o those who truly love THim.
When our text citation s exanmined closely eight
linces of helpful thought develop out of 5t and will
serve toogive us at least a hint of the power and
beauty contained in this Gospel of our Salvation.

(1) Paul was Prepared to Use
His Whole Being Preaching the Truth

The Tengths to which Paul went in this matter
of preaching the Gospel is heautifully shown in the
I evmouth  rendering of 1 Thessalonians  2:6-9;
“We mivht have stood on our dignity as Christ's
apostles. On the contrary. in our relations to - you
we showed ourselves as gentle as a mother 1= when
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she tenderly nurses her own children.  Seeing that
we were thus drawn affectionatelv towards you. it
would have been a joy to us to have imparted 1o
vou not only God's Good News. but to have given
our very lives also. because vou had become very
dear to us.  For vyou remember, brethren, our
tabor and toil: how, working night and day so as
not to hecome a bhurden to anv one of yvou. we came
and proclaimed among vou God's Good News.™
This is only one of many examples that we sce
throughout Paul’s ministey, which ministry we are
wrged to copyoeven ag his ministry was a copy of
Christ’s, When we, in silent meditation, hold ane
of those necessary periods of self-examination Jét
us he entirely honest with ourselves and sce just
how far our lives and words are deveed 1o preach-
mg the whole Gospel. or whether we are lapsing
nto a condition in which we are satisficd to show
forth somc selected portions of it with the idea in
mind that others may witness to those parts which
are less attractive to us,  With such an idea, no mat-
ter how sweer it may be 1o us, goes the insidious
poison of “spiritual pride” in the tdea that we are
more favored of the T.ord than those who preach
other phases of the Gospel.  Doubtless the one whose
tastes run more 1o those phases of the Gospel which
are measurably shelved or shunned by us, is equally
certain that his course is purchasing for him a posi-
tion of superior favor. The desire for the chiel
seats of favor did not die with the scribes or PPhari-
sees, nor with the sons of Zebedee and their mother.
However, the advice, “Humble vourselves,” to-
gether with that of the Master given in Matthew 20
25-28, has not, in any way., reduced i power or
effect.  We quote in part: “Dut it shall not be so
among vou; but whosoever will be great among
vou, let him Dhe vour minister; and whosoever will
be chief among vou, let him be vour servant; even
as the Son of man came not to he mimstered unto,
but to minister.””  Our eventual position 1 the
Kingdom is to be determined by how closely and
with what effort we have performed the whole will of
God within the limitations of our carthly tabernacle,

€2) It was First to the Jews,
..Then to the Gentiles

“And the Scripture, forseeing that God would
justifv the heathen through faith, preached hefore
the gospel unte Abraham, saving. “In thee shall
all nations be blessed.” ™ (Gal. 3:8)  This is the
first preaching of the Gospel of which we find Serip-
tural record. Enoch™s message as vecorded i Jude
4 T3 merehy pomted o the judgment of evil-doers,

To the hrst Gentile convert Deter said: "Of a
vruth 1 perceive that God 1z no vespecter of persons:
but i every nation he that fcareth veverenceth
Phm, and worketh righteonsness, s aceepted with
Fhim " —Aets 1034, 35,

Flow widelv God intends the Gaspel 1o bhe preached
i< shown i Matthew 24:14: 7 And tdus Gospel of the
KNingdom shall he preached an oll the scorld for u
witness tnto all nations: and then shall the end  of
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the age] come.”  Since this Gospel is the “power
of God unto salvation to evervone that believeth,”
we see how necessary this witness 1s in order to ful-
fill the Scriptures which show that true Christians
will be from among all nations and kindreds of
the carth. DBy way of seli-examination, let cach
of us ask ourselves the question: “Tf T were the
only witness whom God has chosen from my lo-
cality would the Gospel he fully preached in it”?

Of course that does not mean that we have to
force the Gospel upon evervone any more than it
means that all must become helievers during this
Gospel age,  H. however, we let our first Jove of
God's truth become cold or tukewarm it may mean
that God will need 1o find another messenger for
that particular service whiel otherwise could have
heen ours o perform. Brethren, let us all take
home to oursclves the lesson of Jeremiah's state-
ment, "But His word was in nune heart as a burning
fire shut up m mwv bones, and T was weary with for-
bearing, and 1 could not stav."—Jer. 20:9,

(3) The Righteousness of God is Revealed
Therein According to Our Faith in God
And Christ as our Lord and Saviour.

The first chapter of Mark opens with the words,
“The heginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.”  And Paul, in Romans &, reminds us
that 11 we fulfill the conditions laid down in His word
then we, also, are His sons and hence, “heirs of
God. and joint-heirs with Christ.”  As always, when
God gives us something valuable or entrusts it to
our care, e does it for a purpose—an unselfish
purpose.  Wevmouth's New Testament in Modern
Speech puts our responsibility and relationship 1o
Gad into very clear language.  “For this [Gad's
household] s what the Church of the ever-living
God s, and it is the pillar and foundation stone of
the truth.  And, heyond controversy, great is the
mystery of our religion.” (1 Tim. 3:13, 16.) Since
Paul has just laid down the qualifications for ser-
vants i the ecclesia and since the words {ollowing
those just guoted are a warning to the church
that f{alsc¢ teachers will arise, etc.. this statement
must apply to the church in the flesh. 1o all who are
brethren m the narrow way,

As we make this Gospel our own——and Jet us be
very sure that we do this (1 Thes. 5:21: 2 Cor, 13
Sj—and increase our faith with its glorious prom-
1ses, 1t takes root inoour hearts, a living, erowing
giit from aur Heavenly Father and our Lord, Do
we view 1t from this standpoir in daily practice
or s it something we only occasionally take down
from the shell and dust off. Drethren, the Gospel
15 and must he an cver-growing lreasure in o our
hearts or the time will come when 1t will seek an-
other and more appreciative habitation. May that
never happen to any of us, for there is nn substitute
to il the void dts loss would ereate

Dut as woe more and more completely set apart our
hearts and ninds 1o s message 1 its fulness and
richness then Ths nghteconsness, not our own which
1= ws Aty rags, becomes revealed mous through the
Gospel as Paul veninds use And so we, 100, hecome
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living epistles of the Gospel, known and read of
all men. If it is m us as He would have it, then
we cannot begin to contain it all. Then it will not
hecome diminished in value and importance through
the earthen vessels of ourg, bur it will overflow to
the Dblessing and profit of other hearts and heads.
Under the divine arrangement, as blessings thus
reach others around us from our overflowing hearts,
it tends to increase nstead of diminish our own
store of divine refreshment and benefit. “It is more
blessed to give than to receive” has even more signi-
ficance to the Christian in the spivitual than i the
material things.-—Aets 20235,

(4) It is the Power of God unto Salvation

The aposte also tells us someihing of the condi-

tions attached 1o the operation of  thix wonderful
power of Godo 71 decdare unto you the Gospel
which [ preached wnto vou, which also we have

received, and wherein ve stand: by which also ve
are saved, if ve keep ‘margin, kold jast? in memory
what 1 preached unto vouw.™ (1 Cor. 15:1, 2.3 And in
Fphesians 1:13, we read “In whom " Christ ye also
trusted, after that ve heard the word of truth, the
Gospel of vour salvation: in whom also affer that ve
Lelieved, ve were sealed with that holy spirit of prom-
e Then to receive of this power of salvaton in
the Tull sense, we must hear and receive {or believe)
the word of truth, the Gospel, be sealed with the
holv spivit, and retatn 10 m Memory, 1ot Just as se
many words 1o bhe vepeated {from time to time b
embedded i our hearts, until 1t becomes @ very
part of us, vea, an ever increasing part of us,

It may sound very simple and casy of attainmment
to some, but it ix a lfetime sk, a precious privi-
Tege, ours through grace. Tt may sound hard or
impossible to others, hut all necessary assistance Js
promised us i we do what we can: and, therefore,
“if God be for us, who Tor what” can be against ug 7
(Rom. &:31.)  The answer s, no one, nor anvihing,
but ourselees. Only oour own carclessness or sel-
fishness will he responsible for owr fatlure 1f 1t finally
should come to that.  So let us he awake ar all times
1o both cur responsibilities and privileges,

Through this power of the holy spirit coming
to us through our behed of the Gospel. we hecome
more vodlike and come into a condition of truce hol-
iness, and gradually we grow into the Jikeness of
IMis character and hecome more completely set apart
from worldly and sinful wayvs to the full commtment
of Tlis wavs.  And, truly, His wavs lead to life
everlasting!

(5) It is Limited to Them that Believe

The smportance of believing the Gospel is most
plainly shown in a few words in Hebrews 4:20 3.
Speaking to his brethren of the houschold of faith,
Paul savs, “Tor unto ux was the Gospel preached,
as well as umo them: hut the word preached did
sioi profit them, not being mixed with faith in "mar-
gin, hecause thev were not wnited by jaitl 1o them

that heard it."  And TJesus said unto the blind,
“According to vour faith be 1t unto vou. ( Matt.

13

Theyv were bhnd physically and then they
saw.  Belore becoming  enlightened, we were  all
blind spiritually.  Will we all continue to see the
Gospel of our calling more and more clearly as we
journey onward to the end of our Christian pathway ?
Our faith and faithfulness will supply the answer.
“This 1s the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith.” “Be thou faithful wmto death, and
Iwill give thee a crown of life.” (1 John 5:4; Rev,
2:10.) “With the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.  (Rom. 10:10.)

Yes, the head. the heart, the tongue, the whole
being. will be cooperating toward a common goal—-
that of righteousness and holiness.  True {aith leads
mjust one direction.  As the poet purs it, “My
faith looks up to Thee.” and where we ook, in that
direction inevitably we will go.  To the exient that
we find ourselves drifting, hesitating or going in
any other direction. we may know that lip service,
blnd, unihinking emotion, credulity, ete., are heing
sthstittted i our Dhives for the genuine holy im-
pulses, deliberations and acts that betoken the real
Christan, the up-and-demmg child of a great and
glorious heavenly Father,

G20,

From another angle, 1t may be said that we have
cither a growing or a dying faith. 1t does not re-
main stationery.  This does not mean that we jump
from one conclusion 1o another with such rapidity
as to lose our sense of proportion, nor that we lHmit
qar faith exclusively to our own personal satisfaction
awd give 1t no room i which to develop and grow
into a thing of beauty and desirabilitv to hehold.

Netther  extreme  is associated  with  spiritual
growth. A growing organism constantly partakes
of food. discarding what is found to he harmful or
of no benefit to itsell, and assimilating onlv that
which has been definitely proven by test 1o be
strengthening and invigorating,

Having proved ta the best of our ability every-
thing which goes mto our faith structure, we have
a further definite responsibility to our Father and to
our T.ord Jesus to keep and defend it until the end
of our course 18 reached, or, until He has fulfilled
the promise that “if in anvthing ve be otherwise mind-
minded, God shall reveal cven this unto vou.”-—Phil.
3:13.

For the Christian, decisions hased on the word
of God and pertaining to the Gospel in all its phases,
are necessarv. 1t is plainly shown that to he “tossed
to and {ro. and carried about with every wind of
doctrine,” whether of doctrine pertaining to God's
Plan or of His character, and to be “ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth,” ete.. are not pleasing to God. (FEph. 4:14:
2 Tim. 3:7.) Character is not built by the constant
dodging of an issue. or by avoiding opportunities
to defend and show forth that which God has com-
mitted to our care. Jude 3, Moffat translation reads,
“Belaved, my whole concern was to write you on the
subject of our common salvation, but T am forced
to write vou an appeal to defend the faith which
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has once for all been committed to the saints.” The
habit of evading doctrinal features of the truth hav-
mg a prominent position in the Word of God and
of consistently ignoring them on the plea of expedi-
ency, personal distaste, etc., is a form of indifference
to that which He considers important enough to m-
corporate in His Word, and must eventually classify
us as Laodiceans, fit only (0 be spewed out. How-
ever, it is obvious that there are circumstances that
call for reticence and it would not be productive
of good were we to speak our minds. Under such
conditions lack of restraint would not merit God's
approval.  The spirit of a sound mind—Christian
sanctified common sense and Christlike Jove-—must
determine our course.

Character is built by meeting these matters firmly
and in the spirit of true Christian love—the divine
way.  The double-minded man is unstable in all
his wavs., He is building an unstable character,
certain to {fall when crucially and severely tried.
And, when cach decision 15 made in sincerity of
heart and in accordance with the understanding per-
mitted to us at the time, it hecomes our responsihility
to God to stand fast upon -t until He, in His infinite
wisdom, enables us, by whatever means or method
He may choose, to see that our position is inhar-
monious with some portion of His Word.,  Any other
course of procedure which causes us to reverse or
abandon our position, can have none other than a
disastrous effect upon our faith and character struc-
ture.

It might be said that the steps leading to Christian
character development are:

1 To study God's Word with the thought m mind,
“Thy will, not mine, be done.”™

2 To meditate upon and pray over what we have
studied.

3 To come to decisions hased upon the previous
sTeps.

4 Ta abide by those decisions and to take positive
action  harmony with His Word when and i1 nec-
essary, regardless of what it may cost us in the favor
of the workd or even among our brethren,

5 To be ready at all tmes to be shown from the
Scriptures wherein we have crred: and, when shown,
o put His Word above self(ish) interest or de-
sire, even as we put it above the favor of others
when it is necessary for us to do so.

We know of Paul’s strength of character. Cross
sections of il arc placed before us m the passages
telling how he defended these things committed  to
his charee, how he withstood Peter 1o the face for
his dissembling, and in his epistles 1o the Corinthian
church.  He might casily have evaded the issues by
explaining that these things were causing contro-
versy and division so he would not touch upon them,
or that he was merely an apostle 1o the Gentles,
while Teter ministered more espectally to the Jews,
and have let it oo that way, Many of his hardships
<could have been avoided by using human logic (and
Paul was no mean Jogician} but he had other and
higher standards and he stood by them.  He fought
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the good fight even unto the end. He was also lov-
mg and gentle. However, the various sides of his
character were not in opposition—they worked to-
gether.

It takes more than mere determination to build
Christian character. The most ruthless characters
of history had great determination and the will to
succeed.  In standing by, and defending our faith,
our Scripturally proved standards, do we grant our
brother the same rights and privileges? Or do we
require him to live up to what we have proved for
ourselves instead of what he has established in his
own.nind 7 Qur hrother is responsible to our Father
for his faith and conduct according to what he under-
stands, not for our conduct, etc. We may not, with
Scriptural approval, support our brother and his
activities in important things contrary to what we
understand, for that would Dbe pleasing men rather
than God, putting policy, expedience or ‘‘respect
of persons’, above principle no matter how much it
might he glossed over with fair words and pleasant
phrases. Nevertheless, he is a brother and. as such,
is entitled to our love, patience, and consideration. '
Therein is the love of God above that of mankind.
Which kind fills our hearts?

(6) Rest—the Peace of God that Passeth
All Understanding—Is with Them
That have True Faith in the Gospel.

“Great peace have they which love Thy law: and
nothing shall offend them.” “Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: he-
catrse he trusteth in Thee."—Psa. 119:165; Isa. 26:3.

The thought of rest in the Gospel is not so directly
stated in the passage in Romans as the other points
are: it comes {rom the text in Hebrews quoted in
the discussion of faith.  Nevertheless, it is such an
al-important point to the Christian that it would
he o serious omission i its contemplation were ne-
glected.  In these tryving davs of severe shaking in
connection  with hoth carthly and  spiritual  things
there is no substitute for “the peace of God, which
passcth all Thuman® wnderstanding.”  Without 1t
what have we?  How could we hope 1o stand in
this “evil day’ =—Eph. 6:13.

It ix called to our attention by the Tord in Mat-
thew's Gospel and by some of the apostles that there
will be some who think that they have His assurances
and promises but who will he  disillusioned  when
1will e too Jate to retrieve their great loss,  He
repeatedly cautions Flis followers against heing found
m this condition. Tle was 1 no sense of the word
trving to Uscare Mis followers into hne'™ as do some
nowadavs,  No, He recognized that no one can he
frightened into o condition of peace. Let us ger this
straight, brethren! Tt 15 highly important. FFear,
whether seli-mtheted  or inflicted upon others, can
never give one the eace of God, nor will acts hased
upon terror he acceptable to Fim.

This peace of God does not come to us through
distorted  thinking nor through conclusions  formed
upon an incorrect basis nor through blind credulity.
It comes only when we have a Seriptural basis for
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our faith, when that faith becomes so real and vital
to us that it becomes conviction and when that con-
viction brings our every thought, word and act
into harmony with it.  To do that, often requires
much suppression of seli: it may cost us much in
rime, money, influence, external peace: 1t may cost
us temporary or permanent loss of friendship and
friendly {eeling among the world, among our close
friends and relatives or even among some who,
like ourselves, also name the name of Christ but
who haven't fully submerged their personalitics and
natural hent into His.  But whatever may be its
cost to us, it 1z well worth the price. That kind of
peace—rthe peace of God—enabled our Tord Jesus
towalk m the path of suffering from Jordan to
Calvary, and that same kind of peace will hring us.
also, through this veil of tears to a “well done, thou
cood and faithful servant.”  To sum 1t up: Faithiul
obedience and Jovaltv to all of Hix revealed word.
1o His Gospel, 1s the price of that “peace of God
which passeth all Thuman’ understanding.”

(7) The Christian
Is Not Ashamed of the Gospzl

Of TJesus it is written: He “made Himsell of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the likeness of men: and
heing found in fashion as a man, He humbled Him-
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross.” (Phill 2:7.8.)  And why did He do
this*  We find two very plain answers in the Gospel
according to St John 71 do alwavs those ihings
that please Him [ the Father].” (8:290) When facing
death before Pilate He was more specific. “To this
end was T born, and for this cause came [ mto the
world, that T should Dear witness unto the truth.
Lvervone that is of the truth heareth My voice”
(18:37.) Pilate asked, “\What is truth?” but did not
wait for the answer. Jesus said, “Thy Word s
Trath.” (17:17.) Tour times Paul speaks of the
truth of the Gospel.  (Gal. 2:5.14; Iiph. 1:13: Col
1:3) We guote from Ephesians 1:13: “In whom
[Tesus| ve also trusted, after that yve heard the word
of truth, the Gospel of vour salvation.” Tt rather
looked as if Pilate, like many another, would like
to know the truth hut wasn't very anxious to share
the shame and humihation which he felt were at
tached to that wimess.  Jesus bore the humiliation
hut was in no wise ashamed.  “Then said Jesus unto
Iis disciples, If any man will come after Me, Tet
him denv himself, and take up his cross, and follow
e —ANatt. 16:24,

The Seriptures tell us that there is ‘a time to
Lkeep silence, and a time {0 speak.” and there are many
times when silence 1z the proper course for us to
pursuc.  {Ecell 3:7.)  The truth should never be
forced upon anvone, and of Jesus it 1s said that,
“He shall not strive, nor cry: neither shall any
man hear His voice in the streets.”  (Matt, 12:19.)
There will be many other times when we should
not onlv he prepared to speak but should speak. At
such times if we do not speak He will have cause
t he ashamed of us. In all these things we should
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be slow to judge or condemn others. hut should
never be hesitant or slow about analvzing and cri-
ticizing oursclves.  lLuke 9:26 reminds us of the im-
portance of this matter: “For whosoever shall be
ashamed of Me and of My words of him shall the.
Son of man be ashamed, when He shall come in His
own glory, and i His Father's, and of the holv an-
gels.” Let us keep the heart clean and pure, and
the mouth (and our lhves, too) an ever alert wit-
ness for the truth which has been committed 1o our
charge. (1 Thess. 1:4) On the witness stand., a per-
son 1s charged to tell the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. Sometimes we wonder i°
that would not make a fine motto for the walls of
our hearts.

Paul tells us how dmportant both the heart and
the mouth are i1 we are to he among those not
ashamed.  “For with the heart man helieveth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.  For the Scripture saith, “Whosoever
Leheveth on Him shall not be ashamed.” (Rom. 10:
10,11 Can weo dfvom the heart, sav. “T am not
ashamed of the Gospel, my lips and daily life show
that I am not ashamed of any portion of God's
Word s and my every act, word, and thought is such
that the Lord will not be ashamed of me in that day™?

Our immediate answer would probably he an em-
phatic No. hut vet some will he able to say at the
end of the course, “Yes,” not hecause they did not
slip and fall many times, as do we all, but because
they learned the importance of being ever quick to-
o to the throne of heavenly grace and to confess
those failures. seeking forgiveness.  These have kept
and are keeping the robe of Christ's righteousness
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Tet us
be sure to do this and He will not number us with
those whao were ashamed of His message, and of
whom He will be ashamed.

(8) Faith is Necessary, But Not Faith Alone

“What doth it profit. my brethren, though a man
sayeth he hath faith, and have not works? can faith
save lum? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone. Yea, a man may sav, Thou hast
faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without
thy works, and 1 will shew thee my faith hy my
works,  Seest thou how  faith  wrought with s
works, and by works was made perfect?” (Jas. 2:
4. 17, 18, 22.) “The words that T speak unto youw
I speak not of Myself: hut the Father that dwelleth
m Me, He doeth the works,  Verily, verily, 1T say
unto von, He that believeth on Me [has faith], the
works that 1 do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because I go unto My Fath-
er."-=John 14:10. 12

The works we do here on earth, if acceptable to
God, will he so because His strength enabled us to.
perform them and because He s a very patient, lov-
ing Father. “For it is God who in His good wilt
enables vou to will this and to achieve it." (Phil.
2:13. Moffat rendering.) Acceptable works are those
which are to the glory of God and of our Lord; those
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which show forth or defend His Gospel, His truths
as stated i Ephesians 4:13 and Jude 3; those
which are in the form of unselfish and Jloving
thoughts, words and acts at every opportunity prim-
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arily toward our brethren, members of the household
of faith, but also to all men. Jesus died for all and
this fact constitutes the central, vital truth of the
Gospel. —Contributed

The Cross by Which I am Crucified

save in the cross of
through whom the world has
Lo

crucified untc me, and I unto the world.’’ —ttal,
"American Revised Version ]

“‘Far be it from me to glory.
cur Lord Jesus Christ,
been
6:14,

j H112 way of the Christian is a strange way.
In everything it is so different from the way
ol the world that those of the world cannot
understand it. He lives differently  from
those of the world, and he dies differently.  He does
not ind his daily pleasure in the things that please
his flesh, but in thc things he feels will please God.
He does not seek death in the casiest way, but is
willing to die in the most painful way, if that be the
divine will for him.

It is impossible for a man of the world 1o think
of anv person desiving to be crucified; and vyet
our text we find the Apostle Paul expressing this
desive, and counting it above everything else as
something to glory in (lterally, boast about). Why
should Paul have expressed himself thus® Tt 18 not
generally recognized by the nominal Christian that
evervone who is to be with Christ in glory must be
crucified with Him, here on this earth. 1le must
bear thiz crucifixion not of compulsion. as though
it were something he is obliged to do. but voluntarily
and as a thing to be desired. Crucifixion is a slow,
lingering death; some having been known to linger
on as Jong as three or four days after having been
nailed ro the cross, thus suffering untold agomes.
And the crucifixion of the true Christian is, like-
wise, a long and lingering death, lasting throughout
his Christian life. It is not something that is over
within a moment. but something that will be com-
pleted onlv when his earthly life is fully sacrificed.

All the experiences God permits to come to a
Christian are what constitute the cross which cruci-
fies him: and so every experience that he may have
that will in anv way put to death his namural ten-
dencies, thankfulness.  With this
in mind, Taul could say: “We glory in tribulations
also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience”
“eheerful endurance or constancy ], (Rom. 3:3.)
Agam. James savs: “Blessed [lnpv\ is the man
that endurcth temptation: for when hc 15 tried. he
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love Him.” (Jas. 1:12.) It
was Dbecause of this that James urged the followers
of Christ to “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations.” (Jas. 1:2.) Let us seek to grasp thesc
things more fully. To count it all j when we fall
into divers temptations surely 1s contrarv to our
human nature.

is an occasion for

Sour attention ?

. Again Paul says: Most gladly will T rather glory
i my infirmities.” (2 Cor. 12:9.) Why? Pr acmallv
evervone admits that he has infirmities, and will do
almost any Lhm(r to rectify them. DBut here is a man
who says: I rejoice in them, because I know they
are for my good. Brethren, if we can learn the les-
sons God mtend\ for us to learn in these trying ex-
periences, we. too, will come to rejoice in them and
thank God for them. Al these experiences make
the cross that crucifies our natural desirves, and we
should say from the heart: “Rather than bewail these
(_"xperich(;} I will make them a cause for boasting,
for they are crucifving my flesh.”

We Jook back over the years of our Christian
way and now we can see how valuable the experi-
ences of these later vears have been in developing
Tove." the character-likencss to our Lord. Some of
us may have thought we were ready for the Kingdom
back in 1914, and that we were ready then ‘ro re-
ceive the erown that God has promised to the faith-
fulo But the experiences of these recent vears have
reveated certain things of which we were not aware in
past vears.  \What lmmwht these unrealized things to
Was 1t not the experiences thlou“h
which we passed Perhaps we may have something
that we value, snsm*thing very precious and which
we think is pure gold. - Supposing we put that pre-
cious metad i the crucible and applv fire and dis-
cover that 1t 1= an allov, that other minerals and im-
puritics are mixed with it We would  feel very
much disappoinied. We thought it the finest gold,
and ver 3t was an allov: it wasn't pure gold after all.
What revealed this impuritv > 1t was the fire that
was apphied 1o 1t So it ix with our Christan Jife
the fire hrings to the surface these impure things and
other doragn clements of which we were unaware
anid lnn\\mg we have them affords us the oppertun-
iy of overcoming them.

Christitke.

We prav 1o God to help us to become

Surely this will not be accomplished by hving on
Cflowery heds ol case” bt by being purified from

these unchristian tendencies 1 us. We need the try-
ing experiences, and as we see the changes that these
are making in us, we rejoice with thanksgiving, sav-
ing: T will rejoice in mine infirmities.” knowing
that the way to the crown is by way of the cross.
Qur desire to be a Christian implies that we are will-
ing to go through the same experiences that Christ
went through. It micans that we intend to hear a
Cross cven as Hu hore a cross.  What is the purpose
of the cross?  The purpose of the cross is to crucify
our humanity.  Our desire to be a Christian inclndes
our willingness to hear the cross of Christ,
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What 12 this cross 7 When Paul wrote these words
did hie refer to the cross of calvary? Was he think-
ing of that wooden cross upon which Christ died?
No. mdeed, that cross would not crucily Paul, nor
will 1t erucify us. The cross of Calvary has become
a fetish with many. They have made it a thing to be
adored.  Dut that cross upon which Jesus was cru-
cified was no more holy than any other wooden cross ;
and so, Paul was not speaking of that cross when
he said: “God {orbid that T should glory, save i the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Gal. 6:14.) The
cross that he referred to was the cross that Christ
lad laid on him. You will recall that when Christ
spoke to Ananias on-that day when He sent him to
Saul, He said: “T will shew him how great things
he must suffer for My name's sake.” (Acts 9:10-16.)
There the cross was Jard on Paul.  And through all
the vears that followed, all his expertences were hal-
Jowed by the cross that was laid en him. Thus he
could sav: “God forbid that T should glory, save n
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world ig crucified unto me”

Faith rejoices not only in the glory that 15 1o be
revealed when we shall be with Christ, but in the
trials, difficultics. sorrows and sufferings incidental
to the preparation for that glory. There are some
who just merely think of going to heaven, of being
an angel standing hefore the throne plaving on a harp
of gold. and singing praises to God; but faith real-
izes that the way to hcaven is the way that Jesus
went. We read: ““Who for the jov that was set
hefore ITim endured the cross, despising the shame.”
(Heh, 12:2) The cross 1 not only the entrance to
the narrow wav, but 1t is also the exit from that nar-
row wav.,  We must oaccept the cross before we
take the first step in the narrow wayv: and it will be
the hearing of that cross all @long the way in the foot-
prints of the Master that will win for us this glorious
salvation.

Continued Faithfulness

We must not only take up our cross, but we must
bear it. That is. the cross 18 to be borne continuous-
hvooand, as we have seen, it 1s not the cross of Cal-
vary that we are to glory in, but the cross of Christ
-~ -the real, true cross-bearing. The cross of Calvary
was the one on which Jesus finished His carthly
Bic: bur Jesus was bearing a cross for three and one-
hali vears hefore He was nailed to the one on Cal-
varv's Wil s oa matter of fact, e had already
vielded vp the maijor portion of His life before He
reached Calvary, That cross of Calvary was merely
the ending of that hife. and was especially for the
purpose of redeeming Tsracl from the curse of the
Jaw.  Jesus did not need to die on a wooden cross to
pay the ransom price. e could have rvedeemed the
world by just vielding up His human hie m anv
other wav. But since the nation of Israel was under
the curse of a broken law, there was need for some
one to bear that curse hefore there could be anyv hope
of salvaton for that naton. His death on the cross
of Calvary provided the means by which that curse
could be met, even as we read, "Cursed is cvery
one that hangeth on a tree.” (Gall 3:13.) So it must
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be with those who follow in His footsteps. The
cross that He was bearing for three and one-half
vears has been laid on His disciples and will mean
thetr crucifixion.  That was the real cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And as we see our need of that
cross. we will rejoice in it and not complain.
Trials are Valuable

We are apt to complain about our trials and think
that we are enduring many hardships, wishing thai
we might be relieved of them: but after we reach
the point where we can look upon our trials as bless-
ings, we will not feel like complaining ahout them.
lovery painful experience that comes to us hecause
of our efforts for the cause of God and His truth
is an occasion for rejoicing.  We must not expect
the flesh to rejoice in the cruss: it never will, be-
cause 1t 18 not natural for it to do so. Rather. it
18 the new creature that rejoices.  Paul did not sav
the words of our text from the standpoint of his
humanity.  In fact, his humanity had to be brought
mto subjection to the new mind before he could say
that.  That was the expression of the new creature—
a desire that the flesh be crucified.  So we see that
the value of these trying experiences in our life is
something really {or which to be thankful.

We want to be like Christ. 'We want to be with
Him.  And the only way we can be like Him is to
have the same experiences that He had.  So our
Father when He chose the church said, paraphras-
mg: T am going to have every one of them conform-
ed to the image of My Son.” (Rom. 8:29.) Thiz
can only be done by permitting the same experiences
that Christ underwent.  “Though He were a Son,
vet learned He obedience by the things which He
suffered.” (Heh, 53:83  We can find some little les-
sons i nature that bring this truth to our minds in
a very forceful way. The facts ahout the gorse
bush, or furze as it is also called, are very interest-
ing. It is a native of southern Europe and grows in
waste places. Tt is @ rather oddly formed bush with
leaves, that are very sharp pointed.  Somie call these
feaves, thorns.  The fall comes and those thorns do
not <rop off : they just stay on that bush all through
the winter. becoming sharper and sharper, so that
when spring comes they are almost like needles. 1t
makes a most forbidding bush to look at; but as the
spring advances and one looks closelv, he will see
two hirtle fluffy balls growing {rom these little spikes.
As the warm weather comes on, those little balls
burst out mto the most beautiful vellow flowers.
That {forhidding looking thing has become a thing of
glorv.  And so the apostle says: “Now no chastening
for the present seemeth to be jovous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth [like the two little
halls of the furzel the peaccable fruits of righteous-
ness unto-them which are exercised therebv,”—Heh.
12:11.

Now take the very hardest thing in vour life—
the thing that is the most trying to vou. that whicl:
canses the most anghish to the soul. the thing thot
vour flesh so desires to he rid of, that would be so
pleased if it were no longer hampered with-that im-
pediment—and accepting this as a cross, vou may ex-
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pecet 1o use it for the purpose of making it a glorious
giumph to you, a thing of beauty, a thing much to
he desired.  In this experience, like the gorse bush,
(God can bring to fruition and bloom these products
of His spirit and that beauty of true holiness that
will endure to all eternity to His glory and praise.
Thus is the veal value of the eross—these trying ex-
periences that will bring forth fruit to His glory.
There 13 in our life a springtime.  There must be
such a condition il we ever expect to grow into the
fulness of Christ.  OQOut of this hard, callous thing
there. must be some indication of another life that
is mous, and which this springtime experience will
expand until it passes into the shadow of the cross,
vntil it enables you to appreciate the value of that
CYOSS,
The Blessing of Giving

Many of us think that our Christian life is a life
of receiving from God those things that we call bless-
mgs, but the blessedness of recerving 15 not the onlv
thing that God has for us. A new world lies bevond
this and this is the world of giving. It is more
hlessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35.) And
so this life that is hallowed by the cross finds itseli
giving to God in surrender, and giving to our breth-
ren in sacrifice.  That is the truly Christian life.
Some blessings are gained Dby struggling for them.
Some of the blessings that come to us require us to
struggle for them, and they are gained as we wait in
praver for them. These prayers are not for things
that please the flesh, but for things that will glorify
God. The means by which we enjoy the richness of
God's favor is that of lying submissive in His hands,
and saying, “Thy will be done.” This is bearing the
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Enduring our trials with patience is not enough
to merit the “well done, good and faithiul servant.”
You will never receive that commendation by just
enduring trials with ordinary patience, complacency,
but by enduring them with Biblical patience which
carries with it the meaning of cheerfulness and thank-
fulness, and being able to say with St. Paul, “There-
fore will T rather glory in my infirmities” hecause
I realize that these are the cross that is putting to
<eath this human nature. You see then, beloved,
that if we realize that our sacrifice must be by way of
the cross, we will rejoice in the cross. that if we
realize that the crucifixtion is going on in our life,
we will rejoice in that crucifixtion.

We have the same lesson pictured in the Burnt
Offering.  When Paul wrote in Romans 12:1, “I
heseech you therefore, brethren, Iy the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice.
holy, acceptable unto God, which is vour reasonahle
service,” he saw in his mind the burnt offering. You
know that the burnt offering was a continuous sac-
rifice; once lamb in the morning to last until the
evening, and another lamb in the evening to last until
the morning. So on that altar there was always a
Burnt Offering.  So your burnt offering is a lizing
sacrifice.  That is, you are living your sacrifice.
Now what consumed that sacrifice placed on that
altar?  Why, it was the fire. . The priest did not pat
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that sacrifice on the altar that 1t nught stav there as
a4 monument, but he put it there that it might be con-
sumed.  So vou gave vour life in sacrifice that vou
night be consumed. How are vou being consumed ?
By the fire. That is why Peter savs: "Think it not
strange concerning the fiery wrial which is to try
vou.” (1 Pet. +:120) Why, vou gawve vour life as a
Burnt Ofermyg.  Are you going to lift yvour hands
and say. “Must this all be burned up?” No, if you
are a Christian, vou will sav. “‘Praise God irom
whom all blessings flow, 1 am ¢glad to see the sacri-
fice being consumed.” '

Now this fire on the brazen altar was burning
continvously.  The priest m all his sacrifices used
the fire from this Altar. 1t will he recalled how on
the Day of Atonement, the priest ook a censer of
coals—they came from the brazen altar—and took
them to burn the mcense. It was the fire that made
the sweet odor.  There was no other fire that could
be used.  Some of the dear ones todav are using
strange fre. This means death.  What would he
strange fire todayv?  I{ this sacrifice is bemg con-
sumed in anyv way not ordered by Him, 1t is heing
consumed by strange ftire. You may be using your
energies in some movement that vou feel will be of
great advantage to others. Tt is costing vou time
and money and strength and health.  But if this
work 1s not directed by God, it 1s not fire from the
brazen altar: it 1s strange fire that will not bhe ac-
ceptable to God. God savs it must he offered hy
fire from this brazen altar, By fire He shall choose,
The Value of the Cross

There are manv other Scriprures that bring this
same thought to our attention. In Psalms 90:13 we
read, “Make us ¢lad according to the days wheren
thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherem we have
seen ol We might naturally ask, Why would
the Psalnust write thus? And the answer would be,
Because he was the mouthpicee of God. and, speak-
mg under inspiration, sets forth the valuce of the cross
by which we are crucified. Are we Tearning this lesson
of the valuc of the cross? Ave we rejoicing in these
experiences that harass us?  These vexations may
be in the home, among the friends, in our business
life.  Learn to rejoice in them.  Sometimes we may
ask, "How Jong must these trving experiences con-
tinue " They will continue until the fesh is cru-
cified, until the entire sacrifice v consumed. T you
have some particular tendency that 1s un-Christlike,
then God is going to bring about such experiences as
will elimmate this from vour life, that will crucify
it, so that the time will come when vou will say,
“Father, T thank Thee for these experiences that
vou are permitting me to have, that are putting my
flesh to death.” “If ye endure chastening, God deal-
eth with you as with sons: for what son 1s he whom
the Father chasteneth not 7" (Heh. 12:7.) Don't vou
see that this cross iz an evidence of God's love for
vou? Again in the 1tth verse of this chapter: “Now
no chastening for the present seemeth to he jovous,
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it vieldeth the
peaccable fruits of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby.”



May 1938

And so, if we have learned this lesson, if we want
to have our flesh eliminated, then we must realize
the need of the cross, and we will say as Paul did:
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Save in this cross that is
laid on me, that is crucifying me to the world and the
world to me. Don’t you see the value of it? What
a wonderful experience this is! This is practical
Christianity. This is what it means to walk in
Christ’s footsteps. Therefore with these things in
mind, we can understand Jesus’ words: “Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for

great is vour reward in heaven.” (Matt. 5311, 12.) .

The Crown is then assured. The greatest blessing,
the greafest cause for thankfulness, is the cross by
which we are crucified.—Contributed -

THE CHANGED CROSS

“It was a time of sadness, and my heart,
Although it knew and loved the better part,
Felt wearied with the conflict and the strife,
And all the needful discipline of life.

“And while T thought on these as given to me—
My trial tests of faith and love to be—
It seemed as if I never could he sure -
That faithful to the end I should endure.

“And thus no longer trusting to His might,
Who saith we ‘walk by faith and not by sight,’
Doubting, and almost vielding to despair,

The thought arose—>My cross T cannot bear.

“Far heavier its weight must surely be
Than those of others which T daily see;
Oh! if 1T might another hurden choose,
Methinks I should not fear my crown to. lose.

“A solemn silence reigned on all around—
E'en Nature's voices uttered not a sound:
The evening shadows seemed of peace to tell,
And sleep upon my weary spirit fell.

“A moment's pause, and then a heavenly light
Beamed full upon my wondering, raptured sight;
Angels on silvery wings seemed everywhere,
And angels’ muste thrilled the halmy air.

“Then One, more fair than all the rést to see
One to whom all others bowed the knee—
Came gently to me as I trembling lay,

And, "Follow Me,” He said, 'T am the Way.

“Then speaking. thus, He led me far above;
And there beneath a canopy of love,
Crosses of divers shape and size were seen,
JLarger and smaller than mine own had Deen.

“And one there was most beauteous to hehold—
A little one, with jewels set n gold;

Ah'! this, methought, I can with comfert wear,
For it will be an easy one to bear,
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“And so the little cross I quickly took,

But all at once my frame beneath it shook;
The sparkling jewels, fair were they to sce,
But far too heavy was their weight for me.

“This may not be, I cried, and looked again,
To see if any here could ease my pain:
But one by one I passed them slowly by,
Till on a lovely one 1 cast mine eye;

““Fair flowers around s sculptured form eniwined,
And grace and heauty seemed in it combined:
Wondering, I gazed, and still T wondercd mave
To think so many should have passed it o'cr.

‘But, Oh! that form so beautiful to see

Soon made its hidden sorrows known to ny
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colors fair
Sorrowing, I said, “This cross I may wot hwar.

“And so it was with each and all aroun '—

Not one to suit my need could there be T :
Weeping, 1 laid each heavy burden down,

As my Guide gently said, ‘No cross, no rrown !V

“At length to Him Il‘raised my saddened heart;
He knew its sorrows, bid its doubt depart.
‘Be not afraid,” He said, ‘but trust in Me-—
My perfect love shall now be shown to thee.'

“And then, with lightened eyes and willing feet,
Again I turned, nune edrthly cross to meet,
With forward footsteps, turning not asidc,

For fear some hidden evil might betide.

“And there, in the prepared, ‘appointed vay—
Listening to hear and ready to obey—

A cross 1 quickly found of plainest form,
With only words of Jove inscribed thereom.

“With thankfulness T raised it from the rest,
And joyfully acknowledged it the best—
The onlv one of all the manyv there

That I conld feelwas good for me to hear.

“And while T thus my chosen one confessed.

I saw a heavenly brightness on it rest:

And as 1 bent, my burden to sustain,

T recognized mine, own: old cross again'

‘But, Oht! how different did it seem to be.

Now I had Jearned itz preciousness to see'!

No Jonger could 1 tmbelieving sav. '

Perhaps another is-a Better way,

“Ah. no! henceforth mine own desire shall be
That He who knows me best should choose for me;

- And whatsoe'er His love sees good to send,

I'l trust it’s best, because He knows the end.”
b —Poems of Dawmn
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The Daton

The Great Fight for the Truth

ﬁ%@‘”ﬂlf oldest fight on carthe has been the greas
! £

58T | A

) S\ fight of falsehood and error versus truth.
ez Indeed, it has actually been the titanic strug-
[

gle of the powers of unrighteousnéss against
God Himself. 1t was Lucifer, we know. who made
the first assault against w divine statement of fact.
How well he suceceded 15 revealed in God's Word
a3 well as in the conditions of the world today,  Ir-
ror gained the victory and, for the time, truth vield-
ed the ground to the encmy. It seems 1o some tha
God’s plan for humanity must have mi-carried away
back there in the beginning, cven berore it had a
chance to get a proper start; but such a thought re-
veals a complete misunderstanding  of what that
majestic plan actually 15 Decanse darkness has cov-
ered the earth for sa long a time according to human
reasoning, is no proof that God will not inally direct
the human family into the glorious haven of life and
happiness.

It was not long i the history ot the world tli
strong and valorous champions’ of truth made theiv
appearance.  Such men as linoch, Noah, Abraham,
Daniel, Tsaiah and Elijah, were noble exponents of
the cause of righteousness and truth.  Some of these
were Jews and were under the:law convenant, and
to this covenanr  they tried to hold the allegiance
of the Jewish people.  Yet, ‘despite all they could
do, idolatry crept in. In the time of king Ahab, the
religious condition of the Jews was very bad. It
verily seemed to the prophet Ilijah that truth had
been crushed to the carth. Hear Eljah's plaint:
“T have been very Jealous for the Lord God of hosts:
for the children of Isracl have {orsaken Thy cov-
enant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy pro-
phets with the sword; and T, even T only, am leit;
and they seek my life, to take it away.—1 Kings
19:10.

Satan, however, has not liad  cvervthing  his
own way. The fire that came upon the sacrifice on
Mount Carmel showed that God would reveal His
power when necessary. A few other notable mani-
fesrations of His power were the overthrow of Phar-
aoh at the Red Sca. the fall of the walls of Jericho,
the destruction of Sennacherih’s army and David’s
triumph over the giant Goliath,

Thus has God checked the grear adversary’s power
A1 various occasions.  And e has ever held up a
heacon light of truth for the guidance of these who
have had Jove, humility and lovalty 1w then hearts
toward Him.  “T.ead me in Thy truth, and teach
me: for Thou art the God of my salvation” ex-
slaimed the prophet David, (Psa. 25:53) And God
has alwavs been willing to hearken to such prayers,

When Jesus began His public mimstry, He found
John the Daptist standing for the greatest truth due
1o be revealed at that time: namcly, the fact of the
Messiahship of the Master Timself.  Satan assailed
this truth just as he had assailed other truths. “This
fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the

prince of the devils.” said Christ's enemies. (Matt.
12:24.) The religious leaders declared Him to be an
imposter, i league with the devil. What a master-
stroke it was on the part of Satan to instill such a
thought 1nto therr hearts.

For had not Satan attempted to draw Jesus into
such a league with him and failed at the time when
He came to the Master in the wilderness and offered
Him all the kingdoms of ecarth and the glory of
them 1f He woudd consent to vield to his. Satan's,
authority ?
~ Tesus became carth’s greatest champion of truth
tor all time.  He said, 1 am the way, the truth, and
the Hfe.”  Fle left this nmghty statement of fact as
a4 gem of priceless value to His people.  His death
was to be the means whereby God in due time would
roll away the curse of sin and death from off the
carth, and establish a regime of truth and righteous-
ness and Jove.  His followers were called to follow
Mim in the pathway of seli-denial and persecution,
so that, in due time, they might reign with Him and
accomplish the divine purpose of giving the truth to
all the world. The terms of their discipleship were
clearly stated and were made known to them through
the enlightenment of the holy spirit. Surely noth-
ing could becloud the smple yet mighty verities
enunciated by the Master, B

In one of His parables, Jesus said that after cer-
rain men (the apostles) slept (in death) an enemyv
would come in and sow tares among the wheat. And
such a state of affairs did materialize. There was an
effort made to blend error with truth.  For a per-
iod, however, the church had to hold its own against
the might of Rome, which seemed determined to
wipe the very name of Christ off the earth for ever.
To stand for the truth at that time meant impris-
onment and death for nearly all who espoused its
causce. Through the hills outside the city of Rome
great tunmels extending for miles had been made.
Here the Christians huried their dead, and here it
was that they often found a place of refuge when
the fires of persecution raged most flercely against
them. 1t was a dark and terrible time; it was a
case of the gods of Rome versus the one and only
true God.

A Religion of Outward Form

A remarkable change took place in the early part
of the fourth cenrury when the Roman emperor
Constantine  became nomunally a Christian.  Then
came church councils and the formulating of creeds,
Rehigion ceasad to operate in the spirit of truth and
hecame a matter of form and ceremonies.  Churches
and shrines were erected and  ecclesiastical  offices
created. The Pope of Rome came 1o he acclaimed as
the successor to the aposties, and he was given the
right to cxercise power cven over kings. Rigorous
religions  exactions were dmposed on  the people.
Tmage worship came into vogue and increased with
the passing of the centuries.  Before these images.
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candles were burned and prayers were offered.  Su-
perstition took the place of faith, and fcar the place
of love. The long dense night of the Middle Ages
had settled down.

During this period of darkness the simple truths
of the Bible were either perverted or ruthlesly brush-
ed aside as heresies. Justification through faith in
Christ gave wav 1o confession to priests and the do-
mg of penance. The worship of God vielded to that
of the Virom Mary and the patron saints.  The
Lord's supper was supplanted by the mass.  Through
the doctrine of ransubstantiation, the natural ele-
ments of bread and wime were believed to be con-
verted into the actual body and blood of Christ. The
Apostde Perer’s authority to open the doors to the
divine KNingdom were claimed to have been trans-
ferred to the Roman Pontiff as bis successor. Chris-
tians were called upon to submi to these iallacies
even on pain of torture and death.

In  the thirreenth century came the Holv( 7y In-
guistion, perhaps the most horrible thing the earth
has cver known or experienced in the name of God
and religion.  Persons suspected to harbor views
contray to the Papacy were examined by means of
the harrible torture devices.  TFire, water, the rack,
the dungeon, the sword, and many other means of
pain and destruction were placed upon those who
held the truth and the love of it above their own
lives. “Destitute, afflicted. tormented,” even as God's
prophets of a former age, “they wandered in deserts,

and in mountains, and in dens amnd caves of the
carth.”  They “endured a great fight of afflictions.”
They “had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,”

Y—Heb. 11:36-

“of whom the world was not worthy.,
38 10:32.

While God's people
their allegiance to their

were suffering hecause  of
Lord, the nominal church
svstem mounted higher and higher to a pinnacle of
carthly elory and fame. The Roman and Greek
Catholic clergy hated the lght, and the Holy Serip-
tures were placed under ban so that it became a
crime for anv one to have them in his possession,
Amimge the ecclesiasties vice, fraud. profligacy be-

cume rampant.  Under guise of religion. the most
detestable erimes were committed.  The whole of
Lurope was held in the death grip of this monstrous
svstem and there was no progress in literature, arts,
or science or civilization. 1t was the Golden Age of

papacy. although in reality it was the darkest erva
the carth had ever known.
The Waldensians

he cause of God was not dead however.  In

France, the Waldensians obiained a translation of
the Scriptures, This enabled them them to under-
stand that the Roman Catholic Churel was the apos-
e svstem described in the Apocalypse under the
name of Dabvien.  Although the time was not ripe
for o weneral disclosure of this heinous svsiem, these
faithial could sce throngh the obscurin of
those times and accordingly, they vejected  hmauge
worghip and Mariolatry,” Thev repudiated the power
of prefate and pope. They were sustained by w sim-

ONCS

titudes flocked 1o heay
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ple. nnswerving faith in Christ and in the power of
God. Their pastors were humble-minded men. who .
fed the flock commitied to their charge, without ex-;
pectation of worldly emolument or honor: and, like
the Apostle Paul, cach learned some trade so as 1o
provide for his own maintenance and for the support
ot any one dependant upon him. These pxc\m& pro-
claimed the nght of Christians 10 enjoy ireedom of
conscience.  They hel 1d up Christ as the hving way
to salvation. Thev were clad in the panaply which
the Lord provides {or His people, and they were
proficient in wiclding that wonderful sword of the
spirit, which is the Waord of God.

But the Pope determimed to exterminate the Wal-
densians and issued a hull 1o the effect that they must

he hunted out and destroved.  Manyv rewards were
offered to those who would engage m this work.,

FFor cenmuries the persecution of these innocent people
went on.  While Iiving in the fastmesses of the moun-
rains they sent our missionarics 1o scatter the seeds
of truth. Thev recognized no spiritual master but
one, and they were fanthiul to Him.,  Thus they
planted the seeds of the Reformation whnch were to
bring forth so lrge an increase of fruit m the days
10 come. ‘ ' ‘

The Work of Wyclif

In due time the Bible was translated mie English,
This took place in the fourteenth century. John
Wielif, called by some “the morning star of the Res
formation,” helieved that the work of translating the
entire Word of God into IEnglish devolved upon him.
This gigantic task had to be performed by hand,
{for printing had not yet heen invented. Many persons
were soon engaged in.iranscribing the Bible, yet the
interest was such that the ]em'md could be supphu]
onlv with great labor and difficulty.  In some cases,

ach one 01' several families would contrtbute a sum
of monev and mgothe they would purchase a Bible
for their common  use: The spivit of hberty was
abroad, and ere long papacy received its death blow
in the minds of thousands of these liberated persons,

Wyelif was brouglit to trial again and agam. He
positively refused (o retract, hurling back upon his
persecutors all the accusations they h had made against
him. “He said to thein, “With whom, think you, are
vou contending?  With an old man on the brink of
the grave? No! with trmh-—~1rmh that 1s stronger
than vou and will overcome yvou.” And hecause they
could not refure iz words, they allowed him to
withdraw from the assembly, ‘

The fact that the Bible contains the revelation of
the divine will. and that its teachings cannot be su-
perseded by anyv carthly authority, was the mighty
truth prociaimed. by Wyelil, Not only did he preach
this limseli. but he organized a band of men who
curried the message fur and near.  These men trav-
cled 1o other lands., proclaiming the good vdings

of saving grace through Christ, and that every one
Chas wovisht 1o dearn fer himsed what is truth, Mul-

and members hoth of
nobility became converts.
leader had i

then.
angl i the
their

the peasantry

The tact that “been vemoved by
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death made no difference to these fearless defenders
of the faith of the apostles. They underwent great

hardships. and nobly faced persecution and death
in the fight jor that which was more precious to
them than all car thly things.

With the mere mention of those heroie champions
of the faith, Jerome and Huss, and the great fight
m Bohemia, we pass on to Lauther.  This man was
2 priest of the Roman Catholic Church when his eyes
were opened 1o the fact of Christ as the Redeemer and
the Church of Rome, the antichrist that was to come
according to Scripture. “Philosophers, doctors, and
writers,” he said, “have endeavored to teach men the
way to everlasting life, but they have not succeeded.

will now tell it to you. God has raised one Man
irom the dead, the Lord Jesus Christ, that He might
destroy  death. .. This s the work of salvation.
Christ has vauquished! This is the joyful news, and
we are saved by His work, and not by our own.”
Luther Assails the Enemy

When Luther was summoned before the council
at Worms, he shrank not from this ordeal. When
his friends told him of the dangers that threatened
him, he said, “Though there should he as many devils
at Worms as there are tiles on the roofs, I would en-
ter.,”  Some persons suggested to him that he com-
promise, and others that he make use of friends to
sccure & sertlement of all difficulties. But ‘his face
was resolutely set to give the witness that he he-
fieved his Lord wanted him to give.

Standing hefore the emperor and the nobles of the
realm, Luther stated his faith in God as above the
power of mén. When asked to retract from his posi-
tion of alleged heresy, he refused to do so, claiming
that the pop(' and the church councils had fallen into
most grievous crror.  He said, “If, then, 1 am not
commccd by proof from Holy Scripture, or by co-
gent reasons . ... I neither can nor will retract any-
thing, for it cannot be right for a Christian to speak
against his conscience. Here T take my stand; I
cannot do otherwise.” ‘ ‘

Tracts-from the pen of lLuther flooded Germany.
He translated the ,1])1(} into the German tongue. He
never spared  himself, and his pen was never idle.
In his solicitude he said, “Alas, there is no onc in this
tatter day to stand like a \\all before the Lord and
save Tsrael”  And vet there was one, and thar onc
was Luther himself,

The Truth Today

The truth that Tuther was permitted of the Lord
to understand and appreciate was very limited, in-
deed, when compared with what we are given to en-
iay  today T.uther's main doctrine was faith in
Christ as the means of salvation, known as the doc-
trine of justification by faith; but his views on many
matters of Sceripture were very hazy, indeed.  The
truth that God has given us in this harvest period
of the Gospel Dispensation is fully rounded out. It
begins with creation and ends with re-creation. TIte
stage setting is the world, and its characters are men
anel women.,  The villlan of the plot is Satan, and the
hero is Christ. The scope and span of its enactments

The Dawn

reaches from pristine Eden o a glorified earth,  The
meaning of the soul is no longer a moot question.
Mortality and immortality are clearly and definitely
understood—uo Jonger are they an unknown equa-
tion.  The truth has identified for us the great Seed
of promise. It has disclused the fallacy of the Trin-
itv. It has set forth the true meaning of baptism.
It has given to us the real philosophy of the Ransom.
It has presented the Resurrection in all its glory. It
has expounded the parables and dark sayings of Je-
sus. Tt hax shown that God's kingdom is of two
parts=—carthly and heavenly. 1t has enabled us to
rejoice i the “good tidings of great jov, which shall
he to all people.™ (Luke 2:100 Tt has opened up
the book of Revelation and ma(lc its svimbolisms
clear and lucid.  But of all its achievements the
greatest thing that 1t has done 1s to revea! God as
a God of Jove, One whom we can trust, in whom
we rejoice to know 11‘41 “we hive and move and have
our bemg.”  Verily, the truth has given us “heauty
for ashes, the o1l of jov for mourning, the carment
of praise for the spivit of heaviness. —lsaial 61:3

Could Pastor Russell be with us today, we know
that he would be rejuicing in the trath just as he
did when he was here. Had he heen actuated by
selfish motives, God could not have used him so
wonderfully and extensively. His outlook upon hu-
man life and apon the desting of the human family
vas hroad, comprehensive—the outlook of “love di-
vine all love excelling.”  The fight of one man
against an opposing world conld have but one owi-
come apart from the exercise of divine power on his
behalf.  That =0 many new spapers printed his ser
mons shows that God had a hand in the matter.

And woday, the great contlict hetween truth and
error. vight and wrong continues  unabated ; hut
above the clash of creed and class, the truth shines

forth in all its effidgence. No Jonger is the Bible
a chained and forbidden hook——all can have access
to 1t if thev will. Al the powers of opposition and
persecution could not quench a light that was it
by God Himseli. During the past all the efforts of
the Pa ]):1(‘)' to destroy the Word of God proved fu-
tile and merely served to show that God s stronger
than all the enemies of His truth. The Bible has

been ca Hed th( “torch of civilization: the watch-
word of liberty.” Its power i the power of the spirit
God. Tts truth s in advance of all the science

and phitosophy of our day. Tt calls every Christian
o be true to the ideals which it inculeates. 1t holds
up Christ as the one great Head of the church,
depreciating every attempt to overlord His heritage.
Those who put its sacred truth first in their lives
and lllt(lt‘.\t,\ will continue to he misunderstood and
to suffer perseeution: for the adversary still hates
the Hight. He was foiled by the keen weapon of the
divine. Word wielded by the hand of Jesus over-
mineteen centuries ago.  He still is the great opposer
of the right, the truth, and places error in the fore-
ground.  The great fight for the truth and all it
means to us as ‘truth >mp](’ still calls for unflinch-
ing fidelity in the ml\s of the Almighty, T.et as
continue faithful to the end,



TESTING DISCIPLESHIP

BY SERVICE
MAY 15—Mark 10:17-31

17 And when He was gone forth
into the way, there came one running,
and kneecled to Him, and asked Him,
Good Master. what shall T do that I
may inherit eternal life?

18 And Jesns said unto him, Why
callest thon AMe good? there is none
good but one, that is, God.

19 Thon  knowest the command-
ments, Do not commit adualtery, Do
not kill, Do not steal. Do not bear
false witness, Defraud not. Honour
thy father and mother.

20 And he anxwered and said unto
Him, Master, all these have 1 ob-
served from my wvouth.

21 Then Jesus beholding him lov-
ed him, and said unto him, One thing
thou lackest: go thy way, sell what-
soever thoun hast, aud give to the
paor, and thou shalt have. treasure
i heaven: and come, take up the
cross, and follow NMe.

22 And he was =ad at that saving,
and went awayx grieved: for he had
areal possessions.

23 And Jesns Tooked yound about,
and emth unto Ths dizeiples, How
hardly shall they that have riches
enter mto the kmegdom of God!

24 And the dizeiples were aston-
ished at His words,  But Jesus an-
swereth again, and sarth unto them,
Childven, how hard is it for them
that trust in riches to enter into the
kmedom of God!

25 1t
throngh
for a

for
of
{o

1€ easter
the eve
rich man
Kingdom of God.
26 And
ol measure,

a camel o wo
a needle, than
enter into the

were astonished out
saving  among  them-
«elves, Who thien ean he saved?

thev

27 And Jesus looking upon them
saithe With men it s impossible, hut
not  with God: for with God all
things are possible.

28 Then Peter bewan to <ay unto
Him, Lo, we have left all. and have
followed Thee.

20 And Jesns answered and sad.
Verily T say wnto you. There iz no
man that hath Yeft houns<e, or breth-
rew, or sisters, or father. or mother.
ar wife, or eluldren. or Jands. for My

«ake, and the eospel's =ake,
30 But he shall veceive an hun-

dred {fold now in this time. honses,

and brethren, and sisters, and moth-
ers, and children, and lands, with

persecutions: and in the world to
come eternal life.
31 But many that arve first shall

he last; and the last first.
GOLDEN TEXT: Come—follow Me.
—Mark 10:21.

HE caption of this lesson,

“Testing Discipleship by
Service,” was not chosen
bv us. We might rather

have mnamed the lesson, “A Test
of Consecration.”  Evidently the
voung man thought that he was
consecrated, and according to his
light and knowledge probably he
had been.  Dut a test was placed
upon him that he little anticipated.
He wanted to gamn eternal life, but
he wanted to hold on to his riches
at the same time. He was not will-
ing to become poor in this world's
goods m order to attain the king-
dom.

Probably there have been many
like the rich voung man from that
day to this.  Jesus counselled MHis
followers, saying, “Lav not up for
vourselves treasurces  upon  carth.
where thieves break through and
steal: hut lay up for vourselves
treasures m heaven where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through
nor steal: for where vour treasure
15, there will vour heart be also.”
(Alart, 6:19-21.)  Earthly riches
are  frequently  quite  transitory;
they may he here todav and gone
tomorrow ; but the heavenly trea-
sure 1z something that remains,

The only wav of life that the rich
voung man had known anything
about was the way of the Mosaic
Law. e had heard this from his
vouth up.  Lvidently the precepts
of the Law had appealed to him as
being right and good in every re-
spect. He had tried to put God
first, and sedulously had  avoided
every form of idolatrv.  Ile had
been a Sabbath keeper.  He had
not  defrauded  his netghbor nor
coveted s neighbor's goods.  He
must have been an exemplary char-
acter according to the standards of
the Law. DBut Jesus could read the
heart.  Fle knew that there was a

form- of idolatry in the young man
that had not been openly revealed.
Love of money was strongly in-
trenched m the mind of this noble
vouth before Him. This applicant
for eternal life must he made to see
himself exactly as he was.  So
Jesus applied the test; and the
young man went away sorrowfal,
jor he had great possessions.

Some think rthat this rich young
man may have been Lazarus, the
brother of Mary and Martha,
whom, at a later time, Jesus raised
from the sleep of death. The nar-
rative says thar Jesus loved him,
and we arc told in the Scriptures
that Jesus loved Lazarus; and there
1¢ reason for helieving that Lazarus
vas rich m this world's goods
However, while the identity of the
person makes little difference, the
truth which the Master so succint-
Iy emphasized is of great signifi-
cance.

The Needle's Lye was o small
gate m the wall of the city, and in
order to get through such a gate
a camel had to kneel down and
have its load taken off.  Likewise,
n rich man has to unburden himself
of his riches before he can pass
through the “strait” and narrow
gate to the kingdom. Actually, he
has to make over his possessions te
the lord, giving up his own right
to them.  Then the Lord may not
take them away from him, but may
permit him to act as a steward ol
them.  The Christian  does not
really own anvthing in this world,
but recognizes that all he has be-
longs to God and 1s therefore 1o he
used i the divine service.

And the Master said that those
who make sacrifices for Him and
the gospel shall have commnensa-
tions in the present time, and in the
world to come eternal Jifé.
QUESTIONS:

Compare  heavenly  with
treasure.

Was the test Jesus apphed to the
riech voung man fair? 1f so, why?

What things are possible with
God? The Bible savs there are some
thimgs He cannot do—what are thev?

Explam  conseeration as God re-
aguires 1t today. Will He demand it
of the world?

earthly
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SERVING THROUGH
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP
May 22-—Mark 12:13-17, 28-34

13 And they send unto Him cer-
tain of the Pharisees and of the Her-
odians, to catch Him in His words.

14 And when they were come, they
say unto Him, Master, we know that
Thou art true, and carest for no
man: for Thou regardest not the
person of men, but teachest the way
of God in trath: Is it lawful to give
tribute to Caesar, or not?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not
wive? But He, knowing their hypoc-
risy, said unto them,Why tempt ye
Me? Dring Me a penny, that I may
see 1.

16 And they brought it. And He
saith unto them, Whose is this image
and superseription?  And they said
unto Him, Caesar’s.

17 And Jesus answering said unte
them, Render to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s. And they
marvelled at Him.

28 And one of the scribes came,
and having heard them reasoning to-
gether, and perceiving that He had
answered them well, asked Iim,
Whiehl is the first commandment of
all?

29 And Jesus answered bim, The
first of all the commandments
Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God i
one Lord.

30 And thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength: this is the
first commandment.

15,

31 And the second is like, namely
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thysel{. There is none other comn-
mandment greater than these.

32 And the seribe said unto Him,
Well, Master, Thou hast said the
truth: for there is one God; and
there 1s none other but He.

33 And to love Him with all the
beart, and with all the understand-
mg, and with all the soul, and with
all the strength, and to love his
neighbor as himself, is more than all
whole burat offerings and sacrifices.

34 And when Jesus saw that Tle
answered disercetly, He said unto
him, Thou art not far from the king-
domt of God. And no man after
that durst ask Him any question.

GOLDEN TEXT: Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself.—
Mark 12:31.

HE scribes and Pharisees
tried to entrap Jesus by
asking Him questions cal-
culated to get Him into
trouble either with the Jews or
Romans. 1f He had said it would
be all right to pay tribute to Caesar,
the Jews would have accused Him
of treason, and hence He would
lose His influence with the people.
17 He had said it was wrong to pay
the tribute money, He could have

been accused of sedition and get

imto  trouble with the power i
Rome. So the question was a very
subtle one.  Jesus, however, saw

right through 1t. He Jmew that the
scribes were not asking for infor-
mation, but were merely trying to
irap Him.  So He answered them
with  wonderinl  wisdom, and n
such a manner that no fault could
possibly be found with His reply.
The enemies of Jesus could not
talkke Him until the proper time
divinely jorecast had arrived.
There are those who. likewise,
try to entrap the Lord's people to-
day. But Jesus said thar e would
eive His followers wisdom to reply
discrectly.  There 15, indeed, a
force and a logic 1 the truth that
makes it invulnerable to  attack.
When we adhere closely to the
Dible and 1ty teachings, we are on
safe ground, and no amount of
wordly  wisdom or sophistry  can
dislodge us.  The principles of the
truth are quite simple, vet its very

simplicity  confounds  the worldly
wise.  Jesus  Hhmself  said, 7l
thank Thee, O TFather, Lord of
heaven and earth, hecause Thoun
hast .. .revealed them unto babes.”
AMatt, 11:25,

The  sceribe who  asked  Jesus
about the commandments scems.
frony Jesus® statement. to have

evineed considerable interest in the
Master and to have been sincere in
making his inquiry.  Furthermore,
he evidently was much impressed
by our Lord's answer, Perhaps he
was one of the few who could sce
something  of the fallacy of the
Jewish traditions and to some ex-
tent was disgusted with the hollow-
ness of their religions practices. It
was a good thing that the question
was asked, for 1t brought forth a
most remarkable replv. Jesus sum-
med up God's law to Tsrael as no
one had cver summed it up hefore.
His definition of the law threw

The Daw

new light on it. It became mor
than a matter of “Thou shalt not
do thus and so, for the Master pre
sented it in the positive terms o
“Thou shalt.” He shows in Hi
reply to the question that the spiri
of the law was love, just as it ha
always been the spirit of the divin

Jaw. It could not be anything else
because “God is love.”—1 John 4
8. 16,

Christian citizenship means tha
God’s people are citizens of  th
kingdom of heaven.  The {aihiu
of the past are said to have con
fessed that they were strangers ane
pilgvims on the cardi. (Ileh. 11:13)
Frow much more these can he con-
stdered such, Their standing hefore
tod should not make them pom
citizens o the world, however, but
the verv hest of citizens.  Thus
thev should not be law-breakers.
bt law-keepers.  They  should
show 1o others an example in good
morals, i deportment, in kindness,
i merey, i forgiveness, and  always
mojustice. Only in case some hu-
man commandment interferes with
o devotion 1o God <hould we re-

fuse to render ohedience to the
Tower T, We o remember  the
case ol the three Hebrews who

declined 1o vield o the edier of the
haughiy monarch of Babvlon, and
abso that of Daniel who stood by
his rights in the matter of praving
to God. God must come first in
the Tife of the Chrisgan, Tor he has
covenanted 1o put God first, and
God will surely hold him to his
agreement.  Also, after DPentecost,
there were those who placed God's
word and instructions hefore the
mterdiction of the human authori-

ties and Taw-makers.  See Acts 4
1-R, 13-20; 5:24-20.
QUESTIONS:

PPoint out the subtlety of the first
muestion  asked by the  Pharisees
and  Tlerodians?

How can we hest deal with eateh
questionz today?

What new hght was thrown on the
Jewish Law by the Master’s defini-
tion ?

Define  Christian eitizenshin,  Is
there anvthing in the Iaw of Christ
calenlated to make one a poor eitizen
of thix world from the highest point
ol view?

Poimt out some  examples- where
God's prope refused to obey the law
of man.
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MAINTAINING PERSONAL
EFFICIENCY

May 29—Dan. 1:8-16, 19, 20;
1 Cor. 9:24-27

8 But Daniel purposed in his
heart that he would not defile him-
self with the portion of the king’s
meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of the
prinee of the eunuchs that he might
not defile himself.

9 Now God had Dbrought Daniel
into favor and tender love with the
prince of the eunnchs.

19 And the prince of the eunuchs
said unto Daniel, I fear my Lord
the king, who hath appointed your
meat and your drink: for why should
he see your faces worse liking [mar-
gin, sadder] than the children
which are of wour sort? then shall
ye make me endanger my head to the
king.

11 Then said Daniel to Melzar,
whom the prince of the eunuchs had
set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah,

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech
thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and waler to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be
looked upon bhefore thee, and the
countenanee of the children that eat
of the portion of the king’s meat:
and as thou seest, deal with thy ser-
vants.

14 So he consented to them in this
matter, and proved them fen days.

15 And at the end of ten days
their countenances appeared fairer
and fatter in flesh than all the chil-
dren which did eat the portion of
the king's meat.

16 Thus Melzar took away the
portion of their meat, and the wine
that they should drink; and gave
them pulse.

19 And the king communed with
them: and among them all was found
none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah: therefore stood they
hefore the king.

20 And in all matters of wisdom
and understanding, {hat the king
enquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians
and astrologers that were in all his
realm.

1 Cor. 9:24, Know ve not that
they which run in a race run all,
but one receiveth the prize? So run,
that yve wmay obtain.

25 And every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in all
things., Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible ¢rown: but we an incor-
ruptible.

26 1 therefore so run, not as un-
certainly; so fight I , not as one that
beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached
to others, I myself should be a
castaway.

GOLDEN TEXT: Every man that
striveth for the mastery is temperate
in ail things.—1 Cor. 9:25,

SN ELF-CONTROL is profit-
able for all, and especially
so for the Christian, “He
that is slow to anger 18 het-
ter than the mighty: and he that
rideth his spirit than he that taketh
a city.” (Prov. 16:32.) There is
no better traming for the young
than to teach them to develop the
power of self-control. The age in
which we live is characterized by
much disregard for this principle.
Young people arc permitted to
have their own way to a Jarge ex-
tent; and, frequently. the parents
become veritable slaves io  their
children. The result of this condi-
tion is that the young form habits
of selfishness. because they have
become accustomed to have their
own way in evervthing. This 1s
very deplorable, for habits formed
in the early years of a child’s life
become so entrenched in the mind
that thev become very difficult 1o

overcome.

The four Hebrews of our lesson
were very noble voung men. No
doubt intemperance abounded in
the king’s palace. These young
men;, knew that over-indulgence
was enfeebling to both body and
mind. They were convinced that
simple fare was the best. They de-
sired to develop their highest ca-
pacities, and to be thoroughly effi-
cient in every way. Theyv, therefore,
took a stand which was most com-
mendable, and which affords a fine
example for us today.

The result of the experiment was
that the four Hebrews were found
to be finer in appearance than the
others of their race, and vastly
superior in wisdom and knowledge
to all the wise men of the kingdom.
The Lord, approving of their con-
duct, blessed them in the course
pursued. They were not hving for
self-gratification but to honor the
God of their fathers and thus give

name
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a faithful testimony to the true
religion.

The Apostle Paul compares the
Christian’s course to a race. No
doubt, he had the Olympic games
in mind. These contests were en-
tered into by the best athletes in all
the land.  In order that one might
have a chance for success he had
to train most carefully. Both speed
and endurance had to be developed
to a large degree. Te could not in-
dulge in the Juxuries of life that
other people might enjoy. As a
stimulus to his fidelity in rigid ad-
herence to the rigors of his training
period, the prize of victory was
ever held before his mental vision.
It might indeed e only a chaplet of
oak or laurel leaves, but it made his
known far and wide. He
was striving for a name and a dis-
tinction that was greatly coveted;
the reward was thought to be well
worth -while, though temporary in
that the: contests were repeated in
succeeding  Olvmpics  (every 4
vears, )

The Apostle says that the prize
held out for the Christian is much
greater and grander than the Olym-
pic prize of his dav. It is indeed
an “incorruptible” one, a “crown
of life” “eternal in the heavens.”
(Jammes 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 2 Cor.
5:1.) It is worthy of our best en-
deavors.  Tts possession will make
the trials of this present life seem
msignificant  indeed.  We have
some real enemies to fight, for the
world, the flesh and the devil make
the battle very hard and trying at
times, but thanks be to God, which
giveth 'us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Cor. 15:
57.

QUELSTIONS:

What 1 temperance? Ie the
present age characterized by temper-
ance or its opposite?

What was the purpose of the four
Hebrews n taking the eourse which
they did?

Why s the Christian’s
sompared fo a race?

How can we best gualify to sue
cessfully combat the enemies of the
New (reature?

Why 1= the Chmistian’s prize called.
““a evown of hfe?”’

CONTseE
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SERVING BY PERSONAL

DEVOTION TO CHRIST

June 5—Mark 14:3-11; 27-31

3 And being 1u Bethauy i the
house of Simon the leper, as e sat
at meat, there came a woman having
an alabaster box of oinlment of
spikenard very precious; and she
brake the box, and poured it on His
head.

4 And there were some that had
indienation within themselves, and
said, Why was this waste of the
omtment made?

5 For it might have been sold to
the poor. And  they muwrmured
azainst her.

6 And Jesus zatd, let her alone;
why  frouble ve her? She hath
wrought a good work on Me.

7 Tor ye have the poor with you
always, and whensoever ve will ye
may do them good: but Me ye have
not always.

8 She hath done what she could:
she is come beforehand ta anoint
My body to the burying.

9 Verily I say unto vou, Where-
soever this gospel shall be preached
throughout ‘the ,whole world, this
also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her.

10 And Judas Iscariot, ane of the
twelve, weni unto the chief priests,
to betray Him wunto them.

11 And when they heard it, they
were glad, and promised to give him
money. And he sought how he might
might conveniently betray Hini.

27 And Jesus saith unto thewn, All
ve shall be offended because of Me
this night: for it is written, I will
smite the shepherd, and the sheep
ghall be scattered.

28 Bat after that 1T am visen, ¥ will
gzo before you into Galilee.

29 But Peter said unto Him, Al-

thongh all shall be offended, yet will
not 1.
30 And Jesus saith unto him, Ver-
ilv T say unto thee, That this day,
even this night, before the cock crow
twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice.

31 Bat he spake the more vehem-
entlv, Tf T shiould die with Thee, T
will not deny Thee in any wise.
Likewise also said they all
GOLDEN TEXT: She hath done

what she could —Mark 14:8,
I N St. Luke’s Gospel, the 7th

8t chapter, is an account that
parallels the one given in
our lesson for roday, in that
it records a similar anointing to
the one recorded here and in the
other two Gospels, only that the

one mentoned in oour lesson oc-
curred at the close of our Lord's
ministry and the one mentioned in
the 7 Chapter of luke occurred at
an earlier period in our Lord's min-
istry.  Then, too, the incident re-
corded in Luke 7 was at the home
of Simon the Pharisee. There
were many Simons in that day, and
most of the commentators consider
this Simon to be different from
Simon the leper, at whose home the
incident occurred which is given in
our lesson. There are other points
of difference, too, which seem to
make the account given in Luke 7
not to be the same as that of our
fesson.  In l.uke 7. the woman
who anointed Jesus was a sinner.
That statement may mean merelv
that she was not hving up to the
strict requirements of the Law.
However, Simon the Pharisee was
not pleasced with the woman's act.
and Jesus, turning to him, said.
“Simon, Seest thou this woman”
1 entered into thine house, thou
gavest Me no water for My feet:
but she hath washed My feet with
tears, and wiped them with the
hairs of her head. Thou gavest Me
no Kkiss: but this woman since the
time 1 came in hath not ceased to
kiss My feet. My head with oil
thou didst not anoint: but this wo-
man hath anointed My feet with
ointment.  Wherefore T say unto
thee, Her sins. which are many,
are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the
same loveth little"— T.uke 7 :44-
47.

Johu informs us that the woman
referred to in the narrativer was
Mary, the sister of Martha and
Lazarus. We are elsewhere told
that Jesus loved these three per-
sons.  Thetr home was open to the
Master, and 1o doubt He enjoyed
calling upon them.  Jesus had
raised T.azarus from the sleep of
death, and Mary’s gratitude was
boundless.  She felt that nothing
was too good for such a benefactor.
1t is believed that the perfume was
worth at least $50.00 in our monexy.

As some thought that the pre-
cious ointinent was being wasted, <o
today there are those who think
that money spent in the dissemina-
tion of truth is wasted. In their
eyves, it does not accomplish anv
practical resules. I it were given

The Dawn.-

to the poor, put into slum work,
or something of that kind, it would
do a work of which they could ap-
prove. We once heard a man say,
“What a shame to waste so much
money in printing tracts!” Yet the
world always has its poor, and can
do them good whensoever it will,
but the witnessing service of the
Gospel age will soon be a thing of
the past, and the opportunity for
doing it therefore, should be em-
braced while it is here. It is a
work to which the Lord’s people
alone are called.

Some unknown writer has said,
“Do not keep the alabaster boxes of
vour love and tenderness sealed up
until vour friends ave dead, but fill

their lives with sweetness.  Speak
approving and cheering  words

while their cars can hear them and
while their hearts can be thrilled
and made happier by them. The
kind things you mean to say when
they are gone, say them before they
go. The flowers vou mean to send
for their coffins, send to brighten
and sweeten  their homes before
they feave them.”

AMary did much to show her love
in a short time; and so, also, it may
be with us. It is not likely that
we shall have a long period in
which to manifest our devotion to
the Lord, for the fulfilment of pro-
phecy in the signs of the times in-
dicates that the end of the Gospel
age is closing in now very rapidly.
But let us faithfully do what we
can, even in this short time to break
our alabaster hoxes of love and
pour out thetr sweet perfume.  In
so doing, we shall comply with the
miunction, “Arise shine, for thy
light is come, and the glory of the
Lord s risen upon thee. --Isaiah
H0 1.

QUESTIONS:

What significance has the incident
which ocenrred at the home of Simon
the Phavisee?

What alabaster boxes of ointment
can we hreak for the Master today?

Ts ii wise to spend money in send-
ing out the truth? Could it be put
to a better use?

Was Peter over-confident? or did
he merely fail to understand things
that Jesus had said?

Ix there a danger that some may
betray the truth today? What is
owr safegnard against this?
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FACING THE SUPREME
TEST OF SERVICE

June 12—Mark 14:32-46

32 And they came to a place which
was named Gethsemane; and He
saith to His disciples, Sit ve here
while I shall pray.

33 And He taketh with Him Peter
and James and John, and began to
be sore amazed, and to bhe very
heavy

34 And saith unto them, My soul
1s exceeding sorrowful unte death:
tarry ve here and wateh.

35 ‘And He went forward a little,
and fell on the ground, and prayed
that, if i were possible, the hour
might pass {rom Him.

36 And He said, Abba, Father, ali
things ave possible unto Thee; take
awayv this eup from Me: nevertheless
not what T will, but what Thou wilt,

37 And He cometh, and findeth
them sleeping, and saith unto Peter,
Simon. sleepest thon? Counldest not
thon wateh one hour?

38 Wateh ve and pray, lest ye
enter into temptation. The spirt
truly 1z ready, but the flesh is wealk.

38 And again He went away, and
prayed, and spake the same words,

40 And when He returned, He
found them asleep again, (for their
eyes were heavy) neither wist they
what to answer Him.

41 And He cometh the third time,
and saith unto them. Sleep on now,
and take yvowr rest: it iz enough, the
hour iz come; behold, the Son of
man ix betraved into the hands of
sINners.

42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that
bhetraveth Me 3s at hand.

43 And immediately, while He vet
spake. cometh Judas, one of the
twelve, and with him a great multi-
tude with swords and staves, from
the chief priests and the scribes and
the elders.

44 And be that betrayed had given
them a tokeu, saying, Whomsoever I
shall kiss, that same is He; take
Hini, and dead Him away safely.

45 And a= soon e was come,
he goeth straightway to Him, and
satth. Master, Master: and kissed
i,

46 And they laid their hands on
Him, and took Him.
GOLDEN TEXT: Not what I will,
but what Thou wilt—Mark 14:36.
AR NOTH in His public ministry

2Pl and in His death Jesus was
performing the service re-
quired of Him by His
Heavenly Father. This service, in-
deed, was entirelv optional. Tt was

as

not demanded of Him. Neverthe-
less it was God’s will that it be
done, for the sake of the issues to
come out of it.

Evidently Jesus knew before-
hand just what would take place.
It must have been hard for Hun to
see just why so much shame and
suffering should be connected with
His death. Death itsed was bad
enough; but why the ignominy and
the torture?  And no doubt this
was the “cup” referred to by the
Master, when e said, “Father, ii
it be possible, let this cup pass from
Ale”

It 1s hard to understand the at-
utude of a man like Judas. Some
suppose that he believed Jesus
would vindicate Himself at the last
moment, and that all would be well.
But the evidence seems to point to
the fact that avarice had destroyed
the finer mmpulses in this professed
follower of the Master. And, if
given free course of action. greed
will do this in the mind and heart
of anyone. Judas must have been
all right at first, or Jesus would not
have called him. Our Lord knew
that this disciple possessed the ca-
pacity to make good. But little by
little the desire for gain overmas-
tered, turning a good man into @
bad one.  And we must not think
that Judas was compelled by divine
foreknowledge to commit his act of
treachery.  To be sure, God fore-
knew 1t, and foreknowing it, He
foretold it; but this forcknowledge
had nothing to do with controlling
the act of Judas, who was a free-
willed agent just as we all are.

The other disciples were all weak
human beings, but they were loyal
at heart. Theyv fell asleep in the
Garden of Gethsemane, They did
not understand  the course that
cvents were takmg.  Thev would
know all about the matter a litrle
later when the holv spirit came up-
on the church.  But at the time of
the arrest of Jesus they must have
been completely mvstified.  Thev
had been looking for Jesus to man-
ifest His power in a kingly way.
They had expected to sece Him
crowned, And now He was being
taken by a mob. They knew how
the scribes and Pharisees had hated
Him. And now Jle was ar the
mercy of His enemies.

27

Today God’s people have no ex-
cuse that they do not understand
the great verities of the Bible for to
them the plan of salvation has been
made very clear. It is now a mat-
ter of applving the things that we
know. In the pages of Holy Writ
the life and death of Jesus are
spread out before us.  Shall we be
true to these things? Or shall we
be untrue to them? Shall we be
loyal at heart, or shall we hecome
false like Judas? 1s there a chance
that anv of uz shall betray Fim7?
We betray Him if we betray the
truth; and we betray the truth i
we barter it for money, position,
popularity, earthly fame, or any
other thing whatsoever. The world
cannot bhetray the truth because the
world does not possess the truth.
The world is not in a position of in-
dividual trial.  But the members of
the church are being tried for life
or death. Which shall it be for us?
The deasion 1s in our own hands.
Gord awill not determine this matter
for us. He says to us, like Moses
said to the children of Israel, “1
have set before vou life and death,
blessing  and  cursing, therefore
choose hife that both thou and thy
seed may live.”—Deut. 30:19.
QUESTIONS:

What Serviptures forctold the suf-
ferines of Jesus?

What the
Lord. asked to be spaved from?

was Ceup’ that owr

Explain by what process Judas
evidently became disloyal.

Ts there any excuse for us today
on the plea of lack of knowledge?
Just how could one betray

Y.ord at the present time?

the

How can we best make oy posi-
tion of lovalty permanently seenre?

VICTORY
L we eould only rise above
The petty cares of life,
And see beyond, the victory ]
That erowns the heat and strife.

1t we could only cateh for onece
The glimpse of glowing height,
Our voice would rise triumphantly
To ‘‘sing songs in the mght.”

Then we'd forget the toillsome way,
The hindering care that’s rife,
Anad gladly walk the way of death,
“To find 1t leads to life.

B. H G



Adventures of the

WAS not long till the children of Israel
drew near to the land of Canaan,” said Uncle
c IEh, as the wintry wind roaved ‘round our

== (Jwelling, and we rejoiced in the glow of the
great fire that flamed in the hearth. “Now God
wanted the Tsraelites to go up and take possession
of the land of promise, but they were afraid of the
people who dwelt in that country. So they consid-
ered what would be best to do, and they decided to
send twelve men before them to spy out the land
and come back and tell them just what it was like.
So the twelve men went into the land of Canaau.
and they cut down a cluster of grapes and two car-
ried 1t on a pole between them, thus proving that
the land was very fruitful. But they told the people
that they had seen great giants in the land, and that
they had felt like grasshoppers before such mighty
men; therefore, 1t was useless for them to attempt
to po there. However, two of the twelve spies ad-
vised them to go and take the land, because God was
with them and would give them the victory. But
the people gave no heed to the two hrave ones, Ca-
eb and Joshua, for they were afraid of the giants.
And so God permitted them to continue wandering
in the wilderness.

“Now there were three men who rose up in rebel-
lion against Moses and Aaron, and the rebels were
joined by two hundred and fifty men of power. All
these thought that Moses had no right to be the
leader of the people and they refused to obey him.
Well, this caused God to bhe very angry with them.
And while the three men and their families were
standing in the doors of their tents, the earth opened
right before them and swallowed them up. and then
fire came from the Lord and consumed the other twao
hundred and fifty men. Of course the people were
terrified and fled from the place lest they also be
destroved. The next day a plague broke out among
the people and thousands lost their lives hecause
they were dissatisfied with the way the T.ord was
directing them.

“Forty years is a long time to wander in a wilder-
ness, but that is the period during which the children
of Tsrael wandered in the wilderness of Arabia. And
all that time Moses was their faithful leader and
counsellor.  Then one day Moses climbed up into a
mountain, and the Iord gave him a sight of the
promised land. which lay heyond the river Jordan.
But Moses was not permitted to enter into the land

Israelites

of Canaan, because he had disobeyed God on one
occasion when the Lord had told him to speak to the
rock so that water might flow out, and instead of
speaking to the rock, he had smitten it with his rod
twice. So Moses died in Mount Neho, at the age
of a hundred and twenty, and was buried in the land
of Moab, and no one has ever found the place of his
sepulchre.

“After the death of Moses, a new Jeader was chos-
en for the people, and his name was Joshua. God
told this man to be strong and very courageous and
that he would he victorious over all his enemies,
And Joshua sent two men to spy out the land of
Canaan, and the men went forth and lodged in the
house of a woman hy the name of Rahab. But some
one had discovered that the spies were there, and
went and told the king. So the king sent soldiers to
Rahab's house to get the spies, but she had hidden
them under some flax on the roof. Then she said to
the soldiers, “Yes. two men did come to my house,
but 1 did not know who they were; but if you pursue
them at once vou will surely overtake them, for
thev cannot have gone {ar.” Then after the soldiers
left, she took a rope, and by means of this she low-
ered the two men down {rom the roof, and they prom-
ised her that as a reward for this kind act, when the
city was captured, they would save her and all her
relatives for her sake. Then they escaped into the
mountaing where thev remained untl the search for
them was over.

“Now the lsraclites had to cross over the river
Jordan, and there was no bridge.  Dut the Lord
told them to go right ahead and follow the priests
who were bearing the ark of the covenant. And then
a wonderfu! thing happened: jor as soon as the soles
of the feet of the priests who carried the ark of the
Lord touched the water. a dry place was formed
right across to the other shore, and the people were
all able to walk across in perfect safety. Tt is he-
lieved that about eight miles above this place, a part
of the mountain had {allen into the river, forming
a dam, which blocked the water for a time, giving
all the Israelites a chance to pass over. However,
this was certainly a miracle that God performed.

“T guess vou have never seen a walled citv. You
see we don’t have cities like that in this country,
today. Tt is a city that has a great wall of stone
built all around it.  There were many such towns and
cities in ancient times.  The wall was built for the
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purpose of keeping out encmies, Now the Israelites
had to capture a city of this kind. It was called
TJericho. Its wall was very high, and on top of the
wall were soldiers who could shoot arrows a long
distance and could hurl down stones and other mis-
siles on the besiegers., Now, how could the Israelites
ever capture SU(h a place as that? Well, they could
not have done so without the help of God. But God
is always ready and willing to help His people when
He wants them to do something. And one day when
Toshua was looking at the city of Jericho, he saw 2
man with a drawn sword in his hand. ‘\nd Joshua
said, ‘Are you for us or for our enemies? ' And :he
warrier 1cphe( ‘I am the captain of the hosts of the
LLord.”  Then _Toslma fell on the earth and \wor-
shipped, for he knew that this soldier hefore lnm had
heen sent by the Lord.

“The Lord, through His servant, told Joshua that
the people must march all around the city.  The
priests should go hefore the rest. and should blow
the trumpets. Thev were to march around the city
once a day for six davs, and on the seventh day, they
were to march around it seven times.© We .can im-
agine that we see this mighty host tramping, tramp-
ing, tramping every day. and doing nothing else. ex-
cept the priests blowing their rrumpets.. No such
thing had ever taken place before. Truly, God has
strange wavs of doing things. And we have a'hymn
which savs,

‘God moves i1 a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.’

“Now, if the Israelites marched around the city of
Tericho once a dav for six davs, and scven times on
the seventh dav, how manyv times did they march
altogether 7"

“Thirteen tmes,”

“Yes,

“Just why it had to be thirteen, 1 don’t know; except
that God had given this command.  Well, they sure-
Iv had to do a great deal of marching. 1 fancy that
some of the people thought it was just a silly, stupid
thing they were doing. And it Jooked like that. in-
deed.  We can imagine what the King of: Jericho
thought about 11, Up there from the top of his palace
he was looking down upon this scene. On the first
dav, no doubt he thought the Tsraelites would attack
the citv, but they did not do so. Well, perhaps he
thought thev were looking for a weak place in the
walls hm apparently there was no weak place. The
second day they march, and again the king and his
courtiers wonder what on earth they are doing all
this tramping for. Everv day for six days the same
thing goes on, until no doubt it would appear to he
a huge iol\e Tt might have given the impréssion.
1ough that Israel had a huge army. Perhaps too,
the king might have got the thought that the Israel-
ites conld notr capture the place; so they miight as
well pack up their tents and go back to the Jand from
which thev came. -Seven times on the seventh day'!
How utterly ridiculons! And now the mighty ‘host
stands still.  There is not a sound. And the great
wall of Jericho stands there as strong as:ever. But
now, something very unusual i ahout to take place.

rephed Peter.

thirteen times 1s right.”” agreed Uncle IZb.
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“Just keep your eyes on the Israelites. Watch the
priests. There, they are raising the trumpets to their
lips. And now they blow them, and the sound reach-
es to the king’s palace and to the monarch's ecars.
And nmow Joshua raises his hand, and cries aloud,
‘Shout, for the Lord hath given you the city!” And
then with a crash like thmmu the walls of the city
fall down, while a great cloud of dust rises toward
heaven. 1 wonder what the king of Jericho must
have thought then? Ah, he knew then that his city
was doomed, and that his end was near,

“Now there were other places to capture besides
Jericho, and one of these was a town called Ai. So
Joshua sent about three thousand men to take Af,
Lt these men were defeated and fled before the sol-
diers of Al. When Joshua realized what had taken
place, he felt quite disheartened; for he had believed
that the Israclites would overthrow all their enemies,
So he told the Lord-about it and how discouraged
he was,  And the Lord rq)l.(*l to him and told Jum
someone in the camp of Jsracl had committed sin,
and that was why the pcopl(' were defeated.  And
Joshua soon d1>.c0vexcd_.ﬂmt one of the men—Achan
by name——had taken a fne Babylonian garm”nt and
a wedge of gold and some. silver. which he had had
no right to touch at all, and had hidden them in the
earth under his tent. And this was considered such
a great crime that the people took the man and his
family and put them to death because he had acted
wickedly and had c%nced the Israelites to be defeated.

“And now we huva nbrm talking quite a lot about
he Israelites,” said Unale ED” (md T should like to
know which part of the.story vou have liked the best.
What was vour favorite part. Paul?”

1 Hked the part-about the plagues, where you told
te. ETIEN oy N 6 1o

us ahout the frogs”” replied Paul. “T thought about

those green hoppers gétting on the tables and under

the rugs in the parlors ‘and in people’s pockets and

i then coatsleeves, My, hut that was a great story.

It suited me fine.” C

“T liked it where the people came out of Egypt”,
said Ruth.  “There was, such a crowd of them, and
they had their donkeys and their camels and their
cows, and they were: simging and shouting because
they were co happy.”

“T liked the part about Jericho,” said John. “Tl hat
old king thought he avas. so safe just because he had
huilt a high Wwall around bis cm. But God didn’t
care much for his wall, but knocked it down as easily
as if it had been made of ‘sand That was a goad one.
all right. 1 heard a man say one das that it was the
shout of the people that’ caused the air to tremble and
somehow the hibrations, knocked the wall down, but
it wasn’t so. was it, Uncle Eb?

“No. it wasn’t,” rephed Uncle Eb. “The word you
used should have been vibrations, not hibrations. Vi~
brations, indeed, are just.waves in the air. But the
Bible gives us to understand that God or His angel
overthrew the walls oft Jericho. And now that we
have the Israelites safely deposited in the land of
Canaan, we'll leave them there for the present, and
so 'l bid you all good-night.” :




TAKE COURAGE

: ISCOURAGEMIENT is one of the deadliest
Al enemies of the Christian. Tt not only re-
W4 tards progress in the narrow way, but will

*roh us of the prize entirely if we do not
avail ourselves of every means of divine grace to for-
tify us against its chilling assaults. Frequently the
unexpected hardships of the Christian life result in
discouragement. I it were possible to know in ad-
vance just what will happen from day to day we
could be heiter prepared to meet even the trying ex-
periences, with & greater degree of complacency and
fortitude. But this is not the Lord’s way of dealing
with His people. He wants us to exercise faith in
Him, and to be assured that His divine wisdom will
not permit anything to come to us but what will
ultimately work out for eur highest good as new
creatures in Christ Jesus.

During April, friends throughout the world cele-
brated the memorial of our Lord’s death. In con-
nection with this memorial doubtless all recalled
how the disciples deserted the Master during those
trying last hours of His eartlily ministry. They had
not expected their Lord to be taken from them and
crucified, hence they were bewildered and discourag-
ed—at a loss to understand the full significance of
what it meant. They had accepted Him as the Mes-
siah, and why should the Messiah be crucified?
True, the disciples were not at that time spirit-begot-
ten; nevertheless, in their experience we have an
illustration of how trials often come to all of the
TLord’s people because of unexpected developments.

These unexpected things-may be merely inciden-
tal experiences of every-day life, or they may be of
a more general character, .affecting the whole church
of God in the same way. In this latter respect
many of “the children of the Kingdom” have had
their faith most severely tested during the last twenty
or more years in connection with the apparently
Jong wait for the full establishment of the divine
Kingdom. To many the “vision” has seemed to
“tarry,” yet it has not actually tarried. It would
seem that the Lord has tested all of His people along
this same line. Think how long Abraham had to
wait for the birth of Isaac after God promised him
that he was to have a seed. This was an unexpected
trial to Abraham, yet he “staggered not” at the prom-
ises of God. Later he was unexpectedly asked to
offer up lsaac as a sacrifice, but his faith triumphed
apain. Finally Abraham, as well as all of the An-
cient Worthies, “died in faith, not having received
the promise.”

While the brethren generally at one time looked
forward to the possible consummation of their hopes
i 1914, there is no valid reason why we should be
discouraged because the divine plan has seemed to
tarry.  God's ways are so much bigher than our
ways that frequently it requires years of waiting on
Him, and observing the manner in which He works,
i order to comprehend more fully the marvelous
way in which His plan develops.  Thus today we
can Jook back over twenty or more vears of transi-
tional changes and see accomplished what in our
minds we thought should have been completed in a
few short months.

God could have informed the disciples in advance
that their Messiah was to be taken awayv from them
and crucified, but it was better for them to experi-
ence disappointment, and later learn how much high-
er God's ways were than their own. likewise the
Loord could have informed His people in advance
that the gradual overthrow of Satan’s empire would
cover a period of many years, instead of merely a
few short months; but it was better for them to have
their faith tested by unexpected experiences. and out
of those experiences to have their vision enlarged
and therr joy in the lord increased. And surely
therc is joy in the thought that God is dealing with
us in-a similar mammer to which He has dealt with
all of His people down through the centuries.

Moreover, now that we can Jook hack over the
vears of waiting and note how wonderfully the pro-
phecies have been fulfilled, what courage it should
give us! Think of it: hardly an old-world power,
either great or small but what has gone through the
throes of revolution—just as we expected would fol-
low the World War., Practically all of the JTormer
ruling houses of Europe are now set aside. and
dictators are established in their places. Interna-
tional Taw is no longer respected by the nations. re-
sulting in a condition recentdy described by the
American Sceretary of State and others as “anarchy
among the mnations.”  And to protect themselves
amidst this anarchistic condition, every nation is
feverishly preparing for war on a colossal scale un-
precedented in the annals of history. Daily the news-
papers are scanned by countless millions of worried
souls the world over to see if the match has heen
siruck that will set the world on fire.

Meanwhile, also, during these past years of partial
disoppointment, nominal Christianity has received a
death Blow, and as result has almost completely
lost its former potent influence among the nations.
And with this waning of religious restraint, the way
is opened up even wider for the forces of anarchy
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to rush in and complete the work of “melting” the
earth. Ah yes, surely we have every reason to
“look up, and “lift up” our heads, knowing from
these many assurances, that our deliverance draweth
nigh.

Shall we not then, more than ever, take courage
in the blessed thought that God is still leading His
people; that He has not permitted them to be de-
ceived, but has merely been teaching them to wait
more patiently upon Him. And now that we are
surrounded on every side by the unmistakable cvi-
dence that the King is here and His Kingdom at
the door, shall we not only take courage for our-
selves but may our courage and renewed confidence
and zeal impel us the more energetically to blow the
trumpet of truth in Zion; yea, not only in Zion,
but, to “tell the whole world these blessed tidings.”
and “speak of the time of rest that nears”; also, to
“tell the oppressed of every nation, jubilee lasts a
thousand vears.”

UNIVERSITY STAFF
APPRECIATES MESSAGE

Many will remember the controversy that raged
in Tennessee several years ago over the theory of
human evolution. The late William Jennings Bryan
took a very active part in that controversy, and since
his death a university has been erected fo his’ mem-
ory in the little town of Dayton. About two years
ago copies of “Evolutionists at the Crossroads” were
sent to some of the faculty members of the Univer-
sity.  Recently we received the following interesting
letter from the University’s president :

‘‘Gentlemen: A year or two ago the author of a book
entitled ‘‘Evolutionists at the Crossroads’ sent us
two or three complimentary copies, and several of our
staff read them with profit. These copies have been
misplaced and since T did not get to read the hook, T
would like to purchase a copy.

““Also please gquote me prices on yvour books or book-
lets entitled ‘The Divine Plan of the Ages’ and ‘God
and Reason.” Both of these books have been recom.
mended to me. 1 would like to know more about vour
work. and what vou stand for....Thanking yon in
advance. T remain, very truly vours, Jadsun A. Rndd,
President. William Jennings Brvan University.’’

THE BIBLE STUDENTS NEWS

THE spring edition of Bible Students News is al-
ready nearly exhausted ; although we still are able to
fll a limited number of requests for single copies.
We regret, however, that due to an unexpected de-
mand we have been obliged in some instances to cut
down on the usual number of extra copies sent to
ecclesias.  We aim to send the News to all Bible
Students on our list. Individuals failing to receive
a copv may write for one. and we will fill orders as
long as the supply lasts. There is no charge for the
Bible Students News.

KINGDOM CARDS ARE FREE
FROM time to time we receive inquiries as to the
price of Kingdom Cards, hence we take this opportun-
ity to remind all the friends that they are supplied free,
the same as tracts. and in any quantity desired. The
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Lord continues to richly bless this method of hearing
witness to the truth. The Kingdom Cards not only
are effective in arousing the interest of those who are
not acquainted with the truth, but in many cases they
were instrumental in the way of encouraging those
who do know something of the truth to take a more
resolute stand therefor, Reports along this line have
been very encouraging.” The following letter is a
sample:

“‘Dear Brethren: I have just returned from ecalling on
persons who returned ‘Kingdom Cards’ to me. Two. of
them want The Dawn for three months. The last call
was-on a man and his wife who had read all of the So-
ciety’s later books, and attended some meetings, but
are not satisfied. Upon reading ‘‘God and Reason,”’
Lkowever, they showed a real interest and a desirve to at-
tend some of our meetings. They are both deep students,
and have read and studied a great deal along religious
lines. They bave recently had financial troubles, and
can’t buy hooks just now, but I can loan them a First
Volume, and ean nofify them of public talks-and con-
ventions, 1 feel quite encouraged over my talk with
them. With Christian love and prayers for the Lord’s
continued blessing upon vou,—~V. R, A. Calif.”’

Kingdom Cards are now furnished in three styles.
One of these is exclusively for mailing to friends
and relatives of the deceased. The other two are
suitable either for mailing, or for general house-to-
house distribution, like tracts. The former, known
as the “Consolation Card." offers a free copy of the
booklet, “Hope Beyond the Grave.” Except in cases
where individuals or classes use their own address
to which requests for the booklet should be sent,
The Dawn address is given, and the hooklets mailed
direct from this office, and charged to the Free Book
Fund. :

The two cards for general distribution offer a
free copy of the hooklet, “God and Reason.” These
are supplied in the same way as noted ahove.

As a great many hundreds of booklets have al-
ready been sent out as a result of the distribution of
Kingdom Cards, we are now preparing a follow-up
card suitable for mailing to these addresses. This
card will offer to lend The Divine Plan of the Ages.
As we hope to have this card ready shortly, samples
may now be ordered.

We repeat: Order the Kingdom Cards freely, and
scatter them widely—‘He that reapeth receiveth,
wages, and gathereth fruit unto eternal life.”

OUR HERITAGE OF PEACE
Phil, 4.7

There is a peacé that comes from faith serene,
Faith in a changeless God who, tho unseen,

Stll speaks., and manifests himself to be

The flawless moulder of our destiny:

By faith we guiet hold in fire of trial,

And stifle oft the ountery or denial,

Till like 2 mantle or a covering fleece

We are enfolded in His priceless peace.
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- SPEAKERS’

IT IS desired to make the listing of speaker’s ap-
pointments a greater service. to the friends generally,
and for this reason we are undertaking to list the ad-
dresses where the lectures are to he given, as well as
the hour of the meetings. It is not possible, of course,
to furnish this information in every instance. We will
be glad however, if the classes being served by visiting
sneakers will, if thev so desire, forward the necessary
information to us so that in future issues we can give
a fuller listing of the time and place of meeting.

BROTHER H. E ANDERSON

Paterson, N. J., 160 Van Houten 5t., 3 P. M. ..May 15
BROTHER T. E. BARKER

Boston, Mass., ..oviviiinen i iiiiiiiiinans May 8

Lynn, Mass. (Convention*) ......... ... covvvins. 15

Worcester, Mass, .............. e e 22

BROTHER 7. A. BELL

Brooklyn, N, Y., 109 Remsen St., 3 P. M. ...... May 22

Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St.,, 3 P. M.,, May 8
BROTHER C. P. BRIDGES

Paterson, N. J. (Convention®*} .......... May 29, 30
BROTHER FRED BRIGHT

Allentown, Pa. ............ e May 1

Hartford, Conmn. ......c.iiirinniiiiiiineennns 22
BROTHER N. CONSTANT

Paterson, N, J. (Convention®) ............ May 26, 30

BROTHER SHIRLEY DeGROOT
Kalamazoo, Mich., Civie Auditorium, 3 P. M. .. May 8
BROTHER H. E. DIETRICH
Cineinnati, 0. (Convention*}............. May 29, 30
BROTHER DAVID 'DINWOODIE
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ............ May 29, 30

BROTHER EDWARD FAY

Brooklyn, N. Y., Harvest' Truth Ecclesia, .... May 1
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen St., 3 PM ... 8
Seranton, Pa. (Conventlon*) ................... 15
Buffalo, N. Y. (Convention®) ................. 29, 30
BROTHER E. M FOWLER
Fresno, Calif., .......ovviiioiiiniiiiiin., May 15
BROTHER ‘A. C. FREY
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen St.,, 3P. M. ...... May 15
Baltimore, Md., 4 West Eager Street, 3 P. M....... 22
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ................ 29, 30
BROTHER C. F. GEORGE
Tinquesne, Pa. ....... .. ... et e ae e May 8
BROTHER WILLIAM, HOLLISTER
Paterson, N. J. 169 Van Honten 8t., 3P. M. .. May 1
Philadelphia, Pa., Arch and 18th Sts,, 3 P. M. ...... 8
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) .............. 29, 380
BROTHER J. T. JOHNSON
Cineinnati, O. (Convention®) ............ May 29, 30

The Dafwn

APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER GEORGE S. KENDALL

Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention*) .............. May 22
Cincinnati, 0. (Convention®) ............... ... 29, 30
BROTHER PETER KOLLIMAN
Reading, Pa. (Convention*) ....... PO, May 8
Cincinnati, 0. (Convention™) ................ May 30
BROTHER EDWARD MAURER
Duquesne, Pa. .........ooiiiiiiiiii i May 1

Bast Xiverpool, O. ... ... .. ... i i,
BROTHER 0. MAGNUSON
Baltimore, Md., 4 West Eager St., 3 P. M. .... May 8
Lynn, Mass. (Convention®) ...................... 15
Philadelphia, Pa., Arch and 18th Sts.,, 3 P. M. ..... 22
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ................ 29, 30
BROTHER MARTIN MITCHELL
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ............ May 29, 30
BROTHER . L. MUIR
Orlando, Fla. (Convention®) ................ May 8
BROTHER R. E. NASH
Hawthorne, Calif. ......................... May 15
BROTHER. C. C. PEOPLES
Columbus, O. ... ... ... .. .. i May 1
Richmond, O. ... .. ..., 8
Byesville, O. ..ot e 15
Pittsburgh, Pa. (Convention®) .................. 22
Cincinnati, O. (Convention®) .................... 29
BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
Phoenix, Ariz, (Convention®)................ May 29
BROTHER EDWIN PROCTOR
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ............ May 29, 30
BROTHER P. L. READ
Aurora, Tl1l. (Convenfion®) .............. May 28-30
BROTHER A. I. RITCHIE
San Bernardino, Calif. .................... May 8
BROTHER WALTER SARGEANT
Tthaea, N Y. oo s May 1°
Swvracuse, N, Y. .. ... 2
Rochester, N. Y. ... i i 3
Tonawanda, N. Y. ... .. . i 4
Niagara, Falls, N. Y. ... ... . ... i, 5
Cleveland, O. ... ... ..ttt 8
Lorain, 0. ... ... i e e 9
Mansfield, O. . ... . it i e 10
Newark, O. ... o i 1
Zanesville, O. ... ... i i i 12
Columbus, O. ..ot it e 3
Cinelnnati,0. ..ottt it 15
Daybon, O. ...t iiiiiiiiiee s 16
Pigqua, O. oot e 17
Richmond, Ind. ...... ... . iiiiiiiiiiiineiin, 18
Muneie, Ind. .. ... . i e e 19
Indianapolis, Ind. ..... ... .. . .. i, 20
New Albany, Ind. ......... .. .. i il 22
St. Louds, Mo, ... 25
Aurora, Tl (Convention®)..................0. 28-30
Jaekson, Mieh, ... ... i i June 5
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BROTHER W. J. SIBKMAN
Stevens Poimnt, Wise. ... May 1
Chicago Heights, T1. ............... e 12
BROTHER STAMULAS
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) ............ Mav 29, 30

BROTHER C. A. SUNDBOM

Cineinnati, O. (Convention®) ............ May 29, 30
BROTHER J. H. L. TRAUTFELTER
Paterson, N. J. (Convention®) .......... May 29, 30

BROTHER H. V. WARREN

Santa Ana, Calif, ... ... ................ ... May 15
BROTHER GEORGE M. WILSON
Buffalo, N. Y. .. o May 1

Lynn, Mass. (Convention*)
Cineinnati, O. (Convention®) ............ Mav 29, 30

BROTHER W. NX. WOODWORTH

Brooklym, N. Y. ... . . May 1
Clermont and Lafavette Aves, 3 P. M.

May 14, 15

Richmond, Va. ......... . ... ... . ... .. ... 4
Chattanoga, Tenn. ... ... .. .. ... ... ciiiiinenn.. b
Orlando, Fla. ((Convention™) ......... ... ... ..... 8
Zepherhills, Fla. ... . ... .. o 9
St. Petersburg, Fla. .................... e 10
Jacksonville, Fla. ... ... ... ... .... e 11
Lynn, Mass. (Convention®) ..................... 15
.Patm'son, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3 P. M. ..... 22
Cincinnati, O. (Convention®).................... 29
Auvora, T1I. (Convention™) ... ... ... ... .. ..... 30
BROTHER . W. ZAHNOW
Pittsburgh, Pa., 610 Arch St. ................ May 1
Reading, Pa. (Convention®) ..................... 8
York, Pa. .o 15
Lanecaster, Pa. ......... ... . ... . L. 22
Harrisburg, Pa. ... .. ... ... .. .. 23
Lebanon, Pa. ....... ... . .. .. . 24
Rheems, Pa. ........................... e 25
Wilmington, Del, 404 W 31st St.,, 8 P. M. ........ 26
Cineinati, 0. (Convention®) ................... 29, 30

(*Convention announcements hegin on inside of front
cover.)

CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Continued from inside page of front cover)

LONDON CONVENTION in August. The following

announcement has been reeeived from Kngland:

A convention of the British friends is being ar-
vanged at the Memorial Hall, Farrington Street, Lon-
don, during August Bank Holiday week-end, and a
warm invitation is extended to as many as can make
it possible to attend. The responsibility for this
gathering is in the hands of several London brethren
and it will be supported entirely by syontaneous offer-
mgs from friends who are interested and sympathetic.
The overseas brethren who are in England at that time,
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will mnister, together with a number of our own

brethren from various parts of the country. The ar-
rangements have been undertaken with the sinecere

desive that our Master’s Name may be glorified and
that the friends may be encouraged and built up in the
faith, and it is believed that the pravers of many will
ascend that this mayv be indeed the case. Please write
carly for accommodation, programmes and all particu-
lars to the Convention Seceretary, Brother A. 0. Hud-
son, 24 Darwin Road, Welling, Kent.”’

BROOKLYN, N. Y, Sept. 8, 4, 5. The usual Labor
Day Convention will be held at 109 Remsen Street.
Secretary, Mr. W. Josiah, 117-34 123rd St., S. Ozone
Park, L. T.

DETROIT, MICH,, Junior Bible Class, Sept. 3, 4, 5.
Details later. Myr. Frank Niemezak, 5807 N. Lawn-
dale Avenue, Detroit, Mich.

SAGINAW, MICH., Sept. 3, 4, 5. Details later. Sec-
retary, Mr. C. A. Sundbom, R. F. D. No. 1, Saginaw,
Mich. :

ST. LOUIS, MO., October 8,9. Details later. Secve-
tary, Mr. J. B. Bernoudy, 7033 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis,
Mo.

VEST-POCKET BOOKLETS

THE vest-pocket size booklets are proving to be very
satisfactory for general distribution; and their use has
resulted in a greatly inereased ecirculation of the truth.
These little booklets have heen found to be very con-
venient for use at public meetings. The following are
now obtainable:

‘‘The Day of Jehovah''—A reprint from The Divine
Plan of the Ages, chapter 15.

‘What Is Man?'’—A reprint from The Atonement
Between God and Man, chapter 12.
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‘‘God and Reason’’'—A brief outline of God’s plan
as it relates to nresent world conditions, showing the
remarkable fulfilment of prophecy since the expiration
of the Gentile Times in 1914, This little booklet has
heen very effective in stimulating interest in the truth.

‘“Hope Beyond the Grave’’-—A comvprehensive trea-
tise of the entire subicet of life, death and the here-
after.  The sounl, immortality, hell, heaven, paradise,
spiritism, and related points, are diseussed. So far as
we are aware, there is no other single piece of truth lit-
crature which deals with all these various phases of the
subjeet of hope bevond the grave.

‘“The Truth About Hell’’—A slightly condensed edi-
fion of Brother Russell’s original hell hooklet. This
new edition is very attractive.

Any of the above are obtainable at 5 cents a copy;

VEST-POCKET MANNAS

These convenient little Heavenly Manna Books, pub-
lished in Australia by the Berean Bible Institute, are
priced at 40 cents each, postpaid. Cloth bound only
now in stock,



To Us the Scriptures Clearlp Teach

That the Chureh is ‘“the Temple of the Living God”’
—peculiarly ‘‘His workmanship’’; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—
ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this Temple, throngh which,
when flnished, God’s blessings shall come ‘‘to all peo-
ple,”’ and thev find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,17;
Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,
of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin.
progresses; and when the last of these ‘‘living stones,’’
‘‘elect and precious,”” shall have heen made ready, the
creat Master Workman will bring all together in the
I"irst Resurrection; and the Temnle shall be filled with
His glory, and be the meeting place between God and
men throughont the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8,

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that ‘‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man,”” ‘‘a ransom for
all,”’ and will be ‘“the true light whieh lighteth everv
man -that cometh into the world,”” ‘‘in due time.’’—
Heb 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Chunreh is that she may be like
her Lord, ‘‘see Him as He is,”” be a ‘‘partaker of the
divine nature,’”’ and share His ¢lory as His joint-heir.
—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17: 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service: to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6;
20 :6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be bronght to all by
Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and ohedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His pglorified
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
—Aects 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.



