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ITEMS OF INTEREST

TELEVISION PROGRESS

IT WAS previously announced that plans
were being made for the preparation of
thirteen half-hour programs for use ontele-
vision . We are happy to -announce that th e
filming of four of these is now nearly com-
pleted, and that these four will be ready
fol- use before the end of November. Our
present expectation is that the remainder
of this series of half-hour programs will b e
filmed early in January, possibly even in
December, thus making the entire series
available for use early in 1960.

As we -have already explained, it is our
hope that quite a number of television sta-
tions will present these programs withou t
charge, and every effort will be made to
contact as many of the stations as possible
to offer them this opportunity . We ask a
special interest in the prayers of the breth-
ren everywhere in connection with this
new phase of the work ; and indeed, with
respect to every branch of the work . May
the united efforts of the Lord's people
always bring honor and glory to his name .

FOREIGN LANGUAGE LITERATUR E

A quantity of four different tracts has
recently been printed in Indian dialects ,
for the use of our brethren in India. Also
just printed is an edition of tracts en -
titled, "Where Are the Dead," in the Ger-
man language . These German-Ianguage
tracts are also available for use in this
country .



God's Remedy for a
World Gone Mad

M ILLIONS throughout the world
today are earnestly praying

for God to alleviate suffering, and
millions are wondering why he
is apparently so indifferent to
human needs. The Bible assures
us that God is not indifferent, an d
that he soon will answer the uni-
versal prayer of all Christians ,
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven . "
-Matt . 6 :10

Most of us, no doubt, were
taught this prayer when we were
children, and many of us have
continued to offer it . Today, in
the face of the most vicious and
powerful; attacks ever made upon
Christianity, the Bible assures us
that God is about to answer his
people's prayer by establishing
the messianic kingdom of peac e
and' good will throughout all th e
earth . Thus, out of Christianity's
apparent defeat will come its glo-
rious triumph, when Christ will

actually reign "from sea to sea ,
and from the river unto the ends
of the earth ."—Ps. 72 :8

While the Bible outlines for us
in considerable detail the organi-
zational arrangements of th e
kingdom of Christ as they will
ultimately become manifested to
the people, we will not now take
time to discuss these details. We
will content ' ourselves, rather ,
with calling attention to some of
the results of the divine kingdom
when it becomes operative in the
earth. Let us consider the prom-
ises of God's Word as messages
from heaven. The first one we
wish to read into the record is
brought to us by the . Prophet
Micah . We quote :

"In the last days it shall come
to pass, that . . . many nation s
shall . come, and say, Come, and
let us go up to the mountain
[Kingdom] of the Lord, and to th e
house of the God of Jacob ; and



he will teach us of his ways, and
we will walk in his paths : for the
law shall go• forth of Zion, and ,
the word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem. And he shall judge amon g
many people, and rebuke stron g
nations afar off ; and they shall
beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning-
hooks : nation shall not lift up a
sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.
But they shall sit every man un-
der his vine and under his fig
tree ; and none shall make them
afraid : for the mouth of the Lord
of hosts hath spoken it ."—Micah
4 :1-4

taining .to Jesus as the "Prince
of Peace" be fulfilled. Then will
the angelic message of "peace on
earth, good will toward men" be-
come a reality.

This same promise also de-
clares that then "every man"
shall dwell "under his vine and
under his fig tree ." This shows
that all the present economic
problems of the world are to b e
solved . This divine promise indi-
cates that in the kingdom ar-
rangements the _bounties of the
earth wil be made available for
all ; that economic security will,
at last, be attained ; for their, Th e

is God's own testimony of prophet declares, "None shal l
This make afraid," in all that holy

how his kingdom ultimately is to kingdom .—Micah 4 :4 ; Isaiah 11 : 9
take control of the affairs of man-
kind. It is not a fairy tale, but The problem of poverty is, an d
a description of that which we always has been, a menacing on e
should actually expect to take =' to millions. The poor, the under-
place in answer to our prayers, privileged, ever have been a pa -
"Thy kingdom come . Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven . "
And what a wonderful remedy it
will be for the world's ills! How
effectively, indeed, it will solve,
for example, the war problem.

Note how it reverses the age-
old axiom that in order to hav e
peace the nations must be pre-
pared for war . It starts at the
very foundation of the trouble ,
with a program of education in
the arts and advantages of peace .
Thus a genuine disarmament pro -
gram will be put into effect. Then
will the promises of God per-

thetic group. But these shall n o
longer constitute an army of for-
gotten men, as heretofore, but
will be considered and blessed.
Regarding this, the prophet in
another divine message concern-
ing Christ, the new King o f
earth, says, "He shall judge th e
poor of the people, he shall save
the children of the needy, and
shall break in pieces the oppres-
sor. . . . For he shall deliver the
needy when he crieth ; the poor
also, and him that hath no help-
er."—Psalms 72 :4-12

Then there is the problem of
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selfishness . There could never be
genuine peace and good will in
the earth as long as selfishness
plays . such an important role i n
the affairs of men . Thank God ,
even this problem will be solved
through the messianic kingdom
arrangement . When men ar e
taught the Lord's ways, it will
mean they will learn the valu e
of love as against selfishness. The
Prophet Jeremiah in the 31st
chapter, 31st to 34th verses, as-
sures us that during that glad
day of the Lord's kingdom, the
law of God, which is a law of
love, will be written in the hearts
of the people . All eventually, are
to become so well acquainted
with the Lord and his ways of
love, that none will need to say
to his neighbor, Know the Lord ;
for all shall know him from th e
least of them unto the greatest .

The religious problem also is
to be solved . Today, earth's mil-
lions worship a multiplicity o f
gods and even those who attempt
to worship the true God are hope-
lessly divided into factional
groups from which come many
conflicting claims and doctrines.
All that will be changed, for the
promise is that the Lord will
"turn to the people a pure lan-
guage, or message, that they may
all call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve him with one con-
sent . "—Zeph. 3 :9

Finally, and more important
than all, there is the major prob-
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lem of sickness and death . Unless
this problem can be solved, man -
kind would still need to trave l
through the valley of the shadow
of death . In such event, there
could not be lasting peace and
happiness anywhere . Every other-
wise peaceful and happy home
would be recurrently blighted by
the dread enemy that now counts
its victims by the millions every
year, unless this problem is
solved .

But Christ, the great solver of
human problems, will solve this
problem of sickness and deat h
also; for during his reign sick-
ness and death are to be de-
stroyed. The Apostle Paul affirms
this, saying that Christ "mus t
reign, till he hath put all enemies
under his feet . The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death. "
(I Cor. 15:25, 26) Isaiah 25 :8 de-
clares also that Christ "will swal-
low up death in victory ; and tha t
the Lord God will wipe awa y
tears from off all faces."

And in the solving of the prob-
lem of death, none is to be over -
looked, for even those who have
fallen asleep in death are to hear
the voice of the Son of God and
come forth from the tomb . (John
5 :28, 29) This means that no on e
will need to lament the fact tha t
Christ's kingdom did not com e
sooner—before father, mother, or
other dear ones died—becaus e
these loved ones will be restored
to life. Christ, who broke up fu-
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nerals in Judea more than nine-
teen centuries ago simply by
raising the dead ones to' life, wil l
again exercise his divine power ,
not on behalf of a limited few,
but for the restoration of all the
families of the earth.

Another of the divine messages
which forecast the effectiveness
of Christ's kingdom as a remedy
for human ills refers to earth's
new King as the "Sun of Right-
eousness," which is to arise with
enlightening and . healing effects
on behalf of all mankind . (Mal.
4 :2) What a hope-inspiring illus-
tration this is of divine blessing
soon to be realized! Think of th e
blessed results upon a distressed
world as the healing rays of the
Sun of Righteousness continue to
pour into the sin-Sick and wound-
ed hearts and -lives of all man-
kind !

From pole to pole this Sun of
Righteousness will shine, and
upon every continent and the isle s
of the sea, the soothing and life-
giving powers of that divine
Light-and-Life-Giver will be felt
for good. There will be no unfin-
ished spot or situation not taken
care of by the bright shining of
this Sun of Righteousness, for
nothing short of a full east-to-west
dispensation of his healing ray s
can fulfil the Master's own prom-
ise concerning the purpose of his
kingdom.

The enlightening rays of thi s
Sun of Righteousness will fill the

earth with a knowledge of the
glory of God. This means that all
"doctrines of devils," all noctur-
nal hallucinations and supersti-
tions, as well as the thousand and
one other evils that have plagued
the dying world, are to be swep t
away, and all of this replaced by
a true knowledge of God and his
righteous laws .

With the knowledge of th e
glory of God thus filling th e
earth, there will come also the
clearing out of . all . the myriad
citadels of sin, vice, and crime.
As that glorious Sun of Right-
eousness forces its enlightening
and healing rays into the various
dens of iniquity, the satanic dark-
ness of these rendezvous of evil
will give place to the glorious en-
lightenment of the new day.

There will not be a corner any
place in the earth where the light
from the glorious Sun of Right-
eousness will not penetrate . The
glorious manifestation of divine
power will banish forever the
slums of our great cities, and the
institutions of suffering which we
call hospitals will be displaced by
institutions of physical, menta l
and moral rehabilitation, an d
learning. How glad we are of
these hospitals today ; but how
wonderful it will be when tha t
great day of restitution will see
the removal of the evils whic h
make them necessary .

The beds of sickness in the
cottages of the poor and the pal -
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aces of the rich, will be no more .
Indeed, the distinction between
the rich and poor will be dissolved
because all will be made rich ; for
the promise is that there will be
a feast of fat things for all people .
—Isaiah 25 :6

Some may object that this
which we have outlined from the
Holy Scriptures is too fantastic
to be considered a practical rem-
edy for human ills. It may be
said that only by a miracle could
such wonders be wrought and th e
remedy applied for all the world' s
troubles . This is precisely th e
view we should take! Millions are
asking the question today, "Why
does not God intervene in huma n
affairs?" The message of joy we
are bringing you is that accord-
ing to God's sacred Word th e
time is near when he will inter-
vene and do for mankind what
they have utterly failed to do for
themselves. Yes, the Lord is soon
to become the greatest interven-
tionist of all time .

Is this hard to believe? It shoul d
not be! Does not all Christendom
profess to believe in a miracle -
working Christ? Do we not all be-
lieve and preach in our churche s
that Christ, when he was here in
the flesh, gave many demonstra-
tions of his ability to perform
miracles? Do we not believe tha t
he healed the sick, raised the
dead, and stilled the storm-tosse d
Sea of Galilee? Do we not profess
to believe that . this miracle-work-
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ing Christ was raised from the
dead by one of the greatest mir-
acles of all time ?

Should we, therefore, have an y
difficulty in believing that thi s
resurrected and divine Christ i s
even still more abundantly able
to fulfil all the glorious promise s
of God-promises that are mad e
contingent upon his coming and
the establishment of his king-
dom ?

If we believe in God; if we be-
lieve in the Bible as his revela-
tion to us ; if we believe in prayer ,
and have confidence that Go d
will answer our prayers, it is
wholly illogical not to believe that
he will perform a miracle in or-
der to answer the inspired prayer
of his people, "Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven ."

God has already performed
miracles in order to solve th e
problems of human suffering .
Nearly 2,000 years ago he sen t
his Son to redeem men from
death. This Jesus did by his ow n
death on Calvary's cross . When
Jesus was crucified the disciple s
were bewildered, and temporarily
lost their confidence that he wa s
indeed the Christ . This was be-
cause they did not know that his
death was a necessary part of th e
divine remedy to save the world
from death .

Yes, the Scriptures reveal tha t
the death of Jesus was necessary,
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and that it actually provided the
means by- which the penalty of
death resting against the dyin g
race would be set aside. This
means that it is God's purpose,
through Christ, to destroy death.
It means that ultimately mankind
will cease to die. It was declared
that one of the war aims of the
fighting democracies was to as-
sure men and women of all na-
tions the right to die in bed,
rather than be bombed to death
from the sky. That is good, but
God's remedy for an insane worl d
is to be so far-reaching that men
and women will not need to die
at all !

As Christians, we believe in the
miracle of Christ's first advent;
we believe in the miracle of his
birth; we believe in the miracle
of the cross ; we believe in the
miracle of his resurrection . Be-
lieving, therefore, in the miracles
which made possible Christ's re-
demptive work on behalf of man-
kind, should we not believe tha t
God will complete his miracle-
working program by the estab-
lishment of the divine kingdom
which is to result in the actual
destruction of death, and the rais-
ing of the dead? It is utterly un-
thinkable to suppose that having
started this program of miracles
for the salvation of a lost race ,
the Creator of the universe should
permit his offensive against deat h
to "bog" down in human sin an d
selfishness, and therefore to b e
defeated .

Why then, some may ask, have
nineteen centuries passed since
the beginning of miracles, with-
out any further manifestation of
God's interest in humanity? The
proper answer to this question is
one of the keys which unlocks fo r
us the entire testimony of Go d
concerning his purpose toward
the children of men.

The Scriptures point out tha t
the work of God between the firs t
and second advents of the Maste r
has been to seleet•'from mankin d
a "little flock," the church. These
have been given the opportunity,
by following in the footsteps of
Jesus, to prove their worthines s
to live and reign with him when
his kingdom is established.

The heavenly, or spiritual
promises of the Bible are give n
to this class who are to live and
reign with Christ during the thou-
sand years of his kingdom. It has
been these promises that hav e
encouraged the faithful follower s
of the Master to lay down their
lives in His service . These prom-
ises, however, were not given t o
mankind in general, nor was i t
the divine intention that, durin g
the present age the world as a
whole should be converted by
them. The general thought is that
Christ's kingdom has, in some in -
explicable way, been operating in
the earth since Jesus' resurrec-
tion . It has been claimed that the
followers of Christ should con-
vert the world to this kingdom ,
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and thus establish peace on earth,
and good will among men. It is
because this attempt to convert
the world has so signally failed,
that many today are asking if
Christianity has failed . Christian-
ity has not failed! Christ has not
been trying to convert the world ,
but merely getting ready for that
great work .

Jesus did not expect that when
he came the second time he woul d
find the world converted and
ready voluntarily to acclaim him
as King. He indicated by his ques-
tion that at his second advent
there would be very little faith
left on the earth . (Luke 18 :8) He
declared that this age would end
in godlessness and unbelief, cul-
minating in a time of national
and international trouble such as
never was since there was a na-
tion. (Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21, 22)
Jesus further explained that be -
cause of this great trouble all the
tribes of the earth would mourn
because of him:Matt. 24:30 ;
Luke 21 :25, 26

It is this mourning that we ar e
now witnessing, The testimony of
Jesus concerning the conditio n
that would obtain here on th e
earth shows that he did not ex-
pect his kingdom to be estab-
lished through human agencies .
It shows that he did not propose
to consider the kingdoms of this
world as part of his kingdom. It
shows furthermore that Jesus
knew what would be the final re-
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suit of unbridled human selfish-
ness. It shows his foreknowledge
of the fact that even the best and
most enlightened of human ef-
forts to establish a civilization in
which peace and good will would
be the common heritage of all
must finally and signally fail.

Today we are witnessing this
failure of human efforts. They
are failing, not because there is
no good to be found anywhere in
the world, but because evil pre-
dominates . But evil will not al -
ways predominate. As we have al-
ready seen, when Christ becomes
King of the whole earth, evil will
be destroyed. It will be destroye d
because divine influences more
powerful than the evil that now
rules will be introduced by Jesus ,
the Prince of Peace .

The success of the true king-
dom of Christ will not depen d
upon the strength of armaments,
on land, in the air, or on the sea.
It will not depend upon stock-
piles of hydrogen bombs. The
prophet says that the sphere o f
influence of Christ's kingdom wil l
be extended until it embraces the
whole earth,, not because worldly
kingdoms have sponsored his
cause, but because the "zeal of
the Lord of hosts will perform it ."

This information is given in
Isaiah 9:6, 7, where a divine mes-
sage is recorded foretelling the
birth of Jesus, and the triump h
of his kingdom . In this prophecy
it is particularly stated that the



responsibility for the success of
the messianic kingdom will !res t
with the Lord himself. It is stated
that"the "government 'shall be
upon his shoulder. "

How reassuring this is! Men and
nations, no matter how good thei r
intentions ' may have been, have
utterly failed to establish lasting
peace and happiness in the world .
But Christ will not fail . That is
why the angel, in announcing th e
birth of Jesus, could say that the
message of salvation centering in
him, was "glad tidings of grea t
joy which shall be to all people ."
-Luke 2:10

The Prophet Isaiah also informs
us that Jesus is to become th e
"everlasting Father . : The word
"father" means "lifegiver." An
everlasting father is one who can
give everlasting life . From this
we are assured that in addition
to all other blessings of the di-
vine kingdom soon to be estab-
lished, the people are to be given
health and life . No other ruler of
earth has ever promised life to
his subjects, but such a provision
is on the agenda of Christ's king-
dom; and in order that it might
be realized in all its fulness, Jesus
himself died to pay the penalty
of death entered against mankind
in the Garden of Eden.

The Scriptures show that one of
the reasons evil has prospered
throughout the ages is that Satan
has been "the Prince" and "god
of this world." (John 14 :30; II Cor.

10

4:4) If we believe in the Bible, we
must accept its testimony that
there is a personal, although in-
visible Devil, who has continued
to exercise his nefarious influ-
ence over the affairs of men .
(John 12 :31; Gal. 1 :4; I John 5 :19,
Diaglott) Satan hasexercisedhi s
influence through human agen-
cies . It is for this reason that so
many of the otherwise well-inten-
tioned efforts of men and nations
have finally failed, leaving the
human race to continue its esca-
pades of ill will, : hatred, and
bloodshed . But the Scriptures as-
sure us, that one of the first acts
of Christ,,the great and powerful
Ruler of the new kingdom on
earth, will be the binding of Sa-
tan.—Matt. 12 :29; Rev. 20 :2, 3

The Scriptures furthermore re -
veal that the spiritual influence
of Christ's kingdom, consisting of
Christ and his true church, will
be just as effective and far-reach-
ing for good, as Satan's influence
has been far-reaching for evil.
(II Pet. 3 :13; Acts 17:30, 31; Isa.
26 :9) Like Satan's empire, Christ's
kingdom will exercise its influ-
ence through human agencies .
These agencies are of divine se-
lection and preparation.

And the best part of it is that
this—God's new world of tomor-
row—is soon to become a reality,
because it has been promised by
God, and many of the prophecie s
and promises of his Word con-
cerning it have already been ful-
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filled. This gives us confidence
,that what;hehas said concerning
things yet to be will also come to
pass . The Bible gives us a won-
drously clear preview of world
events beginning hundreds of
years before the first advent of
Christ, continuing down to and in -
cluding the outstanding events of
our time .

Do you know, for example, tha t
the rise and fall of four succes-
sive - kingdoms—Babylon, Medo -
Persia, Greece, and Rome—are
accurately forecast in the Bible ,
including the relationship the fal l
of the .Roman Empire bears to
present world distress ?

Do you know that the modern
widespread increase of knowledge
and invention is also foretold in
the Bible? Do you know that Si r
Isaac Newton, centuries ago, be -
cause of his faith in these prophe-
cies, predicted that the time
would come when men would be
able to travel as fast as fifty miles
an hour?

The wonderfully clear manner
in which the divine messages of
the Bible identify the time in
which we are now living gives
us full assurance that God's new
world of tomorrow is indeed jus t
around the corner. There is no
other single fact that should be
such a cause for joy as this . I t
means that the time is near when

all human suffering and, sorrow
will . be things of "• the past . It
means that, the time has -com e
when God will fulfil his promis e
to wipe away tears from off all
faces .

"Close your eyes for a moment
to the scenes of misery and woe ,
degradation and sorrow that ye t
prevail on account of sin, and
picture before your mental vision
the glory of the perfect earth. Not
a stain of sin mars the harmony
and peace of a perfect society;
not a bitter thought, not an un-
kind look or word; love welling
up from every heart, meets a kin-
dred response in every other
heart, and benevolence marks
every act . There sickness shall be
no more ; not an ache nor a pain ,
nor any evidence of decay—not
even the fear of such things .

"Think of all the pictures of
comparative health and beauty o f
human form and feature that yo u
have ever seen, and know tha t
perfect humanity will be of still
surpassing loveliness . The inward
purity and mental and moral per-
fection will stamp and glorify
every radiant countenance. Such
will earth's society be ; and weep-
ing, bereaved ones will have their
tears- all wiped away, when thus
they realize the resurrection work
complete. "—The Divine Plan of
the Ages .

"For when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of
the world will Iearn righteousness ."—Isaiah 26 :9



BIBLE STUDY,

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1

The fellowship of Whams

GOLDEN TEXT: "And the multitude of them that believed were of one
heart and of one soul : neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had . all things com-

mon."—Acts 4:3 2

ACTS 4:32-37; 5 :12-1 6

etHE Scriptures do not indicat e
who or what it was that gav e

the first believers in the Early
Church the idea of pooling their
resources in a general treasury
from which all in turn were pro-
vided with the necessities of life.
There is no criterion for it in the
Old Testament . Jesus did not ad-
vocate it, nor is there a record in-
dicating that any of the apostles
suggested it. Perhaps it was a spon-
taneous development arising out o f
the enthusiasm and mutual love o f
the first Christians .

The only reference in the Ne w
Testament to this way of life is
recorded in the 4th, 5th, and 6th
chapters of ,The Book of Acts . I t
is to be assumed that it did not
continue . Regardless of the good in-
tentions of the brethren in their
initiation of - such a plan, they dis-
covered that, due to human selfish-
ness, it led to many difficulties . The

case of Ananias and Sapphire is a
distressing example of this . (Acts
5:1-11) Further difficulties are men-
tioned in chapter 6, verse 1 .

The word fellowship in the New
Testament translates a Greek word
which includes the thought of
"partnership" But apparently the
earlier believers soon learned that
their "partnership in the Gospel"
should be on a much higher level
than a common sharing of their
material possessions . Later, in con-
nection with a problem involving
material food, Paul wrote, "Th e
kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace ,
and joy in the Holy Spirit ."—Rom.
14:17

Jesus said to the rich young man
who asked what he should do to
inherit eternal life that he should
sell all he had and give to the poor .
(Matt. 19 :16-22) Apparently, though,
Jesus did not e have in mind the
communal life practiced by the
early Christians . His thought was
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that to be his disciple one mus t
dedicate his all to the cause, and
look to the Lord for indications of
how it should be used. Those who
are thus fully. devoted to the Lord
place no value on anything : they
possess except in its relation to
divine service . It all belongs to the
Lord.

The important aspects of true
fellowship in the Gospel are spirit-
ual . In this respect the "fellowship
of kindred minds is like to tha t
above ." First, through Jesus, we are
at one with the Heavenly Father
and, through prayer and his Word,
we enjoy fellowship with him. Our
fellowship is also with his Son.—
I John 1 : 3

Those who are at one with the
Father and the Son are at one with
one another, and therefore they
are in a position to enjoy blessed
fellowship together. This is a fel-
lowship in prayer, in the study of
the Word, and in the proclamation
of the Gospel of the kingdom . Pau l
describes our fellowship in the Gos-
pel as "speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord —Eph .
5 :1 9

ACTS 5:124 6
THE apostles wrought "man y

signs and wonders" among the
people. One of these "wonders" was
the destruction of Ananias and
Sapphira, as noted in verses 1-11 .
They also healed the sick, and cas t
out devils . Peter raised Dorcas from
the dead . (Acts 9 :36-42) Their min-
istry was similar to that conducte d
by Jesus, who also healed the sick
and raised the dead .

As it was in the case of Jesus,
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so also with the . : apostles, these
"signs and wonders" attracted the
multitudes . The sick and sufferin g
people of the world always respon d
quickly to evidences that they can
be relieved of pain and have thei r
health restored. This desire fo r
physical healing is not wrong; and
we thank God for the loving pro-
vision he has made, whereby all
who will may be healed during
"the times of restitution of all
things ."—Acts 3:19-2 1

The divine program for the Gos-
pel age, however, has not been on e
of "signs and wonders," of healing
and raising the dead. The apostles
employed these miracles in the be -
ginning, but even in the days of
the Early Church they became less
frequent . Certainly the general en-
thusiasm and excitement recorde d
in today's lesson was not main-
tained; although, on occasions, mir-
acles continued to be performed by
the apostles .

Those in this age who desire to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus are
not promised miraculous healing o f
their physical ailments. Instead,
they are invited to lay down their
lives in sacrifice, to suffer and to
die with Jesus, with the hope of
living and reigning with him in his
kingdom, and to co-operate in the
healing of all mankind .

QUESTIONS
Why did not those of the Early Church

continue their communal life ?
What is Christian fellowship?
When will all mankind be divinely

healed ?
What is the present invitation to Christ' s

followers?

13
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GOLDEN TEXT: "Peter and the apostles answered and said, We ought

to obey God rather than men .":--Acts .5:29

ACTS 5:27-42

HERE should never be a ques-
tion in any Christian's mind

concerning allegiance to God rath-
er than to men . Most of the de-
mends of civil governments can be
obeyed without interfering with ou r
allegiance to God. And the com-
mands of God reach us through
human instrumentalities, such a s
the prophets and apostles of the
Bible . It is therefore necessary to
determine that commands of me n
are contrary to the will of the Lor d
before we refuse to obey them .

In the case of Peter and the othe r
apostles who said, as reported i n
our Golden Text, "We ought to
obey God rather than men," there
was no question that the "men "
they referred to not only did not
speak for God but directed contrary
to his will. These "men" were th e
religious leaders of Israel, and ,
while at one time they sat i n
"Moses' seat," as indicated by Jesus ,
they no longer occupied this hon-
ored position, having lost it because
of their rejection of the Messiah .-
Matt . 23:2

So when these religious leaders
in Israel commanded the apostles

not to teach in the name of Jesus
they were speaking without divine
authority, their command originat -
ing not with God ;but in their ow n
prejudice and hatred. Therefore ,
Peter and the other apostles-saw
no reason why they should' obe y
their persecutors;

Selfish prejudices are often deep-
seated and unreasoning. These re-
ligious leaders, rebuffed by the
courageous rehearsal of their in-
famy, were "cut to the heart, and
took counsel . to slay them." (vs. 33 )
To them this seemed the, only way
to terminate the growing popularity
of the apostles in the eyes of the
general public. It was the, same
viewpoint that led to the death of
Jesus ,

But there was one in the "coun-
ell" who did not share the majority
opinion as to what should be done
with the apostles. This was aPhari-
see named Gamaliel, "a doctor o f
the law," and held in high esteem
among "all the people." Apparentl y
he spoke with some degree of au-
thority in the religious "council :',"
He "commanded" that the apostles
be removed from the immediate
presence of . the council, for he
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wanted to reason with his associates
alone .

Then Gamaliel explained his view -
point. He had not accepted Jesus,
nor had he been convinced that the
apostles were true servants of God .
Apparently, however, he had see n
and heard enough to be willing to
let matters take their course, in the
belief that sooner or later it woul d
be demonstrated whether or not
this new movement that was spring-
ing up so rapidly was of God.

Gamaliel reminded his associates
of various ones, giving their names ,
who, by making wonderful claims ,
had attracted followers to them-
selves . But these men had been de-
stroyed and their followers dis-
persed. Gamaliel reasoned that this
had happened because these men
and their movements were not of
God. So his advice concerning the
apostles was, `Let them alone: for
if this counsel or this work be of
men, it will come to nought : but if
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow
it ; lest haply ye be found even to
fight against God ."—vss. 38, 39

The others agreed with Gamaliel.
Perhaps they had no choice . But
their hearts were not changed. They
refrained only from putting the
apostles to death. Instead they or-
dered them beaten, and again com-
manded them not to teach in the
name of Jesus . Apparently they
wanted to show the authority they
assumed, even though they now
knew that the apostles would no t
obey them.

As for the apostles, we read tha t
"they departed from the presence
of the council, rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer
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shame for his name. (vs . 41) Pete r
and the other apostles knew that
true discipleship implied sharing i n
the sufferings of Christ. This is
true of very footstep follower of
the "Master. Later Paul wrote, "Unto
you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake."—
Phil . 1 :29

Suffering with Christ is one of
the principal witnesses of the Spir-
it that we are the children of God.
(Roma 8 :16.18) The sufferings of
Christ were foretold in the Old
Testament, but many do not realize
that these sufferings were not com-
pleted on Calvary, that they con-
tinue in the experiences of the
footstep followers of Jesus. But
they do. This explains why the
promised kingdom of Christ wa s
not set up in power and great glory
at his first advent. Those who suf-
fer with Christ will reign with him,
and not until all these have proved
their worthiness by suffering, eve n
unto death, and have been raised
from the dead in the first resurrec-
tion, will Messiah's kingdom reign
in power.

. QUESTIONS
Are the commands of men always con-

trary to the will of God ?

How do we know that those who com-
manded the apostles to cease
preaching in the name of Christ di d
not represent God?

Explain the viewpoint of Gamaliel .

Should all Christians expect to suffe r
with Christ?
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 5

",faithful unto Beath "

GOLDEN TEXT: "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life ."—Revelation 2 :10

ACTS 6:8-15; 7:54-60

g5
TEPHEN was one of the seve n
chosen by the church at th e

recommendation of the apostles t o
serve the brethren in connectio n
with their material needs . This was
at the time when the early believers
had all things in common, and it
was essential to have-brethren of
unquestioned integrity supervis e
the distribution of the material
needs of those in their fellowship .—
Acts 6 :1-7

But Stephen, "full of faith [Sinatic
MS ., grace] and power," enlarged
his sphere of activity, and "did
great wonders and miracles among
the people ." This successful activity
by Stephen, as could be expected,
attracted the attention of certain
ones in "the synagogue, which is
called the synagogue of the Liber-
tines ." Jews of Cyrenia, Alexandria,
Cilicia, and Asia were also stirre d
to action against Stephen, and dis-
puted with him.

But, as the record states, they
"were not able to resist the wisdom
and the spirit by which he spake ."
(vs. 10) Then the inevitable hap-
pened—the inevitable, that is, when

prejudice and hatred rule the heart .
Defeated by Stephen's reasoning,
these religious bigots began to
trump up charges .against him by
which, according to their standards ,
they could "prove" that he should
be put to death.

The most convenient charge for
this purpose was "blasphemy,"
which was one of the charge s
brought against Jesus . They found
witnesses willing to bear false testi-
mony concerning the message
Stephen was preaching, and he was
brought to trial before the "coun-
cil," presumably the Jewish San-
hedrin . Stephen was given an op-
portunity to answer the charges,
and he did so with great eloquence .
He made no attempt to defend him -
self, but pointed out to the counci l
that their viewpoint and attitude
were the same as that which influ-
enced the persecutors of all God's
people, referring particularly in
this connection to the prophets.—
Acts 7 :1 :5 3

These plain truths did not make
Stephen's persecutors feel any more
kindly toward him, but the reverse.
They were "cut to the heart, and



they gnashed on him with their
teeth ." (vs . 54) It became evident
that Stephen would be stoned t o
death, but the Lord sustained hi m
by a vision in which he saw "the
heavens opened, and the Son of
Man standing on the right hand of
God."

Not only did the Lord give Ste-
phen the needed spiritual strength
to bear up in the face of this brutal
attack against him, but to do so in
a spirit of sympathy for his attack-
ers . He revealed this sympathy i n
his prayer, "Lord, lay not this sin
to their charge." (vs. 60) To the
extent that these bigots were wilfu l
in their actions, they were punished,
or will be when awakened from the
sleep of death. But so far as Ste-
phen was concerned, he held no
animosity against them. Thus, not
only was Stephen "faithful unt o
death," as our Golden Text states,
but he died with his heart filled
with love toward those who kille d
him.

Stephen has the honor of bein g
referred to as "the first Christian
martyr." His faithful ministry was
brought to a sudden close by the
attack of the enemy, but every foot-
step follower of Jesus who will wi n
the promised "crown of life" must
be faithful unto death. This means
that they must be faithful to the
Lord until they die, and be willing
and ready at all times to stand for
the principles of divine truth an d
righteousness even though it might
lead to sudden death before th e
attack of the enemy, as was the
case with Stephen.

Church history reveals that afte r
the death of the apostles there was
an era in the church's experience

when martyrdom became popular .
Believers sought after it as though
it was the only means of salvation.
Even today there are those who
have what we might call the "mar-
tyr complex." These seek persecu-
tion, doing and saying radical things
in order to be persecuted.

But this is not the true spirit of
the Master. Peter explained that it
is only when we "do well" and suf-
fer for it that we are pleasing to
God . (I Pet. 2 :19-21) We are to be
faithful to the Lord, to the truth
of his Word, to the brethren. And
we are to manifest our faithfulness
in the spirit of patience and love
toward all. If we thus "do well"
and are persecuted, we can rejoic e
and accept our experiences as one
of the witnesses of the Spirit that
we are the children of God.

The record states that after
Stephen had asked God not to lay
the sin of his persecutors to their
charge, he "fell asleep." Stephe n
did not receive his "crown of life "
-the moment he died. It was true
of him, as it was of Paul, that the
"crown of life" was laid up for him
to be given at the time of the "firs t
resurrection."—II Tim. 4 :6-8; Rev.
20 :6

QUESTIONS
To what service was Stephen appointe d

in the church?
What activity led to his death ?
Did Stephen attempt to defend himsel f

when on trial?
How did the Lord give him strength ?
Did Stephen receive the "crown of life "

the moment he died?
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 22

Philip, Milling Etlangelis t

GOLDEN TEXT: "Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you :

as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you."—John 20:21

ACTS 8:4-6, 26-38

THE name Saul first appears in
the Book of Acts in connec-

tion with the stoning of Stephen.
Those -who stoned Stephen, we are
told, "laid down their clothes at a
young man's feet, whose name was
Saul." (ch. 7:58) This Saul became
very active in his opposition to the
followers of Jesus . We read that
"he made havock of the church,
entering into every house, and hal-
ing men and women committed
them to prison ."—ch. 8 : 3

This brought about a great scat-
tering of the brethren, and "they
went everywhere preaching the
Word ." (vs . 4) This reveals the over-
ruling providences of God in a re-
markable way. Perhaps the brethren
would not have gone far from their
homes of their own free choice .
Certainly the persecution that came
upon them was not pleasant, but
it resulted in a much wider witnes s
to the truth than normally woul d
have been attempted. In keeping
with the Golden Text, this is one
manner in which the brethren were
sent out into the world .

Among those scattered by the
persecution was Philip. Philip, like
Stephen, the first Christian martyr,
was one of the seven chosen to
supervise the distribution of the
material needs of the church from
a common treasury, and to wait o n
tables. But when other opportuni-
ties of service opened to him, he
faithfully used them for the fur-
therance of the Gospel. He "went
to the city of Samaria, and preache d
the Gospel unto them . And the
people with one accord gave hee d
unto those things which Philip
spake, hearing and seeing the mir-
acles which he did."—vss. 5, 6

After successfully witnessing in
Samaria, the Lord directed Philip
to another field of service . An an -
gel of the Lord said to him, "Arise ,
and go toward the south unto the
way that goeth down from Jerusa-
lem unto Gaza ; which is desert ."
(vs . 26) Philip followed the instruc-
tions of the angel, "and, behold, a
man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of grea t
authority under Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who had the charge
of all her treasure, : , . had com e
to Jerusalem for to worship ."—vs.
2 7
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Here was a man whom the Lord
saw to be in the proper heart con-
dition to receive the Gospel. He is
described simply as a "man of
Ethiopia." This would indicate tha t
he was not an Israelite by birth .
On the other hand, he had gone to
Jerusalem to worship, which im-
plies that he had accepted the Jew-
ish faith . And not only so, but he
was in earnest about it, as evi-
denced by the fact that even while
journeying back to Ethiopia in hi s
chariot he was reading a portion o f
the Old Testament.

The Holy Spirit indicated to Phil-
ip that he should join the Ethiopian
in the chariot . This brief accoun t
does not indicate just how the Holy
Spirit "spoke" to Philip . The Holy
Spirit is the holy power of God ,
and the Lord has unlimited ways of
exercising his power . One of them
is through the use of his holy an -
gels . Jesus indicated to Peter i n
Gethsemane that the Father coul d
send angels to protect him if he
requested protection.

God used an angel to instruc t
Philip to go to this certain place
on the highway leading to Gaza,
and it is reasonable to conclude
that the Lord again used an angel
to make known to Philip that he
should "join" himself to the chario t
in which the Ethiopian was riding .
This point, of course, is not impor-
tant, except to realize that the Holy
Spirit of God is not a person, but
simply the power of God, exercise d
by him in whatever ways he ma y
choose .

When asked by Philip if he un-
derstood what he was reading, the
Ethiopian replied, "How can I, ex-
cept some man should guide me?"

(vs. 31) He was reading from th e
53rd chapter of Isaiah, that marvel-
ous prophecy concerning the sacri-
ficial death of Jesus as the Redeem-
er and Savior of the world, tha t
particular portion which tells of
Jesus being led as a lamb to the
slaughter. The Ethiopian asked, "Of
whom speaketh the prophet this ?
of himself, or of some other man?"
—vs. 3 4

This was a wonderful opportunity
for Philip to present the truth of
the Gospel, and. he used it wisely .
The Ethiopian grasped the real im-
port of the message, and as they
journeyed they came near to a
pond of water, and he said to Phil-
ip, "What doth hinder me to b e
baptized?"—vs. 36

They must have journeyed to-
gether for some distance for Philip
to have presented such a compre-
hensive outline of the Gospel as t o
include the privilege of baptism in
water, which must be preceded by
immersion into the death of Christ .
Also the Ethiopian was apparently
an apt pupil, and had learned quick-
ly . Philip agreed that there wa s
nothing to hinder baptism, so he
took the Ethiopian down "into the
water," and immersed him .

QUESTIONS
How did God overrule the persecutio n

that came upon the church at th e
hand of Saul?

Who was Philip, and where did he firs t
serve as an evangelist?

How was Philip directed to the chariot
of the Ethiopian ?

What must precede immersion in water?
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2 9

,*aul Confronted by Chriot

GOLDEN TEXT : "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there i s
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must

be saved ."—Acts 4:12

ACTS 9:1-9

^,(T IS always interesting and in-
spiring to review the experience

of Saul of Tarsus on the Damas-
cus road . This conscientious Phari-
see was determined to stamp out
the "heretics" who were followers
of the hated Nazarene, Jesus . Saul
was not using halfway measures t o
accomplish what he thought the
Lord wanted him to do. He was
"breathing out" not only "threaten-
ings," but also "slaughter agains t
the disciples of the Lord," and for
this work he had obtained letters
of authorization from the high
priest .—vss . 1, 2

In Saul we have a vivid exampl e
of the fact that a person can b e
sincere yet terribly wrong . He was
familiar with the Old Testamen t
prophecies pertaining to the coming
of a Messiah, and he believed thos e
prophecies . But he did not believ e
that Jesus was that Messiah . He
considered him to be an impostor
who properly had been crucified ,
and that now his disciples who be-
lieved and taught that Jesus had
been raised from the dead wer e

20.

themselves deceived ,and that their
teachings were detrimental- to the
people of Israel.

Saul was not only sincere in his
erroneous views concerning Jesus
and his disciples. He was also zeal-
ous to the point of being willing to
spend his time and energy to rid
Israel of what he considered to be
a menace . How often people are
sincere even in their belief of
truth, yet indifferent and not in-
terested in exerting themselves to
do anything about it! Yes, Saul had
much which was commendable, but
he had a wrong understanding.

How surprised Saul must have
been when, as he journeyed alon g
the Damascus road, he was sudden-
ly surrounded by a blinding light,
and heard a voice asking, "Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me?"
But he responded quickly with the
question, "Who art thou, Lord?"
Saul seemed to sense that a miracle
was taking place, and that the voice
came from some superhuman
source, as indicated by his use of
the word "Lord . "

But he hardly expected the an-
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swer he received: "I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest." (vs. 5)
This was a most unusual reply . Je-
sus not only identified himself, bu t
at the same time associated himsel f
with his disciples in such a vita l
relationship that persecuting them
was persecuting him. This denotes
more than just a sympathetic rela-
tionship. It is an expression of one
of the profound truths of the di-
vine plan for the recovery of the
human race from sin and death .

The Old Testament prophecies
pertaining to the coming of the
Messiah affirmed that he would es-
tablish a powerful government
which eventually would rule and
bless the whole world . The fact that
Jesus was crucified and did no t
establish a government gave me n
like Saul what they thought to be
a sound reason for disbelieving tha t
Jesus was the Messiah .

But after his resurrection Jesus
made this matter clear to his dis-
ciples . To two of them on the way
to Emmaus he explained from th e
prophecies that it was necessary
that he first suffer and die before
the glory feature of the prophecies
could be fulfilled . (Luke 24 :13-31 )
With explanation, and the enlight-
enment of the Holy Spirit which
they received at Pentecost, the dis-
ciples would understand what Jesus
had meant when he had said tha t
to reign with him in his kingdo m
it would be necessary for theta to
drink of his "cup" and be -aptize d
with his baptism .—Matt. 20:20-23;
Mark 10 :35-40

Thus we find that Peter, whe n
writing about the prophecies whic h
foretold the sufferings of Chris t
and the glory that should follow,

makes it plain that his disciples
share in the fulfilment of thos e
prophecies . (I Pet . 1 :9-11 ; 3 :17, 18 )
Paul likens this suffering and dying
with Christ to a baptism, or burial—
a burial into his death . (Rom. 6 :3-
11) And in I Corinthians 12 :12-14
Paul likens our association with
Jesus to being members of his
body. Thus Jesus could truly say
that the persecution of his body
members was persecution of him-
self .

From these and many other texts
of Scripture it is revealed that the
foretold sufferings of Christ were
not finished on Calvary, but con-
tinue in his disciples . An entire age
in the divine plan has been devote d
to these "better sacrifices," and
that is why Christ's government
has not yet been established . (Heb.
9 :23) The glory of that kingdo m
must wait for the completion of th e
sufferings of Christ .

Our Golden Text emphasizes that
there is no salvation outside o f
Christ . That is true now when the
body members of Christ are bein g
called out from the world, and it
will be true in the kingdom age
when salvation will be offered free-
ly to all mankind . No one will get
eternal life except through Jesus
and his shed blood.

QUESTIONS
From Saul's standpoint, was he justified

in persecuting the disciples of Christ ?
How was it possible for Saul to perse-

cute the risen Lord ?
Can anyone be saved by good works?

(See Golden Text for answer )
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orb *pirit
HE Holy Spirit is referred to
many times in the Bible . In

the King James Version of the
New Testament it is frequentl y
translated "Holy Ghost," but thi s
is an erroneous translation, de -
signed by the translators to imply
that the Spirit of God is a person ,
and thus to bolster the traditional
trinitarian concept of the Father ,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit being
one in person, which is unscrip -
turally called, "The Holy Trinity."

In the Old Testament, "Spirit"
is translated from the Hebre w
word ruwach, which Prof. Strong
defines as "wind." The same He-
brew word is many times trans-
lated breath. In the New Testa-
ment "Spirit" translates the Greek
word pneuma, meaning, according
to Prof. Strong, "breath or cur-
rent of air." Let us not conclude ,
however, that the Holy Spirit of
God is merely wind, or a blas t
of air .

The ancient Hebrew and Greek
languages did not contain specifi c
words for everything, and thi s
was particularly true in express-
ing thoughts pertaining to Go d
and to his mighty works . How-

ever, many words with specifi c
meanings, through use, took o n
accommodated meanings. Thus
ruwach in the Hebrew language ,
and pneuma in thb Greek lan-
guage, because they described th e
invisible power of the wind, came
to mean any invisible force, or
power, and were used to describe
the invisible power of God .

The Spirit of God is, therefore,
the power of God, that invisible
power or energy by which th e
great Creator of the universe ac-
complishes all his purposes. In
Genesis 1 :2 we read, "The Spirit
of God moved upon the face of
the waters." In this text the Spirit
of God is shown to be a creativ e
power, or energy. The Spirit or
power of God is manifested
throughout all creation .

It was the Spirit of God that
transformed this planet from a n
empty, shapeless mass into th e
beautiful earth which it is . In this
work of transformation it was
God's Spirit which set the bounds
of the mighty oceans so that th e
Creator could say, "Hitherto shalt
thou come, but no further: and
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here shall thy proud waves be
stayed."—Job 38 :1 1

It was the Spirit of God, direct-
ed in secret ways and by process-
es known only to the Creator, that
brought- forth life on the earth,
and established laws by whic h
life reproduces itself. Solomon
wrote, "Thou knowest not what
is the way of the Spirit, nor how
the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child : even
so thou knowest not the work s
of God who maketh all . "—Eccles .
11 : 5

God's Spirit is the power of
inanimate as well as animate life.
"Only God can make a tree, "
Joyce Kilmer, the poet wrote.
This highlights the fact that but
for the Spirit of God there would
be no trees, no flowers, no grass ,
no fruit, no vegetables . Scientist s
can put together all the element s
found in a blade of grass, but
they cannot make a blade of
grass, nor can they make it live .

In his sermon on Mars' Hill, th e
Apostle Paul said that God is no t
"far from every one of us." (Act s
17 :27) Certainly the Spirit of God
is manifested all around us—in
the beauty and fragra ce .of the
flowers ; in the loving provision
of food, and in the gorgeous land-
scapes which enrapture us with
their beauty resulting from th e
blending of the myriads of forms
of inanimate life .

God's Spirit in Ma n

MARVELOUS as the various
manifestations of God's Spirit are ,
as seen all around us every day
of our lives, the Bible reveals that
there is a more personal exercis e
of his power in the lives of hi s
human creatures, especially thos e
who serve him . Pharaoh said con-
cerning Joseph, "Can we find
such a one as this, a man in whom
the Spirit of God is?"—Gen . 41 :38

Yes, the "Spirit" of God was
in Joseph. In this instance God
used his power, first to impress
the two dreams upon the min d
of Pharaoh, and then to reveal
to Joseph their prophetic mean-
ing. But how could that be done ?
some may ask . The simple answer
is that we do not know, just a s
we do not know how God makes
a tree. Surely the mighty power
that hangs the earth and all heav-
enly bodies in the universe upon
nothing, that gives life to every
living thing, would have no diffi-
culty impressing certain thoughts
upon the mind of one of his
creatures, and giving another th e
ability to interpret those thoughts .

Another and different manifes-
tation of God's power is men-
tioned in connection with his
dealings with Israel during the
period of the judges, in which th e
nation had no central govern-
ment . The lack of organization
made them easy prey to their
enemies . When they became op-
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pressed, and destruction threat-
ened, the Lord intervened. He
did this by raising up a leader,
or a "judge," whom he blessed
in dispelling Israel's enemies . The
record is that the Lord put hi s
"Spirit" on these, meanin g
simply, that he empowered the m
to accomplish his purposes . See
Judges 3:10; 6 :34; 11 :29; 13:25 ;
and 14 :6 .

"By My Spirit '

WHEN Zerubbabel was rebuild-
ing the temple of God in Jerusa
lem, and encountering much op-
position, the Word of the Lord
came to him through an angel,
saying, "Not by might, [margin ,
`army'], nor by power, but b y
my Spirit, saith the Lord." (Zech.
4 :6) This is true of every aspect
of our existence, if we are en-
deavoring to serve the Lord, and
are looking to him for guidance
andh p. His Spirit, when enlist-
ed on behalf of his people, can
overcome every obstacle in order
to accomplish his design in thei r
lives.

In Matthew 12 :23 Jesus indi-
cates that his mighty miracles
were accomplished by the Spiri t
of God. He shows that this will
be true of all the blessings which
will reach the people when th e
"kingdom of God" is functioning
in the earth. Thus, again, we are
assured that the promises of God
concerning the healing of th e
sick and the raising of the dead
are sure to be fulfilled. His Spirit

will allow no defeat of the divine
purpose .

God's Spirit Everywhere
SOME mistakenly speak of the

omnipresence of God, meanin g
that he is present everywhere at
the same time. This tends to d o
away with the personality of the
Creator . However, God's Spirit ,
his power, IS everywhere present ,
and all the time. There is no situ-
ation in the whole universe over
which God does not have full con -
trol, or could hot instantly take
control . David wrote,

"Such knowledge is too wonder-
ful for me; it is high, I cannot
attain unto it . Whither shall I go
from thy Spirit? or whither shall
I flee from thy presence? If I
ascend up into heaven, thou art
there : if I make my bed in hell ,
behold, thou art there . If I take
the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of
the sea ; even there shall thy hand
lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me."—Ps . 139 :6-1 0

"Sheol" is the Hebrew word in
this text which is translated
"hell. " It signifies the state o f
death, the tomb, and David is ex-
pressing his confidence that even
in death he would not be beyond
the reach of divine power . It i s
David's poetic way of affirmin g
his faith in the promises of Go d
to restore the dead to life. It
means that God's Spirit, his al -
mighty power, will reach down
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into death and restore the dead
to life . This was confirmed by th e
resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead by the power of the
Heavenly Father . As David fore -
told, God did not leave Jesus '
soul, his being, in "hell," or sheol .
—Ps. 16:10; Acts 2 :27, 28, 32 ;
Eph . 1:19, 20

How wonderful it is to realiz e
that the Spirit of God whic h
moved upon the face of the wa-
ters, and prepared the earth fo r
life, will again manifest itself in
restoring the dead to life, and in
restoring paradise! Yes, God's
Spirit will be exercised to provid e
blessings of health and life fo r
all mankind . Then God's huma n
creatures will join in the song of
praise first sung by David, " 0
Lord, how manifold are thy works !
in wisdom hast thou made them
all : the earth is full of thy rich-
es."—Ps . 104 :24

The Spirit of Truth
ANOTHER manner by which

the Holy Spirit, or power of God,
is exercised is through its influ-
ence over the lives of those whom
he calls into his service, particu-
larly during this Gospel age . We
all recognize the, power o f
thought. The life o each one of
us is controlled b thoughts—
either our own, or the thoughts
of others which we allow to in-
fluence us.

Shortly before Jesus was cru-
cified he promised the disciple s
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that he would send them the Holy
Spirit, which he referred to as
"the Spirit of truth." (John 14 :16,
17, 26 ; 15:26) He explained that
the Holy Spirit would proceed
from the Father. This promise
was fulfilled at Pentecost . At that
time Peter said that Jesus, "hav-
ing received of the Father th e
promise of the Holy Spirit, he
hath shed forth this, which ye
now see and hear."—Acts 2 :33

The Holy Spirit, as testified b y
Peter, was "shed forth." Here th e
translators did not translat e
pneuma by the word "Ghost ." I f
they had, their folly would have
been exposed, for it is manifest
that a person could not be "shed
forth." But a power can, and it
was divine power, the "Holy Spir-
it of truth," which came upon th e
waiting disciples at Pentecost .

At Pentecost there were out-
ward manifestations of divine
power, such as the mighty rush-
ing wind, and the "cloven tongues
like as of fire," which rested
"upon each" of the disciples.
However, its principal work was
the enlightenment of the minds
of the apostles, and the assurance
this revelation gave to them that .
Jesus truly was the Messiah, an d
that his death and resurrection
had been foretold by the Old Tes-
tament prophets .—Acts 2 :22-23

When Jesus promised to sen d
the Holy Spirit he said it woul d
be a "Comforter" to his disciples .
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And how true this proved to be !
When the Master was taken fro m
his disciples they were made' sad
of heart . They knew that the God
of Israel had promised to, send a
Messiah through the line of Da-
vid, and that this great King was
to establish a kingdom, or govern-
ment, which eventually would ex-
ert world-wide influence and con-
trol . They believed that Jesus wa s
this great King, and they believe d
that in associating themselve s
with him they would have a share
in his kingdom . With Jesus' death
this hope was shattered .

It was the coming of the Hol y
Spirit, and its revealing influenc e
upon their minds, that renewed
their hopes. Thereby they were
caused to realize that Jesus was
indeed the Messiah, and that his
death was not a tragedy but a
necessary part of the divine plan
of salvation that was being ac-
complished through him. What a
comfort t

	

was to them !
The disciples now knew tha t

in his resurrection Jesus had
been exalted to a height of glory
beyond the comprehension of
their finite minds, and that if
they became conformed to his
character likeness they would, in

Things to Com e

JESUS had said that when the
Holy Spirit of truth came to the
disciples it would show them
"things to come," and it did . Now
they knew that the messianic
kingdom of promise was not du e
to be established until ,Christ' s
return. Shortly after Pentecost ,
Peter preached a sermon in whic h
he referred to Christ's return . He
explained that then there would
be "times of restitution of al l
things," which, he declared, ha d
been "spoken by the mouth of
all his [God's] holy prophets, since
the world began ."—Acts 3 :19-2 1

Through the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit, the apostles wer e
able to realize the meaning of th e
Old Testament promises of God
pertaining to the messianic king-
dom, and the blessings it would
assure the people—"all the fami-
lies of the earth." They now knew
that the promise that death would
be swallowed up in "victory" was
to be fulfilled through Christ' s
kingdom, after he returned. They
knew that it would be then tha t
the blind eyes would be opened ,
and the deaf ears unstopped. They
knew that the promise concern -

God's due time, share the glory ing the building of houses an d
of his kingdom, and the glory of the planting of vineyards, be-
his exalted position on the throne longed to the time of the king-
of God. How wonderfully they „dom, the "times of restitution of
were comforted by the Holy Spar ---- all things."—Isa . 25 :6-9 ; 35:5; 65 :
it!
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Heavenly Hopes

THE outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost resulted in an
appreciation of the heavenly
hopes set before the footstep fol-
lowers of Jesus by the promises
of God, and what these hopes
would accomplish in their lives .
There are a number of expres-
sions used in the Bible to de-
scribe the work of the Holy Spirit
in the hearts and lives of Chris-
tians . One of these is "born."

This is an expression which
suggests the coming into exist-
ence of a new life, and this is one
of the things accomplished by the
power of God's promises, hi s
thoughts, the Holy Spirit. To Nic-
odemus Jesus explained that thi s
new life, when it comes fully t o
birth, will be vastly different than
human life . To illustrate this dif-
ference, Jesus said, "The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and tho u
hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh ,
and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit ."—
John 3 :8

The word used in the ancient
Greek manuscripts of the New
Testament, and translated "born"
in our English versions, at times
is also correctly translated "be -
gotten," and it is necessary to de-
termine from the context whic h
thought is intended by the writer .
By observing this distinction, w e
learn that it is not correct to

speak.' of conversion to Christ a s
being "born of the Spirit. "

When one comes to God in re-
pentance of mind and heart, and
through faith in Christ as his Re-
deemer surrenders himself in ful l
consecration to do God's will ,
what occurs is properly describe d
as a "begetting" of the Spirit .
This means, simply, that a new
life has begun . But this new life
is merely an embryo. It needs to
be nourished by the Word of God ,
and thus to develop, growin g
strong in the Lord and in the
power of his might.

It is not until the resurrection
that this new life comes to the
birth. Not until then is one trul y
born of the Spirit . It is in the
resurrection that the new life
which begins at the time one ded-
icates his life to follow in th e
footsteps of Jesus, is born of the
Spirit and is able to go and come
as the wind. Thus we see that t o
note this difference in the use o f
the words "begotten" and "born "
gives us a much more comprehen-
sive understanding of what th e
power or spirit of God, exercised
through his written Word, accom-
plishes on behalf of the conse-
crated followers of the Master.

Baptism of the Spiri t

THE Bible also speaks of th e
"baptism" of the Spirit . The word
"baptize" means to bury, and to
be baptized by the Spirit of God
means to be so fully surrendered
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to the doing of God's will that
one comes fully under its control.
From God's standpoint tha whol e
church was baptized by the Spiri t
at Pentecost, and since that time
it has remained only for the indi-
vidual to yield his will to the in-
fluence of the divine will, as it i s
expressed through Christ Jesus t o
share in that baptism. The Bible
does not indicate that there is a
fresh outpouring of the Spirit
upon every individual who con-
secrates himself to do God's will
The Apostle Paul wrote, "For by
one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body." For the individual ,
this baptism occurs when one
comes into the body of Christ—
I Cor. 12 :1 3

Filled with the Spiri t

THE Apostle Paul wrote, "B e
ye filled with the Spirit." (Eph .
5 :18) How void of meaning this
expression would be if the Holy
Spirit were a person! But when
we recoghize that it is simply the
power, or influence, of God, ex-
ercised in the Christian life large-
ly through his written Word, then
we can understand how it is pos-
sible to have either more or les s
of the Spirit influencing our
lives. To be filled with the Spirit
calls for an emptying of self and
self-will, and a diligent applica-
tion of ourselves to the study of
God's Word, and to putting into
practice all its righteous precepts .

The Bible also speaks of being
"sealed" by the Spirit, and of hav-
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ing the "witness" of the Spirit .
These expressions indicate stil l
c .her ways by which the grac e
of God through Christ and the
written Word fills our hearts and
minds, not only with an under -
standing of the divine will, but
with the inspiration to follow
faithfully in the footsteps of the
Master even unto death that we
might receive the promise d
"crown of life ."—Rev. 2 :10

Upon All Flesh

THE Prophet Joel foretold the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, and added, "It tliall
come to pass afterward, that I
will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh." (Joel 2 :28) It would be dif-
ficult to think of an individual,
or person, such as traditio n
claims the Holy Spirit to be, as
being poured out. But this ex-
pression is quite understandable
when we recognize that the Hol y
Spirit is God's power, or influ-
ence, a power which he exercises
to accomplish all his good and
holy purposes .

God's Spirit will be poured out
in various ways for the blessing
of mankind throughout the thou-
sand years of Christ's kingdom .
He will cause the knowledge of
his glory to fill the whole earth
as the waters cover the sea . (Isa .
11 :9; 40:5) In Zephaniah 3 :9 we
are informed that the Lord wil l
turn to the people a "pure lan-
guage," or message, and that thi s
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will enable all to call upon him
and serve him "with one con-
sent .

" In Micah 4 :1-4 we are again
assured that the "Word of the
Lord" will be diffused throughout
the earth during the time of
Christ's kingdom, which in this
prophecy is symbolized by a
"mountain," the "mountain of the
house of the Lord ." "The law
shall go forth of Zion," the proph -
ecy states, "and the Word of the
Lord from Jerusalem." As a re-
sult of this, the nations will bea t
their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks,
and they will learn war no more .

Satan's spirit of selfishness and
evil has led to war and various
other manifestations of inhumani-
ty, but God's Holy Spirit of love,
poured out upon the people by
means of the "Word" of truth
which will then be disseminated,
will gradually change the heart s
of the people . This is described
in Jeremiah 31 :31-34 as the writ-
ing of God's law in the inward
parts of the people .

And when the work to be ac-
complished by this future out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit is com-
plete, "all the families of the
earth" will know the Lord, and
so completely that it will no long-
er be necessary for anyone to sa y
to another, "Know the Lord," for
all shall know him from the leas t
even unto the greatest .

The Dead Awakened

JESUS explained to his dis-
ciples that the sickness and death
of Lazarus was for the glory of
God, referring to the glory of God
that would be manifested in the
awakening of Lazarus from the
sleep of death. And how wonder -
fully the glory of God will be
manifested throughout the earth
as all who are asleep in death
are, by the Holy Spirit, or power
of God, restored to life .—Acts
24 :15

Since the resurrection will be
taking place in every part of th e
earth, the glory of the Lord will
thus be seen by the people of
every continent and isle of th e
sea. The miracle-working power
of the Creator as seen in the res-
urrection, together with the dif-
fusion of his "Word," the "pure
language" of Zephaniah 3:9 will
cause the whole world to rejoic e
in the God of their salvation, and
they will say, "Lo, this is our
God; we have waited for him"—
Isa . 25 :6-9

Surely we can rejoice to realize
that the glory of God will thus be
revealed by the Holy Spirit, an d
through his Son, Christ Jesus ,
who, as the mighty "Arm" of
Jehovah will also be glorified as
he is seen by "the eyes of all na-
tions; and all the ends of th e
earth . . . see the salvation of our
God."—Isa . 52 :1 0
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE1

The. -New Song
"0 sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath done marvelous
things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him th e

victory."-Psalm 98: 1

S
INGING has its origin in re-
mote history . It is more than

a modulation of voices, for ther e
is singing which is prophetic ,
poetic, or victorious singing that
comes from the heart, which is
pleasing and acceptable to the
Lord. Paul wrote, "Let the wor d
of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom ; teaching and admon-
ishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
ing with grace in your hearts t o
the Lord."—Col . 3 :16; Eph. 5 :1 9

Jesus also sang to God, hi s
Father, as recorded in the Gospe l
of Matthew. This was on the oc-
casion of his celebrating the pass -
over together with his disciples .
We read, "When they had sun g
an hymn, they went out into th e
mount of Olives ." (Matt. 26 :30)
The Scriptures tell us of differen t
songs : "the song of joy"; "the
song of Moses" ; the song of rep-
robation against Satan; "the song
of the Lamb," and the song tha t
no one could sing but the 144,000 .

30

The Song of Joy, ,' -

DOUBTLESS the first to sin g
praises to the Creator were- the
angels, when they saw God's
work of creation completed. To
their eyes the creation of an in -
finite number of stars and plan-
ets in the celestial space, all i n
perfect order and harmony, gav e
them reason to praise the Eter-
nal One, and to sing a song of
unspeakable joy .

The Eternal One, speaking t o
Job, said, "Where wast thou whe n
I laid the foundations of th e
earth? declare, if thou hast un-
derstanding. Who hath laid th e
measures thereof, if thou know-
est? or who hath stretched the
line upon it? Whereupon are the
foundations thereof fastened? o r
who laid the cornerstone thereof ;
when the morning stars sang to-
gether, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?"—Job 38 :4-7

It is obvious that these sons o f
God were not human beings, be -
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cause man, at that time, was not
yet created. They were the an-
gels, . and among them were ° the
morning stars, the Logos and Lu-
cifer. This was before Lucifer' s
outward rebellion against hi s
Creator.

The Logos, Jesus Christ, in hi s
prehuman state, was the begin-
ning of God's creation, the first-
born of all creatures, and wa s
known as the bright morning star .
(Col. 1 :15, 16) "I Jesus have sent
mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches . "
(Rev. 22 :16) "I will give him th e
morning star."--Rev. 2 :28

The Apostle Peter wrote to the
early church, "We have also ' a
more sure word of prophecy ;
whereunto ye dowell that ye tak e
heed, as unto- a light that shin-
ethina dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts." (II Pet . 1 :19) It is
exactly at the beginning of that
day,, . the millennial day, that th e
morning star, -.Jesus Christ, did
arise in the hearts of the tru e
believers, as a forerunner of the
morning of the glorious day of
resurrection and of healing for
all mankind who will be obedient
to the just laws of the messiani c
kingdom.

The other morning star, Luci-
fer, by rebellion became Satan ,
Adversary, Devil (calumniator) ,
serpent (seducer) . Being proud ,
he wanted - to rise above the
clouds and the stars (angels) to
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be like the most High, but he
shall be destroyed.

Speaking of him, the Prophet
Isaiah says, "How art thou fallen
from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of
the morning! how art thou cu t
down to the ground, which dids t
weaken the nations! For tho u
hast said in thine heart, I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt
my throne above the stars of God :
I will sit also upon the mount
of the congregation, in the sides
of the north . I will ascend above
the heights of the clouds ; I will
be like the most High. Yet thou
shalt be brought down to hell, t o
the sides of the pit. "—Isa. 14 :12-
1 5

The Song of,Moses ..,
THE Israelites moved int o

Egypt, where for no fault of their
own they were afflicted and put
in slavery, serving the Egyptians
until God freed them =through
Moses . In Egypt God performed
great miracles, and he becam e
known to the Egyptians through
the severities of his judgments .
Then God freed the Israelites
from their hard and long slavery,
causing them to pass through the
Red Sea with dry feet .' This was .
accomplished by miraculously
holding the water back with a
strong wind . Israel passed throug h
and was freed, while the Egyp-
tian army that followed perishe d
in the waters that closed in o n
them.

(Continued on page 34.)
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Informative and Devotiona l

God's Promises Come True—For children .
Contains forty-eight Bible stories, illus .
trated' and is cloth bound . Price $2.00 .
"The Book of Books"—Explains the for-
mat and general themes of the Bible ,
tracing the themes from book to book .
Three hundred and twenty pages, cloth
bound, $1 .00.
Daily Heavenly Manna—A Bible text and
comment for each day In the year, to-
gether with ruled pages for birthday
records. Bound in durable waterproof
cloth, $1 .00.
Hope—Prepared specially for mailing t o
relatives of the deceased. With envel-
o pes, 12 for 25 cents.

"Behold Your King"—This timely 152
page, cloth bound publication deals with
the prophecies pertaining to Christ's re-
turn, his second presence, and the es-
tablishment and work of his kingdom .
Price 50 cents.

Tabernacle Shadows of the Better Sao-
rifices—Presents the typical significance
of the various sacrificial services of the
tabernacle in the wilderness, Cloth
bound, SO cents.

Hymns of Dawn-Contains more than 350
choke hymns, most of them well -known .
With music, $1 .00) words only, 25 cents.

TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .00
Israel in History and Prophecy--64
pages—Reveals the prophetic significanc e
of the present rebuilding of Palestine.

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—6 4
pages—Shows that the reign of Chris t
is for the blessing of "all the familie s
of the earth."

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveal s
manner nd purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation-Refutes the theory that
the "ten lost tribes of Israel" are the
kingdom people of the Bible.

	

-

God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
of God's plan of salvation together with
an examination of many prophecies.

The Truth About Hell—64 pages— Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .
The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Show s
the love of God in his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race.
Creation—112 page—Examines the Gen-
esis account of creation .
Hope Beyond the Draw-96 pages—
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, and
paradise .

God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outlin e
of the divine plan of salvation, Illustrated
by charts.
When a Man Dles—48 pages— Answers
the question, Where are the dead? ,

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .00
These publications contain 32 pages .

Armageddon, Then World Peas—Dis.
cusses prophecies relating to our day,
showing the manner to which God's han d
is in the affairs of men.

Reincarnation Versos Rewrrectien- $Bows

that the dead will return In the resur-
rection, not as other people, but as
themselves, and will know one another.
Your Adversary the Devil—Answers th e
questions, Who is the Devil, and Wh o
created him?

(List continues on page 33)
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The Light of the World—identifier th e
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus.
The Church-Identifies the true church,
and explains how to become a member .
Born of the Spirit—Shows the difference
between Spirit begetting and Spirit birth.
What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God's Holy
prophets .
The Blood of Atonement—Shows tha t
there is no salvation outside of Christ.
The Day of Judgment—Presents hope for
the unsaved dead.

Divine Healing—Gives assurance that
eventually all the sick will be healed.

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead?

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portrait of
the character and work of Jesus.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayer?—A comforting
and reassuring presentation.

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals the
"silver lining" to present dark "clouds ."

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
GERMAN : The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand, The New Creation;
Tabernacle Shadows, Daily Heavenly
Manna ; "Behold Your King"-504. Go d
and Reason; Spiritualism; When a Man
Dies; Chosen People ; Our Lord's Return ;
The Grace of Jehovah—104. What Can
a Man Believe? ; Armageddon; Light of
the World; Jesus, the World's Savior—
5 cents. Hymns of Dawn, with music,
$1 .00; without music, 25 cents
ITALIAN: The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand ; Daily Heavenly
Manna—504. Hymn Book, cloth, $1 .00,
flexible, 500. God and Reason ; Our
Lord's Return; God's Plan; When a Ma n
Dies—104; The Church— cents.
FRENCH : Divine Plan of the Ages, "Be -
hold Your King" ; Daily Heavenly Man-
na—504. God and Reason, God's Plan;
God's Remedy; Our Lord's Return; Jesus,
the World's Savior; Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; When a Man Dies—104.
LITHUANIAN : "Behold Your King"—254 .
Daily Heavenly Manna-504 . Spiritualism;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—SC.

GREEK: The Divine Plan of the Ages;
The Time Is at Hand—500 ."Behold Your
King"—254. Hymns of Dawn, without
music—25* . God and Reason, Hope Be-
yond the Grave; Creation—104.

DANISH : God and Reason—104. Hope—
50 . Manna—SO cents . It Shall Come to
Pass—104.

POLISH : The Divine Plan of the Ages—
cloth, $1 .00, paper 504. Daily Heavenly
Manna—$1 .00. "Behold Your King"—504.
God's Kingdom—104.
ROUMANIAN : Christ's Thousand Year
Kingdom, Where Are the Dead?—100 .
HUNGARIAN : Chosen People—104. Arma-
geddon, What Can a Man Believe?-54 .
HEBREW: God's Plan In Brief—754.
SLOVAK: God's Kingdom; The Day of
Jehovah—50.
FINNISH: Grace of Jehovah—104 .
SPANISH: The Divine Plan of the Ages,
500. Hope Beyond the Grave—10 cis .

SWEDISH : God and Reason—104. Arma-
geddon, Then World Peace—54 .
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(Continued from page 31 .)
When beyond the Red Sea, fol-

lowing the liberation, Moses com-
posed a glorious hymn of praise
to their Savior, God, and he sang
it together with his people, whil e
the Egyptians were being drowned
in the waters . From the stand-
point of Moses, it might be called,
"the song of liberation ." "Pha-
raoh's chariots and his host hath
he cast into the sea : his chosen
captains also drowned in the Red
sea. The depths have covered
them: they sank into the bottom
as a stone."—Exod. 15:4, 5

The Song of Reprobation

continual stroke, he that rule d
the nations in anger, is persecut-
ed, and none hindereth. The
whole earth is- at rest, and is°
quiet : they break forth into sing-
ing." (Isa . 14:4-7) This prophecy
was fulfilled against the king of
Babylon, over which Israel re-
joiced, yet it remains a prophecy
against Satan, at the fulfilmen t
of which all the earth will re-
joice .

The Song of the Lam b
IN A prophetic psalm, from the

sons of Korah, there is a proph-
ecy saying that when God mill
reign over all the earth, all man-
kind will sing a hymn to him.
"God is the King of all the earth :
sing ye praises with understand-
ing. God reigneth over the hea-
then: God sitteth.upon the thron e
of his holiness."—Ps. 47 :7, 8

An invitation to sing to the
Lord is found in Psalm 33 :3, 4:
"Sing unto him a new song ; play
skillfully with a loud noise. For
the word of the Lord is ,right ;
and all his works are done in
truth." It seems reasonable to
think that this hymn will be
raised to God by the true church
at the completion of the mystery
of God hidden for the many cen-
turies and ages past. She will be
the tabernacle of God, the meet-
ing place between God and men .

The church sings today tha t
melodious new song that non e
other can learn and sing except

AFTER the Israelites were
freed from Egypt and entered th e
land that God had promised t o
their forefathers Abraham, Isaac ,
and Jacob, they were favored by
God until they became rebellious ,
for which God punished them a t
the hands of the Midianites and
Philistines . Later, they were take n
as `sla_ es to Babylon where the y
were held for seventy years ,
known as the years of their cap-
tivity. However, the Lord cause d
different prophets to write agains t
the king of Babylon . Isaiah wrote
a song of reprobation against the
king, saying: "Thou shalt take up
this proverb against the king of
Babylon, and say, How hath th e
oppressor ceased! the golden city
ceased! The Lord hath broken th e
staff of the `wicked, and th e
sceptre of the rulers . He who
smote the people in wrath with a the 144,000 : "Let the saints b e
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joyful in glory : let them sing
aloud upon their beds. Let the
high praises of God be in their
mouth, and a twoedged sword in
their hand; to execute vengeanc e
upon the heathen, and punish-
ments upon the people; to bind
their kings with chains, and their
nobles with fetters of iron ; to ex-
ecute upon them the judgment
written: this honor have all his
saints."-Ps. 149 :5- 9

It is worth noticing the fac t
that a similar prophecy is found
in the Book of Revelation in the
words of Jesus. It is a promise to
his followers of the Gospel age :
"He that overcometh, and keep-
eth my works unto the end, to
him will I give power over the na-
tions : and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron; as the vessels of
a potter shall they be broken t o
shivers : even as I received of my
Father ."—Rev . 2 :26, 27

The Israelites had a typica l
priesthood, and in the temple
they sang praises to the Eternal
One. In that typical temple th e
singers were singing hymns t o
the Lord, magnifying his holy
and glorious name . "And these
are they whom David set ove r
the service of song in the hous e
of the Lord, after that the ark had
rest . And they ministered before
the dwelling place of the taber-
nacle of the congregation with
singing, until Solomon had buil t
the house of the Lord in Jerusa-
lem: and then , they waited on

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

their office according to their or-
der."—I Chron. 6:31, 32

But now in the spiritual temple ,
consisting of the elect class, th e
singers of the Lord are the "royal
priesthood," according to the or-
der of Melchisedec. It is not a
priesthood contaminated by th e
politics of this world, but a hol y
priesthood that walks in the foot-
steps of the Master, that give s
itself in living sacrifice as thei r
High Priest did, who was holy,
immaculate and separated from
sinners . The Apostle Peter write s
to the Christians, "Ye also, a s
lively stones, are built up a spirit-
ual house, an holy priesthood, t o
offer up sacrifices, acceptable t o
God by Jesus Christ."—I Pet. 2: 5

In Revelation is found a great
and wonderful scene . In it John
saw those that obtained the vic-
tory over the beast and his image
standing on a sea of glass, with
harps of God, and they were sing-
ing the song of Moses, the serv-
ant of God, and the song of the
Lamb. (Rev. 15:1-4) Doubtless
these victorious personages are
the true church, the wife of the
Lamb who, through the blood o f
Jesus, and by the work of witness-
ing, have overcome the beast and
his image, and are singing the
song of victory over antitypical
Pharaoh and Egypt.

They are singing from the
heart, and with grace, the swee t
and melodious song of the Lamb.
This is the song of the great vie-
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tory of Christ who, by giving him-
self for the sins of the world,
purchased the world; and through
him and with him they are win-
ning the victory. The elected one s
are seen by John in the vision a s
standing on a sea mixed of glass
and fire .

The New Song
THE "new song" which is raised

to the honor of the Eternal On e
is sung only by the 144,000 re-
deemed from the earth, who "fol-
low the Lamb whithersoever h e
goeth." No others could learn th e
song. The number 144,000 could
not be increased.—Rev. 14 :1- 5

The new song is also presented
in Revelation 5, but this time t o
the honor of the Lamb, who has
received the book from the han d
of him who was sitting on th e
throne of glory . The book was
sealed with seven seals, and thi s
was the song: "Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open th e
seals thereof : for thou wast slain,
and hast redeemed us to God b y
thy Mood out of every kindred,
and tongue and people, and na-
tion; and hast made us unto our
God kings and priests : and we
shall reign on the earth." (Rev .
5 :9, 10) These were bought with
the blood of the Lamb, and se-
lected to reign together with
Christ on the earth for the bless-
ing and restoration of all the na-
tions, as God promised Abraham .

Then the 144,000 under their
Head, Christ, and all the creation ,
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will praise the Lord and Creato r
of all things . We read, "And every
creature which is in heaven, an d
on the earth, and such as are in
the sea, and all that are in them,
heard I saying, Blessing, and hon-
or, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb forever and
ever."—Rev . 5 :13

The Apostle Paul, in his letter
to the Romans, said: "For the
earnest expectation of the crea-
ture waiteth for the manifesta-
tion of the sons of,God . For the
creature was made subject to
vanity, not willingly, but by rea -
son of him who hath subjecte d
the same in hope, because the
creature itself also shall be de-
livered from the bondage of cor-
ruption into the glorious libert y
of the children of God."-Rom .
8 :19-2 1

The choir of voices that joins
in the jubilation of. praise to God ,
singing the new song, had its be-
ginning soon after the seventh
angel started to blow the seventh
trumpet, and when "the kingdoms
of this world" become the king-
dom of our Lord, and of his
Christ ; and he shall reign forever
and ever.—Rev. 11 :1 5

The Apostle Paul also wrot e
that the mystery of God is Christ
the Head and the church, his
body . (Col. 2 :2 ; Eph . 1:22, 23; Col .
1 :18) This is the elect class, the
Lamb's wife, the number of whic h
is 144,000, the singers of the new
song that no others can sing.
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The Light
of God's

Countenance

"God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hat h
shined in our hearts, to give th e
light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesu s
Christ."—11 Corinthians 4:6

D
ARKNESS is used in the Scriptures to symbolize ignorance o f
and alienation from God, and all that this implies of sin, suf-

fering, and death . Light on the other hand, symbolizes a knowl-
edge of and harmony with God, a state in which the Creator de-
lights to bestow his favor and blessing, which, in turn, results i n
peace, joy, and life. Because of sin, the human race was cast off
from God's favor, but not forever. David wrote, "His anger en-
dureth but a moment ; in his favor is life : weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning . And in my prosperit y
I said, I shall never be moved . Lord, by thy favor thou hast made
my mountain to stand strong : thou didst hide thy face and I wa s
troubled ."—Ps. 30 :5-7

In this passage David uses an additional symbol—the "face"
of the Lord—saying that when the Lord hid his face he was "trou -
bled ." Associating these symbols we could say that when th e
Lord hides his "face" there is "darkness," and when he shows hi s
face there is "light." When there is "darkness there is fear an d
unhappiness ; when there is "light" there is assurance and joy. In
a prophecy concerning the casting off of natural Israel, the Lor d
said, "I will show them the back, and not the face, in the day of
their calamity."—Jer. 18:1 7

Moses said to Israel, "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the
Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee :
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace . "
(Num. 6 :24-26) In the expression, "make his face shine upo n
thee," the "face" and "light" symbolisms are combined . Even to-



day we speak of one's face "beaming ." A person's facial expres-
sion usually reveals very clearly whether he is pleased or angry .

"Seek Ye . My Face"
DAVID wrote, "When thou saidst, Seek ye my face ; my heart

said unto thee, thy face, Lord, will I seek, Hide not thy face far
from me; put not thy servant away in anger : thou hast been my
help; leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God of my salvation . "
(Ps . 27:8, 9) While David is expressing his own-desire to . be in
harmony with his Creator, the great God of Israel, and to enjo y
his blessings, he is also expressing the heart sentiments of all wh o
love the Lord.

Our first parents, created in the image of God, -must have loved
their Creator, and they were blessed with his favor and fellow-
ship. But when they transgressed God's law he withdrew his fa-
vor from them . He showed them his "back" instead of his "face . "
We read that after they had sinned they "heard the voice of the
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God . "

The fact that our first parents recognized the . "voice" . of the
Lord indicates that this was not the first time they had heard it .
It is not important for us to know the manner in which the Crea-
tor communicated with this perfect human pair whom he had
created in his image . However it was done, Adam and Eve must
have greatly rejoiced in the privilege of fellowship with him .
But now it was different . Knowing that they had sinned, the
("voice" of God struck fear into their hearts . No longer did they
enjoy the light of his countenance .

Actually, God did continue to love his human creatures, bu t
they could not be permitted to continue living in a state of alien-
ation from him. Justice demanded that the foretold sentence o f
death be imposed upon them. A ray of hope was given in the
statement that the "seed" of the woman would "bruise" the "ser-
pent's" head. This faint ray of light in an otherwise "dark" situ-
ation has since, by the unfolding plan of God for the redemption
and recovery of the world from sin and death, continued to b e
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made brighter. Indeed, it has served to illuminate the pathway
and cheer the hearts of all, in every age, who have seen its shin-
ing rays and recognized it as emanating from the "face" of th e
Lord :

. In the case of all these, however, there was the necessity of
seeking the Lord. On Mars' hill Paul spoke of those who "see k
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, thoug h
he be not far from every one of us ." (Acts 17:27) Man, in his orig-
inal perfection, was endowed with the desire to know and to wor-
ship his Creator. While this quality became relegated to a second-
ary place in the lives of the vast majority of the fallen race, an d
with many has been almost completely effaced by sin and selfish-
ness, it persisted as a potent factor in the hearts of some in every
generation.

It has been upon as many of these as the Lord has elected to
use in the outworking of his plan that he has caused the light o f
his countenance to shine . Abel was illuminated sufficiently with
this "light" to enable him to offer a "more excellent sacrifice "
than Cain. (Heb. 11 :4) It enabled Enoch to "walk with God." (Gen .
5:24) The `"light" of the Lord's countenance shining upon Abra-
ham enabled him to look down through the centuries and see the
day of Christ, and rejoice in it .—John 8 :56

Moses also was blessed by the fact that the Lord "beamed "
upon him with the "light" of his "countenance ." Laying hold by
faith upon the significance of what he saw, Moses was given
strength to turn aside from all the advantages that were offere d
him in the court of Pharaoh, "choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riche s
than the treasures of Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom-
pense of the reward. Heb. 11:25, 26

ALL THE ancient worthies similarly rejoiced in the light o f
God's countenance, as by faith they laid hold upon the messianic
promises which were recorded by one after another of the hol y
prophets . All they had, however, were the promises, promises



which revealed that the time would come when through a "seed, "
a "Wonderful Counsellor," an "everlasting Father," The Princ e
of Peace," Jehovah would again show his face to his whole human
creation; that his "anger" would be turned away, and his favor
manifested . (Isa . 9 :6, 7) They continued to believe and to rejoic e
in these promises, and finally, in "due time," Christ, the promise d
Messiah, came . Promises now began to be translated into reality .

Simeon, speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, sai d
concerning the significance of the birth of Jesus, "Mine eye s
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the fac e
of all people : a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel ." (Luke 2:30-32) Later Jesus said, "I am the light
of the world ." (John 8:12) "In him was life," John wrote, "and
the life was the light of men ."—John 1 :4

When Jesus said, "I am the light of the world," he added, "H e
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have th e
light of life ." (John 8 :12) Those who are in the "light" have life ,
which is the same thought as that expressed by David when he
wrote that in God's favor is life .—Ps. 30 :5

Jesus came, not on a mission of his own, but as a representa-
tive of his Father . John later wrote, "God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all ." (I John 1 :5) However, we cannot know the
Father except through Jesus. It is only through Jesus that we en -
joy God's favor. It is this thought that is expressed in our text.

"God . . . that shined in our hearts, to give the light of th e
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ." Some
have mistakenly thought this to mean that the glory of God wa s
manifested by a radiance on the literal face of the man Jesus, bu t
this is not what Paul implied . Rather, he referred to Jesus' face
in a symbolic manner . Just as the Bible speaks of Jehovah caus-
ing his face to Shine upon his people, so Paul applied the same
symbolism to Jesus, and for the reasQn that the favor of the Heav -
enly Father is now manifested through his Son.

So, to paraphrase Paul's statement, we might put it this way :
God has shown his favor to us, having shined into our heart s
through the Gospel, but not directly, for the Gospel reveals tha t
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Ids favor now reaches us through Christ, or "in the face of Jesu s
Christ ." It was in anticipation of the provision he would mak e
through Jesus that our Heavenly Father lifted up his counte-
nance upon his faithful people of ancient times . But now that
Jesus has come, the Father wants us to realize and appreciate
the fact that the light of his countenance is manifested in the
"face" of this beloved One, our Redeemer and Advocate .

Seeking God's Face
IN RETROSPECT we can look back to the time when, as Pau l

stated it, we were seeking after God if "haply" we might fee l
after him and find him . At that time we were in the "horribl e
pit," and "clay" of sin and death . (Ps . 40:1 2) As David wrote, we
"waited patiently for the Lord," and in his own due time he "in-
clined" unto us and "heard" our cry .

But in that "miry" clay of sin God could not lift up his counte-
nance upon us and give us peace in the sense that we would n o
longer be alienated from him . This "peace with God" we could
obtain only through a living faith in our Lord Jesus Christ . (Rom.
5:1) But the Lord did encourage us to seek his "face," his favor ,
and through continued study of his Word, and by conforming ou r
lives to its precepts as we came to understand them, we were re-
sponding to the invitation to seek the Lord's face. In effect we
were saying, "Thy face, Lord, will I seek ."—Ps. 27: 8

As we continued to "seek" we "found." We learned that only
by accepting the Master's invitation to deny ourselves and tak e
up our cross and follow him could we experience the great jo y
of walking in the light of God's countenance . While we counted
the cost for a time, we eventually took that step of full consecra-
tion to the Lord, and when we did, our hearts were flooded by •
those radiant beams, the light of the knowledge of the glory o f
God, which were shining from the uplifted light of the counte-
nance of the great Jehovah, our Heavenly Father .—Ps . 4 :6; 44:3 ;
89:15; 90 : 8

While we were rejoicing in the realization that the Lord was
now lifting up the light of his countenance upon us, we also were



aware of the possibility of stepping aside from the straight an d
narrow way to where the light was not shining . So in our heart s
then, as it should always be, was the prayer, "Hide not thy fac e
far from me ; put not thy. servant away in anger : thou hast been
my help ; leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God of my salva-
tion."—Ps. 27:9

It was good to realize that the Lord, having heard our cry for
help, inclined his ear, and lifted us up out of the "horrible pit . "
It was good that he had set our feet upon the Rock, Christ Jesus,
and had established our "goings" in the narrow way. (Ps . 40 :2 )
But we realized that on our part it required more than merely
to take that step of consecration. This was the proper beginning,
and we were now rejoicing in the light of God's countenance ; but
we knew, even as Paul wrote, that after having thus done the will
of God, we needed patiently to endure as we walked in the "pat h
of the just," or justified, else the "light" in that pathway, instea d
of becoming brighter, could easily become darkness .-Prow. 4:18 ;
Matt. 6 :22, 23

Paul wrote, "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us
of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short o f
it ." (Heb. 4:1) We realized that while God had made almost in -
numerable precious promises to help us, to give us guidance, and
through Christ to extend mercy and forgiveness, we knew als o
that there were conditions attached to these promises. We knew
that if we came "short" of meeting these conditions we migh t
well experience the frowning providences of the Lord instead
of continuing to behold his "smiling face ."

One of the assurances given to us by the Lord is that he show s
himself strong on behalf of those whose hearts are perfec t
toward him. (II Chron. 16:9) Knowing this we prayed, "Let th e
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be accept -
able in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and my Redeemer." (Ps .
19:14) We wanted then, and we still want, a "clean heart," a heart
that is emptied of self and filled with the Spirit of the Lord .—
Ps. 51 :1 0

The light of the Gospel, shining in the face of Jesus Christ ,
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had revealed to us that in our flesh there dwelleth no good thing ,
that by nature we have all sinned and come short of the glory o f
God. But we also learned that the Lord is judging us, not accord-
ing to the flesh, but according to the intents of our heart, an d
that our fleshly imperfections are all covered by the robe of
Christ's righteousness.

So on this basis we had, and still have, boldness to go to th e
"throne of [heavenly] grace," to obtain mercy and strength, say-
ing to our Heavenly Father, "Thou hast [in the past] been m y
help; leave me not [now], neither forsake me ." (Heb. 4:16; Ps .
27:9) We realized how futile was the "arm of flesh," how certai n
it was to fail us . (II Chron . 32 :8) We knew that even our choices t
earthly friends and relatives could not be depended upon to give
us the spiritual help that we so often needed, but we knew tha t
even if our father and our mother should fail us the Lord woul d
take us up .—Ps. 27 :1 0

Enemies
AS WE progressed in the path of the just, and our hearts be -

came more and more enlightened, we sensed our increasing nee d
of "wisdom from above ." So we prayed, and should always con-
tinue to pray, "Teach me thy way, 0 Lord, and lead me in a
plain path because of mine enemies ." (Ps. 27:11) The true ways
of the Lord are plain, simple, not confusing . One of our great
"enemies" is Satan, and he is ever trying to lead us away from
the true "paths of righteousness ." He is a wily foe, and only by
the Lord's help in making his ways plain can we hope to kee p
free from his deceptions and allurements .

Jesus taught us to pray for deliverance from evil . David ex-
pressed a similar thought in more detail, and it is appropriat e
that in his inspired words we should pray, "Deliver me not over
unto the will of mine enemies : for false witnesses are risen up
against me, and such as breathe out cruelty ." (Ps. 27 :12) Through
the Apostle Paul, our loving Heavenly Father replies, I am fo r
you, be not afraid, for no one can prevail against you, I did no t
spare even my own Son, but delivered him up for you and for



all, and surely now, through him, I will freely give you all yo u
need. Who shall lay anything to the charge of my elect? Through
Christ I have justified you . Who is it that condemneth you? Is
it your own imperfections? Remember, they are covered by the
blood of Christ . Is it the world? Be not discouraged. Spurn the
frowns of the world and rejoice that you are walking in the
light of my countenance. Is it the Devil? I know that he goeth
about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour . I know
that he is ever trying to strike fear into your heart, which is
cruel, for fear hath torment, as well as restraint. But- fear not ,
I am more powerful than Satan, and no matter what slanderous
attacks may be made against you, my beloved Son, who is now
at my right hand, ever liveth to make intercession for you .

How wonderfully reassuring are these words of our Heavenly
Father! Having sought his face and found it, he wants us to know
that only by turning wilfully aside from the pathway in whic h
the light of his countenance reveals each onward step, and give s
strength to take it, will we become separated from him . So, even
though we may have tribulation, and be "killed all the day long, "
we know that through him who loves us we can be "more tha n
conquerors ." Indeed, we are persuaded that "neither death nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pres-
ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any othe r
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, whic h
is in Christ Jesus our Lord."—Rom . 8 :31-39

Sustained by Fait h

WHILE still on this side of the veil we can see our Father' s
"face" only by the eye of faith . To walk in the light of his coun-
tenance does not imply freedom from trials and difficulties, bu t
strength to bear them . However, the "light" of divine favor re-
veals that there is a purpose in our suffering, that by it we ar e
being prepared to live and reign with Christ . The "light" also
reveals that the purpose of Christ's reign is to make an end o f
all suffering, and to establish peace and joy throughout th e
whole earth . The knowledge of this glorious consummation o f
the divine plan constituted a large measure of the joy that wa s
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set before Jesus, the joy that enabled him to endure the cross
and to despise the shame that was heaped upon him.—Heb. 12 :1-3

The same is true of us : David wrote, "I had fainted, unless I
had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of th e
living." (Ps. 27:13) How wonderful it is to know that the "good-
ness of the Lord" is yet to be manifested throughout all the earth,
that a true knowledge of his glory is to fill the earth as th e
waters cover the sea! This means that in God's due time al l
mankind will be blessed by the light of his countenance .

It is this thought that was emphasized by the Apostle Pete r
when he said that "times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord." (Acts 3:19-21) A more literal renderin g
of the Greek text would be that "times of refreshing shall come ,
out from the face of the Lord." Thank God for this assurance
that he is yet to "make his face shine" upon "all the familie s
of the earth"! Peter explains that this would be accomplished b y
sending Jesus Christ, who would usher in "times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all hi s
holy prophets since the world began ."

And how wonderful to realize that our Heavenly Father, wh o
at the time of creation caused the light to shine out of darkness ,
has now shined into our hearts and revealed his desire to use us ,
together with Jesus, in the bringing about of this glorious tim e
of "refreshing" for the people of all nations. Truly, in view of
this great joy that is set before us, any suffering with Christ
which divine wisdom may deem necessary in order to prepare
us for such an exalted role in the divine plan, must be considered
as indeed "light afflictions" which are but for a "moment" a s
compared with that future and "eternal weight of glory ."—
II Car. 4:1 7

But if this knowledge is to prevent our becoming weary i n
well-doing, we need faith to believe God's promises—faith whic h
sees the invisible . Jesus would have fainted had he not, by faith ,
laid hold upon the promises concerning that glorious future da y
when his Father's goodness would fill the earth . And we should



now look unto Jesus, who endured such contradiction of sinner s
against himself, lest we become faint and weary.

Proverbs 10:22 declares, "The blessing of the Lord, it maketh
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it." Through the truth an d
in the "face" of Jesus Christ, our Heavenly Father has fille d
our hearts and lives with the richness of his blessing, and we
have his promise that no sorrow will be commingled with thi s
blessing. There are trials and testings . There is pain, and of t-
times tears. But if our faith. is strong we will count all these
experiences as "joy," because we will know that they are amon g
the "all things" which are "working together" for our good.

Yes, if our faith is pure, and simple, and strong, we will tak e
the Lord at his Word. To the extent that we are. able to do this,
our lives will be "all sunshine," with no "earth-born clouds" t o
hide the beaming countenance of our God . Any sorrow of-heart
we might have, does not come from the Lord, but from our own
lack of faith in his promises and providences .

One of the important lessons we need to learn, as we walk
in the light of the Lord's countenance, is patience. But in this
also our faith must be strong, strong enough to believe God' s
"due time" and way in every experience of our consecrated live s
are the wisest and best ; that he knows our needs, and how an d
when to supply them. How much we need to "wait on the Lord,"
and "to be of good courage." And how precious is the promis e
to all who have sought the Father's face, have found it, and wh o
are continuing to walk in the light of his countenance .-"He
shall strengthen thine heart ."—Ps. 27:14

Thank you, dear Heavenly Father, for this further assuranc e
of thy love! By thy grace we will wait on thee, and be of goo d
courage, confident that in thine own due time the light shinin g
into our hearts, reflected from the "face of Jesus Christ," will
guide us into thy presence, to see thee face to face !

"Let faith plant, and benevolence water, and God shall give
the increase ."
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"Now then we are ambassador s
for Christ, as though God did be-
seech you by us : we pray you i n
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God." -11 Corinthians 5 :20

CORINTH was the great center
of commercial traffic in Paul's

day. It was situated on the over-
land route from Rome to the East ,
and was . also the key center for
trading between upper and lower
Greece . Practically all the trade
of. the Mediterranean flowed
through Corinth so that, in the
words of one historian, "perpetu-
al fair was held there from year' s
end to year's end."

Additionally, the famous Isth-
mian Games were held at Corinth ,
and these added tremendously t o
its renown. The wealth, luxury,
and profligacy of the city, and
the adjacent province of Achai a
were • proverbial, and it was here,
amidst conditions none too favor-
able, that Paul spent eighteen
months - during his second mis-
sionary tour, establishing church -
es in Corinth itself and in many
of the neighboring cities .

Jews, Romans, and Greeks wer e
among those who accepted th e
apostle's teachings. After he re-
turned to Ephesus, a serious di-
vision arose between the Jewish
and Gentile factions in the
church, the Jews on the one han d
clinging tenaciously to the Law ,
while many of the Gentiles in-
terpreted their liberty in Chris t
as license to conduct themselves
in a manner far removed even
from worldly morality, and cer-
tainly in no way influenced or
guided by Christian teachings .

And not only so, but a great
deal of the criticism rife in the
church at that time was of a per-
sonal character, set in motion by
Paul's rivals and enemies who ap-
peared to be taking every oppor-
tunity to discredit his ability and
damage his character, even going
to the length of ridiculing his
personal appearance.

Paul's Heartfelt Desire

IT WAS in this atmosphere o f
disturbance and confusion that
Paul wrote his second epistle to
the church at Corinth, not very
long after the first. But whereas
the first epistle partakes of th e
nature of an. exposition and de-
fense of the faith, including that
masterly treatise on the resurrec-
tion contained in the 15th chap-
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ter, the second letter reflects a
sense of anxiety and sorro w
aroused in Paul's mind by news
of the serious divisions and dis-
sensions amongst those for who m
he had labored so faithfully,
many of whom were now exhibit-
ing a decided lack of Christian
spirit toward him.

In such a frame of mind the
apostle, in the 5th chapter, give s
vent to a heartfelt desire, to b e
with the Lord, to lay aside hi s
earthly body, and to receive that
spiritual inheritance which h e
knew awaited him . He says, "H e
who has prepared us for this very
thing is God, who has given us
the Spirit as a guarantee." (R. S.
V.) Then follows the true spirit
of trustful resignation, expressed
very clearly in Weymouth's trans-
lation of verses 6 to 9 : "We hav e
therefore a cheerful confidence.
We know that while we are a t
home in the body we are banished
from the Lord, for we are living
a life of faith and not one of
sight . . . and for this reason also
we make it our ambition, whether
at home or in exile, to please hi m
perfectly."

Now a note of warning, intend-
ect, primarily, no doubt, for those
who were manifesting a wrong
spirit toward him. Account will
have to be given for things done
in the body, and this responsibili-
ty rests upon all according to the
dictates of conscience . Some had
openly stated that Paul was "be-
side himself" (insane) . If so, he
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says, it has been for God's glory,
just as it is for God's glory and
in your service if we are now in
our right senses . Whatever other
people might say or think, the
apostle was controlled by the lov e
of Christ who, he affirms, died
for all, and rose again, that those
who believed might live, not to
themselves, to the fleshly desire s
of their earthly bodies, but to him
who died for them .

"Be Ye Reconciled "
SO WE are brought to the las t

six verses of this remarkable
chapter, verses which contain a
wealth of revelation concerning
the standing and responsibilities
of those who have come into
Christ—new creatures, Paul terms
them—no longer to be dealt with
and judged according to the flesh,
but to be regarded as fellow sac-
rificers, no longer living unto
themselves, but living unto Christ
who died for them, and rose again
from the dead, that this "ne w
creation" might become a livin g
reality.

It is to these that Paul presents
himself as Christ's ambassador.
Having himself been reconciled
to God by Jesus Christ, he now
has committed unto him "the
word of reconciliation" which, he
claims, authorizes him to appeal
to others, "Be ye reconciled to
God," for—and here is the crux
of the whole matter—"He [God]
hath made him who knew noth-
ing of sin to be [or to bear] sin
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for us that in him we may become
the righteousness of God. "

That whieh was true of th e
faithful Apostle Paul is equally
true of all who since his day have
followed in the footsteps of thei r
Lord and Master and have laid
down their lives in his service.
It is true today of his footstep
followers, "partakers of the heav -
enly calling," those who "see
their calling" and in these clos-
ing days of the church's ministry
here below give forth the wor d
of reconciliation, to wit, that Go d
is "in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself. "

These are the ones to whom
God has entrusted his messag e
of hope for sin-stricken humanity.
At present only a few hear and
accept the glad tidings, and t o
these few is held out the wonder-
ful prize of the high calling o f
God in Christ Jesus, the great
hope of glory, honor, and immo r-
tality. These are the ones o f
whom Paul writes, "Wherefore ,
holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus ."—Heb.
3: 1

So Great a Need
ON EVERY hand today we see

the urgent need for reconcilia-
tion—so great a need that without
it mankind must surely perish.
Recoxciliation, or at-one-ment, be-
tween man and man, nation and
nation, class and class, and, above

all, between the poor struggling
human race and God himself ,
from whom Adam and his prog-
eny have been estranged for 6,00 0
weary years .

Conferences, treaties, charters,
agreements—these in an almost
unbroken line project themselves
upon the world stage as harbin-
gers of a new era in which, it is
claimed, peace and friendship-
reconciliation—will at long las t
be achieved, and the golden age
of prophecy be ushered in. But
all to no avail! The Scriptures
show quite clearly that there i s
one way, and one way only, by
which reconciliation between God
and man can be accomplished.
Our Lord himself stated this
simply and explicitly when he
said, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me."—Joh n
14:6

We see the initiative in thi s
stupendous work of reconciliatio n
taken by God himself when, in
the fulness of his great love fo r
man, "he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life ." . Here was th e
first great, positive step toward
bringing man back into harmony
with his Creator.

God had, of course, been work-
ing all through the centuries pre -
ceding our Lord's first advent,
but now the time had come for
the actual foundation of reconcil-
iation to be laid in the life, the
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death, and the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who, th e
apostle says, "gave himself a ran-
som for all, to be testified in due
time." (I Tim. 2:6) This corre-
sponding price (Greek, antilutron )
paid on Calvary's cross, secured
to our resurrected Lord the righ t
to offer to all mankind, if obedi-
ent, that perfect human life which
was forfeited by father Adam—
"As in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive."—
I Cor. 15:21, 22

Upon this foundation of Christ's
ransom sacrifice is built th e
whole structure of his great re-
demptive work, and the final rec-
onciliation between God and
man which will be its glorious
outcome. It is this application of
the merit of our Lord's sacrificed
life which Paul refers to as "the
redemption of the purchased pos-
session ." (Eph. 1 :14) In this work
of restoration and final atone-
ment, the church, the body o f
Christ, has its vital part, so aptly
pictured as "filling up that which
is behind of the afflictions of
Christ . . . for his body's sake,
which is the church ."—Col. 1 :24

So it is that in this second let-
ter to the Corinthian church Paul
speaks in terms of deep spiritual
understanding, not only to th e
Corinthians, but to believers ev-
erywhere; and not only to thos e
who believed in his time, but to
all who were to believe in Christ
and his redemptive work righ t
down to this our day when the

very last members of the church
class are being gathered to their
Lord before the door to this
unique opportunity of. joint-heir-
ship with him is closed and this
important phase : of the ministry
of reconciliation completed .

"Be Ye Followers"
IN HIS first epistle to the Co-

rinthians Paul had exhorted the
brethren to follow him. He said,
"Be ye followers of me, even a s
I also am of Christ ." (I Cor. 11:1)
In this second letter he is usin g
his own experiences as a testi-
mony to encourage those ,who
have come into Christ to mark
well his standing before God, and
to see in him an example of the
true relationship which must ex-
ist between the Father and hi s
adopted children.

All of like precious faith must ,
like Paul, be reconciled to God
through justification by faith and
consecration to be dead with
Christ that they might also live
with him. It is only to such that
the word or ministry of reconcil-
iation can be entrusted, and au-
thority be given to preach the
wonderful message of love and
mercy, that God, in Christ, is rec-
onciling the world unto himself,
having laid upon his Son the iniq-
uity of us alL These must under-
stand and preach the great all -
embracing truth that Jesus Christ
by the grace of God tasted death
for every man, and that his ran-
som sacrifice secured for ever y
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man release from enslavement t o
sin and. its consequences, with

a future -opportunity ° for ° life and
happiness in complete harmony
with his great Creator.—Heb. 2 : 9

This is the message of reconcil -
iation, and those who speak it
forth are, in the words of Paul ,
ambassadors for Christ," his

honored representatives whos e
duty and privilege it is to "hold
forth the word of life" (Phil . 2 :
16), and to preach the Gospel o f
the kingdom in all the world fo r
a witness before the end of thi s
present evil dispensation shall
usher in a new phase of divine
reconciliation under the benign
influence of Christ and his glori-
fied church.

Here, in effect, is the mystery
which Paul says was hidden from
ages and generations, but now is

made manifest to his saints, an d
which . is.. Christ, in you the, hope
of glory. (Col. 1:26, 27) God's
great, twofold plan of salvatio n
involves first the reconciliatio n
of the church through the imput-
ed merit of our Lord's preciou s
blood, leading to the reconcilia-
tion of all mankind when the
church has finished her earthly
ministry and is joined to her Lord
in power and divine glory . Then
will be true the final triumphant
ecstasy of the Revelator's vision—
"And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come . And let him that hear-
eth say, Come . And let him that
is athirst come . And whosoever
will, let him take of the water of
life freely ."—Rev. 22:17

Thus will the ministry of recon-
ciliation be finallyand absolutely
completed.
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The Truth About Hel l

From a child I have been taugh t
to believe that when unbelievers
die they go to a place of burning
brimstone in which they are kep t
alive and tormented forever . Your
recent radio discussion presente d
quite a different concept of hell ,
which I liked very much . How-
ever, in speaking to some of my
friends about it, they warned- m e
against listening to such thoughts
as you expressed. Naturally I a m
confused . Can you, in a few
words, assure me that your view-
point on this subject is the cor-
rect one ?

TRADITIONS die hard, espe-
cially when they have been in-
stilled into a person's mind from
childhood by those in whom w e
have confidence, and who them-
selves are sincere . This is particu-
larly true with respect to the
tradition of eternal torture, be-
cause through mistranslations ,
and misinterpretations of parables
and dark sayings of the Bible, it
can be made to appear that the
Word of God supports this blas-
phemy against the character of
God.

The word "hell" appears in the
Old Testament alone thirty-one
times, and the Hebrew word sheo l
appears another thirty-four times,

translated thirty-one times grave ,
and three times pit. The word
hell also appears many times in
the New Testament, being trans-
lated from one or another of th e
Greek words hades, Gehenna, or
tartaroo. In the Parable of the
Rich Man and Lazarus, the rich
man, after death, is said to be
tormented in hades .

It will be seen that .to explain
all these uses of the word hell i n
the Bible would be quite impos-
sible in a "few words ." We sug-
gest, instead, a careful and prayer-
ful study of our 64-page book,
"The Truth About Hell," whic h
examines and explains every tex t
in the Bible in which the word
hell appears, and all the parables
and symbolisms which have been
misused to teach the doctrine o f
eternal torment. We are confi-
dent that anyone who is not prej-
udiced, and to whom the truth of
the Bible is more important than
the traditions of the Dark Ages,
will, by following this suggestion,
be thoroughly convinced that th e
true God of the Bible is indeed a
God of love and mercy, not a de-
mon who has designed the eternal
torture of the vast majority of hi s
human creatures.

Basically, this question has to
do with what the Bible teaches to
be the punishment for sin. The
first mention of this by God was



in the Garden of Eden, when he
said to Adam that if he partook
of the forbidden fruit he would
"surely die." (Gen. 2 :17) Paul con-
firmed that death is the divine
penalty for sin when he wrote,
"The wages of sin is death . "
(Rom. 6 :23) Death is the absence
of life, not torture, and when
properly understood the entire
Bible bears eloquent and positive
testimony to the fact that death
is the penalty for sin.

In Ezekiel 18:4 we read, "The
soul that sinneth it shall die."
Speaking of the final punishment
of the incorrigibly wicked, the
Apostle Peter said, "It shall com e
to pass, that every soul which wil l
not hear that prophet, shall b e
destroyed from among th e
people ." (Acts 3 :23) If we accep t
these plain statements of the
Word of God, then we cannot be-
lieve the doctrine of eternal tor-
ture .

For Others

The Apostle Peter wrote : "If,
when ye do well, and suffer fo r
it, ye take it patiently, this is ac-
ceptable with God. For even here-
unto were ye called : because
Christ also suffered for us, leav-
ing us an example, that ye shoul d
follow his steps ." ` (I Pet. 2 :20, 21 )
Are we to understand this to
mean that Christian suffering is
on behalf of others, even as Jesus'
suffering was ?

THERE is no other conclusion

to be reached from this passag e
of Scripture . It is to this that we
are called, Peter explains . And
what a wonderful meaning this
gives to following in the footsteps
of Jesus! It means that if we suf-
fer and die with him we will live
and reign with him in his king-
dom, the kingdom through which
all mankind will be blessed . Thus
our suffering will accrue to the
benefit of others, indeed, to "all
the families of the earth."—Gen .
12 :3 ; 22 :1 8

Our sacrifice is made accept-
able through the merit of Christ ,
and it is on this basis only that
we have the privilege of sharing
in the sufferings of Christ . Be-
cause we are by nature sinners ,
we are bound to say and do
things which get us into more o r
less trouble, and we are usually
disciplined by our experiences, or
as Peter states it, "buffeted" fo r
our faults. These experiences are
not a part of true Christian suf-
fering .

It is only when we "do well, "
and because of doing well—such
as in bearing witness to the
truth—are caused to suffer, that
we are following the example of
Christ, and suffering for others
as he suffered and died for others`
Jesus' death secured the redemp-
tion of the World. We do not share
in this, but through the merit of
his redeeming blood, we are given
the opportunity of partnership
with him in the restoration of the
redeemed world to life .
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TALKING THINGS OVER", -i

Gluing Thanks to . God

"In everything give thanks : for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you ."—1 Thessalonians 5 :1 8

f
N THE United States, the last Thursday of November is set

aside as a day for national thanksgiving. Appropriately the
people of God give thanks on this day, accepting it as another
opportunity to pour out their devotions of praise to him in whom
we live, and move, and have our being . Yes, this is to us another
welcome opportunity for thanksgiving; for if we are living up to
our privileges, our very beings will, daily and hourly, be showing
forth the praises of him who has called us out of darkness into
his marvelous light .

Naturally, we are all thankful for whatever measure of tempo-
ral blessings we enjoy at the Lord's hands . However, as followers
of Jesus Christ, our chief cause for thanksgiving is the, fact that
the eyes of our understanding have been opened to behold th e
beauties of the truth—present truth, the truth which we so often
describe as the divine plan of the ages . We are thankful for this
understanding because it has assured us of God's love for the
entire world of mankind, and of his special love for those who m
he has made "partakers of the heavenly calling ."—Heb. 3: 1

Through the truth we have been drawn to him in the spirit o f
repentance . We have heard his invitation to "count the cost'! '
of laying down our lives in his service . . (Luke 14:28) Through
the assurance of his grace to help in every time of need, w e
have accepted the terms of the "high calling," knowing tha t
through Christ our imperfect sacrifice will be acceptable to our
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loving Heavenly Father. (Rom. 12:1) And now, by the "exceeding
great and precious promises" of our God we are being mad e
"partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruptio n
that is in the world through lust ."—ll Pet. 1:4

On that typical day of atonement the bodies of the bullock
and the goat were "burned without the camp," and Paul invites
us to go , "unto him [Jesus] without the camp, bearing his re-
proach ." (vs. 13) We cannotexpect that the world will appreciate
our service and sacrifice, any more than they appreciated the
life and ministry of Jesus. (I John 3:1) However, we can be thank-
ful for the privilege of being as our `Master and Lord, "despised
and rejected of men."—Isa . 53 : 3
Aa.

On Israel's typical day of atonement, coals of fire were take n
from the brazen altar in the court and placed upon the golden
altar in the holy of the tabernacle . Incense was sprinkled upon
these burning coals, and the sweet perfume of the burning in-
cense filled the room and penetrated beyond the veil into the
most holy. This was the evidence of the work of sacrifice havin g
been properly carried out .

In verse 15 Paul, in an evident reference to the typical burning
of incense on Israel's day of atonement, speaks of the "sacrifice
of praise ." The verse reads, "By him [Jesus] therefore let u s
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips giving thanks to his name." How blessed is the assur-
ance that through Jesus we can offer acceptable sacrifice to God ,

IN HEBREWS 13 :11-13 the Apostle Paul reminds us of the
sacrifices offered on Israel's typical day of atonement. As we
know, at that time a bullock and a goat were sacrificed, bot h
being treated in the same way . It is clear thatthe bullock was
a type of Jesus in his work of sacrifice, and that the sacrifice o f
the goat foreshadowed the privilege enjoyed by the followers o f
Jesus those who walk in his footsteps of sacrifice .



the sacrifice of praise which Paul describes as the "fruit of our
lips."

To this Paul adds, "But to do good and to communicate forget
not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." (vs . 16) The
understanding of the typical significance of the various detail s
of Israel's day of atonement is of value to us only if we imbibe
the spirit of this understanding to the extent that it impels u s
to lay down our lives in thanksgiving to God . God is not so in-
terested in how well we can explain the typical meaning of th e
sacrifice of the "Lord's goat" on Israel's atonement day as he i s
in noting how faithfully we are devoting ourselves to the doin g
of his will, how willing we are to go "without the camp," and if
we are actually offering the "sacrifice of praise" •to- him "con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name ."

"Continually '

YES, we are to give thanks to God "continually," not merely
on one special day of the year . And although our thanksgiving
is described by Paul as being the "fruit of our lips," it is muc h
more than mere "lip service." The lips are used in this instance
as as symbol of speech, of communication, the thought being
that we show forth the praises of our God by communicating the
truth of the divine plan. True, it is a wonderful privilege to pour
out our love and thanksgiving directly to our Heavenly Fathe r
in prayer, but if our love for him is genuine it will impel us als o
to give our all in making known to others the glorious Gospel
of love, that precious truth through which our Heavenly Fathe r
has revealed himself to us.

And this we will do "continually ." In I Corinthians 15 :58 Paul
speaks of this as "always abounding in the work of the Lord . "
To maintain a consuming zeal in our service of the Lord is one
of thb severe tests of true discipleship . The tendency of the
fallen flesh is to serve by "fits and starts ." A new opportunity
of service may present itself, and we become temporarily filled
with enthusiasm . Then, perhaps, we "cool off ." The Bible speaks
of it as becoming "weary in well-doing," (Gal . 6:9 ; II Thess . 3 :13 )
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Then something else comes along to inspire our enthusiasm
and we make another "fitful start."

But this is not offering the sacrifice of praise "continually, "
which is the sort of sacrifice with which the Lord is "well
pleased." Let us make sure that we do not lose our "first love "
enthusiasm for the truth and for its service. There is no valid
reason why we should . Certainly the Lord is the same "yester-
day, and today, and forever ." (Heb. 13:8) His promises remain
unchanged . Having begun the good work in us, he is abundantly
able to finish it if we but yield ourselves wholly to the influence
of his Spirit, and make diligent use of all the opportunities of
showing forth his praises which his providences place before us .
—Phil . 1 : 6

A Testing Time

TO WAIT patiently and actively for the further outworkin g
of the divine plan is one of the tests upon the Lord's people
today. Forty-five years have elapsed since the official ending o f
"the times of the Gentiles." Nearly every year since then ha s
been one of expectancy, hoping that the time had come for th e
reward of the church and the full establishment of the kingdom .
And still the years go by, and we are now at the close of 1959 .

Here and there the question is being asked, "Where do we
stand on the stream of time?" Others inquire, "What is th e
meaning of this long delay?" It is natural that such questions
should be asked, and, to a point, probably the Lord is please d
when we try to find the answers, although we think it quite un-
likely that soul-satisfying answers to these and kindred questions
will be found until we reach the other side of the veil . Nor is it
important that we find the answers here and now . After all, we
have entered into a covenant with the Lord which is unto death .
It is hardly consistent to pledge to the Lord that we will serve
him as long as we have breath, and then seek an answer to the
question, "How long, 0 Lord, how long?"

To seek an understanding of the time features of the divine



plan as they relate to the immediate present and the near futur e
does not necessarily imply that one has become weary in well -
doing and is wondering how much longer he will be expected
to serve. However, the human heart is most deceitful, and i f
we find ourselves becoming overly concerned in regard to th e
time elements of the divine plan, it would be well to ask our -
selves just why this great interest in matters which the Lor d
seemingly has not seen wise to reveal . We should also realize
that the "time" for any single one of us will terminate with the
end of our natural span of life, unless otherwise directed by th e
Lord. So, for the few remaining days, or months, or years, let
us continue to abound in the work of the Lord .

We would not discourage the study of prophecy, but let us
not permit our concern for tomorrow to interfere with the privi-
leges of today. Opportunities for making known the glad tidings
of the kingdom are open before us on all sides. There is the
radio and television work in which we can all co-operate. Eccle-
sias can hold public meetings. There is follow-up work to b e
done, and tracts to be distributed. In these and in various other
ways we can continue to serve, offering the sacrifice of praise
"continually. "

,Doubtless each one of the Lord's people can look back over
`the year and recall circumstances for which to be specially thank-

ful . The providences of the Lord in the lives of his people are
always refreshing and wonderful. This is true also with respect
to the general work in which the Lord's people participate . For
a time we wondered what the providences of the Lord migh t
be in connection with the radio witness work . But this aspect
of the work continues. God's providences have also been reassur-
ing in connection with the television work.

Let us, then, thank God, individually and unitedly for all hi s
loving-kindness and tender mercy, for all the way he has led us .
Let us do this with the full assurance that he will continue t o
lead us in the paths of righteousness "for his name's sake," an d
that, finally, if we are faithful, we will dwell in his house forever.
—Psalm 2 3
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WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS ~.!

NOVEMBER 5—"Having an Hig h
Priest over the house of God, let
us draw near with a true heart i n
full assurance of faith ."—Hebrew s
10 :21, 22 (Z. '00-170 Hymn 104)

NOVEMBER 12—"Be not faithless,
but believing ."—John 20 :27 (Z. '04-
89 Hymn 99)

NOVEMBER 19—"Let us watch and
be sober."—I Thessalonians 5 :6 (Z.
'02-239 Hymn 208)

NOVEMBER 26—"And the Lord
said unto Moses, What is that in
thine hand? "—Exodus 4 :2 (Z . '01-348
Hymn 277)
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Baker ; R. J . Krupa ; John Zietkiewicz ; and
W. N . Woodworth .

ROGERS, ARKANSAS, November 14, 15—
Arkansas Hotel (Banquet Room) Secon d
and Poplar Streets. Mrs. Betty Fletcher,
904 Rodgers Drive, Fayetteville, Arkansas .

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA, November 14,
15—Pythian Castle, 134 West Park Street .
Mrs. W . E. Wheeler, 310 East Pine Street .
Speakers : Brothers Bertram Cooper; L .
Paul Davis; Edward E . Fay; Edward G .
Lorenz; and G . R. Pollock.
CLEVELAND, OHIO, November 15—YMCA
Building, Prospect Avenue and East 22n d
Street. Mrs . A. F . Jarmon, 1229 East
114th Street, Cleveland 8.
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, November 1 5
—YWCA Building (Social Room) 329
North Pennsylvania Street. Mrs. Minni e
Martin, 4620 Hinesley Avenue. Speakers :
Brothers E . M. Jezuit; and W . Stromberg .
ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, November 15—
Ontario Women's Club, 738 North Eucli d
Avenue. Mrs . A . B . Dickey, 1228 North
Third Avenue, Upland, California . Speak-
ers : Brothers John G. Hull, Jr .; John Y.
MacAulay; and Gilbert Rice .
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, November 22 —
Masonic Temple, 912 N. LaSalle Street .
Mr . E . M . Jezuit, 4327 S. Christiana Ave .
DETROIT, MICHIGAN, November 29—
Maccabees Building, Woodward Avenu e
at Putnam . Mr Walter Blicharz, 19300
Braile, Detroit 19 .
NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, November 29—
Amalgamated Building, 1614 E . Sprin g
Street. Miss Nellie K. Goodbub, 620 Cul-
bertson Avenue . Speakers : Brothers Leo
B. Post ; and W. Stromberg .
NEW YORK, NEW YORK, November 29—
Henry Hudson Hotel, 353 West 57th
Street . (Tudor Room) . Mrs. Russell Dean,
166-05 89th Avenue, Jamaica 32, N . Y.
ORDANDO, FLORIDA, November 29 —
College Park Woman's Club, 714 Dart-
mouth . Speakers : Brothers Leo P . Borges;
Clarence F . George ; Lloyd Hagensick.

NEW YEAR'S CONVENTION : Phoenix,
Arizona . Mr . Zygmunt •Roguski, 2936
West Rancho Drive, Phoenix .



"Thy Word Is Truth "

Holy Ghost
IN THE King James translation of the Bible an attempt is made t o

bolster the doctrine of the trinity by the use of the expression "Holy
Ghost," since the word "ghost" suggests personality . The Apostle Paul
wrote, "To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things ,
and we in him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things ,
and we by him." (I Cor. 8:6) Here nothing is said about the Hol y
Spirit being a person, or a god.

Soon after the inspired apostles fell asleep in death, false teachers
began to distort the doctrines of the Word of God, one motive being
to make the Bible more acceptable to the pagans . Pagan religions have
many gods, and by cunning craftiness, ambitious teachers were able
to present the pagans with what seemed to be three gods, instead o f
one, as actually taught in the Bible. To satisfy those in the church
who might object, the claim was made that after all, "these three are
one ." Thus came about the doctrine of the "trinity." See the article
on the Holy Spirit, beginning on page 22 .

The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more tha n
seventy-five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be th e

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

. The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents ,
ten or more 40 cents each ; paper, 30 cents ,
ten or more 23 cents each .

. The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .

. Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .

. The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

. The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth ,
85 cents each .

. The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .

Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each ;
Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3 .75



ON THE RADIO - COAST TO COAST

The "Frank and Ernest" "Bible Answers" programs are heard over
the Mutual Radio Network, and over more than thirty individua l
stations in the United States and Canada . They are also heard in the
English language in South Africa, and Australia . They are broadcas t
in the French language in Europe, in the Belgian Congo, and in the
Island of Haiti ; and in the Spanish language in Southern Californi a
and Mexico . Recently, forty-five ABC stations have been added .

PROGRAM TOPICS FOR DECEMBE R

6—"Hell Gives Up Its Dead"
13—"Hope of Immortality "
20—"Jesus, God's Gift to the World "
27—"The Beginning of God's Creation "
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This is a book of Bible stories for children—forty-eight illus -
trated stories, many in two colors . The stories, beginnin gSY
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in a style which makes them easily understood by children ,
and also interesting to grown-ups . Above all, they are free
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