


VOL. 4

	

NOVEMBER, 1935

	

No . 2
THE DAWN, entered as second class matter at th e
Brooklyn, N . Y. Post Office, October 17, 1932 ; Act of
March

	

3,

	

1897.

	

Published

	

monthly—formerly

	

semi-
monthly—by the Dawn Publishers, Inc .—formerly th e
Associated

	

Bible

	

Students

	

Radio

	

Committee—25 1
Washington Street, Brooklyn, N . Y. Subscription price,
$1 a year.

CONTENT S
A World Crisis	 3
Universal Reconciliation Theory Examined 5
Christian Thanksgiving	 8
The Lamb That Was Slain	 1 1
Thy Will Be Done	 1 4
"Because the Truth Is Ours" (Poem)	 1 7
The "'Second 'Blessing" 	 1 8
International Sunday School Lessons	 20
Uncle Eb Discusses Earth's Kingdom s

and the Kingdom of God	 24
Our Biblical Dialog	 28
Talking Things Over	 30

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brooklyn Ecclesia Activities—For the benefit of

friends living in the New York metropolitan district, we ar e
glad to announce that the Associated. Bible Students ecclesia
is preparing to resume its public activities in Brooklyn an d
vicinity during the fall and winter months .

On iSunday, November 3, there will be a public meeting a t
3 o'clock in the afternoon in the Lecture Room of the Church
of the Pilgrims, corner of Henry and Remsen Streets, Brooklyn .

There will be a gathering of the friends for luncheon and
fellowship that evening, the location of which will be announce d
at the Sunday afternoon meeting .

On Sunday, November 10th, a series of public meetings wil l
be started in Springfield Gardens, L . I . These meetings wilt
be held at 11 A . M. in the Garden Theatre, Farmers Boule-
vard, between Merrick Road and Sunrise Highway .

Another series of Public meetings will start on Novembe r
10th in Jamaica, L. I . These meetings will be at 8 o 'clock in
the evening, in Odd Fellows Hall, 169 - 90th Avenue, nea r
160th Street, one block from Jamaica Avenue.

The friends are cordially invited to attend any or all o f
these meetings. Those desiring to assist in the distribution of
advertising matter should communicate, either by mail or other-
wise, with the class secretary, Miss Norma. Mitchell, 360 Third
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

'Cod and Reason Books in Australia,---We are
glad to announce for the benefit of Dawn readers in Australi a
that the God and Reason books may now be obtained fro m
the Berean Biblical Institute, National Bank Chambers, 226
Glenferrie Rd ., Hawthorn, E2, Melbourne, Vic ., Apts . The pric e
of the paper bound is ;10d per copy. The well-bound blue cloth
edition is 2 shillings; post paid . Reduction in price for thre e
or more .

CONVENTIONS

Hartford, Conn., November 3 . Children's
Convention . 'Held in Jewell Hall, Y . M. C. A. Building,
Pearl and Jewell Streets . Children of Hartford class will pre-
sent a play, "The Story of Ruth ." For further information, ad-
dress G . Boocaccio, 613 Capitol Ave ., Hartford, Conn .

Saginaw, Michigan . December 1st. This gather-
ing will be held in the Women's Club At litorium, 311 North
Jefferson Street . For further information, address the secre-
tary, Mr . C. A. Sundbom, 3418 Sheridan Road, R. 4, Saginaw,
Michigan . It is expected that Brother C. E. Schiller of Chicago
will address this convention as the visiting speaker.

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
BROTHER B. BOULTE R

Passaic, N . J	 Nov. 1 7
BROTHER C. P. BRIDGES

Boston, Mass	 Nov. 10
BROTHER C. F. GEORGE

East Liverpool, Ohio 	 Nov . 1 0
Duquesne, Pa	 Nov . 1 7

BROTHER W. F. HUDGING S
Baltimore, Md	 Nov. 1 0
Springfield Gardens, L. I	 Nov 24
Springfield Gardens, L . I	 Dec. 1
Jamaica, L. I	 Nov. 24 and Dec . 1

BROTHER GEORGE KENDAL L
Pittsburgh, Pa	 Nov. 3

BROTHER J . G. KUEHN
Jackson, Mich	 Nov. 1
Flint, Mich	 Nov . 2
Saginaw, Mich	 Nov. 3
Port Huron, Mich	 Nov. 4
London, Ont	 Nov. 5
Tonowanda, N . Y	 Nov. 6

Ithaca, N. Y	 Nov . 7
BROTHER EDW. MAURER

Duquesne, Pa	 Nov. 3
Beaver, Pa	 Nov. 1 7

BROTHER C. W. McCOY
Cheney, Wash	 Nov. 1 0

BROTHER ROY MITCHELL
Philadelphia, Pa	 Nov . 1 7

BROTHER A . L. MUIR
Zanesville, Ohio

	

Nov . 1
Newark, Ohio	 Nov . 2
Columbus, Ohio	 Nov . 3
Dayton, Ohio	 Nov. 4
Richmond, Ind	 Nov. 5
Muncie, Ind	 Nov . 6
Peru, Ind	 Nov. 7
Kirklin, Ind	 Nov . 8
Indianapolis, Ind	 Nov. 9
Cincinnati, Ohio	 Nov. 1 0
Madison, Ind	 Nov. 1 1
New Albany, Ind	 Nov . 12

Evansville, Ind	 Nov. 13
W. Frankfort, Ill 	 Nov . 14
St . Louis, Mo	 Nov. 16, 1 7
Kansas City, Kans	 Nov. 2 0
Emporia, Kans	 Nov. 2 1
Iola, Kans	 Nov. 22
Neodesha, Kans	 Nov. 23, 24

BROTHER J . M. PA(rTERSON
Neodesha, Kans	 Nov. 24

BROTHER W . SARGEAN T
Easton, Pa	 Nov. 1 0

BROTHER C. E . ,SCHILLER
Saginaw, Mich	 Dec . I

(Convention, see announcements)
BROTHER G. M. WILSON

Duquesne, Pa	 Nov. 10
East Liverpool, Ohio 	 Nov. 24

BROTHER W . N. WOODWORT H
Springfield Gardens, L. I	 Nov. 10
Springfield Gardens, L I 	 Nov. 1 7
Jamaica, L . I	 Nov. 10 and 17
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News aa Views
A World Crisis

HE world is confronted by a crisis . It is a
crisis not quite like any other of which we have
record . Many have been the dangerous emer-
gencies that nations have had to face . Never

before has it been possible to say that an issue has thus
aroused the conscious mind of mankind as a whole ."

The foregoing paragraph is quoted from the "New
York Times Magazine ". And what is this crisis to
which the Times Magazine alludes? Shall we call it" th e
preservation of nationalism? Or is there actual danger
to nationalism? Are national boundaries in danger o f
being altered or entirely swept away? What is thi s
mania that springs up in Italy and that clamors, "Dow n
Eros, Up, Mars ", and quickly spreads into an aggressiv e
war against the obscure black kingdom of Ethiopia in
the face of the joint condemnation of 52 nations ?

Here again is the ancient feud of the white man
against his black brother . It has come down from ver y
early times, and is even mentioned in prophecy, in th e
book of Genesis . But in Italy and Ethiopia we have
two Christian nations, at least so-called, fighting over—
what? Both nations claim to believe in Christ as "the
Prince of Peace ", and to uphold the teachings of Him
who said to the Apostle Peter, " Put up thy sword into
its sheath ; for all they that take the word must perish
with the sword."

It is maintained that Ethiopia was converted t o
Christianity in the fourth century, by Frumentius, a
disciple of Athanasius ; and that the inhabitants of thi s
land have not changed their religion from that day to
this . Some insist this is the reason why Ethiopia ha s
not been absorbed by other nations ; for all the rest o f
Africa is a continent of colonies, in which we find the
flags of Britain, France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal an d
Italy ; all of these countries having taken to themselve s
large slices of this vast primitive land—but up until no w
Ethiopia has maintained her independence .

The name Ethiopia formerly applied to all the dis-

tricts in Northern Africa, but Egypt . The word comes
from Aethiops, the son of Vulcan. The people consist of
a great many tribes . The population is estimated at
5,000,000, and of these 200,000 are said to be Christian.
A few thousand are Moslem . The remainder are savage
or semi-savage tribesmen:

Abyssinian churches contain a model of the sacred
Ark of the Covenant . The Ark itself is said to have bee n
brought frdm Solomon 's Temple by the Emperor Menei-
lik I . While this piece of furniture, held so sacred by the
Jews for many generations, is also venerated by the
Ethiopians, its real meaning is not understood by them .
Indeed the covenant, which the Ark represents, is no t
understood. For if it were, Haille Selassie would not
expect his government to be perpetuated indefinitely.
The Ark of the Covenant was seen by John the Apostl e
in his apocalyptic vision of the future, and the elucida-
tion of the Scriptures which a few persons enjoy toda y
has revealed the true meaning of this wonderful symbol .

The "Covenant" is the great promise or agreement
that God made with Abraham and with the Jewish
people, that through the seed of Abraham He woul d
eventually bless "all the families of the earth." This is
the main theme of prophecy which the Bible contains .
In the Lord's prayer it is expressed in the words, "Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven . " And the words which God gave to Daniel the
prophet were, "In the days of those kings the God o f
heaven shall set up a kingdom which shall never be des-
troyed ; but the kingdom shall break in pieces and sub -
due all other kingdoms, and it shall stand forever . "

The "Ark of the Covenant" represented God's pres-
ence with the Israelites of old. The term "ark" coupled
with the "covenant" signifies that God stands back o f
His mighty promise ; that He will uphold it ; that He
will never forsake it till it is brought into full effect in
the accomplishment of the divine plan and purpose of all .
the ages ; and this plan and purpose aims at the world' s
uplift- from sin, sorrow and death.

Haile Selassie, the . emperor of Ethiopia, insists that
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his throne has descended to him in an unbroken line
from King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba . Thus he
assumes to have antiquity on his side, and he points t o
a long line of ancestors to back up his claims to th e
throne "by divine right". Whether he can maintain that
throne for awhile longer is problematical . At least hi s
tribesmen have the advantage of knowing the countr y
in which they fight and of being adapted to its climatic
conditions . Apparently they have many sympathizers ,
not only in the "Dark Continent" but throughout th e
world .

Many are wondering if this embroilment of Ethiopi a
in war with Italy will immediately precipitate the grea t
final conflict of nations foretold in the Scriptures . Some
believe that Ethiopia is mentioned in prophecy, in a
manner that might indicate this . Hut it seems Ethio-
pia is but little mentioned in prophecy . Her wealth in
resources is suggested by a slatement found in the boo k
of job : "The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it s
wisdom." Then in Psa. 68 : 31 we read, "Ethiopia shal l
soon stretch out her hands unto God ." And Isa . 87
contains the following : "Glorious things are spoken o f
thee, 0 city of God. Selah. I will make mention of Ra-
hab and Babylon to them that know me : behold Philistia ,
and Tvre, with Ethiopia ; this man was born there . "

In the prophecy last referred to it seems evident that
"Ethiopia" is used in a symbolic sense, just as we fin d
Egypt and other countries used in prophecy—as for
example Rev . 11 :8 . which contains this prophecy :
"And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great City, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt ,
where also our Lord was crucified . " That this does not
allude to the literal country of Egypt is manifest, for
our Lord was not crucified in that land . Then in Isa .
31 we read . "Woe to them that go down to Egypt fo r
hell) . . . but look not unto the Holy One of Israel . . .
Now the Egyptians are men and not God ; and thei r
horses flesh, and not spirit . "

Thus it is clearly taught in the Bible that human
systems symbolized by the terms, Egypt, Sodom, Baby-
lon . et al . . are to fall to rise no more, and that this fal l
is to take n'ace as a result of a last great world struggle .
Such a conflict doubtless will begin with internationa l
war : and this will so weaken the ruling powers that th e
people driven to desperation by poverty, will throw off
the restraints of law and. order . This happened at th e
time of the French Revolution, and it can happen again .
Some one has said : "Civilization is a thin veneer whic h
is easily peeled off ." The Bible speaks of wind (war) ,
earthquake (revolution), and fire (anarchy), as mark-
ing the end of this age and the dissolution of the presen t
world-systems. No system can now last long, for th e
signs all indicate that we are near the end . Hence, if
Mussolini is building his hopes on a Roman world em-
pire he is doomed to disappointment .

We can not know definitely just what may precipitat e
the last conflict of nations . If we could learn from pro-
phecy that this action would be taken by Italy, Ethiopia ,
or any other nation, we should not keep the informatio n
to ourselves . Evidently it is not necessary for Christ-
ians to know this . The great thing to know and to ap-
preciate is that in the near future Christ will establis h
His kingdom, and that His regime will be the means

of giving peace, happiness, prosperity and everlastin g
life to all the willing and obedient of mankind . Between
the present time and that regime will occur the final
great cataclysm of sorrow and, death . This will huhnbl e
the world and will show the failure of human scheme s
to establish earthly conditions in a satisfactory way .
People will rejoice to know that God has taken hold
of the affairs of men, and the display of His power wil l
convince thousands of millions that before the worl d
lie "the golden ages, long foretold by seers and sages ."

How Big Is Your God ?

DR . HENRY NORRI'S RUSSELL, astronomer i n
Princeton University, has found that his study of th e
heavens has increased his faith in the existence of a per-
sonal Creator . In an article published in the September
issue of the American Magazine, he says :

"Our sun is so large that if some huge genie ., greater
than any dreamed of in `The Arabian Nights', could sit
beside it and ladle world upon world from its molten
mass, he could pour 3,000 worlds like our own int o
8,000-mile molds and still not use up one-hundredth
of the sun . Yet the sun, in a universe of suns, is a very
ordinary, middle-sized star .

"The seeming drift of mist in our sky, which we cal l
the Milky Way, is a galaxy composed of hundreds of
millions, perhaps a billion, of stars, many of them large r
than this .colossal sun . And beyond our vision are other
galaxies, swarming in new heavens on and on . Our
great telescopes reveal more than 50,000,000 galaxies .
Our deepest soundings of space find no bottom . .We
have not reached the limit—and there is more beyond .

'hat a challenge to him who is tired of his sky !

"There was a time when man could count the star s
in the sky. He made patterns of them—patterns of fate .
He forecast his destiny by them. Then the men of faith
and thought looked beyond his narrow sky and, lo, h e
stood upon the threshold of a wider heaven .

"It is so strange that this immensity we have dis-
covered has shaken the faith of man . We have merel y
looked deeply and found that there is more than ou r
old sky, that heaven is too vast for us to sound . If we
look aright, we may find new depths, too, in the very
beliefs we question .

"O,uce, after I had spoken of the galaxies in a public
lecture, a woman came and asked, `If our world is so
little, and the universe so great, can we believe that Go d
pays any attention to us?' ` That depends, madam, en-
tirely on how big a God you believe in,' I said . She
went away sadly, for she had hoped for encouragement
in some sort of disbelief . "

There will be a published report of the Pitts-
burgh Convention, containing the discourses ,
testimonies . and other interesting items . This
report will be . available soon after the conven-
t1on is over . These re ports are to be priced at
25 cents each . .5 for $1 . Orders should be sent
to Associated Bible Students, 610 Arch Street,
N. S. Pittsburgh, Pa.
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I And I John saw the holy w
new Jerusalem, coming down fromm
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a bride adorned for her husband .
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bernacle of govt is with men, and
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shall be his people, and God him -
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their God.
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former thin, are passed awar .

5 And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all things new .
And he said unto me, Write : fo r
'these words are true and faithful .

i s
Rev. 21 : 2 -5 .

FTER outlining in brief the history of th e
"concordant " or modern universalist move-
ment, also its principal arguments, as was
done in our first installment, last month, w e

will now proceed, to the consideration of certain funda-
mental principles in relation thereto.

The correctness or fallacy of any system of thought
must be judged by the basic principles upon which i t
is built ; and in this system under discussion_ we fin d
that its. postulates present a deterMined . assault upon
the . cardinal features of the Truth, to make way fo r
ideas which are said to more largely magnify the sov-
ereignty and love of God—but which claim we , chal-
lenge .

'It would appear that most of us are more apt at ap-
prehending, and less inclined to forget or ignore, th e
o1a-tward visible evidences that we are in the day of the
Lord than we are to note and remember the no les s
sure and even more important inward evidences of
faith, which are not so apparent to the natural mind .
For example : many seem to vividly realize and to
be very deeply impressed with the accumulating evi-
dence, that the world is now in its great "time of
trouble" ; but many seem to see less clearly, and to
forget more quickly, another phase of the trouble o f
this d'ay which concerns mainly the saints .

We refer to the present sifting, shaking, melting
and disintegrating "fiery trial," which is testing every
child of God—the insidious battle of error agains t
truth, of darkness against light, which is now bein g
waged in many subtle ways . Many who can easily
see that the world's time of trouble is already in pro-
cess, fail to recognize that the final trouble and trial
upon the church is even further advanced than the
world's troubles . We know that at the first advent
fleshly Israel stumbled over the cross of Christ, yet
we seem astounded to find that spiritual Israel is now
stumbling over the very same thing.

God's Attributes Not In Conflict

The theory under discussion- claims that God ' s
course in condemning mankind was just, but that Hi s
love is superior to His justice ; and that, while justice
has held sway for the past six thousand years, ye t

now the time is at hand for love to conquer . Here

an instance of perverted reasoning about God, from a
fallen human standpoint . We must remember that
God 's attributes are never at warfare, never the one
"conquering" the other ; it is only our fafllen state that
makes it seem so to us .

This 'Concordant theory of overbalancing justice
with love has no need for a ransom—there would b e
no place for a corresponding price in such a scheme .
Its advocates claim that God's love simply conquers,
and pays no "price" to justice for the sinner. But this
theory ignores the fact that while for the past si x
thousand years God 's justice has held full sway over
the race of sinners—revealed in human sorrow, sick-
ness and death—yet God's love has offered no pro -
test against it, except in one instance of the death o f
His dear Son—which they would say was not as a
ransom but as an object lesson !

The divine decree is that absolute obedience to th e
divine commands shall be required of all, not arbi-
traril y trarily but for the good, of all . Because all unright-
eousness is sin, therefore we are given the decree ,
"The wages of sin is death ." With such a righteous
indignation against sin, God made His law and ex-
plained it to Adam ; and, when the latter had violated
that law, He pronounced the sentence ; and for si x
thousand years has backed up the forces of nature
which have executed the decree—"Dying, thou shalt
die" !

Granting that God did pronounce a just sentence o f
death upon Adam . the question arises, How could He
ever deny or revoke that just sentence so as to gran t
mankind a resurrection from death to life, and restor e
to man all that was lost through disobedience? Whe n
God issues a decree does He not mean it? We are
told that God is "unchangeable " ; hence any sentence
of the supreme court of the universe must be unalter-
able--unless it can be shown to be unjust or unwise .
Neither of these could be acknowledged by anyon e
who believes the Bible ; hence the sentence of God
upon man is unalterable .

Bought With A Price

The Scriptures inform us that what was humanly
impossible, God accomplished. It was in order that

is"God might be just, and (yet) the justifier of them
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that believe in Jesus" that God provided a vicarious
sacrifice to atone for Adam's sin, says the apostle .
Blood atonement signifies, atonement by means of a
sacrifice of an uncondemned life, to pay for or redeem
a condemned life .

The transaction between our Lord Jesus and the
Heavenly Father, which was "finished" at Calvary,
was indeed one in which mankind was deeply con-
cerned, since it had special reference to their releas e
from sin, condemnation and death ; but condemned
man was not in any sense a party to that transaction .
Jesus, by giving Himself "a ransom for all," by paying
to justice the full penalty due from Adam, fully me t
the claim of justice against Adam and his race ; but
not, as some have erroneously assumed, by directly
crediting the sinner 's account, and saying, "The debt
of Adam is hereby cancelled, and he and his posterit y
are now set free from all penalty . " On the contrary
the entry would read something like this : "This ac-
count or claim against Adam and his race has been
sold and assigned in full to the Lord Jesus Christ,
who gave therefor the full corresponding price .' "

Therefore the sinner 's debt was not cancelled at
Calvary, but was transferred, or made over to our
Lord Jesus, who personally assumed our debt, paid
our penalty, bought us with His own precious blood .
Therefore, instead of freeing us He owns us ; and
while He bought us in order to free us ultimately ,
yet the purchase and the emancipation are entirely
separate and distinct transactions .

Christ Jesus, as the honored representative of the
Father and His plan, and also as the purchaser of th e
claim of justice against mankind', will offer pardon,
reconciliation and restoration of all that was lost, to
all the race whose ransom He became . He will offe r
it to none unconditionally ; the conditions, always the
same, being faith in and loving obedience to God .
These are the conditions of the New Covenant, which
will be sealed with Jesus' precious blood .

The failure to discern the difference betwenn "ran-
som" and "pardon " has led to much confusion o f
faith on the part of many. If Jesus did redeem us ,
by paying an equivalent and thus purchasing our re -
lease from death, then our Father did not pardon us .
That is, He did not suffer sin "to pass without pun-
ishment" ; but rather God "laid' on Him (Jesus) th e
iniquity of us all . "

It is therefore erroneous to say that God "pardons "
sinners, because such is not the Scriptural view . It
has been claimed that God pardoned the Jews in an-
swer to our Lord's petition from the cross— "Father ,
forgive them, for they know not what they do . " But
Christ's prayer was anticipating the fact that soon Hi s
death would be accomplished, and by virtue of Hi s
shed blood a basis would be provided whereby Hi s
destroyers could be forgiven their act ; but only i n
event of their repentance, contrition and obedience to
the divine will . There is a question, of course, as to
whether this particular text is authentic .

Ignorance saves no one ; nor can it be made a basi s
for the exercise of either pardon or forgiveness . Hav-
ing purchased the human race through His death, our

Lord will exonerate or grant forgiveness and remis-
sion of sins to all the race ; but only when each indi-
vidual applies for the exoneration himself, in orde r
that each may fully realize his necessity and depend -
=cc. We must not forget that the depravity resulting
from the Adamic fall ; and impairment of the moral
as well as physical qualities of human nature furnishe s
a tendency toward wilful sin, even when the surround-
ing circumstances do not entirely mislead one 's judg-
ment.
The Sin of the Pharisees
Our Lord confronted the Pharisees, in whose pres-

ence He had healed the sick, cured the blind and lame ,
cast out devils, and even raised the dead . Even though
depravity through the fall might have blinded them
that they could not accept Jesus as the promised Mes-
siah, yet they were certainly inexcusable for insisting
as a last resort, when they could find no fault in Him ,
"We know that this man bath a devil, " and casts out
devils by the power of Beelzebub the prince of devils .
Such a manifestation of hatred and opposition to ligh t
came not through the fall, and cannot be forgiven a s
such. Hence Jesus informed them : "All manner of
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but the blas-
phemy against the holy spirit shall not be forgiven
men . " They might reject Jesus and speak evil o f
Him, misunderstanding Him and His message ; but
after such a demonstration of the power of God in do-
ing a good work as had been given them, though the y
might not have been able to receive it as proof o f
Tesus ' claim of Messiahship, they were nevertheles s
inexcusable in attributing it to Satan's Hower .

The penalty of the Pharisees ' wilful sin was
"stripes" and not death : because, though sinnin g
against light, it was not against full light and knowl-
edge . To have acted and spoken as they did unde r
full appreciation would have been punishable only wit h
the full "wages of sin"—death .

To some it may occur that the Pharisees wer e
"blinded" by sin and Satan . hence not really respons-
ible for their course . To this we reply, that while i t
is freely admitted by all, and the scriptures plainl y
declare, that "blindness in part" is upon all Israel, and ,
in fact upon all the children of Adam through the fall ,
vet from Jesus ' words we must conclude that thes e
Pharisees were not totally blind . It was to these same
Pharisees that Jesus said, " If I had not done amon g
you the wroks which none other man did, ye had no t
had sin . "

But if such sin against a measure of light may b e
expiated, why could not such a course have bee n
adopted with Adam? Why might not he and other s
have expiated their sins by sufferings, without th e
need of a ransom price being given for them? The
differences in the two cases is this : Adam was perfect,
not fallen, not blinded in the least degree ; and in his
purity, innocence and holiness he had no sectarian sys-
tem to support and , no proud theory to maintain ;
whereas the Pharisees were greatly fallen, very im-
perfect, much blinded, and had been drilled in the be-
lief that traditions must be upheld .

Adam had full intercourse and communion with Je-
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hovah, had witnessed His power in his own perfec t
talents, and had the law of God inwrought in his very
being ; he was a moral image of God in the flesh . But
the Pharisees, in common with all others of the fallen
race, had lost that intercourse and communion wit h
their maker ; in them the moral image was well-nigh
effaced, the heart of flesh had turned to stone, and
the law of God originally written thereon had bee n
almost obliterated. Hence, for the perfect Adam to
sin wilfully against perfect and unquestioned evidence s
was sin in the fullest sense, and justly deserved the
fullest penalty ; not "stripes," but death, extinction .
He has been under that penalty ever since he was con-
demned to it, and would so continue forever—dead t o
all eternityhad not a substitute been found for him ,
in Jesus .

Just so it is with the second death . It is the penalty
of full, complete and wilful transgression against full ,
complete knowledge and ability. It is evident, then ,
that the Pharisees could not commit "the sin unto
death" because of the lack of light and ability ; but it
is just as evident that anyone who, through the ac-
ceptance of the ransom, has been fully recovered out
of the degradation and imperfections resulting fro m
Adam 's transgression, and who has been brought to
a full, realizing sense of his relationship to God, could
commit the sin unto death—the second deathby wil-
fully sinning against such light and ability, or by a wil-
ful rejection of Jesus' ransom sacrifice, through faith
in which they once had been released from Adamic
guilt and penalty.

Eve's Transgression

There is a lesson for us in Eve 's transgression which
we presume few have carefully considered, but if w e
do so we may profit thereby . The tempter first sug-
gested a question to his unsuspecting victim : "Hath
God indeed said . Ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden? And the woman said, We may eat of th e
fruit of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, lest ye die . "

"And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall no t
surely die ; for God cloth know that on the day ye ea t
thereof, your eyes will be opened and ye will be as
Gods, knowing good and evil . And when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it wa s
pleasant to the eyes, and the tree was desirable to
(make one wise, she took of its fruit and did eat, an d
gave to her husband and he did eat . "

Now where did the danger to Eve begin? The ar-
gument of the tempter seemed plausible . Satan first
stated that if she should partake of the forbidden frui t
she would not die, and then further suggested that
God was depriving them of certain privileges which
they ought to be enjoying, treating them ungenerously .
This calumny upon God's goodness Eve failed to re-
sent, as she should have done . She should have re-
plied at once that she had no reason to doubt God's
truthfulness ; that He never had deceived them and
therefore they had no reason to believe He ever would ;
that His authority was rightful, since He was thei r
Creator and benefactor .

Centuries later Paul forewarned the church of an
effort of the very, same adversary to beguile the "sec-
ond Eve" in a very similar manner ; and indicated that
the deception would assume its greatest proportions at
the close of the Gospel age . He suggests that the
temptation consists in departure from the simplicity o f
the doctrines of Christ and the acceptance of theories
of the "enemies of the cross . " Led, like Eve, mainly
by curiosity, many have given valuable time and atten-
tion to following various philosophical theories unti l
they are lost in a labyrinth of confusion, becoming un-
certain as to what they believe on any subject . By
giving time and attention to these vain imaginings ,
building upon "no-ransom " premises which they know
at the outset to be wrong, they allow themselves to b e
led step by step away from all truth concerning God's
simple and glorious plan of the ages .

Many say, "Well, I cannot understand their teach-
ing entirely, but I am not afraid to read anything .
They have some truth, and I will read and hold o n
to what is good in their teaching, and let the rest go ;
it cannot hurt me ." But they forget that it can an d
dbes hurt them. With them as .with Mother Eve, the
power of the temptation lies in its subtility and in thei r
inexperience with Satan's wiles .

But how can investigation of anything injure the
honest truth seeker? In the first place, it consume s
the time which might otherwise be spent in gaining a
more thorough acquaintance with the real plan of God ,
and in building up themselves and others in the truth ;
and while they are pursuing these theories they ar e
losing sight of and forgetting the true plan . The mind
thus filled with false doctrines, and set to work in a
vain attempt to understand them and to see how they
can be made to appear consistent with the truth, o r
even with themselves, cannot at the same time be oc-
cupied in proper meditation on God ' s own blessed
truth .

Does God anywhere suggest that if we would find
the pure water of truth we must wallow in every gut -
ter, because there is a little water therein ; or that we
should try to filter the impure water to get the littl e
good that Satan permits to remain as a bait for the
unwary? Nay ; the Lord has provided His Word and
the holy spirit, and if we have the spirit of truth—
a desire to know it in order that we may obey it—then
we shall be convinced of and "established in the truth . "

(To Be Continued )

The Dawn Is for All Who Want It
We want The Dawn to go to every individual wh o

would enjoy the message which it contains, irrespectiv e
of whether he is able to pay for it . Those who, on ac-
count of the depression, sickness, old age, or otherwise
cannot afford the subscription price of $1 a year, ar e
urged to send for it just the same . We will gladly put
all such on the list for its regular visits . The only thing
that we ask is that such requests be renewed each year ,
the same as though they were paid subscriptions. This
is necessary in order to comply with postal regulations .
We request that our regular subscribers pass this infor-
mation on to those whom they have reason to believ e
would like to have The Dawn sent to them.



Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity ;
the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented )
roaring; Wren's hearts failing them for fear and fo r
looking forward to the things coming upon th e
earth (society) ; for the powers of the heaven s
(ecclesiasticism) shall be shaken . . . . Td/hen ye se e
these things come to pass, then know that the King-
donv. of God is nigh at hand. Look up, lift avp your
heads, rejoice, for your deliverance drawth nigh—

Luke 21 :25-28, 3 1

CHRISTIAN THANKSGIVIN G
O sing the sweet song of thanksgiving to Go d
one needs not have any cultivation of the voice ,
but he does require a special training of th e
heart and mind ; for this is essentially a hear t

song, and those who sing it to good effect must hav e
learned to do so in the School of Appreciation .

A story is told of a man who believed that he had s o
many causes for discouragement that to him life n o
longer Was worth while . Having ruminated to some
considerable exteiit over the matter, one day he sa t
down with a pencil and paper with a view to makin g
out a list of his trials and troubles . It wasn't long unti l
his list appeared so formidable that he discontinued . i t
and decided that so many oppositions and sorrows in
life were too much for one man to bear. The only rea-
sonable thing to do seemed to be to get rid of an ex-
istence that was obnoxious ; so he decided that he would
put an end to it all .

Next morning the man said to himself, "Well, befor e
I take my life I guess I ' ll go over and see my friend
Jim, and have a last talk with him . So forthwith h e
went to his friend's house, and there he unburdened hi s
mind and told of his many difficulties and heartaches .
At length he took from his pocket the paper containing
a complete list of his troubles . His friend read it an d
expressed much sympathy . Then after a time he said ,
"Now, Toni, I want you to promise to do me on e
favor . It is reasonable and you can easily do it ." And
the despondent man replied that he would grant an y
final favor he could .

"Very well," said Jim, "when you go home tonigh t
sit right down and make out a list of the things yo u
have to be tlianleful for ; and the next time you com e
here, bring- the list and show it to me. "

That night Tom started to make out his list . At
first he thought there were not more than two or three
things that he would need to put down . However, a s
he went on with his task, one thing suggested another ,
and soon he was amazed to find his list of blessings
was as long as the list of woes he had made out previ-
ously ; and it seemed that he was not yet half through .
The sequel is that he decided not to commit suicide ;
for, as he reasoned it out, the preponderance of goo d
was on his side, and in comparison therewith the evil

was small ; therefore it would not be just or right fo r
him to destroy his life under such circumstances .

The principle set forth in this story has been state d
so many thousands of times by various sag-es of th e
world that it may seem superfluous even to mentio n
it again. But, after all, some of the commonest o f
things are the very finest in quality . One of the mos t
common of flowers is the dandelion of the fields . On
its head are some 250,000 pollen grains—seemingly
common dust particlesyet every single one of these
grains when viewed under the microscope is found to
be most intricately and exquisitely made . It is the
common things of life that make up life ; and if we
do not succeed in finding something worth while in
these, then we fall short of some of our highest priv-
ileges .

Some Comparison s

The spirit of thanksgiving is fostered by compari-
sons or , contrasts which we all are prone to make, an d
this is especially true in the life of the Christian .
Here comes in the element of appreciation . . We begin
by comparing or contrasting our new life with the ol d
life . .Speaking under the over of prophecy Davi d
said, "He brought me up also out of the horrible pi t
and out of the miry clay—and set my feet upon a
rock . . . And he bath put a new song in my mouth . "
This is a strongly presented picture, for one partly im-
mersed in miry clay and trying to exist in a horribl e
pit is in anything but an enviable plight . Yet the
Christian was formerly in the pit of Adaniie death ,
and until he got the truth he was entangled in the miry
clay of human traditions and fallacies . That he ha s
been delivered from these is due to the great merc y
and favor of the Lord .

It is a great thing for us to appreciate as fully as
possible the exact change that has taken place in ou r
condition since we have become sons of God and pros-
pectively joint-heirs with Christ . The change is one
that has given us an altogether different appraisement
of life's values in the present, and a different outlook
in regard to the future. Furthermore, it resolves the
experiences of our past lives into elements that we ca n
turn to good account . The great lesson that it teaches
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us is set forth by the prophet in the word b'y "Not by
might nor by power, but by My spirit, said the Lor d
of hosts, " and that no life can be rightly lived apart
from God.

It is the spirit of God—the power of divine truth
working in the mind—that has lifted the Christian up
to such a different and exalted thought-plane of ex-
istence . All around him he sees manifested the spiri t
of the world . He beholds the hydra-headed; monster s
of selfishness, pride, avarice, fear injustice and ope n
crime. If ever he had any use for such things, no w
he has a strong and relentless hatred of them eve n
while he feels a compassion for those who so becom e
the victims of human passions . He is utterly out o f
harmony with the general law and order of things ,
which is in opposition to divine law ; yet he approve s
of things that are good and that would tend to pro -
mote the true progress of the human: family .

The Spirit of Thanksgiving

The spirit of Thanksgiving is one that causes us to
appreciate all that God has clone and is doing for us .
God need not have sent us the truth, but He did sen t
it . He need not have enlightened our minds to see
the meaning of the truth, but He did enlighten us .
He need; not have raised up friends to encourage u s
along our Christian way, but He did raise up such
friends . He need not have permitted us to have th e
privilege of attending conventions, but most of us hav e
had such privilege . He need not have given us "songs
in the night," but we know that we have had them .
And truly, in the words of the prophet, He has give n
us "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness . "

Furthermore, the spirit of thankfulness is one tha t
causes us to realize our own unworthiness of the bless-
ings that God has bestowed upon us . The apostle says
that "while we were yet sinners Christ died for the
ungodly ." Then again we read, "For ye see you r
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men afte r
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, , are called ;
but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world t o
confound the wise ; and God bath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things .that are
mighty ; and base things of the world and things that
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to naught things that are ; that no
flesh should glory in His presence . "

What then is our judgment of ourselves? Wher e
do we stand? Do we belong to the wise, the mighty
or the noble of mankind? Or do we belong to the
somewhat foolish and weak things of the world, yea ,
and to the base things, to things that are not (are just
nothing) ? If honest with ourselves we must surel y
see that we did not amount to much at any time . Our
capacities were very limited . Perhaps the world could
have gotten along just as well without us .

But when God took hold of our lives, for the first
time we really began to amount to something . There
is no guesswork about this statement, for the apostl e
assures us that such is a fact. He tells us that i n
God's sight we are wise and righteous, sanctified and
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redeemed . And if we thus stand in God 's sight, what
need we care how we are viewed by anyone else ?
Let us take note of the apostle's words : "But of Him
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto u s
wisdom, and righteousness,- and sanctification, and re-
demption."—I. Cor . 1 :30.

What could we ask more than that? People work
hard in order to get a reputation for wisdom or 'for
knowledge in the world. It is not standing in the
Lord 's sight they want, but in men's sight. And
sometimes they win this only_to lose it again . In this
connection we recall -the, lament of Cardinal Thomas
Woolsey of England, who is said to have exclaime d
at the end of his life, "If I had but served my Go d
with half the zeal with which I served my king He
would not have abandoned me to my enemies in the time
of my old age ." And such has been the experience o f
many others, so that at the close of their career the y
have been willing and ready to say, "Vanity of van-
ities, all is vanity . "

A Thankful Christian

He who has the truth and follows it will never wak e
up to find that he has made a mistake . Recently a
brother in Christ told us this story of his experience :

"In my younger days I married ; and my wife and
I were very much devoted to each other . We were
the best of companions . Marriage was a beautifu l
thing in our case, and, under its spell life became some-
thing new and different from what it had been before .
But the changes in life are many, and there was a
great sorrow ahead for me . In the midst of our
happiness my wife fell ill . I began to wake to realize
a dread possibility. Then before long my worst fear s
assumed appalling form in the terrible calamity that be -
fell me. My wife lay dead before my eyes ; and my
heart seemed to lie dead with her in the casket .

"Somehow or other I still lived on—it is wonderfu l
what the spirit can bear in the way of grief . It was
not long thereafter when the light of truth found me .
Surely the Lord had His eyes on me and pitied me . I
read the Scripture Studies and saw the great plan of
God . Before this time I had known nothing of it ; bu t
now it loomed up in all its majestic proportions . These
books introduced to me our Creator as a great, kind,
wise, loving and mighty being who was carrying out
the grandest plan and purpose that could be imagined .
The creeds of the Dark Ages faded away from m y
mind, and I began to see something of the length,
breadth, height and depth of love divine that passeth
knowledge. It wabs the greatest transformation by far
that I had ever known. Old things had passed away,
and all things had become new . '

"And now I can even say this : If I could have my
precious wife restored to me in exchange for God ' s
truth, I would have to refuse the offer . Yes, the
truth has become more to me than wife, home, chil-
dren, friends and every earthly possession and re-
lationship . Without the truth life's purpose was un-
known to me, but now it is known . Indeed it has made
life a sacred thing . to me ; and I can look forward to
the time when the present griefs and sorrows will h e
eternally gone, and all the glorious things for which



the truth has caused us to hope will be ours for ever -
more . "

God's Truth Paramount

What the Lord did for this brother in making com-
pensation for his loss, He can do for anyone. Some
writer has said : "Give up nothing for the truth, and
the truth is nothing to you. Give up something for th e
truth, and the truth is something to you . Give up
much for the truth, and the truth is much to you . Give
up everything for the truth, and the truth is EVERY-
THING to you . " And because the Lord wants th e
truth to become everything to us, therefore He has
set before us the privilege of sacrifice, whereby we can
give up everything for the truth—give up even our
own bodies, in the sense that we regard them as n o
longer ours, but as belonging to Him who loved u s
and redeemed us, and whose Word' says to us, "Y e
are not your own, ye are bought with a price . There-
fore, glorify God in your bodies and in your spirits ,
which are God ' s . "

Nothing is more indicative of a spirit of ingratitude
than murmuring and complaining because of what th e
Lord 's providences permit . It is the power of faith
that enables us to see the guiding hand of God in al l
our affairs . No matter how dark the night, faith can
always see a star of hope . No matter how steep an d
hard the way, faith can always find the flowers o f
gratitude and joy . So it is that faith in the outcome
of our experiences engenders the spirit of thanksgiv-
ing. He who is strong in faith rises superior to al l
that might hear a semblance to disaster and defeat .
Ah yes, "Faith can firmly trust Him, come what may. "

So, with faith and gratitude dwelling together, the
Christian 's heart is indeed well garrisoned . Outside
and around him are all the forces of evil but God ca n
keep him as surely as He kept Daniel in the den o f
lions, or the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace . There
is something in the very nature of gratitude that i s
opposed to selfishness, avarice and pride . A servant
of God was once heard to say, "The Lord has showere d
so many favors on me that when I come to think of
them I feel almost ashamed to ask Him for anythin g
else . " Here was evidenced the spirit of gratitude, th e
spirit of thanksgiving in all its beauty. The sugges-
tion. it imparts is helpful to all of us ; so that when
we come to God in prayer we do not ask Him to re -
move the testings and trials that He sees are necessar y
for our development, but rather we ask for grace an d
strength to bear them ; and always we remember that
He is helping us, that His grace is sufficient for us ;
for if it were not. so the enemy would surely get i n
and crush us .

Those who do not consider what great things the
Lord has done for them will not enter into His service
with the spirit that they should have, and will surely
drop out of that service altogether eventually . We
know the Master's parables of the servant who re-
spectively refused to use the Lord's pound and talent .
Such a servant is lacking in appreciation of what th e
Master has done for him. He was called "wicked, "

not because of something he had done but because o f
something, he had not done. Behind all was the sin of
ingratitude. Such servants are thinking of self, not of
Him "who hath called them out of darkness into Hi s
marvelous light ." Their minds have not become en-
raptured with a vision of the beauteous privileges o f
service . They have failed to properly interpret the
life of Jesus ; they have failed to understand what th e
high calling of God in Christ Jesus really means to
the prospective "bride" of Christ . They have actually
failed all along the line of Christian advancement .
Let Us Take the Cu p

Shall we not say, "What shall I render unto the
Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will take the
cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord .
I will pay my vows unto the Most High ." And oh ,
what a cup that is ! Looking into the cup, we can
see that there is suffering to be drained. But, thank
God, that is not the only thing . In this cup there i s
"the peace of God that passeth all understanding ." Then
there is the knowledge that God has given us of Hi s
purposes and plans . There is daily joy and blessing in
the cup. There is the privilege of loving and servin g
God 's people, in that cup . Therein is the glorious bow
of promise . There are hope and strength and mercy
to be found in the cup . Yes, what a cup it is! It i s
rightly called "the cup of salvation," for it is full o f
salvation. Let us take it up daily and drink of its con-
tents, calling on the name of the Lord for grace to hel p
in every time of need.

What shall I render, 0 my God ,
For help and pleasant food ?
While golden light in Truth's bright halls,
Though dark the night and rude !
May I each hour reflect the power
Of love and gratitude.

The world has never seen a time of greater unres t
and uncertainty than the present one . Truly, as the
prophet wrote, the mountains (kingdoms) are bein g
carried into the sea of confusion . The waters (people )
being troubled, are roaring and causing the mountains
to shake and come down . Yet David went on to say,
"There is a river the streams whereof shall make glad
he city of God, the dwelling place of the tabernacles

of the Most High. God is in the midst of her, she
shall not be moved . God shall help her, and that right
early. "

It is the sweet and health-giving waters of thi s
river of truth that cause our hearts 'to rejoice today ;
for we are assured thereby that God is in the midst o f
His people, and that they shall not he moved at a time
when all the elements of the systems of earth are about
to be dissolved' .

Those who love the Lord and who in their hearts
have the spirit of the truth, the spirit of thanksgiving ,
will be found( trying to do the Lord's work at this time.
They will be holding forth the light of life so that i t
may shine forth in this dark night-time of the world ,

using other hearts to look up with expectancy and
hope, and to realize that the great eternal morning o f
peace, blessing and joy is now about to dawn .
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THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAI N
"And I beheld, and, lo, in the 'midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a

lalnb as it had been slain . . . "—Rev. 5 : 6 .

NE of the most interesting symbolisms of th e
Bible is that of the ` slain Lamb' . It calls to
attention the great work of atonement by which
a lost world is to be reconciled to God. The

statement of our text relative to the slain Lamb is bu t
one of a series of such references by which Christ' s
ransom sacrifice may be traced throughout the entire
Bible . Sometimes these references are found in direct
statements of the Word, while at other times they are
contained in the interesting pictures and types of th e
Divine Revelation .

Soon after the disobedience of our first parents an d
the pronouncement upon them of the sentence, "Dying,
thou shalt die," God called man's attention in a pictoria l
way to the fact that an atonement for sin ultimatel y
would be made . He did this in a very unique way, by
manifesting His special favor upon an offering that wa s
brought to Him by Abel, which offering was one of th e
"firstlings of the flock". (Gen. 4 : 6) . In Hebrews 11 : 4
the apostle tells us that "by faith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous . " The Bible
record does not indicate the extent of Abel 's knowledge
of the significance of the sacrifice which he brought t o
the Lord, but the apostle's statement would indicate
that he must have had sufficient knowledge to kno w
that the bringing to the Lord of the firstlings of th e
flock would be especially pleasing to the Creator . In
this sacrifice which Abel offered we have the first Bi-
blical picture of the slain Lamb .

Isaac A Type

Some time after the flood God appeared to Abraha m
and made promise that through his seed all the familie s
of the earth would he blessed. When Isaac was born
Abraham probably thought that he was to constitut e
the seed of promise ; and in fact, Isaac was a type of the
coming Christ . God asked Abraham to offer up his be -
loved son, Isaac, as a sacrifice . Abraham's faith arose
to the occasion ; and he actually made every necessary
Preparation to carry out Jehovah 's will, even to the
raising of his knife to slay his son. Then the angel of
the Lord: intervened, and a lamb was substituted for
Isaac. (Gen. 22 : 13) . Here again we have an interesting
picture pointing forward to the coming of the belove d
Son of God to be man ''s Redeemer—as represented in
Isaac—and that as the Redeemer He would be looked
upon as the slain Lamb .

When God would bring about deliverance of His peo-
ple from the land of Egypt, picturing in a general way
the deliverance of all mankind from the thraldom of
sin and death, we find that a Lamb—the "passover
lamb"—figured very prominently in the deliverance.
The Israelites were commanded to yearly commemorat e
the sacrifice of the original passover lamb, as a reminde r
to them of their great deliverance from Egypt that was
effected by divine power—first on behalf of their first
born and later on behalf of all Israel.

Not only in the pictures and types of the Bible is
the symbolism of the slain Lamb thus kept prominentl y
before our minds, but in the express prophecies als o
God reminds us of the great sacrifice that would b e
made by His beloved Son . Concerning Him the Prophe t
Isaiah was caused to write : "He was oppressed, and
He was afflicted, yet He openeth not His mouth : He
is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so He opened not Hi s
mouth ."—Isa. 53 : 7 .

"Behold the Lamb! "

John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, had the
privilege of identifying Jesus as the One who had com e
to fulfil both the pictures and the prophecies of the Ol d
Testament relative to the great redemptive work of th e
slain Lamb. John made this identification in those well -
known words, "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh
away the sin of the world ! "—John 1 :29 .

Later, the apostles also made effective use of the
slain Lamb. Peter, for example, refers to Jesus as "a
Lamb without blemish and without spot . " (1 Pet . 1 :19) '
In the second chapter of this same epistle, verses 23 and
24, Peter again refers to Jesus as a slain Lamb, quotin g
from the prophecy contained in the 53rd chapter o f
Isaiah. Thus it is that the Lord has given us this abund-
ant array of testimony, assuring us over and over again
of His loving plan of redemption through His Son ,
whereby not only may we, the church, have a standin g
before Him, but also that eventually all mankind wil l
have the opportunity of returning to a condition' o f
atonement with their Creator .

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord ,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word .

What more can He say, than to you He has said ,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled."

Nor is our text (Rev. 5 : 6) the only reference to
this symbolism in the book of Revelation . As a matter
of fact, many of the great events Mentioned in thi s
closing prophecy of the Bible are shown, either directly
or indirectly, to be associated with "the Lamb that was
slain." The "Lamb" is the One who is found worthy to
open the great "scroll " of the divine plan—as symbol-
ized in the progressive opening of "the seven seals " .
Later, the Lamb is represented as being at war wit h
"the beast", and His victory over the beast is vividly
foretold . In Revelation 19 : 7 the uniting of Jesus with
His church—"the people for His name" (Acts 15 : 14)
—is described as "the marriage of the Lamb" .

Finally, when God would emphasize for us the fac t
that the ultimate objective in His loving program for
the human family is the restoration of mankind to life
and happiness, He reminds us that this glorious con -
summation is to be brought about through the redemp-
tive work of the slain Lamb. We quote : "And he showed
me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro-
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ceeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb . In
the midst of the street of it and on either side of th e
river was the tree of life, which bear twelve manne r
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month : and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations . "
—Rev. 22 : 1, 2 .

In Revelation 14 : 1 we have another very interestin g
reference to this "Lamb of God, " which reads, "And
I looked, and, lo a Lamb stood on mount Sion . " It i s
said that one of the characteristics of sheep, in contra-
distinction to that of goats, is the fact that they are in-
clined to seek the valleys rather than the higher place s
in their grazing fields. It is said that goats, on th e
other hand are inclined to seek the hilltops . If this be
true, then it certainly is most remarkable that the "Lam b
of God" is here shown to be standing on "Mount"
Sion. The Lamb is thus symbolized as occupying a n
exalted position. The reason for this becomes apparen t
when we examine this picture in connection with other
features of the great plan of human redemption .

Christ Humbled Himself

In Philippians 2 : 5-12 Paul holds up Jesus as an ex-
ample to the Christian, saying, "Let this mind be in
you, which was alsu in Christ Jesus : who, being i n
the form of God, thought not by robbery to be equa l
with God ; but made Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was mad e
in the likeness of men : and being found in fashion a s
a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unt o
death, even the death of the cross . . Wherefore, God
hath highly exalted Him and given Him a name which
is above every name . " Here then, is the reason why
the Lamb is pictured as being on "Mount Zion " . It i s
because the Heavenly Father "exalted" Him to that
high position ; and His exaltation came as a reward fo r
His faithfulness in "humbling " Himself and becoming
the slain Lamb .

It is remarkable to note the abundant testimony o f
the Scriptures concerning the "sufferings of Christ ,
and the glory that should follow ." In both the Old and
New Testaments this thought is kept prominently
before the reader. In the chapter from which our text
is taken concerning the slain Lamb, the Revelator con-
tinues and gives us a symbolic description of the glor y
that comes to the Lamb, as follows : "And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under th e
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are i n
them heard I saying, Blessing and honor, and glor y
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne ,
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever . "

In Isaiah 53 the glory as well as the suffering o f
Christ is brought to our attention . After describing
Jesus as the Lamb that is led to the slaughter, Jehovah
says, "Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the
great"—with the Creator Himself . (Verse 12) . Jesus
acknowledged fulfillment of this "exceeding great and
precious promise" when, in Revelation 3 : 21, He says ,
"even as I also overcame, and am set down with My
Father in His throne ." From this it is clear that Jesus
actually was given "a portion with the Great . "

The 144,000 on Mt. Sion

In Revelation 14 : 1, additional information is given
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us—information that vitally concerns every footstep fol-
lower of the Lamb. Here we are told that the Lamb i s
not alone on Mount Sion, but that there are "with Him
an hundred, and forty and four thousand, having thei r
Father's name written in their foreheads." Who are
these, and how do they come to be with the Lamb o n
Mount Sion? Because this company of 144,000 is else-
where, in the book of Revelation, described as being
made up of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel,
it is claimed by some that Gentile Christians do not
enter into the picture at all. Such fail to be guided b y
the clear teaching of the Apostle Paul on this point ;
for he makes it plain that while the promises of Messian-
ic glory were made originally to the natural seed o f
Abraham, yet that since the nation of Israel as a whol e
rejected Christ, and blindness came upon them, th e
Gentiles have been invited to come in to make up th e
foreordained number—this is called by the apostle,
"the fullness of the Gentiles ." The third chapter of
Ephesians and eleventh chapter of Romans should b e
conclusive on this point .

The question of Jews and Gentiles was being dis-
cussed by the apostles at a conference held in Jeru-
salem, and James stood up and gave the conclusion o f
the matter in the words of that well-known text : "God
at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them
a people for His name . " (Acts 15 : 14) . It is this peo-
ple, made up of a "remnant" of the natural seed o f
Abraham, together with the "fullness" from among the
Gentiles, that are shown to be with the Lamb on Moun t
Sion, having their -"Father's name written in thei r
foreheads ." These are the "sons" of God referred t o
by Paul, when he says, "If children, then heirs, heir s
of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ if so be that
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorifie d
together ."—Rom. 8 : 17 .

The Revelator makes clear the condition upon which
anyone may hope to be "glorified together " with the
Lamb, by saying, "These are they which follow the
Lamb, whithersoever He goeth . " Ah yes, the same rigid
conditions of discipleship are her set forth as we find
them elsewhere in the Bible—it is that of following
the Lamb. The way in which the Lamb walked was
one that ended in death—He was "led as a Lamb t o
the slaughter ; and those who follow Him all the way
must also go with Him into death . In discussing the
sufferings of Christ, in which the church shares, Paul
says . "As it is written, For Thy sake we are killed al l
the day long ; we are accounted as sheep for the slaugh-
ter . "—Rom. 8 : 36 .

Many Worship They Know Not What

In this great fact of "following the Lamb," we have
brought to our attention a fundamental doctrine of th e
divine plan which distinguishes the true Christian life
from that misconception of Christianity which is i n
name only. Millions of earnest people, devotionally
inclined by nature, have prostrated themselves before
an imaginary God to whom they have formally at-
tached the name of Jesus, but without having any tru e
conception of the doctrines of Christ, except possibly
His moral teachings, which in many respects are no t
unlike the ethics taught by good people of other re-
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ligions. Such good people in "Christendom " have wor-
shiped a God whom they have called Christ, and hav e
supposed that in some unexplainable way He ha s
"saved" them frdm a "wrath to come"—a vengeance
which they imagine will be poured, out upon the major-
ity of the human race in the form of eternal tortur e
in a literal lake of fire, or some other consciou s
suffering .

But when we see the beauties of the divine plan ,
we recognize that neither the work of Christ nor th e
work of His Christian followers is that of "saving "
people from the fires of hell . Not only is there no such
place in God's arrangement, but furthermore Christ is
not now saving, nor trying to save, the world at all .
Through the divine plan we have learned that Christ
is the Messiah of the Old Testament, and that the pur e
pose and work of the Messiah is that of restoring the
condemned world to life in a perfect earthly paradis e
during His coming thousand-year reign . We have
learned also—O glorious fact—that the church of Chris t
is now being called out from the world not merely
to "save" them but in order that they may become
coworkers with God in the coming great Messiani c
purpose of restitution for mankind .

It is this glorious fact that lifts true Christianit y
out of the category of a mere religion, or a blind de-
votion to an abstract God, and makes of it a definite
and glorious purpose in life—an actual vocation—in
which all of one' s time, talents, strength and means ar e
laid upon the altar of sacrifice besides that of Jesus ,
that we may be accepted as Christian "coworkers "
with the God of the universe, in carrying out His pla n
for reconciling a lost race to Himself Rom . 12 : 1 ;
2 Cor . 5 :16-21 ; 6 : 1 .

But to enter into the routine of such a highly fa-
vored relationship with the Heavenly Father require s
great faithfulness on the part of the individual Christ-
ian . Yes, we must indeed "follow the Lamb whither-
soever He goeth . " To those two disciples who aske d
to sit, one on the Master's righthand and the other o n
His lefthand, Jesus said, "Ye know not what ye ask .
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of ,
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with?" (Matt . 2 : 25 .) This was but another way of
asking if they were able to follow Him all the wa y
into death—to place their all on the altar and keep i t
there, daily laying down their lives in the service o f
the Heavenly Father, even as He was doing .

What It Means to "Follow Him"

The matter of following the Lamb involves more, yea ,
much more, than merely living a moral and upright
life and acknowledging Christ as our Saviour . That
rich young ruler who came to Jesus to enquire th e
terms of discipleship was plainly told that his morality ,
which resulted from an earnest effort to keep God ' s
law, left him lacking so far as being a Christian wa s
concerned . He was bidden to give up all that he had ,
and then to follow Jesus in self-sacrificing, even unt o
death .

And, as already noted, the matter of following th e
Lamb, is not merely that of a blind submission to trial s
—although it will result in trials—nor is it a frenzied

activity in serving the Lord—although one cannot truly
follow the Lamb without constant, enthusiatic activity
in the divine service . To truly follow the Lamb mean s
an intelligent obedience to the plan of God for the
Christian, as outlined in the Bible, including the shar-
ing of Christ 's sufferings which lead to glory, an d
being counted with Him as sharing in the great offer-
ing that is made whereby the sin-cursed and lost world
is to be restored to life and perfection .

Jesus prayed for the same glory to be bestowed upon
His church as the Heavenly Father had bestowed upo n
Him. This might almost have been considered blas-
phemy, had Jesus Himself not been the One who mad e
such a request . The basis upon which the sacrifice o f
the Church is made acceptable to God is that of th e
ransom sacrifice of Jesus, and in this ransom is con-
tained all the merit necessary to cancel the penalty of
death resting upon the human family . But in the work
of making the merit of His ransom available for the
world, the church is invited to share . This fact, too, i s
involved in the matter of following the Lamb—sharin g
in the sufferings and sacrifices that are involved in
God 's great purpose of reconciliation .

Dividing the Spoils with the Strong

In Isaiah 53, where the prophet foretells the hig h
exaltation of the slain Lamb, he also prophesies th e
glorification of the church with Him, and thereby help s
to identify those who are with the Lamb or Mount
Sion. We read : "Therefore will I (Jehovah) divide
Him (Jesus) a portion with the Great (the God of the
Universe) ; and He (the exalted Jesus) shall divid e
the spoil with the strong . " (Verse 12 .) Jesus affirm s
the fulfillment of this prophecy on His own behalf ,
and reiterates the glorious promise to the church, in
Revelation 3 : 21 : "To him that overcometh (the strong
ones of Isaiah 53 : 12) will I grant to sit with Me in
My throne (divide the spoil with the strong), even as
I also overcame and am set down with My Father i n
His throne. "

Yes, these are they who are shown to be with the
Lamb on Mount Zion . They are strong in following
the Lamb. Not strong in their own strength, but i n
the strength of the Lord ; not leaning to their own
understanding, but looking to the Lord for Wisdom to
direct their steps in the narrow way of sacrifice—th e
way that was first travelled by the Lamb, in whose step s
they are following.

Oh how grand it is to understand all these wonderfu l
facts concerning the Lamb that was slain, and to realiz e
that we have the inestimable privilege of following Hi m
—to the slaughter first, and then to glory ! And how
precious is the thought that to he with Him on Mount
Sion, means joint-heirship in His blessed Kingdo m
that is soon to bring everlasting blessings to all man-
kind . Beloved, let us he more faithful in following th e
Lamb! Let us enthusiastically accept the fact that t o
follow Him means an active and definite sacrifice of all
that we have in His glorious service .

There are many ways today by which Satan is seeking
to take the Christian out of the narrow way. One of the
subtle thoughts now being presented is that the sum-
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total of Christian endeavor and sacrifice consists merely We study the Bible in order that we may know how t o
of faithfulness in Bible study, prayer and attending serve Him as true witnesses ; hence if we fail to witness
meetings. But all of these things, while tremendously we may as well not study the Bible—"study to sho w
important in the Christian life, are but the background thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
for the ministry of reconciliation to which we are called, not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth ."

THY WILL BE,DON E
IDDEN behind the western hills the silent su n
was just about to descend, amidst a cloudles s
sky. Its lingering golden rays still illumine d
the valley and entered through a latticed win-

dow into the room where an old' and invalid man lay
bolstered up so that he might enjoy the hallowed view
of nature that stretched out before him . It was the
autumn season, and all the trees were in their fairest
robes of varigated beauty . Near the house a purling
stream rippled on as it pursued its tortuous journey t o
the distant sea. It was just such a time as might
make anyone feel the maxi Mum thrill and joy of living .
October in all her glory was smiling upon this peace-
ful part of the western world' .

If the old man thought of these things, he did no t
speak of them. He was not alone, for a young lady
sat reading to herself in one corner of the room. Pres-
ently he broke the silence .

"Helen," he called softly.
"Yes, Uncle . "
"Will you please play and sing my favorite hym n

for me?"
"Of course, Uncle Will," was her cheery reply .

Without hesitation she closed her book, went ove r
to the piano and began to play and sing the familia r
old air he so much loved, the words of which ran a s
follows :

"My God and Father, while I stray ,
Far from my home on life' s rough way,

Oh teach me from my heart to say ,
'Thy will be done .'

"Though lone my way and sad my lot ,
Let me be still and murmur not ,

And breathe the prayer divinely taught,
'Thy will be done .'

"Renew my will from day to day .
Blend it with thine and take away

All that now makes it hard to say,
'Thy will be done .'

"And when on earth I breathe no more
The prayer so oft I've used before,

I'll sing upon a happier shore ,
'Thy will be done .' "

The song ended., the sweet voice was still ; and
Helen arose and came over to the beside of the kindly
old man .

"That hymn has been your favorite for many, many

years, hasn't it, Uncle Will ?" she said, smilingly.
"Would you mind telling me why you like it s o
much ?"

"I'll do that, my child," he replied . "That has been
my favorite hymn ever since the voice of my deares t
friend, who also loved it, was stilled in death ."

"0 yes, I have heard you speak of him," she said,
"but I never heard you mention the particulars of hi s
death, nor about this song . Would you mind telling
me the story?"

The Story of A Christian

"His name was Hamis," mused the old man. "I
came to know him about a week after we moved into
this district . I called at his cottage one evening to
make inquiry about a certain mountain trail . He was
very cordial and invited me into his humble home, and
thus we became acquainted . I found he had a good
knowledge of carpentry and was an expert woodman .
Everybody said there was no better axeman in th e
whole country around here, and that was a fact .

"Not long after I first called on Fred Harris, th e
returned' the visit . He called at my home to invite m e
to a meeting he was advertising . I asked him what
was the nature of the meeting . He explained that i t
was a religious lecture, dealing with God 's great plan
for humanity, and would be addressed by some speak-
er from New York City. Well, it sounded interestin g
to me, so I attended the meeting, which was held i n
a schoolhouse. Only about thirty persons were pres-
ent. But the talk was very unusual . I had never
heard a lecture or sermon like it before .

"That discourse led to my getting a knowledge o f
the great and glorious plan which the Bible contains .
Hamis and I began visiting each other to talk abou t
the Bible . I began to realize I had never really been a
Christian before, though I had been a church member
since I was a boy. Fred explained to me that the great
secret in being a true follower of Christ lay in makin g
a full surrender of one 's will to the divine will . He said
the great majority of so-called Christians are only
partly surrendered, and I could see that what he said
Was true .

"Most Church members are like the mountainee r
who said he had given up everything to God but hi s
mule, but felt that he must keep that animal for himsel f
—and the mule was about all he ever owned . Most
people forget that all things belong to God anyway,
for He created them—whether His ownership is ac-
knowledged or not. When we give up all to the Lord ,
then we become His stewards over our possessions, an d
we should use them henceforth in the divine service. Our
watchword should be, `Thy will be done in my life, an d
in all my affairs. ' That was the watchword of Jesus, the



great Captain of our salvation . It was the watchword
of Fred Hamis ; and it has guided every true footstep
follower of the Master from that day to this .

"So I adopted this as the guiding principle of my
own life. Fred made me realize that God could make
a better success of my life than I could myself . I fel t
that Hamis had been sent by the Lord to reveal to m e
the things that are of more value than silver and gold .
I then felt a desire to cooperate with the Lord, and thi s
I was permitted to do .

"Hamis, wherever he went, was always distributin g
little pamphlets or tracts that explained various feature s
of the divine plan. One day I asked him for a quantit y
of these, so I too might hand them out to the people
around here and also mail some to distant friends . That
was always a great joy to me after that.

"Several years passed . During that time he and I ha d
taken the message of truth to every home in this com-
munity and beyond . As a result a nice class was finally
started for Bible study. Everyone around here like d
Harris, for he was an honorable man in all his ways .
But, of course, some of the neighbors thought him
eccentric in his religious views—because they did not
understand. But he was a living witness to the truth ;
and his life accorded in every respect with his pro-
fession as a Christian .

"One winter evening, about eight o'clock, a ta p
came to my door. There stood Brother Hamis . He
rushed in to tell me he had been over and arranged
for the use of a church three miles away for a Bibl e
lecture which was to be held on a certain date in the
near future. I pressed him to stay while we made hi m
a hot cup of coffee ; but he refused, saying he ha d
promised his wife to be home at nine o'clock and sh e
would be depending on it . . He was riding a bicycle ,
and on this he was to cross the frozen lake to his cot-
tage on the farther shore . As he was leaving he quote d
the Scripture, "This is the will of God, even your
sanctification, " and remarked that he didn't see how
one's sanctification could be accomplished unless h e
were willing to lay down his life for the Lord and Hi s
coming Kingdom .

"Brother Harris did not arrive home at nine o 'clock
as expected . His wife watched the clock. Ten o'clock
came, then eleven, then twelve . She spent a sleepless
winter 's night . Early next morning she rushed to one
of the neighbors and expressed her fears . An exami-
nation of the lake was made and soon a bicycle wheel
was seen sticking up through a hole in the ice . Possibly
the cold water had benumbed him, and he had not bee n
able to get out . He had died while returning from a
mission for the Lord .

"The people of the community then realized wha t
a noble character Fred Hamis had been. Everybody
turned out to his funeral . The brother who conducte d
the service used the text, `Not my will but thine b e
done,' which also was one of Fred's favorite passages ,
So even in his death a splendid witness was given fo r
the truth . Some accepted the truth . The little class grew,
and since that time several truth conventions have been
held in the community . Hence practically every person
residing around here has had a chance to learn of

the great and glorious plan for human salvation an d
deliverance . And it all resulted because that lone brother
let his light shine . And he loved that old hymn you
sang for me so beautifully. Each time I hear it, i t
makes me think of him and of all he stood for and
died for . "

"Thank you, Uncle, " said Helen, "I shall never
forget that story . I think it is beautiful . Fred Hamis
must have been a saint . I could never be like him . But
perhaps God, who is so good, will have some place for
me in that wonderful Kingdom which you say H e
will set up in the world eventually . "

"I have no doubt about it," replied the old man . "You
are a good woman, Helen ; you have been good to m e
in my affliction ; and God will bless you for all you hav e
done, even though you are not now consecrated to Him .
It is not every one who can learn to say in this present
world, `Thy will be done . ' "

Strait Is the Gate

Of the truth of this old brother observation we have
abundant verification . Not only is it true that not every
one can now say, "Thy will be done, " but the fact of
the matter is that very, very few persons can do so .
The world has been carrying out its own will for so
many centuries that it has become bound by the habit ,
as by thongs of steel . The first law of the worldly is to
take care of oneself, not to look to God for guidance
and direction . To have faith in self is much taught
among men—rather than to have faith in God . Human
policies, human schemes for advancement, human wis-
dom, are all to the fore ; while men forget to ask ,
"What would God have us do?"

Before the world was made, among the glorious
hosts of heaven all things were in harmony with di -
vine law. We can safely assume that in those days it
never occured to any created being that it would be
wise to act contrary to the will of God . His will meant
harmony, safety, peace, immutable happiness, appre-
ciation of all the highest and best things, and endles s
life under the most satisfactory conditions . How long
such a state of things continued we do not know ; but
we do know that eventually one of the grand spiritual
beings side-stepped from the path of virtue, set up his
own will in the place of the Almighty 's and caused
other spirit beings to deflect with him . He also led
mankind to the infraction of the divine law ; and caused
all the strife, suffering and death which we see all
around us today .

That God 's will must eventually he done on earth,
even as it is done in heaven among those angels that
never sinned', is the great truth concerning this world
that is set forth in the holy Scriptures . Jesus voiced it
in the prayer which He taught to His disciples . It is ex-
pressed in many passages in both the Old and the Ne w
Testaments . The accomplishment of this desideratum
will necessitate very special measures on the part o f
God, artd these will be called into operation during the
Millennial dispensation now dawning .

At that time, says the prophet Isaiah, `the judgments
of the Lord shall be in the earth, and the inhabitant s
thereof will learn righteousness .' That is, they will
learn what is the will of God for humanity, and will
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study how they may conform to the requirements of
that divine will . When, by the close of the Millennia l
age, the divine law shall have been fully written in th e
hearts and minds of all people adjudged worthy of life ,
then the mighty plan of all the centuries will be con -
summated and the ultimate divine purpose will be
achieved .

But the Lord God is now doing a preparatory work .
He is teaching a company of persons, called "the churc h
of the first-born ", the value of His will . They are get-
ting this knowledge in advance of the world . They need
it now because they are on trial now . Of them it is re-
quired that they be conformed to a great pattern, eve n
that of their 1MTaster Christ Jesus . Of the Master it
had been written in prophecy, "Then said I, Lo, I come ;
in the volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight
to do Thy will, 0 My God : yea, Thy, law is within My
heart ."—Psa . 45 : 7, 8 .

"Thy Will Be Done "

That Jesus had an accurate mental knowledge of th e
divine law, we know by means of the story of His temp-
tation in the wilderness, and how He there vanquishe d
the Adversary by His use of the Word of God . But
God 's law was also within His heart . He loved it wit h
the full powers of His perfect being . On one occasion
He said to His disciples, "I have meat to eat that y e
know not of" . Then the disciples said one to another ,
"Rath any man brought him aught to eat? " Jesus saith
unto them, "My meat is to do the will of Him that sen t
Me, and to finish My work . "—John 4 : 34 .

God's will for the Christian is plainly represente d
in the Scriptures . First of all, His will indicates the ac-
ceptance on our part of His love in Christ . This is a
daily acceptance, a daily assurance, a constant sourc e
of appreciation and joy. Nothing is so uphuilding t o
the followers of Jesus as to absorb the love of God an d
to reflect it as did Jesus and the apostles . Not that we
can do this to the same degree that Jesus did it, but w e
can do it with the same direction of purpose, with the
same loving desire . We cannot reflect too much on th e
fact that God is love, for when we fully realize that lov e
is working on the job of our salvation, we know that
we do not need to be burdened with undue anxieties ,
but amid the various vicissitudes of life we can say ,
"Thy will be clone " and then can leave our affairs in
the hands of Him who knows exactly how the patter n
of our lives is being worked out .

We have at times heard some one say, "It would be
a great thing- if I could only know just what is God' s
will for me in this special predicament that I am in . "
We may reply to such about as follows : "Well, it may
be that God will not express His will to you in thi s
matter . It may be that He has no preference whether
you shall do the one thing or the other . You may say
you would go to Chicago to live if you were sure it wa s
the Lord's will . But hasn ' t the Lord given you brain s
to think such matters out for yourself? It probabl y
makes no difference to Him whether you live in Chi-
cago or elsewhere . "

But there are certain things that may properly an d
Scripturally determine one 's decisions . You may as k
yourself the question . "In which place am I likely to be

of more use in the Master 's service?" If you believ e
that this place is Chicago, then it may be wise for yo u
to go there, even if you received less salary . But are
you faithfully doing what witnessing you can, where you
now are? The answer to such questions is really con-
tained in the words of Jesus, `"This is the will of God ,
even your sanctification . " And if Chicago offers you
many chances of service for the Lord and His people ,
then undoubtedly under such conditions your sanctifi-
cation should progress there more than if you shoul d
bury yourself in a desert where little or no witnessing
would be possible . But some witnessing may be don e
almost anywhere, if we look for opportunities .

Look and See

Thus the Christian sees all things from the higher
point of view. One may be travelling through a fores t
laden clown with camp equipment . The trail is a hard on e
and it is arduous work . Then the traveller throws down
his load and decides to climb a mountain to see if ther e
is any chance of his reaching the lake that he is aiming
to find . At length he reaches the summit of the ridge ,
and there, away over the tops of the trees, thirty o r
more miles away, lies the very lake of his desire . Now
he knows for a certainty that he is on the right trail,
and he presses on with renewed courage and zeal for the
enterprise before him .

So it is with the Christian . He climbs to the moun-
tain top and obtains a view of the place where he may
eventually arrive . He feels assured that it is God ' s wil l
for him to reach that place . The divine will for him
will also mean an arduous trail . The woods will be dar k
and deep. There will be the menace of wild beasts .
There will be storms that will make things uncomfort-
able for him . But he knows that he is on the right trail .
He fully realizes that it will call for stamina to succeed .
But he has no thought whatever of giving up . He is
determined to win out in spite of all obstacles . He is
being directed by unerring wisdom . He knows that this
has been so in the past, and he feels complete assuranc e
that it will be so in the future . So, each day as it comes ,
he can say, "Thy will be done . "

The Christian knows and is glad that his hope, is in
God. He realizes that "In Him we live and move an d
have our being." He knows that man is weak, imper-
fect and frail . He sees the great necessity of divine as-
sistance in human affairs . He feels how utterly barre n
life would be without God . He knows that only as w e
are in harmony with the great eternal forces which Go d
controls can we expect to arrive at anything worth while .
He is now "in tune with the Infinite" through th e
means that God has appointed to that end .

And when the heavy storm arises, and the hills ar e
wrapped in their shroudy mists, and the blue skies ar e
blotted out, and the cold sleet stings the face and hands ;
then he can still look up and by faith see the brightnes s
beyond the gloom, knowing that soon the sun will shine
again, that "sorrow may endure for a night, but jo y
cometh in the morning . " He can still sing the song o f
trust in God and can say : "Lord, I know it is all fo r
the best ; I know it will all come right ; and so, in thi s
experience, and in all things that it pleases Thee t o
send : THY WILL BE DONE."
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH IS OUR S
The following poem, written by a member of The

Dawn staff, will doubtless be of interest and a blessin g
to all truth lovers :

The day I got the truth I said, "Till now I neaver knew
The glorious plan the Bible shows, its wondrous pages through .

I used to think it strange that God should keep an awful hel l

Where millions of the folks He made eternally should dwell . "

Some men we know are, well, not saints ; and yet without

a boast ,
They help to minimize life's woes . Should they he made t o

roast ?
Most sermons preached in churches are untrue, these men

declare ,
And that's the reason if you go you ' ll seldom find them there .

The day the truth came round to me, so happy then was I !

"To follow in the steps of Christ," I said, "I'll surely try ;
For Christ is taking out a bride, with joy the world to fill ;
I want to be of those who dwell on Zion's holy hill . "

The day the light appeared, I said, "I see I'm living no w
To have my forehead sealed with truth, and God's Book tell s

me how.
I'm through with God-dishonoring creeds and systems al l

of shame ;
I now desire to honor God and glorify His name . "

When God revealed His Word to me, I glimpsed th e
coming tim e

When earth shall be all rid of woe, of hatred, war and crime ;

When Christ shall reign in glory, and love ' s endless law shall b e
The way for countless millions in that year of Jubilee .

With glories of the truth disclosed, I shouted out with joy ,

As though life bore no burden ; I was blissful as a boy ;
Yea, everything seemed different ; the trees and flowers too.
Now that, of course, was long before I chanced to meet with you .

And soon you got the truth as well, then it was your s
and mine !

It lit up all the glorious facts in prophecy divine ;
It formed a bond of union that should stand all tests that come
Until that happy iday when you and I are gathered home .

The truth has clarified the things we longed so much

to know
About Creation and the Fall, the centuries of woe ;
About the soul, and what it is ; and where the dead have gone ;
And shows that some day they'll come hack, when life's grea t

boon is won .

The truth explained how Jesus came, because of God' s
great love ;

Alnd why the Saviour left the light and glory up above ,
And came to this cold, sinful world and died for you and me ;
Why He must shed His precious blood out there on Calvary .

It told us too about the church—that if we faithful are .
We'll win a heavenly mansion, each to shine forth as a star .
Then all our trials will disappear, just like a dream that's o'er ,
Aind life's immortal strains we'll sense, and blessings evermore .

Yes now we have the Harvest truth, the message du e
today

"Shut up and sealed" until the time when right shall cone to
stay.

The separating of the "wheat", the binding of the "tares" ,
Goes on apace ; this harvest work the church with Jesus shares .

We've volume one, the Plan divine, to which all saints
may look ;

Then, too, there's "God aryl Reason" and the "Evolution" book.
Should not a million people know how strong for truth these

stand ?
Then let's proclaim the message far and wide throughou t

the land .

You say, 'Twill call for sacrifice? With that we must agree,

But all who follow Jesus know iHe witnessed constantly .
Make friends with earthly mammon, said the Master ; serve

and bless
'Twill lead you on to glory, to the realms of righteousness .

Let's glance far back along the years, as one looks o'er

the wave ,
To that bright morn when came the truth and all its blessin g

gave.
Let's all recall the former days, the battles we did wage !

Is not the same truth with us still though Satan round us rage ?

We did not make the truth, and yet 'tis ours in a way ,
To use in all the things we do, in all the things we say.
We're stewards of its mysteries, its message to proclaim, .

Let's testify for Jesus, sound abroad Jehovah's name .

We have the grandest thing on earth ; we ought to make

it known ,
If we would win the high reward, a place on Zion's throne .
For that is why we're here today, to witness to His name ,
Feet Members of Christ's "body", to announce His coming reign°

We do not want to lose the truth obtained at such a price ,
For men and women gave for it their lives in sacrifice .
So near are we to victory, we want to loyal prove,
And march beneath God's banner in the sacred name of love .

Because of truth discovered, life's real purpose we hav e
found ,

And gladly we should herald such Good News to all around ;
For weary hearts are groping for some light upon their way,
They're longing for the sunrise of the bright Millennial day .

'Because the truth is ours now let's meet in sweet accord ,
Resolved to do our part in faith, to serve and praise the Lord .
Let's travel on together, heeding not the storm that lowers ,
Let's live in trust, in hope, in love, because the truth is ours.



The "Second Blessing"
UESTION : What is meant by the "Second
Blessing" which I have heard some brethre n
say they possess? Is it something for whic h
all Christians should strive ?

ANSV ER : The "Second Blessing is a term that has
been used in some denominational church circles t o
designate a peculiar state of emotional ecstasy whic h
certain ones of the devotional temperament claim to
enjoy as a "definite religious experience", andl whic h

they believe has come to them as a result of the inflowinv
of the holy spirit of God. They call it the "secornd"
blessing because they believe it repreesents a step o f
grace beyond one's original surrender to Christ and th e
"justification by faith" that results therefrom .

There is some variation of thought as to all that ma y
be implied by this so-called "Second Blessing . " Many
denominationalists among the "Christian holiness " sect s
like the Hindus and other oriental mystics, insist that
when this "definite experience" is entered into by them ,
and the "holy spirit" or "power" is thus received, they
are able thereafter actually to live without sin . This
"power" of the holy spirit—or "Holy Ghost " , as thes e
good people describe it—is supposed to pulsate throug h
their nerves and literally give them strength to ris e
above all sinful tendencies of the fallen flesh . Some who
thus receive the "Second Blessing" are so fully assure d
that God is dealing with them in this way that the y
imagine the "Holy Ghost" frequently whispers swee t
messages or warnings into their ears, or actuates the m
to "speak with tongues ", and that thus they are being
"led of the spirit " . Others, less emotional and more
conservative, merely claim to feel a deep sense of joy
and peace as a result of thus being lifted up to thi s
"high plane " of Christian experience, and insist tha t
prior to this " Second Blessing" they did not really
"know God" , even though they may have been conse-
crated to Him for years and had' a full knowledge o f
His plan.

As to whether Christians should strive for this "defi-
nite experience", called the "Second Blessing", of course
is a matter which each one must decide for himself .
But our own conviction is that this so-called "Secon d
Blessing, " as known and taught by these sincere churc h
people, is unscriptural and ultimately baneful, because
it involves the operation of a counterfeit of the holy
spirit—something that is not supported by the Wor d
of God .

Like so many other false doctrines, we believe thi s
"Second Blessing" hypothesis to be a counterfeit of a
very blessed spiritual truth which concerns the accept-
ance and progress of every true Christian, as clearl y
taught in the Bible . This important truth is brought to

our attention in a number of places in the sacred record ,
and particularly in Rom . 5 : 1, 2, from which we quote :
"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also w e
have access into this grace wherein we stand, and re-
joice in hope of the glory of God . "

It will be noted from the foregoing passage that ther e
are indeed two definite steps, or stages of development ,
in every Christian life . The first is described as that of
being "justified by faith . . . through our Lord Jesu s
Christ ." That is to say, when, through the influence
of the Word of God, one forsakes sin and accepts th e
provisions of Christ's redemptive work as that which
gives him a standing before his Creator and makes hi m
at "peace with God", he then may be said to be "justi-
fied" by faith . But such a standing of "peace with God"
is tentative, and is not the final step in the Christian
life ; it is but a means to an end .

The apostle continues : "By whom also"—that is,
through Christ and His redemptive work—"wc have
access by faith into this '(further) grace (or favor) ,
wherein we (now) stand, and rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God . " It is this highly favored position
of every consecrated and spirit-begotten Christian, des-
cribed by the apostle as "this grace", that the adversary
would counterfeit, under the guise of a so-called "Sec-
ond Blessing . "

Now what is the genuine boon that comes to every
faithful believer who follows on to know the Lord? A s
with all other great truths of the Bible, it is impossibl e
to understand "this grace" correctly except as we view
it in harmony with, and as a part of, the complete divin e
plan for human redemption and salvation. With thu s
thought in mind we find that the apostle has given us
the key to what it is that he is really talking about ,
when he says that because of "this grace" into which
we have entered "we rejoice in the hope of the glory
of God. "

And what is this "glory of God" to which the apostl e
refers? In 1 Peter 1 : 8-11 this "glory" is brought t o
our attention and given its proper setting in relation to
God ' s plan of salvation . We quote this passage in part :
"Whom (Jesus) having not seen, ye love ; in whom ,
though ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice wit h
joy unspeakable and full of glory . . . Of which salvation
the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, wh o
prophesied of the grace that should come unto .you
searching what time, or manner of time, the spirit o f
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testifie d
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow . "

Thus the apostle makes plain that this "glory" fo r
which the Christian hopes, is the glory of the coming

Messianic Kingdom, which all God's prophets had fore-
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told. Now the Jews, who had knowledge of the prophe-
cies, expected that as the "seed of Abraham" they would
in some way share in this kingdom glory ; and for thi s
reason the disciples of Jesus—all Jews—were greatly
bewildered when He whom they had accepted as th e
promised Messiah or Christ, and in whose glory they
expected to have a part, was taken from them and cru-
cified. This did not measure up to their idea of glory .
Later, when Jesus was raised from the dead, He ex-
plained to His disciples : "Ought not Christ to have
suff ered these things, and to enter into His ,c1cry?"—
Luke 24 : 26 .

Now Paul, in Romans 8 : 17, assures us that the true
followers of Jesus--those who partake of His suffer-
ings—are to share His glory . We read, "And if children,
then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ
that we may be also glorified together . " Jesus makes
the matter even more specific, and at the same time
connects the fact of His own glory with that of th e
Heavenly Father, when in Revelation 3 : 21, He says :
"To Him that overcometh will I grant to sit with M e
in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set
down with My Father in His throne . "

The combined testimony of these Scriptures, then, i s
to the effect that the condition referred to by th e
Apostle Paul as "this grace, " and in which we "re-
joice in the hope of the glory of God, " is that pros-
pective joint-heirship with Jesus in the glory of Hi s
Messianic Kingdom, This Kingdom, as the Scripture s
also show, is to be established on the earth for the
purpose of blessing the people in fulfillment of all thos e
wonderful prophecies of both the Old and New Testa-
ments, which assure us that sin and death are eventuall y
to perish from the earth .

Surely this is a position of high favor, which goe s
far beyond that of merely having "peace with God . "
But such grace does not come to Christian believer s
unconditionally. No, there is something for us to d o
about it . If we have come to the point where we hav e
accepted Jesus as our personala Saviour, and realize
that through the merit of His redemptive work alon e
we can have life, we should manifest a disposition t o
reciprocate the divine love, as Paul did, and enquire,
"What wilt Thou have me to do?"—Acts 9 : 6 .

Paul himself gives us the clue as to what cours e
would be pleasing to God on the part of one who ha s
come to know of His loving provision through Christ ,
and who has accepted that provision for himself . We
quote : "For the love of Christ constraineth us, because
we thus judge, that if One died, for all, then were al l
dead : and that He died for all, that they which liv e
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unt o
Him which died for them, and rose again . "—2 Cor.
5 : 14-16.

The sum of the foregoing is that the appreciativ e
believer in Christ will present himself in full con-
secration to God and will seek daily to devote his lif e
to the doing of the divine will . And the divine will' for
the consecrated believer is expressed by the apostle in
a succeeding verse of the same chapter, as follows :
"And all things are of God, who bath reconciled us to
Himself by Jesus Christ, and given to us the ministr y

of reconciliation." (Verse 18.) This shows, that not

D A W N
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only in the future Kingdon period is the church t o
share with Jesus in the work of reconciling and blessing
the world, but that, that work of reconciliation is to
be considered a very definite part of the- Christian ' s
privilege at the present time also. Even now are we t o
he true "ministers of reconciliation . "

The two steps of Christian progress, then, might
properly be described as, Justification and Consecration.
The " justification by faith" in Christ, which gives u s
a standing of "peace with God, " must be followed b y
a full dedication of one ' s self to God and to the divine
purpose : else it will lapse, being of no avail . But if
consecration does follow, the Father assures us that
through Christ He will accept that consecration, and
that such an one will have the holy spirit of God im-
parted to him, "begetting" him to a "newness of life " .

We are convinced that the "thrill of joy " that come s
to those sincere people who, after much prayer an d
"agonizing," come under the influence of the so-called
"Second Blessing " is not the holy spirit, but that they
are being misled by something which is a counterfeit o f
the spirit of God. We are convinced of this because ,
at least in all instances we know of, this "power" that
works within them either causes them to bitterly op -
pose the plain teachings of the Word of God or else t o
discount its doctrinal truths as relatively unimportan t
to the Christian. It is a lamentable fact that in many
recent cases, where Christians have once knownth e
incontrovertable teaching of the Word relative to th e
divine purpose to bless all the families of the earth ,
yet when they receive the 'Second Blessing" they soon
become convinced that these great truths of the Bible
which once thrilled them, are nothing but "Milk" and
quite unimportant to the "advanced" Christianand
that one may believe almost anything he pleases and
still be filled with the spirit of God. The Lord ' s "Meat
in due season," spread for His children in these last
clays, is thus obscured or eclipsed in their minds . Thus
the "Second Blessing" induces them to discard part of
the armor of truth in this "evil day." Surely an influence
that produces such results is not that of the holy spirit
of God !

Paul says : "For as many as are led by the spirit
of God, they are the sons of God . (Rom. 8 : 14. )
Obviously, the spirit of God does not lead contrary to
the Word nor independent of it . The Old Testament
Scriptures were written under the direct inspiratio n
of the holy spirit . When Jesus was begotten of the
spirit at the time of His consecration and baptism, the
spirit did not lead Him away from the Scriptures, bu t
to them. Jesus' words are, "Lo I come, as in the volume
of the book (the Old Testament Scriptures) it is written
of Me, to do Thy will . " From these words it is plain
that Jesus found the expression of the Heavenl y
Father 's will for Him contained in the written Word .
I esus told His apostles that when the holy spirit, which

He elsewhere designated the "spirit of truth, " would
come upon them at Pentecost, they would be reminded
thereby of the words Be had spoken to them—word s
that were based upon the Old Testament prophecies .
He wanted them to abide in the truth as He had taught
it to them.

(Continued on Page 27)
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THE RETURN FROM
CAPTIVIT Y

November 17—Ezra 1 : 1-6
Psalms 126 : 1-6

Now in the first year of Cyrus, kin g
of Persia, that the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfill-
ed, the Lord stirred the spirit of Cyrus ,
king of Persia, that he nlade a procla-
mation throughout all his kingdom, an d
put it also in writing, saying

Thus sayeth Cyrus, king of Persia ,
The Lord God bath given me the king-
doms of the earth ; and He hath charged
me. to build 'Him a house at Jerusalem ,
which is in Judah .

Who is there among you of all His
people? His ,God be with him and let
him go up to Jerusalem, which is i n
Judah, and build the-house of the Lor d
God of Israel (He is the God) which
is in Jerusalem.

And whosoever remaineth in any
place where he sojourneth, let the men
of his place help him with silver an d
with gold, and with good's, and wit h
beasts, beside the free will offerings fo r
the house of God which is in Jerusalem.

Then rose up the chief of the father s
of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests,
and the Levites, and all them whose
spirit God had raised, to go up to build
the house of the Lord which is in Jer-
usalem.

And all they that were about them,
strengthened their hands with vessels o f
silver, with gold, with goods, and wit h
beasts, and with precious things, beside
all that was willingly offered .

** *
When the Lord turned again the cap-

tivity of Zion, we were like them tha t
dream .

Then was our mouth filled wit h
laughter, and our tongue with singing :
then said they among the heathen, Th e
Lord bath done great things for them .

The Lord hath done great things fo r
us ; whereof we are glad .

Turn again our captivity, 0 Lord, as
the streams in the south .

They that sow in tears shall reap i n
joy.

He that goeth forth and weepeth ,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtles s
come again with rejoicing, bearing hi s
sheaves with him .

GOLDEN TEXT : The Lord
hath done great things for us ,
whereof we are glad.—Psa.

126 : 3 .

HE deliverance of the Heb-
brews from Babylon had
been foretold by Isaiah th e
prophet, in the words ,

"That saith of Cyrus, He is my
shepherd, and shall erform all My
pleasure? : even saying to Jerusa-
lem, Thou shalt be built ; and to the
Temple, Thy foundation shall b e
laid . . . Thus saith the Lord to Hi s
anointed, to Cyrus, I will go before
thee and make the crooked places
straight. I will break in pieces the
gates of brass, and cut asunder th e
bars of iron . . . for Jacob, My ser-
vant' s sake, and Israel My elect ,
I have even called thee by thy
name."—Isaiah 44 :27 ; 45 :1-4 .

According to tradition, this pro-
phecy was called to the attentio n
of King Cyrus . This monarch, i n
common with other kings of th e
time, was accustomed to recogniz e
the various gods of the people ove r
whom he ruled and to hold them al l
in respect. When he saw he force
of Isaiah's prophecy, he decided to
issue a decree permitting all the
Jews who so desired to return to
their own country .

Not only did King Cyrus giv e
his permission in the matter refer -
red to, but he gave encouragement
and support to the enterprise. He
sent a troop of one thousand horse -
men for the protection of the emi-
grants . Then he gave back to th e
Jews the sacred vessels of the tem-
ple, which Nebuchadnezzar seized
during the last captivity, when Zed-
ekiah was taken . There were ove r
five thousand of these precious ves-
sels .

About fifty thousand Jews re-
turned to Palestine. This seems
a comparatively small number . But
very few Israelites living at thi s
time had ever seen the land of thei r
fathers. Most of the people ha d
been born in captivity and had
heard of their own country merely
through their parents . Hence we
can scarcely wonder that all the

Jews were not desirous of going
back . The people had formed bus-
iness interests and family connec-
tions in Babylon ; hence only those
who were possessed of real faith
in God and in the divine promises
would be willing to heed the cal l
to set forth on a hazardous journey
away from Babylon, back to the
distant land of Abraham, Isaac an d
Jacob .

Today, even as then, the Lord
is calling His people to depar t
from Babylon ("Babylon the
great, the mother of harlots" ) .
For some time God has been say-
ing to them, "Come out of her, M y
people, that ye be not partakers o f
her sins and that ye receive not o f
her plagues ! "

Those who leave mystic Babylo n
should do so willingly and joyfully ,
even as did the Israelites of old .
They should exult in their deliver-
ance from error's bondage, and i n
finding a place where they can real-
ize the divine favor and see th e
beauty of the divine promises. If
there are those who cannot do this ,
they may as well stay in Babylon .
The divine Word assures us tha t
we cannot have the favor of God
and the favor of men at the ,same
time. Those who value the forme r
must lose the latter, and vice versa .
We know that the social advantag-
es of great Babylon are prized by
many ; but such consideration s
must be set aside if we would no w
enjoy the light and liberty of God.

Many who cannot see the great
spiritual advantages that would
come to them if they would leave
Babylon now, will surely get out o f
that institution ere long ; for a
"time of trouble" of great destruc-
tiveness is soon to come upon th e
world ; and those who delay thei r
flight till then will not he of th e
overcoming class, but will be of
those who Paul says will be "saved
yet so as by fire ." It is a wonder-
ful privilege now to stand forth o n
God 's side, even on Mount Zion ,
playing the harps of God, rejoicin g
in the glorious truth that God has
given us at this time .



QUESTIONS :
Why did such a comparatively smal l

number of Jews leave Babylon when th e
captivity ended ?

Quote from the Prophet Isaiah, show-
ing how God had foretold the decree of
Cyrus in prophecy.

What do you think that Jesus mean t
when He said, "Pray ye that your fligh t
be not in the winter, nor on the Sabbath
day"?

THE MESSAGE OF
HAGGAI AND ZECHARIA H

Nov. 24-Hag . 1 : 2-8 ; 2 : 8, 9 ;
Zech. 4 : 6-10 .

Thus spealceth the Lord of hosts, say -
ing, This people say, The time is no t
come, the time that the Lord's hous e
should be built .

Then came the word of the Lord b y
Haggai the prophet, saying ,

Is it time for you, 0 ye, to dwell i n
your coiled houses, and this house li e
waste ?

Now therefore, thus saith the Lord ,
Consider your ways .

Ye have sown much, and bring in lit-
tle ; ye eat, and ye have not enough ; y e
drink, but ye are not filled with drink ;
ye clothe you, but there is none warm ;
and he that earneth wages earneth wage s
to put into a bag with holes .

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Con-
sider your ways.

Go up to the mountain, and bring wood ,
and build the house ; and I will take
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified ,
saith the Lord .

Then he answered and spalce unto me ,
saying, This is the word of the Lord
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might ,
nor by power, but by My spirit, sait h
the Lord of hosts .

Who art thou, '0 great mountain? Be-
fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a
plain : and he shall bring forth the head-
stone thereof with shoutings, crying ,
Grace, grace unto it !

* * *
Moreover the word of the Lord cam e

unto me saying,
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid th e

foundation of this house ; his hand shal l
also finish it ; and thou shalt know tha t
the Lord of hosts bath sent me unto you .

For who hath despised the day of
small things? For they shall rejoic e
and shall see the plummet in the hand
of Zerubbabel with those seven ; they
are the eyes of the Lord which run t o
and fro through the whole earth .

T H E D A W N

GOLDEN TEXT : I was glad
when they said unto me, Let
us go unto the house of the
Lord.—Psa. 122 : 1 .

BOUT a year after the re-
'turn of the Jews to their
own land they turned their
attention to the rebuildin g

of the Temple. So the foundatio n
of the Lord 's house was laid . In
speaking of this matter Ezra wrote :

"And when the builders laid the
foundation of he temple of the
Lard, they set the priests in their
apparel with trumpets, and the Le-
vites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the Lord, after the
ordinance of David', king of Israel .
And they sang together by cours e
in praising and giving thanks unto
the Lord ; because He is good, fo r
His mercy endureth for ever to -
ward Israel . And all the peopl e
shouted with a great shout, whe n
they praised the Lord, because the
foundation of the Lord's house was
laid.-Ezra 3 : 10, 11 .

While some of the people shout-
ed for joy, others wept aloud ; for
some looked forward to the future ,
while others looked, backward t o
the past . Those who thought of
Solomon 's grand temple wept as
they realized how poor and insig-
nificant the present one seemed t o
be in comparison with the former.
And so it is today . There are
those who weep for the past, when
they should be looking to the fut-
ure and rejoicing for what the
Lord will yet do for them, and for
what He intends to do for the en-
tire world of mankind .

Past experiences that may have
brought us sorrow of heart need
not be kept continually in mind an d
be allowed'' to dishearten us ; for
we are assured that God can an d
will overrule all things for goo d
to those who love Him. Thus the
Apostle Paul says, "Forgetting the
things that are behind, and reach-
ing forward to those things tha t
are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus . "

We know that there was a gold-
en candlestick in the Tabernacle ,
and that there also was one in Sol-
omon's Temple. But the candle-
stick shown to Zechariah was dif -
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ferent from either of these, for i t
had a special bowl to receive the
olive oil, and pipes leading thereto
from two olive trees, one on each
side. This picture showed that the
trees were continually supplying
the lamp with oil, and thus the
light was not allowed to go out . _

As we consider this beautiful ic-
ture it is profitable also to read the
description of the seven golden can-
dlesticks mentioned' in the first
chapter of Revelation, and to note
that these are said to represent the
"seven churches, " or the seven
epochs of the one true church . of
God, symbolized by the seven cong-
regations of Asia. The seven
lampstands symbolize the church
as a whole, the number seven rep -
resenting completeness .
'.Chef golden lampstand pictures

the church during the Gospel age ,
not the church in future glory ; for
we are told that Christ Jesus an d
His Bride are to constitute the
great Sun of Righteousness, whic h
is to arise "witlt healing in its
beams," to bless the entire worl d

li f
with righteousness and' truth an d

e .

The message given through th e
prophet is intended to encourage
the Zerubbabel class, the church—
all those engaged in preparing the
stones for the foundation of the
great new Temple. The Lord says
that no matter how great the oppo-
sition, the mountain of difficulty
will be overcome. Instead of
mountains there will be "a plain, "
and God will bring forth the "head-
stone," Christ Jesus ; and Head
and body will `then be glorified, and
there will be shoutings of "grace,
grace unto it "—God's favor be up-
on it. Then the Shekinah glory
will fill the Temple, and the stone s
will shine forth in the effulgent
glory of the resurrection .

We know for a certainty that th e
Lord will complete the work which
He has begun . Now, by faith, we
can see the plummet in the hand s
of the Lord, testing, proving ,
squaring us ; for we must have the
crystallization of character that
will stand the trials of this evi l
day. If we stand 'the various tests,
we shall finally occupy the position
of "stones" in the divine gloriou s
Temple of God—beyond the veil .

w
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QUESTIONS :
Describe the first work in the re -

building of the temple at Jerusalem .
What is the great an.litypical Temple ?

How are the stones for this structure
prepared ?

Explain Zechariah's picture of th e
golden candlestick . How does this com-
pare with the picture given in Rev. 1 ?

What is the meaning of, "Not b y
might, nor by power, but by My spirit,
saith the Lord of hosts" ?

What Plummet is God using on Hi s
people today? What mountains of dif-
ficulty confront us? How will these b e
removed? .

EZRA'S MISSION T O
JERUSALE M

Dec. 1—Ezra. 7 : 6-10 ;
8 :21-23, 31, 32 .

This Ezra went up from Babylon ; and
he was a ready scribe in the law o f
Moses, which the Lord God of Israe l
had given : and the king granted hi m
all his request, according to the hand
of the Lord his God upon him .

And there went up some of the chil-
dren of Israel, and of the priests, an d
the Levites and the singers, and the
porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jer-
usalem, in the seventh year of Artax-
erxes the king.

And he came to Jerusalem in th e
fifth month, which was in the seventh
year of the king.

For upon the first day of the first
month came he to Jerusalem, accord-
ing to the good hand of his God upo n
him.

For Ezra had prepared his heart t o
seek the law of the Lord, and to do
it, and to teach in Israel statutes and
judgments .

* * *
Then I proclaimed a fast there, at

the river of Ahava, that we might af-
flict ourselves before our God, to seek of
Him a right way for us, and for our
little ones, and for all our substance.

For I was ashamed to require of th e
king a band of soldiers and horsemen to
help us against the enemy in the way :
because we had spoken unto the king,
saying, The hand of our God is upon al l
them for good that seek Him ; but Hi s
power and 'His wrath is against all
them that forsake Him. . .

So we fasted and besought our God
for this ; and He was intreated for us .

And we departed from the river of
Ahava on the twelfth . day of the first

T H E D A W N

month, to go to Jerusalem : and the
hand of our God was upon us, and H e
delivered us from the hand of the en-
emy, and of such as lay in wait by the
way .

GOLDEN TEXT: The hand of
our God is upon all them that
seek Him for good .—Ez. 8:22 .

ZRA the scribe received a
commission from King Ar-
taxerxes, of Medo-Persia ,
to go up to Jerusalem an d

establish the worship of God . In
making this long journey through
a country infested with robbers i t
would be natural for him to request
a military guard. This, however ,
he would not do, for he had tol d
the king that God was with th e
Jews and favored the enterprise he
had in mind, and that this mighty
God would protect them .

At a later time Nehemiah, bein g
offered an armed escort, did no t
refuse it . Thus each of these men
acted according 'to his best judg-
ment in the matter, and we cannot
say that either of them did wrong .
Commenting on this, a writer says :

"Spiritual Israelites need t o
learn both of these lessons—t o
trust fully in the Lord's provision ,
be it great or small, and in no cas e
to refuse reasonable safeguards,
when under the Lord's provision
they are furnished. We remember
that one of our Lord 's temptations
was along this line—to perform a
hazardous action for which there
was no necessity—to leap down
from a pinnacle of the Temple .
Frequently the Lord 's people are
beset by the great adversary to at-
tempt foolish or impossible or un-
necessary things, simply to sho w
their faith . Such shbuld take a
lesson from our Lord's reply in Hi s
temptation, "Thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God."

In verse 11 we read, "Now thi s
is the copy of the letter that the
king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezr a
the priest, the scribe, even a scribe
of the words of the commandments
of the Lord, and of His statutes to
Israel .

"Artaxerxes, king of king, unt o
Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law
of the God of heaven : Perfect
peace, and at such time . I make
a decree that all they of the people

of Israel, and of his priests and
Levites, in my realm, which are
minded of their own freewill to go
up to Jerusalem, go with thee. . .
To carry the silver and the gold ,
which the king and his counsellors
have freely offered unto the God o f
Israel, whose habitation is in Jer-
usalem ; and all the silver and gold
that thou canst find in all the prov-
ince of Babylon, with the freewil l
offering of the people, and of th e
priests, offering willingly for the
house of their God which is in Jer-
usalem ; . . . And whatsoever more
shall be needful for the house o f
thy God, which thou shalt have oc-
casion to bestow, bestow it out o f
the king's treasure house . "

We thus find that God truly
prospered the purpose and wor k
of Ezra the scribe, for "Ezra had
prepared his heart to seek the law
of the Lord and to do it . " And
who are equally zealous for Him
likewise God will prosper all those
and for His divine truth ; but in
the latter case spiritual prosperity ,
not material or temporal advance-
ment, is the thing to be anticipated .

We must remember that the
Lord's people are not of the world ;
for the Master said, "I have called
you out of the world ." Their
great interest is in the divine king-
dom, and in establishing the tru e
worship of the Lord . They desire
to impart to others such a knowl-
edge of the love and mercy of the
Lord as shall be the means of turn-
ing the hearts of men and women
to Him. They themselves have al-
ready found the joy of true wor-
ship, which is founded on an ap-
preciation of the glorious Character
of God .

God's Word says that ere long
the knowledge of the Lord shal l
fill the earth "as the waters cove r
the sea. " The great "holy city, th e
New Jerusalem," will then be es-
tablished, and the law of God will
be revealed world-wide, and "all
the ends of the earth shall turn
unto the Lord, " and He shall be
"the Governor among the people ."

QUESTLONS :
What commission did Ezra the scrib e

receive front the Persian king ?
Why did not Ezra ask for a military

guard?



Who are trying to, establish the tru e
-worship of God at the present time ?

Is the truth essential to a true and
intelligent worship of God?

Show from the . Scriptures that the
Lord's worship will be established in al l
the -world eventually .

NEHEMIAH REBUILDING
the WALLS of JERUSALE M

Dec . 8-Neh. 4 :6-9, 15-21 .

So we built the wall ; and all the wall
was joined together unto the half there -

of ; for the people had a mind to work .
But it came to pass that when San-

ballat and Tobiah, and the Arabians and
the Ammonites, and • the Ashdodites ,
heard that the walls of Jerusalem wer e
made up, and that the breaches bega n
to be stopped, that they were very

wroth .
And conspired all of them together to

come and to fight against Jerusalem, an d
to hinder it .

Nevertheless we made our prayer
unto our nGod, and set a watch agains t
them day and night, because, of them . . .

And it came to pass, when our ene-
mies heard that it was known unto w,
and God had brought their counsel to
naught, that we returned all of us to
the wall, every one unto his work .

Acid it came to pass from that tim e
forth, that the half of my servants
wrought in the work, and the other hal f
of them held both the spears and shields .
and the bows and the habergeous ; and
the rulers were behind all the house o f
Judah .

They which builded on the wall, and
they that bare burdens, with those that
laded, every one with one of his hand s
wrought in the work, and with the othe r
hand held a weapon.

For the builders, every one had hi s
sword girded by his side, and so builded ,
And he that sounded the trumpet wa s
by me.

And I said unto the nobles, and to the
rulers and to the rest of the people, The
work is great and large, and we are
separated upon the wall, one far fro m
another .

In what place therefore ye hear the
sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither
unto us : our God shall fight for us.

So we labored in the work : and half
of them held the spears from the rising
of the morning till the stars appeared.

GOLDEN TEXT : The people
had a mind to work.-Neh.
4 :6 .
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EHEMIAH'S work was
one of great import; He
knew that it would be a
delicate matter for him to

express to the Persian king a pref-
erence for his own people, Israel ;
for this might lead to oppositio n
instead of cooperation . But Nehe-
miah was fully consecrated to the
Lord. He realized that without the
Lord he could do nothing, but that
with God all things are possible . So
he addressed himself to fasting ,
self-denial and prayer .

The answer to Nehemiah 's pray-
er came in spite of a self-willed and
passionate king—one who a few
years before had issued an edict
against Jerusalem, and put a stop
to the building of its walls . (Ezra
4 : 8-24.) God's time had now
come, so the king was willing to
cooperate . Doubtless the attitud e
of Nehemiah himself, evidencin g
the feelings that prompted his earn-
est prayer, had a wholesome effec t
upon the king . No doubt the bur-
den of his spirit and the earnestnes s
of his fasting and praying left their
mark on his countenance .

The king noticed that Nehemiah
was sad, and seeing that he was
not sick, concluded that there must
be some heavy burdepn upon his
heart . Then Nehemiah was sore
afraid because he realized that his
life was in danger . Even a modern
autocrat like Louis XIV expected
everybody's face to shine if he did
but appear ; and how much more
an Artaxerxes! If he had ordered
this sad visage away to prison o r
death, it would have been justifie d
by precedent;:

The whole secret of the matte r
was that God gave His prophet
favor with the king . We remem-
ber the stories of Esther, Joseph ,
Daniel, and how all these were giv-
en favor with the monarchs of thei r
time. Not only did the heart of
Artaxerxes warm toward his hum-
ble cusp-hearer and the work tha t
he had in mind, but the king actu-
ally made him governor of Judea ,
with letters commanding other gov-
ernors to give him military aid an d
a safe passage to Jerusalem. The
journey occupied about thre e
months .

In building the walls of Jerusa-
lem the Jews encountered opposi -
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tion. This came from leaders of
surrounding peoples. And just s o
it is today in the case of those wh o
are striving to build up a character .
structure pleasing to God . Against
them they have the world, the flesh
and the devil . Satan will not bothe r
them while they are in league with
the human systems that set forth
the creedal fallacies of the times .
But as soon as they make Truth
their first quest, and begin to buil d
according to the lines of the true
plan of the ages, trouble sets in for
them . Anent this matter Jesus
said, "Blessed are ye when men
shall revile you and persecute you ,
and say all manner of evil against
you falsely for My sake . Rejoice
and be exceeding glad, for great i s
your reward in heaven . "

The enemies of the Jews began
their work of opposition by ridi-
cule and threats . So it is that to -
day people ridicule the truth . They
cannot disprove it, so they resort
to ridicule . Then also come the
threats to completely overthrow
the work. As the Jews did the
work with their swords by their
sides, all equipped for real fighting
if it came, even so the faithful
Christian now has the "sword o f
the spirit, which is the Word of
God," constantly at hand. And he
also must have on the shield o f
faith and the helmet of salvation .

May God's people now stand to-
gether, shoulder to shoulder, an d
not be intimidated by any threat of
violence . With faith, love and loy-
alty in their hearts, they will surely
succeed ; and under the great Cap-
tain of their salvation they will ac-
complish the divine purpose fo r
them in this "time of the end" of
the age .

QUESTIONS :

As a preparation for the work before
him, what did Nehemiah dot'

How came it that the Persian kin g
approved of Nehemiah's purpose and
design ?

What opposition did the Jews encount-
er in rebuilding Jerusalem's walls ?

What similar opposition do God's peo-
ple have at the present time ?

What steps should be taken now t o
successfully meet this opposition?



UNCLE EB ON "EARTH'S KINGDOMS ANIll GOD'S KINGDOM "
NE of the great prophets of Israel was named
Daniel, explained Uncle Eb . When Israel wa s
first invaded by the Babylonians Daniel wa s
among those who were taken into captivity .

One night Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had a
dream that made a strong impression upon his mind .
But, strange to say, the next morning he could not re -
member a single part of it . What was he to do? H e
believed in dreams, and made up his mind to find ou t
what the dream was and what it meant .

The king called the wise men of his kingdom befor e
him. He told them his difficulty, and demanded tha t
they tell him his dream and its meaning . But this was
beyond their power . Then the king was about to
have them all put to death. When young Daniel hear d
of the matter he asked, "Why is the king in such haste ?
Give me time that i may be able to tell the dream . "

That very night God revealed the king 's dream to
Daniel, and the next clay he told it to the king . He
said : "In your dream you saw a great image. It was
very bright and it stood high before you . Its head
was made of gold, its breast and its arms were silver .
Below the silver was brass . The thighs also were
of brass . The legs were of iron, and the feet wer e
part of iron and part of clay.

"As you were gazing upon this image, you also be -
held a mountain near at hand ; and from this mountain
a stone was cut without the appearance of any han d
doing the work. That stone came straight clown t o
the image and struck it on the feet with a terrific blow ;
and instead of merely destroying the feet, it destroye d
the whole image ; for the brass, the clay, the iron, the
silver and the gold were all broken and crumbled up
like chaff, and the wind carried them away . Thus it
was that the whole image disappeared .

"Then the little stone that came down from th e
mountain itself, finally became so large that it fille d
the whole earth. This, 0 king, is the dream that yo u
dreamed . "

Well, you can imagine how surprised King Nebu-
chadnezzar was when he had his wonderful dream re -
called to him like that . He 'must have been astonished
beyond words, for here was an exhibition of wisdom
such as he had never seen before . If Daniel could tel l
the dream, of course he could tell its interpretation .
And this he proceeded to do, as follows :

"You, 0 king, are a great king, indeed a king o f
kings : for you are the greatest on earth. All thi s
greatness of yours has come from the God of heaven ,
who has given to you the mightiest empire under the

sun . After you, there will come another kingdom, hav-
ing less power than yours ; and then following that wil l
arise a third kingdom ; and after that a fourth one ,
which will be strong as iron, and it likewise will brin g
all nations under its control .

"Then there will take place a dividing and a weak-
ening of this fourth kingdom, even as the feet of th e
image were part of iron and part of clay. Then, in
the days of the kingdoms pictured by the feet and toes ,
the great God of heaven will set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed ; and that kingdom will break
in pieces and consume all the other kingdoms, and i t
shall stand for ever . "

Now let us see what the Bible says as to what too k
place when Daniel had finished explaining the dream
to the king. In Daniel 2 : 46 we find : "Then the king
Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped
Daniel . . . and said `Of a truth it is that your God i s
a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of
secrets, seeing thou could'st reveal this secret!' Then
the king made Daniel a great man . . . and made him
ruler over the whole province of Babylon . "
Four Great Kingdoms

Now this dream which the king of Babylon had' ha s
all been fulfilled except the very last part . Babylon
was the first of the great kingdoms mentioned by th e
prophet . Its chief city was most beautiful . Its "hang-
ing gardens " were among the wonders of the world .
Its walls were so high that no enemy could scale them ,
and they were so thick that two four-horse chariot s
could move abreast along their top . Babylon conquered
all the world, including the Israelites .

The city of Babylon was captured by the Medes
and Persians under King Cyrus. Flowing righ t
through Babylon were sluices from the river Euphra-
tes . The Persian monarch turned aside the water ,
from these sluices and marched his soldiers right under
the walls of Babylon and captured the city.

The ruler of Babylon at that time was Belzhazzar ,
whom history says was the co-regent son of N?abo-
nidus. He was feasting and carousing with his sol-
diers in the royal palace during the night when sud-
denly there appeared a man's hand, writing, word s
upon the palace wall . The words were, "Mene, mene ,
Tekel, Upharsin !" Neither the king nor his wise men
could tell what these words meant . Then Daniel wa s
called in, and he said the meaning was that the king-
donn of Babylon was to be taken away from Belshazzar
and given to another people, the Medes and Persians .
So, on that very night the words of this prophecy
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were fulfilled, for the enemy came in and killed the
king of Babylon and took 'possession of the city .

Persia thus became the second kingdom or world
empire pictured by Nebuchadnezzar's image ; and
after - a time it was overthrown by the third world
power, which was Greece . Perhaps you have read
about Alexander the Great of Greece, who conquere d
the world while still a young man. However, in time
the glory of Greece passed away . And then came a
fourth power—Roane—which was the "iron" kingdom
of the great image . Later, after the so-called "Holy"
Roman Empire fell, in due time there arose ten Europ-
ean kingdoms which were subdivisions of Rome . These
were pictured by the "ten toes" of the image .

The remains of these ten "toe" kingdoms are repre-
sented in the world at the present time . Hence we
now are living in the days when "the stone cut out o f
the mountain" is to smite the image on its feet . In
other words, we are living in a time when the God o f
heaven is about to destroy the present order of thing s
and then set up His own glorious, universal Kingdo m
of righteousness and peace . His Kingdom is to "break
in pieces" and subdue all the kingdoms of the world,
and its righteous rule will last for ever .

The kingdoms of this world have been set up chiefl y
through wars . No doubt you have heard of some o f
the great wars of history . Perhaps you have rea d
about the wars waged by ancient Rome, on Carthage
and Egypt and other lands of earth . And in English
history you probably have heard of the Norman con-
quest, the Hundred Years war, the Civil War, th e
Crimean war, and others . Then you know about th e
war that gave independence to a lot of people ip the
New World and led to the foundation of the United
States of America . Such wars throughout the world ' s
history have caused the lives of hundreds of million s
of the earth's populace to be lost . It seems a pity that
men and nations still think it necessary to fight in or -
der to live . But such will not always be the case, for
there is coming a time when all wars will be don e
away—by divine power .

Daniel's Dream of Four Beasts

The Prophet Daniel on one occasion also had a
strange dream . He thought that in his dream he sa w
the four winds of heaven striving together upon the
great sea. And then four beasts came up from th e
sea. The first of these beasts was like a lion . The
second was like a bear . The third resembled a leop-
ard . And the fou r th was a monster, so great and ter-
rible that words failed to properly describe it ; and i t
had ten horns .

It seems evident that these four great beasts rep -
resent the very same kingdoms of earth that had bee n
pictured by the four parts of the great image, in th e
dream of the king of Babylon . In telling of his own
dream the prophet said : " I beheld till the thrones wer e
cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whos e
garment was white as snow, and the hair of His hea d
like the pure wool. His throne was like the 'fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning fire . A fiery stream
issued and came forth before Him . Thousand thous -
ands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times
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ten thousand stood before Him . The judgment wa s
set, and the books were opened . "

As all the first part of this prophecy was fulfilled, so.

also must the latter part be fulfilled . The "Ancient
of days" seen by the prophet is the great God of heav-
en. - His white garment shows that He is righteou s
and' pure . The "fiery flame"- shows that He will de-
stroy all wickedness . -- Fire destroys things, it does
not preserve them. The "fiery stream" pictures God ' s
fiery judgments . The thousands who stand before
Him are all people of the world, who are to have their
"judgment" day during the Millennial age of Christ .
Cod's books of truth will then be opened, and th e
knowledge of Him will fill the n ehole earth .

The Coming Kingdom of God

Daniel went on to say that he saw one coming in th e
clouds of heaven ; and that there was given to Him
dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all people in al l
the world should serve Him. "His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and Hi s
Kingdom one that shall not be destroyed . " (Dan. 2 :
13, 14 .) Thus we find that the Bible teaches that th e
kingdoms of earth shall surely pass away and be sup -
planted by a better order . The reason for this is tha t
earth's kingdoms have not given happiness to the peo-
ple . Many of the governments of the world have bee n
very cruel, and have exercised tyranny over mankind . -

There has always been much poverty in the world .
But today there are millions out of employment, an d
because of this there is widespread suffering and mis-
ery. Many persons are paid too little money with
which to buy the comforts of life, so they get sick and
die . It is a blessed thing- to realize that God will yet
deliver the people from these sad conditions by means
of the coming glorious Kingdom which He will estab-
lish in the earth .

Today we see all around us the sign of the actual
approach of God's 'Kingdbm . It is a good thing t o
know just what these signs are . You will find them
mentioned by the prophets of both the Old Testamen t
and the New Testament . Some of them are given i n
the 12th chapter of Daniel . The first verse speaks of
a great "time of trouble. " Then in verse 4 we read :
"Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall b e
increased . "

Do we see anything like this taking place today ?
Yes, indeed we do . The present-day increase of knowl-
edge is remarkable . In every civilized land there ar e
fine colleges and schools . Young people today can
learn many things that their grandfathers could not
know. The secrets of electricity have only recentl y
been opened up . Just think of touching a button and
lighting your house, and of cooking your dinner with -
out the use of wood or coal . And new cures for dis-
eases have been discovered recently, and thousands o f
different kinds of machines have been invented as a
means of doing the world 's work .

Then think of the `running to and fro.' All over
the land thousands of swift trains are running, every
hour of the day and night . A few days of travel i n
comfort now will take one from New York to Califor-
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nia ; whereas such a journey formerly consumed many
months of hard and dangerous travel . And people
now fly across the country in airplanes in a few hours !
Also a person can take passage on one of the great
ocean steamships and be in Europe in five or six days .
People have told us that in the old days it took them
six weeks to come here from London, England, in a
sailing vessel . But today the voyage is so pleasant an d
so easy that many "run to and fro " across the grea t
oceans of the world all the time.

In the prophecy of Nahum we read : "Chariots shall
be with flaming torches in the day of His preparation.
The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall jostl e
one another in the broavays, they shall seem like
torches, they shall run like the lightnings ."—Nahum
2 :3,4.

Do we see anything like this taking place today ?
What about the automobiles? Are not their head -
lights like great flaming torches after night? Don 't
they rage in the streets? When they get blocked by
traffic and a lot of them toot their horns at the sam e
time, one would almost think they were angry at one
another and were giving vent to their rage . And then
you will admit that they "run like the lightning, " fre-
quently going at sixty or seventy miles an hour .

It is said that there are now about twenty-five mill -
ion such "chariots, " or automobiles, in the United
States alone . Just go up on a hilltop some night, near
a big city, and look down upon the thousands upo n
thousands of them as they flash before you in great
lines of light, going in every direction . Do you sup-
pose that the prophet who thus wrote about them s o
long ago really understood just what they would b e
like? Anyway he clearly described them . And the
express trains are another kind of wonderful "chariot. "
What would God 's prophet have thought could h e
actually have seen the mighty engines of the presen t
time and the long trains of cars which they draw ?

The locomotive engine and the stationary engin e
both seem to be referred to in the 41st chapter of Job .
That is a most interesting chapter when we have a
proper translation of it . And it is believed that air -
planes are referred to in Isaiah 60 : 8 . These things
are here now because we are in "the day of His prep-
aration . " That is to say, Christ is preparing to estab-
lish His own glorious Kingdom : therefore He ha s
revealed these great secrets to the world .

Another sign of the times is in the trouble that we
see so much of in the earth today. Concerning thi s
the Prophet Daniel said, "At that time shall Michael
('Christ) stand up, the great Prince that standeth for
the children of thy people ; and at that time there shal l
be a time of trouble such as never was since there wa s
a nation, even to that same time : and at that time thy
people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found
written in the book . "

This time of trouble is much spoken of in the Bible .
It is for the purpose of bringing the present world t o
an end. By the "world" we do not mean the earth on
which we live . The Bible teaches that the planet

earth will never be destroyed, Solomon wrote, "One-
generation passeth away, and another generation com-
eth ; but the earth abideth for ever ." (Eccl . 1 : 4.) In
Psalms 104 David said, "He (God) laid the founda-
tions of the earth, that it should not be removed fo r
ever ." Instead of destroying the earth, God will mak e
it beautiful in every part . He will make it like th e
Garden of Eden. This is what the prophets of the
Bible tell us ; and we have already looked) at some of
the sayings of David, Isaiah and others concerning
the future blessings that God will bestow upon the
earth and upon mankind .

But while the earth will not pass away, the "world"
will pass away. You ask, What is the difference be-
tween 'the "world" and the "earth, " as mentioned in
the Bible? The right answer to this is that the '
"world" means the system of things under which we '
live. Hence the "end of the world" means that the
different kinds of government now on earth will be -
overthrown, and all evil 'things as well . Then God
will give a new social system, and other grand things :
in which they will rejoice.

The End of the Worl d

I suppose that you have been told by certain per-
sons that some day the world will be destroyed by fire .
In one sense that is true. But the "fire" will not be.
the same kind that you have in your stove at home .
The "fire" that the Bible speaks of is simply strife an d
trouble on the earth . A man who lectured during the
great World War said, "The world is on fire ." And'
a similar statement is likely to be heard again ere long.
And you can see what is meant, can you not? The
World War spread like a fire, and therefore it was
called a "fire . " Some of you have learned at school '
about "figures of speech, " such as simile, metaphor,
epigram, etc . Well, when the Bible calls the lash
great trouble on earth a "fire" it is simply a metaphor..
The great strife among the people is compared to fire.

In Zephaniah 3 : 8 the Lord says that He will pour
out His indignation and His anger upon the people ,
because of their wickedness . He then explains that
the fire to be used is the "fire of My jealousy . " Thi s
kind of fire will not destroy all men ; for the Lord
goes on to say, "Then (after the fire) will I turn to
the people a pure language, that they may call upon
the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent ."
You can see that if God used the kind of fire that is in
a furnace, and poured that out upon the world, ther e
would not be a single person who would escape being
burned up ; nor would there be anyone left to receiv e
the "pure language" of truth that God will then give
to all mankind . Hence the "fire " could not be literal,
it must be simply a figure of speech .

None of the systems of the world have given the
people lasting happiness . When the children of Israel
asked for a king God gave them kings for a period o f
513 years ; and before that He gave them judges for
450 years . The kings got the nation into all kinds o f
trouble ; and they also came under the control of other
nations, and Jewish independence passed away . God ' s
laws were not obeyed by Israel . Indeed, no person
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has kept the divine law perfectly ; and we can see that
the whole world now needs the Kingdom of God ,
which will make people happy and give them all the
blessings which they desire .

Oh how glad we are that the divine Kingdom wil l
soon be here ; when people will be taught to be kind ,
peaceable, . gentle, , loving and happy ! And I'm sure
that every day you are praying for that Kingdom to
come, are you not—using the prayer that Jesus taugh t
us to pray : "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done
in earth as it is in heaven . "

QUESTIONS :

Who was Daniel? From what country had he come?—
Dan. 1 :3,4,6.

What dream did the king of Babylon have?—Dan 2 .

How did Daniel interpret the king's dream?—Dan . 2 :36-4 5

Name the four parts of the great image . What became

of them2 :44, 45 .

What part, of the image is here today?—Dan. 2 : 42.
How was Babylon overthrown?—Dan . 5 .

What dream did Daniel have?—,Dan. 7

What beast pictured the Roman empire?—Dan. 7 :7.

Who is the Ancient of Days? (Psa; 90 : 2 .) Describe Him .
—Dan. 7 : 9, 10 .

Who will be the thousands that will minister unto Him ?
Gen . 22 :17,18 .

What will be the judgment?—Alcts 17 :31 .

What books will be opened?—Rev. 20 : 12.

Who comes in the clouds of heaven?—Rev. 14 : 14 .

Name some of the signs of the age in which we live .—

Dan . 12 : 4,10.

How has knowledge been increased ?

What did the prophet say about chariots? (Nall . 2 :3,4 . )
What are these chariots ?

What chapter of the Bible apparently speaks of the steam
engine?—Job 41 .

Is there much trouble in the world today? Where was

it foretold in prophecy?—Dan . 12 :1 ; Jer . 25 :29-34 ; Luke 21 :

25,26.

Will the world be destroyed by fire? (Zeph . 3 :9.) What
kind of fire?—Zeph . 3 : 8 .

Will any one he left on the earth after it is destroyed? —
Zeph . 3 : 8, 9.

THE "SECOND BLESSING "

(Continued frdna Page 19)

To be "led of the spirit, " then, is to be guided by th e
Word of God, and not contrary thereto . The "spirit of
begetting" which comes to the consecrated Christian ,
is a I-meal tag inflt'enee, on helrnlE of everyone who re-
ceives it ; hence it would be wholly inconsistent to sup -
pose that the larger measure of it one possesses th e
less he would appreciate the important doctrines of the

Scriptures, or that any such would even consider those .
pure doctrines of Christ to be rank heresies !

Now the universal testimony of God 's spirit, as i t
operated through the prophets, our Lord Jesus, an d
the apostles, is to the effect that it is God 's purpose
to establish a Kingdom upon the earth, and that through
this Kingdom all the willing and obedient of mankin d
are to he restored to life and happiness upon the earth ;
and that this great boon is to be extended even to the
millions who have gone down into death during the
past six thousand years .

The spirit also bears • witness, through the same ap -
pointed channels, that the church is to share wit h
the Redeelmer and Messiah in the accomplishing o f
this divine and loving purpose, on condition that sh e
"suffer with Him . " Now to suppose that one could be
"filled with the spirit" of God and be totally ignorant
of this spirit-revealed plan of God in these last days ; or
worse, that such could be a bitter enemy of it ; or to
suppose that the spirit of God would cause one to
minimize the importance of what God is now doing
in the earth, and what He intends to do later on, throug h
the Messianic Kingdom, is to us unthinkable .

We are forced to the conclusion, therefore, that
there is a counterfeit operation of the holy spirit, eve n
as Satan has counterfeited other features of the divine
program ; and that the influence of this counterfeit is
in the direction of darkness—either through open op-
position to the divine plan, or by minimizing its im-
portance--even as the influence of the true spirit of
God leads ever in the direction of light, and to a clearer
and clearer understanding of the divine plan—and to a
burning zeal for its promulgation .

The apostle forewarned us that Satan would appear
as an "angel of light," and it is to be expected that
through his "cunning . craftiness" the deceptions whic h
he seeks to foist upon the church would be of a very
alluring nature—things that on the surface look good ,
because they smack of righteousness, peace and joy ;
but which in the end lead away from God and fro m
the . holy service of His truth . For a detailed study of
the holy spirit and its operation in the Christian life ,
we refer the reader to Volume 5 of Studies in the
Scriptures, entitled, "The Atonement Between God
and Man . "

THE DIVINE PLAN. We regret to announce that

our magazine edition of the Divine Plan of the Ages is fo r

the time being out of stock. We are still able to supply the

paper bound edition at 25 cents the single copy, and the ker-

atol edition at 30 cents . Quantity prices upon request .

God and Reason. We have an excellent, blue cloth

bound edition now ready . Daunt readers desiring a copy for

home and library may secure same for 50 cents . Popular price d

edition for general circulation, 20 cents each to Dawn readers ,

7 copies for $1 .



.IJGAL DIALO G
It was Saturday night . Paul Weyburn ,

with a feeling of complete satisfaction ,
had just settled clown to one of his fa-
vorite authors when a loud knock cam e
to the door. To his invitation to com e
in two young men, friends of his, prompt-
ly put in an appearance . Evidently it was
raining outside, for they were wet . Paul
was now on his feet and joyously gripped
each of his callers by the hand .

"Glad to see you, boys . The night
looked so dark and gloomy that I had
decided to stay in ; so now I'm well
pleased that I did . Just help yourselves
to the best chairs in sight . By the way ,
I saw you going to church last Sunday ,
Howard ; and you sure looked all fixed
up and proper for the occasion. "

"Yes, this chap performs that sancti-
monious stunt once in a while," said Tom
Archer . "I suppose it sort of become s
his type of respectability. At least, he
seems to have some standing of that kind ,
which is more than I can boast of . "

"Oh, you're a good sort, Tom; in spite
of your skepticism;" returned Paul . "You
have a good heart, and that goes a lon g
way. You make yourself out to be worse
than you really are ."

"Yes, I can vouch for that," said How-
ard. "Where there's some poor soul t o
help out Tom's right on the job. But he
does like to take a crack at me for going
to church . Yet a fellow must go some -
where . We're in this world, and th e
question is, when we go out of it where
are we going to? Seriously, now, that' s
what I'd really like to know . Wouldn' t
you? "

"\\ Tell, the question does seem a sen-
sible one," observed Paul . "If a fellow
were headed for some distant region ,
he'd naturally like to know in advanc e
just where he expects to turn up whe n
he gets to his destination . I guess w e
don ' t ;possess reasoning minds for no -
thing "

"Well, I guess mine isn't working, "
replied Tom. "Frankly I doubt if anyon e
knows just why we are here or wher e
we are bound for . Some folks make a lot
of talk about it ; but how can they know ?
I have all I can do to handle each day' s
problems ; so I'm willing to leave th e
future alone. It's all guess work any -
way . "

"And yet, life must have some grea t
objective, beyond what most people attain

AFTER DEATH-WHAT ?
here," philoso -
phized .Howard .

"Don't' you thin k
that man is too
noble a being to
be simply cast t o
drift about, and t o
never know where he's headed for? The
philosopher who said, `I think, therefore
I am', didn't go far enough to suit me.
And even his further deduction, `I am ,
therefore God is," isn't enough to satis-
fy my mind . Just what part am I ex-
pected to play in the affairs of this uni-
verse? That is a pertinent question, I
think . And what's the meaning of thi s
short span of troubled human life, any-

way? What is its purpose? What will be
its outcome? "

"Well, boys," said Paul thoughtfully,
"I've been doing some reading lately,
and it has set me to studying the Bible.
Really, I've found out some things that
I never dreamed were in that Book . In
fact, I've come to the conclusion tha t
the Bible can tell us more about th e
great purposes of life than any othe r
literature in the world—more than al l
the world ' s savants put together ."

"You're right there," agreed Howard .
"But what were some of these wonderfu l
things you found out—if you don't mind
sharing the secret with us ."

"Not at all . I'll be delighted to tell yo u
what I've learned . "

"Well," said Tom, "if you boys ar e
going to debate religion, I ' ll just keep
still and listen, for I'm out of my elemen t
in anything. like that . And if I should
happen to go to sleep in this chair, I hop e
you won't mind . "

"Not in the least, " said Howard . " Jus t
settle down in the arms of Morpheus an d
take it easy, while I try to grasp som e
of the weighty matters that Paul wil l
now expound . "

"Good for you," commented Paul .
"Well, first of all I've found out from

the Bible at least two great facts—wher e
people go at death, and what the soul is . "

"You have, eh? Well, then, you've
found out two of the very things I would

give a lot to know . I suppose you',ve found
proof at last that the soul is immortal ?

Is that it? "

"Well, no, I didn't find that ; but I
know what the soul actually is ; and as a
result of that the state of the dead is

no longer a mystery to me. "
Howard quoted a familiar verse in

response :

"Death came with friendly care,
The opening bud to heaven conveyed ,

And bade it blossom there ."

"And here's another that sticks in my
mind," continued Howard :

"There is no death . What seems s o
is transition .

This life of mortal breat h
Is but a suburb to the life Elysian,

Whose portal we call death . "

"Pshaw !" said Paul. "Nice poetry,
but not a wogl of truth in it . Those
lines were written by men who did no t
know the real facts . "

"Then you do know the real facts ?
Hooray! Shoot away, old timer ; I'm
all ears . "

"Well then, here's a real morsel o f
wisdom—the dead are DEAD . "

"No? You don't tell me? Truly your
philosophy overwhelms me . Your know-
ledge glows like the sun . "

"Don't be sarcastic. I mean what I say .
I know it sounds simple and selfevident ,

but it ' s not commonly taught. "
"It's commonly taught that the body

dies—but what about the soul? It doesn' t
die . "

"What is the soul, Howard? "
"Some spark of divinity in man, I sup -

pose . To be honest with you, I don't real-

ly know. "
"Well, I've found from the Bible that

the soul is not some spark of divinity

in man . The Bible makes that very clear, "
said Paul .

"Where does the Bible say that? "

asked Howard.
"You'll find the definition of the soul

in Genesis 2 : 7 . Here's my pocket Bible.
Read it for yourself . "

Howard reads : "Alnd so God forme d
man of the dust of the ground, an d
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and man became a living soul ."



"All right. Now then, what do yo u
say is the soul?" asked Paul .

"Why, according to this it must be th e
`breath of life' that ,God breathed int o
man, I suppose," reflected Howard .

"Not at all. Look at the statement
again, " suggested Paul .

"Well, the soul can't be the body, be-
cause the body is corruptible . "

"No, of course, it is not the body," res-
ponded Paul.

"Well then, I don't see much in thi s
Bible definition ; I'm just as much at se a
as ever," Howard pondered.

"Look here, Howard, of what is wate r
composed?"

"Water is composed of a chemical com-
bination of oxygen and hydrogen gas ,
in the proportion of two parts of hydro-
gen to one of oxygen . Everybody knows
that," said Howard .

"Oh, then you say that oxygen gas i s
water ? "

"No, I don't. I say that oxygen an d
hydrogen together make water . "

"Oh, excuse me," countered Paul .
"Then in the case of water made of th e
two gases, how many things have you? "

"Two things, of course ."
"But you mentioned three—oxygen ,

hydrogen and water . "
"Yes, but water is the result of the

combination of the other two," sai d
Howard in exasperation .

"Exactly," said Paul ; "It takes two
things to make the one compound—water .
We have lots of examples of that in na-
ture . And that's just the way it is with
the soul ."

"Explain yourself, please," urged How-
ard .

"In the creation of man God put two
things together in order to make the soul,
just as He puts two things together t o
make water. But in the case of the soul
He put together a solid visible body an d
the invisible breath or principle of life .
The result of this union was a soul. Do
you grasp the thought?" asked Paul.

"Do you mean that the soul is th e
whole thing—the body, and the life prin-
ciple or vitality?" queried Howard .

" Precisely . That's just what the Bibl e
says, and that's certainly reasonable . "

"But that amounts to saying that ma n
is a soul, the whole man, every part o f
him," parried Howard .

"Certainly, the man, the living .being,
is a soul .'

"Well, but—according to that, why
wouldn't animals he souls too?" sai d
Howard ,

"No reason in the world why they
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shouldn't be and as a matter of fact, they
are, replied Paul.

"What? The lower animals souls?"
"No question about it . In fact they ar e

called souls in the Bible," declared Paul .
"Where? I never saw it . "
"Well," said Paul, "suppose you read

Numbers 31 :28. "
(Howard reads) "And levy a tribut e

unto the Lord of the men of war that
went out to battle, one soul of five hun-
dred, both of the persons and of th e
beeves and of the asses and of th e
sheep .'—"Well, what next will I find ?
Beeves and asses and sheep called souls !
That sure is a good one," smiled Howard .

"Yes, it is interesting," replied Paul .
"And there are other Scripture texts, too,
where the wond `soul' is applied to beasts .
For instance, in Gen . 1 : 20. This reads :
'God said, Let the waters bring forth
the living creature that hath life .' Now
this word translated 'life' is nephesh in
the Hebrew language, and means ' soul'—
the very same word that is applied to
man, Then in Gen . 2 :19 we read : 'And
out of the ground the Lord God forme d
every beast of the field, and every fow l
of the air—and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the nam e
thereof .' Now the word here translated
'creature' is neplaesh (soul) again . Ther e
are many other examples of this sam e
use of the word . Of course, wherever
the translators found that this word ha d
reference to man, they translated it 'soul' ,
but ' creature' or something else when i t
referred to the lower animals . But i t
means the same thing in every instance .
It simply means ' living creature ' or 'sen-
tient being' . "

"Why did the translators do that ?"
asked Howard .

"Because their minds were impreg-
nated with the ancient Platonic philoso-
phy which teaches that man has an in -
tangible, ethereal something called a soul ,
which the lower animals have not," ex'-
plained Paul .

"But there must he a big differenc e
between the soul of man and the soul o f
the beast," said Howard . "A beast's sou l
dies, but I've always understood that
man's soul doesn ' t die. "

"Who says that the soul of man does
not die?" asked Paul . "I'll grant you
that there is a big difference between th e
soul of man and the soul of the beast,
but it does not consist in one being morta l
and the other immortal . The difference
is due to the fact that man is a more
highly organized creature—higher in th e
scale of creation ."
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"But regarding the soul of man, doe s
not the Bible say, `Thou shalt not surely
die' ?" bantered Howard .

"Do you know who said that, Howard ?
It was the devil, and he told one of the
greatest lies ever told on earth when h e
said it . And he has been telling it eve r
since . And what label has he put upon it ?
`The Immortality of the Soul' . Under
this label he has introduced his lie int o
hundreds of systems of religion," sai d
Paul with emphasis.

"But, Paul, I want you to prove to
me from the Bible that the soul dies, "
insisted Howard .

"All right . In Gen . 2 : 17 we read th e
words of 6od : 'In the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die .' In
Ezek. 18 :4 we find it stated, `The soul
that sinneth it shall die .' Twice in the
53rd chapter of Isaiah we read that th e
soul of Jesus died . In Acts 2 :28 it says,
'Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell'
(the grave or state of death), showing
that the soul of Jesus was dead until th e
time when 'God raised it up. Then Matt.
10 :28 says, 'Fear Him that is able to des -
troy both soul and body in Gehenna .' I f
the soul can be destroyed it must be mort-
al, not immortal . The word mortal mean s
'subject to death' ; and the word 'immor-
tal' means 'death-proof.' Remember that
the soul is the whole man, not a part o f
him. Man sinned and had to die, for th e
Bible says that 'the wages of sin i s
death .' "

"But doesn't the Bible say that at death
the soul goes back to God who gave it? "
inquired Howard .

"No ; it says that of the spirit, but not
of the soul ."

"What' s the difference? "
"As much difference as there is between

oxygen and water . The soul is the human
being, whereas the spirit is the power to
live . Now, if you stop a clock, the power
to make the clock go again comes back
to you, doesn't it? And if you blow ou t
a lamp, the power to light it again returns
to you. So then, when death blows ou t
this human lamp, the power to light i t
again goes hack to God, and God will us e
this power again in the resurrection, an d
bring man back to life . Meanwhile ma n
is dead as soon as he ceases to breathe .
He is not alive in some other state of
existence . To prove this we read in Faccl .
9 : 5, 'The lbHing know that they shall
die, but the dead know not anything!
Then in verse 10 it says, ' There is n o
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom in the grave whither thou goest ?

(Continued on Page 31)



Talking Thing) Over

The Pittsburgh Convention

T occurred to us that Dawn readers would be
interested in a brief day-by-day report of the
Pittsburgh Reunion Convention, in advance
of the full Convention Report that will b e

published later on . This issue of The Dawn therefore
is being delayed so as to include such a report of th e
whole three days . A brother now at the conventio n
sends us the following communication concerning what
'happened the first clay, Friday, October 25 :
First Day at Pittsburgh

Dear Brethren of The Daum : The first day of the Seventh
Annual Reunion Convention of Bible Students at Pittsburg h
is now nearing a conclusion and such a blessed day it has been !
It is well named a " Reunion Convention", and many were the
expressions of joy on the part of the brethren as they recounte d
the blessings that had been theirs as a result of their . "coming
into the truth", through the ministries of the one who was
.used of the Lord to initiate the present-truth movement in thi s
very cityand, to a large extent, in the very building in which
this convention is now being held . Brother J . T. Johnson, o f
Duquesne, Pa ., is serving as chairman for this opening day
of the convention . In his address of welcome, Bro . Johnso n
said in part :

Brother Johnson's Address of Welcom e
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord : It is my happy lo t

to be spokesman for the Pittsburgh Ecclesia of Bible Student s
today ; and this calls for some words of welcome on behal f
of the local brethren, to those who join us in worship here,
at this our Seventh Annual Reunion Convention .

We trust that our faith may be greatly strengthened by these
three days of feasting on holy things ; that we may grow strong
in the Lord and the power of His might ; that our hope may be
made to glow the brighter for meeting with you from othe r
places, learning the way of salvation more perfectly ;' and that
our love for the Lord, for the Father, and for the brethre n
may be increased, yes, made to abound more and more, even
unto the "perfect day. "

Other First-Day Blessings
Following Brother Johnson's brief address of welcome, Bro-

ther Horace K. Blynn, of Cincinnati, Ohio, was called to th e
platform to conduct a Praise and Testimony Meeting . On a

-black board in front of the platform and facing the audience ,
was written the text for the day : "What shall I render unto
the Lord for all of His benefits toward me? I will take the -
cup of salivation, and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay
my vows unto the Lord now, in the presence of His people ."

The testimonies at this opening session of the convention wer e
an inspiration . Sister Wilson, of Pittsburgh was the first to
testify. She remarked that someone had told her that the one
who gives the first testimony at a convention usually receives

the greatest blessing from the convention ; so she was seekin g
this time to get the greater portion, as well as also to be a
blessing to others . Brother S . J . Arnold, of Dayton, Ohio, an
old-time pilgrim brother and in the truth for forty-seven years ,
then gave a rousing testimony, in which he reminded the breth-
ren of the great blessings that have come to us as a result o f
the second presence of our Lord . Brother Arnold also addressed
the convention in the afternoon, andin his discourse he men-
tioned many helpful things relative to the subject of our Lord' s
second presence.

	

-
Brother Wyndelts, of Dallas, Texas expressed his great ap-

preciation of the truth, especially of the unselfishness of Go d
that is exemplified in the great gospel fact that He is to "bles s
all the families of the earth ." Sister May, of Peckville, Pa ., a
daughter of the late pilgrim, Bro. Samson, expressed great ap-
preciation for her privilege of being at this convention . Later ,
Brother Samson's granddaughter, Sister Small, of Ithaca, N . Y . ,
also testified . Then Sister Corey 'Mitchell, of Brooklyn, New
York, a (daughter of the late pilgrim -Brother John Harrison ,
testified. After the testimony meeting Sister Norma Mitchell ,
a granddaughter of Brother Harrison, met Sister Small, the
granddaughter of Brother Samson. des, this is a grand Re-
union Convention .

In addition to Brother Arnold's discourse in the afternoon.
Brother F. M. Robinson, of Denver, Colorado, spoke on the
subject of "The Mark of the Christian ." He encouraged th e
friends by calling their attention to God's long-suffering with
respect to our unwilling imperfections .

This evening the printed program will not be followed, in-
asmuch as the two speakers scheduled—Brother W . N . - Poe of
Cincinnati and Brother J. H Hoeveler, of Brooklyn, N. Y .—
are unable to be present . Brother Dietrich, of Flint, Michigan ,
will substitute for Brother Hoeveler ; and Brother Blynn, of
Cincinnati will substitute for Brother Poe .

Some of the states thus far represented at the conventio n
are : Texas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Dela-
ware, New Jersey, New York and Massachusetts—and th e
friends are still arriving . More later. - -

	

-

Second Day at Pittsburgh
Dear Brethren of The Dawn : Friends have been arriving

for the convention all day today, until at the evening session
the hall was about `packed out' . Florida, - West Virginia, Mary -
land are now represented, bringing the total number of states
from which visiting brethren have come to 19 .

A number of friends arose early this morning and helpe d
with the ,distribution of circulars advertising the public meetin g
in Carnegie Hall Sunday night . 'In the morning praise and tes-
timony meeting several voiced their appreciation for the privi-
lege of having had a share in this work—not bragging because
of what they had done for the Lord, but expressing their joy
that the Lord had given them the opportunity of helping to tel l
others about that which had brought so great a blessing to their
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own hearts and lives . Brother Kendall's testinalony was parti-
cularly enthusiastic along this line, and in his characteristi c
way he reminded the conventioners of the glorious message w e
have to give out, and of how much the people need it .

Brother P. L. Read, of Indianapolis, Ind., gave the morning
discourse, on the subject, 'The Song of the Pilgrims' . This lec-
ture as well as all the others given at the convention, will be
published in the Souvenir Convention Report . In the afternoon
a memorial service was held at the grave of Pastor Russell .
The chairman of this service explained that the memorial was
held, not in the sense of worshipping a man, but out of appre-
ciation of the way the Lord used him to bring the light of th e
divine plan 'down to so many at this end of the age . A numbe r
of stirring testimonies were given at this service. These testi-
monies will appear in the convention report .

Following the memorial service Brother E . G. Wylam of
Chicago, Ill ., gave a discourse on the subject, ' The Operatio n
of the Holy Spirit in the Christian Life .' The evening program,
was carried out according to schedule, Brother Paul E . Thom,.
son speaking on the subject, 'The Perfecting of Love ' , followed
by Brother C. P. Bridges, who used the subject, 'The Rest of
Faith' . At the conclusion of this discourse Brother George Wil-
son came to the platform and announced that arrangements ha d
been made to take a picture of the friends as they were gather-
ed for the Sunday morning session of the convention, and tha t
this picture would be used in the report . Brother James C. Jor-
dan, of Pittsburgh, was the convention chairman on Saturday . "

The Last Day at Pittsburgh
Dear Brethren, : There was great enthusiasm in the old

Bible House Chapel today. Brother George Wilson was th e
chairman for the day and the convention opened promptly a t
9 :30 with a short testimony meeting. Brother Oscar Magnuson,
of Brooklyn, scheduled to speak at 10 o'clock, was unable

to be present, and his place was filled by Brother A} L . Muir,
of Tampa, Fla, who spoke on the subject, 'Taking Heed to Thy -
self and to The Doctrine.' This was followed by a stirring
address by Brother George Kendall, on the subject, 'Jesus
Christ and Him Crucified' . In between these two discourses
the photographers took a picture . of the friends assembled, th e
number of whom by this time had filled the chapel to its ut-
most capacity.

Brother Shirley DeGroot, of Grand Rapids, Mich., gave
the principal discourse of the afternoon, in which he discusse d
in a very convincing manner many of the objections that ar e
now being raised' to the fact of the Lord's second presence. Bro-
ther E . H. (Herrscher, of Phoenix, Ariz., scheduled to speak
at 3 o'clock, was unable to be present, and his time was filled
in with an impromptu program consisting of a praise service,
a report by Brother W. N. Woodworth of his 10,000-mile pil-
grim trip, recently taken, and a Love Feast .

The Love Feast officially closed the convention but, the
friends were waiting with enthusiasm for the public meeting
in the evening, which was held in Carnegie Hall, where Pasto r
Russell gave so many public discourses : The attendance at this
meeting was good, 500 strangers coming out to hear Brothe r
Woodworth discuss the subject 'Coming Back from Hell Soon '.
More than 200 names were turned in at the close of the meet-
ing by those interested in learning more about the subject dis-
cussed. It would be impossible, in a few words, to convey an y
adequate conception of the joy of the friends as this n>iemorabl e
convention finally came to an end . Doubtless the Souvenir Re -
port will help coonvey some of this enthusiasm to the brethre n
throughout the country. The report is being published by the
Associated Bible Students, 610 Arch ,Street, N . S ., Pittsburgh ,
Pa., and to cover the cost of publication a nominal price of 2 5
cents each, or 5 copies for $1 is being asked .

Then in the third chapter of Ecclesiaste s
we read, 'That which befalleth the son s
of men befalleth beasts, even the on e
thing befalleth them ; as the one dieth,
so dieth the other ; yea, they have all one
breath, so that a man hath no pre-emi-
nence above a beast (in death) . All go
unto one place : all are of dust and al l
return to dust again.' Jesus corroborated
this, by saying that dead people are in
their graves . You will find His statemen t
in John 5 :28. "

"But what about the Apostle Paul ?
Didn't he say that at death he was to
receive a crown of life? " asked Howard .

No, not at death, but at some time i n
the future, which he called 'at that day,' "
answered Paul .

"But didn't he say that for him to di e
would be gain, and that he desired to b e
with Christ? "

"Yes, but what did he mean? He ha d
suffered much for the truth's sake . Death
would release him from that suffering .
The word 'depart' used in Phil . 1 :23,

AFTER DEATH—WHAT ?
(Continued from Page 29 )

is the Greek word 'analusai', and means
'to be unloosed.' In Luke 12 : 37 the same
word is translated 'return' . What th e
Apostle Paul actually wanted was to be
unloosed from death in the first resurrec-
tion, and to be with Christ in His King-
dom. You see, the apostle said that at
the time of the second advent the dead in
Christ would rise first. He said that
some would be alive on earth and som e
would be asleep in death. "

"But didn't he speak about his hous e
not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens? "

"Certainly. That 's in harmony with
what I have said. God was to give that
to him in the resurrection . There is not a
word to the effect that he was to get i t
at the moment of death. If dead peopl e
are alive what is the use of a resurrec-
tion? In 1 Cor . 15 :18 the apostle say s
that if there be no resurrection of th e
dead, then they that sleep in Christ are
perished, meaning that they are eternally

out of existence . ,Surely that is clear
enough ; it shows that all hope of life
depends on the resurrection ."

"Well, Paul, you certainly do know
your Bible . And what's more, you hav e
convinced me that dead people are in
their graves until the resurrection. And
say, look at Tom . I don't believe he' s
been sleeping after all ."

"No, boys, I haven't," said Torn.
What you've been saying was interesting .
In fact I've heard things today I never
heard before, and they sound like good
common sense. I never could swallow
that heaven and hell business that's been
so much preached in the past . But your
view of the matter is reasonable, Paul .
Could a fellow get anything to read alon g
these lines? "

"Yes, Tom, I have a book called 'The
Divine Plan of the Ages' that will be fin e
for you to read. Also, there is a smaller
one called ' God and Reason' , and you,
are welcome to both of them ."
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