
The Dawn
VOLUME LXII, NUMBER 6

(USPS 149-380), JUNE 1994

TABLE OF CONTENTS

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
Why Does God Not Intervene? 2

INTERNATIONA L
BIBLE STUDY LESSON S

God Cares 1 0
God ' s Call and Our Response 1 2
God Sets People Free 1 4
God Gives Us Victory 1 6

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E
Our Hope in Christ 1 8
The Church 2 7
The "Seed " Series, Part 3—Th e

Sure Mercies of David 50
Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts 6 1

TALKING THINGS OVER
Registration Form 9

"FRANK & ERNEST "
Radio Schedule 34

THE BIBLE ANSWER S
TV Schedule 36

ENCOURATING LETTERS 62

OBITUARIES 63

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS 63

CONVENTIONS 64

Second-class postage paid a t
Rutherford, NJ . Publishe d
monthly by The Dawn Bible Stu -
dents Association, 199 Railroad
Avenue, East Rutherford . NJ
07073, $1 .00 a year : Grea t
Britain 60p . Write to foreign ad -
dresses for other prices .

CANADA : P .O . Box 175, Elm -
wood Postal Outlet, Winnipeg, Man .
R2L 1M 0

BRITISH	 ISLES : Associate d
'Bible Students, P.O . Box 136 ,
Chesham, Bucks. HP5 3EB

AUSTRALIA : Berean Bible In-
stitute, 1 Springfield Street, Briar
Hill, Victoria 3088

FRANCE : Association des
giants de la Bible-Publications
Aurora, B .P . 3066, 68062 Mul-
house CEDE X

GERMANY : Tagesanbruch
libelstudien-Vereinigung, Postfach 4
D8567, Neunkirchen am San d

GREECE : He Haravgi (Th e
Dawn), A xediou 81 Ano llisia, G R
15771 Athens

ITALY : Aurora, Via S. Leonardo
21, Ottaviano 80044, Napol i

NEWZEALAND : P.O . Box 1358,
C .P .O. Aucklan d

SOUTHAMERICA : El Alba, c/o
Ave] y Milo Lupsor, Zalle Almirant e
Brown 674, Monte Grande, Buenos
Aires, Argentina

Y
Miguel A . Ramirez, Padre Bruzzon e
1166, Espeleta 1882, Buenos Aires ,
Argentina

SPAIN : El Alba, Via S . Leonard o
aviano 80044 Napoli, Italy



HIGHLIGHTS OF DAW N

WHY DOES NO T

GOD INTERVENE?

A STATE OF chaos and revolution has existed within van
ous countries of the world ever since the ending of th e

Second World War and the peace-making mechanism of th e
United Nations came into being . The semblance of peace
which does exist in many parts of the earth is still maintaine d
to a great extent by sheer force of arms on the part of the
more powerful nations .

The recent intervention by the United States through th e
use of NATO air strikes in what was once the country of
Yugoslavia, is feared by many as an involvement which ma y
draw the United States into another Vietnam- or Korea-type
situation . However, most will admit that something must be
done to put an end to the awful carnage which is ragin g
there . The United States seems genuinely interested i n
promoting peace and security within small nations, and take s
the view that when nothing else will accomplish this, not to
hesitate to intervene by force of arms .

Only under unusual circumstances do the people of an y
nation welcome intervention by another nation, especially b y
means of armed force . Whatever the viewpoints of nation s
might be, we have seen much in the way of interventio n
within the last fifty years, some partially successful and som e
with disastrous results . To those who are taking military ac -
tion such as air strikes or landing troops on the soil of othe r
nations, the word intervention describes a justifiable ac t
which, in the long run, will be good for the people involved .
They regard it as being necessary to prevent the complet e
breakdown of law and order, and ultimate control by invad-



As followers of the Master, and students of the Word of
God, it is not within our province to decide who is right in
matters of this kind . To us the whole world situation give s
evidence that man, with all his technical and scientific knowl-
edge and advancement, is failing to govern himself in a man-
ner to assure peace, security, and happiness for all . Human
selfishness has driven man into a situation from which he is
unable to extricate himself . Some are trying one method ,
and some another ; but ultimately all will fail, and we wil l
have the climax of what the Prophet Daniel describes as " a
time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation . "
—Dan . 12 : 1

There are millions in the world who profess to believe i n
God and in his ability to help them . However, it has not oc-
curred to most of these that God will ever actually do any -
thing to straighten out the tangled affairs of the nations, an d
of the world in general . They do not know that God ha s
promised to intercede in human affairs to do for the peopl e
what they cannot do for themselves . And even if they were
aware of this, their faith in his wisdom and power to accom-
plish any permanent results would not be strong enough to
enable them to believe it . They look at secular history an d
observe that in the past God has not interfered to establis h
peace, and they ask why we should expect him to do so
now .

PAST INTERVENTION S
From Biblical history, however, we learn that in the pas t

God did intervene in human affairs . An outstanding exampl e
of this was the case of the Flood in Noah's day . Prior to th e
Flood, as the Bible explains, the world had become desper-
ately wicked . The imaginations of men 's hearts were evil ,
and "that continually . " (Gen . 6 :1-5) Divine intervention a t
that time resulted in the destruction of the entire human race ,
with the exception of Noah and his family . These, followin g
the instructions of the LORD, were brought safely through th e
Flood, and formed the nucleus for a new world .

There was divine intervention in the affairs of a natio n
when God delivered the Hebrew people from their bondage



in Egypt . Pharaoh learned that he could not hold out agains t
the God of the Hebrews, although he tried desperately to d o
so, finally losing his life in the attempt . The reason for this in-
tervention is apparent . The Hebrews were God's chose n
people, the children of Abraham . God had promised Abra-
ham that all the families of the earth would be blessed by hi s
`seed ' . Since Jesus was that true `seed ' of promise, it wa s
necessary that the descendants of Abraham survive on th e
earth until Jesus, the Messiah, came . The bondage in Egyp t
might well have ultimately destroyed this people—hence
God's intervention to deliver his people .

Many examples of divine intervention on behalf of individ-
uals come down to us from the ancient past. Daniel was
saved from the mouths of the lions . (Dan . 6 :1-28) The three
Hebrews were delivered from the fiery furnace . (Dan . 3 :1-
30) However, God did not intervene to save Jesus fro m
death, because his plan was for his only begotten Son to give
his life as the Redeemer and Savior of the world . (John 1:14 ;
3 :16) During the course of his earthly ministry, Jesus, by the
power of God, performed many miracles, and later the apos-
tles also performed miracles—temporarily intervening in the
lives of those who were healed .

But since the days of the Early Church, neither the worl d
nor the professed people of God have witnessed much in th e
way of outward demonstrations to indicate that God i s
paying any particular attention to what is happening in the
world . God 's own people, by the eye of faith, recognize hi s
dealings with them along spiritual lines, but they are allowe d
to suffer and to die even as the rest of the world . So the
worldly viewpoint is—and this viewpoint is shared by church-
ianity in general—that we are not to expect that God wil l
ever actually do anything to help the world out of the tangle d
mess into which human selfishness has plunged it .

Generally speaking, the people of the churches seem to
think that the world will go on indefinitely with mankin d
struggling as best they can to rule themselves . Their effort i s
to influence governments to enact better laws, and in othe r
ways to improve the moral tone of society . These have long



since discarded the idea of Christ's return and the establish-
ment of his long-promised kingdom . In other words, the
people of the world generally, and those of worldly churches ,
do not believe that there will ever be divine intervention in
the affairs of men .

A LONG TIM E
Those who do not know the plan of God as revealed i n

the Bible are not to be blamed for their lack of belief in divin e
intervention as a solution to the world 's problems . After all ,
as we have noted, it has been a long time since humans hav e
seen much visible evidence of the mighty working power o f
our God in the affairs of men . The LORD takes this into ac -
count when, through the Prophet Isaiah, he says, "I hav e
long time holden my peace ; I have been still, and refrained
myself ."—Isa . 42 :14

Yes, God has `refrained' for a long time from interfering i n
human affairs to any visible extent . This explanation is asso-
ciated with a prophecy in which we are informed that Go d
does . not propose to refrain forever from interfering with th e
downward course of human selfishness . Verse 13 of th e
chapter reads, "The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he
shall stir up jealousy like a man of war : he shall cry, yea ,
roar; he shall prevail against his enemies . "

God is unlimited in his methods of accomplishing his pur-
poses . His intervention in human affairs in Noa h 's day was by
means of a flood of waters . Now that we have reached the
end of another ` world ' , the time is at hand for the establish-
ment of the long-promised Messianic kingdom . Although dif-
ferent methods are employed than at the time of the Flood ,
one of these, as indicated in the prophecy just quoted, is fo r
God to allow nations and armies to pit themselves agains t
each other in order that they might destroy themselves—an d
so also destroy the imperfect social order of which they ar e
an integral part .

Another prophecy, one in which the present social order i s
symbolically described as "the earth," reads : "Wait ye upon
me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey :
for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may as-



semble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation ,
even all my fierce anger : for all the earth shall be devoure d
with the fire of my jealousy [Hebrew, zeal] . "—Zeph. 3 : 8

This and other prophecies indicate that in the final phase
of this Armageddon struggle, God, in his own way, wil l
reveal his hand in what is taking place, and that then the na-
tions will recognize his intervention . In this final phase of the
prophetic destruction of the symbolic earth, we find that th e
people of Israel will figure very prominently . This is brought
to our attention in Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39 .

This prophecy indicates that at the time of its fulfillmen t
the returned Israelites will be well established in the Promise d
Land, and that aggressor hordes from the north, under the
leadership of a symbolic character named " Gog " will attac k
them . It will be then, when the situation for his ancien t
people looks hopeless, that God will intervene on their be -
half . Concerning this we read :

"It shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shal l
come against the land of Israel, saith the LORD God, that m y
fury shall come up in my face . For in my jealousy and in th e
fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shal l
be a great shaking in the land of Israel ; so that the fishes o f
the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of th e
field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, an d
all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake a t
my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, an d
the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to th e
ground . And I will call for a sword against him [Gog ]
throughout all my mountains, saith the LORD God : every
man's sword shall be against his brother . And I will plea d
against him with pestilence and with blood ; and I will rain
upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many peopl e
that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones ,
fire, and brimstone . Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify
myself ; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, an d
they shall know that I am the LORD ."—Ezek . 38:18-23

As this prophecy reveals, when the horrendous even t
which it describes occurs, all nations will have their eyes



opened to discern that this defeat of Israel 's enemies was
accomplished by the LORD . They will then know that the
God of heaven has intervened on behalf of his people . The
prophecy speaks of "an overflowing rain, and great hail -
stones, fire, and brimstone, " which the LORD will use to dis-
perse the enemies of Israel . These expressions may well be
symbolic of whatever forces the LORD may use at that time .
Details of prophecies are seldom understood until they are
fulfilled . But the important consideration at the moment i s
that the LORD will intervene in human affairs, and when h e
does, all nations will know the significance of what has take n
place .

THE KINGDOM ESTABLISHE D
The defeat of Israel's enemies marks the beginning of Mes-

sianic kingdom authority throughout all the earth . This will be
the climax of that foretold "time of trouble, such as never wa s
since there was a nation ." (Dan . 12 :1) Jesus referred to thi s
as a time of "great tribulation," a tribulation so great that un-
less it was halted all flesh would be destroyed . (Matt . 24 :
21,22) But Jesus assured us that this time of tribulation would
be brought to an end by "the elect " ; that is, Jesus and those
who will be associated with him in the spiritual phase of hi s
kingdom—those who will live and reign with him a thousan d
years .—Rev . 20 :4, 6

Isaiah 2 :2-4 is a marvelous description of the establishmen t
of the Messianic kingdom . In this prophecy the kingdom is
symbolized by a mountain, and the various governments o f
the world as mountains . The prophecy reads : " It shall come
to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's
house shall be established [Margin, `prepared] in the top o f
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills ; and al l
nations shall flow unto it . And many people shall go and say ,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths : for out of Zion shall go
forth the Law, and the Word of the LORD from Jerusalem .
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuk e
mnr
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shares, and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall no t
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war an y
more . "

The LORD ' s ' mountain ' , or kingdom, will be a rulin g
house, made up of the sons of God—Jesus and those wh o
have suffered and died with him that they might live an d
reign with him . (II Tim . 2 :11,12) This ruling house of sons
will dominate in all the affairs of men, as denoted by its bein g
established in 'the top of the mountains' , and 'exalted abov e
the hills ' . Through divine intervention this new governmen t
will be firmly established to rule over the peoples of th e
world, and they will voluntarily flow into it .—Micah 4 : 1

By that time the peoples of all nations will have learne d
the futility of their own efforts to establish peace and security .
They will know that the world cannot go on indefinitely
under the constant threat of destruction by nuclear weapon s
of war . They will learn that an uneasy peace maintained b y
the superiority of arms is not really a worthwhile peace, so
they will be glad for this new government, the kingdom of
Christ, to exercise authority over them .

Many people shall say, " Come, and let us go up to th e
mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God o f
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk i n
his paths . " (vs . 2) They will then know that their own plan s
and ways have failed, so they will want to learn the LORD's
ways, and they will agree to walk in his paths . The ways of
the LORD will then be made plain, for 'the law shall go fort h
of Zion, and the Word of the LORD from Jerusalem ' .—vs . 2

And when the people recognize the authority of Messiah's
kingdom over them, and seek to walk in his ways, they will
beat their 'swords into plowshares ' , and 'their spears into
pruning hooks ' ; and they will ' learn war no more ' . (vs . 3 )
This simply means that divine intervention in the earth wil l
result in the end of war and the preparation for war . It will be
God's solution to the basic human problem of selfishness, fo r
the people will also be reformed in their hearts, and wil l
riolinht in tho u,at,c of tho T ORr) tho watic of InuP.
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TALKING THINGS OVE R

General Convention Registration Form
St . Joseph, Missouri

	

July 16—21, 1994

Breakf. Lunch Dinner Dor m

Fr

	

Jul

	

5t h
Saturday, 16th
Sunday, 17t h
Monday, 18t h
Tuesday, 19t h

Wednesday, 20th
Thursday, 21st

OR check here for package : 7 nights, 18 meal s

First and last name (and Ecclesia) Age

Address:

Telephone number [evenings] : area code (

	

)

Are you able to walk up one flight of steps?

	

Two flights ?

Your dorm preference [check one] :

	

Old dorm 0

	

New Dorm
Don't care

	

Staying off-site

If you're alone, would you like to share a room with someone ?

Your arrival Information in Kansas City if you want to be picked up :

Send to : General Convention Registration
n25 Lachman Lane

	

Pat . Palisade' . CA 90272



INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIE S

LESSON FOR JUNE 5

GOD CARES
KEY VERSE : "God heard their groaning, and God remem-
bered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
Jacob ." —Exodus 2 :24

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Exodus 1 :8-1 1

T
HE PHARAOH WHO exalte d
Joseph to such a hig h

position in the government of
Egypt had died, and, as th e
record states, "There arose u p
a new king over Egypt, which
knew not Joseph." (Exod . 1 :8 )
This king became apprehensiv e
and said to the Egyptians, "Be -
hold, the people of the children
of Israel are more and mightier
than we: come on, let us dea l
wisely with them ; lest they
multiply, and it come to pass ,
that, when there falleth ou t
any war, they join also unt o
our enemies, and fight agains t
us, and so get them up out o f
the land."—Exod . 1 :9,1 0

The Israelites had bee n
made slave laborers and a s
such were useful to the Egyp-
tian government, but the kin g
did not want them to become
too numerous . So he set task -
masters over them with orders
to increase their burden of

prevent them from multiplyin g
so rapidly . But it had the op-
posite effect . Then the mid-
wives were ordered to kill al l
the male babies as soon as
they were born, but they dis-
obeyed this order .—vss .15-20

Then the king gave orders
that all male children were to
be thrown into the river. This
"charge," or command, wa s
given to all the Egyptians and
meant that it was legal for any
of the Egyptians to seize He-
brew male children at any time
and any place, and throw them
into the river.—vs . 22

It was under such cir-
cumstances that Moses was
born . In the New Testament
Paul comments on this, saying ,
"By faith Moses, when he was
born, was hid three months o f
his parents, because they sa w
he was a proper child ; and
they were not afraid of th e
king's commandment ."(Heb .



they could not continue to d o
this, they "took for him an ar k
of bulrushes, . . . and put the
child therein ; and she laid it i n
the flags by the river's brink .
And his sister stood afar off, to
wit what would be done to
him."—Exod . 2:3,4

Their faith soon began to b e
rewarded . Pharaoh's daughter
"came down to wash hersel f
at the river ; and her maidens
walked along by the river's
side; and when she saw th e
ark among the flags, she sen t
her maid to fetch it . And whe n
she had opened it, she saw th e
child : and behold the bab e
wept . And she had compas-
sion on him, and said, This i s
one of the Hebrews' chit-
dren ."—Exod . 2:5,6

The sister who stood by to
watch what would happen ,
then asked Pharaoh's daughte r
if she should get one of the
Hebrew women to nurse th e
child, "and Pharaoh's daughte r
said to her, Go . And the mai d
went and called the child' s
mother." (vs. 8) The mother
accepted the invitation to b e
her baby's nurse .

By this arrangement Mose s
was raised under the protec-
tion of the Egyptian govern-
ment and became "learned i n
all the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians, and was mighty i n
words and in deeds ." (Act s
7 :22) But with his own mothe r
caring for him, Moses also

learned that he was not a n
Egyptian, and he was informe d
concerning the promises o f
God as they related to the Is-
raelites, including those of
deliverance from Egyptian
bondage .

In the New Testament ,
Stephen informs us that whe n
Moses was "full forty years
old, it came into his heart to
visit his brethren the childre n
of Israel ." (Acts 7:23) Pau l
states the matter more dra-
matically, saying, "By fait h
Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called th e
son of Pharaoh's daughter ;
choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God ,
than to enjoy the pleasures o f
sin for a season; esteeming the
reproach of Christ greate r
riches than the treasures i n
Egypt : for he had respect unt o
the recompence of the re-
ward."—Heb . 11 :24-26

Meanwhile the burdens of
the Israelites were being in-
creased, and they "sighed b y
reason of the bondage, an d
they cried, and their cry came
up unto God by reason of th e
bondage . And God heard thei r
groaning, and God remem-
bered his covenant with Abra-
ham, with Isaac, and wit h
Jacob. And God looked upo n
the children of Israel, and Go d
had respect unto them ." —
Exod. 2:23-25
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LESSON FOR JUNE 1 2

GOD'S CALL AND OUR RESPONS E
KEY VERSE : " Come now therefore, and I will send thee
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the
children of Israel out of Egypt . " —Exodus 3 :10

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Exodus 3 :10-1 5

I
N SPEAKING TO Moses from

the burning bush, the LOR D
identified himself, saying, " I
am the God of thy father, th e
God of Abraham, the God o f
Isaac, and the God of Jacob . "
(Exod . 3:1-6) The truthfulness
of this narrative is confirmed
by Jesus, who used it as a
proof of the resurrection of th e
dead . He explained that Jeho-
vah is not a God of the dea d
but of the living, and since h e
declared himself to be the Go d
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ,
who had died, it means that
they are to be raised from th e
dead, for, as Jesus explained ,
"All live unto him," that is ,
unto God .—Luke 20:37,38

In Moses' day, even a s
now, there were many gods ,
but only one true and livin g
God . It was he who had
spoken to Abraham and prom-
ised that through his seed al l
the families of the earth were
to be blessed . Moses knew
about these promises and ha d
confidence in the God who ha d
made them ; so he did not

hesitate to offer himself fo r
service, saying, "Here am I ."—
Exod . 3 : 4

The LORD then explained to
Moses that the time had com e
when he would deliver the Is-
raelites from their slavery i n
Egypt and "bring them up ou t
of that land unto a good land
and a large, unto a land flow-
ing with milk and honey ." (vss .
7,8) Next followed the word s
of our Key Verse. To Moses
the LORD said : "Come now
therefore, and I will send the e
unto Pharaoh . "

Remembering, no doubt, hi s
first attempt to help his peopl e
and how completely it had
failed, it was logical for Mose s
to ask, "Who am I, that I . . .
should bring forth the childre n
of Israel out of Egypt?" Reply-
ing to this question, the LOR D
said to Moses, "Certainly I wil l
be with thee; and this shall b e
a token unto thee, that I have
sent thee: When thou has t
brought forth the people out o f
Egypt, ye shall serve God upo n
this mountain ."—vss . 11,12



But Moses had still anothe r
question . Forty years prior to
this, when he had attempted
to help his people, he wa s
asked, "Who made thee a
prince and a judge over us? "
(Exod. 2:14) Now he wanted
to know how he would answe r
questions of this sort from hi s
own people . He knew that
they would demand by wha t
authority he had come to deliv-
er them . True, he would tel l
them that the God of thei r
fathers had sent him ; but then ,
as he said, they would want to
know more than this . "They
shall say to me," Moses con-
tinued, "What is his name? "
How was he to answer thi s
question?—Exod . 3 :1 3

Replying, the LORD said to
Moses, "I AM THAT I AM: and
he said, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, I
AM hath sent me unto you .
And God said moreover unto
Moses, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, Th e
LORD God of your fathers, th e
God of Abraham, the God o f
Isaac, and the God of Jacob ,
hath sent me unto you: this i s
my name for ever, and this i s
my memorial unto all genera-
tions ."—Exod. 3:14,1 5

The Hebrew word her e
translated "AM" in the name " I
AM," means 'exist' . By its use
the LORD was identifying him -
self to Moses and, through
him, to the Israelites, as the

ever-existing God, the sam e
God who had directed an d
blessed their fathers, the God
who had promised them th e
land of Canaan, who throug h
Joseph had given assuranc e
that they would be delivered
from Egypt .

Moses then hesitated fo r
another reason . He said to
God, "O my LORD, I am not
eloquent, neither heretofore ,
nor since thou halt spoke n
unto thy servant : but I am
slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue ." (Exod 4:10) Replying
to this, the LORD reminded
Moses that he was the Creato r
of the tongue, implying that
Moses need have no fear . The
LORD then informed him that
his brother' Aaron would ac -
company him on his mission
and would serve as his mouth -
piece : "He shall be to thee in -
stead of a mouth and tho u
shalt be to him instead o f
God."—vss . 11-1 6

Moses and Aaron "gathered
together all the elders of the
children of Israel : and Aaron
spake all the words which th e
LORD had spoken unto Moses ,
and did the signs in the sight
of the people . And the peopl e
believed : and when they heard
that the LORD had visited the
children of Israel, and that h e
had looked upon their afflic-
tion, then they bowed thei r
heads and worshipped ."—vss .
29-31
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ESSON FOR JUNE 1 9

GOD SETS PEOPLE FREE
KEY VERSE : "Say unto the children of Israel, I am the
LORD, and I will bring you out from under th e
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of thei r
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm,
and with great judgments: and I will take you to me for a
people, and I will be to you a God . "—Exodus 6:6, 7

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Exodus 6:5- 7

W
ITH THE ELDERS of Israe l

agreeing to cooperate ,
Moses and Aaron then con-
tacted Pharaoh, saying to him ,
"Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, Let my people go, that
they may hold a feast unto m e
in the wilderness." But Phar-
aoh did not take this kindly . He
replied, "Who is the LORD, that
I should obey his voice to let
Israel go? I know not the LORD ,
neither will I let Israel go ."—
Exod . 5 :1,2

No amount of persuasion
would change Pharaoh's mind .
Instead of allowing the Is-
raelites to go, even temporari-
ly, he increased their burdens .
Then the Israelites complaine d
to Moses, and Moses went to
the LORD and said, " LORD ,
wherefore hast thou so evi l
entreated this people? why is i t
that thou hast sent me? Fo r
since I came to Pharaoh t o
speak in thy name, he hat h
done evil to this people ; neither

hast thou delivered thy peopl e
at all ."—vss . 22,2 3

This was not expressing a
lack of faith in God's ability to
deliver his people but rather a
request for a better under -
standing of God's providences .
The LORD assured Moses tha t
in due time Pharaoh would no t
only let the Israelites go, but
would even drive them out o f
the land .

God brought plagues upon
Egypt—ten in all . As each of
these plagues fell upon th e
land, Moses and Aaron went ,
to Pharaoh with God's mes-
sage, "Let my people go . "
Each time Pharaoh declare d
that if the plague were lifted
he would let the Israelites go ,
but each time he broke hi s
word . "For the scripture saith
unto Pharaoh, Even for thi s
same purpose have I raise d
thee up, that I might show m y
power in thee, and that m y
name might be declared



throughout all the earth . "
(Rom. 9 :17) This suggests tha t
God could have brought an -
other prince to the throne o f
Egypt but favored this one be -
cause of his wickedness, self -
will, and obstinacy .

The Scriptures also declare
that God hardened Pharaoh' s
heart . (Exod . 4 :21 ) The expla-
nation is that it was the good-
ness of God that hardened
Pharaoh's heart . Divine good-
ness and generosity wer e
shown in the removal of th e
various plagues as soon a s
Pharaoh promised to do right .
This, instead of inciting him to
love and obedience, led him to
greater obstinacy . He deter -
mined, as he passed throug h
one plague after another, that
others could not be worse ; bu t
ultimately he paid dearly for hi s
defiance .

The tenth plague was th e
most severe . All the firstbor n
of Egypt died ; but the firstbor n
of Israel, under the protectio n
of the blood of the Passove r
lamb, were spared . By this
plague Pharaoh was brought to
the point, as prophesied ,
where he expelled the Israelite s
from the land .

It was in connection wit h
this tenth and final plagu e
upon Egypt that Israel's Pass -
over was instituted. Accordin g
to the instructions of the LOR D
through Moses, the Passove r
lamb was to be slain and its

blood sprinkled upon the lintel s
and doorposts of the houses .
The firstborn in any hous e
where the blood was foun d
that night was passed over, o r
spared .

The Apostle Paul places a
typical significance upon this ,
saying, "Christ our passover i s
sacrificed for us ." (I Cor . 5 :7 )
Paul also mentions the "church
of the firstborn ." (Neb . 12:23 )
Israel's firstborn were delivered
from death that first Passover
night, and the next day all Is-
rael were brought forth fro m
bondage. This has its counter-
part in antitype in that ' the
church of the firstborn' are
delivered from death during th e
present Gospel Age, and then ,
during earth's new day, al l
mankind will be delivered fro m
their oppressive taskmaster ,
Satan, and made free from si n
and death .

Moses' greatness is attri-
butable to the fact that he
gave the LORD the glory for al l
things . By cooperating with th e
LORD, he had delivered Israe l
from Egyptian bondage . But he
kept reminding the people tha t
it was, indeed, the LORD who
had accomplished this miracle .
He said to them : "Remember
this day, in which ye came ou t
from Egypt, out of the hous e
of bondage ; for by strength o f
hand the LORD brought you ou t
from this place."—Exodus
13:3
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LESSON FOR JUNE 2 6

GOD GIVES US VICTORY
KEY VERSES : "The LORD saved Israel that day out of th e
hand of the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dea d
upon the sea shore . And Israel saw that great work whic h
the LORD did upon the Egyptians : and the people feared
the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servan t
Moses." —Exodus 14 :30,31

SELECTED SCRIPTURE : Exodus 14:21-3 1

S
OON AFTER THEY left Egypt ,
Moses and the Israelite s

were confronted with another
crisis . The LORD directed th e
route they were to take . He
"went before them by day in a
pillar of a cloud, to lead them
the way; and by night in a pil-
lar of fire, to give them light . "
(Exod. 13:21) By following th e
'cloud' and the 'pillar of fire '
they were led over a rout e
which necessitated crossin g
the Red Sea, and when the y
reached the sea there seemed
to be no way of getting safel y
to the other side .

Meanwhile, after they had
left Egypt, Pharaoh repented
that he had allowed them t o
go; so he took six hundre d
chosen chariots, and all the
chariots of Egypt, . . . and he
pursued after the children of Is-
rael ." (Exod. 14:7,8) Pharao h
and his army overtook the Is-
raelites just as they reache d
the Red Sea, and the people

became "sore afraid ." (vs. 10 )
They could not go forward,
and it looked as though they
would be captured and re -
turned to Egypt, or perhap s
killed. So they complained to
Moses, "Because there were
no graves in Egypt, hast tho u
taken us away to die in the
wilderness? wherefore has t
thou dealt thus with us, to
carry us forth out of Egypt? "
(Exod . 14:11) Moses, stil l
trusting in the LORD, said unt o
the people, "Fear ye not, stan d
still, and see the salvation of
the LORD, which he will show
to you today: for the Egyptian s
whom ye have seen today, ye
shall see them again no more
for ever . The LORD shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold you r
peace."—Exod . 14:13,1 4

The LORD then instructe d
Moses to go forward . He wa s
told to stretch out his hand
over the sea and divide it ,
enabling the Israelites to cross



over on dry land . The Egyptia n
army tried to follow, but th e
waters closed in upon them ,
and Pharaoh and his warriors
were destroyed .

The 15th chapter of Exodu s
contains a song of deliveranc e
which was sung by Moses and
the Israelites. Some of th e
opening words are, "The LOR D
is my strength and song, and
he is become my salvation . "
(Exod . 15 :2) This song o f
Moses is preeminently one o f
salvation and deliverance . The
overcoming church class of th e
present Gospel Age is show n
in the 14th chapter of Revela-
tion as being with the "Lamb "
on Mount Zion, singing a new
song and, in the 15th chapter ,
as singing the song "of Moses
and the Lamb."—Rev. 14:1-3 ;
15 : 3

Thus again, Moses and the
mighty works accomplished b y
the LORD through him are indi-
cated to be typical of Jesus ,
the 'Lamb' of Revelation, and
typical also of the much larger
and more important deliverance
accomplished by him, even the
deliverance from sin and death
—first of the church of the
'firstborn', and later, during the
thousand years of his reign, o f
all mankind .

In I Corinthians 10 :1-4 Pau l
refers to the experiences of Is-
rael in passing through the Red
Sea . He speaks of the nation

as being baptized into Moses i n
the sea and in the cloud, jus t
as spiritual Israelites are bap-
tized into Christ .

In the Bible, Moses is sec-
ond in prominence to Jesu s
Christ . His name appears in th e
Word of God a total of eight
hundred and ten times, seve n
hundred and thirty of which
are in the Old Testament, an d
eighty in the New Testament.
His name appears more than
one hundred times in the Old
Testament subsequent to hi s
death. Throughout the mor e
than three thousand year s
since he lived, reverential es -
teem has been held for him by
the Jewish people as thei r
great deliverer and lawgiver .

We see in Moses not only a
great prophet but also a type
of the Messiah, the Christ . The
Apostle Peter, in a prophecy o f
the work of Christ subsequent
to his Second Advent, said ,
"Moses truly said unto the
fathers, A prophet shall th e
LORD your God raise up unt o
you of your brethren, like unt o
me: him shall ye hear in al l
things whatsoever he shall say
unto you."—Acts 3:22 ; Deut .
18 :15,1 8

In Hebrews 3 :5,6, Moses i s
referred to as being "faithful i n
all his house," and Christ i s
presented as a "Son over hi s
own house, whose house ar e
we ."
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

OUR HOPE IN CHRIST
"If in this life only we have hope in Christ ,

we are of all men most miserable. "
1 Corinthians 15 :19

H
OPE PERTAINS TO that which is not now possessed . Pau l

wrote, "We are saved by hope : but hope that is seen i s
not hope : for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?
But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience
wait for it . " (Rom . 8 :24,25) Our hope in Christ pertain s
chiefly to our new life in the resurrection . It serves as "an
anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast," and "enteret h
into that within the veil ."—Heb. 6 :19

Hope is a combination of desire and expectation . We may
desire certain good things, but if we have no expectation o f
attaining them, we cannot properly hope for them. On the
other hand, one may be convinced that certain undesirabl e
experiences will come into his life, but he does not hope fo r
those experiences, because hope partakes of desire and these
are undesirable . The world today desires many things which
are good and proper, such as lasting peace, health, and life .
But the world has no real assurance that conditions through -
out the earth will be any better tomorrow than they are
today; so the people lack a basis for real hope .

But, as Christians who know the plan of God for huma n
recovery from sin and death, we have a hope for the world .
We know that during the thousand years of Christ ' s kingdom
all the willing and obedient of mankind will be restored t o
human perfection, and that there will be no more sickness ,
pain, or death. We know, upon the authority of the Word of
God, that all who have died are to be awakened from the
sleep of death and are to be given an opportunity of sharin g
the life-aivina blessin gs of Christ's kinadom . We desire these



good things for mankind, and the promises of God assure u s
that they will be realized ; therefore we have a hope for th e
world, a blessed and glorious hope !

"ON THINGS ABOVE "
By nature we desire the good things of the earth just as

does all mankind ; but as followers of Jesus we are ad-
monished to set our " affection on things above," "where
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God . " (Col . 3:1-4) In order
that we might do this, the LORD has given us many preciou s
and revealing promises pertaining to heavenly joys whic h
serve to awaken in us a desire for them . Because we have
faith in those promises and are assured of their fulfillment, we
have a heavenly hope .—Heb. 3 :1 ; 11 : 1

The natural fleshly mind has no desire for heavenly things .
This was true of the disciples prior to the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost . They heard Jesus say to the youn g
ruler that if he would sell all that he had, and give to the
poor, and become his follower, he would have "treasure in
heaven . " Peter suggested to Jesus that insofar as possible
they had complied with these conditions, and asked him ,
"What shall we have therefore? " —Matt . 19:21,2 7

The disciples expected Jesus to establish a powerful gov-
ernment in which they would have a share, and they did no t
understand what he meant by `treasure in heaven ' . One of
those ` treasure s ' will be the honor of joint-heirship with Jesus
in the heavenly phase of the Messianic kingdom, but as ye t
the disciples did not understand this ; so Jesus' reference to
heavenly treasure doubtless seemed vague to them . They
were looking for earthly treasures of honor and authority in a
powerful government which was to rule from "sea to sea, an d
from the river unto the ends of the earth ."—Ps . 72 : 8

Jesus realized the inability of his disciples to understan d
spiritual, or heavenly things, and to set their affection upo n
them . It was much the same with Nicodemus, to whom th e
Master said, "If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? "
T .k,-, q .19



Nevertheless, Jesus did lay the foundation for a later un-
derstanding of spiritual things when the Holy Spirit would
come upon his disciples . On the eve of his crucifixion Jesu s
said to Peter, "Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now ;
but thou shalt follow me afterwards . " Peter had no idea o f
Jesus' meaning, as his question indicates : "Lord, why canno t
I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake ."—
John 13 :36,37

Jesus then explained where he was going, and indicate d
when the disciples would have the privilege of going to th e
same place and being with him . He said to them, "Let not
your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, believe also in me .
In my Father 's house are many mansions : if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you . And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may b e
also ."—John 14 :1-3

To this Jesus added, "Whither I go ye know, and the wa y
ye know. " But Thomas disagreed, saying, "Lord, we know
not whither thou goest ; and how can we know the way? "
(vss . 4,5) No, the disciples at that time were incapable of un-
derstanding the heavenly promises Jesus made to them . But
how different it was after they received the Holy Spirit! The n
Peter wrote, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lor d
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy bat h
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection o f
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible ,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heave n
for you [Margin, or, ' for us ' ], who are kept by the power o f
God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time ."—I Pet . 1 :3-5

WITH HI M

Peter and the other faithful disciples, now knew what
Jesus meant by ' treasure in heaven ' . They knew that one of
those ' treasures' would be the precious privilege of being wit h
Jesus in the heavenly phase of the kingdom . While the y
could not, nor can we, comprehend what a divine being is
1 :1 .,.
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calling reveal sufficient insight into spiritual things to create a
desire for them . And, since the Scriptures give us assuranc e
that we can attain to such a glorious position, we have hope ,
a blessed heavenly hope .—Col . 1 : 5

The hope of being with our Lord Jesus includes the pros-
pect of being like him . John wrote, "Beloved, now are w e
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be :
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him ; for we shall see him as he is ." To this John adds, "An d
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even
as he is pure . " —I John 3 :2, 3

TESTED
Paul wrote, "Rejoicing in hope ; patient in tribulation ; con-

tinuing instant in prayer . " (Rom . 12 :12) Here Paul remind s
us that while we do rejoice in the blessed hope that is se t
before us through the Gospel, the fruition of that hop e
depends upon our being faithful to all the conditions whic h
are attached to it in the Word of God, and this means th e
necessity of being proven, or tested . Thus the necessity o f
being 'patient in tribulation ' .

This is set forth in more detail in Romans 5 :1-5, where
Paul spoke of our rejoicing 'in hope of the glory of God' . We
quote : "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace wit h
God through our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also we hav e
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God . And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also : knowing that tribulation worketh patience ;
and patience, experience ; and experience, hope : and hope
maketh not ashamed ; because the love of God is she d
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto
us .

While Paul asserts in this passage that we rejoice ' in hope
of the glory of God ' , it is not a hope which 'maketh no t
ashamed ' until we have passed through tests of ' tribulation ' ,
and by this means have acquired a degree of patience . But i f
we have passed some of these tests, our hope is bound to b e
more firm . because we will realize more frilly that the TURD



is dealing with us, and that by the Holy Spirit his love is bein g
`shed abroad in our hearts' .

That we should be honored with a knowledge of the divin e
plan, and invited to participate in the ` high calling ' , is an evi-
dence of God's love . If we have responded to the `call' i t
means that God 's love is working in our hearts . We recog-
nize, even as John did, that to be called the "sons of God" i s
indeed a marvelous manifestation of divine love, or "wha t
manner of love," as the apostle stated it .—I John 3 : 1

We also recognize the love of God manifested toward us i n
the various trying experiences of life . "Whom the LOR D
loveth he chasteneth," Paul wrote . (Heb . 12 :6) The chasten-
ings of the LORD are not necessarily designed for punish-
ment, but rather for discipline . They are necessary as a part
of our training, and to test our humility before the LORD, an d
our loyalty to him. Peter wrote, "Humble yourselves there -
fore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you i n
due time . " (I Pet . 5 :6) This is what it means to be ` patient i n
tribulation ' ; and if we are thus patient we will rejoice in a
hope which `maketh not ashamed' .

"ABLE MINISTERS "
In II Corinthians, chapter 3, the Apostle Paul contrasts the

glory associated with the inauguration of the Law Cove-
nant—particularly as it was seen on Moses ' face—with the still
greater glory to be displayed at the inauguration of the New
Covenant . (vs . 8) He explains that we are made " able minis-
ters" of that New Covenant, and will share in that future
resplendent glory . (vs . 6) That our association with the ` glory'
of the New Covenant is still future, is indicated in verse 12 ,
which reads, "Seeing then that we have such hope, we use
great plainness of speech . "

We do not `hope' for that which we already possess . So ,
the fact that we hope to share in the glory of the New Cove-
nant, as its ` able ministers' , means that this covenant is still fu -
ture . Our hope in connection with the New Covenant is on e
aspect of our "hope of glory . " (Col . 1 :27) We not only hope
to hp `ahle ministers' of the New Covenant but we also hone



to be " kings and priests unto God " and to reign with Christ a
thousand years .—Rev . 1 :6; 5 :10; 20 : 6

A REASO N
Our hope which ' maketh not ashamed ' is not the out -

growth of emotion, but is based upon the sure promises of
God . Peter wrote, "Sanctify the LORD God in your hearts :
and be ready always to give an answer to every man tha t
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meeknes s
and fear [Margin, reverence] ." (I Pet . 3 :15) We should kno w
the promises upon which our hope is based, for the promise s
of God are the `reason' for our hope . If the promises of God
have assured our own hearts, then we should be able to give
a 'reason ' for our hope to others .

And that 'reason' of necessity implies faith in the divin e
promises . Paul wrote, "Let us hold fast the profession of ou r
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised .) "
(Heb. 10:23) Yes, 'he is faithful that promised' . We can
depend upon him to fulfill abundantly every precious promise
he has made; and this includes his promises of grace an d
strength to help in every time of need . (Heb. 4:16) Truly we
do have a firm foundation for our faith and hope !

TO THE EN D
Hebrews 3 :6 speaks of Christ being a "Son over his own

house ; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidenc e
and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end ." The hope in
which we rejoice will be translated into reality only if it i s
maintained, or until we have proved our faithfulness eve n
unto death. (Heb. 3 :14) To have a rejoicing hope for a few
months, or years, is not enough . Will our hope mean as
much to us tomorrow, and throughout all the tomorrows, a s
it does today? Only if it does can we expect to maintain ou r
standing in Christ's house of sons, and, in the kingdom, t o
live and reign with him .

Paul enlarges upon this thought, saying, "God is not un-
righteous to forget your work and labour of love, which y e
have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to
the saints and do minister And we desire that P en ; nne of



you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hop e
unto the end : that ye be not slothful, but followers of the m
who through faith and patience inherit the promises . "—Heb .
6 :10-1 2

In this passage Paul associates diligence in the service o f
the LORD with a full assurance of hope . This relationship i s
apparent . As our theme text declares, if in this life only, we
have hope, we are 'of all men most miserable ' . As disciples o f
Christ we have given up those interests in life which in th e
experiences of natural men and women ordinarily contribut e
to human happiness . To those who set their affection o n
things of the earth there is a certain expectation of reward s
and successes, which in a measure compensate for the disap-
pointments of life .

But followers of the Master do not strive for these earthl y
goals . Instead, they set their affections on things above, and
their faithfulness to the LORD often places them in position s
of disadvantage so far as earthly good things are concerned ,
especially if they are faithful in bearing witness to the truth .
Therefore, their hope of eternal future joys with their Lord i n
the kingdom is their great consolation . If they maintain thi s
hope confidently and with rejoicing firm unto the very end o f
the narrow way of sacrifice, they will inherit the promise .

In his letter to the brethren at Thessalonica, Paul speaks o f
the ` patience of hope ' . We quote : " Remembering withou t
ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and ou r
Father ." (I Thess . 1 :3) Faith works, and love labors, if sup -
ported by a patient and rejoicing hope . If, through im-
patience, our hope fades we will lose our zeal for the servic e
of the LORD .

"NEED OF PATIENCE"
To the Hebrew brethren Paul wrote, "Call to remem-

brance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated ,
ye endured a great fight of afflictions, partly, whilst ye were
made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and
partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were s o
',cod For ~,e had cornnassion of me in mu bonds . and took



joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves tha t
ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance . Cast
not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recom-
pence of reward . For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise . For
yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will
not tarry ."—Heb. 10:32-37

Probably most of the LORD 's people can recall the ' former
days' of their early Christian walk and remember the enthu-
siasm of their 'first love' (Rev . 2 :4) for the LORD, for hi s
people, and for his service . Paul indicates that if we do no t
now possess that same zeal it is because we have 'need o f
patience ' . Through full consecration we were made "par -
takers of the heavenly calling," and through the promises o f
God were given a glorious heavenly hope . (Heb. 3 :1) Thi s
was the will of God for us, but to enter into our inheritance
requires more than to make a consecration to do the will o f
God . It calls for the carrying out of that consecration regard -
less of the cost .

Paul reminded the Hebrew brethren that in the beginnin g
of their discipleship they 'took joyfully' the spoiling of their
goods . Some had been locked in 'gazingstocks', while others
were the companions of those so used . These were severe
experiences, and the reason they could endure them was tha t
they knew that 'in heaven' they had 'a better and endurin g
substance' .—I Pet . 1 : 4

The fruition of our hope is directly associated with th e
return and second presence of Christ . Paul wrote, "Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the grea t
God and our Savior Jesus Christ ." (Titus 2 :13) Throughou t
the age the patient waiting for the Lord's return has tested
the faith of all the LORD's true people. Paul wrote, "Yet a lit-
tle while, and he that shall come will come, and will no t
tarry ." (Heb. 10 :37) Actually that 'little while' turned out to
be more than eighteen hundred years .

But now he that was to come has come, yet the patienc e
of the consecrated is still being tested . There has been no
delay in the outworkinq of the divine plan, although from the



standpoint of our understanding of the time for the gloriou s
appearance of Christ, and the establishment of his kingdom ,
the "vision" has seemed to tarry, although not actually so . —
Hab. 2 :3,4

James also associates the test of our patience with our
waiting for the outworking of the divine plan in connectio n
with the return of Christ . We quote : "Be patient therefore ,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord . Behold, the hus-
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath
long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain .
Be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts : for the comin g
[Greek, parousia, presence] of the Lord draweth nigh . "
(James 5 :7,8) Even though our Lord is now present, we
need patience, and we still need to have our hearts estab-
lished, else we will become weary in well-doing, and will fai l
to reap the fruition of our blessed hope .

May we continue to set our affection on things above, and
with full faith in God's promises, continue to rejoice in the
hope that is held out to us! We know that our loving Heav-
enly Father has made every necessary provision whereby we
may attain the prize of the high calling . He has given us his
Word for our comfort, strength, and guidance . We have bee n
provided with "the whole armour of God" (Eph . 6 :13) to pro-
tect us against our enemies—the world, the flesh, and th e
Devil—so we know that no evil can befall us as New Crea-
tures in Christ Jesus .

True, we will have trials and tribulations . So did Jesus .
They crucified him, but he was not harmed as a New Crea-
ture . And Peter wrote of us, "Who is he that will harm you ,
if ye be followers of that which is good?" (I Pet . 3 :13) Our tri-
als might well make us miserable were it not for our blesse d
hope . But with that hope of attaining the unseen thing s
above, it matters little what may happen to us in the flesh ; fo r
nothing will really harm us as New Creatures . How blessed is
our hope, and how it enables us to rejoice in the LORD as we
press on toward our inheritance which is eternal in the heav-
ens!
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

THE CHURCH
"Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 1 will build my church;

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it . "
Matthew 16:18

THERE ARE MANY churches, bearing a great variety o f
names, and holding to many shades of belief with re-

spect to the teachings of Jesus and his apostles . When we
consider these differences of viewpoint it is not out of order ,
we think, to inquire as to what the church really is, and wha t
the divine purpose is concerning it . Is there any way of know-
ing which is the true church, or do all the denominationa l
groups together make up the true church ?

The word church does not appear in the Old Testament ,
and its first use in the New Testament was by Jesus when h e
told Peter that the ` gates of hell ' would not prevail against it .
(Matt . 16:18) It is a translation of the Greek word ekklesta ,
which means 'a calling out', or a selection . Jesus said to hi s
disciples, "I have chosen you out of the world ." (John 15:19)
Basically, then, the church is a company of people who, i n
accepting the invitation of Christ, have become separate d
from the world .

The church is not a building, although the word church i s
used to denote the place where a congregation meets . If the
expression ` meeting house ' were more universally used to de -
scribe the gathering place of a congregation, it might help t o
lessen some of the misunderstanding which prevails concern-
ing the true significance of the word church itself .

In Jesus' ministry he used the word church only three
times; once was in his remark to Peter ; and twice on another
occasion when instructing his disciples in the proper proce-
dure for dealing with misunderstandings which might aris e
among them . (Matt . 18:17) The next time the word appears



is in Acts 2 :47, following the account of the three thousan d
souls who accepted Christ as a result of Peter's sermon o n
the Day of Pentecost . It is a simple statement, saying merely
that "the LORD added to the church daily such as should b e
saved . "

In this simple statement of fact there is room for reflection .
On the Day of Pentecost alone, three thousand became iden-
tified with the ` church' , and thereafter there were ` daily ' addi-
tional converts, yet there is no record of any formal initiation
services . All of these converts were Jewish people, an d
when, under the persuasive ministry of the apostle, they rec-
ognized that Jesus, whom their leaders had crucified, was in-
deed the Messiah of promise, they believed on him, an d
were baptized .

It was as simple as that! Later, as the number of disciple s
increased, and they assembled in mutual edification, thes e
groups of people were called churches . In Acts 11 :22 we
read of "the church which was in Jerusalem ." In Romans
16 :5, Paul extends greetings to "the church that is in thei r
house"—that is, the house of Priscilla and Aquila .

From these texts we get the thought that in those earl y
days of Christianity, each group of believers, regardless of its
size and location, was considered a church . And indeed, i t

was a church, because each such assembly of believers was
made up of those who, by the Gospel, had been called to
separate themselves from the world and to follow in the foot -
steps of Jesus .

These individual groups bore no denominational names ,
but were identified by their location, being spoken of as th e
church at Jerusalem, the church at Philippi, the church a t
Rome, or, as in some instances, the church that held it s
meetings in the home of one or another of the believers .

In Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, seven churches are men-
tioned and identified by the cities in which they were located ,
and special messages sent to them . There is reason to believ e
that these seven churches are, in a general way, representa-
tive of all believers throughout the entire age, which i s
another, broader use of the word church, as descriptive of all



in every place whom the Lord looks upon as being ` called
out' from the world to serve him and his cause .

Jesus had in mind this broader, more general meaning o f
the word when he said to Peter that the `gates of hell' woul d
not prevail against the church . It is this application also tha t
Paul makes when, in Ephesians 1 :22,23, he speaks of Chris t
as being the "Head over all things to the church, which is hi s
body . " It is in this wise that Paul again writes about the
"church of the living God, the pillar and ground of th e
truth ."—I Tim . 3 :15

In I Corinthians 12 :12,13, Paul elaborates on the thought
of the church being the `body' of Christ . He says, "As th e
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members
of that one body, being many, are one body : so also i s
Christ . For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body ,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond o r
free ; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit . "

HOW TO JOI N

How does one join the church—the church, that is, whic h
was established by Jesus and the apostles? Acts 2 :47 reads
that "the Lord added to the church daily such as should b e
saved ." This indicates that becoming a member of the Lord' s
church depends upon him . This, we believe, would be con -
ceded by all Christian people . But just how does the Lor d
add members to his church, and what qualifications must one
possess in order to be recognized by the Lord as belonging to
his church ?

Briefly, the Scriptures indicate the steps of approach to th e
church as being, first, a repentant recognition of the fact tha t
we are members of a sin-cursed and dying race, and could ,
therefore, have no standing before the LORD in our ow n
righteousness . (Mark 2:17; Acts 26 :20) Next, the acceptance
of Jesus Christ as our personal Redeemer and Savior, realiz-
ing that only through the merit of his shed blood can we be
acceptable to God .—Acts 13 :38,39; 16 :31; Rom. 3 :22; 5 : 1

Then, upon the basis of our confidence in the merit of the
shed blood of the Redeemer, we are invited to present our-



selves in unreserved devotion to do the will of God . We
could speak of this as making a consecration of ourselves t o
God . And let us emphasize that this consecration is made t o
God, not to man, nor to an organization of men .—Rom .
12:1,2

The Bible is very explicit as to what this consecration wil l
mean in our lives . Jesus said, "If any man will come after m e
[be my disciple], let him deny himself, and take up his cross ,
and follow me . " (Matt . 16 :24) To deny self does not mea n
merely the giving up of some petty pleasure or satisfaction fo r
a short period of time, or even for all time . It is, rather, jus t
as the expression implies, a complete denial of self . It is the
same word that is used concerning Peter's denial of Christ —
when he said that he did not know Jesus at all . So to deny
self is to deny ourselves the right to recognize our own wills ,
and accept instead the will of God as expressed throug h
Christ and the Word .

And what is the divine will for those who, responding t o
Jesus ' invitation, deny self? It is expressed in his further in-
vitation, "Take up the cross, and follow me . " (Mark 10 :21 )
Jesus used the symbolism of cross-bearing to denote goin g
into death. When Jesus gave this invitation, he was himsel f
laying down his life in sacrifice . His sacrifice was completed a t
Calvary when he cried, "It is finished ."—John 19 :30

Those who accept Christ's invitation to take up their cros s
and follow him, likewise lay down their lives in sacrificial ser-
vice . They are not all literally crucified, although in the begin-
ning of the age some were . Many suffered martyrdom in
other ways. In the case of every follower of the Master, the
will to serve and to suffer regardless of the consequence s
must and will be present .

This following in the footsteps of Jesus is described by Pau l
as being "planted together in the likeness of his death . "
(Rom . 6 :5) Before we came to Christ we were "dead in tres-
passes and sin ." (Eph. 2 :1) But through obedient faith in th e
merit of his shed blood we are released from Adamic con-
demnation . Yet we die; not as sinners, however, but as joint -
sacrificers with Jesus . Paul expressed the thought when he



wrote, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies o f
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable to God, your reasonable service . " —Rom. 12 : 1

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

In Romans 6 :3, Paul wrote, "Know ye not, that so man y
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into hi s
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life ." The baptism here referred to is not in water, but into
Christ, and into his death .

The word baptism in the New Testament is translated fro m
a Greek word meaning ' to bury ' or ' submerge ' . Our baptism
into Christ is the burial of our will into his will . It is a death
baptism because it is the divine will that we die with him .

In Revelation 20 :4 this thought is symbolized by the use o f

the word 'beheaded' . Here we read of those who are "be -
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God . "
This does not refer to a literal beheading, but to the renoun-
cing of our will, as represented by the head, and acceptin g
Christ as our Head .

Paul elaborates further on this point, saying, "By on e
Spirit are we all baptized into one body . " (I Cor . 12 :13) It i s
by the influence of the Holy Spirit, through the Word o f
truth, that we are drawn to the LORD, and led by his love to
present ourselves in full consecration to him . Since this con-
secration means the renouncing of our own wills and accept-
ing the will of God in Christ, the Lord thus becomes our
Head, and we become members of the church which is hi s

body .

Thus we see how it is that God, by the power of his Spirit ,

adds members to the church of Christ . Our part in it as indi-
viduals is merely to yield to the influence of his Spirit, an d
take the steps which the divine Word indicates ; that is, the
steps of repentance, acceptance of Christ, and the presenting
of ourselves in full consecration to do God's will .
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'ontinued from Pape 31)

Can we know, after taking these steps ,
whether or not the LORD has accepted us, and does actually
recognize us as probationary members of the church, the
body of Christ? We believe so .

Paul said, in a text already quoted, that having bee n

"buried with him by baptism into death : that like as Chris t
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, eve n

so we also should walk in newness of life . " (Rom . 6 :4) Are
we joyfully walking in `newness of life ' ?

Paul also wrote, "If any man be in Christ, he is a Ne w
Creature; old things are passed away ; behold, all things are
become new ." (II Cor . 5:17) Have the `old things' belongin g

to the ` times past of our live s ' passed away, in the sense that
they hold no real attraction for us? Do we find our greates t
joys in the `new' things of the LORD—our new vocation o f
divine service—our new hopes, new aims, new ambitions ?

Having taken this step of full consecration to the LORD ,
our former friends and relatives may fail to understand us ; in
some cases they may even persecute us . But in any event ,

they will not find in us the same degree of companionship ,
for they will not be in harmony with our new way of life . Not

that we will love them any less, nor cease to do all we can fo r
them, but simply that the ways of the world and the ways o f
the consecrated people of God are far apart . Are we having

this experience?

Paul again wrote, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard ,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things whic h
God hath prepared for them that love him ." Then he adds ,
" But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit : for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God ."—
I Cor . 2 :9,10

Is the LORD leading us day by day into a deeper appreci-
ation of the marvelous truths contained in his Word? Are th e
` deep things' of his Word pertaining to our calling in Chris t
Jesus more clearly understood as we seek to know and to d o
his will? If so, we have this additional evidence that he ha s
~~~Dnrorl c and is I paclinn tic in the nath of ri g hteousness



Jesus himself gives us a very definite assurance of ou r
standing before the LORD . First he declares that no man can
come unto him unless drawn by his Heavenly Father . (John
6 :44) Then he tells us that those who do come to him h e
"will in no wise cast out . " (vs . 37) What further assurance do
we need than this ?

Yes, our rejoicing in the spiritual things of the new way o f
life in which we are walking ; our loss of interest in the forme r
things of the flesh and of the world ; a measure of misunder-
standing, and perhaps even of persecution, from the world ;
our increasing appreciation of spiritual things, particularly a s
they pertain to our heavenly calling—all these are evidence s
that our consecration has been accepted by the LORD, and
that we have actually been `baptized ' into the church, th e
body of Christ .

WATER BAPTISM

The question of water baptism naturally arises, and prop-
erly so, for Jesus himself was baptized—buried—in water ,
and we are to follow in his steps . What is the purpose o f
water baptism? John the Baptist baptized for repentance . He
could not understand why Jesus requested baptism, for h e
knew that Jesus was not a sinner, but rather, that he was th e
holy and just one .

John's baptism applied only to members of the Jewish na-
tion and it symbolized their return to the covenant with the
LORD under which God was dealing with the entire nation —
the covenant made at Mount Sinai . Even the Jews who ac-
cepted Christ needed this baptism in order to be transferred ,
as it were, from Moses into Christ .

But Jesus was not baptized for the repentance of sin . In
asking John to baptize him he simply said, "Suffer it to be s o
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness . "
(Matt . 3:15) It is Jesus ' example that we follow in our wate r
baptism . To him it was a symbol of his covenant to die, an d
of his hope to be raised from the dead .

And how aptly water immersion pictures these tw o
thoughts! When one is lowered into the water hu the immer-



ser he becomes helpless in his hands, and would remai n
buried, as in death, except as raised up out of the water . So ,
in our consecration we give ourselves up to die with Christ ,
inspired by the promises of God that we will be raised up in
the resurrection, even as Jesus was, to be associated wit h
him in the great future work of his kingdom .

Water baptism, then, is a beautiful symbol of our true bap -
tism into Christ . Is it essential? Not in the sense that it is a
saving ordinance . But since those who are properly eligibl e
for water immersion have renounced their own wills, an d
have covenanted to do the LORD 's will, they will recognize
that this is part of the LORD's will for them, and will gladly
comply . Any other attitude would indicate something less
than an all-consuming love for the will of God .

CHURCH ORGANIZATIO N
The Scriptures do not indicate that the various local group s

of 'called out' ones in those early years of Christianity had
any elaborate organizational arrangements, nor does th e
Bible teach that this was God's design for the church as a
whole . However, the disciples at that time were not withou t

some organization . Their meetings were not without order ,
and various privileges of service were assigned to differen t

ones according to their several abilities .

In the Early Church organization Jesus was universally rec-
ognized as the Head . This was in keeping with Jesus ' own in-
structions to his disciples, when he said, "One is your Master ,
even Christ; and all ye are brethren . " (Matt . 23 :8) Pau l
wrote, "Christ is the Head of the church : and he is the Savio r

of the body." (Eph . 5 :23) In I Corinthians 11 :3 he presents
the same thought, saying that "the Head of every man i s
Christ ; . . . and the Head of Christ is God . "

Jesus is not only the Head of his church—he is also it s
foundation . "Other foundation can no man lay," wrote Paul ,
"than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ." (I Cor. 3 :11) The
church is also referred to as "the household of God" (Eph .
2 . 19 2(11 and is declarer] to be "built upon the foundation of



the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being th e
chief corner stone . "

The Apostle Peter wrote, "Wherefore also it is containe d
in the scripture, Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner stone ,
elect, precious : and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded . " (I Pet . 2 :6) Peter's affirmation that Jesus is the
` chief corner stone ' in Zion, the church, is specially notewor-
thy in view of the misunderstanding which has been attache d
to Jesus' statement, "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church ."—Matt . 16 :18

This assertion has been misconstrued to mean that Pete r
was to be the `rock' upon which the church of Christ woul d
be built . But this interpretation is at once seen to be in erro r
when we discover that Jesus used two different Greek words
in making the statement. When he said, "Thou art Peter, "
the Greek word translated Peter is petros, meaning a `piece
of rock ' . But when he said, " Upon this rock I will build m y
church, " he used the Greek word Petra, meaning a `mass of
rock ' , a boulder, as it were .

Peter had just said to Jesus, "Thou art the Christ, the So n
of the living God ." (Matt . 16 :16) Jesus was pleased with this
confession . We might paraphrase his reply to Peter in orde r
to get its meaning a little clearer : "Peter, your name mean s
that you are a small piece of rock—a pebble, as it were—but
by comparison with the meaning of your name, the great fact
of my Messiahship, and that I am the Son of God, is as a
great mass of rock—a great boulder—and the church will be
built upon me as its foundation . "

TWELVE APOSTLES
In the divine arrangement the entire church, from Pen-

tecost to the end of the age, was to be served by twelve
apostles appointed by God . It was in keeping with this that
Jesus chose just twelve men to be associated with him durin g
his ministry in order that they might receive personal trainin g
from him . These were Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip ,
Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the son of Al-
nhaPlic TharlrlaP„c Simnn and .iilrlac —Matt 1(1 . 2-4



Judas, as we know, proved unfaithful, and the Scripture s
indicate that Paul was chosen by the LORD to take his place .
Acts 1 :23-26 informs us of an effort by the remaining eleve n

to make a choice of one to take Judas' place . They decide d
upon Matthias . However, this action was taken before they
received the Holy Spirit, and there is no evidence that the
LORD honored their choice . Matthias ' name does not appear

after this .

The word apostle simply means ` one who is sent' , or a

`delegate ' , ` an ambassador' of the Gospel . From this broa d
standpoint every Christian is an apostle, for we are all ambas-
sadors of Christ . In fact, the word is used in the Bible with

reference to others than the Twelve . But this does not mean
that they occupied the same high position of authority in th e
church as that given by divine appointment to those speciall y

chosen by the LORD .

In John 17 :12 Jesus refers to these divine appointees a s
those whom his Heavenly Father had given him . These spe-
cial apostles did not select each other for the position, so the y
had no authority to select Matthias to take the place of Judas .

Just as the LORD had selected the others, so in his own tim e
and way he selected Paul and gave him authority as one of

the Twelve .

The twelve apostles were more than just preachers of th e

Gospel . They were miraculously inspired by the Holy Spiri t
which enabled them to speak and write the truths of the Gos -
pel with authority and accuracy . Their word was, and is, la w
to every Christian . It is because of this authoritative positio n
which they occupy in the organization of the church that the

completed church—likened to a `city ' —is shown to have
twelve foundation stones and in these stones are written th e

names of "the twelve apostles of the Lamb."—Rev . 21 :14

OTHER SERVANT S
In Ephesians 4 :11, the Apostle Paul informs us that th e

LORD provided for other servants in the church ; that, in ad-
dition to apostles, he arranged for prophets, evangelists, pas -

,f the O1 .1 ToctamPnt writers



as God's "holy prophets ." (II Pet . 3 :2) These wrote as the y
were moved by the Holy Spirit, so the Christian takes thei r
word, even as that of the apostles, as authoritative . (II Pet .
1 :21) But when Paul speaks of 'prophets' as servants in th e
church he uses the term in a much broader sense, applying i t
to public expounders of the Gospel .

These prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers are al l
essential servants in the church, but not inspired as were the
twelve apostles . Nor are they appointed in the same miracu-
lous way as were the apostles . Paul instructed Titus to "or-
dain" elders in every city .—Titus 1 : 5

The expression in the New Testament, 'laying on of hands '
is, according to the Greek text, more properly the stretchin g
forth of the hand, as in voting . The clear implication is that b y
apostolic authority, the lesser servants of the church were to
be appointed, or elected, by the congregation which the y
were to serve .

The scriptural term ' elder ' applies generally to all who
serve the church along spiritual lines . A pastor, a teacher, an
evangelist, or a 'prophet', would come under the general
designation of 'elder' . The Greek word presbuteros, from
which it is translated, signifies one who is 'mature' . In the
church it would describe one who is recognized as bein g
sound in the faith and spiritually mature in experience .

The word 'bishop' is also used in the New Testament, and
applied to servants elected by the church . The Greek word
episkopos, from which it is translated means 'superintendent'
or 'overseer' . All elders are properly, according to oppor-
tunity and ability, overseers in the church ; for it is their duty
to watch over the flock of God and care for their needs, par-
ticularly along spiritual lines .

The word 'deacon ' appears a few times in connection with
the arrangements of the Early Church . It is a translation of a
Greek word, dtakonos, which means to 'run errands', o r
'give assistance' . The indications are that deacons were ap-
pointed to help with the material arrangements of the church .
The first of these to be appointed were in the church at Jeru-
salem See Ark 6 . 2-4



The scriptural qualifications for those who can properly b e
elected by a congregation to serve as elders, or `bishops', an d
deacons, are set forth by Paul in 1 Timothy 3 :1-13 . In these

qualifications the expression "apt to teach " implies a proper
understanding of the truth of the divine plan as taught in the

Bible . Any group of consecrated brethren, large or small ,
which has brethren who meet these qualifications, ar e
authorized by the Scriptures to elect them to these services .
When this is done, these appointments are recognized by the

LORD .

The Scriptures make it clear that no group of Christian s
needs to look to a parent church for authority to elect ser-
vants, hold meetings, and carry on the work of the LORD in

its community . Nor do congregations need to be large i n
order to exercise their liberty along these lines . The Biblica l
record is that many of the churches, or groups of Christians ,
in apostolic times were organized in the homes of believers ,

and held their regular meetings in these homes . The same
thing is being done today . And now, as in the past, th e
LORD is richly blessing those who find others with whom the y
can cooperate as a group—or, within the Scriptural meaning ,

a church . These can elect their own servants by the simpl e

method of stretching forth the hand . No membership roll i s
needed, nor is such authorized by the Scriptures .

There is not much in the Bible to indicate the nature of th e
meetings held by the various groups in the Early Church .
Certainly the apostles, and others, on occasions, gave dis-

courses. But profitable meetings can be held even thoug h
there may be no one qualified to preach a sermon . Meetings
for Bible study in which . all present have an opportunity to

express their thoughts are very helpful . An elder, if one has
been elected, should serve to keep the study orderly . Prayer
and testimony meetings are also spiritually profitable to those

who are seriously endeavoring to know and do God's will .

The Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford ,
New Jersey, will gladly render any assistance possible t o

„oo,a hohr) ;n octahlichinrt meetin gs of this



sort . We may even know of others in your area who woul d
rejoice to participate in such an arrangement .

THE MISSION OF THE CHURC H
The present mission of the church is the perfecting of the

saints for a future work of service ; to develop in herself the
graces of Christian character; and to be God 's witness to the
world concerning Christ's kingdom of blessing now so near .
And there is also a glorious future work for which the churc h
is now being prepared !

Jesus said to Peter, " Upon this rock I will build m y
church . " (Matt . 16 :18) That which is ` built ' in due time
reaches completion . It is not God 's design that the 'building '
of the church shall go on forever . It is not a case of all wh o
will ever obtain salvation through Christ becoming member s
of the church. The very meaning of the words 'a calling out'
is contrary to this concept of God's purpose through th e
church. The church is called out from the world . It is not
God 's plan to bring the world into the church .

"Thou art the Christ," Peter testified, "the Son of the livin g
God ." This expression identified Jesus with the Messiani c
promises of the Old Testament, and indicates that Peter prop-
erly recognized in Jesus the one whom God had sent to fulfil l
those promises . In order to see clearly the full divine purpose
through the church, it is essential to keep in mind the Ol d
Testament promises concerning Christ : for the church is
called out from the world to be associated with him in the ful-
fillment of those promises . God said to Abraham, "In thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed ." (Gen .
22 :18) In Galatians 3 :16 Paul informs us that this ` seed ' of
promise is Christ . But Paul gives us additional informatio n
concerning the seed of promise . In verses 27 and 29 we
read, "As many of you as have been baptized into Chris t
have put on Christ . . . . and if ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise ." Here is
unmistakable proof that those who, through full consecratio n
to do God's will, become members of the church which is the
body of Christ, are part of the promised `seed' through whic h
all the familiPc of the earth Grp to ho hlocco,l



This means that instead of the fullness of God's purpos e

toward the children of men being represented in the estab-
lishing of the church, it is only the beginning of his plan t o

bless mankind . In James 1 :18 we are told that the church i s

a "kind of firstfruits" of God's creatures . This expression i s

also used in Revelation 14 :4, and applied to those who are

associated with the "Lamb " on the symbolic Mount Zion .

In the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul pointed out ver y
clearly that the hope of life for both the church and the worl d
depends upon the resurrection of the dead. If there be no

resurrection of the dead, he argued, "then they also whic h

are fallen asleep in Christ are perished . " (vs . 18) But he gav e
us assurance of the resurrection, saying, "As in Adam all die ,

even so in Christ shall all be made alive ."—vs . 2 2

Then Paul shows that there is to be a definite order, o r

sequence, in the resurrection . "Every man in his own order :

Christ the firstfruits ; afterward they that are Christ 's at hi s

coming . " (I Cor . 15:23) The `firstfruits ' referred to are th e

church. A more proper translation of the Greek text woul d

be, "Afterward, they [every man not part of the church, i n

their own order], who become Christ ' s during his presence . "

The faulty translation makes it difficult to know about who m

Paul is speaking . This is a reference to the thousand years of
his kingdom when Christ and his church will reign for the

purpose of destroying sin and death, and giving all an oppor-
tunity to accept the gift of life provided by his shed blood .

Paul ' s further statement immediately following is clear :

"Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up

the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he shall have

put down all rule and all authority and power . For he mus t

reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet . The las t

enemy that shall be destroyed is death . " (vss . 24-26) Yes .

this is the great, the ultimate, purpose of God to be accom-
plished through Christ and the church—the `afterward' bless-
ing to reach all mankind when the building of the church shal l
~	 h
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HEAVENLY AND EARTHL Y
In his lesson on the resurrection Paul reveals that some are

to receive heavenly bodies, and some human, or earthl y
bodies—the determining factor in each case being the sort o f
'seed' or 'bare grain' that is sown . (vss . 37,38) The "it" or
"bare grain" to which Paul refers is simply the personality, th e
sum total of a person's lifetime thoughts, his character .

Those who are fully consecrated to do God 's will, and are
buried with Christ in sacrificial death, will be given a celestial ,
or a heavenly body upon their resurrection . This depends
upon their walking in "newness of life " (Rom . 6 :4) through -
out the remaining years of their natural life . They are pre -
pared to do this . During their earthly pilgrimage the y
continue to "set their affection on things above" (Col . 3 :2) ;
their hopes are heavenly ; through faith they are seate d
together with Christ " in heavenly places " (Eph. 1:3) ; so, in
the flesh, they ' sow' spiritual characters . In the resurrection ,
these receive a heavenly reward .

However, the vast majority of people are not interested i n
spiritual things . This does not mean that they are necessaril y
wicked . Most of them are not . They love the good things o f
the earth because they were created human, earthly beings ,
and God does not condemn them for not aspiring to heav-
enly things . It is in the very nature of things that these, in
death, 'sow' an earthly character, and as a result will b e
raised from the dead as human beings .

But speaking of ' the ' resurrection of the church—describe d
in Revelation 20:6 as the " first resurrection"—Paul explained ,
" It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in incorruption : it is sown
in dishonor; it is raised in glory : it is sown in weakness ; it i s
raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiri-
tual body ."—I Cor . 15 :42-44

To this Paul added, "There is a natural body, and there i s
a spiritual body ." (vs . 44) In other words, he would have u s
understand that in describing the change of nature to be
experienced by those who participate in the first resurrection ,
hp i¢ nn+ imnlninn +F~a+
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from the dead, for all mankind are to be resurrected, onl y
they are to receive natural, human bodies .

Paul continues his lesson, saying, "The first man is of the
earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven . As is
the earthy [those who die with human hopes and desires] ,
such are they also that are earthy [in the resurrection] : and as
is the heavenly [those who now set their affection on heav-
enly things], such are they also that are heavenly [in th e
resurrection ] . "—vss . 47,48

Paul concluded this lesson on the resurrection, saying ,
"This corruptible must put on incorruption, and this morta l
must put on immortality . So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor-
tality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written ,
Death is swallowed up in victory . 0 death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory? "—vss. 53-55

Thus, in a few words, Paul presents both the hope of the
church and the hope of the world . The resurrection hope o f
the church is "glory, honor, and immortality . " (Rom. 2:7) No
human being possesses immortality by nature . It is a reward
given to those who faithfully follow in the footsteps of Chris t

unto death. In Revelation 2 :10 we read, "Be thou faithfu l
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life . "

The call and preparation of these for the fruition of thi s
glorious hope in the ' first resurrection ' has been the work of
God through the Holy Spirit during the present age . But Paul
explains that when this is accomplished, and the last membe r
of the ' body ' of Christ has entered into glory, then will be the
time for the fulfillment of those glorious promises of the Ol d
Testament concerning the destruction of death : "0 death ,
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?"—I Cor .

15 :55; Hos. 13:14 ; Isa . 25 : 8

Here Paul, in quoting from Isaiah and Hosea, assures u s
of the divine purpose to destroy man's great enemy, Death ,
and the grave—or 'sheol' as the Hebrew word is in the Ol d
Testament—and 'hades' as the Greek word is in the Ne w
Testament—the words translated 'hell' . It was this same glor -
;n„c rnncnmmatinn of the divine nuroose toward the human



race to which Jesus referred when he said that the `gates o f
hell' would not prevail against the church .—See Theme text .

What a wonderful assurance! Throughout the reign of si n
and death, `hell', which is the grave or tomb, has continued to
claim its victims. But in Revelation 1 :18 Jesus tells us that he
has the "keys" of hell . He purchased these keys—that is, the
right to unlock hell's gates—by his own death as nan's Re-
deemer . When his church is completely `built', she will b e
associated with him in bestowing the promised blessings of lif e
upon all mankind .

The fact that meanwhile so many millions continue to g o
into death, into the Bible hell, will not deprive them of thes e
blessings. The gates of hell did not `prevail' against Christ, and
they will not prevail against his church ; for by divine power
they will be swung wide open ; all Death 's prisoners released !

This, then, is to be the future work of the church . An d
what a glorious work it will be! What an incentive it should be
now to prove faithful to the LORD . Perhaps you are just
learning of this glorious purpose of God through Christ an d
the church . If this knowledge has reached you prior to be-
coming a Christian, we suggest that you consider well th e
steps of repentance, belief, and consecration as we hav e
Scripturally outlined them; and trusting in the strength of th e
LORD, and in appreciation of his abundant grace, devot e
yourself to him and to his cause .

There is no greater peace or joy that anyone can experi-
ence than that which results from being at one with th e
LORD, . and in living a life of full devotion to him . There are
trials, yes. But as Paul reminds us, these are in reality "ligh t
afflictions " lasting but for a "moment " when compared with
the eternal "weight" of glory which the LORD has prom-
ised .—II Cor. 4:17,18

It is surely a blessed privilege to be among the `called out '
ones, the church, at the present time ; for surely the LORD i s
blessing his people, especially in revealing to them th e
beauties of his plan of salvation . And how thankful we are
that through Christ and his church the whole world is yet t o
have an opportunity to rejoice in the blessings the LORD has



designed for them—blessings of restitution, as Peter de -
scribed them, "which God hath spoken by the mouth of al l
his holy prophets since the world began ."—Acts 3 :19-2 1

In view of God's harmonious and loving plan of salvation
for both the church and the world, through which some o f
the beauties have already been revealed to us in his Word ,
we can well understand and echo the great Apostle Paul' s
feelings when he wrote : "0 the depth of the riches both o f
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are hi s
judgments, and his ways past finding out [completely)! Fo r
who hath known the mind of the LORD? or who hath bee n
his counsellor? Or who bath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him ,
and to him, are all things : to whom be glory for ever .
Amen"!—Rom . 11 :33-36
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

THE SEED SERIES, PART 3—II Samuel 7 :4-29

THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID

THROUGH THE PROPHET Ezekiel, the LORD said to Zed-
ekiah, the last king of Judah, who in B .C . 606 was

dethroned by Nebuchadnezzar and taken captive to Babylon ,
"Remove the diadem, and take off the crown : this shall no t
be the same : exalt him that is low, and abase him that i s
high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it : and it shall be n o
more, until he come whose right it is ; and I will give it him . "
—Ezek . 21 :26,27

Thus ended a long series of divinely overruled event s
which had begun many centuries before, specifically wit h
King David of Israel, but in a related sense, many centurie s
prior even to David ' s time . These events were related to th e
fulfillment of God 's promises, the first of which was made in
the Garden of Eden, when God foretold the coming of a
` seed ' that would bruise the ` serpent 's head ' . This was a n
assurance that evil, under the leadership of Satan, would ulti -
mately be destroyed by one whom God would authorize an d
empower for the purpose . It was to this one that God re-
ferred in his promise to Abraham that through his "seed " al l
the families of the earth would be blessed .—Gen . 12 :1-3 ;
22 :18

In the second generation from Abraham, the vital aspect
of this promise was narrowed down to the descendants of
Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob, who himself was th e
grandson of Abraham . In bestowing his parental blessin g
upon his sons, Jacob prophesied, "The sceptre shall no t
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet ,
until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of th e
neonle be ."—Gen . 49:10



At the time this prophecy was uttered, the descendants o f
Abraham were dwelling in Egypt, and were subject to th e
Egyptian government. They had no ruler of their own, nor
had they ever been an organized nation having their own
government . God 's promise to Abraham stated that throug h
his seed all the families of the earth would be blessed, an d
that his seed would possess the gate of his enemies . Just how
this promise was to be fulfilled was not revealed .

But as time went on, and promises relating to the see d
continued to be made, bits of additional information were
given . An example of this is Jacob's prophecy, which refers
to the seed under the name, or title, Shiloh, meaning 'peace-
ful one ' . And notice the further language of the prophecy :
" The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, -nor a lawgive r
from between his feet ." This is suggestive of some sort o f
government which would administer law under a divine man -
date .

In the preceding verse of this prophecy Judah is referre d
to as a "couched" lion . In Egypt, at the time, a couched lio n
was the symbol of the regal right of the pharaohs to rule ; so
in this also we have the suggestion that in some way, and a t
some time the promise to bless all the families of the eart h
would be fulfilled through the agencies of a government over
which the `seed' in this prophecy—Shiloh—would be th e
head .

Later God appointed Moses to deliver his people fro m
Egypt . He also became their lawgiver . While Moses lived he
was the recognized head of the nation, but Moses himsel f
knew that he was not the seed of promise . Through Moses
the LORD said of the Israelites, "I will raise them up a
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and wil l
put my words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto them al l
that I shall command him . "—Deut . 18:18

In this we have another promise of the coming seed, re-
ferred to as a great prophet . There is an interesting aspect t o
this promise, which is that the promised Prophet was not t o
be raised up to the generation of Israelites which Mose s
served. but from "among their brethren" of a later genera-



tion . This implies that the Israelites whom Moses led out o f
Egypt will be raised from the dead, that they might be amon g
all the families of the earth then to be blessed by the seed .

Following the death of Moses, Joshua became the leader

of Israel . Following him, they crossed over Jordan into th e
Promised Land . Under his direction the land was divide d
among the twelve tribes . Following Joshua's death came the
period of the judges when the nation had no central govern-
ment of any kind . Samuel was the last of Israel's judges dur-
ing this period .

Toward the close of Samuel's tenure of office as a judge ,
the Israelites petitioned him to appoint a king to rule ove r

them . God instructed Samuel to comply with the people' s
wishes, and Saul was anointed to be Israel's first king . Sau l
started well, but became disobedient to the LORD and wa s
rejected, although he was allowed to reign until he died .

KING DAVI D

David, a shepherd boy of Bethlehem, the son of Jesse ,
was anointed to succeed Saul as king of Israel . In God's deal-
ings with David, and his promises to him, the `seed' theme o f
the Scriptures comes to the fore again, and further emphasi s
is given to the fact that it was to be through a powerful king-
dom, or government, that the seed would bless all the
families of the earth . Indeed, the LORD used the kingdom o f
Israel, over which David and his successors ruled, to foresha-
dow a greater future kingdom over which the promised seed ,
the Shiloh of Jacob 's prophecy, would reign .

David had fleshly weaknesses, but at heart he was loyal to
the LORD . Because of this the LORD referred to him as a

man after his own heart . (I Sam . 13:14; Acts 13 :22) David's
reverence for the LORD, and his great desire to honor an d
please him, gave him motivation to build a house, or templ e

for the LORD. He told the Prophet Nathan of his intent, an d
Nathan approved .

But the LORD overruled in this, and instructed Nathan t o
inform David that he would not be permitted to carry out hi s
nroiect . David . of course, was greatly disappointed, but the



LORD gave him a compensating blessing in the form of a spe-
cial promise, or covenant, that the kingdom would be con-
tinued in his ` house ' , or lineage, forever . The covenant a s
outlined by the LORD, reads :

When thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom . He shal l
build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne o f
his kingdom for ever . I will be his father, and he shall be m y
son . If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod o f
men, and with the stripes of the children of men : but my
mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul ,
whom I put away before thee . And thine house and thy king-
dom shall be established for ever before thee : thy throne shall

be established for ever . " —II Sam . 7 :12-16

This is an unusual covenant . David 's son, Solomon, i s
typically referred to in it, and the promise made that h e
would build a house for the LORD—a temple—which he did .
There is also a hint of Solomon 's later iniquity, with assur-
ance that the LORD would show mercy and would not wrest

the kingdom from him as he had from Saul, but that th e
ruling heads of the kingdom would continue to be th e

descendants of David . Paul applies this text to Jesus . See

Hebrews 1 :5 .

It is this that suggests the name of the covenant—"the sure

mercies of David ." (Isa . 55:3) It was a covenant which would
continue upon the basis of mercy being shown to those who ,
because of their lack of integrity, would not be qualified to si t
upon the throne of the LORD, as the throne of Israel wa s
regarded to be .—I Chron . 29:23

THE KINGDOM DIVIDE D
In the beginning of Solomon's reign, he was a true an d

humble servant of the LORD . But this did not continue .
Under the influence of his heathen wives, he permitted th e
worship of idols to flourish in the land . Following his death ,
when his son, Rehoboam, became king, there was a rebellio n
of ton of the tribes of the nation . and these set uD a kingdom



of their own under the leadership of a man named Jero-
boam

So far as Solomon and his son were concerned, their con -

duct did not warrant the saving of any of the kingdom, bu t

the `sure mercies of David' operated, and the tribes of Juda h
and Benjamin were saved for the Davidic line of kings. That
Judah should be one of the loyal tribes was in keeping with
Jacob's prophecy that the sceptre would not depart fro m
Judah until the coming of Shiloh .

Through the centuries that followed, some of the royal lin e
of David reigned in righteousness, but many of them were
wicked . Time and again the people were led into idolatry .
Nevertheless, the `sure mercies of David' continued t o
prevail . Finally, however, a drastic change did occur, being
brought about by the overriding power of Babylon under the
leadership of Nebuchadnezzar . It was then that the last o f
Judah's kings was overthrown .

But this did not imply that God's covenant with David ha d
been broken . It was just that a change had taken place .
When the covenant was first made, David sensed that there
was something about it which went beyond his ability to gras p
fully at that time, and he said to the LORD, "Who am I, 0
LORD God? and what is my house, that thou hast brough t
me hitherto? And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, 0
LORD God; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant 's house
for a great while to come . And is this the manner of man, 0
LORD God?"—II Sam . 7:18,1 9

Surely the LORD had spoken of David's house for ` a great

while to come '—so great a while that it extended far beyon d
the dethronement of Zedekiah in B .C . 606 . What happene d
there was merely the downfall of the typical house of David .
Through Ezekiel, God said to Zedekiah, "Remove the
diadem, and take off the crown : this shall not be the same ."
No longer was the typical kingdom to function, for the anti -

typical was, in due time, to take its place .



IN CAPTIVITY
With the dethronement of King Zedekiah, the people o f

Israel were taken captive to Babylon . Among the captive s
was Daniel, who became one of the LORD ' s outstanding
prophets. Through him the LORD gave a prophecy establish-
ing the date for the coming of "Messiah the Prince . " (Dan .
9 :24-27) Thus was Daniel assured that although his people
had lost their national independence, God's purpose, a s
centered in the promised seed, Shiloh, the Messiah, was to
be carried out exactly on time .

And Daniel was given this assurance in still another proph -
ecy where the Messiah is referred to as "Michael," the
"Prince, " who would stand for, and deliver, his people .
(Dan . 12 :1-4) In this prophecy we are assured that the deliv-
erance to be wrought by the mighty Prince whom God would
send was to be more than deliverance from the overlordshi p

of heathen nations ; it was also to be a deliverance fro m

death .

After this, many long centuries passed before there was
any visible evidence that the Messianic promises of God were
to be fulfilled . And then it happened. The angel, Gabriel, ap-
peared to Mary and announced that she was to have a son
whose name would be called Jesus, and that he would be
given "the throne of his father David ." Luke 1 :30-33 reads :

"The angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary : for thou has t
found favour with God . And, behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his nam e
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of th e
Highest : and the LORD God shall give unto him the throne o f
his father David : and he shall reign over the house of Jaco b
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end . "

Hundreds of years before this, the Prophet Isaiah had writ -
ten concerning this great one which was to be born in Israel ,
and the announcement of Gabriel to Mary emphasized tha t
the time had come for this prophecy to begin to be fulfilled .
Isaiah wrote :

"Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : and the
_x_11 I-- . .
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be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever -
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace . Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon th e
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and t o
establish it with judgment and with justice from hencefort h
even for ever . The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform
this ."—Isa . 9 :6,7

CHRIST IS BOR N
In due time Jesus was born, and the angel announcing hi s

birth said to the shepherds :

"Fear not : for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy ,
which shall be to all people . For unto you is born this day i n
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord . . . .
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of th e
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men . " —Luke
2 :10-14

Now the promises of God pertaining to the seed began t o
have a definite fulfillment . And notice that through the cen-
turies the divine purpose had in no way become restricted .
To Abraham God had said that ` all the families of the earth'
would be blessed, and now the announcement of the birth o f
the real seed of promise was declared by God's angel to be
good tidings which would be to ` all people ' .

Thirty years later Jesus began his ministry, a ministr y
which pertained to the kingdom of God, or the kingdom o f
heaven . These expressions did not imply a rulership in heav-
en, but a rulership on the earth which the God of heaven ha d
promised and would, through Jesus, one day establish . In
proclaiming the good news concerning the coming kingdom ,
Jesus illustrated by his many miracles the manner in which al l
the families of the earth would be blessed by its rulership .

The common people listened to Jesus' reassuring message
with joy . They believed that he was a prophet sent by God .
His immediate followers, particularly those whom he chose to
be his apostles, believed that he was the promised Messiah .
However, the religious rulers in Israel manifested enmity an d
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turn the people against him . In this they succeeded to a large
degree, particularly toward the close of Jesus ' ministry .

Jesus told these religious rulers of Israel that they were o f
their father the Devil, thus identifying in a definite way th e
seed of the serpent, mentioned by God in the Garden of
Eden—that seed which God had said would be at enmit y
with the seed of the woman . And it was indeed a bitter en-
mity, a hatred which ultimately led to the death of Jesus o n
Calvary's cross .

THE HEIR IS KILLED
Jesus came, as Gabriel announced to Mary, to be th e

royal heir of the throne of David, the one referred to by the
Prophet Ezekiel as having the ` right ' to that throne . But now
his enemies had killed him . From the standpoint of human
wisdom and ability this would mean that the divine purpos e
centered in the seed of promise had been defeated—that th e
` throne of David ' had been overthrown.

But as the poet so truthfully wrote, "God moves in a mys-
terious way his wonders to perform ." Actually the death o f
Jesus was not a tragedy, but part of the divine plan for the
redemption and recovery of the world of mankind from si n
and death through the seed . In the crucifixion of Jesus, the
seed of the serpent had, as it were, inflicted a painful ` heel '

wound upon the seed of the woman, but it was not a deadl y
wound so far as the divine purpose was concerned, for Go d
raised him from the dead !

Nevertheless, the immediate disciples of Jesus, those wh o
had accepted him as the Messiah and believed that he woul d
"restore again the kingdom to Israel " (Acts 1 :6), were puz-
zled and discouraged by their Master's death . They did not a s
yet understand the full purpose of God as it centered i n
Jesus, and to them it now seemed impossible that Jesu s
could ever be a king .

But their sorrow was turned into joy when they becam e
convinced that Jesus actually had been raised from the dead .
This comes to light particularly in connection with two disci -
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walked as they journeyed on their way to Emmaus . When
joining the two, Jesus asked, "What manner of communica-
tions are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and
are sad?" One of them replied to Jesus, saying :

"Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast no t
known the things which are come to pass there in these
days? " Jesus replied, "What things? And they said unto him ,
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet might y
in deed and word before God and all the people : and how
the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be con-
demned to death, and have crucified him . But we truste d
that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel : and
beside all this, today is the third day since these things wer e
done ."—Luke 24 :13-2 1

This gave Jesus an opportunity to explain . So he replied ,
"0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken : ought not Christ to have suffered these things ,
and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and al l
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scripture s
the things concerning himself ."—Luke 24 :25-2 7

After Jesus had left them, these disciples "said one t o
another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talke d
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the Scrip-
tures?" (vs . 32) No wonder they rejoiced! Jesus had ex-
plained that it was necessary for him to suffer and to die in
order to redeem mankind from death . Otherwise he would
rule as king over a race that was dying .

In this marvelous discourse Jesus cited the prophetic testi -
mony concerning the fact that it was necessary for him to die .
Previous to this Jesus' disciples were so carried away with th e
thought of his being the Messiah . and a great king to sit on
David 's throne, that they had not noticed what the prophet s
had said concerning his suffering and death .

The Prophet Isaiah had written that Jesus would be led a s
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers i s
dumb, so he would not open his mouth in self-defense . This
prophecy had been fulfilled in exact detail . (Isa . 53 :7 ; Matt .
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as the "Arm" of Jehovah, and prophesied that this `Arm '
would be made bare "in the eyes of all the nations," and tha t

"all the ends of the earth " would, through him, see "the sal-
vation of our God ."—Isa . 52 :10 ; 53 : 1

But as Jesus explained to the two disciples on the way to
Emmaus, before this and the many other promises of kingl y

glory could be fulfilled, it was necessary that he suffer an d
die . These prophecies concerning him had now been ful-
filled, and God had raised him from the dead! It was after hi s
resurrection that Jesus said to his disciples, " All power i s
given unto me in heaven and in earth . "—Matt . 28 :18

During the course of Jesus ' last appearance to his disci-
ples, they made bold to ask him, "Lord, wilt thou at this tim e
restore again the kingdom to Israel? " (Acts 1 :6) The disciple s
could not now . see any reason why Jesus should not begin to

exercise his ` all power ' as king, and restore the kingdom o f
Israel which had been overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar i n

B .C. 606. They knew that he was the seed of promise—the
Messiah—the great king of glory foretold in the prophecies .
And now that he had given his humanity for the sins of the
world, why should he not proceed with the setting up of hi s

kingdom?

But there were still other aspects of the divine plan which
the disciples did not as yet comprehend . Jesus knew this, so
he simply replied to them, "It is not for you to know the time s
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power .
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is com e

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter -

most part of the earth . " —Acts 1 :7,8

From this it must have been apparent to the disciples that
while the kingdom of promise was not then to be set up, the
divine plan had not failed . They would understand, also, tha t
they were to be given an important assignment in the carry-
ing out of that plan—the details of which were to be revealed
to them later .

And then—after giving the disciples this partial explana-
tion—Jesus was "taken uo ; and a cloud received him out of



their sight . And while they looked stedfastly toward heave n
as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white ap-
parel ; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand y e
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as y e
have seen him go into heaven . " —Acts 1 :9-11

While the realization of the disciples' hopes pertaining to
the Messianic kingdom were now postponed, they had no t
failed . After all, Jesus had been raised from the dead, an d
since the success of the plan of God was guaranteed b y
power capable of raising the dead, there was no reason why
they should not continue to have full assurance of faith .

In the synagogue at Antioch, Paul reviewed the provi-
dences of God in connection with David, and the promis e
which God had made concerning David . Then he added ,
"Of this man 's seed hath God according to his promise raised
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus . " (Acts 13:23) Continuing his
sermon, Paul explained that the religious rulers had pu t
Jesus to death, "but God raised him from the dead ."—vs . 30

Reaching the climax of his discourse, Paul said, "And w e
declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise whic h
was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unt o
us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again ; as it
is also written in the Second Psalm, Thou art my Son, this
day have I begotten thee . And as concerning that he raised
him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption ,
he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies o f
David . " —vss . 32-34

When God made that wonderful promise to David that his
seed would sit upon the throne forever, there was no way for
the psalmist to visualize the fact that the real king envisione d
by God in this promise would be put to death by his enemies ,
and that divine power would raise him from the dead in
order that the promise might be fulfilled .

But in the light of God 's purposes, this is not surprising ,
for, without the resurrection of the dead, the whole pla n
would come to nothing! Just as in this plan the promised see d
of blessin g is nut to death and later raicorl frnm the (loam tr.



dispense the blessings, so 'all the families of the earth' t o
whom the blessings are promised, are, for the most part, in
the tomb when the time comes to bless them ; and God has
promised that these will be awakened from the sleep of deat h
in order to receive the promised blessing . What a blesse d
hope!

	

n

EHOLD, 0 GOD our shield, and look upon the
face of thine anointed . For a day in thy courts i s
better than a thousand . I had rather be a door -

keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in th e
tents of wickedness . For the LORD God is a sun and shield :
the LORD will give grace and glory : no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly . 0 LORD of hosts ,
blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

—Psalm 84:9-1 2
a

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXT S

JUNE 2—1 am determined not to know anything amon g
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified ."—1 Corin-
thians 2 :2 (Z . '95-116 Hymn 116 )

JUNE 9—" In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world ."—John 16 :33
(Z . '95-207 Hymn 302 )

JUNE 16—"No chastening for the present seemeth to b e
joyous, but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldet h
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby ."—Hebrews 12 :11 (Z . '96-44 Hym n
273 )

JUNE 23—"He that receiveth seed into the good ground is
he that heareth the Word, and understandeth it ; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundred -
fold, some sixty, some thirty ."—Matthew 13:23 (Z. '96-99
Hymn 134 )

JUNE 30—"In the time of harvest, I [the Lord] will say t o
the reapers, . . . Gather the wheat into my barn ."—Mat-
+h." , 1 q1 q . ''In 17 'nn-234 Hvmn 2321



ENCOURAGING LETTERS
Alone in the B .W .I .

Dear Friend in Christ : Greet-
ings to you at this time .
Thank you so much for the
literature you are sending .
These truths open the eye s
of the blind . I regret that I
don't have a video player ,
or I could view some of th e
programs, but I thank Go d
and this loving ministry to
show me the way to life . I
pray that God will help me
to go forward . Please
remember me in you r
prayers . I long to know of a
group here in Jamaica, bu t
people are drawing awa y
from the truth . Thanks
again . Yours in his name . —
B .W.I .

Behind Prison Wall s

Dear Sir : Just a brief mes-
sage to let you know that I
received all your booklet s
and I cannot thank you
enough. They are so much
help for me . Now I share
them with my fellow in -
mates [prison inmates], an d
they are all impressed wit h
them . Again, I cannot than k
you enough . May the goo d
Lord Jesus Christ bless you
and your families . and voter

fellow-workers . . Your frien d
in Christ .—TX

"Congratulations ,
and More Power! "

Dear "Frank and Ernest " : I
am one of the avid listener s
of your radio program ,
"Frank and Ernest, " over
DZAM . I just want to con-
gratulate you for successful -
ly bringing Christ into th e
homes of the Filipin o
people through your pro -
gram . Congratulations an d
more power! Yours i n
Christ .—Philippine s

Thanks from Ukraine

Dear Brethren : I have
wanted to write this lette r
for a long time, but was not
able to get the postage
stamps for it . We are ver y
grateful for all the help we
have received from you ,
with clothing, as well as
other help . Many brethre n
are now able to atten d
funerals . The elderly breth-
ren among us are able t o
get to the meetings with
your help . Often brethren
need help, or visits whe n
they are sick, and now w e
are ahle to rin thic We, hacro



always been used to man y
inconveniences in this land ,
but since you opened your

hearts to our situation, i t
helps in so many ways . May
the LORD richly bless you .

In closing we wish to exten d
our sincere Christian greet-
ings, and blessings, with II

Corinthians 13 :12, and the
hymn, "God be with you til l

we meet . " — Ukraine
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S
Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are routed through the Pilgrim Department of the Dawn ,
or by classes associated with the the Dawn . Their visits are furnished free upo n
request . Write to : The Dawn Pilgrim Department, East Rutherford, NJ
07073 . A visit will be arranged whenever possible .

F . Binns G .M . Jeuck
Rutherford, NJ June 22 Claymont, DE

	

June 19
Portland, OR 24-27 F . Nemes h
Sacramento, CA 29 Portland, OR

	

June 25,26
Fresno, CA 30

L .B . Pos t
E . Blicharz Middletown, NY June 5

St . Petersburg, FL June 12 Allentown, PA 10-1 2

W . Blicharz
London, Ont . June 12

Cincinnati, O H

L . Young

19

New York, NY 26 Allentown, PA June 10-12

OBITUARIES

The following brethren have recently finished their Christian cour-
ses. We wish to express our sincere sympathy to the family and
friends in .the loss of these dear ones . We appreciate information con-
cerning any brethren to be included in this list.

Sister Rosalie Roberto, Santarosa, CA—October, 1993 . Age ,
79 .

Sister Laura Martinez, Bosler, WY—Age, 79 .
Sister Marjorie Parkinson, Chicago, 1L—April 15 .
Brother Charles R . Newham, Minneapolis, MN—April 25 .



CONVENTION S
These conventions are listed at the request of the classes who sponsor

them . In order to ensure your convention being accurately placed in these
columns, please make your request IN WRITING and mail it to this address a t
least two or three months before the date of the convention : Conventio n
Listing, Dawn Magazine, 199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ 07073 .

WATERBURY, CT, June 4,5—
New location : Litchfield Firehouse .
For programs and directions, con -
tact : Mrs . Anthony Tsimonis ,
Secretary, c/o Associated Bible Stu -
dents, P .O . Box 1494, Waterbur y
0672 1

ALLENTOWN, PA, June 10 ,
11,12—Moravian College, Beth-
lehem . Contact : Allentown Bibl e
Students, c/o Mrs . Margaret Young ,
P .O . Box 1672, Allentown 1810 5
Phone : (610) 867-541 8

LOS ANGFI FS, CA, July 2,3,4 —
Holiday Inn, 7000 Beach Blvd . ,
Buena Park . For information, con -
tact : Los Angeles Convention, 1425
Lachman Lane, Pac . Palisades, C A
9027 2
Phone : (310) 524 8

NAMBOUR, AUSTRALIA, Jul y
8,9,10—Contact : Mr . Greg Tosh ,
Payters Creek Road, MS 1536 ,
Nambour, Queensland, Australia
4560

OKANAGAN BIBLE STUDENTS
CONVENTION, July 8,9,10 —
Town Hall, Silver Star Mountai n
Resort, Silver Star Road, Vernon,

B.C . For general and registration in -
formation, contact : Mrs. Bernice
Blencowe, 5335 Pearson Rd ., Site 2 ,
Comp. 11, R .R . 5, Vernon, B .C .
V1T6L8
Phone : (604) 545-0780

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERA L
CONVENTION, July 16-21 —
Western Missouri State College, St .
Joseph, MO. See page 9 of this issue
for a copy of the Registration form .

KALISPELL & HAVRE BIBLE
STUDENTS CONVENTION ,
August 5-7—The Big Mountain Ski
and Summer Resort, Whitefish, MT .
For information and reservations ,
please contact : Mrs . Marie Lewis ,
P .O . Box 7205, Kalispell, MT
59904 . Reservation deadline :
May 30th; cancellation deadline:
July 10th .

Phone : (406) 892-4103

INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION, August 7-12—Poitiers,
France . For information, contact : In -
ternational Convention, 1425 Lach -
man Lane, Pacific Palisades, C A
90272 .
Phone : (310) 454-5248
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"WHERE WERE YOU when I laid the earth's foundations:
Tell me, if you know and understand . Who settled its
dimensions? Surely you should know . Who stretched hi s
measuring-line over it? On what do its supporting pillar s
rest? Who set its corner-stone in place, when the mornin g
stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted
'A1ll11,-19"
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