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Highlights of DAWN

GOD'S REMEDY
For a World Gone Mad

TODAY, we do not need to labor the point that the world has
gone mad . This madness of the selfish world manifests itsel f
in essentially every activity of life—national and interna-
tional . Because of this, the world is filled with suffering . I n
large areas of the earth people are starving to death by th e
millions, and fear of even worse things to come fills th e
hearts of mankind from continent to continent . And there
seems to be no way to escape the blighting effect of what i s
taking place, despite the best efforts of our most talente d
statesmen and rulers to turn the situation around .

This is the time foretold by Jesus when he said that ther e
would be "upon the earth distress of nations, with perplex-
ity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which are comin g
on the earth ." (Luke 21 :25,26) As the world sees it, there i s
good reason for fear . Jesus said that with this fear there
would be perplexity ; and the Greek word here translate d
perplexity literally means "no way out ." This is why the
world is filled with fear . They see no way out of the dilemma ,
no way out of the madness of human behavior in this tim e
which Jesus described as one of "great tribulation, such a s
was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, no r
ever shall be ." (Matt . 24 :21) In this statement Jesus is quot -
ing substantially from the prophecy of Daniel, chapter 12 ,
verse 1, where Daniel describes the same period as "a tim e
of trouble such as never was since there was a nation . "
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To emphasize how serious this time of trouble would be ,
Jesus adds, "And except those days should be shortened ,
there should no flesh be saved ." (vs. 22) However, Jesu s
assures us that these days would be shortened by divin e
power operating through his church, "the elect ." In othe r
words, Jesus agrees with the human viewpoint that there i s
no way out of this dilemma of human madness, but comforts
us with the thought that God has provided a way out, a way o f
salvation for the human race from its own evil course of si n
and selfishness . It is this way out which God has provide d
that we refer to in our title as his remedy for a world gon e
mad .

The Kingdom

In a word, God's remedy for the ills of fallen mankind is th e
kingdom, or government, which throughout his entire Wor d
he has promised would be established . One of these
promises concerns the coming of the great Messiah and King
in the kingdom : "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son i s
given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder : and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, The might y
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace . Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end ,
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it ,
and to establish it with judgment and with justice fro m
henceforth even forever . The zeal of the Lord of hosts wil l
perform this ."—Isa. 9:6, 7

The Lord has recorded numerous prophecies to give us
assurance that his kingdom will be established in the earth ,
and in many instances this kingdom is referred to as a
mountain—"the mountain of the Lord ." In Daniel, the 2n d
chapter, this mountain, according to Daniel's prophecy, first
appears as a stone which smites the unholy kingdoms an d
governments of this world and becomes a great mountain t o
fill the whole earth . Verse 45 of this chapter gives us a won -
derful assurance concerning the kingdom of God . We quote ,
"Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the
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mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron ,
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold ; the great God
hath made known to the king what shall come to pass here -
after : and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereo f
sure." In Isaiah, chapter 25 the kingdom of God is agai n
likened to a mountain . "And in this mountain," we read ,
"shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full o f
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined ."—Isa . 25 :6

Blessings of the Kingdo m

Blessings of the kingdom are set forth with some detail i n
Micah 4 :1-4 . Verse 1 reads, "In the last days it shall come t o
pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall b e
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalt -
ed above the hills ; and people shall flow unto it ." It is fitting
that the Lord should liken his coming kingdom to a mountain .
These prophecies were addressed in the first instance to th e
nation of Israel, and the nation of Israel was accustomed t o
being ruled from a mountain . Mount Zion of Jerusalem was
the national headquarters of the government which rule d
over Israel . It was here in this mountain that David exercise d
his governmental control over the affairs of Israel, the chose n
people of God . So when in this and other prophecies Go d
spoke of his mountain being established in the top of the
mountains it would be easy for the devoted Israelite to realiz e
that his God, Jehovah, was promising to set up a more
powerful kingdom on earth than had ever been know n
before. And this is what it will truly be .

In Micah's prophecy of the establishment of the mountai n
of the Lord, an additional point of explanation and interest i s
introduced . Here we read that this mountain of the Lord i s
the "mountain of the house of the Lord ." This also was
familiar language to the Israelites. The Lord's ruling house i n
Israel was headed by David and his successors . But Davi d
and his fleshly successors will not be the ruling house of th e
future kingdom of God on earth . In many instances in th e
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past, ruling houses over nations and empires consisted of a
family arrangement in which the right to rule passed on a t
the death of the king to another member of the same family .

And this is the manner in which the prophetic house of th e
Lord functions. This house of the Lord is composed of hi s
sons, Jesus being supreme among them . We read that whe n
Jesus came at his first advent "he came unto his own, an d
his own received him not . But as many as received him, t o
them gave he power to become the sons of God ." (John 1 :11 ,
12) Under Jesus, these were the first members of God' s
ruling house. But in all Israel there were not enough wh o
received Jesus to have this high honor bestowed upon them ;
so in God's due time he turned to the Gentiles, through th e
preaching of the Gospel, to find those worthy of completin g
the foreordained number that would make up his rulin g
house . Much is written in the New Testament about thos e
who have become believers since the first advent of Jesus ,
and who through the power of the Holy Spirit do become th e
children, or sons, of God . To these the promise is that if the y
continue faithful they will reign with Christ in God's rulin g
house. (Romans 8 :16-19) "The Spirit itself beareth witnes s
with our spirit, that we are the children of God : And i f
children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together . For I reckon that the sufferings of this present tim e
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall b e
revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creatur e
[creation] waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God . "

The Lord's Way s

Micah's prophecy concerning the kingdom of God declares ,
in chapter 4 :1, that "people shall flow unto it ." A similar
prophecy in Isaiah 2:2-4 declares that "all nations shall flo w
unto it " ; and in both of these prophecies we are assured tha t
many from all peoples who flow unto the kingdom of God wil l
say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
and to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us o f

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

	

5



his ways, and we will walk in his paths : for out of Zion shal l
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem . "
—vs . 2

In this prophecy Mount Zion represents divine authority i n
the kingdom of God . This would, therefore, represent th e
spiritual phase of that kingdom, made up of Jesus and hi s
faithful and glorified followers . We are told that the word o f
the Lord shall go forth from Jerusalem . Here is mentioned a
wider aspect of the functioning of God's kingdom ; that aspect
which comes into understandable contact with the huma n
race here on the earth . This contact will be through th e
ancient servants of God, such as the faithful prophets of old ,
and others who served God faithfully prior to the first adven t
of Jesus . Jesus said that "many shall come from the east an d
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, an d
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ." (Matt . 8 :11) The expres-
sion here in the Greek text which is translated "sit down "
indicates that the reference is to pupils sitting in front of thei r
master, or teacher . So the faithful servants of God of ancien t
times will be the ones who will communicate the word, o r
laws, of God to mankind in his kingdom . These we could
think of as the symbolic Jerusalem of Micah's prophecy . We
have here, then, both the spiritual and the earthly phases o f
the kingdom, those in the earthly phase representing those i n
the spiritual phase and communicating to the people the la w
of God received from Jesus and his church .

A Judgment Work
The people and nations in this prophecy of God's kingdo m

indicate their desire to know and to follow the Lord's way .
And in that time (vs . 3) "he shall judge among many people ,
and rebuke [Heb ., correct] strong nations afar off ; and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears int o
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation ,
neither shall they learn war any more . "

It is interesting here to note the wide difference betwee n
the Lord's ways and the ways of selfish men . Throughout the
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centuries misguided human philosophy has insisted that th e
only way to be assured of peace is to be prepared for war . But
here the Lord's way is seen to be different . When the peopl e
learn the Lord's ways they will give up planning and prepar-
ing for war . Instead, they will "beat their swords into plow -
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks ." Instead of con -
tinuing to build up large armies for defense, as it is styled ,
and thus be assured of peace, "nation shall not lift up a swor d
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more . "

Think of the step forward this will be in solving the mad-
ness that is so prevalent in the world today! No longer will a
mother feel that her son may be drafted for war and sent t o
the battlefield to be slaughtered . No longer will the resource s
of the world be drained in order to maintain vast militar y
establishments, for they will learn war no more, neither wil l
they practice war any more . This is the Lord's way, the wa y
which will be instituted throughout the earth in the kingdo m
of God which will be established in the top of the mountains ;
that is, dominating the affairs of all people . We rejoice'in thi s
aspect of God's remedy for a world gone mad !

Verse 4 of Micah's prophecy reads, "They shall sit ever y
man under his vine and under his fig tree ; and none shal l
make them afraid : for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hat h
spoken it ." The vine and fig tree illustration contains th e
emphasis of economic security for all mankind . One of the
causes of so much fear in the world today is the lack of eco-
nomic security . The hearts of so many are filled with fear les t
they lose their means of livelihood and be reduced to a wel-
fare status . But then none shall make them afraid throug h
threats of being evicted from their homes, or through fear o f
hunger for themselves or their families . None shall make
them afraid for any purpose whatsoever . And we have the
most blessed assurance that "the mouth of the Lord of host s
has spoken it ." What better assurance could we have tha n
this of the workability and the success of God's remedy fo r
the world gone mad?
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In the world today we occasionally hear someon e
say—even those in high government offices—that if the y
could get people to do this or that, or if the governmen t
would pass this or that law, we would have peace an d
security . But in God's remedy there is no place for any suc h
uncertainties . God's remedy is to be imposed arbitrarily an d
by divine power—the mountain of the house of th e
Lord—upon all people and nations . They will have no choice
but to obey. But how they will rejoice when they recogniz e
how wonderful the Lord's ways really are, how after so man y
centuries of waiting and hoping and, on the part of some ,
praying, God's way actually will be established in the earth !

More Is Neede d

However wonderful the blessings of the kingdom of Go d
will be for a sin-sick and dying world as the details are se t
forth in Micah's prophecy (4 :1-4), it would still come short o f
being a remedy for all human ills . Micah's prophecy shows
that people will learn war nor more, hence that there shall b e
no more war . It assures us that they will beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruninghooks ; that is ,
they will use the resources now devoted to maintaining wa r
and its sinews to the predication of peace and goodwil l
among the nations . It assures us that there will be economi c
security ; that no one will fear being dispossessed of his hom e
or going hungry . All will be blessed by prosperity and plent y
in every aspect of human need .

But with all these blessings being enjoyed by the human
race they would still be living under a terrible blight o f
sorrow and suffering, for it would still be a dying race . We
would have a world with hospitals thickly spread everywher e
in all nations, and these hospitals filled with the sufferin g
and the dying . We would still have mental institutions, like -
wise filled to overflowing . Every home would be afflicted
sooner or later with dread diseases, and eventually, certai n
death . This would not be an ideal world . Jesus taught hi s
disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come . Thy will be done i n
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earth, as it is in heaven ." (Matt . 6 :10) We cannot imagine
that in heaven there is carnal warfare, nor can we imagine
hunger in heaven, nor can we imagine sickness and death . So
the kingdom of God will be a total remedy for the ills o f
mankind .

And the Bible assures us that this will be the case . In a
prophecy already cited in which the kingdom of God is agai n
referred to as a mountain, we are assured that sickness an d
death will likewise be destroyed . This is the prophecy o f
Isaiah 25 :6-9 . Referring to many of the blessings which shal l
be provided by the Lord to satisfy the desire of the people, w e
are told that in this mountain the Lord of hosts will "make
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on th e
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees wel l
refined . "

"And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the cover -
ing cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over al l
nations ." This would seem to be a reference to the lack o f
knowledge which the vast majority of mankind hav e
experienced through the ages, the lack of knowledge con-
cerning God and his ways. The great veil of ignorance in thi s
respect has been cast over all people, and over the nations as
well . It is because the nations have this veil spread over them
that they imagine they can establish peace while preparin g
for war. They cannot now see through this veil to understan d
and appreciate the Lord's ways. But that veil will be
removed, for other prophecies show that then "the eart h
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cove r
the sea ."—Isa. 11 :9 ; Nab. 2 :1 4

And in this mountain or kingdom of God "he will swallo w
up death in victory ." (Isa . 25 :8) Another translation puts i t
even stronger, saying that the Lord will strike down death i n
victory . Yes, that great enemy Death will be struck down b y
the forces of the kingdom of God and will no longer be per-
mitted to blight the happiness of all mankind . The prophecy
continues, and says, "The Lord God will wipe away tears
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from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he tak e
away from off all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken it . "
What a changed world it will be under the kingdom of Go d
when the tears are wiped from all faces! Tears are here used
as a symbol of sadness, of sorrow, of pain . But all this will b e
done away with and joy shall break out in every city, in ever y
town, in every village, in every countryside .

The prophecy continues by saying that the rebuke of th e
Lord's people shall he take away from off all the earth . This
rebuke of God's people has been one of the characteristics o f
the reign of sin and death . Satan has stirred up his cohort s
against those who are serving God, and they are rebuked ,
persecuted, misrepresented, so that few are really prepare d
and courageous enough to take a determined stand for God' s
ways, the ways of righteousness, of peace, of goodwill . But i n
God's mountain—"the mountain of the house of the Lord" —
the rebuke of God's people will he take away . In one of the
kingdom promises of the Bible (Rev . 20) we are told tha t
"that old serpent which is the Devil, and Satan," the grea t
deceiver and oppressor of the people, will then be bound .
How wonderful are the prospects of God's promises! Ho w
bright should be our hope because of the promises of God !
Verse 9 of Isaiah 25 says, "And it shall be said in that day ,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will sav e
us: this is the Lord [Jehovah] ; we have waited for him, w e
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation . "

It is true that the people have been waiting and longing fo r
the very blessings which the kingdom of God will provide fo r
them . They have not been aware of what the source of thes e
blessings will be . Men have referred to the new conditions as
Utopia and other pleasing names ; but when these blessings
are showered upon them, one of the chief blessings will b e
their understanding of the source . They will realize that th e
great God of love, who sent his Son to be the Redeemer an d
Savior of the world, is the Author and the Planner of thi s
grand design which shall bring worldwide and lasting peace ,
together with health and everlasting life and a knowledge o f
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himself and of his Son, which will be a blessing in itself suc h
as few of the world have enjoyed throughout all the ages o f
human experience.

New Testament Confirmation

While we have been quoting largely from the promises o f
God recorded in the Old Testament, these precious promise s
are all confirmed by God through his servants in the Ne w
Testament . We read concerning Jesus, for instance, that h e
proclaimed the kingdom of God . But not only that, he went
from place to place confirming his oral message with th e
miracles he performed—the healing of the sick and th e
raising of the dead . The Apostle Peter in Acts 3 :19-24 tells of
the return of Christ at his second advent, and says that the n
the world could expect "times of restitution of all things . "
And God has foretold these times of restitution by the mout h
of his holy prophets since the world began The restitutio n
Peter referred to here was illustrated by the miracle he ha d
just performed by healing a man who had been lame fro m
birth . (Acts 3 :1-8) It also includes the hope of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, as pointed out in verse 2 of chapter 4 of th e
Book of Acts . The Apostle Paul in testifying before th e
Roman government said that the hope of the prophets an d
elders of Israel was that there would be a resurrection of bot h
the just and the unjust .—Acts 24 :14,1 5

Paul's Resurrection Lesso n

In Paul's outstanding lesson on the resurrection of the dea d
as set forth in the 15th chapter of I Corinthians, he says ,
"But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become th e
firstfruits of them that slept . For since by man came death ,
by man came also the resurrection of the dead . For as i n
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive . But
every man in his own order : Christ the firstfruits ; afterward
they that are Christ's at his coming [Greek—presence] ." I n
this narrative Paul is speaking of the blessings of the king-
dom of God, because he follows with the statement, "The n
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cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the king-
dom to God, even the Father ; when he shall have put dow n
all rule and all authority and power . For he must reign, till h e
hath put all enemies under his feet . The last enemy that shal l
be destroyed is death ."—I Cor. 15:20-26

How all-comprehensive is the thought that death itself wil l
finally be destroyed! And of course this means that those
who had been asleep in death will have been awakened t o
share the kingdom blessings with the remainder of mankind .
And why should it not be this way? How unsatisfactory i t
would be to know that the living generation of humans wa s
enjoying a perfect world, free from all the exhibitions o f
madness that surround us today, free also from the malady of
sickness and the blight of death, and yet realize that so man y
millions of those who had lived in the past were missin g
these blessings because they had died too soon !

But that is not the way God does things! His remedy for a
world gone mad is all-comprehensive . In a sense the worl d
has been off balance ever since man first sinned against th e
laws of God . Each generation of the human race has experi -
enced maladjustments of society as well as of home life . Al l
have suffered pain and death . All have been filled wit h
sorrow and their eyes flooded with tears as their loved ones
were struck down by the grim reaper, Death . To think of al l
these millions as now being outside the boundaries of God' s
loving kingdom provisions would be unreasonable .

There is a well-known saying among suffering and dyin g
humans that "while there is life there is hope ." But we
cannot restrict the power of God to this saying . The promise s
of God assure us that there is hope beyond death ; that the
dead are to be resurrected in what, as we have already noted ,
the Bible describes as the resurrection of the dead . Jesus
said, "Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in the whic h
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall com e
forth ." Those who have done good (that is, the believers o f
this life) will come forth to a resurrection of life, and will live
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and reign with Christ in his glorious kingdom which will b e
the channel of blessing for all mankind . The others, accord-
ing to the Revised Standard Version, will come forth to judg -
ment ; that is, they will come forth and be placed on probatio n
and given an opportunity to prove their loyalty to God unde r
the favorable circumstances of that new world . What mor e
could we ask !

In the Old Testament the resurrection of the dead is illus -
trated in various ways . The word resurrection itself is no t
used in the Old Testament, but in that portion of his inspire d
Word God has likened those in death to prisoners and thei r
awakening from death to a coming out of captivity . And thes e
promises of a breaking forth by God's help from captivity are
so all-inclusive that they take in the whole world of mankind .
Their being brought forth from death is described as a re -
turning . Moses prayed, "Lord, thou hast been our dwellin g
place in all generations . Before the mountains were brough t
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world ,
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God . Tho u
turnest man to destruction ; and sayest, Return ye children o f
men ."—Ps . 90 :1-3

It was back in the Garden of Eden that God turned men t o
destruction when he sentenced our first parents and drove
them out of the garden into the unfinished earth to die . That
is when man's troubles really began . But Moses assures us
that this is not the end of God's dealings with man . Thos e
whom he has turned to destruction will hear the wonderfu l
command, "Return, ye children of men ." Yes, Christ, who
made provision for the redemption and salvation of the worl d
through his death, will use divine power to call all the dead
world of mankind to return to the land of the living .

Isaiah 35 :10 contains another wonderful promise of the re -
turning of mankind from death . This text reads, "And th e
ransomed [those ransomed as a result of Jesus' death o n
Calvary's cross] of the Lord shall return, and come to Zio n
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shal l
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obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fle e
away ." What a fitting climax this is to the bright hope that i s
set before the suffering world throughout this entire chapter !
Beginning with the third verse we read, "Strengthen ye th e
weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees . Say to them that
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not : behold, your God
will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence ; he
will come and save you ."—vss . 3, 4

This promise is especially appropriate today . This is the
day of God's vengeance upon a sin-cursed and dying race .
But he does not come merely to inflict vengeance upon th e
world, for as this promise shows, the vengeance is in the
form of a recompense . His real purpose is to save and bles s
mankind—"He will come and save you . "

Isaiah continues, "Then the eyes of the blind shall b e
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped . Then
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of th e
dumb sing : for in the wilderness shall waters break out, an d
streams in the desert . And the parched ground shall becom e
a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water : in the habitation
of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds an d
rushes ." (vss . 5-7) What a change this will mean in the out-
look of the world so distressed and filled with fear today !
Verse 8 reads, "And a highway shall be there, and a way ,
and it shall be called The way of holiness ; the unclean shal l
not pass over it ; but it shall be for those [that is, for the bene -
fit of those who are unclean, as a way of their becoming clea n
or righteous and acceptable to God]: the wayfaring men ,
though fools, shall not err therein . No lion shall be there, no r
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be foun d
there ; but the redeemed shall walk there ." (vss. 8,9) Then
follows in the 10th verse the wonderful promise of that climax
of blessing when the ransomed of the Lord shall return fro m
death with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads . When
the prophet says, "No lion shall be there," we are reminde d
of the promise in the 20th chapter of Revelation which tells u s
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that Satan will at that time be bound . Satan is described i n
the Bible as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour . —
I Pet. 5 : 8

In that new world, after God has destroyed the enemies o f
righteousness and pours out his spirit upon all flesh, how
wonderful will be the conditions after his remedy has been
put into effect! Isaiah wrote, "Then judgment shall dwell i n
the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitfu l
field . And the work of righteousness shall be peace ; and th e
effect of the righteousness quietness and assurance for ever .
And my people [the whole world of mankind] shall dwell in a
peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resting places ."—Isa. 32 :16-1 8

That will be the time when the kingdom of God is ruling i n
the earth and his remedy for a world gone mad put into ful l
application . How wonderful indeed is the prospect before us !
How wonderful indeed to realize that man's hope for th e
future is as bright as the promises of God !

Final Testimony

The final testimony of the kingdom of God is brought to us
in the book of Revelation . There are many references to th e
kingdom throughout this book, but we wish to call attentio n
briefly to some of the assurances we find in chapters 20, 21 ,
and 22. In chapter 20, as we have already noted, we have th e
assurance of the binding of Satan . We are also assured that
Christ, together with his faithful followers, the church, wil l
live and reign a thousand years to dispense God's promise d
blessings. We are also informed in this chapter that death
and hell will deliver up the dead which are in them, and tha t
death and hell will both be destroyed .

In chapter 21 we are told that, "God shall wipe away al l
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more death ,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any mor e
pain : for the former things are passed away . And he that sat
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new . And h e
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said unto me, Write : for these words are true and faithful . "
(vss . 4,5) And in the last chapter of the Bible we read, "H e
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro -
ceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb . In the
midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, wa s
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, an d
yielded her fruit every month : and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations ." In verse 17 of chapter 22 w e
read, "The Spirit and the bride say, Come . And let him that
heareth say, Come . And let him that is athirst come . An d
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely . "

Could we ask for more assurances from God's Word that h e
has, indeed, provided a remedy for the ills of a world gon e
mad? Yes, the nations need healing, and in this prophecy w e
are told that God has provided a means for the healing of th e
nations . Let us, then, lift up our heads, banishing our fears ,
and look forward to the near establishment of this kingdom ,
because there is every reason to believe—and one of them i s
the present madness of the world itself—that the kingdom of
God is nigh at hand .

God Our Father

We marvel at the glory of God which is manifest in thing s
both great and small ; awe-inspiring splendors of breathtak-
ing grandeur ; or tiny seeds which bring forth plant an d
flower, delicate in beauty and color and texture . All the
works of God speak of a wisdom and power above that pos-
sessed by any of us, and an intelligence far greater than ou r
own . Those who attribute the wonders of creation to mere
laws of nature and cosmos should realize these are but a ver y
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thin veil to hide the glory of God which bursts upon our con -
sciousness as evidence of an intelligent God behind all thing s
that exist, and that the power of nature itself is an expression
of the operation of God's will .

This One, who is the Dispenser of our blessings, is the onl y
one worthy of full heart's devotion ; all else is idol worship .
Possibly one of the most endearing of his names is that on e
given by the Master when he addressed him, "Our Fathe r
which art in heaven." This name suggests his infinite care
and very great goodness to us who are his children . In the
matter of his providences, it is only for us to devote ourselve s
to doing his will, and leave the rest to our Father . Thus th e
reverence of God is the beginning of our true wisdom, and
only in this wisdom are we capable of appreciating the great -
ness of the Almighty who is self-subsistent and the Giver o f
all light and truth, and of whom it is written that "in him i s
no darkness at all . "

Only the opinions of men, born in the darker ages of th e
past, magnify God ' s vengeance . The One who has given u s
this universe and the intelligence and life to enjoy it, want s
us to get pleasure from our existence . His characteristics of
goodness are far greater than the measure of man's mind, fo r
our Father in heaven is indeed a God of love . Through the
exercise of his power, he inspired holy men of past
generations to record the blessings to come in the establish -
ment of his kingdom on earth . The culmination of his divin e
purpose for his created children is recorded by the great
Apostle Paul : "That in the dispensation of the fulness o f
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even i n
him ."—Eph . 1 :1 0

"0 praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise him, all ye people .
For his merciful kindness is great toward us : and the truth o f
the Lord endureth forever . Praise ye the Lord ."—Ps. 117

17



Bible Study
LESSON FOR JUNE 1

How the Bible Came to Be
MEMORY VERSE: "God, who at sundry times and in diver s
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets ,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son . "
—Hebrews 1 :1, 2
EXODUS 24:3-8; JEREMIAH 36:1-4; REVELATION 1 :10,1 1

GOD through the power of the
Holy Spirit impressed upon th e
minds of his servants the mes-
sages that he would have them
deliver to his people . These
messages were recorded and
they became the theme of the
Bible, the inspired Word of
God. Some of the Bible consists
of recorded historical facts . The
accuracy of these facts is
constantly being verified by ar-
cheology .

One of the reasons for record-
ing facts concerning genealog y
and associated circumstance s
was that the Jews were lookin g
for the promised Seed that wa s
to come through Abraham an d
subsequently through David .
This Seed was to be a Messiah
who would bring blessings to
Israel and to the world .—Gen .
22 :16-18; Luke 1 :69-7 3

To the casual reader the Bible
might appear as an account of

unrelated events with man y
contradictions . But the real stu-
dent has determined that th e
Bible is an account of the crea-
tion and fall of man and the
steps that the great Creator has
taken, and is now taking, to re -
store mankind to perfection .
The account of the creation an d
fall is given in the first chapters
of the Book and the complete
restoration is recorded in th e
last chapter of the Book .

Another fact that makes th e
Bible more understandable t o
the student is the realization
that the great design, or plan ,
for the restoration of man i s
divided into times and seasons .
After the Flood God began
dealing with Noah, Abraham ,
Isaac, and Jacob in a very spe-
cial way, and to Abraham h e
made that very wonderful prom-
ise recorded in Genesis 22 :16-18 .
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This promise is the basis of all
the Christian's hopes . The peri-
od of time during which Go d
dealt with these holy men of ol d
is called by students of the Bible
the Patriarchal Age .

At the death of Jacob God
began to deal with the twelv e
sons of Jacob, who became the
heads of the twelve tribes of th e
nation of Israel . And for som e
1,800 years God dealt exclu-
sively with this people .—Amos
3 :1,2 ; Rom . 3 :1,2,19,2 0

At the death of Jesus a ne w
age began, called the Christian
Age, or Gospel dispensation .
During this time the true ser-
vants of the Lord are commis-
sioned to preach the good new s
of the kingdom and assist in th e
work of taking out from the
world a people for his name, a
people who, if faithful, will b e
associated with Jesus in the
mediation work of the kingdom.
(II Cor . 5 :18-20) We believe tha t
this great work of calling out th e
church is nearing its end, an d
that soon the next age will b e
inaugurated .

The next age will be the thou -
sand years of Christ's kingdom.
This is the time when all man -
kind will be restored to life in
the resurrection and given an
opportunity to be obedient t o
God's laws under the most fa-
vorable circumstances . Those

who are obedient will receiv e
everlasting life as perfect huma n
beings right here on earth .—
Jer. 31:33,34; Zeph . 3 :9 ; Act s
3 :19-21 ; Isa. 65 :21-24; Rev .
21 :4 ; Isa . 35 :10; Ps . 98 :9 ; Isa .
26 :9 ; Isa . 2 : 4

In II Timothy 2:15 the apostle
admonishes us to "study to
show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needet h
not to be ashamed, rightly di-
viding the Word of truth . "

If our study of the Bible is to
be meaningful, we must learn to
apply the Scriptures to the
proper time feature of the divin e
plan. For example, the prophecy
in Zephaniah 3:9 states, "Fo r
then will I turn to the people a
pure language, that they may al l
call upon the name of the Lord ,
to serve him with one consent ."

Then again in Micah 4 :3,4 we
read, "And he shall judge
among many people, and re-
buke strong nations afar off ; and
they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spear s
into pruninghooks ." It is obvi-
ous that these prophecies do no t
apply today, but apply to the
next age .

The content of the Bible, to-
gether with its logic and har-
mony, stamp it as being the in -
spired Word of God, and it i s
given to us by his overrulin g
providences .
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LESSON FOR JUNE 8

What Is the Bible?
MEMORY VERSE : "The prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit ."—II Peter 1 :21

DEUTERONOMY 6 :1 ; LUKE 1 :1-4; II TIMOTHY 3:14-17 ;
II PETER 1 :20-2 1
AS STATED in our memory
verse, the prophecies were no t
originated by the speakers, bu t
rather the speakers were move d
by the Holy Spirit to speak
God's thoughts . We find that
the Bible for the most part is a
record of God's thoughts, re-
corded by prophets and other
special servants of God .

The Apostle Peter in I Peter
1 :10-12 states, "Of which sal-
vation the prophets have in-
quired and searched diligently ,
who prophesied of the grac e
that should come unto you :
searching what, or what manne r
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
testified beforehand the suffer-
ings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow . Unto whom it was
revealed, that not unto them -
selves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are
now reported unto you by them
that have preached the Gospel
unto you with the Holy Spirit

sent down from heaven ; whic h
things the angels desire to look
into . "

The same Apostle Peter in
Acts 3:20,21 gives us an addi-
tional clue as to what the proph-
ets were prophesying about and
what they desired to look into :
"And he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before wa s
preached unto you : whom the
heaven must receive until th e
times of restitution of all things ,
which God hath spoken by th e
mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began ."

The two things of which all th e
prophets spoke were the coming
Messiah, who would be th e
great Deliverer, and his king-
dom, which would be the mean s
of bringing blessings not only to
Israel, but to the whole world o f
mankind . Upon examination, w e
find that the golden thread o f
the Bible from Genesis to Reve-
lation is the promise of the Sav-
ior and his kingdom.
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The Apostle Peter, in Act s
3 :22,23, quotes one of the first
of these prophecies (Deut .
18 :17-19) : "And the Lord said
unto me [Moses], They have
well spoken that which they
have spoken . I will raise them
up a Prophet [Jesus] from
among their brethren, like unto
thee, and will put my words i n
his mouth ; and he shall speak
unto them all that I shall com-
mand him. And it shall come to
pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words whic h
he shall speak in my name, I will
require it of him ." The Apostle
Peter interprets this prophecy
for us by associating it with th e
second presence of the Lord an d
the times of restitution of all
things, which time is th e
kingdom .

The account in Acts 3 contin-
ues (vss . 25,26), "Ye [the Jew s
of Peter's day] are the childre n
of the prophets, and of the cove-
nant which God made with our
fathers, saying unto Abraham ,
And in thy seed shall all the kin-
dreds of the earth be blessed .
Unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent
him to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from hi s
iniquities ." Then in Acts 4 :1, 2
we read of the reaction t o
Peter's interpretation of thi s
scripture : "The Sadducees cam e
upon them, being grieved that

they taught the people, and
preached through Jesus th e
resurrection from the dead ."

The Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah
9:6,7 states, "For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is
given : and the government shal l
be upon his shoulder : and his
name shall be called Wonderfu l
Counsellor, The mighty God ,
The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace . Of the increase
of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon th e
throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to es-
tablish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth
even for ever . The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this . "

These are but two of the beau-
tiful promises that are a part of
the continuous theme of th e
Bible . Some others are as fol-
lows : Isaiah 40:5 ; Revelation
15 :4 ; Jeremiah 31 :33,34; Phi-
lippians 2:10,11 ; Numbers
14 :21 ; Zephaniah 3 :9; Isaiah
52:10 ; Genesis 22 :18 ; Galatians
3 :8,16, 29; Isaiah 35 :8-10; Isaiah
65:21-24; Revelation 20 :1-3 ;
Psalm 98 :9 ; Isaiah 26 :9; Isaiah
2 :4 ; I Chronicles 16 :31-34 .

So we find that the Bible is the
inspired Word of God, a record
in which he reveals his thought s
to us ; and we find, as we would
expect if God is the Author, that
the account is beautiful, con-
sistent, and not contradictory .
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LESSON FOR JUNE 1 5

Why the Bible Was Written

MEMORY VERSE: "These are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and tha t
believing ye might have life through his name ."—John 20 :3 1

JEREMIAH 26:1-3; LUKE 24:44-47 ; JOHN 20:30,31 ;
I JOHN 1 :1-4

THE Bible is more than a boo k
of moral and ethical precepts . It
is the textbook of Christianity ,
revealing God's purpose in th e
creation of man and the divin e
plan for his recovery from sin
and death .

It has been said that the Bibl e
is the torch of civilization, and in
many respects this is true .
History shows that wherever th e
Bible is introduced into a na-
tion's cultural and religious life
the result has been beneficial to
that country or nation . The
moral principles expounded be -
come the standard of the na-
tional conscience . Nations have
based their laws on the concep t
of justice found in the Bible .

We believe, however, that
from the great Creator's stand -
point the purpose of the Bible is
much more pointed and specific .
We believe God intended that to
the believer the Bible woul d
explain the past, the present,

and the future of his dealings
with his human creation .

There is a special reward for
those who accept the fact that
the Bible is God's Word and be-
lieve what he said . In the Old
Testament the servants of God
were tested along this line . In
Genesis 15 :5,6 the Bible states ,
"And he [God] brought hi m
[Abram] forth abroad, and said ,
Look now toward heaven, an d
tell the stars, if thou be able to
number them : and he said unt o
him, So shall thy seed be . And
he believed in the Lord; and he
counted it to him for righteous-
ness . "

The Apostle James uses thi s
incident to illustrate the fac t
that faith, to be profitable and
pleasing to God, must b e
accompanied by works . In fact ,
it is by works that we prove our
faith in the promises of God .
James 2 :21-23 states, "Was not
Abraham our father justified by
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works, when he had offere d
Isaac his son upon the altar?
Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by work s
was faith made perfect? And the
scripture was fulfilled whic h
saith, Abraham believed God ,
and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness : and he was
called the Friend of God . "

Much of the Old Testament is
a record of God's dealings with
the nation of Israel . But this is
more than a mere historical
account . The Apostle Paul in
I Corinthians 10 :11 states that
the experiences of the nation of
Israel were not only for their
benefit, but were to be exam-
ples and illustrations to the
church during the Gospel Age .
The New Testament writers ,
under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, used these experience s
and certain features of the Law
as types and shadows of the re-
ality being developed during the
Gospel Age . For example, i n
Hebrews 8:4,5 the apostle
states, "Seeing that there are
priests that offer gifts accordin g
to the law : who serve unto the
example and shadow of heav-
enly things ." The priests wh o
served in the tabernacle under
the Law were pictures, o r
shadows, of the reality—th e
church .

We find, therefore, upon close
examination, that much of the

material in the Old Testamen t
and practically all of the New
Testament is focused towar d
one real objective, and that is to
call and instruct the footstep
followers of Jesus during the
Gospel Age .

The purpose of the various
epistles in the New Testament
becomes obvious when we ob-
serve to whom they were writ-
ten . The Apostle Paul addresses
his epistle to the Romans as
follows, "By whom we have re-
ceived grace and apostleship ,
for obedience to the faith among
all nations, for his name .
Among whom are ye also the
called of Jesus Christ : to all that
be in Rome, beloved of God ,
called to be saints . "

In I Corinthians the apostle
addresses the epistle "unto th e
church of God which is at Cor-
inth, to them that are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to b e
saints, with all that in ever y
place call upon the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours ." In II Corin-
thians the apostle addresses th e
epistle "unto the church of God
which is at Corinth, with all th e
saints which are in all Achaia ."
And in Philippians 1 :1 : "Paul
and Timotheus, the servants o f
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in
Christ Jesus which are at Phi-
lippi, with the bishops and dea-
cons ."
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LESSON FOR JUNE 22

Is the Bible Relevant?

MEMORY VERSE: "Whatsoever things were written afore -

time were written for our learning, that we through patienc e

and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope ."—Roman s

15 : 4

PSALM 19:7-11 ; MATTHEW 4 :1-1 0

IN OUR last lesson we deter -
mined that the Bible was written
primarily for the instruction of
the church during the Gospel
Age . To these, then, the Bible
becomes the only authentic
textbook, and in it they find
what the Lord would have the m
do and how to do it .

Jesus said in Matthew 4 :4 ,
"Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of
God." And in John 6 :63, "It is
the Spirit that quickeneth ; the
flesh profiteth nothing : the
words that I speak unto you ,
they are spirit, and they are
life . "

We therefore look to the Word
of God for a scripture to illus-
trate the point that has bee n
made, and for this purpose w e
will consider Romans, the 12th
chapter . In verse 1 the Apostle

Paul states, "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by th e
mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice ,
holy, acceptable unto God ,
which is your reasonable ser-
vice ." As footstep followers o f
the Master, who offered u p
himself unto God (Heb . 7:27 ;
9 :14), we are here reminded
that we too are invited to offe r
ourselves with him as living
sacrifices justified by the bloo d
of Christ for this very purpose .
—Rom. 6:1-10; II Tim. 2:11 ;
Col . 3 :1-4 ; Phil . 3 :8-11 ; Rom.
5 :9-1 1

Then in verse 2 the Apostl e
Paul states, "And be no t
conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prov e
what is that good, and accept -
able, and perfect, will of God."
The footstep follower of Jesus i s
in the world but is not to be a
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part of it . But having inherite d
the weakness of the flesh an d
having a mind that has been
trained and conformed to th e
things of this world, the renew-
ing of our worldly minds be -
comes the chief problem of th e
child of the Lord . The thought of
renewing is probably better ex -
pressed as a renovation, a com-
plete turning around . As chil-
dren of the world our thoughts
and actions are for the most part
centered around self, but as
footstep followers of Jesus ou r
thoughts and actions must be
trained to be selfless, and moti-
vated by love for the Lord, the
truth, and the brethren .

In verses 3 to 8 the Apostl e
Paul indicates the attitude an d
frame of mind necessary to b e
pleasing to the Heavenly Fa-
ther . These verses also express
how the Christian conforms his
attitudes and service to the body
of Christ . First, the child of the
Lord must be humble, realizin g
that of himself he has nothing to
boast of. The only reason that
the Christian has a standing be -
fore the Lord is that he is cov-
ered by the robe of Christ' s
righteousness, and it is incum-
bent upon him to realize that
every other true Christian is
covered by the same robe . Verse
5 states, "So we, being many ,
are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of

another ." The apostle then pro-
ceeds to discuss the gifts an d
abilities of each member of the
body, pointing out that none has
precedence over the other .
Every member contribute s
equally to the body and it s
united service to the Lord .

In verses 9 to 21 the Apostle
Paul is specific in his instruc-
tions as to how we as Christians
are to go about the renewing o f
our minds . Verse 9, for exam-
ple, states that our love for the
brethren is not to be hypocriti-
cal; but we must learn to
overlook the idiosyncrasies of
the fellow members of the body
and endeavor to see in them
what God sees in them—their
zeal and love for the Lord an d
his truth, etc . In addition, w e
must learn to love righteousnes s
so much that we will abhor, o r
hate, that which is evil . And so
each of the succeeding verses in
this chapter gives specific in-
structions as to how the child of
the Lord is to transform his
mind .

Verse 21 of this chapter give s
a summary in a few words o f
what the results will be of the
renewing of our minds if we
faithfully adhere to the princi-
ples set forth : "Be not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with
good . "

The Bible is relevant, espe-
cially to the household of faith .
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LESSON FOR JUNE 29

A New Person for Christ

MEMORY VERSE : "I am crucified with Christ : nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ."=Galations 2 :2 0
JOHN 15 :1-1 1

TO BE a new person in Christ it
is necessary that the old perso n
be dead. (Rom. 6:3-5) That i s
why in our memory verse the
Apostle Paul says that he i s
"crucified with Christ ." This
does not mean that the Christian
is literally crucified, but rather
that he has determined no
longer to live to satisfy the in-
terests of the flesh, but to liv e
unto the spirit . And as was em-
phasized in our last lesson, this
redirecting of our interests and
thoughts involves the renewing
or renovating of our minds . —
Rom. 12 :1,2 ; Col . 3 :1-4

Jesus, when speaking to th e
rich young ruler who had ex -
pressed the desire to have life
and to be a disciple of the Lord ,
said, "One thing thou lackest :
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou
hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in
heaven : and come, take up the
cross, and follow me."—
Mark 10 :21

Here Jesus indicates that the
first condition to becoming a
footstep follower is to dives t
oneself of all earthly interests ,
aims, and desires, and take u p
the cross and follow him ; that is ,
to lay one's life down in the way
that Jesus laid his down—in the
service of God, the truth, an d
the brethren . From God's view -
point the footstep follower of
Jesus is dead as a son of Adam
and is begotten to a new life, a
spiritual life . This begettal wil l
result in birth to a spiritual life
in the first resurrection if one is
faithful .—II Cor . 5 :17; II Pet .
1 :3,4 ; Rev . 2 :10; II Tim. 2:12 ;
I Cor . 15:23 ; Rev . 20: 6

Because the new person in
Christ is begotten to a new spir-
itual nature, the Heavenly Fa-
ther enlightens his mind to en -
able him to discern spiritua l
thoughts for the reason that, if
he is to live, he must live by
spiritual things, having re-
nounced the things of the flesh .
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These thoughts, though re-
corded centuries ago, have been
a mystery to those who have not
been blessed with this enlight-
enment of mind .

In I Corinthians 2 :6-8,10,
12-14 the Apostle Paul states ,
"Howbeit we speak wisdom
among them that are perfect:
yet not the wisdom of this world ,
nor of the princes of this world ,
that come to nought: but we
speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wis-
dom, which God ordained be -
fore the world unto our glory :
which none of the princes of thi s
world knew: for had they know n
it, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory . . . . But God
hath revealed them unto us b y
his Spirit : for the Spirit search-
eth all things, yea, the deep
things of God . . . . Now we hav e
received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know th e
things that are freely given to us
of God . Which things also w e
speak, not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Spirit teacheth ;
comparing spiritual things with
spiritual . But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God : for they are fool-
ishness unto him : neither can h e
know them, because they ar e
spiritually discerned ."

And so the new person in
Christ is given an insight into
spiritual things for the very
purpose that he might under -
stand something of God' s
thoughts and be instructed b y
him .

In our selected scripture text
of John 15:1-11 Jesus speaks of
the Christian's development
along spiritual lines as bearing
fruit . In verses 7 and 8 we read ,
"If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall as k
what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you . Herein is my Fathe r
glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples . "

This development along spiri-
tual lines is brought about b y
walking in the footsteps of
Jesus ; that is, by being obedient
to the instructions in God' s
Word, by suffering, and by
laying our lives down in th e
service of the Lord, the truth ,
and the brethren .

The Apostle Paul tells us in
Galatians 5:22-25 what this fruit
of the Spirit is, "But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace ,
longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance . . . . And they that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts . If
we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit ."
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

The Intents of the Heart

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper tha n
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunde r
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart . Neither i s
there any creature that is not manifest in his sight : but al l
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with who m
we have to do ."—Hebrews 4 :12,1 3

IT IS not surprising to be reminded by the Scriptures that th e
great Creator of the universe is able to read our thoughts an d
to discern even the intents of our hearts. It would be unrea-
sonable to suppose that he who created the brain would no t
be able to read the thoughts which are recorded on the brain .
We are reminded of this in connection with the anointing of
David to be the successor of Saul in the rulership of Israel .
David was a son of Jesse, and Jesse had several sons . And
when the Prophet Samuel appeared to anoint one of these to
be king of Israel, David, apparently the youngest, was no t
even considered . He was left in the field to care for th e
sheep .

The rejection by God of the other sons of Jesse was indi-
cated, and when Samuel asked if there were still others ,
David was brought in and proved to be the Lord's choice ,
with the explanation that while man looks on the outward ap-
pearance as his way of judging character, "God looketh o n
the heart . "

The fact that our thoughts are naked before the Lord shoul d
make us exceedingly careful of our words, thoughts, an d
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doings . What a control this should be upon our thoughts and
our lips! Many times, probably, words which we would spea k
in the presence of the brethren would be kept sealed up i n
our thoughts if we remembered that the Lord knows about
them anyway .

On the other hand, the knowledge that God knows our
weaknesses should not be a great discouragement, for i t
reminds us that we have a sympathetic High Priest to who m
we can go for mercy when we have failed, and find grace t o
help in time of need . And we are encouraged through our
knowledge of the atoning blood of Christ to go boldly to th e
throne of grace if we are sincere in our hearts . Sincerity and a
conscience in harmony with the Lord's will are two of th e
vital needs of a follower of Jesus .

Jesus Our Exempla r

In Psalm 40, verse 9, we find Jesus prophetically speakin g
of himself and saying, "I have preached righteousness in the
great congregation : lo, I have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord ,
thou knowest ." Knowing that God can read our hearts, ca n
we say to him as Jesus said, "0 Lord, thou knowest"? Can
we say to him, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart : try
me, and know my thoughts"?—Ps . 139:23

The Apostle Peter seemed sure of the determination of his
heart to serve the Lord . We have an example of this in hi s
conversation with Jesus on the shore of Galilee after th e
Master had been raised from the dead . "Jesus saith to Simon
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these?" (John 21 :15) On the night before the crucifixion ,
when Jesus said that all his disciples would forsake him ,
Peter affirmed that even if all the others did he would not .
Thus he claimed a greater love for Jesus than did the others .
It turned out that he was the only one who denied Jesus . So
now Jesus was asking, "Lovest thou me more than these? "

Peter did not then claim to love Jesus more than the other s
did, but he did affirm his love . He said, "Yea, Lord ; thou
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knowest that I love thee ." Then Jesus asked Peter again th e
second time, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" Pete r
answered, "Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I love thee . He
saith unto him, Feed my sheep ."

Then Jesus said to Peter the third time, "Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me?" Peter was grieved because Jesu s
had asked him the same question the third time, and he re -
plied to the Master, "Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou
knowest that I love thee . Jesus saith untd him, Feed m y
sheep ."—John 21 :1 7

Peter's experience in denying the Lord had taught him that
his Master, like the Heavenly Father himself, could read th e
thoughts and intents of the heart, for Jesus had told Peter of
his forthcoming denial and Peter asserted that he would
never do anything like this, but he did, so now he knew tha t
Jesus could read his thoughts and the intents of his heart .
God knew Peter's heart, and he knows ours . This wound be
terrifying but for the knowledge that we have an Advocat e
with the Father, who is Jesus, and who in his love mad e
provision through his blood for our unwilling imperfections .

I Know Thy Works

The ability of our Heavenly Father to read the thoughts an d
intents of our hearts was also possessed by Jesus, and espe -
cially so following his resurrection and exaltation to th e
divine nature. In his messages to the seven churches, as
recorded in the second and third chapters of Revelation, this
is brought very vividly to our attention . To the church at
Ephesus Jesus said, "I know thy works, and thy labor, an d
thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are
evil : and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles ,
and are not, and hast found them liars : and hast borne, and
hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored, and has t
not fainted ."—Rev. 2:2, 3

Would this be true of us, or would the Lord also say to us a s
he did to the church at Ephesus, "I have somewhat agains t
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thee, because thou hast left thy first love"? Do we remember
our "first love"—our enthusiasm over the vision of truth? A t
that time nothing could stand in our way . There was no task
in connection with the service of God that was too difficult ,
and no sacrifice too great . The dull, drab cares of life took on
a brightness we never knew before. "Sweet prospects, sweet
birds, and sweet flowers" all gained new sweetness. We
loved the Lord's people, not just on occasion or when w e
would see them at meeting, but all the time, and were willin g
to lay down our life for them at any time . We sought ou t
every possible opportunity for service to the brethren, an d
for bearing witness to the glorious Gospel of the kingdom .

This was our first love . Can we now say to the Lord, as
Peter did, "Thou knowest that I love thee ." Yea, I love the e
and love thy people and love the truth today more than I eve r
did before . Thou knowest that I have lost none of m y
enthusiasm, none of my first love zeal . Thou knowest that
today, even as when you revealed yourself to me through th e
truth, I have the same consuming zeal to serve thee as I ha d
at the beginning . You know, dear Lord, I have not lost m y
"first love." Would we want to admit to the Lord that this
was not true?

To Thyatira

To the church at Thyatira the resurrected Jesus said, " I
know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and th y
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than th e
first ." (Rev . 2 :19) What a wonderful commendation this was !
And why should it not be also true of us? Instead of losing ou r
first love and zeal, why should it not increase? Why not mor e
works now than at the beginning? The Lord is the same ; the
truth is the same . Why should we allow ourselves to change
and become indifferent to the privileges the Lord has opene d
up to us through the truth? And why not more charity, or
love—a love that manifests itself toward the Lord, the
brethren, and the truth ; a love that urges us on to sacrific e

(Continued on page 381
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(Continued from page 31 )

time and strength and means in the promotion of the truth ,
bearing witness to the glorious Gospel of the kingdom?

And why not more faith? Certainly since we first knew th e
Lord the outworking of his plan in fulfillment of prophecy
should have increased our faith . The overruling of his provi-
dential care in our lives should also have increased our faith .
The joys of sacrificial service for the Lord, and truth, and th e
brethren should also have increased our faith .

In our earnest desire to please the Lord and to be worthy o f
his love, should we not go to him in our prayers and give as-
surance that we are aware that he knoweth all things, eve n
the thoughts and intents of our hearts, and ask him to help u s
overcome any selfish spirit we may have, ask him to detec t
the smallest beginnings of defiling sin in our hearts and t o
cleanse us from secret faults? And since he knows all things ,
he knows that the greatest desire of our hearts is to hear hi m
say, "Thou art worthy," and to know when we hear this that
he is speaking to us .
Promises to the Churches

In addition to Jesus' appraisal of the heart condition of hi s
people in the seven churches, he also makes promises to the
truly faithful among them . Surely we want to be worthy of th e
Master's love, that these promises may in due time be ful-
filled in us . We want to be worthy in order that we may "ea t
of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise o f
God ." We want to be faithful unto death, that we may
receive the promised crown of life . We want to be worthy o f
eating of the hidden manna—the antitype of the golden bow l
of manna which was placed in the ark of the covenant in th e
Most Holy of the tabernacle .

And what a precious promise is the one pertaining to a
white stone! We want to be worthy to receive this "whit e
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no ma n
knoweth save he that receiveth it ." How wonderful it will be
to receive that new name !
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We want also to be worthy of receiving power over the
nations, even as Jesus promised, so that in the outworkin g
of his great plan we may ultimately have the opportunity o f
blessing those of the nations who come into harmony with th e
righteous rulership of the glorious thousand-year kingdom o f
righteousness and life . We want to be worthy of having ou r
names written in the book of life, and of experiencing th e
ineffable joy of having our names confessed before th e
Father and before the angels .

What a joy it will be to have written upon us the name of
our God and the name of the city of our God—the new Jeru -
salem . May we be worthy of receiving this high honor fro m
our Heavenly Father! We know that all these wonderfu l
promises will be fulfilled in the bride of Christ, who through -
out the age has been making herself ready and worthy .

Now that we are in the end of the age and in the time of th e
Master's second presence, have we heard his knock, an d
have we invited him to come into our hearts and sup with us ?

May the dear Lord help us, indeed, to hear and obey wha t
"the spirit says unto the churches ." Let us ever remembe r
that our thoughts are naked before him ; that he can read no t
only our thoughts, but the intents of our hearts . Can we sin-
cerely say to him, "0 Lord, thou knowest that I love thee" ?

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

JUNE 5—"In Thee, 0 Lord, do I put
my trust ."—Psalm 31 :1 (Z . '95-15 7
Hymn 307 )

JUNE 12—"This one thing I do . "
—Philippians 3 :13 (Z . '95-250 Hymn
160 )

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

JUNE 19—"Light [Truth] is sown fo r
the righteous, and gladness [the joys
of the Truth] for the upright in heart. "
—Psalm 97 :11 (Z . '96-55 Hymn 193 )
JUNE 26—"Wherefore, holy breth-
ren, partakers of the heavenly calling ,
consider the Apostle and High Priest
of our profession, Christ Jesus ." —
Hebrews 3:1 (Z . '96-208 Hymn 163 )
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The British Section

Discipleship Put to the Test
Luke 9:57-62

THE incidents recorded in these
verses took place when our Lord
was going in a southerly direc-
tion from Galilee to Judea fo r
the last time . Previously Jesu s
had, after meeting with the
woman of Samaria, been gladl y
received by the Samaritan s
when he visited the town o f
Sychar . (John 4:39-42) But on
this later occasion, "because hi s
face was as though he were go-
ing to Jerusalem," they did not
receive hint—Luke 9 :53, R .V .

They would doubtless argue ,
why go up to Jerusalem, the re-
ligious center of Jewish wor-
ship? Has not Gerizim with its
natural sanctuary and altar
where Joshua uttered the bless-
ings upon the tribes as much
claim to be the center of reli-
gious worship as Jerusalem ?
(Deut . 27 :1-12 ; Joshua 8 :30-35 )
The Samaritans did not now re-
ceive Jesus ; therefore he and
his company "went to anothe r
village . "

An Offer of Service

The account tells us that after

they had resumed their journey
toward Jerusalem, presumably
the following morning, one of
the company said to Jesus, " I
will follow thee whithersoeve r
thou goest . " From the Master ' s
reply it seems that he saw that
this would-be disciple wa s
promising more than he would
be able to perform. He there -
fore, in substance, said to th e
man, "Do you realise that in be -
coming my disciple it will mea n
the denying yourself of many
earthly rights and privileges an d
comforts, many things that ten d
to make one feel at home in the
body, satisfied and contente d
with the present life and it s
arrangements? The foxes an d
the birds of the air have a set-
tled dwelling place, a home they
can call their own; but the Mas-
ter has nowhere that he can call
his home, to which at any time
he could retire for rest and recu-
peration . "

None but the very sincer e
would likely be attracted to fol-
low a leader under such circum-
stances . Among those who hav e
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recognised Jesus as the Re-
deemer, sent from God, and
who have had the words of eter-
nal life, how many more woul d
have been willing to devot e
themselves to his service if th e
provision for their earthly com-
forts, including a very good in -
come and home, could be guar-
anteed, together with a goodly
measure of honour and respec t
from their fellows !

But the course our Master
trod did not bring him thes e
blessings—not even a very
small increase of earthly wealth
or honour . His was indeed a
path of suffering and sacrifice ,
of misunderstanding and oppo-
sition ; and Jesus would make
this position quite clear to thos e
who would consecrate their lives
to God through him . "If any will
come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cros s
daily, and follow me ." (Luke
9 :23) How important, therefore ,
before we decide to become dis-
ciples of the Lord Jesus, that we
seek to take into consideration
the trials and difficulties of the
way—to sit down first and count
the cost .

Invitation to Discipleship

Jesus said to another, who
quite possibly had just heard the
Master tell of some of the self-
denials involved in walking th e
narrow way, "Follow me ." This

one replied, "Sir, permit me
first to go and bury my father . "
(verse 59, Diaglott) Of cours e
we could not think our Lord
would in an indiscriminate way
quickly extend, in a few words ,
such an invitation to one wh o
had just drawn near and heard a
little of his preaching .

The worldly are not called to
follow Jesus in the way of sacri-
fice until a change of heart an d
mind has taken place . First they
are called to repentance . (Act s
17:30) Those who repent of thei r
past life of disharmony with God
and seek to know the will of th e
Lord more clearly are, through
the Word of truth, being drawn
to the Lord . They realise that i n
their own righteousness they
cannot be acceptable to th e
Lord. But they know that the
righteousness of Christ has
been provided to cover their im-
perfection; so they present
themselves to God in full conse-
cration, in faith believing that
through Christ their offerin g
will be holy and acceptable to
God .

Instead of this man being a
casual hearer, we see from what
is recorded that he understood
much of what our Lord had been
teaching, for he is invited, "Go
thou and preach the kingdom o f
God ." And if we would preac h
the glad tidings to others w e
surely need to have a goo d
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grasp of the message of salva-
tion ourselves .

This one, it would appear, was
more ready to be useful in the
service of the Master than th e
man who had previously made
an offer of discipleship . He had
some understanding, and was a
little nearer to a condition of ful l
consecration . There was a will-
ingness to devote himself to th e
Lord's service, whatever th e
cost . However, something stood
in his way, and he replied ,
"Suffer me first to go and bur y
my father ."—A.V .

Various commentators have
concluded that the father in
question was not yet dead, and
that his son, the would-be disci-
ple, desired to postpone casting
in his lot with the Saviour unti l
after the father had died, and h e
had come into the property . We
could not for a moment thin k
that our Lord would be unwill-
ing, or suggesting that his pro-
spective follower should not
stop for the funeral . Jesus was
undoubtedly asking him to d o
something that would be to him
a real act of self-denial ; and we
are here reminded of our Lord' s
words to Peter, "Lovest thou m e
more than these?"—these fish-
ing boats, nets, and earthly in-
terests .—John 21 :1 5

In all probability our Lor d
knew something of this would -
be disciple's earthly relations,

and that there were other mem-
bers of the family well able to
look after the interests of the el-
derly father, who were not
appreciative of the great truth
that Messiah had come, an d
that he was inviting some to for -
sake all to follow him, and tha t
as a reward they were to be with
him in his heavenly kingdom .
The reply Jesus gave to this one
shows us the importance h e
attaches to every service we can
render to God's great cause, fo r
he said, "Leave the dead one s
[unbelievers, who have no union
with the Life-giver] to inter their
own dead ; but go thou and pub-
lish the kingdom of God ."—
Luke 9 :60, Diaglot t

Is It Not Time to Awake ?
The whole world is already

dead from the divine stand-
point . The sentence of death
that was passed upon Adam
involved all of his children . The
only ones the Scriptures recog-
nise as possessed of any life at
the present time are those who
become related to Jesus the
Life-giver . The Master inti-
mates that all such should take a
different view of life from
others . There are plenty in th e
world who can attend to the
earthly things, few who can at -
tend to the greater and more
important work of proclaimin g
the kingdom and gathering th e
kingdom class .
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This is the most important
work because it is God's work .
And those who engage in it are
co-labourers with God . Be it no-
ticed again that it was the
kingdom of God that was worthy
of this preaching and this sacri-
fice . Alas, how strange it is that
so little of the preaching today i s
along this line! Is it not time for
all earnest Christians to awaken
to the great privilege of preach-
ing the same message that th e
Master and the appointed apos-
tles proclaimed ?

There are many necessar y
things to be done for humanity' s
welfare and comfort, whether it
be for them personally or for so-
ciety in general . But these can
very well be carried out by good ,
well-meaning people of the
world who have not been privi-
leged to see the truth and the
heavenly calling . The lesson
here is, let these perform th e
necessary and important duties
in the way of social and politica l
reforms, moral uplift, and s o
forth, but "go thou and publis h
the kingdom of God." The
Lord 's followers have this more
important work to do .

The Lord, at his first advent ,
was energetic in proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom .
"And Jesus went about all th e
cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and preach-
ing the Gospel of the kingdom ."

(Matt . 9 :35 ; Isa . 61 :1) He had
been anointed to do this very
work, and he sets before hi s
would-be followers the privileg e
of engaging in the same work h e
himself was carrying forward .

A Further Offer of Servic e

Another—who had been lis-
tening and evidently drinking in
the wonderful words of life, and
was prompted to throw in his lot
with the Master—made one
stipulation : "I will follow thee ,
Lord; but first suffer me to bid
farewell to them that are at my
house ."—R .V .

Again it should be noted that
the Master surely would not be
so unreasonable as to suggest
that this man must not say
goodbye and tell his family what
he intended to do . Jesus prob-
ably knew how they would em-
phasise the unpopularity of th e
message and question whether
it were true . They would doubt -
less also want to know by what
means his expenses would b e
met, and stress the great pity o f
giving up his present calling in
life, as well as the domesti c
happiness which was his .

The Master's warning to him ,
"No man, having put his han d
to the plough, and looking back ,
is fit for the kingdom of God, "
seems to suggest that he appre-
hended the weight some of th e
family's arguments would hav e
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upon the prospective disciple ,
and how he would be in dange r
of looking back to some of the
pleasant things he would b e
leaving behind, and not only so ,
but perhaps turning back to
them .

Similarly, in running a race ,
any looking back of necessity
slackens the speed of the run-
ner . This would be true also i n
the race set before us in the
Gospel . If we sigh for some of
the things left behind—fleshly
hopes and ambitions, with the
many comforts of the presen t
life which often can be secure d
only at the sacrifice of heavenly
privileges and blessings—it wil l
certainly mean a slackening o f
our pace in running for the
heavenly prize .

Ploughing requires that the
eye be continually on the furrow
and the energies bent to the
work we have begun to do . Only
in this way can the work of grace
in ourselves continue to go for -
ward, that in due time we may
be fit for the kingdom, fitted
"for the portion of the saints '
inheritance in the light" —
Colossians 1 :12, Diaglott

We must be thoroughly im -

bued with a zeal for God and fo r
righteousness, must gain some
reasonable conception of the
good things which God has i n
reservation for the faithful ,
must have some appreciation of
the kingdom privileges ; else we
will not be persevering enoug h
or zealous enough to "fight th e
good fight of faith" and over -
come the spirit of the world ,
with the Lord's assisting grace .
It will require these qualities of
heart, in addition to the grace ,
mercy, and strength which th e
Lord has promised, to enable u s
to take up our cross daily an d
follow the Lord in the narrow
way of self-sacrifice.

It was not only a kindness o n
the Lord's part to make clear
and definite the terms of the
sacrifice, but it was reasonabl e
also that he should not entic e
any into taking such a cours e
contrary to the true zeal of thei r
hearts . It was eminently prope r
that he should put the matter
just as he did, and that we, as
his followers and mouthpieces ,
should present the matter to on e
another, and to all who purpos e
to become his disciples ; in the
same straightforward manner .

D

If any will come after me, let him deny himself, and tak e

up his cross daily, and follow me .—Luke 9 :2 3

44

	

THE DAWN



Vineyard Echoes

Vineyard Echoes of the Past
Part II

Growing in Grace

AS A result of my mother and my aunt attending the Bible
Students Convention, which I have already mentioned, the y
became deeply interested in the truth and went on to cons e -
cration . My father's sister—my Aunt Clara—had two grow n
daughters who listened to the truth as presented to them b y
their mother, and they accepted the message and made a ful l
consecration to the Lord .

Then there was a great uncle and his wife who also becam e
interested—interested enough to open their home for a
meeting .

So almost before we knew it we had the makings of a smal l
ecclesia . We began to hold regular meetings, and used
Tabernacle Shadows as a textbook . Just why we decided o n
Tabernacle Shadows as our initial study I will never know ,
except possibly because it was the first book written by
Pastor Russell . We found the subject matter rather difficult ,
but nevertheless we received a blessing as we proceeded
with each meeting .

Finally we came to the place in the Tabernacle Shadows
where Brother Russell brings out the thought that sister s
should wear a head covering at meetings of the consecrated
people of God . This precipitated the first real trial and crisi s
that came into my young Christian life . All of the sisters
refused to cover their heads in any way at the meetings .
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Their reasoning seemed sound . They said, "We are simpl y
sitting down in our own homes to study the Bible, and wh y
should we go through all that formality?" But to me it was a
serious matter and gave me much vexation of spirit . I argue d
with them, but to no avail . Working in the sawmill in th e
daytime there was much noise all around me, so I could eve n
sing without anyone knowing about it and I found my favorit e
hymn to be, "If I in thy likeness, 0 Lord, may awake, and
shine a pure image of thee, then I shall be satisfied when I
can break the fetters of flesh and be free . "

I was sure as a result of this great trial that had come to m e
for what I believed was my faithful stand for the truth and fo r
my Lord, that I had just about made my calling and electio n
sure and would soon be glorified . I still believe that the Lor d
is pleased to have the sisters cover their heads in meetings ,
but I realize now, as I look back upon my childish reasonin g
at that time, that I made a much greater issue out of thi s
matter than should have been made . I am thankful that th e
Lord was patient with me and that the issue graduall y
receded and the class was not divided, which could hav e
been the case had I insisted on my way just a little mor e
rigidly .

Having formed an ecclesia, we sent in a request to th e
Bible House for pilgrim service, and we were blessed fro m
time to time by visits of one or another of the pilgrims .
Among them we had young Brother Walter Bundy, and w e
had Brother Frank Draper, and also Brother John Harrison .
Brother Harrison, by the way, was the grandfather of Broth-
ers Roy and Martin Mitchell and Sister Norma Mitchell, wh o
were long-time members of the New York Bible Student s
Church, their mother before them also being a member o f
this congregation . Sister Norma Mitchell—the only one o f
these still living—is still a faithful member of the New Yor k
Church .

We also had as a visiting pilgrim, Brother Benjamin H .
Barton, and how well I remember some of the details of hi s

46

	

THE DAWN



visits! As I already mentioned, my father had been an
Adventist . Before moving to the location where I consecrated ,
we had lived in an area about twenty-five miles away, where
there was an Advent Church, and to this he belonged . But
the truth began to have its effect in this church—largely, I
think, as a result of my father's witnessing—so that nearly al l
in the congregation accepted the glorious Gospel of the king -
dom . The result of this was that these brethren took contro l
of the church and held their meetings there .

Knowing that Brother Barton was a good public speaker ,
we decided to take him into this area, and an arrangemen t
was made to hold a public meeting in this former Adven t
Church . The church was packed that night, and Brother Bar -
ton gave an eloquent discourse on the subject, "The Trut h
About Hell ." He quoted many of the usual scriptures used i n
presenting this subject, explaining the meaning of sheol and
hades and Gehenna, which are translated hell in the King
James Version of the Bible, and then he went to some of th e
symbolic passages of the sacred Scriptures which are fre-
quently used in an attempt to prove the theory of eternal tor-
ture .

Finally he turned to Revelation 14 :9-11 and read it : "And
the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, I f
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive hi s
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink o f
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out withou t
mixture into the cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the hol y
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke o f
their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever : and they hav e
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image ,
and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name . "

Brother Barton called attention to the fact that the smoke o f
the torment referred to here ascended forever and ever "i n
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of th e
Lamb ." Thus, he said—and rightly so—the smoke of thi s
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torment arose in heaven, because this is where the hol y
angels and the Lamb reside . So he concluded from this, fo r
the benefit of the audience, that if this be literally true i t
would mean that it would be as smoky in heaven for all eter-
nity as it is in Pittsburgh . By way of explanation I might add
that at that time Pittsburgh was considered to be one of th e
smokiest cities in the country, if not in the world ; so his illus-
tration made the point .

Brother Barton explained simply that we think of smoke as
the evidence that there has been a fire . Here, the smoke of
their torment would be the memory of their torment, and thi s
would never be forgotten by the angels nor by the Lamb, and
as a matter of fact, neither by mankind in general .

In those days there were no automobiles . One could trave l
by bicycle, or walk, or use a horse and buggy . My father had
a three-seated buggy, which needed two horses, and he had
the horses. So from time to time our little class would pil e
into this oversized buggy and drive to visit a neighborin g
ecclesia . They were small ecclesias, but there were several
within twenty-five or thirty miles from where we lived . We
would usually do this on the occasion of a pilgrim visit .
Another pilgrim who visited us during that period wa s
Brother Frank Draper, and what a blessing we all enjoyed i n
fellowship with our brethren in another ecclesia and hearing
Brother Draper give his discourse !

But capping the climax of all this was a visit from Brothe r
Russell himself . This had been arranged by Brother Ingra m
Margeson of Boston, Massachusetts, formerly of Nov a
Scotia . He arranged for Brother Russell to come to our terri -
tory, where a number of local conventions were scheduled,
together with public meetings . His first stop was our littl e
village of twelve hundred people—Berwick—and naturall y
we felt very honored . We secured the only auditorium i n
town, which seated about two hundred people .

Brother Russell traveled in a special car hitched to a regu-
lar train, and when he came into our territory there wer e
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about thirty brethren with him . We had worked hard for this
convention—and it was a convention, because Brothe r
Russell addressed the friends in the afternoon . The publi c
meeting was to be in the evening, and a few of us in the terri -
tory had traveled up and down the country—some walkin g
and some on bicycles—distributing the advertising matter .

We were so sure, from the reports we had read, that ou r
little hall holding two hundred would be far too small to hol d
those who would want to hear him . Imagine our surprise ,
therefore, when we went to the hall that evening, togethe r
with the other brethren, and waited for the public to come .
Our turnout of the public was exactly three people! However ,
Brother Russell gave his talk on the subject "To Hell an d
Back" with the same zest and enthusiasm as though he wer e
addressing three thousand people, and we all felt that we ha d
been blessed .

That night, after the public meeting, the friends who cam e
with Brother Russell, plus some others who were joining th e
party, boarded the train and went along with him to his next
stop . This was Halifax, and the attendance at this conventio n
was probably as many as two hundred . Here also there was a
public meeting, and well attended . And here also there was a
baptismal service . Brother Russell gave the discourse o n
baptism, and I was one of the brethren to be baptized . Being
immature in the truth I got the opinion that when I was raised
up from the water I should feel some special surge of th e
Holy Spirit, or something that would make me realize that I
had been accepted by the Lord .

But nothing like this occurred, and only after further con-
sideration and discussion with the brethren I realized that I
had been looking for something that does not occur on suc h
occasions . I had faithfully obeyed the instructions of th e
Lord, and my part now was faithfully to believe that the Lor d
would fulfill his promises and that my consecrated life, if I
continued to be faithful, would ultimately result in glory ,
honor, and immortality .
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The convention party moved on from here to a slightl y
smaller city, (Truro), where there was another local conven-
tion . Brother Russell spoke to the brethren in the afternoon ,
and a public meeting was arranged for the evening . Here the
auditorium was too small properly to hold all who attended .
About forty of the brethren were selected to sit on the stage
behind Brother Russell to make room for more of the public ,
and to my consternation I was one of those selected . I fel t
awkward, but at the same time was happy to be able to sit s o
close to where Brother Russell spoke .

Brother Russell's topic for that evening was, "A Thief i n
Paradise, A Rich Man in Hell, and Lazarus in Abraham's Bo-
som ." I never have been disappointed in Brother Russell, al -
though in my long association with him sometimes I was sur -
prised, and this was one of those occasions . Brother Russel l
talked for at least an hour and a half, presenting the plan o f
God without even mentioning his subject, but when he go t
around to it he spent sufficient time on each item of his sub -
ject to explain it beautifully . Meanwhile, of course, many o f
the public had left the auditorium, but Brother Russell di d
not seem concerned with this . He had given the majority of
them a good witness to the truth of the divine plan, and t o
him that was all that mattered .

Having spent these three days in close association wit h
Brother Russell, the thought began crystalizing in my min d
that I must spend more time in the service of the Lord . I real -
ized now as never before that, unless there are circumstance s
which make it impossible, one's consecration means full-tim e
service of the Lord, and I began thinking along that line .
About the only full-time service then available was the col-
porteur work, and I decided to enter this work as soon as pos -
sible .—W . Norman Woodwort h

"The Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; therefore will I hope in him .
The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him .
It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation
of the Lord ."—Lamentations 3 :24-26
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Talking Things Ove r

The General Convention Is Near
ANY who have had a part in the preparations fora conventio n
can appreciate, at least in part, the work and planning tha t
must be done in advance in order to insure a smooth-runnin g
and profitable convention .

Before the 1974 convention ended, the newly elected com -
mittee met to lay the groundwork for the 1975 convention .
The problems that developed were discussed and measure s
taken to correct them . One of these problems that was par-
ticularly annoying to the friends was the plumbing in th e
dormitories . The management of the college agreed to see
that this was corrected, and the committee has since receive d
word that the corrective plumbing work has been completed .

At the next meeting of the committee, in November, th e
convention program began to take shape . The first consider-
ation was the theme text, since the theme text sets the ton e
of the convention and reflects what, in the minds of the com-
mittee, should be emphasized in our Christian lives at thi s
time—especially in view of the world conditions and the
probable shortness of time for the church this side the veil .

Many texts were considered, but I! Peter 1 :10,11 was se-
lected as best expressing what the committee felt was th e
most important aspect of the Christian walk today : "Where -
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your callin g
and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall :
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantl y
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesu s
Christ . "

What an encouraging statement by the Apostle Peter !
Surely whatever we can do that would grant to us an .

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

51



To whet your appetite for the 1975 spiritual feast we sho w

here some random views of happy brethren attending the

1974 convention at Albion . You will observe (upper right )

that the door is still open !
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"abundant" entrance into the kingdom would be the things
that should receive our complete attention .

How wonderful is the thought of an abundant entrance! No
one who is successful in attaining to that high goal will b e
made to feel that he "just made it," but his entrance will be a
joyous one, the type of reception accorded a victor or con-
queror . In harmony with this thought is the promise of ou r
Lord, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me i n
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down wit h
my Father in his throne."—Rev. 3:2 1

But what are "these things" that we must do in order t o
attain the abundant entrance into the kingdom that is so de -
sired by all of us? Going back to the beginning of the chapte r
to pick up the context, the apostle tells us in the 3rd verse ,
"According as his divine power hath given unto us all thing s
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledg e
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue . "

It is by the divine power of the Holy Spirit that God has re-
vealed to us the things that pertain to life and godliness, an d
it is by revealing himself to us through his Word that we ar e
inspired to endeavor to walk in the footsteps of Jesus . The
experiences that we have in this consecrated walk will wor k
out in us the peaceable fruits of righteousness if we are
rightly exercised .—Heb . 12 :1 1

In verse 5 of our theme text the apostle begins t o
enumerate the various Christian qualities that must be pres -
ent in each of us if we will attain to that abundant entranc e
that is waiting at the end of our Christian walk . "Giving al l
diligence, add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ;
and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience ;
and to patience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity [love] . For if thes e
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shal l
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ . "

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

53



54

	

THE DAWN



There will be two symposium sessions in which capabl e
brethren will discuss the several facets of the Christian char -
acter enumerated in our text by the Apostle Peter . We are
certain that these discussions will be very profitable to all of
us who are endeavoring to be conformed to the image o f
God's dear Son .

The first symposium will deal with four of these facets of
Christian character : faith, virtue, knowledge, and temper-
ance. The second symposium will consider patience, godli-
ness, brotherly kindness, and love .

All of these things become a part of our Christian charac-
ters only because of our experiences, and then only if we ar e
rightly exercised by them .

In verse 8 of our theme text the apostle says, "For if thes e
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shal l
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ ." It is not only necessary that these things b e
rooted in our minds, but they must abound . The thought i n
the Greek is superabound ; that is, that the facets of characte r
enumerated must be such an integral part of our makeup tha t
they will find expression in and dominate our every though t
and act .

Panel Discussion

There will be a very interesting and helpful panel discus-
sion on the third day of the convention . The subject for dis-
cussion is important and timely, "The Lord's Presence . "
This seems to be one of the truths that comes under the most
persistent and devious attacks by the Adversary . What
proofs do we have that the second presence of the Lord has i n
fact come to pass? What do we mean when we say the Lor d
is present? Do we mean that he was to be with the churc h
always? These and many other points will be raised and deal t
with . The result for you will be a strengthened faith in thi s
very important doctrine .
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Baptismal Servic e

The friends who had the privilege of attending the baptis-
mal service last year will, we are sure, long remember tha t
beautiful service. This year the service will be held in new
and more beautiful surroundings . The message, however ,
will be unchanged . It will be the same wonderful story tha t
has warmed our hearts and motivated us to rededicate ou r
lives to our Heavenly Father . And what a thrill it is to us to
observe how the Lord, through his Holy Spirit, is still work-
ing in the lives of those who symbolize their consecration at
this service !

The Young People

Special attention has been given to the program for th e
young people this year . The study sessions will have conti-
nuity and will be conducted on a college level basis . To help
maintain this high level of study, the Sunday School Com-
mittee is preparing notebooks that will contain the stud y
material and questions designed to help prepare the studen t
fir the class discussions . Each young person planning to
attend the convention should notify the Sunday School Com-
mittee at 316 - 20th Street, Santa Monica, California 90402 ,
so that a notebook can be prepared for him .

Fellowshi p

Fellowship with the brethren is one of the principal reason s
for attending a convention . There are many opportunities, of
course, during the course of each day—the intermissions be-
tween services, at mealtime, and informal gatherings in th e
dormitories after meetings . The committee found that th e
arrangement for refreshments in the dining area after th e
meetings for the day was very popular with both the youn g
people and the older friends . Accordingly, the committee has
arranged that the refreshment hour will be a regular featur e
of the day's activities . This informal repast in the evenin g
will offer an additional opportunity for fellowship and dis-
cussion .
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A view of some of ou r
fine dormitorie s
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Above are just a few of our fine musicians who love to pla y
the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb . So, if you wan t
to hear that sweet music, why not plan now to be at Albio n
August 2 to 7, 1975 ?
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The General Convention this year will be literally fille d
with blessings . The psalmist says, "When I remember thes e
things, I pour out my soul in me : for I had gone with the mul-
titude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice o f
joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday ." —
Ps . 42 : 4

To us the Lord's house will be in Albion, Michigan, August
2-7 . We hope we will see you there, that you may receive o f
the Lord's bounteous blessings .

Dawn Recorded Lecture Servic e
This service is free and is provided for the spiritual benefit of al l

who wish to avail themselves of it . Send your request to the Dawn ,
that your name may be placed on our Recorded Lecture Service list ;
and recorded tapes will be sent to you TWO at a time . Upon return
of these to us, we will send you TWO more, etc . The talks are fur-
nished on 7" reels and cassettes . If you desire to purchase tapes ,
please advise us which type you want (reel-to-reel, or cassette) and
they will be made up specially for you. Recordings of Testimony
Meetings and 8-track tapes are not available .

In addition to lectures, we have available on tape the following:
Booklets :
Armageddon, Then World

	

Hope Beyond the Grav e
Peace

	

Why God Permits Evil
God and Reason

	

Future of Israel and the World
How God Answers Prayer

	

Life After Death
The Dawn Magazine :

The Dawn Magazine is recorded every month for those who ar e
blind or have poor vision .
Music :

We have a variety of music tapes available—piano, organ, grou p
singing, etc .

All of the above tapes are available free on loan . If you desire t o
purchase a particular tape, the following price schedule prevails :

Reel-to-Reel

	

Cassettes
7 inch	 $3 .50 each 120 minutes	 $4 .00 each
5 inch	 $2 .75 each

	

90 minutes	 $3 .00 each
60 minutes	 $2 .00 each
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RESERVATION FORM

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Albion Colleg e

Albion, Michiga n
August 2-7, 197 5

Put an X in each square
for which you will require accommodations :

AUG. AUG.
3

	

4

Dinner will be served on Aug . 1st, 6 :00-7:00 P.M . and
Breakfast on Aug . 8th . (cash )

Name :

Address :

City, State, and Zip code :

Names of all the other persons included in this reservation :
(Give age if 5 through 18 years of age . )

Total number of persons for which reservations are bein g
made

SEE OTHER SIDE FOR RATES AND OTHER INFORMATIO N

AUG .
1

AUG .
2

AUG .
7

AUG .
6

AUG .
5
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It is important to register and if possible to pay in advance in order
to more accurately estimate food requirements . Your cooperation in
this matter will also greatly facilitate the checking-in process .
Please make payment before July 1, 1975 .

Checks should be made to :

	

ALBION COLLEGE
and mailed to :

	

Mr . Morlely Frase r
Albion College
Albion, Mich . 4922 4

The weekly rate for food and lodging is $59 .50 per person, two to a
room, plus $1 .00 per person registration fee .

The Daily rate for room and meals is $9 .25 per person .

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR CHILDREN

The convention will pay half the above listed rate for children 5
through 18 years of age .

REGISTRATION

Registration will start Friday morning at 9 :00 a .m. and will continue
Saturday until midnight . Thereafter registration will be from 9 :0 0
a .m. until 10 :00 p .m. Registration will be in the upper lobby of
Baldwin Hall .

TRANSPORTATIO N

Transportation will be available from airports, bus and railroad
stations to the college at a nominal charge . Indicate with your regis-
tration the time and place of arrival . Please be specific on name o f
airline, bus etc .

FIGURE YOUR ADVANCE PAYMENT HERE

Adults

Rate X no . of days	 X no . of people (over 18 yrs .) $	
TO QUALIFY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S RATE, ATTENDANC E

Children
AT A MINIMUM OF SESSIONS IS REQUIRED .

Rate X no . of days	

Times no . of children	
Less 50% discount	

Total for adult s

$

Total for childre n

Total Payment for Adults and Children $

62

	

THE DAWN



	 Speakers' Appointments
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIS T

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Departmen t
of The Dawn . Their services are furnished free upon request .
Address your request to Dawn Bible Students Association ,
East Rutherford, N .J . A visit will be arranged when possible .

S . ALLEN Victoria, B .C . 5
Baltimore, MD June 15 Seattle, WA 8

J . BACHER Wenatchee, WA 1 0
Portland, OR June 2 Moses Lake, WA 1 1
Boise, ID 3 Spokane, WA 1 2
Bosler, WY 5 Boise, ID 1 5
Burlington, CO 9 The Dalles, OR 1 7

K . FERNETS Chico, CA 1 9

Catawissa, PA June 22 Sacramento, CA 2 0
Fresno, CA 2 2G . JEUCK San Luis Obispo, CA 2 3

Pottstown, P A
A . KRUMPOLT

June 22 Los Angeles, C A

L . POST
24-29

Philadelphia, P A
G . PASSIOS

June 29 Boston, MA

T . TRZECIAK
June 22

Allentown, PA June 29 Portland, OR June 1
H . PASSIOS Seattle, WA 3

Allentown, PA June 7,8 Victoria, B .C . 4
Milwaukee, WI 13 Vancouver, B .C . 5
Minneapolis, MN 15 Seattle, WA 8
Winnipeg, Man . 17 Wenatchee, WA 1 0
Canora, Sask . 18 Spokane, WA 1 1
Melfort, Sask . 19 Sandpoint, ID 1 2
Porcupine Plain, Sask . 20 Kalispell, MT 1 5
Prince Albert, Sask . 22 Havre, MT 1 7
Tarnopol, Sask . 23 Boise, ID 1 9
Wakaw, Sask . 24 Sacramento, CA 2 2
Luseland, Sask . 25 Fresno, CA 2 4
Winnipeg, Man . 28,29 Bakersfield, CA 25

E . K . PENROSE San Luis Obispo, CA 26
Portland, OR June 1 Los Angeles, CA 27-30
Tacoma, WA 2 F . WASSMAN N
Vancouver, B .C . 4 Sayville, NY June 1

Dewsbury

	

July 1 2
R . G . ROBINSO N

Latchford

Newpor t
Ipswich

W. F . READE R

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S
E . T . NADAL

	

Dawn Magazine 40 Newpenc e
June 7 Subscriptions and Literature—Appl y

22 70, Station Road, Gidea Park, Rom -
ford, Essex . RM2 6DA .

Tapes and Cassettes on loan—15 ,
Southwood Gardens, Gants Hill, II -

June 21

	

ford, Essex . IG2 6YF .



Conventions
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, June 1—260 1
Fillmore St ., N .E . Mrs . Mike
Nekora, 2601 Fillmore St ., N .E .
5541 8
ALLENTOWN, PA, New York -
Allentown Joint Convention, June
7,8—Cedar Crest College, Ceda r
Crest & Hamilton Blvds . Mr . Walte r
Navitsky, 725 N . Nelson St . 18103

JACKSON, MI, June 7,8—Jackso n
Community College, 2111 Emmon s
Rd . Mrs . Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashto n
Rd . 4920 3

WATERBURY, CT, June 8—Water-
bury Girls' Club, 35 Park Place .
Miss Anna Tsimonis, 227 Willow St .
0671 0
CINCINNATI, OH, June 15—2850
Dunaway . Mrs . Margaret Ellis, Rte .
1, Box 71, Melbourne, KY 4105 9
WINNIPEG, MAN ., June 28,29 —
Lithuanian Club Hall, 240 Manitob a
Ave . Mr . Sidney E . Jones, Box 2,

Group 10, R .R . 1, Garson, Man .
ROE ORO Canad a

BUFFALO, NY, June 29—Unit y
Temple Lodge, 1940 Niagara St . Mr .
Stanley Borowiec, 1329 Bay Vie w
Rd ., Hamburg, NY 1407 5

LOS ANGELES, CA, July 4-7 —
Downey Community Theatre, 8441
E . Firestone Blvd ., Downey . Mr . A .
W . Abrahamsen, 710 So . Hobar t
Blvd ., #207, Los Angeles 90005

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ, July 4-6 —
Douglass College, Hickman Hall ,
George St . at Rte . 18 . Mrs . Eugene
Burns, 3 Meyer Rd ., Edison, N J
0881 7
WINNIPEG, MAN ., July 10-13—fo r
information write to Mr . Frank Boy-
chuk, 263 Moray St ., Winnipeg ,
Man . Canad a
ALBION, MI, General Convention ,
Aug . 2- 7

FOR YOUR NEWSPAPE R

To the left is a suggestion for a small

advertisement in your local news -

paper . This outline is designed for two

inches in one column .

JUNE SPECIAL: On Sunday, June

15, "Frank and Ernest" will discuss a

topic of interest to many . Attractiv e
circulars will be available for announc-

ing this program, and you are invited

to send for as many as you can use .

They are free . Address your request

to : The Dawn, East Rutherford, New

Jersey 07073

THE DAW N

"SWORD S
INTO

PLOUGHSHARES "

To be discussed b y

'FRANK and ERNEST'
CFLW—1230—10 :30 a .m .

SUNDAY, June 1 5

Time in this discussion, and send

for a free copy of "God and

Reason ." Send to :

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept. N . General Post Offic e

New York, N.Y . 10001
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