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Highlights of Dal

Perilous Times

ON THE lovely grounds of the United Nations high above
the East River in New York City is an eloquent statu e
symbolizing the nations beating their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks . This organiza-
tion was formed twenty-five years ago in the lofty hop e
of bringing about international co-operation and peace . It
was conceived in the universal distress and fear that fol-
lowed the sufferings and desolation of World War II a s
an assembly where all nations, great and small, could
unitedly strive to promote justice and well-being amon g
all peoples of the world . Henceforth, reason and persua-
sion were to replace tanks and fighter bombers . The
preamble of the charter specifically states that the pur-
pose of the U. N. was "to save succeeding generation s
from the scourge of war ." On this high note, President
Truman said at the time of the signing of the charter in
San Francisco: "We have signed a great instrument for
peace and security and human progress in the world . "

In point of fact, however, experience has shown that th e
smaller nations of the world have virtually no effective
voice in its deliberations ; for, in the words of one of its
eminent leaders, it has become "the battleground of tw o
giants"—the Soviet Union and the United States. Its de -
bates are regularly marked by recrimination, wrangling ,
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and bitterness . It has passed resolutions beyond counting ;
but it has resolved no national hatreds, and has solved n o
deep-seated world problems . It failed dismally in the
Hungarian crisis, and again in Czechoslovakia ; it is failing
today in Vietnam, and in that touchiest of all danger spots ,
the Mideast . As an attempt, however well-intentioned, a t
peaceful world government, it has failed ; and the imposing
structure that houses its faltering machinery is a costl y
symbol of futility.

Let us notice, briefly, a few of the more serious "sore
spots" around the world . The formerly lovely land of
Vietnam has been torn and devastated by war for an en -
tire generation—first between France and the forces of
communism, now between these same forces and those of
the United States, including, we should point out, a small
and diminishing token force from the U . N. military com-
plement. The United States alone has lost more than
40,000 of its young men in this seemingly endless, futile
encounter, with hundreds of thousands wounded more o r
less seriously, and more or less permanently . If we are to
believe the ratio of enemy killed as compared to our ow n
losses, the enemy has lost hundreds of thousands of lives .
And who would hazard a guess as to the number o f
Vietnamese civilians—men, women, children, aged and in-
fants—who have been driven from their homes and farms
and shops, subjected to poverty, hunger, and degradation ,
and killed or maimed? Even in the doubtful event that ,
on the withdrawal of the warring factions, a coalition
government can be formed to establish somewhat stable
conditions, one wonders what the future holds for tha t
unhappy land ; and for Cambodia, and Thailand, for tha t
matter. And for Burma, and Laos .

Soviet Russia, although not outwardly engaged in active
war at this time, is devoting vast amounts of her resource s
militarily, to the deprivation of the needs of her people .
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She is reported to be fast approaching military parity with
the United States and has, indeed, surpassed the U . S. in
some categories of weapons . Russia is said already to have
attained a "first-strike" capability against China, but no t
as yet against the United States ; but as the time of that
capability nears and is perhaps reached, that fact will
surely change the thinking and way of life of this nation .
The so-called satellite nations—really, peoples in bondage
—are a constant source of concern to the Soviets, some o f
whom are impatiently seeking a larger measure of free-
dom and self-determination within their own borders .
Who can predict whether there may not again be another
bloody uprising and repression such as took place in
Hungary, and later in Czechoslovakia? At the same time ,
within the borders of the Soviet Union itself there is a
subdued but gnawing disillusionment and dissatisfaction a t
the meagre allotment of consumer goods available to the
public, in spite of all the central planning.

Just what is going on inside China is not entirely clear .
One thing is clear, however, and that is China's determina-
tion to create nuclear weapons, in which direction she ha s
already had some success . This, of course, is not a happ y
portent for the future ; for weaponry is constructed i n
order to be used. The question in China's case, however ,
is : to be used against whom? The United States? Russia?
or both? In the meantime, the United States is not un-
happy about the current controversy between China an d
Russia, for it at least temporarily makes each cautious
about taking on additional antagonists . However, the pres-
ence of some 300,000 well-armed Soviet troops close t o
China's northern border creates another ever-presen t
threat to the fragile peace of the world .

Then there is the boiling situation in the Mideast . This
quarrel has not cooled down since the six-day war in Jun e
of 1967, with the pace of activity increasing measurably in
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the last half year. This could be the most serious trouble
spot of all; for although the contest is primarily betwee n
Israel and the surrounding Arab states, standing poise d
on the sidelines and watching every aspect of this struggl e
are their respective allies, the United States and Russia .
Should open war again break out between Israel and th e
Arab states, the big question then would be whethe r
either or both of the two great powers would enter the
fray—and to what extent. We have already seen how
political pressure in the United States has affected the
direction of the war in Vietnam, resulting in the beginnin g
of phased withdrawals of American troops from that area ,
and in restricting operations by the United States within
Cambodian borders. And there are those who believe thi s
same pressure might again be exerted to prevent th e
sending of American troops to Israel's aid, even though
that nation were facing utter defeat . This is an interestin g
observation, in the light of Bible prophecy .

Students of God's Word have long known it was God' s
purpose to regather the Jews from all the nations whither
they had been scattered, to their homeland, wherein the y
would for a time prosper, and then be attacked by an
overwhelming host in a time called Jacob's trouble, caus-
ing much cruel suffering to the Jews . When final defeat
for Israel would seem inevitable, the Scriptures indicat e
that God would then come forward and save them, bring-
ing great destruction upon the enemy . Thus, blindness
would be removed from Israel, and their eyes would b e
opened to the fact that he was their God .

One of these prophecies is found in Jeremiah 30 :3-7
"For, lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring
again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, sait h
the Lord ; and I will cause them to return to the land that
I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it . And
these are the words that the Lord spake concerning Israe l
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and concerning Judah. For thus saith the Lord ; We have
heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace . Ask
ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child?
wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins ,
as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into pale-
ness . Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it
is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he shall be saved
out of it . "

In the 38th chapter of Ezekiel, verses 5, 6, speaking of
this same time, the prophet describes those who will at-
tack Israel: "Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of
them with shield and helmet ; Gomer, and all his bands ;
the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his
bands; and many people with thee ." Addressing the at-
tackers, the prophet says that they will "be like a cloud to
cover the land," (vs . 16) and that they would "go up to
the land of unwalled villages to take a spoil ." (vs . 11) In
the succeeding verses the Lord indicates that he woul d
then utterly destroy the attackers . "Thus will I magnify
myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the
eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am th e
Lord ."

It will not be by Israel's might, and it will not be by the
might of her allies that she will be saved; for the Scrip-
tures seem to tell us that at that time she will be alone ,
except for the Lord God. This is suggested by the 13th and
14th verses of Jeremiah 30 : "There is none to plead thy
cause that thou mayest be bound up : thou hast no healing
medicines . All thy lovers have forgotten thee ; they seek
thee not." Yes, it will be the Lord God alone who will
save Israel in that day . Her earthly allies will have left
her. And thus will God be magnified in the eyes of Israel
and of the world .

In addition to wars and rumors of wars, the world i s
beset by almost countless other difficulties—financial,
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economic, social, moral . Consider the plight of our own
great nation, which might be considered to present a
microcosm of the problems afflicting all humankind ; for
what is happening here is more or less indicative of what
is occurring in many parts of the earth . One well-known
news commentator not too long ago wrote an article en -
titled: "Not tomorrow, but now—The Era of Anarchy . "
He was not speaking of some foreign nation . He was speak-
ing of the United States . One has but to glance at his
daily newspaper, or briefly listen to the evening televise d
news, to see the validity of his argument .

The maintenance of law and order is one of the princi-
pal topics of debate among political opponents . Authority
seems to be breaking down at every turn and on every
side, and many people are becoming frightened . Protes t
marches and peace demonstrations resulting in destruc-
tion, looting, and even death, are commonplace . Cries for
freedom and liberty are being raised, often meaning free-
dom and liberty to do just about what one pleases, re-
gardless of the rights, wishes, or comforts of others .
Solemnly signed labor contracts are torn up on any pre -
text. Illegal strikes and walkouts demoralize productio n
and transportation, even of essential goods, causing in-
convenience and suffering to many . Racial tensions ex-
plode in factories, where, along with the sandwich an d
coffee, the lunch box harbors knives and drugs . The de-
mands of the unions for ever higher wages appear to b e
insatiable .

The financial and social plight of our larger cities an d
the never-ending need to increase expenditures for hous-
ing and welfare is frightening to our public officials, while
the destructive forces of inflation continue apace . Morality ,
with many, is going out-of-date . A new term has crept into
the language of the accountants who prepare the financial
statements of large corporations—it is the word "shrin k
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age." It relates to the inventories of these companies, an d
is an inoffensive substitution for the word "theft," wheth-
er it be shoplifting by customers, or the taking home by
employees of goods off the shelf : and it is known to run
into very large sums .

Truly, we are living in a world that is bent on getting ,
rather than on giving ; a world increasingly devoted to th e
pursuit of ease and pleasure, rather than truth and vir-
tue; a world that is parting company with the precepts o f
the Lord and the Bible . These things are not confined to
the United States—they afflict the entire world to som e
extent.

This must all be very confusing and discouraging to
those sincere souls who believe it is their duty and re-
sponsibility as Christians to bring about kingdom condi-
tions of peace, justice, harmony, and happiness in the
world, and that the outcome hangs on the success of thei r
efforts in this direction . But none of this comes as a sur-
prise to the true student of God's Word. The Heavenly
Father, who knows the end from the beginning, foresa w
the specially troublous times that would occur at the en d
of this Gospel Age, and through the prophets and th e
apostles he has revealed these things to his people .

While the Lord was yet with his disciples, he indicate d
to them that he would leave them for a time, and that he
would return to establish his kingdom in the earth. Earn-
estly desiring to know when he would return, the disciple s
asked him, "What shall be the sign of thy coming [pres-
ence] and of the end of the world [age]?" In reply to thei r
question, the Lord gave a brief recital of the events that
would take place down through the Gospel Age . He said
there would be wars and rumors of wars ; nation would
rise against nation ; there would be famines and earth-
quakes; the saints would be persecuted for their faith ;
iniquity would abound and the love of many would wa x
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cold; and the Gospel of the kingdom was to be preached
to all nations for a witness . Then, he told them, there
would be "great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be . "
—Matt. 24:21

The prophet Daniel describes this same period in the
closing days of the Gospel Age as a "time of trouble, such
as never was since there was a nation even to that sam e
time," and he tells us that "at that time shall Michae l
[our Lord Jesus] stand up" ; that is, take a hand in earth' s
affairs, preparatory to the establishment of the kingdom
and the work of judgment and restitution of the world o f
mankind . Daniel continues : "And at that time thy peopl e
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writte n
in the book. And many [all, Young] of them that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting [ag e
abiding, Rotherham] life, and some to shame and everlast-
ing [age abiding] contempt." And then, so that we might
know just where we are on the stream of time, Danie l
identifies it for us as "the time of the end: [when] many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased . "
—Dan. 12:14

Probably few would deny that the world is indeed ex-
periencing a time of trouble "such as never was since
there was a nation ." And it is equally obvious to all that
we are living in a day when knowledge and travel —
running to and fro—are increasing at unprecedented, al-
most unimaginable, rates .

It is a time of trouble "such as never was," not only as
to its severity and world-wide scope, but more particularly
as to its character and composition . One translation (TCNT )
speaks of this time of trouble as one "the like of whic h

has not occurred from the beginning of the world down t o
the present time." The world is not unfamiliar with wars .
Nor has it been free from sin, cruelty, oppression, disease ,
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poverty, strife, immorality. All of these have plagued man -
kind in more or less degree from the time of his creation .
But today, along with these, and largely as a consequence
of the present-day increase of knowledge, we have addi-
tional, and unique, problems—problems such as were not
even imagined a short half century ago .

For never before has the world been threatened wit h
nuclear extinction ; never before has environmental pollu-
tion endangered the continued existence of the huma n
race ; never before have demands for social and politica l
change been so universal and insistent ; never before has
the number of human beings occupying this globe bee n
such as to raise serious question as to the adequacy of the
planet's food supply. And then there is the burgeoning
problem of drugs in the lives of young and old . These are
the things that make this time of trouble different, unique
—a time of trouble "the like of which has not occurre d
from the beginning of the world down to the present
time." Surely, we are in that time described by Danie l
when the Lord would stand up, preceding the establish-
ment of the kingdom, and the raising of mankind from
the dust of the earth .

The sorry conditions that prevail in the world today ar e
not confined to the great national and international prob-
lems such as wars, nuclear bombs, etc . Indeed, the larger
troubles which are so apparent to all are largely the
natural outgrowth of the selfishness that is increasingly
possessing the hearts and motivating the actions of th e
people as individuals . The Apostle Paul, under inspiration ,
pictures for us the conditions of men's hearts at the en d
of this age. In writing to Timothy, he says : "This know
also, that in the last days perilous times [trying seasons ,
Diaglott ; times full of danger, Phillips] shall come . For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters ,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful ,
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unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false ac-
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that ar e
good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure s
more than lovers of God ; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof ; from such turn away."—
II Tim. 3:1-5

How accurately Paul has described the selfishness and
decadence that is more and more fully possessing an d
poisoning the hearts of men! Paul here, of course, is no t
describing the true followers of the Lord, but rather i s
warning the Lord's people to avoid such company as on e
would avoid the plague, lest one become infected wit h
their diseases . "From such turn away," he admonishes .
We might wonder how any who truly love justice an d
mercy and have tasted the goodness of God's love, an d
who have given themselves to the Lord in consecration ,
could ever be persuaded to leave the paths of righteous-
ness. But the danger must be there, else the apostle would
not have thought it necessary to issue so explicit a
warning .

We live today in a world that is more and more castin g
off moral and ethical restraints as one would cast off a n
unwanted and burdensome cloak . Even among some of
those from whom we might ordinarily have expected som e
measure of resistance to the downward trend—parents,
teachers, religious leaders—we find a growing tendency
to condone, if not actual participation in, the trend . We
give just one example .

In a recent General Assembly of one of the Protestant
church denominations, a vote was taken as to whether a
violation of the seventh commandment constituted sin.
The proposition that such violation was indeed wrong was
carried by a mere handful of votes! In other words, of th e
moral leaders of this church group almost one-half do no t
consider a violation of God's seventh commandment to b e
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a sin. Let us think back, those of us who are old enoug h
to do so, and compare the present attitude of these re-
ligious leaders with that which existed, let us say, a mer e
fifty years ago, and we will have some idea of the distanc e
downstream that the world has drifted .

These are truly "trying times," "times full of danger "
for all the Lord's people ; for more than ever before, as h e
sees his dominion toppling under the blows of Jehovah' s
great General, Satan would "seek to draw thee from th e
prize ." The truth, and our consecration and relationship
to the Lord, and all that that privileged position implies ,
alone will guard us in these last days of this present evi l
world against the enticements and ensnarements of the
Adversary. But we would, if we may, especially stress this
point to the young among the Lord's people, and particu-
larly the consecrated young. For it is against these that
the Adversary seems to be directing his evil campaign in
these last days .

And what have the young of the world to look forwar d
to in this tormented period of the world's history? What
kind of future is ,,painted for them? For the boys, will i t
be a two-year hitch in the army, with all its sweat an d
suffering, perhaps death? And surviving that ordeal, will
universal pollution or the threatened population explosion
bring starvation to the world? Or, escaping these, will tha t
final sword of Damocles, the hydrogen bomb, do its ulti-
mate work? One way or another, the future, apart fro m
an understanding of the Bible, looks dark to all mankind ;
but to the young people of the world, who feel they have
had no part in creating these awful conditions, and wh o
are filled to bursting with a natural love of life, the pros-
pects are particularly distressing . But to the young in the
Lord it is different ; for these, no matter what the present
or the future may bring, there is a glorious hope, there is
a purpose in living and giving, there is peace and quiet-
ness in the love and fellowship of the Lord. To the young
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in the Lord we would urge—these blessings are yours ;
claim them now !

In these last days one can perhaps think of no better
counsel for all the Lord's people than that suggested by
the Apostle Paul when he said, "This one thing I do ." In
his own life he had laid aside all other things, and con-
centrated all his energies on running for the prize . How
appropriate for these times are the words he wrote t o
Titus : "The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap-
peared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodlines s
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world ; looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our.
Savior Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us, that he
might purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works ." (Titus 2:11-14) Yes, the Heavenly Father i s
using the trying experiences of this present time to prove
and test and purify his own very special treasure .

And recall, again, his words to the church at Philippi :
"Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling .
For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to d o
of his good pleasure . Do all things without murmurings
and disputings: that ye may be blameless and harmless ,
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation [generation], among whom ye shine
as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life . "
(Phil . 2 :12-16) Phillips renders the latter portion of this
passage: "Be God's dear children, blameless, sincere an d
wholesome, living in a warped and diseased world, an d
shining there like lights in a dark place . For you hold in
your hands the very word of life . "

Our Lord Jesus was "the true Light, which [eventually]
lighteth every man that cometh into the world ." (John 1 :9)
If we take into our hearts the apostle's admonition, "Thi s
one thing I do," we will be busy striving to reflect that
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Light in our own lives, holding forth the Word of trut h
to all who may have a hearing ear . And being thus oc-
cupied, there will be no time or inclination to listen t o
Satan's blandishments .

In the meantime, we are in the troublous times of this
dying, evil world. But while we are in this world, we are
not of it . The conditions about us are a challenge to the
sincerity and depth of our consecration . God has permitted
evil to reign for a time in order to teach all men a lastin g
lesson respecting the sorrows that proceed from sin an d
disobedience to his righteous laws . In his wisdom, he als o
uses these same conditions to test and prove our faith in
him and our loyalty to the cause of righteousness, and
our worthiness to reign with Jesus for the blessing of th e
families of the earth .

The Lord's people are insulated from the fear and evi l
which fill the world . They are insulated from the fear by
their understanding of God's wise and loving purposes ;
from the evil by their devotion and love for their Heaven-
ly Father and their Lord Jesus, in whose footsteps they ar e
walking, and by their love for the world of mankind, for
whom, like their Lord Jesus, they are laying down their
lives in sacrifice .

No, this tottering, evil world cannot be salvaged by th e
efforts of imperfect men, no matter how sincere an d
earnest. But how glad we are that God has promised a
new world, a new heavens and earth, wherein dwellet h
righteousness ; a new world, under Christ's soon-to-be-
established kingdom, where wars will be no more ; for at
that time they will, indeed, beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks ; a glorious
world wherein all mankind, called forth from the grave ,
will have an opportunity to gain everlasting life . How
thankful we should be that God has placed in our hands
the very Word of life !
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Your Questions

Concerning Baptism

Is sprinkling the proper for m

of Baptism?

The English word "bap-
tism," as well as the Greek
word used in the New Testa-
ment from which it is trans-
lated, means to bury, to sub -
merge, to completely cover. It
is difficult to see how sprin-
kling fits this meaning, and
indeed, it does not . Immersion
is undoubtedly the proper
form of water baptism .

But the baptism, or immer-
sion, of the Scriptures does
not always mean to be sub-
merged in water. In Romans
6:3 Paul speaks of being "bap-
tized" into Christ's death. In
I Corinthians 12:12, 13 he
says of Christians that the y
are all baptized by one Spiri t
into one body, which is the
body of Christ—that body or
company of consecrated fol-
lowers of Jesus over which
he is the Head.--Eph. 1 :22, 23

In these uses of the word
"baptism" the reference is to
a burial of one's will into the
will of God, and acceptance

YOUR QUESTIONS

of the headship of Christ . The
will of God for all Christ's
followers is that they suffer
and die with him. This sur-
render to the divine will is a
burial of one's will which
leads to death, hence a death
baptism .

Our understanding is tha t
immersion in water is simply
a symbol, or illustration, o f
the true baptism into Christ's
death . The candidate for bap-
tism surrenders himself int o
the hands of the immerser
and is buried in water, pictur-
ing his surrender to God to
be baptized into Christ's death .
His being raised out of the
water is a beautiful symbol of
the fact that all who are bap-
tized into Christ thenceforth
walk in newness of life, and
eventually will fully share
in Christ's resurrection . —
Rom. 6 : 5

Must Continue Faithfu l

When we confess our sins, ac-

cept Jesus as our persona l

Savior, and are baptized, are

we saved regardless of wha t

we do thereafter?
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No! The Apostle Paul wrote ,
"I keep under my body and
bring it into subjection : lest
that by any means, when I
have preached to others, I my-
self should be a castaway . "
(I Cor . 9 :27) Paul had repent-
ed of his sins. He had ac-
cepted Jesus as his Savior,
and he had consecrated his
all to the service of God, hav-
ing buried his will in the di-
vine will, as symbolized b y
water immersion. Nevertheless
he realized that continue d
faithfulness to the terms o f
his consecration was neces-
sary if he was not to becom e
a castaway.

In Philippians 3 :13, 14 Paul
writes, "Brethren, I count not
myself to have apprehended :
but this one thing I do, for-
getting those things whic h
are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward th e
mark for the prize of the hig h
calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Paul did not conside r
that he had attained that fo r
which he had been calle d
simply because he had ac-
cepted Christ and had devoted
his life to divine service .

In Hebrews 2:3 we read ,
"How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation;

which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, an d
was confirmed unto us b y
them that heard him." Here
again is the implication that
through neglect one might
lose the prize of the "great
salvation ." This, and the othe r
texts quoted, do not, however ,
refer to the position of the
unbelieving world, but a s
Paul indicates, their applica-
tion is to those who have
been called to the "great sal-
vation . "

The commonly accepted ,
but erroneous view that God
is now trying to save as many
as possible, and that all wh o
are not saved in this life will
be tortured in a fiery hell
forever, does not have a
place in the logical presenta-
tion of the Scriptures . The
"great salvation" is what Paul
describes as "the prize of th e
high calling." It is the oppor-
tunity offered to consecrated
believers of this age that if
they are faithful to the Lord
—even unto death—they will
receive "a crown of life," and
will live and reign with
Christ a thousand years .—Rev.
2 :10 ; 20:4, 6

The calling and testing of
these during the present age ,
however, is in preparation for
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the work of the kingdom age,
when salvation, and restora-
tion to life on the earth as
humans, will be offered t o
all mankind . Peter describe s
this as "the restitution of al l
things ." But this opportunit y
for restitution must await the
completion of the present Gos-
pel Age work of calling and
preparing those who will
share with Christ in the Mil-
lennial Age work of extend-
ing restitution opportunitie s
to mankind in general .—Act s
3 :19-2 1

The Veil Removed

What is meant by the "veil "
referred to in Isaiah 25 :7 ,
which is said to be sprea d
over all nations, and which ac -
cording to the prophecy is to
be destroyed ?

The fulfilment of this
prophecy is shown to take
place in what is referred to
as "this mountain," which we
understand to be a symbol of
the kingdom of Christ. One of
the prophecies which indicate s
the correctness of this inter-
pretation is Daniel 2 :44 ,
where the Lord's kingdom i s
likened to a great mountain

which fills the whole earth .

Many blessings will reach
the people of all nation s
through the agencies o f
Christ's kingdom. The obedi-
ent in that kingdom will b e
given health and lasting life .
And, as your question indi-
cates, another blessing will b e
the removal of the "veil," or
"the face of the covering cas t
over all people ." We under-
stand this language to be sym-
bolic of the dense darkness
with which Satan has blinde d
the minds of the people
throughout all the time that
he has been "the god of this
world ."—II Cor . 4 : 4

During the messianic king-
dom Satan will be bound ,
that he may not deceive the
nations any more, except at
its close, as a final test upo n
the people . (Rev. 20:2, 3) It
will he during that time that
the knowledge of the Lor d
shall fill the earth as th e
waters cover the sea . (Isa . 11 :
9) The "Sun of Righteousness "
will then be shining, and wil l
enlighten the people of all na-
tions, removing the veil of
darkness which hinders the m
from knowing and serving
the true God .

YOUR QUESTIONS
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Bible Study

LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 6

au ap of Peace
MEMORY VERSE : "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men ."—Romans 12 :1 8

GENESIS 26 :17-2 9
ALL the Lord's people should
"follow peace, and pursue it."
This does not mean "peace at
any price," but rather a peace
which is based on principle.
Our memory verse states th e
matter properly. We should
live peaceably with all men s o
far as possible. But when w e
say that we should not com-
promise principle in order to
live at peace with others, we
should be sure that we are talk-
ing about the Lord's principles
of righteousness .

The Apostle Paul, writing
about the great principle o f
divine love, says that lov e
"seeketh not her own" (I Cor.
13 :5) We can afford to set asid e
our own preferences, or even
our own "rights" in order to
have peace with those with
whom we are associated, for to
do so would not be in violation
of divine principle, but merely
a giving up of that which w e
might prefer, or which ordinari-
ly would be ours; and in any
case we have covenanted to
give our all to the Lord.
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We have a very good illus-
tration of this principle in our
lesson concerning Isaac and the
wells his servants dug to suppl y
their master's flocks with
water . In reality Isaac's herds-
men were merely reopenin g
the wells which Abraham' s
herdsmen dug when he was in
this valley years before, s o
Isaac could well claim thes e
wells as belonging to him.

Isaac's servants found a well
of springing water, and at once
the "herdsmen of Gerar di d
strive with Isaac's herdsmen,
saying, The water is ours ."
Isaac did not strive with the
other herdsmen, but backe d
away, allowing them to keep
the well with its refreshin g
water. Appropriately he named
the well "Esek ; because the y
strove with him."

Then Isaac's servants "digged
another well" and there was
strife over that also, and Isaa c
named this second well "Sit-
nah" Again he yielded, and ha d
his servants dig a third well,
"and for that they strove not "
He called the name of the
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third well "Rehoboth ; and he
said, For now the Lord hath
made room for us, and we shall
be fruitful in the land . "

Isaac followed the principle
of divine love, a principle which
dictated that love does not
seek her own. He could have
claimed the first and secon d
well as being his, and a real
struggle could have ensued .
But he chose not to do this .
He realized that there wa s
plenty of room in the land fo r
his herdsmen, as well as for
the herdsmen of Gerar, an d
that it would be much bette r
to spread out so that there
would be plenty for all, and
they could dwell together in
peace rather than to insist on
his "rights."

Isaac eventually moved on to
Beersheba, in the land of Ca-
naan, "And the Lord appeare d
unto him the same night, an d
said, I am the God of Abraham
thy father : fear not, for I am
with thee, and will bless thee,
and multiply thy seed for m y
servant Abraham's sake ."

Hearing of Isaac's prosperity,
and that he had moved t o
Beersheba, Abimelech, king o f
Gerar, went to visit him, takin g
"Ahuzzath one of his friends,
and Phichol the chief captain
of the army." Naturally Isaac
was curious as to why these
three notables should visit him.

Abimelech said to Isaac, "We
saw certainly that the Lord

was with thee : and we said,
Let there be now an oath be-
twixt us, even betwixt us and
thee, and let us make a cove-
nant with thee ; that thou wilt
do us no hurt, as we have no t
touched thee, and as we hav e
done nothing unto thee but
good, and have sent thee awa y
in peace: thou art now the
blessed of the Lord"

Isaac could have given Abime-
lech an argument on whether
or not they had ever harmed
him. Had not the herdsmen o f
Gerar, on two occasions, dis-
puted the right of Isaac's herds-
men to use the water which
flowed from the wells of their
own digging? But Isaac was a
man of peace. He had given in
on both of these occasions and
allowed the herdsmen of Gerar
to take over the wells, and now
was no time to argue about the
point.

Isaac willingly gave up hi s
rights to the two wells at th e
time so as to avoid strife, and
now that the King of Gerar
wanted to enter into a perma-
nent covenant of peace with
him he was only too willing t o
oblige .

QUESTION S

How did Isaac exemplify
Paul's explanation that lov e
"seeketh not her own" ?

Is it always possible to liv e
peaceably with all men?

BIBLE STUDY

	

23



LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 1 3

he peril of

	

eeuloriscu

MEMORY VERSE : "Looking diligently lest any man fail of th e
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up troubl e
you, and thereby many be defiled; lest there be any fornicator,
or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sol d
his birthright ."—Hebrews 12 :15, 1 6

GENESIS 25 :21-23,27-3 4
ESAU was the eldest son o f
Isaac, and a twin brother of
Jacob . The unusual appearance
of the child at his birt h
originated the name . (Gen. 25 :
25) Esau was a thorough "so n
of the desert" who delighted
to roam free, and apparently
was impatient with the re-
straints of civilized or settled
life . He married his cousin
Mahalath, the daughter of Ish-
mael, who was the son of Abra-
ham by his Egyptian mai d
Hagar. Thus Ishmael and Esa u
can be looked upon as the pro •
genitors of the Arab races .

Esau's mother, Rebecca, lik e
Sarah, the mother of Isaac, was
barren until the Lord interced-
ed, and when he did she gave
birth to twins. But before
Esau's birth the Lord said t o
Rebecca, "Two nations are in
thy womb, and two manner of
people shall be separated from
thy bowels ; and the one people
shall be stronger than the
other people ; and the elder
shall serve the younger . "
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Our memory verse speaks o f
Esau as a "profane person. "
The record of his life is tha t
he was always more interested
in material and temporal goo d
things than in the promises o f
God pertaining to the future
blessing of the world throug h
the seed of Abraham . This ex -
plains why he was willing to
sell his birthright to his brothe r
Jacob simply to satisfy hi s
temporary hunger .

Jacob, on the other hand ,
was a man of faith in God, and
he had a great esteem for the
promises of God; so when the
opportunity arose, he wa s
quick to take advantage of i t
to obtain the birthright .

Biblical historians often miss
the real point when writing
about Esau and Jacob. For ex-
ample, Smith's Bible Diction-
ary, commenting on the trans-
action of Esau's selling the
birthright, says, "An event oc-
curred which exhibited the
reckless character of Esau o n
the one hand, and the selfish ,
grasping nature of his brother
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on the other . There is some -
thing revolting in this whole
transaction . "

What this writer failed to
take into consideration is the
fact that God's overruling
providences were directing i n
connection with Jacob and Esau .
Paul's inspired observation read s
quite differently . We quote :
"When Rebecca also had con-
ceived by one, even by ou r
father Isaac; (For the children
being not yet born, neither hav-
ing done any good or evil, tha t
the purpose of God accordin g
to election might stand, not o f
works, but of him that calleth ; )
It was said unto her, The elder
shall serve the younger. As i t
is written, Jacob have I loved ,
but Esau have I hated." (Mal .
1 :2, 3) Paul continues, "Wha t
shall we say, then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? God
forbid ."—Rom. 9 :1014

The Greek word translated
"hated" in describing God's at-
titude toward Esau is define d
by Professor Strong as "detest-
ed," and "by extens. to love
less ." It is clear that Go d
specially favored Jacob as the
one who should have the birth-
right, and that he did not ap-
preciate the wild ways of Esau .
Jacob, on the other hand, who
was favored by his mother, n o
doubt learned from her of the
prophecy concerning him which
was given by the Lord before
the twins were born, and he

would be shaping his affairs ,
his life, in keeping therewith .

Esau was also given the name
"Edom," and the Edomite s
were his descendants, that great
nation which the Lord said he
would raise up unto him . A
prophecy in which the "rem-
nant of Edom" is mentioned i s
of interest. We quote, "In that
day will I raise up the taber-
nacle of David that is fallen,
and close up the breache s
thereof: and I will raise up hi s
ruins, and I will build it as in
the days of old : that they may
possess the remnant of Edom ,
and of all the heathen, which
are called by my name, sait h
the Lord that doeth this ." —
Amos 9 :11, 1 2

Isaiah 16:5 reads, "In mercy
shall the throne be established :
and he (the Messiah] shall si t
upon it in truth in the taber-
nacle of David, judging, an d
seeking judgment, and hastin g
righteousness ." Gabriel said to
Mary concerning Jesus, her son-
to-be, "He shall be great, an d
shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord Go d
shall give unto him the throne
of his father David ."—Luke
1 :32, 33

QUESTION S

How did God overrule in con-
nection with the birth of Jacob
and Esau ?

Who is the real ruler over
the house of Jacob?
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 0

pirituai pilgrimag e
MEMORY VERSE : "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily ,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he canno t
see the kingdom of God ."—John 3 : 3

GENESIS 27:18 .24; 28 :11-1 7
46 :1-3
IN THIS lesson we have th e
climax of Jacob's efforts to ob-
tain the family birthright . We
believe that in this episod e
Jacob and his mother have been
made more blameworthy than
the circumstances warrant. Isaac
was now old, and without sight,
and he wanted to confer the
blessing of the birthright upon
his favorite son Esau. The
mother learned about this, an d
decided with Jacob to deceive
his father in making him think
that he was Esau.

In appraising the right an d
wrong of this act two point s
are to be kept in mind. The
most important of these is the
knowledge of Rebecca, the
mother, that the Lord's special
favor was upon Jacob, and that
on her part she may very well
have considered that she wa s
merely co-operating with the
Lord in doing what she did to
help Jacob get the blessing
which she was convinced the
Lord wanted him to have .

And then there was the fac t
that Jacob had purchased the
birthright from Esau . Actually,

when Isaac told Esau that h e
wanted to confer this special
blessing upon him, Esau should
have told his father that h e
had relinquished his rights t o
it in favor of Jacob ; that he
had actually sold his birthright.
But he did not do this, and
Jacob took the means suggested
by his mother to secure that
which by right belonged to him.
We today might question the
method employed by Jacob t o
get what belonged to him, but
there is no record that the
Lord condemned him ; in fact,
subsequently he was very much
favored by the Lord.

Naturally Esau was very
angry with Jacob when he
learned that he had been de-
prived of his father's blessing,
and Jacob found it necessary
to leave home hurriedly. He
went in the direction of hi s
Uncle Laban's home, and the
first night out he had a won-
derful experience which con-
firmed him in the belief that
the Lord was truly overruling
in his affairs.

In this account we are tol d
that Jacob put a stone for his
pillows . This could be con-
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strued to mean that he used a
stone, or stones, on which to
place his pillows to keep the m
off the ground. The traditional
view is, however, that Jacob
actually used a stone as
his pillow. That night Jacob
dreamed that he saw "a lad-
der set up on the earth, and
the top of it reached to heaven :
and behold the angels of God
ascending and descending o n
it."—Gen. 28 :1 2

In the dream he saw that "th e
Lord stood above it, and said ,
I am the Lord God of Abraha m
thy father, and the God of
Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will I give it, an d
to thy seed: and thy seed shall
be as the dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroa d
to the west, and to the east,
and to the north, and to the
south : and in thee and in th y
seed shall all the families of
the earth be blessed ."—vs . 13

Then the Lord assured Jacob
of his loving care over him in
all his ways, and said that he
would bring him back into his
own land, "For I will not leave
thee, until I have done tha t
which I have spoken to the e
of." Jacob awaked out of hi s
sleep. He was understandably
afraid, but quickly recovered ,
and said, "This is none othe r
but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven"—vs . 15 . 1 7

True to his promise, God con-
tinued to bless Jacob through .

BIBLE STUDY

out the years, and throug h
many difficult circumstances .
He was eventually reconciled to
his brother Esau, and togethe r
they attended the burial of
their father Isaac. Jacob reared
twelve sons, the next to the
youngest being Joseph, who
was sold by his brothers into
slavery in Egypt.

Years later a famine came to
Canaan, and eventually Joseph's
brethren had to go down to
Egypt for food. There, in time,
they learned that Joseph wa s
still alive, and next in power to
Pharaoh, the ruler of all Egypt .
When Joseph learned from
them that his father was stil l
alive he sent for him to com e
to Egypt to reside, and to brin g
his household with him. The
last three verses of our lesson
indicate that Jacob accepted
this invitation, and in Egypt,
as the prophecy states, the Is-
raelites became a great nation.

We fail to see where our
memory verse has any direc t
relationship to the remainder
of the lesson . It is true that
all who live and reign wit h
Christ in his kingdom must b e
exalted to the divine nature—
"born again"

QUESTIONS

Did God blame Jacob for the
means used to obtain the birth-
right?

Where did the Israelites first
become a great nation?
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 7

(rcat tout
MEMORY VERSE : "Greater love hath no man than this, tha t
a man lay down his life for his friends ."—John 15:1 3

GENESIS 44 :18-34
TODAY's lesson is concerned
chiefly with Judah, one of th e
twelve sons of Jacob. All stu-
dents of the Bible are acquaint-
ed with the experience of
Joseph in being sold by hi s
brethren into slavery in Egypt .
The Lord greatly prospere d
Joseph in Egypt, and in a time
of famine he became the chie f
food administrator for the na-
tion, and had the authority t o
sell food to people of other
countries who had been af-
flicted by the great famine
which had reduced such a large
area to a near-starvation status .

Among those who had trav-
eled to Egypt to purchase food
were ten of Joseph ' s brethren .
In his own way Joseph dis-
covered the identity of thes e
men, and from them learne d
that his father Jacob was still
living, and of his younger
brother Benjamin who was wit h
him. On a previous visit he ha d
told his brothers that if the y
came again for food they woul d
have to bring Benjamin wit h
them, else they could not se e
his face, implying that the y
would obtain no food.
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With difficulty they con-
vinced their aged father to let
them take Benjamin with them .
But complications developed .

Joseph worked out a ruse b y
which it appeared that he ha d
the right to demand that Ben-
jamin remain in Egypt as a
bondsman. It is at this point
that our lesson picks up the
narrative, and we find Judah
pleading with Joseph, whos e
identity he did not yet know,
to allow Benjamin to return
with them to their father . Judah
was eloquent in his plea, final-
ly, offering to remain in Egyp t
himself in the place of Ben-
jamin .

This attitude of Judah seems
to have been in keeping wit h
his character. When, years be -
fore, the brothers decided to
get rid of Joseph Reuben sug-
gested that they drop him into
a pit, where he would proba-
bly die . But Judah did not agree ,
and he said unto his brethern ,
"What profit is it if we sla y
our brother, and conceal hi s
blood? Come, and let us sel l
him to the Ishmaelites, and le t
not our hand be upon him ;
for he is our brother and our
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flesh ." The others agreed t o
this, and Joseph's life was
saved .

And now that this one with
such great authority in the land
was proposing to keep Benja-
min as a bondsman, Judah
again came to the rescue, this
time at great personal cost t o
himself . This displayed a grea t
concern for Benjamin, and als o
for the aged father . It is quit e
in keeping with the spirit of
our memory verse which state s
that no one has greater love
than that which is displayed by
a willingness to lay down hi s
life for his friends. So far as
Judah was concerned ; if Joseph
accepted his offer he might
well have died in Egypt without
seeing his family again.

Certainly there is a valuable
lesson in this for the Lord' s
people today ; for those, that is ,
who are admonished by the
Scriptures to lay down their
lives for their brethren . Jesus
laid down his life for us, and
we are invited to walk in hi s
footsteps of self-sacrifice, no t
only on behalf of our brethre n
in Christ, but we are to do goo d
unto all as we have opportuni-
ty .—Gal . 6 :1 0

In pleading before Joseph fo r
the release of Benjamin, Juda h
relates to him the difficulty
they had to obtain their
father's consent to bring hi m
to Egypt . The father spoke of
the loss of Joseph, supposing

that he had been slain by
beasts, and then added concern-
ing Benjamin, "If ye take thi s
also from me and mischief be-
fall him, ye shall bring down
my gray hairs with sorrow to
the grave." Judah, agreeing
with this, adds, "Now therefore
when I come to thy servant m y
father, and the lad be not with
us; seeing that his life is bound
up in the lad's life; it shall
come to pass, when he seeth
that the lad is not with us ,
that he will die ; and thy serv -
ants shall bring down the gray
hairs of thy servant our father
in sorrow to the grave ."

These are enlightening state-
ments of fact, when we realiz e
that the word "grave" in bot h
instances is a translation of th e
Hebrew word "sheol," the only
word in the Old Testament
which is translated "hell ." In
other words, Jacob's gray hairs
went to the Bible hell when he
died, although he was a right-
eous man. The explanation i s
simple . The Bible hell is simply
the state of death, of oblivion,
and in due time those in hel l
will be awakened .

QUESTION S

Relate the circumstances lead-
ing up to today's lesson .

In what sense does our
memory verse apply ?

What is the meaning of th e
Hebrew word "sheol" ?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

The Good Works of God's Peopl e

"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearin g
of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity ,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of goo d
works."—Titus 2:13, 1 4

THE Scriptures clearly reveal that while the followers o f
the Master are justified by their faith in the redeemin g
blood of Christ, this faith must be demonstrated by zealous
participation in the good works of the Lord which he has
outlined in the Bible for his people of the Gospel Age .
These works of self-sacrifice are on behalf of others . Paul
sums them up beautifully, saying, "As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith ."—Gal. 6 :1 0

The Lord's "peculiar people" have the wonderful ex -
ample of Jesus as an inspiration to faithfulness in laying
down their lives in the divine cause. The Scriptures inform
us that Jesus went about doing good by preaching the Gos-
pel of the kingdom, and illustrating the blessings of the
kingdom by the many miracles which he performed . A
prophecy concerning Jesus, which is quoted in John 2 :17 ,
reads, "I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an
alien unto my mother's children . For the zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up ; and the reproaches of them tha t
reproached thee are fallen upon me ."—Ps. 69:8, 9
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It was because of Jesus' zeal in the service of his Heav-
enly Father that he became a hated alien and stranger t o
the people of his own nation, even to his own family . It
was his consuming zeal as the great Lightbearer that
finally led to his death on Calvary's cross . Our zeal as the
followers of the Master will also lead to persecution, an d
to being ostracized by the world . Even in this day of
liberalism and tolerance the true follower of Jesus will
find himself more or less alienated from the world because
his aims and viewpoints are out of harmony with those of
the world.

The Apostle Peter wrote, "Ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that
ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light ." (I Pet . 2 :9 )
The Revised Standard Version, instead of saying that we
should "show forth the praises" of the Lord, reads, "tha t
you may declare the wonderful deeds of him ." Certainly
if we declare the wonderful deeds of the Lord—his grea t
plan of the ages—we will be showing forth his praises .

"A Chosen Generation"

In this wonderful text the Apostle Peter first of all says
that the Lord's people of the Gospel Age are a "chosen
generation." In chapter 1, verse 2 he explains that we be -
came God's chosen, or elect, people "through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit ." The sanctifying power of the Holy
Spirit is in reality the power of the inspired Word in our
lives, even as Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy Word is truth ."—John 17 :17

The "sanctification of the Spirit" is a setting apart to d o
the holy will of our Heavenly Father . It meant this for
Jesus, and it led to his sacrificial death . If the Holy Spiri t
is truly working in our lives it will likewise lead us in th e
way of sacrifice, and if we continue faithful this also will

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

lead us into death. It means that we will be planted to-
gether in the likeness of Jesus' death . It means that even
as it was with Jesus, we also will go about doing good ,
proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom, and assuring th e
people that in God's due time there shall be no more pain ,
no more death, and that all tears will be wiped away.

"A Royal Priesthood"

In ancient Israel the priests were God's representatives
in their work of blessing the people. One of their impor-
tant functions was the offering of sacrifice . Jesus is our
great High Priest, and as underpriests we also have the
privilege of offering sacrifice . We do not offer bulls an d
goats and other animals as the priests of Israel did . In-
stead, we offer ourselves . Peter wrote, "Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood ,
to offer up . . . sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesu s
Christ ."—I Pet . 2 : 5

Paul confirms this statement by Peter, saying, "I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God ,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept -
able unto God, which is your reasonable service ." (Rom .
12:1) Paul also wrote, "Holy brethren, partakers of th e
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of
our profession, Christ Jesus."—Heb. 3 : 1

The sacrificial work of the Gospel-Age priests is holy ,
not because of the priests themselves, according to th e
flesh, are perfect, but because their sacrifices have been
made holy by the blood of Christ . This is why the work s
of these peculiar people are described as being "good . "
If we are faithfully following Jesus we will be consumed
entirely by these good works . As we have noted, our sacri-
fices are not of animals, but of ourselves . They are sacri-
fices which are manifested in doing good unto all men ,
and especially to the household of faith .
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These good works of sacrifice are chiefly in making
known the glad tidings of the kingdom, although no faith-
ful Christian will turn aside from rendering temporal ai d
to a brother in Christ when he sees that a real need exists.
Concerning the work of proclaiming the Gospel of the
kingdom, the Daily Manna comment for April 30 is to th e
point . It reads :

"The very object of being called into the light is tha t
we may let it shine . If we do not let it shine we are un-
worthy of it, and the treasure will be taken away and w e
will be left in darkness . If indeed we have received the
light and have consecrated ourselves fully to God, let u s
ask ourselves, What am I doing to show forth the praises
of him who hath called me out of darkness? Am I goin g
forth with these tidings to my neighbors near and far ?
Can I truly affirm that I am :

"All for Jesus, all for Jesus
All my being's ransomed powers ;

All my thoughts, and words, and doings ,
All my days and all my hours"?

"An Holy Nation"
Peter also says that we are a "holy nation," or holy

people. Basic to all the qualities of the followers of the
Master is their holiness . As we have seen, they are holy
because they have been redeemed by the blood of Christ ,
and have their fleshly imperfections covered by the rob e
of Christ's righteousness . God told the Israelites that i f
they obeyed his Law they would be a "holy nation" unt o
him. We quote : "Now therefore, if ye will obey my voic e
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people : for all the earth is
mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation ."—Exod . 19:5, 6

This language is similar to that used by Peter concern-
ing the royal priesthood and holy nation of the Gospe l
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Age. The vast majority of the ancient Israelites failed to
inherit the wonderful promise made to them because the y
were not faithful to the Lord and to his Law, and thi s
serves as a warning to us of the Gospel Age of the vital
importance of being faithful to the terms of our calling ,
for the promises made to us are even more far-reachin g
in that they include the hope of the divine nature . They
are "exceeding great and precious promises ."—II Pet . 1 : 4

Jesus said of the holy nation, or people, of which we are
a part, "Ye are the light of the world . A city that is set on
an hill cannot be hid . Neither do men light a candle, an d
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth
light unto all that are in the house . Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works, an d
glorify your Father which is in heaven."—Matt . 5:14-1 6

"A Peculiar People "

While our good works are done on behalf of others ,
primarily they are to glorify the Lord . Peter suggests this
in his statement that we are "peculiar people ; that . . . [we ]
should show forth the praises of him who hath called . . .
[us] out of darkness into his marvelous light ." (I Pet . 2 :9 )
When the King James Version of the Bible was translated
the word "peculiar" did not have the connotation ofte n
given to it today ; namely, to be odd .

In our text (Titus 2 :14) the word "peculiar" is translate d
from a Greek word meaning "special ." We are a special
people, a people zealous of good works . Not many through -
out the centuries since the creation and fall have bee n
zealous for good works . Selfishness has dominated most of
the world's activities, so the fact that the Lord's peopl e
are zealous for good works in itself makes them a ver y
special people . However, they are special in that they hav e
been called by God and invited to be partners with hi m
and with his beloved Son in the outworking of his grea t
plan of salvation .
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In Peter's statement that we are a peculiar people he
uses a Greek word which means "purchased ." They are
purchased at a very high price, even the precious bloo d
of Christ, and this makes them a very special people in-
deed—a people set apart by God to be the light of the
world, to be witnesses for Jesus and for the Word of God ;
and later, when the kingdom is established, to be associ-
ated with Jesus as priests and kings for the blessing of al l
the families of the earth . "Happy Zion, what a favored lot
is thine . "

The King James Version reads that we are a peculiar, or
purchased people, to "show forth the praises of him who
hath called . . . [us] out of darkness into his marvelou s
light." The marginal translation uses the word "virtues "
rather than "praises ." How marvelous are the virtues o f
our Heavenly Father! There are his cardinal attributes ,
Wisdom, Justice, Love, and Power, and all the other truly
praiseworthy virtues which are associated with these .

And how can we show forth these virtues of our just
and loving God? Simply by making known the harmon y
and beauty of his glorious plan of salvation . We can pro -
claim his mighty and loving works—not only those alread y
accomplished, but those also which he reveals to us as be-
ing his future accomplishments, even the resurrection o f
the dead, and the giving to all mankind the opportunity,
through Jesus, to obey and live .

We can also testify concerning God's virtues in the
marvelous manner in which, through the power of his Hol y
Spirit, he is dealing with us—how he guides, corrects, and
strengthens us in our every time of need . What a privileg e
to tell of his loving-kindness which is shed abroad in ou r

lives . Truly our God is a great God, and the high-soundin g
praises of his virtues should be upon our lips at all times .

One of the great facts of God's loving-kindness towar d
us is that he has called us "out of darkness into his marvel -
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ous light." How dark is the darkness in the world today ,
and how few there are who have been favored with the
light of truth—the truth concerning God's plan . We are
enjoying this light of truth, not because of our own intel-
ligence or wisdom, but because the Lord has called us t o
himself, through Jesus, and has opened the eyes and ears
of our understanding so that we might know the mysterie s
of God .

To grasp the reality of this is to be filled with consumin g
zeal to participate as fully as possible in those "goo d
works" of which all the people of God are truly zealous .
No sacrifice will be too great, no labor too tiring, as we
press on in the doing of these "good works" of the Lord .
And how wonderful it is to realize that while at present
the world shows little or no appreciation of the message ,
the time will come when a knowledge of his glory will fill
the whole earth as the waters cover the sea .—Isa . 11 : 9

Our Own Salvatio n

Another aspect of our work for which we should also b e
zealous is mentioned by Paul in Philippians 2 :12, 13 . We
quote : "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed ,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my ab-
sence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of his good pleasure ." We are to "do good unto all
men," "especially unto them who are of the household o f
faith," (Gal. 6 :10) and besides, our being co-workers to-
gether with the Lord involves working out our own sal-
vation .

How do we work out our own salvation? It is by obedi-
ence to the Word of God, zealously applying all its instruc-
tion as guides in our consecrated lives . Working out our
own salvation does not mean a lessening of our zeal an d
activity as witnesses for Jesus and for the Word of God .
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We do not need to take time off from doing good unto al l
men in order to "work on" ourselves ." There is no time
when the truth and its spirit exerts a more powerful in-
fluence in our lives than when we are using it faithfull y

in our efforts to bless others .

Working out our own salvation is simply a matter of ap-
plying the great precepts of the truth which we witness to
others to our own hearts and lives . Laying down our lives
in the ministry of the truth is God's principal way of pre -
paring us for the "great salvation," and of proving our

worthiness of it . This does not imply the necessity alway s

of explaining the truth personally to others. We may well

be participating in this united service of the Lord's people
through our faithfulness and zeal in caring for the need s
of the home and family . We should do all things to the
glory of the Lord, and when we do we are working ou t

our own salvation .

Paul explains that as we work out our own salvation ,
God works in us "to will and to do of his good pleasure . "
(Phil . 2:13) Every aspect of our relationship with God and
his service would be a failure but for his grace and help

in every time of need. We should be laying down our lives
for one another, and we should be faithfully bearing wit-
ness to the truth, but all our efforts would lead but t o
failure were it not for the fact that it was the Lord wh o
began the good work in us, and who gives us the assur-
ance that he will continue to work in us .

How wonderful it is to know that none of God's prom-
ises fail! Because we know that this is true we can forge
ahead in the doing of his will, knowing that he will guide
us by his Spirit, and by his Spirit strengthen us for ever y

task his will outlines for us . May the hope of glory at the
end of the way stimulate us to greater faithfulness, as

zealously we pursue that to which we have been called .

-000—
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Lest Ye Be Weary and Fain t

THE Apostle Paul wrote, "Consider Him that endure d
such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye b e
wearied and faint in your minds ." (Heb . 12:3) Probably
one of the outstanding reasons the Lord's people are con-
stantly in danger of becoming weary and faint in thei r
minds and hearts is that they are neither understood nor
appreciated by the world, and, as a matter of fact, ar e
offtimes misrepresented . The great realities of Jesus' life
were contradicted by his enemies, yet he bore up patientl y
until the end, and died loving those who put him to death .
To be looked upon and represented as wrong when w e
know that we are right, is a severe test ; and only through
faith in the glorious outcome of the life of sacrifice ar e
we able to continue on without becoming weary .

So far as the flesh is concerned, the Lord's people are
faulty, and frequently give just cause for opposition fro m
others . We have no worthwhile reputation and no specially
meritorious traits of character by which to commend our -
selves to those with whom we come in contact . But with
Jesus it was different . He was perfect—"holy, harmless ,
undefiled, separate from sinners ." (Heb. 7 :26) Yet his no-
bility and perfection were denied by the sinners who con-
tradicted him, and he was put to death as a malefactor .
All of this he endured without weariness and without
fainting . What an example !

Now we are to "consider" him, to look upon him as a
pattern and guide in our lives . We are to realize that a s
he was, so are we in this world ; that is, strangers an d
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aliens . The Master himself said, "If the world hate you, y e
know that it hated me before it hated you." (John 15 :18 )
The world hated Jesus without a just cause . May we striv e
to live so that any hatred of the world toward us will be ,
so far as possible, also without cause .

If we give others just cause to hate and contradict us it
it because we are not following Jesus, but meddling, per-
haps in things that are not, or should not, be our concern .
But if we suffer as Jesus suffered—without a cause—the n
we have whereof to be thankful . In this event we can look
to the Heavenly Father, the great source of comfort an d
strength, in confidence that he will help us to bear th e
contradictions which his love and wisdom permit to com e
upon us, for he knoweth the way that we take, and when
he has tried us we shall come forth as gold .—Job 23 :10

Paul admonished, "Let us not be weary in well-doing :
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not ." (Gal . 6 :9 )
If we are utilizing all of our energies in well-doing, bot h
in the development of the Christian graces in our ow n
hearts and also in our endeavors to bless others, we can
depend upon divine succor in proportion to our needs .
This will enable us to go forward courageously without
fainting and without becoming weary, no matter ho w
formidable may be the foes that heap "contradictions "
upon us in an effort to beat our courage down .

Regardless of the fierce opposition against us, we must ,
as followers of the Master, continue in the narrow way .
Never should we render anything but good in return fo r
evil . We should "do good unto all men" as we have oppor-
tunity, and "especially unto them who are of the house-
hold of faith." (Gal . 6:10) Our doing good must be kep t
up consistently unto the very end of the way if we hope
to be among those who "in due season shall reap" if the y
"faint not . "
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To render good for evil is one of the vital tests of tru e
discipleship, the doing of which, in the name of the Master ,
will be one of the factors in winning the divine approval
and a place with Jesus in the glorious kingdom of blessing
soon to be established . To render good for evil is to be lik e
God. His plan of salvation is a revelation of the extent t o
which this quality of love is displayed by him toward re-
bellious man. How important, then, that those whom he
purposes to use in the blessed work of reconciling th e
world to himself should prove that at heart, and at the
cost of their very lives, they are irrevocably committed t o
the task of exemplifying this principle because they hav e
learned that it is the divine will for them and because the y
know that it is right .

Of the Master it is said that he endured the cross and
despised the shame "for the joy that was set before him . "
(Heb. 12:2) We also have a joy set before us—the joy o f
reaping, in due time, if we faint not . We hope to reap a
place with Jesus in the kingdom, and with him to share th e
work of further demonstrating the love of the Father by
dispensing to the dying world those lifegiving blessings
arranged for them in the divine plan, and provided fo r
them by the death of Jesus .

In the contradiction of sinners against Jesus they cried ,
"He hath saved others ; let him save himself." (Luke 23 :35 )
How little did they know that through his death he was
purchasing the opportunity of salvation for them and for
all mankind. Thus his enduring of the contradiction re-
sults in the greatest possible blessing to those who did the
contradicting. It will be so in our experience if we follow
the Master all the way into death—going down in apparent
defeat, but actually in glorious victory .
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rust doth not corrupt," and
thieves do not break through

e~vevi~t~ 7teasu'e and steal .

"Lay not up for yourselves

treasures upon earth, wher e
moth and rust doth corrupt,

and where thieves brea k

through and steal: but lay up

for yourselves treasures i n

heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, an d

where thieves do not break

through nor steal : for where

your treasure is, there wil l

your heart be also."
—Matthew 6:19-2 1

THIS admonition by Jesus i s
very plainly stated. As dis-
ciples of Christ we are not to
lay up treasures on earth, but
we are- to lay up treasures in
heaven. Jesus gave a very
wise reason for this advice .
He said that on earth "moth
and rust doth corrupt" treas-
ures which are stored away ,
and "thieves break throug h
and steal ." But in heaven it

The worldly-wise like to
scatter their investments . The y
trust that thus a loss may be
compensated for by a gain .
We who follow Christ, an d
are laying up treasures i n
heaven, cannot scatter our in-
vestments . We cannot, with
safety, lay up some treasures
on earth, and some in heaven .
We can only put our treasure
into one of two places. Either
we are laying up treasure o n
earth or in heaven.

The first step towards lay-
ing up treasure in heaven is
a full and complete consecra-
tion of ourselves to do th e
will of God. Sometimes we
see a notice displayed which
reads, "This business is under
an entirely new management . "
That is the kind of notice we
hang in our hearts at conse-
cration . Hitherto we served
self ; henceforth we serve God.
Hitherto we did our own will ;
henceforth we do God's will .
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Hitherto we laid up treasure
in heaven. Hitherto we man -
aged our own lives ; hence -
forth our lives are to be man -
aged by the Lord.

This first step of consecra-
tion is emphasized for us i n
our Lord's dealings with tha t
rich young man who, as state d
in Matthew 19:16-22, "came
and said unto him, Goo d
Master, what good thing shal l
I do, that I may have eterna l
life? And he said unto him ,
Why callest thou me good ?
there is none good but One,
God : but if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the command-
ments . He said unto him ,
Which? Jesus said, Thou shal t
do no murder, Thou shalt no t
commit adultery, Thou shal t
not steal, Thou shalt not bea r
false witness, honor thy fa-
ther and thy mother: and,
Thou shalt love thy neighbo r
as thyself. The young man
said unto him, All these things
have I kept from my youth
up: what lack I yet? Jesus
said unto him, If thou wilt b e
perfect, go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasur e
in heaven: and come and fol-
low me. But when the young
man heard that saying, h e
went away sorrowful : for he
had great possessions ."

"What lack I yet?" aske d
this young man. In his reply
Jesus, in effect, said, Young
man, you have made a wrong
investment . Follow me, an d
lay up for yourself treasure
in heaven, not treasure upo n
earth . The young man wen t
away sorrowful, for he had
great possessions . If we have
responded to the gracious in-
vitation of Jesus to deny self ,
take up our cross daily and
follow him, the earth is no w
our workhouse, and heaven i s
our storehouse . Our chief
business here is to lay u p
treasure there .

Love of God

Part of the treasure we ar e
laying up for ourselves in
heaven is the love which we
have for our Heavenly Father
and the Lord Jesus . Paul
wrote, "The Lord direct you r
hearts into the love of God . "
(II Thess . 3 :15) How thankfu l
we all are, having been di-
rected into the love and ap-
preciation of God, that w e
know him as a God of justice ,
wisdom, love, and power ; tha t
he is the Author of the grea t
plan of salvation ; that he i s
about to open his hand and
satisfy the desire of every liv-
ing thing; that the Lord Jesu s
is the Heavenly Father's ac-
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tive and willing agent in th e
carrying out of this great pla n
of redemption ; the One wh o
was rich, but who for our
sakes became poor.

Because of the love whic h
we now have for our Heaven-
ly Father and the Lord Jesus ,
and because we are thus lay-
ing up for ourselves this
treasure in heaven, we shall
not be entirely strangers
when, having made our call-
ing and election sure, we are
ushered into their presence .
May our consecrated heart s
be more and more directe d
into the love of God, and into
the love of the Lord Jesus ,
for this is indeed a heavenl y
treasure .

Think of the meeting of
Paul and Silas beyond the
veil! After receiving thei r
resurrection change, do yo u
not think that they went ove r
their labors together in the
service of the truth? They
probably recalled their experi-
ence in Philippi resulting
from the faithful proclamation
of the truth, when, after re-
ceiving many stripes, the y
were made fast in the stocks,
and at midnight held a prayer
and praise service .

How sweet it is, even in
the days of our earthly pil -

grim age, to meet, and with
rejoicing go over those time s
of companionship which w e
have spent together in the
service of the truth . Such i s
but a foretaste of what it wil l
be when we meet beyond the
veil . Neither moth nor rust
can corrupt such treasure d
relationships, neither can
thieves break through an d
steal them from us .

Doing Good

Another part of the treas-
ure we are laying up for our-
selves in heaven is the com-
munion, or common union, w e
have together as brothers and
sisters in the Lord. Sometimes
this communion is had by the
written word ; sometimes by
the spoken word. The Bible
says, "But to do good and t o
communicate forget not : for
with such sacrifices God i s
well pleased ."—Heb. 13 :1 6

Again, ,, Now ye Philippian s
know also, that in the begin-
ning of the Gospel, when I
departed from Macedonia, no
church communicated with m e
as concerning giving and re-
ceiving, but ye only . For even
in Thessalonica ye sent once
and again unto my necessity .
Not because I desire a gift :

but I desire fruit, that ma y
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abound to your account . "
(Phil . 4:15-17) What treasur e
in heaven those dear brethre n
at Philippi were laying up
for themselves as they com-
municated with the beloved
Apostle Paul while he was a
prisoner in Rome !

Regarding the spoken word,
we have the well-known and
well-beloved verse in Malachi
3 :16: "Then they that feared
[reverenced] the Lord spak e
often one to another : . . . and
a book of remembrance wa s
written before him for them
that feared [reverenced] th e
Lord, and that thought upon
his name." Do you not think
that to have our names writ-
ten in God's book of remem-
brance is a part of the treas-
ure we are laying up for our-
selves in heaven? Let us ,
then, not forsake the as-
sembling of ourselves to-
gether, whether it be at con-
ventions, in the ecclesia, or
in our homes. Let us think
upon, and talk about, our
Heavenly Father, the Lord
Jesus and the precious truth ,
for by so doing we are layin g
up for ourselves treasure in
heaven .

Confessing the Lord

Another part of this treas-
ure is the confession we make

of the Lord and his Word.
How the Lord's terms of dis-
cipleship do sift and test our
very innermost thoughts. Let
us hear him, as he says "Who-
soever shall confess me be-
fore men, him shall the Son
of Man also confess before
the angels of God. But he tha t
denieth me before men shall
be denied before the angel s
of God ."—Luke 12 :8, 9

In the same Gospel we read
these words of the Master :
"For whosoever shall b e
ashamed of me and of my
words, of him shall the So n
of Man be ashamed, when h e
shall come in his own glory ,
and in his Father's, and of
the holy angels ." (Luke 9:26)
Let us examine ourselves t o
be sure that we are not
ashamed of the Lord and his
words . "Am I a soldier of the
cross, a follower of the Lamb ?
And shall I fear to own his
cause, or blush to speak hi s
name?"

Jesus said, "Blessed Are ye,
when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shal l
say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake . Re-
joice, and be exceeding glad :
for great is your reward in
heaven . " (Matt . 5 :11, 12) To
endure such things for hi s
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sake means we are laying up
for ourselves treasure in
heaven.

Be assured that reviling and
persecution will come to al l
those who have the courage
of their convictions . We need
to examine ourselves continu-
ally, lest to any extent we
keep our light under a
"bushel"—and there is quite
an assortment of "bushels."
It cannot be long, when, if
faithful, we shall be glorified
with our Lord . Those who now
treat us unkindly because they
are blinded and misled by the
Devil will then bow thei r
hearts before us as the anoint-
ed of the Lord . Yes, grea t
will be our reward, our treas-
ure, not here on earth, bu t
there in heaven .

Interim Dividend s

In business concerns, period-
ic accounts are prepared, and ,
on the basis of the profi t
made for the period, an inter-
im dividend is paid to the
shareholders on the money
invested by them. When at
the end of the year final ac -
counts are prepared, and th e
actual profit for the year as-
certained, a final dividend is
paid to the shareholders.

According to the words o f
the Master in John 4:36, our

labor in the Lord is not in
vain, either in the present or
in the future. We have a
present inheritance, an inter-
im dividend, and we have al -
so a future inheritance, a
final dividend. The Master' s
words are, "He that reapeth,
receiveth wages" ; a present
inheritance, an interim divi-
dend; "and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal," a future
inheritance, a final dividend .

Even our smallest servic e
is sure to be blessed and
owned by our loving Lord and
by our Heavenly Father. We
have the statement in Hebrew s
6 :10 : "For God is not unright-
eous to forget your work an d
labor of love." Every word
we speak, every act we do, in
his name and for his sake, be-
comes a part of that treasure
we are laying up for ourselve s
in heaven. Even so small a
service as the giving of a cu p
of water to a disciple of Jesus ,
because you belong to him ,
will be rewarded. Yes, such
will be drawing dividends
when this present evil order
of things will have become a
complete wreck, never to be
salvaged.

Let us note the following
scriptural phrases referring to
the final dividend which
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awaits those who have lai d
up treasures in heaven, "Wel l
done, thou good and faithfu l
servant : . . . enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord." (Matt.
25:21) "Beloved, now are w e
the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that when
he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him
as he is ." (I John 3:2) "T o
him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my

throne, even as I also over -
came, and am set down wit h
my Father in his throne." —
Rev. 3 :2 1

May we repeat that as dis-
ciples of Jesus, who have de-
nied self, taken up our cross
daily, and are following the
Lamb whithersoever he go-
eth, earth is now our work-
house, heaven is now ou r
storehouse . Our chief busines s
here is to lay up treasure
there .

Bible stories for children

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E
Bible stories for children—fascinatingly different, but true t o
the Bible . Your children will love it. Parents also thrill over "Th e
First Shipbuilder," "A Boy Who Dreamed," "General Gideon,"
"A King Who Ate Grass," "The Most Important Baby," "Peter's

Strange Dream"—in fact, all its forty-eight illustrated stories ,
many in two colors .
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Talking Things Over

Our Oneness in Christ

ONE of the fundamental teachings of the Bible with re-
spect to the followers of the Master is that the Heavenl y
Father desires that they be at one with each other, with
all recognizing the Headship of Christ . Jesus said to hi s
disciples, "One is your Master, even Christ ; and all ye ar e
brethren." (Matt . 23:8) The word "brethren" implies a
family relationship, and the ideal state of every well con-
stituted family is one of harmony and co-operation . Con-
cerning the household of faith the psalmist wrote, `Behold ,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!"—Ps . 133: 1

Jesus prayed earnestly on behalf of his disciples, saying ,
"Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth . As
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world . And for their sakes I sanctify myself ,
that they also might be sanctified through the truth .
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word ; that they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us : that the world may believe that
thou has sent me."—John 17 :17-21

Here the Master stresses that the basis of unity among
the brethren is to be at one with the Father, and with him.
Those who are wholly at one with the Father and with hi s
beloved Son will of necessity be at one with each other .
Jesus was at one with his Father because he sanctified
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himself through the truth, the truth of the divine plan re-
vealing to him the Father's will, and he was determine d
to do that will regardless of what the cost might be ; and
the cost was high, even the giving of his life on the cross.

And Jesus prayed that we might also be sanctified b y
the truth, the same truth which sanctified him, which was
the truth of his Heavenly Father's plan for the redemp-
tion and salvation of the world of mankind from sin and
death. We are brought into harmony with the Father
through this truth. Our oneness with the Father and the
Son is therefore based upon it, which means that our one-
ness with each other is likewise based upon the truth .

What Is Truth ?

In this connection the question naturally arises as t o
what is truth. When Jesus prayed for the sanctification o f
his followers by the truth he added, "Thy word is truth. "
In Jesus' day the Old Testament Scriptures were the Word
of God. Now, in the Lord's providence, we have the Ne w
Testament, which serves in such a wonderful way to in-
terpret the Old Testament, particularly its great truths
pertaining to the divine plan .

There is much in the Bible, especially in the Old Testa-
ment, which is historical, and while there are valuabl e
lessons for us in the historical features of the Bible, it
was not directly through history that God spoke to hi s
people of olden times, nor do his vital messages to us come
through history. Paul wrote, "In many and various ways
God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets ; but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son ."—Heb. 1:1 ,
R .S .V.

Through the illumination given to the prophetic mes-
sages by the Son, God is still speaking to us through the
prophets, but so important is Jesus' position in this ar-
rangement that the apostle emphasizes that it is the So n
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who is speaking . To appreciate this we might ask ourselve s
how much we would know today about the plans and pur-
poses of God if it were not for the ministry of Jesus and
the apostles whom he specially trained and enlightened by
the gift of the Holy Spirit . We would have those beautiful
specimens of literary grandeur contained in the Old Testa-
ment, and we would have all the other material of the Ol d
Testament, but would know nothing of what any of it
means in terms of the divine plan of the ages . The proph-
ets themselves did not understand the meaning of muc h
which they wrote, and neither would we unless God ha d
spoken to us through his Son .

What the Scriptures Clearly Teac h

Each month on the outside back cover of The Dawn is
published a list of items under the heading, "To Us th e
Scriptures Clearly Teach ." These items represent some of
the fundamental teachings of the Bible, and we recom-
mend a careful study of them, together with the Scriptur e
texts cited in their support . The ransom sacrifice of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the sins of both the
church and the world is the hub, so to speak, around
which all the fundamental doctrines of the divine pla n
are clustered .

One of the evidences that any teaching of the Bible is
fundamental is that it can be abundantly supported by
plain statements of the Word of God . There are many in-
teresting and, we might say, fill-in views and interpreta-
tions, that are a certain measure of help to us which ar e
based either on interpretation or deduction . Each follower
of the Master should recognize, however, that these should
not be made a test of fellowship or of co-operation i n
the ministry .

What constitutes the penalty for sin is another funda-
mental doctrine of the divine plan . The Apostle Pau l
wrote, "The wages of sin is death," and this is so clearl y
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stated that it would seem impossible for anyone to hol d
any other view. However, there are those who claim that
Paul did not mean death as we know it, but simply a
separation from God, to be endured in a place of eternal
torture. But this distortion of truth works havoc to the
entire divine plan of redemption and recovery from sin
and death .

God created man to live on the earth as a human, an d
he created the earth to be an everlasting home for man .
(Gen. 1:27, 28; Isa. 45:18) These truths are also among the
basic doctrines of the divine plan, and to ignore the m
leads to confusion in the study of the Bible . It is true als o
that God has provided a heavenly home and reward fo r
the faithful footstep followers of the Master, but this pro -
vision has been made so that these might be associate d
with Jesus in the future work of blessing all the familie s
of the earth, as promised in the covenant which God mad e
with father Abraham . It is not God's plan to exalt the en -
tire human race to a heavenly home .

The First and Second Advents

David wrote, "When I consider Thy heavens, the work
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast
ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him? an d
the Son of man, that thou visitest him?" (Ps. 8 :3, 4) This
is a reference to Christ's visit to earth as the representa-
tive of his Heavenly Father. This prophecy is fulfilled in
the first and second advents of Jesus, and the simpl e
truths of the Bible pertaining to these great events in the
plan of God are fundamental to the Christian because of
their sanctifying power in his life .

Jesus' work at his first advent was to select his apostle s
and give them a certain amount of training for their min-
istry, and to lay down his life for the sins of the world .
He was raised from the dead a powerful divine being ;
poured out the Holy Spirit upon his waiting disciples at
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Pentecost, and assured them that he would return . The
Scriptures clearly teach that the work of his second pres-
ence would be, first of all, to serve his household, his
faithful watchers, with "meat in due season," and to con -
duct a work of harvest . As "Michael", he was to destroy
Satan's social order through a great "time of trouble. "
Christ was also to set up his kingdom through which, afte r
the "time of trouble," he would bless all the families o f
the earth during "the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began."—Acts 3 :19-21

This latter work of Christ's second presence will entai l
the complete enlightenment of the people, and in this as-
pect of Christ's kingdom work Jesus is identified as "tha t
prophet" promised by God through Moses. In this connec-
tion Peter explains, "It shall come to pass, that every soul ,
which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from

among the people." (Acts 3:23) This is the death penalty
being inflicted upon the incorrigibly wicked, this truth be-
ing another of the fundamental doctrines of the divine
plan.

These are some of the divine plan doctrines which exer-
cise a sanctifying power in our lives . Those whose hearts
have been truly touched by these great truths should hav e
no difficulty in enjoying a oneness of spirit, of purpose ,
and of co-operation in the ministry of the Gospel ; that
"Gospel of Christ" of which Paul said he was not ashamed,
and which he declared is "the power of God unto salva-
tion." Paul also refers to this divine purpose as "th e
Gospel of God" which he had foretold by the holy proph-
ets . It is the great theme song of the Bible which reached
such a glorious climax at the time of Jesus' birth whe n
the angels sang, "Glory to God in the highest . "

In Due Time

The expression "in due time" is used a number of time s
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in the Scriptures, and in connection with important events
in the divine plan . The expression "fulness of times" was
used in connection with the first advent of Jesus . Paul
explained that the great truth pertaining to the death o f
Jesus as man's Redeemer would be testified to all "i n
due time."—I Tim. 2:3-6

Just before Jesus left his disciples to return to the
heavenly courts they asked him, "Wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel?" To this Jesus re -
plied, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons ,
which the Father hath put in his own power ." (Acts 1 :6, 7 )
Without doubt the Heavenly Father has "times and sea -
sons" for every detail of his plan, and as his people need
this knowledge, it is given to them . To the disciples Jesus
explained that the great work of being his witnesses
throughout the earth was spread out before them, imply-
ing that they could not expect the establishment of th e
kingdom until this work had been accomplished .

We are not to understand, however, that while the dis-
ciples at the first advent were not given a knowledge o f
"the times and seasons" of the divine plan, the disciple s
at the second advent would have these "times and seasons "
all revealed to them . We have been blessed with a grea t
deal of understanding of the "due time" aspects of th e
divine plan, but the Father is still holding the complete-
ness of this knowledge in his his own power, and there i s
much we would like to know about it which has not yet
been revealed to us . For example, we would like to know
when the church will be completed, and the kingdom full y
established, but this knowledge is still being withheld b y
the Father.

And it is interesting in this connection to observe tha t
while Jesus was doubtness guided by the time features o f
the divine plan which applied to his first visit and its work ,
he did not use this knowledge to convince others of hi s
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Messiahship . When John the Baptist sent messengers t o
Jesus to inquire if he was the Messiah for whom they had
been looking, Jesus' reply to John was a rehearsal of th e
mighty works which were being accomplished—the heal-
ing of the sick, the raising of the dead, and the preaching
of the Gospel to the poor . No time feature of the divine
plan was used by Jesus to convince John concerning Jesus .

The same time feature of the plan which pointed out
when the Messiah could be expected, also mentioned the
confirmation of the covenant with Israel for a certai n
time. (Dan. 9:24-27) The full end of this prophetic seventy
weeks marked the time when the Gospel was to go to th e
Gentiles, but there is nothing in the record to indicate that
when this time came Peter was moved by it to visi t
Cornelius, the first Gentile convert . Instead, God gave him
a special vision, and Cornelius also, that the two might b e
brought together, and the work among the Gentile s
started .

Sir Isaac Newton once expressed the thought that th e
time prophecies of the Bible were given to increase the
faith of the Lord's people in the wonderful manner i n
which they saw them fulfilled ; and doubtless this is indee d
one of the blessed purposes served by them. Certainly the
confirmation of the "Gentile Times" prophecy throug h
the events of 1914 and since has been a great source o f
encouragement to thousands of the Lord's people. But it
would seem that the chronology and time prophecies of
the Bible are not set forth clearly enough in the sacred
Word to be considered fundamental truths . One of the
last expressions made by "that faithful and wise servant "
concerning the importance of chronology in the divin e

plan reads :
"Whether you or we have the date correct we must al l

agree that the signs of the times as we read them indi-
cate clearly that the Master is nigh . . . and that his king-
dom is soon due to begin to take control . This means
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that, whether within one year or within ten or twent y
years, the things which we are expecting will surely be
accomplished. The church will be gathered, the Messian-
ic reign of righteousness will begin, preceded, as foretold,
by the great time of trouble .

"The general facts are much more valuable and impor-
tant than merely the day or the year respecting thes e
facts. . . . Suffer not any dispute over a day or a year to
break the most precious bond of love which binds us t o
the Lord and to all who are truly his . Be specially care-
ful on this point when the subject of discussion is on e
respecting which we have no positive knowledge . The
rupture of fellowship may sometimes be necessary, whe n
we `contend earnestly for the faith once delivered unto
the saints'—faith in the divine plan, in the Redeemer, in
the efficacy of his death, etc . These matters are positivel y
stated in the Bible—not left to deduction, as is the cas e
of chronology and all matters based upon chronology ."—
R. 5348

Along similar lines we would like to present a further
admonition by Brother Russell, which is :

"We urge, moreover, that a knowledge of the times an d
seasons connected with the divine plan of the ages is
helpful, encouraging and inspiring . Nevertheless, such
knowledge is not of itself the Gospel. If every date o f
the chronology and every prophecy were blotted out, w e
should still be joyful in the Lord, and should still rejoice
in his glorious Gospel, of which Jesus and his great sac-
rifice constitutes the center, and our promised participa-
tion with him as his members in the blessing of all th e
families of the earth constitutes the circumference . This
is the good tidings of God's grace in Christ—whether th e
completion of the church shall be accomplished befor e
1914 or not . LetDs preach the message of God's grace ,
and let our hearts be stimulated with God's Messag e
through the prophets, to the effect that the blessing i s
nigh at hand. Let our moderation be manifested to all ,
and let the fact that we know only in part and uneler -
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stand only in part help to keep us humble and moderat e
in word and deed and thought. Thus we shall best serv e
the interests of our Master and his cause, and be mos t
in harmony with the teachings of his Word."—R. 5249

The Unity of the Spiri t

There is no way to be at one in Christ except to be in
harmony with the Word—that infallible Word of God
which has reached us through the ministry of the Holy
Spirit. One of the Bible's illustrations of our oneness i n
Christ is the human body, the head of the body picturin g
Christ, and his followers being the other members . Paul
wrote, "For as the body is one, and hath many members ,
and all the members of that one body, being many are on e
body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles ,
whether we be bond or free ; and have been all made t o
drink into one Spirit ."—I Cor . 12:12, 13

What chaos there would be in the natural body if some
or all of its various members paid little or no attention
to the directions of the head! And so it would be in the
body of Christ . The true unity of the Spirit, our full one-
ness in Christ, is attained as the various members en-
deavor to be governed by the will of the Head . True one-
ness in Christ is not possible simply by endeavoring t o
please one another . The will of the Head is the true guide
to unity—that sweet oneness, that blessedness which i s
enjoyed by brethren who dwell together and are obedien t
to the Head .

Paul wrote, "With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love ; endeavor-
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace . "
(Eph. 4:2, 3) Followers of the Master should and will be
kindly disposed toward one another, but the "unity o f
the Spirit" is much more than a kindly feeling toward ou r
brethren. It is that unity of purpose, that great objective
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which is outlined in the Bible for those who have entered
into a covenant with the Lord by sacrifice .

This unity can be obtained by those who otherwise
would have no common goal in life . It was so of those to
whom Paul addressed this admonition . Some of these
were Jews, some were Gentiles, but under the drawin g
power of God through the influence of his Holy Spiri t
these had been brought together in Christ, and now the y
were admonished to maintain this oneness, for it was what
God wanted them to do, the will of God being revealed t o
them by the Holy Spirit through the ministration of Jesu s
and the apostles, and other servants in the church.

And, as we have already noted, this unity of the Spiri t
was and is solidly based on fundamental doctrines of th e
divine plan. Paul mentions some of the important of these :
"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are calle d
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all." (Eph. 4:5, 6) What marvelous
aspects of the truth Paul thus brings to our attention ; and
to explore these in all their various connections we fin d
essentially all the precious doctrines coming to mind . And
these, in their entirety, are the great foundations of our
oneness in Christ .

Unity of the Fait h
Paul speaks of the different servants the Lord provided

for the church—inspired and uninspired—and tells us that
these are "for the perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ : till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto th e
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, an d
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleigh t
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wai t
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to deceive ; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ ."
—Eph. 4:12-15

Growing up into Christ in all things includes increased
enthusiasm for making known the glorious plan of salva-
tion of which he is the center. Our oneness in Christ in-
cludes the spirit of co-operation in this glorious ministry .
How wonderful it is to enjoy this blest fellowship in th e
service of the Lord and the ministration of the truth .

"We who know that the King of glory and his blesse d
kingdom are the only remedy for the wrongs and woes of
man should be pointing the groaning creation to this
kingdom, rather than to the poultices of their own con-
triving which can do no real good . Tell them the meaning
of present world-wide conditions, and how, beyond th e
troubles now overspreading the world will come th e
glorious times of restitution foretold by all the holy
prophets since the world began . Tell them that the death
of Jesus was the redemption price for the entire race o f
Adam, and that his return is for the purpose not only o f
delivering his church, but to bind Satan and set free all
his captives, including all who are in the graves, givin g
all who will an opportunity to come into the liberty o f
sons of God, under the terms of the New Covenant, soon
to be established . "—R. 5917

TWELVE MESSENGERS OF HOP E

A gift subscription to The Dawn will bring hope ,

comfort, and encouragement to a friend or relative .
Remember someone today !

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

	

$1 .00 A YEAR

	

6 FOR $5 .0 0
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Encouraging Letters

Helpe d

Dear Christian Brethren : I
would like a renewal of my
Dawn, which I enjoy reading
very much. The Dawn has
helped me so very much in
many ways, first to hav e
stronger faith and hope, also
to understand the Scripture s
so very much more . Very truly
yours .—Pennsylvani a

Hungry for the Word

Dear Sirs : I have received
four issues of The Dawn Maga-
zine, and cannot tell you how
much I have enjoyed readin g
them. I am so hungry fo r
spiritual food . I have gone to
church all my life but I have
never really learned anythin g
much about the Bible, and I am
really anxious to read the
words of Jesus . Bless you i n
all your work .—Ohio

Same Gospel Messag e
Dear Brethren of The Dawn :

Greetings of Christian love. I
am enclosing my check for you
to use in the Lord's work
where you need it the most .
We surely are enjoying Th e
Dawn these days—we think it
is wonderful, and look forward
to receiving it each month. It
has the same message that ha s
been proclaimed by all of the

Master's faithful followers—
Jesus Christ and him crucified,
for the redemption of every
member of Adam's race, to be
testified to each member of
the race in God's due time.
Yours in the one hope .—Kansa s

Gets the Answers

Dear "Frank and Ernest":
Greetings in the name of ou r
wonderful Redeemer, the Lord
Jesus . I have been listening to
your program, and have bee n
wonderfully blessed . Usually I
listen to it while I am getting
ready for church . This pro-
gram is a very helpful one be-
cause sometimes I am not clear
on certain points and when I
listen to your discussion I get
the answers. I am vice-presi-
dent of our church's young
people's class, and we are hav-
ing Bible studies . Sometime s
your explanation of things
helps us during our studies . I
will continue to pray for you ,
and request your prayers.—
West Indie s

Cannot Doubt Word

I am an ardent listener to
your program. You will proba-
bly think this rather odd for
me to feel this way, as I am a
Catholic, but everything you
say in the program is backed
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up by the Scriptures. So
whether we are Catholics, Prot-
estants, or Jews, none of u s
can doubt the Word of God
when he speaks to us through
the Scriptures . Many, many
thanks.—Ohi o

A Constant Listene r

Dear Brethren: Greetings to
each of you . I would like to
assure you of my continue d
prayers for each of you . May
the Lord continue to guide an d
direct all that you do. I ask
that you please remember me
in your prayers . I am a con-
stant listener to your program ,
which I hear each Sunday

morning. Your program has
been a real blessing to me. I
hope to receive the book, "The
Creator's Grand Design," for
which I am enclosing one dol-
lar .—Texas

Understands Bette r

The Bible Answers: Please
send me your free booklets ,
"God's Plan," and "Hope Be-
yond the Grave." I shall appre-
ciate getting these booklets . I
am reading and studying th e
ones I have received, and I un-
derstand so much better the
many things I had not under-
stood before.—Mississipp i

—oOo-

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestio n
for a small advertisement in
your local newspaper . This out -
line is designed for two inches
in one column .

OCTOBER SPECIAL : On Sun-
day, October 18, "Frank and
Ernest" will discuss the topic,
"The Birth of a Nation. " Thi s
is a timely topic, and should be
well advertised . Special circu-
lars will be available for this
purpose. Send for as many as
you can use . Address: The
Dawn, East Rutherford, New
Jersey 07073 .

6 1

CAN THE LIVING

TALK WITH THE DEAD ?

To be discussed by

'FRANK and ERNEST' .
KMEO—740 kc .—8 :30 A. M .

Sunday, September 2 0

Hear this unusual topic discussed ,
and send for a free copy of th e
little book, "Hope Beyond th e
Grave ." Address :

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Offic e

New York, N.Y. 10001



Speakers'Appointments

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your request to
Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit wil l
be arranged when possible .

SAM BAKE R
New York, N. Y .

	

Sept. .5- 7

G . M . JEUC K
New Haven, Conn .

	

Sept . 20
Waterbury, Conn .

	

2 0

G. O. JEUC K
Richmond, Va .

	

Sept. 1
Norfolk, Va .

	

2
Baltimore, Md .

	

3
New York, N . Y .

	

5-7
Allentown, Pa .

	

8
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

9
Toledo, Ohio

	

1 0
Pontiac, Mich .

	

1 1
Detroit, Mich .

	

1 3
Jackson, Mich .

	

1 4
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

16, 1 7
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

20
Nashville, Tenn .

	

2 1
Birmingham, Ala .

	

2 2
Louisville, Ala .

	

2 3

A . H . KRUMPOL T
Allentown, Pa .

	

Sept. 2 0

M. C . MITCHEL L
Sayville, N . Y.

	

Sept . 1 3

KENNETH M . NAI L
Rutherford, N . J .

	

Sept . 2
New York, N. Y.

	

5- 7
New Haven, Conn .

	

8
Hartford, Conn .

	

9
Agawam, Mass .

	

1 0
Boston, Mass .

	

1 3
Rochester, N . Y .

	

1 5
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Buffalo, N . Y.

	

1 6
Lockport, N . Y.

	

1 7
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

19, 20
Greenfield, Ohio

	

2 1
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

2 2
St . Joseph, Mo .

	

25
Kansas City, Mo .

	

2 7
Grand Island, Nebr .

	

2 9

GEORGE PASSIO S
Paterson, N . J .

	

Sept. 2 7

HARRY PASSIO S
Langley, B . C .

	

Sept . 1
Vancouver, B. C .

	

2
Seattle, Wash .

	

5- 7
Bremerton, Wash .

	

8
Portland, Oreg .

	

9
The Dalles, Oreg .

	

1 0
Boise, Idaho

	

1 3
Chico, Calif .

	

1 6
Sacramento, Calif .

	

1 7
Antioch, Calif .

	

1 8
San Francisco, Calif .

	

2 0
Palo Alto, Calif .

	

2 1
Fresno, Calif .

	

2 2
San Luis Obispo, Calif .

	

2 3
Bakersfield, Calif .

	

2 4
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

2 7
San Diego, Calif .

	

2 8

E. K . PENROS E
Granite Falls, N . C .

	

Sept . 1
Lynchburg, Va .

	

3
New York, N . Y .

	

5- 7
Rochester, N . Y.

	

9
Buffalo, N . Y.

	

1 0
Lockport, N . Y .

	

1 1
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1 3
1 4
1 5
1 6
2 7
28
29
30

1 3
1 3

Toronto, Ont .
London, Ont .
Chatham, Ont .
Toledo, Ohio
Pittsburgh, Pa .
West Newton, Pa .
Allentown, Pa .
New Haven, Conn .

LEO POS T

Baltimore, Md .

	

Sept.
Philadelphia, Pa .

RICHARD SURAC I

New London, Conn .

	

Sept. 20

STEPHEN SURAC I

Hartford, Conn .

	

Sept . 1 3

H. J . TIEMEYE R
Catawissa, Pa .

	

Sept . 1 3

C. R. WEID A

New York, N . Y .

	

Sept . 5-7
York, Pa .

	

2 7

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S

C. A . CORNELL
Latchford

E .

	

T. NADAL
(Sat .) Oct. 1 7

Dewsbur y

Latchford

(Sat .)

	

Sept. 26

27 Dewsbury
W. F. READE R

(Sat.) Oct.

	

17

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
SEPTEMBER 3—"I desired
mercy, and not sacrifice ; and
the knowledge of God mor e
than burnt offerings."—Hose a
6:6 (Z . '03-220 Hymn 154)

SEPTEMBER 10—"Let no cor-
rupt communication proceed
out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of
edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers ."

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

Ephesians 4 :29 (Z. '99-70 Hymn
312 A)
SEPTEMBER 17—"Christ in you,
the hope of glory."—Colossians
1 :27 (Z. '03-375 Hymn 21 )

SEPTEMBER 24—"I keep m y
body under, and bring it into
subjection, lest . . . I mysel f
should be a castaway."—I
Corinthians 9 :27 (Z. '03-42 5
Hymn K)
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Conventions

JACKSON, MICH ., Sept. 5-7—YMCA ,
127 W. Wesley St . Mrs . Ray Lum-
ley, 2531 Ashton Rd .

NEW YORK, N. Y ., Sept. 5-7 —
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 50th St . an d
Park Ave . Mr. G. M. Jeuck, 8 1
Blauvelt Road, Nanuet, N . Y .

SAN DIEGO, CALIF., Sept . 5-7--
Aztec Center, San Diego State
College, .5402 College Ave . Mrs .
Gilbert L . Rice, 4005 Olympic St .

SEATTLE, WASH., Sept . 5-7—Norwa y
Center, 300 Third Ave . W . Miss Mary
Stevens, 23171 N . 45th St., Apt. 15 .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Sept. 6—
2601 Fillmore St ., N . E . Mrs . C. R .
Newham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Sept . 13—N . W.
Gardens, Independence Hall, N . W .
Blvd . & N. Star Rd . Mrs. Lois Smith ,
4294 Ellery Drive .

PONTIAC, MICH ., Sept. 13—YWCA ,
269 W . Huron St . Mrs. Ora C. Lock-
wood, 110 South Blvd . W ., Rochester,
Mich .

ANTIOCH, CALIF ., Sept . 19, 20—
I .D .E .S . Hall, Tenth St . by City Park.
Mrs . Rose Knockaert, 3832 Larkspu r
Drive, Concord, Calif .

PITTSBURGH, PA ., Sept . 19, 20—
Bellevue YMCA, North Boroug h
Branch, 629 Lincoln Ave . Mr. Car l
S . Boughton, 126 Slater Drive .

ST. LOUIS, MO., Sept . 19, 20—
Gateway Hotel, Ninth and Washing -
ton Ave . Mrs. D . E. Prutzman, 2035
Jannette Drive.

CINCINNATI, OHIO, Sept. 20—
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks Bldg .,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs . Edith M .
Harp, 3908 S . Madison Ave .

COLUMBUS, IND., Sept. 20—Ever-
road Medical Center, Carpenter
Union Hall, 2760 25th St. Mrs.
David Chastain, R . R. 1 .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Sept. 20—
IOGT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave. Mrs .
Edna Durand, 4016 16th Ave . S .
CHICAGO, ILL ., Sept. 27—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W. Chicago Ave . Mr .
Leonard Jezuit, 10742 S . Tolma n
Ave .
DETROIT, MICH ., Sept . 27—Northwest
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River .
Mr . Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmon t
St., Dearborn Heights, Mich .

BUFFALO, N . Y ., Oct . 3, 4—Sweet-
home Masonic Hall, 641 Sweethome
Rd ., Amherst, N. Y. Mr. Allo n
Mac Alister, 37 Clifford Hts ., Am-
herst, N . Y.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 3, 4—
Walker Junior High School, 4252
Three Mile Rd., N. W. Mrs. Bernard
Fuerst, 804 Conger St ., N. E .

AGAWAM, MASS ., Oct. 4—Benjami n
Phelps School, Corner Main & School
Sts . Mrs . Leslie W . Hindle, Route 1 ,
Box 127, Depot St., Broad Brook,
Conn .
POTTSTOWN, PA ., Oct . 11—YWCA ,
315 King St. Mr. Byron S. Van
Horn, 1101 N . Evans St .
WACO, TEX ., Oct . 17, 1 8
BERWICK, PA., Oct. 1 8
CLEVELAND, OHIO, Oct . 1 8
NEW LONDON, CONN. Oct. 1 8
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

• THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGE S
CLOTH . '75 CENTS: PAPER . 50 CENT S

•

	

THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH, 75 CENT S

•

	

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH, 75 CENTS

•

	

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, $1,2 5

•

	

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN
CLOTH . S1 .2 5

•

	

THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . 51 .2 5

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 0707 3

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH :

VOLUMES 4-e . 15 CENTS EAC H

Presents the significance
of the sacrificial services
of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses .

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGE S

CLOTH BOUN D

$5'g PER SET



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH . . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :29

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be-
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, " see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir.—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age .—Eph . 4:12 ; Matt . 24:14; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19 . 23 ; Isaiah 35
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