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Highlights of Da
Old but Glorious News

"But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become th e
firstfruits of them that slept ."—I Corinthians 15 :2 0

SUNDAY, March 29, will be observed this year by Christen-
dom as Easter, in commemoration of the day on which the
resurrection of our Lord is thought to have occurred . The
English word "Easter" is derived from the name of the
pagan goddess of spring, Eastra, to whom homage is give n
at about the time of the Jewish celebration of the Pass -
over . This word is found in the New Testament but once ,
in Acts 12:4, and is translated from the word "pascha, "
meaning Passover . King Herod had killed the Apostl e
James, the brother of John, with the sword . Seeing tha t
this pleased the Jews, he also laid hold on Peter . "And
when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, an d
delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him ;
intending after Easter [that is, after the Passover] to brin g
him forth to the people ."

As has been noted in the past concerning Christmas ,
there is no suggestion in the Bible that Christians shoul d
especially celebrate Christ's resurrection from the grave ,
the observance of his death being the only such command-
ment given by the Lord to those who consider themselve s
to be his followers . Nonetheless there is no event which
rejoices the hearts of the Lord's people more than does hi s
triumphant resurrection from the grave; for the fact of hi s
resurrection assures his receiving glory and power an d
honor in the presence of his loving Heavenly Father, and i t
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betokens the acceptance by the Heavenly Father of the
sacrifice of Jesus' life on behalf of the world of mankin d
as the basis of their own hope of a future resurrection .

The hope of some form of life beyond the short span o f
earthly existence is entertained by most of mankind, n o
matter where located, no matter what their culture. For
the thought of death is abhorrent to man, and alien to hi s
very being. This is so because death is not a natural con -
sequence of man's existence . Man was not born to die, but
to live! Adam and all his children, had they been obedient
to the loving guidance of the Heavenly Father, could have
lived forever on this glorious planet, Earth .

This desire and hope of an existence beyond death take s
various forms. In much of Christendom it is related to the
belief that man possesses within himself an undying entit y
called a soul which, at death, passes into the presence o f
God, there to be united with a suitable body, in the case of
those who have lived acceptably good lives ; while in the
case of those whose lives have been evil as measured by
certain criteria the soul passes into a hell, or purgatory, a s
the case may be, for punishment, or purification .

Man Is a Sou l

But the Scriptures do not support such an understand-
ing . The Bible makes it clear that the soul, rather than be-
ing a mysterious something contained within the body, i s
composed of the union of the body and the breath of life :
"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man
became [note, became] a living soul ." (Gen. 2:7) In othe r
words, man IS a soul ; he does not possess a soul . And far
from being undying, this man, this soul, is indeed mortal .
"The soul [the man] that sinneth, it shall die ." (Ezek . 18:20 )
And how self-evident is this simple truth !

The American Indian believed in his own form of im-
mortality . He had his happy hunting ground, to which hi s
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soul supposedly passed at death, there to enjoy forever a
bountiful supply of the necessities of a happy life . With
others, this thought of immortality is embraced in the con-
cept of transmigration, wherein the soul, in a never-endin g
succession of deaths, passes from one form of living crea-
ture to another—hopefully upward . These, and other
forms of belief in the inherent immortality of man, arise
from the unacceptability in the minds of human beings o f
the finality of death . They are implicit in many of the re-
ligions of the world ; and they are possibly born of the
faintly hinted, but imperfectly understood, promises that
God made in olden times to his faithful servants and
prophets .

Man, we have just noted, had been formed from the dust
of the earth, and invested with the breath of life, thus be-
coming a soul, or sentient being. When he sinned the sin
of disobedience, he was condemned to return to the dust .

(Gen. 3 :19) It was at this time that the Creator gave the
first faint suggestion that man could, at some future time ,
look for some escape from that sorry condition . The Lord
said that he would put enmity between the seed of the
serpent, who had induced the disobedience, and the see d
of the woman who had yielded to Satan's temptation t o
question the Creator's wisdom and commandments .

The hope of a resurrection, again related to a future
seed, and again but dimly indicated, was to be seen, in
retrospect, in the promise that God later made to Abraha m
that in his seed all the nations of the earth would b e
blessed . Since by Abraham's day untold numbers of hu-
mankind had already gone down into the dust, the promis e
to bless all mankind would necessitate their being brought
forth from their graves to receive the promised blessing .

A Mystery

For some four thousand years of man's history the iden-
tity of this seed was a mystery ; but following the death o n

4

	

THE DAWN



Calvary of our Lord, and the coming of the Holy Spiri t
upon the apostles at Pentecost, the mystery began to b e
understood by the Early Church . That seed which was to
bless all the families of the earth was Christ . "Now to
Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to th y
seed, which is Christ ."—Gal . 3 :1 6

This Jesus, then, was the One in whom centered all th e
hopes of the world, although ever so vaguely understood ,
for escape from death—for a future life . And he provided
that hope for all mankind by laying down his own life in
sacrifice . Man had sinned, and incurred the just penalty
of death. Jesus, by laying down his own perfect life as
man's Redeemer, secured man's release from the deat h
penalty. "By one man sin entered into the world, and deat h
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for . . . all have
sinned . . . . By one man's [Adam's] disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous ."—Rom. 5 :12, 19

A Ransom for Al l

Throughout the New Testament God's boundless grace
toward sinful, dying man is amplified . In I Timothy 2:3-6 ,
the Apostle Paul says : "This is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior; who will have all men to be saved ,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth . For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the ma n
Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time." The "all men" of whom Paul her e
speaks are, of course, fallen humanity, who must first b e
brought forth from the tomb, if they are to be brought t o
a knowledge of the truth that Christ died for their sins i n
order that they might have an opportunity to gain a happ y
everlasting life on earth .
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Yes, Jesus gave his perfect, human life on behalf of sin-
ful man. The Apostle Paul, in his sermon on Mars' hill ,
tells us that God "hath appointed a day in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man who m
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unt o
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead ." (Acts
17:31) The "day" that the apostle calls to our attention is
that thousand-year judgment day which is also mentione d
by the Apostle Peter (II Peter 3 :7, 8), when the world of
mankind, brought forth from their graves, will be on tria l
for life here on earth. Peter speaks of this same period of
time as "the times of restitution," when that greater Proph-
et, the antitypical Moses, Christ and the glorified church ,
will be mediating the New Covenant for the blessing wit h
everlasting life of all the obedient of mankind.—Acts
3 :19-21

Paul makes it clear that these wonderful promises of a n
opportunity for life are sure . It is God, he says, who has
set aside this future thousand-year judgment day for th e
blessing of mankind ; it is God who has sent the One who
will be the great Judge, and who bought this gracious op-
portunity for sinful man by sacrificing his own perfect hu-
man life; and it is this same God who manifested the cer-
tainty of this entire blessed arrangement, in that he raise d
our Lord and Savior from the dead to put the Heavenly
Father's plan of salvation into operation "in due time . "

Jesus, the Redeeme r

Yes, it is Jesus who gave his life as man's Redeemer ,
Judge, Restorer, and Everlasting Father . Jesus is the
"seed" of promise, the seed of blessing . But Paul reveals
a further facet of that "seed" mystery . He points out that
those who have given themselves wholly to Christ as hi s
followers are also a part of the promised seed of blessing :
"As many of you as have been baptized into Christ hav e
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put on Christ . . . . And if ye be Christ's, then are ye [also]
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise ." (Gal .
3 :27, 29) These are they who have humbly but joyfully ac-
cepted the Lord's gracious invitation to deny themselves ,
following him in his sacrificial footsteps in this life, an d
into glory and honor and immortality in the heavens be-
yond the veil . They shall live and reign with Christ for a
thousand years for the purpose of resurrecting mankin d
from death to glorious, happy everlasting life right here
on man's original beautiful home, the planet Earth .

This is the simple, but lovely, story of God's grace
toward mankind through Christ Jesus . This is the glorious
hope that is guaranteed to the world of mankind through
the sacrificial death and the resurrection from the grave
of our loving Lord and Savior . It is this grand plan of
salvation for man concerning which so few have more
than the vaguest conception . Although the Bible clearly
promises a heavenly reward for that faithful "little flock"
of consecrated, sacrificing followers of the Lord Jesus, an d
as clearly teaches that the hope for the rest of the world
of mankind is an opportunity "in righteousness" to gain
everlasting life here on earth through a resurrection, thi s
scriptural truth of the resurrection is generally viewed

with much skepticism .

Resurrection Questioned

Even in the days of the apostles the teaching of the
resurrection of the dead was questioned . When pleading
his case before King Agrippa, Paul, almost in amazement ,
asked him, "Why should it be thought a thing incredible
with you, that God should raise the dead?" (Acts 26 :8) It
was a point of contention between the leading Jewis h
sects of the day . "For the Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit; but the Pharisee s
confess both."—Acts 23 : 8
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The resurrection of the dead through Christ, the Savior ,
was the heart and soul of the message of the Early Church ,
and it was their preaching of this wonderful hope that
constantly brought persecution upon them . Immediately af-
ter Pentecost, when Peter spoke to the Jews of "the time s
of restitution," which God had promised beforetim e
through his prophets, he was talking about the resurrec-
tion of the dead . And his hearers so understood his mes-
sage, for we read : "And as they [Peter and John] spak e
unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple ,
and the Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved that
they taught the people, and preached through Jesus th e
resurrection from the dead ." Peter and John were then
seized, taken before the high priest, threatened and re -
leased .

In the church there were those who even questioned th e
resurrection of the Lord. Paul vigorously combatted thi s
false notion . He told them that "Christ died for our sin s
according to the Scriptures ; and that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day according to the scrip-
tures." This, Paul says, had all been prophesied long be -
fore, and recorded in the Scriptures !

And not only so, Paul argues, but after Jesus' resurrec-
tion "he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve : after that,
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once ; of
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but som e
are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James ; then
of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also,
as of one born out of due time ." Now, in view of all this,
Paul asks, "How say some among you that there is no res-
urrection of the dead?"—I Cor . 15:1-12

Paul then shows how important a matter this is . "If
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ no t
risen ; and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain ." Then Paul gives voice t o
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that stirring affirmation of his faith : "But now is Chris t
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of the m
that slept. For since by man came death, by man cam e
also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die ,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive . But every man in
his own order ; Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that
are Christ's at his coming [presence] ."—I Cor. 15:14-23

Is There Room ?

To many who do not know God's wise and loving plan s
and purposes, as they view the conditions abroad in th e
world, the prospect of a resurrection to life on earth holds
little appeal; indeed, it might even be rather frightening.
Take the single problem of space, for instance . Already,
the earth seems overcrowded, especially in certain coun-
tries and in the large cities of the world . How would all
the resurrected millions and billions be accommodated ?
And the problem becomes more serious each passing year
as the population expands by leaps and bounds .

Indeed, the population explosion is now recognized a s
being the most urgent problem of the world by those wh o
concern themselves with such matters . And as the num-
ber of the living increases, so also does the number of
those who die . In the United States today, almost two
million acres of land are devoted to the use of cemeteries .
It has been calculated that in less than five hundred years ,
if the world were to continue that long, there would be no
more room in the United States for the living, for all the
land surface would be covered with graves for the dead ,
unless some other means of burying the dead were devised .

Mexico now has a population of just under fifty millio n
people; it is estimated that in about fifty years this figur e
will be doubled . The population of the world today is abou t
three and a-half billion . This is equal to about sixty-one
persons per square mile. In less than seventy-five years
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there will be about six billion people on earth, and the

question is being asked, could the earth support six bil-
lions? No wonder some are turning thoughts toward th e
moon as a possible amelioration of the problem !

Man has been on this planet for about six thousan d
years, and in that period of time some twenty billions o f
mankind have gone down into their graves. Already in
many areas of the world—India, China, Africa, Lati n
America, and elsewhere—the problem of food is appalling .
If these additional billions are brought forth from th e
tomb to join the living, how will they be housed, clothed ,
and fed ?

A Polluted Worl d

And who could wish to be resurrected to life in a pol-
luted world? In the mental climate of thoughtlessness and
selfishness that generally prevails today, population an d
pollution go hand in hand . As the one increases, so doe s
the other . Our beautiful skies, the lovely earth, our glori-
ous lakes and rivers—all are being increasingly poisoned ,
threatening man's very existence. It has come to the poin t
where some authorities have given up hope of ever elimi-
nating the problem, and seemingly would be content if i t
could merely be restrained within tolerable limits . In
Europe, where the beautiful Rhine River and the storied
Blue Danube are already seriously fouled, a tired attempt
is being made to hold pollution to an "acceptable level . "

In his recent State of the Nation address to the public ,
the President of the United States accorded high priorit y
to this problem, and indicated that the Administratio n
would address itself vigorously to its abatement . In the
view of some, the matter has already reached the point
where its solution is being spoken of as a "now or never "
proposition . In other words, if progress toward a solution
is not very soon discovered, the fate of civilization is in
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jeopardy. Indeed, the relationship between populatio n
growth and increasing pollution is at last becoming rec-
ognized, and is prompting authorities to action . Along thi s
line, we quote one paragraph from the editorial page of a
large eastern city newspaper: "In the United Nations an d
many of its member countries there was . . . frank discus-
sion of the population problem and a growing determina-
tion to prevent the human family from fouling its own
nest with [unchecked] multiplication . "

Continuing Strife

And need we mention such things as never-ending strife
and wars between nations ; increasing crime and disregard
for law and order bordering on anarchy, accelerating use
of drugs by young and old, corruption in high places ,
growing indifference and insensitiveness to dishonesty ,
dissoluteness, and immorality—what right-thinking person ,
it might be asked, could wish to be resurrected to such an
environment?

Such, however, fail to appreciate the character of the
Heavenly Father . They do not know of his wonderfu l
plans and purposes on behalf of man . Surely, One wh o
could create and set in order the entire universe ; who by
his own power created man, and placed him on this beauti-
ful planet ; who sent his only begotten Son to be man's Re-
deemer—surely, at the very culmination of his ages-lon g
plan for the blessing of mankind, such a One would not
blunder in his calculations ; would not at the very last b e
lacking in his power and wisdom to bring his promises to
fruition !

No Failures in God's Pla n

The Heavenly Father makes no mistakes . His loving
plans and purposes flow grandly on. He who created man ,
and man's home, will indeed bring him forth from the
dust of the earth in the times of restitution, as he has
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promised. He will know how to cleanse the skies, th e
earth, the rivers and lakes, and restore them to their origi-
nal purity and beauty, even as he will do with fallen ma n
himself .

And there will not be too many people! For "the wilder-
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose . It shall blos-
som abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing :
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellenc y
of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord ,
and the excellency of our God . . . . Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall b e
unstopped . Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, an d
the tongue of the dumb sing : for in the wilderness shal l
waters break out, and streams in the desert . . . . And the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shall ob-
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fle e
away."—Isa ., ch. 35

It is now almost two thousand years since our Lord
Jesus gave his life for mankind; but the promise is sure .
It is awaiting the completion of the seed class, the footste p
followers of Jesus, who are even now filling up "that
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ ."—Col . 1:24

"But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept ." (I Cor. 15:20) What gloriou s
words! We believe the little flock is almost complete, an d
that the time of blessing is close at hand . What a privilege
is ours, to join with the great Apostle Paul in soundin g
forth the present call of the church and the message of
the coming resurrection and blessing of the afterfruits-
those who shall be his during his presence !
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1 . "Great is Thy faith-ful-ness," 0 God my Fa-ther, There is no shad-ow o f
2. Sum-mer and win - ter, and spring-time and harvest, Sun, moon and starsin their
3. Par - don for sin and a peace that en-dur - nth, Thy own dear presence to

—.4 v•	 - a R_—t

	

r a i

	

Hal

	

11WIM111111111nIMMM.
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cheer and to guide ; Strength for to - day and bright hope for to-mor - row ,
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Worcester
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KNMT-TV Channel 1 2
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WCBI-TV Channel 4
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Thursdays, (Time to be announced . )
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WBJA-TV Channel 3 4
(Day and time to be announced . )
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WKBW-TV Channel 7
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Plattsburgh

	

WPTZ-TV Channel 5
Sundays, (Time to be announced . )
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WCCB-TV Channel 1 8
(Day and time to be announced . )
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WHIZ-TV Channel 80
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Cincinnati

	

WCPO-TV Channel 9
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WHIZ-TV Channel 7 1
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WLWD Channel 2
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1 :30 a .m .
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WHIZ-TV Channel 1 8
Sundays, 8 :15 a .m .
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WAIM-TV Channel 4 0
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CATV-T V
(Day and time to be announced . )
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(Day and time to he announced . )
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KIII-TV Channel 3
Sundays, (Time to be announced .)
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KDCD-TV
(Day and time to be announced . )
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KCTV Channel 8
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR MARCH 1

(sad Tails a new peopl e
MEMORY VERSE : "For where
gether in My name, there am I

MATTHEW 18 :10-20
IT IS true that beginning with
the first advent of Jesus God
has been calling a "new people . "
In the preceding ages God
called Abraham, and constitut-
ed Abraham's progeny his
people, and he dealt with and
blessed them as a nation . (Isa .
51 :2 ; Amos 3:2) However, the
calling of God's new people is
not upon a national basis, but
is individual, and upon the ba-
sis of an obedient response t o
the Gospel .

It is a call to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus, and to lay
down one's life in sacrificial
service . (Rom. 12 :1) It is a heav-
enly calling . Paul wrote, "Hol y
brethren, partakers of the heav-
enly calling ." (Heb. 3:1) Paul
also calls it a "high calling" He
wrote, "This one thing I do, for -
getting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth un-
to those things which are be-
fore, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus"—
Phil . 3 :13,1 4
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two or three are gathered to-
in the midst of them . "

—Matthew 18 :2 0

These "new people" are bein g
called and prepared to be asso-
ciated with Jesus in the spirit-
ual phase of his messianic king-
dom, to live and reign with him .
(II Tim. 2:11,12) They are a
very choice and precious people
to God, and he cares for the m
in every way . His holy angels
protect and guide them in way s
which we are unable to compre-
hend. Speaking of the angels ,
Paul wrote, "Are they not al l
ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall he
heirs of salvation?"—Heb . 1 :14

It is to these ministerin g
angels that Jesus refers in the
first verse of our lesson : "Take
heed that ye despise not one of
these little ones [individuals of
God's `new people'] ; for I say
unto you, That in heaven thei r
angels do always behold th e
face of my Father which is in
heaven ." This signifies that our
guardian angels are well ac-
quainted with the Heavenly
Father, and that they know his
will for each of his people, an d
will assist them in doing tha t
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will . Those who seek to injure
these "little ones" do so at th e
risk of losing God's favor .

The Parable of the Lost
Sheep also emphasizes God' s
solicitude for his new people .
Since those who constitute thi s
new people are being called an d
prepared to be associated with
Jesus in the future work of sav-
ing the world in general from
sin and death, God is naturall y
interested in them and desire s
that they make their calling an d
election sure as joint-heirs with
Jesus in that kingdom which
will bring deliverance to man-
kind in general .

With this thought in mind we
could with propriety expand the
sphere of the parable, and think
of the whole human race as be-
ing a " lost sheep" in the famil y
of God. And think of the
lengths to which the Heavenl y
Father has gone in order to re -
deem and restore the lost race !
He sent his beloved Son int o
the world to die as their Re-
deemer . He has set aside an en -
tire age in his plan for the se-
lection of a people to work with
his Son in the messianic king-
dom, even employing his holy
angels as guardians over this
people to assure their attaining
that for which they have bee n
called .

God has also made wonderfu l
arrangements for this new
people in their association wit h

BIBLE STUDY

one another . When difficultie s
arise among them, he want s
those involved to go directly to
each other that an understand-
ing may be reached, and amend-
ment made if such is calle d
for . The final status of possible
wrongdoers is not left in th e
hands of unbelievers, but of the
church itself . How this wonder-
ful arrangement should contri-
bute to the peace and spiritua l
prosperity of God's people a s
together they press on to make
their calling and election sure .

Our memory verse is a bless-
ed assurance. How good it is to
know that when we meet to-
gether with our brethren i n
Christ, in the sweet spirit of
fellowship, conscious ever of
the blest tie that binds ou r
hearts in Christian love, tha t
the Lord will be in our midst .
To this we often add, "And that
to bless," which, while true, i s
not a part of the text .

QUESTIONS

What is the "new people"
which God has been callin g
since the first advent of Jesus?

To what are they called, an d
what is the purpose of their
calling?

How does God care for thi s
people ?

What arrangement has h e
made for communion together ,
and with him?

19



LESSON FOR MARCH 8

The Toot of jollotoing 3esuo

MEMORY VERSE : "And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and
come after Me, cannot be My disciple .".—Luke 14 :2 7

MARK 8 :34-38 ; LUKE 14 :25 .33

THE cost of discipleship is in -
deed very high . Today many of
the denominational churches ar e
endeavoring to impress prospec-
tive new members with the ide a
that belonging to the church is
good business : that it widens
one's circle of friends, and
causes one to be looked up t o
in the community . But this was
far from Jesus' approach, for as
our memory verse states, Jesu s
explained that no one could b e
his disciple unless he bore his
cross and followed him in th e
way of sacrifice .

This raises the question of
what crossbearing really is.
Through the centuries it has
come to mean almost any sort
of unfavorable or difficult cir-
cumstance in which a Christian
might find himself. Doubtles s
this viewpoint has been a bless-
ing to many, but crossbearin g
as mentioned by Jesus is far
more meaningful than this .

In the first place, that which
is often referred to as cross-
bearing is not something which

20

the individual voluntarily take s
upon himself, but is a circum-
stance in life which is often
thrust upon one, and which can-
not easily be avoided . Contrary
to this, Jesus invited those wh o
would be his disciples to take
up their cross . This suggest s
that the cross to which Jesu s
referred is something which is
voluntarily taken and borne, not
just a happenstance of life
which might be painful and dis-
couraging .

Jesus, of course, at the close
of his ministry, carried a litera l
cross, at least a part of the dis-
tance from Pilate's judgmen t
hall to the place of crucifixion .
However, not many of Jesus '
followers throughout the age
have had this privilege, and w e
think that Jesus, knowing th e
circumstances under which h e
would finish his sacrificial death,
spoke of the cross as a symbol
of voluntarily laying down one's
life in the divine service .

It was the custom of the day ,
under Roman law, for a prison-
er condemned to death by crui-
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fixion to carry his own cross to
the place of crucifixion . Jesus
knew this, and used the idea of
carrying a cross as a symbol of
sacrificial death—of followin g
him. This is one of the condi-
tions of true discipleship . One
who is enlightened with the
truth concerning discipleshi p
knows that when he present s
himself in full consecration to
do the Father's will, he is agree-
ing to follow Jesus into death .

There is no other way for
anyone to be a disciple of Jesu s
than to suffer and die with him.
This is made very plain through-
out the New Testament . It is re-
ferred to as being "planted to-
gether in the likeness of hi s
death." And the assurance i s
given that those who do thu s
die with Jesus will, in the resur-
rection, live with him .—Rom.
6 :5

Jesus said of those who d o
take up their cross to follo w
him into death that they can
lose their lives by attempting
to save them . The point is tha t
these, in dedicating themselve s
to follow Jesus into sacrificia l
death, give up the hope o f
earthly life, and if they shrink
from completing their sacrific e
they prove unworthy of the ex-
alted spiritual life with Jesus ,
and thus they lose their lives al-
together . Jesus' question, "Wha t
shall a man give in exchang e
for his soul?" could just a s

BIBLE STUDY

properly read, "in exchange for
his life . "

In Jesus' statement that it i s
necessary for one to hate his
father, mother, wife, and chil-
dren, the thought is "to love
less ." A true Christian does no t
hate anyone, especially mem-
bers of his own family . But he
must love these less than h e
loves the Lord, in the sens e
that he esteems it more impor-
tant to please the Lord than his
own family or relatives . The
Lord comes first in every Chris-
tian's life .

No wonder Jesus taught tha t
anyone considering being a dis-
ciple of his should first sit down
and count the cost for, as w e
have noted, the cost of disciple -
ship is very high indeed. I t
means, as Jesus said, a forsak-
ing of all that we have in orde r
that we might be fully devote d
to the Lord . Obedience to th e
laws of the kingdom during th e
Millennium will not require sac-
rifice in the sense of giving u p
life . Obedience then will lea d
to restoration to perfect huma n
life .

QUESTION S

What are the terms of dis-
cipleship ?

What is crossbearing as Jesu s
used this expression ?

Did Jesus ask his disciples to
hate?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 1 5

yang promises the pirit

MEMORY VERSE : "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, which th e
Father will send in My name ;
remind you of all things which

JOHN 14 :15-29

THE Holy Spirit is the holy
power of God exercised for the
accomplishment of his purposes.
In this lesson Jesus promises
that he will send this power t o
his disciples to enlighten an d
bless them, and call to their re-
membrance the many things
which he had said to them ;
things which for the most par t
they had failed clearly to un-
derstand . The initial fulfilment
of this promise came at Pente-
cost when the Holy Spirit wa s
poured out upon the disciple s
waiting in the upper room .

The King James version of
our English Bible uses the per-
sonal pronoun with respect to
the Holy Spirit, thus giving the
thought that this holy power of
God is a person—the third per-
son in a trinity of gods . But in
the memory verse we have use d
the Emphatic Diaglott transla-
tion, by Professor Benjami n
Wilson, which, in translatin g
Jesus' promise of the Holy Spir-
it, reads, "which the Father will
send in my name" This is in
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shall teach you all things, an d
I said to you."

—John 14:26, Diaglot t

keeping with the truth concern-
ing the Holy Spirit .

The King James Version use s
the word "Ghost" in our mem-
ory verse instead of "Spirit ."
This is another effort on the
part of the translators to make
the Holy Spirit appear to be a
person . There is no justification
for the translation "Holy Ghost"
It should always be "Holy Spir-
it ." An interesting illustration
of this is found in the account
of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost . Peter, ex-
plaining to his audience tha t
what was occurring was th e
coming of the Holy Spirit upon
believers, said of the resurrect-
ed Jesus, "He hath shed forth
this, which ye now see and
hear ." (Acts 2 :33) It is difficul t
to imagine the shedding forth
of a person !

As noted, these incorrec t
translations are designed to
help establish the doctrine o f
the trinity . In this doctrine the
Father and the Son are present-
ed as being equal, yet in ou r
lesson for today (John 14) Jesus
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is quoted as saying, "I go unto
the Father: for my Father i s
greater than I ." (vs . 28) Verse
20 reads, "At that day ye shal l
know that I am in my Father,
and ye in me, and I in you."
This reminds us of a statement
Jesus made to his Father on be-
half of his disciples: "That the y
all may be one ; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, tha t
they also may be one in us :
that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me . "—John 17 :21

Jesus referred to the Holy
Spirit as the "Spirit of truth,"
and indeed this is what it is .
True, God's power functions in
many and various ways for th e
accomplishment of his purposes ,
but in the case of his conse-
crated people, and as a guiding
and helping power in their lives ,
it is the power of his thoughts
over our thoughts, and this is
the power of truth, the truth of
his written Word .

It will be recalled that th e
prophecies and promises of God
in the Old Testament were re-
corded through the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit . Jesus, during
his ministry, imparted as many
of these truths to his disciple s
as they were then able to re-
ceive . But he explained that he
had many things to say unt o
them, but they would have t o
wait until the coming of the
Spirit of truth. It was this prom-
ise which was fulfilled at Pente-
cost .

BIBLE STUDY

Jesus prayed on behalf of
his disciples, "Sanctify the m
through thy truth : thy word is
truth." But for the Word of Go d
to sanctify his people it had to
be understood, so his Holy Spir-
it came upon the church to re -
veal the meaning of what Jesu s
had taught from the Word, an d
to remind them of the many
things which they had but
vaguely understood .

Jesus spoke of the Holy Spir-
it as being a Comforter to hi s
people. It comforted the m
through an understanding o f
the events of the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus, and
by revealing to them their part-
nership with Jesus in the out-
working of the divine plan of
salvation for a sin-cursed and
dying race .

Jesus said,"Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you :
. . . let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it b e
afraid ." (John 14:27) Jesus had
peace through his faith in th e
promises of God and his full
resignation to the will of God .
We can have this same peace in
proportion to our faith and obe-
dience .

QUESTION S

What is the Holy Spirit ?

When was the promise of the
coming of the Holy Spirit ful-
filled?

How can we have peace?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 2

(,od @An is *on

MEMORY VERSE : "For God so loved the world, that he gav e

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him shoul d
not perish, but have everlasting life ."—John 3 :1 6

MATTHEW 27 :35-5 0
GOD'S complete gift of his So n
to be the Redeemer and Savio r
of the world entailed the per-
mitting of his enemies to pu t
him to death. Truly, this was a
display of the Heavenly Fa-
ther's love, for without doub t
the Father suffered keenly
while Jesus hung dying on th e
cross . After all, Jesus was God's
dearly beloved Son, the most
precious treasure of his heart.

Important points stand out in
our lesson. One relates to the
inscription which was set up
over Jesus while on the cross :
"This is Jesus the king of the
Jews ." This inscription was put
up at the behest of Pilate . Jesus
had testified before Pilate that
he was born to be a king ; but
apparently this Roman ruler di d
not take the claim seriously, fo r
he declared that he found no
fault in Jesus which made him
worthy of death. Perhaps, there -
fore, the inscription was de -
signed to be a mockery of the
religious hatred of the Jews
who had accused Jesus befor e
Pilate that he claimed to be a
king .

2A

We are inclined to think, also ,
that Satan had much to do with
the circumstances surrounding
Jesus' death, and that this in-
scription was part of the "con-
tradiction of sinners" agains t
Jesus, as mentioned by Paul in
Hebrews 12 :3 . We can see th e
hand of Satan in much that
took place while Jesus was
hanging on the cross . It will be
recalled that Satan had offered
Jesus the privilege of being th e
king of the whole world if he
would fall down and worship
him. Jesus did not yield to thi s
temptation, and now Satan
stirred up his enemies to shout,
"If he be the king of Israel, let
him now come down from the
cross . "

Satan had also previously
suggested to Jesus that he cas t
himself off from the pinnacl e
of the temple and thus prove
that he was the Son of God, bu t
Jesus resisted this temptatio n
also . Now the people shouted t o
Jesus, "If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the
cross." While Jesus had refused
to prove his sonship by jump-
ing from the pinnacle of the
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temple, he was here given an-
other chance: "Come down
from the cross . "

The "chief priests mocking
him, with the scribes and
elders, said, He saved others ;
himself he cannot save ." Jesus
calmly accepted this "contradic-
tion," knowing that it was the
Father's will for him . But final-
ly we hear the Master cry out
in prayer, "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? "
This need not be taken as evi-
dencing a lack of faith on Jesus '
part, neither misunderstanding .
Actually, it is a quotation from
Psalm 22 :1, with which Jesus
must have been fully acquainted .

As we study this entire 22nd
Psalm we find that it refers to
a number of things which Jesu s
saw taking place before him,
such as the parting of his gar-
ments . I-ie heard the words, "H e
trusted on the Lord that h e
would deliver him." (Ps . 22:8)
As he noted what was takin g
place, and heard what was be-
ing said, he would be reminde d
by this prophetic psalm that i t
had all been foretold by God's
prophet, including his tempo-
rarily being forsaken by the
Heavenly Father . To recognize
this must have been a grea t
consolation to the Master, and
would in no small way enabl e
him to utter from his heart tha t
last prayer, "Into thy hands I
commend my Spirit ."—Luke 23 :
4 6

BIBLE STUDY

As our lesson states, he
"yielded up the ghost ." Here
again the translators have faile d
us, in that they make this tex t
read as though Jesus had a sep-
arate entity dwelling within him
called a `"soul" or a "ghost,"
which he voluntarily released
that it might wing its way to
heaven. This is not the though t
at all . The Greek original simply
indicates that Jesus gave up his
life, willingly laying it down i n
sacrifice as the world's Re-
deemer .

Jesus committed his life into
the hands, or control, of hi s
Heavenly Father. He knew that
he had been promised a resur-
rection from the dead, and h e
trusted his Father to fulfil his
promise . How beautiful the pro-
phetic prayer of Jesus : "I have
set the Lord always before me :
because he is at my right hand,
I shall not be moved. Therefore
my heart is glad, and my glor y
rejoiceth : my flesh also shal l
rest in hope . For thou wilt no t
leave my soul in hell [sheol, th e
death condition] ; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One t o
see corruption ."—Ps . 16 :8-1 0

QUESTION S

When was God's gift of his
Son completed ?

Describe the "contradiction of
sinners . "

How did Jesus give up the
"ghost"?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 9

(hod Towers in and Beath

MEMORY VERSE : "But now is Christ risen from the dead, an d

become the firstfruits of them that slept ."—I Corinthians 15 :20

MATTHEW 28 :1-10,16-2 0

IF THE title of the lesson im-
plies that God raised Jesus from
the dead, it is correct, for Jesu s
did not restore his own life. On
the day of Pentecost the Apostle
Peter said, "This Jesus bath Go d
raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses . " (Acts 2 :32) The
Apostle Paul, speaking of th e
mighty power of the Heavenly
Father, wrote, "Which h e
wrought in Christ, when h e
raised him from the dead, and
set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places, far abov e
all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that
which is to come ."—Eph . 1 :20, 2 1

In our memory verse the
Apostle Paul explains that i n
his resurrection Jesus becam e
the firstfruits "of them that
slept." The Revised Standard
Version translates Ephesians 4 : 8
to read, "When he [Jesus ]
ascended on high he led a host.
of captives. "
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All the dead are referred to
in the Scriptures as being cap-
tives, or prisoners of death ; and
in the plan of God, Jesus is th e
one destined to lead forth this
mighty host of captives to life .
His own footstep followers ar e
the first to be led forth when
the "gates of hell" are opened
for them. These are highly ex-
alted to the divine nature t o
live and reign with Christ in
his millennial kingdom .

Then there are other group s
which will follow . There is the
"great multitude" of Revelatio n
7 :14.17. These will be exalted to
the spirit nature, but not to its
highest form, the divine .

There will also be that grou p
mentioned by Paul who will b e
brought forth in a "better res-
urrection." These are the an-
cient servants of God, often re-
ferred to as the Ancient Wor-
thies . These will be the human
representatives of the invisible
Christ during the kingdom
reign. They will be restored to
human perfection.—Heb. 11 :3 5
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And finally there will be the
whole world of mankind, who
will be awakened from death=
brought forth as prisoners from
death—to be the subjects of the
messianic kingdom . These, upon
conditions of obedience, will b e
restored to perfection as hu-
mans and will live on the eart h
forever . Truly, Jesus was th e
"firstfruits" of the resurrection !

How startling must have bee n
the message of the angel to th e
women who went early to Jesus'
tomb that memorable first da y
of the week nearly two thou-
sand years ago, "Fear not ye :
for I know that ye seek Jesus,
which was crucified . He is not
here : for he is risen, as he said .
Come, see the place where the
Lord lay . And go quickly, and
tell his disciples that he is rise n
from the dead ."

In the Bible, revelations o f
great truths are often followe d
by a commission to "go quickly
and tell," and so it was wit h
these women whose hearts mus t
have been made glad by the as-
surance given to them by the
angel that Jesus had been
raised from the dead. They
were not to keep this informa-
tion to themselves, but go quick-
ly and tell his disciples, and to
inform them that the risen Lor d
would go before them into
Galilee, and that there the y
would see him .

BIBLE STUDY

The women joyfully obeye d
this commission, "and did run
to bring his disciples word" As
they hurried to obey the com-
mission of the angel, "Jesu s
met them, saying, All hail . And
they came and held him by the
feet, and worshipped him ."
Jesus repeated the commission
of the angels to go and tell the
disciples, and to say that he
would meet them in Galilee.

Jesus met the disciples i n
Galilee as promised, and he said
to them, "All power is given un-
to me in heaven and in earth .
Go ye therefore, and each al l
nations . " The women had been
commissioned to tell the dis-
ciples the good news of Jesus'
resurrection, and now Jesu s
commissioned his disciples to g o
and "teach all nations" not onl y
the fact of his resurrection, but
the entire Gospel message o f
which his death and resurrec-
tion was the central theme .

QUESTION S

Explain the extent to
Jesus is the "firstfruits"
resurrection .

What important commission
did the angel give to the
women who went early to Jesus'
tomb ?

What commission did the res-
urrected Jesus give to his dis-
ciples?
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Christian Life and Doctrine

In Remembrance of M e

ON THAT portentous evening more than nineteen cen-
turies ago, pious Jews all over the land were gathering
with their families to celebrate once more the feast of the
passover . For one small group, this evening held specia l
interest, and even premonition ; for He whom they so dear-
ly loved, and to whom they had been looking for the
realization of their long delayed expectations, had bee n
making foreboding statements which both puzzled and
troubled them. Only a short time earlier He had told them
that "He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many thing s
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed ,
and be raised again the third day ." On other occasions He
had said that He must "go away", and that He must lay
down His life .

These were strange words from One who had been talk-
ing of establishing a kingdom, in which they had been le d
to believe they would share . When one of his followers
remonstrated at his exposing himself to death, their Maste r
used the occasion to invite them, also, to lay down thei r
lives in death, saying, "If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me .
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it : and whoso-
ever will lose his life for my sake shall find it ."—
Matt . 16:24, 2 5

And now, having followed his instructions to prepar e
the passover, this little band of twelve had gathered wit h
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their Master in the upper room to celebrate the feast . At
its conclusion, there came another of those strange state-
ments . "He said unto them, With desire I have desired to
eat this passover with you before I suffer : for I say unto
you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in
the kingdom of God . And he took the cup, and gave thanks ,
and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves : For I
say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, unti l
the Kingdom of God shall come . And he took bread, an d
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying ,
This is my body which is given for you : this do in re-
membrance of me ." Likewise he took also the cup after
supper, saying, "This cup is the new testament in m y
blood, which is shed for you ."—Luke 22 :15-20

The Bondage in Egyp t

The Jewish celebration known as the passover, together
with its deep significance, was born of the agony and de-
spair of the bondage of the nation of Israel in Egypt . The y
had gone there as a small number at the invitation o f
Pharaoh, on Joseph's request, in order to escape the fam-
ine in the land of Canaan. There they had prospered, an d
they and their flocks and herds increased mightily . In
course of time, however, there arose a new Pharao h
"which knew not Joseph ;" and as he observed the multi-
plication of the Jews in their midst he began to fear fo r
the safety of his own people . The burdens which Pharao h
then forced upon the Israelites to restrain their increase
became intolerable . They cried unto the Lord for relief . In
answer to their cries, the Lord sent Moses to deliver them
from the hand of their oppressors; and under the direction
of the Lord, Moses brought various plagues on the land .

The Lamb Without Blemis h

The last of these plagues, and the most grievous, was the
slaying by the destroying angel of all of the firstborn of
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Egypt, both of man and of animals . But the firstborn of
the children of Israel were spared ; the Lord had instructe d
the Israelites that, in the evening of the fourteenth day o f
the month, each household was to slay a "lamb withou t

blemish." The blood of this lamb was to be sprinkled o n
the two side posts and on the upper door post of th e

houses in which the lamb was to be eaten . It was to be
eaten "in that night, roast with fire, and unleavene d

bread; and with bitter herbs . . . and his head with his legs."

Nothing was to be allowed to remain ; anything not con-
sumed was to be burned by fire in the morning .

And the manner of its eating was significant : "And thu s

shall ye eat it : with your loins girded, your shoes on your
feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye shall eat it i n

haste : it is the Lord's passover ." The Lord then told the m
that he would pass through the land of Egypt that night ,
and would smite all the firstborn in the land, both man
and beast ; but the blood of the slain lamb on the door -
posts and lintels of the homes of the Israelites would pro-
tect the firstborn within .-Exod. 12:1-13

At midnight all the firstborn of Egypt, including eve n
the firstborn of Pharaoh himself, were smitten of the Lord ;

and also the firstborn of the cattle . There was not a house
in all the land that escaped . Indeed, so great was the con-
sternation and dismay of the Egyptians that Pharaoh ros e
up in the night and, calling Moses and Aaron to him ,
ordered the Israelites, with their flocks and herds, to leav e
the land forthwith . Thus it was that "with a mighty hand "
the Lord accomplished the release of the nation from thei r
bondage in Egypt . It was the terror and discomfiture oc-
casioned by the plagues brought by the Lord, particularl y
that final, dread affliction involving the slaying of all th e
firstborn of the Egyptians, that secured their release .

The Lord admonished the Israelites that "this day shal l
be unto you for a memorial ; and ye shall keep it a feas t
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to the Lord throughout your generations ; ye shall keep it a
feast by an ordinance for ever ." (Exod. 12:14) And whe n
they should finally come into the promised land of Canaa n
they were to keep the feast, and explain to their children
that it was the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, to remind
them throughout their generations that the Lord ha d
passed over the houses wherein dwelt the firstborn of the
children of Israel in Egypt when he destroyed the first-
born of Egypt, and delivered the Israelites from their op-
pressors. It was "a night to be much observed unto the
Lord for bringing them out from the land of Egypt : this i s
that night of the Lord to be observed of all the childre n
of Israel in their generations ."—Exod . 12:42

"The Firstborn . . . Are Mine"

At the time of the passover experience in Egypt, th e
Lord gave Moses instructions on another significant point .
He said to Moses, "Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, what-
soever openeth the womb among the children of Israel ,
both of man and of beast : it is mine." (Exod . 13:1, 2) On
the eve of the deliverance of the Israelites, the lives of th e
firstborn alone were in danger . But these were the Lord' s
special concern, and for these the Lord had prepared a
sure refuge—the covering blood of the lamb. All of the
firstborn who availed themselves of this blessed provision
were saved alive during that terrible night . Therefore, the
Lord held these to be his . "For all the firstborn of the
children of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the
day that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I
sanctified them for myself." (Num. 8 :17) These were to b e
sanctified, or set apart, as his own special possession, and
to perform a special service .

Later, for convenience, these firstborn were exchange d
en masse for the levitical tribe of Aaron and his sons . The
tribe of Levi thus became the Lord's, and these were then

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

appointed "to do the service of the children of Israel in
the tabernacle of the congregation, and to make an atone-
rnent for the children of Israel ." (Num. 8:19) Aaron and his

sons, themselves of the tribe of Levi, had already bee n

consecrated into the priesthood, and it was fitting, there -
fore, that the Levites should be chosen to be the priestly

tribe. In the subsequent division of the land of Canaan th e
tribe of Levi had no inheritance, but were supported by

tithes supplied by the remaining tribes . The duties of th e

priests were many; but probably the most important wa s
the sacrifice, on the day of atonement, of the bullock an d
the Lord's goat as an offering for sin, "to make an atone-
ment for the children of Israel for all their sins once a

year."—Lev . 16 :34

"Remember This Day "

After the Lord had directed Moses relative to the setting
apart to him of all the firstborn, Moses again reminded the
people of the importance of the experience through whic h

they had just passed under the Lord's guidance . "Remem-
ber this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of th e

house of bondage . . . . And it shall be when the Lord shall
bring thee into the land of the Canaanites . . .that thou

shalt keep this service in this month . . . . And thou shalt

show thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of

that which the Lord did unto me when I came forth out of

Egypt . . . . And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and

for frontlets between thine eyes ; for by strength of han d
the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt ." "Thou shalt
therefore keep this ordinance in this season from year to

year ."—Exod . 13 :1-1 6

The frontlets here mentioned were small leather cases
containing strips of parchment on which were written fou r

passages of scripture, some of which have been quote d
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here in part : Exodus 13 :2-10, 11-17 ; and Deuteronomy 6 :
4-9, 13-23 . These dealt specifically with the Lord's deliver-
ance of the nation from bondage, his promise to brin g
them into the land of Canaan, and the setting apart of th e
firstborn as belonging to the Lord . They also contained a
summary of the Ten Commandments, instructions to me-
morialize the passover, and strict admonitions to teach all
these things to their children .

The Lord told them that the memory of all these thing s
should be in their hearts ; but to assist them to be mindfu l
of them, that they might always walk in his ways, the y
were instructed also to "write them upon the posts of th y
house, and on thy gates" (Deut . 6:9), even though the Ten
Commandments were later engraved on tables of stone for
all to see and to do . The frontlets, which were to be bound
on their arms by thongs, or worn on their foreheads, wer e
to serve as additional reminders of these things . In the
New Testament these frontlets are called phylacteries ,
from a Greek word meaning a safeguard, or guardian . They
were to love and serve the Lord with all their heart an d
all their soul and all their might . (Dent. 6:5) By wearing
these frontlets on their arms and on their foreheads, th e
Israelites would be reminded of God's goodness to them ,
and of his instructions and commandments, and thus they
would be guarded from forsaking his paths .

A Shadow of Good Things to Come

That remarkable experience in the life of the nation of
Israel is still most dear to the hearts of reverent Jews the
world over ; but it is of special interest to the church of the
Gospel Age, for the Apostle Paul tells us that those thing s
which happened to Israel were "a shadow of good things
to come." (Heb. 10:1) Our Lord Jesus was a Jew, born un-
der the Law, and subject to all its provisions and ordi-
nances, including the observance year by year of the feas t
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of the passover . And he and his twelve disciples accord-
ingly had come together in the upper room on that fatefu l
evening for this purpose .

But Jesus knew by his knowledge of prophecy that hi s
time had come, for he was destined to be "cut off" in th e
"midst of the week." (Dan. 9 :26, 27) He knew that th e
passover lamb that was slain there in Egypt on the four-
teenth day of Nisan in the evening, and whose blood pro-
vided protection for the firstborn of Israel, pictured him -
self. He was that perfect Lamb of God who would give hi s
life as a ransom for the whole world . (John 1 :29) He was
about to meet the demands of Justice by giving his life o n
behalf of all mankind .

He knew that the passover that he had just celebrate d
with his disciples would be his last ; therefore, when they
had finished observing the feast, he said to them, "I will
not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the king
dom of God." And then we read that "he took the cup, an d
gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it amon g
yourselves: for I say unto you I will not drink of the frui t
of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come . And he
took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you : this
do in remembrance of me . Likewise also the cup afte r
supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood ,
which is shed for you ." (Luke 22 :15-20) Thus, anticipating
the terrible events of the morrow, when he would complet e
his sacrifice on the cross, and so fulfil the requirements o f
the Law, we find our Lord initiating a new ordinance, or
ceremony—the only one beside baptism that is enjoined
upon his footstep followers of the Gospel Age .

On an earlier occasion the Jews had asked Jesus for a
sign, that they might believe in him, although only th e
day before he had fed five thousand from a few loave s
and fishes . They reminded him that their fathers had eat -
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en manna in the desert . Jesus said : "He that believeth o n
me hath everlasting life . I am that bread of life . Your
fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead . .
I am the living bread which came down from heaven : i f
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : and the
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for th e
life of the world." The account then tells us that "Th e
Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How ca n
this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unt o
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no
life in you ."—John 6 :30, 47-53

In one sense the Jews were right—for how could they
eat his flesh? This was a "hard saying" to them, and w e
read that "from that time many of his disciples went back ,
and walked no more with him ." (John 6:60, 66) We need
not think however that they fell into the error of som e
who believe that they actually partake of the literal fles h
and blood of the Master .

The bread and wine that he offered to his disciples ther e
in the upper room were merely symbols—the bread sym-
bolizing his broken body, and the fruit of the vine his she d
blood; and these together represent the sacrifice of his lif e
on behalf of mankind . Our partaking of the bread and win e
symbolizes our partaking of the merit of our Lord's sacri-
fice, and manifests our faith in him as our Redeemer . The
faith thus manifested is the basis of our justification, o r
righteousness, before God. "Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God ." (Rom. 5:1) How glad we are for thi s
loving provision of the Heavenly Father on behalf of the
antitypical firstborn !

Firstfruits, and Afterfruit s

Only the "church of the firstborn" have so far receive d
the merit of Christ's sacrifice . (Heb. 12 :23) These antitypi-
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cal firstborn are also referred to in the Scriptures as "first -

fruits ." (James 1 :18; Rev. 14 :4) This clearly suggests that
there shall be "afterfruits." And so we find it . Just as it
was God's purpose that not only should the firstborn o f
Israel be delivered, but that the entire nation should h e
released from bondage, so also will it be in due time with
the whole world of mankind . For Jesus Christ died, not for
the few, but for all mankind . He "gave himself a ranso m
for all, to be testified in due time ." He said that the hour
would come when all who are in their graves would hea r
his voice, and come forth . Herein is God's great love for
his fallen, human creation manifested ; for "God so love d
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever -
lasting life."—I Tim. 2:5, 6 ; John 3:16; John 5:28, 2 9

But there is a "due time" for these blessings to be be -
stowed upon mankind . The Apostle Paul makes this clear
in that wonderful sermon about the resurrection, wher e
he tells us that "as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shal l
all be made alive . But every man in his own order ; Chris t
the firstfruits [Christ and the church] ; afterward they [of
the world of mankind] that are Christ's at his coming [pres-
ence] ."—1 Cor . 15 :22, 2 3

Our Lord Jesus died on the cross more than ninetee n
hundred years ago, and mankind is still going down into
the grave. This is so because "Christ the firstfruits" is no t
yet complete . The Apostle Paul tells us that Christ is no t
one, but many: "For as the body is one, and bath man y
members, and all the members of that one body, bein g
many, are one body: so also is Christ . . . . Now ye are th e
body of Christ, and members in particular ." (I Cor. 12:12 ,
27) During this Gospel Age the Lord has been selectin g
and testing those who shall make up this body of Christ .
He has been taking out of the world a little flock, " a
people for his name."—Acts 15 :14
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These have accepted Jesus' invitation to deny them-
selves, take up their cross, and follow him . Having faith
in his shed blood, they have presented themselves "a liv-
ing sacrifice ." (Matt . 16:24; Rom. 12:1) They have no in-
heritance in the land, for their treasure is in heaven. These
"by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory an d
honor and immortality, eternal life" (Rom. 2:7), drawn by
the wonderful hope that, if faithful, they will be joine d
with their Head in glory and will live and reign with Christ
in the kingdom for a thousand years, for the purpose o f
blessing all the families of the earth .—Rev. 2:10; 20:6 ,
Gen. 22 :18; Gal . 3:27, 2 9

We see, then, that as we partake of the symbols of
Jesus' sacrifice we appropriate to ourselves, by faith, the
merit of that sacrifice; but we do more than this—we con-
secrate our lives to sharing in that sacrifice . In his letter
to the church at Corinth the Apostle Paul says : "The cup
of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of th e
blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not th e
communion of the body of Christ? For we being many ar e
one bread, and one body : for we are all partakers of that
one bread." (I Cor. 10:16, 17) The Greek word which i s
translated into our English word "communion" has the
thought of partnership, or sharing. The true followers of
the Lord, then, by faith partake of the justifying merit o f
Christ's sacrifice in order that they, in turn, may also la y
down their justified lives in sacrifice, filling up that whic h
is behind of the suffering of Christ . (Col . 1 :24) "These are
they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth . These
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits un-
to God and to the Lamb."—Rev. 14 :4

The selection and proving of this firstfruits class is th e
glorious work of the Gospel Age . This explains the seem-
ing delay in the fruition of God's plan of salvation for man -
kind. When this firstfruits class is complete, the church
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joined to her Head, then will the Kingdom of God be se t
up in power and glory; then will the merit of Christ's re-
deeming blood be applied on behalf of the whole world o f
mankind; then will begin the kingdom work of restitution
of mankind back to the glory and beauty and perfection
that had been father Adam's in the lovely Garden of Eden ;
then, indeed, will have come the due time for the after-
fruits—when God's law will be written, not on tables o f
stone, but in the grateful, loving hearts of all men .

But the development of the Lord's special people con-
tinues . The antitypical firstborns, whose deliverance mus t
precede that of the world, are still under the protection o f
the covering blood of the Lamb . Their sacrificial work i s
almost complete, and they look forward, longingly, to the
early consummation of their hope of being with their Lord ,
and of blessing all the families of the earth. But, unti l
then, they are ever mindful of the sacrifice of their Lor d
and Master, and they reverently keep the memorial of hi s
death on Calvary's cross. Humbly, they partake of th e
merit of his shed blood ; faithfully, they in turn lay down
their own lives in sacrifice, filling up that which is behin d
of the sufferings of Christ . This they do in grateful re-
membrance of him .

TAPE RECORDING FOR MEMORIA L

A special tape recording is being prepared for the use of
isolated brethren and small groups at their Memorial Service .
These special recordings will be sent to all who request them ,
and without charge. All that we ask is that the tapes be re -
turned after the Memorial . Address your request to The Dawn ,
Recorded Lecture Service, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073 .

40

	

THE DAWN



The Prophetic Testimony

"And we have the prophetic Word made more sure . You
will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining i n
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning sta r
rises in your hearts."—II Peter 1 :19, R . S. V .

THE long reign of sin, suffering, and death is likened i n
the Bible to a nighttime, a time of darkness . However, th e
Bible assures us that this long period of darkness will no t
last forever, that there will eventually, and in God's due
time, come a glad new day of peace and happiness for
mankind. Psalm 30:5 reads, "His [God's] anger enduret h
but a moment ; in his favor is life : weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning . "

Not only has the sighing and crying of the world been a
part of the nocturnal experiences of the human race, bu t
through all this sorrow there has been little true knowl-
edge of the Creator and of his loving design for the ulti-
mate release of mankind from sin and death, and this lac k
of understanding has contributed to the "darkness" of hu-
man experience . The various concepts of God which are
held in the heathen world, and to a large extent in the
professed Christian world, have tended to instil fear into
the hearts of the people, and this has increased th e
unhappiness of their existence .

God's "anger" (Ps . 30:5) is manifested in the sentence of
death which came upon man because of his transgressio n
of divine law. This anger is contrasted with God's favor
which, in his own due time, will bring joy and life to the
people . The Scriptures reveal that this "favor" was mani-
fested by the Creator's gift of his beloved Son to be th e
Redeemer and Savior of the world from sin and death, and
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that this time of restoration to life provided by the ranso m
will be ushered in by the long-promised kingdom o f
Messiah.

One of the beautiful symbols denoting the blessings o f
the kingdom is found in Malachi 4 :2, where Jesus in the
lifegiving authority and power of his kingdom is described
as "the Sun of Righteousness" which arises with "healin g
in his wings ." It will be this glorious "Sun of Righteous-
ness" which will dispel the noxious vapors of darkness an d
suffering which have plagued the human race so long .
This will be in that new day of blessings mentioned b y
David in the assurance that "joy cometh in the morning . "

Our text (II Pet . 1:19) is found in a very interestin g
setting. In verse 11 of this chapter Peter speaks of the
faithful followers of the Master as having an abundant
entrance "into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord an d
Savior Jesus Christ ." This is the messianic kingdom of
promise, and Peter is reminding us that the faithful fol-
lowers of the Master will, in the "first resurrection," enter
into that kingdom to live and reign with Christ .

And then, in verses 16 to 18 Peter says, " We have not
followed cunningly devised fables, when we made know n
unto you the power and coming [Greek, presence] of ou r
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
For he received from God the Father honor and glory,
when there came such a voice to him from the excellen t
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased .
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, whe n
we were with him in the holy mount . "

The reference here is to the transfiguration vision whic h

is recorded in Matthew 17 :1-9 . Just previous to this miracu-
lous vision Jesus had said to his disciples, "There be some
standing here which shall not taste death, till they see th e

Son of man coming in his kingdom." (Matt . 16 :28) It was
evidently in the transfiguration vision that Peter, James ,
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and John experienced the fulfilment of his promise . They
did not see Jesus in his actual kingdom, but they did see
a vision portraying the glory of the messianic kingdom ,
and because of what they saw Peter was prompted to say ,
"We have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming [presence ]
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we were eyewitnesses o f
his majesty . "

Convinced
It is clear that what Peter saw in the transfiguration

vision had assured him that Jesus truly was the Messiah ,
and that in due time the glory and majesty of his kingdo m
which they had seen in vision would become a reality .
Probably one of the elements of the vision which ha d
helped to convince Peter of this was the appearance o f

Moses and Elijah. The Jews sent priests and Levites to
John the Baptist to find out who he claimed to be . He said ,
"I am not the Christ . And they asked him, What then? Art
thou Elias [Elijah]? And he saith, I am not . Art thou tha t
prophet? And he answered, No .—John 1:19-21

Moses tells us of a promise the Lord made to him con-
cerning "that prophet." We quote, "I will raise them up a
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and
will put my words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto
them all that I shall command him . And it shall come t o
pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which
he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him ." (Deut.
18 :18, 19) To the devout Jews who knew of the promise s
of God this prophecy took on a very important meaning ,
for in addition to the Messiah himself, they looked for th e
coming of "that prophet," (though they are one and the
same) hence the inquiry of John the Baptist as to whether
or not he was this great one .

Then, in Malachi 4 :5, 6 we have a promise of the comin g

of an Elijah : "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
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before the coming of the great and dreadful day of th e
Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to the fathers, les t
I come and smite the earth with a curse ." Because of this
prophecy the Jews also looked for the coming of "Elijah, "
so John the Baptist was also asked concerning him, "Ar t
thou Elias [Elijah]? "

So it is that in the great array of messianic promises an d
prophecies of the Old Testament three important figure s
stand out—the Messiah, one like unto Moses, as "tha t
prophet," and "Elijah ." No careful student of the prophe-
cies could be fully assured that Jesus truly was the Mes-
siah if "that prophet" and "Elijah" did not in some wa y
enter into his kingdom plans, so in the transfiguration
vision of the kingdom Peter, James, and John saw that in
addition to the Messiah these other two figures had a part ,
for they appeared with Jesus . Thus the entire prophetic
testimony concerning the Creator's kingdom plan as it cen-
tered in Christ was accounted for in that wondrous visio n
of the kingdom. They had not followed "cunningly devise d
fables . "

A Lawgive r

Moses was Israel's lawgiver, and this will be one of th e
functions of the Messiah throughout the age of his king-
dom . This is explained in the prophecy concerning "that
prophet ." In the New Testament the Apostle Peter quotes
the prophecy and shows that its fulfilment will com e
through Christ following his second advent . The quotatio n
is in Peter's sermon concerning "the times of restitutio n
of all things," which, he declares, had been "spoken by th e
mouth of all his [God's] holy prophets since the world
began ."—Acts 3:19-23

After making this sweeping statement concerning God' s
promises of restitution, the first proof text he quotes i s
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the prophecy of Moses concerning "that prophet ." And i t
is interesting to note the full implications of that wonder-
ful prophecy : "A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren ." This promise, then, applied t o
the Israelites of Moses' day to whom it was addressed, an d
shows also that the great "Prophet" of promise would b e
raised up from a later generation, which was true of Jesus .

This denotes that in order for the Israelites of Moses '
day to receive the fulfilment of this promise it will b e
necessary for them to be raised from the dead . Peter knew
that the prophetic testimony concerning "restitution" in-
cluded an awakening of the dead, for he would know of
that wonderful promise, "The ransomed of the Lord shal l
return with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads; they
shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away ."—Isa . 35:10

This is no assurance of universal salvation for all man -
kind, not even for the Israelites, for after they are
awakened from the sleep of death they will need to obe y
that Prophet, otherwise they will be destroyed from amon g
the people . This point is covered in the original prophec y
concerning that Prophet by the expression, "I will requir e
it of him."—Deut . 18:19

The Elijah Type

The Prophet Elijah was the one used so mightily to re -
store the worship of the true God in Israel . We all recal l
the courageous manner in which he challenged the priest s
of Baal on Mt. Carmel. (I Kings 18:25-40) This agrees with
the prophecy concerning the antitypical Elijah, of whom
it was foretold that he would turn the heart of the father s
to the children, and the heart of the children to the fa-
thers—in other words, a work of reformation .

To a small degree, John the Baptist conducted a work o f
reformation in Israel by his ministry of repentance .
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Throughout the Gospel Age the faithful followers of th e
Master, in proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom, hav e
called upon the people to repent . (Acts 17:30) But both
these efforts have been largely ineffective so far as the
vast majority of the people are concerned, and the ful l
work of reformation, and of turning the people to the wor-
ship of the true God remains to be accomplished durin g
the messianic kingdom reign . While there will be appro-
priate agencies in that kingdom to carry on this work, i t
will be actually centered in Christ, for he is that true Light
which eventually enlightens every man that cometh into
the world .

Importance of Prophec y

By means of the transfiguration vision God's Word of
prophecy had been confirmed and, as Peter indicates, th e
Lord's people do well to take heed unto it, not for a little
while, but until "the day dawns and the morning star rises
in your hearts ." Without doubt the faithful followers o f
the Master throughout the age have observed this wis e
counsel. The prophecies had revealed the great fallin g
away from the faith which occurred beginning shortly af-
ter the death of the apostles . They foretold the rise an d
the fall of the great antichrist system, and many of th e
details which would be involved .

The prophecies told of the signs which would accom-
pany the Master's second presence, and that he would b e
the "Chief Reaper" in a great "harvest" which would oc-
cur at the end of the age, and in the beginning years o f
his presence . The prophecies foretold that in his presenc e
his long-promised kingdom would be established, and tha t
this would involve the bringing forth of his faithful follow-
ers from the sleep of death in what the Bible describes a s
"the first resurrection," and that these would reign with
Christ a thousand years.Rev. 20:4, 6
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These are referred to in the Scriptures as "heirs of God ,
and joint-heirs with Christ." They will share with Christ
in the work of "that prophet," and in a global-wide wor k
of filling the earth with the true knowledge of God, and
restoring a united worshiping of the great Creator . (Zeph .
3 :9) Thus will the darkness which has enshrouded the hu-
man race for now more than six thousand years—the ig-
norance of the true God, and the sorrow and sighing of a
dying race—be removed .

The Day Dawn

This will be the glorious new day of the prophecies, the
one referred to by David when he said that "joy cometh in
the morning." (Ps . 30 :5) This day dawns much as does a
literal day. Peter admonishes us that we should give hee d
to the sure Word of prophecy until "the day dawns an d
the morning star rises" in our hearts . Here the reference
is to the period just before the sun rises . It is then that
the "Morning Star" rises . Jesus is this Morning Star. He
testified, "I am the root and offspring of David, and the
bright and morning star."—Rev. 22 :1 6

While the morning star is shining it is still measurabl y
dark, and this is particularly true with respect to this
prophetic day mentioned in our text . In this case the world
in general does not even recognize the presence of th e
"Star" that betokens the approach of a new day . The Lord's
own people do not see him literally, but by the eye o f
faith and a discernment of the prophetic signs which wer e
to indicate his presence . Peter puts it beautifully when h e
says that he rises in our hearts ; that is, we become con-
vinced that he is here .

Webster's Dictionary defines dawn as "to begin to grow

light in the morning." In the prophetic day of our text the
world does not even note the first gray streaks of dawn ,
for it is a time fraught with trouble, and it seems to thos e
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uninstructed by the sure Word of prophecy as though th e
darkness is more dense than it has ever been before ; and
indeed, in many respects this is true .

However, as we see in this a further fulfilment of the
sure Word of prophecy which foretold that Satan's socia l
order must be destroyed in a "time of trouble such as nev-
er was since there was a nation ." (Dan. 12 :1 ; Matt . 24:21 ,
22) So it is, as foretold by the Prophet Isaiah, that while
"the morning cometh" there is "also the night ." The Swed-
ish translation reads that while the morning cometh "it i s
still dark ." We are now in that dark period of human ex-
perience, and through the sure Word of prophecy we are
privileged to discern the "Morning Star" and thus are as-
sured that the present travail of sorrow upon mankind i s
the harbinger of that glorious new day of blessing .

The Scriptures are concise in their use of symbolisms .
The "Morning Star" symbolism is most revealing in connec-
tion with the present time of human experience, but th e
reality of the full burst of day is illustrated by the actual
rising of the sun. In a text already quoted we are told o f
that glorious time when the "Sun of Righteousness" shal l
arise "with healing in his wings ." (Mal. 4:2) So we might
say that now we are in the "Morning Star" period of the
Master's presence, this "Star" having risen in our hearts .
This means that the rising of the "Sun" is near, when th e
glorious rays of healing will begin that period of joy i n
human experience when "all families of the earth" will
be blessed .

Blessings of the New Da y

As we have noted, Peter referred to the blessings of the
new day as "restitution," and explained that "the time s
of restitution" had been foretold by all God's holy proph-
ets . This testimony of the prophets is also part of the sure
Word of Prophecy to which we do well to take heed, fo r
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just as the present dark time of trouble came upon man-

kind in fulfilment of what the Lord had foretold in hi s
Word, so likewise the blessings of the new day are sure t o

come in God's own due time.

And how the world of mankind will then rejoice! There

will come global-wide and lasting peace . Blind eyes will be

opened, and deaf ears will be unstopped. "The lame man
shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing . "

(Isa . 35; Micah 4:1-4) Death will be destroyed, and tears
will be wiped from all faces . (Isa . 25 :8, 9) Eventually, as
the day progresses, all the dead will be awakened an d

given an opportunity, through obedience, to be restored t o
perfection—the perfection which Adam lost when he trans-
gressed divine law.

The soothing, life-giving powers of the "Sun of Right-
eousness" will be felt upon every continent of earth, an d
in the isles of the sea. Its light and life-giving power wil l
be felt by the whole suffering world of mankind. The en-
lightening rays of that "Sun" will fill the earth with a
knowledge of the glory of God . This means that all "doc-
trines of devils," all nocturnal hallucinations and super-
stitions, all human creeds and dogmas, all the precepts of
men by which people are taught to fear God rather than

love him, are to be swept away, and replaced by a true
knowledge of God and of his righteous laws .—Isa . 11 : 9

With a knowledge of the glory of God filling the earth ,
there will come also the clearing out of all the myriad cita-
dels of sin, vice, and crime . As the glorious "Sun of Right-
eousness" forces its enlightening and healing rays into the
various dens of iniquity, the satanic darkness of these ren-
dezvous of evil will give place to the glorious enlighten-
ment of the new day. There will not be a nook or corner
of the earth where the light from that glorious "Sun" will

not penetrate . Truly the Word of prophecy reveals a
glorious new day for the human race !
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The British Sectio n

?dials Besse ial

"My brethren, count it all jo y
when ye fall into divers temp-
tations."—James 1 : 2

ALL those who have been
called of the Lord during thi s
Gospel age are called with
what the Apostle Paul style s
the "high calling," the "heav-
enly calling," which is a call
to share with Jesus in hi s
"glory and honor and immor-
tality ." But the call is not th e
decision in the matter ; it i s
merely an invitation with cer-
tain definite conditions .—Phil .
3 :14 ; Heb . 3 :1 ; Rom. 2 : 7

We are called not only to
righteousness, but to walk i n
the Master's footsteps of suf-
fering and self-sacrifice . Those
are the only terms on which
any are received as disciple s
of Christ . We understand th e
Scriptures to teach that dur-
ing the millennial age ther e
will be other terms of accep-
tance which God will offer t o
the world. But there are n o
conditions offered now other
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than those of becoming follow-
ers and disciples of Jesus, t o
walk as he walked .

The Apostle James intimates
that temptations may overtak e
these followers of Christ, into
which they will fall as into a
snare . As for an army, trap s
are set by the enemy, so the
great Adversary sets trap s
and snares for us . Iie endeav-
ors to misguide our minds an d
to lead us away from proper
conceptions of truth and right-
eousness . We should he ver y
careful to avoid his snares .

Temptation is not sin--
every temptation, every trial ,
every persecution, every dif-
ficulty in life, permited t o
come upon us who have mad e
the covenant of sacrifice with
the Lord, is intended to prov e
us, to test our love, to se e
whether or not our characters
are fixed, rooted and ground-
ed in righteousness and being
built up in love. To realize this
should put all these trials, dif-
ficulties and temptations in a
new light before us, and great-
ly assist us in fighting a goo d
fight, and in overcoming .
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When we find ourselves sud-
denly in trials, we should say ,
If by these trials the Lord i s
proving my love and devotion
to him, then, however trifling
they may be, or however se-
vere, I will diligently use them
as favorable opportunities t o
demonstrate to my Lord the
fulness of my love and devo-
tion to him and his cause . I
must fight a good fight against
this thing—the world, th e
flesh or the Adversary—what-
ever it might be that brough t
the trials .

We can rejoice because we
know that if we overcome un-
der such trials our charac-
ters will make advancement
towards crystallization . We
can rejoice also because w e
know that the Lord would not
let us fall into any temptatio n
which he would not cause to
work out for us a blessing i f
we are wholly loyal.

Let us dwell often upon th e
words of the apostles : "My
brethren, count it all joy whe n
ye fall into divers temp-
tations ." "Greatly rejoice ,
though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heavines s
through manifold temptations :
that the trial of your faith, be-
ing much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though

BRITISH SECTION

it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and hono r
and glory at the appearing o f
Jesus Christ." "Blessed is th e
man that endureth temptation :
for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life ,
which the Lord hath promise d
to them that love him ." "Our
light affliction, which is bu t
for a moment, worketh for u s
a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory"—if we
are rightly exercised by thes e
trials .—James 1 :2 ; I Pet . 1 :6 ,
7 ; James 1 :12 ; II Cor . 4 :1 7

"He That Endureth"

We are assured that thos e
who love the Lord, and who
because of this will receive
the kingdom, will be those
whose love will have bee n
tested by trials and tempta-
tions . Those who do not lov e
the Lord with all their hear t
--in whom self, or some othe r
idol, has first place—will b e
seduced by the world, th e
flesh, or the Adversary into
some form of rebellion agains t
the divine Word, or divine
providences .

They will have schemes and
theories which they will pre-
fer to the Lord's plan. These ,

when analyzed, will usually b e
found to be based either upo n
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selfishness, or upon ambition .
or an evil spirit of envy o r
hatred . The Lord's leading an d
the Lord's words lose their at-
traction to such, and they lose
their interest correspondingly .
Like those who turned awa y
from the Lord at the first ad -
vent, declaring, "This is a har d
saying," they walk no more
with him .

As there are some sub -
stances which are weak and
brittle, so are there some
which have fibre, strength, en -
durance . The Lord chooses fo r
himself such characters a s
have the strong, enduring qual-
ities—fortitude, patience an d
longsuffering . Some there are
who walk close to the Lord ,
who will not he driven fro m
him by any of the arts an d
wiles of the Adversary . The y
are such as are at heart full y
the Lord's—not their own ;
they follow wherever the Lord
may lead, because they have
no will except the will of God .
These will follow the Lord i n
the narrow way of trial, dis-
cipline and testings during the
present life, and by and by ,
as he has declared, "They shal l
walk with me in white : for
they are worthy."—Rev. 3 : 4

He who escapes all trials ,
temptations and difficultie s
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has every reason to doubt tha t
he is really in relationshi p
with God as a son. If he wer e
a son, the Lord would surely
find it necessary to give him
trials and difficulties. If he
does not have these, he shoul d
go to the Father and mak e
sure that there is no impedi-
ment on his part—make sur e
that he has put himself in th e
proper place where he can b e
prepared for the kingdom .
"Whom the Lord loveth h e
chasteneth, and scourgeth ev-
ery son whom he receiveth . "
—Hebrews 12 : 6

All of us will rejoice whe n
the testings are over and we
are accepted as overcomers, to
share with the Lord in his
throne. But patience, trust an d
love must first do a refining
work in our hearts, making u s
mellow, submissive and obedi-
ent to God. Let the good work
go on! Let us rejoice if ou r
trials have made us stronge r
in character, more humble an d
Christlike, more aware of ou r
blemishes and imperfections ,
more watchful and earnest i n
our endeavors to correct them
as far as possible .

"Stepping Stones"

Even the conflicts in whic h
we have had only partial vie -
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tory may have resulted i n
blessings to us. Even in thos e
experiences where we hav e
suffered absolute failure, ther e
may be, through the pain of
defeat, a strengthening of ou r
character, a firm determina-
tion for greater watchfulness ,
and a more fervent prayer fo r
the Lord's sustaining grace ,
the need of which has bee n
more deeply impressed upo n
our hearts . Thus even failures
may become "steppingstones "
by which we rise toward Go d
and heaven. Only through
much tribulation shall we en -
ter the kingdom of heaven a t
all .

If, therefore, the Lord' s
people find themselves in-
volved in temptations, tribula-
tions, instead of feeling down -
cast they are to rejoice and
say, These are evidences that
the Lord is preparing me for
a place in the kingdom . Thi s
should give one courage t o
fight the good fight against
the world, the flesh and the
Adversary . The flesh is suffer-
ing; but the new mind, th e
new will, has the joy of the
end result, and, therefore ,
the new creature can rejoice ,
knowing that these trials are
not for his harm, but for hi s
good .—I Pet . 4 :12, 13

BRITISH SECTION

A Way of Escap e

The Heavenly Father will,
with every temptation provid e
a way of escape . Hence, when
we find ourselves in difficulty,
we are to say, The Heavenl y
Father is permitting this trial
—the Lord Jesus will help
me, and so I will rejoice in
the fact that the Lord will no t
allow me to be overthrown ;
for he has promised that all
things shall work out for my
good, because I love God an d
seek to know and to do hi s
will .

As our text expressly says
we are to count it all jo y
when we "fall" into tempta-
tions, but not when we "walk"
into them. We are not to seek
temptation . But if we fall in-
to temptation we are to say, I
have been striving against thi s
thing, and the Lord has per-
mitted it, and there must ,
therefore, come some blessing
out of it for me .

Our joy is largely dependent
upon our study of the Word ,
and our knowledge of th e
precious promises contained
therein for those who over-
come . The Lord wants thos e
who will endure a great figh t
of afflictions, who will endure
patiently, though the tempta-
tions continue long, and th e
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tribulations become more and
more severe . But if we shoul d
lose our faith, all our previou s
good resolutions and standin g
for what is right would not
make us overcomers .

A Word of Warning

To those who are of thi s
anointed company, and who
are striving to attain the glory
promised to the faithful fol-
lowers of Christ, the Apostle
Peter issues a very definite
word of warning . In the open-
ing chapter of his second
epistle, he urges the church
to add quality after quality of
character, that thus they ma y
be fitted for the gloriou s
things that God has promise d
to the faithful . He specifie s
faith as the primary qualifica-
tion . To this he says that we
are to add fortitude, knowl-
edge, patience, self-control ,
godliness, brotherly-kindness ,
and a broad generous love fo r
all mankind. The reason the
Scriptures declare that ou r
judgment will be according to
our faith is that while in th e
flesh we shall never be abl e
to perform works such as Go d
could approve .

What God approves is the
new creature . By exercising
faith, and by demonstratin g
loyalty, these new creature s
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will be able to please him, and
to work out the proper charac-
ter as enjoined in his Word ,
developing the fruits and
graces of the Holy Spirit . "I f
ye do these things," says th e
apostle, "ye shall never fall :
for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundant-
ly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ . "

Faith is necessary all along
the line. Without faith w e
could not have courage to g o
on . If we did not have faith
what would be our source o f
encouragement? The "fall "
mentioned in the text abov e
quoted is evidently a fall fro m
the position to which we hav e
been invited . We were called
to be joint-heirs with our
Lord. If we are obedient to
the Word of the Lord and are
properly exercised by the ex-
periences which are given us
in the school of Christ, we
shall gain his approval ; for ,
faithful is he that hath calle d
us. If there is a "fall" in ou r
case it will be due to failure
to do our part . If we fail to
cultivate character, we shal l
fail to gain the kingdom .

Among those who "fall" i t
will be more serious with
some than others . Those wh o
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fail to go on will receive cer-
tain tests which will deter-
mine whether they will turn
back to the world or will con-
tinue in the narrow way . Some
will fail in that they will not
manifest sufficient zeal . These
will come through great tribu-
lations . If by these experi-
ences they are brought to a
full loyalty to the Lord, they
will be granted everlastin g
life; but not on so high a
plane as if they had not faile d
in their manifestation of zea l
for the Lord, and of faith ,
energy and perseverance i n
doing the Lord's will .

Again, from lack of zeal i n
the Lord's service or from
cultivating a spirit of bitter-
ness, one may deteriorate un-
til he becomes an enemy of
the Lord, loving sin rather
than righteousness . As an op-
ponent of God, such a one
would suffer a complete fall .
But those who have a tempo-
rary fall, and who afterward s
overcome in the trials which
the Lord allows to come upon
them, thus showing their loy -

alty to him, will be fully re -
covered . Those who fall utter-
ly can never be recovered .
Such will lose everything .
They had sacrificed their hu-
man hopes before they coul d
be accepted, therefore thei r
falling away from this condi-
tion as new creatures will b e
hopeless .

The fall of such will be fa r
worse than the fall of Adam ,
which resulted from havin g
only limited knowledge an d
from lack of experience in th e
results of evil, for these have
come to a clear knowledge of
the truth and have experi-
enced a share in the redemp-
tion. The falling away of suc h
would mean a fearful lookin g
for of judgment—destruction
as enemies of God. Adam ha d
only a small knowledge of the
grace of God, and therefore i s
redeemed and will ultimately
be restored if he will come in -
to harmony with God. Dear
brethren, let us take heed to
our ways. Let us earnestly
cultivate the fruits of th e
Spirit .

PORTRUSH CONVENTION, May 23-2 5

For further particulars and accommodations please write to Mr.
T . Lang, 31 Hawthorne Terrace, Londonderry, North Ireland.

BRITISH SECTION
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Your Questions

From East and West

Who are those who com e
"from the east and the west"
and sit down "with Abraham ,
and Isaac, and Jacob" in the
kingdom of heaven? And wh o
are "the children of the king-
dom" who "shall be cast into
outer darkness," with "weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth" ?

These statements by Jesus
are recorded in Matthew 8:11 ,
12 . Luke also records thes e
words, and to the "east" an d
"west" he adds "the north an d
the south." Luke also adds
"and all the prophets ." (Luke
13 :28, 29) The Scriptures re-
veal that these ancient serv-
ants of God referred to by
Jesus will be the human rep-
resentatives of the kingdom of
Christ—"princes in all the
earth ."—Ps . 45:1 6

Jesus is saying that just a s
the people in his day came to
him for help, including some
Gentiles who learned of hi s
healing powers, so in the king-
dom there would be a world-
wide recognition of thes e
visible representatives of th e
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kingdom, and people from
every quarter of the earth
would look to them for help .

Luke's account, instead of
saying that "the children o f
the kingdom" would be cast
out, says "you yourselves"
will be "thrust out ." Evidentl y
the reference is to the sam e
class ; that is, to those who re-
jected Jesus at his first ad-
vent . As members of the Jew-
ish nation these were "chil-
dren of the kingdom," be -
cause all the kingdom prom-
ises and opportunities were
originally offered to this na-
tion. But, as Jesus said on an -
other occasion, the kingdo m
was to be taken from them ,
and given to a nation "bring-
ing forth the fruits thereof . "
—Matt . 21 :43

These original "children of
the kingdom," particularly th e
scribes and Pharisees who in
Jesus' day sat in Moses' seat ,
will, in the resurrection, dis-
cover that the Ancient Wor-
thies and prophets will be th e
recognized leaders and teach-
ers of the people, and that
they themselves have lost this
honored position .
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Their "weeping" and "gnash-
ing of teeth" does not indicat e
that they will be in a place of
torment . These expressions
merely denote deep disappoint-
ment and chagrin . If they
then accept Christ and obey
the laws of the kingdom, they
will receive life, and will ,
when they prove worthy o f
the privilege, have the oppor-
tunity of co-operating with th e
Ancient Worthies in the work
of the kingdom.—Rom. 11 :
25-33

No Need to Fear

I have an intense fear o f
death . Can you help me over-
come this?

Fear of death is due largely
to the many misconceptions of
it which have come down to
us from the Dark Ages . Basic
to all these is the Satan-in-
spired doctrine that "there i s
no death," meaning that what
we call death is not death at
all, but a transition into an-
other life . According to the

creeds of the Dark Ages, as
well as other misconceptions ,
the life beyond may be one o f
happiness or of misery ; it may
be in heaven, or. it may be in
a hell of torment—or possibly
in a creedal purgatory. With
these fu13e theories in mind
it is no wonder that many
fear death .

It is a fear of the unknown
that could turn out to be trag-
ic beyond description. Yes, w e
can help you to overcom e
this fear if you are willing t o
accept the teachings of the
Bible that "the wages of sin
is death," and that "the dead
know not anything." (Rom. 6 :
23 ; Eccl . 9 :5) The Bible speak s
of death as being like sleep,
from which there will be an
awakening . Just as you do not
fear to go to sleep at night,
knowing that you will awaken
in the morning; so you need
not fear going into the sleep
of death, for from this sleep
also there will be a gloriou s
awakening, in a new day of
happiness, peace, and life.

—oOo-
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THE MEMORIAL SUPPE R
The proper date for the Memorial Supper in 1970 is
Sunday evening, April 19.
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YOUR QUESTIONS
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Vineyard Eehoes

Further Witness in Europe ,
South Africa, and South America

IN THE providence of the Lord, beginning the first Friday
of February, the Gospel of the kingdom began to b e
beamed over the facilities of "Radio New York World -
wide," in both the English and Spanish languages. The
transmitters for this powerful radio station are located at
Scituate, Massachusetts, and it is claimed that this is th e
best possible location for transmission by short wave t o
Europe, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean .

The "Frank and Ernest" program goes out from this sta-
tion on the following frequencies :

15 .440 MHZ- Europe—19 meter s

17 .845 MHZ- Europe—16 meters
17 .760 MHZ- South America—16 meters
21.535 MHZ- Africa—13 meters

All these broadcasts are on Fridays at 2 :15 P . M., New

York time .
The "Francisco y Ernesto" (Spanish) broadcasts ar e

transmitted as follows: Frequencies :

9 .545 MHZ—31 meters
11 .855 MHZ—25 meter s

9 .615 MHZ—31 meters
11 .770 MHZ—25 meter s

These Spanish broadcasts are transmitted every Frida y

at 8:45 P . M., New York time .

We are happy indeed that the Lord has permitted us t o
make arrangements for this further diffusion of the truth .
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There is a large number of short-wave receivers in the
countries reached by these broadcasts, and without doub t
in this way the truth will reach some who have neve r
before heard this glorious message of the kingdom. And
there will be many brethren, especially in the Europea n
countries which are covered, who will be able to tune i n
on the programs, and this should help to strengthen that
blest tie that binds our hearts in Christian love .

We might also report, while we cannot give the detail s
at this time, that arrangements are being made for broad -
casting the Spanish programs over a network of ten power-
ful radio stations throughout Mexico . A listing of these
stations will appear in the April issue of The Dawn . In-
cidentally, we are glad to report that our overseas Spanish
broadcasts, especially those being transmitted from Portu-
gal, are bringing a very encouraging response .

—o0o

Special Resurrection Telecas t
MANY will remember that last year for the first time we
were able to provide television stations with a special half -
hour film dealing with the death and resurrection of Jesus ,
for their use on Easter Sunday . Considerably more than a
hundred TV stations used this film and thus a wide witness
for the truth was given . The same film is being offered to
television stations again this year, and our distributin g
agency in California has informed us that up until the
time we go to press upwards of fifty stations have aske d
for this film. In addition to this, our agency in New Yor k
tells us that they expect to have a call for twenty-five
of these films, making a total of seventy-five . We do not
have the details of stations and times from the New Yor k
agency as yet, but here is the list furnished us by Brothe r
Foss, who has charge of distribution in California .

VINEYARD ECHOES
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SPECIAL TELECAST FOR EASTER SEASON

ALASKA
Anchorage KENI-TV Channel

	

2
NEBRASKA
North

	

Platte KNOP-TV Channel

	

2
Fairbanks KTVF Channel 11 March 24, 5 :00

	

p .m .

CALIFORNI A
Bakersfield KBAK-TV Channel 29

NEVADA
Reno KCRL-TV Channel

	

4
Bakersfield KJTV Channel 17 March 28, 3 :30 p .m .
Eure k

March

	

29,

COLORADO

KVIQ-TV Channel

	

6
8 :00

	

a .m . NEW YOR K
Binghamto n
Buffalo

WINR-TV Channel 4 0
WKBW-TV Channel 7Denver KBTV Channel

	

9 Utica WKTV Channel 2
FLORID A
Palm Beach WPTU Channel

	

5
2

NORTH CAROLIN A
Durham WTVD Channe l

GEORGIA Washington WITN-TV Channel 7
Athen s
Augusta

March 29,

WGA U
WJBF Channel

	

6
6 :30 a .m .

OREGO N
Medford KMED-TV Channel 1 0

HAWAII PENNSYLVANI A
Honolul u

ILLINOI S
Peoria

KHON-TV Channel

	

2 Johnstown WARD-TV Channel 5 6
March 29,

	

4 :00 p .m .
Johnstown

	

WJAC-TV Channel 6WIRL-TV Channel 1 9
March 2 7

INDIANA
SOUTH DAKOTA

9Aberdeen

	

KXAB-TV Channe l
Munci e

LOUISIANA

WLBC Channel 49
TEXAS
Amarillo

	

KGNC Channel 4
Alexandria KALB-TV Channel

	

5 Amarillo

	

KVII-TV Channel 7
New Orleans WYES-TV Beaumont

	

KBMT-TV Channel 1 2
March 29, 4 :30

	

p .m . San Angelo

	

KCTV Channel 8
MAINE Weslaco

	

KRGV-TV Channel 5
Bango r

March 29,
WLBZ-TV Channel

	

2
2 :30

	

p .m .
WASHINGTO N
Seattle

	

KING-TV Channel 5Presque

	

Isl e

MICHIGA N
Marquette

WAGM-TV Channel

	

8

WLUC-TV Channel

	

6

WEST VIRGINIA

3Huntington

	

WSAZ-TV Channe l
Saginaw WNEM-TV Channel

	

5 Oak Hill

	

WOAY Channel 4
March 29, 6 :30 - 7:00

	

a.m . WISCONSIN
MISSISSIPP I
Jackson

	

WJTV Channel 1 2
During week of March 2 3
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Eau Claire

	

WEAU-TV Channel 1 3
March 29, 7 :30 - 8 :00 a .m . '

Madison

	

WMTV Channel 1 5
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Encouraging Letters
A Recor d

Dear Brethren . Last night we
enjoyed the film, "The Return
of the Exiles" About twenty-
eight of the public attended,
which was easily a record for
us, and very encouraging . We
hope to show it here again—
perhaps more than once before
it goes on to other districts . We
will also approach the televisio n
authorities to see if they will
show it.—New Zealan d

Greetings from Brisbane
Dear Brethren : Your article

under the heading, "Thus Saith
the Lord," is one of the most
enlighte ing I have ever read .
I am aiway waiting for your

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

magazine to come so I can have
a real good "feed" May ou r
Heavenly Father grant you pow-
er and grace to fulfil your
duties to him as you have al -
ways done. I send my bes t
Christian wishes to you.—Aua-
trali a

Likes "Little" Daw n
Dear Sirs : Your wonderful

little Dawn Magazine is certain-
ly appreciated . I read it from
cover to cover each month . I
love the books also that I hav e
ordered at different times .
Thank you for the work you
are doing for God's children. I
know he will always bless an d
keep you in his care .—California

For Your Newspaper
To the left is a suggestion fo r

a small advertisement in your
local newspaper . This outline is
designed for two inches in on e
column .

APRIL SPECIAL : On Sunday,
April 19, guests of "Frank an d
Ernest" will discuss the topic ,
"Why God Permits Evil ." Special
circulars will be available fo r
announcing this broadcast, an d
you are invited to send for as
many as you can use . Address
your request to, The Dawn,
East Rutherford, New Jerse y
07073 .

6 1

THE LAST DAYS

To be discussed by

`FRANK and ERNEST'

KBIG—740 kc .—10:00 A. M .

Sunday, March 1 5

Tune in this timely discussion, an d
send for a copy of the free
booklet, "God's Plan ." Address:

"FRANK and ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept. N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y. 10001



Speakers' Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t
These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request. Address your request to
Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit wil l
be arranged when possible.

SAM BAKE R
Washington,

	

D . C . Mar.

	

1
E . K . PENROS E

Muncie,

	

Ind . Mar . 3
Norfolk,

	

Va . 2 Columbus,

	

Ind . 4
Greensboro, N . C . 3 Indianapolis,

	

Ind . 5
Charlotte,

	

N .

	

C. 4 LaSalle,

	

III . 6
Orlando,

	

Ha . 7-9 Milwaukee,

	

Wis . 8Miami,

	

Fla . 1 1
St .

	

Petersburg,

	

Fla . 15 Beloit,

	

Wis . 9

Louisville,

	

Ala . 17 Rockford,

	

III . 1 0
Birmingham,

	

Ala . 18 Clinton,

	

Iowa 1 1
Knoxville,

	

Tenn . 19 St .

	

Louis,

	

Mo . 1 2
New Albany,

	

Ind . 22 Zeigler,

	

III . 1 3
Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 23, 24 Kansas City, Mo . 1 5
Piqua, Ohio 25 St . Joseph,

	

Mo . 1 6

WALTER BLICHARZ Fayetteville,

	

Ark . 1 7

Orlando,

	

Ha . Mar. 7-9 Brinkley,

	

Ark. 1 8
Memphis, Tenn . 1 9

O. D . DEIFER Nashville,

	

Tenn . 2 0
Pottstown,

	

Pa . Mar . 22 Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 2 2

G . M . JEUCK Pittsburgh,

	

Pa . 3 0

Sayville,

	

N .

	

Y . Mar .

	

1 West

	

Newton,

	

Pa . 3 1

A . H . KRUMPOL T
York,

	

Pa . Mar .

	

1
ROY E . POLAN D

Miami,

	

Fla . Mar . 1
Boston,

	

Mass . 29 Orlando,

	

Fla . 7- 9

R .

	

J .

	

KRUPA Nashville,

	

Tenn . 1 3

Orlando,

	

Ha .
Minneapolis,

	

Minn .
Mar . 7-9

28, 29 G . R . POLLOC K

M. C . MITCHEL L
Allentown,

	

Pa .

HARRY PASSIOS

Mar .

	

15

Orlando,

	

Fla . Mar .

	

7- 9

Mar . 22

LEO POS T

Baltimore,

	

Md .
Columbus, Ohio Mar .

	

8 Philadelphia,

	

Pa . 2 2
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H . W . PRICE STEPHEN ROSKIEWIC Z
Seattle,

	

Wash . Mar .

	

1 Orlando,

	

Fla . Mar . 7- 9
Portland,

	

Oreg . 2, 3
The

	

Dalles, Oreg . 4, 5 RICHARD SURAC I
Boise,

	

Idaho 7, 8 Hartford, Conn . Mar .

	

8
Spokane, Wash . 10, 1 1
Sagle,

	

Idaho 12,13 H .

	

J .

	

TIEMEYE R
Kalispell,

	

Mont . 15, 16 New London, Conn . Mar .

	

1 5
Havre, Mont . 18, 1 9
Laramie, Wyo . 21 F . S . WASSMAN N
Cheyenne, Wyo . 22
Bosler, Wyo . 23 New Haven, Conn . Mor . 2 2

Denver, Colo . 24, 25
Pueblo, Colo . 26, 27 C . R . WEID A

Salt Lake City,

	

Utah 29, 30 Orlando,

	

Fla . Mar . 7-9

-0--

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S

C . A . CORNEL L
Ipswich

	

Mar . 1
J . HUMPHRE Y

Dewsbury

	

(Sat .) Mar . 2 1
Latchford

	

22

E . T . NADE L

Dewsbury

	

(Sat.) Apr . 1 1

W . F . READE R
Latchford

	

Apr . 1 2

Weekly Prager Meeting Texts

MARCH 5—"If there be any vir-
tue, and if there be any praise ,
think on these things ."—Philip-
pians 4 :8 (Z. '03-9 Hymn 198 )
MARCH 12—"The end of the
commandment is love from a
pure heart, and a good con -
science, and an undissemble d
faith ."—I Timothy 1:5 (Diaglott )
(Z . '00-360 Hymn 306 )
MARCH 19—"As obedient chil-
dren, not fashioning yourselve s

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

according to the former lusts
in your ignorance ; but as He
which called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of con-
versation ."—I Peter 1 :14,15 (Z .
'03-55 Hymn 21 )

MARCH 26—"We are not of th e
night, nor of darkness . There -
fore let us not sleep, as d o
others ."—I Thessalonians 5 :5, 6
(Z. '03-70 Hymn 20)
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Conventions
An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion service is being planned .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., MAR. 1—
2601 Fillmore St., N . E. Mrs . C . R .
Newham, 678 40th Ave ., N . E .
BOISE, IDAHO, Mar . 7, 8—Owyhe e
Hotel - Imperial

	

Room,

	

Elevent h
& Main Sts . Mrs . Elton N . Pigg, P .O .
Box 51, Kuna, Idaho.
ORLANDO, FLA ., Mar. 7-9—Florida
Bible Students Annual Convention .
Orlando Garden Club, 710 E . Rollin s
St . Mr . George O . Jeuck, 5212 Lake-
Howell Rd ., Winter Park, Fla .
COLUMBUS, OHIO, Mar . 8—Centra l
Savings - Rear, Refugee Rd . and
College Ave . Mrs . Lois Smith, 4294
Ellery Drive .
COVINA, CALIF ., Mar . 8—Covina
Women's Club, 128 S . San Jose Ave .
Mrs . Donald Swift, 1249 S . Valind a
Ave ., West Covina, Calif .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Mar . 15—
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks Bldg .,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs . Edith M .
Harp, 3908 S . Madison Ave.
CHICAGO, ILL., Mar. 22—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave . Mr .
Leonard Jezuit, 10742 S . Talman Ave .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Mar . 28, 29
—Columbia Heights Field House, 530
Mill St ., N . E. Mrs . C . R . Newham ,
678 40th Ave ., N . E .
PATERSON, N . J ., Mar. 28, 29 —
Montclair State College, Montclair,
N . J . Mr. M. J . Koterba, 29 Mt.
Pleasant Ave ., Wallington, N . J .
BUFFALO, N . Y ., Mar . 29—Mr. Stan -
ley Koszka, 670 Union Rd .

DETROIT, MICH ., Mar . 29—Northwes t
Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River.
Mr. Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmont
St., Dearborn Heights, Mich .
SALEM, OREG ., Apr . 3-5—VFW Hall ,
630 Hood St ., N. E. Mrs. L. L .
Moore, Rt . 1, Box 616, Turner, Oreg .
FRESNO, CALIF., Apr . 4, 5—254 0
Floradora Ave . Mrs. Larry Smith ,
4648 N . Benadelle.
NEW YORK, N . Y ., Apr . 5—Mr . G .
M. Jeuck, 81 Blauvelt Rd ., Nanuet ,
N. Y .
DETROIT, MICH ., Apr. 11, 12-Mr .
Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmont, St .
Dearborn Heights, Mich .
*WILMINGTON, DEL ., Apr. 11, 12—
Brandywine Junior College, Rt . 202
near Talleyville, Del . Mrs . Peter Kol-
liman, 404 W . 31st St.
PORCUPINE PLAIN, SASK ., Apr . 25,
26
BOSTON, MASS ., Apr . 2 6
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., May 2, 3
KANSAS CITY, MO., May 2, 3
NEW ALBANY, IND . - LOUISVILLE,
KY ., May 9, 1 0
ROCHESTER, N . Y., May 16, 17

VANCOUVER, B . C ., May 16. 1 8

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF ., (Asilomar),
May 28-3 1
LONDON, ONT., June 1 4

WINNIPEG, MAN ., July 15 .19—Cana-
dian Mid-West Bible Students Con-
vention .

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTIO N
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indian a

August 8-13
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

- THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES
CLOTH . 75 CENTS ; PAPER . 50 CENTS

at- THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH, 7S CENT S

THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

(t THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH . $1 .2 5

THE NEW CREATIO N
CLOTH . $1 .25

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS

	

EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 0707 3

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1 . 3 . 10 CENTS EACH .
VOLUMES 4-S . 15 CENTS EAC H

CLOTH
BOUND. BO O

Presents the significanc e
of the sacrificial service s
of the tabernacle erected
by Moses.

Contains a Bible text an d
comment for every day;
ruled pages for birthda y
records .

SIX VOLUMES
OVER 3,000 PAGES

CLOTH BOUN D

41 - PER SET



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH . ..

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .--Rev . 15 :5 .8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact tha t
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," " a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due time ."—Heb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saint s
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priest s
in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt. 24 :14 ; Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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