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SPEAKERS’

IT IS desired to make the listing of speakers’ ap-

pointments a greater service to the friends generally,

and for this reason we are undertaking to list the ad-
dresses where the lectures are to be given, as well as
the hour of the meetings. It is not possible, of course,
to furnish this information in every instance. We will
be glad however, if the classes being served by visiting
speakers will, if they so desire, forward the necessary
information to us so that ih future issues we can give
a fuller listing of the time and place of meeting.

BROTHER H. E. ANDERSON N
Philadelphia, Pa., 18th & Arch Streets, 3 P. M., Jan, 15
. BROTHER T. E. BARKER

Wm'cester,;fMass., .......................... Jan. 15
Lvnn, Mass, ..ottt i i e e 22
Boston, Mass., 30 Huntington Ave, .............. 29
Beverly, Mass.,, .......ciiiiiieiiinninennnns. 29
BROTHER J. A. BELL
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St.,, 3 P, M. Jan. 23
BROTHER C. P. BRIDGES
Boston, Mass.,, 30 Huntington Ave., .......... Jan 8

BROTHER N. CONSTANT
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten Street, 3 P. M., Jan. 8

BROTHER DAVID DINWOODIE

Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, 3 P. M., Jan. 22
BROTHER P. KOLLIMAN

Lanecaster, Pa., ....... ... . ... Jan, 8
BROTHER O. MAGNUSON

Jersey City, N. J., (Convention*) ............ Jan. 15

Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, 3 P. M. .... 15

BROTHER GEORGE R. MAYNARD
Hawthorne, Calif., 13110 Doty St., 7:45 P. M., Jan. 15

BROTHER N. M. MOLENAAR

Santa Ana, Calif., 1342 Cypress, 10:30 A. M. Jan, 15
BROTHER A. L. MUIR
Aurora, T, ...........: SR Jan, 4
Matoon, TIL, ... oot 5
St. Louis, Mo., ...t 6-8
Warrenshurg, Mo, .....covviiiiinnnirininneernes 9
Kansas City, Kans.,, .......civiiiiinieaanean, 10,11
St. Joseph, Mo, ... 12
Topeka, Kans. .................... N er e 13
Neodesha, Kans,, ..........ccoviviiiiinan, 14,15
Wichita, Kans,, .......covviiiiiiiinneinaanaen.. 16
Hutehinson, Kans., ........... ..o it 17
Oklahoma City, Okla., .......... ... .ot 18
Shawnee, Okla., ......... .. o it 19
Dallas, TexXaS . ..vurenronne e iiieiinsiieiraeens 20
Houston-Galveston, Texas, .................. , 22,23

APPOINTMENTS

Memphis, TOnD., .....ooevrneeennennnnnnnn. Jan. 25

Donelson, Tenn., ........ ... i i iiiiinna,s 26

Chattanooga, Tenn., ............. ..o oo il 27
BROTHER ROBERT E. NASH

Mentone, Calif,, 1352 Olivine St., 2:3Q. P, M. Jan. 3
BROTHER C. C. PEOPLE¥

Dayton, Ohio, ..........ccvviviinnn, Jan. 1

o v: .....

Richmond, Ind.,
‘ineinnati, Ohio;

Piqua, Ohio, ... ... .0 .. oaid TR R PR
~ BROTHER WALTER SARGEANT

Jersey City, N. J,, (Convénti_on*) ‘e ‘@. ... Jan. 15
Baltimore, Md., 4 West Eager Street 3 B=M; ...... 22
Washington, 1. C,, ...... ... ..o i, 23
Riehmond, Va., ... ... i iiiiiiinriieinns 24, 25
Jacksonville, Fla.,, ... ... oot v
Orlando, Fla,, ... .. i i i 29

BROTHER J, H. L. TRAUTFELTER
Philadelphia, Pa., 18th & Arch Streets, 3 P. M., Jan. 22

BROTHER J. I. VAN HORNE

East Liverpool, Ohio, .........0coieivainan.. Jan 8
BROTHER G. M. WILSON
~ Buffalo, No Y, oo Jan. 8
BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH
Brooklyn, N. Y., 109 Remsen Street, ........ Jan. 8
Jersey City, N. J., (Convention*) .............. 15
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3. P. M. 22
Brooklyn, N. Y., (Convention*) 29
BROTHER C. W. ZAHNOW
Tthaea N. Y. and Vieinity .................. Jan. 1-6
Norristown, Pa., .....ooooiiiiiiiieoi e .. 8
Hawthorne, N. J., ... ittt 10
Brooklyn, N. Y., 108 Montague St.,, 8 P. M., ...... 11
Laurelton, N, Y., 133 228th Street, 8 P. M., ...... 12
Rutherford, N. J., 112 Mountain Way, 8:15 P. M,, 13
Paterson, N. J., 169 Van Houten St., 3P. M, .... 15

*(Convention Announcements on page 33)

FREE TRACTS

The following is a list of free tracts on hand that
may be ordered in any quantity desired. These four
page leaflets present a brief but clear message of the
coming Kingdom and are ideal for use in witness work.

‘“The Coming World Dictator’’
“‘Coming Back From Hell Soon'’
“‘Ualamities — Why Permitted"’
‘“‘“The Hope of Universal Peace'’
“Do You Know?"’
Where are the Dead?’’
‘‘PBarth’s Coming Glory"’
‘“What Is the Soul?"’
““Why Not Live Forever?'’
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. THIS MONTH NEXT MONTH

NEWS8 AND VIEWS . THE COMING DIGTATORSHIP”
‘‘He Uttered His Voice—The Earth Melted’’ 2 OF HEAVEN

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

The Judgment Day—The second and concluding article
in a series dealing with the manner in which God eon-
trols His intelligent creatures by means of instruetions
given to them by which they learn to know and obey
His will. 5

THE COHRISTIAN LIFE

Through Our Window in 1939—A glance at the pros-
pects of the new year as seen in the light of the truth
of God’s Word. g

If Thine Eye be Single—A heart searching study of
the condition laid down by the Master requisite to our
enjoying the blessings of the heavenly vision of truth. 11

Apparent Failures—A contributed article calculated to
encourage the Christian by reminding him of that,

whieh, from the Lord’s standpoint, constitutes suecess. 15

The Chastenings of the Lord—Another article in the
geries on ‘‘The Epistle to the Hebrews.”’ 19

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

Peter Sees Christ’s Glory (Jan. 15 ' 22
Peter Denies His Lord (Jan. 22) 23
| Peter Déclares His Love (Jan. 29) | 24
Peter Preaches at Pentecost (Feb. 5) 25

Peter Heals a Lame Man (Feb. 12) 26

CHILDREN'S HOUR

The Reign of Solomon—Another story for the children

TALKING THINGS OVER

by Uncle Eb. 27
Cooperation and Liberty 29
Use of Consolation Cards 30
An 0ld Man’s Story N 32

Téday the world is being made:
to suffer by the ruthless methods:
of ambitious and selfish govern-
mental dietatorships; but ere long-
the will of Him who so loved the:
world as to send His Son to die-
for it, is to be imposed upon alk
people, i answer to the prayer,
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will he-
done, in earth as it is dome v
heaven.”’ This article deals with
the manner in which Christ will

* bring about this glorious consum-

mation of the divine plan.

RIGHTEOUS REPROOF

i and
FORGIVENESS OF WRONG

This article is a reprint from
the old Watch Towers, and we
trust will prove helpful to all the
friends. . As. followers of the.
Master, Christians are being pre--
pared to judge the world during
the future Judgment Day, hence-
the importance of learning how
to properly apply the principles
of justice. and righteousness in
their dealings with each other
now.

SILENT BEFORE GOD

God talks to us through His.
Word, and it is necessary, if we.
are to learn to know Him and:
know His will for us, to give heed
to what He says. This article
points out how inappropriate it
is for anyone to talk back to the
Lord, or in any way to question
the wisdom of what He tells us
through His Word.

Entered as second class matter at the Brooklyn, N. Y. Post Office, October 17, 1932, under Aet of March 3
1879. Published monthly by Dawn Publishers, Ine., 136 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. British Address: Bible
Students Committee, 24, Darwin Road, Welling, Kent, England; Australian address: Berean Bible Institu

. ) No. 19 Ermington Pl, Kew E. 4, Melbourne, Vie., Australia. o
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“HE UTTERED HIS VOICE—

THE EARTH MELTED”

UMAN wisdom -is-. utterly unable to pierce
the storm clouds of trouble that hang over
a distressed ‘world at the beginning of the
new year and predict with any degree of
certainty the details of developments that will be un-
folded before us as day by day the scenes which make
up the closing drama of the present world unfold
before us. Nor would it be advantageous to be able
to'do so. To the Christian it is sufficient that as each
event in the world transpires he is able to see further
evidence of the approaching new order, the long-
foretold and glorious Kingdom of the Messiah.
Nineteen thirty-eight was a most momentous
year when viewed in the light of divine prophecy.
Grises, wars, distress and calamities here there and
afar, constituted the daily diet of news that filled
the papers, magazines and radio programs most of
the time throughout the year.
Christmas festival which usually promotes at least a
measure of outward peace and goodwill seemed this
time to-lose much of its magic influence so that above
the singing of the hymns of peace on earth and good-

will toward men could be heard the angry mutterings

and threats of the world’s many selfish and war-

making rulers. A very vivid cross-sectional view of;

the world’s condition at the Christmas' season of
nineteen thirty-eight is given to us in Cavalcade, a
British news magazine, under date of December 10.
We quote in part: .

i-¢¢What used to be knewn as the season of goodwill
dnd peace on earth draws near. In a couple of weeks
a large portion of mankind will be celebrating a festi-
val dedicated to the Man who preached a gospel of
brotherly love and universal kindness. Millions—with
hatred in their hearts—will pay lip service to One who
knew no hatred.

‘;‘:Disrupte'd World

| ““How far mankind has strayed from the sublime
philosophy is revealed by a quick glance at the world
scene today. Never in the history of man has there
existed at any one period such universal turmoil as
that which now currently scars the face of the globe.
[See Daniel 12:1.] -

“7¢Tt ig as though a madness has seized civilization—
a madness which impels man to destroy—to pour out
most of his wealth on the things which shall hasten

his own doom. ’
‘‘Tale of Woe |

¢¢And each day seems to produce a new outbreak of
the malady in some part of the globe. The news-

Even the customary

~lish His Kingdom. .

papers, the radio news; even the newsreels, are in these
days chiefly—and inevitably—catalogues of calamity.’’

Shor_tly_aﬁcr, the Great. Crisis of last September—
an event so outstanding that many of the World’s
present developments are dated from Munich—Herr
Hitler promised the people of the German Reich
peace for Christmas; but even before Christmas ar-
rived the agitation provoked by totalitarian states
began to produce trouble spots in a number of places;
and apparently the development of these artiﬁciall};
provoked grievances will, ere we get very far into
nineteen thirty-nine, again result in greatly strained
relat1qns between the various nations involved, thus
renewing the dangers of a world war. Whether the
brealfm.g point will be reached within the year, or
not, 1s impossible to predict; but one thing is certain,
namely, that each recurring crisis leaves the world
order weaker and more shattered. It is this gradual
breaking down of the structure of so-called civiliza-
tion that is described in the Bible as the “melting”

.of the earth. See Psalms 46 :6..

It is the competition between the three popular
forms of government—Democracy; Fascism or Naz-
ism; and S’Qcialism or Communism-—that seems to be
rapidly fulfilling the foretold melting down of earth’s
society, coincident with the Lord’s return to estab-
sh Concerning this the prophet
writes: “The hills [kingdoms] melted like wax at
the presence of the Lord.” .In describing the condi-
tions in’ the ‘earth which bring about this melting, the
prophet says: “Clouds and darkness are round about
Him; righteousness and judgment are the habitation
of His throne. " A fire goeth ‘before Him, and burneth
up His enemies round about. His lightnings enlight-
ened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.”—
Psalms 97: 2-5. -

Even in democratic America the necessity of cul-
tivating friendly cooperation among the nations of
the Western Hemisphere to prevent the importing
of Fascism probably accounts largely for the genial
policy of the United States towards its neighbors, and
especially toward Mexico. In the latter country large
estates belonging to Americans have been expro-
priated for division among the people; the great oil
companies have been taken over and the production
of oil has become a government monopoly,

And the United States is making great efforts,
through the display of naval strength and otherwise,
to impress her weaker neighbors to the south of her
ability to protect them in the event of aggression
from European countries. These efforts are quickly
countered by the completion of commercial pacts be-
tween Italy and some of the South American coun-
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tries; backed up by an announced purpose of send-
ing an armada of air planes across the ocean to our
Latin neighbors on a mission of “goodwill.” Thus,
by these straws in the wind, it can be clearly seen
that the class struggle going on within and among the
great powers of Europe is destined to sooner or later
reach the Americas, with probably equally devastat-
mng results. Realizing this, the United States is pre-
paring to build and equip more than ten thousand
fighting air planes, and each year to train twenty
thousand pilots all for the purpose of preventing,
if possible, the encroachment of forces which will
hasten the melting of the American idea of civiliza-
tion. :

In Russia the melting, occasioned by the breaking
down of old ideas and standards, is being accom-
plished most rapidly. There all property was taken
by the State without exception, and is operated for
the benefit of the workers. Fascism and Nazism
were expected to preserve property rights, and were
supported, if not created, by the property owning and
industrialist classes, to prevent the development of
Socialism. In operation, however, it appears that
these dictatorships are powerless to maintain the for-
mer status with respect to property rights. They
must make concessions to the people in order to re-
tain their enthusiasm and support for these new forms
of governments which exact so much devotion and
service from their citizens.

This, no doubt, is one of the immediate contribut-
ing causes of the seizing of Jewish property and the
desire for the expulsion of the Jews. The govern-
ments involved need this wealth, and through their
propaganda agencies they are able to make the people
believe it is being used for the common good. This
also, in part, would seem to be the explanation of
the actual and threatened expropriation of church
property within these totalitarian states. But what-
ever the motives and immediate causes back of this
general breaking down of an order consisting of the
privileged few and the under-privileged masses, we
can see that the “melting” processes are in eperation,
causing all the former foundations of the earth to
tremble.

Back of the economic pressure upon the dictator
governments, we can see that they are used as God’s
instruments to drive the Jewish people back to their
own land; and in the case of the false church systems,
to execute the judgments so definitely stated in Rev-
elation and ‘elsewhere in the Lord’s Word. In both
cases these are unprotected and defenseless, hence
the first to feel the heat of the melting time. The
Jews are a distinct race, have great wealth, and yet
have no national government to protect’ them. The
false church now seems to have reached the “widow”
condition and none of her former protectors or “hus-
bands’—civil govermments—come forward to es-
pouse her cause against her spoilers; although some
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stand afar off and bewail her torment, they are fearful

to come to her aid lest they be made to feel her tor-
ment.—Rev. 17:16-18; 18:9, 10.
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The following reflections on the 20th anniversary
of Armistice Day, penned by Harry Elmer Barnes,
Ph. D,, reveal the plight of the world and the disap-
pointment resulting from the “war to end wars”:

‘“Among the outstanding announced aims of the
Allies during the great conflict were the following:—-
It was promised that the World War would put an end
to armaments and the expenditfures connected there-
with. We had a promise of the end of military prepon-
derance of any one great power or group of powers.
We were told that the war would put an end to the
secret diplomacy and secret treaties which did so much
to cause the war.

““Perhaps the most widely publicized of all the war
ideals was the determination to make the world safe
for democracy. Likewise we were assured that arrvo-
gant nationalism would be curbed and an adequate
world organization would be created. It was maintain-
ed that the economic causes of war would be resolutely
attacked. Beonomic imperialism would be ended, col-
onialism diseouraged and tariff reductions brought
about on a wide scale.

“‘Let us see how far these laudable objectives have
been realized. In 1937 the world spent just 500 per
cent more for armaments than it spent in 1913, the la:t
pre-war year. Further, there has been a very notable
inerease of armament expenditures in 1938 over 1937.

“‘There is no evidence whatsoever that secret diplo-
maey has been ended or that secret treaties are no
longer made. It seems probable that the actnal diplo-
macy leading up to the Munich conference last Septem-
ber was thoroughly seecret. What the public got was
only the stageplay designed to dupe the French and
British populace and to deceive world opinion.

“Far from making the world safe for demoeracy,
the World War succeeded in putting democracy in
greater jeopardy than at any time since the collapse of
the revolutions of 1848.

“‘Thege are not pleasant reflections, but they repre-
sent the stark truth, and the quicker we recognize this
‘fact the better. Only by so doing can we take steps to
avert another world war. Above all, these faets re-
veal the absurdity of trying to promote peace and civ-
ilization by means of war.”” (New York World-
Telegram.)

So the poor world is confused; and no wonder.
As yet the people generally reject the testimony of
the Bible, the only reliable source of information,
which can tell them the meaning of present condi-
tions, so they continue to stumble on in darkness and
in distress. That we are living in a “time of trouble
such as never was since there was a nation” is fur-
ther attested by an article appearing in the New
York Times magazine, entitled, “Can We Conquer
War?” No definite answer is given to the question
in the article, but the writer does show that what is
happening in the world today is not a case of history
repeating itself, as is often claimed, hence that history
furnishés no clue to guide us in what to expect in the
near or distant future. We quote:
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" ‘““History has no answer to the question, not only
‘because the peace movement is so new, but because the
‘processes of history are no longer the same now as they
were in the pre-scientific era. Then life repeated itself
and the future was like the past. But now the world
is changing into new forms continually [melting],
more and more unlike wha had been. Therefore the
historian cannot forecast the answer to the question we
-are pursuing [Can we conquer war?].”’

So the distressed people of the world enter nine-
teen thirty-nine wondering what the weeks and the
months may bring forth in the way of further blood-
shed and suffering. The Bible alone tells us what
is to be the final outcome; namely, the establishment
of the Messianic Kingdom. But first must come the
complete dissolution, or “melting” of the present
order; and it is this that students of the prophetic
Word can now see taking place on every hand. But
to appreciate how fully the “melting” processes are
already under way we must keep in mind that it is
the “world,” or “earth,” that existed prior to the

end of the Gentile Times in 1914 that is being dis- .

solved. = Finally, of course, the forces that are hring-

ing about this dissolution will also go into “perdi- -

tion,” but at present it is chiefly the pre-war world
order that is disappearing.

And, as we have seen, wherever either the Com-
munist or Fascist powers spread, it spells doom for
that order of things that was once called civilization.
And no part of the earth today is free from the in-
fluences of one or another of these post-war forms of
government. For the moment Fascism seems to be
spreading itself the most rapidly; and as we enter the
new year we find the “unclean spirit’—propaganda
~—eminating from this source stirring up trouble in
a number of places. :

' Hitler is looking more particularly to the East, and
probably before the year is over will attempt to gain
a foothold in the Ukrane, with the hope that from
there he may be able to strike successfully at Russia,
At the same time his recently announced intention of
increasing Germany’s naval strength—-particularly in
submarines—is worrying Great Britain so that she
has hurriedly sent a commission to Germany to see
if these plans cannot be modified. Coincident with
" this Italy is making territorial demands which com-
plicates the situation still further. Concerning these
two itemns a writer in the New York Herald Tribune
‘says that the Fascist partners are seemingly working
to deliver blows at the London-Paris axis, with the
thought, possibly, of wringing further concessions
from Chamberlain when he visits Mussolini early in
January. '
.. Thus, no matter from what angle we view world
eonditions today, we see changes taking place which
are aptly symbolized by the term: “melt.” The hills
-are indeed melting like wax at the presence of the
Lord: and the trouble spots that appear from time
‘to time are much like the bubbling of melting wax.
Both Fascism and Communism are now being used
to affect these world changes, and sooner or later

The Dawn

these two mighty forces will doubtless come to grips,
and then will appear the final phase of the melting
process, when world-wide anarchy will bring the
people to the place where they will gladly welcome
the incoming Kingdom of the Messiah.

In the 46th Psalm—from which the caption at the
head of this article is taken—the earth is said to be
“removed,” and also to ‘“melt,” but in neither case
is the literal earth referred to, for in the 10th verse
we find that the literal earth still exists and that
God’s name is exalted in it. The text reads, “Be
still and know that I am God, I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Today the earth is filled with much “noise,” con-
sisting of the clashing and clanging of human threats
and claims. St. Peter, in fact said, that the present
symbolic heavens and earth were to pass away with
a great ‘“‘noise” But finally the time will come when
the warring factions of earth will be told that they
have made enough noise, that now they are to be
still and recognize the authority of the new Kingdom
in their midst. It is for this outcome that the people
of God are looking and praying ; meanwhile rejoicing
in the fact that while surrounded with trouble en
every hand vet the God of Jacob continues to he their
refuge and strength.

Because of the glorious vision of truth in which
the followers of the Master are privileged to rejoice,
they do “not fear, though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the
sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with the swelling there-
of. There is a river, the streams whereof make glad
the city of God, the holy of the tabernacle of the most
high. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be
moved. God will help her, and that right early. The
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved, He uttered
His voice, the earth melted. Come behold the works
of the Lord, what desolations He hath made in the
earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of
the earth, He breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear
in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire.. Be
still and know that T am God : T will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord
of hosts is ‘with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

Then, the 47th Psalm contihues on with-a further
description of the exercise of Kingdom power over
the nations. It tells us that the Lord is to’be a “great
King over all the earth. Also, that the Lord is gone
up with a “shout” and with the sound of a “trumpet.”
This, evidently, is descriptive of further details of
the manner in which Christ takes over the rulership
of the earth; and is perhaps what St. Paul had in
mind when he wrote that Christ would descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel,
and with the trump of God. (1 Thes. 4:16.) In the
last verse the Psalmist declares, “The princes of the
people [the ancient worthies] are gathered together
[from the tomb], even the people of the God of
Abraham: for the shields [protections] of the earth
belong unto God: He is greatly exalted.”
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2! tiply thy seed as the stars of the
g hg(zcny and as the sand which

'8 | seed shull possges the g'.\be of his

15 7 And the nngel of the LoRn
called unto Abzaham out of heaven
the sccond time,

16 And enid, By myself have I
sworn, saith the Loap, for because
thou hest done tliis thing, and hast
ot withheld thy son, thlne Onlj' son

17 That in blessi
thee, and in multipl ng 1 mll mul

is npon the sea shore; and thy

enemies

lB And in thy seed shall all the
nations of the enrth be blessod,  be-
cause thnu hast obc)ed my t'otce

Gen 22,1578 -_
8 Amd the acnphma, lbresu.v-mg b

that God would justify the heathen
through fuith, preached hefore the

unto Abraham, sayfng, In
ﬁosp(;hnll all nations e blessed
e W BN 73 71

P e T e,
2 And [ John saw_the holy ¢}
new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared ‘ns
*t bride adorned for her husband.
3 And 1 heanl a gront voice out
of heaven H\él chold, ‘the ta-
bernacle of God 73 with men, and

-"’\

he will dwell with them, and they
shall be bis people, and God him-
scif shall be with them, wud be
their God.

4 And God shall wipe away all

tears from their cyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the
fonm.vr things are passed away.

5 And he that sat upon the throne |
suirl, Behobd, I make all things new, |
\ {And he snid unto me, Write: for
'u;m “onls are true and faithful.
1 ls

o _.‘._,L......, me_J
Rev. 21:2 -

and believe not, I judge him not;..
the word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last
day.’’—John 12:47, 48.

THE Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 4:

" 17 inquires as to what will be the

“of our Lord Jesus Christ.

end of those, who, in this present
age, do not hear and obey the gospel
Peter

.«does not, in this passage, give us the

answer to his question, but in the

“words of our text the Master does,

declaring that those who do not now
believe His words are held over for
judgment until the ‘“last day,’’ and
that then they will be judged by His
words. That is, the divine word will
then be the basis of judgment, even
as it is at the present time.

Thus we see that in the future age
of judement, God’s Word, His com-
mandments, will continue to be the
means by which He will deal with
and control the people. And we

_shall see as we continue our study,

that just as the whole world of man-
kind was plunged into death, and
has been walking through the ¢‘val-
lev of the shadow of death’’ because
of disobedience to the divine word,
s0 in the age of judgment all will
be given a full and eomprehensive
owvortunity to obev the word, and
those who obey will live—everlast-
ingly.

In Acts 17:30, 31, we read: ‘“And
the times of this ignorance -God
winked at; but now commandeth all
men everywhere to repent: because

He hath apvointed a day, in the

which, He will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom He
hath ordained; whereof He hath
given assurance unto all men, in that
He hath raised Him from the dead.’’
Notice, in this passage, how the io-
norance of a former time is confrast-
ed with the call to repentance and

the future work of judgment. Jesus
will be the Judge in that future
judgment day, and because His
words, which, in John 12:48, 49, He
tells us are in reality the command-
ments of His Father, will be the
basis of judgment, we get the
thought that the judgment work will
involve the enlightenment of the
people with respect to what the di-
vine commandments really are, in
contrast to the ages of the past dur-
ing which ignorance of the divine
word has been well nigh universal.

Judgment—Trial

The judgment day mentioned in the
Bible is often erroneously thought of
as being merely a time during which

rewards would be distributed to the .

righteous, and punishments meted
out to sinners; the matter of who
were righteous and who were sinners
having been definitely determined in
advance. If this were true, the judg-
ment day would be ‘‘doom’s day’’
for nearly all of the human race.
But the Seriptures do not bear out
this thought. Rather, from the
standpoint of the Bible, the judg-
ment day of the future is seen to be
a day of enlightenment, and wupon
the basis of this enlightenment, a
time of trial to determine who will
and who will not be worthy of ever-
lasting life.

Those who, during this Gospel age,
hear the words of Christ in a suf-
ficiently comvorehensive manner to
believe on Him and undertake to
follow Him, are now on ftrial; but
such compose a very small percent-
ave of the human family. And even
this opportunity was not afforded: to
any who lived prior to the first ad-
vent of Christ. In Acts 4:12 we read
coneerning Christ, that ‘‘there is
none other name under heaven given
among - men, whereby we must be

re. an oul _—,—'w"‘ or & ¢ty
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The Judgment Day

‘“And if any man hear My words,

saved.”” This shows that the mil-
lions who died prior to the first ad-
vent of Christ, as well as the million=
who have died sinee without a true
knowledge of Him, are without a
hope of salvation except as we take
the view outlined in the Seriptures;

. namely, that the great future.day of

judgment has been set aside in tu#
divine plan as a time during which
all these are to be awakened from
the sleep of death, enlightened and
thereby given an opportumtv to be-

lieve, obey, and live.

Paul raises the question, ‘‘How
shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard?’’ (Rom. 10:
14.) And in 1 Tlmothy 2:3-6, he ex-
plaing that it 'is God’s will that all
shall be saved (awakened from the
sleep of death) and given a knowl-
edge of the truth concerning Jesus
and His redemptive work-—that the
great truth of God’s provision of
life as it centers in Christ Jesus is
to be ‘‘testified in ‘due time.’’ And
that ‘‘due time’’ for the vast ma-
jority is the world’s judgment day.

The Opening of the Books

The Revelator gives us a picture of
the future judgment work, saying,
““And 1 saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the
hooks were opened; and another book
was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written
in the books, aceording to  their
works. And the sea gave uv the
dead which were in it; and death and
hell delivered up the dead which were
in them: and they were judged évery
man aeccording to their works.”’—
Rev. 20:12) 13.

The “bookv.” referred to in the
passage just quoted are not, as some-
times mistakenly supposed the ree-
ords of the past lives of thosé to be




Judged. This is clearly shown in the
passage by the fact that the

“‘works’’ of the people are listed as
separate from the things written in
the books; that is, the judgment is
said to be based upon the things
written in the books, ‘‘according to
their works.’” The thought clearly
is that the ‘‘works’’ are squared up
with what is revealed in the books.
What then is symbolized by the
opening of the books?

. God is His own interpreter, and
in Isaiah 29:11-18 He gives us a def-
inite clue as to the symbolism of the
“‘books,”” and what is implied by
their opening. In this passage, we
are told of a ‘‘book that is sealed.”’
This book is given, first to one who
is learned, and then to one who is
unlearned, hut neither is able to
“‘read’’ it nor to reveal the mean-
ing of its contents. This inability
to understand the ‘‘book’’ is used
. to symbolize a lack of vision, or
- understanding on the part of the
. people.

This lack of understanding re-
- gults, the prophet shows, in a gen-
{eral turning of matters upside down.
‘But finally, the ‘‘book’’ is opened:
4¢In that day shall the deaf hear the
“words of the hook, and the eyes of
the blind shall see out of obsecurity,
and out of darkness.”” (Verse 18.)
i The period designated as‘‘that day’’
is elearly shown by the context fo
be the Kingdom period, or Judg-
“ment Day, during which the world
is on trial and those who then dem-
‘onstrate themselves as being the
: “‘meek of the earth’’ are rejoicing in
the Kingdom blessings. Verse 19
"says: ‘‘The meek also shall increase
: their joy in the Lord, and the poor
"among men shall rejoice in the Holy
- One of Israel.”’

In the beginning of Revelation 20,
. we are told of the binding of Satan;
.and it is towards the end of this
same chapter that the opening of the
books is deseribed. Through Isaiah,
the Lord gives us the same informa-
tion; assuring us that when the time
comes for the deaf to hear the words
of the book, it will also mean that
_“‘the terrible one [Satan] is brought
. to naught, and the scorner is eon-
sumed, and all that wateh for ini-
quity are cut off.”” (Verse 20.) The
time in the divine plan when this
-blessing eomes to the people is
clearly indicated in verses 22 and 23,
which read: ‘‘Therefore thus saith
the Lord, who redeemed Abraham,
concerning the house of Jacoh, Ja-
©ob, shall not now be ashamed,
_neither shall his face now wax pale.
" But when he seeth his children, the
work of Mine hands, in the midst

of him; they shall sanetify My name,
and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,
and shall fear the God of Israel.”’
This shows that when the books are
opened the resurrection will be tak-

‘ing place, hence Jacob will be back

from the grave, and also his children,

And then, in the next verse, the
last of the chapter, we are given a
further clue as to the effect of the
opening of the books. We quote:
““They also that erred in spirit shall
come to understanding, and they
that murmured shall learn doctrine.”’
Doctrine is teaching, and because to
nearly the whole world the teachings
of Christ—the ecommandments - of
God—have been a sealed book, they
have never had a real opportunity of
knowing the divine will and, upon
the basis of such knowledge, being
able to render obedience. Indeed,
because the time for the enlighten-
ment of all the people had not come
in Jesus’ day, He quoted the proph-
ecy of Isaiah to show why IHe so
often spoke in dark sayings so that
the people could not understand
Him— ‘He hath blinded their eyes,
and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor
understand with their heart, and be
converted, and I should heal them.”’
—John 12:40.

To Save the World

The foregoing passage would be
difficult, indeed, to understand should
we take the view that the opportun-
ity for salvation is limited to the
present life. But when we get the en-
larged vision of the divine plan as
it is revealed in the Bible, it appears
quite different.

Indeed, it is in this very dis-
course of Jesus that the words of
our text are found in which He ex-
plains that those who do not believe
because of inability to understand,
are held over until the ‘‘last day”’
to be judged. And the Master ex-
plains that His purpose in eoming
into the world was to bring salvation,
not condemnation; and this salvation
reaches the people as they are en-
lightened concerning the will and
purpose of God.

Just as Jesus purposely spoke in
parables so that only a few have
been able to understand—that is,
those who now have the ‘‘hearing
ear’’—so the prophet explains that
the Lord has caused a spirit of deep
sleep to come upon the professed
teachers of the people, and hath
closed their eyes. And it is because
of this, the prophet explains, that
the ‘“vision of all is become unto
you as the words of a book' that is
sealed.”’ (Isa. 29:10, 11.) The prin-
ciple expressed by the apostle when
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he raised the question, ‘‘How shall
they hear without a teacher?’’ shows

.that inasmuch as the prophets and

teachers are unable to understand
the ‘‘book,’’ the people in general
are therefore left in darkness. Hence
it is true, that ‘‘darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darknmess the
people.”’—Isa. 60:2,

In addition to the fact that as yet
no effort has been made on the part
of God to enlighten the world of .
mankind in general, there also has
been the blinding influences of Satan,
the god of ‘‘this present evil world,”’
of whom it is said that he ‘hath
blinded the minds of them which be-
lieve not, lest the light of the glor-
ious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto
them.”’ (2 Cor. 4:4.) But at the be-
ginning of the world’s Judgment
Day, Satan is to be bound that he
might deceive the nations no more;
hence, when the ‘‘books’’ are opened
there will be no counter influences
to hinder the general diffusion of

"knowledge that will then be sent

throughout the earth.. Of that time,
the prophet writes that God will
‘‘turn to the people a pure language,
ythat they may all call uvon the
name of the Lord to serve Him with
one - consent.”’—Zeph. 3:8, 9.

Judged By Christ’'s Words

Jesus says, in our text, that those
who do not believe on Him now will
be judged by His words in the ‘‘last
day.”’ It is clear, then, that it is
these words of the Master, which He
explains are the commands of His
Father, that are contained in the
‘‘hooks’’ which will be opened dur-
ing the Judgment Day. The open-
ing of the books is a beautiful sym-
bol of the revealing of the divine

. will to the people. It will be a per-

feet revelation of God’s will, un-
hampered in any way by the be-
wildering influences of false teach-
ings, and unconfused by the decen-
tive doectrines of the adversary, the
arch-deceiver of mankind.

Upon the basis of this revealed
knowledge of God and His will, the
people will be judged—aceording to
their works. Not their past works,
exeept as their past lives have been
contrary to the light they then pos-
sessed, but primarily according as
their works ‘‘shall be.”’(Rev. 22:12.})
And as the works of the individuals
are brought into harmony with the
revealed will of God, their names
shall. be placed in what is referred
to as the ‘““book of life.’”’ Not that
there will be a literal book, with lit-
eral names written in it, No, this
is but a symbol of the faect that
those who obey the laws of the new
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Kingdom will be put in the way of
life. L
Man, during his first judgment
day, back in Eden, disobeyed the
divine law, and death came as a re-
sult. The future jugment day is
for the purpose of giving all the
world an individual trial for life,
based upon a full understanding of
the divine will, even as Adam had a
clear understanding of the divine will
in the beginning; and the book of
life is a symbol of the blessing of
life that will come to all the obed-
ient ones of that time.

The Highway Made Plain

The return to life is described in
Isaiah 35:8 as an ‘‘highway,”’ that
is, a public roadway; and its des-
tination is ‘‘holiness,”” or perfection
—the condition that was lost by
Adam because of his disobedience
to the divine law. Of. that ‘‘high-
way’’ the prophet says that it will
be made so plain that the ‘‘wayfar-
ing men, though fools, shall not err
therein.”” Surely that has never
been true in the past, neither is it
true now. Today there are a mulfi-
tude of voices ealling from all di-
rections, purporting to point out the
way of salvation; hence, unless God
takes one specially in hand to help
bim, he is quite liable to become
hopelessly confused as to whieh is
the right way.

But conditions will be vastly
changed when the ‘‘books are open-
ed,”’ revealing eclearly the outline
of the ‘‘highway’’ which leads back
to life everlasting. Of that highway
the prophet writes, ‘‘No lion shall
be there.”’ Peter, speaking of the
present time, deseribes Satan as a
“iyoaring lion’’ who goes about seek-
ing whom he may devour. But at
the beginning of the judgment day,
as we have seen, Satan will be bound,
hence will not be permitted to put
un “‘detour’’ signs to lure the people
away from the ‘‘highway’’ that
leads to perfection and life.

But this does not mean universal
salvation. It is simply that all will
be given a fair opvortunity for sal-
vation—the salvation that was pur-
chased for them by the death of Je-
sus, who gave Himself a ransom for
“all. The opening of the books will
"he so complete during the Kingdom
period that anv disobedience to the
divine law will be wholly wilful
even as it was in the case of Adam.
Concerning the result of that future
disobedience the apostle says, ‘‘And
it shall .come to pass, that every
soul, which will not hear that proph-
et, shall be destroyed from among
the people,’’—Aets 3:23.

lanuary

Resurrection By Judgment

Jesus said, ‘‘Marvel not at this:
for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in their graves shall hear
His voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the
resurrcction of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of judgment.’’ (John 5:28,29;
Revised Version and Diaglott.) The
‘“zood’’ referred to in this passage,
and who eome forth to a resurrection
of life, are evidently, those who, hav-
ing been enlightened in this flife,
and having been faithful to the
licht, have passed their trial suc-
cessfully. During this present Gos-
pel age, this class would comprise,
primarily, the ¢‘little flock,”” who
will, in the Kingdom period, be reign-
ing with Christ. These, indeed, will
take part in the judging of the world
of mankind. ‘‘Do ye not know that
the saints shall judge the world?’’
enquires the apostle—1 Cor. 6:2.

Those who have done evil, on the
contrary (which, undoubtedly refers
to the vast majority of mankind in
all ages) are to come forth to a res-
urrection ‘‘of judgment.’’ This seems
like strange langnage until it is ex-
amined more ecarefully. For ex-
ample, the coming forth from the
grave is shown to be but preparatory
to the ‘‘resurrection.”” In this con-
nection, we are reminded that when
Jesus raised Lazarus from the sleep
of death, He called hint to ‘‘come
forth, and he that was dead came
forth.’”’ (John 11:43, 44.) But Laz-
arus was not, strictly speaking, res-
urrected, beeause he went back into
death again in later years. However,
those who are called forth from the
sleep of death during the world’s
judgment day, will be ealled forth
for judgment or trial, and if they
pass the trial sueceessfully it will
mean their complete raising up to
perfection—the full restoration of
that perfection that was lost be-
cause of the sin in Eden. And those
who attain to that perfection, and
who eontinue to obey the divine law,
will live forever.

Thus the evil ones will come forth
to a ‘‘resurreetion of judgment.’’
The Greek word here translated
‘¢ judement’’ eclearly includes the
thought of a trial, or a test, leading
up to and culminating in a sentence.
If the lives of these, when they are
brought forth from death and en-
lichtened by the opening of the
books, are made to conform to the
divine will, their resurreetion, or
raising un will be eomvlete, and their
names will be permitted forever to
remain in the ‘‘book of life.”” That

i

is, they will live forever upon the

restored earth. But if, when that
full opportunity comes to them, they

'disobey, they will be returned into

death—the ‘‘second death.’’

More Tolerable For Sodom

In order to assure us that the
blessings of the Judgment Day have
been provided for all those who have
not sinned against full light, Jesus
tells us that it will be ‘‘more toler-
able’’ for Sodom and Gomorrha in
the day of judgment than for the
Jews who have rejected Him at His
first advent. (Matt. 10:15.) Many
are the promises that point out the
blessings that are coming. to those
Jews who rejected the Lord. Paul
diseusses this point in the 11th ehap-
ter of Romans. There he refers to
them as unbelievers, and who were
cast off from the special privileges
of this Gospel age because of their
unbelief. Yet, explains Paul, ‘‘there
shall eome out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.’’ In faet, the apostle
explains that God hath concluded
all the Jews ‘‘in unbelief, that He
might have merey upon all.”’—Rom.
11:26-32.

From this it is clearly apparent
that it is to be very ‘‘tolerable,”’ or
favorable, for the Jews in that fu-
ture day of judgment; hence, when
Jesus declares that it will be even
more favorable for the Sodomites,
we are dounbly assured that the bless-
ings of that day will indeed be all-
comprehensive. The Prophet Ezek-
iel (ch, 16:55-63.) leaves no doubt
about the faet that the Sodomites as
well as the people of Israel are to
be brought back from the tomb;
and from Jesus’ words, we can see
that rich blessings await them if
they then conform their lives to His
words which will then be revealed
to them by the opening of the books.

Men Make God's Love Too Narrow

How mueh better and broader is
the divine plan for the blessing of
the people than the many miseon-
centions of that plan that have been
and still are advocated by man. Sa-
tan has ever sought to misrepresent
God’s plan in this connection, and
many are the false arguments he
sets forth through various channels
in an endeavor to show that there
will be no opportunity after death
for any to gain life. True. those who
wilfully disobey the light they now
have will suffer accordingly; and,
if their light is sufficient, and their
disobedience ' fully wilful, there will
be no further opportunity for them.
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‘But ‘we cannot be the Jjudges of who

is thus guilty and who is not.
There are many professed {eachers

‘of the people who set forth the

thought that unless one accepts

wholeheartedly the partieular inter-

pretation of the Seriptures whieh -

they set forth he is forever doomed.
But, the weakness of- this position is
«quickly seen when we think of the
many different ones making the same
‘claim, yet having divergent ideas of
‘what .constitutes the will of God.
‘Such conflicting elaims must  surely
leave the people in a state of be-
wilderment as to which is the right
way. No, God will not make the
etérnal salvation of any dependent
upon obedience. to the conflicting
‘teachings of men, no matter low
loudly they elaim that. their ideas
‘come direct from God.

_Just .as God made the understand-
ing .of HIS will very plain baeck .in
Eden, so-in the world’s future day of
tnaﬂ, it will be made equally clear.
.The knowledge. of His. glory. will
then fill the earth as the waters cover
the sea. (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14.) All
‘the blind- eves W111 then be opened,
“and all the deaf ears unstopped.
(Isa. 35:5.). Then He will turn to the
‘peon']e a pure language, or message.
‘(Zeph: 319.) The ‘‘river of water
of 1ife’” will be pure. (Rev. 22:1, 2)
Satan will be bound that he may de-
ceive the nations no more. (Rev. 20:

1, 2.) And, "upo‘I; the basis of the
elearly revealed -will of God, the
world will ‘be judged’ in 1'1ghteous-
ness.~—Aets: 17:3L.

' Harmony and Life Restored

Thus, when the grea plan of God

for human restoration to life shall -

have been eompleted; it will again
have been demonstrated that -only

through obedience to ‘the law - of

God ean peace, happiness, and life
be attdined and maintained. Then,
because the divine law will have
been fully restored among men, that
harmony that' is seen in the inani-
mate things of ‘God’s creation ‘will
also be manifested among His intel-
ligent ereatures here upon the earth.
No longer will it be said that ‘‘only
man is-vile,’’ becausé man will have
learned the terrible results of dis-
obedience to the divine law, and will
have joyfully returned to the path of
obedience.

Thus ‘man will. become a willing .
slave to the divine law; having been

brought into that eondition of har-
mony and life, not through coercion,
but by choice—a cholce that will be
based upén the true knowledge of
God, revealed by the love.and pa-
tience of the Creator throughout the
aces of the outworking of the divine
plan. And when we realize that this
glorious econsummation of the divine

" The Dawm

plan is to be realized through the
future work of judgment, which will
be based upon His revealed word of
truth ' to - the people, We can better
understand ‘the ‘significance of those
beautiful prophetic’ words of the
Psalmist:

‘0 sing unto the Lord a new song;

for He hath done marvellous things:
‘His right ‘hand, and His holy arm,

hath 'gotten Him the vietory. The
Lord hath made kmown His salva-
tion: His Trighteousness hath He
openly shewed in the sight of the
heathen. - He hath remembered His
merey and His truth toward the
house of Israel: all the ends of
the earth have seen the salvation of
our God. Make a joyful noise unte
the Lord, all the earth: make a loud
noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.
Sing unto the Lord with the harp;
with the harp, and the voice of a
psalm. With trumpets and sound of
cornet make a joyful noise hefore
the Lord, the King. Let the sea
roar, and thé fulness theréof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.

Let the. floods elap their hands; let

the hills be joyful together before
the Lord; for He cometh to judge
the earth: with-righteousness shall
He judge the world, and the people
with equity.”’—Psalm 98. -

'5 CENT VEST-POCKET BOOKLETS

i "THE vest-pocket size booklets are proving to be very

ZIONISM IN PROPHECY

“This hooklet was.prepared specially as a message

satisfactorv for general distribution; and their use has
resulted in a greatly increased cireulation of the truth.

These little booklets have been found to be very con-. :

¥enienit for use at public meetings. The fo]]owing are
how obtainable:

**God and Reason”—A bnef outline of God’s plan
as it relates to present world eondltlons, showing the
remarkable. fulfilment of prophecy since the expiration
of the Gentile Times in 1914. This little booklet has
been very effective in stimulating interest in the truth.
 ‘“Hope Beyond the Grave’’—A comprehensive trea-
fise of the entire subjeet of life, death and the here-
after. The 'soul, immortality, -hell, heaven, paradise,
spiritism, and related points, are discussed. So far as
we are aware, there is no other single piece of truth lit-
erature which deals with all these various phases of the
subject of hope bevond the grave.

" ““The Day of Jehovah’’—A reprint from The Divine
P]an of the Ages, chapter 15.

_“‘The Truth About Hell’’—A slightly condensed edi- .

_tlon of Brother Russell’s original hell booklet. This
zew edition is very attractive.
" *‘What Is Man?"'—A reprint from The Atonement

Between God and Man, chapter 12.

of comfort to the Jews, and has had a wide circulation

_among them, both in America and in Europe. It has

also proved to be very effective as a means of intro-

ducing the truth to Gentiles. Its review of the fulfil-

ment of Bible prophecies arouses interest and a desire

- for further information. Single copies are 20 cents;

$1 proeures 7 copies, postpaid; and in lots of fifty or
more they are 10 eents each, car’rying_ charges colleet.

KINGDOM CARDS

The distribution of Kingdom Cards still seems to be
the most effective method of arousing interest in the
truth message. A brother in the South reports an aver-
age of one literature request for every 12 Kingdom
Cards placed. These cards are adapted for either
mailing or house-to-house distribution.

Algo we have on hand a speéially prepared ‘‘Consola-
tion. Card’’ suited for giving to bereaved omes. It

. earries a loving message of hope and offers free, the

booklet, ‘‘Hope Beyond the Grave.’’

These cards are free and will be shipped in any quan-
tity desired. Address all orders to

The Dawn, 136 Fulton St, Brooklyn, N. Y;




Through Our Window
In 1939 |

[}_"';}‘ OME of us have been looking through our
g ) window. This window is a pure crystal, and
| E37A | through it we see many things—things per-

~ taining to the ways of men, the course of
time, and divers matters great and small. For our
crystal window is the wonderful window of divine
Truth.

Through our window, in this the year 1939, we
can see the palace chambers of the ages, and, in these
spacious halls, behold the aristocracy of the Facts
of Truth as they progress toward their respective
goals with stately grace. One is impressed with their
quiet, prevailing strength as they brush aside smmer-
stitions, specious dogmas and idle speculations. Their
penetrating eyes appear to look through time and
through the world’s affairs. They unlock many se-
crets and rise above conventionalities and shams. We
recognize them as the world’s true nobility.

Through our window, we can see that love is
still not dead to the world. Tt still shines here and
there. It is still proved by sacrifice and self-denial.
And, although we know that much that passes for
the real thing fails to stand the test, we know that
the triumph of true love is assured, and its glorious
banner, emblazoned with the light of verity and joy,
shall yet float over the world.

Through our window, too, we can see that there
is- still some faith—faith in the divine promises, faith
in the destiny of man. One power that attests this
fact is natural sunlicht, which finds its counterpart
in the faith of the Christian. A faithless, unbeliev-
ing world would be a world lost to every good im-
pulse.

Peering forth, we behold in true poise and mean-
ing, the form of nature as it preaches the maiestic
sermon of Reason and speaks of the eternal drama
of affairs governed by the law of Cause and Effect.
Moreover, we perceive that nature’s operations are
characterized by a marvelous simplicity notably lack-
ing in almost all human acheivment.

Through our window, we discern a specious phil-
osophy which teaches that the end justifies the
means. This philosophy now prevails in the world.
Also, there looms up an inconsiderate acouisitiveness
that surges with desolating force upon society. We
see the strength of a few brave, unselfish minds as
. thev endeavor to hurl back this poignant foe of true
civilization and real progress, pointing to the great
law of Reproduction in Kind and compensations

that whatsoever nations or individuals sow, they
must invariably reap, be it good or bad, and that no
one is ever justified in doing an ill deed, even though
the purpose and motive seemingly were to a good
end.

By means of our seeing powers and our wonder-
ful glass, we can observe that the political structure
of Europe, yes, and of the world, is so delicately
balanced, that at any time, some trivial occurence
may overthrow the present order. The recent crisis
in Europe helps us to realize how near the brink of
ruin the world is. How the world waited in sus-
pense! How it figuratively held its breath! Would
those mighty winds of Revelation blow or would they
not? They seemed on the very verge of sweeping
the world, but some great power held them back.
For what reason? The Bible answers that question—
“Till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.” When that sealing work is completed,
then the winds will be allowed to blow and will no
longer be held in restraint. :

Looking through our window, we can see the ap-
proach of a New Day, a New Era, A New World.
In the great denouement of the divine plan there ap-
pears to us the vision of Life riding in to win the
victory over Death, health and happiness coming in
to gain the mastery over tears and pain; Love ad-
vancing with potent strides to subdue those mon-
strous emotions of selfness and pride. Then, too,
there towers aloft the mighty form of Faith in human
destiny, faith in the possibilities of the race, confi-
dence in a great, supervising Intelligence that from
the beginning has known the end and that beats out
the golden finality of human affairs with the mighty
hammers of circumstances and events.

Still looking out, we see the one great Head of the
Church of God. Yes, we hear His voice saying,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Moreover in vision we see heaven opened, “and be-
hold a white horse; and He that sat upon Him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame
of fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He
had a name written, that no man knew, but He Him-
self. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in
blood : and His name is called The Word of God.”—
Rev. 19:11-13.
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And now we behold the Master as He trod Judea’s
hills so long ago. We can see Him heal the deaf,
the halt and the blind. We can see Him as He
exercises power over death and speaks to the tomb
and says, “Lazarus, come forth!” We can see Him
feed the multitude, walk upon the water, take a coin
from the mouth of a fish, and baffle the catch ques-
tions of the Pharisees and Scribes. We can see Him
as He says to the disciples, “Whosoever he be that
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My dis-
ciple,” and again, ‘‘Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all man-
ner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Re-
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re-
ward in heaven.” We can see Him as He went to
Calvary as the world’s great sacrifice. We can see
H1m as He arose from the dead, and we can smg,

“Up from the grave He arose

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes.

He arose from the dark domain,

And He lives forever with His saints to reign.”

And we can see Him as He ascended to heaven, and
as a cloud received Him from the disciples’ 51ght

Again, we behold Him at His second coming. We

know that He is here by the many evidences and the
disintegration of earth’s kingdoms. We can realize
that the waters [peoples] are rising and the moun-
tains [kingdoms] are ‘being shaken.. We can see
that the Harvest work is still going on, for some are
still being separated from systems of bondage. “We
know that the “sealing” of the saints in their fore-
heads still continues; and we can see that some are
cooperating with Him and doing His will in wit-
nessing for the truth,
Through our window, we can see a great change
taking place in human affairs. Before the World
War broke ot in the vear 1914, theré was not that
sense of insecurity which has been characteristic of
the times since then. Religious liberty was decidedly
more general.then than it is now and most of those
who had been thrifty and diligent during their life-
time felt reasonably sure of the means for their needs
in their declining years. - But today there is no secur-
1ty, and in many parts of the world religious freedom
isa thmg of the past. : .

. ‘Then, too, a cotisiderable part of the world is at
war. Before 1914, there was much talk of the per-
manence. of peace. Many persons believed -that an-
other great war between nations would be impossible.
Now, however, every one believes to the contray, for
every intelligent person knows that:a .war can be
precipitated over night. And so terrible is modern
warfare that none of the belligerents can possibly
hope to reap rewards of v1ctory—~1t means loss and
destruction. to all.. :

- The young people of today are to be pitied. Thelr
prospects are poor, indeed,because all' fields' of ‘pe-
cuniary endeavor are over-crowded.- It was not very

long ago that a good mechanic and tradesman could
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work almost anywhere, but today there are thousands
of the finest tradesmen and mechanics walking the
streets, And the population continues to increase
apace, and the profiteering system continues its ex-
ploitation of the poor, and from every point of view
the world is in a very precarious condition.

Through our window, then, we can see the need of
the divine Kingdom. We know that it is the one
and only hope for the poor, groaning creation. And
in the words of the Master we can pray, “Thy King-
dom come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in
heaven.” We can see the utter failure of all human
policies and aims to reestablish a fast disintegrating
society. The world is in serious difficulty and is
unable to extricate itself. We can see that God’s

" people are properly pictured as standing on a sea of

glass mingled with fire—that to them the transpiring
events are clear and transparent and therefore they
can see through them the ultimate disastrous conclus-
ion to this “present evil world.”

It is also evident to our mental perception that
God is dealing with His people, that He is gather-
ing together His scattered sheep. Jesus said, “My
sheep hear My voice and I know them, and they fol-
low Me. They know not the voice of strangers.”
(John 10:27, 5.) So today they clearly recognize the
Shepherd’s voice. . Ere long the last sheep will be
gathered into the fold, and then, as the Master said,
“Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one Shepherd.”
(John 10:16.) No doubt our Lord here referred to
the sheep of the Millennial age.

Then we can see the power of truth as it enables
us' to develop the beautiful fruitage of patience, faith
and love. By it, we are enabled to recognize and
acknowledge all those who are laying down their
lives for its sake and the brethren. Their hearts are
not disposed toward ’the perlshmg things of this
world, but their hope is “ds an anchor of ‘the soul,
both sure and steadfast, dnd which entereth into that
w1thm the vail.” (Heb 6:19.) They can say,

“I hear a voice you cannot hear,
Which says I must not stay;
I see a hand you cannot see
Which beckons me away.”

And to 'be sure, the world cannot hear the voice of
truth as it calls or see the invisible finger of truth as
it beckons certain ones to follow the divine principles
set forth in the Word of God and to be faithful
unto death.

A certain writer has said, “The pprovidence of God
over His sons is a very particular providence. All
their steps are ordered of the Lord (Psa. 37:23.)
and the very hairs of their head are all numbered.
(Luke 12:7.) His eyes are ever upon the righteous,
and His ears are open to their prayers. - (1 Pet. 3:
12.) Angels are ministering spirits sent forth to min-
ister to these heirs of salvation. (Heb. 1:14.) "All
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things are made to work together for these, who
love God and are called according to His purpose.
(Rom. 8:28.) And no good thing is withheld from
them. (Psa. 84:11.) How wonderful and particular
is His care; and they have the promise of it to the
end of their trial state. God is indeed a Father to
all who put their trust in Him; but there is a wide
difference between those who are His sons, and those
who remain aliens, and even enemies.”

It was our Father who gave us the window or
glass through which we are enabled to see so many
things in their true setting. Jesus was the greatest
of all exponents of truth, and He prayed, saying,
“Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word is
truth.” (John 17:17.) He also said, I thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast
revealed them unto babes.” (Luke 10:21.) We know
that various persons are looking through this great
and wonderful window today, and that their hearts
are cheered and blessed by the things which they
see.

We would rejoice if all could look through our
window, which is indeed the Lord’s window. But
all have not the seeing eye or the hearing ear for
the things of truth. We are glad, however, to know
that ere long the people of the world will be able to
see some of the things that we can see today. When
the New Age is ushered in, and love comes to reign
in the hearts of men. its glorious banner will be
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seen to float over all the world. When war is abol-
ished, they will rejoice in a peace that shall encom-
pass the earth. When life wins the victory over
death, they will sing the alleluia chorus in praise of
that God “from Whom all blessings flow.” And
when the divine Kingdom is fully established, they
will forget the long nightmare of sorrow and pain
in the universal jey then shared by all.

After seeing some of the things already described,
we were weary and we fell asleep. It was just a
natural sleep, for the body required rest. It seemed
but a brief span till we were awakened by the songs
of birds. We opened our eyes and arose, The
mountain’s brow was touched with rosy light. The
great sun was rising in a bar of gold. A new day
was here, a few more precious hours in which to
follow-the Master, to comfort the brethren, to hold
up the message of the divine Kingdom, to fight with
the sword of the spirit beneath the banner of the
cross, to rejoice in divine love and grace, and to lay
down life itself in the service of the truth.

Ah, yes, a new day with birds and flowers, with
peace, with responsibility and work, and with a vis-
ion of the Lord to chase away sorrow and gloom, and
to fill our hearts with inexpressible joy, had pre-
sented itself to our mental vision and we were keenly
alert to all its glorious implications; for it was a
reality, a never ending scene of harmonious accord
and resplendent glory.

~ If Thine Eye Be Single

“The light of the body is the eye: therefore when
thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of
light ; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is
full of darkness.”—Luke 11:34-36.

"V- N
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HERE has never been a time when the light
AR of knowledge on every subject was so prev-
(S8 alent and so eagerly sought as the present;
== and yet the strange paradox occurs that,
with respect to the mpst important truths, an accurate
knowledge of God, His character and plans, the
world is in dense ignorance. It is even as the Proph-
et foretold, “Behold, the darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people. (Isa. 60:2.)
For the explanation of this phenomenon we must go
to the Bible: and there we find that the condition
did not come about by chance, but is the deliberate
work of Satan, the great adversary of God. This
fact is clearly stated by St. Paul: “If our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.” (2 Cor. 4:3, 4.) For centuries the most mis-
leading doctrines have been labeled truth, and con-
versely truth has been labeled error. This has been
Satan’s way of blinding the minds of fallen man:
“He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode

not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
‘When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for
he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8:44.) “Woe
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”~—Isa. 5:20.

The nation of Israel was greatly favored ahove all
other nations in that God gave them His law, adapt-
ed for the instruction of fallen man. He gave them
also prophetic statements of His purpose to bless all
the families of the earth through Abraham’s seed,
Notwithstanding God’s dealings with them, the great
majority of them were unprepared to receive the
Lord Jesus and His message at His first advent.
As St. Paul says, ‘‘their minds were blinded,” their
table (of truth) had “become a snare” and because
of hardness of heart and pride they had missed the
very essence and purpose of the law, which was to
make them realize their inability to gain life under
the law covenant, and thus to prepare them the more
readily to receive the gift of imputed righteousness
through Jesus. Concerning which St. John says,
“In Him [Jesus] was life; and the life was the
light of men. And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not.”—2 Cor. 3:14;
Psa. 69:22; Rom. 11:9; John 1:4,5.
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-Darkness Dissipated by Jesus

. The darkness in which the whole race had been en-
veloped was less realized during the law dispensa-
tion. St. John, himself a Jew, indicates this, when
he says in 1 John 2:8: “The darkness is past, and the
true light now shineth.” For the church, the dark-
ness has been dissipated by the knowledge of the
abounding grace of God through Jesus. This ac-
¢ords with the words of St. Paul in 2 Corinthians
4:6: “For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.” Tt was God Himself who,
through the Logos, had commanded at the beginning
of the earth’s history, “Let there be light.” And it
is this same Eternal One who later sent “His only
begotten Son” into the world to be its mental and
moral light.” I am the light of the world,” said Je-
sus.- ‘‘He that followeth Me shall not walk in dark-
ness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12.)
In Jesus, then, as a man, was the perfect example
given; and that life was the light of men, revealing
complete faithfulness both in mental attitude, and con-
duct of what a perfect life should be. And how dif-
férent was that Paragon, from the failures of im-
perfect man! What humility was His! What lack
of over self-confidence! What glorifying of His
heavenly Father! What self-sacrificing love! What
trust in God! o ‘ ' ’

“Christ Glorified Not Himself”

In Him was life, and let us note carefully how per-
fect life manifested itself. Listen to His words:

“As I hear, T judge: and My judgment is just: be-
cause 1 seek not mine own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent Me.” (John 5:30.) “The
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s
which sent Me.”” (John 14:24.) “For I proceeded
forth and came from God; neither came I of My-
self, but He sent Me.” (John &:42.) '
i ‘Again with refererce to His miraculous works,
He said, “Believest thou not that I am in the Father,
and the Father in Me? the words that I speak unto
you-I speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwell-
eth. in Me, He doeth the works.” (John 14:10.)
‘What humility is here revealed in the One who
Hhad been used as God’s agent in the creation of all
things! “All things were made by Him; and without
Him was not anything made that was made.”—John
1:3. '
. Again, when one addressed Him as “Good Mas-
ter,”” before answering His inquirer’s question, He
first of all gives testimony to the fact that all ‘‘good-
ness” is of God: and that those qualities in Him
which prompted this one to speak of Him as “good,”
were but an illustration of the goodness of God, and
evidence of His Father’s power and spirit in Him.
‘As He again explained, “I do always those things
that please Him.” and “God giveth not the spirit by
imeasure unto Him [the Son].”..John 8:29; 3:34.

;"These‘illustrations of life present lessons of great
importance to us as followers of Jesus. What room
have we for self-confidence in either material or
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spiritual matters? - What power or goodness have we
except as we have been emptied of self and ‘are the
subjects of ‘God’s holy spirit and- Word. Jesus as-
cribed all wisdom, power and grace to His* Father
as the source as well as the great giver—to Him as
well as to all His creatures. This honoring of His
heavenly Father was characteristic of Jesus’ teach-
ings and this attitude is especially emphasized in St.
John’s Gospel, where we may note many ‘impressive
illustrations of this principle of ‘“‘greatness in humil-
ity.” This characteristic of strength through depend-
ence upon His Father was prophetically foretold.as
Jesus’ testimony—the course which enabled Him to
overcome in the supreme tests which the Father in
His infinite wisdom permitted: “I have set the Lord
[Jehovah] always before Me: because He is at My
right hand, 1 shall not be moved. "Let us likewise in
every experience in which we have any measure of
success, recognize also that it is due to God’s power
working in us. St. Paul testifies along this line, say-
ing: “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and
His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all:
yet-not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
(1 Cor. 15:10.) And again, ‘“Whereunto 1 also
labour, striving according' to His' working, "which
worketh in ‘me mightily.”—Col. 1:29.

In our text at the head of this article we have one
of our heart-searching messages expressed in figures
of speech. As Jesus was the light of the world,
so He said of His followers—they were also to be
the light of the world. And this responsibility to

let our light shine is repeatedly expressed by both

our Lord and His Apostles. Luke 11:33 emphasizes
this responsibility in the familiar words: “No man,
when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret
place, neither under a hushel, but on a candlestick.
that they which come in may see the light.”

Importance of a Single Eye o

Then, in the succeeding verses—34 to 36—Jesus
gives the essential internal conditions for one of His
representatives enlightened similarly to Himself, and
therefore, an efficient light-bearer. To be fully en-
lightened, one must have a single eye we are told.
[n examining the word “single” we find that it does
not today indicate the meaning of the original. In-
stead, it would hetter be translated “free from de-
fect, unspotted.” And that coincides with our own
observation. One with defective eyes is handicapped,
he cannot clearly discern natural light. Defective
spiritual vision is a similar handicap to clear dis-
cernment of truth. Neither is it enough that we be-
come acquainted with great truths. To really appre-
ciate these truths it is necessary that we digest and
act in harmony with them. many have learned some-
thing of the origin and power of sin, and have casu-
ally listened to words of divine wisdom, even as the
multitude listened to the gracious words -that were
spoken by Jesus. No. doubt, those .words have
had some effect-on many of the hearers. But our
Lord, in this three-verse sermon, tells of a class who
are “doers” and not “hearers” only; ‘‘when thine
eye be single, thy whole body also is full of light.”
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Some have progressed to a point where, with sin-
ful self clearly discerned, there has been awakened a
sincere . desire for freedom from sin. Such have re-
pented of sin, and some of these have gone on further
to learn of and to accept Jesus as their redeemer, as
the One who gave His life to be “the propitiation
for...the sins of the whole world.” Thus they
‘have progressed to justification from sin, and through
the increasing light they have become tentatively of
the household of faith.

To follow the light thus far has been the experi-
ence of many thousands during the Gospel age. But
to go no further is unsatisfactory to the justified
believer ‘and to the great Justifier. To the one who
has the “single eye” the righteousness imputed to
him through faith in Jesus is sooner or later recog-
nized to be but a beginning; and that those who
“hunger and thirst after righteousness” have other
steps to take in order that they may be “filled.”
In the possessor of the single eye there is then awak-
ened a longing for “that holiness without which none
shall see the Lord;” and, in accord with the Lord’s
Word, the light is still further increased and reveals
that the only way to attain personal and eternal hol-
iness—and not merely imputed righteousness-—— is to
follow the Lord in consecration even unto death. As
the Apostle says: “Present your bodies a living sacri-
fice...and be not conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
‘may ascertain that good, and acceptable, and per-
feet will of God.”—Rom. 12:1-3.

To the rational believer this invitation to come nigh
God for the present life and for eternity is most wel-
come. Their attitude is the same as St. Paul’'s: “But
what things were gain to me, those things I counted
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and 1 count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for Whom I have suffered the loss of
all things, and do count them but dung, that 1 may
win Christ.”—Phil. 3:7-8.

Progress in Enlightenment

From his original state—a child of wrath even as
others—the one with the single eye has now come
a long way. Enlightened as to his sinful state, Jesus
has now been made unto him “wisdom,” in giving
him the knowledge of God’s provision of a covering
of the believer’s sin through faith in Jesus. Further,
Jesus has been made unto him “justification,”
through repentance from sin and faith in His shed
blood. Now he follows on, for Jesus has become his
I.eader, Teacher, Head—his sanctification has begun,
which will mean his complete setting apart to God
and holiness, and his ultimate perfection in the. like-
ness of Jesus—“conformed to the image of His Son.”
——1 Cor. 1:30, 31; Rom. 8:28-30. ‘

Those who have come thus far are indeed a favored
few as compared with the world of mankind. And
vet, even for this few, there remain varied possibilities
as to their destiny. As St. Paul says of those to
whom he had delivered, and who bhad accepted, the
Gospel Message: “Through which you are being
saved, if you retain a cettain word I evangelized to
you.” (1 Cor. 15:2, Diaglott.) Tt is still possible for
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these favored ones who have given so much evidence .
of the single eye in their course thus far, to either
build into their character structure “gold, silver,
precious stones,” representing the principles of God
as revealed in His Word; or “wood, hay, stubble,”
representing incomplete and imperfect apprehensions
of God’s holiness, and hence a character which will
not stand in the tests to which all the saints must
be subjected.

Even after St. Paul’s confession (Phil. 3:7, 8.) to
which- we have referred, he says (Verses 12-14.),
“But I follow after, if that I may apprehend that
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

But let us turn again to our text (Luke 11:34.)
and note that our “whole body™ shall be “‘full of
light” if our eye be single. (Matt. 6:22.) This little
word “if”" indicates that something may hinder full,
complete enlightenment. Thy body shall be full of
light if—thine eye is sound. Ve know none would
intentionally permit his physical eyes to become defec-
tive, and so we ask what might injure our spiritual
sight and hinder our becoming ““full of light”? The
answer to our question is given in the next clause:
“but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of
darkness.”” The contrast then is between the de-
sirable non-defective, sound, clear eye, and the “evil”
eye; the latter causing the body to be “full of dark-
ness.”  \What, then, did the Lord mean in warning
us against the evil eye? This expression occurs but
a few times in the New Testament. It is found in
St. Matthew’s account of this parable (Matt. 6:22,
23.), and again in Mark 7:22, where the “evil eye”
is one of the evil things proceeding out from the
heart of imperfect, fallen man. It is also found in
the parable of “the penny,” recorded in Mattew 20:
1-15, - In that parable, it will be recalled, the King-
dom of Heaven is likened to a householder who, at
the beginning of the day, hired servants to work in
his vineyard, agreeing to pay each of them a penny
for his dav's labor. Later in the day he hired other
servants, agreeing to pay them “whatsoever is right”
for the shorter periods, At the close of the day the
householder instructed the steward to call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last
hired, who had. worked the shortest time. The rec-
ord says that ecach of the laborers received a penny,
and that when those first hired came, thev supposed
they would receive more than those who worked
a shorter time, and murmured against the house-
holder, saving “These last have wrought but one
hour, and thou hast made them equal unto s, which
have borne the burden and heat of the day.” While
there may be additional lessons to be learned from a
critical examination of this parable, there is onc out-
standing lesson which is related to our present
study. The householder:had paid full wages tn
all the laborers, even to the ones who did not work alt
day. It is recorded that the reason the laborers
employed at the eleventh hour had been idle thereto-
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fore was~—not that they did not wish to work, but—
that “no man hath hired” them. ' Incidentally we are
well able to understand this reply, for today there
are many who are idle through no fault of theirs,
and who likewise would reply if asked why they are
not at work—‘Because no man hath hired us.”

- However, the point of special interest at this time
is the reply of the householder (verses 13-15): “But
he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee
no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny ?
‘Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto
this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me
to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil,
because I am-good?” Here is a striking illustration
of an “evil eye.” The householder asks one of the
murmuring laborers, “Is thine eye evil, because I
am good?” Perhaps he would have us infer that
the laborers employed at the eleventh hour were in
equal need of a full day’s pay, and therefore, being
a “good,” generous employer, he gave them more
than they had earned, but not more than they had
need of. But if so, we see these murmurers did not
show that same benevolent spirit. They wished to
be paid more than their fellow laborers; they wished
an exaltation over those they considered their less
worthy co-workers ; they displayed a spirit of selfish-
ness and not the spirit of benevolence that rejoices in
the good fortune of another: they were not pleased
that others should receive the same reward as they.

The Parable of the Penny

What a lesson there is in this parable for every
follower of the Lord! The murmuring laborers had
worked all day in the vineyard and yet the Lord
implied that their disposition toward their co-workers
was indicative of an “evil eye”—a disposition that
hindered their seeing the benevolence of the “good”
householder and rejoicing in it. This caused them,
instead, to be preoccupied with their own reward,
and displeased, discontented, because it was not more.
than that of others.. Here we have the secret of
our text. The “evil eye” is here revealed as a selfish
disposition, the desire for self-exaltation rather than
“in honor preferring one another.” To what will such
a disposition lead? The Lord answers in Luke 11:34,
“But when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full
of darkness.” In other words, no real progress can
be made. in the light by anyone whose heart is sel-
fish, who cannot rejoice in the good fortune or the
opportunities of service accorded his fellows in the
narrow way. How important the Master’s admoni-
tion then in verse 35: “Take heed therefore that the
lizht which & in thee be [come] not darkness”—
evidently by loss of the single eye.

The single eye, then, we recognize to be the “pure
heart,”” or complete, all-embracing, unreserved con-
secration to God. Such a disposition as manifested
by our Lord and expresed in His words: “Lo I
come to do Thy will, O God; I delight to do Thy
will.” What glorious opportunities for growth in
grace belong to such!

“In verse 36, our Lord completes His impressive
lesson. In this verse He gives a test or method hy
which we may examine ourselves and know whether
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our bodies are full of light. This is a 'most important
feature of the lesson. How may we be sure that our
eye is single and that our bodies are full of light? Or
if our bodies are not full of light, if there is some
“part dark,” how may we discern that, seek for the
cause and apply the corrective?

Thy Whole Body Full of Light

Our Lord gives a simple illustration to answer
these important queries. He says (verse 36.): “If
thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no
part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when
the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.”
In other words, if thy whole body be full of light with
no part dark, you will be like a candlelight. When
we enter a room with a light in the center, we do
not find it necessary to say, “Well I must go over in
this or that corner so I can get the light; or on this,
or that, side of the light, in order to receive its il-
lumination.” No, a light shines on all sides; from
whatever way approached it still shines; it shines
out with equal brilliance on every side and in every
direction. And thus, our Lord says, we can test
ourselves to see whether our hody is full of light.
If it is, the light of God’s Spirit will shine out of our
life in every direction. There will not he some dark
side to our course in life and our character. Qur
brethren or others will not he able to say of us,
“Well, he is all right, except on that point, that side
of his character.” A searching thought is here pre-
sented by our Lord, namely, that it is possible for one
to have light—yes, even to show forth light in some
respects—but in some other respects to be “dark”
or the reverse of a light-giver. I.et us search our
own hearts, brethren: let us see to it that our appre-
clation and understanding of God’s Word is sucli
that from every standpoint we may be seen to be
holding forth the light. As St. Paul says, “That ye
may bhe blameless and harmless, the sons of Gad,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and per-
verse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the
world.”—Phil. 2:15.

Let us make sure that in our course in life, in our
home, our business, among the brethren, we show
forth the great principles of God’s character—love,
justice, righteousness, equity. Let us see that not

“only our doctrinal expressions are squared with the

Word of God in every detail, but that our course in
life is such as to honor Him and not hinder our ef-
fectiveness as bearers of His message. ILet us see
that all the rays of light are shining clearly from us
as His children: love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
humility, meekness, gentleness. et us cultivate that
humble spirit which recognizes that even onz un-
judged. “little” fault in ourself is vastly more imi-
portant to us—because it affects our destiny—than
many hundreds of faults in others.

May this simple illustration our dear Master has
given in this lesson abide with us and, when we ap-
proach a light and receive its welcome illumination
and assistance, let it remind us that the test of our
success and of His approval as one of His followers,
is that our body (our life, our character) shall be
“full of light,” as a candle——shedding forth the light
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on every side. “But ye are a chosen generation, 2
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who
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hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light"—1 Pet, 2:9.

' Contributed

~ Apparent Failures

1T THE beginning of a new year is a fitting
time for the Christian to examine himself
and to note the measure of progress he has
made in the narrow way—how successful he
has been in doing the Heavenly Father's will. Every
Christian should think of Christ as being a true ox-
ample of what it means to walk in the narrow way
yes, He should be our inspiration in all Christian
endeavor. There is much in the life of the Master
that stands out with considerable glamour; such, for
example, as His miracles. While Jesus promiscd
that His disciples should do greater works than these,
we know from the divine plan that this phase of His
ministry illustrated principally the miraculous works

»f His Kingdom when the church will he joint-heirs .

andd colaborers with Him.

There were other phases of the Master's life,
which, from the human viewpoint, would seem o in-
dicate that He failed; and it is some of these that we
wish to look at for the moment in the helief that they
miay lelp us to get a better, and perhaps more en-
couraging, viewpoint of our own experiences as we
strive to follow in His footsteps. Obviously, how-
‘ever, it is necessary to be careful how we talk about
failures; for there are some apparent failures that
are actually successes; even as there are some ap-
parent successes that turn out to be miserable failures.
Whether we succeed or fail in our efforts depends
entirely upon how God views the matter; and this
was true in the case of Jesus, our pattern.

It is necessary to see a great deal further than hu-
man wisdom permits in order to be able to accur-
ately judge of the failure or success of a Christian
Jife. As usually understood a man is a failure if he
starts out to reach a certain goal, and fails to reach
it. This is failure so far as human wisdom can de-
termine, but it ay be only apparent failure.. The
world is full of failures in this sense. The fact is
{hat for most people today life is a tremendous strug-
¢le: and in this struggle there is a successful one here
and there, but failure almost everywhere. Those
who have to be helped and assisted through life. who
have never gotten ahead and never will, may be
found everywhere—they may have tried their best
Lut they have failed.  If we add to these the numbers
who have failed in some one direction at least, the
total is greatly increased.  Somce succeed in business
l+1t Iail at home. Some are successful in youth, but
nfrerlife does not fulfil youth’s promise. TFailure in-
clades us all when we think of failure in snecial at-
temnts.

But in the Christian life evervthing should be view-
ed from the divine standpoint; and when we do this
we discover that those things which men have con-

sidered failures, turn out in reality to be glorious
successes.  So it was in the case of the Master. It
is therefore of interest to us as His followers to note
some of the apparent failures in Jesus’ life, and to
discover why they were not actually so, as this should
help to give us a touchstone, so to speak, by which
we can measure the success of our own endeavors to
do the Heavenly Father's will.

His Family Did Not Believe in Him

In John 7:5 we read, “For neither did His breth-
ren believe in Him.”  Yes, Jesus scemed to fail in
His own home. Some might be inclined to say ihat
a holy life ought to be an unfailing witness; that
goodness finds recognition in the long run, so if a
man lives in accordance therewith he will live
down opposition. But Jesus lived that kind of a life
among His brethren for thirty years, yet for the most
part they did not believe on Him. And this is an
amazing fact recorded in a book written to cause
others to believe on Him, for John says at the end
of his gospel, “These things are written that ye may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing ye may have life through His name.”

We could easily damage one’s reputation by saying
that his relatives do not believe in him; but the One
who was guiding in recording the facts concerning
Jesus’ life was not looking at matters from the hu-
man standpoint. - This apparent failure of Jesus at
home might seem to be a real failure; hut was it the
Master’s fault 7. Certainly not. . Actually it is a mis-
use of language to say that Jesus failed to make peo-
ple believe on Him.  Does the sunshine try to per-
suade you that it is warm and bright? If you are
vnable to see beauty in the swmimer sky. there is
nothing more to say about it. And, if most of the
brethren of Jesus could live so long under the same
roof with Him and not believe in Him, we know that
human weaknesses and the influence of Satan had
prevented them from seeing Jesus in His truc light.
Also, that’ it was not then due time for them to
helieve.

A beautiful character often fails to meet with rec-
ognition. The same thing is going on in many homes

‘today éven as it went on back there. There are pure

ani lovely Christian lives which are not appreciated
by those who live with them. Like our T.ord’s Lreth-
ren, some people have neither eves nor ears for the
heautiful things that are before them. Much has heen
said, and properly said, about the powerful influence
of a Christ life, but it is not true to say that it is an
influence that never fails. It fails often. Tt largely
failed in the home of Jesus.
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It is the privilege of all of us to try as best -we can
with the Lord’s help to lead a true Christian life.in

the home; but in many instances the whole home

seems in rebellion against the one who tries so hard.
Where this happens the follower of the Master feels
out of place. He is not believed. No one pays any
attention to him; no encouragement comes his way.
How often indeed it has been experienced that a
prophet has no honor in his own country nor among
his own kin. Surely, such experiences must tend
to make those who go through them feel as though
“they have measurably failed. But this may not be so.
‘Out of this apparent failure may arise a glorious
triumph of faith; so let us “consider Him who en-
‘dured such great contradiction of sinners against
Himself, lest we be wearied and faint in our minds.”
—Heh. 12:3,

So let us not be discouraged by the surroundings
in which divine providence has placed us, nor mourn
because the light we seek to let shine does not pierce
the darkness as we naturally desire that it should,
Neither Ezekiel nor Jeremiah was given any encour-
agement, Each was given a hard and thankless task;
and so great was the wickedness of the city to which
they preached that it is recorded that there was not
‘one that executed judgment or sought the truth.
‘Were their lives then a failure? No, not from God’s
standpoint.

It would be a serious thing for most earnest
witnesses to the truth if they were to be judged by
the outward success of their efforts. How thankfui
we are that God does not say, “Well done, good
and successful servant,” but “Well done, good and
faithful servant.” True service for God may have no
apparent outward results, yet will be honored bv
‘the great Judge who makes no mistakes. So, go on,
Leloved, continue to reflect the light which has been
given to you. By doing this as did Christ, you will
become more gentle and Christ-like every day. And,
il you should fail to influence the one over whom your
heart yearns, the great Burden-bearer understands
—“His own brethren did not believe in Him.”

Hindered By Unbelief

Matthew 13:58 reads: “And He did not many
mighty works there because of their unbelief.” Be-
Yief, wholehearted and sincere, is the condition upon
which salvation from the curse of death and reconcil-
iation - with God are available to fallen humanity.
“God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son,” but only to “whosoever believeth in
Him” will the benefits of this great gift of divine
love reach the sinner. It is this principle of co-
operation in connection with the receiving of the
blessings of divine grace that is illustrated. in Jesus’
inability to perform miracles where the element of
belief, of faith, was lacking, °

Yes, there were times when Jesus felt Himself
fettered and handicapped. He could not do the good
‘He longed to do. Here were sick people to be
healed, lepers to be cleansed, demoniacs to be cured,
but He stood in the midst of them, sympathetic but
helpless. He could do nothing; the conditions rend-

ered failure inevitable had He attempted it. We think
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of a miracle as a dramatic thing, as a startling dis-
play of power; and it is; but the greatest miracle of
restoring the dead world to life will not be performed
except upon the basis of belief on the part of each in-
dividual who receives that great gift of life in its ful-
ness; and it was this great lesson that was taught by
the fact that unbelief hindered Jesus in the perform-
ing of miracles of healing which otherwise would
have been possible. ' _

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible,”
Jesus said. It is as though He placed Himself in
man’s hands, utterly giving Himself to them, saying,
Make use of Me. If any man thirst, if any man be
hungry, if any be weary, let him come to Me for help.
If any be sick let him conre and be healed. The,
woman who touched the hem of His garment came
to Him in the right spirit. But Jesus might pass
a town and not a soul be the better for it. They tied
His hands, they stopped the fountain of His grace
by unbelief. He even had to turn out the unbeliev-
ing, sneering crowd before He healed Jairius’ daugh-
ter. The failure due to unbelief, however, was not in
Jesus, but in those He had to deal with—it was they
who were faulty.

What is unbelief? Is it open hostility? Not al-
ways. Many times it is fear, or simply lack of full
confidence; or perhaps a want of full acceptance, or
of preparedness. In some of these ways probably
all of us are guilty at times of a measure of unbelief.
If we are out of touch with Christ, our Advocate;
if in some way or other we have gotten out of step
in our walk with Him, He is hindered in helping us
except as we are able to put our full confidence in
Him. As we think over our experiences in the nar-
row way from this standpoint perhaps it will help
us to realize what has been the cause of some of our
failures,

It was a miracle of grace in us that we were made
members of His body; and only the continuance of
divine grace can keep us there. “All power in heaven
and in earth is given unto Me,” said the resurrected
Christ.” * We know of this, but do we fully believe
it? Do we always think of our Advocate as those
who know that He has all power? Surely any fail-
ures we experience in the narrow way must be due
to ourselves and not to the provisions of divine grace
that have been made for us through Christ. But here
again apparent failures, by divine grace, are trans-
formed into glorious successes; because it is through
our weakness that the Lord’s strength is made the
more manifest. We may stumble and fall, but if by
faith we are able to keep our eyes fixed upon Him,
victory will be ours, but the glory will be the Lord’s.

Many Left Him

Another apparent failure of the Master is revealed
in the words of John 6:66, 67: “From that time
many of His disciples went back, and walked no more
with Him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will
ye also go away?” Here again however, is merely
an apparent failure; for Jesus knew that in the di--
vine plan it was not to be expected that the multi-
tudes would actually become faithful disciples—that
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the time for the visitation of the world in general was
yet future. Nevertheless it must have been a great
test of His faith to see one after another of those
'who apparently loved and believed in Him, walking
no more with Him., They did not say they were
never going back to Him, but the next day, when
they heard that Jesus was going to another place,
instead of going after Him as they previously had
done, they found some reason for not going. A sort
of a cold indifference came over them. . Surely this
‘must have pained the loving heart of Jesus.

We notice that the point at which so many turned
back from following the Master is where His minis-
try began to reveal more and more of the aspect of
sacrifice. There is a point up to which following the
Lord is a pure delight, then it becomes increasingly
hard, because it calls for greater and greater sacri-
fices. Some start out in the narrow way full of
confidence and hope, but trials and disappointments
follow. The path of sacrifice reveals hardships, and
the ardor of the first love cools, and then dies al-
together. The experience of some who have come
into the truth is just like that. But was Jesus’ min-
istry a failure simply because all who were at first
attracted to Him did not prove to be faithful dis-
ciples? TIs the ministry of the truth today a failure
simply because many who at first say, “This is the
most wonderful thing I have ever heard,” do not
continue their interest when the aspect of sacrifice
appears? Nay! The great success of God’s plan,
and of those who colabor in it during this age, is the
finding and making ready of a little flock who are
willing to sacrifice all in the Master’s service. ~ There
were a few such in Jesus” day, and there are a few
such today.

“Take Heed Unto Thyself”

Out of this apparent failure of Jesus to keep all
those who at first believed on Him we may gain a
profitable lesson for ourselves. We might well ask
if we are continuing to follow Him as we ought, or
whether, on the other hand, we may be finding ex-
cuses to follow no more with Him. Probably those
who left the Master back there did not at first ac-
tually intend to leave Him. It was simply that they
did not show up for a time or two, and finally never
came back. Drift! It is so easy to drift. Relax a
little, admit the life of the world, and your spiritual
life is heading for shipwreck.

It is an awful thing to make shipwreck of our
spiritual lives. The writer to the Hebrews gives us
many warnings against shipwreck. (See Hebrews
2:1, margin.) If we do not watch very carefully
the drifting process will come about unseen. One
important thing as a safeguard against drifting is the
assembling of ourselves together—we must not for-
sake this., We know, of course, that there is nothing
that can take the place of.individual reliance upon
the Lord—we must work out our own salvation—
but there is necessary encouragement and help in
regularly meeting with those of like precious faith
wherever and whenever possible.

~Who can say what blessings we might miss
through our neglect of assembling ourselves togeth-
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er? We may not have reached the stage where we
gladly avail: ourselves of an excuse not to meet with
the brethren; but we need to constantly guard against
lukewarmness -along this line, Suppose we have been
passing through- difficult circumstances, and have
prayed for guidance and help in our trouble. God
bas heard 'our prayer, and yet we are not conscious
of having received any answer. Why? * The answer,
beloved, may have been waiting for us at the meet-
ing room, and we . were not there to get it. God

knows where we should have been, and He may have

sent the message there.

Have we thought of our meeting place simply as
a place where the class meets together? It is more
than that. It is a place where God meets His peo-
ple. This being true, would it be strange to sup-
pose that God in His wisdom sometimes selects that

_Place to answer our prayers? If we neglect His place

of meeting’ let us not complain of His failure to hear
our cry. Proof that God knows our address, and the
address of the meeting place is found in Acts 9:11.

Failed to Convert Jerusalem

Another of the apparent failures of the Master is
revealed in His words'as recorded in Mattllew 23:37.
We quote: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen. gathereth her chickens under
her wings, and ye would not. Behold your house is
left unto you desolate.” These words are a cry from
the heart of Jesus, revealing the severe agony which
He experienced in not being able to accomplish that
which He would like to have done. From childhood
that beautiful city had attracted Jesus. It was the
city of David. He longed to see it cleansed and puri-
fied. He had lingered near it at the peril of His
life, yet Christ felt that He had never won Jerusalem.

But all the failure lay at the door of man, never
at Christ’s door. An improper view of these seeming
failures of Christ when here on earth have led men
to strange conclusions. They have argued that men
are so desperately wicked that God has been proved
helpless to recover them. We are glad that by divine
favor we are able to say that this is not so. We re-
joice that through the divine plai we are able to see
this and other experiences of our Lord as merely
apparent failures. Yes, we have seen that God,
through Christ, has as yet made no attempt to convert
the world in general. The real work of the Lord
thus far has been to select from the teeming millions
of the world of mankind a “little flock” of followers -
of the Master in the way of sacrifice, with the view
of using them later when the time comes to deal with
the world in general.

The world is still in the power of the evil one.
Christ was the light that shined in darkness, but the
darkness comprehended it not. His family even did
not fully understand Him. He came to His own
and His own received Him not. His own town cast
Him out. His Father’s house preferred money mak-
ing. The city of David was filled with a crowd that
hailed Him ore dav as king and four days later cried
“crucify. Him.” Of His little band of friends, one
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denied- Him, another betrayed Him, and the rest
fled from Him. It was like that all through, right
from the beginning. There was no room for Him in
the inn. There was no place of His own in which
to lay His head. No burial place for that broken
body except a borrowed tomb. Humanly speaking,
if ever there was a wasted life. was it not the life of
Jesus when here amongst men?

But what a different conclusion is reached when
the whole matter is viewed from the divine stand-
point. God, who knows all things, was not taken by
surprise when the world treated Jesus as it did.
Everything worked out according to foreknowledge,
and from the divine standpoint the whole earthly life
of Jesus was a complete success. The resurrection
of Jesus is a proof of this. On the cross He said,
“Tt is fnished,” and the victim hecame the victor,
and through this victory His life is seen to be a glo-
rious success all through. Indeed, through the great
sacrifice which He made, the joys of salvation will
vet flow out to the whole world of mankind.

As He Was, So Are We

We, like Jesus, have consecrated to do the Heaven-
ly Fathet’'s will. If we should now look at matters
from the standpoint of the flesh it would be easy to
conclude that we had made a wrong decision. How-
ever, we must continue to view our lives in the
narrow way from the standpoint of faith. If we are
consecrated to God, our lives are in His hands, our
ways are entirely guided -by Him, then ultimate
sticcess is assured. If we would have things different
from what they are, then we are expressing our wills,

:not His will—we are saying. that in one point in our
lives our Father has misdirected us.

If we follow closely the Heavenly Father’s leading.
then we may be sure that whatever our lot may be
God has permitted it to fulfil some part of His plan
in us and through us. God has a purpose in each
life that is consecrated to Him and through which
He is working.  Abraham. had a call which marked
him out for a particular work. Joseph, by a seeming
tragedy, was carried off to Egypt, but he said after-
ward that it was God who sent Him there. Jesus
said, “To this end was I born, and for this cause
came I into the world.” Paul knew that he had been
called by a higher power, and that his life was ap-
pointed by divine wisdom and foreknowledge.

There is an object in our lives. God governs by a
plan ‘which is for eternity, and that plan includes
dealing with individuals. We cannot choose the part
He would have us play—that is His work. He has
a particular task appointed for each one of us. How
can we fulfil the part He has planned for us? First,
we must be ourselves, God has arrangements for
each of us, so we must not try to be somebody else.
When Tesus said, “Be not as the hypocrites,” He
meant in our language, Do not be an actor, do not
merely play a part. Many fail in their service by
aot heeding this principle. Let us not leave our own
job to take on the job of another.

Tet us humbly endeavor to fill the position which
is ours to His praise and glory, then our lives will
not he failures. They may. appear to he failures,
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but there.can be no real failures in the lives of faith-
ful followers of Christ, any more than there could: be
a real failure in Christ’s own life. He did the will of
His Father, and not His own will—that’s why His
life was a success. It will be the same with us, if the
doing of the will of God is the supreme goal of all
our endeavors. . The spirit of Christ was that of lov-
ing obedience to the Father. Let us fix our gaze on
Him and try to imitate Him.

The secret of every happy and successful Chris-
tian life is to do the will of God, having no desire
apart from that. The end of life is to do the will of
God, and this all must learn who obtain lasting life.
The end of life is not merely doing good to others,
but if we seck diligently to know the Father’s will
we will find that He wants us to do good unto all
men, and especially unto the household of faith. In-
deed, it 1s the will of God that we lay down our lives
doing good to others, even as Jesus did; but we
should ever keep God’s will hefore us as the incen-
tive for all our efforts—then there will be no failures
in our lives.

The doing of the will of God makes all lives equal-
ly great and equally small. Yes, the maximum
achievement of life is to do the will of God. No man
or woman can do more with their lives than this.
The doing of God's will may lead some Christians
out into the front of the battle, as it were, it may
mean for others that they remain in the quietness of
their homes, waiting upon the Lord. But no matter
how the will of God may work out in the details of
our lives, our happiness, our success, will depend
upon the measure to which we are able by His grace
to yield ourselves in full obedience to His will. Tt
may mean to work or to wait; to stand fast or to lie
still and helpless. To be monient by moment in the
will of God should be our ambition as Christians.
And, if the surrender of our wills is complete, He
will keep us, and guide us, and finally the victory
will be ours through our Lord Jesus Christ.

This will be success!
: —Contributed

THE DIVINE PLAN of the AGES

The Divine Plan of the Ages will ever remain the
standard present-truth text hook Though published
originally more than half a century ago. it is still up
to date, and vibrant with the living message of the
Messianic gospel. Whatever other literature may he
used to introduce the truth. whether tracts. or hook-
lets, those who become interested will ultimately
need The Divine Plan of the Ages in order to obtain
a clear, detailed knowledge of the divine purpose.

We have a new, standard edition of The Divine
Plan of the Ages, hound in blue cloth, stamped in
gold. These are priced at 50 cents the single copy,
postpaid ; in lots of ten, 30 cents each, postage extra.
Write for special colporteur prices.
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The Chastenings of the Lord

(The Epistle to the Hebrews Series)
‘‘Have ye forgotten the exhortation which . speaketh
unto you as unto children: My son, despise net thou
the chastenings of the Lord, nor faint when thou art
rebuiked of Him;; For whom 'the Lord loveth He chast-
eneth and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.’’
—Hebrews 12:5, 6.

@AM NE thing that stands out prominently in the

3

&".‘4 Epistle to the Hebrews is the fact that those
LR Y to whom it was addressed were having dif-

ficulty in reconciling a continued life of hard-
ship and suftering with that of being Christians. To
them, as Hebrews, Christ was the Messiah. For
centuries the Jewish nation had looked forward to
the coming of their Messiah in the belief that when
He did come a signal victory over and deliverance
from their enemies and persecuters would be accom-
plished through Him. These Hebrews had accepted
Jesus as the Messiah of promise; but their accep-
tance of Him had not brought deliverance from suf-
fering but an increase of it; for now they must suf-
fer persecution from their own brethren who had not
accepted Jesus as the Messiah. o

In our previous studies we have noted the apostle’s
painstaking care in pointing out to the Hebrews that
the Messianic purpose in this age is still in its pre-
paratory .stage; and that those who are privileged
to be associated with Jesus in His . suffering will
also, if faithful, share with Him in the glory of the
Messianic Kingdom. We have noted the explana-
tion of chapter two that suffering was ‘the path to
glory for Jesus, and that He became the Captain of
this great salvation by which many sons are similarly
led to glory. In the apostle’s lesson just preceding
the passage quoted above he admonishes the reader
to “consider Him who endured such great- contradic-
tion of sinners against Himself” lest they “be wearied
and faint” in their minds. And then he.asks the
question, ‘‘Have ye forgotten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as unto children?”

It seems clear from this, as from other portions
of the epistie, that these Hebrews were inclined to
forget (if they had ever clearly known) the purpose
of their heing sons of ‘God, and as such, followers
of the Master. It seems clear also, that the chasten-
ing referred to in this manner is not to He looked
upon as punishment for wrong doing, but as nec-

essary training—disciplinary in character--to pre- -

pare the sons of God for their future great work in
the Messianic Kingdom. While some of the trials
that come upon the followers of the Master may be
in the nature of stripes for sins committed, yet this
does not seem to be what the apostle is specially
"referring to in this instance. .

The fact that the.followers of Jesus are also sons
of God, and brought to glory by the path of suffering
even as He was, is clearly shown in chapter two
of the epistle, And now, in this 12th chapter, the
apostle 1s giving us more of the details as well as
some of the reasons why this is so. We are to

look unto Jesus, who suffered, leaving us an example.
We are to consider Him, in order that we may know
that our experiences arg not different nor more severe
than His. When going through trials incident to
our following the Lamb we are not to be wearied and
faint in our minds—for “have ye forgotten the ex-
hortation that speaketh unto you as unto children?”
reasons the apostle?

Clearly, from this, the apostle would have us look
upon our chastening as a part of the training exper-
iences that the Lord lovingly permits to come to us
in order that we may be propery prepared for joint-
heirship with Christ. - And this, indeed, when viewed
in the light of other Scriptures, is the purpose back
of a great deal of the sufferings of the Christ. As
we have noted in previous studies, neither the suf-
ferings of Jesus, nor the sufferings of His body
propitiate for sin. But. this suffering is valuable
in training The Christ to deal properly with sinners
whose sins are propitiated for through the death of
Christ. And this is in keeping with the lesson of
Hebrews twelve, namely, that the suffering involved
in the chastenings that come upon all the sons of
God, whom He loves, are disciplinary in character,
and intended to train them, or to perfect them. to
serve as the future priesthood of the world.

The Importance of Wisdom

The object of our chastenings is clearly shown
again in the Old Testament Scripture that the apostle
quotes in this connéction. It is found in Proverbs,
chapter 3. Nearly this'whole chaptér is telling us
about the importance of ‘wisdom—a wisdom that is
possible to attain Dby those who are the sons of
God. - “Trust the Lord: with all thine heart, and lean
not on thine own understanding,” the prophet urges.
“In all thy ways acknewledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths,” 'he .continues.  “Be not wise in
thine own eyes: fear the:Tord and depart from evil.”
And then, after explaining the advantages of ob-
serving and doing the Lord’s ways, the lesson con-
tinues: “My son despise: net the chastenings of the
Lord, neither be weary of His corrections ; for whom
the Lord loveth He corrécteth; even as a father the
son in whom he delighteth.”

We are not to suppose that Jesus ever sinned, or
did -anything that was  displeasing to His Father:
yet the apostle tells us that He was perfected, trained,
by the things which He suffered. It was this train-
ing that prepared Jesus for His priestly office, and
enabled Him to sympathetically “succor” all them
that come unto Him. He was always perfect as a
Son, but He needed training for the great work that
God had entrusted Him to do. It seems reasonable,
therefore that the expression in Proverbs 3:12—'‘the
Son in whom He [the Father] delighteth,” is a spec-
ial reference to Jesus, the One in whom the Heavenly
Father always delighted.

If this be the correct application of this text, then
it follows that the prophet, as well as the apostle
who quotes the passage in Hebrews twelve. is tell-
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ing us that just as the Heavenly Father trained by
the process of suffering that only begotten Son in
whom His soul specially delighted, even so e is
training us. And this makes just one more reason
why we should “consider Him who endured such
great contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest
ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” What a
glorious “fellowship” in the Master’s sufferings this
really is; and how very practical is the reason back
of the suffering.

The prophet continues, “Happy is the man that
findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understand-
ing. For the merchandise of it is better than the
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine
gold.” (Prov. 3:13, 14.) And what will be the
“merchandise” and the ‘“gain” with respect to the
wisdom acquired by Christ and His church through
the training processes of suffering? In Jesus’ case
the Prophet Isaiah answers directly: “He shall see
of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied: by
His knowledge shall My righteous servant justify
many ; for He shall bear their iniquity.”—Isa. 53:11.

As has been pointed out in these articles before,
in order for the sinner to be fully reconciled to God

more than the propitiation for sin is necessary. In

addition to having the penalty for sin cancelled
through the blood of Christ, he needs to be sympa-
thetically dealt with by one who through experience
understands his position. Jesus, by the things which
He suffered, was prepared to render this additional
service. During the Millennial age “justification”
will be largely upon a basis of works, and how vital
a part will the work of the sympathetic priesthood
then play in bringing about justification..

~ “For He shall bear their iniquity,” adds the proph-

et. He died for the sins of the whole world, and now,
through His knowledge, gained by suffering, He is
able to bear understandingly with their iniquities
whilst they atre making progress over the highway
to complete holiness. How wonderful indeed, there-
fore, is the merchandise of wisdom, as it becomes
the stock-in trade of Jesus, the beloved Son of God—
that Son in whom the soul of the Heavenly Father
delighteth.

The Church Also Priests

The church does not share in the ransom, but the
Scriptures emphatically show: that she shares in the
sufferings of Christ and is thus prepared to be a
colaborer with Him in the future Kingdom work of
dispensing blessings of health and life. She is bap-
tized for the dead.” She suffers with Him that she
may be glorified together with Him as the “many
sons” of Hebrews two. The whole creation groaneth
and travaileth in pain together until now waiting
for the manifestation of these sons of God; as shown
in Romans eight. Thus it becomes clear that the
“merchandise” of the wisdom gained by the church
through suffering, is also intended for the blessing
of the world by aiding sinners in their return to
full harmony with God. “But if we be without
chastisement,” the apostle ﬁntinues, “whereof all
are partakers, then are we hastards and not sons.”
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(Ch. 12 vs. 8.) This also indicates that the chasten-
ings of the Lord are not to be looked upon as pun-
ishments for sin. = True, there may be times when
the followers of the Matser need “stripes,” but the
suffering that is permitted to come to us to train
us as pupils 'in the school of Christ, are not to be
viewed as stripes but as experiences of training
which are preparing us to be merciful priests to-
gether with Jesus in administering the blessings
of the Messianic Kingdom.

Speaking then of our natural fathers who corrected
us, and to whom. we gave reverence because they
did, the apostle adds, “For they verily for a few days:
chastened us after their own pleasure; but He for
our profit, that we might be partakers of His hol-
iness.” (Vs. 10.) Here is the lesson—"for our profit,
that we might he partakers of His holiness.” How
could we expect to assist in leading the world of
mankind over the highway that leads to holiness
unless we first of all had bheen properly prepared for
the work, by ourselves heing partakers of God’s
holiness ?

The Peaceable Fruits of Righteousness

The apostle knew full well that the ministry ' of
suffering is not an easy one in which to share.  He
knew that the Hebrews were having difficulty in
reconciling it with their outlook of the Messianic
purpose; so he touches upon this aspect of it saying,
“Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous.” THow true! How very, very true! Oft-
times does the heart bleed, and the follower of the
Master, even as He, feels like crying, “If it be pos-
sible, let this cup pass from me.” But having enter-
ed the school of Christ, we press on, encotiraged
by the joy of graduation and the Kingdom work that
lie ahead. ‘

“But afterward,” the apostle adds, “it yields the
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby.” Ah ves, this is the “after-
ward of joy.”” The suffering yields something—
the peaceable fruits of righteousness—that righteous-
ness which is understood and appreciated by the wis-
dom from on high, which is “first pure, then peace-
able, gentle and easy to be entreated. full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality and without hy-
pocrisy.”—James 3:17. 1

And this is the wisdom that each member of the
Christ is gradually acquiring through suffering.
through the corrective and disciplinary experiences
that come to Him as a member of that company of
sons being led to- glory by the Captain of their sal-
vation who Himself reached glory by the same path-
way. What an asset such wisdom will be in deal-
ing with the world of mankind in the next age!

This wisdom is first pure! That is, it is unmixed
with wordlv wisdom which so often is selfish and
ungodly. This wisdom is pure because it is wholly
in harmony with God. Those who acquire it are
partakers of His holiness. Then it is peaceable. Tt
will promote peace between God and men, but only
upon the hasis of God’s holiness. Tt will offer no



January 1939

compromise, or short cut arrangements ‘to the world
whereby they can return to life and to favor with
God. And, as we are being prepared to administer
the laws of the Kingdom in the future, we will en-
deavor to so conduct ourselves now, Yes, we will
even now, walk “as the children of the light”—as
though we were living in the full hght O‘E that new
day.

" This wisdom, the merchandise of which is so prec-
ious, 1s, the apostle adds, “Gentle and easy to be en-
treated.” What a necessary quality this will be for the
priests of the next age. Indeed, it should be an out-
standing characteristic of the Lord’s people today.
But our attainments of today are but preparatory
for the work of the future. Do we find that the
trials through which we pass are tending to make
us more gentle? Are they teaching us patience to-
ward others, especially toward those who may have
wronged us, or who we suppose have wronged us?
Are we more gentle, and more easily entreated than
when we first entered the school of Christ? If so,
the chastenings .of the Lord are begmmng to yleld
the “peaceable {fruits of righteousness” in. our lives.

“Full of mercy and good fruits” also, is the wis-
dom which is from above—the wisdom: which we are
seeking to attain, and which the Lord is helping us
to attain through the disciplinary eéxperiences by
which He is training us for our future' position of
glory with the Master. Yes, just as Jesus was
prepared by suffering to be a merciful priest, so we
are learning the quality of mercy also. And how sig-
nificant that mercy should be coupled with good
fruits. How rich will be the fruitage of mercy when
upon the basis of mercy the world of mankind is
being dealt with by the merciful priesthood. that God
is now preparing. Indeed, how rich should be the
_ fruitage of mercy even now, as we deal with and
associate with each other in the church, and in our
contacts with the world.

“Without partiality, and without hypocrlsy It
will never do for the priests of the next age to show
partiality in dealing with the fallen race. And partial-
ity in our dealing with others even now works in-
justice to many. God is no respecter:of persons,
and if we are to be like God we too must learn to
deal with all impartially. It will not do for us to
judge others and say that this or that one is only
fit for the Great Company, etc. We must learn not
to be hypercritical. Our Yea should be Yea, and our
Nay, Nay. This, as well as all the other qualities
of true wisdom are important now and ‘will be even
more important in our dealing with the world of
mankind in the next age. Let us ever remember,
that it is for this future great work that we are now
being trained. Shall we not then take patlently the
chastenings of the Lord?

Viewed from this standpoint the lesqon of Hebrews
twelve pertaining to the chastenings of the Lord is
seen to form an integral part of the great fact set
forth by the apostle throughout the entire epistle.
namely, that the brethren of Tesus are to ‘be looked
upon not merely as those who are saved through
grace, hut as coworkers with Him in the 'divine pro-
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gram of making available salvation for the whole
world of mankind. They are to be sons in glory
with Him, trained for that position by suffering,
even as He was trained. Their hope of glory is
the hope of entering into the holiest of all; and it is
this hope that anchors their souls, both sure and
steadfast.

As partakers of this heavenly calling, they are to
count themselves -as- part of a priesthcod—a roy-
al priesthood—being trajned for the future adminis-
tration of divine blessings of life through the medium
of the new covenant. Their relationship to that cov-
enant is that of servants of it, not as children devel-
oped under it. They are the children, or seed, of the
Sarah feature of the original Abrahamic covenant,
and through them the blessings of the new covenant
will be dispensed. If we view the members of the
church as Sons of God, Joint-heirs with Christ, and
members of the royal priesthood, we will see their
true position in the Ep1st1e to the Hebrews

&iiiiii:&&iiii:&:&:{::’c:&iiiii:&iiiiii:‘:ii:’cii:Yci-

A SERVICE TO BRETHREN

We take this occasion, at the beginning of a new
vear, to reemphasize the fact that the opportunity of
sending in 3-months trial subseriptions to The Dawn
is still open. And there is no limit to the number of
names and addresses’ you'may send to us.

Perhaps you have thought many times that you would
sit down and make up a list of names and addresses
of Bible Students of your aequaintance, and forward
same to The DaWn, but have never actually done it;
but it is not too late, and the beginning of the year is
an excellent time to translate’ this and other good in-
tentions into action.

If you have en]oyed The Dawn yourself; if it in-
ereased your faith and Joy in the Lord and in His
truth, it should bring similar blessings to others who
at oﬂe time rejoiced in these things which we all love
go much. During the past year the ‘‘first love’’ of
many has been rekindled by the message of the pure
gospel brought to them: through the pages of The
Dawn. We thank thé Lord for this, and look to Him
for guidance and help that others of His people may
be similarly blessed during this new year; and the ex-
tent of this enlarging ‘ministry will depend upon the
cooperation of those already blessed through this
medinm. . e

Do not fear that you -may send in names which we
already have on the list, as all names received are care-
fully checked to avoid duplication.

This opnortunity is onen to our Canadian, British,
and Australian brethren as well as these in the United
States. .

The 3-months t:rlal subseriptions are free to those
sending them in, being paid for from a special fund
provided for fhe purpose. Send lists to
THE DAWN 36 Pulton Street BROOKLYN, N, Y.
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PETER SEES
CHRIST’S GLORY

January 15—Matthew 17:1-9, 14-18

1 And after six days Jesus taketh
Peter, James, and John his brother,
and bringeth them into an high
mountain apart,

2 And was transfigured before
them: and His face did shine as the
sun, and His raiment was white as
the light.

3 Aund, behold, there appeared unto
them Moses and Elias talking with
Him, ~

4 Then answered Peter, and said
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us
to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make
three tabernacles; one for Thee, and
one for Moses, and one for Elias.

5 While He yet spake, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them: and
behold a voice out of the ecloud,
which said, This is My beloved Son,
in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye
Him.

6 And when the disciples heard it,
they fell on their face, and were sore
afraid.

7 And Jesus eame and touched
them, and said, Arise, and be not
afraid. .

8 And when they had lifted up
their eyes, they saw nb man, save
Jesus only. .

9 And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus charged them,
saying, Tell the vision to no man,
until the Son of man be risen again
from the dead.
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14 And when they were come to
the multitude, there came to Him a
certain man, kneeling down to Him,
and saying,

15 Lord, have merey on my son:
for he is a lunatie, and sore vexed:
for oft times he falleth into the fire,
and oft into the water.

16 And I brought him to Thy dis-
ciples, and they could not cure him.

17 Then Jesus answered and said,
O faithless and perverse generation,
how long shall T be with you? how
long shall I suffer you? bring him
hither to Me. -

18 And Jesus rebuked the devil,
and he departed out of him: and
the child was eured from that very
hour.

GOLDEN TEXT: We beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only be-

gotten of the Father.—John 1:14.

CCORDING to St. Luke’s
RIS account, eight days previ-
Li fx ous to the events of our les-
son, our Lord had told His
disciples that some of them would
not taste of death till they had seen
the Kingdom of God (Luke 8:28.)
Whether they would see the King-
dom in actuality, or in a vision nf
the Kingdom, He did not explain.
No doubt, He left them in a state
of wonderment concerning the mat-
ter, and then, at the proper time,
He took them up into a mountain
and they had a wonderful vision.

Every part of the vision seemed
so real to the disciples that they
thought it was actual. At a later
time, the Apostle Paul said that he
had a vision so real that he could
not tell whether he was in the body
or out of it. That Moses and Elias
were not actually in the mountain,
however, we know bevond a doubt,
because Jesus Himself was the first
fruits of the resurrection—the first
to arise from the dead.—Rom. 8:
29; Col. 1:18.

Manifestly the vision on the
mount in some pictorial way rep-
resented the glory and power of
the divine kingdom. Thus Peter
afterward said, “We have not fol-
lowed cunningly devised fables,
when we made known unto you the
power and coming of obur Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eye-witness-
es of His majesty.”2 Pet. 1:16.

In this remarkable vision, the
mountain would picture the King-
dom itself. Jesus was the central
figure. Moses and Elijah were in-
troduced evidently because they
were typical characters; the former,
representing the Mosaic dispensa-
tion and natural Israel, and Elijah,
picturing the Church of the Gos-
pel age. That Elijah was a type
of the church there can be no doubt,
for the 1260 days that he was in
the wildernes correspond with the
1260 years of spiritual famine while
the church was in the wilderness
during the “dark ages.” Back in
the time of natural Israel, the per-
secutor of Elijah was Jezebel, while
the persecutor of the church of this
Gospel Age is also called Jezebel.
(Rev. 2:20.) As Elijah came out
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of the wilderness, so the church
emerged from a symbolic state of
wilderness at the time of the Refor-
mation in the sixteenth. century
Then Elijah’s victory over the
priests of Baal represented the ul-
timate victory of the church.

The entire vision, therefore, pic-
tures Jesus glorified, and with Him
in the kingdom the Elijah class,
the Gospel church, and also asso-
ciated with Him, the ancient
worthies portrayed by Moses. No
doubt, the purpose of the vision
was to convince the disciples that
Jestis was the promised Messiah,
that He was the mouthpiece of God,
and that they should listen to his
words; for a voice speaking from
a bright cloud said, “This is My
beloved Son,...hear ye Him.”
The remembrance of these things
afterward would be a great source
of help and encouragement to Pet-
er, James and John; for they were
to undergo many hardships and to
witness what would appear to them
to be a complete failure of their
cause when its great Leader was
put to death on Calvary.

Is it not the vision of the divine
kingdom that sustains God’s people
at the present time? The world is
full of darkness, uncertainty and
danger; but as we look into the
Word of truth and lay hold on the
great promises therein set forth.
we can rejoice in the assurance
that, in the near future, the king-
dom of righteousness will “sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the
waters [of truth] shall overflow
the hiding place.” The vision of
the two-fold kingdom—the heaven-
ly phase, and the earthly phase—
affords comfort under all the vi-
cissitudes of life.

QUESTIONS: ,

What propheey had Jesus made
concerning the kingdom either six
or eight days previous to the events
of our lesson?

How do we know that Moses and
Flijah were not nectually in the
mountain ?

What did Moses and Elijah, re-
spectively, represent ?

What lesson does the entire vis-
jon bring to us?
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PETER DENIES HIS LORD

Jan. 22—Luke 22:31-34, 54-62

31 And the Lord said, Simon, Si-
mon, behold, Satan hath desired to
have you, that he may sift you as
wheat :

32 But I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not: and when
thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren. :

33 And he said unto Him, Lord, I
am ready to go with Thee, both into
prison, and to death.

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter,
the cock shall not crow this day,
before that thou shalt thrice deny
that thou knowest Me.

54 Then took they Him, and led
Him, and brought Him into the high
priest’s house. And Peter followed
afar off.

556 And when they had kindled a
fire in the midst of the hall, and were
set down together, Peter sat down
amongst them.

56 But a certain maid beheld him
as he sat by the fire, and earnestly
looked upon him, and said, This man
was also with Him,

57 And he denied Him, saying,
Woman, I know Him not. - '

58 And after a little while an-
other saw him, and said, Thou art
also of them. And Peter said, Man,
I am not.

59 And about the space of ome
hour after, another confidently af-
firmed, saying, Of a truth this fel-
low also was with Him: for he is a
Galilean.

60 And Peter said, Man, I know
not what thou sayest. And immed-
iately, while he yet spake, the eock
crew. ‘

61 And the Lord turned, and look-
sd upon Peter. And Peter remem:
sered the word of the Lord, how He
1ad said unto him, Before the cock
srow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

62 And Peter went out, and wept
ritterly. ’

GOLDEN TEXT: Let bhim- that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall—1 Cor, 10:12.

[ sl N THE evening of the last
@}"},[ supper, the disciples had a
:':i: discussion among  them-
' selves as to who should be
the greatest in the kingdom. From
the nature of the narrative, it would
seem that this originated with Pe-
ter, since a portion of the answer
was addressed especially to him.
Peter, being one of the most active
and zealous of the disciples, evi-
dently was a kind of leader among
them. But the Lord realized how
dangerous even a little preferment
and ‘prominence might become if
not accepted in a right way, with
proper humility. Hence a warning
was given to the disciples, pointing
out that self-exaltation was not for
the people of God. Indeed, Jesus
Himself gave a striking example of
a spirit of humble service in the
washing of the disciples’ feet.
Our Lord said that the kings of
the world exercise dominion over

. the people, but that it must not be

so with His followers, “In honor
preferring one another,” should be
the rule for the Christian. “Who-
soever will be great among you,
let him be your minister ; and who-
soever. will be chief among you, let
him be your servant: even as the
Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and
to give His life a ransom for
many.”—Matt. 20:26-28.

While the disciples were discuss-
ing the matter of superiority, little
did they guess the trials that await-
ed them. But Jesus knew what
was coming, and He said to Peter,
“Simon,. Simon, Satan hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat; but I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not.” Peter
unconscious of his weakness, said,
“Lord, T am ready to go with Thee,
both into prison, and to death.”
And no doubt, at the time he said
these words he thought he would
be loyal and faithful. But he had
many, things to learn, both about
himself "and about the causee for
which he stood. Very soon he was
to deny his Lord, just as Jesus
said he, would. But doubtless,
subsequently he never forgot that
experience, and from a place of ap-
parent failure, he eventually rose
to stiblime heights of faith, loyalty
and. trust, under the illumination
and inspiration of the holy spirit of
the truth.
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From Tower Reprints, P. 1988,
we take the following: “The pres-
ent Gospel age is the appointed time
for this cross-bearing, when all the
true members of the body must ‘fill
up that which is behind of the suf-
ferings. of Christ;” for the body, as
was also the Head, must be sub-
jected to the discipline of suffering
and thereby proved worthy to reign
with Him. It is important, there-
fore, that we realize this; for if
we turn aside from the path of
humiliation and daily cross-bearing,
and strive for present exaltations
and preferment, we are forgetting
the very conditions upon which the
future exaltation depends, and seek-
ing instead the mean rewards of
the present.” ,

It is easy to censure Peter for
his deflection, but it devolves upon
each one of us to look at himself
and see if his own standing for
the truth is a strong and uncompro-
mising one. Jesus said, “Whoso-
ever therefore shall confess Me be-
fore men, him will I confess also
before My Father which is in heav-
en.,” (Matt. 10:32.) The Christian
life calls for stamina and courage,
There .can be no weaklings in the
army that God will lead to final
victory. These soldiers must be
like the warriors of Gideon—de-
voted to one great cause, animated
by a conquering zeal, and filled with
faith in the great Captain of their
salvation. We can be assured that
no one will “be carried to the skies
on flowery beds of ease” There
is no such entrance to the heavenly
kingdom. So then let us say,
“Sure I must fight if I would win,
Increase my courage, Lord. :
I'll bear the cross, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy Word.”

QUESTIONS:

What led to our Lord’s predietion
regarding Peter’s denial of Him?

What examples did Jesus give of
true humility ?

What is the practical value of
humility in the Christian life?

In what ways does self-exalta-
ation manifest itself? How can it
best be avoided?

Is Christ being denied by profes-
sing Christians today? If so, how?

Quote, Scripture texts showing the
value of loyalty and faith.




PETER DECLARES
HIS LOVE

Jan. 29—John 21:11-19

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew
the net to land full of great fishes,
an hundred and fifty and three: and
for all there were so many, yet was
not the net broken.

12 Jesus saith unto them, Come
and dine. And none of the diseiples
durst ask Him, who art Thou?
knowing that it was the Lord.

13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh
bread, and giveth them, the fish like-
wise.

14 This is now the third time that
Jesus shewed Himself to His dis-
ciples, after that He was raised from
the dead.

15 So when they had dined, Jesus
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou Me more than
these? He saith unto Him, Yea,
Lord; thou knowest that I love Thee.
He saith unto him, Feed My lambs.

16 He saith to him again the sec-
ond time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou Me? He saith unto Him, Yea,
Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee.
He saith unto him, Feed My sheep.

17 He saith unto him the third
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thon Me? Peter was grieved hecause
He said unto him the third fime,
Lovest thou Me? And he said unto
Him, Lord, thou knowest all things;
thou knowest that I love Thee. Je-
sus saith unto him, Feed My sheep.

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee,"

‘When thou wast young, thou girdest
thyself, and walkest whither thou
wouldest: but when thou shalt be
old, thou shalt stretch forth thy
hands, and another shall gird thee,
and carry thee whither thou would-
est not.

19 This spake He, signifying by
what death he should glorify God.

And when He had spoken this, He
saith unto him, Follow Me,

GOLDEN TEXT: If ye love Me,
keep My commandments—John 14:15.

ESUS was risen from the
dead, and the disciples
&%y | were aware of the fact; for
He had manifested Him-
self on several occasions. Yet
each meeting with the Lord was a
brief one, so those from Galilee
who had followed Him decided to
return home, and the fishermen
-once more resumed their former
occupation of fishing in the lake of
Gennesaret. This, indeed, is little
to be wondered at; for these men
had not yet received their new com-
mission, nor, in fact, were they as
yet pr epared for it.

So seven of the disciples went
back to the nets and the beats, the
one business with which they had
had experience. The fishing was
miostly done at night. This was the
opportunity which the Master seiz-
ed upon in order to impress upon
the disciples some further truth re-
garding the plans and’ purposes of
God. ZEarly mn the morning He ap-
peared to them. Standing upon the
shore, He called out to t %em to in-
quire if they had any fish. They
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.replied that they had toiled all

night and caught nothing. He told
them to cast their net on the other
side of the boat, and lo, it became
filled with fish of a large size. Then
the disciples knew that this was the
Lord.

When Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Lovest thou Me?” the word used
in the Greek was “agapee.” This
was used in the first two inquiries,
This signifies love in its highest,
purest form. It is the kind of love
expressed in John 3:16—“God so
loved the world.” In the third
inquiry, however, our Lord used
the word “phileo,” which carries
the thought and meaning of person-
al attachment, the kind of love that
relatives and friends have for each
other. It is the latter word that
Peter used in his answers, thus de-
claring his close personal affection
for the Lord. Having been hum-
bled by recent experiences, he did
not” claim to possess the highest
form of love as perhaps he might
once have done. He had, indeed,
learned his lesson about boasting,
and, doubtless, now feared his
own weakness. When Jesus in-
quired the third time and used the
term “phileo,” it was equivalent to
saying, “Are you sure that you have
even common personal affection or

The Dawn

duty-love, Peter ?” © And this ques-
tion caused Peter to feel aggrieved.

It is noteworthy that, apart from
the three questions concerning His
love, Jesus did not administer to
Peter any rebuke for his deflection.
Without doubt He knew that Peter
had learned his lesson, and that
was all that was required. There is
a valuable lesson in this for us.
Some persons in Jesus’ place would
have required of Peter an abject
apology for his disloyalty in deny-
ing him. But all that the Master
was concerned with was the PRES-
ENT condition of the heart of the
disciple, not the PAST condition.
We should not be so concerned
about meeting out punishments as
about recovering the erring one
from a wrong course of action. It
is not for us to recompense evil for
evil. Of Jesus it is said, “Who,
when He was reviled, reviled not
again; when He suffered, He
threatened mnot; but committed
Himself unto Him that judgeth
righteously.” (1 Pet. 2:23.) And
that is the proper course for all
His followers to pursue.

Jesus tells Peter to feed His
lambs and His sheep and thus to
manifest his love for Him. And,
no doubt, this injunction is ap-
plicable to all those who profess to
serve the interests of the truth to-
day. We still find the lambs and
the sheep, the immature brethren,
“babes in Christ,”” and the ones

more advanced in the faith, All

need to be fed on the spiritual
food provided by God, and those
who are impelled by true love will
be found rendering assistance of
the right kind to those who need .
it. There may still be some in
Bahylon who are starving for the
sustaining meat of the Word. Tt
is, indeed, a blessed privilege to
carry to these the light and joy of
the glorious message of the divine
kindgom.

QUESTIONS:

What ecaused the discivles to yro
hack to their fishing business?

What was the full significance of
the questions that Jesus addressed
to Simon Peter?

Did Jesus rebuke Peter for his
former aect of disloyalty? How
should we act under snm]ar eireum-
stances?

What should be our chief con-
cern when a brother or sister errs?
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PETER PREACHES
AT PENTECOST

Tebruary 5—Acts 2:12-18, 36-41

12 And they were all amazed, and
were in doub+, sayuig onc to anothor,
What meaneth this?

13 Others mocking said,

These
men are full of new wine. ‘

14 But Peter, standing up with
the eleven, lifted up his voice, and
said unto them, Ye men of Judea,
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem,
be this known unto you, and hearken
to my words: .

15 For these are not drunken, as
ye supvose, seeing it is but the thlrd
hour of the day.

16 But this is that which
spoken by the prophet Joel;

was

17 And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, I will pour
out My spirit upon all flesh: and
yvour sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and vour old men shall
dream dreams:

18 And on My servants and on My
handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of My spirit; and they shall
prophesy.

36 Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath
made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they
were pricked to the heart, and said
unto Peter and to the rest of the
avostles, Men and hrethren what
shall we do?

' 38 Then Peter said unto them,
Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ve
shall receive the gift of fhe holy
spirit.

39 For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, ecven as many as the
Lord our God =hall eall.

40 And with many other words did
he festify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from thix untoward gen-
eration.

41 Then they that eladly received
1is word were baptized; and {he
same day were added unto them
thout three thousand souls.

GOLDEN TEXT: Not by might,
nor by power, but by My spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts.—Zech. 4:6,

the apostles were together |
in one place. This day of!
" Pentecost, as a jubilee day,

followed a cycle of seven times sev--

en ddys from the time of the'in-
gathering of the sheaf of the first-
fruits, which was used as a “wave-
offermg before the Lord, and

which evidently typified Jesus in, ;
" Paul 'said they would, but the;

His resurrection.

" The outpouring of the holy spirit
at Pentecost signified the divine ac-
ceptance of the offering for: sin,
which Jesus, by this time, had pre-
sented to the Father. It also meant
that ‘God’s people henceforth were
to be hegotten to a new nature, and
that the Adamic condemnation’ up-
on them as members of the fallen
human - family was cancelled, and
that they were to be accepted as
sons ‘'of God and joint-heirs with
Christ on condition of their willing-
ness to suffer with Him,

The holy spirit of God had pre
vxously been manifested in various
ways At the time of creation,

‘the spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters,” bringing order
out of chaos. Then as the Apostle
Peter said, “Holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the
holy spirit.” (2 Pet. 1:21.) He
also’ states that the things they
spoke and wrote they did not un-
derstand, because their writings
and preachmg were mainly for us
of the Gospel age. Therefore, the
outpouring of the spirit at Pente-
cost ‘marked the beginning of "a
new dispensation—the dispensa-
tion during which the church' of
Christ ‘'was to be developed. o

. It . was appropriate that there
should be an outward manifestation
at this time. It was very import-
ant that the church should have a
solid foundation of faith and knowl-
edge, upon which to build. | The
apostles must be assured that the
cause , for which they had been
standigg was of God, and that God
intended to stand by and  support
that cause.. They had- to realize
that instead of their work being
ended, it was only beginning, and
that: it was to go-on until the divine

purpose should be accomplished in

the church as a body and.in every
mdlvxdual member thereof.

"THe rtushing wind at Pentecost
fittingly symbolized the holy spir-

N THE day of Pentecost, Jt which is mlghty yet invisible.
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{ The “cloven tongues like as of fire”
would signify that God was to use
“the tongues of men in promulgating
the Gospel message. Here the fire,
ot light would suggest the bright-
ness of the truth., To be sure, mir-
acles were used at the beginning of‘
the 'age, but subsequently these’
passed away, just as the Apostle,

preaching of the Word has contin-;
ued and is the means by which the
Lord has been calling out from the
world the members of His church. |

At Pentecost, Peter deliverad a
powerful discourse, and it is likely:
that the other apostles took some
partin:the service, for the number
of coniverts was about three thous-
and. Strangers said, “We do hear
them speak mn our tongues the won-
derful 'works of God.” These won-'
derful works related to our Lord’s
death and resurrection and to the
features of the great divine plan of
the ages. Although the apostle ac-
cused the people of the death of
Jesus, he said, “I wot that in ig-
norance ye did it, as did also your
rulers,” Here, indeed, was .thé
kind of expression that would make
a strong appeal to the hearers, and
which is a good lesson for us today,
showing, as it does, that the most
effective method of preaching the
gospel is the most loving one, yet
the one that employs great plaing
ness:of speech in setting forth the
facts and the principles of the truth,
and that leaves no doubt as to oug
meaning. .

As the Jewish age had its har-
vest time, even so the Gospel dge
ends with another ingathering of
God’s people; and soon this work
will be comnleted and the diviné
Kgngdom will then be established.

QUESTIONS

What did the day of Pentecost
mean to the Jews?

In ‘what ways had the sph'it'-r of
God previously manifested itself?

Explain the significance of ~the
rushing wind, and the ‘‘cloven
tongues like as of fire.”’ '

How does the holy spirit manifest
itself today?

 'What should be the character Qf
bur preaching at the present time?:
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PETER HEALS
A LAME MAN

February 12-—Acts 3:1-10: 4:8-12

1 Now Peter and John went up
together into the temple at the: hour
of prayer, being the ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame .from
his mother’s womb was ecarried,
whom they laid daily at the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful,
to ask alms of them that entered in-
to the temple;

3 Who seeing Peter
about to go into the temple asked
an alms.

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes
upon him with Jobn, said, Look on
us.

5 And he gave heed unto them,
expecting to receive something of
them.

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold
have I none; but sueh as I have give
I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right
hand, and lifted bhim up: and im-
mediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength.

8 And he leaping up stood, and
walked, and entered with them into
the temple, walking and leaping, and
praising God. ‘

9 And all the people saw  him
walking and praising God:

10 And they knew that it was he
which sat for alms at the Beautiful
gate of the temple: and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at
that which had happened unto-him.

Aects 4:8 Then Peter, filled with
the holy spirit, said unto them, Ye
rulers of the people, and elders of
Israel, .

9 If we this day be examined of
the good deed done to the impotent
man, hy what means he is made
whole;

10 Be it known unto you all, and
"to all the peonle of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazar-
eth, whom ye ecrucified, whom God
raised from the dead, even by Him
doth this man stand here before you
whole.

11 This is the stone whieh was
set at naught of you builders, which
is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in
any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.

GOLDEN TEXT: Then Peter said,
Silver and gold have I nohe; but
such as T have give I thee.—Acts 3:6

v

and John.

FTER the bestowment of
the holy spirit at Pentecost,
the disciples went frequent-
ly to the temple to give ex-
pression to their new-found joy in
thanksgiving and prayer.

and John attended the. temple ser-
vice. These two had been with the
Lord for several years. They had
been in the Mount of Transhgura-
tion, and had been in the Garden of
Gethemane on the night of Jesus’
betrayal. Hence, it was natural
that they should be a good deal in
each other’s company.

Just why the Apostle Peter di-
rected to heal this lame man, we
do not know, for doubtless there
were many sick ones whom the
apostles did not heal. However, it
may have been because this man
was right at heart, as manifested
by his subsequent gratitude.  In-
deed, his asking of alms was con-
sidered quite proper at that time
because there was no public pro-
vision for the needy and helpless:
It is very different today when the
poor are provided for either by
their relatives or by the country in
which they live; so there is little ex-
cuse for begging at the present
time.

“Silver and gold have I none,”
said- the apostle. We think the
meaning of these words is that he
had no silver and gold to give away
indiscriminately, since all he pos-
sessed was held in trust for the
Lord and consecrated to a higher
service. Of course we know that
Peter had been only a poor fisher-
man, and on this particular occa-
sion he may not have had any coins
on his person. At any rate, he had
something far better than money for
this poor man-—something that all
the gold and silver in the world
could not buy. So, while the crip-
ple sought a favor, he little dream-
ed of the magnitude of the boon he
was to receive, Just think of it—-
“In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk.” And
then, straightway he was able to
walk and leap and run. An out-
standing miracle had been publicly
performed and all who beheld the
once lame man now fully restored
to usefulness, were amazed.

And it is very much the same to-
day. God’s people are not rich in

QOne af-.
ternoon at about 3 o’clock Peter.
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the things of this world. Mainly, it
is the poor whom God has cailed,
and -all they have is consecrated to
Him. Yet, by the divine authority.
vested in them through the truth,
they can say to the spiritually crip-
pled, “In the name of Christ rise
up and walk.” They can tell peo-
ple that they need not be crawling
about when they might be leaping’
and running in the joy of the Lord.
A knowledge of God and His great
plan of salvation is the one thing
required to put people on their feet
today.

We note that Peter acknowledg-
ed the source of his power, He did
not make any claim of superior
ahility on his own part. He came
out with the matter boldly and un-
compromisingly. It was in the
name of the despised Nazarine that
the man had been healed, and the
apostle said so. It would be a
great thing #f we could all follow
Peter’s example and not be asham-
ed of the truth, for he who is
ashamed of the truth is ashamed of
God. So, then, Peter used this
miracle as a means of preaching
the Gospel, as a text, as'a demon-
stration of the power of the risen
Christ. He did not say that the
man had been healed by the oper-
ation of any natural law and be-
cause of faith. He gave the credit
to God and he drove home the truth
concerning Jesus and His Messiah-
ship with all the power at his com-
mand. It was a wonderful sermon
that he preached, for he called at-
tention to the future glory of the
divine Kingdom, even to the “times
of restitution of all things which
God hath spoken by the mouth of
all His holy prophets since the
world began.” His discourse has
heen a great blessing to the church,
especially during the harvest period
of the Gospel age.

QUESTIONS:

Did the apostles heal all the sick?
Why was this partieular man healed?

Why has God sent the great boon
of the truth to some, while others
have been passed by ? '

Have we all something to ive to
others? TIf w0, in what wayvs can we
mive 1t ?

How can we best houcr God by
our present-dayv service?



The Reign

=] HE reign of King David was forty years
long,” said Uncle Eb. “Before the king died,
he gave some good advice to his son Solomon,
who was to succeed him on the throne. The
reign of Solomon began very favorably. One of the
" first things the new king did was to marry the
daughter of the king of Egypt. Then Solomon went
to Gibeon and offered a thousand burnt offerings
upon the altar in sacrifice.

“In the early part of his reign, Solomon loved the
Tord and desired to do what was right. One night
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream and said,
‘Ask what I shall give thee” And Solomon replied
to the Lord and said, “You showed great kindness
to my father, and you gave him a son to sit on his
throne. Yet I seem but as a little child. Give me,
therefore, an understanding heart to judge your
people, so that T may be able to discern between good
and bad.

“And God was much pleased that Solomon had
asked for this boon and He said, ‘Because thou hast
...not asked for thyself long life, ... neither riches
for thyself; but hast asked for thyself understanding
to do judgment; Behold,...I have given thee a wise
and understanding heart; so that there was none
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee...
riches and honor: so that there shall not be any
among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if
you will keep my commandments, I will lengthen thy
days.’

“Very soon the wisdom of Seclomon was put to
the test. One day there came to the king two women
with a little child, and each claimed that the baby
belonged to her. Then Solomon called for a sword
and commanded that the child be cut in two and half
given to each of the women. But the one to whom
the child really belonged said, ‘No, do not do so. but
give that woman the child, only save its life.” Then
the king said, ‘Do not slay the child but give it to
the one who wished to spare its life, for she is its
mother.” And all Israel heard of the king’s judg-
ment, and the people saw that the King had his wis-
dom from God, and they were much pleased.

“Now Solomon wanted to build a temple to the
TLord. And he sent the word of his intention to his
friend Hiram king of Tyre. And he asked Hiram to

of Solomon

hire an army of people to hew timbers of cedar and
of fir for the house of the Lord. And the king of
Tyre was much pleased to do this. And Solomon
sent thirty thousand men to Lebanon to also become
engaged 1n this work; that is, they went there ten
thousand at a time. And he had seventy thousand
to bear burdens, and eighty thousand in the moun-
tains to hew the timbers, and thirty-three hundred
who had charge over the others. And the king
commanded and they brought great, costly stones to
lay the foundation of the house. And the stones were
all made ready beforehand, so that there was no ham-
mer, axe, or any iron tool heard in the house when
it was being constructed.

“On the walls of the temple there were carved
figures of cherubim, and palm trees and flowers.
And the floor of the house was overlaid with gold,
It took seven years to build the entire temple,

“And when the temple was completed, Solomon
assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of
the tribes, that they might bring up the ark of the
covenant of the Lord out of the city of Zion. So the
priests took up the ark and they brought it up, to-
gether with all ‘the holy vessels of the tabernacle,
And after the ark had been put in the holy place,
the glory of the Lord filled the house in a bright
cloud, so that the priests could not remain there but
had to come out because of the dazzling brightness.
And there, at the dedication of the temple, the king
turned to all the people and blessed them. Then
Solomon worshipped the Lord God and said, ‘T.ord
iGod of Israel, there is no God like thee. in heaven
above, or in earth beneath...But will God indeed
dwell on the earth? behold, the heavens...cannot
contain thee : how much less this house which T have
builded? Hearken to the supplication of Thy ser-
vant, and of Thy people Israel when they shall pray
toward this place: and hear Thou in heaven Thy
dwelling place, and when Thou hearest, forgive.’

On the eighth day Solomon sent the people away
to their homes, and blessed the king and departed
joyfully, glad at heart for all the things that the T.ord
had done for them.

“Now down in Arabia there lived the Queen of
Sheba. This ruler had heard much of Solomon, and
became curious to meet him and see if he really did
excel in wisdom. So she came to Jerusalem with a
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very great train, with camels that bore spices and
with very much gold, and precious stones. She pre-
sented a lot of hard questions to the king, but he had
no difficulty at all in answering them. When this
gueen had taken knowledge of all Solomon’s wisdom,
and the temple which he had built, and the meat of
his table, and his numerous servants, and the attend-
ance of his ministers and their apparel, and all the
other glorious things about his palace, she realized
that the reports which she had heard concerning
him were not exaggerated. In fact, she declared
the half had not been told her of the greatness, wis-
dom and wealth of this monarch of Israel,

This Queen of Sheba presented to Solomon a vast
quantity of gold, and an enormous amount of precious
spices, and gems of great value. On his part King
Solomon gave unto the Queen all she asked, nor did
he refuse her anything; and he gave her a great
treasure besides: so she turned and went to her own
country, both she and her servants.

“Now King Solomon had a great throne of ivory,
and it was overlaid with gold. Beside the throne
there were twelve lions. All Solomon’s drinking
vessels were of gold. And he had a great fleet of
ships which brought him many things from other
lands. So King Solomon excelled all the kings of
the earth for riches and for wisdom. People came
from far parts of the world to hear the wisdom which
God had put in the king’s heart.

“The sad thing about Solomon is that when he
grew older, he departed from the way of the Lord,
doing certain things which God had forbidden. God
then spoke to him and told him that He would take
part of the kingdom out of the hand of his son. For

“there was much idolatry in the land at this time.
The fact is that Sotomon had taken wives from peo-
ples not of the nation of Israel; and, naturally, each
of these women wanted her own religion recognized
by shrines and otherwise. Thus, therefore, the people
drifted away from the worship of the true God, and
did that which was an ahomination in the sight of the
TLord, Who had said, “I am the Lord thy God:...
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.”” And the people were breaking
this law to such an extent that God became angry
with them.

“King Solomon reigned in Jerusalem for forty
years, the same length of time that David his father
had reigned. Then death came upon him, and he
slept with his fathers, and Rehoboam his son reign-
ed in his stead. v

“I think Peter wants to ask me a question. Is it
not so, Peter?”’

“Uncle Eb, would you say that Solomon was a
good king or a bad king?” asked Peter.

“Solomon was a good king till he broke the com-
mands of God,” replied Uncle Eb. ‘‘Perhaps he
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became too big in his own eyes. As a rule, men
cannot stand as much prosperity as came to Sol-
omon, or even a comparatively small amount of it.

“When Jesus was on earth, He referred to the
reign of Solomon. He said, ‘The Queen of the
south shall rise up with this generation and will
condemn it, for she came from the uttermost parts.
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and be-
hold, a greater than Solomon is here.” By the
‘greatéer than Solomon’ Jesus was referring to Him-
self. The truth which He had was greater than
anything that Solomon had. Then, He Himself was.
greater than Solomon because He was the only be-
gotten Son of God, who had come down from
heaven. ‘

“There is also a temple which is mentioned in
the New Testament, and it is a greater temple than
the one that Solomon built. Now I think, perhaps,.
not one of you can tell me just what this temple is.
What is another name for it? Who knows? Or,
who can make a good guess? How about you.
Paul ?”

.“T think it was ‘called Herod’'s Temple,” said
Paul. : ,

“Now that wasn’t a bad guess at all,” said Uncle
Eb, “for there was a Herod’s temple. Yet that
was not the particular temple that I' mean. Who
will make another try?” ‘

““I think you told us one time that the church of
Christ is called a temple,” replied Ruth.

“Right you are, Ruth,” said our Uncle. “And
that is the very temple that T mean. The stones in
this temple are human beings. They are commonly
called Christians. They are taken out of that quarry
which is the world. As followers of Jesus, they are
cut and chiseled and shaped by their experiences
and then, finally, they will be set in the glorious
temple above.

“To Christians the Apostle Paul says, ‘You are
the temple of the living God.’ He tells us that the
great foundation stone in this temple is Jesus Him-
self; and he says that no man can lay any other
foundation than this. So, then, if we are to become
part of this wonderful building, we must be es-
tablished upon Jesus.”

“How can we do this, Uncle Eb?” asked John.

“We can do it by believing and trusting in Jesus,”
replied Uncle Eb. “By so doing, we are showing
our faith and trust in God, the great heavenly Fath-
er; for it was the Father who sent Jesus into the
world to die for us, so that we might have life.

“While the reign of Solomon was glorious until
he disobeyed the Lord, the reign of Jesus will be
far more glorious. Solomon made the people of Is-
rael slaves to serve His purposes, but Jesus will be
the great liberator and emancipator not only of Is-
rael, but of all humanity—every nation. He will
see that everyone is kindly and mercifully dealt with.
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COOPERATION AND LIBERTY

LL of the blessings that come to us from God
£y are available upon the basis of our coopera-
Efﬁ tion with the divine Giver in the receiving of

His gifts. He gave His beloved Son to be
our Redeemer but to receive the blessings of life made
possible through this gift we must believe. on Christ
and through whole-hearted belief accept this won-
drous gift. The Heavenly Father gives us His Word
of truth, but if we are to be blessed by it, we must
study it and be willing to be guided by it. Indeed,
in every aspect of the Christian life we are coworkers
together with the Lord; and this means that to the
extent possible we will rejoice in the privilege of be-
ing colaborers with each other.

The Scriptures make it plain that we should fel-
lowship with the saints; that we should build one an-
other up in the most holy faith; that we should not
forsake the assembling of ourselves together—and so
much the more as we see the day approaching. It
seerns to us that this is an important thought to keep
in mind as we enter the year nineteen thirty-nine.
May it be the prayer and earnest desire of all the
consecrated followers of the Master that this new
year will be one in which our wills shall be more
fully submerged into the will of our Heavenly Fath-
er, thus the more fully cooperating with Him in His
plans; and also that we will appreciate, and be more
faithful in the use of, every possible opportunity to
fellowship. and cooperate with all others who are
walking in the same narrow way with us.

As individuals each one of us has a responsibility
before the Lord. We must work out our own salva-
tion—mno0 one can do that for us. God works in us to
will and to do of His good pleasure to the extent that
we work with Him, But God has His own way of
working in us, and He will not depart from-it. Hence,
if we desire His cooperation our efforts must be made
to conform to His arrangements. He has, for ex-
ample, provided prophets, apostles, pastors, teachers
and evangelists. All of these “gifts” from God are
for our blessing; and through them He works in us.
Then there are all the rest of us in the “body,” each
one placed therein as it has pleased God; and all in
order that we may cooperate with each other in the
doing of His will as He expresses it through our
Head, Christ Jesus. '

From the Scriptural standpoint, and while the
church. of Christ is in its preparatory stage, each
local ecclesia of consecrated believers is looked upon
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by God as constituting' the church. There was the
“church at Rome,” in the apostle’s day, and there is
the church at Chicago, today; and also the churches
at hundreds of other places, Now God works in us
through these local assemblies of His people, and
many of the rich blessings He has provided for us
during the new year will be missed if we fail to meet
with those with whom it may be possible for us to
meet. As a brother suggests in one of the articles.
in this issue of The Dawn, perhaps even the answers
to some of our prayers are waiting for us at the meet-
ing room of the local eeclesia.

The brethren of The Dawn intend that throughout
the new year, even as in the past, their efforts to help
safeguard the liberty of local ecclesias shall be con-
tinued. And in this connection we wish to reaffirm
that whatever service we render shall be at the full
approval and hearty invitation of the local ecclesias
involved. While we appreciate the fact that large
numbers of classes have extended to us a standing
invitation to supply speakers whenever possible, yet
in routing the pilgrim brethren we will continue to
give the ecclesias the opportunity to express their
wishes with respect to each speaker’s appointment
that is made. v

The printing press together with modern methods
of travel obviously make possible a larger degree of
association and fellowship among the Lord’s people
than could have been enjoyed in previous periods of
the church’s history. These present-day blessings
can be used to great advantage by us all, if used
properly. The fact that they have been misused by
some is no valid reason why any should now feel that
their only safety is in a state of almost complete iso-
lation from those of like precious faith in other parts
of the country or of the world, To the extent that
it was possible the various ecclesias in the early
church cooperated with each other in various ways,
thus widening the sphere of their fellowship and
thereby increasing their blessings. Doubtless rich
blessings are still in store for the Lord’s people along
this line today.

But we do feel that, in the interests of proper
Christian liberty, each local ecclesia should safeguard
well its own independence of choice and action, We
have said this many times before, but believe that at

‘the beginning of another year is a good time to say

it again, and to assure the brethren that we intend
to continue fostering this spirit of liberty among the
local ecclesias. Shortly we hope to make some sug-
gestions in connection with the service of the truth




30

which we trust will promote still further the true
spirit of Christian liberty among the ecclesias.

The desire to break away from human headships
and humanly devised channels of exclusiveness has
greatly increased during the year that is passed.
Many new ecclesias have been formed—ecclesias in
* which Christ alone is recognized as Head. If we can
: judge from present trends, many more ecclesias will
be formed during the present year. Let us all seek,
through cooperation, to do all we can to welcome
these brethren and to assist them. They need our
help, and we need theirs. Yes, we need the help that
“every joint supplieth.” So may we all seek and use
all possible means of cooperating with each other and
with the Lord in this final work of “sealing” the
saints of God in their forheads; remembering that
we too are among those being sealed, and that there-
fore as we endeavor to help others, we are also work-
ing out our own salvation.

The following extracts from a few of the letters
recently received will illustrate how additional ones
here and there are rejoicing in the pure message of
truth from the Word, and are finding rich blessings
and joys as they feed in His green pastures; and in
the spirit of liberty and Christian helpfulness, seek
to pass the message on to others:

““Dear Friends: Was so happy to know about The
Dawn just at this time when I seem to be enveloped in
confusion. So glad to know that there are those who
still stick to the fundamentals we onece learned. Please
send me a copy of The Diviné Plan of the Ages—1 want
to read that grand book again. I’m sure it will help
to dispell the confusion and gloom., Will be glad for
any traets that T can use in the service. E. M. L.”

* % *

““Dear Brethren: XKindly send me God and Reason,
Tabernacle Shadows, The Divine Plan of the Ages, and
also, Hope Beyond the Grave. Also one thousand Do
You Know tracts, and one thousand Kingdom Cards.
Also, please send some Coming World Dictator Traets
and a year’s subscription to The Dawn.

““Y am one that has supported the Watch Tower
since 1902 with everything possible; but now that its
teachings have changed I ean no longer do so, Evident-
Iy the Lord is stirring up the nest cansing the eaglets
to fall out. All of them that have learned to fly (to
stand) must now fly away. . . . Most elearly the truth
is the test. I am glad to find some who will hold on
against all opposition. —C. G. B.”

* % % .

“T have read a copy of The Dawn magazine, and
would like to receive a few copies of late issues. Also,
any copies of the Bible Students News that you may
have. And I would also appreciate any available
tracts and other material that would be helpful, in-
cluding Kingdom Cards. I love to witness for the
truth of the Kingdom as I have opportunity, but not
under commercialized and enforced drives.—W.I1.J.’

* ok #

«Dear Sirs: Please accept my subsecription for The
Dawn for one year. Please start it with the October

The Dawn

issue as I wish to keep the artieles entitled ‘And God
Said.” I have indeed appreciated your kindness in
sending me your wonderful books. Since T have been
reading the Scripture Studies and The Dawn I can’t
understand how I ever lived as long as T did without
this blessed belief. I thank the Lord for His favor.
May He "bless you and your work. —R. M.”’
* % %

‘“‘Dear Brethren: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the communion and fellowship of the holy spirit
be with you all.

““For some time prior to the Pittsburgh Convention
I had thought much about the prospects of revival of
interest in the truth of former Bible Students. And by
truth T mean the Plan as given to us through Brother
Russell. - As an answer to my prayerful enquiry T was
given a. wholly unexpected opportunity to attend the
convention; and beeause of what I saw and heard I am
writing. this letter. After several years spent in con-
nection with the ‘hidden things of dishonesty, and the
‘handling of the Word of God deceitfully,’ it was most
refreshing to me to witness honest brethren ‘by mani-
festation of the truth, commending themselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of God.’—2 Cor. 4:2.

‘I need not tell you of the great peace and joy
that have come back into my life sinee I returned to
active service in the truth, and how faith, hope and
love have been augmented and enhanced by God’s man-
ifest approval of our efforts to assemble to study His
Word. And, being so blessed by Him, I am anxious to
cooperate with His people in every way possible. Re-
joicing with yon in the refreshing revival of interest
in the truth, and in anticipation of the coming reign of
Christ, I remain, your brother in Christ. —W. G. B.”’

* % %

T am writing in haste to send vou
subseription to The Dawn. Will you also kindly send
me five of the ‘Witness Bulletins. It was through the
kindness- of a very dear brother in Tacoma, Wash., that
I have again found the truth as it was revealed by
Pastor Russell. . . . Count on me to do all I can to
serve the Lord by showing others the truth. That is
why I want the literature which I have requested.
May the Lord bless you richly. . . . —J. A B

ok % %

USE OF CONSOLATION CARDS

A few months ago we reported the results of the
efforts being made by Brother Gates, of Memphis,
Tenn., in sending out the Consolation Cards to rela-
tives of the deceased. Learning that God was con-
tinuing to bless his efforts we have asked him for an
outline of the method he is using. In response to
our request Brother Gates has sent us the following
letter, which we hope will furnish information thar
may prove helpful to others interested in this form of
witness, work :

“Dear Brethren: Christian love and greetings!
Agreeable with yours of the 12th, I am outlining our

‘‘Dear Brethren:

"method of handling the Kingdom Cards: We sccure our
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names from the death notices published in the news-
papers. A list of survivors is usually given; and as a
rule their addresses are shown in sufficient’ detail to
enable us to reach them. In listing the survivors on
cards we show the age of the deceased, his relation to
the survivor, and if he met a tragic death, we so in-
dicate, Of course this.is not really necessary, but it
gives us a better mental picture of the situation should
we later have correspondence with the survivor.

‘‘There are some instances in which we are unable
to reach the survivor, either because no address is
shown, or because the person resides in a large city
where a street address would be necessary in ‘order to
reach him. In such cases we write the follgwing on
the printed side of one or more of the cards 'we send
out: ‘We will be glad to send this booklet free to other
relatives who will make request for same.”’ As a re-
sult of this notation we have received requests for
25 or 30 booklets. As a rule we do not send eards
to persons residing in cities of more than about 50,000
inhabitants, as the loeal postal authorities have advised
that the cards -would most likely be thrown, in waste
basket by them, due to insufficient address.v;

‘““We do not usually send cards to.more than one
Catholie survivor. Our past experience shéws that
such persons do not ask for the booklet. We do send
one card, however, as we do not wish to pass the
Catholics up entu'ely, and, too, the one card gives us
an opportunity of witnessing.

““We seldom send cards to aunts, uneles, nephews,
nieces, cousins, in-laws or grand-children. We do, how-
ever, send them to grand-parents. We do not usually
send cards to the survivors of small children; for, as
we know, most people believe that the little ones go to
heaven at death, hencée a suggestion of ‘hope beyond
the grave’ would most likely make no impression. We
sometimes deviate from the foregoing for a speeial
reason, but follow it as a rule in order to gbviate a
possﬂole unnecessary waste of postage ‘

‘““We do not always send cards to all survivors listed.
For instance, if the deceased father was, say, 456 to 50
vears of age, or less, and residing in, say, Clarksdale,
Miss., and several surviving children are listed as also
living there, we do not send eards to them; except in
case of a married daughter being shown. We feel that
the age of the deceased in such cases wartents the
assumption that the ehildren are single and living with
the parents. We therefore send a eard to the wife
and place the aforementioned notation therdon;'as we
feel this will take care of those who may be interested.
We follow a somewhat similar method in some cases
where the deceased was even older and has a number
of relatives living in the same town. That is; we se-
leet a representative number from the listing, usually
the women folk, and then place the forégoing notation
on their eards. Unless, however, the number of such
survivors is unusually large, we send a c_ard to each
one. o
““Qur method of servicing the request is as follows:
First, unless unavoidably hindered, we mail the booklet
the day the request is received. After an elapse of
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13 days we follow up with- either an offer of God and
Reason, or send about three tracts, one of which is
dlways the ‘Do You Know?’ tract. If the follow-up
is the offer of ‘God and Reason,” and is accepted, we
wait another 13 days and offer The Divine Plan of
the Ages. If the follow-up consisted of tracts, we
wait only 7 days before offering the First Volume. If
the follow-up is the offer of ‘God and Reason,” and is
ignored, we do not usually proceed further; although
we have in some instances sent along a few tracts later,
hoping to thus. revive the interest. This latter, how-
ever, has met with practically no suecess.

““We keep a record on the face of the inquirer’s
card, showing how we have serviced it. For conven-
ience in making this record, we have given each tract
a number, as it is much easier to simply jot down a
number than to deseribe the traect by its title. We
keep this record in order to prevent the possible. dup-
lication of literature, as’the inquirers sometimes ask
for additional literature without stating specifically
what is wanted, or what ‘they have already received.
. ““To those requesting The Divine Plan of the Ages we
send a postal reading as follows:

‘“‘Dear Friend: The book you requested is go-
ing forward today. We are delighted to send it.
It is our prayer that it may be as helpful to you
as it has been to many others. It is the best Bible
help obtainable from. any source, so far as we
‘know. Indeed, it i3 a veritable ‘key’ to the Serip-
tures on the many subjects it covers; all of which
are of great importance to: Christians. The author
cites 846 Bible texts im support of his deductions, .

~ and we suggest having your Bible handy for refer- .
ence as he cites them, thus satisfying yourself
respecting his application, There are 5 additional

.. volumes, all of which ecover subjects highly im-

- portant to Chrlstlans If after reading The Di-
shall be dehghted to loa.n them to. you, one at a

* time, without obligation, until you have read them
all. All our literature is free. Sincerely yours,

ASSOCIATED BIBLE STUDENTS.’

“‘We allow 5 days to elapse before sending the Con-
solation Card to surviving, relatives. We feel this is
preferable to mailing them ‘at once, as it serves to sep-
arate them somewhat fr_ox_;l other cards of sympathy,
thus making them a littlg more outstanding It also
allows the relatives a llttle more time in which to re-
gain a measure of composm‘e from their first shock.
We therefore believe the card is more apt to receive
attention than if mailed the day the newspaper notice
appears.

‘‘Ineluding those of Oct. 24th, we had sent out 6724
¢ards and from these wé have received requests for
630 booklets, an average of a little more than one re-
quest to each 11 cards sent out.

“In our recent letter We]Sald we had received about
one request to each four cards sent out offering to
loan the First Volume, but a recheck shows we were
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slightly mistaken, as the ratio is a little less than one
to five. On four suecessive days week before last we
received reguests for the -First Volume, and we.now
have them in the hands of a number of readers who
seem to be quite interested.

‘‘One woman here in the city seems, from all out-
ward appearances, to be the most likely prospective
grain of wheat we have contacted in many a day. We
realize, however, that like Paul and Apollos of old,
all we ean do is the sowing’ and ‘watering.” Only our
dear Heavenlv Father Himself is able to give the ‘in-
crease.’

‘“We shall appreciate your prayers that we may be
faithful in our efforts to serve His precious truth at
every opportunity afforded us. Your fellow servant in
the Lord. —P. A. Gates”’

LI I 3

We rejoice with Brother Gates in the blessings he
is enjoying through this method of sending out the
light of truth. Many others throughout the country
are likewise being blessed in their endeavors thus to
bear witness to the truth, The Consolation Cards
are now being quite widely used, by individuals and
by ecclesias; but there is still room in this field of
service, The Consolation Cards are supplied free,
in any quantity desired.

The Kingdom Card work is also being blessed by
the Lord. Kingdom Cards can be distributed from
house to house, or sent through the mails, as the
friends prefer. We will be glad to furnish samples
of these and the Consolation Cards; and also any
further information desired, to any interested in tak-
ing up one or both of these methods of making known
the Kingdom message.

Friends will be interested to know that as a re-
sult of the distribution of these cards which bore
The Dawn address, approximately 3,000 requests for
literature were received during the last ten months
of 1938. This is in addition to the number of re-
quests sent to individuals and ecclesias which used
their own addresses on the cards.

X ok %

THE OLD MAN’S STORY

“T've read the books they've brought to me—-
The comfort of the Lord.

Divine Plan of the Ages was

The first that proved God’s Word

And showed me all the glorious boon

The Age of Life will bring,

When earth shall wear its robes so fair,
With Christ as Lord and King.

““It told me of the Mystery,

Now to the church made known,
Of those Christ calls to suffer here,
And then to share His throne.

It told in full of Nature planes,
The Human, the Divine,

And that of Angels; all these truths
In radiant light did shine.

The Dawn

“And then I read the Volume Two,
About the Ages vast,

The Times and Seasons as they come,
And go into the past.

It proves the Gentile Times are sped,
“Their Kings have had their day,

And with them sin and sorrow shall
Forever pass awpy.'

Thy Kingdom Come—that was a book
That moved my heart to tears,

For I could see the pain and woe

Of men throughout the years,

And well I knew that only God

Could give the world relief

And through His matchless Kingdom send
The anodyne of grief.

“Then Number Four—that Volume fine
Is just as real today

As when God’s servant gave its truths
To us in strong array.

Great Babylon I found condemned

In her entirety;

And yet, each fact with hope was packed
Of better things to be.

““The Fifth One told me What Is Man,

And all about the Soul,

And Death, and Hell, and it was well

I came to know the whole;

For now I realize whly Christ

Came here for man to die,

And this gives peace and doubt’s surcease
And to false creeds the lie.

“Then Volume Six, about the church
Its call, its goal above,

Its joy, its hope, the wondrous scope
Of truth and heavenly love.

The Resurrection life divine

The saints with Christ will share,
The Marriage Supper of the Lamb,
And all the glory there.

“So when I take the Bible now,
To read things old and new,

T follow all its mighty Plan

As once I failed to do—

Right from Creation through the years
Of shame and sorrow long,

To restitution peace for man,

And earth’s rejoicing song.

“My hair is gray, my younger days
Seem as a tale that’s told;

“The mourners go about the streets,’
That say I'm growing old;

But stili my heart keeps young, and still
T want to thankful be

For all the light, and joy, and truth
My God has given me.”
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COMING CONVENTIONS

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. Jan. 8. This is the reg-
ular gathering of the friends in the San Franeciseo ter-
ritory, which is held on the second Sunday of every
other month,

®ok

JERSEY CITY, N. J., January 15. One-day eon-
vention. Sessions morning and afternoon, with an ad-
vertised meeting for the public at 3 P, M. Al ses-
sions in Lawyers Building, Bergen Square. = First meet-
ing begins at 10:30 A. M. All helievers in the ransom
are cordially invited.

e % e
E 3 S

BROOKLYN, N. Y, Jan. 29. The usual Fifth Sunday
Convention will be held at 109 Remsen Street. Lunch
served in the hall at noon. Secretary, Mr. Wm. Josiah,
117-34 123rd St., So. Ozone Park, L. I., N, Y.

* % %

ZION HILL SCHOOLHOUSE, near WEATHER-
FORD, Texas, Jannary 29. The first meeting of this
5th-Sunday gathering will be at 11 o’clock in the morn-
ing, followed by lunch at the schoolhouse. The after-
noon session will start at 1:30. You are invited to
come and fellowship with the friends. For further

information, address Mr. Robert Plumlee,
Weatherford, Texas.

Route 4,

L

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. July 1-4. A letter from
the Secretary of the Los Angeles Eececlesia advising us
of their annual convention reads as follows:

‘“We are happy to advise that there will be a Los
Angeles General Convention every year as long as the
Lord is pleased that there should be. These conven-
tions are for the purpose of bringing blessings and en-
couragment to our brethren everywhere, and we trust
that as many as ean will avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity of meeting with those of like precious faith., For
the summer of 1939 we have planned a four-day eon-
vention. The dates are July 1, 2, 3, and 4, whieh fall
on Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. We be-
lieve that these dates will provide an ideal time for
such a gathering, taking advantage of the week-end
through to the holiday which falls on Tuesday. We
ask an interest in your prayers and in the prayers of
all, that the Lord will see fit to bless this convention
richly to the end that His name may be praised and
His people blessed. Your brethren in Christ, ‘Bible
Students Ecclesia of Los Angeles, A. W. Abrahamsen,
Secretary.’’

'::!:i:ii:i'}:i:!-.i:iii:&iii-!:i:%:E:Y:i:Ei::?::&iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:’cii'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Zionism in Prophecy

Today the Jew is a very prominent character in
world events. This should make it very opportune to
hear witness to the Messianie Kingdom hope as it re-
lates to the return of divine favor to this much perse-
cuted people. Many should be interested in learning why
this ancient race is now undergoing such trials; and
even the Jews themselves should be more receptive to
a message of comfort at the present time than in the
past. ‘‘Zionism in Propheecy,’’ then, should be a very
timely piece of truth literature for use just now.

‘“Zionism in Propheey’’ points out unmistakably
from the Seriptures that the time is here when God is
restoring His favor to the Jew, and shows that the
present temporary perseeution of this people is per-
mitted and intended by the Lord as a means of turn-
ing their hearts towards Him and towards the promises
He has made to restore them to safety and peace in the
land that was given to their father, Abraham.

If you have not read ‘‘Zionism in Prophecy,’’ send
for a copy now. .They are priced at 20 cents each,
single copies. .In quantity lots for witness work, 7
copies for $1,. In lots of 50, or more, 10 cents each.

Tabernacle Shadodws

An inereasing number of friends are again taking up
a study of the types and shadows of the tabernacle and
its services; and are reporting the receiving of rieh
blessings as a result. The Tabernacle Shadow booklet
has been republished in order to supply the needs of
the brethren who are desirous of going over these vital
and fundamental truths of the divine plan again,

The new edition of Tabernacle Shadows has included
with it, bound under the same cover for convenience,
the original Berean Questions on the booklet. The ques-
tions have been found to be very helpful in the study
of the types, partieularly in classes. The new edition,
ineluding the questions, is priced at 25 cents each, in
any quantity,

ITALIAN TRAOT ‘‘THE COMING WORLD DIC-

TATOR.’’ This is a translation of the English tract
by the same name.
THE DAWN 136 Fulton 8t BROOKLYN N, V.
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J: 4@"“%‘:3 f To s the Scrprures Cleaclp Teach A
‘ “?s;\‘.?ﬁ{ ' That the Chureh is ‘‘the Temple of the Living God”’ “-‘:\’: ;4,:‘9
o "..;. ~—peculiarly ‘‘His workmanship’’; that :its construe- *?‘"‘.Q\
;—,’m' U ‘tion has been in progress thronghout the Gospel age— ',gf“'
¢ LT ever sinece Christ became the world’s Redeemer and o '{}

e the chief corner stone of this Temple, through which,

<. +. " when flnighed, God’s blessings shall come ‘‘to all peo-

i1 ple,”’ and they-find aceess to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,17;
Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:20.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,

... of eonseerated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin,

.. - progresses; and when the last of these ‘‘living stones,’’

e o ““eleet and precious,’’ shall have been made ready, the
great Master Workman will bring all together in the
First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with

. His glory, and he the meeting place between God and
men throughout the Millennium.—Rey. 15:5-8.

.. That, the Basis of Hope for the. Churech and the
World, lies in the fact that ¢‘Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for every man,”’ ‘‘a ransom for
all,’” and will be ‘“the true light which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world,”” ‘‘in due time.”’—
Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Chureh is that she may be like
her Lord, ‘‘see Him as He is,”” be a ‘‘partaker of the
divine nature,’’ and share His glory as His joint-heir.
—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the, present mission of the Church is the per-
feeting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
of the next age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6;
20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by
Christ’s Millennial Kingdom-—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer ard His glorified
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.
—Acts 3:19-23; TIsaiah 35. ~
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