
Lesson 78

The Holy Roman Empire

As the heav ens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.—Isa iah 55:9

After the apos tles died, the church began to look to other
.lead ers, giv ing them much more author ity than they should

have had. Because the early church was with out the ben e fit of
Bibles and edu ca tion—the com mon peo ple could not read—it
was easy to make this mis take. Those in power (those who could
read) were the bish ops and other lead ers who often taught dif fer -
ent and con tra dic tory doc trines not in spired by the holy spirit.

The Emperor Constantine called a coun cil of all the “apos tolic
bish ops” in A.D. 325. It was held in the city of Nicea in Tur key.
The coun cil was called by Con stantine to try to keep his king dom
from dis in te grat ing; it was a polit i cal move.

The bishops argued for months and finally the emperor de -
cided which doc trines were “cor rect.” Apos tolic suc ces sion and
the trinity were two of the erro ne ous doc trines forced on the peo -
ple. All who would not accept the new Nicene Creed were cast
out.

Chris tian ity spread through out Europe and west ern Rus sia but
with out the Mas ter’s spirit. The Holy Roman Empire was estab -
lished: the pope and the emperor sat side by side on the throne.
This is called a “mar riage” of church and state. Bible Stu dents
con sider such a union to be con trary to the teach ing of the Bible.

This sys tem received a hard blow when, in 1799, Napo leon
refused to allow the pope to crown him; in fact, he took him cap -
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tive to France. It was a humil i at ing expe ri ence for the pope. Since 
that time the author ity of the Papacy has greatly declined.

As Chris tian ity spread, many vis ited the land where Jesus lived
and died. These jour neys were made peace ably un til the Mos lem
Turks cap tured Jesus’ home land and took over Jeru sa lem. They
treated the Chris tians with great cru elty.

Chris tians came from all over Europe, trav el ing hun dreds
of miles, deter mined to fight the Turks and win back the Holy
Land. But they for got Jesus’ teach ings of love, and that how you
wor ship is much more impor tant than where you wor ship. Jesus
warned men that if they fought with the sword, they would die by
the sword. The Cru sad ers killed many inno cent peo ple in their
fran tic attempts to regain con trol of the Holy City.

How you wor ship is much more impor tant
than where you wor ship.
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