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HE
der of Italy; the relentless

unconditional surren-

offensive of the Russian armies
which drove the Germans back
to the Dneiper and beyond; and
the virtuel imprisonment of the
Pope in Vatican city, have con-
stituted the big news of the last
few weeks. Back of this news
there remain the many unsoclved
problems which must be dealt
with follewing the full defeat
of Nazi Germany and the Pa-
cific enemy, Japan. Among
those problems is one that has
always been more or less an in-
ternational issue; namely, what
to do about the Jews.

Milton Maver wrote an article
entitled, “The Case Against the
Jew,” which appeared in a
March, 1542, issue of the Satur-
day Evening Post, in which he
vividly pointed out what, in his
opinion, was the reason for much
of the persecution that has come
upon this historic people, in the
past as well as the present. The

article was far from flattering,
and, in effect, made it appear
that the Jews deserved much of
the suffering thru which they
have passed.

But there is another side to
this question, a “Case for the
Jews,” as it were, which, when
the whole story is told, will find
the Jews no longer a persecuted
people, but rather, God’s richly
favored people thru whom be-
cause they will be among the
first to fall into line with Messi-
ah’s Kingdom, God will dispense
His promised Kingdom blessings
to all mankind. The case for the
Jews is God’s case, which is
based upon His promises to them
thru their patriarchal fathers
whom He loved.

The claim that the Jews are
God’s chosen people has helped
to engender hatred against them
on the part of those who have
not believed in the God of the
Jews, nor in His sacred Word,
the Bible. While this claim may
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2 THE DAWN

seem like a hollow mockery in
the light of the experiences thru
which they have passed, yet in it
is contained the key to an under-
standing of the Jewish problem
and what the eventual, happy
outcome is to be. They are
God’s people—not the people of
a Jewish, tribal God, but the
people of Jehovah, the only true
and living God, the Creator and
sustainer of all life.

Because they are God’s peo-
ple, who entered into a special
covenant with Him, they are in
a very special way subject to His
laws. To them much was given,
and of them much is required—
and the more so, in view of the
high favors of God yet to be be-
stowed upon them. That the
Jews have sinned there can be
no doubt; and that the age-old
hatred against them has been
due largely to their derelictions,
cannot readily be disputed. But
so have the Gentiles been sin-
ners. Even professing Christian
Gentiles themselves often have
been just as guilty of the very
sins they have charged against
the Jews.

And Gentiles have suffered
for their sins, too. For six thou-
sand years all mankind has suf-
fered because of original sin;
and their sufferings .have in-
creased as sin has been added to
sin, so that today the climax of
human sin and selfishness has
brought the world to the brink

of ruin. In this global tragedy,
Jewish suffering is accentuated,
but all other nationalities are
also suffering. If it were possi-
ble to analyze properly all the
factors involved, we would find
that this suffering is in propor-
tion to the degree in which the
laws of God have been wilfully
ignored or - disobeyed. The
Jewish people take the center of
the stage in-this picture, not be-
cause they are worse than the
rest, ‘but because, as God’s cho-
sen people, they have been more
highly favored, hence have been
mere vesponsible,

To understand this case for
the Jews properly, one must
turn back the pages of history
many centuries, before the first
advent of Jesus, to the time
when God promised that thru
them He would bless all the na-
tions of the earth. (Genesis 12:
1-3; 22:18.) This was not a cas-
ual promise, but a real one,
which God later confirmed with
His oath. (Hebrews 6:17.))
While it is true that the “seed”
referred to as the “stars of heav-
en” are the spiritual children
of Abraham, developed upon the
basis of faith during this present
age, vet it also definitely con-
cerns the natural descendants of
Abraham. (Genesis 22:17.) The
part that Israelites play in con-
nection with the Creator’s pur-
pose to bless all nations is un-
alterable and unchangeable.
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ONE reason why a Christian
need not be ashamed of the true
Gospel of Christ is the fact that it
does contain a provision for the
“future blessing of the world of
mankind, One who truly has the
Spirit of Christ rejoices that God
has provided blessings for others
besides the few who become foot-
step followers of the Master in this
life.

While the Jewish nation re-
fused to accept Christ, yet He wept
over them and said, “How often
would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not” He declared, of
course, that their house would be
left unto them “desolate,” but this
desolation is not permanent; be-
cause the divine plan provides a
future opportunity of blessing for
them.—Matthew 23:37,38; Romans
11:26-29. .

Jesus explained that even the
wicked, degraded, inhabitants of

(See back cover,

Sodom and Gomorrah would have

" their opportunity then, for their

condition will be more favorable
than that of some of the Jews of
Jesus’ day. (Matt. 11:20-24; Tzek.
16:52-63.) This was because the
Sodomites did not have as much
knowledge as the Jews who reject-
ed Him. '

God holds people responsible to
the extent of their enlightenment
and understanding of His will.

The future Judgment Day-—a
thousand years in length—is to he
a time of enlightenment— When
Thy judgments are in the earth,
the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness.”—Isaiah 26:9.

Yes, the knowledge of God’s
love thru Christ will yet be known
to all mankind; and, for nearly all,
this will offer the first real oppor-
tunity to believe on Him and to
obtain life. The sacrifice of Christ
guarantees that all shall have this
opportunity.-—1 Timothy 2:4-6;°
John 3:16.
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The implications of this prom-
ise were reiterated time and
time again for the encourage-
ment of the Jewish nation. All
God’s prophets confirmed it and
with it was associated the hope
of a coming Great One whom
the Lord would send—the Mes-
siah, the “messenger of the cove-
nant”—and who, backed by di-
vine power, would exalt the
Jewish nation to chief promi-
nence in the world as the bless-
ers of all mankind—Mal. 3:1.

About the time Jesus was born
the Jews were looking forward
specially to the coming of this
Messiah—their  King. They
were then a vassal nation to
- Rome, and the hope of deliver-
ance and freedom was a constant
source of encouragement during
those dark and uncertain days
of their national life. But—and
here’s where their real tragedy
begins—Israel’s hope of the
glory and honor of their coming
King caused them to have a
fixed, but wrong ideal in their
minds as.to how He should look
and act, hence they were not
prepared to accept the lowly
One whom Jehovah sent to
them.

When Jesus was announced to
be the Messiah, His appearance
and presentation was very dif-
ferent from what they were ex-
pecting. They wanted a great
King and Law-giver full of dig-

nity, full of ambition, full of
pride, self-will, and domineering
in word and act. This was their
idea of what would constitute
the necessary qualifications of a
King who should rule over and
make Israel the leading nation of
the earth.

The Israelites had seen the
pride and arrogance of Herod.
They had seen the importance of
the Roman Emperor, and the
dignity and power of Roman
generals, and, also, the haughti-
ness of Roman Governors. They
were, therefore, expecting their
King to possess even a greater
degree of dignity, pride and glo-
ry, since He was to represent the
heavenly court and its authori-
ty on earth.

Thus the Jews were wholly
vnprepared to accept the hum-
ble Jesus as their King—one
who was born in a manger, and
a lowly Nazarene. They were
ashamed to acknowledge that
this man was their King. Just
as the prophet had foretold
(Isaiah 53:2), He did not have
the appearance that they de-
sired. From their selfish, hu-
man standpoint they could not
understand how such a person
could be a world conqueror,
hence He was. “a rock of of-
fense” to them.-—Isaiah 8:14.

The world today is tragically
aware of how all the people are
subjected to suffering because
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of a wrong course pursued by
their leaders. It was so with the
Israelites. The mnation as a
whole, living at a time when ed-
ucation was not general, may
not have been too familiar with
the prophecies concerning their
hoped-for Messiah; but their
leaders Lknew, or could have
known what to expect. It had
been foretold that their King
would be born of a virgin. (Isa-
iah 7:14.) The prophet had de-
clared that He would be born
in the City of Bethlehem. (Mic.
5:2.) The manner in which He
would present Himself to them
as King had been foretold.
(Zechariah 9:9.) The prophe-
cies were clear that He would be
“a Man of sorrows, and acquaint-
ed with grief.” (Isaiah 53:1-3.)
This was not a flattering descrip-
tion of a great King, and Israel’s
leaders should have known
what to expect.

But those leaders were not
pleased with God’s arrange-
ments. It would have been un-
fortunate had they only turned
their backs upon Him and
refused to co-operate; but worse
than that, they persecuted Him,
and finally, thru co-operation
with the Roman authorities, put
Him to death. Those leaders
went still further, in that they
accepted the responsibility for
their act, inviting its conse-
guences to fall upon them and

upon their posterity.—Matthew
27: 25,

Let us remember that these
were, and still are, God’s chosen
people, who had covenanted to
keep God’s laws, hence the re-
sults of their acts and words
were inescapable. It may seem
strange to those unaccustomed
to weighing principles from the
standpoint of cause and effect
—sowing day, and reaping
later—that the present genera-
tion should suffer as a result of
the accumulated crimes of pre-
ceding generations. But that is
exactly where the Jews—and in
act all mankind-—stand today.
The sins of the fathers are be-
ing visited upon the children on
a colossal scale in these, our
momentous times.

The law of cause and effect
is nowhere more prominently
imarked than on the present
generation. The seeds of past
sowing have developed and
brought forth a crop, and this
is the harvest time. The events
of today are the natural issues
of the times that have gone be-
fore. The leaders of the Jews,
on their part, said of their Mes-
siah, “His blood be upon us, and
on our children.” Their propo-
sition was accepted. Jesus said,
“Your house is left unto you
desolate,” and how great has
been that desolation!-—~Matthew
23: 38,
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About thirty-seven years after
the divine sentence was pro-
nounced upon Israel, their deso-
lation began. In A. D. 70. when
Jerusalem ™ was crowded with
multitudes who came for the
Passover, Titus imprisoned the
inhabitants, within the walls of
the city and they became a prey,
killed and ate their children.
The number that perished, ac-
cording to the historian, was
over a million, and the city was
reduced to ashes.

The surviving remnant went
as exiles into all nations and
were driven from country to
country and from province to
province, deprived of' almost
every privilege enjoyed by other
men. The historian says, “In
France, Germany, England and
Italy they were circumscribed
in their rights by decrees and
laws of the ecclesiastical as well
as the civil powers, laws which
excluded Jews from all honor-
able occupations. They were
driven from place to place, com-
pelled to subsist almost entirely
upon mercantile occupations
and usury. They could
wn no land, belong to no guild,
and they found all mankind a-
gainst them.”

The fact that God. permitted
all this for the Jews’ ewn good,
does not excuse the guilt of
those who were responsible for
their unhappy plight thruout

the centuries. Nor does it excuse
those who now are continuing
the program of hatred against
this historic people. Surely no
Christian, who has the spirit of
Christ, will do anything to en-
courage or aid such a program.
It is the Christian’s privilege
now to speak comfortably to the
Jews by assuring them that
God’s fixed time to deliver them
is at hand.—Isaiah 40:1, 2,

It is because the Jews have
truly been God’s chosen people,
that He has dealt with them
with a view to their ultimate
deliverance and salvation. God’s
promise is, “Mine eyes are upon
all their ways: they are not hid
from My face; neither is their
iniquity hid from Mine eyes.

I will recompense their
iniquity and their sin double.”
(Jeremiah) 16:16-18. This
“double” period of punishment
—mentioned also in Isaiah 40:1,
2, and Zechariah 9:12—is a time
measurement, the central point
of which was at the first advent
of Jesus. It Legan when God
first recognized the children of
Israel as a nation, namely, at the
death of Jacob. We are now liv-
ing at the close of the secend
half of that “double,” and al-
ready God’s providences are
overshadowing the Jews, estab-
blishing them in the land He
promised to their fathers.

But the case for the Jews, as
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we read it in the promises of
God, makes clear that their fi-
nal deliverance from their ene-
mies, and their restoration to
the Promised Land, was also to
be accompanied by trouble, in
many respects the 'most severe
they ever experienced. The fact
that reportedly two millions of
Jews have already been killed
in Europe under the Nazi re-
gime; and that the purpose has
been to destroy them all, is no
argument against the fact that
God’s time has come to bless
them, but rather the reverse.
The very time of their deliver-
ance is prophetically described
as one ‘‘of fear,
peace.”—Jeremiah 30:3,5, 11.

Victory for the United Na-
tions will undoubtedly remove
the present threat against the
Jews in Europe. It seems rea-
sonably certain that their prob-
lem will come up for solution
at the Peace Table. The Jews
themselves, thru the Zionist Or-
ganization, are carefully prepar-
ing their case, demanding that
Palestine be put more fully at
their disposal and under their
control as a haven for the hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews who
will need a home following the
war.

It seems reasonable to sup-
pose that some favorable ar-
rangement involving the ILand
of Promise will be made for the

and not of

Jews, and that large numbers
of them will find their way
there during the general recon-
struction period following the
war. But their troubles will
not be over. Ezekiel 38 and
Zechariah 14, tell of a final as-
sault against the Jews who have
returned to their land and who
are dwelling peacefully there.
This attack, the prophecies in-
dicate, will be " made by armies
coming down from the north.

It will be at this point that
God will manifest His power on
behalf of Israel, and they will
be miraculously saved from
destruction by their enemies.
Thus will all nations know that
the hated Jews have been in-
deed God’s chosen people. Not
that He has overlooked - their
sins ahy more than He has
overlooked the sins of others,
for all bear witness of how they
have suffered for their sins. But
out of that suffering, God will
work out His divine purpose in
these children of promise. '

THE JEW AND THE WAR
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of prophecy~of interest to both
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each, in any quantity.
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THE POWER OF WORDS

“So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth:

it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish

that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.”-—Isaiah 55:11

WORDS are the conveyors of
thot, and thot is the basis of all
intelligent action. Words, there-
fore, are powerful, in that they
induce action along the lines of
the thots which they convey.
God’s words are powerful for
the accomplishment of His good
purposes in the hearts and lives
of His people.

Evil words, contrary to the
plan and Spirit of God, are also
powerful in the lives of those

who yield to their influence.
Those who have consecrated

themselves to do God’s will, as
expressed by His words, need to
be constantly on guard against
the counter-influences of evil
words and messages which daily
seek to intrude themselves upon
their minds to draw them away

from God and from co-operating
with Him in His plans.

Our text tells us that God’s
Word is as certain to be fulfilled
as the natural processes of earth
are productive and that it will
accomplish what He pleases.
This, of course, is a reference to
the manner in which God car-
ries out His plan pertaining to
the salvation of the human race,
in so far as it has to do with the
mental co-operation of those
who participate in it. The exer-
cise of physical power in the
cutworking of the divine plan is
ir accordance with God’s Word,
and not apart from it. By obey-
ing God’s Word and thus co-
operating with Him, His Word is
being fulfilled in us as His work-
manship.—Ephesians 2: 10.



§ THE DAWN

The physical power of God
cannot be resisted. It is this
power that created and governs
the universe. It is this power
that produces and maintains life.
The power of God’s words can,
however, be resisted by His in-
telligent creatures, for one of
His own laws by which He is
governed forbids the coercion of
the mind of any of His creatures.
He is interested only in the de-
votion of those who obey Him
willingly; that is, those who
“make up their own minds” to
be guided by His words rather
than by the words of another, or
by their own desires.

In Isaiah 51:16 we are given a
more definite statement of what
it is that God accomplishes by
the power of His words. We
quote: “And I have put My
words in thy mouth, and I have
covered thee in the shadow of
Mine hand, that I may plant the
heavens, and lay the foundations
of the earth, and say unto Zion,
Thou art My people.” Obviously
this is not a reference to the
planting of the literal heavens
nor to laying the foundations of
the literal earth, for this had
been accomplished long hefore
these words were written. The
reference is to the “new heavens
and new earth” which God
promised to create.

Isaiah 65:17-25 presents a def-
inite divine promise to create a
new heavens and new earth, and

the passage shows very clearly
that it does not concern a new
planetary system, nor s new
planet earth, but rather a new
governmental arrangement for
the blessing of the human race
upon the earth already created.
In 2 Peter 3:13, the apostle re-
minds us of this promise and ex-
plains that righteousness will
characterize the new Kingdom
when it is _established.

In Réelation 21:1-4—the
Book which specializes in visions
of things previously prophesied
and promised—dJohn says that
he saw the new heavens and
new earth. Like Isaiah, John
also associates the new Jerusa-
lem with the new heavens; and
also like Isaiah, John sees rad-
ical changes upon this earth,
even to the destruction of dis-
ease and death. While Isaiah
indicates that those who die at a
hundred years of age will be
mere infants, and their death
will be because they continue to
be sinners, John sees the picture
developed still further, even to
the point where “there shall be
no more death.”

That these promised new heav-
ens and new earth, therefore, are
in reality the Kingdom of Christ
there can be no doubt—the
“heavens” being the spiritual, or
heavenly phase of that Kingdom,
and the “earth,” the material, or
earthly phase. Those who serve
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in either phase of that Kingdom
will have the privilege and hon-
or of doing so only because they
have obeyed the words of God
and thereby have been prepared
for the position which they will
occupy.
PAUL’S VISION

In 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, the
apostle tells us of a wonderful
vision in which he was caught
down the stream of time to when
the new heavens and new earth
were established. He speaks of
the new heavens as the “third”
heavens, and the new earth as
“paradise.” He explains that in
connection with this vision he
heard unspeakable “words”
which were not lawful for a man
to utter. It seems reasonable to
suppose that these “words” are
the very ones by which God
plants the new heavens and lays
the foundations of the new earth.

To Paul they were at the time
unspeakable words, not lawful
to be uttered verbatim; yet who
can doubt that they greatly in-
fluenced the nature of his minis-
try, enabling him to put a depth
of meaning into what he wrote
and spoke which otherwise
would have been impossible. It
was probably because of this
that the Apostle Peter, in telling
us of God’s promise of the new
heavens, observes that in Paul’s
epistles there are some things
“hard to be understood.”-—2 Pe-
ter 3:16.

Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians
is one in which he reveals con-
siderable concerning the “plant-
ing” of the “heavens.” And it is
noteworthy that in this lesson
the apostle stresses the power of
the words of God in"the lives of
those who are endeavoring to
qualify for joint-heirship with
Christ in the “heavenlies.” When
we try to contemplate something
of what is involved in such a
high calling, our faith might be
inclined to stagger at the thot
that we could ever attain to such
a glory, but the apostle assures
us that it is all by grace, and is
the “gift of God.”

“We are His workmanship,”
the apostle explains, “created in
Christ Jesus.” It is not coinci-
dence that Paul here uses the
word “created” in referring to
the work God is accomplishing
in the lives of Christians. He, no
doubt, had in mind God’s prom-
ise to “create” a new heavens,
and in this epistle he tells us
about this; first that Christ was
highly exalted to be the chief
one in the ‘“heavenlies”, and
that the church, who by faith
dwells with Him in the heaven-
lies now, will finally be exalted
with Him. Thus are we “created
in Christ Jesus.”

CHRIST’S POSITION
IN THE HEAVENLIES

Note Paul’s reference in Ephe-
sians 1:20 to Christ’s exalted
position in the “heavenlies.”
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(The word “places” in the Eng-
lish text does not appear in the
Greek.) Verse 21 explains that
this high exaltation has to do
with rulership and authority;
that Christ had been exalted
above all present spiritual au-
thority, whether good or evil,
and is seated at the right hand
of the Heavenly Father. These
“principalities and powers” are
later referred to in this epistle,
where Paul shows them to be
battling against Christians to
prevent their attaining joint-
heirship with Christ in the heav-
enlies.—Ephesians 6:12.

But how did Jesus attain to
such an exalted position? Did
the words of God have anything
to do with it? Let us go back to
the time when Jesus entered
upon His earthly ministry. We
are told that while He prayed
“the hLeaven” was opened to
Him. (Luke 3:21.) Luke doesn’t
inform us concerning the nature
of the Master’s prayer on this
occasion, but the Apostle Paul
(Hebrews 10:6, 7,) writing un-
der inspiration of the Holy Spir-
it, does. It was the expression of
Christ’s consecration to do His
Heavenly Father’'s will—the
plan which had been outlined
for Him in the “volume of the
book,” that is, the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

In keeping with our text, this
was simply a yielding on the

part of Jesus to the influence of
the words of God in His life.
These words were to accomplish
great things for Him because of
His obedience to them. He con-
formed His whole life to their
requirements, and thru obedi-
ence to them, even at the cost of
great suffering, He was “made
perfect.” That is, thru obedi-
ence to the words of God, Jesus
was preBared for the highly ex-
alted position in the divine plan
which was mapped out for Him.

And what was that position?
It was to be the chief one in the
promised ‘“new heavens’—the
spiritual phase of the Messianic
Kingdom. It was at the time of
His presenting Himself to fulfil
the words of God that the “heav-
ens were opened unto Him.”
(Matthew 3:16.) From then on
He began to see a depth of
meaning in the written words of
God which hitherto He had not
fully discerned. God reveals His
secrets—His hidden truths—on-
ly to those who are sincerely de-
termined to do them. (Deuter-
onpmy 29:29.) The heavens
were opened to Jesus because
the Father, who could read His
heart, knew that He was sin-
cere in His declaration, ‘Lo I
come to DO Thy will,” Let no
one suppose that they can enjoy
a knowledge of the deep things
of God unless they are prepared
to do the will of God revealed
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therein!

It was at this point, also, in
the Master’s life that the heav-
enly way was opened up to Him.
He now began that three and
one-half year journey which
ended in His actual exaltation to
the right hand of God in the
“heavenlies.” Not only were
spiritual truths pertaining to the
plan of God made plain to Him,
because of His consecration to
do the will of God, but by His
resolute determination to sub-
mit to the molding influences of
God’s words, His place in the
new heavens became accessible
to Him. The words of God there-
fore, were the means of guiding
the Master in His holy conversa-
tion and godliness that bhegan
the planting of the heavens.

SEATED WITH HIM

But the work of planting the
heavens did not cease with the
exaltation of Jesus, the words of
God not yet having accomp!isiied
their full purpose along this line.
In John 17:14-19, Jesus explains
that He had given the words of
God to His disciples in order
that they, like Himself, might be
sanctified, or set apart to do the
will of God, by yielding to their
influence. Prior to Pentecost,
the words of God were not
wholly available to the church.
Jesus said to His disciples that
there were many things which
they could not then understand,

but that when the Spirit of truth
would come, it would guide
them into all truth.—John 16:
12, 13.

The point is that the words of
God—those enlightening, guid-
ing, comforting and molding
words—which prepared Jesus
{or heavenly glory, were intend-
ed by the Heavenly Father to
continue on their mission of
planting the heavens until the
body members of the church,
also, were, like their Head, pre-
pared by them for their place in
the “new heavens.” Can we
hope, therefore, to attain joint-
heirship with the Master upon
any other condition than full
obedience to those words?

And how clear the apostle
makes this for us. Ephesians
1:3 reads, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with
all spiritual hlessings in the
beavenlies in Christ.,” In chap-
ter 2:6 we are told that it is our
privilege to be seated with Christ
in the “heavenlies.” What won-
drous grace divine is thus re-
vealed! Chapter 1:9 declares
that God has made known unto
us the mystery of His will, “ac-
cording to His good pleasure
which He hath purposed in
Himself.”

Yes, by means of His words,
God has made known unto us
His wondrous plan, and the
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place to which we are invited in
that plan, and has made His will
plain\to us that we may do it.
If we obey His words, and are
thus conformed to His will, they
become a power in our lives
which will ultimately lead to
glory, honor and immortality. In
any case, God’s words will not
return unto Him void. As our
text declares, they will accom-
plish that which He pleases.
What an incentive to faithful-
ness it should be to realize that
His good pleasure will be ac-
complished in us, f we obey
His words fully. But it is possi-
ble to receive the grace of God
in vain, in which case His good
pleasure will be accomplished in
the life of another whom He will
choose to take our place.

THE JOYS OF FAITH

When the apostle asserts that
it is our privilege even now to
be seated avith Christ in the
heavenlies, He doesn’'t mean
that the church in the flesh is
now exalted and reigning with
Christ. We may compare this
thot with Colossians 3:1, where
the apostle says, “If ye then he
risen with Christ, seek thosz
things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God.” This doesn’t mean that
Christians have already partici-
pated in the “first resurrection,”
and are actually living with
Christ. Being seated with Christ

in the heavenlies, and being
risen with Him, are expressions
by which Paul is seeking to ex-
plain the joys of faith and hope
which belong to Christians even
while still actually in the flesh.

Before we came into this
blessed relationship with Christ
we were, as the apostle explains,
“dead in trespasses and sins.”
We “walked according to the
course of this world, according
te the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience.”
(Ephesians 2:1,2.) In other
words, we were a part of the
devil’'s world, yielding ourselves
in obedience to the one who is
chief in the present “heavens”—
the “prince and power of the
air.” But now, being translated
out of the kingdom of darkness
into the Kingdom of God’s dear
Son, all our hopes, aims and am-
bitions are centered there, and
to Him we render obedience.

We are no longer interested
in, nor working for, any part of
Satan’s world. We know that a
new world is soon to be estab-
lished, and that Christ will be
the new spiritual King in that
world, and if faithful to our call-
ing we will reign with Him. Be-
cause our hearts are centered in
this hope, therefore, we are said
to be seated with Christ in the
heavenlies, but actual exaltation
to that high position depends
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upon our being faithful to the
words of God, “even unto

death.”

HOW GOD’S WORDS REACH US

Jesus promised the disciples
that the Spirit of truth would
come and guide them into all
truth. But it would be errone-
ous to suppose that since Pente-
cost, when this promise was
fulfilled, God has miraculously
spoken to each follower of the
Master, or revealed His will to
them independently. In the
fourth chapter of FEphesians,
Paul explains the manner in
which the words of God are
made available to the church,
that it is thru apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers.
He also explains that all the
body members have the privi-
lege of speaking the truth in
love, that they may grow up into
Christ in all things.

Thus Paul outlines the very
practical manner in which the
words of God are made known
to each member of the church,
and our obedience to His words
includes recognition of this ar-
rangement and a humble «co-
operative action therewith. God
has His own way about every-
thing, even to the method by
which His words are imparted
to His people. He will not de-
part from that way to accommo-
date us by conforming to our
ways.

When Saul of Tarsus was
struck down on the Damascus
road, and inquired what the
Lord would have him to do, he
was told to go into the city and
there it would be told him what
to do. Paul oheyed, and the
Lord sent a humble servant,
Ananias, to present the words of
God to him. Had Paul insisted
on getting this information di-

rect from the Lord, rather than

thru one of His servants, would
he mnot have proved himself
unworthy of the high position
which he later occupied?

First among the divinely ap-
pointed human messengers to
the church are the prophets and
apostles. The Old Testament
prophets were used to record
miraculously the words of God,
but these words were not avail-
able—in the sense of being un-
derstandable—for the guidance
of the church until Pentccost.
They constituted the guiding
star of Jesus’ ministry hecause
He was given the Holy Spirit
without measure, which enabled
Him to understand the meaning
of what had been written.

Jesus not only was thus able
to comprehend the meaning of
the words of God which had
been recorded for His instruc-
tion, but in His full obedience
to them, He furnished a perfect
example for the guidance of His
followers as they endeavor to
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obey the same instructions. And
then, at Pentecost, came another
revealing dispensation of the
Holy Spirit, this time upon the
apostles, enabling them to recall
and properly interpret the
words of God as given to them
by Jesus, and illuminating their
minds also concerning the mean-
ing of the Old Testament writ-
ings.

Thus we see how wonderfully
complete has been God’s pro-
vision of inspired servants for
the church, the chiefest of whom
is Jesus Himself. There is no
need for further miraculous rev-
elations of truth, and those who
look for them, or who base their
hopes upon special visions or
revelations which they imagine
the Lord has given to them ouv
to their friends, are surely mak-
ing a mistake which will lead
them away from God rather
than closer to Him,

OTHER SERVANTS NECESSARY

But we are not to make the
mistake of supposing that the
inspired servants of the church
are all we need. The words of
Jesus, the prophets and apostles
are indeed the only inspired au-
thority in the church, and their
testimony must be the end of all
controversy in the lives of those
who are fully consecrated to do
God’s will; but we do need addi-
tional help-—not inspired help,
but help to understand the in-

spired messages, In other words,
the Bible itself, despite its posi-
tion of authority in the church,
is supplemented by other aids
which the Christian needs.

The reason we are so sure of
this is hecause the apostle enu-
merates as “gifts” of God to the
church, other servants besides
those who are inspired—that is,
pastors, teachers, and evangel-
ists. Certainly the church needs
every provision God has made
for the edifying of its members.
Any consecrated follower of the
Master would he displaying a
self-sufficient attitude to insist
that he doesn’t need all of God’s
gracious provisions for the
church, ‘

And who are these other serv-
ants of the church? The second
and third chapters of Revelation
mention seven of them, calling
them angels, or messengers to
the seven churches. These seven
cm es seem clearly to depict
seven 3%ﬂgcs in the churcl’s de-
velopment, reaching from the
beginning to the end of the age.
Apparently each of these stages
of the church has been blessed
by God in that He has furnished
a special messenger for the pe-
riod,

The glorious light of truth
now shining upon the sacred
pages of the Bible reached the
church thru the seventh messen-
ger, who is identified further in
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Matthew 24:45 as‘“‘that servant”
whom the Lord, when He re-
turned, would use to serve “meat
in due season” to the household
of faith. How much of rich spir-
itual blessings thousands of the
Lord’s people would have failed
to enjoy, had they rejected the
words of the Liord that were
given thru this specially used
servant of God! Not that this
servant or other uninspired serv-
ants of the church brings things
to light that are not already in
the Bible, but because God uses

them to call attention to His in-

spired words as they are spe-
cially needed by His consecrated
people.
ECCLESIA SERVANTS

The Lord’s further arrange-
ment for the church is that each
local group or ecclesia (Greek,
gvvdnola), should appoint, by a
stretching forth of the hand, its
own servants, called elders and
deacons. These also have their
part in helping to make God’s
words available for His people.
To ignore these servants, or to
say that we do not need them, is
tc resist the will of God and to
say that our own ways are bet-
ter than His.

Besides those specially ap-
pointed to serve in the church,
every consecrated Christian
should be a channel thru which
the words of God may reach and
bless other consecrated lives. In

this we all have a share and are
made responsible for the use of
whatever opportunities may be
within our reach. It is for this
reason that we are admonished
to meet together for mutual
encouragement and help. The
words that we need most to hear
may not come to us from the lips
of an eloquent speaker in the
church, but from the halting,
stammering tongue of anobscure
saint of God, seeking to give
praise to Him for His boundless
grace, ,

Let us remember that the
words of God, in order to have
the fullest power in our lives,
must be spoken. It was not by
chance that God said, “I have
put My words in thy mouth, . . .
that T may plant the heavens.”
(Isaiah 51:16.)  True, God’s
words must also be in our hearts,
but in this particular text He
is emphasizing the basis upon
which His words are powerful
in the accomplishing of His good
purpose to create a new heavens
and a new earth; and He would
have us remember that the se-
cret of the power contained in
those words is that they bhe spo-
ken, that is communicated from
one to another.

1t is not enough that we mere-
ly hear the words of God, for
the hearing of them only, will
accomplish little. We must he
doers, also. There must not only
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be an inflow of the message into
our hearts, but also an outflow
thru our lips, if God’s words are
to work the transformation in
our lives intended. If there is
not both an inflow and outflow
of God’s words, the message in
us will become largely sterile
and ineffective so far as being a
creative power in our lives.

And while we are to appreci-
ate all the various servants God
has ordained to minister to us in
the church, we are not to over-
loek the nature of their ministry.
There are pastors, teachers and
evangelists, All of these are for
the edification of the church.
Some may be inclined to think
that an evangelistic ministry is
exclusively for gaining adher-
ents, but seemingly the apostle
doesn’t limit it to that purpose
alone, for he includes it in the
worl of developing and perfect-
ing the saints. In this connection
see Ephesians 4: 11, 12,

The work of Christ and the
church in the next age will be
to evangelize the world, and the
Lord wants us to maintain the
spirit of evangelism in our hearts
now. It is thru evangelistic ef-
forts that the first contact is
made with those who become
consecrated members of the
body of Christ. Thus evangel-
ism is for the building up of the
church. But even tho the last
member of the body of Christ

bad been reached by the words
of God, evangelistic efforts
would be necessary for main-
taining a healthy spiritual con-
dition in the hearts of the con-
secrated.

When we lose interest in evan-
gelism, we lose sight of the great
unselfish purpose of God to en-
lighten and bless the world; and
when we lose sight of this we
cease to grow into His image
and likeness of love. Instead, we
become self-centered and ego-
tistical. Conscious of the fact
that we understand the Bible
better than many, we forget that
we enjoy this blessing only by
God’s grace, and, as a result,
begin to think that we are better
than others. This condition does
not develop all at once, nor do
those who are thus overreached
by it recognize their ailment.
They may decide that those who
are-_unselfishly devoting their
lives te_ bless others with the
truth are\wrong, and that they,
in their attitude of self-satisfied
seclusion, are right.

Let us, dear brethren, be on
guard against such a selfish atti-
tude. Let us remember that if
God’s words are to continue
working in our lives to prepare
us for a position with Christ in
the new heavens, we must speak
those words ourselves, not only
to fellow-members of the body
of Christ, but to others as well.



Profitable if Endured

TEMPTATIONS, GOOD AND EVIL

“Let mo man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with ewvil, neither
tempteth He any mon.”—James 1:13

WHILE the word temptation
is ususally employed to describe
a seduction to do wrong, yet it
also properly can be used to de-
note a trial or testing along good
lines. God cannot be tempted
with evil, nor does He thus
tempt anyone, but there is a
difference between the tempta-
tions which He considers proper,
and those which come from the
adversary, or from our own fall-
en flesh.

The temptations which God
employs for the good of His peo-
ple are tests of loyalty to Him
and to the principles of right-
eousness. They are intended
be a blessing to all who en-
dure them, and who pass the
tests by maintaining their loyal-
ty to Him and to His will. In
Genesis 22:1, we read that God
did “tempt” Abraham. This
was not a temptation to do
wrong, but to do what God asked
him to do. Abraham was given
an opportunity to demonstrate
his faith in God and loyalty to
Him by offering up his beloved
son in sacrifice.

Likewise God tempts, or tests
all His people by revealing His
will and giving them an opportu-
nity to do it, oftentimes at the

cost of sacrifice and suffering.
He sets before us the opportuni-
ty of doing things for Him which,
from the standpoint of the flesh
we would shrink from doing
even as Abraham must have
found it quite contrary to his
natural inclinations to offer Isaac
in sacrifice. We should not lose
sight of this fact! God does
many wondrous things for us.
The depth of His mercy and
grace is beyond adequate com-
prehension. On the other hand,
He expects us to do things for
Him, not to enrich Him, nor be-
cause He needs our help, but to
prove our loyalty to the princi-
ples of righteousness which are
the foundation of His throne, in
order that He might further
bhless us.

The temptations of Satan are
always along the lines of evil,
and are designed to draw us
from God rather than nearer to
Him. His temptations appeal to
the natural inclinations of our
fallen flesh, and only by the
Spirit and power of the Lord
are we able to resist them suc-
cessfully. Satans’s temptations
are often very subtle. He makes
evil appear good, and thus sets
a snare for us, by which, if we

17



18 THE DAWN

are not living near to the Lord,
we will be entrapped.

Satan tempted Jesus along
three different lines, all of
which were appeals to avoid the
course of sacrifice and to exalt
Himself in the eyes of the
people and become ruler over
them. Jesus knew it was the
divine will that eventually He
should become Xing of the
whole earth; but He knew, also,
that first He was to lay down
His life in sacrifice as man’s
Redeemer. This knowledge,
and His full confidence in the
wisdom of God’s plan, protected
and strengthened Him to resist
the “wiles of the devil.”

We, too, who have been called
to follow in the footsteps of the
Master, and, enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, know that God’s
will for us is that we sacrifice
the flesh and its interests and
set our affections on things
above, not on the things of the
earth. But Satan seeks ever to
divert our minds away from
these spiritual aspirations, and,
instead, to have us mind the
things of the flesh; so the apostle
emphasizes that we are tempt-
ed when we are drawn away by
our own lusts, or desires, and en-
ticed to follow acourse contrary
to the one of sacrifice in which
we have covenanted to walk,

The flesh is ever ready to co-
operate with Satan’s sugges-

tions. In fact, the flesh holds
bhack from sacrifice anyway, and
Satan’s wiles help the mind of
the flesh to out-reason the mind
of the Spirit. So the struggle
goes on, and we will find it nec-
essary to draw deeply from the
fountain of divine strength in
order that we may be strong
enough to resist the powerful
influences exerted against us as
new creatures in Christ Jesus—
influences of Satan and the
world over which he is prince,
exerted thru our fallen flesh
which is a ready ally in any
scheme that will lead us out of
the narrow way of sacrifice.

God helps us to resist these
temptations, not only by His
promises of grace to help in time
of need, but also by setting be-
fore us compensating joys of
faith, Jesus Himself was assist-
ed in this manner—for the joy
that-was set before Him”—He
was enabled to endure the cross
and to des\plse the shame, in spite
of the fact that Satan tempted
Him with suggestions of fleshly
ease and worldly honor., (He-
brews 12:2.) His peace and joy
will be ours if we follow the
same course of faithfulness to
the divine will. The way of the
cross is not pleasant to the flesh
but the spiritual joys far out-
weigh the material losses; so by
divine grace we can—and will—
continue in the way of sacrifice.



Reinforcements Assured

Protection in Battle

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear Him, and delivereth them.”—Psalm 34:7

ONE of the illustrations used in °

the Scriptures to depict the Chris~
tian life is that of being a soldier.
This is appropriate because those
who follow in the footsteps of the
Master are constantly beset by en-
emies, and to be a victorious Chris-
tian it is necessary to fight against
these enemies. However, the Bible
also makes it plain that a Christian
soldier would be quite impotent in
the face of his enemies except for
the fact that he battles under the
leadership of Christ, the Captain of
his salvation, and is assured of all
necessary reinforcements from the
storehouse of divine grace. It does
not make any difference how pow-
erful our enemies may be, or how
subtle, for thru Christ we can con-
guer. While we realize that we are
powerless to resist our adversaries
in our own strength, yet we know
that “greater is He who is for us
than all that be against us,” for we
battle under the protection of the
Almighty.—1 John 4:4; Romans
8:31.

One of the means of strength
provided by the Lordis knowledge,
described in Ephesians 6:10-18 as
the “armor of God.” Paul says
that we need to put on this armor
because our battle is against the
wiles of the devil. Satan does not
attack by means of physical force
so much as thru the mind, by de-
ceitful theories and suggestions
by which he attempts to lure us
away from God and from the
means of protection which He pro-

vides. The armor of truth and
righteousness is absolutely essen-
tial if we are to be protected a-
gainst the onslaughts of the devil.

If we have on the whole armor
of God, and are consfantly on the
alert to do the divine will, other
means of protection are provided
by the Lord. One of these is men-
tioned in our text which declares
that “The angel of the Lord en-
campeth round -akbout them that
fear Him, and delivereth them.”
These angels are referred to by
the apostle as “ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation.”—He-
brews 1:13,14.

Jesus referred to these in connec-
tion with His own experiences, de~
claring that He could ask the Fa-
ther and more than twelve legions
of angels would be sent to protect
Him. (Matthew 26:53.) In this in-
stance the protection referred to
was physical, and Jesus, recog-
nizing that it was the Father’s
will for Him to die, did not ask for
this protection.

But the angels are available for
the assistance of the Christian in
whatever manner may be God's
will. Of this we can be assured.
And how blessed to realize that
they are constantly on the alert for
this purpose, that they “encamp”
about those who fear the Lord,
ready at any instant and under all
circumstances, to give the aid nec-
essary for the deliverance of those
who reverence Him.
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Great in Humility

A ROYAL

SERVANT

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus:

who . .

. took upon Him the form of a servant, and was

made in the likeness of men.”—Philippians 2: 5-7

IT IS an hoenor to be a serv-
ant; for the Christian who serves
in the proper spirit is emulating
the example of Jesus, who, in
coming to earth to be man’s Re-
deemer, became servant of all,
Jesus, whom we should endeav-
or to copy, Himself copied the
example of the Heavenly Father,
who always has been, and ever
will be, the greatest of all serv-
ants. While it is noble to serve,
yet the true spirit of service is
that which prompts one humbly
to do for others without hope of
recognition or reward.

Jesus, in His prehuman exist-
ence, was a servant of His Heav-
enly Father, having been His
active agent in all the creative
work—“without Him was not
anything made that was made,”
declares John. (John 1:3.)
There was no loss of reputation
or no need for Him to be humil-
iated in this service. However,
His humility was exhibited in
His willingness and desire al-
ways to co-operate with His
Heavenly Father nomatter what
was required of Him. Lucifer at
that time was also a servant of
God, but, unlike the Logos,
aspired to a higher position in
20

the universe than that designed
for him. He said in his heart, “I
will be like the most High.”’—
Isaiah 14:14.

Perhaps Paul had in mind the
ambitious course of Lucifer when
he wrote concerning Jesus,
saying, “Who, being in the form
of God, thot not by robbery
to be equal with God,” but,
as our text declares, was willing,
rather, to make Himself of no
reputation, taking upon Himself
the form of a servant, “and was
made in the likeness of men.”
(Philippians 2:6, Revised Ver-
ston.) What a different attitude
was thus manifested by Him
who is now exalted to the right
hand of the Majesty on High!

Man >was created to bhe the
king of earth, hence was no
more a servant than were those
created on the various planes of
spiritual existence. The reason
that the humble servitude of
Jesus is associated with His be-
coming a man is because of
the erroneous viewpoint adopt-
ed by the human race; namely,
that those who serve are less
noble than those who are served.
Seldom, to this day, is a servant
in a family considered on an
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equality with the others. Jesus
became a “servant” in the sense
that His service was disesteemed
by men, its importance not be-
ing recognized by them.

The viewpoint of fallen man
with respect to servants is re-
flected in the attitude of the dis-
ciples prior to Pentecost. On the
night before Jesus was crucified
a dispute arose among them as
to which one would be the great-
est. They believed that their
Master was to be a great ruler
over men and that they were to
be closely associated with Him
in His Kingdom, and there was
“strife” among them as to which
one was to be the greatest in this
position of greatness.—Mark 9:
33-37; Luke 22:24.

Jesus observed their wrong
attitude-—wrong because it was
the attitude of the world—and
He said unto them, “The kings
of the Gentiles exercise lord-
ship over them; and they that
exercise authority upon them
are called benefactors. But ye
shall not be so: but he that is
greatest among you, let him be
as the younger; and he that is
chief, as he that doth serve. For
whether is greater, he that sit-
teth at meat, or he that serveth?
is not he that sitteth at meat?
but I am among you as He that
serveth.”—Luke 22:25-27.

Here Jesus acknowledged that

from the standpoint of the world
those who are served are es-

_teemed more highly than thase

who serve, but that He was es-
tablishing a new viewpoint, the
true viewpoint; namely, that
those who serve are truly the
greatest. Applying the lesson to
His disciples, He made it plain
that the greatest among them
would be the one who served
most faithfully. Adherence to
this principle is one of the things
that separates Christians from
the world and causes them to
follow a course contrary to the
spirit of the world.

The erroneous viewpoint of
the world with respect to the
matter of servants is due to
man’s fall into sin and selfish-
ness. Created to ke a king, the
rulership instinct has become
over-dominant in fallen hu-
man nature. Man’s dominion
was to be over the lower forms
of earthly creation, but men
endeavored to lord it over each
other, and those who succeed in
establishing themselves in high
positions of authority over others
are looked upon by the many as
the benefactors of the race.

But this is not God’s view-
point. One of the outstanding
characteristics of the Creator is
that He is a servant of His crea-
tures. He is, indeed, their most
faithful servant. His greatness
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in the hearts of those who are
loyal to Him is not so much be-
cause He is their ruler as it is
that He serves them. For thou-
sands of years He has continued
to serve even those who have
been in rebellion against His
will. All the material blessings
which make life possible here
upon this planet are enjoyed by
fallen man because the Creator
continues to be a servant.

Thus it can be seen that when
Jesus humbled Himself in be-
coming a servant He was but
exemplifying the Spirit of His
Father. The Father’s esteem for
Him was exalted as the Master
humbled Himself in the sight of
men. The secret of Jesus’ ability
thus to place Himself in an igno-
ble position before men, was the
fact that He so valued the es-
teem of His Father as a most
priceless . possession. He took
upon Himself the likeness of sin-
ful flesh in order that He might
condemn sin in the flesh, and
one of the ways in which He
condemned sin was in the fact
that He stood out against its
distorted viewpoint of what con-
stitutes greatness. Thus also, in
addition to giving His life as a
ransom, He set an example of
true godliness for all who turn
from a state of rebellion against
God to one of reconciliation with

Him.,

And at what great cost has He
set us this example! It was not
merely a case of cold indiffer-
ence by the world. But hate and
derision were active against the
Master until His death was ac-
complished. Thus, as the apos-
tle explains, He “became obedi-
ent unto death, even the death
of the cross”—obedience in hu-
mility; that is, in demonstrating
that to be a servant is, from the
divine standpoint, to be esteemed
as the highest exaltation.

" What meaning is contained in
those few words, ‘“even the
death of the cross.” This was the
death of criminals in Jesus’ day.
I{ was a slow, painful death; but
from the Master’s standpoint,
even worse than the physical
pain was the ignominy attached
10 it. Here was the Son of God,
who was daily the delight of His
Father, who was sent into the
world to be a great King, being
crucified upon the charges of
blasphemy and sedition. All the
scheming ability of fallen human
hearts and minds, aided by Sa-
tan, the fallen Lucifer, was em-
ployed to shame and deride Him
who, in His deepest hwmiliation,
was rendering a service to His
accusers which yet will provide
them with an opportunity for
everlasting life. In a challenge
of His greatness the deriding
chief priests, scribes and elders
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cried out, “He saved others;
Himself He cannot save.” (Mat-
thew 27:41, 42.) How little they
realized that by refusing to save
Himself in the manner they chal-
lenged Him to, Jesus was pro-
viding salvation for them, and
for the entire fallen race.
“WHEREFORE”

To Jesus the bitterness of
man’s misunderstanding and dis-
approval was more than over-
balanced by the sweetness of
His Father’s understanding and
approval. Jesus humbled Him-
self to serve fallen men, and
they, because of their debased,
selfish viewpoint, humiliated and
killed Him. But His humiliation
in the eyes of fallen flesh was
dignity and greatness to His Fa-
ther, “Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted Him, and given
Him a name which is above
every name: that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the
earth; and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father,”—Philippians 2:9-11.

Now this is a fundamentally
important lesson for all who pro-
fess to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus: for the apostle introduces
it saying, “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5.) And,

lest we lose sight of the very
sitmple and practical manner in
which we should manifest the
mind of Christ, he further ex-
plains, “Look not every man on
his own things, but every man
also on the things of others.”—
Philippians 2:4.

The basis of “strife” among
the disciples at the last Passover
supper was the question of who
would be greatest among them.
Fach one was looking to his own
interests, disregarding the inter-
ests of others. This was the
wrong way, the selfish way, Sa-
tan’s way of seeking greatness.
The ultimate, utter failure of
this self-first way is well illus-
trated by the contrasting expe-
riences of the Logos and Lucifer.

Lucifer, looking to his own in-
terests only, meditated a usurpa-
tion to be as God, and finally
will end in everlasting ignominy
and eternal death. The IL.ogos
humbled Himself, becoming low-
er in nature than originally cre-
ated, continued in the course of
humility even unto the death of
the cross, and is now exalted to
the divine nature, and to a posi-
tion at the right hand of the
throne of God.~—Philippians 2:6,
Diaglott; Hebrews 12:2.

The disciples had not learned
this lesson. They wanted to he
great, and knew of no other way
of attaining greatness except at
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the expense of others. They did
not understand, and could not,
until enlightened by the Holy
Spirit, that the true path to
greatness and glory was that of
service—considering the inter-
ests of others even before their
own. And this is a hard lesson
for even the Spirit-begotten fol-
lowers of Jesus today to learn,
and even harder to practice.

Many are the cunning sophis-
tries of selfish human reasonings
which attempt to convince new
creatures in Christ that the way
of self-abnegation is extreme and
unnecessary. These reasonings
tend to influence us both as indi-
viduals and as groups. We may,
for example, try to convince our-
selves and others that the time
is now too short to be interested
in others, that we should devote
all the remaining days of our
earthly pilgrimage to preparing
ourselves for exaltation in the
Kingdom. What subtle reason-
ing, and how it appeals to the
viewpoint of the flesh. In reality
the entire life of Jesus was spent
in the interest of others and in
preparation for exaltation. The
climax of His life for others was
reached upon the cross, and there
He qualified for His present high
position by giving Himself a ran-
som for all.

The time can never be so short
that it is too late to think of and

serve others. While Jesus was
hanging on the cross He deliv-
ered a message of hope to the
dying thief, telling him of the
hope of restitution in the re-
stored paradise. Had Jesus, even
at this last moment, decided
that He would think only of His
own interests, and turned a
deaf ear to the inquiring thief,
would it not have been contra-
ry to the true spirit of service
for which He came into the
world? Even during those last
hours upon the cross He served
Himself best by forgetting self
and thinking of others.

The matter of minding the
things of others enters into and
helps to make Godlike every
phase of a Christian’s life. It
helps to smooth out difficulties
that may arise in the church;
for many of the difficulties and

problems that arise among
brethren~in Christ are due to
some ong, or~-more in a congre-

gation displaying too much self-
interest in disregard of the in-
terests and rights of others. A
brother, for example, may seem-
ingly be imbued with the spirit
of service, yet think of service
only from the standpoint of
being prominently before the
brethren as a teacher. Such an
attitude is not the true spirit of
service, but what Jesus de-
scribed as the spirit of the Gen-
tiles who, by ruling over others,
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consider themselves to be ben-
efactors. It is an attitude, fur-
thermore, which can engender
strife and rivalry among the
people of God.

The spirit of true humility in

service is that which prompts
one to sacrifice himself for the
good of others, and wholly

without respect to present re-
ward in the way of appreciation,
praise, or positions of honor—a
willingness to serve unnoticed
and unknown; and if need be,
at the cost of misrepresentation
and persecution. It is just such
an example that we have in
Jesus, who made Himself of no
reputation, but in due time was
exalted, not by Himself, but by
His Father. Let us humble our-
selves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God that He
may exalt us also in due time!
--1 Peter 5:6.

The idea that greatness con-
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sists of being in a position to
lord it over and to be served by
others has been responsible for
much of the suffering experi-
enced by fallen man since the
days of Eden. It is a selfish,
erroneous viewpoint, inspired by
the fallen Lucifer, and used by
him to lead men away from God
and His service. No Christian
can be governed by such a view-
point, and at the same time be
an acceptable follower of the
Master. : :

Satan is the god, or ruler of
this present evil world. (Gala-
tians 1:4.) We, as Christians are
called out of the world, and have
sworn allegiance to a new Ruler;
namely Christ, whose principle
of love must now govern our
Lives. Like Jesus, our faithful-
ness to this principle is one of the
things which will qualify us for
rulership in the new world
where righteousness will dwell.

@

. . ’
"“Sometimes Methinks

THERE is a legend that an earnest Christian man of years
ago, holding to the faith of the Quakers, said to his good wife,
“Everybody is queer but me and thee, and sometimes methinks
that even thou art a little queer.” This attitude, so unlike the

gpirit manifested by Christ, is one against which all followers.

of the Master need constantly to struggle. It seems to be a
trait of fallen human nature to conclude that our opinions are
so far superior to those of others, that they who do not agree
with us cannot possibly be living as close to the Lord, or be as
“gpiritual” or “deep” in the truth as ourselves. While recog-

nizing the folly of the old Quaker’s philosophy, let us be care-.

ful lest we too fall prey to the same egotistical reasoning.



Decision OGur Part

Strength From the Lord

“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge.”—2 Peter 1:5

WITBOUT faith it is impossible
to please God (Hebrews 11:6), and
genuine faith is sure to be mani-
fested in works, for faith without
works is dead. (James 2:17,20.)
Success aleng any line of endeavor
depends upon enthusiasm and dil-
igence. To undertake anything in
a dilatory, half-hearted fashion, is
a sure way to fail, and this is true
in.spiritual matters as well as ma-
terial. This is why Peter admon-
ishes that we give “all diligence”
in adding virtue to our faith. To
give “all” diligence implies the
greatest effort possible—not mere-
ly a good effort, but the best that
we are capable of making.

The term ‘“virtue” as here used
is from a Greek word meaning
strength, or fortitude. Christian
strength of character is vitally as-
sociated with faith—faith in God;
faith in His promises, and faith
that His will for us is the best. Dil-
igence in adding fortitude to our
faith is manifested principally in
being definite and positive in the
decisions we make to do the divine
will. Lack of positive determina-
tion to do right, leaves the way
open for failure.

But the secret of attaining Chris-
tian fortitude is not alone the mat-
ter of being positive in making de-
cisions. We can’t imagine the A-
postle Paul as ever being anything
else but positive and definite in
everything which he undertook

vet he testifies that since becoming
a Christian and thus being en-
lightened he realized he was not
successful in doing that which he
wanted to do—"for to will is pres-~
ent with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not.”’—-
Romans 7:18.

Christian strength of character,
therefore, involves more than that
which is ehtainable thru our own
efforts. It is not a matter of under-
standing and controlling human
behavior along natural lines, for
fallen human behavior cannot be
controlled to a point pleasing to
God.  Paul found that out, and
every Christian who is sincere
in appraising his own attainments
rvealizes how far short he comes
from reaching the divine standard.

But we can will to do right, and
then trust in divine strength to up-
hold usunder trial. When we think
of self we tremlle, but when we
look to the™Lord we are strong.

Thus we see that Christian forti-
tude is made up first of our own de-
cision to do God’s will, and then a
confident reliance upon God to ful-
fil all of His reassuring promises
to give us grace and strength for
every time of need. Even then,
there will be slips and failures, for
God permits these to keep us hum-
ble and to remind us of the neces-
sity of leaning more firmly upon
Him.

SRR
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LOVE REQUIRED OF THE NEW CREATION

“If we love one another God dwelleth in us, and His
love is perfected in wus.”—1 John 4:12

HERE is a great difference

hetween human or animal
love, such as the members of a
family have for one another, and
that love to which this text re-
fers. The love required of mem-
bers of the body of Christ is a
love resulting from mutual rela-
tionship to the Lord, and comes
from the Spirit of God dwelling
in them—a God-like love—which
marks them as of His Spirit,
having been begotten to His dis-
position, There should be some-
thing about. the character of the
Lord’s people which would dem-
onstrate on all occasions that
they possess true love for one
another. If this is not the case
the lack of love would be a re-
flection upon them all.

As we learn to love one anoth-
er the love of God is being per-
fected in us, the true, benevolent
love which the Lord commands.
The Lordsaidthatweshouldlove
one another as He has loved us
—to the extent of being willing
to lay down our lives for one an-
other. We arz not to love some
of the brethren some of the time,
and some of the brethren all of
the time; but we should love all
of the brethren all of the time;
and overlook their frailties and
imperfections, taking that high

standpoint from which God

" views them, forgiving one anoth-

er, as God, for Christ’s sake o-
verlooks our blemishes. We
ought to forgive those who tres-
pass against us as we hope and
trust that God will forgive our
trespasses. No one can be of the
“elect” class unless this love be
perfected in him. He may not
gain so full a control of the flesh
that he will never speak sharp-
ly, hastily, etc., but he must
reach the place where he will be
perfect in intention hefore he
can be accepted as a member of
the Kingdom.

The Apostle Paul says that
“Love worketh no ill to his
neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.” (Romans
13:10.) The divine law which
the apostle had specially before
his mind was the law given to
Israel—“Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soul and with
all thy might”; and, “Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.”
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus
19:18.) This law of God fulfilled
—filled full, completely met—
requires that the heart shall be
full of love. All the mind and
soul and strength are required
to fulfil this law. “Love worketh

27
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no ill to his neighbor.” Yet one
might work ill thru ignorance
and superstition and misunder-
standing, thru imperfection of
the flesh, while his heart inten-
tions were good. Saul of Tarsus
worked much ill to his neigh-
bhors. With good intention doubt-
less, some of our Catholic friends
and some of our Protestant
friends have worked ill to their
neighbors. We cannot say that
because they worked ill to their
neighbors they had no love, but
that they did not have it to the
degree required by the law; for
perfect love would work no ill
to his neighbor. Whoever would
work ill to his neighbor, with
full knowledge, would not have
love.

GOES BEYOND THE JEWISH LAW

There is a force in the word
“therefore” in the text, “Love
worketh no ill to his neighbor,
therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.” The law was given to
restrain wrong deeds, wrong
words, wrong sentiments toward
another. That law was evidently
not intended to enumerate all
the things that should not be
done, for it works no ill. One
might, therefore, fulfil the law of
the Ten Commandments if he
works no ill to his neighbor, but
loves him as himself. The woxrd
“therefore” gives us the thot
that the apostle had in mind the
Jewish law and not the law of

the new creation. Merely ab-
staining from evil and loving our
neighbor as ourselves would not
fulfil the law as given to the new
creature by the Lord; but it
would fill the law of justice giv-
en to the Jews.

But our Lord magnified that
law and also gave us a new com-
mand. The love that would be
in His followers, His disciples,
vas shown in His words, “Love
one another as I have loved
vou.” (John 15:12.) To do this
would be far more than to do no
injury to another. It would be
laying down our lives for one
another. This is far heyond any
requirement of the law. Justice
could not say, “You must go
over and clean the snow from
your neighbor’s pavement”; but
justice would say, “You must
not throw any snow upon your
neighbor’s pavement.” But love
says~more than this. The new
law that is given to us is the law
of sacrifice. We who are in the
body of Christ must love one
another as Jesus loved us, to the
extent of sacrificing our inter-
ests, our comforts, our privileges,
in the interest of others.

He who does not find his heart
in harmony with this law of the
new creation—love, mercy, kind-
ness, gentleness, goodness—-lacks
the evidence, or proof that he is
in any sense accepted of God as

a joint-heir with Christ. If we
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have not love in our hearts for
“the brethren, and the love of
gentleness and benevolence to-
ward all men, and even toward
the brute creation, we have not
the spirit which will carry us
thru in making the sacrifices
necessary under present condi-
tions. It will be only a question
of time with such when the
power of pride or vainglory
holding them in the way of self-
sacrifice will snap asunder, and
selfishness take full control. We
are to keep the law in our minds.
But while our minds are perfect,
we find imperfections of the
flesh which hinder us from doing
all that we wish to do. Hence,
we need the sufficiency that is in
Christ. We are trusting that God
will accept the good intentions
of the heart, of the mind, instead
of counting against us the imper-
fections of our flesh.

AN AGGRESSIVE AS WELL AS
DEFENSIVE WARFARE NICESSARY

God would have us watch for
evidences of His will and profit
Ly all the experiences which He
permits to come to us in our
every day life, humbly accepting
any discipline; and having this
spirit we shall be led on from
grace to grace and from victory
unto victory. Merely to stand
and battle on the defensive is
very wearisome and gains no
victory. To gain the victory we
mus? not only put on the whole

armor of God, but we must be
heroes in the strife and wage an
aggressive warfare upon the
lusts of the eye and flesh and
pride of life and all the foes of
righteousness and purity.

Love—love for the Loxd, for
the truth and for righteousness
—must inspire us or we shall
never be victors. Love will keep
us faithful even unto death and
make us meet for the inherit-
ance of the saints in light. Where
fervent love rules in the heart it
implies that the heart is fully
submitted to the Lord, and that
means that nine-tenths of the
battle is already won. But even
then, as the Apostle Jude says
(Jude 21), we must keep our-
selves in the love of God, in
watchfulness and prayer and
zeal; and grace abound
where love abounds.

will

We keep ourselves in the love
of God by striving to do always
those things that are pleasing to
Him. He can love only perfec-
tien; and it is impossible for us
to be perfect. He perceives,
however, that our weaknesses
are not of the will but of the
flesh, and He has provided an
Advocate for us to whom we
may come if we commit trespass-
es. Thus we kezep ourselves in
the love of God and walk in the
footsteps of Jesus. Where our
footsteps may deviate from the
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way we have the precious blood
of Jesus to cleanse us, When we
have our new bodies we shall be
continually in His love and al-
ways pleasing to Him, because
we shall have no bodily imper-
fection to mar the perfection of
our will,

LET US BEWARE OF SELFISHNESS

Selfishness is the surest cause
of separation from the love of
God. When we made our conse-
cration to the Lord and He ac-
cepted us as new creatures in
Christ and begat us with the
Holy Spirit, it was because we
surrendered self. If at any time
we turn back to walk after the
flesh, we are departing from our
consecration. This might be man-
ifest in many ways; in slackness
instead of zeal; in carelessness
instead of carefulness; in a self-
ish feeling of jealousy of spirit;
or in anger, hatred, strife. All
these are so much of the old
creature—wrong conditions from
which we thot we had escaped.
In proportion as the old creature
triumphs the new creature will
fall; and thus we will gradually
cease to be in the love of God.
These wrong conditions will hin-
der the keeping of ourselves in

the love of God, which signifies
the keeping of ourselves in the
proper attitude toward God and
Jesus. We are to press on and
make our sacrifice, if possible,
larger every way to the Lord
and the brethren.

Daily and hourly we may
keep ourselves in the Lord’s love
by obedience to the principles of
righteousness and faithfulness to
our covenant and a growing love
for these. We are to rejoice in
every experience of life—its tri-
als, difficulties, sorrows, disap-
pointments, no less than in the
pleasures, if by any or all of
these means the Lord shall in-
struct us and give us clearer in-
sight into our own deficiencies
and a still clearer insight into
that perfect law of liberty and
love which He has established
and to which He requires our
full and loyal heart-submission.

In-such faithful obedience to
the truth_and earnest endeavor
to confo;m\to its principles, the
way and the truth grow more
and more precious and our will-
ing feet with joy are led in the
paths of righteousness and peace
—into life everlasting,

ReprinTs, PAGE 4849,

TOE

“My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in
sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.”—Isaiah



FREEDOM FROM FEAR

QUESTION: Will there ever
be a time upon this earth when
the people will be absolutely free
from fear?

ANSWER: Yes! In Isaiah 35:4
the Lord’s people are authorized to
say to others, “Fear not: behold
your God will come with venge-
ance, even God with a recompence;
He will come and save you.”

As Christians we can today hold
out a message of hope to mankind.
We can explain that the ultimate
purpose of God in permitting the
present great time of trouble is
that He may establish His Kingdom
and thru that Kingdom extend the
blessings of life, liberty, and hap-
piness to the pecple. “He will
come and save you,” is the way
the prophet puts it.

In a forecast of conditions which
would exist upon the earth, at the
time of His return and just pre-
ceding the establishment of His
Kingdom, Jesus declared that
there would be distress of nations
with perplexity, men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear as they look for-
ward to the things coming, but in
the same connection He told His
followers that when they would
see these things they should lift up

their heads and be encouraged.
(Luke 21:26-28.) Christians can-
not rejoice’ in human suffering,
but they can rejoice when they see
evidences of the fulfilment of
these prophecies, indicating that
soon all suffering and all death is
to cease.

The Revelator tells us that
“there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed a-
way.” (Revelation 21:4.) In Micah
4:3 is another promise of God in
which we are told of the destruc-
tion of war, and that the nations
will learn peace. Then follows a
promise that then “none shall make
them afraid.”—Micah 4:4.

When Christ’s Kingdom is rul-
ing in the earth another great fear

which has menaced millions of
people will be taken away. That
is the fear of the hereafter. The

age-old custom of frightening peo-
ple into being good is one of the
evils that will disappear whevo
Christ’s Kingdom is established.
The God of the Bible is the God
of love and mercy, and He is the
God the people will worship in His
new world of tomorrow.
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Human reason has concluded
that it is necessary to hold a whip
of fear over the people in order to
hold them in check, but the Bible
doesn’t agree. The Bible holds out
love as the incentive to serve and
obey God. Righteousness that is
based upon fear of the future is
negative at the best. In Isaiah 29:13
the Lord condemns the teachings
of fear towards Him, declaring
that it is based upon precepts of
men,

JEHOVAH—CREATOR AND FATHER

QUESTION: In the Bible, Je-
sus is designated the Savior of the
world. In Titus 3:4, God is said
to be the Savior. Are we to un-
derstand from this that God and
Jesus are one and the same?

ANSWER: No! Jesus is the
Savior of the world in that thru His
sacrificial death He redeemed man-
kind from the curse of death. But,
on the other hand, because the
Heavenly Father is the Author of
the plan of salvation, the Scrip-
tures also speak of Him as the Sav-
ior. This is truly a wonderful thot
because it presents Jehovah, the
Creator, in the true light, as being
loving and kind, and desirous of
bestowing His blessings upon the
human race. It is an erroneous
view of the benign character of
God that represents Him as be-
ing austere and unsympathetic,
demanding full punishment for
sinners; and that Jesus is the lov-
ing One, who steps in between
God and men and rescues the fall-
en race.

There are four cardinal attri-
butes of God’s character revealed
in the Bible. These are, His in-
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- of His power.
" we know
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finite wisdom, justice, love and
vower. These attributes are per-
fectly balanced and blended in the
Creator’s charvacter, and by their
manifestion in His dealings with
the human race, His glory is re-
vealed. However, it is only to the
degree that we can understand the
divine plan for the human race that
we can appreciate the heauty of the
divine character.

IHe is the great Creator of the
universe, and all nature speaks
But even so, when
what the Bible says
about His plan for human salva-

M. tion, we get a much better un-
- derstanding of God’s infinite pow-

er. That plan calls for a resur-

. rection of the dead. This can be
- accomplished only by divine pow-

er. His plan called for the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead,
and this especially is mentioned
by the Apostle Paul as an out-
standing demonstration of the
power of God.—Ephesians 1:19,20.

God is not only powerful, but
He is just and loving and is in-
{initely wise. Everything He does
must be fully in harmony with all
these attributes. Had God been
merely loving and merciful He
would not have condemned our
first parents to death, altho He
had told them that they would die
if they sinned. One of the fun-
damentals of God’s law is that
“the wages of sin is death.” (Rom.
6:23.) His justice therefore de-
manded that our first parents pay
the penalty of their sin.

However, God's wisdom and
love also enter into the picture
in that redemption was provided
thiru Jesus. The main feature of
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this redemptive work is referred
to in the Bibkle as providing a
ransom, which means a corre-
sponding price. (1 Timothy 2:3-6.)
The Scriptures tell us, “God so
loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whose-
ever believeth on Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”
—John 3:16.

This does not mean that God
has changed His mind concerning
the penalty of death., If He did
change His mind then we could
not - depend upon Him, for He
might change it again. God is un-
changeable. His Word stands, and
therefore we can have confidence
that what He says will be carried
out, and we know that He has the
power to accomplish all His pur-
poses.—Numbers 23:19; James 1:17.

God’s wisdom is displayed es-
pecially in the manner in which
He provides all mankind with an
experience with evil and its ve-
sults. There are four ways of ob-
taining knowledge; namely, by in-
formation, by observation, by ex-
perience, and by intuition. Intu-
itive knowledge belongs to God
alone. Our first parents were giv-
en knowledge by information as
to the results of sin, but this was
not sufficient. If they were to re-
ceive it by observation, it would
mean that evil would need to be
experiencd by others somewhere
in the universe, so the only meth-
od left was that of experience.
Hence God in His Wisdom per-
mitted evil to enter the world that
mankind might thus learn of its
terrible results.

God by His great power could

have created enough human beings
to fill the whole earth and thus
have the planet populated without
the process of procreation. This
would have meant that each one
would have been, individually, on
trial for life; and if those who, like
Adam, had failed under such a plan
vere to be redeemed from death,
it would have required a separate
redeemer for each one. DBut, ac-
cording to the wisdom and fore-
sight of God, Adam was held the
responsible head of the race and
his sin brought condemnation upon
all because, with condemnation to
death resting upon him, all his

children were imperfect when
born.

Thus all in Adam die, and by the
substitutionary, voluntary sacri-

fice of the perfect humanity of
Jesus, “All in Christ will be made
alive.” (1 Cor. 15:21,22.) This di-
vine provision made it possible for
Jesus, the Son of God, to redeem
the entire race. Meanwhile the
whole race has had an experience
wit%?in and death which, when
its lessans are learned, will great-
ly enh:}ce\ the everlasting joy of
all mankind.

Thus we see that God’s plan
displays His love, His justice, His
rower, and His wisdom. The more
we learn about that plan the bet-
ter we can see His glorious char-
acter revealed therein. Even the
present experiences of mankind,
which seem hard to understand,
are understandable in the light of
the wonderful future provision
God has made for the blessing of
all the people.



THE BIBLE ANSWERS 35

GOD’S REMEDY
For a Worlid Gone Mad
Send for a copy of this timely
booklet and enjoy its message
of hope, in these dark days.
One cent each in any quantity
The Dawn, 136 Fulton Street

Brooklyn, (1) N, Y.-

Canadian Address:
4 Albert Street, Toronto, Ont.

THE SON OF GOD

QUESTION: In John 10:30,
Jesus is quoted as saying, “I and
My Father are one.” Does this
not prove that the Father and the
Son are one in person?

ANSWER: There are other
forms of oneness beside physical.
In the 17th chapter of John, Jesus
is quoted as praying for the one-
ness of His church. In this prayer
He asks His Father to bring about
the same kind of oneness in the
relationship of His church and
Himself that He had with His
Heavenly Father. Obviously this
does not mean the every member
of the church of Christ is to he-
come physicaily at one with the
Father and Son. The oneness here
referred to is rather that of inter-
est, heart and will; that is, every
member of the true church will
be fully in harmony with Jesus
and the Father and desirous of
doing only the divine will.

It is this same kind of cneness
that is veferred to by the Master
in the text quoted in the question.
This is clearly borne out by many
things the Master said. He em-
phasized over and over again that

Fe came not to do His own will
but the will of His Heavenly
Father who sent Fim. The Fa-
ther’s will reigned supreme in the

Master’s life, hence He could tru-
b

lv say, “I and My Father ave

one.” In John 14:9, Jesus says,

“He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father.” Some have misun-
derstood this to mean that the
Father and the Son are one in
person. If those who looked upon
Jesus in the flesh actually saw
God, it would mean that God is a
human being. Jesus, like Adam
before the fall, was in the image
of God-—a perfect, sinless, human
being. It was necessary that He
be such, else He could not have
redeemed Adam and his race from
death. He came to earth as a
representative of His Father, and
everything He said and did was
just what the Father desired Him
to do as His represantative. This,
together with the fact that Jesus
in the flesh, like Adam, was in
the image of God, meant that in
a very wonderful way it was true
that those who saw Him saw the
Father.

Instead of the Father and the
Son being one in person and
equal in power and glory, Jesus
said, “My Father is greater than
1 (John 14:28.) This is the vea-
son why, when performing mira-
cles, Jesus always made it plain
that the power back of the mira-
cles came from His Father and .
not from Himself. “He doeth the
works,” is Jesus’ own testimony.
—John 14:10.

THE LOGOS
QUESTION: In the first chap-
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ter of John's Gospel we read that,
“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” In the 14th
verse of this chapter we read that
“the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.” Does this prove
that it was God Himself who was
made flesh?

ANSWER: No, this Scripture
shows that the “Word” which was
made flesh was the “only begotten
of the Father.” Could He be the
only begotten of the Father and
the Father also? This and other
Scriptures indicate that Jesus was
the only direct creation of the
Father, that all the other creative
work was done thru this only be-
gotten one. In Revelation 3:14, we
are told that Jesus was “the be-
ginning of the creation of God.”
Jehovah, the Creator, is “from ev-
erlasting to everlasting,” thus
having no beginning.—Psalm 90:2.

The term, “Word” in the pas-~
sage under consideration is a
translation of the Greek
“Logos” which means a mouth-
piece, or spokesman. This was
the position occupied by Jesus in
His prehuman existence. The
King James Version of this pas-
sage is not clear. According to
Greek professors, this passage
should read: “In ‘the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was
with the God, and the Word was a
god.” Thus the Greek text makes
a distinction between the Father
and the Son-—the Father being
the God, while the Son, the Logos,

word,

is described as a god, or mighty
one.

The terms God and Lord have
a very wide application in the
Scriptures. In the New Testament
the Greek word theos is the one
most frequently translated God,
but this same word is also trans-
Jated god when the reference is
to Satan. He is called the “god
of this world.”—2 Corinthians 4:4.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

QUESTION: What is the Holy
Spirit or holy “ghost,” as it is
sometimes called in the Bible?

ANSWER: The word “ghost”
is a mistranslation. The American
Revised Version uses the word
“Spirit” in many places where the
King James reads Ghost and the
American revision committee reg-
istered a protest against using the
word ghost at all as applying to
the Holy Spirit.

The word Spirit in the Old Tes-
tament is a translation of the He-
brew word ruwach. The primary
significance or root meaning of
thisl%ord is wind. This does not
mean th\at\the.Holy Spirit is a
holy wind. The thot rather, is
that of invisible power, and grad-
ually this Hebrew word came
tc mean any power that is invis-
ible. Since divine power is exer-
cised thru channels and by agen-
cies beyond human sight, this
word ruwach came more and
more to be applied to all of God’s
dealings.

We read, for example, that the
Spirit of God moved upon the face

of the waters. (Gen. 1:2.) This
was a life-giving power. The in-
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fluence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives as Christians is different.
Jesus referred to the coming of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as
the coming of the Spirit of truth;
and He said that the Spirit of
truth would guide the church in-
to all truth and reveal things to
come. (John 14:16,17,26; 16:13.)
In the Old Testament the Hebrew
word ruwach is translated by va-
rious English words, as for exam-
ple, “blast,” “breath,” “mind,”
“smell,” “wind,” and “windy.” In
every instance, however, the thot
behind this word is that of invis-
ible power.

In the New Testament the only
word translated spirit, when ref-
erence is made to the Holy Spirit,
is the Greek word pnewma. The
primary meaning of this word is
also wind, or “a current of air.”
Like the Hebrew word ruwach,
pneuwma is also translated 4in a
variety of ways, such as “life,”
“mind,” “spiritual,” and “wind.”
In Revelation 13:15 it is translated
“life,” and the reference is to the
“life” that is given to the “image
of the beast.”

When this word is used with
réspect to principles and influ-
ences which emanate from God
it is wvariously styled in the New
Testament as ‘“the Spirit of
Christ,” “the Spirit of holiness,”
“the Spirit of truth,” “the Spirit
... of a sound mind,” “the Spirit
of God,” “the Holy Spirit of prom-

EE 11

ise,” “the Spirit of meekness,” “the
Spirit of glory,” “the Spirit of
adoption,” and ‘“the Spirit of

prophecy.”
Just as the spirit of Satan is not

a personality, so the Spirit of
God is not a personality, but the
power or influence of God as He
exercises it for the carrying for-
ward of His purposes not only in
the hearts of His children, but
thruocut the entire universe.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE FATHER

THE SON

An understandable and Bibli-

cal presentation of a subject

that is much misunderstood

One cent each in any quantity

The Dawn, 136 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, (1) N. Y.

Canadian Address:
4 Albert Street, Toronto, Ont.

GOD’'S REMEDY

QUESTION: Where is God in
all the suffering that is now being
inflicted upon innocent people?

ANSWER: In approaching a
guestion of this kind many are in-
clined to overlook the fact that
suffering and death is not peculiar
to our time. Actually men and
women and children have been
suffering and dying by disease,
war or accident for more than six
thousand years. What God has
leen deing to put an end to this
scene of human woe embraces the
development of His entire plan
for a peaceful, happy world of to-
morrow, and with the assurance
that no surprise move by the dev-
il can prevent the success of that
plan to alleviate all human sut-
fering—even death itself.
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God has been doing something
about it. He permitted our first
parents to transgress His law in
order that they might learn, ex-
perimentally, the terrible results
of dischedience. He has permitted
mankind in general to learn this
same lesson. But in spite of man’s
rebellion against the divine law,
God has made provision to give
him an opportunity to be recov-
ered from the effects of his trans-
gression. :

As each generation has gone
down into death it has proved that
man by his own wisdom cannot
extricate himself from the results
of his own sin. For this reason
God has waited to apply His rem-~
edy in order that all mankind may
the better appreciate and enjoy
it because of their former experi-
ence. God’s provision for a suf-
fering world includes a resurrec-
tion from death. Because of this,
death does not interfere with
what God proposes to do.

Because of human weakness
man’s viewpoint is that “while
there’'s life (present life here),
there’s hope, but God cannot be
limited by any such viewpoint as
this, because God proposes to re-
store man to life and give him the
benefit of experiences thru which
he is now passing. Therefore, the
suffering and trials now bheing ex-
perienced by humanity will yet be
of real value to all who choose to
profit from them.

One thing -that God hag aiveady
done in order to make an end of
Lhuman suffering and deaih is to
send His Son inte the world to be
man’s Redeemer. The Secriptures

reveal that the death of Jesus pro-
vides a release from the penalty of
death entered against Adam and
the race when our first parents
transgressed the divine law six
thousand years ago. This means
that, ultimately, mankind will cease
to die. It is God’s purpose, thru
Christ, to destroy death. The apos-
tle tells us this in 1 Corinthians
15:26.

The Scriptures reveal that the
coming of the Redeemer was suffi-
ciently long in advance of God’s
appointed time to rescue the whole
world from death,to permit the se-
lection of what the Bible calls the
church of Christ. In sending
forth the Gospel message into the
world, the purpose of Ged bas
not been to convert all mankind
and to get everybody to join His
church. It was rather for the se~
lection of those who would be a
part of the church, or body of
Chuist.

Meanwhile Ged has not forgotten
mankind, but has been awaiting
His own due time to apply the
remedy which He has provided.

God’s remedy will be very far-
reaching. It will not only destroy
the plague of war that has inter-
mittently ravaged the world thru-
out the ages, but will also solve
man’s economic problems, which
are almost certain to become very
acute when the present war ends.
On this point the Lord has prom-
ised that every man will sit under
his own vine and fig tree. Micah
4:4,

The problem of sickness and
death will also be solved, for pain
and death will be destroyed.
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POOR GOVERNMENTS BETTER THAN NONE

“And even as they did mot like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient.”—Romans 1:28

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
262 to page 265.

HOW should we look on the
vain efforts of the human race to
govern itself and to arrange for
its own well-being? We can well
sympathize with the worlds eforts.
The world has met with a measure
of success in governing itself. We
might also add that even tho these
governments have often bheen cor-
rupt and selfish, the lawlessness
and anarchy that would have pre-
vailed if there had bheen no gov-
ernment would have been much
worse,

How did mankind become ex-
posed to the power and influence
of Satan? Man wanted to govern
" himself independent of God, as we
read in Romans 1:28: “And even
as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not con-~
venient”. But Satan, as a wily

and powerful tho unseen foe, was
quick to take advantage of man-
kind, and ever since they have
been under the handicaps of their
own weaknesses and also  his
schemes and machinations.

What has been the goal and ob-
jective of mankind in governing
themselves independent of God?
The professed objective has always
been to promote justice and the
well-being of the people. Have
they always succeeded? No, many
times individual corruption and
selfishness has turned aside the
course of justice.

Why have the people submitted
to these governments? Because
they claimed to bhe organized to
provide justice and to further the
interests of the people. But when-
ever some reformer has heen able
to point out to the people where a
government has ignored the ends
of justice, the masses have risen
up and wars and revolutions have
been the result.

As we look back over the pages
of history, do we find that the hase
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deeds of tyrants who gained posi-
ions of authority in their govern-
ments, represented the laws and
institutions of those governments?
No, they did not. These wicked
men often acted contrary to the
spirit of the laws and institutions
of their governments. Generaliy
speaking, what can we say as to
the laws of each of the govern-
ments of earth? They have had a
majority of wise, just and good
laws. These laws have been for
the protection of domestic and
commercial interests and for the
punishment of wrong-doers. Ap-
peal courts were provided so that
justice could be meted out in mat-
ters of dispute.

How, then, has the beastly char-
acter of these governments been
developed? By the exaltation to
power of a majority of unright-
eous rulers and leaders thru in-
trigues and deceptions of Satan
working on man’s weaknesses and
depraved tastes. After centuries of
effort on man’s part in governing
himself, what have bheen the re-
sults? The results are far from
satisfactory. Dissatisfaction is now
more general and wide-spread
than ever before. This is because
under God's arrangement, there
has been a great increase of
knowledge and men’s eyes are be-
ing opened to realize how they
have been oppressed.

What has determined the good
or bad quality of the various gov-
ernments of the world? The aver-
age ability of the masses to govern
themselves. 1t is true that there
have always been individuals who
were far in advance of the average,
but where the governments have

been despotic and have been tol-
erated by the masses of the neople,
it was because they, as a whole,
were not able to establish and sup-
port a better government.

Is there any difference in the
sentiments of the masses today
from what they were in former
ages? Yes, now there is a spirit
of independence and men are not
so easily blindfolded and deceived.
They are therefore not so ready to
submit to the yoke, as they did in
former times. Has this change of
sentiment been a gradual cne? It
had a slight begining in the six-
teenth century but its progress has
been very rapid in the last hun-
dred years.

Has this change come as a re-
sult of the experience of past ages?
No it is the mnatural vresult
of the recent increase and dif-
fusion of knowledge. When did
the preparation for this general
increase in knowledge begin? It
began with the invention of print-
ing about 1449 A.D. This inven-
ticn resulted in a great multiplica-
tion of bocks, and news periodi~

eals~—resulting in a general en-

lightenment of the public.

Was this general increase in
knowledge and its consequent in-
fluence over the people to stand
up for their rights, foretold by
God and arranged by Him? Yes,
it was. The Secriptures refer to it
as the “Day of Preparation.” 'The
expression is found in Nahum 2:3,
where it refers to the automobile
as a chariot and says, “The char-
icts shall be with flaming torches
in the day of His preparation, and
the Ar trees shall be terribly
shaken.”



It Doesn’t Work

THE CHURCH IN POLITICS

“How much she hath glovified herself, and lived deliciously,
so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her

T

heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see
no sorrow.”—Revelation 18:7

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
265 to page 288.

WHAT HAS been the result of
the increase of knowledge during
the past hundred years? It has a-
wakened a feeling of self-respect
among men in every direction.
They have come to a realization
that they have certain natural and
inalienable rights and are taking
steps to see that no one interferes
with their enjoyment of these
rights.

In the midst of the confusion,
caused by the demands of the peo-
ple, God will set up His Kingdom
which will satisfy the desires of all
nations. And O, how glad man-
kind will be to bow down before
the heavenly authority and recog-
nize its strong and just government.
After being wearied and disheart-
ened to find their greatest and
latest efforts resulting in failure,
the Kingdom will be a welcome
change.

Why did Jesus and the apostles
submit to earthly rulers? Because
they knew that it was God's plan
to set up His Kingdom after the
times of the Gentiles had expired.
It was for that reason that they
taught the church to obey the laws
and to vespect the rulers of prop-
erly organized governments. They
were to be law-abiding and yet en-
tirely separate from these earthly

governments.

When the laws of the land con-
flict with the laws of God, what is
the Christan to do? We have the
answer in Acts 5:29. “Then Peter
and the other apostles answered
and said, We ought to obey God
rather than men.” On the other
hand, where the laws of men do
not conflict with the laws of God,
we are told in Romans 13:1, 2, 3,
and 7: “Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For there
is no power but of God: the powers
that be are ordained (margin, or-
dered) of God. Whosoever there~
{fore resisteth the power, resisteth
the ordinance of God: and they thayg
resist shall receive to themselves
damnation. For rulers are not a
terror to good works, but to evil.
Render therefore to all their dues:
tribute to whom tribute is due;
custom to whom custom; fear to
whom fear; honor to whom honor.”

Why should not the church covet
the honors and the emoluments of
office in the kingdoms of this
world? Because they realize that
they are associated with a heaven-
ly Kingdom and should therefore
claim only such rights and privi-
leges under the kingdoms of this
world as are accorded to aliens.
Paul suggests this in Ephesians 2:9
and Philippians 3:20.

Is it the mission of the church
to help the world improve its pres-
ent condition, or to have anything
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to do with its affairs at the present
time? No, it is not. Such attempts
at the present time are only a waste
of effort. The Scriptures clearly
show that the kingdoms of this
world cannot be Christianized,
Theréfore we should lend our sup-
port to the Kingdom of Christ
which will replace them.

How great is the political influ-
ence of the true church? It is
very small. In fact, it is so small
as to count practically nothing
politically. Because our influence
is so small and because we know
that the purpose of God is to let
the world learn by experience
their inability to govern them-
selves satisfactorily, we should
follow the example and teaching
of our Lord and the apostles in
not trying to exercise a political in-
fluence in the world at the present
time.

How can the saints influence the
world? Only by heing separate
from the world. As lights shining
in a dark place, they can reprove
the world by being peaceable, or-
derly obeyers of every righteous
law. , C

To what work should the church
give its entire attention and effort?
Its special work should be the
preaching of the Kingdom of God
and the advancement of its inter-
ests, as outlined in the Word of
God. If this is done, there will be
no time or disposition to dabble
in the politics of the present gov-
ernments of earth. The Lord had
no time to do it; and the apostles
did not.

How was it that the early church
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fell into the temptation of mixing
church and state and trying thru
politics to reform the world?
When some of the ambitious lead-
ers in the early church found that
the preaching of the coming King-
dom of God to displace the present
earthly governments, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ to be
the ruler to displace the present
rulers, was not popular, they de-
cided to improve on God's plan.
They thot that thereby they could
avoid the persecution and scorn
and contempt.

Did they succeed by this change
in their method of preaching, to
avoid the suffering and instead get
the church into a position of favor
with the world? They did, and as
a result Papacy was slowly devel-
oped until it became a great world
political power.

‘When the church nominal found
that she was no longer being per-
secuted as a result of thus mixing
in politics, what course did she
take? She became the persecutor
of all who did not loudly approve
her new and illegal honors. She
then started to invent new and

false theories and doctrines to jus-~

tify her course. The central one
was that the Kingdom of God was
not to wait until the Millennial
reign of Jesus Christ. It was
claimed that the Kingdom had al-
ready begun and that the popes
were the vicegerents of Christ,
who were the ones to exercise the
control of earth as His represent-
atives; and the church succeeded
in deceiving the nations of earth
with this erroneous dectrine.

Keep yourselves in the love of God.—Jude



Humanly Conceived

COUNTERFEIT

KINGDOM OF

GOD

“Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the

way, when His wrath is kindled but a little.

Blessed

are all they that put their trust in Him.”—Psalm 2:12

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages, page
268 to page 272.

WHY is it that the kings of
Europe claimed that they reigned
by the grace of God? Because
either Papacy or one of the Prot-
estant sects appointed or endorsed
their rule and claimed to do so as
the representative of God Him-

self. It is for this reason too, that
these sovereigns claimed that
their kingdoms were Christian

kingdoms. Did the Reformers fall
into the same error? Yes, while
it is true that they abandoned
many of the errors of Papacy and
renounced many of its claims to
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, many of
them did hold to this error.

Are the kingdoms of this world
“sailing under false colors” in
claiming to be Christendom, that
is, Christ’s Kingdom? Yes, they
are; their only title to rule is the
authority given them by God’s
permission during the period called
the “times of the Gentiles.”

Is it a credit to the coming King-
dom of Christ to refer to the pres-
ent kingdoms of this world as be-
ing His Kingdom and representing
Him? No, it is not. These im-
perfect kingdoms and their im-
perfect laws and their often selfish
and vicious rulers furnish a very
distorted picture of that Millennial
Kingdom when “the  ransomed of
the Lord shall return, and come to

Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads.” (Isaiah 35:
10.) Yes, of Christ as King, we
read in Isaiah 32:1: “Behold, a
King shall reign in righteousness,
and princes shall rule in judg-
ment.”

What serious injury have God’s
professed people suffered from
this improper union of church
and state? Their attention has
been distracted from the promised
heavenly Kingdom, and they also
have wasted their time trying to
reform these wild worldly stocks,
who were not interested in the
graces and morals of Christianity.
As a result, they have neglected
the Gospel concerning the true
Kingdom and the hopes centering
around it.

Some are desirous of having
the name of God incorporated into
the Constitution of the United
States, because they think this
would make the United States a
Christian nation and thus a part
of the Kingdom of God. Is their
position altogether correct? No,
because it is rather foolish to
think that if God’s name is men-
tioned in the Constitution, that
fact alone would make this nation
a Christian nation. Likewise, it
is foolish to think that the nations
of FEurope have ever heen a part
of Christ’'s Kingdom, simply be-
cause they have made such a
claim. Actions speak louder than
words, and their acts belied any
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claims to being the divinely au-
thorized Kingdom of Christ.

Let us now read Daniel 2:44:
“And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a
Kingdom, which shall never he
destroyed: and the Kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.” When we com-
pare the kingdoms of this world
with the true Kingdom of Chuist,
what lesson can we learn from
this text? That the best and worst
of earth’s nations must in due
time give way to the Kingdom of
God because they are not the real
Kingdom and- that they fail to
meet with the approval of God.

Why is it that so many Chris-
tian people feel that they should
support the kingdoms of this
world? Because they think that
these kingdoms are divinely au-
thorized and in harmony with
God’s plan and that, therefore,
they should champion them altho
imperfect and even tho this means
that often their sympathies are
forced to the side of oppression
rather than to the side of right
and freedom. On the other hand,

are the people of the world ready
to accept these kingdoms of this
world as being Christlike? No,
men are beginning to use their
reasoning powers on this and sim-
ilar questions and are beginning
to see Christendom in its true
colors. There is a tendency among
many to go to the other extreme
and reject Christendom because
they fail to see that it is not
Christianity that is leagued with
these unsatisfactory civil rulers.
If men were wise and would ap-
ply their hearts and minds to un-
derstand the work and plan of
God, what changes would follow?
Instead of supporting the king-
doms of this world in their present
condition, they would insist on re-
forms and changes until righteous-
ness would be established in the
earth. Can we expect mankind in
its present condition to follow
such a course? No, because they
are so governed by pride and
selfishness and distrust, that each
will strive for mastery and as a
result the kingdoms of this world
will pass away in a great time of
trouble. This was foretold by the
Toord i the second Psalm, and in
many other Biblical prophecies.

%gﬁ‘

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in
his might, let not the rich man glory in his viches:
But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he un-
derstandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and right-
eousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight.”

—Jeremiah



Theme of the Bible

THE

KINGDOM OF GOD

“Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven.”—Matthew 6:10

LESS50N ASSIGNMENT

The Divire Plan of the Ages, page
273 to page 275.

WE ARE now starting a new
chapter in our text book, entitled
“The Kingdom of God.” If we
take a Concordance and use it to
find out what the Bible has to say
on this subject, we will be sur-
prised to see how many promises
and prophecies describe the com-
ing Kingdom of God and point to
Messiah as the King. For instance,
in Psalm 45:2, Christ is addressed,
as follows: “Thou art fairer than
the children of men: grace is
poured into Thy lips: therefore
God hath blessed Thee for ever.”

What was the hope of every Is-
raelite at the time of our Lords
first advent? Based on all of these
promises in the Old Testament
concerning God’s Kingdom, they
were expecting the Messiah to
come in power and glory and that
He would exalt their nation and
thru it establish the long promised
Kingdom of God upon the earth.
This hope is referred to in Luke
3:15. Interest in this hope was in-
creased by the announcement of
John the Baptist, who was the
forerunner and herald of Churist.
He said, “Repent ye: for the King-
dom of heaven is at hand.”—Matt.
3:2; Mark 1:15.

Did Jesus and the apostles fea-
ture the message of the Kingdom
of God in their preaching? Yes,
Jesus commenced His ministry

with the same announcement ex-
actly. Note Matthew 4:17: “From
that time Jesus began to preach,
and to say, Repent: for the King-
dom of heaven is at hand.” The
message of this Kingdom con-
tinued thruout the Lord’s minis-
try to be the main topic of all His
preaching. He spoke on other
subjects merely in connection with
or in explanation of this one sub-
ject. Jesus sent forth His apostles
to preach this same message—
“And as ye go, preach, saying,
The Xingdom of heaven is at
hand.”—Matthew 10:7.

One of the remarkable features
of the preaching of Jesus is the
fact that He used so many par-
ables to illustrate His teachings.
Did these parables explain the
Kingdom of God? Yes, the par-
ables were frequently used as il-
lustrations of various features of
the IKingdom of God, and to point
out that entire consecration to
God is essential to having a share
in that Kingdom. Jesus also used
the parables to correct the mis-
understanding of so many of the
Jews who thot that because they
were the natural seed of Abra-
ham, God would most surely
make them the heirs of all the
promises that pertain to the King-
dom. This was plainly stated by
Jesus in Matthew 8:11,12.

How did the Lord Jesus in His
lessons to His followers encourage
them to expect to have a share in
His coming Kingdom? In answer

45
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to this question, we quote from

His words, as recorded in Luke
22:28,30, and Luke 12:32: “1 ap-
point unto you a Kingdom, as My
Father hath appointed unto Me,
that ye may eat and drink at My
table in My Kingdom, and sit on
thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel” “Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father’'s good pleas-
ure to give you the Kingdom.”

How did Jesus use this message
of the Kingdom to encourage His
disciples when they were so dis-
couraged to find that He was
crucified? The story is found in
Luke, the 24th chapter, beginning
with the 13th verse. Two of the
disciples were on their way to
Emmaus when they were joined
by one whom they supposed to be
a stranger. They told Him of
their hopes and expectation that
Jesus was the Messiah who would
set up this Kingdom of God on
earth. Instead of seeing this hope
realized, Jesus had been crucified.
Like a drowning man clinging to
a straw, they held on to His state-
ment that He would be raised
from the dead on the third day;
yet they were bewildered.

Then Jesus reminded them of
all the promises in the Word of
God concerning the Kingdom and
that they were sure of fulfilment.
He called their attention to the
fact that a proper understanding
of these Scriptures shows that His
sacrifice was needful first, before
the Kingdom could be established.
Then He said unto them, “O fools,
and slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken:

ougnt not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into His
glory? And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, He expound-
ed unto them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning Himself.'—
Luke 24:26, 27,

Could God have given the do-
minion of earth to Jesus without
Jesus redeeming mankind? Yes,
¥e could have done so, but that
would not have been consisent
with His character and plan as
forecast. That He could have done
so is shown by Daniel 4:32: “The
Most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomso-
ever He will.” The reason that
He did not was because He had a
better plan for mankind. Such a
kingdom would have carried this
disadvantage—it would have left
the human race under the Adamic
condemnation and hence all the
blessings of such a kingdom would
be only temporary, because each
one of Adam’s children would live
only a few short years and then
go into death. But under God’s
plan, the race is first ransomed
from the death penalty and thus
legally released from the condem-

-fiation of death which came upon

Adam and all of his children be-
cause of disobedience in the Gar-
den of Eden. The ransom makes
it possible for any of mankind
who are willing to put forth the
effort in the Millennium to walk
up the Highway of Holiness and
gain restitution to all that was lost
thru Adam’s failure, and retain
it for ever.—Isaiah 35:8-10; Acts
3:19-21; 1 Timothy 2:4-8.

T



Significance of Present World Distress

REGARDLESS of what present world distress means to
people in general—and it does have a bearing on the
lives of all—it has a special significance to Christians who
are seeking to interpret events in the light of God’s Word,
in order to discern the divine will for them at this time.
We believe the following quotation will be of interest

along this line:

“Some will learn the significance
of the trouble more quickly than
others, because more teachable.
And during the trouble there will
be in the world those who will
bear witness to its cause, declar-
ing the Lord’s presence and the
setting up of His Kingdom.

Yet the masses will be heedless of
.wise counsel, as they have always
heen, until completely humbled
under the iron rule of the new
Kingdom, only at last realizing the
folly of their course. The true
teacher and light-bearer (Matthew
5:14), the true church, the body
of Christ, is not left in darkness
to learn of her Lord’s presence by
the manifestations of His wrath
and power as the world will learn
of it. For her enlightenment spe-
cial provision has been made. By
the sure Word of prophecy, which
shines as a light in a dark place,
she is clearly and definitely in-
formed just what to expect. (2

Pet. 1:19.) Thru the prophetic
Word, she shall not only be
shielded from  discouragement,

and enabled to overcome the be-
setments, snares and stumbling-
siones so prevalent in ‘the evil
day, and thus to stand approved
of God, but she becomes the
light-bearer and instructor of the
world. The church is thus en-
abled to point out to the world

the cause of the trouble, to an-
nounce the presence of the new
Ruler, to declare the policy, plan
and object of the new dispensa-
tion, and to instruct the world as
to the wisest course to pursue in
view of these things. . .. It is to
this mission of the ‘feet, or last
members of the church, who will
declare upon the mountzins (the
kingdoms) the reign of Christ be-
gun that Isaiah 52:7 refers.”---
Vol. 11, P. 141.

What a glorious privilege it is
to be living at this time! Truly it
is an “age on ages telling; to be
living is sublime.” To know of
the divine purpose now being
worked out in the earth, and to
realize that a blessed time of
peace and joy will soon dawn for
all mankind, is soul-satisfying in-
deed. How selfish it would be to
enjoy this knowledge and not
want to share it with others! If
we have the spirit of Christ we
will be impelled to tell out the
glad tidings of the Kingdom to
our neighbors far and near. In
doing so we will find that our own
hearts will rejoice more and more
in Ged’s love, causing us to strive
the harder to be like Him.

“The Spirit of the Lord God is
upon me; because the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good ti-
dings . . .”—Isaiah 61:1-3.
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THE SANCTITY OF THE HOME

Novembher 14—Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27-30; Mark 10:2-12
GOLDEN TEXT: Blessed are the pure in heart: for they

shall see God.—~Matthew

THE family unit of one hus-
band and one wife, originally es-
tablished by the Creator in Eden,
is reckoned a cornerstone of
righteousness, in the family and
in national life. One result of
the fall has been a depravity of
the sexual desires. The result is
impurity, unchastity, a lack of
self-control. All of these tenden-
cies lead away from God, from
righteousness and from true hap-

piness.

In today’s lesson we have the
Master’s illuminating instruction
on the subject of marriage and
divorce. In the passage from
Matthew He enlarges upon the
Seventh of the Ten Command-

ments given by Moses, and re-
corded in Exodus, chapter twenty,
verse fourteen. This command-
ment reads: “Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery.” Our Lord gave a
significance to it which enlarges
the meaning and reveals the pith
or spirit of the Law, as He did in
other instances in His teachings.
48

3:8

e points out that the real danger
to character, and of meriting the
disapproval of Him who reads the
mind, the heart, is in permitting
an unchaste, unholy thot; and
from this, the divine standpoint,
one can disobey the spirit of this
commandment by merely desiring
to do so.

Jesus then goes on to exhort
His followers to great care in ex-
amining their thots, urging them
to separate themselves from any
_thing. as humanly useful and de-
sirable as a right eye or a right
hand, if they found that failure to
do so would endanger their spir-
itual welfare and be a stumbling-
block to them. Failure to deal
thus sternly with depraved de-
sires greatly endangers the New
Creature and, the Loxrd indicates,
may result in death—the Second
Death.

In the passage from the tenth
chapter of Mark, and the parallel
passage in Matthew, nineteenth
chapter, we have a further discus-
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sion of this subject, introduced by
a question propounded hy the
Pharisees in an effort to trap Jesus
in His speech. The subject was a
thorny one. The high principles of
the Law were not being followed
closely by Jews in general, nor
even by the Pharisees, the holi-
ness people of that time. As Jesus
told them, they had by their tra-
ditions, explanations and subter-
fuges, rendered void many fea-
tures of the Law. Now they came
to Him to see how He would
handle this question and, as usual,
they received an exposition of the
principles involved, the mind of
God on the subject, which carried
it far beyond a mere “Thou shalt,”
or “Thou shalt not.”

Moses, the Pharisees said, had
authorized divorce, so they wished
to know whether Jesus would
openly differ with him on the
question. Jesus’ reply was that
Moses merely gave permission for
divorce, because of the hardness
of the people’s hearts, but that in
God’s plan for the human family
as recorded in the Genesis ac-
count of our first parents in Eden,
there was no provision for divorce,
and had not sin entered, the per-
fect pair would have continued to
live together—‘“no more twain,
but one flesh.” Thus we have
God’s mind on the subject—the
ideal, to which all who are conse-
crated to do His will, will seek to
conform.

The one exception which our
Lord makes, is the unfaithfulness
of one of the partners. Such a
course, fornication, or adultery, is
considered by our Lord as the
breaking of the marriage contract.

It constitutes the one Scriptural
basis for a divorce, which may be
considered merely a legal recog-
nition of the previously broken
contract. s

He continues His instructions,
pointing out that one who divorces
his or her partner for any cause
except fornication or adultery
equally reprehensible, the penalty
for which under the Mosaic Law
was death—Lev. 20:10—shares re-
sponsibility for any adulterous
marriage ‘the divorced - partner
may contract. (Matt. 5:32.) He
also states that the one who mar-
ries the divorced is also guilty of
adultery (Matt. 19:9), unless in the
meantime, the one who secured
the divorce, has re-married. In
that case the original contract has
been broken and the innocent
party is now free to re-marry.

Should some who have disre-
garded the Lord’s instructions in
these matters desire to attend
meetings of the Lord’s people,
there would seem to be no ground
to forbid them. The very most
the church might do would be to
withdraw fellowship. As for re-
fusing them the privilege of at-
tending public meetings of the
church, that would be very incon-
sistent; for surely all kinds of
people come occasionally to meet-
ings, and we hope that by coming
they may be benefited and re-
covered.

QUESTIONS:

Where and when was
unit of one husband and
first established?

What is the only Scriptural grounds
for divorce?

How did Jesus interpret Moses’
teachings on the subject of divorce?

the family
one wife



The Best Policy

HONESTY IN ALL THINGS

November 21-—Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11, 13; Luke 19:1-10, 45, 46
GOLDEN TEXT: Thou shalt not steal—Exodus 20:15

OUR study continues consider-
ation of the Ten Commandments
and corrresponding teachings in
the New Testament. Today we
consider the Eighth Command-
ment, “Thou shalt not steal” In
the passage from Leviticus, chap-
ter nineteen, the additional thot
is given, that dishonesty may be
practiced without going to the ex-
tent of robbery. The exhortation
is against all false dealings—any
course which would result in de-
frauding one of his due. Here we
have a reminder ‘that the sub-
stance of the Law as it affects the
relations between men, is to “love
thy neighbor as thyself.”

This was to control in the em-
ployment of a laborer and insure
that he be paid every day—his
wages not held even over night
because he might be in need of
them. The principle is the same
today, tho it is not now customary
to pay labor daily. But one who
employs should be solicitous for

to see and hear Him of whom we
read, ‘never man spake like this
man.”--John 7:46,

Zacchaeus, a rich man of the
vicinity, was one of those whose
curiousity was aroused to see
Jesus, of whom he had heard
much., He had accepted a minor
office under the Roman Govern-
ment; he was a tax collector for
the Romans—a publican. On this
account he was despised, and de-
clared to be disloyal to Judaism.

Small of stature, Zacchaeus was
unable to see Jesus because of the
crowd. He therefore ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree, that
he might have a good view of
Jesus as He passed that way. Lit-
tle did he realize that the Master
knew him and had read his heart
and perceived in it honesty, and
hence, he was to he greatly
honored. When Jesus came where
Zacchaeus was, He looked up at
the publican, called him by name
and told him to come down at

the comfort and welfare of his —once, for He must be his guest.

employees, and should see to it
that he treats his employees as he
would wish to be treated, if their
positions were reversed.

In the first ten verses of Luke,
chapter nineteen, an incident is
given in Jesus’ journey from Jer-
icho to Jerusalem, just prior to
His crucifixion. Multitudes were
journeying in the same direction,
going up to the Feast of the Pass-
over. As always, Jesus was the
center of attraction; nall wanted
50

The summons was gladly received
by Zacchaeus, but no doubt the
whole circumstance would dis~-
please the Pharisees, and we are
told that murmuring arose be-
cause of Jesus being a guest of
one so unorthodox and sinful as
a publican was considered to be.

The murmuring must have heen
heard by Zacchaeus, also, for,
seemingly, he addressed the Lord
in scif-defense, as tho urging that
these charges against him should
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not hinder the Master from com-
ing into his home, and intimating
his desire of heart to be all that
he ought to be and could be. He
said: “Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if
I have taken anything from any
man by false accusation I restore
him fourfold.” Thus 4did 2Zac-
chaeus intimate his devotion to
God and to righteousness, and his
acceptance of Jesus as his Lord,
his Teacher.

How did the Lord receive this?
He replied to Zacchaeus, “This
day issalvation come to this house,
for so much as he also is a son
of Abraham.” From the Lord’s
standpoint all the sons of Abra-
ham were eligible to discipleship.
The thing required was an honest
confession of imperfection, a turn-
ing from sin, a hearty acceptance
of Christ and an endeavor to walk
in His steps.

Unguestionably this same prin-
ciple still applies, regardless of
what men may think or say to the
contrary. The Lord is willing to
receive the humble and repentant.
No longer is it necessary to be of
the natural seed of Abraham, in
order to be acceptable as disciples
of Jesus. The middle wall of par-
tition hetween Jew and Gentile
has been broken dowm, as Paul
explains. (Eph. 2:11-22.) Al who
have the faith of Abraham may be
counted in as children of Abraham
by becoming related to the divine
plan as disciples of Jesus.—Gal.
3:16 28, 29.

This section of our lesson closes
with our Lord’s words, ‘“For the
Son of Man is come to seek and
to save that which is lost.” (Luke

19:10.) Altho the race, one and
all, shared the sentence of death
pronounced in Eden, it has pleased
God to provide two different sal-
vations from this curse of death.
Both salvations are based upon
the great sacrifice which was con-
summated at Calvary. The first of
these salvations is for the church
class, called out of the world dur-
ing this Gospel age, called to a
change of nature—from human to
spiritual.

The second salvation belongs to
the Millennial age, during which
Messiah Kingdom will control
the affairs of earth and Satan will
be bound. Now the Lord invites
members of Adam’s race to be-
come His followers and to make
a full consecration to do His will
and to follow His precepts. But
then, the righteous laws of His
Kingdom will be enforced as we
read, “Judgment also will I lay to
the line, and righteousness to the
plummet: and the hail shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the
waters shall overflow the hiding
place.”—Isaiah 28:17; 26:7-9.

Whether in this age or the next,
God desires the devotion of those
who worship Him in spirit and in
truth. Finally, all who do not
learn to thus worship Him will
fail to obhtain salvation.
QUESTIONS:

How  should the commandment,
“Thou shalt not steal,” affect the re-
lationship between employers and em-
ployees?

Why was Zacchaeus disliked by the
Pharisees? and why was Jesus drawn
to him?

What does the Lord look for in the
lives of those whom He calls to walk
in the Narrow Way?



Spells Dependability

TRUTHFULNESS

AT ALL TIMES

November 28—Exodus 20:16; 23:1, 7; Matthew 5:33-37; Jehn 8:42-45

GOLDEN TEXT:

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth

with his neighbor; for we are members one of another.—Ephesians 4:25

IN introducing the lesson for
today, our Lord referred to the
tradition of the ancients, which
evidently had great control over
the people of that time. No fault
is to be found with having respect
for the opinions and teachings of
those who have gone bhefore us in
life’s pathway, but one of the im-
portant lessons for every Chris-
tian to learn is that just because
a ‘matter is -ancient, that it has
been long believed, is no proof of
its correctness. All teaching is to
be weighed and tested by the one
standard, the divine revelation—
“If they speak not according to
this Word, it is because there is no
light in them.”—Isaiah 8:20.

The traditional teaching tc which
our Lord referred was not whol-
ly erroneous, just as the tra-
ditions of Dark Ages con-
tain elements of truth. This was
true in respect to the matter our
Lord was discussing: the Law had
something to
taking of Ged’s name in vain, and
tradition had modified the Law
and limited it to false swearing.
Our Lord called attention to the
error, pointing out that the Third
Commandment had a broader and
deeper meaning than the tradition
implied, that it meant that God’s
name should never be used in any
irreverent manner.

Our Lord extended
teaching His followers that they
should not continue the custom of
their day, of proving their asser-
52

the

the thot,

say respecting the

tions by appeals to God, to heav-
en etc. This lesson is also for the
Lord’s followers today: others
may feel it necessary to empha-
size their statement by oaths and
expletives, but the followers of
Jesus are to so live, act and speak,
that their words pass for par any-
where they are known. To this
end they must be absolutely
truthful, so that whosoever may
hear them may know that their
yvea is yea, and their nay is nay.

Oaths and solemn assurances in
the ordinary conversation of life
imply that the truth of the speak-
er is questioned—that his yea is
not always yea, and that his nay is
not always nay. The tendency is
to make him less careful in the
ordinary statements of his conver-
sation which are not thus solem-
nized; and the effect is also to
make him less reverent toward
the Lord or the other holy things
he may call upon as witnesses, as
evidences of his truthfulness. As
the word of such people becomes
common and liable to be broken,
so their oaths also would soon be-
come common and liable to be
broken—such matters go from bad
to worse usually. On the contrary,
where the word is held sacred the
avenues of sin and error and
falsehood are measurably stopped.

Nothing in this injunction can
properly be understood to apply
to the taking of an oath in a court
of law. Such oaths, commanded
by the law of the State, are neces-
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sary, because all have not the
high standard of truth desired.
But even in the courts of many
States it is permitted that an af-
firmation may be made instead of
an oath if any so prefer. To one
of the Lord’s people an affirmation
must mean exactly the same as
an oath—he would not affirm
what he would not be willing to
swear to. He recognizes that, as
a follower of the Lord and one of
His representatives, his yea or his
nay must be as truthfully kept as
his oath would be.

Whatsoever is more than yea or
nay cometh from evil—the Revised
Version says, “of the evil one.”
Indirectly all our evil tendencies
come from the evil one, for it was
by his lie in Eden that the fall
from periection and the divine
image took place and brought us
all into our present evil, imper-
fect condition, exposing us to er-
ror thru our own weaknesses and
imperfections and those of our
neighbors. While our Lord’s in-
junction is good for all who have
ears to hear it, it is especially ap-
propriate to the “little flock” who
have undertaken to hearken to all
of His commands, to obey even
tho it may mean suffering in fol-
lowing the way of righteousness.
Truly all such should be models
of truthfulness and uprightness,
and thus be burning and shining
lights, glorifying our Father in
heaven in their homes and in the
communities where they live.

Our Lord’s words quoted in the
passage from John, chapter eight,
were addressed to the Pharisees
who had accused Him of dishon-
esty, saying, {verse 13) “Thou
bearest record of Thyself; Thy
record is not true.”” Those who
are “in the truth” and the truth
in them, have an affinity for oth-
ers who hold to the same stand-
ards. Jesus points out in verses
42-45 that His accusers were un-
der the control of the great adver-
sary, Satan, by partaking of his
spirit. In that sense they were of
their father the devil, and the
lusts of their father they will do
And it was because they had this
spirit of misrepresentation, dis-
honesty, that they were unable to

recognize the truth in Jesus'
teachings. They were not of the
truth; they had not practiced

speaking and living the truth, and
so were not prepared to accept
God’'s message to them. As Jesus
said, “And because I tell you the
truth, ye believe Me not”; and
again a little later to Pilate, “Ev-
ery one that is of the truth hear-
eth My voice.”-—John 8:45; 18:37.

QUESTIONS:

Does the fact that an idea is very

old erily mean that it is
true?  What is the proper test of
truth?

What might be implied by the taking
of an oath?

Why did Jesus say that the Plari-
sees were of their father the devil?

When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?—Job



A oot of Evil

THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS

December 5—Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-25

GOLDEN TEXT: Thou shait not covet . .

. anything that is thy neighbor’s.

—Exodus 20:17

WHILE Jesus was preaching on
spiritual themes He was inter-
rupted by one of the audience
whosz mind was filled with ansx-
iety regarding temporal matters;
and, perhaps finding that he was
unable under the Law to ob-
. tain what he considered to be
his just due, he appealed to the
Great Teacher to use His influ-
ence on his behalf—that He speak
to his brother advising this broth-
er to divide the inheritance with
him. While refusing to interfere
with the matter the Lord made
use of the intrusion to point out
a lesson on the subject of covet-
ousness—a lesson which would ke
of benefit to both of the brothers,
if they were present, and which
could not fail to be of profit to
all His hearers.

Every one who will carefully
consider the meaning of our Lord’s
parable in illustration of this sub-
ject of covetousness will draw
from it a valuable lesson.
parable it is not stated that the
rich man had obtained his wealth
by any unlawful means. He is
not charged with having defrauded
his brother or his neighbor. He
had temporal blessings in abun-
dance. By natural increase he
was wealthy; and the point of the
lesson turns upon his guestion to
himself, What shall I do with
these possessions?

The right attitude of mind, “the
spirit ... of a sound mind”
would have answered this ques-
o4

tion somewhat after this manner:
These bounties of divine provi-
dence are a trust, and I am a
steward, a trustee. My position
will permit me to be a means of
great blessing to others of my fel-
lows not so bountifully supplied;
in fact, I have in my hand the
power to make many fellow-crea-
tures comfortable and happy. In
discharging: my stewardship in
this proper manner I shall have
much. greater pleasure than if I
endeavored selfishly to use all
these bounties upon myself, or to
store them all up for my own use
in the future.

Such an unselfish, generous
course would not only have had
divine approval, but, additionally,
it would have been the most di-
rect road to happiness for the al-
ready {favored individual himself.
“There is that which scattereth,
and yet increaseth; and there is
that withhcldeth more than is

In this—meet-but it tendeth to poverty.”

(Prov. 11:24.) So, wmany have
found the hoarding of earthly
wealth leads to poverty of heart,
and a meanness of disposition,
certainly reprehensible in  the
sight of Him with whom rests our
eternal interests.

Cn the contrary he who uses,
in harmony with his best judg-
ment, the earthly wealth com-
mitted to his care, gains thereby
a rich reward of approbation on
the part of those with whom he
Lias 'to do; and, thru the Lord’s
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gracious arrangement in Christ,
his cultivation of the spirit of love
becomes a most important factor
in the attainment of everlasting
joy and blessing.

Tho our Lord in the parable
represents the covetous person as
succeeding in accumulating rich-
es, yet, as a matter of fact, many
of the covetous never so succeed.
However their selfishness is no
less reprehensible because it fails
of success. The lesson is rather
that even df a covetous person
succeeds in acquiring what he
covets, nevertheless he makes a
miserable failure of life. How
much more of a failure is the
covetous person who gains noth-
ing, either in the present life or
in that which is to come!

Our Lord turming to His disci-
ples at this juncture, gave a spe-
cial lesson applicable to them only,
and not to the multitude. A par-
aphrase of this passage is: Be not
anxicus as respects your earthly
life, its food and its clothing.
Think rather of the life which is
to come; remember that this pres-
ent condition is, from the divine
standpoint, a death condition.
Consider that in you who believe,
the new, the eternal life, has al-
ready begun, and that if you will
faithfully continue under present
conditions in living for this new
life and not after the flesh, it will
be perfected in the First Resur-
rection. Think more of your bod-
ies than of the raiment that cov-
ers them. Think more of your life
than of the natural food by which
it is sustained. God is able and
willing to give perfect life and per-
fect bodies and perfect conditions

in which to live to those who he-
lieve in Me and who follow in
My {footsteps.

We are to remember that if we
have hecome Jesus’ disciples and
have fully consecrated ourselves
to know and do the Father’s will,
we have given up every interest
to His superior wisdom. Our
Heavenly Father knoweth what
things, we have need of, even be-
fore we ask Him, and is both able
and willing to give what is best.
Thervefore if, in divine providence,
poverty is our unavoidable por-
tion, let us accept it as hest for us,
according to divine wisdom far
exceeding our own. Let us re-
member that our Father is guard-
ing bur futyre and eternal in-
terest, and permitting only such
experiences in this present life as
will be the most beneficial, pre-
paring us for and leading us
most directly to the eternal riches.

The Apostle Paul assures us that
all things work together for good
to them that love God, to the called

cnes according to  His purpose.
(Romans 8:28.) How necessary

then for us to avoid all covetous-
ness if we would inherit this prom-
ise. To profit by this promise
however, it is necessary as is true
of all other promises of God's
Word to have faith and confi-
dence that “ it is God which work-
eth in you both to will and to do
of His good pleasure.”—Phil. 2:13.
QUESTIONS:

Outline the parable used by Jesus

to illustrate the sin of covetousness.

Is a covetous person any less sinful
if he fails to obtain that which he
covets?

How should a Christian view the
material things of this life, and what
should be his chief concern?
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INTERESTING LETTERS

A WONDERFUL STORY

“Dear Frank and Frnest: Please
find enclosed $1.00 for The Dawn
for one year. It is a very good
and interesting book, and 1 wish
more people would read it. It is
a book for this age, containing the
only hope for the nation—to study
His Word and find what the Lord
says about these times in which
we live. May God bless your ra-
dio talks. We find them very in-
teresting and helpful in studying
the Word of God. Since we learned
to study the Kingdom message, we
have found the Bible a new book
for us. Keep on your good work
and the Lord will bless you.—J.
H. K. Calif”

MESSAGE IN HANDY FORM

“Dear Brethren: Loving greet-
ings in the name of our dear Sav-
iour. I will take the opportunity,

ideal to give to those who may be
interested. Praying that the Lord
wiil bless you in your work, I am,
Your sister by His grace, M, S,
Wash.”

MESSAGE BRINGS JOY

“Dear Brethren of The Dawn:
Greetings in His dear name! En-
closed is a donation to be used as
the good Liord directs your minds
towards the interests of the King-
dom message. We are surely en-
joying the radio programs and we
know others are doing likewise, as
this vicinity has not had the real
message going out for many years,
and we ave sure God is going to
give the increase in His own due
time and way. We have our Sun-
day School Lessen each week
right after the broadcast, with our
family, and find The Dawn so
helpful in conducting the study.
QOur station is now giving us free

while writing, of expressing my-—zdvertising right after the broad-

opinion on the new form cof The
Dawn, It is a great improvement
over the old style. I find it very
convenient to carry about with me
to read in odd moments. It is also
much nicer to give to those who
may be interested. I have come
in contact with several friends
who do not meet with us who
listen to the radio programs, and
who have sent names of those to
whom they wished sample copies
of The Dawn sent. They consider
the Magazine in its new foim
56

cast each Sunday, better than we
could afford. They were glad to
do it, telling the public that The
Dawn is on sale at the wvarious
news stands, drug stores, ete., and
giving the names of the individual
places. This shows to our minds
that the Lord is blessing this serv-
ice already. We believe He will
do likewise in other places where
this method is tried. It makes our
hearts rejoice to hear this an-
nouncement each Sunday follow-
ing the Dbroadcast. With . our
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prayers for God’s continued bless-
ings to rest upon all of you and
the work in general the world
over, and with Christian love,
Yours in His service, W. C. G,
Calif.”

DESIRES TO SHARE BLESSINGS

“Dear Frank and FErnest: En-
closed is fifty cents for a 6-months
subscription to The Dawn. I am
very sorry that I haven’t sent it
before now. I am well pleased
with The Dawn and will try to
send you in some more names
shortly. I let some elders read
your book not long ago and can
gladly say they appreciated it
very much. Best wishes, R. C. B,,
Miss.”

APPRECIATES THE MESSAGE

“Dear Frank and Ernest: Re-
ceived my free copy of The Dawn
Magazine and think it is the
best I have ever read in regard to
the Bible, and it is such a help to
me. Xeep the good work going
over the radio. I hear you on
Sunday morning at 9:30 over
KWFT, Wichita Falls, Texas. Am
sending for a year's subscription,
but if you have any back copies
available, please send them to me

that I may pass them on to
friends. Am also sending stamps,
for which send me ‘God’s Resti-
tution Project’ and ‘As Angels
of Light’ bocklets. Thank you.
F. P. 8, Okla.”

AN EARNEST SEEKER

“Dear Sirs: 1 am a shut-in and
not able to have an income of any
kind, but would like to get The
Dawn for reading. It is like a

gentle wind that clears the fog and
smoke of confusing opinions awayv
and lets one see more clearly the
plan of God for this world and of
the Kingdom. I believe in the
Kingdom, for Jesus said there
would be such. It isn’t far off. 1
would be grateful if you would
send me The Dawn, even if I am
unable to pay you for it. May
God bless you and your great
work in preparing the way for
Christ’s Kingdom. Yours truly, C.
M., Pa.”

SEEKS COMFORT FROM BIBLE

“Frank and Ernest, Dear Sirs:

I have heard some of your broad-
casts and find them very interest-
ing. Please send me a copy of The
Dawn Magazine. Do Bible classes
meet here in our city? If so, when
and where? My darling little
daughter died very recently and
I need not explain my sorrow.
A number of well-meaning
f11ends assured me that it was
God’s will and that it was a lesson
to me for not sending her to Sun-
day School. She loved to read the
Bible. I believe death is brought
about by sin and not by God's
will, Please help me in my des-
perate unhappiness. I helieve we
are living souls and when death
comes, we are dead until the
judgment day when we all arise.
I don’'t believe the souls of the
dead live in some place awaiting
their loved ones as so many seem
to believe. We study our Bible,
help our friends when needed, and

believe. I am seeking the
truth. Please help me. Sincerely
yours, J. J., Ohio.”
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THANKSGIVING-1943

“O praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye

people.

For His merciful kindness is great toward

us: and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.
Praise ye the Lord.”—Psalm 117

came to America to es-
cape persecution in the old
world and to be free to worship
God according to the dictates of
their consciences, it has been
customary to devote a day near
the close of harvest time to the
giving of thanks to the Lord for
all His manifold blessings.
Thanksgiving to God surely is
appropriate, and there is wmuch
for which all people, not only
in America, but in all other
countries as well, could proper-
ly give thanks—even now-—if
they had it in their hearts to do
so. However, while Thanksgiv-
ing Day will be observed this
year in America as usual, mil-
lions will find it difficult to he
58

SINCE the Pilgrim Fathers

thankful in view of the hard-
ships imposed upon them by a
global war.

And if the spirit of thanks-
giving this year will not be as
spontaneous here in America as
in former times, what about in
those other countries which are

It is a dark picture and one
which tends to cast doubts in
the minds of many who are not
privileged to view it from the
standpoint of God’s Word. The
nations generally know little or
nothing about “the truth of the
Lord” mentioned in our text,
hence millions who grope on in
darkness will not find it in their
hearts to “give thanks unto the
Lord,” for they do not know
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that “He is good,” and that His
“mercy endureth for ever.”—
Psalm 118:1.

But how different it will be
with those who, understanding
the truth of God’s plan, know
that He truly is good, and that
despite present outward ap-
pearances to the contrary, “His
merciful kindness is great to-
ward us” even now, and will be
manifested toward all nations in
due time. Our thankfulness,
should not be merely on ac-
count of what He is doing for
us at the present time, but also
because of what we know He
will do later for all nations in
fulfilment of His promises to
bless them thru the seed of A-
braham. We can be thankful be-
cause we know that the people
of all nations will yet be thank-
ful, and will say, “Lo, this is
our God, we have waited for
Him, and He will save us; this
is the Lord: we have waited for
Him, . . . we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation.”—Isa.
25:9.

The very conditions in the
world today which make it dif-
ficult for many to feel especially
thankful, furnish Christians
who know the plan of God with
additional reasons for giving
thanks. Jesus, in referring to
the time in which we are living,
said to His followers, “When
these things begin to come to

pass, then look up, and lift up
vour heads; for your redemp-

tion [deliverance| draweth
nigh.” (Luke 21:28)) We do
not Iift up our heads with

thanksgiving because the world
is suffering, but rather because
we know that as a result of the
establishment of Christ’s King-
dom, universal peace and joy is
to be realized by all mankind.
It is a selfish thanksgiving, in-
deed, that rejoices in the pos-
session of more and greater
blessings than others enjoy.

Yes, a day of special thanks-
giving is appropriate, but to the
Christian every day should be
characterized by the spirit of
thanksgiving. And what is true
thanksgiving? Is it merely a
lip service of praise to God,
voiced perhaps in song, or in
oral testimony before the Lord’s
people? These are undoubtedly
proper ways of giving thanks,
but true appreciation for the
Lord’s goodness does not end
with these pleasantries of the
Christian life. David mentions
a further method of giving
thanks which we think is well
to remember. He says, “I will
offer to Thee the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call upon
the name of the Lord. I will
pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all His
people.”—Psalm 116:17, 18.

Barlier in this same Psalm
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(116) David expresses a simi-
lar thought, but a little more in
detail, saying, “What shall I
render unto the Lord for all
His benefits toward me? I will
take the cup of salvation, and
call upon-the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows unto the
Lord now in the presence of all
His people. Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints.”  (Psalm 116:12-15.)
The thought here 1is clear,
namely, that paying our vows
unto the Lord as an expression
of our thankfulness to Him for
all His benefits, results in our
death—''the death of His saints.”

This is just another way of
saying that it is our privilege to
lay down our lives following in
the footsteps of Jesus, who laid
down His life for us. Paul de-
scribes this as being “planted
together in the likeness of His
death.” The Master's death
was sacrificial, that is, He died

for others, for all mankind; and

we are given the opportunity
of showing our appreciation for
this by similarly laying down
our lives for others. And, in do-
ing this, we are given the as-
surance that our sacrifice is
holy "and acceptable unto God
and our reasonable service.—
Romans 6:3-5; 12:1.

So it is that paying cur vows
of consecration and devction to
the Lord becomes truly a “sac-

rifice of thanksgiving’—a day
by day expression of our grati-
tude to God for all of His lov-
ingkindness to wus. It is. not
merely a lip service of praise,
but a lifessong of gratitude
which finds expression in a
daily laying down and giving up
of temporal advantages, physi-
cal comforts, material wealth
and earthly joys, that others
may know of the abiding mercy
and love of our God. 7
This is the thought expressed
in Hebrews 13:15,16, which
reads: “By Him [Jesus] there-
fore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that
is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to His name. But to do
good and communicate forget

not: for with such sacrifices
God is well pleased.” “To do
good and to communicate’—

this is the true expression of
thanksgiving; for, after all, we
give thanks tor what the Lord
Tias~done for us, and how could
we more fittingly express our
appreciation  than by  giving
to others?

Paul says that as we have op-
portunity we should “do good
unto all men,” but “especially
unto them who are of the house-
kold of faith.” (Gal. 6:10.)
While we should not overlook
the needs of the brethren along
material lines, yet the greatest
good we can do them is along
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spiritual lines, communicating
to them the precious truths of
God’s Word that they wmay be
enlightened and comforted
thereby. Thus the sacrifice of
our lips is not only a song of
praise to God but a melody of
cheer and hope to others.

And when we consider the
“houschold of faith” whom we
should specially serve, let us
not conclude that we are now
in touch with all such in our
community. Perhaps some the
Lord will have in His household
are yet to be reached with the
truth. Or, perhaps, some who
were reached years ago are now
isolated from their brethren and
discouraged, hence specially in
need of our help. It will cost
time and effort and means to
reach these with the wmessage
that helps us so much in these
dark days. But the greater the
effort, the richer the blessing
will be in our own hearts, and
the more we will have for which
to continue giving thanks.

Yes, brethren, the causes for
thanksgiving increase in pro-
portion to our efforts to imitate
the spirit manifested by God in
doing things for wus. 'Truly,
“There is that scattereth, and
yet increaseth,” and conversely
it will be found that to withhold
more than is meet, tendeth to
poverty. (Prov. 11:24)) The
spiritually rich are those who

sacrifice much to enrich cthers;
and how poor indeed are those
who think chiefly of self, and
whose characters are blighted
with a spiritual pride in the er-
ronecus thought that God cares
only for them and their imme-
diate friends.

The followers of the Kaster
are now in training for the fu-
ture  Dblessing of all nations,
which blessing will be showered
upon the people as an expres-
sion of God’s love for them. To
be prepared fer such work it
is necessary to partake of the
same spirit of love that prompt-
ed the divine Author of salva-
tion to malke such a loving plan.
we cannot be self-
centered new, and loving then.
We must prove now that the
Lord’s way of love is the right
way, 2nd this we do by serving
an apprenticeship in the blessed
art of deing for others, and in
turn experience the joy that
coines to those who unselfishly
lay down their lives that their
fellows may be blessed.

Your brethren of The Dawn
are specially thankful for the
privilege they have enioyed of
co-operating with so many of
the brethren in an endeavor to
communicate the life-giving
message of the truth to others.
May this spirit of thanksgiving
abound yet more and more in
all of wus.




SPEAKERS’

Information as to time and place
of meetings in varicus places
served by speakers listed below
will be gladly furnished by the
Pilgrim Dept. of The Dawn, 136
Fulton Street, Brooklyn, (1), N. Y.

W. T. BAKER

Paterson, N. J.  .............. Nov. 14
F. A. BRIGHT

Ithaca, N. Y. ...... ... ..... Nov. 14
S. C. DeGROOT

Jersey City, N. J. .. ........ Nov. 28

W. J. HOLLISTER
New Haven, Conn. (Morning) Nov. 21

New London, Conn. {(Afterncon) 21
P, HOLLIMAN
Paterson, N. J. .............. Nov. 28
W. 8. MARSHALL
Dexter, Me. ........ ...... Nov. 7,14
Guilford, Me. .......coiviiiiiieennn 2}
Ellsworth, Me. ...... ............. 28
M. C. MITCHELL
Albany, N, Y., .. ... ... Nov. 7
EDWIN PROCTER
Brooklyn, N. ¥. ...... ..... Oct, 31
Lehighton, Pa. ................ Nov. 2
Allentown, Pa. .............. ... 3
Philadelphia, Pa. .............co0. 4
Wilmington, Del. .... ... ... ..., 5
Washington, D. C. (Morning) \\7\
Baltimore, Md. (Afternoon) 1
F. W. RICE
Philadelphia, Pa. .............. Nov. 21
T. G, SMITH
Wiltonr, Me. ........ .. ...... Nov. 14
M. A, STAMULAS
Paterson, N. J. ...... ...... Nov. 21
J. L. VAN HORNE
Washington, Pa. .............. Nov. 21
G, M. WILSON
Dayton, Ohio................ Oct. 30,31
H. L. YOUNG
Reading, Pa. ........ .. ... ... Nov. 7
Wilkes Barre, Pa. .................. 23

APPOINTMENTS

E. MAURER

Duquesne, Pa. .... ........... Nov. 7
E. R. MAC JILTON
Dayton, Qhio ...... ...... Oct. 30,31
East Liverpoo},Ohioc .......... Nov, 14
R. A. KREBS
Salem, Ore. .............o... Nov. 1,2
Lebanon, Ore. ...... ............ 3,4
Rosehurg, Ore. ............ovo.n.. 6,7
Sacramento, Calif. ............ . 8
San Francisco, Calif. ................ 9
Qakland, Calif. ........ ........... 10
Berkeley, Calif. .................... 11
Cupertino, Calif. ...... ........... 12
Berkeley, Calif. (Afternoon) 14
San Francisco, Calif. (Evening) 14
tockton, Calif. .................... 15
Scnora, Calif. .......... .......... 16
Fresno, Calif. ................oi...e. 17
Tulare, Calif. ...... ... ............ 19
San Luis Obispo, Calif, ............ 21
Glendale, Calif. .................. 23
Temple City, Calif. ................ 24
Hyde Park, Calif. .. .............. 25
Hawthorne, Calif. .................. 26
Santa Ana, Calif. (Morning) 28
Los Angeles, Calif. (Afternoon) 28
Pomona, Calif. ................ .. 29
San Bernardino, Calif. ............. 30
Riverside, Calif. ........ Dec 1
J. Y. MAC AULAY
New Orleans, La, ............ Nov. 2,3
Magnolia, Ark. .. ... ............. 4,5
Dallas, Texas .....coovvvirvennnnn. 7,-9
Mineral Wells, Texas .............. 10
Weatherford, Texas  .............. 11
Palo Pinto, Texas ........vvvurvnnn. 12
Fort Worth, Texas ............ 14,15, 24
Dublin, Texas ....... .....oooveonn. 17
Rochelle, Texas .................... 18
San Antonio, Texas .............. 19
Houston, Texas ..........c...ov.. 20,21
Galveston, Texas ... ............. 22
OXlahoma City, Okla., .............. 25
Wichita, Kans. .................. 26-28
Topeka, Kans.  ................ 29, 30
Kansas City, Mo. ............ Dec. 1,2

W. N. WOODWORTH
Hempstead. L. I, N. ¥., Nov. 7,14,21
(0Odd Fellows Hall, Franklin

St., near Front, 3 P. M.
Jersey City, N. J.
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The conventions listed below are not sponsored by the Pub-
lishers of The Dawn, but are courtesy announcements which we
are glad to make in the interests of Bible study and Christian
fellowship. The gatherings are sponsored and the programs ar-
ranged by local groups of Bible Students where they are held.
Where local secretaries are not listed, we will be glad to furnish
whatever additional information we may have at hand.

CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS
Albany, N. Y., Nov. 1.

Y. W. C. Chicago, M, Nov. 28. The Chicago

A., 5 Lodge Street.

Saginaw, Mich., Nov. 7. Woman's
Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

Ithaca, N. Y. Nov. 14. 205 Falls
Street, ‘

Detroit, Mich.,, Nov. 28. Meetings
and month-end conventions will be

held in the same hall, Maccabees .

Bldg., Woodward Avenue, at Put-
nam, with opening at 10:00 A. M.

Roseland, Iil., Nov. 13, 14. Pythian
Temple, 11037 Michigan Avenue.

Ecclesia holds local conventions on
the fourth Sunday of each month
in their hall, Central Masonic Tem-
ple, 910 N. La Salle Street.

Jersey City, N. J., Nov. 28. Law-
yvers’ Bldg., Bergen Sq., opening
at 9:30 A. M.

BROTHER L. F. ZINK
GOES “HOME”

Brother L. F. Zink, of Brant-
ford, Canada, known and loved by
readers of The Dawn thruout the
United States, Canada, Great
Britain, Australia, and New Zea-
land, finished his earthly pilgrim-
age on October the eleventh. QOur
brother, we believe, was faithful
unto death, and by God’s grace
has been awarded the crown of
life. He was eighty-six years old,

Chicage, Hi, Pee. 31-Jan. 2. De-
tails later.

Miami, Fla., Dee. 31-Jan. 2. De-
tails later.

and is survived by ftwo nieces:
Mrs. K. Pummell, of Brantford.
Canada; and Mrs. R. Fisher, of

Niagara Falls, N. Y.

Brother Zink served in the col-
perteur and pilgrim  work for
more than fifty years; and even
when failing health made it neces-
sary for him to give up active
service about three years ago, he
was still zealous at heart, never
having lost his “first love” for the
Loxd, the truth, and the brethremn.
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CONSIDER~

The saints of old—how bold they were
To tell the world the Kingdom news!
Oh yes, it often caused a stir
Among the ones of other views;

But did they stop because of this?
Oh no; they spoke yet bolder still,
Lest they a hungry heart should miss,
And fail to do their Master’s will.

Now stop and think with me a while:
Suppose the saints of early days

Had followed with the common style
And spent their lives in easy ways.

Imagine them content to hold
God’s wondrous truth all tucked away
Where it would soon begin to mold—
And lose for them its strength and stay.

Oh yes, and had they rested well
In luxury and comfort, too,
With nothing good to give or tell—

Just how would truth have come to you?

But—praise the Lord for faithful saints
Who from their telling-never ceased;
Who suffered much without complaints
And by those toils the saints increased.

And now if we sit idly by—
Enjoy the truth in tranquil ease—
What will the verdict be?—we cry!
A growth in grace—or in disease?

—CONTRIBUTED

“Preach the Word; Dbe instant in season,

out of season.”——2 Timothy 4:2.
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BIBLE STUDY HELPS
STUBDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

Recommended to Students as
Bible keys—over three thousand pages.

DE LUXE SET COMPLETE-—$5
BLUE CLOTI SEY—3$3

Volume 1: The Divine Plan of the Ages—Bluc cloth, 40 cents; lots of
10 or more, 30 cents; paper binding, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.
Volume 2: The Tine is at Hand—Blue cloth, 40 cerils.

Volume 3
Volume 4:
Volume 5

: Thy Kingdem Come—Blue cloth, 40 cents.
The Battle of Armageddon—DBlue cloth, 65 cents.
: The Atonement Between God and Man—3Blue cloth, 65 cents.

Volume 6: The New Creation—Blue cloth, 65 cents.

5-Cent Booklets—Vest-Pocket Size
As Angels of Light—Discusses Spiritu-
alism.

Chyist Has Returmed—Rationalizes a
much misunderstood subject.

God and Reason—Supplants credulity
with faith, .

God’s Plan—Reveals progressive nature
of God’s purpose.

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives definite
assurance of future life.

- The Truth About Heil--Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital subject.

1-Cent Booklets—Vest-Pocket Size

Armageddon—Deals with prophecy.
Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring.
God’s New QOrdcr-—Discusses Kingdom
hope.

God’s Remedy for a World Gone Mad
God’s Restitution. Project

Good News—Refreshing and comforting.
The Father, The Son, The ¥oly Spirit
The Jew and the War—A message of
hope. | .
The Judgment Day—Removes gloom.

Berean Questions on The Divine Plan
of the Ages—Paper bound, 10 cents.

Daily Heavenly DMManna—With birth-
day record: Cloth, 50 cents; de luxe, $1.

Hymns of Dawn—Without music: 15
cents each; 10 or more, 12 cents each;
50 or more, 10 cents each.

~

Tabernacle Shadows—-25 cents eath;

lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each,
Evolutionists at the Crossroads—23
cents each; 7 copies, $1.

Zionism in Prophecy—A pre-war trea-
tise; 10 cents in any quantity.

Envelopes—for mailing sample copies
of The Dawn: 25 for 25 cents.

“Fo Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach”
-—As on reverse cover §1 a hundrved.

“THE DAWN

136 Fulton Street

BROOKLYN, (1), N. Y.
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€o Us the Scriptures Cleatly Teach

5

]

That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
—peculiarly “His workmanshlp ; that its construe-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer @
and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come
“to all people,” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor.

3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29, @

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
ing, of consecrated believers in Christ’'s atonement
for sin, progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been ®
made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple
shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millen-
nium.—Rev. 15:5-8.

That the basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God, tasted death for every man” “a ran-
som for all,” and will be “the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in due
time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the Church is that she may be
like her Lord, “see Him as He is,” be a “partaker ot
the divine nature,” and share His glory as His joint-
heir~—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
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That the present mission of the Church is the per- é
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fecting of the saints for the future work of service;
to develop in herself every grace; to be God’s wit-
ness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and
priests of the next age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev.
1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ's Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of
all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obe-
dient, at the hands of their Redeemer and His glo-
rified Church-—when all the wilfully wicked will be
destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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